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relief: not merely to pass a law or two to relieve the Treas- 
ury by raising money from the people, and then go home. 
The idea, he said, appeared to be very general that there 
must be a recess. But he could not see the necessity or 
adequate reason of adjourning. But if it were settled that 
this is to be so short a session, and that measures so import- 
ant are to take their final decision, at any rate, before it 
cloges, why then, Mr. A. observed, it were better the ses- 
sion were shortened as much as possible. It were better, 
in fact, to adjourn at once—to-morrow. We have done 
mischief enough, he remarked, already, for the sake of re- 
lieving the Treasury. It would not be difficult, however, 
to lay the country under a yet further burden than that al- 
ready imposed upon it—by the passage, meantime, of the 
bill which gives Government ten or twelve millions of dol- 
lars more. It would be easy to do this in one day by the 
aid ef the previous question. And then, why not go home? 

Mr. A. remarked that he had heard no arguments for 
adjournment which had been based upon considerations of 
public interests, but only on those of mere private accom- 
modation ; just, said he, as we get all the gold and silver, 
while the people get nothing but rags. 

But there was one other money bill the House might, 
by the aid of the previous question, also get through 
within the limits prescribed by the Senate for the duration 
of the session. Besides the ten or twelve millions of dol- 
lars for the Treasury, there was a bill on the table appro- 
priating two or three millions of dollars more ‘‘ for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities.” Being one of that 
highly favored class of appropriation bills which he had 
before designated as ‘‘scalping-knife and tomahawk bills,” 
it would be most easy to pass it by the previous question at 
any moment. 

Mr. A. gave as a reason why he would not vote for that 
bill, if it should come up, that no such appropriation as it 
makes was called for by the Executive. It was not mention- 
ed in the message. There had been no intimation from any 
quarter, that should be taken as authority by the House in 
matters so important, that $2,000,000 more of the people’s 
money was wanted in addition to the large sums already 
appropriated for the same object. 


ee 


all consideration of the claims and memorials of the people, 
to do only what in England is significantly denominated 
m = King’s business,” and then to go home as fast as pos- 
sible ! 

The SPEAKER here suggested that the bill making ap- 
propriations for the suppression of Indian hostilities was not 
then before the House. 

Mr. ADAMS, with great deference to the Speaker, 
would suggest that he was in order while giving as a rea- 
son why Congress should not adjourn next Monday, that 
important bills were yet to be acted on by the House, and 
to strengthen his argument by showing their importance. 

The SPEAKER conceded that right, but denied to the 
gentleman the power of going into the merits of those 
measures, or either of them, under the rules of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS. ‘Those measures cannot be discussed 





resolution passes. Nor would it be consistent with the 
proper discussion of matters so important to adjourn before 
the commencement of the ordinary session. And, there- 
fore, not, however, hoping that he should be successful in 
his appeal, he suggested to gentlemen the expediency of 
making the slight sacrifice of their personal conveniences 
to the public good. These inconveniences had mostly been 
already incurred; and, let gentlemen say what they will, 
the imputation, already alluded to by the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Joanson,] will be in the mouth of every 
man, woman, and child in the country,—‘* you went home 
to get double mileage !” 
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But, said Mr. A., it | 
seems to be the object of this session of Congress, rejecting | 


| the solution of the problem to ** that great teacher, Time.” 


| here, much warm party spirit, into action upon it. 


the previous question, and, if that were intended, he would 
| say, let us come to the question at once, even this very 
| day. 


| ed election. 
without taking more time than will be allowed us if this | 


, find a majority of dwo upon important questions in this 


| 
| 


Mr. A. was going on to allude to the course which had ~ and it is better that they should be here without a perfect 
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been adopted in the House in regard to the resolution of 
inquiry into the causes of delay in prosecuting and termi- 
nating the Florida war, and which (said Mr. A.) seems to 
have been sent to ‘‘ the paradise of fools,’-—when he was 
interrupted by Mr. Camaretene, who called him to order. 

The SPEAKER said that Mr. A. should confine him- 
self to the question immediately before the House, instead 
of referring to so many distinct subjects. 

Mr. ADAMS said he would endeavor to hedge himself 
within limits as closely as possible ; and if he did chance to 
transgress the bounds of debate, even though it be ever so 
little, the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who knows his absolute power in this House, will, no 
doubt, check him and bring him back. 

Mr. A. said he had referred to two or three of the meas- 
ures before the House for consideration. He would merely 
allude to two other great financial measures, which also 
awaited their action: the innumerable sub-treacuries on ~ 
one side, and on the other a return to deposite banks. So 
much is to be said on both sides, and so much is to be said 
against both sides, of this question, there certainly could 
not be much time to spare, if they were to be discussed as 
they should be, prior to the 9th or the 16th inst., unless, to 
be sure, the previous question should be invoked to settle 
the matter; and if that is to be used, it may as well be re- 
sorted to immediately upon the second reading of the bill 
as at any other time. The chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means holds in his hands the debates of this 
House, and whenever a question has been debated as long 
as he thinks proper or convenient, all he has to do is to put 
down his foot, and the gag is at once upon us. Besides, 
there would be some reason for the passage of these bills, if, 
being done in a hurry, they wiil afterwards find the apolo- 
gy for their passage, which, were they to be adopted after 
deliberation, they could never obtain. 

It is the opinion of some gentlemen that the sub-Treasu- 
ry system was not intended to be discussed in that House. 
It had been called a bold measure in the President of the 
United States, who had given up his usual ‘* non-commit- 
tal” policy in recommending it. Perhaps, said Mr. A., 
it was the more ‘* bold” from this very consideration, that 
it was not to be discussed, and was not intended to be pass- 
ed. On this he would give no opinion; he would leave 


At all events, it could not, if it was intended, be discussed 
and passed in so short a space as was proposed. It was a 
great measure of revenue, calling much profound finance, 
much deep philosophy, and, more than all to be considered 
It 


could not so soon be settled, except by the intervention of 


er a 


Besides these most important matters, there was one 
other, to which he would briefly allude, but with regard to 
the merits of which Mr. A. said he should express no 
opinion then. He had allusion to the Mississippi contest- 
Here we have two members, deciding on all 
important questions—for, in these days, said Mr. A., we 


House—while a large portion of the House entertain the 
opinion that they have no right here at all! Besides, it 
was an important constitutional question, and involving, 
too, a question of deep interest to the State of Mississippi, 
and there certainly was not time to do justice to it, before 
the day proposed for adjournment. Mr. A., however, would 
take the occasion to remark, that, whatever may be the re- 
| sult of this question, he was glad those gentlemen (Messrs. 
| Crarpornne and Garoxrson) had been in the House du- 
| ring this session. They had, at all events, the voice of the 
| people of Mississippi in favor of their being here thus long ; 
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title, than that the people of their State should be unrepre- 
sented on;this floor. The expression of this opinion may be 
a political heresy, but such was his view of the constitution. 

Mr. A. concluded by expressing the wish that his dis- 
sent to the principle of making the present an extra ses- 
sion merely, be entered upon the journal. This, he said, 
had been the main object he had in view, in making the 
remarks he had done to the House. 

Mr. PATTON could not vote for the last amendment, 
for it was entirely too early to fix the adjournment of the 
general session ; especially as they had lost all the time of 
the present session in the general public and private busi- 
ness of the country, by the adoption of the order to take up 
and consider nothing but what was contained in, or recom- 
mended by, the President’s message. He contended, how- 
ever, that the time proposed in the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia was too short for the deliberation of a 
measure of such importance as the one adverted to. The 
Senate, consisting of only fifty members, had been discuss- 
ing this very bill, the sub-Treasury scheme, for about three 
weeks, while a single fortnight only was to be allowed for 
the discussion, not only of that measure, but of the resolu- 


tion on the subject of a national bank, the Mississippi elec- | 


tion, the State bank project, and all, in a body of nearly 
two hundred members, consisting of the direct representa- 
tives from the people. 

Mr. P. moved to postpone the further consideration of 
the whole subject till Monday next. 

Mr. THOMPSON agreed with his colleague [Mr. 
Pickens] as to the importance of the change of policy pro- 
posed. A change from a paper system to a hard money 
system, so fatal and disastrous to the country, he would 


‘not suffer to be made without some deliberation. He wish- 


ed to go home and consult with his constituents upon this 
subject. We were now in a state of separation from the 
banks; and, therefore, as we were now in the full fruition 
of its advantages, he did not see that any thing was to be 
lost by the postponement of the divorce bill till the next 
session. All that sustained the little confidence that still 
lingered in the country was the hope that something would 
be done for its relief. His colleague need not, therefore, 
be afraid that the banks would resume during the recess. 
He feared there was little hope of it. 

Mr. BUON moved the previous question, which was not 
seconded hy a majority of the House: Yeas 72, nays 102. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to suspend the rules so as | 


to take the question on each amendment successively. 

The SPEAKER declared such a motion to be out of 
order. 

Mr. WISE did not believe it was the intention of the 
administration to take up the sub-Treasury scheme at all. 
He inquired of the Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and begged he would answer him candidlv and 
fairly, if such was their intention, whether the day of ad- 
journment was fixed at the 9th or the 16th instant ! 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would answer the gentleman. 
He could assure him that he would take the earliest op- 
portunity to call up what the gentleman was disposed to 
call the sub-Treasury bill; and, so far from fearing to 


meet that question, I apprehend (said Mr. C.) that gen- | 


tlemen will find no flinching here upon that subject; and 


we will see whether the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


according to a celebrated letter, will ‘*toe the mark.” Let 
us see what the gentleman will do. Let us have no non- 
committalism. 

In conclusion, he assured the gentleman, that whether 


they sat there for one week or two weeks, or even for six | 


months, he should take the earliest opportunity of bringing 
that measure forward, after having disposed of the different 
measures of relief proposed for the country. 

Mr. WISE. Just the answer I expected, Mr. Speaker. 
] feel now, more than ever, assured that the ** opportunity” 


thus defined by the chairman will not very soon occur. 
The idea of a metallic currency, as a measure to be carried 
out, was farthest from the thoughts of the administration 
party in that House. He concurred with Mr. Anams, 
that, if this were so, Congress had better adjourn at once. 
The administration can adjourn us just when they please, 
and will do so. For himself, he said he came there to admin- 
ister relief to the people; and, with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, was realy to remain there not only till the 
first Monday in April next, but for twelve months, if ne- 
cessary. He said that every movement made there convinced 
him that the administration had no intention of carrying 
out that plan. He hoped that the opposition, conservative 
and all, would unite in remaining there until it was fairly 
demonstrated that it was the friends of the administration 
who adjourned without giving relief to the country. 

Many measures, as had truly been said, were here 
for our discussion and settlement, (continued Mr. Wis ;) 
among them was the plan of some of a national bank ; an- 
other, that of the conservatives, of continuing the State 
banks as depositories of the public money ; and a third, that 
of the sub-Treasury system—a system which was the very 
embodiment of that recommended in the President's mes- 
sage, and which recommendation every one could now see 
was insincere. His friend from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Pickens,] who had come so warmly into the support, in 
advance, of this notable scheme, will discover his mistake 
| ere long, and will find himself left in the lurch by the pre- 
| tended advocates of his favorite measure of divorce. He will 
| be left in the lurch. 
| Mr. W. here adverted to the change in the relative posi- 
tion of the two branches of Congress, which had recently 
| been brought about. A large majority in the Senate, and 
a majority of two in the House, the latter not even origina- 
ting its own revenue bills, while these bills, in both branches, 
are precisely the same, prepared, fofidem verbis, exactly 
like each other, and sent on their way through the two 
Houses, pari passu / 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here remarked that the bills pre- 
| sented several points of difference. 
| Mr. WISE replied that, in effect, they were precisely 
| identical, and that such changes as had been made in them 
originated with the Senate. 

Six or seven important bills were on the calendar to be 
| acted on. None of these were to be taken up before the 
sub-Treasury bill, it appeared by the order in which they 
| stood there. Mr. Wise said he understood the game to be 
| played. The deposite banks are to be put in the power 
of the Government. The bills were ingeniously prepared ; 
| the order in which they were arranged was also politic, and 
such as was obviously designed to secure the passage of 
| each, and the entire omission or defeat of the sub-T'reasury 
bill. Then, what is to be hereafter said to the country in 
| excuse for doing nothing for the relief of the people—the 
| grand object of assembling here at this time ? Why, ‘the 
House refused to pass the great measure of the session— 
the system of divorcing banks from State, and hence the 
failure to produce relief.” Again would he say to his 
friends who had committed themselves in favor of this pro- 
ject, that they had better taken bond and security of the 
| projectors to carry it out, before they gave in their adhe- 
sion to its support. The President had made, what had 
been claimed for bim-—a bold committal, but it was without 
| the slighest idea that the measure he recommended would 

ever be adopted, even by his own friends. He was glad 
| that the President had done this, and that, like Samson of 
old, he had become shorn of his strength by this the first 
act of committal in all his life. His administration had ac- 
tually died before it had fairly commenced. 

Mr. Wis hoped the House would vote to stay where 
they were, and hold the administration to their own plans, 
and see whether this proposition be not a guil—a snare—a 
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trap. He hoped that all true conservatives, and all in op- | cey, ‘I'urney, Vail, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, 
position, will not consent to adjourn till all that has been | Thomas T. Whittlesey, Wise—115. 
proposed by the administration to be done has had a fair! ©Nayrs—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Aycrigg, Beirne, 
chance of being tried. Let us act, and let us talk, too. | Bond, Boon, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, William B. Cal- 
Enough has not been said in elucidation of the true position | houn, J. Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Casey, Cham- 
of our affairs. We have yet to travel a lung road before | bers, Chapman, Childs, Corwin, Craig, Cranston, Curtis, 
adjournment should be thought of. Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, El- 
Mr. GLASCOCK contended that the bills proposed to | more, Evans, Everett, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, 
be passed at this session did propose to afford substantial | Rice Garland, Glascock, Goode, William Graham, Haley, 
relief to the country. He alluded to the symptoms now | Hall, Halsted, Hammond, Hastings, Hawkins, Henry, 
becoming more and more apparent, of growing prosperity | Ingham, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
in the country, and to the measures now before Congrese | Lincoln, Logan, Andrew W. Loomis, Lyon, Marvin, 8. 
for the amelioration of public affairs. In doing this, he made | Mason, Martin, May, Maxwell, A. McClellan, McKennan, 
some allusion to the vote of Mr. Wise, in 1834, in favor of | Milligan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Murray, Nay- 
introducing a bill establishing substantially the same sub- lor, Noyes, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Plumer, 
Treasury system which he now deprecates. Potter, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reily, Rencher, Richard- 
Mr. WISE explained. He had voted for the introduc- son, Rumsey, Russell, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles 
tion of the bill in question, as a matter of courtesy and Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Snyder, Stanly, 
comity towards a friend and colleague, who invoked his aid Stratton, Thompson, Tillinghast, Towns, Underwood, 
to bring the measure before the House, with the perfect un- | Vanderveer, Wagener, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, 
derstanding that he [Mr. Wisr] would vote againstit. He | Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, 
had always been, as now, opposed to the measure. Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Yell, Yorke—1035. 
Mr. GLASCOCK resumed, and declared that he was | And the amendment was agreed to. 
satisfied with the explanation. He then expressed himself Mr. MERCER moved to postpone the further consider- 
in favor of the 12th as the time of adjournment; and if | ation of the resolution till the first Monday in April next, 
that did not prevail, he should prefer adjourning on the | and asked for the yeas and nays, but the House refused to 
9th. He hoped, however, the motion to postpone would | order them, and rejected the motion without a division. 
be rejected. Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS, wishing, as he said, to 
Mr. HAMER said that, from indications which had been | see who would take the responsibility of voting to go hume 
already afforded by the action of the House, he had come to | without doing any thing to relieve the country, asked the 
the conclusion that a large majority of the House had deter- | yeas and nays on the resolution as amended. ‘They were 
mined to adjourn some time before the first Monday of De- | ordered and taken, and resulted as follows : 
cember next; but the question was, how long before that Yuas—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
day! If ithad taken the House four weeks to pass one bill, | ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Bor- 
how long would it require to pass some half dozen which | den, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Cam- 
had been reported? This seemed like a plainsuminthe rule | breleng, J. Campbell, T. J. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cha- 
of three ; but he hoped the issue would not so turn out. He ney, Chapman, Cilley, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Con- 
then went on to argue that, as the minds of the House were nor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Curtis, Cushman, Darlington, 
made up on nearly if not all of these bills, it would nottake Dawson, Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, 
long to pass upon them; and this might as well be done by | Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Ewing, Farrington, 
the 9th as by the 16th of the month. T'wo weeks certainly Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glascock, 
afforded ample time. As soon asa day was fixed, discussion James Graham, W. Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, 
would be restrained. Grennell, Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hammond, Hamer, Har- 
After some remarks of Mr. BRIGGS, who called him to | lan, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Holsey, 
order, as wandering from the point, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Ing- 
The question was put on Mr. Parron’s motion to post- | ham, ‘TI’. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, N. Jones, J. W. 
pone the subject, and it was negatived without a count. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, 
The question then recurring on striking out the 9th and , Leadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, A.Loomis, A. W. Loomis, 
inserting the 16th instant, Lyon, J. M. Mason, Martin, Maxwell, McKay, R. MeClel- 
Mr. F. O. J. SMITH demanded the yeas and nays, Jan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, McKennan, Miller, 
which were ordered by the House; and, being taken, stood | Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
as follows : Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Yreas—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, Anderson, | Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, 
Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Bird- | Potts, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
sall, Brodhead, Bronson, Bynum, Cambreleng, J. Camp- | Reily, Rencher, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, Russell, 
bell, W. B. Carter, Chaney, Cheatham, Cilley, Cleve- | Sheffer, A. H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Slade, Spencer, Stew- 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crary, Crockett, Cush- | art, Stratton, ‘Taylor, ‘Titus, Toland, Toucey, Towns, Tur- 
man, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Ewing, | ney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, A. 8S. White, 
Farrington, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, James Gra- | J.White, Thomas T’. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams—153. 
ham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Griffin, Hamer, Nays--Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, Bell, 
Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Haynes, Herod, Hoffman, Hol- | Bond, W. B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, W. 
sey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, R. M. T. Hunter, | B. Carter, Cheatham, Childs, Cranston, Crockett, Elmore, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Wm. | Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, 
Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, | Graves, Griffin, Hastings, Hawes, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Arphaxed Loomis, James M. | Jenifer, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Lewis, 
Mason, Maury,, McKay, Robert McClellan, McClure, | Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, May, Menefee, Mercer, 
McKim, Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, | Milligan, M. Morris, C. Morris, Murray, Naylor, Patter- 
Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Noble, Ogle, Owens, | son, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Robertson, 
Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, | Rumsey, C. Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pope, Petts, Pratt, Prentiss, | Stanly, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Underwood, Webster, E. 
Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Sheffer, Slade, Southgate, Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. L. Williams, 
Spencer, Stewart, ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, ‘Titus, Toland, Tou- ' C. H. Williams, Yell, Yorke—65. 
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So the House adopted the joint resolution of the Senate, 
with an amendment, fixing the 16th of October as the day 
for the adjournment of the present session of Congress ; 
and it was sent tothe Senate for their concurrence with 
the House in the amendment. [The Senate concurred ac- 
cordingly. ] 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 
business of the morning hour, being the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, which was accompanied by the fol- 
Jowing resolution : 

Resolved, That Samuel J. Gholson and John F. H. 
Claiborne are duly elected members of the twenty-fifth 
Congress, and as such are entitled to take their seats. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Maury to 
strike out all after the word ‘‘ resolved,” and insert, ‘‘ that 
Samuel J. Gholson and John F. H. Claiborne, not being 
duly elected members of the House of Representatives of 
the twenty-fifth Congress of the United States, are not 
entitled to seats on this floor as such.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the House as follows : 
Mr. Speaker, after the very lucid argument of my col- 
league on the Committee of Elections, [Mr. Penny naox- 
ER, } fortified as it was by the views of my other colleague 
on the committee, (Mr. Baonsoy,] I certainly should 
have considered it wholly unnecessary for me to advance a 
single word in support of the report of the committee, had 
it not been for some objections and arguments advanced by 
gentlemer opposed to the report, which have not been an- 
swered as fully as, in my opinion, they might be. The 
objections made to the credentials of the members elect, 
seems now to be waved by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, 
[Mr. Maver ;]} but as the objection was made, and the 
foundation of it stated to the House, I may be indulged in 
stating my reasons why it should not prevail. It was 
stated, and truly stated, that the act of the Mississippi 
Legislature required the Governor to deliver to the persons 
elected, proper credentials under his hand and the great 
seal of the State. This requisition the Governor has not 
strictly complied with; the credentials produced are under 
the great seal of State, and signed by the secretary. Now 
the question arises, if the Governor neglects or refuses to 
perform his duty, by non-compliance with the law, is that to 
prevent the gentlemen from taking their seats? Will they 
not be entitled to their seats on productivn of other suffi- 
cient testimony to show they were duly elected’? Un- 
questionably they would. Is it not the common practice 
for the Committee of Elections to look beyond the creden- 


tion in all its parts. If they had the certificate exactly in 
accordance with the act of Mississippi, it would only be 
prima facie evidence of their right to seats in the House ; 
it would not be conclusive, neither is a want of it conclu- 
sive against them. The gentlemen from Mississippi stand 
on the same footing in this respect as all other members ; 
they appear and take their seats, and it is presumed they 
have sufficient credentials, unless their right is by some 
person contested. This is the course pursued towards 
every member of the House. No person has attempted to 
contest the sufficiency of the credentials of the gentlemen 
from Mississippi. ‘They were not contested in committee, 
and ought not to be now. But supposing the House 
choses to go voluntarily into that matter, it appears to me 


be sure, is not signed by the Governor, but it is under the 
great seal of State, and signed by the Secretary, and as 
this is nothing more than a mere ministerial act, it may be 
performed by the Secretary, by command of the Governor. 
But supposing the certificate bad, in this respect, because 
it is not actually signed by the Govetnor, yet it may be re- 
ceived as evidence, not under the act of Assembly, but as 
the act of a high and responsible officer to whom the re- 


tials produced, and inquire into the regularity of the elec- | 


the objection to the credentials must fail; the certificate, to | 
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turns of election are entrusted, and whose duty itis to pre- 
serve them. From what source could more satisfactory tes- 
timony be received? It must be conclusive as to the result 
of the election, in the absence of all evidence to the contrary. 

The great argument which is advanced and strongly re- 
lied on by gentlemen in opposition to the report of the 
committee is, that many of the States, by law, hold their 
elections for members of Congress subsequent to the 3d of 
March, at which time the term of office of their predecessors 
expired ; and, consequently, if this makes such a vacancy 
as, by the constitution, was intended to be filled by author- 
ity of the Governor, as the words of the constitution are 
imperative, he is not at liberty to wait for the operation of 
the general election laws for filling the vacancy, but must 
proceed at once after the 3d of March to issue his writs of 
election. ‘Thus would the Governor be bound, by the 
constitution, the paramount law, to nullify the election 
laws of his State in those cases. Hence gentlemen argue 
that this is not the kind of vacancy intended by the con- 
stitution to be filled by a special election held under the 
authority of the Governor. This argument is more spe- 
cious than solid. In order to give it any weight, it must be 
assumed that there was some real necessity for holding the 
elections at so late a period as to permit a vacancy in the 
office to exist. If gentlemen can satisfy me that there is 
any provision in the constitution of the United States which 
renders it necessary that a vacancy of this kind shoukl 
happen, then I would admit the argument to have great 
weight; but so far from any provision of that kind being 
found in the constitution, according to my view of it, the 
very reverse is intended; I have no doubt the intention of 
the framers of that institution was, that no vacancy of the 
kind now under discussion should ever exist. This view 
of the subject is fortified by the practice of a large propor- 
tion of the States. I take it, then, the argument is unsound 
which would draw the conclusion of unconstitutionality in 
the Mississippi election, from acts which (if not inconsist- 
ent with the constitution themselves) are by no means au- 
thorized, or by it rendered necessary for any legal purpose 
whatever. 

The only questions presented to the committee were as 
to the legality of the Governor’s writ, and whether or not 
a vacancy had happened, within the meaning of the con- 
stitution, to authorize the holding of a special election to 
fill it. With respect to the first, I cannot believe any dif- 
ficulty exists in any quarter. hat part of the writ which 
would seem to restrict the services of the gentlemen to be 
elected to the extra session, was beyond the power of the 
Governor, and, the writ being perfect without it, the elec- 
tion is good for the whole constitutional term of the 25th 
Congress. Such seems to be the understanding of every 
member who has spoken on the subject, and of course it 
requires no remarks of mine. ‘The only question then is, 
what is the meaning of the word “ happen,” as expressed 
in the constitution? Had a vacancy in the representation 
of the State of Mississippi happened! The word ** hop- 
pen” is a generic term, one species of which, to be sure, 
means chance; but is that its only meaning? Certainly 
not ; it embraces in its meaning any thing which occurs or 
The word, then, is broad enough to em- 
brace the case in question. A vacancy in the representation 
existed, brought about by the expiration of the term for 
which the members in the preceding Congress were elect- 
ed. Thesaine evil, a want of representation of the State 
in the Congress of the United States, would exist in this 
case as well as in that produced by death or resignation. 
Why, then, not apply the remedy prescribed by the consti- 
tution? One gentleman contends the Governor ought to 
have convened the Legislature and let them provide the 
remedy by a special act ; but, independent of the trouble and 
expense of such a proceeding, it is evident that, in many 
cases, it would not or could not aflord an adequate remedy. 
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Under circumstances which may frequently exist, the notice | bers elected were to hold their seats, was of any legal effect. 
for convening Congress may necessarily be so short as to | The furmer of these two questions, he adiled, was by far 
preclude all possibility of electing members under a special | the more difficult, and, indeed, the only difficult one ; for he 
act to be passed by a Legislature not in session ; indeed, | | took it to be too clear for controversy, that if those gentle- 
doubt very much whether there was time in this case. | men were entitled to sit there a single monent, they did 
After the President’s proclamation reached Mississippi, and | and must hold their seats fer the whole Congressional 
the Governor gave reasonable notice for convening the | term, by an authority paramount not only to that of the 
Legislature, I think there would have been no time left to | Executive, but to the laws and the constitution of the 
advertise an election as required by the law of Mississippi. | State. 
Besides, you must take into the account the time necessarily And in the outset, Mr. L. said, he should assume (for 
spent in travelling 2,000 miles, the distance from that | he understood it to be so conceded on all hands) that this 
State ‘to the seat of Government. Certain I am, there | election—supposing the Governor to. have had the consti- 
would not have been time enough, if the Legislature of | tutional authority to order it—had been in every particular 
that State should be as tedious in its operations as we are. | precisely conformable to the law of the State of Mississippi 
Every reason seems to concur in favor of the validity of | in relation to the filling up of vacancies in the House ; that 
the election as it has been held under the authority of the | the writ had issued in due season ; that it had been care- 
Governor of Mississippi. fully published and proclaimed in every part of the State ; 
The gentlemen opposed to the report seem to me as un- | that the polls were held by the persons, at the places, in 
fortunate on the score of precedent as that of reason; two the manner required by the statute; that every man enti- 
cases have been cited, Kinsey Johns of Delaware, and tled to vote knew, or may be fairly, and must be legally, pre- 
Mr. Lanman of Connecticut, and those cases turned on | sumed to have known, that he was called to choose those 
principles entirely different from that before the House; | who were to represent him here, and when it was aud why 
both of them happened in the Senate. The case from it was, he was called to do sv; that the attention of the 
Delaware was an appointment by the Governor to fill a | whole people being thus awakened to the high and im- 
vacancy, where a session of the Legislature had intervened | portant matter they were summoned to pass upon, they 
before the appointment was made. ‘The case from Con- | did in fact come forth in very great streng:h, and gave to the 
necticut was an appointment made in February, to fill a | sitting members a clear majority of several thousand votes 
vacaney which would not happen until the 4th of March, | over their competitors; that this result had been acquiesced 
thus making the appointment to fill a vacancy before the | in by all parties there, no protest having been made, nor 
vacancy had happened. ‘The bare statement of these cases | 80 much as a whisper of dissatisfaction having reached the 
shows at once they can have no bearing on the case before | Chair ; and, finally, that it was only at the request of the 
the House ; they do not apply. Sefar from precedents being | gentlemen themselves, who had been thus authorized to de- 
in favor of the position of gentlemen in opposition to the | mand for the people of Mississippi a voice in the public 
report, they are the other way, so far as they can have any | councils at that interesting juncture, that a formal inquiry 
application, and in favor of the ground taken in the report. | into the right of that people to participate in the legislation 
So sensible was the gentleman from Virginia [Mr Ronerr- by which they were to be bound, had been instituted at all. 
son] of this fact, that he had to resort to the observation, | And then, said Mr. 1.., the question was whether an elec- 
that in cases of contested elections, precedents should have tion thus ordered, thus conducted, thus concluded—an 
but little weight ; and in this I agree with him. Mr. Speak- election unexceptionable in every detail, complete in all its 
er, I have thus given the views which operated on my | parts, decisive beyond the possibility of doubt in its results— 
mind, and nothing that I have yet heard can bring me to | an election expressing the sense of the veters of two Con- 
entertain a single doubt with respect to the correctness of | grtessional districts, in the most authentic and the most un- 
the resolution attached to the report of the committee. | questionable manner—without which, it is admitted, they 
The hour of half past two having arrived, the House | would have been without a representative here on one of 
tvok the usual recess until four o’clock. | the most momentous occasions—to them, as appeared from 
| the last week’s debate, most especially so—that had ever oc- 
| curred in the political history of the country ; whether such 
The House resumed the consideration of the report of | an election, he said, should be treated as a mere nullity, and 
the Committee of Elections, on the subject of the election | the members returned under it be sent back to their con- 
in the State of Mississippi. stituents, then the certain consequence must be that those 
The question being on the adoption of the resolution de- | districts would be, for atime, utterly disfranchised ; the 
claring Messrs Gholson and Claiborne entitled to their | voice of a State (and if of one, why not of twenty !) stifled, 
seats for the 25th Congress, and the immediately pending | while her interests were disposed of by others, the integri- 
one being on the amendment of Mr. Mauny, declaring | ty of the Legislature violated by the absence of one of its 
those gentlemen not duly elected— essential parts, a quasi interregnum created in the Gov- 
Mr. LEGARE, who was entitled to the floor, began by | ernment itself—and why! Because, forsooth, a vacancy 
saying that he regretted very much that, owing to various | in the whole representation of a State, when it is called 
avecations, and to incessent and fatiguing attendance in | for here, is no vacancy at all!—or because the same high 
that hall, it had not been in his power to look as fully in- | functionary, who is expressly charged by the constitution 
to the subject, especially with a view to precedent and | with seeing that every casual vacancy, in the most ordi- 
authority, as he should otherwise have felt it incumbent | nary times, should be immediately filled up by the con- 
upon him todo. He had, however, thought much of it, | stituency interested in it, did, with a view to prevent a 
and would now submit the result of his reflections to the | total failure of all representation at a most extraordinary 
candid consideration of the House. | juncture, call the electors of a State together, (for that 1s 
The case, he said, presented two questions: first, | the whole extent of this mighty usurpation,) to discharge 
whether there had occurred, in the representation of the | the most solemr and most indispensable of all their duties 
State of Mississippi, such a vacancy as its Executive au- | under the constitution of the United States, and to exer- 
thority was required by the constitution of the United cise their most undoubted, essential, and inalienable rights 
States to order an election to fill ; and, secondly, supposing | as a free people, according to the very letter of the statute 
that question devided in the affirmative, then, whether the | in such case made and provided. 
limitation (to the extra session) attempted to be imposed He said that, thus stated in the abstract, the proposition 
by that functionary upon the fenure by which the mem- ' wore to him the air of a paradox. Every body must per- 
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ceive at once that it supposed some strange defect or 
irregularity in the institutions of the country, of which, @ 
priori, he would be most unwilling to admit the existence. 
Whatever the rights of the peuple of Mississippi, considered 
by themselves—whatever good faith towards their co-States 
in the use of powers conferred upon them for the common 
good of the Confederacy—whatever the peace, order, and 
safety of the whole country—whatever substantial justice, 
public convenience, a practical compliance, in spirit and in 
truth, with the laws and the obligations of society, could 
do to give validity and sanctity to a popular election, 
was to be found in that submitted to the judgment of the 
House. Nothing had been, nothing could be, objected to 
it but what was quite formal—mere subtle ties of the sum- 
mum jus. He did not mean to affirm that where provis- 
ions of the constitution or the laws, however arbitrary or 
however Stern, were clear and imperative, the House was 
at liberty to depart from them, even to prevent great public 
inconvenience. But he did insist upon it that, in such a 
question as this, he that would sacrifice substance to form, 
the end to the means, a manifest equity to strict law, must 
make out avlear case. The burden of proof was upon him. 
Every presumption of law and reason was against the idea 
that any people had voluntarily ordained an anomaly so 
strange, a defect so dangerous, in their fundamental laws. 
It would not do to surmise the people out of that House. 


The great right of representation and the sacred duty of | 


maintaining the Government of the Confederacy, were not 
to be superseded by distant inference and loose conjecture. 
He called upon gentlemen on the other side for proof—for 
the ocular pronf—and should feel himself bound to give to 
the people of Mississippi the benefit of every doubt that 
might arise as to the exercise of a right so infinitely 
precious to themselves, and which, far from coming into 
collision with the rights of others, was, on the contrary, 
imperatively demanded by the very obligations implied and 
imposed by these. 


| 


| 


| 
| 


That the rule of construction, in respect of this funda- | 
mental right of representation, was in all cases to aim at | 


giving effect, as far as possible, consistently with higher 


principles, to a fair exercise of it, appeals to the experience | 


of every one at all versed in the history of parliamentary 
bodies. ‘I'he House, as the judge, in the last resort, of its 
own privileges and those of its members, habitually deci- 
ded such questions in reference to their real merits, and the 
substantial justice of each particular case. The law of 
Parliament on this point had been expressed with such ad- 


mirable precision and elegance by a gentleman of great | 


professional reputation, lately a member of that House, 
that he should make no apology for substituting the lan- 
guage of Mr. Binney, in the case of the Kentucky election, 
for his own. 
Extract from Mr. Binney’s speech 

“ What, then, ought to be the interpretation applied by the House 
to a law of Kentucky prescribing the matuer of holding elections for 
Representatives in Congress? The law does not give the right of voting; 
it is not intended to restrain or abridge it; its great object is to pro- 
mote i secure a fairand free exercise of it. Gentlemen whe argue, 
as some ] rzued on this floor, that, being a conventional, and 
nota natu tal unless it is exercised in the pre- 
cise manner in all respects as the State law prescribes, build their ar- 
gument upon a distinction which is of no value, and confound things 













es not exist 









} 


which are essentially different. Whether the right of suffrage be na- 
tural or conveutional is ¢f no importance. It is a fundamental right 
Government itself, or rather a particular forin of Government, is cou- 
ventional; and if the right of sulfrace is as quod as the Governinent, 
it need not be better Being a fundamental right, secured by the con 
stitution of Kentucky, it ought not to be, and cannot legitimately be, | 
ovfvunded with those provisions of law which are designed lo secure | 
its exercise. ‘hat. ali the provisions of an election law are parts of 
the qualification of an elector, and to be scrutinized and enforced with 
the same strictness as qualification itself, is a position that is mot war- 
ranted by any analugy inthe law. D he provisions of every 
statute are entitled to respect and eral observat > It the d ty 
of those who execute the laws to resnect and enforce them all. But 
vhen the argument assumes for them such an influence, as that the 
nission to observe any one of them be mes a defect of qualification 
in the voter, and obliges this House to r ject as illegal the votes re 
eeived while the irregularity prevailed, the construction becomes 





an enormous evil. The position is radically goend to the right of 
suffrage, as it also is to well-establised rules for the interpretation 
of statutes of this description ; and it will make the right the victim 
of accident, ignorance, inattention, and even of fraud, in the execution 
of an election law, and consequently of those very precautions which 
were intended to secure its exercise. On the coutrary, sir, neither 
accident, ignorance, inattention, nor even fraud in the officers of elec. 
tion, in omitting to somaiy with the ioe of the law ought, in 
all cases, necessarily to disappoint the right of suffrage. If the au 

thority of the officers was tolerably or apparently good ; if the defects 
in form were such as did not disturb the fairness of the election, nor 
prevent its fundamental nature, by making it a viva voce election in 

stead of an election by ballot ; or, on the contrary, if, in spite of irreew- 
larities, this House can see that, according to the spirit of the law, the 
will of the people in the exercise of their right of suffrage has been 
fairly expressed, and if the State law does not expressly declare the 
irregularity to be fatal, then, in my apprehension, the authority of the 
House to judge of the election leaves it free to dis' rd those irregu- 
larities, and to give full effect to the will of the majoritv of qualified 
voters. It is free to disregard them, in deference to the policy and 
spirit of the law, and is not bound by a servile attention to forms t 

defeat them both. 


) 


That (continued Mr. L.) was, beyond all doubt, the 
true canon of interpretation in matters of election law. 
The great cardinal object was to fulfil, as far as possible, 
the will of the people, to take care of their rights, to see 
that he who claimed a seat there were really their chosen 
representative, and that he who was clearly ascertained to 
be their chosen representative should not be excluded on 
any merely technical or formal grounds. 

Nor was this liberality of construction in regard to the 
execution of such powers—supposing them of course to be 
clearly ascertained, and not in any degree to affect the 
rights of third parties—confined to the law of Parliament. 
It was a distinction known to the old common law as long 
as any record exists of its principles, that where a power 
was granted for private purposes, for example, to three 
persons, and one of them died, the other two could not 
execute it; but if they were commissioners for any public 
business, a single survivor might do whatever the whole 
college were authorized to do. Even the crabbed and im- 
practicable spirit of English black-letter law yielded so far 
to the overruling necessities of society. That departure 
from the rigor of mere technical principles, from the stiff- 
ness and pedantry of forms, in favor of public convenience— 
carried out, by the uniform practice of all legislative bodies, 
to the length of regarding many provisions of election laws 
as rather directory to the officers charged with the fulfilment 
of them than essential to the validity of the acts done un- 
der them—disclosed and confirmed the rule which he had 
just laid down as to what ought to be the leaning of the 
House on that occasion. 

Mr. L. then proceeded to say, that although, if the view 
he took of that rule were just, he might, under the cireum- 
stances already stated of the election in Mississippi, almost 
rest the case there, or at least fairly call upon gentlemen to 
establish positively, and to establish clearly, that the peo- 
ple of that State could not be represented here; he would 
venture, however, to go further. He would undertake to 
show, negatively, that they could establish no such propo 
sition. He could see nothing in the constitution which 
was so plain, express, and imperative, as to authorize the 
House to deny to the people of a State their fundamental 
rizht to a voice in their own legislation. Gentlemen, bet- 
ter versed than he could pretend to be in the application of 
legal principles to practice, might see the subject in a dif- 
ferent light, and be able to point out with precision wherein 
his opinion was erroneous. But, until they did sv, he 
should feel himself bound to repeat, as he then did, that 
there was, in his opinion, nothing in the constitution of 
the United States which required at their hands such an 
extraordinary sacrifice of popular right, secial duty, and 
public convenience, as would be the consequence of setting 
aside the election before them. 

He then called the attention of the House to the clauses 
of the coustitution relating to the subject. 

The first was from the second section of the first article. 

“The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
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members chosen every second year by the people of the 
several States,” &c. 

Then, after assigning to each State, until the first census 
should be taken, an arbitrary number of representatives, it 
proceeds thus: 

‘«* When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the Executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies.” 

The next (3d) section is as follows. 

*¢ The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature 
thereof for six years,” &c. 

It then proceeds to divide the Senators to be chosen 
into three classes, and to ordain that 

**The seats of the Senators of the first class shall be 
vacated at the expiration of the second year ; of the second, 
at the expiration of the fourth; and of the third, at 
the expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be 
chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen, by re- 
signation or otherwise, during the recess of the Legislature 
of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary 
appointments until the next meeting of the Legislature, 
which shall then fill such vacancies,” 

Now, said Mr. Lrearr, what was the object and effect 
of the second and third sections? It was to constitute the | 
Legislature—-to declare its tenure—to insure its existence. 
One of the Houses is to be a perpetual body, in the proper 
sense of that word. I was never to be wholly vacant ; new 
members were always to be in so decided a minority that | 
no sudden change of opinion or policy should happen from | 
that cause alone. The Senate should guaranty, to a certain 
extent, stability and consistency in the course of the Gov- | 
ernment: it should keep up fixed habits, and hand down 
traditional opinion; it should have an esprit de corps, 
and the other attributes of permanent bodies. The House, 
on the contrary, was to be wholly renewed at shorter, 
but not too short intervals; for the convention dealt in no 
extremes of any kind. The tenure of a seat in it was to be 
for two years—beginning, by a resolve of the convention, on | 
the 4th March—and for neither more nor less than two 
years. All its members were to come in together; they 
were all to go out together, and sink again into the | 
mass of the community. If gentlemen would look into 
the papers of the Federalist touching this subject, they would | 
find that nothing was more insisted on as indispensably ne- 
cessary than uniformity in the tenure of that House. The 
celebrated author of that part of the commentary then al- 
luded to, used language of extraordinary emphasis and 
positiveness in regard to it. He declares he should greatly 

prefer a prolongation of the term to three or four years, to 
any irregularity in the periods at which the delegations of 
the different States should enter the House. Right or 
wrong, this view had been adopted by the convention, and 
it was now, beyond all shadow of doubt, the law of that 
branch of the Legislature, settled in conformity with the 
soundest theory, by constant and invariable practice, that 
the term of service of every member of that House began 
onthe 4th of March, and expired on the 4th March two 
years afterwards. No State could, either by its ordinances 
or its constitution, through its Legislature or its Executive, 
by omission or by commission, directly or indirectly, alter 
this great fundamental principle. It was the corner-stone 
of the whole fabric; we had solemnly covenanted with one 
another that there should be a supreme legislative body, 
composed of two integral parts—the one of them, perpet- 
ually existing, the other perpetually renewed—each cor- 
recting the other in whatever exaggeration of its principle 
it might otherwise be ex posed to, but neither capable of acting 
(legislatively) without the other, and the existence of 
the one supposing the co-ordinate, subsidiary, or, if he 
might so express it, supplementary existence of the other. 
It is a wild idea, without the semblance of support from any 





sound doctrine, inconsistent with the whole scheme of the 
Government, to suppose that the tenure of the representative 
authority, thus precisely and solemnly designated by the 
whole people of the United States in their fundamental law, 
can be changed, any part of them, at their good will and 
pleasure. The States, and the people of the States, are 
bound to conform in good faith to that principle by the most 
sacred of all obligations, as well as by the most manifest 
consideration of policy. 

Looking, then, at these two sections together, every one 
must see that the object was, as he had said, to constitute 
the Legislature, and insure its existence and its duration. 
Looking at the former alone, it provides, Ist, that the 
House of Representatives shall be elected for two years ; 
2d, that whenever any vacancy shall occur in the repre- 
sentation from any State, the Executive authority thereof 
shall see to its being filled up by the people. 

He could not resist the conviction that they who adopt- 
ed this section thought they had provided for that perpet- 
ual renewal of the House, which is necessarily presuppos- 
ed by the perpetual existence of the other branch of the 
Legislature. The idea of a mutilated Congress is a mon- 
strosity—it could not have occured. He was sure it had 
never occurred to any one of the wise men who laid the 
foundation of this Government in so much good faith and 
singleness of purpose. Were not the words of the clause 
comprehensive enough? Was there any exception or re- 
serve in them? Could there have been less? They or- 
dained elections for two years: and they further ordained 
that, whenever ‘‘ vacancies should happen in the repre- 
sentation from any State,” be they what they might, 
they should be filled up by the people. Was not that right 
and proper? And that the people might surely be called, 
in a regular and certain way, to exercise that right, they 
imposed it as a high and solemn duty upon the heads of the 
State Governments themselves to all time, to see that they 
were socalled. What limitation, he asked again, could 
be pretended to be imposed upon the large and compre- 
hensive generality of these terms? Would it be said that 
this was no vacancy? No vacancy, when this Congress 
assembles under the constitution, and two districts are not 
represented? It was like the argument of the old philos- 
opher against the existence of motion, to be answered by 
the fact itself—no other answer was needed—none could 
be given by a plain man. 

There was stress laid on the verb ‘‘to happen.” Mr. 
Wirt’s excellent opinion, which had been printed for 
the use of the House, had settled the legal philology 
of that unfortunate word forever. But, if it had not, could 
any one seriously pretend to speak English and deny 
that to have happened which actually was? Was it 
not a fact that, unless Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson 
were admitted to their seats, a vacancy had happened in 
the House? And could it happen in the House with- 
out happening in the representation of any State? To 

him it appeared very clear, that the word ‘* representa- 
tion,’”’ as used in the constitution, meant the abstract idea 
of the share of each State in the legislative power. South 
Carolina should have 9 Representatives out of 242. If he 
were asked by a foreigner what her representation was, he 
should apprehend him clearly, and answer, without diffi- 
culty, it was nine members—not A, B, C, or D. It was 
the correlative of ‘* direct taxation”—an ens rationis—a 
being existing in coatemplation of law, and in the scheme 
of the constitution ; and this interpretation reconciled, as 
good interpretation always did, the most exact principles of 
a philosophical theory with the common sense and common 
language of mankind. 

This construction seemed to be agreeable to all the ad- 
mitted canons of interpretation, and to fulfil every one of 

| their cardinal objects. st. It was the most simple and 
literal, and that is always to be adhered to if possible. 2d. 
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It was in furtherance of popular right, considering the peo- 
ple of Mississippi in their immediate relation to that House, 
3d. It was equally to be favored as enforcing a high duty 
of the same people considered as a part of a confederacy— 
the duty of maintaining the Government in ite integrity. 
4th. It prevented immense public inconvenience ; never, 
indeed, could the argument ab inconvenienti be stronger. 

He begged the House to consider the subject in this 
point of view. More than one difficulty presented itself 
in relation to it. 

In the first place, he would ask, was it consistent with 
the constitution that, in the compulsory inevitable absence 
of the representation of one or more States here, the others 
should meet and transact business? He did not mean an 
absence from casualty—for, of course, they cannot, con- 
sistently with the exigencies of human affairs, be taken 
into the account—but absence under a legal disability, and 
that disability approved, according to the argument, and 
almost imposed in the constitution itself. Had such a case 
ever been contemplated! Will any one pretend that any 
provision has been made for such a case? Why not, if it 
be in the purview of the constitution? But what was the 
House to do in such a contingency now, in the opinion of 
some gentlemen, actually arisen? Could it goon? Ay 
orno? They might take either branch of the alternative. 
If yea, then where should the line be drawn ! If the absence 
of one State, under such a disability, were no legal obsta- 
cle to the proceedings of this House, why should that of 
ten be so—nay, of twenty, provided the other six could 
send aquorum? And the matter of fact was that it required 
actually not many more than six to compose a majority here: 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, Kentucky, Tennesse, would do it. You have then, 
on this supposition, a Legislature which is complete in the 
absence, under an invincible legal disability, of nineteen 
out of twenty-six of the sovereignties of whose delegates it 
is composed ; that legal disability being considered, like 
that of infancy, as a high privilege, and as guarantied by 
the very constitution which, at the same time, enabled 
others thus to take advantage of it! 

But if the answer were in the negative, then here was a 
country deliberately exposing itself to all the dangers of a 
complete irremediable interregnum of its whole legislative 
power for, it might be, nine months in every Congres- 
sional term! Did any body think that a construction 
lightly to be adopted which led to such consequences as 
these! See what the very men who formed the constitu- 
tion thought of that state of things which was now claimed 
as a privilege, while an attempt to prevent its immense 
and obvious inconveniences, by the usual exercise of pop- 
ular sovereignty under the same constitution, was denoun- 
ced, with a gravity almost comic, as downright usurpation 
and tyranny. Look into the Declaration of Independence, 
said Mr. I..; you will there find that among the grounds 
and motives of that ever-memorable step, among the facts 
submitted to a candid world as fully justifying revolution 
and civil war, is the very right claimed, it should seem, 
and exercised at the expense of the people of this country 
by the British crown. In the same catalogue with the 
burning of our towns, the ravaging our coasts, the destroy- 
ing the lives of our countrymen, the transporting us be- 
yond sea for trial, the bringing hither of large armies of 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, 
and tyranny, under circumstances unprecedented in his- 
tory, and unworthy of the head of a civilized country, it is 
expressly charged that he had repeatedly dissolved legisla- 
tive bodies, refusing to call them together again, whereby 
their powers had returned to the people for their exercise, 
the State remaining exposed in the meantime to all the dan- 
gers of invasion from abroad and insurrections within. That 
was their simple way of considering the subject; and he ven- 
tured to say that, had some public exigency still more mo- 
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mentous and awakening occurred in the earlier part of this 
year, when so many States were without Representatives 
elect, requiring at the hands of the Executive the conven- 
ing of Congress—had a sudden invasion, had a fearful ser- 
vile war, had some great and alarming revolt against the 
laws, such as we have already seen in the history of the 
country, or worse, occurred, there would scarcely have 
been found a man to doubt but that elections held under 
writs issued by the Executives of those States were valid, 
and that the Executives were empowered to issue such 
writs precisely to protect society against the terrible con 
se juences of omissions like these. 

On the whole, therefore, Mr. I. said he was sure the 
House would agree with him that he had so far made out 
an exceedingly strong case, and that if the election in Mis- 
sissippi were to be impeached, it would not be for any 
thing to be found in the second and third sections of the 
constitution. 

He would next proceed to inquire how far his previous 
conclusions were affected by the 4th section, on which so 
much stress had been laid. It was as follows: 

‘**The times, places, and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each 
State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at 
any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as 
to the place of choosing Senators.” 

‘*The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in De- 
cember, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.” 

To which may be added the clause in the 3d section of 
the 2d article empowering the President “ on extraordinary 
occasions to convene both Houses.” 

The question was whether the power thus granted to the 
States, to regulate the time, place, and manner of holding 
elections of representatives, was meant to be absolute and 
unqualified, as gentlemen seemed to imagine, or was, like 
all other powers, granted for accomplishing the great cardi- 
nal objects of the constitution, subject to the tacit condition 
of being exercised confermably to the scheme and purposes 
of that constitution. 

Every one who had weighed well the views he had already 
submitted to the House would, he thought, agree that it was 
necessarily qualified and conditional ; and that the execu- 
tion of it might be vicious either by excess or by defect, 
either by doing too much, or by doing too little. The case 
before the House was one, he thought, of an imperfect ex- 
ecution of the power. 

In the first place, the House would remark, that, in a strict 
theorv, the whole subject of its own elections ought to have 
been absolutely within the control of the federal Government, 
for the same reason that any other part of its essential 
action—its Executive administration, for instance—had been 
rendered independent of the States. The relation between 
the members of that body and its constituents was immedi- 
ate—the Government was in this respect national, and not 
federal. It must be regarded, therefore, as a great conces- 
sion to the States to allow them even this modified right to 
regulate the circumstances of elections, of which the periods 
and the character had been unalterably determined by the 
second section. This, let it be remarked, was none of 
the reserved richts of the States; it was merely the crea- 
ture and the incident of the federal constitution itself. But 
cogent reasons of public convenience and established usage 
in different States, made them naturally tenacious of the 
power of regulating their elections in their own way. 

It was matter of local detail, with which their Legislatures 
would be of course best acquainted. Some of them voted 
by ballot, others viva voce—some of them preferred what is 
called a general ticket, others the district system ; these, and 
many other similar circumstances, would make the adoption 
of any inflexible universal rule, unless experience should 
prove it to be quite indispensable, very difficult, and its 
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operation if adopted unequal and inconvenient. It is by no 
means to be wondered at, therefore, that we find the States 
insisting strenuously upon having the power to regulate the 
circumstances—the time, place, and manner—of elections, in 
the way which their Legislatures should judge most agreea- 
ble to their immediate constituents. But bow did it follow 
that because, through a departure from the rigor of theoret- 


ical principles in favor of public convenience, they have a | 


right to render the performance of their duty under the sec- 
ond section of the constitution as little irksome or annoying 
as possible to themselves, therefore they were left at perfect 
liberty to perform it or not, at their pleasure? that because 
they may regulate the circumstances of an election, they 
have therefore an unqualified control over its existence, and 
over the tenure of the office created under it? because, in 
short, they had a power under the 4th section, of which the 
exercise in good faith is perfectly consistent with the duties 
imposed in the 2d, therefore the duty is swallowed up by 
the power given for its fulfilment, and the great cardinal 
provision of the law, by one that was merely subsidiary 
and instrumental to it? 

If an unqualified control over the whole subject of elec- 
tions for Congress had been intended to be vested in the 
States, why impose this duty of issuing writs to fill up va- 
cancies—al] vacancies—as an article of the fundamental law 
of the Union, upon their Executive authoritics forever? 
If the general election was to be so completely in their 
power, that it should be claimed and proclaimed as their 
undoubted right to order or to omit it, why not leave it to 
their legislation also to take care of a few casual vacancies ? 
Why mention vacancies at all? There appeared to him but 
one possible conclusion, and that was, that in all cases 


whatsoever of vacancy in the representation from any State, 
when it was called for there, the executive authority should 


see to their being filled up by the people—because such 
a case as a State so arranging its election laws as purposely 
to create a vacancy, was not contemplated, and could not 
be contemplated, by those who framed the Government, on 
the principles he had already explained. 

Therefore, as he read the constitution, all elections being 
intended aud supposed to be held before the 4th of March, 
all vacancies were, of course, such as every one admitted 
to be properly filled by writs from the Executive. This 
simple, natural, and fair construction reconciled or pre- 
cluded all conflicts and contradictions whatever; whereas, 
the doctrine contended for by gentlemen was the source of 
those very perplexities and incongruities qn which, as the 
House had seen, such immense stress had been laid to dis- 
prove his reading, and to which he should presently speak 
more particularly. 

The same conclusion was supported by the clauses which 
relate to the meeting of Congress. This is to take place 
at least once a year—in the absence of all legislation on the 
subject, on the first Monday in December; but any other 
day may be fixed by Congress, and the President may, by 
his proclamation, anticipate, whenever the public good may 
require it, the regular term under the law or the constitu- 


tion. Now, a meeting of this House, thus called by the 


Executive, would be as constitutional, and, since it would 
generally be called under the pressure of some great exi- 
gency, at least as important as any other. 

Then, did any one pretend that a State would have a 
right to elect for only one of the two sessions of a Congress ? 
And if a State did so, what should this House decide as to 
the vacancy thus created? That was the very question it 
had now to decide. For that session was as legitimate, as 
constitutional, as the regular session in December: and if 
a State had a right to contrive its laws so as to defeat or 
prevent the one, it had the same right in regard to the 
other. 

As a matter of right—of moral competency, at least— 
nobody, he was sure, for reasons already assigned, would 
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be extravagant enough to contend for any such arbitrary 
and anti-social power in the Legislatures of the States. At 
any rate, the wilful exercise of it was not lightly to be pre- 
sumed: the fair conclusion was, in such cases as that be- 
fore the House, that it was a mere omission, an oversight— 
an accident, in short, by which a literal interpretation of 
| the State law would be rendered inconsistent with the par- 
amount objects of the constitution. ‘The vacancy must be 
| supposed to have happened, in the ordinary sense of the 
term—that is, to have occurred involuntarily and casually ; 
; and, he repeated, it was the very object of that clause in 
the constitution to prevent the evil consequences of such 
| omissions and accidents. What if the election law of a 
State had been wholly forgotten in the hurry and bustle of 
a session of its Legislature? What if, by some casualty, 
the great seal of the State had not been affixed to it, or 
some other necessary formality had been forgotten ? 

But, said gentlemen, all those inconveniences were fure- 
seen and provided against by the same clause of the consti- 
tution which vests this power in the States ; for it goes on 
to give the ultimate control over its exercise to Congress, 
which had only to pass a uniform law upon the subject : 
and it was asked, Should this extraordinary means of a 
Governor’s writ be resorted to, when another as effectual 
was at hand? 

To this he answered, in the first place, that no ordinary 
means could preclude all casualties. Mistake, omission, 

| and other accidents just alluded to, would occur in spite of 
| every precaution ; and why adopt a construction by which, 
| even under the most pressing imaginable exigencies of 
| society, they could not be obviated, when nothing what- 
| ever rendered such a construction necessary, and no in- 
conveniences could possibly result from the opposite and 
more simple construction? But, in the next place, he 
proceeded to deny that the reservation to Congress of the 
power to alter the State laws, in this particular, had the 
same object as the power conferred upon their Executive 
authorities to issue a writ for the filling up of vacancies. 
He admitted that stress was laid, in the discussions that 
took place while that constitution was under consideration, 
upon the necessity of reserving the ultimate control to 
Congress, because, otherwise, it would be competent for 
the States, by refusing tou pass any election Jaws at all, to 
create an interregnum in the Government. But he insist- 
ed—besides that nothing is more unsafe than to construe a 
law, not according to its natural import, but by reference 
to the reported, or even the ascertained, delarations of 
some of its advocates at the time—that such expressions in 
| the writing and speeches of ’88 might be reconciled, with- 
| out any violence, to his reading of the constitution. 

Certainly, in every well-constituted State, there must 
be election laws—laws regulating the time, place, and 
manner of exercising the great fundamental right of suf- 
frage—although, as has been shown, that right exists in- 
dependently of all such laws, and has often, in the history 
of all free Governments, been exercised without them. 

| Care must be taken that these circumstances be well ascer- 
tained, and notified to the electors, in order that there 
should be no mistake or surprise, and that the result of the 
election might be in fact, as it was in conclusion of law, a 
fair expression of the sense of the people. If an election 
be regularly held in conformity to law, those who vote de- 
cide for all. It goes on a necessary presumption, where 
proof is impossible. But if there be any ground to allege 
mistake or misunderstanding, or want of notice or informa- 
tion, it vitiates a popular election, and that presumption 
cannot apply. Hence, the most precise speaker or writer 
might very well say that to give the States an absolute 
control over the whole*subject of the election laws, was to 
make Congress dependent for its existence upon their will 
and pleasure ; for it was not necessary here to contend (as 
i twas thought he did) that the executive authority had 
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| the means necessary to its effectual operation. 


by law, as he should presently have occasion to explain | 


more fully. 


It was, then, in reference to the necessity of | 


some legislation upon the subject, which every body would 
admit was (as a geveral rule) indispensable, that so much | 


importance had been attached to this clause in the consti- 


the discussions of the day. 
But it was further to be remarked that the powers thus 
reserved to Congress went much beyond that claimed for 


M88 
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wedi have no sort of otntanh over its exercise. The dis, 
tinction is between sharing in a power, and disposing of 
The par- 


allel appeared to him to be exact. 

As to the precedents cited from the Senate, he contended 
that they did not apply. First, because there is a remark- 
able difference in the words of the coustitution in regard to 


| the filling up of vacancies in the two bodies. Secondly, be- 
tution, and such sweeping terms used in regard to it, in | 


the State Executive, which was only that of preventing | 
vacancies occasioned by imperfect or perverse legislation of | 


the States. It controlled absolutely the whole subject of 
congressional elections, with the single exception of the 
place of electing Senators. That body might, as he had 
already said, pass uniform laws requiring all elections to 


be by ballot or viva voce—all to be by general ticket or by | 
district—all to be at the same season of the year, &c. It 


might not only restrain and rectify an unconstitutional ex- 
ercise of the power of the States in this particular—it might 
not only supply deficiencies or retrench excesses in it—but 
might supersede and annul the (otherwise) constitutional 
exercise of it. Jt was, therefore, quite natural that it 
shoukl have been the object of jealous and vehement dis- 
cussion in a country of such various character and condi- 
tion, and that, in that discussion, the great prominent ob- 
jects of the respective provisions should have absorbed the 
attention of minds engaged in the discussion. Besides, the 
States demanded the right to regulate time, place, and 
manner: did they claim that of creating an interregnum in 
the Government ? 
ens of their independence, was one to be found who cen- 
sidered that as a high privilege, an incommunicable attri- 
bute of sovereignty? It was, therefore, 
the fact thus relied on by gentlemen, consistently with the 
view which he had presented; and he again reminded the 
House of: the cardinal principle of interpretation which 
required them to lean in favor of admitting every part of the 
people to its share in the legislative power of the country. 

But conceding that, had there been no election law in 
Mississippi, there would have been a failure of representa- 
tion, how did that affect the case of an election held under 
a law, as he had already observed, in exact conformity with 
it? Had that statute, which actually provides for elections 
to fill up vacancies, gone on to authorize the Executive to 
issue his writ in the event of an extraordinary session, it 
would not have been disputed but that the election had 
been legal. It has done every thing but that, and yet the 
vmission of such an authority can be supposed to vitiate it. 
But, in fact, that authorization, had it been expressly given, 
would have been, according to his previous reasoning, 


merely superfluous—expressio coram qua tacite insunt— | 


for the Executive derives his power to issue a writ in such 
a case from the constitution of the United States, and that 
power could neither be increased nor diminished by any act 
of the State. Admitting, then, for the sake of the argument, 
that it could not have been exercised in the absence of all 


State legislation on the subject,* yet here the State legis- | 


Jation being complete, his power wanted nothing to give it 
full effect. He issued his writ, and it was executed under 
the statute. So the President and Senate may make a 
treaty without consulting the House of Representatives, 
but should an appropriation be necessary to its fulfilment, 
the House has the constitutional power of withholding it. 
Yet the treaty-making power was a substantive, and, ex- 
cept in the case mentioned, an inde pendent one; and, had 
the supply been voted in advance, it is plain that the House 
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cause the mischiefs arising from a vacancy were far greater 
in a fluctuating body than a permanent one, as ive had al- 
ready had occasion to observe; and, lastly and principally, 
because there was a still more important distinction between 
the two cases—a distinction, indeed, so important that, 

even if the words were precisely the saine in the two clauses, 

different rules of interpretation might fairly be applied to 
them. Whena vacancy occurs in the Senate, the Exe: 

utive of the State is authorized to make a temporary ap- 
pointment, until the next meeting of the Legislature—to 
make an appointment, he repeated, not te summon the 
Legislature to exercise their right of choice. This was a 
privilege vested in the Executive, in derogation of the com- 
mon law of the subject—of the otherwise unalterable right 
of the Legislatures of the States in this particular. It was, 
therefore, according to well-established principles, to be 
rigidly construed. On the contrary, where a vacancy oc- 
curred in the House, all that the State Executive was au- 
thorized to do was to issue his writ to call together the peo 
ple to fill it up. ‘This was a provision in furtherance of 


| the common rights of the constituency, making no change 


whatever in the relation between them and their represent- 


| ative, but simply preventing their being without one. 


Among the most extravagant champi- | 


easy to explain | 


Even, therefore, were the words the same, different con- 
structions might he put upon them, agreeably to well 
settled principles of legal interpretation. But how much 
stronger was the case when they came to collate the two 
clauses, and to find that the one which, on general princi- 
| ples, ought to be rigidly construed, was conceived in tho 
most precise terms, leaving no doubt whatever of the ex 
tent of the power thus conveyed, while the other was just 
as general and comprehensive as it ought to be, if intend 
ed to protect the people completely against all possible 
chance of an interregnum in the Government. 

He then proceeded to notice two objections which had 
been very much insisted on in the debate. 

It was said that, if this view of the constitution were just, 
every election held after the 4th of March ought to be 
held under a writ of the Executive, or it was utterly void , 
and then cases were put of elections required to be held at 
a certain time by a State Jaw, which should be ordered at 
another by such special writ. 

His answer was, in the first place, that all these difficul- 
ties arose, as he had already observed, not out of his read- 
ing of the constitution, but out of that adopted by gentlec- 
men, and served very strikingly to expose its unsoundness. 
If the States so arranged their election laws as to preclude 
all possibility of an interregnum, no such conflicts could 
evet arise. But he was willing to go further; he denied 
| that elections held under a law admitting of a vacancy, 
should an extraordinary session be called, were necessarily 
void, if no such call were made. To be sure, ip the strict 
| technical way of considering these things, in matters of mere 
meum and tuum, it might be true that euch a law would 
be pronounced utterly null and void by a court of justice— 
though there was a decision of a respectable judge* declaring 
| a law good to one intent though void as to another. But 
this whole subject of elections was, as he had shown, a 
strictly practical one, over which the House exercised its 
exclusive jurisdiction, with an enlightened equity and in 
| the spirit of indulgence and accommodation. Were that 
| House a school of sophisters or a chamber of special plead- 
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ers, these objections of a mere metaphysical exactness might 
have some weight with it; but he could see no substantial 
difficulty whatever in acquiescing in election laws of the 
States, however imperfect, so long as no practical incon- 
venience arose out of them. The abuse was become invet- 
erate, and valeant quantum valere possunt. An extraordi- 
nary session was a thing of very rare occurrence; and he 
was willing to tolerate this irregularity in the legislation of 
some of the States, provided, in case of such a session, 
their executive authorities were enabled to issue a writ to 


Mississippi Election. 


| whatever. 


prevent a vacancy in the House, and an interregnum in the | 


Government. Indeed, this seems to him strongly to re- 
commend the construction contended for; it reconciled the 
right of the States with those of the nation, and sacrificed 
to the convenience of the former every thing but their ob- 
ligations to the latter—whereas a uniform law passed by 
Congress to regulate elections would, as he had shown, be 
liable to many objections. 

Lastly, he opposed to the authority of so many laws pass- 
ed by the new States, and the opinion of their constitu- 
tionality that had lately prevailed, the still weightier au- 
thority of contemporaneous construction. 
which formed the constitution, he believed, without a sin- 
gle exception, originally ordered their elections to be held 
before the 4th of March. The great majority of them still 
did so ; a very few of them had subsequently altered their 
laws, doubtless because, extraordinary sessions being very 


rarely called, they had lost sight of the principles involved | 


in the question, and the weighty inconveniences to which 
he had alluded. 


All the States | 
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tional limitation should be rejected, and not the constitu- 
tional act. He compared it to a gift of land to a man and 
his heirs, with a proviso that it should not be subject to his 
debts or disposal ; a proviso simply void. 

He had put the case as strongly as possible for the op- 
posite side. He supposed the people themselves, through 
their Legislature, to have attempted to impose this uncon- 
stitutional limitation upon the tenure of members of Con- 
gress—and we there had shown that it was of no effect 
He concluded by showing that the objection 
applied a multo fortiori to a proclamation or writ of the 
Executive of the State. In that case, the people must be 
presumed to have acted on their own knowledge of the 
constitution, (which, also, they are presumed, as every 
body is presumed, to know,) and not on the mistaken 
views, or arbitrary behests of the Governor. 

This point, he repeated, appeared to him perfectly clear. 
He had no doubt whatever, that if the vacancy were 
properly filled under a writ from the Executive, it was 
filled both by the letter and the spirit of the constitution, 
for the whole term, which no State has any color of right 
either to divide or to prolong. He might be the more 
confident in this opinion, because it had been repeatedly es- 


| tablished by the highest tribunal in South Carolina, in 


analogous cases. In those cases, officers whose term of 
service was defined in the constitution of the States, but 
who have been commissioned for a different term, had uni- 


| formly been remitted to their constitutional tenure. 


This discussion would awaken attention | 


to them, and he was mistaken if the decision of the House | 


in favor of the sitting members would not be universally ac- 
quiesced in as the most safe and reasonable practical con- 


tution. 

As to the second part, viz: how far the limitation at- 
tempted to be imposed upon the tenure of the sitting mem- 
bers, by the restriction of it to the extra session, in the 
proclamation of the Governor of Mississippi, was of any le- 


. On the whole, Mr. L. concluded that the sitting members 
were duly elected for the whole 25th Congress; and, after 
adding a few words, touching the part which Mr. Claiborne 
had taken in the North Carolina election as entitling his 


| case to the candid examination of the House, without dia- 
struction of two apparently conflicting clauses of the consti- | 


tinction of parties, resumed his seat. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, in reference to this par- 
ticular election, he could suggest a plausible reason why 
the present members should retain their seats—a reason 


| which had not as yet been urged, and to which he con- 


gal effect, he thought it resulted inevitably from his pre- | 


vious reasonings that it was of none whatever. 


The authority of the State Executive was defined by the | 


constitution from which it was derived. [t was to issue a 
writ to fill u vacancy, without any limitation or condition ; 
not, as in the case of the Senate, to fill a vacancy which 
should be until a fixed period. Why this express differ- 
ence, in positive provision, if there was to be none in 
practice ? 

Had the Legislature itself of Mississippi ordained that the 
election of members of Congress in that State should take 


fessed he should be puzzled to find an objection. It was 
this: the House of Representatives was composed of mem- 
bere chosen every second year; and the constitution said 
that the States should regulate the manner and time of 
choosing them, unless Congress should interfere. The 
State of Mississippi had acted in accordance with this pro- 
vision, and had elected her Representatives to serve for the 
ensuing two years. The time of their election had not yet 
expired, and if they had been permitted to retain their seats 


| to this period, in that view of the case he would confess 


| set it aside. 


place generally in November, &c., but should the Presi- | 


dent convene the two Houses at any earlier period after the 
4th of March, limiting the term of service there—that in 
that cuse writs should issue for the extra session alone, and 
another set of members be chosen afterwards for the re- 


mainder of the term; every body would agree that such a | 
law was unconstitutional ; that the last words either vitiated | 
it entirely, or must themselves be rejected as repugnant | 


and void. 


which branch of the alternative to choose. 


and the latter must, of course, give way to the former. 


The people of Mississippi could, in such a case, have ex- | 


pressed their wish to be represented, if possible, on certain 
terms; but, at all events, to be represented. ‘The House 
would have to choose between rejecting their members al- 
together, or admitting them on the conditions prescribed by 
the constitution. He thought there could be no doubt 
which it should do, and that every analogy of law, every 
presumption of common sense, required that the constitu- 


that if the objection were urged, he should be puzzled to 
Under the letter of the constitution there was 
nothing to prohibit it. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, thought that, if the Governor 
of the State of Mississippi, with all his legal knowledge, 
both of the State law and that of the constitution, was of 
opinion that the terms of election would expire with the 
present session, (and that was his opinion, he having in- 
serted a clause in the writ to that eflect,) then it would be 


a fair inference to suppose that the people of the State of 


Mississippi had a similar impression. 
No one, at all versed in such matters, could hesitate | 


Mr. GHOLSON hoped the gentleman would allow him 


| to state that, at the time of his and his colleague’s elec- 
It was a conflict between the general interest and a par- | 


ticular interest, where they could not possibly be reconciled ; | of Mississippi but that, whoever were elected, were elected 


tion, there was not the slightest doubt among the people 


for the whole term of the twenty-fifth Congress. 
Mr. MASON disclaimed any disrespect to the gentle- 


| men from that State, but had merely stated what, in his 


opinion, was a fair inference, without knowing any thing 
about facts. He then went on to give his reasons why he 
could not vote for the resolution reported by the commit- 
tee. After which, 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

The House adjourned. 
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After the presentation of memorials, the House resumed 
the consideration of the report of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, in the case of Messrs. Gaotson and CiarpoRNe, 
uf Mississippi. 

Mr. HAYNES said that, until particular circumstances 
had called his attention to the subject of discussion yester- 
day, he had not intended to participate in it. 

In proceeding to examine the claim of the sitting mem- 
bers from the State of Mississippi to seats in this House, 
two points were presented for consideration. The first 
and most important is, did such a vacancy exist in the 
representation as to authorize the Governor to issue his 
writ of election for filling it? And the second is, admit- 
ting such vacancy to have existed, how far is the valid- 
ity of the election affected by its being limited to the pres- 
ent extra session of Congress by the proclamation of the 
Governor ? 

In considering the first question—the question of vacan- 
cy—and in the various definitions which honorable gen- 
tlemen had given of that term, he thought they had con- 
fined themselves to too nice and rigid a technicality. In 
the clause of the constitution which confers upon the Gov- 
ernor of a State the right, and which imposes on him the 
duty, to order an election to fill a vacancy in this House, 
no term of limitation is used restricting that right and that 


duty to any particular set of circumstances whatsoever. | 


The words of the constitution are: ‘* When vacancies 
happen in the representation of a State, the Executive au- 
thority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such va- 
cancies.” Could language be more broad than that em- 
ployed by the federal convention in empowering the Gov- 
ernor of a State to fill vacancies in this House? It cer- 
tainly could not. But, in arriving at a conclusion upon 
the subject of vacancy or no vacancy, it appeared to him 
that gentlemen had carried to the consideration of the 
causes which might produce such vacancy, the same nar- 
row and erroneous notions which had governed their in- 
terpretation of the term vacancy itself. They had con- 
fined those causes exclusively to the act of the individual 
incumbent, or the providence of God acting upon him, 
when it should have been equally applied to those whose 
duty it should be to see that no vacancy should be suffered 
to exist without having it immediately filled. 

To enable us to arrive at a just conclusion of what was 
meant by the federal cowvention in conferring upon the 
Governor of a State the power of causing vacancies in this 
House to be filled, it is necessary to inquire into the mo- 
tive of that body in organizing the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. And what was that motive? In announcing 
that motive, he would place himself upon ground which 
he was very sure no gentleman would controvert: that, in 
creating the House of Representatives, as well as the Sen- 
ate, it was the purpose of the convention, in each case, to 
create a perpetual office. That this was the office, is the 
necessary consequence of their high purpose to create a 
perpetual Government. They gave to the Senators the 
term of six, and to the Representatives the term of two 
years. But as a consequence, too obvious and inevitable 
to be contested, of creating a perpetual office to carry on 
a perpetual Government, the succession must also be per- 
petual. In proof of such intention, various considerations, 
of a character too irresistible to be denied, may be present- 
ed to the consideration of the House. In setting the new 
system in motion, its operation commenced on the 4th of 
March, 1789; thus fixing the time from which the consti- 
tutional term of the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives should be computed. All the elections to 
Congress were completed in anticipation of it; and, on 
that day, if he was not greatly mistaken, was the first ses- 
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sion of the first Congress commenced, thus fixing the start- 
ing point for calculating the commencement of every suc- 
cessive term of service in this House. 

In ascertaining the intention of the parties to contract, 
whether public or private; we might derive instruction 
from a reference to their practice under it. There were 
thirteen States coneerned in forming the federal constitu- 
tion, seven of which, together with two others since form- 
ed of portions of them, Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, South 
Carolina, and Georgia, now keep up a perpetual succes- 


| sion in this House, sending here one hundred and eighteen 


| 





out of the one hundred and seventy members who repre- 
sent the old thirteen States. The intention to preserve 
the perpetual succession already adverted to, is as plainly 
indicated in the power conferred upon the Governor of a 
State to fill vacancies, and that reserved to Congress to 
legislate in default of State legislation, as it well could 
have been, so far from there being such repugnance be- 
tween them as gentlemen have contended for. 

The language of the constitution is, ‘* the times, places, 
and manner ot holding elections of Senators and Repre- 
sentatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legis- 
lature thereof; but the Congress may at any time, by law, 
make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators.’’ For what purpose could the power 
be reserved to Congress over time and manner of choosing 
Senators, and time, manner, and place of choosing Repre- 
sentatives, and the power to fill vacancies conferred on the 
Governors of the States, unless it was for the purpose of 
keeping those offices constantly filled? It would seem to 
be impossible to forego the conclusion that this was the 
purpose of the convention, and no other. [n considering 
this point, gentlemen seemed to him to have erred in ta- 
king it for granted that Congress and the States had done 


| every thing required of them by the constitution, when 


there had, according to his view of the subject, been a 
glaring omission by both, in all cases in which the election 
of Representatives in Congress has been pustponed be- 
yond the day on which the constitutional term commences 
biennially, counting from the 4th day of March, 1789. 
He therefore came to the conclusion, which he did not 
believe a proper examination of the subject could resist, 
that a perpetual office having been created, perpetual suc- 
cession must follow as an inevitable consequence ; and 
whenever such perpetual succession is broken, either by 
the act of the incumbent or the constituent body entitled 
to fill it, a vacancy existed in the contemplation of the 
constitution, which it is the right, and not only the right, 
but the duty, of the Governor to cause to be filled, by is- 
suing his writ of election. 

But to show the mischievous consequences of the op- 
posite doctrine, it would be sufficient to state that there 
was an actual House of Representatives in existence, on 
the 4th of March last, by the previous election of more 
than one hundred and forty members, making a constitu- 
tional quorum for the transaction of business. Suppose 
some great national contingency had then made it the duty 
of the President to convene Congress at the earliest prac- 
ticable period. There was a constitutional quorum for 
the transaction of business in existence ; and no one can 
deny the constitutional power of the Executive, under the 
contingency supposed, to call them together. But al- 
though a quorum might have been so convened, and might 
constitutionally have proceeded to transact the public busi- 
ness, a majority of the States would have remained unrep- 
resented for months, unless their respective Governors had 
issued writs of election, according to the plain intent and 
meaning of the clause of the constitution requiring them 
to issue writs of election for filling vacancies in this body. 

But there is another view of the subject which bears up- 
on this question. It has been contended that, as the 
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States are only required to elect Representatives once in 
two years, the time of election is, with them, wholly a 
matter of discretion. But this is certainly an erroneous 
view of the subject, as that discretion was plainly intend- 
ed to be limited by the necessity of the case ; the necbasity 
of keeping a perpetual succession unbroken and entire. 
By the constitution, no day was fixed for commencing the 
operations of the new Government. That was settled by 
an ordinance of the Congress which ceased to exist the 
moment the federal constitution went into operation ; and 
the 4th day of March, 1789, was the day appointed by 
them. As the constitution fixed the representative term 
at two years, and as that term was to date its commence- 
ment at the 4th of March, the elections in the several 


States were intended to conform to it. If this principle | 


should not govern, and a majority of the States postpone, 


as they now postpone, their elections beyond the day on | 


which the term commences, their Representatives are not | tion to fill a vacancy, attempted to limit and control the 


| duration of that vacancy, that the full and free expression 
henee we arrive at the result, that in all such cases there | 


elected for the term prescribed by the constitution ; and 


is a vacancy, and such a vacancy as is contemplated by 


the constitution in the clause empowering and requiring | 
their Governors to fill vacancies. If, then, by the negli- | 


gence of those States and of Congress, the perpetuity of 
the succession has been broken, how can that deprive a 
Governor of his constitutional right, or excuse him from 
his high constitutional obligation to see that the vacancy 
shall be filled? There is certainly no conflict between the 
rights of the States or of Congress on the one hand, and 
the Governor on the other, under this view of the subject. 
Tt was made the duty of the Legislatures of the States, and 
in default of them of Congress, to keep up a perpetual suc- 
cession in the representative body ; and in the failure of 
either to do so, the right and the duty of the Governor of 
a State require of him to supply the omission. Nor is 
this view derogatory to the rights of the people, but in 
support and affirmance of them. In the case already sup- 
posed, or a convention of Congress at the commencement 
of the constitutional term, according to the doctrine ad- 
vanced by those who oppose the regularity of the Missis- 
sippi election on the ground that there was no vacancy, a 
majority of the States, under their present election laws, 
might remain unrepresented for months, and their constit- 
uency unheard in this body. But, according to the view 
presented by him, every State in the Union would be 
represented with no more delay than might be necessary 
for their Governor to convene the electors by his proclama- 
tion. The conclusion of his argument was, that as the 
representative office is perpetual, and as that carries with 
it perpetual succession, if the State Legislature shall so 
leave it that on the 4th of March, cerresponding with the 


biennial commencement of the representative term in this | 


House, any State shall be unrepresented, a vacancy has 
happened, on which arises the power and the obligation 
of the Governor to cause it to be filled. He said he was 
aware that this might be considered a novel doctrine ; but 
it was the legitimate consequence of his original proposi- 
tion, the perpetuity of the representative office, and its 
necessary result of a perpetual succession ; and he had al- 
ready shown that the people were deeply interested in the 


establishment of the doctrine. If, then, his premises and | 


conclusion were legitimate, there was a vacancy in the 
representation of the State of Mississippi, requiring of the 
Governor to issue his writ of election for filling it; that 
such writ had been issued; the people had assembled at 
the places, and held the election in the manner required, 
and, a3 a consequence, the honorable gentlemen claiming 
seats in this House as Representatives from that State, are 
as clearly entitled to them as any members belonging to it. 
In regard to the second point in the case, the limitation 
attempted to be imposed by the Governor upon the term 
for which members were to be elected, it seemed to him to 


Mississippi Election. 


be waste of words to discuss it. ‘There was a vacancy, 
and a vacancy running to the close of the Congressional 
term. ‘The Governor was not only authorized, but re- 
quired, to issue his writ of election to fill it. He did issue 
that writ, and because of the attempt to limit the term to 
the present session, will any one seriously urge that the 
whole proceeding is vitiated by it? 

For whose benefit was that election ordered to take 
place? For the people of Mississippi. By whom was it 
conducted? By the people who were interested in it. 
And, so far as we are informed, the whole canvass was con- 
ducted with a perfect understanding, that the election 
would cover the remainder of the term of the twenty-fifth 
Congress. Ard, more, the canvass was animated, the 
election was full, and decided by a large majority. Who 
then will have the hardihood to say, because the Governor, 
in performing his constitutional duty of ordering an elec- 


of the public will of the State of Mississippi shall pass 
unregarded in this House? For his own part, in every 
question involving the rights of the people, he shoul 
always be found in support of those rights to the best of 
his ability. 

Mr. SLADE contended that neither the resolution nor the 
amendment took the true ground. He did not believe that 
the members elected were entitled to hold their seats during 
the entire continuance of the 25th Congress, and he did 
believe they were entitled to seats at the extra session ; and 
if any gentleman would bring forward a proposition to this 
effect, he would vote for it. He was not in favor of the 
amendment, but if he was compelled to decide between it 
and the original resolution, he would be compelled to vote 
for it. From the most careful examination which he could 
give the subject, he had come to the conclusion that such 
a vacancy had happened as was contemplated by the con- 
stitution. He contended that the Governor had the power 
to fill up this vacancy, by issuing his writ of election to 
fill the vacancy until the time of the regular election under 
the constitution of the State, and went into a lengthy ar- 
gument in support of this view of the case. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought it perfectly manifest that 


| the people of Mississippi intended to have Representatives 


in Congress at the present extra session, and he was glad 
that by the rules of the House the gentlemen were perimit- 
ted to take seats at the present session of Congress, be- 


| cause he was always willing to take into account the will 
| of the constituency. It was assumed, however, that the 





people believed, at the time of the election, that they were 
electing Representatives for the twenty-fifth Congress ; but 
this he took to be an improper assumption ; because the 
people were only authorized by the Governor to vote for 
members to the extra session of Congress, and therefore it 
was but fair to presume that the people were not generally 
of opinion that they were electing members for the whole 
of the twenty-fifth Congress. ‘They were led to believe, 
by the proclamation of the Governor, that the term of those 
they were voting for would expire at the time when the 
existing law of the State provides that the election for 
members of Congress should take place. He contended 
that it was not in the power of the Governor to authorize 
an election for the whole of the 25th Congress ; because, 
if the Governor was clothed with this power, he could set 
aside the laws of the State entirely. He contended that 
the real difficulty in relation to the Mississippi election was 
defective legislation; because the Legislature had not pro- 
vided for the exigency which might arise in case of a call 
of an extra session of Congress immediately after the fourth 
of March. It appeared to him that the proper course would 
have been for the Governor to call the Legislature to pro- 
vide the means of filling wp the vacancy which had oceur- 
red, and cited the late election in Rhode [sland as an illus- 
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tration of his idea. There the Legislature provided for the 
case of an earlier election of Representatives to Congress, 
and no one dreamed that this difficulty would be remedied 
by the Governor.issuing his writ of election to supply the 
vacancy. 

Mr. HOWARD addressed the Chair as follows: 

I am not disposed, sir, (said Mr. H.,) to repeat argu- 
ments which have been already urged with great effect by 
those who have preceded me in this debate, The points 
involved in the case have been fully stated, and, indeed, 
the speech of the honorable gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. 
PENNY BACKER,] a member of the Committee of Elections, 
left but little original matter to be urged by those who might 
be inclined to follow him upon the same side of the ques- 
tion, The fairness with which he stated the case, and the 
logical comments which he made as he passed its different 
branches under review, almost exhausted the argument, 
and only alittle gleaning can be found, here and there, | 
lying upon the field which he traversed. He has reversed | 
the example of the benevolent Jew in scripture, and in- | 
stead of purposely leaving an occasional handful to be | 
picked up by the humble and industrious gleaner, as a re- 
ward for patient toil, he has scarcely left enough to make, 
when collected, a single sheaf. Unwilling to seize ‘upon | 
the produce of another man’s labor, by appropriating to 
my own use an entire shock, as is too often done in this | 
House, I should have remained a silent spectator of the scene, | 
if it were not that I have been induced to explore for my- | 
self a corner which has hitherto escaped observation, the | 
result of which inquiry I will bring particularly your | 
notice, after some general observations upon the su. ject. 

The facts in the case are few and admitted. ‘The Le- | 
gislature of Mississippi omitted to provide by law for hold- 
ing an election for members of Congress, in case a special 
session of that body might be convened by the President 
before November, and the Governor ordered an election to 
be held, directing that the persons chosen should retain 
their seats until the recurrence of the regular election, in 
November, and two members are now in their seats in this 
body under that proceeding. Are they members ofahe en- 
tire twenty-fifth Congress, or for a part of it, or is the 
whole election void? ‘These are the questions which we 
must consider, and reply to one or other of them inthe 
affirmative. There is no other choice. We must select 
out of the three positions any one that we prefer, upon 
which our judgment can rest with the greatest degree of 
satisfaction. But, although we are presented with three 
opinions, (not concurring in the propriety of the phrase, 
three alternatives, I will not use it,) yet it is remarkable 
that, when we come to vote, we must discard one, and 
choose between the remaining two. A majority of the 
Committee of Elections have reported a resolution declar- 
ing that the election is valid, and that the members chosen 
under it must hold their seats for the entire term of the 
twenty-fifih Congress ; and a minority have reported a res- 
olution declaring the election to have been totally void. 
No one has proposed to amend either one, so as to obtain 
a vote upon the proposition that the sitting members are 
entitled to their seats until November, and no longer ; and 
until some one shall offer such an amendment, there is no 
basis upon which those who hold such an opinion can ex- 
press it by their vote, and the House, therefore, must select, 
according to its best judgment, one of the only two prop- 
ositions before it. The gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
Stave, ] who has just addressed the Chair, showed a de- 
sire to rest his vote upon this theory, but abstained from 
drawing it forth from the shadowy obscurity in which it 
now lies, by presenting it in the form of a distinct propo- 
sition. It is not difficult to account for his reluctance to 
adopt the report of the minority. The high authority of 
one of the most distinguished jurists that our country has 
ever produced, and who was known to be a favorite poli- 
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tician with that gentleman, is directly in his path; and I 
am not at all surprised that his respect for the character 
and attainments of the late William Wirt was too strong 
to permit him to run counter to the recorded opinion of that 
distinguished man. I shall have occasion hereafter to refe 
particularly to that opinion, and only allude to it now to 
show its power in driving from a concurrence with the re- 
port of the minority all those who attach any value to his 
construction of the constitution, even although they take 
refuge in a theory so unsubstantial that no one will call 
upon the House for a vote upon it. It is not worth while 


| to consume time by attacking a hypothesis in which its own 


friends do not appear to have the slightest confidence; but 
I must be permitted to remark, that the doctrines which 
would break up the constitutional term of service of the 
members of this House into any number of long or short 
periods, according to the humor or policy of every State, 
seems to be as new as it is visionary. For wise purposes, 
which it is easy to see, the framers of the constitution di- 
rected that we should perform the duties appertaining to 
our stations here for two years, and we have taken upon 
ourselves the high responsibility of executing these im- 
portant trusts in the face of the nation, anxiously watch- 
ing every step that we take. The obligation rests upon 
every State in the Union to be represented here, and it can- 
not fulfil it by instalments, by portioning out the debt 
which it owes to its sister States, and discharging a little 
atatime. The whole House has a right—the whole na- 
tion has a right—to the benefit which the experience of 
even some months may confer upon the members of this 
body. The measures which may be proposed and discus- 
sed, must be decided upon by the same individuals who 
have assisted in proposing and discussing them. We come 
in together and must go out together. We resemble, in 
this respect, the changes of horses in a stage coach; and 
the idea that a part of us can serve but for a portion of our 
legislative journey, then to be superseded by fresh comers, 
is as unfounded as it would be ridiculous to stop a coach at 
every mile to change a single horse in the team, But, as 
I have already remarked, whilst members upon this floor 
are using this theory in debate, no one has sufficient reli- 
ance upon its correctness to call for a vote of the House upon 
it. I will therefore dismiss it from further consideration. 
Whilst listening to the arguments by which the friends 
of the two propositions before us sustained their respective 
opinions, there was one reflection which pressed itself upon 
me. It was this. Both sides agree, as they ought to do, 
in attaching primary importance to the wishes of the peo- 
ple of Mississippi, and profess themselves desirous to carry 
that will into effect, if they can only find out what it is. 
One expression of their wish is admitted on all hands. All 
agree that the people of that State intended to be represent- 
ed here at this extra session, and made every effort in their 
power to be so. Those who advocate the report of the mi- 
nority, and are willing to declare the election totally void, 
of course intend to shut the doors of this hall upon the sit- 
ting members from the moment that the resolution passes. 


| If we adopt it to-day, they cannot come among us to-mor- 


row, and Mississippi would have no Representatives here. 
So far, then, as the people of that State have expressed a 
clear desire, about which there is not, and cannot be, any 
controversy, to have a share in the important decisions of 
this extra session, just so far must we allow that expression 
to have controlling influence in the vote which we may 
give, provided that vote be regulated solely by a regard to 
their wishes. What then is the attitude of the two parts 
of the House? Let us see how they stand as to the ob- 
servance of the will of the people of Mississippi. Two 
gentlemen present themselves here on the first day of the 
session, having filed their credentials with the cierk, and 
offer to be aworn in, as usual. No opposing claimant ap- 
pears. No petition is presented from a single man in 
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Mississippi, contesting their seats. ‘The day upon which | 
Congress was to meet was notorious, known probably to | 
every voter in the State; and yet no voice is heard from | 
that quarter, casting a suspicion upon the integrity of the | 
election. A member of this House, actuated apparently 
by a greater zeal for the preservation of the elective fran- 
chise and laws of Mississippi than was felt by any citizen 
of that State, rises an interposes an objection to those two 
gentlemen taking their seats; and that, too, before the facts | 
in the case were known, ur could be ascertained by any 
impartial tribunal, owing to the imperfect organization of | 
the House, The people of Mississippi were supposed to 
be so indifferent to their own rights, or so incapable of as- | 
serting them, that it became necessary to assume a guard- | 
ianship over them to protect their injuredinnocence. ‘The 
House, however, rejected this monstrous interference, and 
wisely reserved the consideration of all questions that might 
grow out of the election, until the facts could be settled by | 
a committee. The business of the session went on. Still | 
no competitors for the seats appeared. No petition was 
presented contesting the election. The people whom these 
two gentlemen claimed to represent, seemed to be satisfied, 
as far as silence can be construed into acquiescence ; and, 
in these days of freedom of speech, men are not apt to re- | 
main silent where they think there is cause of complaint. 
At the request of these members themselves, the Commit- 
tee of Elections were directed to look into the matter, and 
up to this moment of discussing the two reports which they 
have given us, not even a half-stifled hum has been heard | 
in Mississippi expressive of discontent with the election: | 
and yet this spotaneous guardianship continues to be ex- | 
ercised for the protection of the rights of those people, and | 
we ere urged, out of great tenderness towards them, to de- 
clare an election void which they have made, lest, forsooth, 
we may violate their will by confirming it. Do the gen- 
tlemen who thus argue feel with Bassanio, when he is ad- 
dressing Portia, that they are inclined 


“ To do a great right, do a little wrong, 
And curb this cruel devil of his will ?” 


Are they dissatisfied with the manner in which the election 
has resulted, and would gladly seize upon any reason for 
trying it over again? I will not suppose it; but itis a 
singular coincidence that every member of this House who 
has addressed it upon this subject, who is of different poli- 
tics from the two members returned from Mississippi, is in 
favor of setting aside their election. I can readily under- 
stand how there should be a difference of opinion upon the 
constitutional point involved in the case, upon which I 
mean to touch presently, but I cannot consent that they 
should place the vindication of their course upon a desire 
to carry out the popular will. Suppose, sir, that we adopt 
the resolution of the minority of the committee and declare 
the election void ; and suppose that the people of Missis- 
sippi could interrogate us why we had done so. If we 
answered that we had paid respect to their will, they would 
reply that their will was to be represented at this important 
extra session, and that we knew it; for we do know it, and 
all admit it. If they pressed the inquiry still further, and 
asked why we had destroyed the political existence of those 
to whom they had shown themselves wedded, would it do 
to reply as Richard does to Lady Anne, when she upbraids 
him with destreying her spouse, that he ‘* did itto help 
her to a better husband?” Are gentlemen such devoted 
friends and lovers of the people of Mississippi, that they 
would put ont of the way the object of their choice, in 
order to give them a chance of making a better selection ! 
I think that they would not be as placable as was the lady. 
They would be apt to reject the doubtful friendship of their 
self-appointed guardians, who, from a nervous apprehen- 
sion lest those people may be injured in their rights, at 
once disfranchise them ; and, from a morbid sensitiveness 


lest their free suffrage may be endangered, turn the ac- — 


knowledged members of their choice out of this hall for the 
remainder of this extra session. Whether we may remain 
here for a longer or shorter period of time, makes no dif- 
ference in the argument. It is certain that we shall have 
to decide some important questions which will be closely 
contested, and the absence of two members may decide the 
fate of measures to which the whole country is looking 
with deep anxiety ; and, besides, the question of time can 
have no bearing wpon the point which I am now consider- 


, ing. I am endeavoring to show that, inasmuch as it is ad- 


mitted, upon all hands, that the people of Mississippi have 
clearly shown their wish to be represented here during this 
extra session, and those who sustain the report of the 
minority, which sets the election aside, are, of course, for 
ejecting the sitting members forthwith, it will not do fer 
them to rest the justification of their proceeding upon the 


| ground that they are anxious to carry into effect the will 


of that State. They are committing the very act which 
they profess to be anxious to avoid. Whilst they are urg- 
ing upon us their extreme care to follow the popular will, 
they are forcibly divorcing the people (as the use of this 
word finds its way into every subject at this session) from 
the object of their choice; and, as gentle dissuasives will 
not succeed, they apply the figurative wedge and sledge- 


| hammer violently to separate those who are living volun- 


tarily in close alliance. Sir, let the supporters of the 
minority report rest their arguments upon a refined and 
technical construction of the constitution, ‘but let them not 
assume the untenable position that they are acting in con- 
formity with the will of the people of Mississippi. 

But it is said that although it is admitted that an elec- 
tion was held for the present extra session, yet there is no 
evidence that there was any intention on the part of the 


| people that the term of service of the sitting members should 


continue any longer than that time. I grant that it is not 
easy to ascertain how this is; but still there is enough from 
which to draw a satisfactory conclusion. One of the sitting 


| members has publicly declared, in his place, upon his re- 


sponsibility as a member of the House, that, during the 
canvass, no other opinion was expressed from any quarter 
than that the election was fur members of the 25th Con- 
| gress; that the candidates and voters universally so con- 
sidered it. We know, also, that the presses upon both 
sides spoke of it in the same way; and we have a still 
stronger evidence of what the public opinion was, and is, 
in the fact that at this moment there is only a single can- 
didate in the field for the November election ; and his is 
| rather a continuance of the former canvass than the insti- 
tution of a fresh one. If the general belief was that the 
sitting members would hold their seats only until Novem- 
ber, it is impossible that such a degree of languor should 
now prevail. On the contrary, the parties who fought so 
fiercely in August would have already buckled on their 
| armor for another battle in November, more particularly 
| when the victors were enjoying, not their spoils, but their 
| well earned hdnors, at this distance from the theatre of 
action, and when their absence must necessarily paralyze, 
| in some degree, the efforts of their political friends. I rely 
| upon these evidences, slight as they may be regarded, with 
the mure confidence, as no evidence at all is offered to 
maintain the opposite position, except the mere proclama- 
tion of the Governor, the effect of which upon the forma- 
tion of public opinion is nothing but conjecture. In a'l 
cases of contested election, this House has very properly 
endeavored to ascertain what the intentions of the people 
were, and has disregarded technical objections as to mere 
forms. If the two questions of ‘* what did the people mean 
to do,” and ‘‘ what have they done,” can be satisfactorily 
answered, the decisions of the House have invariably cor- 
responded with those intentions and acts. In this case, 
therefore, we may sum up the points thus: if we adopt 
the report of the majority, we place the sitting members in 
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their seats for the extra session, which the people of Mis- | 
sissippi clearly intended, and confirm them in their seats 

for the residue of the Congress, about which some doubt 

may exist as to the intentions of the people, and, of course, 

it becomes a question of evidence. If, on the other hand, 

we adopt the report of the minority, we eject these mem- 

bers from their seats forthwith, which the people of Mis- 

sissippi clearly and admittedly did not intend, and put those 

people to the trouble of another election, respecting their 

desire for which great doubt must also exist, as it too is a 

question of evidence. In the former course we are per- 

fectly certain of conforming to their will as to a part of our 

decision, and in the latter we are equally certain that we 

violate it. If, therefore, we are guided solely by a regard 

for their will, can we hesitate which to adopt ? 

But I concede that there is something more im this case 

than the single point which I have been considering. My 

object hitherto has been to show that the ground assumed 
by the friends of the minority resolution will not bear them 
out as far as that point is concerned. Let us see whether | 
any other position is stronger. 
The Legislature of Mississippi, by some unaccountable | 
oversight, omitted to vest the Governor with the power | 
which all other Governors possess under the laws of their 
respective States, of ordering an election for members of 
Congress, where a special session may be called for a day 
anterior to that designated in the law of the State, as the | 
one on which the regular election is to be biennially held. 
The Governor thought that he found an authority for so 
doing in the constitution of the United States, but thought 
also that his power under that instrument only extended to 
filling up the vacancy until the recurrence of the election 
at the usual time, and issued his proclamation and writ | 
accordingly. As all the arguments of the friends of the | 
minority resolution deny the existence of any power in the | 
Governer, whether be had issued his writs for the entire | 
25th Congress or only a portion of it, I shall not consume 
time in examining the precise effect of the writ which he | 
actually did issue; because, by contesting bis authority to | 
order an election at all, the opposite side appear to attach | 
no importance to the mode in which he exercised his | 
power, and therefore seem to acquiesce in the conclusion | 
to which the majority of the committee come in their re- 
port, of rejecting a part of his writ as surplusage. ‘The | 





question is, then, whether the Governor bad any authority 
to order an election. 
In the second section of the first article of the constitu- 
tion of the United States is found the clause which is the 
fruitful theme of this prolonged debate : 

‘* When vacancies happen in the representation from 
any State, the Executive authority thereof shall issue writs 
of election to fill such vacancies.” 

It is agreed on all hands that this clause is not a dead 
letter, but that it confers some power of some kind upon 
the Governors of States ; but it is argued that the power ex- 
tends only to issuing writs of election to fill vacancies which 
** happen,” and much subtle refinement is resorted to in 
order to draw the line of distinction between those which do 
and those which do not *‘ happen.” And it is further said 
that the term *‘ vacancy” is not applicable to the condition 
of the representation from a State when the period of service 
of former members has expired, and before the election of 
their successors. With regard to the first position, I will 
not repeat the conclusive lexicography of the gentleman | 
from Virginia, [Mr. Pex~nynacrer,] but content myself | 
with saying that it certainly has not been, or I believe at- 
tempted to be, answered. If the meaning of words is to 
be judged of by authority, the books which he has pro- 
duced conclusively show that the word ‘ happen’’ expres- 
ses a genus of which ‘‘chance” is only a species. No 
matter what may be the cause of the vacancy, whether it | 
has occurred by ‘* chance’’ or ‘‘ design,” or the expiration 


| there was no vacancy in that representation. 











(Ocw. 3, 1837. 





of a term of service, the generic word equally includes it ; 
and those who framed the constitution could not, by the 


most assiduous study, have discovered a word more com. 
prehensive in its signification than the precise one which 
they adopted. J leave this branch of the argument wher 
that honorable gentleman placed it, deeming it impossible 


| either to make it more clear or refute it. 


But, it is said, also, that there was no ‘‘vacancy”’ in the 
representation from Mississippi; that a vacancy can take 
place only when a member elect dies, or resigns, or re- 
moves, and that it cannot be created by the expiration of a 
term of service. For this limitation of the meaning of the 
word, no grammatical authority is adduced; but it rests 
upon the arbitrary assertion of those who so construe it. | 
should rather define ‘‘ vacancy” to mean the absence of 
something which ought to be there. The limited mean- 
ing which is given to it is contrary to common senee ; and 
indeed, no grammatical definition of it has been attempt- 
ed to be given. All that is said is, that the case is not 
included within it. Let us suppose that the resolution 
of the minority should be passed to-day, and that, on to 
morrow, when no person was in the occupancy of th: 
chairs which are now so worthily filled by the two gentle 
men from Mississippi, an inquirer should ask of the gentle- 
man from Ohiv, for example, where was the delegation 
from Mississippi ; he would be bound to reply, as he has 
said in his argument, there is no ‘** vacancy” in the repre- 
sentation from that State. But the incredulous interroga 
tor would proceed ; there is nobody in those chairs, and 
they are appropriated to the use of that delegation. Stil! 
my learned friend would be obliged to insist upon it, that 
It is true, ho 
would say, that Mississippi has no members upon this floor 
in those chairs, or any where else; but I tell you there is 
no vacancy, because she elected members to the last Con- 


| gress, and has not elected any to this; therefore, there is 
| no vacancy. 


Do you not perceive, sir, that this is the in- 


| evitable result of the argument upon the opposite side ’ 


Because, if there was no vacancy when the Governor is- 
sued his proclamation, there is none now; and yet, see 
how impossible it is to convince the eyes of the truth of the 
argument addressed to the ears. I say, therefore, that this 


| construction of the constitution is contrary to common 


sense, however strongly it may be supported by technicali- 
ties, and Iam no advocate for adopting refined and scholas 


| tic subtleties, as the proper means of interpreting an instru- 


ment which was intended to be understood by plain men 
in regulating the business of life. 

I wish, however, to refer you to the journal of the con 
vention which framed the constitution, in order to show 
that the meaning which we now give to the clause whic! 
I have quoted, is the one which they attached to it, when 
it received the assent of that distinguished body. But be- 
fore I du this, let me refer very briefly to the opinions of 
two gentlemen of acknowledged talents who have, at differ- 
ent periods, filled the office of Attorney General, as there 
is an entire harmony between the conclusions which the) 
have drawn from a cautious imspection of the constitution 
as it is written, and the design, of those who made it, as 
manifested by the history of their proceedings. I propose 
to touch very summarily upon these opinions, because other 
gentlemen have examined them more fully, and I desire to 
avoid the repetition of what has been already, and no doubt 
better, said. In October, 1823, and July, 1832, cases o: 
curred in the administration of the Executive authority, 
which drew from those who occupied, at those times, tlh 
situation of Attorney General of the United States, elabor- 
ate opinions upon the construction of that part of the cou- 
stitution which empowers the President ‘* to fill up all va 
cancies that may happen during the recess of the Senate.” 
It will at once be perceived that there is a strong analogy, 
although not a perfect identity, between the meaning ot 
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this word ‘‘ happen,” in this clause of the constitution, 
and the one which we are considering; because, under 
both, the argument is, that a case where there is no incum- 
bent in office, owing to the expiration of a term, is not in- 
cluded within either clause. But Mr. Wirt says, ‘* The 
substantial purpose of the constitution was to keep these 
offices filled, and powers adequate to this purpose were in- 
tended to be conveyed. But if the President (and the re- 
mark is equally applicable to the Governor of a State) shall 
not have the power to filla vacancy thus circumstanced, 
the powers are inadequate to the purpose, and the sub- 
stance of the constitution will be sacrificed to a dubious 
construction of its letter.” 

He comes to the conclusion, that if the vacancy is found 
to exist, the constitutional power of providing for its being 
filled is immediately applicable, and adds : 

‘* This seems to me the only construction of the consti- 
tution which is compatible with its spirit, reason, and pur- 
pose, while, at the same time, it offers no violence to its 
language ; and these, I think, are the governing points to 
which all sound construction looks.” 

Mr. Taney, in 1832, concurred in opinion with his pre- 
decessor, without knowing, however, that Mr. Wirt had 
expressed it, because it was not until he had prepared his 
own, that an examination into the files of the office resulted 
in the discovery that Mr. Wirt had been called upon by 
the then President for an opinion in a similar case. 

Mr. Taney says: 

** The words used in the constitution do not, I think, 
by any fair construction, require a distinction to be taken. 
It was intended to provide for those vacancies which might 
arise from accident, and the contingencies to which human 
affairs must always be liable. And if it falls out that, from 
death, inadvertence, or mistake, an office required by law 
to be filled, is, in the recess, found to be ‘vacant, then a 
vacancy has happened in the recess, and the President may 
fill it. This appears to be the common sense and natural 
import of the words used. They mean the same thing as 
if the constitution had said ‘if there happen to be any va- 
cancies during the recess.’ ” 

I propose now to show that the framers of the constitu- 
tion intended to attach this meaning to the kindred clause 
which is to govern our decision in the case before us, and 
this intention is to be drawn from the proceedings of the 
convention, which I examined for the satisfaction of my 
own judgment. If it had not been for the purpose of 
bringing this point before the House, I should not have in- 
terfered in the debate, as I stated in the outset of my remarks; 
but, having once taken the field, I must go through the 
campaign, skirmishing with all those adversaries whom I 
may ‘* happen to encounter.” 

The convention which framed the constitution pursued 
the following judicious mode of proceeding. They first 
settled general principles in Committee of the Whole, and 
then appointed five of their body to revise the style of the 
articles agreed upon, but without alteration of the meaning, 
and to arrange them under proper heads. This was the 
extent of their duty. The committee consisted of Mr. 
Johnston, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. G. Morris, Mr. Madison, and 
Mr. King, who reported the revised draught on the 12th 
of September, 1787, which contained the clause in the first 
article, word for word, as we now find it in the constitu- 
tion, viz: 

‘*When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the Executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies.” 

The argument of the friends of the minority report of the 
Committee of Elections is, that this is a conditional grant 
of power or imposition of duty upon the Executive author- 
ity of a State, taking effect only when vacancies ‘‘hap- 
pen,” and not applying te a case where a vacancy is creat- 
ed by the expiration of a term of service, as it cannot then 

Vor, XIV.—75 
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be said to ‘‘ happen,” it not being the work of chance or 
accident. I find, on looking over the journal, that when 
the convention was employed in settling the principle 
which they meant to establish, on the 6th of August, they 
expressed it in these words : 

** Vacancies in the House of Representatives shall be 
supplied by writs of election from the Executive authority 
of the States in the representation from which they shall 
happen.”’"—Elliot’s Debates on Federal Constitution, vol. 
1, page 256. 

= one must see at once that the only difference be- 
tween these two sentences is, that the latter excludes the 
construction which the friends of the minority report wieh 
to apply to the former, and that this vexed article is made 
to express the very idea which Mr. Wirt and Mr. Taney 
contended should be applied to another clause upon the 
same subject, coinciding precisely with the interpretation 
which those who think with me allege should be placed 
upon it. Without resorting to a strict grammatical analysis, 
every unpredjudiced mind would agree at once, as it seems 
to me, that the original draught meant to provide for the 
filling up of all vacancies, no matter from what cause, or 
when they might occur ; and this inference is impregnably 
forlified by a closer examination. ‘The word ‘‘when,” which 
is considered as drawing after it a limitation of power, by 
admitting only a certain class of ¢ases, and excluding oth- 
ers, is not found in the first draught; and the word ** hap- 
pen” is detached from the important noun ‘‘ vacancies,” 
whose comprehensive meaning it is said to control, and 
made to assume an humble and merely an explanatory duty. 
T repeat that the idea intended to be advanced by the framers 
of the constitution is found in the original draught; for I 
find that the committee of five were appointed ‘* to revise 
the style of, and arrange, the articles agreed to by the 
House ;” and I cannot find that, in a single instance, they 
departed from this secondary duty. No fault appears to 
have been found with them on account of any aberration 
from the principles which the convention had previously 
adopted ; and, in fact, they had only to paint and furnish 
the House which had been built, without interfering with 
the order of its architecture. I hold that, as statesmen, we 
are not only at liberty, but bound, to follow the intentions 
of those who prepared the constitution, and think that they 
are sufficiently manifest from the authority which I have 
adduced. 

Whilst upon the subject of authority, I beg leave to refer 
to one quoted by the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Mason,] who has read an extract from Judge Story’s 
Commentaries on the Constitution. The part upon which 
he relied was the following : 

‘* By ‘vacancies’ they understood to be meant vacancies 
occurring from death, resignation, promotion, or removal. 
The word ‘ happen’ had relation to some casualty not pro- 
vided for by law.”—Story’s Commentaries, vol. 3, page 
411, book 3, section 1,553. 

T have too much respect for the learned judge whose 
opinion is thus brought before us, to pass it over without 
notice. But the honorable gentleman made only an ex- 
tract from an entire passage, which, when considered as a 
whole, will be found not to bear upon the question before 
us. He violently tore off a limb from the body ; and I beg 
leave to replace and bandage it up, binding the bleeding 
fracture as well as my poor surgery will permit, in order 
to present to view the unmutilated subject in a perfect form. 
The entire passage is this : 

*¢ The language of the clause is, that the President shall 
have power to fill up ‘vacancies’ that may happen during 
the recess of the Senate. In 1813, President Madison ap- 
pointed and commissioned ministers to negotiate the treaty 
of peace of Ghent during the recess of the Senate; and a 
question was made whether he had a constitutional author- 
ity so to do, there being no ‘vacancy’ of any existing ot- 
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fice, but this being the creation of a new office. TheSen- 
ate, at their next session, are said to have entered a protest 
against such an exercise of power by the Executive. On 
a subsequent occasion, (April 20, 1822,) the Senate seem 
distinctly to have held that the President could not create 
the office of minister, and make appointments to such an 
office during the recess, without the consent of the Senate. 
By ‘ vacancies,’ they understood to be meant vacancies oc- 
curring from death, resignation, promotion, or removal. 
The word ‘happen’ had relation to some casualty not pro- 
vided for by law. If the Senate are in session when offices 
are created by law, which have not as yet been filled, and 
Nominations are not then made to them by the President, 
he cannot appoint to such offices during the recess of the 
Senate. In many instances, where offices are created by 


President to fill thera during the recess; and it was then 
said that in no other instances had the President filled such 
vacant offices without the special authority of law.” 

It will be observed that Judge Story referred to what he 
supposed to be the opinion of the Senate upon the point 
whether the President could appoint to an office then crea- 
ted for the first time—a question very wide of that now be- 
fore us. The office of a Representative from Mississippi 
was not to be created when the Governor issued his proc- 
Jamation for an election, It had been created some years be- 
fore, when that State was admitted into the Union, and had 
been often filled. The point which the judge was discussing, 
therefore, had no analogy at all to that before the House. 

{Mr. Mason, of Ohio, had read, in the course of his ar- 
gument from Judge Story’s Commentaries on the Consti- 
tution of the United States, the following paragraph : 

**The language of the clause is, that the President shall 
have power to fill up vacancies that may happen during the 
recess of the Senate. In 1813, President Madison ap- 
pointed and commissioned ministers to negotiate the treaty 
of peace of Ghent, during the recess of the Senate; and a 
question was made, whether he had 4 constitutional au- 
thority so to do, there being no vacancy of any existing of- 
fice, but this being the creation of a new office. The Sen- 
ate, at their next session, are said to have entered a protest 
against such an exercise of power by the Executive.” 

Mr. Avams now rose, and said that he had not intended 
to take any part in this debate, but that the reference of 


personally concerned, and to an erroneous statement in the 
commentaries of the learned and highly respectable judge, 
made it his duty to apprize them and the House there was 
in this statement an error, not of the judge, but of his infor- 
mant, whoever he may have been. 
book is “the Senate are said to have entered a protest ;” by 


whom said, the book does not state. But, by whomsoever | 


said, it was a mistake. No such protest was, in that case, 
ever entered by the Senate. 

The facts of the case were these: Immediately after the 
declaration of war between the United States and Great 
Britain, in 1812, was known at St. Petersburg, the Em- 
peror Alexander offered his mediation, for the negotiation 
of a peace between them. This proposal was made by his 
minister, Mr. Daschkoff, to the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Monroe, on the 8th of March, 1813, four days after the 
close of the session of Congress. Perhaps imagination 
could not invent an: occurrence better suited to illustrate 
the importance of that provision of the constitution which 
gives to the President of the United States the temporary 
appointment to executive offices during the recess of the 
Senate. Here was an opportunity providentially present- 
ed for putting an end to a formidable and calamitous war. 
The mediation of the Emperor was immediately accepted. 
The appointment of a minister or ministers for conducting 
the negotiation was indispensable. Ifthe President had 
ho power to make that appointment during the recess of 
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the Senate, two months at least must have been lost be- 
fore that body could be convened, for the single purpose of 
giving their advice and consent to the appointment. The 
nation, then, would have been two months suffering all 
the horrors and desolations of a cruel war for want of an 
organized power to make peace. For in this, as in every 
question of constructive powers, we should never lose sight 
of the consideration that the denial of an organized power 
competent for efficient action, is a denial of the power not 
only of the functionary to exercise it, but of the nation fo: 
whose benefit the power is to be exercised. In that case, the 
impotence of President Madison to appoint ministers till 
the Senate could be convened, would have been, during 
the same term of time, the impotence of the nation, in the 


a 1 ; | midst of war, to make peace. Impotence, not by the weak- 
law, special power is, on this very account, given to the | 


ness of the nation—not by the refusal of the enemy to ne- 
gotiate—but by the neglect of the nation to organize her 
own institutions with powers essential to her sufety, and 
perhaps even to her existence. 

On the 24th of May, little more than two months after 
the offer and acceptance of the Russian mediation, Cun- 
gress assembled, and on the 29th of May, President Mad- 
ison sent a message to the Senate announcing that com- 
missions had been granted during the recess of the Senate 
to Albert Gallatin, John Quincy Adams, and James A 


| Bayard, to be, jointly and severally, Envoys Extraordina- 
| ry and Ministers Plenipotentiary to negotiate and sign a 


treaty of peace with Great Britain, under the mediation of 
the Emperor of Russia; to negotiate and sign a treaty of 
commerce with Great Britain; and the said John Quincy 
Adams, Albert Gallatin, and James A. Bayard, to be, joint- 
ly and severally, Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers 
Plenipotentiary to negotiate and sign a treaty of commerce 
with Russia, and that he nominated them to the Senate for 
those respective offices. 

On the 19th of July, 1813, the Senate rejected the nom- 
ination of Albert Gallatin, on the ground that he held the 
office of Secretary of the Treasury, and of their opinion 
that the two offices ought not to be held by one person at 
the same time. They advised and consented by nearly 
unanimous votes to the two other nominations. 

On the 29th of July thereafter, Mr. Gore, a member of 
the Senate, in opposition to the then executive administra- 


| tion, presented to the consideration of the Senate five res- 
both the gentlemen to a question in which he had been | ; 


olutions, the first of which was in the following words : 
*« The President of the United States having, by the con- 
stitution, ‘power to fill up all vacancies that may happen 


| during the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions 


, | which shall expire at the end of their next session’— 
The language of the | 


** Resolved, ‘That, in the opinion of the Senate, no such 
vacancy can happen in any office not before full.” 

The subsequent resolutions proceed to censure the com- 
missioning of the three negotiators to treat for peace, de- 
claring that their offices had not been before filled; that 
they were unconstitutional without the advice and consent 
of the Senate. That the Senate reluctantly protested 
against them, and that they should be communicated, by a 
committee of the Senate, to the President of the United 
States. ‘The resolutions were laid on the table without de- 


| bate, and were no further acted upon at that session, which 


closed on the second of August of that year. 

At the next ensuing session of Congress, on the 28th of 
February, 1814, Mr. Gore again presented to the consider- 
ation of the Senate, in session upon executive business, 
the same series of resolutions, 

They were then ordered to be printed, to be discussed 
with open doors, and made the order of the day for the en- 
suing Monday, the 7th of March. They were accordingly 
then taken up, and, after sundry postponements, and full 
debate, the further consideration of them was, without call 
for the yeas and nays, pustponed till the first Monday of 
December then next. They were never after resumed 
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There was, no doubt, on that occasion, a thorough and 
searching discussion, by the Senate, of the extent of the 
rightful power of the President to fill vacancies happening 
during the recess of the Senate. ‘The question was stated 
with great address in the first resolution of Mr. Gore, as- 
suming that no vacancy could happen in an office not be- 
fore filled. But the fallacy was in that assumption. It 
was a petitio principii, or begging of the question. It is 
not necessary to constitute a vacancy in an office, that it 
should have been before filled. It would be more correct 
to say that the office is always vacant when it is not filled. 

There was, then, no protest entered by the Senate 
against the appointment during the recess of the negotia- 
tors of peace in 1813: never was an occasion, when the 
reason for the exercise of that power of temporary appoint- 
ment was more forcible, aud the appointment itself more 
indispensably necessary. Far from entering a protest, the 
Senate, after long, ample, and repeated deliberation, dis- 
carded the proposal for it by postponement to the first day 
of another session, 

There is no doubt that the word happens, like multi- 
tudes of others, we might almost say all the words of every 
language, has various meanings and modifications of mean- 
ing. It is sometimes used to denote incident, and some- 
times accident. It sometimes, perhaps generally in collo- 
quial usage, imports some indefinite agency of chance, 
something fortuitous; but men who entertain a serious 
conviction of religious truth believe that chance has no 
agency in the aflairs of this world, that there is nothing 
fortuitous, and that whatever happens is but the orderly 
disposal of events by an overruling Providence. ‘The com- 
mon scriptural expression synonymous with happens is, 
‘¢it came to pass;” and perhaps the English translators of 
the Bible used those words instead of ‘*it happened,” for 
the express purpose of excluding the possibility of an in- 
ference, from the shade of casualty usually included in the 
meaning attached to this word, that there is any thing like 
chance in the government of the universe, A vacancy 
therefore happens, when it comes to pass; and whether 
caused by the resignation or death of an incumbent, by the 
expiration of the official term, or by his removal at the 
pleasure of him from whom the appointment was received, 
from whatever cause the vacancy proceeded, whenever it 
exists, it happens. 

It is said in the passage quoted from the Commentaries 
of Judge Story, that the reason for the question made in 
the Senate, whether the President had the constitutional 
right in 1815, to appoint, during the recess of that body, 
ministers to negotiate a treaty of peace, was, that there 
was no vacancy of an existing office; but that this was the 
creation of a new office. This again was a mistake. The 
offices of public ministers of all denominations are created, 
not by the constitution or statute laws of the United 
States, but by the laws of nations. They are recognised 
as existing offices, and the mode of appointing them is pre- 
scribed by the constitution. The particular Government 
to which a minister is accredited, or the particular negotia- 
tion with which he may be charged, forms no part of the 
creation of the office. ‘The office always exists. It be- 
longs te the intercourse of peace and war between sov- 
ereign communities. But it is an office of occasional and 
voluntary recourse ; vacant whenever, in the judgment of 
the competent authority, there is no adequate motive re- 
quiring that it should be filled, and forming a vacancy to 
be filled whenever the occasion arises for filling it. With 
this view, the vacancy in the office of ministers to nego- 
tiate for peace in 1813 happened at the moment when the 
profiered mediation of the Emperor Alexander was accept- 
ed, and that was during the recess of the Senate. Nor 
was this the only. occasion upon which, in the discharge 
of public duties, I have been c@led to act upon this under- 
standing of that constitutional provision. This is the 
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sense in which I have always understood it, and it has 
been so understood by every President of the United 
States, from Washington down. 

It is, indeed, stated in Marshall’s Life of Washington, 
that on one occasion, when he inclined to depute an en- 
voy extraordinary to France, for a particular purpose, who 
should be united with the actual minister, (Mr. Monroe, ) 
this objection was suggested, that during the recess of the 
Senate the President can only fill up vacancies, and the 
appointment of a minister when no vacancy existed might 
be supposed to transcend his powers. From respect to 
this construction of the constitution, therefore, he recalled 
Mr. Monrve to make a vacancy, and then appointed Gen- 
eral Charles Cotesworth Pinckney to fill it. 

Sir, it was the most unfortunate measure of his admin- 
istration. The suggestion was not of his own mind. That 
was, to have joined Mr. Monroe in the negotiations with 
General Pinckney, which would, in all probability, have 
saved us from a quasi war with France, and would have 
been kind and generous to Mr. Monroe. The substituted 
expedient was not so. A stronger illustration of the in- 
correctness of that construction could scarcely be given. 
President Washington did not respect it in other cases 
when it was not suggested to him as an objection. He 
made several original appointments in the recess of the 
Senate to offices existing by the laws of nations. } 

Mr. Howanrp resumed. I am glad, sir, that my remarks 
have drawn out this opinion from the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, since his opinion on the subject of va- 
cancies coincides with my own. Perhaps this interpolation 
may be considered by some as the best part of my speech. 
But the honorable gentleman has also, by showing that 
Judge Story was mistaken as to the fact upon which he 
built his argument, totally demolished the fabric upon which 
the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Mason] reposed in fancied 
security. It was swept away. 

{Mr. Masow explained, and contended that the remarks 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts had not affected the 
argument he had used, or the authority he had referred to.] 

Mr. Howanp proceeded. It seems to me that if Judge 
Story placed dependence upon an opinion of the Senate, 
without even expressing his own, and if itnow appears that 
the Senate had given no such opinion, there was very little 
left of the authority which the gentleman quoted with such 
emphasis. This is a matter for the House to decide upon. 
I dismiss the subject. 

It appears strange, at first view, that this question has 
never arisen before ; and that now, for the first time, a power 
was claimed on behalf of a Governor of a State under the 
federal constitution. ‘The reason why the case has never 
happened before, is precisely that which most readily re- 
couciles me to the acknowledgment of the power now. It 
is, that all State Legislatures have, of their own accord, 
conferred upon their Governors this very same power, ex- 
cept in the single instance of Mississippi, arising in this 
case, no doubt, from inadvertence and precipitate legislation. 
There is surely no ground to fear any unpleasant result, 
when our decision is in exact conformity with the laws of 
the States for forty years ; when we are manifesting a beau- 
tifal harmony between the constitution of the United States 
and the feelings of the people of the States, as shown in 
their laws. ‘If indeed we were about to curtail the power 
which the Governor claimed under the constitution or laws 
of his own State, we might well pause. But our decision 
in this case will only place Mississippi precisely where the 
other States have voluntarily placed themselves, by confer- 
ring upon their Governors the power which we are about 
to adinit. 

The gentleman from Rhode Island, who has just taken 
his seat, (Mr. Titurwenast,] has touched upon the only 
point which has caused any embarrassment to my mind. He 
has said that if a Governor of a State derives the power of 
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ordering an election in a case like this from the constitution 
of the United States, which is the supreme law of the land, 
and of course paramount to all State laws, he can fix upon 
whatever time he chooses for the election to be held; and 
therefore, in every State where members of Congress have 
not been chosen upon the 4th of March, whether an extra 
session may be called or not, he can disregard the day which 
the statute may have designated, and thus overrule the laws. 
I state the objection as it has occurred to my mind, without 
recollecting whether I give it the exact shape which he did. 
I feel and acknowledge its force, and admit that it is diffi- 
cult to escape from the conclusion ; for, if this power is held 
by the Governor under the constitution of the United States, 
no State legislation can take it away. But there are two 
reflections which disarm this argument of much, if not all, 
of its force. ‘The first is, that the conclusion will not be 
found, upon examination, to be as unpleasant as it appears 
to be upon a cursory view ; for it is not to be supposed that 
the chief agent of a State Government will, without any 
cause or motive, overthrow the laws of the people over whom 
he presides. Such an evil is not, in the natural order of 
things, to be feared ; and, besides, these very laws have, in 
all the States except Mississippi, confided to this very offi- 
cer the duty of selecting a day for the election in case of 
necessity. If the constitution reposes this discretion in him, 
too, the mere anticipation of a flagrant abuse of the power 
cannot be received as an insurmountable objection to the 
fair construction of that instrument. The second reflection 
is, that the constitution intended to provide, in all cases 
where it was possible to do so, for its own perpetuation. 
The federal Government was meant to be kept up, and so 
far as it springs from the people instead of the States, power 
was given to it to preserve its own existence. This House, 
as a Vital part of that Government, was not intended to be- 
come lapsed from a want of power to secure its continuance. 


I find in the constitution, therefore, that, although the States | 


are permitted to regulate the elections for members of this 
body, at their own will and pleasure, yet provision is in- 
stantly made for a defective execution of this power in the 
legislative branches, by throwing upon the Governors the 
clear and high responsibility of seeing that the members of 
this House are duly chosen, in the very clause which is the 
subject of all this debate; and, lastly, by way of meeting 
every conceivable emergency, if the legislative and exec- 
utive branches of a State should both fail to discharge their 
duty, an ultimate power is reserved to Congress to regulate 
for itself the elections to this House. ‘Taking these differ- 
ent parts, and deducing the spirit which emanates from 
them all conjointly, I am led to believe that no va- 
cancy in this body was intended to be long tolerated. In 
the physical world there is no vacuum. Nature is 
eaid to abhor it. Just so in our political system; those 
who created this artificial state of being equally abhorred a 
vacancy in this House, and they therefore imposed a pres- 
sure upon every point where that pressure could tend to 
fillit up. This consideration leads us to the very struc- 
ture of the Federal Government, whether it was meant to 
be a loose and disjointed fabric, or one firmly knit togeth- 
er, so as to be lasting. This House is bound to the peo- 
ple of the United States by an indissoluble tie. If any one 
State chooses to loosen the knot, Congress can fasten it 
again. This is the way in which [ read ‘the constitu- 
tion, and I shall not be deterred from coming to a conclu- 
sion corresponding with this interpretation, by a mis- 
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Mr. LINCOLN next took the floor, and made an argu- 
mentative speech in opposition to the report of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HASTINGS followed in opposition to the report of 
the committee. 

Mr. PARMENTER rose merely to respond to an ap- 
peal by his colleague, (Mr. Lincoxn,] on ihe matter of 
fact stated by him, that it had been the usage of the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts to reject votes for any incorrectness 
of form. It is true, that, formerly, it had been the custom 
to reject votes for informalities of almost every description ; 
but, more recently, the decisions had been different. 
Several instances of informal returns and other variations 
from the provisions of law had occurred within a year or 
twoin Massachusetts ; but after a very full discussion, not- 
withstanding the incorrectness of form, the members, 
whose seats were contested, were allowed to retain them. 
The decisions were the more striking, as the question had 
an important bearing on the relative strength of parties, and 
political feelings were to some extent enlisted, yet the can- 
didates of the minority were sustained. 

In the instance quoted by my colleague, that returns 
of votes were never counted unless received within the time 
prescribed by law, he is correct. But there were several vari- 
ations from the statutes, which were considered matters of 
form, and, although important, were not sufficiently so to 
destroy the substantial part of the proceedings of the towns 
in voting. The principle sustained was this: that when 
the will of the people was clearly shown, the irregularities 
should be very great to affect their expressed wishes. 

Mr. LOOMIS, of New York, addressed the Speaker, 
and said that, viewing this question as involving directly 
an important construction of the constitution, no apology 
was necessary by one who was called to sit in judgment 
upon it, for assigning briefly the reasons of his opinions. 

In his estimation, the conclusion to which the House 
should arrive on this question, however important to the 
individuals concerned, and to their State and constituents, 
was still more so as a solemn adjudication upon the very 
important feature of the constitution involved in it, and it 
was matter of deep and abiding interest that this the first 


| decision upon it should be correct in principle. 


The constitution of these United States was doubtless 
intended, by those who formed and adopted it, to embrace 
within itself all the elements of an original Government, 
and of security against dissolution from external causes. 

One of the provisions of that constitution is, that there 
shall be a House of Representatives with certain prescribed 
powers. ‘T'o secure the existence of this chief repository 
of legislative powers, under all circumstances, and under 
every contingency, was one of the wise designs of that in- 
strument. 

The constitution provides that ‘*the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be composed of members chosen every se- 
cond year.”’ ‘The time of commencement of the term, or 
its termination, is no otherwise fixed in that instrument. 
The first term of service of the Representatives, and that of 
the Executive and other officers under it, commenced 
necessarily on the day of the organization of the Govern- 
ment which was founded by it, and which was on the 


| fourth day of March ; and from that day to this, the fourth 
| of March, in every second year, has been justly considered 


placed fear that Governors of States will rush madly from | 


their spheres for no other purpose than to introduce confu- 
sion and disorder. I shall, therefore, vote to sustain the 
report of the majority of the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. CUSHMAN now moved the previous question and 
a call of the House, [which was very thin, owing, as was 
supposed, to an interesting debate in another part of the 
Capitol ;} but his motion not seeming to meet the wishes of 
his friends, he withdrew it. 


as the commencement of the term of subsequent Repre- 
sentatives. 


All parties here, I understand, concur im this construc- 


| tion ; all also agree that the Representatives in the 24th 


Congress from Mississippi went out of office on the third 
day of March last. From that day the office of Represen- 
tative must be considered vacant, unless it had been filled 
by a previous election, of which there is no pretence, until 
an election should be held wader the constitution to fill it. 

By a law of the State of Mississippi, the election of Re- 
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presentatives in Congress is to be held ‘* once in every two 
years, to be computed from the first Monday in November, 
1833.” The Legislature of that State had not the power 


to change the constitutional term of representation in Con- | 


gress, nor is there any good reason to suppose it had any 
such design. It is a part of the policy of many of the 


States not to have their Representatives elected until after | 


the expiration of the last session of each Congress. ‘There 
are many good reasons for this mode, as well as some 
against it. It is often very desirable to exhibit to the peo- 
ple the entire political couree through a whole Congress of 
a member who is a candidate for re-election. 


The regular sessions of Congress have commenced on | 


the day named in the constitution, no law naming a differ- 
ent day having been adopted since the first organization of 
the Government, and this affords ample time for canvass- 
ing the merits of the candidates between the expiration of 


their terms on the 3d of March, and the election in Novem- | 


ber. The instances in which extraordinary sessions of 


Congress have been called by the President have been | 
rare, not exceeding two or three since the adoption of the | 
constitution ; and no such instance has, before this ses- | 
sion, occurred smce the admission of Mississippi into the | 
The time appointed by the President | 


Union as a State. 
for the meeting of this extraordinary session was before the 


November election provided for by the law of that State ; | 
and, unless a special election could be held, that State 


would not be represented at a session of Congress called for 


an extraordinary occasion, and to which public attention | 


was turned with unusual interest and anxiety. 
The Governor of the State of Mississippi, under these 
circumstances, issued his writ of election, reciting the call 


of the special session, and that a vacancy had occurred by | 


the expiration of the term of the late members, and requir- 


ing a special election to be held in July, ‘to fill said va- | 


cancy,” ‘* until superseded by the members to be elected at 
the next regular session” in November. At this special 
election the now sitting members were elected ; the ques- 
tion is now, at their request, presented to the House to de- 
termine what is their situation—are they lawfully members 
of this House’? If they are, do their terms expire with 
this session or at the general election in November, or are 


they members of the entire twenty-fifth Congress? There | 


are two sections of the constitution having a bearing upon 
this matter. 
and mannner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 
sentatives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legisla- 
ture thereof; but the Congress may at any time, by law, 


make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of | 


choosing Senators.” Some of those who oppose the reso- 


lution reported by the committee insist that the Legisla- | 


ture of the State of Mississippi has exercised this power 
by appointing the election to be held in November, and 
that to permit the present election to be held valid would 
be to give to the Governor of a State the power to repeal 
and set at naught a valid act of the State Legislature. 

It is provided in the second section of the constitution, 
that ** when vacancies happen in the representation from 
any State, the Executive authority thereof shall issue writs 
of election to fill such vacancies.” 

It is also said by some of the opponents of the resolution 
that the vacancy in question was not such a one as is men- 
tioned in this clause of the constitution; that it did not 
‘*happen ;” that the word ‘* happen” implies some death, 


accident, or casualty, and does not cover the case of an | 


omission by the Legislature to provide by law for an occa- 
sion like the present. 
honorable gentlemen on both these positions. ‘The Gov- 
ernor’s power and that of the Legislature were alike deriv- 
ed directly from the constitution of the United States. 
Neither was paramount to the other; neither could control 
the other, or in any manner exercise its functions, except 


Section 4 reads thus: ‘‘ The times, places, | 


Mr. Speaker, I ditfer from those 
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| in the case defined for each in the constitution. That in- 
| strument declared that Representatives should be elected ; 

it authorized the Legislature to fix the time and place of 
the election; it also authorized the Governor to act, to 
cause an election to be held in case a vacancy happened. 
, It is a sound and well-established rule, that every law and 
every instrument must be so construed, if practicable, as 
to make all its parts effectual and operative. It would ren- 
der that part of the constitution which gives power to the 
Governor inefficient and inoperative, if he could not order 
an election, in case of a vacancy, at another time than the 
jegeneral election provided by law; no special election could 
| even be held by his order if that construction were to pre- 
| vail; if a vacancy by death should happen, it could not be 
filled, if this view be right, until the time prescribed by the 
State law should arrive, because the Legislature alone is 
authorized to fix the time and place. 

It will be perceived at once that this construction cannot 
be sustained ; it would render absolutely nugatory the part 
which gives power to the Governor to cause a vacancy to 
be filled. ‘That clause is equally valid with the other, and 
both must be construed so as to give effect to each. It is 
said this construction gives to the Governor of that State 
the right to order an election immediately after the expira- 
| tion of the term on 3d of March in every case, whether it 
| be made necessary by a call of a special session of Con- 
gressornot. Beitso. I admit, nay, I maintain, that the 
Governor might do this as a matter of abstract constitu- 
tional right; but, atthe same time, I say it would be very 
indiscreet, and even an abuse of power in him, to put the 
people of the State to the trouble and expense of arspecial 
-election, which was wholly unnecessary. Doubtless there 
are many unwise things which a State Executive might 
constitutionally do; but there is no danger of such palpa- 
ble and useless abuses ; the people and the Legislature, in 
appointing the time for election to be held in November, 
chose, for the good reasons I have before mentioned, to 
entrust to the Executive the duty to appoint the time and 
place of special elections when rendered necessary, and 
| they justly concluded that no individual of sufficient char- 
| acter to attain that station would ever be guilty of the folly, 
| though he might have the power to order a special election, 
when the general election appointed by law would arrive 
| before the officers to be elected could act. 

A new position was taken by the gentleman from Ver- 
| mont, [Mr. Staps.] He conceded that, by the fair con- 
struction of the language, a vacancy had happened, but 
| that it was a limited vacancy, which expired at the time 
appointed by law for holding the election. ‘That the vacan- 
| cy being so limited, the election was to fill the vacancy 
only, and, consequently, that members of that State were 
properly entitled to seats until November, and then their 
| Office expired. This would directly violate the constitu- 
| tion; it would be limiting the term of members on this 
| floor to a shorter period than that prescribed by the consti- 
tution; it would give us two sets of members for the 
| twenty-fifth Congress. Ifit was competent for the State 
| authorities, either unitedly or separately, to cause two sets 
of Representatives to hold seats successively in the twenty- 
fifth Congress, there was nothing to prevent them from 
| making the office annual, or having a new set at each 
session. 

The only reasonable inference is, that the Legislature of 
| that State designed tu have members of Congress elected 
under the Gevernor’s writ of election, instead of at their 
general election, whenever the exigency demanded such a 
course. 

But, sir, the strong ground relied on by most of those 
who oppose this resolution is involved in the use of the 
word ‘*happen” in this clause of the constitution. I deny 
that this word is limited to the sense to which those gen- 
tlemen would confine it. Sir, the word ‘* happen” isused 
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upon the concurrence of two events—whether those events 
are casual, or caused each by volition, or by natural laws. 
Thus: this special session happened to be called between 
the time of the expiration of the last Congress and the 
time appointed by law for a new election, and hence a va- 
cancy happened. But I will not go into the matter of the 
philological meaning of this expression, for the reason that 
it has been very fully and ably discussed. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Howarp] has re- 
ferred the House to the proceedings of the convention at 
which the constitution was formed; it was there used pre- 
cisely as if it had been when there shall be a vacancy. As 
this clause was originally adopted, it was in a form some- 
what more diffuse, and the words * in which such vacan- 
cy shall happen” were used at the last end of the sentence, 
to express the idea conveyed. in the first part of the same 
sentence by the word ‘* vacancy,” without the conjunction 
of the word ‘*happen.” After the constitution had been 
adopted in detail, a committee was appointed to revise the 
language and arrangement of it, and report it, to convey 
the same ideas as intended by thedraught. That commit- 
tee abridged this clause by changing the phraseology so as 
to use the word vacancy but once in it; and, in that way, 
the word happen came by transposition from the last part 
of the sentence, and was placed by the side of the word 
vacancy, in the first part, evidently without intending to 
change the sense. 
struction of those words? But, sir, we have, in addition 
to this, the testimony of the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Apnams,] showing what has always 
been the construction given to this word in similar cases 
by the executive branch of the Government. It is, that 
whenever a vacancy exists, a vacancy happens. 

Mr. Speaker, all party views on this question should be 
entirely discarded. It should rest exclusively on its own 
merits; and in that spirit I have endeavored to view it. In 
my mind there remains not a doubt upon the subject; and 
to me it appears most clearly that those gentlemen are duly 
elected members of the 25th Congress, and that their 
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Is not this conclusive as to the fair con- | 


term, as such members, cannot expire before the constitu- | 


tional limit. 
subject with a large majority of this House of both political 
parties. 
[The hour of recess arriving, the House separated until 
4 P. M. without taking any question. ] 
Eventine Sesston. 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 


I cannot but anticipate that I am on this | 


The House resumed the consideration of the report of | 


the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. LOOMIS resumed and concluded his remarks, as 
given entire above. 

Mr. ADAMS then rose and addressed the Chair sub- 
stantially as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: Differing essentially in opinion as I do 
from that of the gentleman who has just taken his seat, 
and from the report of the majority of the Committee of 
Elections, with regard to the limitation in the writ of elec- 
tion, I am constrained again, though very unwillingly, to 
address the House on this question. Not on the question 
whether a vacancy had happened in the representation of 
the people of Mississippi in this House, because upon that 
point you have understood, from the observations which I 
submitted to the House this morning, my opinions concur 
with those contained in the report of the committee. But 
the question affecting the right of the members from Missis- 
sippi to seats on this floor, is not whether a vacancy in the 
representation of the State had happened, hut what the va- 
cancy was, and how that vacancy was to be filled. 

Now the vacancy was of two seats in this House of mem- 
bers from the State of Mississippi for the twenty-fifth Con- 
gress of the United States, which twenty-fifth Congress 
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commenced on the 4th of March last, and is to continue till 
the 4th of March, 1839. That is the 25th Congress of 
the United States, and that was the vacancy in the repre- 
sentation of the people of the State of Mississippi; and 
so it is understood by the majority of the Committee of 
Elections who have reported the resolution, that Messrs 
Cxrarponne and Guouson have been duly elected members 
of the 25th Congress. 

But have they been so elected? The constitution of 
the United States provides that ‘‘ the House of Represen- 
tatives shall be composed of members chosen every second 
year by the people of the several States.” The term for 
which they are chosen is two years. 

The constitution further provides, that the times, places, 
and manner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 
sentatives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legisla- 
ture thereof; but the Congress may, at any time, by law, 
make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of 
choosing Senators. 

And the constitution further provides, that when vacan- 
cies happen in the representation from any State, the Ex- 
ecutive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill 
such vacancies. : 

The Legislature of the State of Mississippi had, by an 
act of the 2d of March, 1833, (so much of which as re- 
lates to the subject before the House is inserted in the re- 
port of the Committee of Elections,) prescribed that the 
elections for members of Congress, as well as of the Gov- 
ernor, members of the Legislature, and others, should be 
held biennially, and particularly that the Kepresentatives to 
Congress from that State should be elected once in every 
two years, to be computed from the first Monday in No- 
vember, in the year 1833. Such is the standing law of the 
State, and in enacting it the Legislature appear not to 
have been aware that it left the State wholly without rep- 
resentation in this Hall, from the commencement of every 
Congress on the 4th of March, till Jate in November of 
every first Congressional year; and the consequence is, 
and must be, that whenever Congress shall meet, whether 
by virtue of a law of the United States, or by special call 
from the President of the United States, in the interval 
between the 4th of March, the day when the Congress 
commences, and the fitst Monday in December thereafter, 
the State of Mississippi cannot lawfully be represented in 
the House of Representatives of the United States. 

The vacancy is created, not as, the writ of election issued 
by Governor Lynch avers, by the expiration of the term of 
service of the members of a former Congress, but by the 
law of the State deferring the elections of members to a 
Congress commencing on the 4th of March till the sub- 
sequent November. 

The vacancy thus created by the law of the State is a 
vacancy which the Executive of a State cannot supply. It 
is not within the purview of the authority given him to 
supply vacancies, for the following reasons: First, because 
it is inconsistent with the law of the State itself, which 
prescribes that the election shall be held once in every two 
years, in November, and consequently prohibiting its being 
held more than once in that term. Secondly, because it is 
inconsistent with the provision of the constitution of the 
United States that the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be chosen by the people every second year. 
And, thirdly, because it would change the tenure of the 
term of office, prescribed by the constitution to be for two 
years, into a tenure of two sets of members from the same 
State ; one for a single session or part of a session, and the 
other for the remainder of the term of two years. 

But if the Governor of the State cannot supply the va- 
cancy, thus created by the law of the State, for the inter- 
val of time between the 4th of Mareh and the first Monday 
in November, still less can he, directly in the face of the 
law of the State, supply a vacancy for a whole term of two 
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years. The gentleman from New York thinks he could, 
and that his writ of election, instead of authorizing it to be 
held for a choice of members to sit until superseded by 
membets to be chosen at the regular election in November, 
should have directed it to be held for members of the twen- 
ty-fifth Congress. The report of the Committee of Elec- | 
tions avows the opinion that the Governor, by introducing | 
into his writ of election the restriction upon the terms of | 
service of the members to be chosen, transcended his pow- | 
ers. The report says that the opinion of the committee was | 
almost unanimous that the writ was perfect in itself with. | 
out the restricting clause ; that its being there does not in- | 
validate the election held under it, but that it may fairly be | 
rejected as surplusage. They, accordingly, reject it as sur- | 
plusage, and present to the House a resolution that Messrs. 
Cratponne and Guoxson have been duly elected members 
of the twenty-fifth Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I have never been a tenacious adherent to | 
the disorganizing doctrine of State rights. But conversant | 
as I have been with the constitution of the United States | 
from ils origin; familiar as I have been with all the con- 
troversies which attended its progress from the 17th of | 
September, 1787, when it was presented by the convention 
at Philadelphia to the people of the Union, till its final 
adoption by the people of the whole thirteen primitive 
States of the Confederacy—equally familiar with all the 
subsequent controversies and collisions of power between | 
the General and State Governments, as well as between 
the several departments of this Government—sworn as I | 
have repeatedly been to support both the constitution of | 
the United States and that of my native Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and profoundly responsible as 1 hold, and 
ever have held, myself to a tribunal far beyond this visible 
diurnal sphere, for the faithful observance of those oaths, 
I have invariably considered the Government of this our | 
common country as consisting of two distinct, separate, | 
independent, but interwoven authorities, both limited— 
each sovereign within its appropriate sphere—each lawfully | 
powerless to encroach upon the appropriate functions of | 
the other; and of all the errors which half a century of | 
national existence has brought forth to kindle the torch of | 
discord in our country, the doctrine of nullification is, in 
my judgment, the greatest and the most pernicious. And | 
next to that is the doctrine of nullification, by the Execu- 
tive, of the acts of the legislative power—I do not mean by | 
the veto, before a legislative act becomes a law—I do not 
mean by the constitutional control given to Congress over | 
certain acts of State legislation—but I mean the annul- 
ment, by a State law, of an act of Congress, or the annul- 
ment of a State law by an Executive proclamation, or by 
any department of the General Government, except as au- 
thorized by the constitution. 

Now, sir, it appears to me that both these errors are in- 
volved in the opinion expressed by the gentleman near me 
from New York, [Mr. Loomis, ]in the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, and in the resolution with which it 
closes, that Messrs. Clarporne and Gaotson have been 
duly elected members of the 25th Congress. The gentle- 
man from New York thinks the Governor of the State of 
Mississippi reprehensible for limiting in his writ the elec- | 
tion of the members to a term to be superseded by members | 
to be chosen at the general election in November, pre- 
scribed by the law of the State. The report of the Com- | 
mittee of Elections considers the Governor as having, by 
inserting the restriction, transcended his powers. They 
reject the restriction as surplusage ! 

Sir, it was the standing law of the State. The law of 
the State surplusage! The Governor of the State, by 
conforming his writ to the law of the State,. transcended 
his powers! Why, what would he have done if he had 
omitted the restriction from his writ? He would have 
annulled the law of the State by proclamation. That would 
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have been a transcending of his powers with a vengeance ! 
Sir, there has been a time, in the land of our fathers, when 
the pretension of power in a kingly crowned head to annul 
the laws of the land by proclamation conducted the royal 
nullifier to the block. As a democrat, as a republican, I 
should hardly expect that the gentleman from New York 
would be ready to invest the Governor of a State with a 
dispensing power to annul the laws of the State by proc- 
lamation. As devoted and ardent supporters of State 
rights, I should hardly have expected from the majority of 
the Committee of Elections a charge against the Governor 
of the State of Mississippi, of transcending his powers by 
strict conformity to the law of the State ; and still less can 
I think that this House will adopt a resolution equivalent 
to the appointment by this House of members to represent 
the people of the State of Mississippi from the close of the 
present session to the end of the 25th Congress. For this, 
and nothing less than this, will be the effect of adopting 
the resolution reported by the majority of the Committee 
of Elections, 

Upon the face of the credentials of these gentlemen, as 
stated by themselves, they were elected to represent the 
people of the State of Mississippi in this House, until su- 
perseded by members to be chosen at the regular State 
election in November. Yet the resolution, reported by the 


| committee, declares that they shall represent the people of 


that State during the whole of the 25th Congress. The 
people of the State elected them to serve for one session. 
The resolution of the House is to constitute them Repre- 
sentatives of the people of Mississippi from the close of this 
session till the 4th of March, 1839. 

Sir, it is my very deliberate opinion that the election of 
the two members from the State of Mississippi, for a term, 
to be superseded by others to be elected next November, 
was unconstitutional ; that no such election could be held, 
because it is in direct collision with that provision of the 
constitution of the United States which prescribes that the 
members of this House shall be chosen every other year. 
But the time, place, and manner of holding the election, 


| being entrusted by the constitution to the State Legisla- 


ture, and the Legislature having provided only for an 


| election to be held once in two years, and that in the month 


of November, affer the commencement of the term of the 


| Congress for which they are elected, there was no author- 


ity in the State competent to ordain an election for a single 
session of Congress, or for a term short of two years, from 
the 4th of March, 1837. The election was, therefore, null 
Tt was not an election for a single session, or 
until November, because the constitution of the United 
States admits of no such election. It was not an election 


| for the whole Congress, because the law of the State re- 


quired that another election for that purpose should be held 
in November, and the writ of election issued by the Gover- 
nor, in exact conformity to the law of the State, expressly 
restricted the term of service to the interval till the regular 
election in November. If he had no power to insert the 
restriction in the writ, he had none to issue the writ itself. 
If the election was to be held for the whole Congress, the 
law of the State had prescribed that it should be held in 


| November, and it could be held at no other time. 


The error of all this was in the law of the State, fixing 
the time for the election of the State’s members in this 
House nine months after the commencement of the Con- 
The power of the Governor was not compe- 
tent either to repeal this law or to supply its defect. He 


| assumed authority to supply its defect ; arid the report of the 


Committee of Elections, while charging him with trans- 
cending his powers in this assumption, concedes to him 
the power which he did not assume, of annulling the law 
of the State, assumes that he has annulled it, and stretches 
the election, avowedly authorized by him for a term of 
three months, into an election for the whole Congress. 
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If the House should adopt the resolution reported by the 
Committee of Elections, we are yet to see how it will be 
taken by the people of the State of Mississippi. Their 
law requires that the election of members to represent them 
in this House for the present Congress should be held next 
November. That law'this House cannot set aside. The 
election must and will be held, and it is to be presumed 
that the same members will be again returned. Although I 
hold that the election by which they now occupy their seats 
was irregular, null, and void, I have been content that they 
should hold the seats, and wish they may continue to hold 


them till the close of the session ; because, however irregu- 


lar the election may have been, they were actually chosen 
by large majorities of the people, and there is no compari- 
son in point of magnitude between the mere inconvenience 
of an informal election, and the great evil of depriving the 
people of a whole State of their representation in this 
House, when they have actually signified their pleasure by 
whom they choose to be represented. I would, therefore, 
postpone to the last hour of the session the decision of the 
question ; but I should then vote for the resolution as pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Tennessee. The regular 


election would then be held according to the law of the | 


State of Mississippi; and as there is no reason for expecting 
that the people of the State of Mississippi have, since last 
August, transferred their preferences to other persons, there 
can be no doubt that the same members will be chosen 
again. 


Mississippi Election. 





But it is devoutly to be wished that the Legislature of the | 
State of Mississippi will, by a suitable modification of their | 


election law, provide against the recurrence of this defect in 
their representation in this House, which must otherwise 
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Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Campbell, 
Wu, B, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Goode, Wm. Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halsted, 
Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Henry 
Johnson, Lawler, Lewis, Lyon, Mallory, Samson Mason, 
Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Milligan, Calvary Morris, 
Ogle, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Elisha Whittle- 
sey, Lewis Williams, Wise, Yorke—70. 

Nays—Messrs. H. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, 
Bouldin, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, 
Bynum, Wm. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, John Campbell, 
T. J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Clark, 


| Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, 


Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farring- 
ton, Fairfield, R. Fletcher, I. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gal- 
lup, Rice Garland, Glascock, J. Graham, Grant, Gray, 
Griffin, Haley, Hainmond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Robert 
M. T. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kilgore, Kling- 
ensmith, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, 
Andrew W. Loomis, Marvin, J. M. Mason, Martin, May, 
McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, S. W. 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noyes, Palmer, Parker, 


| Parinenter, Patterson, Patton, Paynter, Pearce, Peck, 


return whenever a session intervenes between the fourth of | 


March and the first Monday in December of every alter- 
nate year. Other States are in the same situation. Eight 
or ten have been obliged to hold their elections since the 
special call for the present session by the President of the 
United States. The constitution no doubt authorizes 
Congress by law to alter the time of holding the election, 
as regulated by the law of the State; but there never yet 
has arisen a necessity for exercising this power by Con- 
gress ; nor should it, without necessity, be exercised. 
a still more exceptionable remedy for the evil which is now 
proposed ; an assumption of illegal power by the Governor 
of a State, and the nullification of a State law by a reso- 
lution of this House. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG asked that there might be a call 


when 105 members answered to their names. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that all further proceedings 
in the call be dispensed with; and, with a view of afford- 
ing the absent members time to resume their seats, asked 
for the yeas and nays on his motion; which being ordered, 
resulted: Yeas 137, nays61. So all further proceedings 
in the call were dispensed with. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, said that, as there was | 
a doubt as to whether the gentlemen from Mississippi had | 


been elected for the present session only, or the whole Con- 


gress, he thought it would be the better plan to lay the | 


whole subject on the table, and thus afford time for them 
to return and be re-elected. With that view, he moved 


amendment thereto, be laid on the table, and, on that ques- 
tion he asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY withdrew his motion at the re- 
quest of Mr. FILLMORE, who hoped the subject would 
not be thus disposed of, as it would leave the people of 
Mississippi in doubt. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY then renewed his motion, and 
the yeas and nays being ordered, resulted : Yeas 70, nays 
145, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, 


Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Robert- 
son, Rumsey, Sheffer, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, 
Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Under- 


| wood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, A. S. White, 
| John White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, S. Williams, J. W 
| Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Worthington, 


It is | 


| Yell—145. 


So the motion to lay on the table was decided in the ne- 
gative. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved the previous question, which 
was seconded: Yeas 105, nays 81; and the main question 
was ordered without a division. 


Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays on the main 


| question, which was the adoption of the resolution reported 
of the House. This was agreed to, and the roll was called ; | 


by the Committee of Elections, that Messrs. Claiborne and 
Gholson were entitled to their seats; which were ordered, 
and were: Yeas 118, nays 101, as follows: 
Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Bierne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John 


| Campbell, T. J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cil- 





ley, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, 
Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
Glascock, William Graham, Grant, Gray, Haley, Ham- 
mond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Hol- 
sey, Holt, Howard, Hubiey, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. 


| Jackson, Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kem- 
that the report of the Committee of Elections, with the 


ble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, 
Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, J. M. Mason, Martin, May, 
R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W. Morris, Muhlen- 
berg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Shep- 


‘ lor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, 


Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Weeks, A. S. White, T. T. Whittlesey, Jared 
W. Williams, Worthington—118. 
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Naxs—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, W. B. Cal- 
houn, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Caimpbell, Wm. B. Car- 
ter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Daw- 
son, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, Graves, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Henry, R. M. T. Hunter, Henry Johnson, 
Lawler, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, 
Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, Calvary Morris, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, 
Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, 


Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, | 


Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Towns, Underwood, J. 
White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. L. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—101. 

So Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne were declared to have 
been duly elected members of the twenty-fifth Congress 
from the State of Mississippi, and, as such, entitled to 
their seats on this floor. 

The House then adjourned. 





Wepnispay, Ocroner 4. 


NATIONAL BANK. 


After transacting some preliminary business, the House 
proceeded to the consideration of the following resolution, 
reported from the Committee of Ways and Means on the 
25th instant, it being the business next in order : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to charter a national bank. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. Wise to 
amend the resolution, by adding thereto, ‘* at this time. 
And be it further resolved, that it will be expedient to es- 
tablish a national bank whenever there is a clear manifes- 
tation of public sentiment in favor of such a measure.” 

Mr. SERGEANT, who was entitled to the floor, pro- 
ceeded with his remarks for a few minutes, when he 
moved to refer the resolution to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was very sorry this mo- 
tion was submitted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
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Mr. ADAMS would further ask if those memorials had 
been read in committee ? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that there had been thirty 
or forty of those memorials referred to that committee, 
and ordered to be printed—and it would be strange if 
some of them had not been read by members of the com! 
mittee. 

Mr. ADAMS said he understood, from the ambiguous 
reply of the gentleman from New York, that the memori- 
als in question had not been read in the committee to 
which they had been referred. 

{After a short pause, and no reply to this suggestion 
following from the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, } 

Mr. ADAMS resumed. 
ask, is here disclosed ? 





What state of facts, he would 
Numerous petitions come up to 


| this House, from the people of the United States ; by this 


House referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
they are not even read by that committee! But a reso- 
lution is returned to us, that it is inexpedient to establish 
a national bank! Mr. A. would signalize this as another 
strong instance of the treatment received by the people of 
the country, at the hands of this House. What right, he 
would demand, what pretence, had the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to tell this House, until they had read 
and carefully considered these petitions, that it was inex 

pedient to grant their prayer? Here is a resolution, pre- 


| sented to us, predetermined on, without hearing the peo- 


ple, without condescending to read their petitions, even in 
committee. Why is it that the time of the House is to be 
wasted at this special session, called for extraordinary and 
peculiar purposes, to the consideration, exclusively, of 
which the House, by solemn vote, have restricted them 

selves, in the discussion of a question of mere expediency ” 
Why did not the Committee of Ways and Means as well 
report against the expediency of continuing the war in 
Florida, when already the blood of our countrymen has 
been poured out like water, in the vain pursuit of a few 
wretched savages, who could not be found? Why did 


| not that committee report that it was inexpedient, at this 
| time, to make a debt of millions, with a full Treasury ” 


He must be sensible that if the motion he now made pre- | 


vailed, it would have the effect to make a final dispo- 
sition of the question now before the House. 


The Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means felt bound to present this ques- | 


tion before the House, in the form they did, in conse- 
quence of the memorials referred to them by the House, 
praying for the establishment of a national bank. In pre- 
senting it, however, they did not anticipate a lengthy dis- 
cussion. It was supposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that the nation desired to know what course this 
House and the other branch of Congress intended pursu- 
ing on this question ; and they had submitted this resolu- 
tion in order that gentlemen might be brought to a direct 
vote, and either adopt or reject the resolution. It was in- 
troduced because the subject had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and they considered it proper 
that the nation should understand what course they in- 
tended to pursue on this all-important question. He hoped 
that the motion to commit would not prevail, as there was 
not time to discuss it at the present session of Congress. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means if there had not been referred to that 
committee several petitions and memorials from various 
sections of the country, praying for the establishment of a 
national bank ! 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that there had been many 
such memorials. ‘The resolution now before the House 
had been framed with reference to them. 


Vou. XIV.—76 


And there are many other matters, legislation upon which 
may be said to be equally ‘‘inexpedient.” Why not 
snake these the subjects of a report? 

Sir, said Mr. A., whether the establishment of a nation- 
al bank is expedient or inexpedient, is now a very idle 
question, in the agitation of which to occupy the time ot 
this House. Had the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, upon these nemorials, been, simply, that this 
House, or a majority of it, and that committee, had pre- 
decided that the granting of their prayer was inexpedient, 
and that it should not be granted, the report would have 
been more consonant with reason and the facts. Why, sir, 


| said Mr. A., what reason is given by the committee for 


their report? Why is the establishment of a national 
bank less expedient now than at any other time? Why 
did they not bring in a resolution declaring it to be inex- 
pedient even to pass a law establishing such an institution 
to the end of all time? Why not bring forward such a 
proposition as well as this, and equally insist on members 
‘* toeing the mark,” as the chairman of Ways and Means 
took occasion to request me todo? Sir, this would be as 
reasonable a proposition asthe other. Does that gentle- 
man [Mr. Campretene] imagine that his power in this 
House is to last forever? Sir, I acknowledge his power 
here is very great, at present—but when he calls upon me 
to ‘toe the mark,” I may be excused for refusing to do so, 
as his ‘* mark” is not a straight one; it is too much like 
what we Yankees call a Virginia fence. I do not like his 
** mark,” sir, it is too crooked; and he cannot expect me 
to ‘* toe” it until he has learned to draw it straight! This 
is not the time for those who are friendly tu a national 
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bank, sir, to bring forward a proposition to that effect, and tleman, who doubted whether the President had the courage 
they will not probably permit such an issue to be prema- | to propose it; and if he had the courage to do so, the gen- 
turely made up for them on this floor. tleman left us in some doubt whether he would help him 
Sir, continued Mr. Avams, I complain of the gentleman | out of the difficulty. 
from New York. I complain to the country, sir, that he Now I had hoped the gentleman would have given us 
is wasting the time of this House (which, when it suits his | his aid on that bill—and why? Because I do not think 
pleasure, he is in the habit of detaining here till after mid- | the gentleman would vote for a proposition to incorporate 
night) in the discussion of the most frivolous resolution | an association of counterfeiters ; because T could not sup- 
ever presented in any legislative body. If we are here to | pose it possible that the gentleman could denounce all the 
discuss what is inexpedient, every body here may bring | presidents, cashiers, and directors of all the banks, and af- 
forward a resolution of the kind, and, iustead of adjourn- | terwards come here and vote for an association of counter 
ing on the 16th instant, we may remain here, discussing | feiters. The gentleman told us in that letter that he 
what we will not do, until the Christmas of next year. | doubted, as well he might, the expediency of employing 
Now, sir, the people who sent us here want to know, not | any bank of discount as an agent of the Government. 
what we will not, but what we will do; and this last, I | Now, there is no Government upon earth which employs 
am afraid, they will know far too soon for their interests. | a bank of discount. Even the Bank of England is not a 
Mr. Avams then expressed his concurrence in the views | bank of discount, according to its practice or its organiza. 
of his friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Serexan,] who had tion ; not a bank of commercial discount upon the plan ot 
moved to refer the resolution under consideration to the | banks in this country. The pzblic moneys are not per- 
Committee of the Whole. If it is to be debated, that is | mitted to be employed in commercial discounts, to be sud- 
undoubtedly the proper course for it to take. If the gen- | denly withdrawn. Sir, 1 rose merely to remind the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Camenerene] would bethink | tleman that on these questions ] wished him to remove all 
himself of it, this is not a question on which there is not | doubt—to toe the mark on the resolution against chartering 
something to be said on both sides. Mr. Apams conclud- | a national bank. 
ed by saying, however, that he preferred that the discus- Mr. GLASCOCK was somewhat astonished that the 
sion should not be continued, at this session, by reason of | gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Sereeanr,] after oc- 
the entire absence of all necessity that any legislation of | cupying the time of the House on three different mornings 
the kind should now be had; and he moved to lay the | during the morning hour, should move to commit the res- 
resolution on the table. | olution to the Committee of the Whole en the state of the 
Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman would not | Union. If he could believe for a moment that any goo 
make this motion, which cut off all reply, after making | could result from it, he would not interpose the objection 
such an attack upon him as he had made. he now made; but, so fur as this question was concerned, 
Mr. ADAMS. I will withdraw the motion if the gen- | it appeared to him that every gentleman had a full and 
tleman will renew it when he has done. | fair opportunity offered him of making known his views 
Mr. CAMBRELENG certainly could not do this. | to the House and to his constituents, in relation to the es- 
Mr. ADAMS. Well, then, I will withdraw the motion | tablishment of a national bank, in Committee of the 
unconditionally, so the gentleman may have the oppor- | Whole, on the bills before that committee. This being 
tunity of replying. the case, he was surprised that the gentleman should have 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from Massa- | made the motion after he had finished his own remarks. 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] with his accustomed courtesy, | It was also, he thought, very extraordinary that the gen- 
had been kind enough to speak of his (Mr. C’s) ** zig-zag” | tleman from Massachusetts should have made the motion 
course. He little expected the gentleman to make that | to lay the resolution on the table, after a similar motion 
charge. Mr. C. thought he (Mr. A.) would not have al- | had been rejected by a large majority of the House. He 
luded to a point which was so very :tender to some gen- | hoped the motion to commit might not prevail, because 
tlemen, perhaps on both sides. The gentleman, contin- | we had but some eight or ten days to determine on all the 
ued Mr. C., has alluded to my ‘‘zig-zag” course, and | great questions before the House; and the morning hour, 
said that I did not walk in a straight line. Sir, I have | he took it, was as much time as could be set apart special- 
been a member of this House for seventeen years, and be- ly for the discussion of this resolution. Gentlemen could 











fore I was a member I was an advocate of the broadest | discuss this question during the morning hour, and those 
doctrines of free trade, and of those doctrines set forth at | who desired to give their views on the subject of a bank 
large in the message of the President ; doctrines which the | at any other time, could do so on the bills under discus- 
South have uniformly sustained and supported. I have | sion in the Committee of the Whole. 
been obliged, sir, from necessity, to make this brief allu- Mr. CLARK, of New York, animadverted with some 
sion to my own course, in consequence of the extraordi- | particularity on the charge adduced by Mr. Anams, that 
nary attack of the gentleman from Massachusetts. the numerous petitions referred to the Committee of Ways 
Sir, it is perfectly well known, at least to some mem- | and Means on the subject of the establishment of a United 
bers, that, upon this bank question—upon the tariff ques- | States bank had not been read in committee. There was 
tion—and upun the interference of this Federal Govern- | no reason why they should have been read. ‘Their con 
ment, or State Legislatures, with the affairs of trade and | tents were well known. ‘The country was nauseated with 
money, I have been uniform and consistent, and, after sev- | them. The contents of them were familiar to the nation 
enteen years, I have the pleasure to find myself surround- | ‘‘as household words.” He hoped the Committee ot 
ed by gentlemen from every part of the Union advocating | Ways and Means had not wasted their valuable time in 
the same doctrines I advocated before I was a member of | reading them. The people were well enough aware of th: 
this House. trouble already caused to the country by the United States 
Sir, in alluding to the gentleman from Massachusetts | Bank, and did not intend it should again be established 
the other day, I did it in a pleasant manner, and not for | General Jackson had had the good fortune to harpoon tl. 
the purpose of provoking an attack upon me. The gen- | monster, and— 
tleman had alluded to the proposition now submitted to | ‘The SPEAKER here interposed, and observed that the 
the nation and to Congress—I mean the proposition to sep- | question must not now be discussed on its merits. 
arate the affairs of this Government and our Treasury from | Mr. CLARK regretted that he should have transgressed 
all connexion with banks. In alluding to that proposi- | the strict rules of order, and would refrain from doing s0. 
tion, he had reference to the published opinion of the gen- He hoped that the motion to refer would not prevail, but 
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that the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sencranr} 
would be permitted to go on, as he bad commenced, and 
finish his remarks during the morning hour, and that other 
gentlemen might have the same opportunity of going on 
with the discussion. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, of Va., said that the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means had brought forward 
one of the most important questions that could possibly | 
have been submitted to the consideration of Congress. 
Nine days were yet left of the session, and it was proposed 
to confine the debate on that question to a single hour in 
the morning of each of those days. Now, did the gentle- 
man (Mr. Campretene] intend that it should be debated, 
or that a vote should be taken on it without debate? If 
the former, then he hoped that gentleman would comply 
with the motion of Mr. Sereranr to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, or consent to lay it on the table, or 
to postpone it until the next session of Congress. 

Mr. WISE concurred with his colleague, [Mr. Rorerr- 
son.] What, asked he, were we called here todo? To 
consider and digest some plan for ordering a system of 
finance for the country. There were three conflicting 
plans before the country and the House for this purpose, 
proceeding from three distinct parties. The first was that 
of the administration, to establish a sub-Treasury system ; 
and this measure is brought forward in positive terms, and 
is referred to the Committee of the Whole for considera- 
tion. The other branch of the administration party, (call- 
ed the conservatives, ) to which, he had been told, on his 
first coming here, the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Crarx,} who had just spoken, belonged, had also pre- | 
sented their scheme, by the hands of one of their number, | 
(Mr. J. Gantann,] his colleague. This, too, was pre- 
sented in a posititive form, and had also been referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole. And now, Mr. W. would 
ask, why, in like manner, the system of the third party | 
there, not by any means the most inconsiderable in point | 
either of numbers or intelligence, (larger in fact than either | 
of the others, taken severally,) why their plan alone was 
brought forward by its opponents in a negative shape, and | 





reported against as ‘‘inexpedient?” Not only now, but | 
forever ‘*inexpedient?” Why, he would ask, was that | 
plan alone confined to the morning hour? Why were | 
not all the plans taken together, reported together, or dis- | 
cussed together in the Committee of the Whole, as pre- | 
senting each a part of the grand question upon finance 
now before the country? The friends of a national bank 
were waiting for ‘* the moving of the waters ;” they were 


not ready to bring forward their plans in a positive form ; | 
they had no notion of standing up for the purpose of being | 


knocked down. 


harpooning the monster; and the monster, like Lazarus in 
his grave, ‘*not dead, but sleeping,” was again to be 
brought to life, for the purpose of once more being killed. 
He had already been so often killed, that the trick is at 
last too stale for repetition. ‘This Mr. Wisx described as 
an attempt to raise a fallen issue. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called the gentleman to order. 
He wished to know if the gentleman from Virginia was 
to enjoy the exclusive privilege of speaking upon what sub- 
jects he pleased, under the motion before the House. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the gentleman from 
Virginia had perhaps been on the verge of transgressing 
the rules of order: when he should do so in reality, he 
should certainly be checked by the Chair. 

Mr. WISE resumed the floor. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, who had opposed this resolution, (Mr. Srr- 
6¥aNT,] would certainly not have brought forward a posi- 
tive proposition in favor of the establishment of a United 
States bank at this session of Congress. It had been 
brought forward in a negative form by the committee. It 


was a conflicting interest, and should be examined like the 
rest; not an hour a day in the morning exclusively. 
What, he would ask, was the object of making such a dis- 
position of the subject? It was, to keep it within the 
power of the party there, to be disposed of as they should 
at any moment think fit, and in the most summary mode 
of execution. To hold up to the country that there was 
no hope to the friends of a United States bank. 

The SPEAKER here reminded the gentleman from 
Virginia that he was not strictly in order. 

Mr. WISE suggested that it was perfectly in order to 
discuss the objects for which the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means wished to keep the question in 
the House without a reference to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The CHAIR assented to this proposition, and 

Mr. WISE proceeded. The object of the chairman of 
the committee is to strangle the issue, to make the pretence 
that the friends of the establishment of a bank of the Uni- 
ted States were struggling to attain that object now, and 
that they had been overpowered in their attempt by a ma- 
jority here. It was an instance of the manner in which 
the Bank of the United States had always been treated. 
Here, in the House, the resolution cannot be discussed ; 
in Committee of the Whole it certainly can, in all its 
bearings. There it could be debated before the country, 
and there it could be shown whether the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States could possibly compare, in monstrosity, with the 
project now presented by the administration. There is a 
large and intelligent interest in this country (whether larger 
than its opposers or not, it matters not) in favor of the es- 
tablishment of a national bank, and they had an equal 
right to be heard, candidly, and with the same circum- 
stances of deliberation as the rest—an equal right to fair 
play. If the sub-Treasury plan, and the conservative 
scheme, have a free discussion by a Committee of the 
Whole, that of this large and respectable interest has cer- 
tainly an equal right to such discussion, and he trusted it 
would have it. 

Mr. BYNUM rose to address the House, when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved for the orders of the day, 
which were taken up, the House resolving itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Connon in the chair. ) 


TREASURY NOTES. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Connor in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill ‘*to authorize the is- 
suing of Treasury notes.” 

The question pending was on the substitute of Mr. 


| Raerr. 
The House has been entertained with the old story of | 


Mr. BIDDLE rose and said, that he felt his position at 


| this moment to be one requiring a word of explanation. 


When, on Saturday, it was supposed the debate on this 


bill would be urged forward, gentlemen, whose standing in 
the House gave them an undoubted priority of claim to the 
floor, felt unwilling to proceed, at the close of an exhaust- 
ing week, and with no opportunity for that arrangement 
which lends additional force to the strongest arguments. 
He had, therefore, agreed, at the moment, to present the 
remarks he had to offer, not deeming them of sufficient im- 
portance to be held over for a similar purpose. A motion 
to adjourn had prevailed ; but he now found himself, by 
the courtesy of those gentlemen, still in the front rank, to 
which he had assuredly no claim, and which, without this 
apology, it might well be deemed presumptuous on his part 
to occupy. 

Had he proceeded on Saturday, the impulse of the mo- 
ment (Mr. B. said) would probably have led him to ani- 
madvert, at considerable length, on the singular circum- 
stances under which the present bill had been introduced. 
The bill first taken up was denounced as a measure of rev- 
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enue, originating in the Senate, and, of course, an inva- 
sion of the constitutional privileges of this House. In- 
stead of discussing a question of such deep interest to the 
people, it had received the go-by ; and the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, on the spur of the 
moment, had hastily got up a new bill as a substitute. 
The constitutional objection was treated with levity. Mr. 
John Randolph, of Virginia, had remarked that the time 
was rapidly approaching when members on this floor would 
be called to order for quoting the constitution. If that 
period had not actually arrived, we seemed near it, when 
reliance on the constitution was treated as a ‘*‘ technical” 
objection, and as a teasing obstruction in the way of the 
majority. All the mischief against which the constitution 
intended to guard had already been done by this prema- 
ture action of the Senate. To withdraw, then, the bill, 
with a view to cut off discussion, was only to snatch from 
the immediate representatives of the people an opportunity 
of formally protesting against an encroachment upon their 
province. Perhaps, however, as much good would be ef- 
fected by the spectacle of that hasty withdrawal as by the 
most extended discussion. The people would not fail to 
mark and resent it. 

In entering (Mr. B. said) on his duties as a member of 
this House, he had done so with a fixed determination to 
be drawn into no merely factious opposition to those who 
administered the Government. But it was undeniable, in 
the high state of credit which this country enjoyed, at home 
and abroad, that any method of pledging that credit in con- 
stitutional form will effect the desired object with equal 
certainty and promptitade. If, then, the administration 
has resorted to a method which is most liable to exception ; 
which, in its example, is most dangerous; which would, 
in all probability, be the least productive and the most bur- 
densome ; which would tend to disguise from the people 
their real condition and liabilities, then he felt not merely 
at liberty, but bound to resist it, and to turn the Govern- 
ment round toa method direct, advantageous, and unex- 
ceptionable. 

He would make a preliminary remark. The late Pres- 
ident, General Jackson, had proclaimed to the whole world 
that the bill before us is unconstitutional, and, if passed, 
will not bind the faith of the nation. In his letter to the 
editor of the Globe, dated Hermitage, 23d of July, 1837, 
he says: 

‘* I hope no Treasury notes will be issued. The Treas- 
ury drafts upon actual deposites are constitutional, and do 
not partake of paper credits as Treasury notes, which are 
subject to depreciation by the merchants, and banks, and 
shavers, and brokers ; and will be, if issued; and the Gov- 
ernment cannot avoid it. Different must it be with Treas- 
ury drafts drawn upon actual deposites ; and, from the con- 
duct of the banks and the merchants, they deserve no favors 
from the Government, which they have attempted to dis- 
grace, and to.destroy its credit both at home and abroad,” 

Now, sir, does this bill profess to authorize drafts on 
actual deposites in the Treasury, or notes to be discounted 
by merchants, banks, shavers, and brokers? The title is 
‘* A bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” and 
the President and Secretary are empowered to make the best 
bargain they can with these merchants, banks, shavers, 
and brokers, provided not more than six per cent. be al- 
lowed. Does any one pretend to deny that they encounter 
the full denunciation of General Jackson as unconstitution- 
al? He holds, distinctly, that the power to borrow money 
does not embrace the issue of this kind of paper. 

Mr. Chairman, you will readily believe that I am not 
one of those who push to an extreme my faith in the ac- 
curacy of General Jackson’s opinions on constitutional 
points. That is not the question. Is it not undeniable 
that such opinions are held by many, and will exercise a 
wideinfluence? The chairman of the Committee of Ways 
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and Means tells us that these notes are to find their resting- 
place in London; in other words, this is a new form of 
loan to the United States from the detested Barings. They 
ought, then, to have a clear and indisputable credit amongst 
those who have been soured and alarmed at being so long 
held up as persons whom it is meritorious to cheat, because 
they happen to live en the other side of the Atlantic. Let 
it be remembered, too, that, in discussing the probabilities 
of the Supreme Court declaring a certain charter unconsti- 
tutional, great reliance was placed on the fact that a large 
majority of the present judges had been appointed by Gen- 
eral Jackson. If those judges should adopt his opinions in 
the present case, what a fraud is to be practised on the pur- 
chasers of this paper! These are matters which cannot 
remain unknown in that great mart of the world, where 
rival stocks are perpetually struggling for precedence. Nay, 
sir, is it not possible that the agent for the Smithsonian 
bequest, in one of those fluctuations of mood to which he 
seems subject, may republish, with a preface, the letter of 
General Jackson to Mr. Blair, as he did a certain other 
letter, with a view to shake public confidence in an Amer- 
ican stock ? 

Mr. Chairman, I have other objections to this bill. 

No one can shut his eyes to the fact, that this is the 
commencement of a new national debt. But it wears a 
mask to conceal its hideous countenance. With what rap- 
turous joy did the people hail their escape from the former 
load! Abundant gratitude was claimed, on that occasion, 
for General Jackson ; though it was the result of measures 
matured long before, and retarded, rather than advanced, 
by the increased expenditures of his administration. There 
is plainly now a trembling timidity—a morbid fear—after 
so much false boasting, to lay bare the fact that the first 
step.of the present administration is to create a national 
debt. Is it right, sir, that the representatives of the people 
should co-operate in an effort to mislead the people? How 
many of our constituents are aware of the true character 
and operation of this bill? Is it not proper that they should 
be instantly aroused, so that, at the polls, they may begin 
at once to exercise their right of claiming from candidates 
a pledge of rigid economy? How is this debt to be paid 
off? Does any body suppose that the present emission of 
paper will render more available the notes of broken banks 
which constitute our present resource? On the contrary, 
it will only cause their still further depreciation. You will 
not be able to force them even upon the revolutionary pen- 
sioners and the laborers in your service. They will prove 
a total loss to the holders, as was the case when the paper 
tickets of irresponsible individuals were superseded by the 
paper tickets of corporations. Sir, this thing must end in 
direct taxes. The necessity may be shuffled off by new 
emissions, but will come at last with all its accumulation. 
Disguise the matter as you may, these ten millions will 
eventually have to be paid out of the soil. Unless the peo- 
ple are aroused, and take the matter into their own hands, 
the time will speedily come when every farmer, in prepar- 
ing for his corp, must run one furrow for himself and 
the next for the tax-gatherer. Viewing the matter even 
on party grounds, how is it that an administration, pledged 
to follow in the footsteps of General Jackson, begins its 
career by creating a debt of ten millions, in a mode which 
General Jackson has denounced as dangerous and uncon- 
stitutional ? 

Mr. Chairman, it has ever been a subject of regret and 
astonishment that our mode of raising money is one that 
invites prodigality and extravagance, and tends, most 
speedily, to exhaust our credit. Our wisest statesmen 
have warned us, over and over again, of the fatal impolicy 
of ever incurring a debt, without, at the same time, pro- 
viding a specific fund for its redemption. 

Even during the late war, when there was a disposition 
to put every thing at risk, in sustaining the country, with« 
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pe looking to consequences, you will find that the voice 


of sagacious men was raised in protest against this im- 
providence. Thus, in the debate of the 9th of April, 1814, 
on the subject of Treasury notes, a patriotic member of the 
House of Representatives, Mr. McKim, used this language: 

**Mr. McKim said he should be sorry to deny to the 
gentleman the courtesy of having his resolution referred, 
were it not for one consideration. If the gentleman would 
add to his motion a proposition for such further tax as 
should be necessary to redeem the notes when they be- 
came due, he should concur in his motion. But he asked 
of the House to take a deliberate -view of this subject before 
they referred the resolution. If there was any one point 
on which Government should be cautious, it should be its 
credit; and a regard for the credit of the Government would 
not justify the issuing of these notes without providing for 
their redemption.” 

Nay, sir, the Secretary of the Treasury himself, in his 
recent report, admits the importance of such a provision : 

** In connexion with the issue of any Treasury notes, it 
is believed to be wise to make ample provision for their 
early and final redemption.” 

Why has this been neglected? Why is it that Con- 
gress shall grant money with reckless precipitation, omit- 
ting the precautions against abuse which even an executive 
officer has pointed out ? 

Mr. B. said he could not forbear to press upon the Tlouse 
the warning of the first Secretary of the Treasury, as to 
the emission of paper money by this Government : 

‘* The emitting of paper money by the authority of the 
Government is wisely prohibited to the individual States by 
the national constitution, and the spirit of that prohibition 
ought not to be disregarded by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States. Though paper emissions, under a general au- 
thority, might have some advantages not applicable, and 
be free from some disadvantages which are applicable, 
to the like emission by the States separately, yet they are 
of a nature so liable to abuse, and, it may even be affirmed, 
so certain of being abused, that the wisdom of Government 
will be shown in never trusting itself with the use of so se- 
ducing and dangerous an expedient.” ‘* The stamping of 
paper is an operation so much easier than the laying of 
taxes, that a Government in the practice of paper emissions 
would rarely fail, in any such emergency, to indulge itself 
too far in the employment of that resource, to avoid as 
much as possible one less auspicious to present popularity.” 

Here, sir, you find plainly disclosed to us the real motive 
for aresort to Government paper. It is ‘less auspicious 
to present popularity to adopt a course which would compel 
the people to pause and to reflect upon the folly and impos- 
ture that have brought us to our present condition.” 

Are we, sir, prepared to run over again a career of im- 
providence, without the shadow of a pretext, and against 
all the lessons of wisdom and experience? Sir, the pre- 
sent times afford little scope for ambition, or reward for the 
toils of office. But this administration has put aside, 
from narrow, temporary, and selfish considerations, an 
opportunity of earning the lasting gratitude of posterity, 
and achieving a great civil triumph, by placing this matter 
on its true basis. 

What, I repeat, is now the fund mainly looked to, for 
the redemption of these Treasury notes? Why, sir, the 
claims which we hold on broken banks, and the vague hope 
that they will grow better during the next year, in which 
we are going to wage a war of extermination against these 
institutions. No, sir! There is not the least hope or 
expectation of aid from that quarter. It is perfectly well 
known that the only claim to credit which these notes 
possess, is the fact, that they constitute a lien on every 
inch of real estate in the country, and must be discharged 
out of the hard labor of the country. But the administra- 
tion dares not acknowledge this to the people, It does not 
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feel strong enough to do so. Concealment is necessary. 
For this very reason, sir, I resist the project. I say to the 
administration, come out fairly and openly, so that the 
people may see what is before them; do this, and I will 
cheerfully co-operate with you. 

In continuing his remarks, Mr. B. said it had been the 
understanding of the House, that each of the measures, 
proposed by the administration, brought under review all 
the topics connected with the present state of the country. 
Whilst calling for the previous question on the postpone- 
ment bill, the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means [Mr. Camspnecenc] had justified that harsh mea- 
sure, by remarking that the discussion thus arrested could 
be renewed upon any other bill. He would take this occa- 
sion to advert to some remarks which had been made, or 
rather assertions hazarded, towards the close of that debate, 
as to the past condition of our currency ; a reply to which 
had, at the time, been cut off. 

He was desirous, at the outset, (Mr. B. said,) of guard- 
ing whet he had to say, from a claim to either more or less 
of consideration than was its due. He had never exchang- 
ed a line, or a syllable, with any one connected with the 
administration of the late or present Bank of the United 
States, on the subject of either institution, or any financial 
question. His opinions were drawn from materials com- 
mon to all, but to the course and connexion of which he 
had naturally been led to give a careful and steady atten- 
tion. This explanation was proper, because he had been 
assailed, in the official paper of the Government, as the 
tepresentative on this floor of a moneyed corporation. With 
regard to that institution, and the method of its administra- 
tion, they were topics within the scope of the debate, on 
which each member must judge of the extent of his own 
obligations to decency and truth. But he would suffer 
no responsible person to insinuate the infamous calumny 
that he represented here aught but the interests of his con- 
stituents, and what he deemed to be the best interests of 
the country. 

Tt would be readily believed, by those who personally 
knew him, that it was not of choice he took part in this 
discussion. But the station he now held forbade him to 
indulge a repugnance that in private life was permissible. 
He was here not to consult his own sensibilities, but to 
struggle for the rights of others. The prosperity—nay the 
daily bread—of thousands of his constituents turned, as 
he believed, on a right understanding of this momentous 
subject. Whilst, therefore, a sense of what was due to 
the House, as well as to himself, would guard against the 
intrusion of personal feeling, he would not, on the other 
hand, be restrained, by misplaced delicacy, from that per- 
fect freedom which befitted the sole representative of a 
community once prosperous and happy, to an almost un- 
exampled extent, but now suffering severely under the 
calamity that had overspread the land. 

Mr. Chairman, many homilies have been read to us on 
the necessity of conciliation and forbearance. I, sir, am 
one of those to whom this language is always acceptable. 
We are not here to wage a war of sarcasms. All remin- 
iscences that illustrate nothing, and terminate only in ex- 
asperation, may well be discarded. But, sir, rely upon it, 
that no good can result from shutting our eyes to the past. 
It is easy to say that ‘*by-gones are by-gones.” The in- 
famous Colonel Chartres, we are told, so consoled himself 
on his death-bed, when reminded by the priest of his enor- 
mities. But seriously, sir, if we are ever to rise above the 
level of the brutes—if man be truly described as a being look- 
ing before and after—if the lessons of experience are not al- 
ways to be written in water—it is only from a calm and 
resolute survey of the causes which have led to our present 
embarrassments, that we can draw the hope of extridation, 
or be secure from a recurrence of the calamity. 

There is one great topic, however, threatening in former 
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times to be illimitable, which the supporters of the admin- 
istration, and the President himself, now despatch in a 
very summary way. I allude, of course, to the exclusive 
metallic currency. ‘The struggle now is, who shall most 
effectually clear his skirts of that doctrine—who shall most 
strenuously deny his master. No one now aspires to play 
the part of Midas. That personage, we are told, was for 
some time successful in concealing his long ears. They 
were at length, however, detected, and rendered him the 
object of derision. 

Mr. Chairman, I will not soil my own mind, or disgust 
the House, by hunting up proof, from a thousaud polluted 
sources, that this is the c*y with which the country has so 
long rung from side to side. Sir, the task would be as 
nauseating as it is superfluous. However the attempt may 
be made by alarmed politicians to veil and qualify their 
projects, the people—the people, always honest, but some- 
times led astray—have not forgotten the process of delu- 
sion. They well know that this cry was the Marseilles 
hymn of the promised revolution. 


haustible fund of gullibility. They see not only that their 
pockets have been picked, but their understandings outra- 
ged. Sir, I draw the happiest augury for the future, from 
the shame and indignatien of many who have been the far- 
thest misled—shame at their own folly ; indignation at the 
desertion of their leaders. No class of men is now better 
prepared to follow where patriotism may lead than those 
who have been thus turned upon and rebuked for the very 
phrases so recently put into their mouths, and blazoned 
upon their banners. 

Yes, sir! All eyes are now opened to the mingled wick- 
edness and folly which would attempt to abolish credit, and 
to denounce all those who trade upon it, or in any shape 
take advantage of it. What but this talismanic word has 
carried forward our young nation, with unparalleled rapid- 
ity, in the career of greatness? What else has enabled 
those whose sole possessions were stout limbs, steadiness, 
subriety, a fair moral character, to mortgage all these in 
the struggle to advance themselves, and to swell thereby 
the general prosperity ? 

Sir, it is not a little curious to those familiar with our 
colonial history, to revert to the early warfare upon that 
system. 

Whilst we were in subjection to Great Britain, it was 
the settled policy of the manufacturers and merchants of 
that country to repress the adventurous spirit of America, 
and to render our labor strictly subordinate to their imme- 
diate and narrow purposes. Let me, at the hazard of 
proving tedious, illustrate what I mean by a few references. 
As early as 1717, you will find on the journals of the 
House of Commons the following entry : 

‘* A petition of ironmasters, ironmongers, cutlers, free- 
holders, nailors, smiths, and artificers, in the iron manu- 
facture, living in the town of Birmingham, in the county 
of Warwick, was presented to the House and read, setting 
forth that, should there be encouragement given to the 
making and manufacture of iron in any plantation belong- 
ing to his Majesty’s dominions, it, will certainly tend to the 
ruin of the iron trade of this kingdom, which employs 
great numbers of people. ‘The greatest consumption of 
our iron manufactures is now sent abroad to the planta- 
tions, which, if they have encouragement, will have no oc- 
casion for our assistance ; and the iron works of the nation 
must be totally ruined for want of employment for the poor.” 

Again, in the year 1736, is the following entry : 

** A petition of sundry ironmasters and ironmongers, in 
behalf of themselves and many others, trading to his Ma- 
jesty’s plantations in America, was presented to the House 
and read, setting forth that the inhabitants of New England 
have, within these four years, erected several forges and 
slitting mills, and do annually make a great deal of bar 





iron, and manufacture the said iron into axes, nails, and 
sundry other species; and do now not only supply them- 
selves with great part of their nails and iron ware, but ex- 
port great quantities to many other of his Majesty’s planta- 
tions, to the great decay and prejudice of the iron trade in 
this kingdom, which at this time employs more people, 
especially of the poor laborious sort, than any other trade, 
that of the woollen manufacture only excepted ; and that, 
unless their slitting mills are destroyed, and also some stop 
put to their manufacturing, our trade must soon be utterly 
ruined, and great numbers of people employed in the ma. 
king and manufacturing of iron will be unavoidably depri- 
ved of the means of their subsistence.” 

In the same year is another petition : 

‘*A petition of sundry ironmasters and ironmongers, 
concerned in the iron manufactory, of the county of Wor- 
cester, in behalf of themselves and others, was presented 
to the House and read, setting forth that, in that and other 


y | adjacent counties, there has long been established the 
Sir, the people are not | 
so stupid as is thought by those who calculate on an inex- | 


greatest manufactory of iron in this kingdom; and that 
their manufactory owes its origin as well to the several for- 
ges erected in the neighborhood, for making bar iron suit- 
able to particular purposes, as to the great plenty of pit 
coal, and the conveniency of the Severn for exportation ; 
and that their trade has always increased and flourished till 
lately in proportion to the American plantations, but now 
greatly declines for want of its usual demands; and they 
can ascribe this to nothing but the making of iron and iron 
ware in that part of the world ; and that many of their ar- 
tificers and workmen have of late gone off, and have remo- 
ved themselves thither, as it is to be feared.” 

And mark, sir, how the British Parliament seconded this 
policy. I take instances at random. In the year 1732 an 
act was passed with the following preamble: ‘* Whereas 
the art and mystery of making hats in Great Britain hath 
arrived to great perfection, and considerable quantities of 
hats manufactured in this kingdom have heretofore been 
exported to his Majesty’s plantations or colonies in Ameri- 
ca, who have been wholly supplied with hats from Great 
Britain ; and whereas great quantities of hats have of late 
years been made, and the said manufacture is daily increas- 


| ing the British plantations in America, and is from thence 
| exported to foreign markets, which were heretofore supplied 


from Great Britain.” It then proceeds to enact that, after 


| the 29th of September, 1736, no hat, dyed or undyed, 


finished or unfinished, shall be put on board any vessel or 


| wagon, with a view of its being exported out of the pro- 


vince, on penalty of forfeiture, and of a fine of £500. No 
hat maker in the provinces shall have more than two ap- 
prentices at a time, nor shall he employ a journeyman who 
had not served an apprenticeship of seven years. 

Another act of Parliament, of 1750, provides : that ‘* no 
mill or other engine, for slitting or rolling of iron, or any 


| plating forge to work with a tilt-hammer, or any furnace 


for making steel, shall be erected or continued ; and every 
such mill, engine, forge, or furnace, shall be deemed a 
common nuisance, to be abated by the Governor or the 
commander-in-chief of the forces, within thirty days after 
information given.” 

The colonies were compelled to maintain expensive 


| agencies in London to guard against unceasing efforts to 


strike at their advancing prosperity, by insisting on an ex- 
clusive metallic currency. ‘lake an example from the 
journal of the House of Commons of 1751. 

**A petition of Robert Charles, Esq., agent for his 
Majesty’s colony of New York in America, was presented 
to the House and read, setting forth that the said colony, 
and several others of his Majesty’s colonies in the continent 
in America, have enjoyed for many years past, and do now 
enjoy, the benefit of a paper credit rendered absolutely ne- 
cessary from the want of gold and silver sufficient for the 
trade and circumstances of such colonies.” 
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The petition states that this paper credit has ‘‘ excite. 
industry, has proved a necessary and useful medium of 
trade, and has enabled the said colonies to provide for the 
defence of widely extended frontiers.” It adds: ** that 
the said bill depending in the House, should the same pass 
into a law, will essentially alter the nature and quality of 
the paper credit of America, to the grievous hurt of indi- 
viduals, the disappointment of the public service, and con- 
fusion in all manner of dealings.” 

Thus, sir, you see that eighty-six years ago a prayer was 
wafted across the Atlantic from that city, whose memorial 
to a like effect has just been laid upon your table by the 
honorable gentleman on my right, [Mr. Horrman.] The 
supplication then was addressed to a foreign Legislature sit- 
ting at Westminster. It was successful in averting the 
threatened calamity. ‘The same entreaties addressed to an 
American Congress at Washington seem to be received 
with coldness, perhaps with derision. 

The exertions of Doctor Franklin, in the same cause, 
whilst agent for Pennsylvania, are sufficiently disclosed in 
the well-known remonstrance which he prepared and pub- 
lished at London in the year 1764. He remarks: ‘*In 
Pennsylvania, paper money was first made in 1723, which 








gave new life to business, promoted greatly the settlement | 


of new lands, whereby the province has so greatly increased 
in inhabitants,” &c. Alluding to the argument that New 
England had been restrained by act of Parliament, and 
that no dissatisfaction existed thereat, he gives this expla- 
nation: **In New England there are four distinct Govern- 
ments; but, having much mutual intercourse of dealings, 
the money of each used to pass current in all; but the 
whole of this common currency, not being under one com- 
mon direction, was not so easily kept within due bounds ; 
the prudent reserve of one colony, in its emissions, being 
rendered useless by excess in another.” 

Mr. Chairman, from this retrospect two things are ap- 
parent— ‘ 

First. That to denounce credit, and insist on an exclu- 
sive metallic currency, is not an ingenious novelty of the 
present day, but a servile attempt to follow in the footsteps 
of those who, from the earliest settlement, have watched, 
with jealous alarm, the expansive tendencies of an in- 
genious, energetic, and indefatigable people. ‘The wreath 
of glory belongs not to any living brow. You must seek 
the great original amidst the ancient tombs of Birmingham 
or Worcester. 

A second, and not less striking fact, is disclosed to us, 
that the sagacious mind of Doctor Franklin, seventy-three 
years ago, discerned the necessity, wherever intimate com- 
mercial relations existed between the colonies, of some cen- 
tral controlling power, as a check upon extravagant issues 
of paper. Since he wrote, how have the relations of the 
States been multiplied! And how painfully has the truth 
been forced upon us, that, in this condition of things, it is 
vain for one State to attempt to guard against the improvi- 
dence of others! 

Sir, the convictions of Dr. Franklin, in 1764, are those 
which come to us in 1837, from the East, the West, the 
North, and the South; not from the counting-house and 
and the factory only, but from the plough and the mat- 
tock—from every form of industry, now cheated out of its 
honest earnings by a spurious and depreciated currency. 


Treasury Notes. 
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These convictions, Mr. Chairman, may, I know, be 


baffled and eluded. There are at work, amongst the poli- 
ticians of our wide-spread country, motives the-most power- 


ful that can actuate the human bosom to stifle or decry the | 


plainest lessons of experience. The love of place—the pride 
of opinion—the maintenance of party ascendency—the hate 
of political rivals—all these will insure a desperate war to 
the knife, in preference to the admission of error. You 
cannot supply with foregn missions one out of a thousand 
of those who believe that they must either mystify and con- 
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fuse the people—make up false issues—astound and be- 
wilder by the very audacity of party tactics—or disappear 
from public life. 

I am not sanguine, then, that the time has yet arrived 
for the complete triumph of the truth. But I believe in the 
final good sense, as well as in the sovereignty of the peo- 
ple ; and to that good sense I look for the achievement, in 
the end, of a thorough reformation. 

In the attempt, Mr. Chairman, to ascertain the state of 
the country, and of the currency before the outbreak of the 
seven years war upon the bank, I avail myself of the testi- 
mony of a witness to whom exception will hardly be taken 
by the friends of the administration. I allude to the gen- 
tleman who was recently a candidate for Congress in the 
county of Philadelphia, and in whose behalf we saw officers 
of the General Government arrayed, in a manner that Mr. 
Jefferson and General Jackson have denounced as so in- 
decent, as well as perilous to our free institutions. In 
September, 1828, two months before the election of 
General Jackson, I find Mr. Charles J. Ingersoll on a com- 
mittee, appointed by the stockholders of the Bank of the 
United States, to examine into the state of its affairs. 
The report of the committee, bearing Mr. Ingersoll’s sig- 
nature, is dated 2d September, 1828. It met my eye, for 
the first time, in Europe, where its exhibit was a matter of 
congratulation to Americans and the friends of America. I 
have since turned to it, as preserved in Hazard’s Register. 

After alluding to the difficulty, supposed to arise fiom 
the universal receivability of the notes in payment of duties, 
which it was feared would compel the bank to provide 
funds in many places to pay the same note, Mr. Ingersoll 
thus proceeds : 

** But the second measure alluded to by the committee, 
which wrought the most important change in the situation 
of the bank—that which may be considered as decisive of 
its usefulness and prosperity—relates to the nature and ex- 
tent of the circulation of its notes. The board of directors 
adopted a course, the success of which has, in the view of 
this committee, laid the foundation of the present prosperi- 
ty of the institution. It would lead the committee beyond 
the proper limits of a report to state in detail the reason 
of this course ; but the principle on which it was founded 
was briefly this: that the universal receivability of the 
notes of the bank was of no disadvantage, if the local cur- 
rency of the place were the notes where issued was sound ; 
and it was the duty of the Bank of the United States, and 
within its power, to make it sound. Accordingly they 
pursued the system of issuing freely and exclusively their 
own notes; of receiving, generally, the notes of solvent 
State banks, and making frequent settlements with them ; 
thus improving the currency, by introducing the notes of 
the Bank of the United States, and by preventing the over- 
issnes of the State banks. By a gradual and judicious ex - 
ecution of this plan, the effect followed, that, without pri 
vate or general suffering, without causing the failure of 
any bank or any individual, and without inconvenience {o 
the Bank of the United States, the banking operations of 
the country have been brought under an efficient control, 
and a large amount of the notes of the Bank of the United 
States have been gradually substituted for the depreciated or 
doubtful currency which was so injurious to the Southern 
and Western States. ‘This signal triumph over the great- 
est of all the difficulties of the bank, for the achievement 
of which a debt of lasting gratitude is due to the able 
officer who presides over the institution, has dissipated all 
the doubts entertained of its power to supply the necessary 
amount of notes, and has permanently fixed the basis of a 


wide extended and profitable usefulness, The means thus 


derived from the increase of notes, and the sale of stock, 
were devoted to discounts and loans, particularly to that 
class of loans which are at once the safest and the most 
usefyl—the discount of bills of exchange. 
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means the bank has been enabled to extend its operations, 
in both foreign and domestic exchange, in such a manner 
as greatly to enhance the profits of its business, at the 
same time that it has afforded facility and security to the 
commercial transactions of the country.” 

The report proceeds to exhibit the operations of the bank, 
and winds up as foliows : 

‘** This exhibition is calculated to show that the stock- 
holders of the bank are deriving important advantages from | 
the successful prosecution of a system of measures which | 
not only produces profit to the stockholders, but furnishes | 
to the community a convenient, sound, and highly useful 
currency. And the committee, at the same time that they 
approve the system which has been practically shown to 
be wise, feel it to be proper to notice and commend the 
activity and energy which have been exercised by the 
officers of the bank to preserve the purity of this currency, 
and to save the community from the evils of its being 
counterfeited. 

«« The committee deem themselves justified in stating, 
as the general result of their examination, that the affairs 
of the institution are in a highly prosperous condition ; 
conducted upon proper banking principles, in the general 
scheme of its administration, and in the details of its man- 
agement.” 

Such, Mr. Chairman, was the deliberate representation 
made on the eve of General Jacksen’s administration. But 
the message of the President, in 1829, declared that the 
bank had failed to provide a sound and uniform currency, 
and suggested the project of an exchequer bank. A com- 
mittee of the Senate, having at its head the venerable Gen- 
eral Smith of Maryland, a warm political friend of Gener- 
al Jackson, was appointed to take the whole subject into 
consideration. The report of that committee, going into 
details, the accuracy and force of which have never been 
questioned, is familiar to all. It is there said : 

** As every bank which desires to maintain its charac- 
ter, must be ready to make settlements with the Bank of 
the United States, as the agent of the Government, or be 
immediately discredited, and must therefore keep its notes 
equal to gold or silver, there can be little danger to the 
community, while the issues of the banks are restrained 
from running to excess, by the salutary control of the 
Bank of the United States, whose own circulation is ex- 
tremely moderate, compared with the amount of its capital. 
Accordingly, the fact is, that the general credit of the 
banks is good, and that their paper is always convertible 
into gold or silver, and for all local purposes forms a local 
currency equivalent to gold and silver. ‘There is, however, | 
superadded to this currency, a general currency, more 
known, more trusted, and more valuable than the local 
currency, which is employed in the exchanges between 
different parts of the country. ‘These are the notes of 
the national bank. These notes are receivable for the 
Government, by the 9,000 receivers, scattered through- 
out every part of the country.- They are, in fact, in 
the course of business, paid in gold or silver, though 
they are not legally or necessarily so paid, by the branches 
of the bank, in every section of the Union. In all com- 
mercial places they are received, in all transactions, with- 
out any reduction in value ; and never, under any circum- 
stances, does the paper, from the remotest branches, vary 
beyond a quarter of one per cent. in its actual exchange 
for silver. Here, then, is a currency as safe as silver; 
more convenient, and more valuabie than silver ; which, 
through the whole western and southern, and interior parts 
of the Union, is eagerly sought in exchange for silver ; 
which, in those sections, often bears a premium paid in 
silver; which is, throughout the Union, equal to silver in 
payment to the Government and payments to individuals 
in business; and with which, whenever silver is needed, 
in any part of the country, will command it, without the 
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charge of the slightest fraction of a per centage. <a mean 
of this currency, funds are transmitted at an expense less 
than in any other country. In no other country can a 
merchant do what every citizen of the United States can 
do—deposite, for instance, his silver at St. Louis, o 
| Nashville, or New Orleans, and receive notes, which he 
| can carry with him 1,000 or 1,500 miles, to the Atlantic 
cities, and there receive for them an equivalent amount o| 
silver, without any expense whatever ; and in no possible 
event, an expense beyond a quarter of one per cent. If, 
| however, a citizen does not wish to incur the anxiety of 
| carrying these notes with him, or to run the hazard of the 
mail, he may, instead of them, receive a draft, payable to 
himself or his agent alone, so as to insure the receipt of an 
equal amount, at an expense of not one-half, and often not 
one-fourth, of the actual cost of carrying the silver. ‘The 
owner of funds, for instance, at St. Louis or Nashville, 
can transfer them to Philadelphia for one-half per cent.; 
from New Orleans, generally, without any charge at all— 
at most, one-half per cent.; from Mobile, from par to one- 
half per cent.; from Savannah, at one-half per cent.; and 
from Charleston, at from par to one-quarter per cent. 

‘*This seems to present a state of currency approach- 
ing as near to perfection as could be desired : tor here is o 
currency issued at twenty-four different parts of th: 
Union, obtainable by any citizen who has money or credit 
When in his possession, it is equivalent to silver in all his 
dealings with all the 9,000 agents of the Government, 
throughout the Union. In all his dealings with the in- 
terior, it is better than silver; in all his dealings with the 
commercial cities, equal to silver ; and if, for any purpose, 
he desires the silver with which he bought it, it is at his 
disposal, almost universally, without any diminution, and 
never more than a diminution of one-quarter per cent. It 
is not easy to imagine, it is scarcely necessary to desire, 
any currency better than this. 

‘It is not among its least advantages, that it bears a 
proper relation to the real business and exchanges of th: 
country, being issued only to those whose credit entitles 
them to it, increasing with the wants of the active opera 
tions of society, and diminishing, as these subside, into 
comparative inactivity ; while it is the radical vice of all 
Government paper to be issued without regard to the busi 
ness of the community, and to be governed wholly by con- 
siderations of convenience to the Government.” 

I will trouble the House further only with the closing 
paragraph : 

**On the whole, the committee are of opinion, that the 
| present state of the currency is safe for the community, 
and eminently useful to the Government; that, for some 
| years past, it has been improving, by the infusion into the 

circulating medium of a larger portion of coin, and the 
substitution of the paper of more solvent banks, in lieu o! 
those of inferior credit; and that, if left to the progress of 
existing laws and institutions, the partial inconveniences 
| which still remain of the paper currency of the last war, 
| will be wholly and insensibly remedied. Under these cir- 
| cumstances, they deem it prudent to abstain from all legis- 
| lation, to abide by the practical good which the country 
enjoys, and to put nothing to hazard by doubtful experi 
ments.” 
Such was the currency when the Bank of the United 
States was responsible for its soundness and uniformity. 
What is it now, when the responsibility has been assumed 








by others? Alas! sir, it is as superfluous as it would be 
painful, to depict what is furced every hour upon our at- 
tention. 

At the end of seven years, we are summoned here to be 
told that the ‘‘ experiments” upon which the Government 
decided to precipitate itself are no Jonger “ doubtful.’ 
They 


are admitted to be utter failures. But we are, at 


the same time, informed that it is not open to the country 
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to profit by the lessons of experience. ‘There is an insu- 
perable obsiacle in the way. The President is trammelled 
by a letter he wrote to Mr. Sherrod Williams, and by an- 
other addressed to a Cincinnati dinner-party ! 

Will the people be satisfied with this answer? 1 think 
not. Let politicians who have attained notoriety by clamor 
ou this subject, struggle as they may to repress the roused 
spirit of the nation—to disguise from the people their own 
strength—to induce despair as to the possibility of attain- 
ing the only practicable remedy—their triumph will, [ be- 
lieve, be short-lived. 

Gentlemen tauntingly call upon us for our plans—to ex- 
hibit the schemes from which we purpose to make a choice ; 
as if novelty were an indispensable ingredient to any prop- 
osition for relief; and as if a successful experience of forty 
years were an insuperable argument against a recurrence 
to the wisdom of former days. Sir, what my constituents 
ask is, that you will give back to them the state of things 
which existed in 1829. They ask of patriotism to restore 
what party has snatched from them. They ask that this 
Government may not be known and felt only as an en- 
gine of mischief—as a thing to be execrated.’ 

I had occasion, Mr. Chairman, in considering another 
bill of the present series, to review the manner in which 
the first experiment was carried into effect through the 
agency of Mr. Kendall. I will not repeat what was then 
said, but I will advert to another fact, which is now placed 
beyond dispute, and which displays the reckless and un- 
principled spirit of this warfare. I[t is now conceded that 
the employment of State banks was with a full knowledge 
that they would prove incompetent to the purpose, and 
that the attempt would break them down. They were en- 
listed into the service of the United States, to be crushed 
in their bour of exhaustion. The same policy is here 
visible as led to overtures to the western Indians to take 
part in the Florida war. Sir, we are not left, on this 
point, to presumptive evidence, or even to the testimony 
of Judge White. We have a direct revelation. ‘The 
Globe of 31st July last has an elaborate essay, evidently 
drawn up by one who had been admitted behind the 
scenes, if not himself a principal actor. It appears in a 
journal, too, whose editor could not but know whether the 
statement made was true or false. Congress, at its ses- 
sion previous to the removal, had declared the deposites 
safe in the United States Bank. That body would reas- 
semble in a few weeks. It was resolved, therefore, to 
strike an immediate blow, for the reasons thus set forth by 
the correspondent of the official paper, not two months ago. 

‘It was deemed essential to force the bank into the field 
prematurely, and cripple her in anticipation. This could 
be done only by a removal of the deposites early in Gen- 
eral Jackson’s second term. It was believed that, if she 
submitted to the measure in peace, she would be quietly 
stripped of her power; a new system would be in full and 
successful operation before the expiration of her charter, 
and she would glide out of existence almost unobserved. If 
she resisted, it was not doubted that she would be van- 
quished by the ever-victorious chieftain.” 

In reference to a complaint by some, that General Jack- 
son had not disclosed, at the outset, his purpose of putting 
down all banks, but, on the contrary, had insidiously af- 
fected to foster them, and to enlist their co-operation, this 
writer says: 

‘* Let those who now inveigh against the employment 
of State banks at that time, look back, and ask themselves 
whether it was possible for General Jackson to accomplish 
his olject by any other means. If he had proposed a sep- 
aration from all banks, he would have found all the State 
banks and their friends in full and effective alliance with the 
Bank of the United States—a league which it was not desi- 
rable to encounter. Neither the public mind nor the opin- 
ions of members of Congress were then prepared,” &c. 


Vor. XIV.—77 


Mr. Chairman, is not all this most humiliating to our 
national pride? Does it not almost sicken us with the 
forms of popular Government? How often have we lis- 
tened to professions of unbounded faith in the intelligence 
aud virtue of the people? And yet it is undeniable that 
the dear people—the cherished people—the profound and 
infallible people—so far from having had their judgment 
consulted on great public measures, have been auxiously 
kept in profound ignorance of what was meditated. They 
could not be trusted with the secret. They have been 
seated, like children at a circus, gazing with bewilderment 
at adroit equestrians, as they cast off into the ring succes- 
sive trappings of disguise ! 

Yes, sir! It is now avowed that all the movements we 
have witnessed were only preliminary—mere feints—a se- 
ries of masterly stratagems upon the people! We are al- 
most forced to believe that the plan of operations devised 
for the war upon the Seminoles was, in the rapid shiftings 
of the Department, adopted, perhaps by mistake, for the 
war upon the currency. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a paragraph in the President’: 
message, to which I could not listen without pain at the 
light in which it must place the Chief Magistrate of the 
country before all those who have watched the course of 
events. I allude to the passage in which he adverts to @ 
prophecy that, under a State charter, the Pennsylvania 
Bank of the United States would prove strunger than ever. 
Sir, I think that such anticipations were justifiable. It 
might well be supposed that, on escaping from the consti- 
tutional scruples which clogged her former existence, and 
from the party contests which perpetually sought to in- 
volve her in their vortex, there would be no longer a motive 
for persecution. It was, doubtless, believed that many 
even of the politicians who had joined in a cry against the 
bank, in order to keep abreast of a supposed popular cur 
rent, would gladly atone to their own consciences by, at 
least, an amnesty. Was it not rational to presume that 
the States would cordially welcome the advantages to be 
derived from its career of quiet usefulness? And, when 
the State of Pennsylvania had thrown round it her egis, 
was it to be apprehended that those, at*east, who had been 
so long indulging in sentimental regrets over ‘* the lost 
rights of the States,”” would be the first to trample upon 
such as are unquestionable? And yet, sir, how was it! 
You well know the subsequent history. The topic was 
too precious for demagogues to be abandoned. Party fires 
had begun to wane and languish for want of the accustum- 
ed blast an? aliment. ‘The war assumed a character of un- 
precedented fierceness. Before the wax of the charter was 
cold, you saw the great State of Ohio, under the influence 
of party excitement, passing a law to inflict the heaviest 
penalties upon any one of her citizens or corporations who 
should dare to act as the agent of that bank. We of Pitt:- 
burg well] know that the result of this single blow was to 
paralyze, in a great measure, the western business of the 
bank. ‘There was denied even a right of way, and it be 
came almost perilous to open in Ohio a letter connected 
with her affairs. You saw, also, under the same impulses, 
the branch expelled, on a few days’ notice, from Missouri. 
And in other quarters, so far from being permitted to take 
the position of a regulator, she has been compelled to pass 
an obscure and uneasy existence, constantly assailed by 
party clamor, and with the Governmert and its minions 
ready and eager, at any moment, to second a blow at her 
interests. 

And who, sir, took the lead in that crusade’? The 
writer of this very message. You saw him, with aston- 
ishment, arraigning the sovereign State of Pennsylvania 
for a high misdemeanor, before a Cincinnati dinner-table. 
You saw him addressing to that dinner-party an inflamma- 
tory letter, urging them, amidst their orgies, to lift high 
the wine-cup in pledge of eternal hostility to our Pennsy! 
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vania institution. And yet, sir, he who has successfully 
employed the influence of his high station as Vice Presi- 
dent in efforts to cripple that institution—to baffle all her 
exertions to be diffusively useful—now sneers in this high 
state paper at the sanguine hopes with which she entered 
on her new career! 

{t has been a subject of complaint here that, amidst the 
falling to pieces of the system of over-banking, to which 
your policy gave unrestricted scope, the Pennsylvania in- 
stitution did not continue to pay specie. From whom is 
this heard? From those who had destroyed her national 
character, and with it all accountability to the nation ; from 
those who had broken down the only barrier against over- 
issues of paper, which then, ‘‘ like to an entered tide,” 
had rushed by and:flooded the country ; from those who 
had compelled her to wind up and to dispose of her resour- 
ces at a long credit; from those who, in 1833, declared 
that she was ‘‘a reptile beneath the feet of the Secretary 


| this matter ? 


of the Treasury,” and that she had been ‘‘ brought to her | 


knees at the first blow of the State banks!” Surely, it is 
of the essence of modesty and consistency that such com- 
plaints should proceed from such a quarter. But, forsooth, 
she might, as she asserts, have continued specie payments. 
Be itso. The fact cannot well be questioned by those who 
ring in our ears her tremendous power and resources. But 
would such a course, if practicable, have relieved the coun- 
try? Every candid man must admit that exactly the re- 
verse would have been the case. 


must not the country regard with similar feelings the course 
of the dominant party ? 

But, sir, (said Mr. B.,) it is contended that the nation 
will cheerfully sacrifice itself for a metaphor. The word 
divorce is to reconcile us to every evil. This seemed to 
him a singular notion, with regard to a people supposed to 
cherish, in an especial manner, all the endearing ties and 
sympathies of domestic life. ‘The word has been supposed 
to bring up the most melancholy images ; it speaks of vio 
lated faith—of ungovernable passions—of a desolated fire 
side. ‘Ihe most remarkable case on record is that of Henry 
VIIL: on which rests the yet unmitigated execration of 
mankind. There, too, the talk was of State policy ; and 
even religion was pressed into service as the handmaid of 
lust. ‘The purest statesman of the age was led to the block 
for his opinions about the divorce. Sir, what has been the 
past career, and what is the present state, of the party in 
You have long since madly broken away 
from a legal connexion, sanctified by a happy and serene 
cohabitation of forty years. In your downward course from 
respectability, you next took to your pets, to the infinite 


| shame and mortification of all decent persons who looked 


| on. 


If she continued to pay | 


out specie, she must resort to measures to compel a similar | 


course on the part of others. And who does not see the 
wide-spread ruin that must have ensued? Look at the 
bill upon your table for the adjustment of claims upon the 
deposite banks. Before a resort to suit, you provide for 
the offer to receive payment in protracted instalments. 
This is already pronounced, by gentlemen from the quarters 
in which they are located, to be oppressive and ruinous. 
Yet you reproach the Pennsylvania bank for not having 


| sage. 


And now you are wearied of them, and wish to go 
upon the town at large! This craving for novelty—this 
change of doxies—you dignify with the name of a divorce, 
which shall console us in the midst of our calamities. The 
man whom you have deprived of the chance of earning e 
dinner for his wife, isto go home and comfort her with 
talk about the divorce! 

Mr. B. said there was one topic to which, in conclusion, 
he could net forbear to advert, as, in his view, fixing more 
conclusively than any thing else the character of the mes- 
He alluded to the subject of a bankrupt law, to 
which thousands had been looking with intense anxiety. 
In order to render himself intelligible, it would be neces- 


| sary to recur to opinions which the present Executive had 


taken the position which would have compelled a far sharper | 


and more peremptory action on her part. It seems to be 
the misfortune of gentlemen, otherwise amiable and just, 
to catch the spirit which prevails here, and to suppose that 


a capacity for mischief necessarily implies the exercise of | 


it. No, sir! If the whole force of the Government could 
not sustain a league of banks, the Pennsylvania institution 
might well decline to become an instrument for gratifying 
the blind and ungovernable rage with which the Executive 
was disposed to turn upon those who had been so long the 
objects of eulogy and favoritism. She did wisely, I think, 
not to exhaust herself in an effort to destroy them, but to 


them in an effort to relieve the country from the evils into 
which misgovernment had plunged it. 
Sir, after destroying the best currency with which any 


tell us that they have constitutional scruples about meddling 
further with the subject ; it is no concern of theirs; they 
doubt their right to cure the mischief they have inflicted. 
Suppose, sir, one of your naval commanders should insist 
on taking under convoy a fleet of American merchantmen. 


He declares that he has the only accurate charts; that he | 


is familiar with every shoal of the channel, and every in- 
dentation of the coast. But, in the midst of difficulty and 
danger—with breakers around and signals of distress every 
where flying—he is seen refusing the aid of a single boat 
or anchur, and abandoning to their fate the victims of his 
ignorance and presumption. Would it be sufficient for 
such an officer to say, as has been argued here, ‘* mine 
was a national ship intended to meet the public enemy ; 


heretofore expressed. 

The most serious recent struggle for the establishment 
of a bankrupt law was in 1827. On the 23d of January 
of that year, the debate in the Senate was on a motion to 
strike out the 93d section of the bill, which extended its 
provisions, under certain circumstances, to other classes of 
citizens than mere traders. Mr. Van Buren strenuously 
supported the motion to strike out, declaring that no one 
but a trader could, under the constitution, be the object of 
such a law. He reasoned thus : 

‘* When I say I am in favor of a bankrupt system, | 


| mean to be understood as speaking of a bankrupt system 


| in the language of the constitution, and such as was in 
reserve whatever strength she possessed to co-operate with | 


contemplation by the framers of that instrument. He ob- 


| jected to the constitutional power of Congress to pass the 


section referred to. In his judgment, the provision contain- 


| ed in the 93d section was not within the reasons which 
country was ever blest, the friends of the administration | 


induced the framers of the constitution to vest this power 


| of establishing uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies 





had I rendered assistance on that occasion, the next re- | 


quest would be to throw overboard my guns for the more 
convenient transportation of merchandise?’ If such ar- 
guments would be met by universal scorn and execration, 


| tuptcies alone, then, was the power confined. 


in Congress. That it was a power which never ought to 
be, or to have been, vested in Congress.” 

Speaking of the dangers of passing the true line, he re- 
marks, that the power to Congress being exclusive, any 
extension of it would trespass on the rights of the States. 
He adds : 

‘* if it was put to him to decide between being a party in 
such surrender, or the loss of the bankrupt law, he could not, 
as he viewed the subject, without being false to his trust, 
hesitate in preferring the latter.” 

The present Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. Woodbury ) 
took the same ground. He said : 

‘* This grant was not to legislate on the subject of con- 
tracts generally—of descents—of suits at law; but on the 
subject of bankruptcy. ‘To bankruptcies, and to bank- 
And the 
word ‘bankruptcies,’ as used in the constitution, was 


1237 


Oct. 4, 1837.] 


never, in his apprehension, intended to extend beyond em- 
barrassments and failures amongst mercantile men. Grant 
that some persons, not strictly traders, may, at times, have 
been included in the provisions of some laws on the subject 
of bankruptcies; yet this was where the power of legisla- 
tion was unlimited—where all legislation, as to all creditors 
and debtors, was invested in one body. It has but seldom 
occurred anywhere, and existed nowhere at the time of this 
grant of power to Congress.” ‘*He was opposed to this 
feature of the act, because to pass it would be to bring sub- 
jects and citizens within the scope of the General Govern- 
ment, never contemplated by our fathers; would be sweep- 
ing all classes into this Norwegian whirlpool—this vortex 
of disaster and difficulty to State rights and State inde- 
pendence, from which he could see no means of extrica- 
tion.” 

Mr. Woodbury, on a subsequent day, (27th January, 
1827,) said: 

** Under a special grant of power to us, in 1789, to 
pass‘ uniform laws on the subject of bankrupties,’ how 
could we then extend those laws to persons who, at that 
time, were not within the letter or spirit of the bankrupt 
system, any more than we could extend them to distinct 
subjects of land titles, or forms of legal process? It need 
hardly be argued that, if we, as the agents of the several 
States, with explicit powers, undertake to construe the 
language of those powers broader than what we know the 


language was then understood to mean, it is as much a | 


violation of the constitution as it would be to usurp powers 
entirely new.” 

We may now advert tu the application of these princi- 
ples to another clause proposed to be inserted in the bill. 
On the 6th of February, 1827, Mr. Branch, of North 
Carolina, introduced an amendment extending the act to 
banking corporations. He said: 

‘* The country is inundated with paper money ; and if 
the merchants of the country were to be made bankrupt 
when they cease to pay their debts promptly, why should 
not incorporated companies, placed in the same cireum- 
stances, be subjected to the same consequences? The 
banks of the South had given circulation to a paper cur- 
rency which had, in many instances, become depreciated, 
to the great loss of the people; and while the banks are 
unable or unwilling to pay their honest obligations, no 


their effects could be enforced for the benefit of the numer- 
ous creditors. ‘To place some barrier to the operation of 
such a state of things, was his object in proposing this 
amendment. There was no subject, he believed, upon 
which greater unanimity of sentiment existed, than upon 
the evils arising from the present banking system. The evils 
arising out of a paper currency, when not placed under re- 
strictions sufficiently severe to restrain those engaged in 
bank companies from profligate or careless conduct, were 
universally admitted. He, therefore, wished to apply the 
pains and penalties of the bankrupt system to these evils.” 
Let us see what stand the present Executive took on 
this subject. I read from the Congressional Debates : 
**Mr. Van Buren said it could not be denied that the 
clause interfered with the regulation which State Govern- 
ments might have adopted for the Government of their State 
institutions, which was an odious exercise of power not 
granted by the constitution. The amendment has this ex- 
tent; it directs the States as to the manner in which they 
shall exercise their sovereignty in this particular, and 
points out what penalty shall be inflicted, in case the char- 
ters granted by the States are violated. In fact, it points 
out what the privileges granted to the incorporations shall 
be, by dictating the forfeiture and directing what the com- 
panies may, and what they may not do, All this has hith- 
erto been done by the States. They have assumed the 
direction of these matters as a right, which they doubtless 
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have. And in including this subject of corporations in 
the bill now before the Senate, it will be taken entirely 
from the States and subjected to the power of the bank- 
rupt system. This was never done, and never attempted, 
in any country on the face of the globe. In England, 
such a provision was never dreamed of; nor did he believe 
that, when the constitution was framed, such an attribute 
was imagined by those who authorized the establishment of 
a bankrupt system.” ‘*The duties of banking institu- 
tions must necessarily be discharged by agents. ‘Their es- 
sential responsibility is intangible by such a law. If the 
clause were to be inserted, and banks permitted to be made 
bankrupts, upon whom, upon what human being, could 
the penalty of the law be made to rest?) Would you ap- 
ply the rigor of the system to those agents, who are so fai 
from being pritfcipals in the delinquency of the institutions 
to which they are attached, that they are only the hired 
servants of these banks? This conld not be. It would 
be the height of injustice to implicate, in a penal manner, 
these agents, and not for fraud, but merely for the inabili- 
ty of the corporations to pay their debts. The individuals 
employed to carry on these establishments surely should be 
exempt from the penalties of bankruptcy: they are persons 
without whom they cannot be carried on ; they are the agents 
of all those who hold stock in their banks; they act for the 
various classes of individuals whose means are confided to 
banking companies, and among whom are to be found the 
widow and the orphan, who are deeply interested in hav- 
ing capable and honest men to fill these agencies. But 
how could such men be induced to occupy those situations, 
if they were to be made individually responsible, not only 
for their own acts, but for the misfortunes and losses of 
their corporations. On the other hand, would you render 
the stockholders liable for the disasters of the institution ? 
In cases of misconduct by the officers employed by them, 
or a majority of them, would you make them answerable 
for an act of bankruptcy ? Could they, in justice, be liable 
for the malversation of agents employed by them to transact 
a business of which they were, all of them, probably ig- 
norant? He thought that no great expenditure of reason- 
ing need be made to show the true answers to these inquiries ; 
and the very questions, he conceived, illustrated the diffi- 
culties of the case. His idea of a bankrupt system was, 


| that it could not be applied to any but individuals or prin- 
measures were pointed out by which a just disposition of | 


cipals, and that it was not capable of being made to operate 
on associations, or on the subordinate agents, either of in- 
dividuals or corporations. He therefore objected to this 
He did not wish the bill to be defaced by any 
inappropriate provisions.” 

The clause was rejected ; Mr. Van Buren and Mr. Wood- 
bury voting against it. 

Here, then, is the doctrine distinctly, and without qual- 
ification, announced and acted on—that to extend to cor- 
porations, in any way, the provisions of a bankrupt law, 
would violate the constitution ; and that, even if no consti- 
tutional obstacle existed, it would be an outrage upon the 
dignity and sovereignty of the States. 

What then must be thought of the sincerity of the Pres- 
ident, when we find in the message recently addressed to 


| us the following paragraph : 


**In the mean time, it is our duty to provide all the 


| remedies against a depreciated paper currency which the 
| constitution enables us to afford, The Treasury Department, 
| on several former occasions, has suggested the propriety and 
importance of a uniform law concerning bankruptcies of 


corporations and other bankers. ‘Through the instrumental- 
ity of such a law, asalutary check may, doubtless, be imposed 
on the issues of paper money, and an effectual remedy given 
to the citizen in a way at once equal in all parts of the 
Union, and fully authorized by the constitution.” 

Thus, sir, we see that the only measure of relief for the 
people which the President suggests, is one that he and the 
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Secretary have united in denouncing and defeating. Did 
the President suppose it would pass? Was he not aware 
that, if passed, he would be bound to veto it? 

It would be remarked, as a singular feature in the case, 
that in the message there was an implied reproach upon the 
Congress of other days for slighting the suggestions of for- | 
mer Secretaries on this subject, when, in trath, that very | 
result was brought about by his own vehement resistance. 

We have been informed by the Judiciary Committee 
that they do not intend to bring forward, at the special ses- 
sion, any bill on a subject which the President suggests as 
the only remedy that has occurred to him to relieve the 
country from a depreciated currency. 
never hear a word more on the subject. 

Mr. B. said he was not disposed to apply harsh epithets 
to the conduct on which he had thus animadverted. He 
was willing to leave the matter to the people. It would be 
for them to say whether there had been manifested a gen- | 
uine sympathy for their condition, and an anxiety for their 
relief, or whether their sufferings had been mocked and.their 
understandings insulted. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he was opposed to the bill, | 
whether designed to raise revenue or to create a circulating | 
medium. As a revenue measure he believed it unnecessary, | 

| 
| 


Doubtless we shall | 





and, under that impression, he was unwilling, at this time 
of general pressure, to incur a new debt or levy upon the | 
people additional burdens. The Secretary of the Treasury 
anticipates a deficit of five or six millions of dollars only. 
He proposes to withhold the fourth instalment set apart for 
the States, or to resort to some other resource for a sum | 
equal to ten millions of dollars; which he gives us to urder- 
stand will meet all necessary expenses, and leave a surplus 
of one million for the mint, and three or four millions for 
sudden and contingent calls. The same view is presented 
still more distinctly by the President in his message. He 
tells us: 

**The sum necessary for the service of the year, beyond | 
the probable receipts and the amount it was intended should | 
be left in the Treasury at the commencement of the year, 
will be about six millions.” 

He makes this estimate on the supposition that indulgence 
will be extended on the merchants’ bonds. 
the means of supply, he says: 

‘*It is not proposed to procure the amount reguired by | 
loans or increased taxation. There are now in the Treasury | 
$9,367,214, directed by the act of 23d June, 1836, 1o be | 
deposited with the States in October next.” 

He then recommends the use of this sum, as the whole 


or the greater part will be wanted to defray existing appro- 
| 
| 


Adverting to 


priations. Well, sir, we have granted the sum required, 
in the very mode recommended by the Executive, by vio- 
lating our engagement solemnly made with the States; and 
now, before we have determined whether any or what in- 
dulgence shall be extended to the merchants or the banks, 
we are called upon to authorize an issue of ten millions in 
Treasury notes, making (exclusive of the sum withheld 
from the States) about forty-six millions for the current 
year. Itis true the President proposes this issue, not in 
addition to the funds withheld from the States, but tempo- 
rarily, and only until the amount can be collected from the 
banks. But there is no pretence that the banks are insol- 
vent ; nor is there any proof that the whole or some part at 
least of what they owe may not speedily be collected or 
made available. We well know that hitherto drafts upon | 
them, whether paid or not, have served the purposes of the 
Government; indeed, that, even when protested, these | 
drafts have readily sold in the market at a premium of six | 
or seven per cent. If six millions only of the sum wrested 

from the States can be commanded, they will suffice, as the 

President himself informs us, for the service of the present 

year. Yet we are to issue ten millions in Treasury notes, 

redeemable at the expiration of twelve months; six mil- 


| partment. 


| olution of April, 1816, was in full force. 





lions to supply what, there is every reason to believe, we 
may obtain from the banks indebted to us, or make availa- 
ble by drafts upon them; and the residue, avowedly, to 
provide or keep up a surplus for the mint, and for unforeseen 
contingencies. I question much, sir, the propriety of this 
annual appropriation for the mint. There is reason to fear 


| that we are making money there at a heavy expense, and, 
| if so, the sooner we get rid of a losing concern the better. 


As for the surplus for sudden emergencies, the very contin- 
gency has occurred for using whatever portion of it may 
remain ; and J would svoner expend every dollar of it than 


| issue a ‘Treasury note, or impose a burden of any kind upon 


the country. ‘This is not the time to create or retain an 


| idle surplus of three or four millions in the Treasury. 


But funds, itis said, are wanting to carry on what is 
called the Florida war. If that be sc, profoundly ignorant 
as we are still kept of the true cause of that war, discredit- 
able as its conduct has been to the administration, I ain 
ready to vote adequate supplies for the protection and secu- 
rity of our frontier settlements. But bas the Executive 
called for a further appropriation for that object? If there 
be in the message the most distant allusion to'such an ap- 
propriation, it has eseaped my notice. The President 
sums up in a single paragraph the objects to which he in- 
vites our immediate attention : 

**To regulate, by law, the safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public moneys ; to designate the funds 
to be received and paid by the Government; to enable the 
‘Treasury to meet promptly every demand upon it; to pre- 
scribe the terms of indulgence and the mode of settlement 
to be adopted as well in collecting from individuals the rev- 
enue that has accrued, as in withdrawing it from former 
depositories; and to devise and adopt such further meas- 
ures, within the constitutional competency of Congress, as 
will be best calculated to revive the enterprise and to pra- 
mote the prosperity of the country.” 

These are the reasons assigned for the present inconve- 
nient and unseasonable convocation of Congress. Yet my 
colleague [Mr. Wiss] may have been right in suggesting 
that the true motive is to be found in the necessity of pro- 
viding further means to carry on the war in Florida. For, 
of the various objects supposed to require immediate legis- 


| lation, there is not one which the Executive, in the pleni- 


tude of its authority, had not already provided for, or which 
might not have been deferred without much detriment to 
the public interests, till the regular period of our annual 
session, 

Why are we told, sir, of the necessity of regulating the 
safe-keeping and disbursement of the public moneys? The 
deposite act already provided for the case which has occur- 
red; directing that, where the banks shall be discontinued 
us depositories, the public moneys shall be kept by the T'rea- 
surer, subject to be disbursed according to law. But without 
regard to this provision, or waiting for any new legislation, 
the Executive proceeded at once to organize a new system. 
Circulars were addressed, in May last, to the collectors and 
receivers of public money, requiring them to keep it in their 
own hands, subject to the directions of the Treasury De- 

{Mr. R. here read extracts from the circulars 
referred to.] The Executive, as usual, made a law to suit 
its own views of the exigency of the case, and the system 


| then adopted has continued ever since in full operation. 


Again, Mr. Chairman, why speak of designating the 
funds to be received or paid by the Government? The res- 
It is true tre 
famous Treasury circular had been issued in defiance of 
that resolution ; and that when Congress reasserted its au- 
thority, and passed an act virtually repealing it, and doing 
precisely what is now recommended—designating the funds 
to be received in public payments—that act was not regard- 
ed by President Jackson as meriting the honor of his notice. 
But the present incumbent, none can doubt, has at least 
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as good a right to rescind the unlawful edict as his prede- 
cessor had to issue it. The existing regulations prescribe, 
moreover, the very funds, which it is apparent, from the 
whole scope of the message, the President considers alone 
admissible. Why, then, call upon Congress again to des- 
ignate those funds? What assurance have we that, bound 
as he is to follow the footsteps of his predecessor, another 
law upon the subject will not be treated like the first?) Or 
of what avail is it for Congress to enact laws which the 
Executive habitually supersedes at its pleasure ? 

As to making provision to enable the Treasury to meet 
the demands upon it, I have already endeavored to show 
that under the practice prevailing at the Treasury of draw- 
ing upon the deposite banks, and the determination adopt- 
ed by the Executive of withholding the fourth instalment 
due the States, there were abundant means to meet ali ne- 
cessary expenditures during the current year, or at least to 
enable the Treasury to hold out until the first Monday in 
December. 

Nor was there, sir, the least occasion for an extra ses- 
sion to grant indulgence to public debtors, or prescribe 
terms of settlement with them. The same authority which 
the Executive has exercised in relation to those subjects, up 
to the present moment, might just as lawfully have been 
exerted for two months longer. 

There remains, then, but a single ground upon which 
the President has placed the justification of this extra 
session: the propriety of devising and adopting measures, 
within the constitutional competency of Congress, to revive 
the enterprise and promote the prosperity of the country. 
The importance of these objects none will contest. But 
what measures, calculated to effect them, does the Presi- 
dent recommend? Not one. That most generally and 
urgently demanded by the commercial community—the 
establishment of a national bank—he unhesitatingly re- 
jects, as not within our constitutional competency. Be- 
lieving, as I do, such an institution both unconstitutional 
and inexpedient, I am gratified to find that he speaks in 
reference to it in no equivocal language. More, sir, I must 
frankly declare that I concur most fully in the doctrine of 
the message, that it is not the province of this Govern- 
ment to legislate in favor of particular pursuits. The 
public credit, the public treasure collected from all, are the 
common right of ail, and cannot justly be appropriated to 
the exclusive or special use of a favored class. Govern- 
ment owes equal protection to the industry of all: pecu- 
niary assistance to none: to those engaged in commercial 
pursuits not more than to the farmer or mechanic. Its 
revenues and credit cannot be legitimately applied to such 
purposes; and with no greater propriety indirectly, through 
the facilities of a national bank, than by a direct loan or 
grant. 

There is one measure, Mr. Chairman, by which it seems 
to me some relief may be constitutionally extended to the 
country: not by establishing a national bank, nor by issu- 
ing Treasury notes. The measure to which I allude—I 
mention it with great diffidence, for it is not, I am confi- 
dent, generally approved, and is expressly discountenanced 
by the President—is a relaxation of the law requiring pay- 
ment of public dues in specie, or in notes of specie-paying 
banks. Let us temporarily dispense, in part at least, with 
this rigorous exaction. Let us receive a portion of the 
revenue in such notes as the people receive from each 
other : such as the State Governments accept in discharge 
of public dues; provided they be not so far depreciated 
as to justify an apprehension that they will not be ulti- 
mately redeemed. Let us pay all public creditors alike in 
the funds we receive, provided they consent to take them ; 
and, if not, suffer their claims to remain a charge upon the 
Treasury, to be paid in gold and silver, as soon as it can 
be procured to satisfy them. Let us reduce our extrava- 
gant expenditures, and put additional guards upon collect- 
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ing and disbursing officers. Let us place the pubiic money 
in the State banks, on special deposite, and not as a basis 
for loans: thus avoiding the danger of a connexion, either 
in political concerns or pecuniary interests, between the 
Government and the banking institutions of the country. 
By these means, while we provide for the safety of the 
public treasure, we may afford the people that relief which 
the times require : a substantial, constitutional relief. We 
shall not then be charged with permitting unjust discrimi- 
nations among the public creditors: with providing one 
kind of currency for the people, and another for the Gov- 
ernment: with extorting gold and silver at a grievous 
sacrifice from the many, to put in the pockets of the few: 
yes, sir, under the sanction of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, to divide among ourselves. The people have a right 
to complain of these things; and without imputing to the 
Secretary the dishonorable motive, in tendering gold and 
silver to members of Congress, of designing to conciliate 
their favor by a paltry bribe, I cannot but regret that the 
offer was ever made or accepted. It has subjected them to 
humiliating applications from brokers and money changers, 
to sell at a premium what has been wrung at a great loss 
from the people, and prevented them from feeling the in- 
convenience to which their constituents are subjected ; 
of soiling their hands and their pockets with the wretched 
trash currently circulating through the country. If we 
can apply no remedy for the evil, we ought at least to bear 
our share of it. 

But it does not become me, Mr. Chairman, at this time, 
nor perhaps at any time, to press upon thoze who adminis- 
ter the Government measures of the character of those to 
which I have alluded. We are given to understand in the 
message that the receipt into the Treasury of notes not 
redeemed in specie, on demand, ought not to be sanctioned 
So far from relaxing, the President seems inclined to in- 
crease the rigor of the law, by withdrawing the privilege 
of paying in notes of specie-paying banks, and, during the 
present almost unexampled difficulty of procuring them, to 
exact gold and silverexclusively. With these views, why 
should he speak of designating the funds to be received, 
when the law already requires the only funds he approves? 
Why convene Congress to adopt measures for relieving 
the country, when he recommends none, and is opposed 
to all that promise any general or effectual relief? As to 
the particular measure before us, it is not designed to re- 
lieve the people, but to impose a new burden upon them, 
for the relief of the Government, and that in an unusual 
and odious form. I am constrained, sir, upon principle, 
to vote against it; and I would now move to strike out the 
first section of the bill, but that I am unwilling to deprive 
other gentlemen of the opportunity of presenting their 
amendments. ‘There is no amendment, however, which 
can induce me to vote for it, so long as the feature remains 
authorizing the issue of Treasury notes. But if the ad- 
ministration will submit a proposition for. the necessary 
supplies to be raised in the ordinary way, or any gentleman 
will propose plans of general relief, within the pale of the 
constitution, 1 pledge myself to give such measures my 
humble support, regardless of the quarter from whence they 
come. 

Mr. THOMAS said he did not rise to participate in the 
discursive debate which had been invited by the speech of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bipptr.}] His 
attention had been attracted by the closing remarks of that 
gentleman, and he would do now what he had desired to 
do a few days since, and submit to the House and to the 
country a brief explanation, due to the committee of which 
he had the honor to be the chairman. 

When the gentleman from Pennsylvania heretofore call- 
ed on the chairman of the Judiciary Committee to respond 
to certain inquiries, Mr. T. was about to give a full and 
detailed reply, but was warned by the Chair that such a 
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proceeding would not be in order. Subsequently, a reso- 
lution declaring that it is inexpedient to report a bankrupt 
law at this special session of Congress was adopted in the 
committee, and it became his duty to present it to this 
House. After the resolution had been agreed to by the 
committee, he inquired of the members present whether he 
should state to the House the reasons by which they had 
been influenced, and was told that it would be most agree- 
able to all concerned to have the conclusion they had come 
to announced without comment. This was accordingly 
done. 

The manner in which these proceedings have been ad- 
verted to by the gentleman calls for a few words in expla- 
nation, to guard against misapprehension. 

There has been no purpose to disguise the opinions of the 
Judiciary Committee, or of any of its members, on the grave 
subject committed to their consideration. The members 
have been frank with each other in the committee room, 
and have nothing to conceal from this House, or from their 
constituents, It is to be hoped that no man supposes that 
they have sought to avoid a direct decision on any question 
that could be at this time, with propriety, disposed of. At 
their first meeting, no opinion could be formed as to the 
probable duration of the present session of Congress. If 
it was to be extended beyond the first Monday of Decem- 
ber, ample time would be afforded to act upon the business 
to be reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
also to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy. But if 
the session was to be closed before that period, and in time 
for members to go home and return again, all foresaw that 
the whole time of the House would be engrossed by the 
measures expected from the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Under these impressions, the committee determi- 
ned not to act upon the matter referred to them, until they 
could be satisfied that the House would take that subject 
into serious consideration at the present session. After it 
had been ascertained that the present session would not be 
blended with the regular session of Congress, the commit- 
tee again assembled, all the members being present hut one, 
[Mr. Horrman.} A motion was made that the committee 
be discharged from the consideration of the policy of estab- 
lishing a uniform system of bankruptcy. The proposition 
was rejected—for it two, against it six votes. The resulu- 
tion declaring it to be inexpedient to report a bankrupt bill 
at the present session was then adopted without opposition. 

These particulars are given that the public may see that 
a decided majority of the committee are disposed to exam- 
ine further at the next session, if that duty should be im- 
posed upon them, into the propriety of exercising the pow- 
ers conferred on Congress respecting bankruptcies. 

The establishment of a uniform system on that subject 
is now a work of great difficulty and delicacy. The peo- 
ple of the several States have been long accustomed to in- 
solvent systems differing essentially from each other. If 
an. attempt is to be made to supersede them by a general 
law of the United States, it is certainly desirable that am- 
ple opportunity should be first afforded for a full develop- 
ment of public opinion on the subject. Since the mes- 
sage of the President and the report of the Secretary were 
referred, a very short time has elapsed. Notwithstanding 
this, if the committee had supposed that there existed any 

necessity whatever for speedy action, they would doubtless 
have proceeded with the lights already before them. But 
this is manifestly not the case. We have been invited by 
the President and the Secretary of the Treasury to explore 
the power granted to this Government concerning bank- 
Tuptcies, to see whether we cannot, in a manner authorized 
by the constitution, impose some salutary check upon the 
issue of paper money, and guard against a recurrence of 
that great catastrophe which has inundated the whole 
country with a depreciated currency. The evi] to be rem- 
edied grows out of the mismanagement of the banking cor- 
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the operations of a bankrupt system are to be extended to 
banks already in existence, or only to such as may be 
hereafter created, there can be no necessity for hasty ac- 
tion. It is not probable that any State will, under exist- 
ing circumstances, create any more institutions similar to 
those whose dark bodies now cloud the landscape of the 
whole Union, and whose misconduct and misfortunes have 
prompted a thorough examination into all the powers of 
this Government, to discover, if possible, some means to 
make them respect our fixed policy, and act in strict sub- 
ordination hereafter to the laws of the land. Neither is it 
probable that Congress would be inclined to subject exisi- 
ing banks, without delay, to the operations of a bankrupt 
law. Time ought to be given to these institutions, on 
account of their numerous stockholders and debtors, to re- 
cover from the dilemma into which they had fallen. Be- 
fore we undertake to enforce a new rule of morals, altering 
essentially the past policy of the country, all parties to be 
affected should have time to prepare for the change. In 
no event, then, can there be a necessity for acting on the 
recommendation of the President concerning banks at the 
present session. At the regular session it can be deliber- 
ately disposed of without injustice to any interest involved. 
Moreover, it will be perceived that neither the message oi 
the President, nor the report of the Secretary, referred to 
the committee, contains any proposition to devise a general 
system of bankruptcy applicable to merchants and others ; 
and the committee believed that they would not have met 
the expectations and requirements of the country, if they 
had reported a bill applicable to banking corporations alone 
Between the close of this and the commencement of the 
next session, the public mind may be turned to this very 
important subject, and Congress will reassemble in De- 
cember, with the advantage of much additional information. 
How far these considerations, or any of them, have 
operated on other members of the Judiciary Committee, 
Mr. T. was not prepared to say. Suggestions similar to 
these were made when the resolution was assented to 
which has been handed to the House. But he was not 
authorized to say whether any one or all of the majority 
of the committee are ready to adopt or repudiate the mea 
sure recommended by the President. On that point he 
could speak for himself only. He had bestowed upon that 
measure a good deal of reflection, and had examined and 
listened to many of the arguments urged against it, and 
yet had not heard nor found any thing to bring to his mind 
the unwelcome conviction that there is no power in any of 
our Governments, State or federal, to check and control 
effectually the corporations ef the country. He was re 
luctant to believe that a State can, by a grant of a charter, 
secure to a portion of its citizens an exemption from the 
obligations intended to be imposed on all the people of the 
United States by one of the most important articles in the 
federal constitution. ‘That instrument denies to the States 
the power to impair the obligations of a contract. There 
is no distinction to be found there between the contracts of 
corporations and those of individual citizens. The obliga- 
tions of all are to be held sacred and untouched by State 
legislation. Nearly all, if not all, the corporations that 
have secured banking privileges from the States, are re- 
quired to pay specie on demand for their notes and other 
liabilities. In fact, nothing but specie can be made a legal! 
tender by a State in payment of any contract into which 
they may enter. The notes containing such a promise are 
received by the community, and without that promise they 
would not he accepted. And he was unwilling to believe 
that Congress cannot interpose when these contracts ase 
violated, and deny to any State the right to impair their 
obligations by attempting to legalize a suspension of specie 
payments. The position of the banking institutions of the 
country at this moment cannot but induce a strict search 
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"into all the powers of the General Government for a reme- 


dy co-extensive with the evil now afflicting the country. 
For inviting attention to this subject, the President is 
entitled to the thanks of every patriot and philanthropist. 
‘The banks of the States ought to be indulged in the free 
exercise of all powers lawfully granted. But they must 


} 


not be permitted to inundate the whole country with their | 
promises to pay, and then, with impunity, depreciate the | 


currency thus put afloat, and subject the people at large to 
the evil consequences of this mismanagement, while their 
stockholders are not only exempt from the losses incurred, 
but have an opportunity, in common with the whole com- 


munity, to speculate in, and profit by, the fluctuating | 


value of their own contracts. 
stitutions may be all honest and honorable men, but, as- 


The directors of these in- | 


suredly, they often set on foot a system of shaving—he | 


had almost said of plunder and robbery—by which the 
speculator snatches from the hand of industry half the 
bread it has earned. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania has read to the 
House a portion of a speech made by Mr. Van Buren in 


the Senate, in 1827, to show that the sentiments then en- | 
tertained by that distinguished man differ widely from those 


contained in his late message to Congress. Supposing that 
he had established this inconsistency, the gentleman tells 
us that he will not indulge in harsh epithets. Be it so, 
sir. If, however, the gentleman should think proper to 
characterize harshly what he considers an inconsistency, 


Whatever might be, therefore, thought of the wisdom of 
his opinions, surely no one ought to impute to him selfish 


| or unmanly inducements, if, in fact, he had in the mes- 
| sage contradicted the doctrines of the speech. 


But is this 
true? To test the correctness of the charge, it will be ne- 
cessary to examine what would have been the effect, and 
look to the object of the motion which Mr. Van Buren re- 
sisted. 

The bill before the Senate in 1827 was founded on the 
assumption that all who were to be subjected to its provi- 
sions were natural persons. For the enforcement of its 
requirements heavy personal penalties, including imprison- 
ment, were to be resorted to. Mr. Branch proposed to 
amend this bill, by inserting in the first section the words 
** or other banking corporations.” ‘This amendment was 
opposed by Mr. Van Buren, in the speech from which ex- 
tracts have been read to the House. If the motion had 
been assented to without other material alterations in the 
bill, it would have been an anomaly in legislation. 

Banking corporations are intangible, ideal beings, and 
could, of course, do nothing which, accerding to the bill, 
would have amounted to an act of bankruptcy. Seeing 
this, Mr. Van Buren supposed, if the amendment prevail- 
ed, that it would become necessary to new model the 
whole bill. He therefore proceeded to inquire, if the 


| clause were to be inserted, upon whom the pains and pen- 


Mr. T. presumed that, if the Chief Magistrate did not | 
think proper to defend himself, some one of his friends | 
could, without difficulty, satisfy the country that he had 


been unjustly assailed ; but he flattered himself that this 
would not become necessary. When the gentleman has 
deliberately reviewed the speech and the message, and has 
taken into calm consideration the circumstances under 
which they have been sevevaily uttered, he thought the 
genileman would find that denunciations of their author 
would be misplaced. 

The President, in his message, suggests ‘‘ that it is our 
duty to provide all the remedies against a depreciated cur- 
rency which the constitution enables us to afford. 
Treasury Department, on several former occasions, has 
suggested the propriety and importance of a uniform law 
concerning bankruptcies of corporations, and other bank- 
ers. Through the instrumentality of such a law, a salu- 
tary check may, doubtless, be interposed on the issues of 
paper money, and an effectual remedy be given to the citi- 
zen, in a way at once equal in all parts of the Union, and 
fully authorized by the constitution.” 


alties of the law could with propriety be made to rest. 
He insisted that the officers of the banks ought not to suf- 
fer in their persons or private property on account of the 
failures of the banks. They are but the employed agents 
of the stockholders, and must act in obedience to the direc- 
tors of the institution; and it would be the grossest injus- 
tice to make them individually responsible, not only for 
their own acts, but for the misfortunes and losses of cor- 
porations which they had no power to control. He main- 
tained, also, that the private property of stockholders in 


| banks then existing ought not to be subject to seizure by 


| commissioners of bankruptcy, to satisfy the debts of the 
| corporation. 


The | 


This language the gentleman from Pennsylvania sup- 


poses conflicts with the declarations made by Mr. Van 
Buren, in a speech delivered in the Senate, in 1827, 
against an amendment offered by Mr. Branch to the gener- 
al bankrupt bil] then and there under consideration. If 
this supposition was well-founded, there would be no just 
cause to apply ‘* harsh language” to the President. He 
could have avoided, without. censure, making the sugges- 
lions in the message which have exposed him to the charge 
of inconsistency. This will not be denieda If, then, he 
was not compelled to speak; if Mr. Van Buren could with 
propriety have been silent, let us inquire with what pro- 


one will maintain, Mr. T. imagined, that the Chief 
Magistrate has not a large share of sagacity and foresight. 
His enemies impute to him powers of mind almost magical. 
He must have known, then, that he has, by suggesting a 
bankrupt law as a remedy against depreciated eurrency, 
put in peril his popularity at home, where he must be most 
anxious to stand firm in the affections of the people. He 
has, too, by the same step, risked an addition to the num- 
ber of the enemies of his administration throughout the 
country. 


By the charters of these institutions, the stockholders 
were expressly exempted from all liability for the disasters 
of the corporation; and Mr. Van Buren contended that 
Congress could not by an ex post facto law inflict upon 
individuals serious vali! penalties, and seize their pri- 
vate property, to efiforce contracts entered into by their 
agents under an authority which exempted them from all 
liability whatever. 

These opinions are not antagonistical to the suggestions 
contained in the Pre-ident’s message. 

The constitution of the United States, without attempt 
ing to define the provisions or objects of a bankrupt law, 
clothes Congress with power to establish a uniform system 
of bankruptcy. The President has not pointed out any 
specific mode in which this power shall be exerciscd ; bnt 
says that, through the instrumentality of that power, such 
regulations may be established as will impose a salutary 
check on the issues of paper money, and give to the citizen 


| an effectual remedy, equal in all parts of the Union, against 


some of the evils of a depreciated currency. If this cannot 
be done without controlling the laws of the States, as pro- 


| posed in 1837, then the suggestions of the message are in- 
priety any unworthy motive could be imputed to him? No | 


consistent with the views of Mr. Van Buren, as expressed 
in the debate in the Senate, but not otherwise. 

This is not a proper occasion to inquire whether it is 
competent for Congress to bring the general authority con- 
ferred upon it by the constitution over the indebtedness of 
bankers, whether individual or corporate, in aid of the 
State laws. But it will not be difficult when that effurt 
shall be made, to show that it can be done conveniently 
and in strict accordance with the constitutional ductrines 
contended ior im the speech of Mr. Van Buren. 

If the bankrupt question should come, while he was a 
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member, fairly up for discussion in Congress, Mr. T. would 
undertake to examine how far the several States can limit 
and restrain the Governinent, in the exercise of an undoubt- 
ed power, expressed clearly in the constitution, by grants 
of privileges and immunities to their citizens, incompatible 
with that which may be made the supreme law of the land. 
But, at present, it was not necessary to enter upon what is 
well known to be debatable ground. The suggestions of 
the message can be readily carried out without trenching 
upon the privileges secured to incorporated bankers by the 
laws of the several States. The condition of the country, 


at this noment, furnishes an opportunity for an apt illus- | 


tration of this opinion. The charters of nearly all the 
banks of the country have been forfeited, by a suspension 
of specie payments. Until this occurred, the evils of our 
banking system, although known to be great, were not 
generally esteemed to be intolerable. Since that event, 


speculators and shavers are out like hawks upon the wing, | 


preying without restraint upon the community, by buying 
and selling a depreciated and fluctuating paper currency. 
In many cases, those who are interested in fallen banks 
may, and probably will, amass fortunes, at the expense of 
the producing classes, by purchasing at a discount the lia- 
bilities of. the institutions with which they are identified. 
It will be confessed that this state of things aggravates es- 
sentially the calamities incident to a suspension of specie 
payments. If the States do not, could not Congress effec- 
tually interpose to correct this revolting spectacle? Could 
not Congress, after a specified delay in the payment of 
their notes and other liabilities, which they are required by 
their charters to redeem in specie, provide, by a general 
law, that the creditors of such banks may apply to the 
courts of the United States for adequate process! It would 


not be requisite to inflict upon the contractors, or their | 


agents, personal! penalties; but commissioners might be ap- 
pointed to take into custody their effects for the benefit of 


their creditors. Such a proceeding towards an insolvent | 


corporation would produce measurable relief against some 


of the mischiefs ofteu complained of. The acts and doings | 
of such a commissioner would be public. All parties in- | 


terested would have access to his papers, and thereby be 
able to estimate correctly the value of the liabilities of the 
corporation. At preseut, under the existing systems of 
many of the States, the managers of banks that have failed 
continue to direct secretly their operations. ‘They, and 
they alone, know minutely their condition, and can ascer- 
tain clearly the value of their engagements. ‘The direct- 


ors may, too, give improper preferences to creditors, or | 


transfer the whole funds of the banks to trustees, instead of 
making a fair and speedy distribution of them for the bene- 
fit of all concerned. 

W ould not all these mischiefs be prevented by a transfer 
of the papers and effects of a baukrupt corporation to a pub- 
lic officer, to whose proceedings all parties interested could 


have unrestrained access? And would not a measure of | 


this character operate to restrain the issues and business of 
banks within reasonable bounds! If the stockholders were 
appiized that, on the happening of a certain event, the as- 


sets of the bank were to be disposed of for the benelit of all | 


concerned, it is not unreasonable to believe that they would 
take care to guard against the occurence of such a contin- 


gency, by precautions better than those which have been | 
generally used. This being true, bere is a simple mode in | 


which the suggestions of the message can be responded to, 
not inconsistent with the constitution of the United States, 


which does not in the slightest degree encroach upon the | 


authority of the States to grant bank charters, or interfere 
with the personal immunities intended to be secured by 
such grants ; and it has none of the attributes of the meas- 
ure proposed by Mr. Branch, and opposed by Mr. Van 
Buren, in 1827. 

There are other modes in which the great object of the 
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message—a remedy against depreciated currency—could 
be furthered through the instrumentality of a bankrupt 
law, not inconsistent with the doctrines contended for in 
1827. But it is unnecessary to dwell longer on the sub- 
ject. Enough has been said to show that the President 
has not exposed himself to just censure or denunciation, 

and that the Committee on the Judiciary has discharge: 
faithfully the duty imposed on it by the House. 

Mr. T. had arisen to establish those two positions, and 
not to enter into the debate at large; and having said all 
| that he thought needful for that purpose, he concluded. 

{The hour of half past two having arrived, the House 
took its usual recess till four o’clock. } 





Evenine Session. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
The House met after the recess. 
The bill authorizing an issue of Treasury notes being 
under consideration in Committee of the Whole, 
| Mr. DUNN, of Indiana, moved to amend the bill by 
| adding a clause declaring, in substance, that the banks or 
merchants indebted to the Government might settle their 
| respective balances in Treasury notes before they fell due. 

But it was ruled not to be in order at this time. 

The question was then put on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Ruert, of South Carolina, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said he observed 
that, by the bill as it stood, the Secretary of the Treasury 
was vested with an unlimited power of employing as many 
| clerks as he pleased, and at whatever ealary he chose to 
| fix; and he inguired of Mr. Campnetenc how many 
| clerks were contemplated as necessary, and what was to 
| be their compensation ? 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed great surprise that 
j 


such a question should have been put by the father of the 
House, who had been in Congress all through the last 
| war, and had voted for just such a bill to issue Treasury 
notes, with a similar discretion as to clerks. 

Mr. WILLIAMS denied that he had voted for the bill 
| alluded to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he was sorry to hear it 
He then referred to a bill passed two years ago, respecting 
Virginia land warrants, where many clerks were necessary, 
and in which a similar discretion was entrusted with the 
Department. He thought the inquiry the most absurd 
that could be imagined. 

Mr. WILLIAMS replied with some warmth to this re- 
mark, and a long conversation ensued, in which reference 
| was had to the days of Mr. Crawford, the history of the 
Bank of the United States, Mr. Witurams’s votes for 
President, and the general politics of the country, in the 
| course of which there was some sharp retort. Mr. Cam- 
| BRELENG declining to answer Mr. Wittiams’s query, he 
moved that the committee rise; but withdrew the motion 
at the request of 

Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia, who offered an amend- 
ment, restricting the number’ of clerks to four, and the 
amount of the salary of each at the rate of $1,200 per an 
num. 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG expressed his assent to this 
amendment; and after some remarks from Mr. Harnes, not 
heard by our reporter, the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES, of Virginia, proposed to strike out the 2 
section of the ainendment moved by Mr. Campre.ene, 
the effect of which would be to provide for the issuing ot 
Treasury notes without interest. 

Mr. R. supported his amendment by a speech, in which 
he insisted that notes of the description he desired, while 
they met and relieved the wants of the Government, would 
equally meet the great want of the peuple, by giving them 
a uniform circulating nedium. He contended that no ob- 
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jection could be urged to this measure, save by the advo- 
cates of the Bank of the United States, or by persons de- 
sirous of speculating on the necessities of the community ; 
these notes would at once reduce the balance of exchange 
with England ; and this would operate to prevent their de- 
preciation. Treasury notes would circulate better without 
bearing an interest than with a low rate of interest; and 
were the amount $40,000,000 instead of $10,000,000, it 
would be ,a safe and salutary measure, and the very best 
thing Congress could do. 

Mr. HAYNES suggested that it was of little conse- 
quence whether these notes should circulate, or should be 
hoarded ; for, if they were hoarded, the effect would be to 
force out an equal amount into active circulation. 

Mr. SNYDER said be would vote for the amendment 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, if 
we were under the necessity of issuing ten millions of pa- 
per money ; for one, he thought it important that the pa- 
per should be of equal value with specie ; unless it is, the 
consequences will be that the issue of this paper will add 
to, in place of diminishing, the evil which at present ex- 
ists; for, disguise this as you may, it is a debt which we 
are invelving the nation in to the amount of ten millions 
of dollars. I have been in the habit of always legislating 
in a manner that my constituents could understand my 
acts ; hence [ would much prefer a loan of ten millions to 
the present proposed mode of issuing warrants to that 


amount, redeemable in one year; for, depend upon it, if | 


we keep our faith with the States, we have ten millions to 
pay them in 1839, There is now a deficit in the Treasu- 
ry of two millions and upwards; this, together with the 
ordinary expenditure of the Government, will consume all 
the contemplated revenue of the next year; and, at the 
end of that time, the money must be raised to redeem the 
warrants, and rest assured that the people will understand 
it when they are called upon to pay it. It is objected, too, 
that if these warrants bear interest, they will be anxiously 
sought for, and, being more valuable than specie, they will 
be locked up, and withheld from circulation. Admit this, 
it will take ten millions of specie or its equivalent to with- 
draw from circulation the warrants, thus adding to the 
means of the banks to resume specie payment. Not only 


the wants of the people, but the character of our Govern- | 


ment, imperiously demands that we should issue none 
other than a circulating medium which would relieve the 
deranged state of the currency, and have ap equal value 
with specie. I repeat, sir, 1 would prefer a loan to the 
odium of issuing a paper currency, not based on a specie 
capital, and which the taxes of our constituents must in 
the end pay. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thought it desirable to get this 
bill into the House without delay; gentlemen need not 


dread the previous question, because, as the body of the | 


bill was in the form of an amendment to the bill originally 
reported, the previous question could not be taken before 
the amendment was voted on. He explained the reason 


why, though at first in favor of Treasury notes without | 
When he | 


interest, he had since changed his opinion. 
proposed notes without interest, a large amount was ex- 
pected to flow into the Treasury ; this was now to be de- 
ferred ; and it was safest to add an interest to guard against 
depreciation. Gentlemen ought to remember that one 
million of these notes bought up and sent abroad was equal, 
in its beneficial effects upon the state of the currency, to 
ten millions circulating at home. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, moved that the com- 
mittee rise ; but the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. BELL suggested it would be best to pass at once 
upon the amendments that should be offered, thén lay this 
bill aside, and take up the others, and go through with 
them in committee, and report the whole to the House 
without delay. He considered this as the most important 
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bill for the administration of all that had been reported. 
This was the money bill: pass this, and these ten millions 
could be converted by the Government into specie, and it 
had already thirteen or fourteen millions in the deposite 
banks which this bill would render permanently unavaila- 
| ble; so that they would be enabled to do all they desired, 
| with or without the sub-Treasury bill. The Treasury 
| could securely hoard up the avails of these notes, and then 
| circulate its own drafts. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had an amendment which 
; he was desirous to offer as a substitute for the present bill ; 
the substance of which he stated to be, that the Secretary 
| of the Treasury authorize the sale of the bonds due from 
the Bank of the United States, (other than those for the 
first instalment, ) provided they should not sell below par, 
which would amount to about six millions and a half; and 
if that should be impracticable, then that he borrow, on 
those bonds, six and_a half millions, at an interest not ex- 
ceeding six per cent., payable at any time after two years. 
He made a few remarks to show the probability that these 
bonds could be sold at par. As to the question of the con- 
stitutionality of Treasury notes, he held that it depended 
on the fact whether any fund was provided in hand on 
which to found their payment; without this, he contended 
they were but mere paper money, and, as such, unconsti- 
tutional. 

Mr. RIVES now modified his amendment, so as to insert 
the words ‘* not bearing interest.” 

Mr. HOLSEY, of Georgia, opposed the amendment, 
and argued the danger, or at least the possibility, of such 
notes going below par, and dwelt on the mischievous con- 
sequences to the country and to the Government. 

Mr. McKIM said he was in favor of Treasury notes 
bearing interest, though he considered the security of the 
United States better than any other in the world. He 
had seen them, at one period of the late war, at a discount 
of 11 per cent. ; but he did not believe that such would be 
the case now. He preferred notes to a loan, as it would 
be but for a year, and nobody would want to invest their 
money in stock which had so short a time to run. He 
thought it not right to offer to pay the public creditors in 
paper not bearing interest, nor did he desire the Govern- 
ment to encounter the odium of issuing paper money. 

Mr. PHILLIPS reminded the committee that they were 
to look at all these several bills as but different parts of one 
connected system, and that the entire system was, in like 


| manner, connected with and involved in each bill. 


The question was not put on Mr. Rives’s amendment, 


to add the words ‘‘ net bearing interest,” and negatived : 


Ayes 56, noes 91. 

The question was then taken on the- amendment of 
Mr. Unverwoopn, which he now offered in the following 
words : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to sell 
and transfer to the purchaser or purchasers the bonds or 
evidences of debt executed by the president, directors, and 
company of the Bank of the United States of Pennsylva- 
nia, for and in consideration of the stock held by the Uni- 
ted States in the late Bank of the United States, and to 
apply the money arising from such sale and transfer, in 
payment of any demands upon the Treasury: Provided, 
however, That no sale and transfer of said bonds or evi- 
dences of debt shall be made for a less sum than the nom- 
inal amount of said bonds ur evidences of debt, exclusive 
of interest. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if it be im- 
practicable to sell said bonds, or evidences of debt, in the 
manner provided in the first section of this act, it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, and he is here- 
by authorized, to borrow six million five hundred thousand 
dollars, on the credit of the United States, at an interest 
not exceeding the rate of six per cent. per annum, and to 
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apply the money so borrowed in payment of any demands 
upon the Treasury; and all money borrowed under the 
provisions of this section shall and may be repaid at the 
pleasure of the Government of the United States at any 
time after the lapse of two years from the time it shall have 
been borrowed. 

When it was negatived: Ayes 80, noes 91. 

Mr. DUNN, of Indiana, offered now the amendment he | 
had before proposed, as follows: 

‘«Including all balances owing by the late deposite banks, 
and all sums owing on duty bonds, whether such balances | 
on bonds or Treasury notes shall, at the time of any such 
offer to pay, be due or not.’ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed this amendment. The 
Government might as well allow’a merchant now to antici- 
pate his bonds, by buying up depreciated paper and taking | 
them up before they fell due. Let the notes be received | 
when the debt fell due, and not before. The other arrange- 
ment might embarrass the Treasury. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, of Virginia, suggested that if this | 
amendment should be adopted, the United States Bank of | 
Pennsylvania might pay the whole amount of their bunds 
to Government in that way. 





that it was the right of the creditor to set off Treasury 


notes, if he could get them, against his debt to the Govern- | 


ment. This would hold out a strong inducement to all 
creditors of Government to take these notes, and they 
would thus be sooner brought into circulation. 

Mr. DUNN insisted that the terms of his amendment 
excluded the United States Bank from availing itself of it, 
as suggested by Mr. Rosertson. The eflect of his 


amendment would be to prevent the depreciation of these 


notes. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said the merchants would be left 


just as they were now; they could buy these notes and | 


hold them till the time their debts to Government fell due. 
It would leave both the banks and the merchants precisely 
where they were now. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, of Kentucky, went into a speech 
of some length, in which he animadverted, with severi- 


ty, on the financial measures proposed by the adminis- | 


tration, and insisted that it was very manifest that the ob- 
ject was to place the banks at the mercy of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and eventually to crush them. 
not wish the bill to leave the hands of the committee till 
some security was provided against such a result. 


for the present, and take up the bill to provide for the final 
settlement of accounts with the late deposite banks. 

A question of order was raised by Mr. Camprerene, 
but the motion, after some discussion, was decided to be 
in order. 

The motion, however, was negatived: Ayes 78, noes 96. 

The question was then put on Mr. Dunxn’s amendment, | 
and decided in the negative without a count. 

The question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
CamMBRELENG, (in fact upon the whole bill, ) 

Mr. WISE said he wished to take a ‘“woodpecker's | 
tap” on this ‘‘hollow beech tree ;” he accordingly moved 
the f :llowing amendments to the bill : 

That the President of the United States is hereby autho- 
rized to cause Treasury notes for such sum or sums as [he 
may think expedient] the exigencies of the Government 
may require, but not exceeding, in the whole amount of 
notes issued, the sum of ten millions of dollars, and of de- 
nominations not less than one hundred dollars for any one 
note, to be prepared, signed, and issued, in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That the said Trea- 
sury notes, authorized to be issued by the first section 
of this act, shall be reimbursed and redeemed by the 








He did | 


: __ | par,] on the face. 
He therefore moved to fay this bill and amendment aside | 


| 
ury notes shall be transferable, by delivery and assignmen! 





United States, at the Treasury thereof, after the expira- 
tion of one year from the dates of the said notes respec- 
tively ; [from which said dates, for the term of one year, 
and no longer, they shall bear such interest as shall be ex- 
pressed upon the face of the said notes; which rate of in- 
terest, upon each several issue of the said notes, shall 
be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury, by and with the 
advice and approbation of the President; but shall in no 


| case exceed the rate of interest of six per centum per an- 


num.] The reimbursement herein provided for shall be 
made at the Treasury of the United States to the holders 
of the said notes respectively, upon presentment, [and 
shall include the principal of each note, and the interest 
which may be due thereon at the time of payment.] For 
this reimbursement, at the time and times herein spec 
cified, the faith of the United States is hereby solemn|y 
pledged. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said Trea- 
sury notes shall be prepared under the direction of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and shall be signed on behali 
of the United States by the Treasurer thereof, and coun- 
tersigned by the Register of the Treasury ; and that those 


| officers respectively shall, as checks upon each other, and 
Mr. FILLMORE supported the amendment, contending | 


to secure the public safety, keep separate, full, and accu 
rate accounts of the number, date, denomination, and 
amount of all the notes signed and countersigned by them 
respectively ; which said accounts shall be carefully pre 
served and placed on file in the Treasury Department ; and, 
also, similar accounts, kept and preserved in the same man 
ner, of all the said notes redeemed, as the same shall bx 


| returned and cancelled; and the Treasurer shall furthe: 


account quarterly for all such notes delivered to him for 
signature or issue by the Register. ‘The Treasurer and 
Register of the Treasury are hereby authorized, by and 
with the consent and approbation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to employ such additional temporary clerks as 


| the duties enjoined upon them by this section may render 


necessary: the compensation of each clerk so employed to 


| be fixed by the Secretary. 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, to cause to be issued 
such portion of the said Treasury notes as the President 
may think expedient, in payment of debts due by the Uni 
ted States, to such public creditors or other persons as ma‘ 
choose to receive such notes in payment, as aforesaid, | 
{And the Secretary of the Treasury is 
further authorized, with the approbation of the President of 
the United States, to borrow, from time to time, not under 


| par, such sums as the President may think expedient, on 


the credit of such notes.) Provided, That it shall not 

lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any dis bur 

ing officer of the Government, to pay out or circulate any 
note or notes, so lone as there remains in t/ 


Treasu 
hands d meth disbursing officer, or the Treasurer of 1! 


And 
| provided further, That the whole amount, ur so much « 
the five millions of dollars as by law is to remain in the 
Treasury for contingencies, shall be kept on hand i: 
Treasury notes, until the exigencies of the Governme 
shall render their use or circulation necessary. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said Trea 


United States, any specie or other available funds : 


endorsed thereon, by the person to whom the same shall, 
on the face thereof, have been made payable. 

Sec. 6 And be it further enacted, That the said Trea: 
ury notes shall be received in payment of all duties and 
taxes laid by the authority of the United States ; of all th: 
public lands sold by the said authority, and of all debts due 
to the United States, of any character whatsoever. And 
on every such payment credit shall be given for the amount 
{of the principal and interest, which, on the day of such 
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payment, may be} due on the note or notes thus given in 
payment. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 
rected to cause to be reimbursed and paid [the principal and 
interest of] the Treasury notes which may be issued by 
virtue of this act, at the several time and times when the 
same, according to the'provisions of this act, should be thus 
reimbursed and paid. [And the said Secretary is further 
authorized to make purchases of the said notes at par, for 
the amount of the principal and interest due at the time of 
purchase on such notes. And so much of any unappropri- 
ated moneys in the ‘I'reasury as may be necessary for that 
purpose, is hereby appropriated for paying the principal and 
interest of said notes. | 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That a sum not ex- 
ceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any 
unappropriated money in the Treasury, be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated, for defraying the expense of pre- 
paring, printing, engraving, signing, and otherwise inci- 
dent to the issuing of the Treasury notes authorized by this 
act. 

Mr. WISE remarked with severity upon the bill, as be- 
ing but the commencement of the system of a Treasury 
bank. The system was to be presented not at once, but 
piecemeal. The first, and the largest stride was to familiar- 
ize the minds of the people with Treasury issues. The 
plea urged for this was the necessities of the Government; 
but an honorable gentleman from South Carolina had come 
out boldly the other day, and avowed his opinion that the 
Government ought to have a permanent paper circulation. 
Mr. W. entered his protest against a new public debt, and 
a Treasury bank. He compared the conduct of the ad- 
ministration to that of the famous Fanny Wright, who, 
after denouncing matrimony in the most untneasured terms, 
was next heard of as Mad. Darusmont. So this Govern- 
ment was for a divorce from all banks; but the next thing 
heard of would be its marriage to the worst bank on the 
face of God’s earth—a Treasury bank. 

Mr. W. concluded a short, but animated speech, by 
moving that the committee rise. 

The motion was negatived: Ayes 82, noes 89. 

The question was then put on his amendment, and it 
was rejected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, with a view to prevent the Bank 
of the United States from availing itself of Treasury notes 
to purchase its bonds to the United States, (which it would, 
if possible, certainly do,as it would be a profitable operation, ) 
modified his amendment by adding, after the word banks 
‘*due when said Treasury notes shall be offered in pay- 
ment.” 

Mr. DUNN moved as an additional section to the bill, a 
provision that the power of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to issue Treasury notes do cease on the Ist Monday of May, 
1838 ; but it was rejected without a count. 

Mr. FILLMORE wished to amend the bill by striking 
out the clause which provides a penalty for having in a 
man’s possession paper similar to that used for the Treas- 
ury notes, with intent to counterfeit; but his motion was 
negatived after a short discussion. 

Mr. DUNN offered to amend the bill by adding the fol- 
lowing proviso : 

Provided, however, ‘Vhat the late deposite banks, and 
persons indebted for duties on extended bonds, may pay 
the same at any time in Treasury notes, whether said debts, 
or such Treasury notes, are due or not at the time of such 
offer to pay. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved to insert a provision 
that the power to issue Treasury notes cease on the second 
Monday of June, 1839, and seconded the motion by a 
short speech urging the importance of testing the question 
whether the measure proposed in this bill was temporary 
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and remedial only, or was to be a fixed and permanent 
system. 

Mr. DUNCAN complained of the many occasions on 
which the friends of the administration were compelled to 
sit and listen to the taunts of the opposition, who were 
continually charging them with being under Executive in- 
fluence, and so forth. He would admit that they acted to- 
gether, and what of that?’ The friends of the Government 
had come here for the very purpose of acting together, to 
relieve the country from its present distress. But the op- 
positiog were continually raising the panic note, and yet 
did nothing towards relief. They not only refuse to act 
themselves, but they endeavor to embarrass and prevent 
others from so doing. Was it not but the other day, that 
one who claims to be a leader of the other side, [Mr. 
Wisz,]told them ‘that he would offer nothing, and he 
hoped that none of the opposition would offer any propo- 
sition for relief?’ Mr. D. then referred to the various 
measures now proposed, and contended that they were all 
calculated to afford relief to the banks and country at large. 
He referred to the short period remaining of the session, 
and earnestly entreated the opposition, that if they would 
not act themselves, at least to permit others to act for the 
benefit of the people. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rejoined with animation ; when 
the question was taken and his amendment rejected. 

Mr. GRENNELL moved to amend the penal section of 
the bill, by supplying a manifest omission of the case of a 
man’s having in his possession counterfeit Treasury notes, 
with the intent to pass them; but (owing, as was believed, 


negatived. 

The amendment of Mr. Camnane.ene, as amended, 
was then agreed to, and the committee rose, and reported 
the bill to the House ; whereupon 

The House adjourned. 





Tavurspay, Octoper 5. 


NATIONAL BANK. 


After transacting some other business, the House passed 
to the unfinished business of yesterday, which was the con- 
sideration of the resolution reported from the Committ. - of 
Ways and Means, declaring it to be inexpedient to charter 
a national bank ; and the question being on Mr. Srrgeant’s 
motion to refer the resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. BYNUM, who was entitled to the floor, said he 
had not risen on yesterday, so much with the intention of 
making a speech, as to express his hearty concurrence in 
the sentiments expressed by the honorable gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Grascock,} and the honorable gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Crarx,} and he exceedingly re- 
gretted that it became the duty of the Chair to interpose 
and arrest the remarks of those honorable gentlemen, 
knowing that they would have been able to place the sub- 

| ject in a clearer point of view than it was in his power to 
| do. He also rose to express his astonishment at the ex- 
traordinary course pursued by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Sencean,] in moving to commit the reso- 
lution to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, after having been indulged by the House for three 
or four days in succession, in lecturing the House and ad- 
ministration, and eulogizing—almost delivering a funeral 
sermon ever the corse of the dead monster—the bank. 
After all this, it appeared to him strange that the gentle- 
man should conceive it to be his duty, to the prejudice of 
those who feel it to be their duty to oppose a recharter of 
the United States Bank, to move to commit the resolution 
to the Committee of the Whole, thereby depriving them of 
the opportunity of defending themselves, or replying to the 
arguments adduced by the gentleman, because it is well 
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kntern that the ries prevent a member in Committee of 
the Whole from replying to arguments made in the House. 

He hoped the House would not adopt the motion made by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, for this reason : that 
these gentlemen had raised the hue-and-cry about the dis- 
tresses under which the country was laboring ; when, in 
his opinion, if there was any distress in this country, it 
had sprung from the action of that profligate and monstrous 
institution, the Bank of the United States. He belived it 
was the Pandora’s box which had been the cause of all the 
complaints, all the evils, and all the distresses, of which 
we have heard so much on this floor. He hoped the ques- 
tion might be taken at the present session of Congress, so 
that the country might be put at rest in relation to it. 

Let gentlemen come up to the question, and toe the mark. 

Let the question be decided in the House, and not sent to 
the Committee of the Whole, where no vote can be taken 
on it, and where discussion will only add to the distresses 
which already exist. In his humble opinion, there could 
be nothing which would afford more solid and substantial 
relief than a decision of this House, that will show to those 
who make complaints of distress, and ring the changes on 
the word panic, that their favorite project is hopeless ; that 


a United States Bank cannot be chartered by the Congress 


of the United States; and that it was in vain for them to 
be indulging themeelv es with the hope that it can. The 


sooner this was done the better it wil! be for the people of | 


the country. In his opinien, if we intend to act in good 
faith to the people, and do any thing for the relief of the 
people of the country, and the distresses of that people, 
the very first thing we should do would be to determine 
whether the establishment of a United States 
be expected by any party in the country; to settle and fix 
the question finally, so that the people of the country and 
the capitalists of the country might know what to do. 


had no doubt that there was a great deal of capital now 
held up which would be invested in other business, if this 


question was determined; and why not determine it at 
once, and put it at rest? Gentlemen, in support of their 
motion to refer this resolution to the Committee of the 
Whole, say they went a discussion of the subject. Why, 
do they not know that it has been discussed from year to 
year for the last six years, throughout the whole country, 
and in both branches of Congress ? 


the present session, on almost every subject which has 
been brought forward? Have we not heard the ditties 
which have been sung in this House by the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania, in eulogy of their favorite institution ? 
And do gentlemen not know that this subject has been dis- 
cussed until a large majority of the people of the country 
turn away from it with loathing and disgust? It has been 
decided at the ballot bex that a majority of the people of 
the country were opposed to the establishment of a nation- 
al bank; and he wished to be permitted to tell gentlemen 
that they mistook the intelligence, virtue, and patriotism 
of the people of the country, if they expect, by this pro- 
tracted discussion of the question, to drive them from their 
opposition to a bank of the United States 
for them to expect to rivet the chains which had sprung 
from that institution, on the necks of the people ; and the 
sooner the matter was decided, the better for the country, 
as it will put at rest all agitation and turmoil. The Presi- 
dent of the United States has been accused of taking an 
extraordinary course, and of endeavoring to forestall pub- 


lic opinion, by the very consistent gentlemen of the oppo- | 


sition. He has been denounced and declaimed against by 
those who deal in declamation, for the extraordinary and 
high-handed course he has pursued; and it will be recol- 
lected by every gentleman here, that those who now de- 
nounce him for throwing out his opinions in advance, de- 
nounced him two years ago because of his non-committal- 
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ism. These quittewen ther said that ws was non- commit- 
tal on every thing—that he would never toe the mark— 
that he would never go in advance of public opinion, but 
always followed after it. Now, however, they say the 
President has introduced both reckless and extraordinary 
measures, and they denounce him for endeavoring to fore- 
stall public opinion. All these arguments and denuncia- 
tions should be fairly met, and he would ask the gentle. 
man from Pennsylvania, whether the friends of the admin- 
istration would have the opportunity of answering him in 
Committee of the Whole? because the gentleman well 
knows it is against the rule to reply to arguments made in 
the House. He wished to see a direct and early vote upon 
this subject. The people of the country require it. They 
want to know what prospects there are for the recharter of 
a national bank, so that they may know what to expect. 
He did not believe that there was any gentleman in this 
House, who was inimical to the establishment of a national 
bank, who desired to avoid the question by referring it to 
the Committee of the Whole. Every individual who was 
at heart hostile to a recharter of the bank, must be disposed 
to keep the subject in the House, and not permit it to go 
to the Committee of the Whole, where it may be discussed 
to the end of the session without coming to any eonclu- 
sion thereon. Gentlemen have talked a great deal about 
skulking and dodging questions; but, he would ask, who 
ever saw such dodging as there had been on this question ! 
Genilemen desired not only to dodge the question, but to 


| dodge behind the rules of the House to save themselves 
| from having their arguments answered, and their denun- 
| ciations exposed, 

Bank was to 


Tt was easy to make assertions, but it was not so easy to 


| prove them ; therefore, gentlemen endeavor to shield them- 


selves by having the subject referred to the Committee of 
the Whole. Let the American people see what party sup- 


| port a national bank ; let them see their strength, and what 
| prospect there is for them to succeed, and they will be sat- 
| isfied. 
| isfied. 


The farming and mechanical interests are now sat- 
Who, then, are making all these complaints? It 
is the bankites, the rag-barons, and the stock. jobbers. 
‘These are the men who are endeavoring to render the Gov- 


| ernment unpopular with the people, and make them dis- 
| contented with their country. 
Do they not know | 
that it has been discussed in both branches of Congress at | 


The rapid strides which the 
bank is making for almost universal dominion in America, 
warn us of the necessity of letting the country and the 
world know its fate as soon as possible. We have heard 
but recently of this institution sending an agent to Europe, 
Every day ad- 
monishes us of the danger of the bank ; and shall we longer 


| sit by and encourage agitation, and add to its power of 


doing injury to the country? He hoped that the democ- 
racy of this House would give it as their opinion to the 
democracy of the country, and to the agricultural, mechan- 
ical, and laboring interests of the country, that it was in- 
expedient to establish an institution which had declared 


| war upon the country, and stood out against the sovereignty 


of the people themselves. et them know this, let the 
world know it, and we will .hear but little of this distress 
which has been so long sounded in our ears. If, however, 
this subject is kept in agitation before this House and the 
country, the ery of distress, and panic, and confusion, wil! 
be kept up, the President will be denounced, and a bank 
of the United States will be held up as the only panacea 
for the country. Gentlemen could not suppose we ure ig- 
norant of the game they are playing. They tell us the time 
has not arrived for introducing the subject of a national 
bank. But what do they mean by this? They mean that 
they do not want it condemned; they do not want the true 
voice of the people spoken on this subject, because they 
know it would be against them. 

He hoped that no one who was opposed to the recharter 
of this institution would hesitate in voting to reject the 
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proposition submitted by the gentleman from Pennsylva- 
nia, to refer this resolution to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said that, believing every gentleman 
to have made up his mind on the question in relation to 
the expediency of chartering a national bank, and that the 
state of the public business would not permit of its further 
discussion, he moved the previous question. 

Mr. HAYNES moved a eali of the House, which was 
ordered; and the roll having been called over, and 195 
members answering to their names, 

Mr. MORGAN moved to dispense with all further pro- 
ceedings under the call ; which was agreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded—ayes 83, 
noes 80. 


Mr. REED called for the yeas and nays on ordering the | 


main question ; which were ordered, and were: Yeas 10), 
nays 101, as follows: 


Ysas—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, | 


Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Bruyn, Buchanan, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. Carter, Chapman, Claiborne, 


Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cush- | 


man, Davee, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, 
Fairfield, I. Fletcher, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, 
Gray, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holary, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, W. 
Hi. Hanter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kilgore, Kling- 
ensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, J. M. 
Mason, MeKay, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore,’ Morgan, S. W. Morris, Noble, 
Owens, Palmer, Parinenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petri- 
kin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, 
Reily, Rhett, Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, 
Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, ‘Tur- 
ney, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Thomas T. Whit- 
tlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthington, Yell—101. 
Nars—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, John W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Borden, Wm. B. Calhoun, John 


5m? 


Calhoon, Wm. B. Campbell, Casey, Chambers, Cheat- | 


ham, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Rice Gar- 


land, Gioode, J. Graham, Wm. Graham, Grennell, Hall, | 
Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Henry, Herod, Robert M. T. | 


Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, 
Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, Andrew W. Loomis, Lyon, 


Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, May, | ’ : -s . 
7% ’ ’ , y, May, | sponded in almost all its provisions with the House bill 


Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, M. 


Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, | 
Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips ; : ; E 
; : mips, “Pope, Pots, Rariden, | on the state of the Union, in order, therefore, that there 


Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, 


Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles She- 


pard, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, A. 8. White, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 8. Wil- 
liams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—101. 

The CHAIR voted in the affirmative, so that the main 
question was ordered to be now put. 


Mr. CLARK inquired if it would now be in order to | 


move to lay the sulject over until to-morrow. 

The CHAIR replied that it would not be in order, the 
main question being ordered to be now put. 

The main question was then reported as follows : 
: ae That it is inexpedient to charte‘r a national 
pank. 


Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays on the main 


question, which were ordered, and were: Y eas 123, nays | 


91, as follows : 
Yras—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Athorton, Beatty, 


Bierne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. (Carter, Casey, 
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Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Kimore, Fairfield, Isaac 
Fletcher, #ry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, 
Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, R. M. T. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jack- 
son, J. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Kilgore, KlingenSmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Arphaxed Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, M. Morris, 8S. W. Morris, 
Muhlenberg, Noble, Ogle, Owens, Palmer, Parmenter, 
Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, 
Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reilvy, Rhett, Rives, 
Robertson, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, 


| Spencer, Stewart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Thomp- 


son, Titas, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vanderveer, Wage- 
ner, Webster, T. T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, 
Worthington, Yell—123. 

Nars—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, William B. Calhoun, 
J. Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Goode, 
James Graham, William Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, 
Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Jeni- 
fer, Henry Johnson, William Cost Johnson, Lawler, Lin- 
Loomis, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, 


Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 


| perd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, 
| Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, A. 8S. White, 


John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sher- 


| rod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 


liams, Wise, Yorke—91. 
So the House resolved that it is inexpedient to charter a 


| national bank.* 


The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 
SUB-TREASURY BILL. 


The bill from the Senate, entitled ‘*An act imposing 
additional duties in certain cases on public officers,” was 
taken up on its reference. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that, as this bill corre- 


under the seme title, reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 


might be no delay upon the action of this bill, and as there 
was only one slight difference between them, he had been 


| instructed, he said, by the Committee of Ways and Means 
| to move that this bill be at once committed to the same 


Committee of the Whole as the other. 
The motion was assented to, nem. dis. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
The House then proceeded to the consideration of the 


| *¢bill to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes.” 


The bill had been amended entirely in Committee of the 


* The following note appeared in the papers of the day 
The undersigned, having been casually absent when the question 
was taken this morning on the resolution “ that it is inexpedient to 
charter a national bank,” would, if they hac been present, have voted 
in the affirmative 
Robert McClellan, 
Henry Vail, 
Amasa J. Parker, 
John I. DeGraff, 
Joseph Weeks, 
James Farrington, 
October 5, 1837 


Jehn Chaney, 
Henry A. Foster, 
R. Boon, 

A. P. Grant, 
Isaac H. Bronson 
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Whole, and a substitute submitted by Mr. Camuretene | stitute for them your own notes? To sell the bonds is a 


adopted. 

Mr. RHETT moved to amend the first section by in- 
serting in the second line, after the word ‘‘ notes,” the fol- 
lowing: ‘* or bills receivable in payment of the public dues ;” 
and supported his amendment at some length, and went 
somewhat into the subject generally. 

Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachusets, said it was his in- 
tention not to take any part in the present debate, but look- 
ing at the character of the bill before them, and considering 
the circumstances in which they were placed with regard 
to it, he was not able to content himself with giving a silent 
vote upon the measure. 

I consider it due to my constituents and due to myself, 
(said he,) briefly to state the reasons which will influence 
my conduct upon the present occasion. 

The real object of the bill is, to borrow ten millions of 
dollars upon the credit of the Government; and, if it passes, 
its real effect will be, to impose a debt upon the country to 
that amount. ‘T'o justify me in voting for such a bill, two 
things must be clearly established: Ist. that the wants of 
Government are so pressing as to render it necessary to im- 
pose on the people a debt of ten millions of dollars; 2d. 
that the method in which it is proposed to accomplish this 
object is a proper and suitable method. 

I presume no one will call in question the correctness of 
my first position, or deny that the necessity of running the 
nation in debt must be clearly proved before any such step 
can be properly taken. The people will not look with fa- 
vorable eyes upon the recommencement of a national debt; 
they will not consider it a light matter; such a measure 
can only be justified by necessity. If the Government has 
any pre-existing means to meet its wants, those means 
must be resorted to in the first place ; and till those means 
are exhausted there can be no occasion for imposing a debt 
upon the people, nor propriety in doing so. Upon this 
point, how stands the fact? In the statement read to us 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
exhibiting the resources out of which, in the course of the 
ensuing year, the proposed T'reasury notes are to be paid 
and redeemed, he includes six millions due to the Govern- 
ment from the Bank of the United States; that is, there 
is due from the bank six millions of dollars, payable in 
three successive years, with interest, at six per cent., ihe 
whole of which it is intended to convert into cash, in the 
course of the ensuing year, to provide the means wherewith 
to redeem and take up the proposed Treasury notes. With 
these bonds of the bank in the vaults of the Treasury, for 
six millions of dollars, it is proposed to issue Treasury 
notes, pledging the credit of the country, and to meet and 
redeem those notes these very bonds are to be sold and dis- 
posed of. Pray, sir, where is the necessity, the advantage, 
or the propriety of this double operation? Undoubtedly 
the money which is wanted may as well be raised by the 
sale of the bonds now, as by the issue of Treasury notes. 
It is proposed that the notes shall bear interest—though the 
amount is not fixed in the bill—and shall be payable in one 
year. ‘The bonds are upon interest at six per cent., and 
have a longer time to run than the proposed notes. The 
bonds will serve much better than the notes for foreign 
remittance, and undoubtedly would command a premium 
in the market. The notes are payable too soon, and, in 
other respects, not well fitted for foreign remittance. 

Now, sir, I should be glad to hear some satisfactory rea- 
son why these bonds should not be sold at once, and the 
proceeds applied to the wants of the Government. 
not this be a better course, a more direct, a more judicious 
course, than to borrow money and impose a debt upon the 
country ? 
hands of the Government? Why resort to such an in- 
volved and round-about plan of raising money? Why not 
go into the market with the bonds of the bank? Why sub- 








W ould | 


Why accumulate these different funds in the | 


very simple and common operation, such as approves itself 
to every man’s experience and understanding. If there 
are any reasons for the extraordinary course which it is pru- 
posed in preference to pursue, they bave not yet been ex- 
plained to my comprehension. 

In addition to the bank bonds, there are some fifteen or 
sixteen millions of dollars belonging to the Government, 
still in the deposite banks. Upon this fund the Secretary 
has been in the practice for some time past of making drafts, 
which, though not paid by the banks, have been received 
for dues to the Government, and have gone into circula 
tion, and have formed a part of the currency of the coun- 
try. The drafts, as the Secretary of the Treasury informs 
us, have been found convenient to the Government and to 
the people. They have served to pay the debts of the Gov- 
ernment to individaals, and of individuals to the Govern- 
ment. Why should not this process, a tried and successful 
process, be continued so far as may be necessary! Here 
is an actual existing fund, upon which we may draw, and 
upon which we may rely for ullimate payment. We are 
assured that these banks are amply solvent, and will pay, 
if not immediately, yet gradually, and in the end fully 
This fund the Government can control and use; it has been 
and will continue to be under their management; and to issue 
these proposed Treasury notes is only accuwulating fund 
upon fund in the hands of the Executive. This is in ac- 
cordance neither with public policy nor approved practice 
Nothing beyond the real wants of the Government can be 
properly supplied. If there be already means on hand to 
meet the wants of the Government, to accumulate new 
funds in their hands would be an outrage upon the rights 
of the people; it would be dangerous in principle, oppres 
sive and unjust in practice. 

Sir, Ldo not mean to make light or unfounded objec- 
tions. Show me that the wants of the Government de 
mand a loan, and I will go for a loan, heartily and sincerely ; 
I should feel myself bound in duty and in conscience to 
go for it; but, until the necessity for it appears, I feel my- 
self bound in duty, bound in justice to the people, to oppose 
it. Now, the necessity of imposing upon the country a 
debt of ten millions has not been made apparent to my 
mind ; so far from it, the contrary clearly and distinctly ap- 
pears. But, suppose the administration to have made ovt 
the necessity of involving the country in a debt of ten mil- 
lions, still the mode in which they propose to effect that 
object is subject to strong objections. 

The bill before us is indirect and deceptive ; calculated 
to conceal the real nature and object of the measure which 
is proposed. Itis entitled a bill to authorize the issue of 
Treasury notes. Why not call it a bill to authorize the 
employment of additional clerks? Or, a bill to punish 
forgery in certain cases? Both of which are just as much 
provided for in the bill as is the issue of Treasury notes ; 
and either of which would just as well express the real ob- 
ject of the bill as the title which it bears. 

The bill bears a false title; it carries upon its front a 
false name; it imports what it is not; or rather it does not 
import what in fact it is; it is deceptive. Wherever else 
designing artifice may prevail, let it not corrupt our legis- 
lation. Jet us deal frankly and open!y with the people. 
When we take their money, let us tell them so; let it be 
taken openly and avowedly, not covertly and indirectly. 
Take their money and tell them so; but do not pick their 
pockets ! 

When the people are to be subjected to a liability of ten 
millions, they should be informed of the fact clearly and 
distinctly ; there should be no concealment in word or 
thought. ‘The bill before us is, in truth, a bill to author- 
ize a loan of ten millions. What we want is a loan; and 
we ought in fairness and truth to say so. To call the bill 
by a name that does not fairly import its character; thus 
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to treat it as something different from what it really is, does | the passage of any bill the nature of which is not fixed and 
not comport with what ought to be the character of the established by the bill itself. It would be to act blindly 
Government. and inconsiderately, to vote for a measure in ignorance of 
We have already, sir, passed a bill entitled an act to} what that measure is to be. Should the bill pass in the 
postpone the fourth instalment of deposite with the States. | present form, and should I be inquired uf what its effect 
I fear, sir, that bill raises expectations only to disappoint | upon the community was anticipated to be, I could give no 
them. That payment, if it were really intended, might as | answer. I could express no opinion on that point, because, 
well be made now as ever. I fear, sir, the States will ex- | in the present shape of this bill, it is impossible to form any 
pect it in vain. Postponement, in all probability, willturn | opinion what character the notes will assume. I could 
out to mean repeal. ‘The expectation of payment at a fu- | only say, what I should be ashamed to say, that the Ex- 
ture time will prove, I apprehend, a delusive expectation. | ecutive had been authorized to issue notes to. suit the pur- 
Sir, I protest against duplicity in any form, on the part of | poses of the Government, without any regard having been 
the Government. The relation which we sustain towards | paid to the concern which the community at large might 
the people demands from us the strictest truth and sincer- | have in this matter. If we are to act with the slightest re- 
ity. They have placed confidence in us; they have en- | gard to the interest and convenience of the public, we 
trusted to us their rights and interests; and they have an | should fix the interest which the notes are to bear. Why 
undeniable claim to be informed fully and clearly, without | refer this to the Executive? Is not the House competent 
disguise, as to every thing we do, and every thing we in- | to form and exercise a judgment on this question? [s not 
tend. The title and the form of this bill are calculated, in | the House as fit as the Executive to determine what rate 
my opinion, to disguise from the people that we are bor- | of interest, what character to the notes, will best subserve 
rowing moncy upon their credit ; and, in that point of view, | the public interest? If it be best for the Executive to le- 
the bill is obnoxious to serious objections. gislate upon this point, why not upon all others? Though 
There is another objection, which must press with great | the Executive, in fact, exercised such a power, it would 
weight upon those gentlemen who hold to a strict construc- | hardly be necessary to make a public proclamation of it. 
tion of the constitution, who hold that Congress has no| ‘The earnestness with which the friends of the adminis- 
powers except those expressly granted to it. ‘Those gen- | tration press this measure of issuing Treasury notes, in 
tlemen, who cannot find in the constitution any power to | preference to the usual mode of supplying the wants of the 
charter a national bank, where do they find the power to | Treasury by a simple loan, is well calculated to excite 
issue ‘Treasury notes, or bills of credit ; for Treasury notes, | suspicions. I have no desire to throw any undeserved 
designed to circulate as currency, are neither more nor less | odium upon the administration. I wish them to merit, 
than bills of credit?’ Nosuch power is any where express- | and, by meriting, to possess the confidence of the entire 
ly granted. community. But this measure is little calculated to pro- 
The framers of the coustitution had seen and felt the | duce that effect. It is an unusual measure ; it will be at- 
evils of Government paper money. ‘The power to issue | tended with extraordinary expense ; it will add to the num- 
bills of credit was expressly withheld from the States; it | ber of those in the employ of Government; it will increase 
was not expressly given to the General Government. How, | Executive patronage; it opens a new door to Executive 
then, does the General Government obtain it? It wiil be | favoritism. In raising money upon these notes, the Ex- 
said that it is included under the power to borrow money. | ecutive may give a preference, and may consult the inter- 











Let us see how that interpretation wil] answer. ests of favored individuals ; whereas a loan would be open 
No one will deny to the several States the power to bor- | equally to all. 
row money—a power which they exercise every day with- Besides, sir, there are thuse who see in this measure the 


out objection. But it is certain that the States cannot is- | commencement of a permanent and a most perilous system. 
sue bills of credit. ‘The power to borrow money, then, | It is more than surmised that the Government would be 
does not necessarily include the power to issue bills of credit; | willing to have the whole currency of the country flow 
and, although the Government has undoubtedly the power | exclusively from itself; and is desirous to furnish not only 
to borrow money, that power to borrow does not, by any | the gold and silver coin, but the whole paper currency also, 
means, necessarily imply a power to issue bills of credit. | from its own exclusive mint; and that the measure now 
I found this argument upon the views of those gentlemen | proposed is the first step in the march towards that ob- 
who hold to a strict construction of the constitution, with- | ject. The taking measures to render safe and convenient 
out intending to express any opinion of my own upon this | such currency as the people may elect to use, is the busi- 
constitutional point. The only exercise of this power by | ness and all the business of the Government in relation to 
the General Government occurred during the late war with | this subject. It should be kept strictly within the limits 
Great Britain. ‘The Government, in the first place, en- | of that duty, and should faithfully perform what belongs 
deavored to obtain a loan ia the usual way. ‘The attempt | to it within those limits. They ought to follow public sen- 
failed ; the loan could not be obtained ; and, as a matter of | tient in this matter, not attempt to lead it. 
necessity, the Government resorted to a forced loan, by the But strange and dangerous doctrines have been put forth 
issue of Treasury notes. An example at such atime, and | in relation to the currency of the country; and there is 
under such circumstances, is rather to be avoided than to | cause enough for alarm to render it the part of prudence to 
be foliowed. watch with care every measure bearing upon this subject. 
There is still a further objection to this measure. The The issue of paper inoney is at all times a dangerous busi- 
bill provides that the notes to be issued shall bear euch in- | ness for a Government to engage in; and a business pecu- 
terest as the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine. | liarly dangerous at the present crisis. Our time is now too 
This omission to fix the amount of interest leaves the | short, our action too hurried, to justify us in adventuring 
character of the notes wholly indeterminate and uncertain. | upon a scheme of a novel character. At such a time, and 
The interest which they may bear will determine the char- | under present circumstances, the only safe way is the old 
acter and office of the notes. They may be of a character | way—the common way. If the Government must have 
to be taken up as an investment by capitalists ; they may | money, let it borrow the money in the usual mode. So 
be of a character to circulate as currency ; and which of doing, we shall know what we do. ‘l’o the adoption ol 
these characters they will assume, depends upon the in- | this course, I have heard no substantial objection, I can see 
terest they may bear. Before I can vote for the bill, this | no substantial objection; and, until I can obtain some new 
point must be determined. Before I can vote for the notes, | light, it is the only course to which I can give my assent 
I inust know what the notes are to be. I cannot agree to A great change has come over our national affairs. At 
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the commencement of this present year, there was in the 
hands of the Government a surplus of nearly twelve mil- 
lions of dollars, exclusive of the whole amount to be depos- 
ited with the States. The fourth instalment of the depos- 
ite money (between nine and ten millions) has been with- 
held from the States ; there is due to the Government from 
the late United States Bank six millions, exclusive of in- 
terest; and now ten additional millions are demanded, to 
meet the expenses of the current year; and this, too, be- 
sides all the ordinary revenues of the country—a country, 
whose whole annual expenses during the administration 
next preceding that of General Jackson were hardly twelve 
millions of dollars ! 

Under circumstances like these, does it not behoove the 
people to look to their public affairs '—to look to them at 
once ?—to look to them now ?—to look to them cooly and 
dispassionately, with minds free from the influence of party 
spirit, and with a sincere and honest desire to preserve in 
its purity and excellence our free constitution, and to pro- | 
mote the prosperity and happiness of the people as well as | 
of the Government ? 

Mr. CUSHING said it would be idle for him to think of | 
adding any thing to the force and clearness of the observa- | 
tions of his colleague, (Mr. Firrener;]} but one of the re- | 
marks made by that gentleman had recalled to his recollec- | 
tion a curious fact, bearing upon the question at issue, | 
which he begged leave to state to the House. 

It would be remembered, that one of the main arguments | 
of these gentlemen who deny the constitutionality of a na- | 
tional bank, is the consideration that the power to establish 
such a bank is not expressly given to Congress in the con- | 
stitution ; that it is what is called a constructive power; and 
that a proposition was made in the convention which fram- | 
ed the constitution to confer on Congress power to create 
corporations, and rejected. 

Now (said Mr. ©.) the analogy between this question 
of a naticnal bank, and that of bills of credit, is perfect in 
all its parts. ‘There is no express power in the constitu- 
tion for Congress to issue bills of credit. It is a construct- 
ive power, just as much as the power to establish a nation- 





al bank ; and Mr. Pinckney, of South Carolina, proposed, | 


as may be seen by the printed journal of the convention, 
that, in the enumeration of the powers of Congress, one 
clause should read thus: ‘*'T'o borrow money and emit bills 
of credit.” This latter branch of the proposition the con- 
vention rejected: the actual provision as to loans being in 
these words : ** ‘I’o borrow money on the credit of the Uni- 
ted States.” 

Mr. ©. said that, without himself admitting the conclu- 
siveness of the arguments adverse to the constitutionality of 
a national bank, he did not see how those who did enter- 
tain that view of the constitrtion could consistently support 
a law for the emission of bills of credit. 

Mr. PARMENTER addressed the Chair as follows : 

Mr. Speaker: I have listened with great interest to the 
observations of my honorable colleague who has just taken 
his seat, [Mr. Frercarr,] as I always have elsewhere, 
when I have had an opportunity, from my great respect for 
his high moral worth and distinguished talents; but, enter- 
taining somewhat different views from those presented by 
him and other gentlemen on the same side of the question, 
I will, with your leave, state the grounds upon which I 
dissent. 

My colleague assumes two conditions which he considers 
as indispensable prerequisites to the propriety of supporting 
the bill “under consideration, which are: first, that the 
Treasury is in need of the money ; second, that the pro- 
posed mode is the best one for raising the money. -On the 
importance of establishing these points, I agree with him, 
and shall endeavor to show why | consider the present bill 
necessary, and the best calculated for the convenience both 
of the Government and the people. 
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It has been remarked by several gentlemen during the 
debate, but not by my colleague, that they did not clear}; 
comprehend the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and they have avowed their inability to come to any defir- 
ite conclusion as to the real state of the Treasury. ‘T'his 
opinion was expressed and urged, immediately upon th; 
report being laid upon our table, by members usually ar- 
dent in their political predilections and prejudices, quite 1s 
soon as it could be expected that so voluminous a docu. 
ment, embracing views of finance and public policy, a 
well as various statistics, could be examined. 

Having long entertained the most favorable impression 
of the superior talents of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
whose ability and assiduity in the duties of his high station 
have been almost proverbial in the nation for many years, 
I read his report with great attention, and discovered, as | 
thought, a plain, lucid, and perspicuous view of the finan- 
ces of the country. I put down, therefore, in my own mind 
the attacks upon him as the effusions of political oppositio: 
without any more meaning than the general dissatisfaction 
of those who disagree with the present administration. | 


| am the more confirmed in this impression, because, sinc: 


the first few days of this session, after an opportunity of fv! 
examination, all this hostility to the report of the Secreta: 


| has ceased, and it appears to me to be generally considere:! 


a correct, able, and interesting: exposition of the financ: 

and financial concerns of the country. I find by this report 
that there will be, in all probability, at the end of the yea 
1837, if there should be no deductions from the outstanding 
appropriations, a deficit of about twenty-two millions o! 
dollars; but if, as the Secretary of the Treasury supposes, 
fifteen millions of dollars of unexpended appropriations may 
pass over to the year 1838, then there would be an absolut: 
deficit of seven millions of dollars, to meet which, and for 


| contingencies, and for the purpose of having a balance iu 


the ‘Treasury on the first of January, 1838, this bill propo 
ses an authority to the 'T'reasury Department to issue ten 
millions of dollars of Treasury notes. This amount would 
have been nineteen or twenty millions of dollars, if the pay 
ment of the fourth instalment of the surplus revenue had 
not been postponed to January Ist, 1839; and it will | 
seen by the conditions of the postponement bill, that tl 
Treasury is entirely cut off from getting back any of ti 
twenty-seven millions distributed among the States, which 
by the original law the Secretary would have had a right to 
call for. 

Now, sir, my respected colleague would appropriate th: 


| nine and a half millions in deposite banks, and four and « 


half millions standing to the credit of disbursing officers in 
said banks, or as much as may be necessary to meet th: 
wants of the Treasury. If this could be done there woul, 
of course, be no need of issuing Treasury notes. But have 
we not a bill now before us, giving the deposite banks from 
four to nine months for the payment to the Government vo! 
the balances due? Is it not agreed, on all hands, that th: 


| security of the debt, the welfare of the people of the State 


interested, require an accommodation ! Has not one of th 
Representatives of a State in which two of the deposit 
banks, having a large balance, are located, said on this floo 
that it would be impossible for the banks to pay within th 


| time proposed by the bill now before us, and that he shoul! 


| 
| 


ask for more time? Is there the slightest doubt in this 
House that the bill from the other branch, now before us, 
must pass, or, if amended, by showing greater indulgence ' 
This resource will then fail. As to the amount of four and 
a half millions in the hands of disbursing officers, there must 
always remain from three to five millions of dollars in thei! 
hands. All experience has shown such amount to be ne- 
cessary. ‘These sunis are drawn to pay contracts actually 
fulfilled, and always belong to the creditors of the Govern- 
ment, and are, of course, entirely useless for a supply to the 
Treasury. Unless the operations of Government totally 








may 
lute 
for 
ei 
po 
ten 
ould 
2a) 
had 


» the 
nd a 
rs in 
t the 
ruld, 
have 
from 
ntol 
t the 
tates 
f the 
Osite 
floo 
n the 
oul: 
1 this 
e us, 
nmect ' 
r and 
must 
the ti 
e ne- 


all 
uaily 


verl- 
o the 


nt ully 


Pe i be EAD 


1265 


Oct. 5, 1837.] 








stop, it must be obvious that there always will be some few 
millions of dollars in the hands of the disbursing officers 
of the army, navy, Indian department, and other objects of 
expenditure, awaiting the call of creditors of the Government. 
He also thinks that it would be proper to sell the bonds of 
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, which are held 
by the Treasury Department. It appears to me that there 
are to this proposition several objections. I am not certain 
that it would be exactly proper to put those bonds into 
market. It might, by possibility, have an injurious bear- 
ing upon the institution. If so, it ought not to be done, 
as an act of justice. It is not like an ordinary mercantile 
transaction. ‘The directors of the bank undoubtedly had some 
object in view in fixing annual payments, and I hope the 
Government will never give a cause of complaint to ihis 
institution of the slightest character. Where will these 
bonds be sold? My own opinion is, that the bank would 
purchase its own bonds. It appears to me it would be un- 
willing to multiply and vary its obligations in the stock 
market. It has already post notes on the Londun Ex- 
change; and, it appears to me, it would be unwilling to 
have these bonds there. If, then, these bonds should now 
go into the market, and the bank should think proper to 
purchase them, the debtors of the bank must necessarily be 
called upon, and thus distress the commercial and trading 
community to that amount. If sold in Europe, (London 
most proably,) it would, to the amount of six millions of 
dollars, afford facilities for again over-trading, instead of 
being employed to relieve our own country. J do not be- 
lieve that at this time there is a very large unpaid amount 
of good debts from American to English merchants. The 
fall in exchange and specie shows that it is very much di- 
minished, and, it appears to me, we ought to avoid any 
course which would tempt to excesses in our foreign im- 
portations in the slightest degree. But the objection of sub- 
stituting the sule of these bonds for the Treasury notes is 
still greater in another view. It is an object to make this is- 
sue of Treasury notes incidentally beneficial to the commu- 
nity, by furn:shing a means of remittance, and one of a very 
valuable character. The Treasury notes would flow from the 
disbursing points to the communities who may want them for 
remittances. ‘lhe West and South would receive them in 
payment of debts, or for the sale of their cotton and other 
great products, as well as for lands held by individuals and 
companies. ‘l‘hey would find their way back to the Atlantic 
cities, forming a highly valuable circulating medium per- 
haps wutii the time arrives, which cannot be very far dis- 
tant, of a resumption by the local banks of specie payments. 

It has been argued that it would be preferable to au- 
thorize a loan in the form of certificates of stock. This ap- 
pears te be iiable to as exceedingly strong objections as any 
which would apply to the sale of the bonds of the United 
States Bank. So far as it relates to the incidental benefit 
to the commercial community, it would be a slugglish 
operation. The stock would be all taken in the large cities, 
and the proceeds pass directly to the Treasury, where it 
would remain uutil called for by the Government creditors, 
and perform none of the offices uf a means of remittance. 
But my colleague and other gentlemen say, you do not 
need Treasury notes, because you can continue to make 
‘Treasury drafts, and they will hereafter answer as they 
have heretofore. If these crafts were, in every particular, 
as beneficial as Treasury notes, they would be objectionable, 
inasinuch as they go to the world with the stamp of dis- 
honor upon their face ; they carry with them, as they pass 
from hand to hand, an indelible secord of the discredit of 
the bank upon which they are made, and are therefore to 
be shunned and discarded as soon as possible, as. offensive 


to the merchant who has a just sense of the importance of 


credit and punctuality. They are, moreover, inconvenient 
in amount, and unsuited to the habits and usages of the 
people. 

Vou. XIV.—79 
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My colleague objects to the bill, because no rate of inter- 
est is specified; and he cannot give it bis vote until! he 
knows precisely what the obligations of the Government 
are tobe. It appears to me that this is one of the most 
valuable provisions of the bill, because the rate of interest 
can be so fixed all the way from a very low rate to the 
maximum of six per cent. that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury will put it at the most advantageous rate for the Gov- 
ernment and for the community. And it appears to me 
the rule would be a very plain one, to place the rate so that 
they would not be hoarded by the capitalists, or fall below par 
in the market, however small the demand for Government 
dues. And although, as has been strongly urged, there is 
very small probability that, under almost any circumstances, 
they would be below par, yet it is better, in my judgment, 
to leave the whole matter to the discretion of the Secre 
tary of the Treasury, who will understand best what the 
wants of the case may require. 

It is objected, that the issue of Treasury notes is uncon- 
stitutional ; that they are bills of credit, and prohibited by 
the constitution of the United States; that they were never 
issued in but one instance, and that during the war with 
Great Britain, when it was difficult or almost impossible to 
obtain a loan. If it were unconstitutional to issue Treas- 
ury notes, the fact that we were at war, and it was difficult 
to obtain a loan in any other manner, would not have made 
it constitutional. I come to the conclusion myself, that 
‘Treasury notes were issued at that time for the same 
reason as now, because they are the most convenient to the 
Government and the people. 

I have not entertained the opinion, Mr. Speaker, that 
the present embarrassments of this nation have arisen from 
what may be properly called general distress. I believe, 
and think I shall be sustained in the opinion by the senti- 
ments of many men of business in the commereial cities, 
that the stoppage of specie payments was owing to the 
alarm excited in the community, which caused a rush up- 
on the banks for the precious metals, and thereby mate- 
rially lessened their means, and by the imprudence and 
extended speculation into which the debtors of these insti- 
tutions plunged. Had it not been for these circumstances, 
the suspension would not have taken place; and, but for 
them, before this time specie payments would have been 
resumed. It is true that the consternation was universal ; 
the panic was overwhelming; but that the evil was not 
deep-rooted, and that there was not, in reality, a scarcity 
of the precious metals in the commercial world, is shown 
by various facts. Contrary to the expectation ef most 
persons in this country, the Bank of England continued, 
and still continues, specie payments, and money ts abun- 
dant, and there is no want of coin and bullion for all pur- 
The speculations and investments in lands, 
amounting to many millions of dollars; engagements in 
novel manufacturing concerns; building of railroads in all 
parts of the country ; and establishments of every variety 
which ingenuity could invent—a few of them useful and 
profitable, but many, very many, most sorrowfully ruinous 
in their results—all tended to produce the mischief. The 
ordinary means of the banks were probably equal to their 
liabilities ; but the inability of their debtors, in consequence 
of their imprudent and indiscreet course, crippled these in- 
stitutions, and brought on the calamity of a suspension of 
specie payments—an evil which, while it continues, will 
blight every effort of enterprise and industry. 

The amount of specie within the control of the banks 
of the country was equal to their wants, greater than it 
has been in many instances and at many times; but un- 
safe and improvident men obtained access to their resources ; 
not that I mean to censure the managers of the moneyed 
institutions more than I would individuals, and copartner- 
ships, and corporations, for everybody was infected with 
the mania of speculation; the whole atmosphere of 1 


poses. 
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business world was filled with it. It drove people to the 
pine forests of Maine; to the town sites on the Gulf of | 
Mexico; to every stream and river through the whole re- 
public ; to the new cities of the West; and to the engage- 
ments in manufactures, mechanic arts, and discoveries of | 
al] kinds, in most instances lamentably unsuccessful. 

My colleague objects that the biil is deceptive; that, 
under the guise of authorizing an issue of ‘Treasury notes, 
it effects a loan. It undoubtedly is a use of the credit of 
the country, to obtain means of extinguishing some of its | 
liabilities, and in that sense isa loan. But there is no 
deception about it. Notes payable are never issued in | 
money transactions, excepting for the purpose of substitu- 
ting credit for money, or promising it, and therefore al- | 
ways, directly or indirectly, operate as a negotiation for a 
loan. What difference does it make as to the matter of | 
borrowing, whether the money be obtained by one person 
of a third, and paid to a second one, or the note be given | 
directly to the second person? In both cases it is obtuin- 
ing means on loan; in one instance directly, in the other | 
indirectly. Banks borrow continually, by their bills or 
notes, money of the community. Now, sir, as Treasury 
notes can be issued for no other purpose than to procure 
money or means on the credit of the United States, the 
bill cannot be deceptive, because, as it can have no other 
object, every body understands it. 

I am in favor of the bill as it now stands, without any 


of the proposed amendments, particularly those which pro- | 


pose the sale of the bonds of the United States Bank of 


izing the Secretary to pay interest when, in his opinion, 
the good of the country may require it. It certainly ap- 
pears to me that there can be no possible objection to that 
provision. 


I admit it is not a strong probability, that they will be at 


any considerable discount, under ordinary circumstances. 
But we all know the nice calculations of dealers in money ; 
and I should be exceedingly sorry to hear the cry, which | 


has so frequently sounded in our ears, of depreciated cur- | 


rency applied to any of the issues of the Government. 
I have confined myself strictly to the consideration of the 


bill now before the House, which appears to me to be so | 
>. . : | 

absolutely necessary, that it is almost a matter of surprise 

that so much time should have been employed in discuss- | 


ing it. It is called for by the Government to enable them 
to comply with the requisitions of the public, and it is re- | 
quired by the people, as being the best mode by which their 
interests can be subserved. 

The other bills before the House, for deferring the pay- 
ment of the bonds due from merchants and granting addi- | 
tional credit, as well as giving a credit on cash duties, it is | 
universally conceded will pass, and | trust with few dis- 
senting voices. For one, I feel strongly disposed to afford 
every facility, and practise every forbearance, which the 
most liberal legislation will warrant; and it would seem 
that the administration, whose friends are so generally in 
favor of this forbearing course, and who are so willing to 
grant every indulgence to those who have the funds of the 
Government directly in their possession, or indirectly by 
want of punctuality in their own obligations and liabilities, 
should not be unnecessarily embarrassed in their measures, 
but should be met in a kind spirit by their opponents. 

I have no fears in common with some gentlemen that the | 
ssue of a limited amount of ‘Treasury notes, for the present 
relief of the immediate wants of the Treasury, involves any 
objectionable principle. No apprehension was felt when 
the issue to a very great amount was made during the war | 
with England, and it appears to me that the imagination 
must be exceedingly active which can discover danger in 
this simple process of anticipating the future means of the 
Treasury by a convenient and beneficial financial operation. 

Mr. CROCKETT addressed the Chair as follows: 
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Mr. Speaker: I hope, sir, the House will not think me 
impertinent or obtrusive when I ask their indulgence but 
for a few moments, to submit some few remarks in justifi- 
cation of the vote which I feel it to be my duty to give upon 
the bill now under consideration. After so much has been 
said upon this subject, either directly or indirectly, perhaps 
I may not hope, sir, to.cast any new light upon it, or to 
place it in any point of view in which it has not already 
But when I consider the pledges I am 
under to my constituents, and the very extraordinary course 
of measures which has been recommended by the admin- 
istration, I cannot permit this occasion to pass without, at 
least, making a general exposé of my views, in order that 
my constituents and the country may see upon which side 
of the ** fence” I stand in relation to these great and im- 
portant questions. 

Sir, I was one of those who used all honorable means to 
prevent the election of the present Chief Magistrate of this 
nation to the distinguished and exalted station which he 
now occupies. But, sir, I do not entertain any bitterness 


| of feeling towards the President; nor did I come here as a 


representative of the people determined to oppose his ad- 
ministration, right or wrong, or to throw obstacles in the 
way of its success. On the contrary, it was my firm pur- 
pose to divest myself of the shackles of prejudice, and sus- 
tain the administration in every measure which I might 
believe calculated to advance my country’s prosperity, and 
fearlessly to condemn and resist whatever would, in my 
And this is 
still my determination. 

Sir, the Congress of the United States has been con- 
vened under extraordinary circumstances. We are assen- 
bled in obedience to the proclamation of the President, to 
take into consideration ‘‘ great and weighty matters,” 
which claim our attention. And we find ourselves sur- 
rounded by a state of things, in my humble opinion, unpri 
eedented in the annals of this country. I must beg leave 
to differ most materially from the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Panmenren} who has just re- 
He tells us there is no general distress in 
the country ; that it is confined to a few individuals, and 
the merchants in the large commercial cities. But, sir, it 
would seem to me that we have before our eyes the most 
incontestable evidence of the deepest pecuniary distress and 
embarrassment in every quarter of this Union. So far a 
I have heard, no section is exempt, save the district of the 
honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan,] who de 
clared on this floor, not many days since, that none had 
been felt or experienced there. And, sir, | apprehend this 
exception stands ‘* solitary and alone.” We find our cur 
rency most awfully deranged—every branch of industry 
end enterprise prostrate—public confidence withdrawn 
commerce and trade suspended, and universal bankruptcy 
and ruin staring us full in the face. These things, sir, ar 
acknowledged to exist, and are brought to our view, and 
their causes assigned, in the message of the President 
Whether he has given the true causes, { will not here stop 
to inquire; but, be that as it may, the evil is upon us, and 


all eyes are turned upon Congress with the most intense 


interest and anxiety, to see what measures of relief will be 
adopted. And, sir, what relief are we about to extend’ 
In the very first paragraph of the message, the most de- 
ranged and embarrassed state of the finances of the Gov 

ernment is brought to our notice; and, in the second, we 
are told that, owing to the increased embarrassments in tlic 
pecuniary affairs of the country, the public revenue would 
be so far diminished, that the accruing receipts into the 
Treasury would not, with the reserved five millions, be 
sufficient to defray the expenses of the Government until 
the usual period for the meeting of Congress. And, sir, 
although this increased state of embarrassment in the pe- 
cuniary affairs of the country is acknowledged to exist, yet 
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a system of measures has heen recommended, and has been 
brought forward by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
all having in view but one single object—the relief of the 
Government. 

With this view, sir, it is proposed by the bill now under 
consideration to clothe the President of the United States 
with authority to cause to be issued ten millions of dollars 
in Treasury notes, to meet the exigencies of the Treasury ; 
and for the redemption of which the faith and credit of the 
United States are to be solemnly pledged. This, then, sir, 
is the ‘*great and weighty matter” which we have been as- 
senbled to consider! Itis a ‘* great and weighty matter” 
that the Treasury should be replenished, so that the office- 
holders may get their pay. But the distress and embarrass- 
ment of the community seems to be a matter of minor im- 
portance, and of but little concern! 

Sir, it has been urged by honorable gentlemen that this 
is a measure of relief to the country; that it will supply 
the country with a circulation and a medium of exchange; 
and I grant that it might offer some temporary relief; but, 
sir, I believe it would tend, ultimately, to aggravate the 
disease. So far from being a measure of permanent relief 
to the people, I believe it is the entering wedge to an insti- 
tution almost as odious as the Spanish Inquisition. T mean, 
sir, a Treasury bank. In fact, if the amendment of the 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Rarrt] be 
adopted, a ‘Ticasury bank of issue and deposite is at once 
established. 

Sir, instead of showing any disposition to grant relief to 
the people, we are called upon to increase their burdens. 
We are about to heap upon them another national debt, 
(for, disguise it as you will, it is nothing less, and has been 
so admitted on all sides,) to the amount of ten millions of 
dollars, to relieve the Government; while the people are 
told, substantially, that they need not expect any relief; 
that it is the business of the Government to take care of it- 
self; and that it has no power to intermeddle with the con- 
cerns of individuals! ‘The Government, after having tam- 
pered with the currency until it is ruined and annihilated— 
after having prostrated every branch of industry and enter- 
prise, the commerce and credit of the nation, by practising 
wild and visionary experiments—cuts loose from the peo- 
pie, and tells them it has no power to grant them relief, or 
interfere with their concerns! ‘hey are to be dismissed 
with a lecture on economy. Yes, sir; they are contemp- 
tuously told that they are to look to their own industry and 
frugality for relief, without the aid of the Government! Sir, 
this reminds me of the language of Job’s comforters. We 
read in Holy Writ that on a certain occasion Satan was 
permitted by the Almighty to try an ‘‘experiment” upon 
the firmness and integrity of *‘Job, a perfect and an upright 
man, one that feared God and eschewed evi] ;” that when, 
by the power of this arch enemy of the peace and happiness 
of man, Job's fortunes, and his children, and every thing 

calculated to render him happy, had been driven to the 
four winds, and he was reduced to beggary and ruin; when, 
in addition to this, ‘*he was smitten. with sore boils from 
the crown of his head to the sole of his foot,” and was 
groaning under the bitterest agonies of human affliction; 
when, in short, by one calamity upon the heels of another, 
he had heen reduced from the highest state of prosperity 
and happiness, to the lowest depths of degradation and 
misery, and was wont to roll himself in the ashes upon his 
hearth, there was but one resource left upon earth to which 
he could look for consolation and solace—and that was his 
wife. And when he cried out to her in the bitterness of 
his soul, what was her reply ? She told him he had better 
**curse Ged and die!” And, sir, pretty much in keeping 
with this is the President's consolation to the people in their 
afflictions. 

Sir, do you imagine the people expecte J to hear such 
language as this from those to whose interests they have 


shown so much devotion? Did they expect their rulers to 
mock at their calamities, which they themselves had been 
instrumental in bringing upon them? No, sir; they look- 
ed to those whom they had placed in power to devise some 
means to relieve them from their calamities. ‘The procla- 
mation of the President was hailed with joy by thousands 
as a favorable omen. They hugged to their bosoms the de- 
delusive hope that their rulers had scen the folly of thei: 
course, and were about to retrace their steps. Sir, al- 
though the President was pledged to ‘‘tread generally in 
the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor,” yet, | imagine 
no one believed he designed to tread specially in his foot- 
steps. And it was hoped that if he did tread in his foot- 
steps at all, he would take his ‘‘ back track,” (if I may be 
allowed to use a hunter’s phrase, ) at least in relation to the 
currency and the revenue. But in all this how sadly are 
we disappointed! So far from this, we find him disposed 
to plunge still deeper into new and untried experiments ! 
Sir, what do we behold? The whole country involved in 
one wide-spread ruin, and the Government itself bankrupt ; 
and we are yet to have another ‘‘experiment!” Yes, sir, 
the State bank experiment has failed, and the golden bubble 
has exploded, and left a wreck of ruin in their train; and 
now, sir, in obedience to the mandate from the Hermitage, 
we are to have the Government divorced from all existing 
banks, and wedded to a new and untried system of sub- 
treasuries, or, in plain language, a Treasury bank. Sir, 
we find that the ex-President is not content with having 
dictated to the people whom they should choose to be his 
successor, but seems now determined to dictate to that suc 
cessor. I had hoped, Mr. Speaker, that, as the President 
had attained the summit of his wishes, he would kick from 
under him the ladder by which he had ascended, and take 
the dictates of his own judgment as the man of his coun- 
sel; but, sir, mortifying as it may be, we find the message 
the exact fuc simile of certain letters not long since ad- 
dressed to the editor of the Globe, and published in that 
print. 

Mr. Speaker, I shall not now undertake to discuss the 
sub-Treasury system; but, sir, I will say that, unfortunate 
as has been the result of former experiments upon the cur- 
rency, [am bound to believe that this new project must 
prove much more fatal, if adopted. It is not only caleula- 
ted to heighten the pecuniary distress with which the coun- 
try is now surrounded, by bringing discredit and ruin up- 
on all local banks, and all who are interested in them, or 
indebted to them, but will add tremendously to the patron- 
age of the Executive, which I think is already much too 
great. My friend from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] 
told us a few days since, in his answer to this argument, 
that he treated all such charges with ‘‘the most sovereign 
contempt.” Sir, let me tell that honorable gentleman that 
it is easier to dispose of some matters by treating them with 
contempt than in any other way. In what, sir, does Ex- 
ecutive patronage consist? I answer, in the power of ap- 
pointment and removal from office, and the disbursement 
of public moneys. The President would have the right to 
appoint and remove every officer who would have any thing 
to do with either the collection or disbursement of the pub- 
lic moneys, and consequently it would place directly under 
his control every dollar of the public revenue, and ‘thereby 
unite the sword and the purse of this great nation in the 
bands of a single individual. Sir, we have had a little ex- 
perience upon this point, in the removal of the public de- 
posites from the Bank of the United States; and with this 
accumulation of power the President might trample under 
foot the right of suffrage—the most sacred ever guarantied 
to freemen—and designate his successor with impunity, it 
he chose to follow the precedent already established. Sir, 
the liberties of this country were too dearly bought to be 
committed to the keeping of any one man, no matter hew 
pure and unsuspected he may be. ‘* Gold is corrupting,.” 
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and power is tempting. It can never be done, sir, with my 
consent. And, besides, as I humbly conceive, the public 
moneys would be much less secure. ‘I'he public revenue 
is to be taken from the custody of all banks, and commit- 
ted to the keeping of some ten or eleven thousand individ- 
uals, scattered throughout the United States. And, sir, 
although we have recently heard much said about the un- 
available funds of the Government, I venture to predict that, 
if this new experiment be adopted, we have not heard the 
last of it. We have had an item of this description, in the 
annual report of our Secretary of the Treasury, for many 
years; and I fear, sir, that under this new organization of 
that Department, it will not require a great while to add 
a much larger item to the account, from the failures and 
defalcations of sub-treasurers. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to remedy the evils which now 
afflict this country, I am for commencing the work where 
they originated. Let us, sir, in all due charity, instead of 
charging the whole of these misfortunes to the account of 
the people, at least charge one-half of them to the mal- 
administration of the Government ; and, although it is not 
recommended by the President, let us commence econo- 
mizing a little on the part of the Government, and set a 
praiseworthy example before the people. I have always 
heard it remarked that example was much more forcible 
than precept. Let us, sir, instead of creating a national 
debt, in order to keep up an extravagant and prodigal sys- 
tem of expenditures which has crept into the Government, 
commence the business of retrenchment and reform which 
was promised us a few years since, and adopt some meas- 
ure of general and permanent relief to the community as 
well as to the Government; and then, sir, and not until 
then, may we hope to see better times, and cease to hear 
the complaints that are now continually saluting our ears 
from the tens of thousands of honest, industrious citizens 
who have been thrown out of employment and reduced to 
beggary and ruin during this age of experiments. 

Sir, I deem it unnecessary to detain the House with any 
calculations to show the state of the Treasury, in order to 
prove that the passage of this bill is not required to supply 
a deficit in the Treasury, as contended for by the friends 
of the measure. It has already been shown to this House 
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conclusively, to my mind at least, that, by withholding the | 


fourth instalment of the surplus revenue from the States, 
and suspending certain appropriations for useless—nay, 
worse than useless—public works, exploring expeditions, 
&c., and thereby reducing the expenditures for the pres- 
ent year some fifteen millions of dollars, there would be 
ample means in the Treasury to mect all demands against 
it, without resorting to the expedient of issuing Treasury 
notes on the credit of the nation. And, sir, if this be 
true, would it not be an unpardonable outrage to heap 
upon the people another national debt, right upon the 
heels of the une just discharged? Sir, we have had theo- 
retical reform long enough; I think it is time we should 
begin to carry it into practice. But, on the other hand, it 
is urged that, after withholding the fourth instalment of 
the deposites from the States, and suspending the fifteen 
inillions of appropriations, there will still be, in any event, 
a deficit in the Treasury, which renders it indispensable 
that this bill should pass. And, sir, we are told that the 
Treasury is in actual want of those funds at this moment, 
and cannot perform its engagements for ten days without 
them. I cannot perceive, sir, how this can be; but if it 
be true, I, for one, say, so let it be. If the Government 
has actually brought itself to insolvency, and it be really 
necessary to borrow money to pay its expenses, let the 
truth come out, and let things be called by their right 
names. Sir, this bill is designed to practise a fraud upon 
the people, by borrowing money in such a form that they 
will not understand it, and thereby shield the Government 
from the odium of bringing itself from a surplus of forty- 
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five millions to bankruptcy in less than one year. If | 
were satisfied that there would really be a deficit in the 
Treasury, which would make it necessary to borrow money 
to enable the Government to perform its functions, I should 
certainly grant it; but, sir, I would prefer that it should 
be asked for in plain English in that form. I am oppose: 
to laying burdens upon the people in disguise. If they 
are to be taxed, let them understand it, and have an oppor- 
tunity to provide for it. 

But I am told, sir, that we do not borrow money or cre- 
ate a debt by the passage of this bill; that we only antici 
pate funds that are now unavailable. And, sir, is it not 
possible that a large amount of these unavailable funds may 
forever remain so!’ Is not the Government attempting to 
divorce itself from the deposite banks, and thereby to dis- 
credit and destroy them? And, should it so turn out, most 
unquestionably it will prove a debt to the nation. Bat, sir, 
in my opinion, this is all a fiction. I concur most heartily 
with the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mi 
Fitetcarr] in the opinion that there is not a dollar in the 
deposite banks, belonging to the General Government, that 
cannot be made available to the Treasury by another pro- 
cess, just as conveniently as by the measure now under 
Has not the Treasury, for months past, 
been making these funds available, by drawing drafts upon 
them, even when it was certain that they would be protest- 
ed by the banks? And I would like to know the differ- 
ence between a protested Treasury draft and a Treasury 
note bearing interest. The draft is good against the Trea- 
sury, with interest and charges of protest, and answers the 
holder every purpose that a note would. It enters imime- 
diately into circulation, and commands 4 premium on ac 
count of the exchange it affords. And, sir, while the Gov- 
ernment has these unavailable funds in the banks, the 
Treasury may make them an inexhaustible source from 
which to create funds by means of drafts. The Treasury 
may draw upon the very same fund five hundred times, and 


| the drafts may go the rounds, and come back upon the 


Treasury, and be paid out of the accruing receipts into the 
Treasury, and the fund still remain. Then, sir, where is 
the necessity of Treasury bills or notes? I can see none, 
and am, therefore, induced to believe this measure is pro- 
posed with no other object than to establish the precedent, 
and thereby make it the prelude to the great unfinished 
measure of the late administration—a Treasury bank ; an 
institution, in my humble opinion, more dangerous to the 
liberties of the people than a combination of all the Powers 
of Europe. But, sir, I will not at this time enter into a 
discussion of this great question. I will only pray God 
that | may never give my sanction to any measure calcu 
lated, in the remotest degree, to establish such an institu- 
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I fully concur with the honorable gentle- 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Ruger] in the opinion that 
the people expect, and have a right to demand at our hands, 
the adoption of some measure which will supply the coun- 
try with a national currency, which will answer as a me- 
dium of exchange between the different sections of the 
Union ; but T am unwilling that these exchequer bills shall 
constitute this national currency. I believe, sir, that it is 
as much the duty of the Government to foster and encour- 
age commerce as agriculture, or any other branch of indus- 
try: the prosperity of the one depends upon that of the 
other; and, sir, when we view society in all its ramifica- 
tions, we find the interests of all classes so intimately con- 
nected, that whatever affects one must inevitably affect all. 
The farmer, the planter, the manufacturer, and the me- 
chanic, are as much dependent upon the merchant as the 
merchant is upon them. And, although the merchants 
have been denounced with the bitterest epithets, and 
charged with being the authors of all the evils that now 
afflict the country—a most base and disgraceful attempt to 
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array one class of the community against another—there is 
not one sentence of truth in it, Sir, if you destroy the 
merchants, what will become of all the surplus produce of 
the country? Every cent’s worth over and above what 
every man can consume in his own family would prove a 
dead Joss to him, and consequently every spring to indus- 
try and enterprise would be cut off and destroyed. And, 
sir, under such a state of things, we must inevitably re- 
lapse back, in a short time, to the most perfect savage bar- 
barity. Indeed, sir, I look upon commerce us the main 
source and fountain from which all our prosperity and 
greatness flow. Where, sir, is an instance of a nation’s 
attaining to any distinction or greatness, where commerce 
has not been encouraged’? If there is one, it has escaped 
my observation. Why, then, should we not afford the 
facilities necessary to sustain this enterprising class of our 
citizens? It is a fact, universally conceded by all who 
know any thing of commercial operations, that the mer- 
chants do not bear the loss sustained for want of these 
facilities, and that it ultimately falls upon the laboring 
classes. It cannot be expected by any reasonable man 
that the merchants can buy and sell goods for nothing. 
They are compelled to make a moderate profit, and, con- 
sequently, all expenses incurred by them for want of proper 
commercial facilities, they must of necessity charge upon 
the goods, and ultimately the consumer pays it. So we 


discover that it is the laboring classes, ‘* the democracy of | 


numbers,” so much talked of in this House, whose inter- 
est demands a sound and uniform currency throughout the 
United States. \ 

The power of Congress to supply the country with some 
sort of national currency that is uniform throughout the 
Union, in order to assist the domestic exchanges of the 
country, I believe has been admitted, and even insisted 
upon, by every administration, from the foundation of the 
Government down to the last. The first charge which 
General Jackson ever preferred against the United States 
Bank was, that it had failed to fulfil the expectations of 
the people and the object of its creation, viz: to furnish the 
country with a sound and uniform currency ; but in this 
I think he was mistaken. ‘The present Chief Magistrate, 


however, ‘* with the lights now before him,” has determin- | 


ed that Congress has no such power. But, sir, I think he 
must have read through magic spectacles, and will have to 
read again. He surely will not be sustained by the repre- 
sentatives of the people in a position so unprecedented and 
absurd. 
gress not only has the power, but that it is our indispensa- 
ble duty, to supply the country with a national currency 
and medium of exchange, the question naturally arises, 
how is this to be accomplished? Did any man ever seri- 
ously believe that the commerce and trade of this great 
nation could be carried on by an exclusive metallic cur- 
rency? _ I answer, no; this question is too clear to admit 
of controversy. In the next place, sir, are the State banks 
able to furnish such acurrency? Of this [ shall leave 
every man to be his own judge; but, judging for myself, 
if there be any thing in past experience, I should say it is 


most clear and manifest they cannot. ‘Then, sir, the great | 


and important question comes up: What will accomplish 
this end? By one set of politicians, sir, a national bank is 
said to be the only institution capable of supplying this 
currency, and past experience is quoted as incontestable 


evidence in support of this position; while, on the other | 


hand, it is most vehemently denounced as both unconsti- 
tutional and dangerous to liberty. These, sir, are grave and 
weighty objections, if well founded; and, if any other 
means can be devised to accomplish this end, which will 
be free from constitutional objections and less dangerous to 
liberty, I will most gladly embrace it. And, sir, I concur 
with the honorable gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Ruett,] that, unless the country be supplied with such a 
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currency by other means, it will not take the people long 
to remove all constitutional scruples out of the way of a 
national bank. As for myself, sir, I do not believe that 
either of the objections to a national bank is well founded. 
I have never doubted the power of Congress to charter 
such an institution. But, if I had, I should consider my- 
self a most egregious bigot were I to set up my judgment 
against all the precedents on this point. Indeed, sir, I be- 
lieve this is a question that cannot now be raised with any 
propriety. It has been twice determined, after the most 
deliberate investigation by every department of this Gov- 
ernment, legislative, executive, and judicial. And I am 
one of those, sir, who believe that the constitution is as 
susceptible of being reduced to fixed and settled principles 
as any other law of the land. If it is forever to remain an 
unsettled text, and is to be one thing to-day, another to- 
morrow, and another again the next day, just to suit the 
whim and caprice of the powers that be, I think we had 
better surrender the instrument. We had better have no 
constitution, than to have it the mere creature of those in 
power, to administer as they may choose to understand it. 

And as to the other objection, I think it is equally futile 
Suppose we admit that the late Bank of the United States 
had been guilty of the greatest crime with which it was 
charged—that of intermeddling in elections, and using its 
| means to acquire political power. Sir, does that furnish 
| any argument why another should not be chartered, with 
| such guards and restrictions thrown around it as to prevent 
a recurrence of those evils? Most certainly not. We 
might with as much propriety say that, because the late 
| President of the United States interfered in the election of 
| his successor, and brought the power and patronage of his 
office into conflict with the freedom of elections, we ought 
therefore to abolish the Executive Department of this 
Government. Such an argument is absurd and prepos- 
terous. 

And, sir, I avail myself of this occasion to express my 
firm belief that a national bank, based upon correct princi- 
| ples, is the only institution capable of giving the country 

such a eurrency as is essential to its prosperity. And Iam 
| sustained in this opinion by this remarkable fact, that, dur- 
ing the space of about forty years, while such an instiiution 
| was in operation in this country, there was never, at any 
time, a material derangement in the currency, or pecuniary 
| distress ; and that, during the two short periods, comprising 
| only about eight years, in which the Government attempt- 
ed to do without one, we had an entire suspension of epecie 
| payments by all the local banks, and the deepest distress 
| and embarrassment in the pecuniary affairs of the country. 
| And, sir, although we have recently had it from high au- 
thority, and from different sources too, that a large major- 
| ity of the people of the United States are opposed to such 
| an institution, with due deference, sir, I must take the 
| liberty to dissent from that opinion. Upon the score of 
expediency, I am bound to believe there is an oyerwhelm- 
ing majority in itsfavor. And, sooner or later, humiliating 
| as it may be, the Government must return to it; and I hope 
the day is not far distant. 

The community, sir, and especially the commercial com- 

munity, who have been struggling against winds and tides, 
| and Government experiments, to sustain their credit and 

reputation, have borne their misfortunes with much long- 
| suffering aud forbearance. But, sir, the time may come 
when forbearance will cease to be a virtue. 

I am fully aware, however, that a national bank cannot 
now be established. We have had incontestable evidence 
of that fact this morning.* And, sir, even if there were a 
probability of its success, situated as 1 am, I would not 
presume to make the proposition. It is due to those who 
have more experience to take the lead in a measure of so 


7 








* Resolution adopted declaring it inexpedient to charter a national 
bank. 
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much importanee. But, sir, I am ready to act my part, 
whenever the subject may be presented. In conclusion, 
Mr. Speaker, I will only say that, for myself, I am perfect- 
ly satiated with new and untried experiments, and I hope 
and believe the country is so. 

Mr. HAMER had thought last night that the debate on 
this bill was closed; but it seemed that they had taken a 
fresh start that morning. He himself did not rise to make 
a speech, but briefly to throw out a few suggestions in re- 
ply to some things that had been thrown out by gentlemen 
in the course of the discussion. 

Some complaints had been made of the order in which 
the. business of the House had been brought before it. 


Gentlemen had urged that this bill ought to have been laid | 


aside, and that the bills to allow time to the deposite banks, 
and to postpone the payment of merchants’ bonds, should 
have been first disposed of, before the final action was had 
upon the present bill. Now, there were two reasons why 
that was not the proper course. 

The first was, that, so far as had been seen by the course, 
and gathered from the declarations of gentlemen in the op- 
position, they were opposed to all the measures brought 
forward; and hence it was but fair and reasonable that the 
friends of those measures should be allowed to select the 
order in which they should be brought before the House. 
That was one reason. 

The other was, that the Government ought to act, in 
regard to this matter, precisely as an individual would in 
similar circumstances. Suppose that he owed a thousand 
dollars, and was unprepared to pay it when called upon, 
and asked time of bis creditor; that creditor said he would 


give him time if he (the creditor) could raise it from any | 
other source—must not that creditor ascertain first whether | 


he could raise the amount of money before he could in- 
dulge him (Mr. H.) his debtor? That was precisely what 
they wanted to ascertain in the present case. They were 
first to ascertain whether they had the means of granting 
the indulgence proposed in the other two bills, before they 
could take upon themselves to do so. ‘l'his was fair and 
reasonable, and was the only perfectly proper course 


Now, in regard to the arguments advanced that morning | 


by the very able gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Fiercuen. ] 
uanecessary, and assigned his reasons. 


Why, the Government was now out of money, and wanted 
funds immediately. Which, then, was the most reasonable: 
for the Government to go into the market and force a sale 


of that claim, and the paper she holds against the Bank of | 
the United States, or to issue Treasury notes, and take | 


time to render that debt available, or collect it at maturity ? 
Was a forced sale advantageous, under any circumstances, 
either to an individual or to the Government? Certainly 
not. It is better, therefore, that the notes should be issued. 

Again: There was a large amount in the deposite banks, 
said the gentleman. Now, they heard that repeatedly be- 
fore, but did not every gentleman there know, that the 
amount in the deposite banks could not be commanded at 
that time? Nay, more: was it not insisted by gentlemen 
of the opposition, that that money should not be command- 
ed under one, two, or three years. 

What was another argument connected with this propo. 
sition? It was that they might issue Treasury drafts upon 
the banks, and suffer them to be protested, and circulated 
through the community, as now, instead of notes. Why, 
in the first place, they had heard from all quarters of the 
Union, that the Secretary of the Treasury had no right to 
issue drafis upon the banks, knowing they would be pro- 
tested. 
ference between those drafts now circulating and the Treas- 
ury notes they proposed to issue?) Where was the difference 
between drawing a draft upon a bank, which they knew 


Treasury Notes. 


That gentleman insisted that this bill was | 
He said they | 
should sell the claim upon the Bank of the United States. | 


But suppose he had the right, was there any dif- | 





[Ocr. 5, 1837, 


would not be paid, but would be protested and allowed to 
cireulate through the community upon the credit of the 
Government, and a Treasury note, which was to circulate 
exclusively upon the credit of the Government, and with 
the belief that the amount it represents will be paid the 
moment the banks are in a condition to pay? Now, if any 
gentleman was so astute as to be able to point out any di 
ference—not the metaphysical, but the practical, differ- 
ence—he would be glad to hear it. Both were certainly 
circulated on the credit of the Government. 

But it seemed that these notes, in the opinion of some 
gentlemen, were unconstitutional ; and then, from all quar 
| ters, they were told it was a loan—a loan in disguise 
Well, if it be a loan, did not the constitution expres-|; 
authorize the Government to borrow money for its needful 
wants? If it he a loan, as they admit it to be, and so Mr 
| H. admitted, in one sense, but not in the ordinary sense 
| in which a loan was understood—but if it were, the con- 
| stitution authorized them to borrow money whenever the 
| necessities of the country required them todo it. How 
| was ita loan? Why, it was just such a loan as he would 
make to an individual to whom he was indebted, and who 
| called upon him for a settlement, and he could not pay 
him, but gave him his note promising to pay him in a year 
In that sense, but in no other, was it a loan; but no on 
would so understand it. It was precisely that kind ot 
transaction too. Those who had claims upon the Govern 
| ment called for their money ; the Government had not got 

it, because the merchants and the banks could not pay her, 
| and what does she do? Why, give her notes, and say 
she will pay up at the end of a year. ‘This is a plain every 
day transaction between individuals. 

Again, it was said this bill would be a burden upon th: 
people. How a burden upon the people? He heard that 
complaint rung throughout the House, and he asked, how 
was it a burden upon the people? Did it propose any 
new tax upon them? Did it propose any levying of fresh 
burdens? Did it take any money out of their pocket? It 
they regarded the bill passed to withhold the fourth instal 
| ment of deposites with the States as furnishing the means 
to redeem these notes, in that way it wasa burden. But 
| nobody pretended that these notes were to be so redeemed, 
or to be redeemed at all, except when the deposite banks 
and the merchants paid up their debts. 

Gentlemen talked, too, a good deal about the people not 
understanding this. Mr. H. had a higher respect for the 
intelligence of the people. ‘They would understand it; 
they did understand it. 

Mr. PHILLIPS then took the floor, and commenced an 
| argument against the bill, but his remarks were cut off by 
| the arrival of the hour (half past 2) for the House to tak« 
its daily recess till 4 o'clock. 


| 





Evenine Sesston. 


The House then resumed the consideration of the ¢¢ bill 
| to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” being the sub- 
stitute reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. PHILLIPS resumed his remarks. He endeavored 
to prove that the most injurious effects bad resulted from 
the late measure of the Secretary of the Treasury in allow- 
ing a large amount of deposites to remain in several isola 
ted banks, while he withdrew nearly the whole sums de- 
posited with the banks on the seaboard. It was his opin- 
ion that much of the distress now existing in the commer- 
cial cities was to be attributed to that measure. He re- 
ferred to the prospects of the country for the ensuing year, 
and contended, that from the report of the Secretary, and 
the statements given in the House, if a balance were 
drawn, the amount of difference between the expenditure 
and receipts would not exceed two or three hundred thou- 
sand dollars. He would tell them frankly, that when he 
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came here his impression was, that the only practicable | 
relief was the creation of a Government loan, by which | 
our account with Europe could be speedily closed, or to | 
issue such kinds of Treasury notes as would be useful to 
the people ; and he thought that the payment of the fourth 
instalment of the deposites would be the means of distrib- 
uting these notes to the country. But that measure had 
failed, and with it a great portion of the ground for issuing 
these notes. 

It was his opinion that specie payments would not be 
resumed for the present, if the measures now before the 
House were adopted; and he also wished it to be known | 
that, in his opinion, the period of distress had not passed 
over. It still existed, and, under the present state of 
things, must increase. Some gentlemen had attributed 
the distress to over-trading ; but, although he would admit 
that might have had some influence, yet the great evil 
which they were called on to remedy was that of obstruc- | 
tion to our credit, both at home and abroad, and to restore 
the currency to its former state, and the banks to that con- 
fidence they enjoyed before the suspension of specie pay- 
ments. It was desirable that they should make the notes 
of the banks receivable for public dues; and, when they | 
had done that, they would have done all that was expect- 
ed from Government; for, when such notes were so re- 
ceivable, confidence would be restored, and nothing more 
would be wanting. 


| 


He could not vote for the bill to its | 
present amount ; and, if ‘Treasury notes were issued at all, 


rather than with interest. 
Mr. HOWARD said he would make a few remarks in 


| come from? 


reply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Purrutes,] | 


upon the point which had been very zealously pressed up- 


on the House by him. It was proposed to raise the money | 


which the Treasury wanted, by a sale of the bonds of the 
Bank of the United States, instead of issuing Treasury 
notes. As a financial measure, Mr. H. said, his under- 
standing was not convinced of its propriety, although he 
freely admitted that the gentleman from Massachusetts was 
much more conversant with such subjects than himself. It 
seemed to him that this plan of selling the bonds of the 
bank was urged upen the House with great pertinacity. 
During the discussion of the bill to postpone the fourth in- 
stalment, it was the policy of the opponents of that meas- 
ure to show that the Treasury had ample resources at com- 
mand, and the conversion of those bonds into cash was di- 
rectly in the track of the argument. But that matter had 
been decided, and the question now was merely whether 
the Government should use its own credit, or that of the 
bank, in order to raise funds. 

If the proposition to sell had been brought forward by 
the adversaries of the bank, and sustained upon the ground 
that it would be wise to part with the bonds for whatever 
they might bring, because the bank had not paid the first 
bond at maturity, it would have been an argument that he 
could understand. Mr. H. said he begged to imquire 


same set-off ; because the assignee of a bond would take it 
subject to all the equity which attached to it in the hands 
of the obligee. What would these bonds sell for at the 
tisk of being paid off in this manner? It was true that we 
might direct otherwise hy law ; but then it would be a harsh 
measure, deprive the bank of a privilege which belonged to 
every body else—that of paying its debts to the Govern- 
ment in such paper as was received from all other persens. 
If this course had been recommended by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, might it not have been deemed severe, 
and tending to embarrass the operationsof the bank? But 
to consider it strictly as a financial measure, what did it 
amount to! When we had to choose between using the 
credit of the Government and the credit of the bank, why 
should we prefer the latter? He admitted that the credit of 
that institution stood bigh, both in our own. country and 
Europe, and he had not the slightest wish to impair that 
credit. But it was not equal to that of the Government. 
Would the gentleman from Massachusetts contend for this? 
He apprehended not. But let us follow out the operation. 
Suppose the bonds put up for sale in New York. In 
what money would payment be required! In specie or 
notes of non-specie paying banks! ‘The existing laws fur- 
bade the reception of the latter, and specie must therefore 
be required. Where would six milions of dollars in specie 
It would be unwise to tempt the banks to 
bring it out of their vaults, in order tu purchase these bonds, 


| because the abstraction of such a quantity would retard a 

he would suggest the expediency of issuing them without, | 
gg I 

' 


resumption of specie payments, which all agreed in wishing 
to hasten. Would the hoards of individuals be brought out, 
and vested in these bonds? Perhaps they might, but they 
might more reasonably be expected to be enticed from their 
hiding places by Government securities. Even if the bonds 
should be thus sold, the currency of the country would re- 
main just as it now is, and no facility be afforded for dumes- 
tic exchanges, which was one great object of the present 
bill. ‘Treasury notes would be a valvable addition to the 
existing circulating medium, because they would enable 


| remittances to be made from one part of the country to 


from the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means | 


whether the first bond, which was due on the first of Oc- 
tober, had been paid! 


(Mr. Campnrevene replied, that no notice of its pay- | 
ment had been received, and that the Secretary of the | 


Treasury had been obliged to write to the president of the 
bank about it.] 

Mr. H. said it was generally reported that the bank 
intended to set off certain Treasury warrants or drafts 
which had been issued, in payment of the third instalment, 
to some State under the deposite act, into the correctness 
of which step he would not now enter, as it would lead 
him out of his way. 

The reason why he mentioned it at all was to show, that 
if the bank thought itself entitled to discharge the first bond 
in this way, it might think it just to pay the others by the 


| ping specie from the United States. 


| falling. 


another. The plan of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
on the contrary, just Jeft things as they were without moving 
a single inch towards the relief of the mercantile commu- 
nity. But it had been said that these bonds might be sent 
to England and sold there, and the specie brought here. 
This might be true. He would pass over the delay which 
must be experienced in the remittance, sale, and importa- 
tion of the specie, in order to call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to the singular situation in which 
this proposal placed him. Gen. Jackson had been severely 
censured by the opposition with interrupting the course of 
commerce and forcing exchange, by causing large importa- 
tions of specie; and here was a proposition to du the same 
thing, except as to amount. The only difference was, that 
Gen. Jackson imported thirty millions, and the gentleman 
proposed to import six. He was actually treading in the 
footsteps of General Jackson. But what would be the 
consequence of such an importation? The Bank of Eng 

land had become alarmed before, when it found its bullion 
reduced from eight millions sterling to between three and four, 
and had taken vigorous measures to prevent further loss, by 
discountenancing American bills and lowering the price of 
cotton, the consequence of which was a neces ity of ship- 
It had now regained 
its usual amount, and the price of exchange was ¢ adually 
Sut the sudden abstraction of a million sterling 
from London could not do otherwise than reproduce the 
alarm which had now subsided, or was subsiding, and 
thus we should have fresh trouble. But the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had also said that the Secretary micht 
draw bills of exchange upon the proceeds of these bonds, 
and thus bring down exchange. True, this could be done: 
and he would concur cheerfally with the gentleman in any 
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measure which could restore the par of exchange, and at 
the same time relieve our people from their domestic diffi- 
culties. But when the bills were sold, the same question 
arose as about the bonds. In what was payment to be re- 
ceived? It must of course be in specie, and nothing would 
be added to the currency as a means of making remittances | 
from one State to another. ‘This was the great advantage | 
which the present bill possessed over the amendment, and 
he should therefore adhere to the bill. 

Mr. ‘TOUCEY contended that the bill under considera- | 
tion was well adapted to the wants of the country, and | 
well calculated to afford relief to the Government and the | 
people; and that, if we attempted to draw the money from 
the deposite banks while they owe the Government, it will | 
force them to press their creditors, and add to the distress | 
of the community. The country stood in the relation of 
creditor te the banks and the merchants, and it was its | 
duty to deal with them in such manner as to afford the 
greatest relief to them. Jn relation to sending bonds 
abroad, he must say that he felt a great repugnance to 
sending them into a foreign market, to raise money upon | 
them to carry on the operations of the Government ;_be- 
sides, if they were sent abroad, it would have the effect of 
increasing our foreign debt, which now presses so heavily 
upon us. He supported the bill at some length, and | 
answered the arguments of the gentleman from Massachu- | 
setts in relation to the constitutionality of the measure. 

Mr. BELL said he had some reinarks to make upon the | 
bill, but he would decline doing so, if gentlemen were dis- 
posed now to take the question on the amendments; he 
would not stand in the way of the question being taken. 
After that, however, he desired to have the opportunity of 
addressing the House on the merits of the bill, and would 
then move to strike out the enacting clause for that 
purpose. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the gentleman to al- 
low the question to be taken on the amendment, and on 
the engrossment of the bill; and then he would have the 
opportunity of discussing the whole merits of the bill on its 
third reading. 

After a few remarks by Mr. WISE, the question was 
taken on the amendment of Mr. Ruxrrr, and it was re- 
jected. | 
~ Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert: 

** That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 
sell and transfer to the purchaser or purchasers the bonds 
or evidences of debt executed by the president, directors, 
and company of the Bank of the United States of Pennsyl- 
vania, for and in consideration of the stock held by the 
United States, in the late Bank of the United States, and | 
to apply the money arising from such sale and transfer in 
payment of any demands upon the Treasury: Provided, 
however, ‘That no sale and transfer of said bonds or evi- | 
dences of debt shall be made for a less sum than the nomi- 
nal amount of said bonds or evidences of debt exclusive of 
interest.” 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, called for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of this amendment; which were | 
ordered. 

Mr. PATTON then suggested an amendment to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, which he hoped the gentleman 
would accept as a modification, which was a provision di- 
recting the Secretary of the Treasury to draw drafts on the | 
deposite banks, for the balances due the Government, in 
favor of public creditors ; directing the Secretary also to re- 
ceive such drafts in payment of all dues to the Government. 
He explained his object to be to prevent the issue of Treas- 
ury notes, except in cases of very great emergency. He 
thought this tu be the proper course of proceeding, and 
took it to be extraordinary that the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means should not have brought forward 
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a proposition of this kind, when, on a late occasion, at the 
time a war with France was expected, that gentleman had 
brought forward a proposition to sell the stock in the Bank 
of the United States. Now, however, the gentleman had 


| left this proposition to be brought forward by a friend 


the Bank of the United States. He went into an argy- 
ment of some length in support of the proposition he had 
brought to the notice of the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD accepted of the gentleman’ 
amendment as a modification. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. The gentleman from Virgini 


{Mr. Parron] had referred to a period some years sinc: 


| when the country was upon the eve, or supposed by som 


of us to be on the eve, of a French war, when an amoun! 
of money was due from the Bank of the United States, and 


| which money the Committee on Foreign Affairs at that 


time (the same being actually due, and not then converte: 


| into bonds) supposed might be applied to the public emer 


gency. 

The gentleman had expressed great surprise that a 
friend of that bank should make this proposition now, ani 
that Mr. C. and others, who were so much opposed to th: 
bank, should oppose it. Now he had attributed to tha! 
gentleman a little more sagacity. He did not suppos 
that any gentleman opposed to the Bank of the United 
States would wish to adopt a proposition which, if adupt 


| ed, would compel them to alter the title of the bill und: 


consideration, and make it read, *‘ a bill for the benefit of 


’ 


What was the proposition but to sell the bonds of 1) 


| bank, with the endorsement of the United States upo: 
| their back ; thereby making them, in effect, the bonds ot 


the United States? And that the gentleman called « 


| divorce and separation of this Government from the Bank 


hed 


of the United States!’ They were to endorse the bonds 
of that bank, and then go into the market as merchant 
and sell them, with the endorsement of the United Stat: 
upon them. We might with equal propriety dispose ot 


the merchants’ bonds in the same manner. 


What, then, would be the next operation? Why, tha! 
the Bank of the United States would itself indirectly buy 


| them. Where were six millions of dollars to be raised 


Was there any capitalists in this country, or any associa 
tion of capitalists, or any institution, except the Bank ot 
the United States, that could, af the present crisis, pur 


| chase this stock? ‘There was not. The bank would have 
no competitor, and would itself purchase her bonds, not 


directly, but by an agent, who would pay for them 
by drafts on some banker in London, aided, perhaps, by 


| the Bank of Engiahd. They would be transmitted to 


London, and the bank would realize an immense profit by 
the operation. Mr. C. had no doubt that every friend of 


| the bank upon that floor would vote for the proposition, 


since it would put at least $100,060 (more, probably ball 


| a million) into the pockets of the stockholders of that in 


stitution. But how is it proposed to realize this amount ! 
When is itto be paid—where, and in what description ot 
money? In the mean time, where were the Governmen! 
debturs to procure money to pay their debts to the Govern 
ment? Or where was the Government itself to get the 
means of paying its current expenses in every quarter o! 


| the Union? Was any body to be benefited by such an 


operation? Nobody, but the Bank of the United States 
Mr. C. said there were two extremes to this proposition 


| for supplying the T'reasury with means. Before he would 


consent to put forth the bonds of the Bank of the United 


| States with the endorsement of the Government upon them, 


and then send them through the agency of the bank itse!! 
to England for disposal, he would infinitely prefer at onc 


| an issue of Government stock. It would be degrading to 


this country to issue its credit in the form of an endorse- 


‘ment. ‘Their credit was amply sufficient without any con 
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nexion with that of the Bauk of the United States. The 
proposition for stock was the extreme on one side. It 
would suit very well the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Frercuen.} It would suit very well the great capi- 
talists of this country who wanted to make investments. 
To them it would give relief, very great relief, and profit 
too; but let him tell the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that the merchants who owe their bonds to the custom- 
house, and others who have debts due them from other 
States, would not thank the gentleman. Neither would 
merchants in the West and Southwest, and in the interior, 
thank the gentleman for substituting a stock in place of 
supplying them with a medium of remittance to their cre- 
ditors in the Atlantic cities. An issue of stock was one 
extreme of the proposition. 

The other extreme was the proposition of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Rurrr,] to issue Treasury 


notes without interest. Mr. C. spoke not then of the | 


character of notes of that description ; but in effect it was 
best for our internal circulation. We had, however, bills 
before us, which would undoubtedly pass, postponing al- 
most all our Treasury receipts till the next year. There 
was danger, therefore, that such notes would become de- 
preciated. As Mr. C. said, when up before, he did not 
wish this Government to issue Treasury notes of any de- 
scription, in any form whatsoever, liable to depreciation. 
There was already an outcry throughout the country 
against depreciated paper. We had too much of it now; 
and the evil would be augmented, if the credit of the Gov- 


ernment should become depreciated. He was anxious to | 
guard against that event. For this reason, among others, | 


he had therefore come to the conclusion that it was better, 
taking all interests into consideration, to adopt the issue of 
Treasury notes bearing a moderate rate of interest. 

The beneficial effect of these notes would be felt from 
one end of the Union to the other. ‘Take the southwest- 
ern country alone. They would be paid out for the ex- 
penses of the Florida war, and for other expenditures in 
the interior. This would enable the merchants, through 
them, to liquidate their debts in the Atlantic cities. When, 
in the form of remittances, they reached these points, they 
would be paid into the custom-houses, or remitted abroad. 
‘The amount issued in the northeast, either for expenditures 
or to raise means for the Treasury, would also be in part 
purchased for remittances abroad. But the two gentlemen 
from Massachusetts, [Messrs Frercarr and Purxties,] or 
at least one of them, tell us that they will not be sent abroad ; 
and why? Because the certificates were not in duplicate! 
Why, sir, are certificates of bank and State stocks, of which 
millions are remitted to Europe, issued in duplicate? But 
these Treasury notes were payable in twelve months, and 
could not therefore be negotiated. Sir, what have we seen 
within a few months past? Have we not seen the twelve 
months’ bonds of the United States Bank remitted to Lon- 
don and sold there? Nay, have we not even seen the 
bonds of the Morris Canal Company—an institution, by 
the way, not of the most unquestionable credit—have we 
not seen even the bonds of that company remitted and sold 
abroad? Yet, sir, gentlemen tell us that five per cent. Treas- 
ury notes, issued by the Government ofthe United States, can- 
not be remitted to discharge any portion of our foreign debt! 

In conclusion, Mr. C. said he hoped the House would 
adopt such a measure as would go to maintain the credit 
of this Government, by authorizing the issue of Treasury 
notes with interest. ‘The sale of the bonds might be very 
profitable to the Bank of the United States. The issue of 
a stock might be advantageous to our banks and capitalists. 
The Treasury notes without interest would relieve our in- 
ternal trade from much embarrassment; but Treasury notes 
with interest would essentially afford relief to every part of 
the Union, and aid in equalizing our internal and external 
exchanges. 

Vor. XIV.—80 
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Mr. THOMAS thought it extraordinary that gentlemen 
should bring forward proposition after proposition to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue drafts on the 
banks, which would be bought up and thrown back on the 
hands of the Secretary immediately. It was well known 
that we must borrow money in some way or other, and 
this being the case, he took it that the better plan would 
be to have as many bidders as possible. The bank bonds 
could not be bought by any but large capitalists, while the 
Treasury notes could be taken up by every merchant; so 
that the simple question was, whether we should put those 
bonds in the market, which would command but few bid- 
ders, or whether we should put in the market the notes 
which every merchant in the country could take. He 
thought it perfectly plain that the notes would answer the 
best purpose. 

Mr. BOULDIN rose and addressed the House as fol- 
lows : 

Mr. Speaker : I will not detain the House with apologies 
for doing that which is the duty of every member of this 
House, as well as his privilege—I mean, to express his 
opinions to the House and to his constituents. I would 
not, however, trouble the House with any remarks of mine, 
were it not for what the honorable gentleman from New 
York, the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
{Mr. Campre ene, } had said in regard to those who might 
vote for this amendment. He said, sir, if I understood 
him, that any man who might vote for it, at the same 
time being a hearty opponent of the Bank of the United 
States, was wanting in sagacity. Sir, I mean to vote for 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, and also 
for the addition to that amendment offered by my colleague; 
and I thought I had sagacity enough to know that it will 
have no tendency to recharter that bank. If it has any 
such tendency, I would be glad to be informed how, and 
will go against it. The gentleman from New York has 
not shown how. He has shown that if any profit can be 
made, the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania will 
make it. This I knew. If there be any profit to be made 
of consequence, that bank, or some bank, or some capital- 
ist, or some association of capitalists, will make it. But 
that is not a recharter of the bank. 

Sir, I am against a bank of the United States, from 
the heart outward. I am not one of those who would have 
the constitution altered to allow one. I am not one of 
those who, while they are against a bank of the United 
States, will ransack new and old—heaven and earth—to 
find reasons to show we cannot do without one. I am op- 
posed to it on the ground of unconstitutionality, for rea- 
sons often urged, familiar, and not necessary to be repeated 
here. I am against it, because I am against privileged or- 
ders in this country. I am not willing to give any heart- 
less corporation the right and the power to raise the price 
of property to what it pleases, and depress it to what it 
pleases, without the consent, or even the knowledge of the 
owner. This corporation, the Bank of the United States, 
certainly had this power, and as certainly exercised it, by 
expanding or contracting its issues. Issue a great deal, 
property sells high ; contract a great deal, property sells for 
nothing, or next to nothing. Sir, I listened with the at- 
tention due to talent and character to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Sereranr,]} as I had opportunity for 
several days. I did so, with that pleasure that a display 
of talent always gives me. He spok with great earnestness 
of the condition of his constituents, who, it seems, are 
mostly merchants, and it made me feel more sensibly for 
my own. 

He spoke of their enterprise and perseverance, skill and 
success in trade, and I feel a pride in their character as cit- 
izens of my own country. Sir, I knew that they had ta- 
ken to themselves wings and flown to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, and over the most dreary and dangerous re- 
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gions of the sea. He said they were in great distress, and 
I was sorrowful to the heart that they should be so. I 
have inquired into ,the cause of that distress, and under- 
stand that, in a regular course of trade, they endeavored to 
purchase the produce of the farmer and planter—of my 
constituents, who are farmers and planters—at a price at 
which they could make a profit, and behold they made a 
loss, and were obliged to sell for half what they gave. If 
they had made a profit, as they anticipated, we should have 


heard nothing of their afflictions; they have made a hard | 


bed for themselves, and their faithful and talented repre- 
sentative argues, as I understand the effect of his proposi- 
tion, to have a United States bank, or, rather, the same 
one rechartered, to take his constituents off that hard bed 
and put mine on. Now, sir, I have regard for the mer- 
chants, as I have for all the citizens of the United States: 
buat when the question is simply, whether his constituents 


shall lie on this hard bed of their own making, or mine | 


shall; when the question is simply between his constituents | either his own, or as security for some one, who, let things 


| go on gradually, could pay. 


| ten per cent. discount on the transfer of a note from one 
Sir, I have listened to the various arguments coming from 


and mine, which shall be in affliction, I prefer mine should 
not be. 


a certain large portion of this House, friends of a bank of 
the United States, and they appear to resolve themselves 


whereby a man might be saved,” excepting only by and 
through a bank of the United States! Sir, if I believed 
that it would relieve the people, or even the merchants, and 
not hurt the other people, and was not unconstitutional, I 


should be greatly tempted to go for it; for it gives me pain | 
But, sir, I cannot believe it will relieve | 


to see any sufler. 
the people in general, or fail to ruin a vast proportion of 
them—whatever it may do with the merchants. 

Its paper, truly, might enable the merchants to pay their 
debts in Europe. But how? By restoring specie pay- 
ments. And how is this to be done when there is, propor- 
tionally to the engagements now due, or to become due short- 


ly, from the banks and their customers, scarcely any specie | 


in the country? Sir, it must be by substituting the paper 
of the United States Bank for that now in circulation. 
How can they pay specie without reducing the quantity of 
paper circulation? This might enable’ the merchants to 


States; and probably would, if they be prudent, without 
trouble. But what would become of my constituents? Sir, 


they would be put upon the hard bed, and those of the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SxrcEeant] be taken 
off it. Mine would be sold out, instead of his, to raise 
this specie—to make a currency to pay debts abroad. To 
make a fit currency for a man to travel from one eid of the 
world to the other without suffering discount, wearing their 
pockets out with specie, or be troubled with changing notes. 
Sir, my constituents owe no debts abroad beyond seas, and 
few of them travel beyond their own credit; much fewer 
beyond the credit of their own bank paper. Why, then, 


themselves out ? 
the people that banks, such as we have them, were created. 
They were made by their agents, and they with their love 
of peace and order submitted, and submit to it. 

The people were then compelled, by the laws of the 
United States, to make their contracts, in effect contrary to 
the constitution of the United States, and to that of every 
State, in paper. Sir, the contracts, whether cash or cre- 
dit, are all in paper prices. If you have your gold, and I 
have my paper, and you bid and I bid, my paper fixes the 
price, unless the paper is above par with the gold. All 
contracts, executors’ bonds, guardians’ bonds, and all, are 
in paper valuation; and, while a man has money out on 
loan, and thinks himself safe, he may be sold out; his bed 
May be sold from under his wife, to pay off some security 
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debt in gold and silver, for a debt contracted as security for 
some prudent man possibly some twenty years since ; and 
which debt, when contracted, was contracted in paper. Or 
it might possibly be, as security for some guardian of an 
infant, having the utmost confidence in the prudence of the 
guardian, as well as of his solvency and integrity, who 
might be himself a money lender, and who, with the con- 
seut of the security, had received the sales of produce on 
property, all at paper prices; and, however worthless and 
extravagant the ward might be, the guardian and security, 
both money lenders, both prudent men, might be sold out 
to, raise specie, if suddenly called upon, to make a better 


| currency, or, for other reasons, just as this ward came of 


age. A public creditor, in order to get his money in Uni- 
ted States Bank notes, liable neither to discount nor over- 
burden a man, to the amount of a thousand dollars, may 
and will find, in many instances, his bed sold from under 
him to pay some other contract, made perhaps years ago, 


Many a man, to save five or 


distant State to another, would have me vote for a United 


| States bank, when, were I to doit, and mine were the cast- 


| ing vote, it would, for other contracts made at paper prices 
into this, ‘*there is no other name given under heaven | 


and resolved into specie settlements, now when there is a 
great debt beyond the seas, sell the bread out of the mouths 
of his children. I think I know a case of this sort. Sir, 
I am against selling the people out in this way, either by the 
help of a bank of the United States, or without it, in order 
to make a better currency for merchants and travellers, or 
for the next generation. 

As to banks, I never would have originated them, and 


| would get rid of them all, if I could do so without ruining 


the people or greatly injuring them. 


They came on grad- 
ually. Let them go off gradually. 


If one lose five per 


| cent., and another the like, until the bank note is lost, it 


does not press as hard as for one to lose all and be sold out. 
Let them go off by depreciation by degrees, as it came on 


| by appreciation by degrees. 


Sir, I view a bank of the United States, compared to a 
State bank, as a royal Asiatic tiger to a cat. The same in 


| species, nature, and manner of doing mischief; differing 
pay their debts in bank notes of the Bank of the United | 


only in the power. They have, generally, as far asI have 
looked into their charters, this other odious exclusive privi- 
lege. The property of the stockholders is exempt from ex- 
ecution by a creditor or a bank, while a co-partner of a mer- 
cantile company, or an individual, is liable in his property 


| to the last cent, and his body liable to be incarcerated, put 


in prison. This, then, may happen: a stockholder in one 
of these banks may buy your whole estate, worth one hun- 


dred thousand dollars, and take possession of it and hold, 


and, together with his brethren who may have done the 
like with others, declare the bank broken, taking care to 


| have no tangible property, and leave you with their notes. 
; You cannot touch them or their property. 
should they, or I for them, take steps that will redyce all | 


their paper contracts to specie settlements, and thus sell | 
Sir, it was against the wish and will of 


Nay, worse, 
the one that bought your property and holds it in defiance 
of you, may, with one of the notes of this bank, have 
bought your bond for a thousand dollars, more or less, and 
put you in jail for it, and, sir, walk at large himself. Sir, 
they have, at this time, the hitch upon us: not we upon 
them. Much as I dislike such exclusive privileges and 
monopolies, and unjust advantages, I am not willing to 
sell the people’s beds from under them for the benefit of 
one of them, to the exclusion of all the rest, or to spite 
them all by requiring settlements of paper contracts now 
in existence, at specie prices, now when there is none in 
the country, or next to none. Sir, I understand that, in 
a very short time past, forty millions have been laid out 
in land in the wilderness; that, clear of interest on the 
purchase money, will not yield forty cents profit to the pre- 
sent holders in forty years to come. That something like 
fifty millions are logt on the last crop of cotton, and pro- 
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portionally in tobacco and rice, amounting, in the whole, 
to something like one hundred millions. ‘This, of itself, 
has created a great debt abroad, and a consequent demand 
for specie at this time, and must put our banking institu- 
tions to much difficulty, im relation to specie, without any 
thing else. Authorized as they are to issue three or four, 
or more times as much in notes as they have specie in their 
vaults, it is obvious, if they do any profitable business, and 
are tried by their ability to pay debts on demand in specie, 
they are broken from the first. Their solvency, in that 
view, depends on the accidental circumstances of their 
creditors all coming at once. If too many do not call at 
an unlucky time they can pay in specie ; otherwise not: 
so that our security depends wholly, in good times or bad 
times, upon the accidental circumstance of all their credi- 
tors, or even of less than a moiety of them, calling upon the 
banks all at once. When, then, there is such a demand 
for specie to pay this great debt abroad, and when there is 
one great corporation with such vast resources, still cling- 
ing to the name of Bank of the United States, endeavor- 
ing to convince us by all possible means—I will say all 
proper means—that she alone can keep on a good curren- 
cy: and when there is a powerful party fully persuaded, 
and by all laudable means endeavoring to show that this | 
administration has produced, and is producing, confusivn | 
and mischief in all our fiscal concerns, is it strange that so | 
many should call at once that these banks cannot pay specie 
for their notes? Certainly it is not; and the people do not | 
consider it strange. Their notes, in their respective dis- 
tricts, will buy more property than specie would have | 
bought last year. ‘This shows the people are not surprised | 
or alarmed at the fact of their stopping payment of specie. 
Yet, we are told by gentlemen that there is great distress, | 
and it is intimated that there is no relief but by a bank of 
the United States. Where is the distress? What is it? 
These land speculators and merchants have bought at high 
prices and sold at low prices. They have often bought at 
low prices and sold at high prices, and have stopped pay- 
ment, and the banks stopped paying specie, but not making | 
money by shaving the people. ‘Travellers are pestered | 
with shin-plasters ; yet, the bulk of the people are yet un- 
hurt, except by the dread that, by a bank of the United 
States being created, or in some other way, their paper con- 
tracts will be forced to be adjusted in specie, and thus sell 
their property for little or nothing, as was done in 1818, 
1819, and 1820, and to make a nice currency. Sir, the 
Bank of the United States then made it, but how and at 
what expense? It was my hard fortune to tuste some of | 
the bitter fruits of relief then offered and now offered, by 
a bank of the United States. Having encouraged specu- 
lation in that day, as banks have done in this day, so much | 
that the president was so disapproved of that he was dis- | 
missed and another one chosen, that bank began to make | 
a good currency ; such an one as is now offered us, having | 
less specie than almost any other bank of any credit in her | 
vaults; but, backed by the Congress of the United States, | 
and the receipts of the revenue of the United States, to the 
amount of some twenty or more millions, she required all 
other banks, but herself, to pay specie, needing not to do 
it herself except nominally, because she had the receipt and | 
disbursement of the revenue. Her stock stood at something | 
like a hundred and fifty ; and that of a bank, having more | 
specie, and under better management, sunk to sixty. Then | 
it was, sir, that, the State banks being called on to resume 
specie payments, which could be done in no way but by 
drawing in their own notes to give place fur some few in | 
proportion of the United States Bank, I tasted the full, 


} 


lief than I did—then it was that I myself enjoyed a por- 
tion of the relief now offered by the Bank of the United 
States and its friends, having just before purchased proper- 
ty, land, at the previous paper prices. ‘To make a good 
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currency for travellers and merchants, the relief I obtained 
was that I found infinite difficulty of getting either specie 
or paper to meet these engagements. Others of my friends, 
prudent but less fortunate, had their property sold out en- 
tirely to meet engagements which were as prudent and 
circumspect, but for this relief, as coul! well be. Then it 
was that a vast proportion of the land owners on the Roan- 
oke, from the mountains to the ocean, were relieved of the 
further trouble of their estates which had been in the hands 
of them and their ferefathers for ages before. Soine had 
bought an advancement for a child; some owed a small 
store debt ; some one small matter and some another, noth- 
ing unusual; when this relief came and they enjoyed the 
whole benefit of it by being, with their families, turned 
adrift upon the world, to make a good currency for others. 
Sir, a traveller is a good deal plagued to change his money, 
and it is very comfortable to have money that is not heavy 
and will pass any where if convenient. It is not so wor- 
derful, considering the nature and frailty of man, that such 
men should be willing to give every thing up to the con 
trol of a bank of the United States for convenience. A 
man goes to a certain place hereafter, which from all ac- 
counts is not desirable for convenience, still he cannot deny 
himself the present gratification to avoid the distant but 
great evil before him. Interest never carried a man there ; 
but what think you, sir, of a man who has no occasion to 
travel, no debts beyond the seas, nor out of his neighbor- 
hood, no debts at all; suffering all these privations and sac - 
rifices, availing himself of this kind of relief, and beggar- 
ing his whole family and his neighbors? ‘This may hap- 
pen toa man out of debt. There are few who have not 
been guardian or executor, administrator or security, for 
some of them who may, though ever so prudent, be called 
on to suffer this kind of relief. I cannot speak for days, 
I leave statistics to periodicals, and details to those who 
may choose to indulge in them; but I submit to you, Mr. 
Speaker, whether the previous banks that have been char- 
tered, and especially the Bank of the United States, have 
not taken the people rather by surprise! Whether the 
people have not, when they were informed that one was 
contemplated, generally refused to elect men who went for 
them? I will not assert that this is true in every case, but 
I believe it to be true generally. 

‘lo come more closely to the amendments now under 
immediate consideration. Having said enough, I hope, to 
satisfy any one that I have not only voted and spoken hith- 
erto against a bank of the United States, but am against it, 
I have little veneration for our banking institutions of any 
sort. I will now come more closely to the consideration of 
the amendments immediately before us. Sir, I said, a few 
days ago, that I preferred to make sale of these bonds due 
for the stock of the Bank of the United States, as a means of 
raising money, but did not think there was any chance to 
get it through this House. [am for it still; [am for getting 
clear of all the money in the Treasury not necessary. | 
want as much there as is necessary and no more. I want 
the administration to have its constitutional patronage and 
no more. 

Sometimes, it seems, we have millions on millions ; then 
we have none; which is it, sir! If these bonds are of no 
value, let them go; do not tantalize us with them as means. 
If our deposites in the State banks are of nv value, let us 
know it; if they are, let us use them. They are certainly 


| considered as of value; for the bill to withhold the payment 


of the fourth instalment put every State in the Union, as it 
appears to me, in a state of duress but afew days ago. The 


| money being, in any way, under the control of the Execu- 
no, sir, not the full, for others got greater benefits and re- 


tive to such an amount is dangerous in the extreme. The 
mere supposition that it is there, should it not be really 
there, is capable of producing all this duress and confusion. 
Let us in some way get clear of it if we have it, and of the 
mischievous delusion if we have it not. If we sacrifice some 
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of it, it is the people's own money, and they can better bear 
this sacrifice than the sale of their property, or taking more 
money out of their pockets. 

I have said nothing, sir, in regard to the particular mer- 
its of the bill, but only of some of the amendments, and 
have availed myself of this opportunity to throw out some 
of my opinions generally in regard to the means of relief 
from the present difficulties. I will go a very little further, 
and trouble the House no longer. In my opinion, the 
whole difficulty arises from our having, or having. had, or 
having supposed we had, and still supposing we have, too 
much money in the ‘Treasury. Remove this, und all is sim- 
ple and easy. 

I agree perfectly with the -President of the United 
States in believing we have nothing to do in providing a 
curreney, further or other than as the constitution literal- 
ly mentions. That instrument fixes a standard to be used 
when debtor and creditor come to points, and cannot agree 
as to what the debt shall be paid in. ‘lhe debtor can 
get clear by offering, and the creditor can require, if he 
pleases to do so, the specie which is the standard. Con- 
gtess cannot add to nor take from this privilege, in regard 
to either. Every law about money, without saying more, 
refers to specie only. Every judgment; every execution 
for money, without any thing more said in relation as to 
that point, is for specie of course. ‘The Treasurer and Sec- 
retary of the Treasury have by the constitution the control 
of the money belonging to the United States to a great ex- 
tent. You may shelter them by authorizing them to place 
the money in this or in that bank. But you cannot make 
them more responsible. 

I heard, sir, a great man, I admit him to be so, proving 
that somehow the notes of a bank which did not pay specie 
were paper money, but that the notes of a bank that paid 
specie at the pleasure of the holder, were not paper money. 
The notes of banks last year were not paper money! The 
notes of the same bank this year are paper money! Yet 
the same notes this year will buy more property than the 
specie they promised to pay, had it been got, would have 
bought. Paper money this year, then, is better than specie 
last year. Make a law directing the officer to place his 
money in a specie paying bank ; it is grounded on distrust 
of the officer. If he be not honest, I say it shelters him; 
for he may take witnesses, and demand specie for perhaps 
a note of one hundred dollars, and get it, and then 
deposite tive hundred thousand under the law, and he 
and the bank may divide it in specie, and stop specie pay- 
ments. 

There is no getting round it. Put the money in an iron 
chest, and who is to keep the key? Defend it with bayo- 
nets, and who is to keep the bayonets off it? There is no 
way to keep such vast sums safely out of the hands of the 
immediate owners. 

But stick to the simplicity of the constitution. Collect 
money for the only legitimate object for which you have 
the right to collect it. Let the law call for money, and 
nothing more; and direct money to be paid, and noth- 
ing more—I mean, naming the amounts, to whom pay- 
able, &c. 

If the public creditor demand specie, by the constitution 
he must have it. If he should not, the collecting officer 
being, as he should alwavs when he can be, the disbursing 
officer, the thing is settled naturally and easily in the usual 
way, in any money that is current at the time. How sim- 
ply and easily this thing is exemplified in the case of sher- 
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iffs, constables, and such like officers in the collection of | 


private debts, and the revenue of some of the States. Very 
little money is lost in their hands. None are very jealous 
of their power and station. ‘Ten times the amount of the 
proper revenue of the United States is thus collected of pri- 
vate claims and demands, with very little loss in the course 
of the year. 
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All these judgments and executions, &c., er scarcely 
with any exception, are for gold and silver, and yet they 
produce little or no difficulty or alarm. And why, sir? It 
is, that there is a creditor, or plaintiff, watching and ready 
to receive his debt in any current money, and specie is not 
either demanded, or expected to be demanded. So it always 
has been, and will be, with the Government, when it had 
no more money than it needed, and did not attempt, by 
bank or otherwise, to regulate the currency. If the Gov- 
ernment have a little more than it can immediately pay out, 
and lose some by depreciation or otherwise, it will be but 
small in all probability, and they ought to lose it, as others 
are liable to do. As to large surpluses either here, or lodged 
about among the States, [ would as soon undertake to ad- 
minister medicine to the dead as to produce a cure for the 
evil effects while the fact remained. 

These operations, sir, are simple and easy in my esii- 
mation ; but let the sheriffs and constables, banks and the 
like, undertake to regulate the currency and demand spe- 
cie, and insist upon it whether the creditor or debtor want- 
ed either to receive or to pay it or not, you would have 
trouble enough. No man would venture to inflict this 
generally, Few men fail to adjust these things to the sat- 
isfaction of the people if possible. It is only in a round- 
about way through a bank, as it was done in 1819-’20, 
and about that time, that this cruelty can be extensivel; 
inflicted. 

To conclude, then, sir, I will vote for the sale of these 
bonds, or any other funds belonging to the United States, 
with a view of getting clear of all surpluses, real or sup- 
posed. I want to square off. The more we are entangled 
with or without money, the more likelihood there is that 
we may at last have to open the doors to this bank, which, 
with its old name and old propensities, is just at the thresh- 
old, waiting for a chance to enter. It has been often said 
that that bank makes no application here at this time, but 
waits for the proper time. And when is the proper time ' 
Just, I suppose, when it has thrown so many difficulties, 
and obstacles, and arguments, and objections in the way 
of every thing we can propose or offer that we are willing 
to callon them. They do not bring in any bill truly, but 
they endeavor to drive out all bills until some one shall 
bring that in. It appears to me impossible that a man 
should not feel himself besieged here by that corporation 
from year to year. It has been the case ever since I came 
here. The stages were broken down, and wrapping paper 
reduced in price from four cents a pound to three, with 
melancholy and alarming representations of evils that never 
have happened. I have voted for measures, I expect again 
to vote for measures I do not altogether like, for fear that, 
at last, that institution should be rechartered, which I view 
as injurious to the whole Union, and particularly destruc- 
tive to the prosperity of the South. Sir, why is it that 
New Orleans, exporting, as she does, an amount of pro- 
duce far more than any one State in the Union, even than 
New York, should not be able to import directly any thing 
worth speaking of from abroad! It is not because she 
wants currency, either in paper or specie; she has that 
which is better than either—cotton, that will buy any thing 
in any market. I cannot but believe that it is owing to 
the concentration of moneyed capital produced in the 
North by the former Banks of the United States, trading 
upon that which is our own money, (for cotton, tobacco, 
and rice amount to eighty out of one hundred millions, 
and in that proportion of all the exports of the whole Uni 
ted States,) the profits from which must pay for all the 
imports, if they are exer paid for, into the United States 
in that same proportion ; and these banks must have been 
the cause, in some degree, if not mainly, of that unnatural 
and apparently unaccountable fact. 

After Mr. Bovupin had concluded, the House .d- 
journed. 
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Fripar, Octoser 6. 


BILL TO EXTEND THE OPERATION OF CER- 
TAIN ACTS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. THOMAS suggested the calling up of the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary as to continuing 
in operation certain laws until the end of the next session 
of Congress. This bill had been referred to a Committee 
of the Whole, and Mr. Tuomas moved to discharge 
that committee, and to take up the bill in the House. The 
motion prevailed. 

The bill being before the House, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to recommit the bill to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to enumerate in | 


the act the titles of the different laws to which it had allu- 
sion. Motion lost. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time this day. Ata subsequent hour, this bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
Senate for concurrence. 


FLORIDA WAR. 


The House then proceeded to the unfinished business of 
the morning hour, which was the consideration of the fol- 
luwing resolution submitted by Mr. Wise on the 19th of 
September : 

‘*Resolved, ‘That a select committee be appointed by 
ballot to inquire into the cause of the Florida war, and into 
the causes of the delays and failures, and the expenditures 
which have attended the prosecution of that war, and into 
the manner of its conduct, and the facts of its history gen- 
erally ; that the said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and that it have power to sit in the 
recess, and that it make report to the next session of Con- 
gress.” 

Mr. GLASCOCK had meved to amend the foregoing 
resolution, by striking out all after the word ‘* Resolved,” 
and insert the following : 

‘* That a select committee be appointed to inquire into 
the cause of the Florida war, and the causes of the extra- 
ordinary delays and failures, and the expenditures which 
have attended the prosecution of the same, and all the facts 
cunnected with its history generally ; and that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers.” 

The question immediately pending was the motion of 
Mr. Howanrp to strike out the words ‘‘ that a select com- 
mittee be appointed,” and insert ‘that the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed.” 

Mr. LOOMIS, ot New York, who was occupying the 
floor when this subject was last up, and interrupted by 
the orders of the day, resumed his remarks, and said 
that, when this matter was last under consideration, he 
had commenced some observations in vindication of his 
predecessor, [Abijah Mann, jr.,] from the censures cast 
upon him by the gentleman from Virginia. He had char- 
acterized the attack made upon his predecessor, six months 
after occurrences had transpired, and when the circum- 


stances of the parties had entirely changed, as extraordi- | 


nary, and, in his view, entirely unjustifiable ; and he was 
about proceeding, when interrupted, to show that no cen- 
sure could be imputed to his predecessor, even from the 
statement of the gentleman from Virginia himself. He 
was well aware that he might leave the character of his 
predecessor to its own vindication wherever it was known ; 
and if he had not some observations which he wished to 
submit on another branch of the subject, and more directly 
pertaining to its merits, he should have contented himself 
to let this matter rest where it was, after so long.a lapse of 


time; but he would show, in a few words, that no cen- | 


sure was imputable to the majority of that committee, or 
the individuals who had been designated. ‘The gentleman 
from Virginia had prefaced his charges by a statement, 
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made with all the emphasis of manner which peculiarly 
distinguish his remarks, by announcing to the House that 
he was about to make a statement never before communi- 
cated to this House or to the country, and the substance 
of that communication was, the manner in which the re- 
ports of the majority and minority of that committee had 
been made up. And how was it? Why, sir, stripped of 
its coloring, and stated in brief space, it was, in sum and 
substance, that the members of the majority had furnished 
their chairman—the individual of their party first named on 
the committee—with their separate views, to be embodied 
into.a report, and Mr. Mann had, in addition, furnished 
his notes of the proceedings and evidence before the com- 
mittee ; and this chairman of the majority, instead of per- 
forming the labor of embodying these views in the form of 
a report, had entrusted them to their clerk, to be arranged 
and reduced to form. Now this was the whole substance 
of the charge announced to the House with so much so- 
lemnity, and upon which the answer imputed by the gen- 
tleman was grounded. Was there any thing censurable 
or extraordinary in this? Was there any thing which 
should call down the indignation of this House, or of the 
community, as might be inferred from the remarks made 
by the gentleman froin Virginia ? 

The offence particularly imputed to his predecessor was, 
that he had actually furnished the notes he had taken of 

| the proceedings, as a member of the committee, to assist 
in making out the report of the committee. 

(Mr. Wise interrupted Mr. L., and said that was not 
the pith of the charge against the gentleman’s predecessor. 
The charge was that he denied that he knew the con- 
tents of the report until it was read in the committee; and 
Mr. Pearce himself had said it was Mr. Mann who fur- 
nished the offensive matter for the report. ‘The charge 

| against the gentleman’s predecessor was that he was guilty 
| of falsehood. } 

Mr. L. resumed, and said from the estimation in which 
the character of Mr. Pearce appeared to be held by the 
gentleman from Virginia, as exhibited in his former re- 
marks, he should hardly suppose that he (Mr. W.) would 
introduce him (Mr. Pearce) as a witness against any one. 

(Mr. Wise. Well, I do confess I would not place 
much reliance on Dutee J. Pearce.) 
| Mr. L. resumed. He did not understand the gentleman 
| from Virginia, either formerly or now, to say that Mr. 
| Pearce told him that Mr. Mann knew the contents of the 
| majority report; but he understood it that the gentleman 
| inferred that fact from the circumstance that Mr. Pearce 
| told him that Mr. Mann furnished the notes from which 
the offensive matter was taken. If he was mistaken in 
| this, he desired to be corrected and set right. The testi- 
mony did justify the inference, and he could see no im- 
| 











propriety whatever in that circumstance ; he considered it 
the duty of every member of the committee to give his 
views to the member who drew up the report, and to fur- 
nish his notes of the proceedings also, if use could be made 
of them. It had appeared that the majority had not sign- 
ed the report as drawn, but had amended it by striking 
out parts of it, to make it meet the concurring views 
of the six individuals who composed that majority. This 
was to have been expected, and the report of the mi- 
nority shared no better fate. ‘That was drawn by the 
gentleman from Virginia himseif, and his colleagues had 
declined signing it, as he understood the gentleman to 
say; and, finally, the gentleman from Virginia alone, be- 
ing the minority of the minority, and one out of the nine, 
had drawn up and signed his report alone. This report, 
| the gentleman had informed the House, he wrote with his 
own hand, crossed the /’s and dotted the 7’s himself, and 
he (Mr. L.) presumed that he agreed to it unanimously. 

I have done with this branch of the subject, and have 
said more perhaps than was necessary to say upon it. 
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With respect to the resolution and the amendment be- 
fore the House, there was one part of it which Mr. L. 
considered objectionable. It was that part which gave to 
the proposed committee power to send for persons and 
papers. 
sessed, and which, in his opinion, ought never to be 
entrusted to a committee, except in cases of clear necessi- 
ty. Nosuch necessity was shown in this case. 
a power very liable to abuse: and though it was not to be 
expected that a committee he House would sanction 
any abuse, yet he thought tuat prudence dictated to the 
House to reserve to itself these extraordinary powers, un- 
less a case of necessity was presented. It would be time 
enough to grant such a power when a committee should 
inform the House that they had sought information of 
some person who had refused to disclose it. Does any 
one doubt but that the Secretary of War would disclose 
any fact or circumstance within his knowledge, that a 
committee might require, without being called up as a 
witness and sworn? § Or would any officer in the service 
refuse to answer any communication from a committee? 
The resolution before the House embraced a wide range. 
It would be almost matter of necessity under it to seek 
information from the officers now engaged in carrying on 
that war. The commanding general and all his officers 
would, by this resolution, be subject to be called here 
to testify before this committee. 

This war had already undergone several partial investi- 
gations before courts martial and courts of inquiry. A 
great amount of evidence had been taken relating to it, 
and large sums expended—thousands upon thousands—in 
eliciting facts. ‘There was now no charge of any conceal- 
ment by any person; and he (Mr. L.) was averse to in- 
stituting a tribunal to try the comparative merits of the 
several officers who had been engaged in that service. 
The difficulties attending the prosecution of that war, and 
which had produced so much delay and expenditure, had 
been explained by several gentlemen in this very debate. 
We had been told of the great extent of wilderness, of the 
swamps and everglades, impenetrable to the whites, in 
which the savages concealed themselves. We had been 
told of the difficulty of transporting the necessaries of war, 
and, above all, of the sickly and unwholesome climate. 

These were, doubtless, the true causes; but he (Mr. 
I.) was not averse to an investigation, but he preferred it 
should be in the ordinary mode, and by the Military Com- 
mittee, as moved by the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. L. concluded by moving to strike out that part of 
the resolution which gives power to send for persons and 
yapers. 

The CHAIR said this amendment would not now be in 
order until the amendment pending was disposed of. 

Mr. GLASCOCK then modified his amendment, by in- 
serting the following: ‘* except such as may be engaged at 
the time in the service.” 

Mr. WISE suggested to the gentleman that, as the 
House was to adjourn on Monday week, the commit- 
tee should have power to sit during the recess, and not 
have the investigation confined to ten days. 

Mr. GLASCOCK replied that it would be continued at 
the regular session of Congress. 

Mr. WISE hoped that, as the session was now to close 
in about eight days, that gentleman would also consent to 
incorporate in his amendment the power to sit during the 
recess. 

Mr. W. went at some length into the exposure of the 
indisposition of the majority in the House in relation to 
the proposed investigation. He saw very plainly that the 
same state of things existed now as ever before. The 
leopard would as soon change his spots (said Mr. W.) as 
this House will change its determination to do nothing to- 
wards exposing the corruption of this Government. 


This was a high power which this House pos-, 


It was | 


As to the old matter, with regard to the committee o{ 
investigation, so often alluded to, Mr. Wise said he shou|d 
not touch upon it again; but he would remark that the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Loomrs] had given abun. 
dant evidence of his fitness to succeed Abijah Mann. ‘T, 
show, by a single fact, indisputably proved, that frauds 
and corruption have attended this Florida war, Mr. Wis; 
produced and read the following papers : 


‘*Sreupenviti_E, Onto, October 1, 1837. 

| «* Dean Srn: The enclosed letters will sufficiently ex 

| plain their object, without the addition of many remarks 0) 
my own. 

** On my arrival at Wheeling, a few days ago, on duty, 
I was informed of a gross instance of peculation, said to 

| have been committed in Florida by an agent in the employ 
of the United States, and I immediately addressed a letter 
to the gentleman who was said to have witnessed the fraud, 
a copy of which is herewith enclosed, marked A. You 
will perceive that (having implicit confidence in the intez- 
rity of the officers of the army) I expressed the opinion in 
advance that the fraud was ‘ committed by a citizen,’ and 
not by ‘an officer of the army.’ It is with honest pride | 
mention the fact that I was not mistaken in my conjecture, 
as there is no individual in the army of the name of Skin- 
ner. I will now venture the further prediction that, when 
ever you ferret out the rats, you will find them to belong 

| to the ‘ sovereign people,’ and not to our much-abused little 
army. 

|  **'The individual (Skinner) above alluded to, I under 
stand, was, at the time, a citizen of Irwinton, Alabama. 

| ‘*In one particular, however, my information was in 

| correct, as it was stated to have occurred in Florida, an! 
you will perceive by Mr. Smith’s answer (marked B) that 
it took place at Fort Mitchell, Alabama. [do not start 
this new game with any expectation or wish of diverting 
you from the chase in Florida, but simply to show you that 
the late Creek war is equally worthy of notice. 

«* We, my dear sir, are no politicians. We obey the 
orders of our superior, and endeavor to do our duty, leav 
ing the strife of party to those whose constitutional righ 
it is to select our rulers. The only boun we ask is to have 
rigid justice meted out tous. If the army has not met 
the expectations of the country, and has failed in the Flor 
ida war, it should be borne in mind that fifteen thousand 
‘ citizen soldiers’ have failed also. If ‘ three major generals 
of the army’ have been unsuccessful, it should not be for 

| gotten that the Guvernor of Florida, having the public 
| ‘Treasury at his command, and a whole summer to mak: 
| his preparations, was, likewise, unsuccessful. Ifthe ‘Amer 
| ican arms have been disgraced,’ as has been so often as- 
| serted on the floor of Congress and in the public papers, | 
| thank my God that I did not (although I served in three 
campaigns) wilness the humiliating spectacle. With but 
one exception, wherever the Indians were seen, they wer 
| charged and driven until they were lost in swamps an! 
| hammocks. If we could not pursue them further and catch 
| them, it was because the God of our natures did not endow 
| us with the fleetness of the savage, and the scenting facul- 
ties of the bloodhound. If the army is inefficient, ther 
must be some reason for it, as every effect has a cause 
But on this head I have not time to dwell, although man} 
reflections are presented to my mind. One remark, how 
ever, I will make, and I do it with the freedom of an ol! 
acquaintance. If the country is dissatisfied with the army, 
in Gud’s name tet it be disbanded; for I would rather be 
an humble practitioner of the humblest hamlet than see the 
army insulted by the taunts and stale gibes of every news- 
paper witling. 

‘*In conclusion, I must distinctly disavow any and every 
political motive in forwarding you this communication 
| My sole aim is to vindicate the character of the army, and 
to add my humble mite towards an investigation which, | 
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hope and confidently believe, will place it once more ‘rectus [Norg, (by the writer of the two above letters. )—I ap- 
in curia.’ If such be the aim of your resolution, (and | prehend that Mr. Smith bas inadvertently made a mistake 
that it is Ishall be the last to doubt, ) I say ‘God speed you.’ | in the year, as it was probably 1837 instead of 1836. ] 

No man can be more anxious to see the abuses in the army Mr. W. then adverted to the proposition to strike from 
ferreted out and the correction applied than myself. Fur-| his resolution the power to send for persons and papers. 
ther, you are at liberty to make whatever use of these pa- | He would tell gentlemen that, without this power, it would 


pers you may think proper. Tam, &c.” be impossible to bring to light the frauds and corruptions 
{Signed by an Assistant Surgeon of the Army.] of this Government. Even with such a power, it would 
[A.J be almost impossible. He alluded to what he had himself 


seen in investigating committee rooms, and to the fact that 
there were witnesses in this city who could have been ad- 
duced in proof of the misconduct of officers of the Govern- 
ment, had it not been actually dangerous to them to sum- 
mon them. Their bread depended on theirsilence. In- 
dividuals who, he well knew, could have testified in these 
matters, had come to him, at his lodgings, with tears in 
their eyes, and begged him not tosummon them. The 
proscription practised in the Government, as now adminis- 
tered, hermetically sealed the mouths of witnesses. And 
yet it is now said that it is dangerous to give a committee 
, a arr of this House power to send for persons and papers! Oh! 
to believe was the case, it is due to justice and to the army | most kind, indulgent, he would not say servile, representa- 
that the truth should be known; eo that no part of the | tives of the people ! 

stain should attach to men who value their honor and rep-| Mr. HOWARD said that he would not have troubled 
utation above all price ; which they will neither compromit | the House with any further observations upon the amend- 
themselves, nor suffer any human being to trifle with. | ment which he had submitted, if it had not been that he 
Atany rate, let the truth be told, blast whom it may. I | wished distinctly to say to the House and the nation that 
therefure respectfully request that you will furnish me with | jt was not his wish to smother investigation into either the 
a full statement (accompanied by a deposition) of all the | causes or conduct of the Florida war. On the contra- 
particulars of the transaction, the names of the parties, &c., | ry, he thought that the members of any committee to which 
the time and place where it occurred, and any other mat- | the inquiry might be sent would not do their duty to the 
ter you may deem necessary for ferreting out the perpetra- | House, the country, or themselves, unless they gave the 
tors, &c., to be used by meas I think may best subserve | freest scope to the examination, regardless of the persons 
the ends of justice. 


; upon whom the censure might fall, if any censure was due, 
** Very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant. and influenced solely by a spirit of strict justice and im- 
: ; _ [Signed as above. } partiality to all. Having said this, he had a right to ex- 
“Mr. A. Y. Surra, Triadelphia, Ohio county, Va.” | pect, and did expect, from the gentleman from Virginia, 
{B.] | (Mr. wero upon a ie might cast the 
on y imputation of desiring to stifle inquiry, he would exempt 
“fie : Your totter of Pte protean ares | him (Mr. H.) from being included in it. 

in: Your letter of the 26th instant came to hand this | = When the resolution was under consideration some two 

morning. In answer to your inquiries, I have to state, that | cm 
Gia’ teteneitathatiis“bardiedahe, eae bas deblieved: al’ Peak weeks ago, the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] had 
Mitchell Aiédbidie ond ai in Florida Zz on ad on made some statements which appeared to be strong argu- 
Sortead ’ The diedisin ‘et substantial? Ps 6 aM in- | ments in favor of sending the subject to the Military Com- 
ne: , Ie y Mie follow- | mittee. Perhaps the House had forgotten the debate which 


at : then took place, although they seldom forgot any thing 
fi “T arrived eee Te ae = the steamer Anna Calhoun, | which that gentlemen said. The disappearance of resolu- 
he 1 Appalachicola, the boat having on board freight for | tions from before the eye of the House, and sudden reap- 
Sena oe deed 8, ba me 4 = ro pono | pearance ata distant day, was a great practical inconve- 
ot . — - a a chs _ a Gmount oF the | nience. According to his classic reminiscences, there was 
ee aa sa ne U _ i oe Were was acting 85 | -omewhere in Greece a river which plunged under ground 
+ ae pe he ‘ “a > es he eae told | and started up, to the surprise of those to whom it unex- 
eine ane aw, clerk of said boat, to make the bill pectedly showed its current, far away from the place of its 
pry pe ie tae dollars ; ire ae Crenshaw re- | -ubmersion. It was just so with some of our resolutions. 
soll ’ a : * « red wal ~ . im one ake The honorable gentleman from Tennessee had said that we 
Se ee 0 80; to which Skinner immediately | 144 the skeleton of an army, but that it was not filled up. 
ee Crenshaw made the bill amount to $500 ; for Mr. BELL said that the fact which he stated was this: 
whic kinner gave him one hundred dollars, and Cren- : - : : : 
‘ : ; ; that wh lieutenant of a , tic 
shaw receipted the bill for $800. This transaction oceur- . Se aed Coat SoNPOny Rene, eten, the 


; command devolved upon a sergeant, and that there appear- 
red about the Ist of February, 1836, at Fort Mitchell, | 09 to be a deficiency in the number of officers on duty 
Alabama.—{See note. } 


‘*This is a correct statement of the transaction, so far as = HOWARD said that he had so understood the gen- 
— by me, and as stated to me, after the transaction, | teman, and would use that fact to show the cuits: of 
"y aes : h 1 referring this subject to the Military Committee, because 

n, dear sir, your most humble  . wer Bi that committee could, and doubtless would, urge upon the 
A. Y. SMITH. House a bill which had been reported every year since he 
**Ouro county, Va., To wit: had been in Congress, and the necessity for which was 

‘* Personally appeared before me, a Justice of the Peace | fully shown by the Florida war. He alluded to a bill es- 
for the county aforesaid, A. Y. Smith, and accordingly | tablishing a corps of engineers, detached altogether from 
took oath that the foregoing statement. is correct and true | duty in the line. Every body knew that a general order 
to the best of my [his] knowledge and belief. had been issued last winter, recalling officers of the army 

A. P, WOODS.” from engineer duty, and directing them to repair to their 


‘© Wueettne, (Va.,) Sept. 28, 1837. 

“ Sin : I have learned, since my arrival at this place, that 
you witnessed, on a recent occasion, in Florida, an in- 
stance of peculation on the part of a public agent, who 
had public funds in his possession, &c. 

«The fraud, if perpetrated by an officer of the United 
States army, would form the basis of charges, which, if 
proven, would cause his name to be instantly stricken 
from the army roll, and consigned to merited infamy. 

“Tf, however, it should turn out that it was committed by 
a citizen instead of an officer of the army, as I am induced 
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respective regiments, The services of those officers, acting 
as engineers, were very useful to the country, and the 
pressing demands for them from all quarters had caused 
their absence, on furlough, from their posts in line. The 
experience of the Florida war showed the absolute necessity 
of separating the two arms of service. Such a measure 
would, of itself, be of great service to the organization of 
the army. But there were probably other improvements 
which might be proposed, after a minute examination into 
the manner in which the war had been carried on. He 
desired to attain some practical good, instead of having 
merely a barren inquiry, and, therefore, was in favor of 
referring the matter to a committee which could report 
bills ia the discharge of its regular duty, instead of stop- 
ping with a resolution either censuring or not censuring 
some officer of the Government. 

Mr. GLASCOCK regretted that it became his duty 
again to address the House on this subject ; but, as he had 
thought proper to move an amendment to the original res- 
olution, and in consequence of remarks made to-day, he 
felt it his duty todo so. It seemed now, from the remarks 
of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise, } that he evin- 
ces a great indifference from that heretofore evinced by him 
in relation to the disposition to be made of the resolution 
offered by him; and he seems to think that there is no dis- 
positicn on the part of the majority of the House to go 
into the investigation proposed. Sir, (said Mr. G.,) that 
gentleman must see entirely different from himself, if he 
has recently discovered any thing like a disposition to evade 
this question. He had expressed himself on a former oc- 
casion in favor of this inquiry, and he was still desirous 
that it should be had. He felt it to be due to all the offi- 
cers in the army who have been engaged in that unfortu- 
nate war—he felt it due to the Government, and he felt it 
due to the people of the country—and, whatever disposition 
the gentleman now feels disposed to make of this question, 
he hoped the majority of the House would maintain its 
original intention to carry out the investigation. His object 
in not wishing the committee to sit during the recess, was 
to save as much as possible the country from the expenses 
already incurred ip the prosecution of that war, particular- 
ly when all the ends of all parties asking this investigation 
could be attained without it. It has been traly and justly 
remarked by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. How- 
arn,] that there are weighty and important documents, 
which will occupy the attention of the members of the 


the recess, which will give them the opportunity of form- 
ing correct opinions in relation to the matter, and enable 


them to proceed promptly to the execution of their duty at | 


the next session of Congress. But what astonished him 
most was, to find the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
reading letters and documents to the House for the purpose 
of forestall...g public opinion in relation to this inquiry. 
Mr. G. confessed that this was pursuing a course which he 
had been taught from the commencement of his political 
life, in all transactions, studiously to avoid. He had been 
taught that, whenever an investigation was to be had 
where it was expected that all the testimony would be 
brought to bear upon every point, it was improper to fore- 
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stall public opinion, and produce a prejudice in the public | 


mind, by introducing evidence in advance, and sending it 
forth to the country. 

Mr. WISE said this was very different ground from that 
taken by the gentleman’s party last session, when it was 
insisted on that specific charges should be made against 
the Executive Departments before a committee should be 
asked for to investigate them. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said this was not the first time that 
the party to which he belonged had been referred to. As 
for himself, he was only responsible for his own acts; and 
the gentleman would do him the justice to say that he was 
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among the first to advocate the investigation then asked fur. 
He stood almost. aloue in the first instance in favor of the 
inquiry. . 

Mr. WISE would do the gentleman the justice to sqy 
that he did ; but: at that time he was not exactly recognise, 
as one of the piarty. 

Mr, GLASCOCK replied that, whether he was consid- 
ered as one of the party or not, no man in his section of 
country ever doubted where he stood in relation to the 
prominent measives of General Jackson’s administration. 
No man ever doubted that; even his political enemies nev- 
er doubted it ; or, if they did, no act of his life authorized 
it, and BeAr entirely gratuitous on their part. But to 
proceed té,the question before the House: he confessed, so 
far as the résolution was concerned, the true and proper 
course, in his judgment, would be to adopt the amendment 
he had submitted. He differed from the gentleman from 
Maryland as to the manner in which this committee should 
be appointed, and as to what committee the matter should 
be referred to. In his opinion, the true course of policy 
was, that a selec:t committee should be appointed by the 
Chair ; and he again repeated that, if the committee was to 
effect any practical good, it should be so constituted as to 
have the confidence of the people of the country. The 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee had opposed the appointment oj 
political partisans on the committee, and had intimated 
that he (Mr. G.}) had used some expressions of a simila: 
nature. This, lhowevea, was not the proper inference to 
draw from his remarks. He was as much opposed to hay- 
ing political partisans on the committee as the gentleman 
himself, but he desired to have it so constituted as to em- 
brace men of some weight of character, and to be composed 
of men who would do justice to all the interests concerned 
He wished to see the rights of all the officers who were en- 
gaged in that service protected, and the investigation to be 
conducted in such manner as to be of some practical bene 
fit; and with this view he had submitted the amendment 
now under con:sideratton. 

Sir, (said Mir. G.,) the situation in which I stand to the 
ex-President of the United States, will not permit me to 
pass over im silence the bitter denunciations which have 
been uttered against him on this floor by gentlemen of the 
opposition. My attachment for him was formed at an early 
period of my life, under peculiar circumstances, and the 
most trying «scenes, and it gives me pleasure to say that 


| there are but few acts of his whole life, either civil or mil- 
committee, which may be appointed at this time, during | 


itary, which has not served to increase rather than to di- 
minish that attachment. But to what source shall I trace 
this violent o pposition to him ; the bitter invectives which 
have been he:aped upon him, emanating from the most bit- 
ter feelings? Sir, to his hostility to the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States; ti» the veto which he stamped upon the bill re- 
chartering tbh.at institution in 1832; because he had the 
moral courag.e to effect that which his friends in this House 
failed to effect ; because he threw himself in the breach, and 
armed with the virtue and integrity of the people, and sus- 
tained by the constitution, grappled with the monster, and 
triumphantly overthrew it. This, sir, ‘‘is the head and 
front of all his offending,” and to this cause alone may be 
traced the vindictive feeling of his adversaries. But, si’, 
we hail that act ‘as the greatest in his political career; one 
that has covered him with glory, and one that will serve (0 
perpetuate his name and his memory, even if unconnected 
with any other :act of his life. Sir, the character of An- 
drew Jackson is the property of his country ; his services 
are too well kno wn to that country not to be appreciated ; 
they have secure d to him the affections of the people, which 
the combinations; of his enemies can never deprive him ot. 

Permit me (:said Mr. G.) here to state, that he was 1 
hopes he would not have found it necessary to vindicate 
the character of one needing no vindication ; but my feel- 
ings, under the. circumstances, could not and cannot be 
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controlled. I listened with pain and regret to the uncalled | man from Virginia, the mover of this resolution has told 

for and unqualified abuse of him. ‘‘I heard much declam- | the House in one point of view there are on this commit- 

ation without argument,” and the foulest charges without | tee eight friends of power—an honorable denomination 

proof, and especially by one from whom it was but little ex- | which I take from the gentleman from Virginia, who told 

pected. [ mean the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. | the House the other day that he first came to this House, 

Cusurne,] who spoke in relation to the Florida war, and | himself one of that number——eight friends of power, and 

who pronounced that war as one of the damning sins of the | one friend to what shall I say ? friend to his country ? 

Government, and a foul blot on the American character; | No! That would imply that the others are not friends to 

this, too, before an investigation was had, thereby prejudg- | their country, which I ain bound not to believe ; shall I say 

ing the case, and charging it home upon General Jackson. | friend to liberty? No! for the same reason—I suppose 
Better things were expected from that quarter. For my | them all friends to liberty—well, I will say, a friend of his 
part, I have always listened to him with the greatest pleas- | country, who is not the friend of power. This, sir, is the 
ure. His arguments have generally been respectful and | objection of the gentleman from Virginia, in my judgment 
able, and free from personal abuse; but, in the present | a very valid objection. But I have the same objection, in 
ease, he has wandered from his usual course, and | envy | another point of view deeply interesting to my own im- 
him not the position he occupied on that occasion. Many | mediate constituents. How is that committee constituted 
others have been lavish of their abuse of the ex-President | with reference to the different sections of the country ? 
and of his measures; but I shall not stop specially to reply | There are eight gentlemen upon that committee from re- 
to them. I feel no disposition to do so, as it will be an | gions south and west of the Potomac, and but one member 
unnecessary consumption of the time of this House, but | alone from Maine to Virginia; eleven States; and that is 
must invoke the pardon of the House for making a general | my honorable friend [Mr. Kempe] from New. York, who 
fire at the whole flock, and tell them that the numerous | is as worthy as any individual gentleman can possibly be 
squibs they have fired will have about as much effect upon | of such a position on that committee. He, alone, repre- 
the character of Andrew Jackson before the people of this | sents thereon his own ‘‘empire State,” as well as all the 
nation, as the firing of pop-guns would have upon the rig- | New England States, and those of New Jersey, Pemnsyl- 
ging of the splendid Pennsylvania. vania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

Sir, (said Mr. G.,) that venerable patriot never expected, Why, Mr. Avams would ask, was the Military Com- 
and never asked, forgiveness at the hands of his enemies. | mittee thus constituted? Why are not the different sec- 
He knew he had incurred their eternal displeasure. He | tions of the country represented in that committee? Have 
never expected quarters from those whose pride and pleas- | they no interest in the subjects which are the peculiar to- 
ure had been to embitter his declining years, whose objects | pics of inquiry and action there? Upon what principle are 
were to thwart the views of his administration in every | committees of this House constituted? Mr. A. said his 
prominent measure, to triumph in the misfortunes of their | constituents had certainly a deep interest in those topics. 
Government, to rejoice in the distresses of the people, and | A vast amount of their money had been expended on the 
to prevent, as far as possible, the relief of those distresses, | recommendation of that committee. Now, the gentleman 
with a view to the overthrow of the administration, and to | from Maryland [Mr. Howanp] had urged the reference 
ride themselves into power in the midst of those distresses. | of this resolution to that committee, and he (Mr. A.) was 
In conclusion, sir, and as the time advances when it is ex- | giving his reasons why that reference should not be made. 
pected he will make his final exit ‘*to that bourn from And this was a good argument, too, he contended, 
whence no traveller returns,” and as the time approaches | against the use of the ordinary mode of appointing commit- 
when we may expect to hear ‘‘ that he has slept the sleep | tees in this House, in the present case. He alluded to the 
of death,” and closed his earthly career, I wish to be per- | observation of Mr. Wisz, who had said that the Speaker 
mitted to say to those influenced by such feelings, and con- | of the House could not be impartial in appointing such 
trolled by such motives, looking as he does to his coun- | committees. They must all have a preponderance of the 
try’s good, he has never been inclined to hold communion | ‘* friends of power.”” He had some experience of the truth 
with, or extend to them the hand of fellowship. of this remark for some sessions past ; and with reference, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here called for the orders of the | too, to these very matters. And he called the attention of 
day. the House to what had taken place there not quite two 

Mr. ADAMS asked the gentleman from New York to | years ago. He showed from the journal that, on the 15th 
postpone that call for the present, at the same time intima- | January, 1836, Mr. Bex1, chairman of the Committee on 
ting his wish to speak on the resolution before the House. | Indian Affairs, moved for a similar inquiry with that pro- 
[Cries of **Go on! go on!” from all quarters. } posed by the resolution under consideration, with power to 

Mr. CAMBRELENG refused to withdraw the call for | the committee to send for persons and papers. The resolu- 
the orders of the day, as the morning hour had more than | tion was agreed to. It gave the committee power to inves- 
elapsed. tigate this very same subject, because the Florida cam- 

The call for the orders was not sustained, (the vote | paigns were legitimate and proper matters of inquiry, in all 
being 92 to 84,) and their details, by the Committee on Indian Affairs. What 

Mr. ADAMS resumed the floor and said: I tender to | followed? And here Mr. Avams read again from the jour- 
the House my thanks for their indulgence in permitting | nal, and showed that, on the Ist of July, 1836, Mr. Bext, 
me to address them, and I promise not to abuse their kind- | from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a resolu- 
ness by trespassing long upon their time. tion to the effect that that committee have power to sit in 

Mr. Speaker, referring to the elegant classical allusion | the recess, for the purpose of completing the investigation. 
of the gentleman from Maryland, {Mr. Howanp,] who | What were the proceedings of the House on this resolu- 
proposes to refer this investigation to the Military Com-| tion? First, there was a motion to lay it on the table. 
mittee, I hail with joy this reappearance of the sweet | This did not succeed. ‘Then the previous question was 
fountain Arethusa. But I must say, with the Roman poet, | moved, and not sustained. Afterwards that motion was 

“ Sic tibi, cum fluctus, subterlabere Sicanos renewed, and on the main question (upon the resolution) 
“Doris amara suam, non intermisceat undam.” being put to the House, the vote was 87 to 87. The Speak 
Let not the bitter waters of the Doris be mingled with the | er voted in the negative, and the resolution was sent to 
mellifluous stream of Arethusa—and the Doris, in this case, | ‘* the tomb of the Capulets !”’ 
I must frankly admit is—the Military Committee. Then there was a memorial presented here by Mr. Lewis, 
Sir, how is that committee constituted? The gentle- of Alabama, complaining of certain alleged abuses in the 
Vor, XIV.—81 
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management of these wars. ‘That gentleman proposed its 
reference to the Committee on Indian Affairs, with power 
to sit in the recess, and to authorize three or four of their 
number to act upon it. What then? A member from 
Louisiana, not now in his place, [Mr. Riper, ] moved to 
refer the memorial to the President of the United States. 
No sooner said than done! And now, sir, asked Mr. A., 
has any gentleman of this House ever heard from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, from that day to this, a single 
word in relation to the matter? a single word, as to the 
investigation of frauds, alleged by citizens of the United 
States, in a memorial to their representatives? frauds and 
abuses in the carrying on of campaigns costing so many 
millions of money ?~ He paused for a reply. Had the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means heard 
any thing from the quarter to which it had been referred, 
upon that subject? Had the Speaker of the House done 
so’ Had there ever been a message from the Executive 
sent to this House on the subject? He heard no answer 
to these inquiries; and he was warranted in saying that 
there had been nothing, nothing whatever, done upon the 
matter. And with these examples before him, with the 
uniform course of action on the part of the Speaker, in 
similar cases, before him, how could he be in favor of the 
ordinary mode of appointing committees of that House? 
It was mockery to refer such subjects to such committees. 
He much preferred the election of the proposed committee 
by ballot, for these reasons. 

Now, Mr. Avams admitted it is in the power of the ma- 


power” upon a committee thus chosen. And it was pos- 
sible that the majority would even fill the committee with 
nine ‘‘ friends of power,” instead of eight, and one who 
was not; while, if the Speaker were to appoint it, he might, 
at all events, place one, perhaps two; and, in an extreme 
and unusual moment of liberality, might even place three 
friends to the investigation on the committee. [n making 
these allusions to the Speaker, Mr. A. said it was his 
intention to be perfectly respectful as a member of the 
House. 

Mr. A. further contended that, in the appointment of 
committees of investigation, the same parliamentary rule 
which regulates the appointment of standing and ordinary 
committees does not apply. And he referred to the con- 
stant usage of the British Parliament, in which it was uni- 
versally the practice to place on committees of inquiry a 
majority of members in favor of the proposed investigation. 
It was certainly a mockery of common sense that it should 
be otherwise. 

Mr. Avams went into an examination of the reason why | 
investigating committees hitherto appointed by this House 
had never discharged the duties assigned them. He refer- 
red to the liberal mode of proceeding in these committees. 
When any specific point was to be inquired into, the ques- 
tion was always forbidden to be put by the majority, and 
the investigation was smothered, upon the ground that 
there should be ‘‘specific charges,” before the action of 
the committee should be proper! ‘* Specific charges!” 
and here, this morning, a gentleman read to us letters from 
good authority containing such charges; and now what 
are we told? That that is prejudging the cases to be in- 
vestigated ! And this is the two-edged sword, of too 
much specification on the one side, and none at all on 
the other, which is wielded against the friends of investi- 
gation! 

Mr. A. concluded by again hoping that the proposed 
committee would be appointed by ballot; and that that 
committee might not be the Committee on Military Affairs, 
the majority of whom the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means is in the habit of calling on so success- 
fully to ‘*toe the mark !” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the orders of the day. 


| 
jority of the House to put a majority of the “ friends | 
| 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the ‘* }i!| 
to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” as reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question pending was on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Uxnperwoopn, as modified by the amendment 
of Mr. Parton. 

Mr. BOND addressed the House in support of the 
amendment, and in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. McKIM denied that the sale of the United States 
Bank bonds would bring an immediate supply of money 
into the Treasury ; for, in the first place, there must, at 
least, be a delay of four or five months expended in the 
negotiation, at a probable loss too of from four to six per 
cent., and then the Government would be likely to get in 
return only bank notes. He was not unfriendly towards 
any banks; but it should be borne in mind that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury could not pay out bank notes; they 
would be useless to the Treasury. 

Another consideration was, that the bonds given by the 
bank were for two millions each, an amount that would be 
inconvenient to negotiate in London, and how did they 
know that the bank would consent to divide them up into 
bonds of a smaller size, say for a thousand dollars each’ 
He apprehended that it would not only interfere with the 
arrangements of the bank, both here and in London, but 
that it would be found to be against their interest to do so. 

Again, in point of economy, there would be saving by 
the issue of Treasury notes. How? Why, the United 
States Bank bonds bore an interest of six per cent., where- 
as the Treasury notes would not probably bear a higher 
rate than three or four, or, at the most, five per cent. 
The saving would be the difference between those two rates 
of interest on several millions of dollars—no slight con- 
sideration. 

Again, there would be a probable loss on the sale of the 
bonds from their par value, of from five to six per cent.; 
for, by the latest advices from the English money market, 
United States Bank bonds were at 94 or 95 there. This, 
too, was independent of the exchange, whatever it might 
be, and the commission or expenses of negotiation. 

Another objection he had to the amendment was, that it 
would be disreputable to the character and credit of the 
Government to be selling its securities in the market. The 
game objection would also apply on the part of the bank 
itself; for she, no more than merchants, would like to see 
herjliabilities hawked for sale. Moreover, the United States 
would have to endorse the bonds before they could be ne- 
gotiated at all; and he was indisposed to place the Gov- 
ernment in so disreputable a position. 

Now, what would be the effect of the Treasury notes ' 
Why, they would be equal to so much gold and silver 
thrown out among the community, for they would, when 
out, be received by the Government, in payment of dues, 
as gold and silver, and the creditors of the Government 
would gladly take them as such, as they could readily pass 
them as such, because they would be sought after by the 
importing merchant to pay his bonds. Moreover, the 
Secretary of the Treasury would not attempt to issue more 
than were applied for. It was then, in effect, putting so 
much gold and silver into circulation the moment the bill 
passed, 

Mr. BOND inquired if he was to understand the gen- 
tleman to say that paper could be made equal to gold and 
silver. 

Mr. McKIM. Certainly not. He meant only to con- 
vey the idea that the Treasury notes would answer in the 
place of gold and silver, being receivable for the dues of 
the Government, and its claimants being glad to get hold 
of them. After a few further remarks of the same tenor, Mr. 
McK. concluded by hoping the House would pass the bill 
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in its original form as it came from the Committee of the 
Whole ; for he considered the amendment would be de- 
structive to the business of the Treasury, which was in im- 
mediate want of the means for carrying on the Govern- 
ment, and which it could not procure under the operation 
tion of the amendment. 

Mr. CUSHING addressed the House at length in op- 
position to the bill; and alter a few words from Mr. BELL 
and Mr. McKIM, the hour having arrived, the House took 
its usual recess till 4 o’clock. 


Evexine Session. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill report- 
ed from the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, ‘to authorize the issuing of ‘l'reasury notes.” 

The question being on the following amendment, mov- 
ed on Thursday by Mr. UnpErwoop, viz: 

‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 
sell and transfer to the purchaser or purchasers the bonds 
or evidences of debt executed by the president, directors, 
and company of the Bank of the United States of Penn- 
sylvania, for and in consideration of the stock held by the 
United States in the late Bank of the United States, and 
to apply the money arising from such sale and transfer in 
payment of any demands upon the Treasury: Provided, 
however, That no sale and transfer of said bonds or evi- 
dences of debt shall be made for a less sum than the nomi- 
nal amount of said bonds or evidences of debt, exclusive 
of interest.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that upon this amendment 
depended the fate of this bill; because, if it should be 
adopted, the Treasury of the United States would be in 
the power of the Bank of the United Stater. He should 
therefore ask for a full attendance of the House, and should 
move for a call, [the House was still thin, } unless some 
gentleman wished to address the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS, for one, was inclined to vote for the 
amendment. He could not see how its adoption would place 
the Government in the power of the United States Bank. 
T'he object in selling them was to command an amount of 
gold and silver to meet the wants of the Treasury ; and 
admitting the bank would become the purchaser, so much 


paid in advance. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG wished to state that he had not said 
the United States Bank would be the direct purchaser, but 
that the bonds would be bought up by the agents of the bank. 

Mr. HOPKINS then addressed the Chair as follows : 

Mr. Speaker: I have not risen, sir, to take part in this 
already protracted debate, but to reply very briefly to the 
extraordinary declaration this moment uttered by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG.] He said, sir, ‘‘that upon this amendment 
depended the fate of the bill; because, if it should be adopt- 
ed, the Treasury of the United States would be in the 
power of the Bank of the United States.” For one, sir, 
I was favorably inclined to the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop ;} but if the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means can con- 
vineg me of the truth of his remark, I will most cheerfully 
relinuish my determination to support the amendment. 
But, Mr. Speaker, I must beg leave to say that such can- 
not in my judgment be the operation of the amendment 
under consideration. Nor do I believe that any unpreju- 
diced mind in this Hall can come to such a conclusion. 
What does the bill propose, sir? ‘To authorize the Secre- 
tary of the ‘l’reasury to issue Treasury notes to the amount 


of ten millions of dollars, for the redemption of which the | 


faith of the United States is solemnly pledged. And why 
is this measure proposed, but to supply the Treasury with 
the means of meeting the various demands upon it? Well, 


——————————— 
ee 





sir, what does the amendment which has thus been de- 
nounced propose? Nothing more than to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to negotiate a sale of the bonds 
held by the Government upon the Pennsylvania Bank of 
the United States, provided they can be sold for the nomi- 
nal amount of them, and apply the funds thus obtained to 
the uses of the Treasury. If, then, this object, the first 
contemplated by the amendment, can thus be attained by 
the use of means belonging to the Government, why, I 
ask, sir, shall we not adopt it? Why hold up these bonds, 
if we can convert them without loss into available funds * 
Sir, it will be difficult to furnish any one good reason 
against the adoption of the amendment, if in other respects 
it be free from the objections urged against it, and which 
I will now briefly notice. It is contended, sir, that the 
amounts of the bonds in question are so large as to exclude 
from competition individual or private capitalists; and 
hence they will be purchased in Chestnut or Wall street by 
the agents of the bank. I am willing, for the sake of ar- 
gument, to admit that such may be the case, but still I 
deny the truth of the declaration that the Government will 
thereby be placed under the control of the ‘‘ defunct mon- 
ster,” which so constantly haunts the imagination of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. Nor 
can the Government lose a dollar by thus throwing into 
the market a fund unsuited to the investment of private 
capital, and which it cannot divide to suit the means and 
capacities of purchasers, because the same amendment con- 
tains another provision which puts this argument to rest, 
by expressly prohibiting the Secretary from selling the 
bonds for any thing less than the nominal amount of them. 
Let us, then, suppose that the bonds are purchased by the 
agents of the banks upon the terms proposed in the amend- 
ment, and what is the necessary and inevitable result ? 
Why, sir, according to my understanding, so far from 
placing the Government under the control of the bank, we 
should realize in advance the payment of a debt due in 
one, two, and three years, and that, too, in the gold and 
silver of the frightful monster itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I have always entertained great respect 
for the opinions of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 


| and Means, [Mr. Cawunetene,] but upon this subject I 
specie would be drawn from its vaults, and he did not see 


how Government could be injured by having a debt thus | most palpable delusion. 


must be permitted to think that he is under a strange and 
Sir, can it be that I mistake the 
true operation of this amendment? Can it be that the 
withdrawal of six millions and a half of specie from the 
vaults of the bank, and transferring it to the ‘T'reasury, 
will increase the dependence of the latter, or the power of 
the former? No, sir, the proposition is absurd in the ex- 
treme, and IT cannot and will not assent to it. 

But another objection has been made to the amendment, 
to which, whilst I am up, I will reply. It is apprehended 
that these bonds, with the endorsement of the Government, 
might find their way to Europe, and thus increase the for- 
eign balance against us. I am willing, again, for the sake 
of the argument, to admit the truth of this objection; but 
I beg those who give to it any consideration, to bear in 
mind that, under the amendment, we must receive for the 
bonds their nominal amount in available funds, and wheth- 
er we receive it from our own capitalists or those abroad, 
we shall be upon safe ground, so long as we receive in re- 
turn the same amount in gold and silver. But gentlemen 
forget to remember that this objection applies with equal 
force to the bill, without the amendment, because your 
Treasury notes, issued by the authority and upon the faith 
of this Government, will be just as likely to cross the great 
waters, and increase the foreign balance against us, as the 
bonds which we propose to sell, with this difference in fa- 
vor of the amendment, that the bill without it may in- 
crease that balance against the Government, whilst the 
amendment would only increase the balance against the 
**the monster.” 
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Mr. Speaker, I prefer the amendment for another reason. 
I regard these bonds as a legitimate fund belonging to the 
Government, and am willing to make them available if I 
can to the Treasury, rather than saddle the nation with 
another public debt, as we must do, by the passage of the 
bill upon your table. Much, however, as I deplore that 
evil, I would, if no other alternative was at hand, adopt it 


Government, and, at the sarae time, avoid the necessity 


permit me to ask, should we reject the amendment, if the 
only object be to replenish an exhausted Treasury with a 


the strong repugnance manifested from a certain quarter, 


and the pertinacity with which that one is supported, has 
awakened my suspicion as to the true character and object 
of the measure. If we propose to sell our bank debt, it is 
objected to, although warmly recommended by General 
Jackson in 1834, in whose footsteps gentlemen were once 
wont to tread. If we propose to authorize the Secretary 
to borrow money upon the faith of the Government, the 
measure is objected to. If it is proposed to prohibit the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and subordinate disbursing offi- 
cers of the Government, frum circulating their notes in pay- 
ment of public dues, whilst they have on hand and im their 
custody guld and silver sufficient for the purpose, that 


measure, too, is objected to. And I repeat, sir, with none | 


other than feelings uf profound regret, that the discussion 
which has taken place upon these several amendments has 
excited my suspicion, and [ now declare it. 

I have heard, sir, in the progress of this debate, senti- 
ments advanced upon this floor, by some of my political 
friends, against which I must enter my most solemn pro- 


my left [Mr. Rives] took occasion yesterday to propose an 
amendment to this bill, the object of which seemed to be 
to facilitate the circulation of the Treasury notes as a paper 
currency. He is reported to have said that, ** while they 
(Treasury notes) met and relieved the wants of the Gov- 
ernment, they would equally meet the great wants of the 
people by giving them a uniform circulating medium.” And 
again he is reported to have said that ‘* these notes (Trea- 
sury) would at once reduce the balance of exchange with 
England ; and this would operate to prevent their depre- 
ciation. Treasury notes, he says, would circulate better 
without bearing interest than with a low rate of interest, 
and were th eamount $10,000,000, instead of $10,000,000, 
it would be a safe and salutary measure, and the very best 
thing Congress could do.”” Now, sir, these are sentiments 
which I was not prepared to expect, and to which I can 
never subscribe. Sir, at the time that these remarks were 
made by my colleague, in favor of his amendment, I was 
gratified to believe that the chairman of the Committee of 


Ways and Means dissented from them. But that gentle- | 


man has since assumed grounds in debate, which satisfies 


my mind that he too looks to and advocates this bill as 


something more than a means of furnishing an embarras- 


sed Treasury with hard money to meet the demands upon | 


it. Mr. Speaker, I pray gentlemen to pause, and review 


the sentiments they have avowed. I implore them to pause | 
before they give their consent to a measure fraught with | 


consequences so dangerous as the emission of a Treasury 


by the will of one man, already clothed with extraordinary 
powers. Our present Executive may be honest and trust- 
worthy. I hope and sincerely believe he is—but even to 
him, sir, I will not consent to surrender a power of such 
a fearful character. But, sir, it is not the part of prudence, 
or a wise forecast, to legislate in reference alone to the 
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present incumbent of the Executive chair; but we should 
look to the future with a jealous eye, and guard with care 
and circumspection the liberties of the people from the 
grasp of unhallowed ambition. I will not stop now to dilate 
upon the evils, or dwell upon the ruinous consequences, 
which must follow the establishment of a system which, 


| once matured, will, in my humble judgment, be far more 
to save the Treasury of the nation from bankruptcy. But, | 


by adopting the amendment, you supply the wants of your | 


dangerous to the institutions of our country and to the 
liberties of the people, than that ** defunct monster,” whose 


| ghost seems to be constantly flitting before the affrighted 
of creating a debt, which must be paid under your unjust | 


and unequal system of taxation. And why, Mr. Speaker, | 


imaginations of gentlemen here who support this measure, 
which I fear is the precursor of a system of Government 
paper currency, which, in the list of ** monsters,” might 


| well be called ** legion.” 
hard-money constitutional currency? Sir, I confess that | 


The amendment, however, does not propose a sale of 


| the bank bonds, as the only means of relief to the Treas- 
for every proposition to replenish the Treasury save one, | 


ury, but goes further, and in the event that this measure 
shall fail, then the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
to borrow an amount of money upon the faith of the Gov- 
ernment equal to the nominal value of the bonds. And, 
sir, the honorable mover of the amendment has signified 
his willingness so to modify the second section of his 


| amendment as to leave it to the House to say what sum 


may thus be borrowed for the use of the Treasury ; and 
still it is objected to, not because it will not meet the em- 
ergencies of the Treasury, but because it supersedes the 
issue of ten millions of inconvertible Treasury paper cur 


| rency, which the Government cannot, and will not, re- 


deem upon presentation. 
Mr. Speaker, I am in principle a hard-money man, and 
I have the satisfaction to believe that the patriotic people 


| whom I have the distinguished honor to represent upon 
| this floor prefer the constitutional currency of our fathers 


to any paper money, your Treasury notes included. But, 
whilst I say this, I desire that it shall be distinctly under- 


, stood that I am not to be enlisted in the contemplated cru- 
test. An honorable and esteemed colleague of mine upon | 


sade against the existing institutions of Virginia and hei 
sister States, to accomplish the narrow object of supplying 
the Government alone with the constitutional currency ; 
and I now admonish gentlemen that, until they propose a 
measure broad and comprehensive enough to separate the 
great body of the people from the banks, I will not co-ope- 
rate with them in giving effect to a partial restricted meas- 
ure, which furnishes a hard-money currency only to them, 
who, in the better days of our republic, were regarded as 
the mere servants of the people, and considered amenable 
to them. Now, sir, I am not the man to advocate here, 
in my representative capacity, any measure which will 
provide gold and silver for myself, and other functionaries 
of the Government, whilst the people are left to endure all 


| the evils of a depreciated paper money. 


But I have another objection to the details of this meas- 


| ure, growing out of the palpable injustice which must re- 


sult, from the denominations of these ‘I'reasury notes, to 


| the poorer classes of the community. If, sir, as is now too 


obvious for the most incredulous to doubt, these notes are 
to circulate and perform all the functions of a paper cur- 
rency, they cannot reach the pocket of the poor man, but 
must serve alone the purpose of the wealthy, who alone 
can command the benefit of a currency in denominations 
of one hundred dollars. Another effect of this measure, [ 
fear, will be to cripple still more the State banks, now rap- 
idly recovering from the shock by which the whole mone- 
tary system of the community has been so recently convul- 


| sed to its centre; and, whilst it may relieve the Govern- 
paper currency, based upon the public faith, and controlled | 


ment, may at the same time embarrass still more the great 


| body of the people. 


But, Mr. Speaker, in every aspect of this question, look- 
ing to it not as a party question, but one purely financial, 
my mind still inclines me to the amendment, as the most 
safe, wise, and salutary, and certainly most compatible 
with the constitution. Sir, there is another feature in the 
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amendment which commands my approbation, and it is 
this: it proposes a plain, direct, and unequivocal mode of 
accomplishing the very object which gentlemen profess to 
have in view—the relief of the Treasury. And, for one, I 
prefer, sit, to plant myself upon that plain provision of the 
constitution which authorizes Congress ‘* to borrow money 
upon the faith of the United States,” and thus to meet and 
provide for the exigencies of the Treasury, rather than 
adopt the measure proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, which, if not of doubtful legality, is in every way 
exceptionable in policy. But, Mr. Speaker, I fear that 
this Treasury currency is relied upon to give life and vigor 
to the new scheme, now for the first time recommended, 
of separating the Government from the banks, whilst the 
people are left to struggle with all the evils of a paper cur- 
rency. Ifso, sir, I, for one, shall hesitate, as one of the 
administration party, before I can take to my embrace a 
bantling which, I fear, is the mere precursor of a bank and 
a paper currency far more formidable and dangerous than 
any to be found in the history of this country. Sir, [ am 
opposed to that indirect, ambiguous, and equivocal system 
of legislation which characterizes the measure under cun- 
sideration, as calculated to destroy that check upon our 
conduct here which will ever result from an effective and 
practical responsibility to our constituents; and hence, in 
my poor judgment, we should always provide by an actual 
appropriation for every loan which we authorize, and which 
is not done in the bill upon your table. I know, sir, that 
in these times such sentiments are likely to be regarded as 
old fashioned or radical; but the time will come, must 
come, when they will be appreciated. That system of in- 
direct legislation, which seeks to avoid a just and full re- 
sponsibility to the peuple, may be submitted to for a time, 
but will in the end receive its merited condemnation by an 
abused and indignant community of intelligent freemen. 
[am not, I hope, sir, mistaken or misunderstood upon 
this subject. Tam willing to extend to the Treasury im- 
mediate and ample relief, by any means compatible with 
the constitution and my convictions of public duty ; nor 
will I be drawn from this determination by any doubt 
which may be entertained as to the real amount necessary, 


nor by the asperities of party intolerance, the prominent | 


bane of our deliberations and councils here. Yes, sir, I 
am willing, and stand ready, to vote any sum, in the 
bounds of reason, which the Secretary of the Treasury may 
consider necessary to meet the most liberal wants of the 
Government; and if he asks more than is necessary, I leave 
him to his just responsibility to the country. 

Sir, [ am opposed to this measure, not as one of finan- 
cial relief, but one for the emission of ten millions of paper 
currency, obnoxious, as I conceive it to be, to all the ob- 
jections of an executive bank, based not upon the means 
of immediate convertibility, but upon the plighted faith of 
the nation, which I maintain can be pledged only for a 
loan. In my humble judgment, sir, this project is fraught 
with mischief; and [ look to it with the deepest distrust 
and alarm. Admonished as I am, by a short experience 
in the practical administration of this Government, that its 
tendency is to enlarge its powers by gradual and impercept- 
ible innovations upon the rights of the States and of the 
people, [ look to the future with all the forebodings of one 
fully impressed with the solemn conviction that, if not re- 
sisted, and successfully resisted, at the threshold, it will 


end in consoldidation, and consolidation in the overthrow | 


of our institutions and the downfall of our libegies. 

Sir, it has been well remarked, in the progress of this 
debate, that money is power: than which none is more 
mercenary in its inflictions, or more difficult to resist. It 
connects itself with every class, and every interest, and 
addresses itself to every passion of human nature, and con- 
stitutes, in the hands of ambition, the most potent engine 
for mischief and oppression. Pardon me then, sir, in view 
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of the extraordinary powers already vested in the Execu- 
tive, if I pause when asked to go another step—to arm that 
branch of the Federal Government with a power to con- 
vert the public faith into a banking capital for the emission 
of an inconvertible paper medium, subject to no other law 
than the uncontrolled will of one man! 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to repeat my 
most perfect willingness and anxiety to replenish, by any 
lawful means, the national Treasury. I prefer first to ap- 
ply the means already on hand, as contemplated in the 
amendment offered by the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Unnerwoop.] If that proposition shall fail, 
then I shall prefer a direct loan, to be redeemed by the 
bank debt, when it shall be received by the (Government ; 
and I would set it apart by law for that specific purpose. 
If that proposition be also negatived, and the House deter- 
mine to authorize the proposed emission of Treasury notes, 
then I shall be in favor of these notes bearing interest, un- 
der the hope that their circulation, as a currency, may in 
that way be prevented, and the Government compelled to 
convert them into money. If these several propositions be 
rejected, I shall find myself placed in a situation of extreme 
solicitude, anxious to extend relief to the Treasury by any 
and every mode sanctioned by the constitution and the 
long-established usage of the Government, but compelled 
to withhold relief, only because an unrelenting majority in 
this House will have no other measure of relief, than one 
which I am constrained to regard as dangerous to the sta- 
bility of our free institutions, and subversive of the liberty 
and prosperity of the people. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not detain the House longer by the 
expression of any apprehensions of my own, as to the ob- 


| jects of this measure, or the danger of its ripening into a 


permanent system. I feel as sensibly as any man can do, 
the magnitude of the consequences which such a system 
cannot fail to produce. I hope, sir, most devoutly, that 
my fears may never be realized; but I should be unfaithful 
to my constituents and my country, if 1 did not declare, 
fearlessly, that I look to the present measure as laying the 
foundation ‘of a system which, if ever established, must 
end in revolution or despotism. 

I will not detain the House either, sir, by inquiring into 
the causes of our pecuniary embarrassment. I am content 
to leave that to others, who deem it a fit subject for present 


| discussion. J will act the humbler part in this emergency, 


of one who might chance to see the Treasury on fire, that 
would not stop to inquire into the cause or manner of the 
conflagration, but aid in the immediate extinguishment of 
the flame. I will say, however, that, great as the real distress 
may be, I am satisfied it has been greatly magnified ; [ am, 
nevertheless, ready and willing to afford any relief, within 
the power of Congress, to al! classes and to every interest 





| in our common country. I am one of those, sir, who look 
more to the energies of the peuple, and resources of the 
country, for permanent and substantial relief than to any 
measure which we can devise. 

Excuse me, sir, for this day declaring in my place, that 
my sympathies do not incline me so much to minister to the 
| insatiable appetites of federal officeholders, as to the amelior- 
ation of the condition of the great body of the people, upon 
whose honest contributions we all depend. And let me 
now say to my political associates, that no party consider- 
ations shall ever enlist my humble aid in the co-operation 
| of a measure which looks only to the advancement of the 
| few, to the injury and oppression of the many. ‘There are, 
| sir, occasions fit and proper, in my judgment, for the ex- 


ercise of party preference and party feelings, but these oc- 
casions are always secondary, and ought to be made sub- 
ordinate te the higher considerations of the country and the 
furtherance of sound political principles, which constitute 
the only ligament which ought to connect and unite us in 
our party associations. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am deeply impressed with feelings of 
gratitude to the House for its kind indulgence, and still 
more for the patient attention with which my very desulto- 
ry remarks upon this occasion have been heard. And 
whilst for this manifestation of the kindness of the House, 
I return the humble tribute of my most profound acknowl- 
edgement, I am not vain enough to take as a compliment 
to myself what I am sure has been alone due to the impor- 
tance and magnitude of the subject under consideration. 

Mr. WISE eulogized his colleague on the course he had 
just taken. He was glad to find displayed so honorable 
and independent an opposition to the bill. Mr. W. then 
read several extracts from President Jackson’s messages of 
1834 and 1835, to show that the sales of Government stock 
in the United States Bank had been recommended by the 
President at those periods. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, in consequence of what had 
fallen from other members in the course of the debate upon 
his amendment, he desired to make a few explanatory re- 
marks. The gentleman across the way [Mr. Parton] ex- 
pressed great surprise at the quarter in which the amend- 
ment originated ; while the member to my left [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG] is astonished that the gentleman from Virginia 
should have felt any surprise, since the amendment had 
been proposed by a known friefid of the bank. It may he 
inferred from these statements that I have been actuated by 
some sinister motive; that I have designed to promote the 
interest of the bank at the expense of that of the country. 
[Mr. CamBRELENG disclaimed any intention to impute an 
unworthy motive to Mr. U., who continued.] I have never 
(said Mr. U.) been connected with the late Bank of the 
United States, or the present bank of that name, in any 
manner which could bias my judgment. I have never 
owned one dollar of stock in either. I have never borrow- 
ed one cent from either bank on my own account. I have 
been compelled to pay considerable suins to the late bank, 
as surety; and, with that exception, have had no transac- 
tions with these banks. At this time I am not the debtor 
of the bank in any way. I know, sir, that I am wholly 
uninfluenced in offering the amendment by partiality or 
hatred to the bank. 

My amendment is based upon a very obvious principle. 
If I owe money and have it not, I am bound by law and 
morals to get it. If a neighbor owes me, or I have his 
bond not yet due, I may and ought to raise the money upon 
the debt thus owing to me, if I have no better means. If 
I can sell my neighbor’s bond, without sacrifice, to pay my 
debts, who can or will blame me? I do not injure him, 
and I benefit myself. Now, sir, apply the case. ‘The 
Government wants money ; it holds bonds on the bank ; it 
owes debts and must pay them; my amendment proposes 
to sell the bonds without sacrifice, and apply the proceeds 
in discharge of what the Governinent owes. I prefer this 
to the creation of a national debt, by issuing Treasury notes 
or by borrowing money; but, to guard against the possibil- 
ity of failing to sell the bonds for their nominal amount, I 
provide, in case the bonds cannot be sold, that the Secre- 
tary may borrow six and a half millions. I consider it my 
duty to grant all the facilities necessary to maintain the 
credit of the Government, and to give vigor and health to 
its operations, and | never will be influenced by a spirit of 
factious opposition to any administration. 

I have accepted the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Parron,] because it can do no 
harm, and it may afford some additional facilities to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. He now draws checks or 
drafts on the deposite banks, knowing at the time they will 
not be paid. If the creditors of Government will accept 
such drafts hereafter, let them doit. Perhaps the banks 
may pay some, and if they will not, then let those drafts be 
received in payment for duties, taxes, or public land. This 
practice cannot make things worse. It may relieve, to 
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some extent; and I therefore accepted the gentleman's 
amendment as a modification of my own, 

Some gentlemen have supposed that the limitation which 
my amendment contemplates, in regard to the amount to be 
borrowed, is objectionable. They apprehend that six and 
a half millions is too small a sum. I am satisfied that it is 
amply sufficient. But, out of deference to the opinion of 
others, I will defer offering that part of the amendment 
until the House has decided on the first part of my proposi- 
tion. If the first part be accepted, I will then offer the 
second, leaving the amount blank, so that the House may 
fill it at its discretion. 

In these amendments I have had no intention to embar- 
rass the Government. I have been actuated by a sincere 
desire to support, instead of pulling down. And I cannot 
help wishing most ardently that the scheme I have present- 
ed may find favor with a majority of the House. I shall 
feel happy, very happy, if my offered substitute is accepted 
in lieu of the bill—a bill which lays the foundation for a 
Government bank and paper money, subject to the control 
of the President of the United States. Sir, if the day ever 
comes when the Executive of this nation shall control at 
his will and pleasure a Government bank, with millions of 
money, through such agents as he may choose to employ, 
removable at his pleasure, lending it out in such sums and 
to such persons as_he pleases, that day will be signalized, 
in the annals of time, for the overthrow of American 
liberty ! 

T did not rise to make an argument or to go at large into 
the discussion. The whole subject has been ably debated 
by others, and by none more so than the gentleman to my 
right, [Mr. Horxiys,] a son of the Old Dominion—a na- 
tive of the same county where I drew my first breath ; and 
whose speech and nativity combined have produced in my 
bosom very fraternal feelings towards him. I am anxious 
that my amendment may be tested by the vote of the House 
without further delay. 

Mr. HAYNES replied to Mr. Wise that the sale of the 
bank stock severed all connexion of the Government with 
the bank as a partnership concern; but that was no rea- 
son Government ought not still to hold the bonds of that 


| institution taken in payment for the stock. 


Mr. WISE said that these bonds were a mere liquida- 
tion of the account of value of the stock ; and, while the 
Government held them, the connexion still continued as 
though it held the stock. 

Mr. McKAY would have no objection to the sale of 
these bonds, if it could be done fairly, for their full value ; 
but this would take time, and the Treasury must have im- 
mediate relief. He denied that the bill was deceptive ; every 
man, on reading it, must perceive it was a bill for a loan; 
what else was it? 

Mr. ROBERTSON rose and said, if the administra- 
tion had no other object in view than to raise a sufli- 
ciency of money to meet the real wants of the ‘T'reasury, 
he was at a loss to comprehend the cause of these per- 
severing efforts to raise it by the issue of Treasury notes. 
The amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Unprrwoop, | as modified, proposed to give the right to 
dispose of the debt of about six millions due from the Bank 
of the United States ; and that of his colleague, [Mr. Par- 
ron, | if he understood it, to superadd the power of draw- 
ing upon the State banks, which held ten or twelve mil- 
lions of public money. If these resources should prove in- 
sufficient, apthority might be conferred to borrow whatever 
sum might te necessary to make up the deficiency. But 
none of these obvious and ordinary methods of replenish- 
ing the Treasury will now answer the purpose. Nothing 
will do but to resort to the extraordinary and dangerous re- 
source of an issue of Treasury notes. In times of great 
difficulty, when engaged in war with one of the most pow- 
erful nations of Europe, we were compelled, from shecr 
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necessity, to adopt that method of raising supplies. Dur- 
ing the Revolationary war we had issued upwards of three 
hundred millions in bills of credit, and at its close these 
bills were so depreciated that they were funded at 100 for 1. 
Such were the evils attending the system, that the framers 
of the constitution, to guard against their recurrence, 
thought it necessary to interdict the States in express terms 
from emitting bills of credit. I will not, sir, (said Mr. R.,) 
at this time enter into the question whether the power thus 
prohibited to the States rightfully belongs to this Govern- 
ment. There is much force, all must admit, in the refer- 
ence made by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Cusine] to the journal of the convention, showing that 
a proposition to clothe this Government with the power 
was expressly overruled. With those who rely on the 
same ground, not verified by the journal, but depending 
on the memory of members of the convention, as an argu- 
ment against the power to establish a national bank, this 
reference ought to be conclusive. Certain it is, that the 
power was not expressly granted, as were those to lay 
taxes and borrow money; and the rule of interpretation, 
as given by the constitution itself, is, that the powers not 
delegated to the United States, nor prohibited to the 
States, are reserved to the States or to the people. It is 
obvious that its exercise by the General Government is 
equally dangerous; indeed, liable to much greater abuse. 
The States can effect none, to any considerable extent, 
except those within their respective limits; but we may 
inundate the Union with a spurious currency; and when 
the system shall be once commenced, no One can undertake 
to say where it is to stop. During the late war, immedi- 
ately after it was declared, Congress again resorted to an 
issue of Treasury notes—at first upon a moderate scale, 
only five millions of dollars. But from time to time, other 
and larger issues were authorized, until, at the end of two 


or three years, twenty-five millions were authorized at a | 


dash. So it may be again. We begin now, in a period 
of profound peace—for I will not dignify the Indian hunt 
in Florida with the name of war—with an issue of ten mil- 
lions for the service of this remnant of the year. Those 
who urge the measure may mean in good faith to go no 
further. But who shall say, when we have once tasted 
the sweets of the poison, when we have indulged in the 
practice of raising money by this pernicious process, with- 
out incurring responsibility, to what extent it will be car- 
ried? What is now proposed as a temporary expedient 
may become the settled policy of the Government. Sir, 
I protest against it as a dangerous practice. Obsta prin- 
cipiis. Our only safety is in resisting it at the threshold. 

Let us for a moment, Mr. Speaker, look to our actual 
position ; and we cannot but be amazed at the point to 
which we have arrived. But a few months since, the late 
President congratulated the country on the success of his 
efforts to restore a sound, constitutional currency. But 
one short month since, the present President gave his re- 
commendation in favor of a hard-money system, as the 
only one proper for the Government to tolerate. He seems 
disposed to reject convertible paper, even during the pres- 
ent difficulty of procuring the precious metals. And now 
it is gravely proposed to manufacture ten millions of paper 
money for circulation, not only without a specie basis, but 
without the pledge of any definite fund for its ultimate re- 
demption, But, sir, strange as this may appear, the 
scheme is not altogether a novelty. A petition was, du- 
ring the present session, referred to the committee of which 
I have the honor to be a member, (Judiciary, ) from a Mr. 
Sargent, of South Carolina, for the establishment—not of 
a coin mint, for there is one, he says, already—but of 
what he calls a general print mint at Washington, for the 
emission of paper money to the amount, perhaps, ef two 
hundred millions of dollars, as a currency for the United 
States. The money to be manufactured he proposes to 
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call ** print,” from the first syllable of the word ‘¢ print- 
ing ;” as the first syllable of the word ‘* coining” gives the 
name of **coin.” So that the thing may be readily 
understood. When you receive hard money, you are to 
say I was paid in coin; when you take paper, [ was paid 
in print. His plan is given in detail, and, as you may 
suppose, sir, was the subject of merriment, of derisiun, in 
the committee room. The committee did not deign to 
give it a serious consideration. It served only to excite their 
risible muscles, and to create no very favorable impressions 
of the state of the petitioner’s understanding. Well, sir, 
to my great surprise, here is the scheme before us—not cor- 
responding in amount, but pretty much the same in prin- 
ciple—gravely proposed by the chairman of the Cominittee 
of Ways and Means; the establishment of a manufactory 
of paper money—a print mint here in Washington. We 
begin at length to understand what the exclusive friends 
of a hard-money Government mean by the term. They 
are to issue bits of stamped or printed paper, and call 
them—not ‘ print,” as Mr. Sargent honestly calls his— 
but gold and silver. Yes, sir, the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. McKr™,] deeply versed ia all moneyed con- 
cerns, and who has been so highly complimented for his 
financial talents, tells us, in so many words, these ten mil- 
lions of Treasury notes are ten milliions of gold and silver. 
When the gentleman made the remark, he forcibly remind- 
ed me of my Lord Peter, in the Tale of a Tub. The an- 
ecdote, no doubt, is familiar to all. Beef, it had been 
said, contained the quintessence of partridge, and quail, 
and venison, and wild duck; and so, my Lord Peter in- 
sisted, did his wheaten loaf. In this conceit, he invited 
his brethren to dine with him. The repast consisted alone 
of this wheaten loaf. He asked them if they would eat a 
bit of the mutton ; and, when they assented, cut his loaf, 
and handed a slice to each. They supposed he was 
jesting ; but, finding him in earnest, they remonstrated, 
and had the bolduess to deny that bread was mutton. 
Lord Peter argued the point with them for some time ; but 
finally cut the matter short with this unanswerable argu- 
ment: He said he would affirm it to be as good mutton as 
any in Leadenhall market; and, if they did not believe it, 
they deserved to be eternally damned. So, sir, the gen- 
tleman from Maryland tells us his Treasury notes, his 
‘* print,” is gold and silver—nothing less; and all whodo 
not credit it are to be condemned outright as mere infidels 
and heretics. Sir, it is not gold and silver, nor their 
equivalent. ‘The Government may as well issue the Ger- 
man silver cents recently coined by the man with the 
Dutch name, (Feuchtwanger,) and tell us each is a coin 
of pure gold, of the value of $10,000, as to stamp worth- 
less paper, and tell us itis gold and silver, or of equal 
value with them. It will depreciate, as it has always de- 
preciated. Indeed, unless I am misinformed, it is destined 
to commence its circulation considerably below par. 

{Mr. Wise here remarked that the fact was as his col- 
league had stated it. He held the document in his hand 
that proved it. } 

Mr. Rosenrson. Will my colleague oblige me by 
reading the proof to which he refers ? 

[Mr. Wisk read from the document a letter to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury from Ward, Prime, and King, rela- 
tive to the value of Treasury notes in the market. Mr. 
CamMBRELENG observed, that was a letter from the gentle- 
man’s own friends. ] 

Mr. Rospertson resumed. The gentleman from New 
York says this offer is from our own friends; yet I am 
told it is the best that has been made. I have not the 
honor of being acquainted with these friends of ours, but 
Tam happy to learn we have such, who will give more 
for the Government paper than the friends of the gentle- 
man and of the administration. This, then, is the true 
state of the case: our paper is actually dishonored in ad- 
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vance; and gentlemen who will not lower the dignity of 
the Government, by selling the bonds due to us, or by 
borrowing money, are ready to throw our own paper into 
the market at a discount of six or eight per cent. Sir, I 
cannot agree to it. These Treasury notes, if really in- 
tended for the purpose of raising revenue, ate unnecessary. 
There are other and ample resources at the command of 
the Government. If designed for circulation, they are 
both unnecessary and unconstitutional. Why should the 
Government discredit and reject the currency of the States— 
that which our State Governments accept in payment of 
taxes, and which our citizens receive from each other? It 
would be regarded as oppressive in the State Governments, 
dishonorable on the part of individuals at this time to ex- 
act gold and silver. Why should this paternal Govern- 
ment of the United States not receive what the State Guv- 
ernments receive--what, indeed, our people alone can 
procure? And what right, permit me to ask, has this 
Government to create a paper currency? ‘They have a 
right to coin money, and regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coins; but they have no right to put a stamp 
upon paper, and call that coining money. The constitu- 
tion nowhere warrants such a process. 


the paper be designed as a circulating medium, the Treas- 
ury becomes a bank of issue and circulation merely. But 
the scheme goes further. It authorizes not only the pay- 


ment of these notes to public creditors, but the borrowing | 


of money upon their credit. What is this in effect but a 
banking operation? You apply to the Secretary, who is 
thus authorized to borrow, and propose to lend him half a 
million or a million of dollars. He is not in immediate 
want of the money. 


sand dollars monthly, in munitions of war, in rations, or in 
money, until an amount equal to the value of the notes in 
the market shall be furnished. ‘There is nothing in the 
law to prevent such a negotiation. 

But how does it differ in substance from a bank loan ? 


usually receive the notes of the bank as money. In that 
supposed with the Secretary of the Treasury, you give 
your note or agreement, and receive Treasury notes—the 


notes of the Government—which are to answer all the pur- | 


poses of money. In form, you are the lender; in effect, 
the borrower. Call the plan by what name you will, it is 
a bank in its essential features, or destined, if persisted in, 
to become one. It is now but in the egg state; and I 
would crush it in the egg. 

[ am opposed to it, Mr. Speaker, in every form in which 
it can be presented ; though I shall vote in favor of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 
that I doubt the good faith of the Government, or its per- 
fect ability to redeem ten times the amount authorized by 
the bill. It is because I believe the measure unnecessary, 
if not unconstitutional. It is because all experience has 
shown that the power of raising money in this furm, eva- 
ding a direct responsibility, is fraught with mischief. It 
will be abused, as it has always been abused. 
sort to any and every other usual method of supplying the 
necessary wants of the Government. I will vote for six 
millions, or ten millions, if really needed ; to be raised by 
a sale of our claims upon our debtors ; by way of loan, or 
by a tax; but [ will vote for no issue of Treasury notes, 
for no indirect loan, nor for any sum whatever to create a 
surplus beyond the actual wants of the Treasury. 

Mr. LEGARE rose and said: If the House will indulge 
me, sir, at this late hour, I will make a few remarks upon 
the subject before it. 

I candidly confess I have been all along favorable to the 
issuing of these (Treasury) notes, without interest, or 
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bearing very small interest—two or three per cent. at tho 
outside—because I thought they would answer, and an- 
swer very effectually, the double purpose of relieving the 
Government, and relieving, in almost an equal degrev, the 
great body of the people. I have no dread at all of such 
an issue leading to 2 system of paper money, as has been 
said here and elsewhere, For one I go for no such sys- 
tem. Ido not claim for the Government the right, unde: 
the constitution, of furnishing a circulating medium, as 
such, to the community. But there is no such power in- 
volved in the amendment on your table, or in that modifi- 
cation of it to which I have just alluded, and which I great- 
ly prefer. It is one of the simplest and most usual forms 
of borrowing money, within the very letter of the consti- 
tution. That power is vested in Congress without any 
qualification or reserve whatever, as to the manner in 
it shall be exercised, By what authority—with 
what color of plausibility, can gentlemen pretend to say to 
us, you may borrow thus, but not thus—this form of loan 
is legal, that an unheard of and flagrant usurpation? Can 
it be pretended that the founders of this Government, look 
ing forward to the infinitely diversified exigencies of a 


| society intended to be perpetual, spreading over a country 
In every aspect, Mr. Speaker, this scheme appears to me | 
substantially the establishment of a Government bank. If | 


vast, almost beyond description, in extent, exposed to all 
the vicissitudes of peace and war, of prosperity and distress, 
deliberately deprived it of a means of raising money, to 


| which it has already been forced, on a memorable occasion, 


to resort, and which is perfectly familiar in the practice of 
every Government in the civilized world ; and that, too, 
when the power is conveyed in terms as large and com- 
prehensive as language can be? I say, sir, that this con 
venient form of loan, which consists chiefly in anticipating 
to meet casual exigencies, the current revenues of a coun- 
try, is to be met with everywhere in Europe. Every 
body has heard of the distinction between floating ani 
In England there is always a large amount 
of exchequer bills in the market. The securities of the 
Bank of England consist almost exclusively of them, as 
combining safety and convenience in the highest possible 
In the continental States, Treasury bonds are jus! 
ascommon. In short, if we were not the only people upon 
earth so happy as to know only by hearsay of the expe 


| dients to which, in the conduct of difficult affairs, States 


are everywhere compelled to resort, gentlemen would 
scarcely express such naive astonishment and alarm at one 
of the most usual of them. 

But I repeat it, sir, I am not committing myself to the 


| doctrine that this Government has, under the constitution, 
| an unlimited control over our currency, either in this or 


in any other form. You know, Mr. Speaker, what my opin 
ions are upon that subject, from those generally entertained in 
the part of the country which I have the honor to represent 
I have done too much in my humble way to fortify and to 
diffuse those opinions ; I know too well their importance, 
in a Government constituted as this is, to the weaker part 
of the confederacy, and especially now that that weake: 
part seems threatened with serious aggression, to abandon 
them, nay, nor to bate one jot of their rigor and sternness, 
for the sake of a mere momentary relief and convenience 
I admit that when this House is called upon by the Ex- 
ecutive to issue Treasury notes, as in every other case of 
loan, it ought to see that the Government really wants 
money, and wants it too for bona fide federal (not nation- 
al, as they.are called, or notional) purposes. That is the 
That is the sound practical rule from 
which I will never consent to depart; and if I did not 
think that it applied to our actual situation, I should op- 
pose not only the bill on the table, but every other bill for 
raising supplies at the present moment. But the case pre- 
sented, and, so far as I have been able to consider the 
matter, made out by the Executive, is that, without pressing 
with a most rigid and probably ruinous severity upon its 
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debtors, the deposite banks and the merchants; without 
aggravating, beyond expression, the calamitous condition 
of the times, it must resort to you for temporary aid—for 
authority to anticipate the fruits of our returning prosperi- 
ty, without formally laying the foundation of a new nation- 
al debt, and to create a species of loans, which will not 
only furnish you with the means you want, but, incident- 
ally, relieve the embarrassments of the community, and, 
especially, in the great and important interests of our do- 
mestic exchanges. 

But, says the gentleman from Virginia before me, (Mr. 
Wiss, )you are turning the Government into a bank—you 
are creating a great political corporation to trade in money, 
at the very moment that you decide it to be inexpedient to 
charter a commercial corporation for the same purpose. 
Why, sir, according to this very novel definition, every 
debtor is a banker—it is the borrower, not the lender, that 
belongs to that privileged class. (A laugh.) If this is 
true, we are a nation of bankers,—[‘*So you are,” from 
Mr. W1se]—‘‘over-banked,” to use the common phrase, 
with a vengeance. But on what possible ground can such 
a proposition be advanced? The States, it is said, are for- 
bidden to issue bills of credit. What are bills of credit? 
Mr. Madison, as appears from one of the documents laid 
upon our tables, in a letter to a gentleman of some distinc- 
tion in Pennsylvania, affirms, without hesitation, and as a 
thing quite settled, that it is of the very essence of such 
paper—its distinctive characteristic, its specific difference, 
so to speak—that it be made a legal tender. 

{Mr. Rowenrsox, of Virginia. It has been decided 
otherwise. 

Mr. Lecgart. Where, when, by whom? 

Mr. Ronerrsox. By Judge Story.] (Cries of ‘go 
on, go on.”’) 

Mr. Lxcanrt continuing. Sir, I will examine the cor- 
rectness of that opinion presently. In the mean time, I 
beg leave to state to the House that Mr. Madison only re- 
peated, in the letter alluded to, the opinions which he had 
previously either expressly or implicitly advanced, not cas- 
ually, loosely, or inconsiderately, but in the most deliber- 
ate manner, and on the most momentous occasions. In 
his first message to Congress in the session of 1815~’16, 
he goes even further than in that letter—further, as I have 
said, than, as at present advised, I am quite willing to fol- 
low him. He distinctly presents in that state paper, the 
alternative of a national bank or a Government currency. 
Now, sir, I feel that I owe it to the House and to truth, I 
owe it to my own station here and the candor which I ever 
feel myself obliged to practise in debate, to state that 
General Hamilton, in his celebrated report upon the bank 
in 1791, does seem to treat such Government issues as the 
very description of bills of credit, so notorious under the 
old order of things, and therefore interdicted forever to the 
legislation of the States. He admits, indeed, that the inter- 
dict does not apply to us, directly, but he very reasonably 
thinks that it at least hints a rule for the conduct of this 
Government, which it ought not lightly to neglect. To 
take up the matter on principle it might well be asked, 
what harm is done by the issue of paper which nobody is 
obliged to receive, and every body may profitably use, in 
payment of public dues? But even if you allow, as I will 
not undertake to deny, that a mere issue of currency, as 
such, comes within the prohibition—what do you mean by 
currency? Is it pretended, for example, that the States, 
with their vast residuum of political power and public duty, 
cannot borrow money, and give to their creditors the evi- 
dence of debt assignable or unassignable? And if these 
evidences or acknowledgments of debt pass—as pass in 
these times of active commerce they inevitably will—from 
hand to hand, do they become violations of the constitution 
for that? Sir, it is a false, wild, chimerical conceit that 
such a notion ever entered into the heads of the majority of 
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the convention in 1788, or that kindred idea, so often ut- 
tered of late, that all banking corporations in the different 
States, mere private partnerships chartered by the Legisla- 
tures, fall virtually within the prohibitory clause. It seems 
to me nothing short of monstrous to imagine that the States, 
charged as they are with all the high obligations of civil 
society—of defence and protection, of police, of educa- 
tion, of justice—with almost every thing that relates to the 
order and well-being of a community, could have thought, 
for a moment, of depriving themselves of a resource withvut 
which, in modern times, no free commonwealth can pos- 
sibly manage its affairs without often falling into the most 
perplexing and even perilous embarrassments. And what 
is the argument by which it is attempted to lay them under 
such a disability? Why, that Congress, having the pow- 
er to coin money and regulate the value thereof, was in- 
tended to have a complete control over the currency! Now 
what is currency, or rather, what, in these times, is not! 
Where will you draw any practical line between one ac- 
knowledgment of debt—one bill of credit, if you please— 
and another, when in all their effects, commercial and po- 
litical, they are evidently the same? Sir, having bestow- 
ed much thought and research upon this most difficult and 
important of all the subjects that now challenge the atten- 
tion of a public man, with opportunities perhaps more fa- 
vorable to the discovery of truth, and to the forming of cor- 
rect conclusions for the conduct of affairs, than it has fal- 


| len to the lot of most persons to enjoy, and finding, after 
| sO many nights and days of patient inquiry, the difficulties 


. a erate LL 
—————————— 
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which surround this subject almost as many and (to me) 
as formidable as ever, I have been filled with wonder since 
I came here at the confident and dogmatical tone of many 
persons (on all sides) whose conclusions have cost them 
far less pains, and been adopted without any such loss of 
time. Among other things coolly taken for granted, is the 
meaning of this word “currency.” Now, sir, if gentle- 
men will be at the trouble of looking into the minutes of 
evidence taken before the committee of the House of Com- 
mons charged with the question of the renewal of the bank 
charter in 1832, they will find that, with the exception of 
small sums paid away in wages, the whole circulating me- 
dium of Lancashire, Warwickshire, the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, and other, if not all, of the great manufac- 
turing districts of England, consisted at no remote period 
exclusively of bills of exchange.* The whole circulation, 
I say, in which the immense business of the most flourish- 
ing manufacturing and commercial empire in the world is 
transacted—and especially that part of its trade which has 
done so much to enrich both this country and England— 
is almost entirely composed of common mercantile paper, 
with which Government, according to the opinions of our 
people and the genius of our institutions, has, by the con- 
fession of all men, nothing whatever to do. Sir, I shall 
have, I trust, some future and better opportunity ef going 
more at large into that subject, which has, for some time 
past, so deeply engaged, and I am sorry to have to add, 
agitated the minds of men in all parts of the United States— 
I mean the credit system, under which this nation has 
grown up to be what it is. But I could not but take this 


* No. 4206. Mr. Dyer. “ By circulation, | mean not merely local notes, 
but bills of exchange.” 

No. 4274. The same. “To deny the Lancashire banks to be banks of 
issue, because they issue only post notes, is to make a distinction with 
out a difference !”” 

It is stated in No. 4361, that the banks of Lancashire, at that tir 
did not issue notes, properly so called, but drafis, at different dates 
to three months, upon their agents in London. In 18%, and other times 
of excitement, they were circulated to an immense amount, and did as 
much mischief by an enlarged currency of paper as was done in other 
parts of England by notes. 

So No. 5329, ibid. “ Bills of exchange form at present (1832) the creat 
currency of Lancashire, and they formed almost the exclusive curren 


cy, with the exception of small notes paid for wages, till within these 
last seven years’’—~([ 1825 to 1332.) 4 
Then follows the statement that nine-tenths of all the business of Lie 


counties mentioned above are represented by small bills 
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occasion to remark how very loosely, with what a danger- 
ous latitude both of phrase and opinion, we are in the habit 
of treating these matters, involving as they do all the 
fundamental interésts of society, and of exemplifying the 
remark in the use of one of the most familiar terms that oc- 
cur in our debates and declamations. We talk of bank pa- 
per as if al] the harm done by expansions of currency were 
owing to it alone. Why, sir, bank notes, even in the 
times of the most extravagant issues, are but a part, and 
even a very small part, of the circulation set in motion by 
the operation of the credit system, at a period of great ex- 
citement, in communities advanced in civilization, and hav- 
ing all the facilities of an extended commerce. 
the efflorescence—so to express it—the flower, the blossom 
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of the currency of such a country, essential, I admit, to its | 


perfection and fruitfulness, but no more the whole body 
and frame of that mighty tree, than that eastern portico is 
te this capitol. But it is not my purpose to go, at this 
time, into the consideration of this subject in all its bear- 


ings and extent, and I have said already enough to awaken | 


the House to the danger of those loose and sweeping gen- 


eralities in which it is become so much the habit, in this 
country, to deal, even in the most important practical con- 
cerns. 

As to the constitutional power of Congress, then, to is- 


doubt at all, at least with reference to the objections mainly 
relied on in this discussion, and especially by the gentlemen 
over the way, [Messrs. Fuercnzr, Puituirs, and Cusu- 
inc, of Massachusetts.] But to the issuing them without 


interest, or with a very small interest, for which I repeat my | 


decided preference, another difficulty has been presented by 
my friend from Virginia near me, [Mr. Rosznrson.}] He 
maintained that as the constitution forbids any thing but 
gold and silver to be made a legal tender by the States, it 
implicitly requires that we should pay the debts of this 
Government only in specie or in what is equivalent to it. 
And yet, in almost the same breath, the gentleman pro- 
ceeded to denounce the Executive for not being satisfied 
with the bank notes of the States, which he maintained are 
really not all depreciated. ‘Sir, on this last head I agree 
with him entirely, at least so far as regards the state of 
our paper currency in the Southern States. I maintained 
when I first came here, what has been since demonstrated 
in a masterly argument in another part of this building,* 
and is strikingly corroborated by the recent fall in ex- 
changes, that the price of bullion had been raised by an ex~- 
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acknowledged to be at their full value in reference to all 
other commodities but gold and silver. 

{Here Mr. Rosxeurson said nothing was at par which 
was not equivalent to gold and silver, or something to that 
effect. ] 

Mr. Lecarne. Then why find so much fault with the 
Government for demanding gold and silver of its debtors ' 
The gentleman is plainly in a dilemma, from which it is 
not easy for him to extricate himself. 

(Mr. Ropertson said, with the permission of the gen- 
tleman frem South Carolina, he would make a brief expla. 
nation. He had not at all discussed the question of de- 
preciation. He could not admit, however, that paper 
money was not depreciated. On the contrary, he insisted 
that it must always be regarded, in a legal sense, as depre- 
ciated when below the legal standard—gold and silver, with- 
out regard to the causes, whether it be a foreign demand o1 
any other, which may have occasioned the difference. 
Still he denied the policy or justice of exacting gold and 
silver at this time in payment of the public dues; when it 
could not be procured but ata high premium, and when, 
indeed, there was scarcely any currency at the command ot 
the people than depreciated paper. He thought it was op. 
pressive in this Government to exact this sacrifice—to re- 


| ject that which the State Governments were content to re 


sue these notes, under existing circurnstances, Lentertain no | ceive ; and what, in the ordinary transactions between man 


and man, it would be deemed immoral and dishonorable to 
refuse. } 

Sir, I am charmed to hear the gentleman say so. Then 
why should the public creditor call upon the Government 
to do, for his benefit, an immoral and dishonorable thing ; 
and why should he think himself wronged if we offer him 
what is at this moment four per cent. better than the paper 
which, according to the gentleman’s own showing, ought 
to satisfy every equitable and conscientious man? But the 
truth is, I apprehend no difficulty at all from those to whom 
we shall have payments to make, and through whose hands 
these notes will, almost without exception, make their way 
into circulation. They will receive them cheerfully, and 


| without hesitation ; and although I perfectly appreciate the 


traordinary foreign demand, and was no proof whatever of | 


the redundancy of the circulation, which has been very 
much reduced within the last ten months, and is probably 
even inadequate to the necessary exchanges of the country, 
in the usual course of business. But if this is true, as I 
aave no doubt it is, then the right of a creditor under the 
constitution to demand specie for his debt, becomes that 
summum jus which, all the world over, is summa injuria. 
And if this is the case as between individuals, why should 
a rule so very different be applied to the transactions of 
Government! Nay, the news brought us from New York 
this morning is that, while gold is ouly at 5 per cent. pre- 
mium, Treasury drafts are at 4: for you must remark, sir, 
that the letter of Prime, Ward, & Co., received just now, 
is dated at least a fortnight ago, and since that time a most 
decided change has taken place in the specie market as well 
as in foreign bills. I think, then, I am perfectly safe in af- 
fitming that there is no danger whatever of the contem- 
plated ‘T’reasury notes falling below what, by the confes- 
sion of the gentleman himself, ought to satisfy anv man 
not bent upon enforcing a contract according to the ut- 
most rigor of the law, in a manner inconsistent with equity 
and good conscience. We shall pay our creditors in what 
is 4 per cent. above those bank nutes which are there 
* By Mr. King, of Georgia 


delicate and honorable scruples which some gentlemen seem 
to feel about offering, in satisfaction of the public dues, a 
paper ever so little inferior to the only legal tender receg- 
nised in the constitution, yet I cannot myself, in a matter 
left, after all, entirely to the free will of the party, con- 
sent to sacrifice substantial justice and the public good 
to what I must consider as a superstitious adherence to the 
mere letter of the law. Nobody, at all versed in these sub- 
jects, now regards the precious metals as any thing but an 
approximation, and often a very imperfect approximation, 
to a correct measure of value. ‘They have been adopted 
from the necessity of the thing, as the two great ‘* com- 
modities of commerce” furnishing a ready medium of ex- 


| change for all others, and, on the whole, the best practical 


| means of comparing them; but they are sti!l, like the rest, 
| mere commodities, subject to a very great fluctuation in 


| value, according to the common principles which govern 


prices. The present state of things furnishes, in my opin- 
ion, a striking example of this important truth ; and now, 
I ask, whether any really just man ought to complain of us 
if we offer him these notes, with the most perfect liberty to 
refuse them at his own discretion, and treat us as debtors 
on his unsettled account ; if, in making that offer, we hold 
to him the frank, manly, and reasonable language dictated 
to us by the truth of the case, and the actual situation of 
the country—ift we say to bim ‘¢ gold and silver, which is 
in strict law, though not in good conscience, yourdue, we 
have none? By an unforeseen and terrible revulsion, by 
contingencies beyond any humancontrol, our debtors have 
been, and are still, unable to meet their engagements with 
us in the usual way. The country is in deep embarrass- 
ment and distress, and we cannot, even were we disposed 
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to do so, press them to a literal compliance with their con- 
tracts, without involving our whole people, more or less, in 
the fearful consequences of the bankruptcy that would pro- 
bably ensue. We give you, however, an acknowledgment 
of your claims against vs, which will be every where nearly 
as good, in some parts of the country probably better, than 
the precious metals—which, at all events, is at a premium, 
in reference to what you would not hesitate to receive from 
a private debtor ; and we put it to your patriotism and your 
sense of justice, to decide whether we have not, to all sub- 
stantial purposes, complied with our engagements.” Sir, 
depend upon it, such an appeal to the good sense and the 
generosity of our fellow-citizens will not be made in vain. 

The right of the Government, therefore, in every aspect 
of the case, being, as I conceive, fully established, the on- 
ly remaining question is, in what form will these notes be 
most beneficial to the public? Whether it is better to is- 
sue them bearing an interest of not more than 6 per cent., 
or bearing either no interest at all, or a very small one, to 
be ascertained by the House? And this brings me to the 
differences between me and the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, or, to express it more accu- 
rately, perhaps, between the Senate and the committee of 
this House. Sir, 1 admit that these notes, at a higher rate 
of interest than I approve, would serve an excellent pur- 
pose as remittances to Europe; but exchanges, as we have 
seen, are already fallen nearly 50 per cent. within a very 
few days, and there is every reason to believe that as soon 
as the coming crop shall be brought to market, they will 
be down at par. But the prospect of an improvement in | 
our domestic exchanges is unfortunately not so good. An | 
immense debt is due from the West and the Southwest to 
the great commercial capitals on the Atlantic, to the pay- 
ment of which, notes bearing a high rate of interest will 
contribute no aid whatever. They will, you may rely 
upon it, sir, be instantly bought up by capitalists for invest- | 
ment. They will disappear entirely, as gold and silver 
have disappeared. In consequence of the shock given to | 
all credit by the late revulsion, there are immense deposites 
in all your banks waiting for some safe opportunity to lay | 
them out on any reasonable terms. The ariswers made to | 
the circular of the*Secretary of the Treasury have no 
weight at all with me, not only because, asI said just now, | 
a very material change has occurred in the price of bullion | 
since that date, but for several other reasons which need 
not be dwelt upon here. ‘These notes are not intended to 
go into the market at all. My idea of the proper use to 
be made of them is, that they shall be passed away, as I 
have said, to the functionaries and creditors of the Govern- | 
ment. I repeat, that I have no doubt that they will be | 
readily accepted by them, and that the extravagant rates | 
of exchange between the different parts of the country will 
keep them up at a considerable premium in respect of the | 
best bank paper, and nearly, if not quite, at a par with gold | 
and silver. 

Mr. PATTON said he desired to say a few words in 
reply to the gentleman from New York, {[Mr. Camsnret- 
ENG.] That gentleman had taken occasion, in answering 
the remarks which he (Mr. Parron) made on yesterday, 
to express himself in a manner, to say the least, rude and 
uncourteous. He said, as I understand, that he had sup- 
posed I had more sagacity than not to perceive the design 
and effect of the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Kentucky. Iam aman, Mr. Speaker, of very hum- 
ble pretensions in point of sagacity, and surely will not un- 
dertake to rival the claims, in that regard, of so profound 
and sagacious a statesman and financier as the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means: that is a comparison 
which it would be more becoming in him, as well as my- 
self, to leave to the judgment of the House and others. 

I think, by this time, said Mr. P., that the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means has discovered that not 
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only myself, but many other members—whom [ will not 
do the injustice even of comparing with him in point of 
wisdom and sagacity—have been unable to see the evil ten- 
dencies of the proposed amendment. Although they have 
had the benefit of the illumination shed upon the subject 
by the sagacious chairman, they regard the objections made 
by him as unsound and frivolous asI do; objections which, 
whatever estimate I may have put upon the wisdom of the 
gentleman from New York, prove that he does not possess 
one whit more sagacity than I supposed him to have. 

What is it that the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means tells us is the character and effect, and even, as 
he intimates, the object of this amendment? Why, that 
it will give the United States Bank of Pennsylvania a ben- 
efit of at least one hundred thousand dollars. How does 
he make out this? What plausible or even colorable proof 
of this assertion has he adduced? These bonds which he 
assumes that the Bank of the United States, and that bank 
alone, can or will purchase, are bonds bearing an interest 
of six per cent. payable in one, two, and three years. The 
Bank of the United States, as is notorious, so far from be- 
ing desirous or interested in taking in such bonds, has 
been recently issuing new bonds, for the purpose of.raising 
funds in England, in order to. strengthen herself, and ena- 
bling her the better to live through the present calamitous 
condition of our commercial and moneyed affairs. But 
sgain: the amendment limits the sale of the bonds at par, 
with liberty to the Secretary to get as much more than par 
as he can. Are we to be told that these bonds will not sell 
at par? 

(Mr. Campnecenc here said that he said no such thing. } 

Mr. Parton resumed. I did not say hesaidso. I put 
the question—-are these bonds worth par or not? If not, 
then they will not be sold, for the amendment prohibits it; 
and the gentleman from Kentucky proposes to provide for 
that contingency, by authorizing the Secretary to raise six 
millions of dollars by direct loan. If they are worth par, 
or more than par, by what authority of fact or reason can 
it be assumed that nobody will purchase but the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank of the United States? Why, we have been 
constantly told during the last spring and summer, from a 
source of high authority with some gentlemen, (though of 
very little weight with me,) that this institution was upon 
the eve of bankruptcy; that the declaration of Mr. Biddle 
that his bank could have continued to pay specie was an 
empty and unfounded boast. We know that this bank 
has been engaged in large mercantile and financial opera- 


| tions, which have probably employed al! her disposable 


means. Still, I think it may be possible that she might 
purchase these bonds ; but it is manifest that she cannot do 
so unless at their full value. What possible injury can be 
cone to the Government by getting its debt fully paid in 
advance? The amendment throws the bonds into mar- 
ket; it invites the competition of all capitalists here and in 
England, and thereby insures a sale upon the best possible 
terms. And I am warranted, upon the opinion of an emi- 
nent merchant, who is one of the most intelligent members 
of this House, [Mr. Partuips,] in expressing the opinion 
that they will sell readily and at a premium. It is a matter 
of indifference to me who purchases them, even although 
it be the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania. If 
she will give more for them than any other institution or 
individual, I have not the slightest objection ; indeed, it is 
with me rather a recommendation ; for then the separation 
and divorce of the Government frem that bank would be 
final and complete. I am not to be deterred from advoca- 
ting a measure by which the demands of the Treasury may 
be met out of our own funds without loan or taxation, by 
having the ghost of the United States Bank paraded be- 
fore my eyes. It seems to be perpetually flitting before the 
apprehensions of some gentlemen, disturbing their compo- 
sure, and disordering their minds. It is an ‘* unreal mock- 
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ery,” I fear it not. 
has been waged against the Bank of the United States 
during the last four or five years. It is dead and buried, 
and we performed its funeral obsequies in solemn form 
only a day or two ago. This amendment proposes to sever 
the last link of connexion with this deceased institution. 

But the gentleman from New York asks, are we going 
to place the Government in the degrading attitude of an en- 
dorser of the Bank of the United States? And why shall 
we not endorse our own bonds on which we want to raise 
money? What degradation is there in this? Does not 
every man who sells a bond endorse it? Who has ever 
been degraded by it? The whole effect of the endorsement 
or assignment is, that if the bank does not discharge its ob- 
ligation when due, the Government will indemnify the pur- 
chasers. How will that continue the connexion with the 
bank more than now exists? ‘The whole amount of it is, 
that if the bonds are sold, the Government insures them to 
the purchaser. If we hold them, we stand our own insu- 
rer. If the bank fails to pay them, the Government loses 
the amount in one case as well as the other. There is no 
new liability incurred, and in the worst event that can hap- 
pen, the failure of the bank before the bonds became due— 
of which I have not the least apprehension—the Govern- 
ment will have had the use of the amount of the bonds to 
meet her pressing engagements, and in the end will only 
have to provide funds to reimburse the purchaser, precisely 
in the same way as you must provide funds to take up your 
Treasury notes, if you issue them. 

But, if the gentleman from New York is right in assum- 
ing that the Bank of the United States will purchase the 
bonds, then what becomes of his objection to the Govern- 
ment being the endorser? If the bank purchases, or rather 
anticipates the payment of its bonds, there is an end of 
all liability on the part of the Government—there is no en- 
dorsement. 

I expressed my surprise that the gentleman from New 
York, who had heretofore acted so conspicuous a part in 


and the Government, who had heretofore been so ready to 
sell the stock of the Government in that bank, did not at 
once and eagerly avail himself of the present opportunity. 
I referred to his recommendation as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations two or three years ago, that 
the stock should be sold to meet contingent expenses, in 
the event of difficulties with France. I understand his 
answer to this to be that the proposition was not to sell the 
stock, but to use funds of the Government then due from 
the bank. Why, sir, I read, and will read again, from the 
report made by Mr. CamBre ene, on the 27th of Februa- 
ty, 1835, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, in 
connexion with our difficulties with France : 

‘* It is a gratifying circumstance that our means are ad- 
equate to meet any exigency without recourse to loans or 
taxes. The bill now before the House, authorizing the 
sale of our stock in the Bank of the United States, would, 
if adopted, afford all the revenue necessary. The commit- 
tee is of vpinion that the whole or a part of the fund to be 
derived from that source should be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of arming our fortifications,” &c. 

The bill referred to in this extract, for selling the stock, 
had been reported in pursuance of the recommendation of 
President Jackson. And, as an additional support to the 
measure now recommended, I will read a passage from the 
message of General Jackson, of the session of 1834 and 
1835. After speaking of the danger and impropriety of 
continuing any connexion between the Government and 
the bank, the President proceeds : 

**T feel it to be my duty to recommend to you that a law 
be passed authorizing the sale of the public stock; and 
‘*that all laws connecting the Government or its officers 
with the bank, directly or indirectly, be repealed; and that 
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the institution be left hereafter to its own resources and 
means.” 

The bill, which was.the answer to this recommendation, 
was favored with the approbation of the gentleman from 
New York. Now, sir, is it wonderful that I should be 
suprised that any opponent of the Bank of the United 
States, or any friend of the administration, pledged to 
walk in the footsteps of .General Jackson, should oppose 
the present proposition to sell the stock in the Bank of the 
United States, and thereby meet ‘‘ the exigencies of the 
Government, without recourse to loans or taxes ?” 

The means recommended by the late President for dis- 
connecting the Government with the bank; the means re- 
commended by the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations [Mr. Camunetenc] for supplying the demands 
of the Government without resorting to Joans or taxes, are 
now resisted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Campnerene,} although the exigencies 
of the Government can be no otherwise met but by adopt- 
ing it, or resorting to loans and taxes. I repeat that I am 
surprised that any real opponent of the Bank of the United 
States should oppose this amendment. If the proposition 
had come from the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, how many of those who opposed the Bank of 
the United States would have resisted it? I venture to 
say, very few, ifone. Why should we not avail ourselves 
of our own resources, sell our own stocks, rather than 
create a new national debt; now when the shouts of grat- 


| vlation for the extinguishment of the old debt are still ring- 


ing in our ears? 

So much for that subject. I wish now to make some 
reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. THomas,]} upon the other branch of the amendment. 
It proposes to legalize the practice heretofore pursued by 
the Treasury, of issuing Treasury drafts upon the deposite 
banks, and to require and compel him to receive these 
drafts in payment of Government dues, when not paid by 
This prac- 
tice has been pursued since the suspension of specie pay- 
ments without any difficulty so far as the Treasury is con- 
cerned, and to the entire satisfaction of the public creditor. 


| It makes available those funds of the Treasury which are 


now pronounced to be unavailable. ‘These drafts are now 
only one or one and a half per cent. below specie. Under 
this course the deposite banks have paid about fifteen mil- 
lions of their debt to the Government, and if it be contin- 
ued, I have great hopes that all the deposite banks will dis- 
charge the balances due from them, satisfactorily to the 
public creditors, and without embarrassment or inconve- 
nience to themselves. Can any gentleman reasonably hope 
that Treasury notes will have a better credit than Treasury 
drafts? These-Treasury drafts will answer, as they have 
done as a medium of circulation, as a means of supplying 
domestic exchange, ‘Treasury notes, especially if they 
bear interest, will not circulate as currency ; they will be 
taken up for investment, and go into the hands of money- 
ed capitalists, and ‘‘rag barons,” as it is the fashion of 
one class of politicians to characterize men of wealth and 
moneyed institutions. 

The gentleman from Maryland says that there have 
been decisive indications given by this House that the is- 
suing of Treasury drafis, as has been heretofore done, 
should be discontinued, and expresses his astonishment 
that the proposition made by me, and accepted by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, should have been made, after these 
decisive indications. When, where, and how, have such 
indications been given by this House? No such evidence 
has been given, no such views have been developed, as 


| the opinion of this House. 


It is true, that we have had sent down to us from the 
Senate a bill which proposes to indulge the deposite banks, 
to give them indulgence to pay their debts to the Govern- 
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ment in three instalments, at 4, 6, and 9 months, and 
then to turn them over, if they do not pay, to the tender 

mercies of the Secretary of the Treasury, with all his gold 

and silver notions. 

The proposition now before you holds out to the banks 
an indulgence indefinite and unlimited, at the same time 
that it affords relief to the Government and the people, by 
authorizing an issue of drafts drawn upon these funds in 
the banks, making them available to the Government, 
without distressing the banks. I make an appeal to the 
gentlemen representing the West and Southwest, whose 
banks owe the largest sums, and which I am told by a 
member from that region cannot probably resume specie 
payments in less than eighteen months or two years, and 
ask them how they can reconcile it to themselves to re- 
fuse this amendment? The measure I propose will give 
these banks an indefinite indulgence, and at the same time 
make their balances available to the Government without 
the cost of a dollar, and in a way entirely free from all 
constitutional difficulty, while the measures recommended 
by the Executive have a direct tendency (I speak of all 
the measures, including the sub-Treasury scheme) to in- 
crease the demand for specie—to make difficulties in the 
way of resuming specie payments. I ask the gentlemen 
from the West and Southwest, if they are ready to agree 
that their banks shall be treated as bankrupts, and to have 
them pounced on by the district attorneys of the United 
States under the pending law! ‘The necessary effect of 
this would be, that those banks must sue their debtors, 
those indebted to the banks must sue their debtors, and 
thus all the people in those regions must be involved in 
one common ruin. 

It is my decided opinion that the means of meeting the 
exigencies of the country, proposed by the amendment, 
are preferable to the issue of Treasury notes, with or with- 
out interest. I am not able to see how T'reasury notes, 
without interest, issued only upon the faith of the Govern- 
ment, intended as a circulating medium, can be distin- 
guished from bills of credit—strictly a Government paper 
money. As at present advised, I cannot vote for such a 
bill, because I can see no constitutional authority in this 
Government to issue bills of credit. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to say, that I think the 
amendment of the gentleman, modified as it has been, on 
my motion, having the eflect of supplying the requisite 
means of meeting the demands of the Treasury, without 
taxes or Joans, ought to receive the favorable consideration 
of the House. 

Still, however, if the House reject this amendment, 
and no more acceptable and less questionable means of 
raising money can be suggested, I will vote for a loan of 
money, and the issue of certificates of loan in the form of 
Treasury notes b wing interest. In that form, I consider 
them substantially a loan, and therefore constitutional ; 
though I would prefer a direct loan. 

Mr. CUSHING followed, in reply to Mr. Lzeare. He 
quoted Judges Story, Marshall, and other authorities, to 
show that Treasury notes were bills of credit. 

Mr. FOSTER replied, arguing that ‘Treasury notes, to 
become bills of credit, must be issued as a circulating me- 
dium. He denied that a high or low rate of interest 
altered the case. He argued at length against the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MENEFEE addressed the House at large, in an 
eloquent and earnest speech, against the bill. 

Mr. CUSHMAN terminated the discussion by calling 
for the previous question, 

The CHAIR stated that, if it should prevail, the main 
question would be on the House bill as at first reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. (Cutting off, 
of course, Mr. Campretenc’s amendment, which engrafted 
the Senate’s bill on the enacting clause of the House bill. } 
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On the question of sustaining the call for the previous 
question there was a tie, the ayes being 88, and the noes 
88. The Caaria voting in the negative, it was not sus- 
tained. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG now pressed for action on the 
bill, and referred to pledges given by gentlemen of the op- 
position that a vote should be had this night. 

Mr. WISE replied, admitting that he had given such a 
pledge but for himself only. He did not undertake to 
command the House, or speak for it as at his bidding. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON obtained the floor, and addressed 
the House in a speech of great animation till late in the 
evening. 

Mr. PHILLIPS read to the House, from a document 
recently received, and not yet generally distributed, in re- 
ply to a call for the correspondence of the Treasury with 
various individuals, touching the terms of their reception 
of Treasury notes for specie; aud in which many commer- 
cial capitalists declined altogether having any thing to do 
with such a transaction. 

The question was at length obtained on the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Unpznwoop, and decided as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, W. 
B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, J. Cainpbell, 
W. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, 
Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Everett, Ewing, 
R. Fletcher, Fillmore, R. Garland, Goode, J. Graham, 
W. Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Halsted, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hop- 
kins, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, H. Johnson, W. C. John- 
son, Lawler, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 
S. Mason, Maury, Maxwe'!l, McKennan, Menefee, Mer- 
cer, Milligan, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, 
Patton, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Reed, Rench- 
er, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, A. H. 
Shepperd, C. Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Underwood, 
A. 8S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 
S. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—104. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsali, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Cambreleng, T. J. Carter, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, 
Conner, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, 
Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Howard, Hubley, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, 
N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, A. Loomis, Lyon, J.M. 
Mason, Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, 
McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, S. W. 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, 
Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. 
Williams, Worthington, and Yell—112. 

So the amendment moved by Mr. Uxpnerwoop was 
negatived. 

Mr. RHETT then moved an amendment, the effect of 
which would be, if agreed to, to make the bills payable 
‘* upon presentation,” after the expiration of one year from 
date, and to divest them of the character of interest-bearing 
notes. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of 
N. C., at about half past nine, adjourned. 
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As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. J. Q. ADAMS rose and asked leave to make an 
explanation; and, by general consent, was allowed to 
do so. 

It would be recollected (he said) that he had, on the 
preceding day, referred to the fate of propositions made at 
former sessions, to investigate alleged abuses in our Indian 
affairs, out of which the Creek and Seminole wars had 
grown. With respect to one of these propositions, by the 
gentleman from Alabama, he had stated that, after that 
gentleman had moved to refer the inquiry to a select com- 
mittee, a motion was made to refer it to the President of 
the United States, which motion prevailed: and he had 
then inquired whether any report or message, in conse- 
quence of that reference, had been sent by the President 
of the United States to this House. The question (Mr. 
A. said) he had asked, because he was ignorant whether 
such a report or message had been sent or not. He did 
not assert that such a report had not been made, but he 
had asked for information. To this inquiry he had receiv- 
ed no answer; from which he inferred that no communi- 
cation had been made to the House by the President upon 
the subject. Afterward, however, he had been informed 
that a message had been sent to the House on the subject 
just before the close of the last session of Congress, and 
had been laid on the table and ordered to be printed. Not 
having been printed before the close of the session, it had 
not come to his knowledge. It was printed afterwards, 
and constituted No. 154 of the Executive Documents. 
Since the adjournment last evening, he had seen it, and 
had read as much of it as it was possible for him to read 
between ten o’clock last night and the meeting of the House 
this morning; and, he must say, that a more heart-sick- 
ening document he had never read. It goes (said he) to 
prove to demonstration, if demonstration be required, the 
necessity of a full investigation into these abuses, by the 
order of Congress. ‘There were disclosures enough, even 
in this document, to make the blood tingle in the veins of 
every man who read it. 

Mr. A. said he had thought proper to make this expla- 
nation, because he was not willing that an impression 
should go abroad, from his statement, that the Executive 
had not done its duty in reference to the vote of this House 
upon the subject. ‘The Executive had acted upon the sub- 
ject, it appeared, promptly ; had appointed two citizens, 
Mr. Crawford and Mr. Balch, commissioners for the pur- 
pose, and authorized them to make the required investiga- 
tions. These commissioners, acting under instructions 
from the Executive, had collected a vast deal of informa- 
tion, contained in their report, which was, however, only 
a report in part, much remaining yet to be disclosed. As 
far as he could judge, the trust reposed by the resolution 
of this House had been faithfully performed, as well by 
the Executive as by the individuals who acted as commis- 
sioners by his appointment. 

In justice to himself, as well as to the Executive of the 
United States, Mr. A. said he made this explanation. 


FLORIDA WAR. 


The House then proceeded to the unfinished business of 
the morning hour, which was the consideration of the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted by Mr. Wiss on the 19th 
instant : 

** Resolved, That a select committee be appointed by bal- 
lot to inquire into the cause of the Florida war, and into 
the causes of the delays and failures, and the expenditures 
which have attended the prosecution of that war, and into 
the manner of its conduct, and the facts of its history gen- 
erally ; that the said committee have power to send for 
persons and papers, and that it have power to sit in the 
recess, and that it make report to the next session of 
Congress.” 


Florida War. 
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Mr. GLASCOCK had moved to amend the foregoing 
resolution by striking out all after the word ‘* resolved,” 
and inserting the following : 

**That a select committee be appointed to inquire into 
the cause of the Florida war, and the causes of the extra. 
ordinary delays and failures, and the expenditures which 
have attended the prosecution of the same, and all the facts 
connected with its history generally; and that said com- 
mittee have power to send for-persons and papers, except 
such persons as may be engaged at the time in the Florida 
war.” 

The question immediately pending was the motion of 
Mr. Howanprp to strike out the words ‘that a select com- 
mittee be appointed,” and insert ‘* that the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed.” 

Mr. McKAY had not intended taking any part in this 
debate, and would not now have done so, had it not been 
for the remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, { Mr. 
Apams,] on yesterday, in relation to the composition of 
the Committee on Military Affairs. The gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Howarp,] who bad made the proposition 
to refer this subject to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
would do him the justice to say that the amendment was 
moved without any consultation with him, and he presum- 
ed without any consultation with any member of the Mili- 
tary Committee. The gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Anams] had objected to sending the inquiry to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, because eight of its mem- 
bers were friends of power, as he chose to designate them. 
By this, however, he understood the gentleman as mean- 
ing nothing offensive, but merely that eight of its mem- 
bers were in favor of the administration, and but one op- 
posed it. Now he (Mr. McK.) believed it was well un- 
derstood that this coinmittee has had no connexion with 
the politics of the country, as all that ever was required of 
it was, to look to the military affairs of the country, and 
all subjects connected therewith. He had taken the trou- 
ble: to look into this matter, and see how this committee 
had been made up for some years back, and would call the 
attention of the House to the fact. Four years ago the 
Military Committee was organized precisely as it is now. 
When the distinguished gentleman from Virginia, who is 
now our Minister to England, occupied the Chair, this 
committee was made up in the same way, and it was pre- 
cisely the same while the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
Bett) was presiding officer of the House. This commit- 
tee still stood, with reference to the administration, eight to 
one. During the second session of the twenty-third Con- 
gress, Mr. Vance, who is the present Governor of Ohio, 
was the only member on that committee opposed to the 
administration; and during the twenty-fourth Congress, 
Mr. Bunch, of Tennessee, if he might be considered an 
opponent of the administration, was the only member on 
that committee in the opposition. ‘This he thought was a 
sufficient answer to the objections of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts on this point. Well, how was it with re- 
gard to other committees of this House? He took it, if 
gentlemen would take the trouble to examine, that they 
would find many of the committees with majorities opposed 
to the administration. ‘The committee of which the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts is chairman, (the Committee 
on Manufactures, ) has a majority of its members opposed 
to the administration. It was the same case with the Com- 
mittee of Claimy. It was the same with all the principal 
committees on the expenditures of the Executive Depart- 
ments. The committees on the expenditures of the War 
Department, the Navy Department, and the Post Office 
Department, had all majorities opposed to the administra- 
tion. With regard to the Committee on Military Aftairs 
being composed of eight friends of the administration, and 
one member of the opposition, he presumed it was al 
together accidental. He observed it was in accordance 
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with the previous practice of the House, as it was precise- 
ly in the same situation in which it had been in for the 
last four years, and he had never before heard any com- 
plaint in relation to it. But the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had urged another objection against this commit- 
tee, and that objection was, that there were eight of its 
members taken trom the Southern States, and only one 
left to take charge of the peculiar interests of the Northern 
States. Now, if the gentleman would look into the organi- 
zation of the other committees, he would find the same ob- 
jections to lie against them. 

How is it with the Committee of Ways and Means? 
Out of the nine members of that committee, there was only 
one member, the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Hamer,] to 
take care of the interests of the whole valley of the Missis- 
sippi and Ohio. 
of which the gentleman from Massachusetts himself is 
chairman, the Committce on Manufactures—a committee 
whose measures affect all branches of industry in the coun- 
try? Seven of its members live in the Northern States, 
and four of that seven in the New England States, while 
the whole of the Southern States had but one person on it 
to represent their interests. How is it with regard to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs and the Committee on Com- 
merce’? The Western States have not a single member 
on the Committee on Naval Affairs or the Committee on 
Commerce to represent their interests. 

But, could not the gentleman from Massachusetts see 
the fallacy of these objections? There were only nine 
members on each committee, and there were twenty-six 
States in the Union; so that it was a natural consequence 
that at least seventeen States must be unrepresented on 
each committee. There was, therefore, nothing in the ob- 
jection. He would next call the attention of the gentle- 
man to the Committee on Roads and Canals—a committee 
so intimately connected with the great question of inter- 
nal improvements. ‘That committee stands seven to two, 
and only one of its number to take care of the interests of 
the ten States in the South and Southwest. That com- 
mittee, too, stands, in regard to the administration, in pre- 
cisely the same situation as the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, on yesterday, said 
that, during the last long session of Congress, a resolution 
was adopted caJling on the late President of the United 


How is it with regard to the committee | 
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late Creek war, and that no answer was returned by the | 


President. On this morning, however, the gentleman had 
corrected this statement, but had again fallen into an error. 


The gentleman had said that the resolution was answered | 


by the President within a day or two of the end of the ses- 
sion. Now, if the gentleman would consult the journal, 
he will find that this communication was sent in on the 
14th day of February; that it was only a report in part; 
aud that the commissioners appointed by the President to 
make the necessary examinations were engaged in the fur- 
ther prosecution of the inquiry ; and Mr. McK. understood 
that they were now in this city preparing a report, to be 
laid before Congress at its next regular session. 

The resolution offered by the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Wis] proposes an inquiry into the causes of delay 
and expenditure in the prosecution of the Florida war. 
Now, that gentleman will recollect that, during a former 
Congress, he submitted a resolution calling for information 
from the departments relative to this identical subject. On 
the 22d of May, it would be found, by referring to the 
journals, that a resolution was adopted, on motiun of the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wuse,} calling: on the 
President to communicate to the House all measures taken 
to suppress Indian hostilities in Florida, and also to com- 
municate the causes of such hostilities. It would also be 
found that on the 26th the President sent a report from 


| relative to the causes of those hostilities. 


the Secretary of War on the subject; on the 27th, an ad- 
ditional report ; and on the 3d of June, a supplemental re- 
port on the same subject; therefore, there were three re- 
ports made in answer to this resolution, giving all the in- 
formation in relation to the causes of the war and the 
means taken to suppress Indian hostilities. 

Mr. WISE said he knew that this report did not contain 
all the information in possession of the Department. He 
would not say by what authority he knew this; but the 
late Secretary of War himself knew by what: authority he 
(Mr. Wise) knew that he did not communicate to this 
House all the information in his possession. 

Mr. McKAY resumed. ‘hat did not affect what he 
was going to say. The gentleman says all the informa- 
tion was not communicated. That was extraordinary. 
He did not pretend to say that the gentleman had not good 
grounds for making the assertion; but let us look to the 
terms of the resolution. They were, that the President be 
requested to communicate all the measures taken for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities, and all the information 
Now, if what 
was stated by the gentleman from Virginia was true, it 
would form a grave matter of inquiry for the House to take 
notice Of, and it would be called upon to institute some in- 
quiry into the conduct of the late Secretary of War in con- 
sequence of this dereliction of duty. But, would the House 
suppose that the Secretary was so very regardless of his 
official duty as not to comply with the order of the House, 
requiring him to communicate all the information in regard 
to the causes of this war ? 

Mr. WISE said he would now state by what authority 
he spoke. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) the Secretary of War, 
unless his messenger told a falsehood, did, before he an- 
swered that very call, send a gentleman to me with certain 
papers marked confidential. ‘They were submitted to me, 
and I know it upon this information. I read them, and 
the question was put to me, ‘* Do you want these papers ?” 
My reply was, that I wanted all relating to the subject. 

Mr. McKAY rose to resume ; when, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day. 


TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
The House then resumed the consideration of the ‘* bill 


| to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” being the sub- 
States to lay before Congress a statement in relation to the 


stitute reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

The question being on an amendment to the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Rarrr— 

Mr. RHETT modified his amendment so as to declare 
that the faith of the United States was pledged for the pay- 
ment of the notes, on presentation, at six months after 
their dates, respectively. 

Mr. BELL rose and said: It had been his wish to eub- 
mit his views upon this important subject while the bill 
was in committee, but he had been prevented by indisposi- 
tion; he did now intend to extend his remarks as far as 
he had designed to do, if time had permitted. The objec- 
tions to this measure, (said Mr. B.,) are in my mind great 
and insuperable. It may possibly be that I am misled by 
suspicions, and that | may mistake the object of the bill, 
and do gross injustice to the intentions of the administra- 
tion in pressing it upon Congress, but [ must say, in my 
own vindication, that if I should be mistaken, my suspi- 
cions are honestly and sincerely entertained. In ordinary 
times, and under ordinary circumstances, I could always 
find some clew to the real object of a measure; now no 
light comes from any quarter to direct my course. I 
might, and I did expect some light to spring up from the 
discussion of this question, but neither from the spirit nor 
matter of the past discussion can I gather any thing satis- 
factory. If I look to the votes of honorable members I am 
still left in the dark. It is well known that there is a re- 
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spectable minority of the members in this House repre- 
senting the party in power, which has been understood to 
be as widely separated as the polls of the earth from their 
political allies and the President himself in principle and 
doctrine upon the subject of the currency, and the new 
fiscal system recommended in the message; yet we find 
most of the gentlemen who compose this minority, the 
most thorough, prompt, and vigilant supporters not only 
of the administration generally, but of the measure under 
consideration in particular. How am [ to reconcile this 
course of honorable gentlemen with the principles they 
profess? How can I come to any satisfactory conclusion 
as to what is the real intention of the Executive in asking 
this extraordinary supply of money, and in the extraordi- 
nary shape in which it is proposed to be granted, when I 
find those I would have supposed as most hostile in inter- 
est, the most decided and determined in its support? We 
all know, sir, the power and influence of the Executive 
upon every great measure of policy about which there is 
any difference in this House or in the country. It is not 
only the personal influence of station, but the great amount 
of patronage connected with it, which insures this influ- 
ence. ‘The constitution, no doubt, contemplated some de- 
gree of influence of this nature. I was struck with the 
justness and force of a sentiment expressed by the distin- 
guished gentleman who sits before me, [Mr. Apams,] 
shortly after he took his seat upon this floor, and after the 
close of his administration of the Government. It was 
that, by the constitution, it was not only ordained and in- 
tended that there should be three co-ordinate departments 
of the Government, but that they should also be co-oper- 
ative. 
by the constitution, I do not object to. I subscribe to the 
propriety of it; but, acting upon this principle, how are 
we—how ought we, in common candor, to regard the 
measure under consideration, and those connected with it, 
which found their way into this House under Executive 
sanction? How otherwise can we regard them, without 
disparagement to the Executive, but as the ways and means 
of carrying into execution, in the must active and effectual 
manner, the doctrines and policy laid down in the mes- 
sage ? and so we must regard them, unless we are disposed 
to make a direct attack upon the President, and charge 
him with insincerity and double dealing. Bat it is not 
only the course of those gentlemen in this House, who are 
denominated conservatives, which perplexes me upon this 
point. In the semi-official organ of the administration, or 
rather of what is considered the orthodox and largest por- 
tion of the party in power, (the Globe,) published this 
morning, I find the extraordinary declaration and avowal 
which I will read to the House : 

‘“* We have been requested by our political friends in 
different parts of the country to give a place to accounts of 
democratic meetings approving the message and the Secre- 
tary’s report on the finances in the warmest terms, and 
pledging vigorous support to the administration and its 
friends in carrying out the doctrines set forth in those ad- 
mirable state papers.” 

In the same organ I saw, but a few days ago, the senti- 
ment avowed, that the recent votes in the two Houses of 
Congress give strong indications that the “dynasty of banks, 
both great and small, approached its end.” What, sir, are 
we to conclude from these annunciations, but more partic- 


‘The due degree of Executive influence designed | 
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ularly when we connect with them the course of the con- | 


servatives of this House? 
message and the report uf the Secretary of the Treasury 
which are to receive the vigorous support of the alleged 
democracy of the country! The doctrines of the message 
propose the sub-Treasury scheme, and reject the idea of 
giving credit to banks and bank paper at any time. The 
report of the Secretary, among other things, gives us a de- 
tailed plan of a fiscal system, which is to all important ends 
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and purposes a Treasury bank. Now, sir, which of those 
two systems is to be supported by the party in power for the 
future, or, if neither finds favor by itself, how much of one 
is to be combined with the other, and carried out by this 
administration? Have we not a right to some explanation: 
upon this subject? Have not the country a right to de- 
mand an explanation of these mysterious declarations ' 
What are the real designs of the administration? Have 
the conservatives made terms with the President and those 
who sustained him in his message? Have they been prom 
ised that their banks and bank notes shall not be molested ' 
that they shall be saved from the general wreck which has 
been threatened to the banking system in this country ' 
From my personal knowledge of the character and princi- 
ples of many of those gentlemen, I do not believe them 
capable of compromising the general interests of the coun- 
try, and acting upon a compromise so narrow, selfish, or 
unworthy. But do they not owe it to this House and th: 
country to avow the real principles of the compromise, |! 
they have made one, and I must suppose they have! 
Have they agreed that they will give their support to any, 
and, if any, te what extent, to the issue of a paper circu 
lation founded upon the credit and revenues of the Gov 
ernment, or, in other words, of a Government bank? and, 
if they have, what securities have they taken for the fulfil. 
ment of the engagement on the part of the administration, 
or of that portion of the party in power which has been 
understood to favor the doctrines of the message? Sir, | 
know I have no right to demand an answer to any of these 
questions; but I refer to the subject which gives rise to 
them because I am bewildered—I am amazed by what | 
see and hear of Jate connected with this subject, and I wish 
more light. At one time I am led to suppose that a fiat 
has gone forth for the utter annihilation and destruction of 
the whole banking system, as it has been practised for the 
last half a century; at another time, and looking to the 
course of the same party, I cannot resist the conclasivn 
that State banks are to be suffered to exist upon the terms 
of permitting the establishment of a Government bank to 
supply a portion, at least, of the circulating medium of the 
country; and again, sir, Iam not at all satisfied that one 
of the parties to the arrangement are not to be the victims 
of their confidence in their political friends, and will fin 
that they are duped when it is too late to repair their steps. 
Under all the circumstances of the case, the perplexity 
and mystery in which the whole subject is involved, I am 
constrained to act upon my own best judgment, with such 
lights only as chance and observation have thrown in my 
way. For myself, I regard this bill as one and by far the 
most important one of that series of measures which bas 
been deliberately planned and brought forward, with a view 
to wage a war not only against banks and bank paper, bu! 
against the whole system of trade, credit, and finance, 
which has raised this country to its present elevated rank 
among nations ; and I regard this as the bill of supply—the 
money bill to carry on the war. Pass this bill, and you 
will enable the Executive to carry out and put in practice 
whatever system of policy he pleases, whether it be the 
pure sub-Treasury scheme or a Treasury bank, or a com- 
bination of both. I have from the first regarded this as 
the most important, in every point of view, of all those 
measures upon which we are called upon to act. I car 
nothing, comparatively, for any other. It is the pivot upon 


| which all the plans of the Executive, whatever they may 
What are those doctrines of the | 


be, turn. This bill, or rather the supplies anticipated from 


| it, may be justly regarded as answering all the purposes o! 





the party in power with equal effect to the pou sto desire! 
by the famous Greek mathematician. Give the adminis 
tration the aid which this bill proposes, and they will be 
able to move this House and this nation at will. It is, in 
every point of view, such a measure—one involving s0 
many-important results of a mischievous character—that 
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Here, then, I plant myself; here I take my stand, and I 
will maintain it until I am driven from it by the force of 
numbers. I earnestly invite and invoke all those who 
think it safest to meet danger on the threshold—all those 
who prefer old and established institutions to new and un- 
tried expedients—all who prefer a paper circulating medium 
to the evils of the proposed experiment of an exclusive 
gold and silver currency—all those who prefer a national 
incorporated bank to a bank connected with the Treasury, 
and founded upon the revenues of the Government—all 
those who prefer bank paper to bills of credit or a Govern- 
ment paper money, to come and do battle with me against 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, has any one fully and duly considered, 
how many, how vast, and how overwhelming are the con- 
siderations connected with this question, and the conse- 
quences that may grow out of a measure of this nature at 
this particular juncture? I concur most heartily with the 
sentiments expressed by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Prexens,] the other day, in speaking of the 
new 'T'reasury schemes which have been recommended for 
our consideration. 1 do heartily and truly believe that the 
destiny of this country, for good or for evil, will depend 
greatly upon the decision of the questions which they pre- 
sent. The mind fails in an effort to grasp the whole of 
this important subject; no powers are adequate to do full 
justice to the great issues which are involved. The argu- 
ment embraces in its range the fate of the federal consti- 
tution, of free Government itself! Of all the causes which 
in modern times have deeply excited, agitated, and convuls- 
ed a people, but few had a more certain, rapid, and fear- 
ful tendency to engender a spirit of opposition to the laws 
and to revolution, than a debased and disordered currency. 
I need not refer to the examples which past history affords 
of this nature. I will not even revert to the deep feeling, 
the intense excitement, which manifested themselves in 
our large cities, at a recent date, in connexion with this 
subject; but I will say, that such instances of popular ex- 
citement, upon such occasions, ought never to be lost sight 
of by the statesmen of this country, nor will they be either 
tauntingly referred to, or slightly regarded by any man 
who has any just claim to the rank and character of one. 
What I fear upon this subject is, that we have only ar- 
rived at the first stage of this disorder—that greater embar- 
rassments, and yet wider spread mischiefs, await us in the 
progress of it; that the state of the currency is yet to be- 
come a subject of deeper and more permanent discontent ; 
that the blindness of party prejudice, the obstinacy of party 
interest, and the infatuation of power, will defeat every 
prudent remedy, and bring on a crisis of open resistance 
to the laws, and leave the institutions of the country, both 
local and general, a prey to anarchy. ‘This, sir, is my 
fear; and I regard this bill as one of the forerunners of a 
train of measures, on the part of the Government, which 
are well calculated to lead to this last and most fatal ca- 
lamity which can befall a country. Mr. Speaker, I warn 
gentlemen that, if this administration shall be so infatuated 
as to persevere for any lengh of time in the policy of re- 
quiring the public revenue to be collected in gold and sil- 
ver, and disbursed among the officeholders, contractors, and 
others, dependent upon the Government, while the only 
money in use among the people is bank paper, or any 
other paper of less value than gold and silver—if the dis- 
tinction shall be attempted to be kept up much longer be- 
tween the Government and the people—gold and silver for 
the Government and its trains of officials, and a deprecia- 
ted paper for the people, resistance must and will come. 
[t is not in the blood of the race of freemen which inhabit 
this free country to submit long and tamely to so unjust, 
exacting, and oppressive a course of policy.. And let it be 
borne in mind by every member in this House, who shal] 
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record his vote in favor of this bill, that he thereby sanc- 
tions this arbitrary and unjust policy of the administration, 
and draws the line between the Government and the peo- 
ple! Pass this bill, and the Government is put above and 
made independent of the people ; those in power will have 
the means of carrying out their policy in defiance of the 
popular will, at least until the people shall again have the 
privilege of interposing through the elective right. I have 
seen it stated, that this objection, that any distinction is 
made by the present course of things between the Govern- 
mentand the people, has been refuted, if not in this House, 
in another place; but, sir, I have not seen or heard the 
argument by which it was done, nor do I believe it to be in 
the power of argument to do any such thing. Again, sir, 
whoever gives his support to this bill endorses and becomes 
responsible for the present course and future policy of this 
administration, in relation to the currency and every other 
interest connected with it. And let no one delude himself 
with the idea that there is nothing to be apprehended from 
the men in power, however mischievous or wicked their 
designs. Let us not underrate the genius and ability of 
those who possess the guiding influence over our public af- 
fairs at the present juncture. They are profoundly versed 
in the knowledge of men and of the motives to human ac- 
tion. They are also distinguished for great caution, secrecy, 
and skillin effecting their purposes. They possess another 
great advantage over most men who have attaiged their in- 
fluence and station in Government and society. They are 
for the most part entirely reckless of all consequences, ex- 
cept such a; relate to themselves, and afiect their interests. 
Such persons--such advantages, are not to be slightly re- 
garded by those who desire to restore the country to quiet 
and prosperity. Can we who sit here any longer doubt the 
skill of the administration in carrying their measures * 
Have the opposition yet succeeded—is there any probability 
that they will succeed, in effecting a single modification of 
any one measure of all those which were no doubt pre- 
pared before we sat out from our homes, which have been 
submitted to us merely, as it would seem, that we might 
confirm by our votes what long since had been resolved 
upon and fixed by the Executive Department of the Gov- 
ernment? No facts, however stubborn or important--no 


| reasoning, however conclusive and unanswerable—have the 


least effect; the measures must, and, it seems, wil] be car- 
ried. Although, sir, I am not in the habit of relying upon 
rumors which I hear out of doors, yet I have heard it 
stated from such respectable sources this morning, that the 
Secretary of the Treasury has had such entire confidence 
in the success of every measure proposed at the opening of 
the session, and, among others, the bill now under discus- 
sion, that the plates for printing the notes have already been 
engraved, and perhaps the notes actually struck off. If [ 
do any injustice to the Secretary, I will openly acknowledge 
it the moment the statement shall be denied upon his au- 
thority. But, sir, if this be the fact, how idle, how absurd, 
are all our discussions here? Every thing is fixed and 
settled by an influence and power beyond our control. My 
honorable friend from Kentucky [Mr. Usperwoop] wa; 
not aware of the ground upon which he was treading last 
evening, in proposing his amendment, and in what a di- 
lemma he would have placed the Secretary of the Treasury 
if he had carried it. 

But, whatever may be the destiny of this bill, I will not 
forbear to show that it is founded upon a pretext which is 
utterly unfounded. Sir, there is no deficit in the Treasury 


*which it has not been the policy of the administration to 


produce—which they have ‘not designedly created, and 
which they cannot amply supply without the aid of this 
bill. I say, sir, that there is no evidence before us, or be- 
fore the public, that there is, or is likely to be, any defi- 
ciency of means in the Treasury to meet all the demands 
upon it during the remaining quarter of the year, except 
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this bill; by which it seems that ten millions of dollars are 
required by the administration for the public service. Every 
other circumstance in the conduct of the administration in- 
dicates an overflowing Treasury. At the very moment, and 
during the entire period, within which it might be sup- 
posed this alledged deficiency of means in the Treasury 
would be felt or apprehended, what has been the uniform 
course of the administration? One of uniform extrava- 
gance and profusion, as far as the expenditures of the pub- 
lic moneys are concerned. Need 1 refer to the evidence 
furnished by the report of the Chief of the Engineer De- 
partment, which has been laid upon our table, that special 
instruetions had been issued last spring that the moneys 
appropriated should be expended as speedily as possible? 
Need I recapitulate the facts, that four millions of dollars 
asked at the last session forthe support of the Florida war, 
are stated to have been already exhausted, and one mil- 
lion and a half more are demanded, and yet the campaign 


has not opened; that, judging from the accounts which | 


we see in the public papers, and from rumor, seven or 
eight thousand troops are about being collected to oppose 
some fifteen hundred hostile Indians and negroes? Does 
this look like an exhausted Treasury? But we need not 
go so far for proofs of the true condition of the Treasury. 
Look around you, sir, and reflect upon the scenes that are 
passing before our eyes almost every day. How many 
delegations from far distant tribes of Indians have we seen 
during this short session, decked out in all the extravagant 
and fantastic trappings of savage pomp and vanity, come, 
sir, for the purpose, and according to a now well-establish- 
ed system of policy, of supplying the deficits which have 
lately been felt in the coffers of some favorite officeholders, 
jobbers, or agents of some kind, which swarm upon your 
northwestern frontier? We know, sir, that this has been 
regarded as a great abuse for the last ten years, yet we see 
it daily increasing. So imposing and pompous an exhibi- 
tion of bands of savages from our Western frontier, I be- 
lieve has never befure been witnessed in this city, as during 
the present short session. We have regular and formal 
bulletins announcing their movements in all the daily pa- 
pers of the city ; and thousands of the resident and visiting 
population are frequently entertained by public councils 
held with them by the Secretary of War, in some of the 
public buildings in the Court end of the city. It is even 
left doubtful, whether the interest got up by these exhibi- 
tions has not surpassed, for the time, that inspired by the 
proceedings of Congress, weighty and important as the 
matters are which brought us together. Well, sir, what 
has been the result of ali this parade and these inventions 
for popular entertainment? I can only answer, by refer- 
ting to such sources of information as are within my reach, 
I observe a statement upon this subject in the Globe a few 
mornings ago. With permission 1| will read it for the ed- 
ification of all true reformists, and all those, especially, 
who are disturbed at the idea that the Government will not 
have money enough to keep it together unless we vote this 
bill. 

‘*The councils that have recently been held with the 
Sioux of the Mississippi, terminated in the conclusion of a 
treaty, by which it is at present only proper to say, their 
title to about five millions of acres of land was extinguish- 
ed for a consideration of one million of dollars. The tract 
thus acquired lies east of the Mississippi river, and has 
been used as a hunting ground, the dwellings of the In- 
dians being on the west side of the river. They still re- 
tain the privilege of hunting en the land they have ceded, 
so that there is but little reason for the sentimental lamen- 
tations that some writers on the subject have indulged in.” 

So it appears that we have given a million of dollars to 
the Sioux, who reside west of the Mississippi, for their 
occupant sight to a tract of land lying east of that river, 
which they have heretofore hunted upon, and which, by 
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the terms of the treaty, they are still entitled to use in the 
same manner! Now, what are we to think of an adminis- 
tration which could sanction such a proceeding, at the 
very moment when its advocates in this House are put- 
ting their inventions to the rack, to prove that there is not 
money enough in the Treasury to carry on the Govern. 
ment during the remaining quarter of the year? And what 
are we to think of the sincerity of men, who say, that we 
are bound, in duty to the country, to vote this supply of 
ten millions? Sir, I have no personal acquaintance with 
the Secretary of War. I am informed that he is a gentle- 
man of learning and ability, and far above any impropei 
design, either in assembling the Indians here at the pres- 
ent juncture, or in making unnecessary and extravagant 
treaties with them; but from my knowledge of the condi- 
tion of the Indian tribes on the upper Mississippi, and the 
policy recommended by the most prudent and able men in 
the public service in that quarter, I am bound to say that 
the honorabie Secretary has been grossly abused and mis- 
led in this business, and that the true interests of the coun- 
try are wholly overlooked by those under whose counsel 
and advice more than one-half these treaties are made. 

So much for the practical evidences furnished by the ad- 
ministration of the exhausted condition of the Treasury. 
But I will show, in a still more conclusive manner, that 
the pretext for the passage of this bill is not well founded 
The respectable and honorable member from Maryland, 
and who is also a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. McKt™,] has told us with a manly candor, 
worthy of all praise, that there will be a surplus of means 
in the Treasury at the end of the year, after gatisfying ull 
the actual demands upon the Treasury up to that time, of 
four millions of dollars. {Mr. McKim explained, and 
stated the surplus at three millions eight hundred thousand 
dollars.] Well, sir, let it be so reduced, and it is still 
quite large enough. But it is due to that gentleman to ad- 
mit, that he further stated, that of the funds taken into his 
estimate, he supposed five millions would be unavailable ; 
but why are there five millions supposed to be unavailable! 
Simply because that amount was due to the Government 
from the deposite banks in the Southwest. Sir, is it not 
in the power of the Government to pay its creditors in 
drafts upon these banks, in the same manner that it has 


heretofore done? Is not a protested Government draft up- 


on a bank in Louisiana, Alabama or Mississippi, as sale- 
able in the market, as one drawn upon Philadelphia or 
New York, or any of the Eastern banks? [Mr. McKim 
said no one would take a draft upon the Southwest, if he 
could get any thing better from the Government, because 
it required some length of time to have i: prc tested for 
payment at so great a distance, and he would have to lie 
out of the use of his funds in the mean time.] I am 
again indebted to my respected friend from Maryland for 
his candor. He has only stated what I knew before ; but 
no gentleman who supports this bill has been brought to 
admit so much before. The facts are too plain for denial 
or cavil. ‘These protested drafts, the gentleman from New 
York informed us yesterday, were within one per cent. 
of being at par with specie in New York, They are sell- 
ing at a premium of four or four and a half per cent. in 
currency, and specie at only five. Now, what is it that 
constitutes the value of these drafts? Not, surely, that they 
are drawn upon ore bank in preference to another. No 
matter upon what bank they may be drawn, it is known 
they will not be paid by the bank on demand. It is their 
being receivable for customs and for public lands which 
constitutes their true value. If they were drawn upon the 
man in the moon they would be equally valuable. It is 
equally plain that the only difference between a draft upon 
a bank in Mississippi or Alabama, and one upon a bank 
in one of the Eastern cities, is founded upon the difference 
of time required to present and protest in the one case and 
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the other. Let the officers of the Government, then, only 
say to its creditors, if the truth be so, that they can no 
longer draw upon any bank, but some one in the South- 
west, and the whole difficulty is solved ; the Government 
will have ample means to pay all demands upon it, and 
upwards of three millions of a surplus! Why shall the 
Government not avail itself of these means to pay its debts? 
Why will it not? Simply because it is its policy at pres- 
ent, to have the power of throwing ten millions in Treas- 
ury drafts into circulation. As to the wants of Govern- 
ment, I repeat, it is an unfounded pretext. 

But, sir, there is a much better way yet of supplying 
any possible deficiency of means in the Treasury, and at 
the same time of relieving the people as well as the Gov- 
ernment. I have said there is no deficit in the Treasury 
but such a one as the administration, in the exercise ef 
their discretion, and to further their schemes of future pol- 
icy, had created. I have already shown that, by continu- 
ing the practice of drawing upon the deposite banks, as 
heretofore, the deficit vanishes; but, say the friends of the 
administration, we want to supply a medium of exchange ; 
we wish to put into circulation a species of paper, in the 
shape of Treasury notes, which will be a relief to the coun- 
try just at this time. My remedy for any real or pretend- 
ed deficit in the ‘Treasury, and the one which is certainly 
called for by the suffering condition of the country, is to 
compel the Government to recognise and accredit the only 
circulating medium which has any existence in the coun- 
try, by receiving and disbursing the public revenue in it. 
And the most surprising feature in the history of the times, 
is that a whole people would so long submit without tumult 
and open violation of the order of the Executive requiring 
all dues to the Government to be collected in gold and sil- 
ver. Gold and silver no longer circulates—they are only 
to be acquired by purchase and by paying a price regulated 
like ary other article of property, by the proportion between 
the supply and the demand. They are articles bought and 
sold just like any other commodity of trade, and have, 
moreover, been rendered scarce and high by the great de- 
mand which has existed to pay foreign debts, and by being 
hoarded in banks and by individuals. An example of equal 
daring, on the part of the administration of a Government, 
does not exist on record. The most arbitrary and despotic 
monarch that ever sat upon a throne would not have dared 


this Government after the deposite banks suspended specie 
payment; nor would the power of any such tyrant have 


been safe under such an experiment. It is only in a Govern- | 


nent at least nominally free, and claiming to act in the name 
of the people, that such a measure could be sustained at 
all; and, but for the interests of party, which have for some 
years been paramount to every other in this country, even 
in this free Government the administration would have been 
compelled to have convoked Congress, or to have permitted 
the public taxes to be paid in the circulating medium of the 
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country within ote month from the commencement of a | 


different experiment. ‘The present bill proposes to sustain 
this gross outrage upon the people; the attempt to collect 
a revenue of twenty-five or thirty millions of dollars, not in 
the circulating medium of the country, which the Govern- 
ment rejects and spurns, but in an article of traffic, in a 
species of property which must be bought at any sacrifice, 
aud when it is collected is to be poured into the laps of a 
favorite and preferred class. No other Government could 
stand under such an experiment sixty days. 
the House, by rejecting this bill, to compel the administra- 
tion to abandon this unjust, and before unheard-of policy. 

I have seen it stated in a beautifully written and specious 


administration on this point. I deny the position. The 


eternal principles of equality and justice are on the other 
side. 


I call upon | 
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It does seem to me, Mr. Speaker, that there is a great 
and prevalent error abroad upon this question. I mean 
that the acquiescence is too general in the opinion, that 
Government may be permitted to reject the circulating 
medium of the country in the collection of its taxes, and 
coerce a payment in-a species of money which is not cur- 
rent. The reason for this forbearance and acquiescence is 
obvious. 4 set of men, desperate and daring, and claiming 
to act in the name of a great and dominant party, have 
pushed their ultra doctrines so boldly and confidently that 
the moderate men of their own party, as well as the oppo- 
sition, have felt too happy at the prospect of closing with 
them upon terms quite short of their own wishes or views 
as to what the country requires, merely because they ap- 
pear well and good when contrasted with the antagonist 
scheme. Even so much gained, or rather saved, from the 
reckless and mischievous control of those who are now at 
the head of affairs is looked upon as a victory! But of what 
worth is such a victory? What do the conservatives se- 
cure to themselves or to the country if they shall succeed 
in getting their amendments adopted upon the sub-Treasu- 
ry bill reported in this House? Sir, I would not give one 
copper for all their amedments put togother. What, if 
they shall get it enacted that the notes of specie-paying 
banks shall be received in payment of Government dues— 
what, though it shall be provided that the public moneys 
shall still be kept on special deposite in the banks—all their 
apparent guards will only enable the Executive, if he is 
so disposed, to execute his policy under safer disguises. 
Through a thousand channels, impenetrable to this House 
and the public eye, the numerous collectors and receivers 
of public moneys can be compelled and constrained in such 
a manner as to stop any bank the moment it opens its 
vaults. ‘The policy of the administration may be to make 
its attacks_ upon the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, 
with a view to stifie its operations or destroy it altogether. 
If success shall attend that operation, all the others will fol- 
low in detail, if such be the policy or purpose of those in 
power. It may be, however, that the vast power which 
the Executive will possess through the sub-T'reasury 
scheme will only be emploved in making war upon such of 


| the local banks as shall be disobedient, or under unsuitable 


influences, and in this way make the entire State bank 


| interest subservient to the political views of the party in 
to issue such an edict as went forth from the Executive of | 


power. In no way can you escape the power of the Ex 

ecutive in carrying out his plans, whatever they may be, 
if you arm him with sufficient means, and among othtrs 
the power of supplying a circulation from the Treasury, as 
it is proposed todo. Mr. Van Buren was never in more 
danger than he was at the commencement of the session. 
The danger was that some of his followers would separate 
from him before he had time to explain. They might sup- 
pose that he meant to act upon the doctrines avowed in his 
message, and before he had time to give the proper assu- 
rances in a safe manner, his party might be dissolved. But 
the gentlemen from New York were soon satisfied, or at 
least pacified with the assurances that their favorite safety 
fund association would not be injured. What other ac- 
surances they may have received I know not, but I warn 
them not to be too easily quieted, or to take it for granted 
that all will be well. I have been a looker on here too long 
not to gather something from the signs of the times. It is 
quite evident to me that the party, whatever may be its 
strength, which is sincerely disposed to destroy all banks, 
and provide a gold and silver currency, or a currency con- 
stituted of Government paper, or one compounded of the 


| two, seeing that they are foiled for the present, and that 


| they cannot succeed here, have determined not to press the 
essay upon this subject, that principle is on the side of the | 


question for the present. ‘They want another trial before 
the people, and our good conservatives, when they least 
expect an onset, may feel themselves overwhelmed by what 
is denominated the democracy of numbers 
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But to return to the question. What I contend for is, 
that the Government, at every point where its disburse- | 


ments are to be made, shall pay in the currency or bank | 


paper which is there current and receivable at.par in the 
payment of debts, or for property and provisions at cash 
prices. If payments are to be made abroad, or to Indian 
tribes, which are placed upon the footing of foreign nations, 
let the gould and silver be bought for these disbursements, 
at the charge of the Treasury, as it is fit; it being much 


better that the people should pay this premium for specie | 
in these instances than to be taxed and harassed tenfold | 


by the policy now in operation. If the Government shall 
do this, there will be an end of all Treasury embarrassments. 


Well, why shall not the Government be compelled to this | 


course! Is there any practical inconvenience in the plan 
proposed? We shall see. 

Our greatest disbursements, at present, are in a quarter 
where, it is said, we have the largest amount of unavaila- 
ble funds—in the vicinity of Louisiana, Alabama, and Mis- 
sissippi—growing out of the Florida war, and to subsist 
the Indians west of the Mississippi. In that whole region, 
or upon the borders of it, the notes of the Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, and Mississippi banks are current at par. 
The same state of things exists on the northwestern fron- 
tier. The notes of the banks of Iilinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
and Missouri, are current throughout that region. 


or upon the harbors of Lakes Michigan, Erie, and Ontario, 


York, are current in every part of those districts. If dis- 
bursements are to be made at any point upon the Atlantic, 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 
eee Senne Notes. ces 


| this same depreciated currency? And this they are forced 


| ment paper circulation. 
the notes of the banks of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, or New | 


at your navy yards, upon your fortifications, or in this city, | 


at all these various points the local bank notes are current 
at par, in payment not only ef old debts, but for property 
at reduced prices; for, the principal amount of debt in 


every section is owing to the banks, and the great demand | That favored class will receive ten per cent. in addition to 


is for bank notes, and not fer specie. Thus it is demon- 
strated there can be no practical difficulty in the exten- 
sion of the policy called fer by the best interests of the 
country. 

Will there be any injustice done the creditors of the Gov- 
ernment by this course of policy? The very idea that there 
can be any injustice, under the circumstances, to the pub- 
lic creditors, is an absurdity. An officer or creditor, under 
éXisting circumstances, who receives specie from the Gov- 
ernment, gets notoriously ten per cent. advance upon his 
just and equitable demand. Equal right and justice, in all 


such sudden changes in prices, produced by a curtailment | 


of the circulating medium of the country, would require 
that all past contracts for the payment of moneys should 
be scaled and reduced according to the appreciation of 


money and the depreciation of property which has taken | 


place since the date of the contract; and our laws do not 
réquire this, not because it would not be just, but because 


of the evils attending a fluctuating standard of money | 


value. But the truth is, that bank notes are, at this day, 
worth more—they will buy more provisions or property of 
any kind, at cash prices, than an equal amount of gold and 
silver would have commanded at any time within the last 
three or four years. I[t is no injustice, then, to compel 
the public creditors to-receive bank notes in payment of 
their demands upon the Government. 

But it has been said that it would be unconstitutional 
and illegal for the Government to pay, or offer to pay, its 
officers and creditors in depreciated bank paper. Very well, 
sir; and suppose this to be true, does the Gevernment of 
the United States stand upon any higher ground in this re- 
spect than the millions of freemen for whose benefit, and 
by whom the Government was established, and who are 
compelled by a moral necessity, both to receive and pay in 
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to do, not by any default of their own, but by the gross 
blanders and mal-administration of that arrogant Govern 

ment which now assumes the power to discriminate, and 
affects the right to be discriminated, in this respect, from 
the people. But are the obligations legal or constitutional 
resting upon this Government—the confederated Govern. 
ment of any higher or more sacred character than the ob. 
ligations of the same nature which bind the twenty-six 
States of the Union, and the people in their individual ca 

pacities? J call upon gentlemen from every quarter, who 
are disposed to uphold the character and influence of th 
States—lI call upon the gentlemen of the South; I call up 

on the gentlemen who represent that ancient and renowne 
Commonwealth, Virginia, to step forward and maintain the 
equal honor and respectability of that State—of the old 
thirteen especially, and to vindicate all the States and the 
whole people from this attempted disparagement—this gross 
slight of their just pretensions. Before the administration 
of the Government of the United States attempts to set an 
example of constitutional conformity, and of strict honesty 
in the payment of its debts, let it first restore to the State: 
and to the people that sound condition of the circulating 
medium, and those ample facilities for effecting their ex- 


| changes, which enable them to keep their faith and main- 
If you | 
want to disburse moneys upon the great rivers of the inte- | 
rior, or upon the great national road which is being con- | 
structed through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, | 


tain their integrity and punctuality, and which they enjoy 

ed before the mischievous and baneful project was concei 

ed of reforming the currency, by putting down banks and 
bank paper, and substituting gold and silver, or a Govern- 
Let them do this, and the admin- 
istration may urge with some propriety the obligations of 
honor and good faith, to pay their debts in gold and silver ; 
and, until they shall do this, whatever they may profess, 
the world will conclude, and justly too, that the whole ben- 
efit to be derived from this strict regard to legal obligation 


| will accrue to the officeholders, and others who happen to 





be creditors and dependants upon the General Government. 


their just demands upon the Government. Under the 
present state of things, the disbursement of thirty millions 
of dollars annually in gold and silver among the officehol- 
ers, contractors, and other creditors of the Government, 
will put into their pockets thirty-three millions of dollars, 
in a currency which will pay their debts at par, and enabl: 
them to acquire more property than an equal amount of 
gold and silver could have done during several years past 

This will be the mighty result of this new born, puritanic 
spirit, which appears now to actuate the administration in 
complying with the obligations of the Government. Their 
policy will confer upon the officeholders and others, who 
compose the trained bands of the party in every part of the 
| Union, a bounty of three millions of dollars; and by this 
| measure their allegiance will be secured, and their energies 
| duly stimulated, to sustain an administration so generous 

and munificent to them. 
But does the Government pledge itself that, if this bill 
passes, no more bank or other paper of less value than gold 
and silver will be offered in payment of any of the creditors 
| of the Government? I do not understand that the Gov 
ernment comes under any new obligations in this respect, 
and after we shall have passed this bill, we have no secu- 
| rity that some of the public creditors, as heretofore, will not 
be compelled, at the discretion of the Treasury Department, 
to take depreciated paper, or get nothing, until it shall suit 
the convenience of the Treasury. Unless the administra 
tion shall come under some higher obligations of principle 
| than they have heretofore recognised in practice, it does 
not appear but they may still pay one class of creditors in 
| gold and silver, and another in bank paper, or other pape: 


below par. ‘This power of discrimination between different 
classes of creditors, I regard as one of the most dangerous 
extensions of Executive patronage in our power to sanction, 
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and it will lead to the rankest corruption if it is permitted 
to continue. 

It is said the credit of the Government will be affected if 
depreciated bank paper should be offered to the public cred- 
itors ; and it is pretended that the passage of this bill is ne- 
cessary to preserve the credit of the Government. What 
credit do gentlemen allude to? If it is pretended that the 
credit of the Government has not already been tarnished— 
if it is alleged that its credit is not every day stained by of- 
fering depreciated paper in discharge of public debts, it is 
notorious that the facts are against the argument. Bank 
and other depreciated paper has not only been offered, but 
in many cases it has actually been put off upon a portion 
of the public creditors, and some of them the most deserv- 
ing. A portion of the volunteers of Tennessee w ce not 
only tendered, but actually paid in bank paper, depreciated 
fifteen per cent. below the par of specie, during the last 
summer, and when, at the same time, federal officehold- 
ers, residing just across the line between ‘Tennessee, Ala- 
bama, and Mississippi, received their salaries in gold and 
silver, which commanded a premium of fifteen per cent. in 
Tennessee currency! After this, let no one say that there 
is no difference established, under the present order of things, 
between the governors and the governed—between the Go- 
vernment and the people; nor let it be pretended that this 
Government has maintained its credit untarnished by the 
contact of depreciated paper. But, sir, I affirm that the 
credit of the Government, in a financial point of view, has 
not been impaired by the payment of bank or otlrer depre- 
ciated paper to its creditors. I mean to say, sir, that the 
credit of this Government, so far as that credit is the result 
of the public confidence in the resources of the country and 
the disposition of the Government to pay its debts, stands 
as high at this moment as at any time heretofore. 

This Government can now borrow whatever money may 
be necessary to its wants at as low a rate of interest as at 
any time of its existence. {Mr. Senerant said lower. ] 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania, who sits near me, says 
that the Government can riow borrow money at a lower 
rate of interest than heretofore. ‘I'hen it is clear that the 
Government has sustained no loss of credit by having paid 
out depreciated paper up to this time. Why not, then, 
continue the practice? Why not make it uniform? Why 
not at once raise all the paper of solvent banks to the same 
standard of value, and pay all the public creditors in the 
same medium? ‘There is no reason why they should not, 
except the determination which exists with the adminis- 
tration to persevere in their fatal course of experiments. 

What, Mr. Speaker, is this depreciation of bank paper, 
which, it is said, is an objection to the policy of receiving 
it in the collection of the public revenue! Suppose this 
administration were disposed to restore the currency of the 
country, and should resolve to receive in payment of all 
public dues the notes of all solvent banks upon such con- 
ditions and securities as shall make the Government per- 
fectly safe, what would the depreciation amount to? By 
this act of the Government the demand for specie would 
cease in every part of the Union in a great measure; and, 
when the foreign debt shall be paid, the difference in value 
between bank paper and gold and silver would be more 
nominal than real in all the larger cities. ‘The gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Camsnrecenc] has told us that in 
the city of New York, the great emporium of our trade, 
and the centre of exchange, bank paper is now only about 
four and a half or five per cent. below par. Let the Gov- 
ernmeut, then, resolve to take it in payment of the cus- 
toms, and from that moment it will assume nearly par 
value, and in less than sixty days all the Eastern banks 
can Tesume specie payments. ‘I'he merchants then could 
pay their bonds; they would ask no more indulgence. Mil- 
lions will immediately be poured into the Treasury. The 
Government would be able to indulge the banks in the 
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West, and particularly in the Southwest; and, if the ad- 
ministration should be well disposed, every solvent bank 
in the Union could resume specie payments in a few 
months. The demand for specie having ceased, the Gov- 
ernment being no longer in the market bidding for it, 
every serious impediment to the resumption of specie pay- 
ments will be removed. With the crops of the present 
year in the Southwest, and with proper indulgence and 
assistance from the Government, the banks in that quarter 
need not be long in the rear of the Eastern banks, if at all. 
Sir, I repeat that this Government, if it is so disposed, can 
promptly restore the present circulating medium of the 
country to as sound a condition as it was in before the late 
suspension. Many of the States would no doubt guaran- 
tee the safety of all the paper of the banks within their 
limits now in circulation. Every selvent bank would fur- 
nish satisfactory securities, and all would come under such 
conditions as would guaranty, both to the Government 
and the country, that no advantage would be taken of the 
credit thus given to their paper by adding to the amount 
already in circulation. ‘Then, sir, we should no longer 
see in this free country the Government harassing and 
oppressing its citizens by collecting its taxes in gold and 
silver, to be distributed among those who have the good 
fortune to be engaged in the public service, while the great 
mass of the people have no other currency in use among 
them but bank paper; a state of things which, for the 
honor and character of free Government, ought not to be 
permitted a day longer than a remedy could pussibly be 
applied. 

Then, sir, as a measure of coercion against the admin- 
istration—as a measure of compulsion—I would reject this 
bill. We know the administration is hostile to the present 
circulating medium of the country ; that hostility is avow- 
ed distinctly in the message. In the newspaper organs of 
the party, and from a hundred different sources besides, 
we learn that it is the policy of a large party in the coun- 
try to make banks and bank paper as odious as possible 
among the people, and finally to break them down. It is, 
then, the policy of this party to prevent the banks from re- 
suming specie payments; it is their policy still further to 
cripple the operations of the banks. ‘T’o compel the Gov- 
ernment to take the course, therefore, which the public 
good requires, and that is to improve the condition of the 
present circulation of the country, I would withhold my 
vote from this bill, if there were no other reason in my 
mind to justify that course. Withhold the aid required 
by this bill, and all will be well in ninety days; the Gov- 
ernment will be compelled to receive and pay out bank 
paper, and that is all that is necessary, under proper lim- 
itations and precautions, to bring about a general resump- 
tion of specie payments by the banks. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
has informed us that one object to be accomplished by this 
bill will be to supply a medium of exchange, a species of 
paper which we will find very convenient, and a great re- 
lief at this time in the West. I can inform the gentleman 
that he-will do a much greater service to the West by 
taking Eastern bank notes and disbursing them on our 
Western frontier. ‘These notes would furnish a cheaper 
reinittance than any Government paper that car be created, 
and they answer all the purposes we desire. But, sir, 1 
know but too well the real grounds upon which this bill is 
urged through Congress. It is not because the Govern- 
ment cannot get along without it; it is not because ther 
is any particular interest felt in relieving any particula: 
section of the country. It is because, by this measure, and 
this measure alone, the administration can venture upon 
any new experiment upon the currency and finances of the 
country. ‘This is a principal motive. Another one is, 
beyond all doubt, to furnish a medium of exchange be- 
tween the different sections of the Union, sv as to silence, 
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if possible, the clamors of those who are continually de- 
claring that we must have a national bank. The first 
great measure of relief which the country requires, is to 
restore the existing paper currency to a sound condition. 
There can be no substantial relief until this is done. I 
need not tell gentlemen how this can be done. ‘They 
know well enough how it could be done. As to the ques- 
tion in what manner and by what agency the exchanges 
of the country are to be regulated, and a suitable medium 
for this purpose supplied, it need not now be discussed. 
Upon the subject of a national bank, although I am prepared 
to give my support to the establishment of one whenever 
it shall be wise and expedient to make the attempt, yet I 
am by no means so sanguine as some of my friends upon 
this floor, that such an institution will be established, at 
least for a long time tocome. Although I represent a 
section of the country which suffers great embarrassments 
for the want of an institution of that nature, yet I have 
felt it to be my duty to advise them that they were proba- 


bly destined to suffer still greater embarrassments before | 


their wishes could be realized in this respect. As for any 
relief of that nature from the present Congress, I informed 
them, before I set out for this place, that there was no hope. 
The state of parties—the various conflicting interests in 
the different sections forbid the expectation. 


| disrepute. 
| deposite act of 1836. 
My opinion | 


| 


of the remote prospect which exists of the establishment of | 


a national bank, is strengthened by the circumstance that 
the States of Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, and Ala- 
bama, have so united and combined their financial inter- 
ests with their respective banks, as to create a general op- 
position to any institution which threatens to diminish the 
profits of local banking, and thereby curtail the local revenue. 
For these various reasons I have not relied upon a national 
bank as a means of relief at the present time. 
pared to go all proper lengths in the support of such meas- 
ures as in my judgment will bring present relief, without 


I must say a word or two to those gentlemen in this 
House who are understood to differ with the President in 
his views upon the subject of the sub-Treasury scheme, 
although they belong to the same political party ; if they 
mean to be the protectors or conservators of any thing else 
but the contemptible and paltry interest of money and bank 
stock, they will not, upon this question, desert the interest 
of the great body of the people, and especially of the debto: 
or weaker class, and unite with the enemies of both. It ix 
not certain if in their zeal to come to some compromise of 
the threatened scism of the party, and by agreeing to ex 
clude all bank notes from this time forth, unless they ar: 
convertible into specie on demand, they have not already 
sacrificed the darling interest of bank stock and bank divi 
dends. They certainly put it into the power of the avowed 
enemies of the banks, (I mean the gentlemen now at the 
head of affairs, ) to manage and control the new fiscal sys- 
tem, with whatever modifications it may be adopted, so as 
to make it produce the result most favorable to their wish- 
es; and, rely upon it, if they continue hostile to the banks 
and to bank paper, the new Treasury machinery, what- 
ever it may be, will be so managed as to bring both into 
Let gentlemen take warning of the fate of the 
That act, unfortunately for the 
country, was committed to its enemies to execute, and 
the whole country has been made to suffer, that those who 


| foretold evil therefrom might acquire credit for sagacity 
| Nothing can be more certain, in my judgment, than this 


proposition, that the banks cannot resume specie payments 


| at all while the administration, or, which is the same thing 
| now-a-days, while the Government continues hostile to 


them. It is my opininion that, without the active interpo- 


| sition of the Government—without actual aid from the 


I am pre- | 


Government, the banks cannot resume ; but, sir, suppose a 


| majority of Congress sball agree to pass the Sub-Treasury 


entailing upon the country permanent evil; of this last | 


description I regard the measures proposed by the present 


administration—such I regan] the bill under consideration | 
to be. To altempta relief by the issue of a Government pa- | 


per, I believe will be a fundamental, a fatal error; not, 
sir, because the Government cannot supply a very good 


scheme in such shape that the collectors and receivers o! 
the public revenue shall be compelled to receive the notes 
of specie-paying banks at par, if it shall be the policy of th: 
executive department of the Government still to carry on 
the war against banks and bank paper, and especially if 1: 


' shall enter into the plans of the Executive to convert thes 


; ' | sub-treasuries into branches of a great central office in this 
circulating medium for the present—not that the Govern- | 


ment cannot administer present relief to any extent that | 


may be desired, but because I feel the strongest conviction, 
that more intolerable mischiefs will grow out of this mode 
of relief ultimately than any we now suffer. Yes, sir, I 
believe this Government can supply a circulating medium, 
cheap, convenient, safe, and abundant. I say safe in a 


city, which is to supply a circulating medium founded 
upon the credit of the Government, can a doubt exist as 


| to the perfect ease with which the banks may be manage: 


mercantile sense; the paper in the power of the Govern- | 


ment to issue might answer all the purposes of currency 
and exchange, without the danger of pecuniary loss; at 
all events, until the power to issue paper money should be 
abused by exceeding the demand; but, sir, in every other 
sense that can occur to the imagination, such a currency 


or controlled either way? [f it shall be thought best that 
they never shall resume the payment of specie, what power 
will exist in the country to counteract the secret orders o! 
the Executive, acting upon and through his dependants 
and creatures in every collection district? and what bank 


| would be able, in the face of such a powerful enemy, to 


| resume the payment of their notes in specie ? 


would be utterly unsafe—unsafe to the purity and econo- | 


iny of this Government—unsafe to the rights of the 
States—unsafe to the constitution—unsafe to the liber- 
ties of ourselves and our posterity. But still the Gov- 
ernment can give present relief. Yes, sir, it can supply a 
perfectly sound medium of exchange. It could, if the ad- 


ministration were desperate and wicked enough, and it | 


should continue as heretofore to be sustained by a dead 
majority in both Houses of Congress—it could issue Gov- 
ernment paper suflicient to supply the entire circulation of 
the country ; and whether such a design be already form- 
ed or not, it is because I see in this bill, and its natural 
tendencies, enough to put us upon our guard; enough to 
awaken our suspicions that the administration are medita- 
ting such a policy, and that this bill is intended to be the 
precursor of others more objectionable, that I would set 
myself against it, whatever relief it may hold out for the 
present. 


But it may 
become the policy of the foes of the State banks to fave 
the resuinption of specie payments, that they may the more 
easily prostrate them ; it may become necessary to the ex 
ecution of their plans, that the banks should resume, that 
their vaults should be opened, that those of the sub-treasu 
ries may be filled, If the banks should resume, and the 
Government should continue hostile to them, no support 
they could extend to each other—no combination of inter 
ests on their part, could prevent the Government from shut 
ting up the vaults of one after another until all shall have 
failed. ‘There is no escape from the designs of the Gov- 
ernment, if it shall continue hostile to the present banking 
system, until the people shall change the administration, 
or unless you refuse to grant the supplies necessary to th: 
war, or, in other words, unless you reject this bill and re 
duce the Government at once to the necessity of resorting 
to the use of the same currency which the people are 
obliged to put up with. 

I desire it to be understood, that I stand here the sup- 
porter, not of the banks, but of the country, in making 
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opposition to this bill. As for the bank stock interest, 
and those whose course is dictated by the grovelling policy 
of preserving the State banks, for the sake of themselves, 
or for the sake of individual interests, I know not whether 
If I were to consult 
my own personal feelings, I would not suffer an incorpo- 
rated bank to exist; but, sir, it is the various interests 
with which these banks are connected ; it is the general 
interest; it is the interest alike of merchant, farmer, and 
manufacturer; of the laborer as well as of the capitalist, 
that they shall be protected against the hands which are 
now uplifted to destroy them. 

I regard the proposition to issue Treasury notes, to sup- 
ply any alleged deficit in the Treasury, and at the same 
time to supply the circulation of the country, at this par- 
ticular period, as one of the most mischievous and wicked 
projects that could be resorted to under any circumstances. 
The bad tendency of it cannot be doubted, and the bad 
results are almost as certain. In the first place, this is a 
resort which ought to be reserved and held sacred for those 
high emergencies which happen to all nations, at some 
period or other in their history ; emergencies growing out 
of a state of war; such as threaten danger to the liberties 
and independence of the country. Then, and then only, 
should the Government exercise the power of making 
money, or availing itself, at once, of its power and its 
credit, by issuing its own notes. The example, in time of 
peace, is a bad, and may become a fatal one. The object 
now to be accomplished, and which need not again be 
pointed out, is sufficiently objectionable, but the conse- 
quences which may, and probably will, follow from it are 
appaling. If there is any member in this House, who con- 


siders that economy in the Government ought to be | 


cherished and supported—if there be any who hold that 
there is any thing in the idea of reform but a mere name, 
a catch word, to mislead the people ; if there are any who 
think that there is any danger to be apprehended from the 
increase of Executive patronage, I call upon them to reject 
this bill. I appeal to the gentlemen of the South—I ap- 
peal especially to that portion of them who are the advo- 
cates of States’ rights, and who would maintain their due 
influence in the confederacy, to oppose this measure. I 
call, more especially, upon those who believe that the 
greatest danger which threatens our system, is a concen- 
tration of all power in the General Government, to unite 
with me in going against this bill. Has the idea of con- 
solidation lost all its terrors? Have all fears of such a re- 
sult subsided in this House ? 
that spirit yet left, which in former times filled this hall 
with remonstrances upon this subject, it is time it should 
arouse itself. This bill is prepared under the most artful 
disguises, and the avowed object is attractive and seduc- 
tive ; it is urged as a measure of relief to the people as well 
as to the Government; it is said that it will furnish a 
medium of exchange, which will tend greatly to relieve 
the interior and Southwest. I for one, sir, was not taken 
by surprise by the introduction of this measure. I fore- 
saw the probable attempt to establish a Treasury bank, and 
1 warned my constituents, during the summer, that the ad- 
ministration might seek to repair the mischief their folly 
had done the country, by the establishment of a Govern- 
ment bank. [ had the high gratification of addressing a 
large assembly of freemen of my district, not long since, 
when I took occasion to state to them, that, although no 
relief could be anticipated from the early establishment of 
a national bank, yet that the embarrassments which they 
labored under could all be removed by the administration, 
by the party in power, if they thought proper; but when 
1 explained to them the means by which it might be at- 
tempted; that it would be by issuing a Government pa- 
per, and, in effect, by establishing a bank jfounded upon 
the credit of the Government; and when I appealed to 
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them in behalf of those higher and dearer interests which 
would be put in jeopardy by such a measure of relief, and 
called upon them to say whether they were not prepared 
to suffer still greater evils than those which now oppressed 
them—whether they were not ready to sacrifice half their 
estates and property, before they would accept present re- 
lief at so much risk to the constitution and public liberty, 
the general exclamation was: ‘* we will sacrifice the whole 
first!’ Ofsuch materials are the farmers and mechanics, 
whom it is my pride—nay, sir, my glory, to represent upon 
this floor. 
We hear the severest denunciations pronounced against 
a paper currency every day upon this floor, yet we are 
about to add to the stock of paper money now on hand 
in the country ; and while the whole Union is filled with 
the clamor which has been artfully excited against all banks, 
the nation, in my opinion, is upon the eve of seeing estab- 
lished, under the disguise of sub-treasuries, at every im- 
portant commercial point, branches of # great central bank, 
located in this city, founded upon the public revenues, 
and under the control of the Executive Department of the 
Government ! 
I happen to know, Mr. Speaker, from a source entitled 
to the highest confidence, and I presume you, sir, know 
quite as well as myself, that the war commenced upon the 
Bank of the United States in 1829, by the late President, 
was entered upon with a determination to establish a bank 
upon its ruins, founded upon the revenue and credit of the 
Government. I happen to know that the election of a 
highly distinguished gentleman of the State of Tennessee 
to the Senate of the United States was urged by a high 
public functionary, upon the ground that he would be high- 
ly useful to him in executing his plans in relation to a new 
bank. How long these original views of the late Presi- 
dent continued to operate I cannot undertake to state. I 
had sufficient reason to hope that in 1832 the original de- 
sign of the President was laid asidé, or considerably mod- 
ified. Judging from certain letters which appear to have 
emanated from the Hermitage, of a very late date, I would 
infer that the policy of establishing a Treasury bank had 
been wholly abandoned in that quarter; but, sir, even as 
late as last summer, there were some symptoins of an abid- 
ing determination to carry out the scheme which was com- 
menced in 1829. The tone of one of the leading journals 
| in that State, and more particularly the course of a gentle- 
man long a member of this House, in his canvass during 
the summer, were striking facts, and they did not pass un- 
observed. The gentleman to whoin I allude has been re- 
puted to be in the confidence of the late and present ad- 
| mninistrations, and he openly avowed his, intention to sup- 
port a bank founded upon the credit and revenue of the 
Government. But, why should I refer to circumstances, 
to conjectures, when, by referring to the report of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘I'reasury, we shall tind the idea of a Treasury 
bank fully developed and openly recommended, not in name, 
indeed, but under such feeble disguises that none can mis- 
take the true object? I will quote, in confirmation of what 
I have said upon this point, a single paragraph from the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury. After stating that 
it is in the power of Congress to furnish ‘* some paper me- 
| dium of a higher character and other than what now exists,” 
and which ‘‘ can be readily secured without treading upon 
the debatable ground of either the power or the policy of 
| chartering a national bank,” he proceeds to state that ‘‘cer- 
tificates, nut on interest, but payable in specie to bearer 
or order, as well as being receivable for all public dues, 
could be authorized to be given im payment to the public 
creditor, whenever preferred by him, and sufficient specie 
existed in the Treasury. This kind of paper would be 
very convenient in form, and would differ very little from 
the drafts now in use on banks, except being drawn ona 
known specie fund, and expressing on its face not only 





















































































this, but its being receivable, in the first instance, for all 
public daes. It would possess the highest credit allowable 
in society.” 
Sir, after this development of the plans which have been 
considered at the Treasury, who will be found hardy enough 
hereafter to deny that a Treasury bank is not to be—will 
not be, supported by the party in power? 
Regarding it thus as the settled policy of a large and 
powerful party to establish a bank connected with the pub- 
lic Treasury, and to supply a circulating medium of the 
country with paper issued directly by the Government, I 
shall consider the republic in danger until this crisis is past. 
If, sir, you do no mere than pass this bill, you set an ex- 
ample of the most dangerous nature. Once establish the 
practice of supplying ull real or alleged deficiencies in the 
Treasury by issuing ‘Treasury notes, and it cuts off all hopes 
of retrenchment—of limitation or moderation in the public 
expenditures. When an appropriation of money shall 
hereafter be asked for some new and extravagant work of 
internal or other improvement, we shall have the objection 
no longer urged upon this floor that the state of the finan- 
ces will not admit the expenditure ; that there is no money 
in the Treasury. Every one will know that the fact is not 
so; that, for the cost of the plates and paper, the Govern- 
ment can make as much money as we desire for every pur- 
The argument that we are in want of money will 
be clamored down. We shall be enabled forthwith to buy 
all the Indian lands between the Mississippi and the Rocky 
Mountains—te enrich all the agents, jobbers, traders, and 
other favorites upon the whole Western frontier. We can 
construct as many artificial harbors upon our lake and At- 
lantic borders as we desire. We shall be able to erect a 
chain of artificial fortifications upon our whole frontier 
boundary, on such a plan as to defy the approach of a for- 
eign enemy. We shall be able to place all our public es- 
tablishments upon a scale of magnificence and grandeur 
corresponding with our great name and boundless resources; 
for there will, for a long time, be no want of money in the 
Treasury. We shall, indeed, have a splendid Govern- 
ment, and be able to challenge the admiration of all the 
nations; but, whether our wisdom or our folly will most 
astonish mankind, I leave it for the advocates of this bill 
to determine. Whether we shall long remain a free peo- 
ple will soon cease to be a question. Sir, when we shall 
once have set the example of replenishing the Treasury, 
upon any alleged emergency in time of peace, by issuing 
Treasury notes, the practice will become permanent. In 
a Government like ours, we shall never be able to retrieve 
a false step like this; we shall never be able to correct a 
policy which will be entwined with so many interests, until 
a revulsion shall come, which shall shake, ay, prostrate 
the now seemingly svlid columns which support the fabric 
of our liberty in the dust. 
Mr. Bett made some remarks upon the subject of the 
connexion between commerce and the banking system in 
this country, and showed how much of the prosperity of 
the country depended upon the credit system ; and conclud- 
ed by moving to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 
Mr. BRONSON said he felt unwilling that the question 
should be taken on the motion now pending, and that the 
bill should finally pass from this House, without giving his 
views upon the measure under consideration ; and, from the 
peculiar character which this debate had now assumed, and 
particularly since the remarks of the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, Mr. Bronson said he felt more strongly 
impelled to state some of the reasons which would influ- 
ence his vote, and which rendered it clear to his mind that 
the bill under consideration should become a law. I have 
(said Mr. B.) regarded this measure as one peculiarly cal- 
culated to relieve the pecuniary distresses of the country 
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generally, and to benefit the people, as well as to furnish 
immediate aid to the Treasury ; as one which has been 
viewed in that light by all parties ia and out of this House, 
and even till within the last forty-eight hours, I did 
not consider that there was any serious oppositien to 
an issue of Treasury notes, or Government stock, in 
some form. On my journey to this city, I frequently 
heard it suggested that such a measure would be eminent. 
ly calculated to give relief, and one which Congress shoul 
adopt by all means, if practicable: and, what is worthy 
of remark, these suggestions, in almost all instances, 
came from the opposition—from the political friends o} 
those who are now opposing this bill on this floor. Afler 
my arrival here, the project was frequently spoken of, and 
always with favor; in fact, a sentiment decidedly friendly 
to the measure prevailed here, so far as I heard any expres- 
sion on the subject, (with one or two exceptions, ) until 
about forty-eight hours ago, and after this bill had been 
some time under discussion, when suddenly it seemed that 
new light had broken in upon this matter. Yesterday 
morning, Mr. Speaker, we heard from New York that 
specie had fallen in that great commercial mart—that Treas- 
ury drafts were worth as much all to about 1 per cent. as 
specie—stocks rising and trade apparently reviving. ‘There 
was also, Mr. Speaker, every reason for the public then to 
suppose, not only that this bill would pass, but that duty 
bonds would be extended, and further time given to the de 
posite banks to pay the balances due from them as provided 
by the bills on your table. Now, sir, it isa little singular 
that on the receipt of this news, and when it would seem 
that better times were dawning upon the country, when 
business appeared to be reviving, and when this and othe: 
measures recommended by the Executive, which it might 
be supposed would pass this House, appeared to have the 
effect to allay excitement and restore confidence—I say it is 
singular, sir, at such a moment, that a most vigorous ef- 
fort is suddenly made to defeat this bill, and prevent the 
issue of ‘Treasury notes, which, on all hands, so far as | 
have understood, has been viewed as a measure so well cal- 
culated for the relief of the country. We have heard 
much, sir, on the subject of the Government taking care 
of itself without any care for the people. The measures 
recommended by the administration have been denounced 
on this fluor as having a single eye to that object, and it 
has been made matter of complaint here that no measures 
of relief, for the people were proposed. This, however, 
has been looked upon as a measure calculated to relieve the 
people as well as the Government; as a measure that would 
throw into circulation ten million of dollars, which would 
be equal to so much addition to the specie capital of the 
country—furnishing great facilities, either as remittances 
or domestic exchanges, particularly to all classes of the 
commercial community. And yet, sir, the moment there 
is a prospect that this measure will be adopted, and carried 
too as an administration measure, the whole opposition par- 
ty are arrayed against it; and unless I have entirely mis- 
understood the scope and tenor of this debate, their hos- 
tility to the measure, if it did not originate on reception of 
the news from New York above alluded to, it did, at least, 
then assume a more vigorous, obstinate, and powerful 
shape, so much so as to impress upon my mind most strong- 
ly the belief that there was some connexion between the 
cause and effect. 

Did gentlemen of the opposition suppose that if this bill 
passed it would immediately give relief, restore confidence, 
and redound to the credit of the administration? ‘That 
such will be the effect, to a very great extent, Ihave no 
doubt; and I had hoped that this consideration might not 
be entirely overlooked by the opponents of this bill; or, if 
noted by them, that it would not add zeal to their opposition 
I hope it has not. 

Mr. Speaker, I have listened to the debates on this bill, 
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and given them all due attention ; and the various objections | distress must be felt through all the ramifications of society ; 
which have been raised in the progress of this discussion | and yet, sir, how can that result be avoided if this bill is 
against an issue of Treasury notes, have received trom me | defeated ! 
attentive consideration. But, sir, another and more weighty objection is now 
T was in favor of the project from the first, if the state of urged to this bill. After it had been debated nearly two 
the Treasury was such as to warrant it, and I have heard | days, it was suddenly discovered to be an enemy in dis- 
nothing yet which to my mind is a sufficient objection guise ; a scheme fraught with all sorts of mischief to the 
against it. Let us look for a moment to the ground which | country, and danger to our institutions; in short, an in- 
we oecupy in relation to this matter, and the pointat which | cipient step towards a Treasury bank, as an entering 
we have arrived in this discussion. wedge towards a permanent national paper currency. The 
Is it not, sir, a conceded point that the Treasury is near- | changes have been rung upon these words, in all forms and 
ly or quite exhausted—that in a short time it will be neces- | shapes, until the ear is weary of the repetition ; and, like 
sary to raise money, either by loan or otherwise, unless the the old United States Bank, whith the gentleman from 
unavailable funds now in hand can be realized? I shall | Massachusetts insisted had become a kind of ‘stalking 
not here go into a review of the financial condition of the | horse” in thix House, sir, this idea of a ** Treasury bank,” 
country, or the state of the Treasury, as exhibited by the | ‘‘a Government paper currency,” has become a kind of 
Secretary’s report, or the various explanations of that report, | ‘‘ stalking horse” to this bill, which is led in upon this 
which have been made on this floor. I assume the position | floor by every speaker of the opposition, to frighten mem- 
that there is no money in the ‘Treasury, or that such will | bers out of their votes in favor of this measure. Now, sir, 
be the case very shortly—and that money is needed to carry | I am as much opposed to a ‘l'reasury bank as any of the 
on the operations of the Government. We are told so by | gentlemen who oppose this bill; and I would go as far in 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and by the chairman of the | opposing any measure which would be an incipient step 
Committee of Ways and Means. The whole of this debate | towards sueh an institution, or towards the establishment 
has proceeded upon that supposition ; and with the excep- | of an irredeemable Government paper currency, as the most 
tion of the honorable gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. | patriotic of them; but, after a very candid examination of 
Bext,] and perhaps one or two others, such has been al- | the subject in all its bearings, and after a careful perusal 
lowed to be the true state of the Treasury by all who have of the bill, I cannot discover the lurking dangers with 
addressed the House on this subject. ‘There can be no | which other gentlemen seem to think it is fraught. I am 
question that such is the fact, and the point that is now not able to perceive any foundation for a ‘Treasury bank 
presented is simply, in what manner shall we replenish the | or for a permanent Government paper currency lurking 
‘Treasury ; I say merely the Treasury, and not an exhausted | about the bill, or incident to it. ‘It is, sir, a very plain, 
or bankrupt Treasury ; for,-sir, we have ample resources, as | intelligible bill, just what it purports to be on the face of it, 
soon as they can be realized, without resorting to taxes or | and meaning nothing more than is expressed ; a mere tem- 
duties. ‘It is only necessary to resort to some temporary | porary expedient, to enable the Treasury, by an issue of 
expedient to enable the Government to go on and to fur- | Treasury notes to a limited amount, to fulfil its obliga- 
nish the Treasury with the necessary means, until the debts | tions ; thus anticipating the moneys due to the Govern- 
due to the Government, and the ample but at present "n- | ment, and at the same time to do it without laying any 
available means which we have, can be realized without | taxes or new duties. ‘The issue of Treasury notes is con- 
unnecessary distress or pressure upon the people. fined to ten millions, beyond which amount no issue can be 
By the strong vote in this House last evening on the | made; and, to make assurance doubly sure, I will myself 
subject of selling the United States Bank bonds, it was un- | propose the amendment offered in Committee of the Whole, 
equivocally determined that we would not adopt that mea- | by the gentleman from Maryland, {Mr. Jownsoy,} limit- 
sure. We must then call upon the deposite banks for the | ing the time within which these notes shall be issued to 
immediate payment of all balances due from them, and also | the first of Junc, 1839, or some other shorter time, so as 
upon the merchants for the instant payment of the duty | to throw around the bill all those safeguards necessary to 
bonds, or a resort must be had to the issue of Treasury notes | render it, as it is intended to be, and as it purports to be 
or Government stocks for a short time until those claims | on the face of it, a measure merely temporary. By the 
can be realized. Can gentlemen devise any other course! | passage of this bill, we shall, sir, be able to extend all rea- 
You have now, sir, upon your table a bill postponing | sonable indulgence to the Government debtors, at a time 
the payment of duty bonds nine months, and another allow- | when it is not only the interest but the duty of the Gov- 
ing time to the deposite banks to pay the balances due from | ernment to do so ; we shall furnish a temporary circulation 
them, neither of which are yet acted upon in this House, which may and will be used, not only as a remittance to 
but both of which, so far as any opinion has been elicited, | Europe, but between the different parts of the Union ; 
meet with universal favor. In fact, sir, I doubt whether | which will have a tendency to equalize exchanges, retain 
there is a member on this floor who is not prepared to sup- | our specie from foreign exportation, restore commercial 
port both of those measures ; and gentlemen opposed to the | confidence, and in every way relieve the country, without 
administration and to this bill, are supposed to be particu- | injury to the Government or danger to our institutions. 
larly favorable to those. Can gentlemen of the opposition, | I say without danger to our institutions; for, really, 
then, fail to see the effect that the defeat of this bill must | sir, I cannot see the least shadow of foundation for the 
have upon those measures? Are they sincere in desiring |-apprehensions of gentlemen on that point. ‘This is a 
a delay upon the duty bonds, and the allowance of further | measure which has before been adopted by this Gov- 
lime to the deposite banks, and yet oppose this measure, | ernment, and without any vbjection as to its constitutionali- 
which if defeated must necessarily result in the defeat of | ty. It is no new experiment, sir; no trifling with the 
both those bills? Are they willing to assume the respun- | supposed powers given us by the constitution; but the ju- 
sibility of denying any extension to the banks, or on the | dicious exercise of those powers clearly granted, and an 
duty bonds, which must be the inevitable consequence of | exercise sanctioned as well by authority of a former Con- 
refusing to pass this bill? T apprehend, sir, that gentlemen | gress, as by sound discretion and a just regard for a suffer 
have not duly weighed these considerations, and yet it | ing country. 
would seem impossible that they can have overlooked the But, Mr. Speaker, before resuming my seat, I feel 
fact that, by exacting immediate payment of the duty bonds | bound to notice more particularly some of the remarks of 
and bank balanees, not only the security or safety of the | the honorable gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. Betz. } 
debts might be endangered, but that increased pressure and That honorable gentleman, sir, addressed himself to vari- 
Vou. XIV.—s4 
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ous interests in this House—to the South and Southwest— 
and particularly to those members whom he denominated 
the conservatives on this floor, and invited them most ear- 
nestly to come and do battle with him on this field, against 
this measure. Whether he intended to include me among 
the members of this latter class, I cannot say ; but, at all 
events, I beg leave most respectfully to decline his invita- 
tion altogether. I cannot do battle in any such cause, or 
in such ranks. But the honorable gentleman says he does 
not understand the course of the administration party in 
this House; that he is mystified as to the conduct of a cer- 
tain portion of the party which he denominates the cun- 
servatives; that, on all subjects, they go with the adminis- 
tration, and are uniformly arrayed on this floor in favor of 
the measures of the administration; that he dves not 
know what to make of it, and he inquires, very signifi- 
cantly, whether they have made peace, and what are. the 
terms; and asks to see the bond of compromise, or to be 
told what is to be the future course of those whom he calls 
conservatives. 

Now, sir, I shall not affect to misunderstand this, or 
doubt whether I was one of those members to whom these 
queries were addressed. I was one of these who voted for 
Thomas Allen as printer to this House, and neither then 
nor now, here or elsewhere, have attempted te conceal my 
vote on that occasion. My reasons for that vote, Iam not 
now called upon to give; this is not the time or the occa- 
sion for that, sir; but the fact, perhaps, furnishes a suffi- 
cient reason of itself, why I may conclude that the hon- 
orable gentleman addresses himself, in part at least, to mé. 
Neither, sir, will I affect to misunderstand the ultimate 
object of the gentleman’s inquiries, and I beg to carry out 
those queries, and give them the point to which the whole 
seemed to tend—to arrive at once to the gist of the matter, 
which the delicacy of the gentleman, and perhaps his dis- 
position to avoid bluntness, induced him to suppress—and 
which was no more or less than asking myself and others, 
**do you intend to act with the opposition ! will you throw 
yourselves into the arms of the whigs?” I answer, no! 
and I thank the gentleman for the opportunity he has af- 
forded me, of answering this question thus unequivocally 
and unreservedly in the negative. To my friendz, no 
such answer was necessary ; but if he, or any other mem- 
ber of the opposition, has supposed from that vote that 
any such expectation could he fairly entertained, I now 
take this occasion to put a final extinguisher upon any 
such supposition or expectation. 1 speak without author- 
ity as to others, and only for myself; but I feel persuaded 
that I do but speak the well-known sentiments of those 
members of the New York delegation, whom the honorable 
gentlemen calls conservatives, or who voted for Mr. Allen, 
when I say that there are no truer friends of the present 
Executive on this floor than they are, and none less likely 
to abandon their principles or their party. They were 
elected as the friends of the present administration, and I 
have no doubt will sustain it in all honor and good faith. 
For myself, at least, I can say that I shalldo so. And 
though I did differ, on the occasion above alluded to, in 
the choice of a printer, with some of my political friends, 


and may perhaps again have occasion to differ with some, 


of them on unimportant or unessential points, or questions 
of expediency merely, not involving any political principle 
and not touching the fundamental principles of the demo- 
cratic party, yet I feel confident that I am surrounded here 
by political friends, who are too nagnanimous, and who 
have too high a respect for personal independence and 
freedom of opinion, to look upon every difference of opin- 
ion as a difference of principle; who do not consider that 
party faith means party servility ; and who will respect 
honest differences of opinion, and not, as a test of party 
faith or political integrity, exact a blind and slavish obedi- 
ence to every whim or project which any or every member 
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of the party may bring forward. I stand here, sir, as the 
representative of a free constituency, to act as becomes a 
freeman, and to represent my constituents faithfully, so 
far as I am able to do it. I was elected asa friend of the 
administration, and by its friends; and while I have the 
honor of a seat here, it will be no less my inclination thay 
my duty, to give to this acministration that honorable an 
heariy support, which, from these circumstances, may be 
justly expected of me, and which shall be alike consisten; 
with patriviism and principle, and a conscientious discharge 
of duty. 

But, sir, the honorable gentleman from Tennessee ask, 
what are the terms of compromise between the members oi 
the democratic party on this floor? what is the bond of 
union ?—as though some contract had been drawn up and 
entered into between the friends of the administration, by 
which they were enabled to act in concert and harmony in 
the House ; and one could suppose that he expected to see 
some written instrument, perhaps, with the great seal of 
state appended to it. I can assure the gentleman that 
there is no such document in existence, to my knowledge ; 
but should there be, he shall certainly be gratified with a 
perusal of it. 

But there is a bond of union, sir, between the friends of 
the administration, much stronger and more powerful than 
any such written instrument ; and that bond of union, sir, 
is the political principles which we hold. in common ; those 
principles which were characteristic of the last and present 
administration ; which were promulgated by Thoinas Je/- 


ferson ; which from his day to this time have distinguished 


the democratic republicans from their opponents, of what. 
ever name or description, and have heen sanctioned by the 
voice of the people, and by the dictates of justice and rea- 
son. This is the bond of union between the friends of the 
administration ; and this it is that enables them to act uni- 
tedly ; and this, sir, is the reason why the honorable gen- 
tlemen see such a uniform array on the floor of this House 
in favor of the administration’s measures; and why he will 
continue to see the same thing so long as those measures 
are in accordance with those principles, and while they 
tend (as they necessarily must, when in accordance with 
those principles) to the welfare of the country, and the 
permanency of the Union. 

I trust the mystery is explained, and that the honorable 
gentleman will, hereafter, have no difficulty in compre- 
hending the course of the friends of the administration, 
and the reason for their acting in concert. 

I hope, Mr. Speaker, that the motion to strike out the 
enacting clause will not prevail; but that this bill, as well 
as the other one now before this House, which I have be- 
fore alluded to, will pass; and that thereby the most es- 
sential and immediate relief will be afforded, (as I verily 
believe it will,) not only to an almost exhausted Treasury, 
but more especially to the people generally, whose patience, 
I fear, is as nearly exhausted as the public Treasury, and 
who are anxiously looking (and I trust not in vain) for 
such relief as it is in the power of Congress to afford, and 
such as we can consistently grant, and which the exigency 
of the times so imperiously demands. 

Mr. HALSTED, of New Jersey, next rose, and had 
proceeded but a Jittle time in reply to Mr. Brownsoy, 
when the hour arrived for the recess. 


Evenine Sitrtine. 


The Treasury note bill still before the House, the de- 
pending question being as last stated— 

Mr. HALSTED resumed his remarks, and entered in- 
to an argument to prove that Treasury notes were bills o! 
credit, and therefore not warranted by the constitution. 
He quoted the message of General Jackson in 1836, Judge 
Marshall, and various decisions of the Supreme Court, in 
support of his position. He was, therefore, unwilling (o 
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give to the administration the power of issuing Treasury 
notes, as they evidently had no right so to do. 

He contended that the language of the Secretary, and 
the bill itself, indicated that the notes were intended to 
form a constituent part of the currency, which of itself was 
a sufficient objection. He also opposed the bill on the 
ground that it provided no fund for the redemption of such 
notes, and quoted authorities to show’ that Government 
debts should never be incurred without some specific means 
being appropriated for their liquidation. It was likewise 
his opinion that the issue of Treasury notes would prevent 
the banks resuming specie payment. He could not vote 
for the bill, because it would lay the foundation of a Trrea- 
sury bank, and add to the Executive power, so as to en- 
able him to buy up the liberties of the people. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY hoped the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Bexz] would withdraw his proposition, and 
that the question would be taken on the bill that night, at 
least some time before 12 o’clock. 

Mr. BELL withdrew his proposed amendment. 
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Mr. RIVES would like the gentleman [Mr. Ruerr) to | 
amend further, by making the Treasury notes redeemable | 


twelve months after date, instead of six, as proposed. For 


his part, he was not willing to pledge the credit of Gov- | 
ernment, unless it had funds to comply with its engage- | 


ments. Ifthe gentleman would modify his amendment as 
suggested, he would vote for it. 
Mr. RHETT accepted the modification. 


accused by the opposition with having involved the coun- 
try in difficulty ; and, on that account, the opposition had 
adopted the motto of ‘*hands off,” and would propose 
nothing themselves, nor co-operate with others in adopt- 
ing measures of relief. One gentleman (Mr. Bev] had 
told them that morning that they ought not to do any 
thing. ‘That gentleman was a ‘* parliamentarian,” well 
versed in the rules, and he was accustomed to make use 
of that skill in order to attain his objects. Indeed, if he 
had not been misinformed by his friend, had that gentle- 
man (Mr. B.) succeeded in the morning with his amend- 
ment to strike out all after the enacting clause, the bill 
would have been lost ; and, by that course, the gentleman 


would have prevented any relief to the banks or to the na- | 


tion. Tt was thus evident that the object was to defeat the 
bill, without offering any substitute for it. Mr. R. said 


that, when he came to Congress, he came with the im- | 


pression that the Government and country were embarrass- 
ed; and, divesting himself of all party feeling, he had not 


ing the evil. 
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The question was then taken on Mr. Rarrr’s amend- 
ment, which was rejected: Yeas 81, nays 137, as fol- 
lows : 

VYras—Messrs. Bell, Bond, Boon, Brodhead, William 
B. Campbell, John Campbell, William B. Carter, Chap- 
man, Childs, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Connor, 
Crary, Curtis, Dawson, Davee, Dennis, Duncan, Dunn, 
Elmore, Ewing, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholsen, 
Glascock, Jas. Graham, William Graham, Graves, Gray, 
Griffin, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Herod, Holt, Hubley, Ingham, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, 
William C. Johnson, Legare, Lewis, Lyon, Martin, Mc- 
Clure, Montgomery, M. Morris, C. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murtay, Petrikin, Phillips, Pope, Potter, Rariden, Rhett, 
Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, Russell, Sheffer, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Stone, 
Thompson, Towns, Wagener, Webster, A. 8. White, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, Wise, Yorke—81. 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. 
W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beat 
ty, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Borden, Briggs, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, W. B. Calhoun, 
J. Calhoon, Cambreleng, T. J. Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Chaney, Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Crans- 
ton, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Davies, 
Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Ewards, Everett, Farring- 


| ton, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
Mr. RIVES said that, when they came there, they were | 


Goode, Grantland, Grinnell, Haley, Halsted, Harrison, 
Hastings, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, 
W. H. Hunter, R. M. 'T. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, Jabez 
Jackson, J. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Teadbetter, Lincoln, Logan, A. Loomis, 
A. W. Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, J. M. Mason, Samson 
Mason, Maury, McKav, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, 
McKim, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, 
Morgan, 8S. W. Morris, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Ow- 
ens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Patton, Payn- 
ter, Pearce, Peck, Pennybacker, Plumer, Potts, Prentiss, 
Reed, Reily, Rencher, Robertson, Rumsey, Sawyer, Ser 
geant, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stew- 
art, Stratton, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Weeks, ‘Thomas 
T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Worthington, Yell—137. 

Mr. WISE moved sundry amendments (heretofore indt- 


| cated) to the bill, which he explained and sustained at 


was, not how it caught fire, but how the fire could be ex- | 


tinguished ? 


So, in the present case, all debate as to the | 


probable cause of the present distress was worse than use- | 
less. All little differences should be laid aside, and each | 


member act for the public good. He then referred to a 
letter written by Mr. Jefferson, in 1813, to his son-in-law, 
then chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


wherein he strongly recommended the issue of Treasury | 
notes, and said they would be more useful if not bearing | 


interest than otherwise; also to an act passed in 1815, 
and various other acts, authorizing the issue of such notes, 
without a dissentient voice. He thought, therefore, it was 
a fair inference that their predecessors had no doubt as to 
the right given by the constitution for the adoption of such 
pieasures, when required by the exigency of Government. 
He believed the passage of the present bill, whether amend- 
ed or not, would enable the banks to resume specie pay- 
ments, and afford relief to the merchants and. country at 
large. 

Mr. CALHOON, of Kentucky, would vote for the bill, 


but more willingly if the notes bore interest than other- 
wise, 


| length. He proposed to strike out the words ‘as the Sec- 
stopped to investigate the causes, but was bent on remov- | 


When a house was in flames, the inquiry | 


retary may deem expedient,” and to insert instead thereof 
the words, “ as the exigencies of the country may require,” 
in reference to the amount of Treasury notes to be issued 
He was also opposed to the issue of the proposed note 
with interest. He was of opinion that there was no neces- 
sity to issue them at all. 

Mr. Wisx’s first amendment, to strike out and insert as 
above, was agreed to. 

That with regard to the interest proposed was rejected, 
as were two others immediately following. 

Mr. WISE then proposed the following amendment : 

Provided, ‘That it shalt not be lawful for the Secretary 
of the Treasury, or any disbursing officer of the Govern- 
ment, to pay out or circulate any Treasury note or notes, 
so long as there remains in the hands of such disbursin« 
officer, or the Treasurer of the United States, any speci 
or other available funds: And provided, further, Vhat |! 
whole amount, or so much of the five millions of doller 
as by law is to remain in the Treasury for contingenci: 
shall be kept on hand in Treasury notes, until the exizen 
cies of the Government shall render their use or circulation 
necessary. 

Upon which he demanded the yeas and nays. Orc 


Mr. MERCER briefly addressed the House, and 
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Mr. Wisk. 

Mr. WISE acceded to the proposal to modify his amend- 
ment, so that, as modified, it would make it the duty of 
disbursers to pay out specie first, and then ‘l'reasury notes. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed the amendment as being 
altogether impracticable. 

Mr. WISE was willing to modify the 
to make it conformable with the gentlemau’s notions of 


practicability ; and he did so alter his proposition as to | 


make it incumbent on the disbursing officers to pay specie 
or other available funds, to the amount called for, if they 
have it, before issuing the ‘Treasury notes. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gzaid his objection was not obvi- 
ated by this additional clause. 

Mr. WISE said it probably would not, aller it as he 
might; and was proceeding with his remarks, when 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, sitting immediately behind him, 
cried out ** question !” 

Mr. WISE. 
denly sick ?” 

The SPEAKER interposed, and 

Mr. WISE proceeded. He wished to be courteous to 
every gentleman in that House, and also claimed the same 
consideration. 
of the pending amendment, calling on all those who were 


? 


‘*Is the gentleman uneasy? Is he sud- 


going, simply and singly, to supply the exigencies of the | 


Government, to sustain it. 
Mr. McKAY soe-d a few words in opposition to the 
amendment, on the ground of its alleged impracticability. 


Mr. WISE, on the suggestion of Mr. Firtwors, mod- | 


ified his proposition still further, so as to except such sums 
from liability to being paid out by the disbursing officers, as 
shall be necessary for the supply of the mint. 

Mr. HOWARD said he would make a remark or two 
upon this amendment. 
cretion from the Secretary of the ‘T'reasury, and compel 
him to pay specie until the last dollar was expended, be- 
fore he could issue a single Treasury note. 
tion ought to exist. 
ed for some expenses than others. For example, if a ves- 
sel of war were about to suil to a foreign station, 
carry some specie with her. 
ploring expedition, which, although it was about to go to 
what the sailors called the ‘*star pole,” yet must necessa- 


rily touch at civilized ports, and therefore would require no | 


small amount of specie, in order to be prepared for contin- 
gencies. If the necessary sum was in the Treasury, there 


would he ne power to reserve it for this purpose, but the | 
first applicant for payment of a demand at the ‘Treasury | 


would sweep it away, and oblige the Secretary of the Navy 
to postpone the sailing until he could sell Treasury notes 
enough to supply the sum wanted. Many other cases of 
incouvenience might be stated. But further: there was 
probably no custom-house from Boston to New Orleans in 
which some had not been collected. ‘This was 
placed to the credit of the Treasurer as soon as received, 
and was, of course, in the Treasury. Should the proposed 
amendment prevail, the Secretary would have to ascertain 
from every custom-house whether there was a dollar there, 
before he could issue a single 
amount, however small, 


specie 


was in the hands of any collector, 


no matter however distant from the place where the ex- | 


penditure had to be made, the hands of the Secretary would 
be tied up. The amendment would, in practice, entirely 
defeat the bill. 

Mr. RHETT moved to reconsider the vote of the day 
before, whereby the amendment of Mr. Unpenwoop, pro- 
posing to authorize the sale of the bonds due to the 
ernment from the Bank of the United States, for the sup- 
ply of the deficiency in the Treasury, as a substitute for 
the issue of Treasury notes, had been rejected ; the mover 


Guv- 


amendment so as | 


He then concluded his remarks in support | 


| ster, A. 
linse, S. Williams, J. L, Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, 
| Yorke—110. 

It proposed to take away all dis- | 
This discre- | 


Specie was more imperatively requir- | 


she must | 
Take the case as of the ex- | 


Treasury note; and if any | 


gested some modification to the amendment of his colleague, | at the same time giving notice that, if that motion prevailed, 


he should move for the issue of four and a half millions of 
Treasury notes, in addition, to make up the amount te. 
quiced for the wants of the Treasury. 

Some conversation ensuing here as to the strict order of 
such a motion, pending another, Mr. WISE withdrew bis 
proposition for a time. 

An unsuccessful motion was then made to adjourn. 

Mr, CAMBRELENG asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question of reconsideration. 

The question upon reconsideration of the vote on My 
Uxprrwoon’s motion to amend the bill,.was then decided 
as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. W 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, W. 
B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, J. Campbell, 
W. B, Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Clowney, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, 
Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Everett, Ewing, 
R. Fletcher, Fillmore, J. Garland, R. Garland, Goode, J. 
Graham, Wm. Graham, Graves, Grinnell, Griffin, Hal- 


| sted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, 


Hoffman, Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, H. John 
son, W. C. Johnson, Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, A. W. 
Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 8, Mason, Maury, McKennan, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, 
Ogle, Patterson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pupe, 


| Potts, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Ridg 
| way, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. 


H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, 
Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Underwood, Web- 
8. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, L, Wil 


Naxs—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Bron- 
son, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. Car- 
ter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
DeGraff, Dromgovle, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fair- 
field, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, 
Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Inghain, 
T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W 
Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, 
A. Loomis, Lyon, J. M. Mason, Martin, McKay, R. 
McClellan, Abra. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montgomery, Morgan, S. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, 
Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, T. 1 
Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthington, Yell,—113. 

So the House refused, by a majority of three votes, to 
reconsider its decision. 

Mr. WISE then renewed his amendment, as modified, 
to except the superintendent of the mint. 

Mr. W. called for the yeas and nays on this amendmen! 
which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS said the gentleman from Virginia [M: 
Wise] has appealed to all members who are not now fo 
coumencing a Treasury bank to vote for his amendment 
Now, I am of that class; [ am for the Treasury not? 
bill as a means to replenish the Treasury and provide for 
the execution of the money contracts of the Governmen' 
I shall vote in good faith for the bill, as a bill of supplies, 
and think that the Secretary would be guilty of a misc: 
meanor if he should execute the law as if it had been pass 
ed to furnish a paper circulation to the country. But | 
cannot vote for the amendment to guard against the con- 


struction which the gentleman fears will be given to this 


sir, 
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measure. He proposes to forbid the Secretary, the J'reas- 
urer, and all disbursing officers, to issue or circulute one of 
the Treasury notes while the Treasurer or the disbursing 
officer has either gold or silver on hand. A very few words, 
I think, are needed to make it manifest that such a provision 
in the law would make it impracticable for the officers of 
Government to accomplish the purposes for which it is de- 
signed. 

Before the policy was adopted of leaving in the mint a 
large amount of money, to increase rapidly the gold coin- 
age, it was considered prudento keep in the Treasury at | 
all times a surplus of at least two millions of dollars. Not- | 
withstanding the earnest desire felt in Congress after the | 
war to pay speedily the public debt, the commissioners of | 
the sinking fund, authorized to purchase the evidences of | 
the public debt, were required to leave at all times in the 
Treasury at least two millions of dollars. It was then sup- | 
posed to be indispensable to have that amount of money 
always in the Treasury. In 1836, when the deposite law 
was passed, the authors of that measure directed the Sec- 
retary to retain five millions of dollars in the Treasury, 
supposing, obviously, that a less sum would not be suf- 
ficient to supply our numerous disbursing officers with 
small sums in anticipation of deman{s, and at the same 
time keep the mint in active operation. It is now pro- 
posed to abandon this uniform polic: , and to prohibit the 
Treasurer from keeping on hand a iy surplus whatever, ex- 
cept the money needed by the mint. ‘The Secretary, and 
all other officers, are to be forbidden to issue or circulate a 
Treasury note to raise supplies, until all the money in the 
Treasury has been expen.ted. Let us see how such a rule, 
if prescribed for the government of those officers, would 
operate. 

All the money in the various depositories is in the hands, | 
in contemplation of law, of the Treasurer. Portions of it 
are in this city to pay officers of Government and laborers | 
on the public works at this point. Other portions are in | 
New York to fit out the expedition for the South Seas. | 
There are, at the same time, considerable sums of public 
money in depositories near to the northwestern and south- 
western frontier, to pay Indian annuities, or the several 
corps of our army stationed on that border of the Union. 
At these and other points throughout the Univun the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury must take care to keep a constant 
supply to meet the demands that are to be made on officers 
employed to disburse the public money. If this amend- 
ment could prevail, what would be the condition of this 
high officer, charged to provide for the prompt fulfilment 
of almost innumerable contracts? He might, on the fif- 
teenth of this month, learn that five hundred thousand dol- 
lars would be required in New York on the first of No- 
vember next to complete the equipment of the South Sea 
expedition. On the same day he might receive informa- 
tion that one hundred thousand more would be required 
on the fifteenth of November at St. Louis, to pay the army 
in that vicinity, or the annuity to Indians from whom we 
have purchased vast tracts of rich and fertile lands. Well, 

ir, he refers to the books of the Department, and finds | 
that the Treasurer has on hand, that is to his credit, fifty 
thousand dollars in the Bank of the Metropolis, intended 
to pay the laborers employed on the public buildings. He 
finds, perhaps, that there are also to the credit of the T'reas- 
urer small sums, at various other points, intended there to 
meet the engagements of the United States: what would, 
in such a state of things, if the amendment could be adopt- 
ed, be the duty of the Secretary and of the ‘Treasurer ? 
Those officers would not, of course, request the disbursing 
officers at New York or St. Louis to wait until all the 
money standing to the credit of the Treasurer elsewhere 
had been expended. But it would be incumbent upon 
them to do an act not much more reasonable. ‘They would 
have to draw from dispersed depositories moneys standing 
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States are to be paid at one point. 


| locked up in the vaults of the public depositories. 


| Grinnell, Griffin, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, 
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to the credit of the Treasurer, to be sent to New York and 
St. Louis, and then issue Treasury notes to borrow money 
to be distributed amongst the depositories which had been 
exhausted. ‘They would possibly havé to encounter the 
expense and inconvenience of transmitting gold and silver 
from Richmond, Pittsburg, Washington, Baltimore, or 
elsewhere, to New York, and then, having exchanged the 
Treasury notes in the last named city for gold and silver, 
it would be sent back to the points first mentioned, so as 


| to be conveniently disbursed. 


These are some of the objections that have occurred to 
me on the instant to the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia. ‘They are to my mind conclusive against its 
adoption. The amendment appears to be founded upon 
the supposition that all the debts from and to the United 
Even if that was the 
case, the rule which it is intended to establish would be 
extremely inconvenient to the officers and to the creditors 
of the United States. But until the system which has 
been adopted for the convenience of all concerned, in the 
receipt and expenditure of the public revenue, shall be 
abandoned—and this I suppose no man pruoposes—it will 
be impossible to administer well the Treasury Department 
without a surplus of several millions of dollars. If large 
banking corporations have not always at command unem- 
ployed capital of two, three, and in some cases eight and 
ten millions of dollars, their directors are justly charged 
with a culpable carelessness about the credit of the institu- 
tions committed to their care. We are in part the man- 
agers of an immense body politic, having engagements to 


| be executed in every quarter of the globe, and must not 
| refuse to make ample provision to keep the public faith 
| untarnished. 


The bill before the House has been con- 
ceived in a proper spirit. It places within the reach of the 


| Executive all that may be needed, and nothing more. I 
| do not apprehend that the power to be conferred on the 


President and the Secretary will be abused. Large sums 
of money will not be withdrawn from circulation to be 


So be- 
lieving, I shall vote against the amendment that distrusts, 


, and for the bill which confides in, the capacity and patriot- 


ism of those to whose custody I have cheerfully assisted to 
commit the highest and most important powers of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. WISE then modified his amendment by inserting 
at the end thereof the words ‘‘ at the place where the de- 
mand is made.” 

‘Ihe question was then taken, and the amendment re- 
jected: Yeas 96, nays 118, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, J. 
Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, El 
more, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, J. Garland, 
R. Garland, Goode, J. Graham, W. Graham, Graves, 
Hastines, 
Hawes, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, Jenifer, H. Johnson, 
Johnson, Lewis, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Lyon, 
Mallory, Marvin, S. Mason, Maury, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, C. Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, 
Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Reed, Ridgway, Rob 
ertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shep 
perd, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, ‘Thompson, Underwood, A. 8. White, J. White, 


| BE. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8. Williams, J. L. Wiiliains, 


C. H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—96. 

Nars—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Borden, Broadhead, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, 


Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
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ae SS ee DeGraff, ice Duncan, ‘Edwards, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, 
Grantland, Gray, «Haley, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, R. M. T. 
Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, 
N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, 
Leadbetter, Logan, A. Loomis, J. M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, S. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- 
ter, Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Rencher, 
Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Sny- 
der, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Vaii, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, 
T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthington, and 
Yell—118. 

Mr. WISE then said he should not now offer his other 
amendments. 

Mr. McKAY moved to add a new section to the bill, the 
object of which was to prevent receivers of public money 
from charging the Government more interest on these notes 
than was actually due at the time they came into their 
hands; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRONSON moved an amendment that the time to 
which the issue of these notes should be extended should 
not be later than the 31st of December, 1838; which was 
agreed to. 





Mr. UNDERWOOD proposed to amend the bill so as | 


to defer the issue of the Treasury notes, except for the 
amount of $3,500,000, until after the Government bohds, 
held by the Bank of the United States, shall have been 
sold: provided that, if those bonds are not sold at the ex- 
piration of three months, then the Treasury notes, tv the 
amount of ten millions, are to be issued, as proposed by 
the bill. 

Mr. BYNUM suggested that this proposition was out of 
order, under the rules, being in substance the same as the 
one already rejected. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD showed that the present proposition | 


differed from the other, inasmuch as it stands now by it- 
self, while before it was blended with another, which might 
have affected the action of the House materially upon it. 

The SPEAKER decided that that was the proper view 
of the question, and that the amendment of Mr. Unver- 
woop was in order. 


Mr. LEWIS would inquire if Mr. Unnenwoon’s prop- | 


osition included the requirment of interest on the notes ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not mean to interfere at all 
with that question in his amendment; seeing the sense of 
the House to have been very clearly expressed on that point | 
already. 

Mr. LEWIS was opposed to the proposition. He want- 
ed the notes issued to be notes for circulation, without in- 
terest. This was the only way to make them instrumental 
in the relief of the country so much demanded. 

Mr. THOMPSON spoke in favor of the amendment. 

At this point of the debate, a successful motion was 
made (10 o’clock, P. M.) toadjourn. Yeas 117, nays 80. 

So the House adjourned. 


Monpar, Ocroper 9. 


An unusually large number of petitions and remonstran- 
ces in relation to the annexation of Texas, and the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, were presented 
hy gentlemen from different States. 


RULES AND ORDERS. 


Mr. MERCER, from the Select Committee on the Rules 
and Orders, presented a report from the Select Commitice 
on the Rules, with additional rules: the first, providing 
that the hvur at which every motion to adjourn is mad2 
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shall be satel on the joarnit of the Hones’ the iiicond, 
that after the motion to adjourn has been carried, no mem 
ber shall leave his seat until the Srraxen has left his. 

Mr. DUNCAN, objecting to the latter rule, put the case 
that the Speaker might see fit to occupy his chair all night 

Mr. BYNUM thought the rule would reduce the House 
very much to the appearance of a country school. he 
first rule was not objectionavle, but he did object to th: 
second. 

Mr. MERCER said that what the rule proposed wa 
the custom in the Legislature of Virginia; that it prevent 
ed indecorum, &e. 

Mr. BYNUM still objected. He thought the FP ouse 
had gone full far enough in banishing the sale of spirituous 
liquors from the Capitol, and making members sit uncov- 
ered. The time iad feet by for such servile deference to 
the Speaker of the House as was proposed. Gentlemen 
were not responsible here, but at home, for their morals 
The gentleman from Virginia had told him the committe: 
intended to bring in a rule to prevent chewing tobacco, an! 
spitting in the House. 

Mr. MERCER said he had told the gentleman he woul: 
like to see this done, not that the committee were about to 
do it, 
| Mr. BYNUM said it was all the same. ‘There was no 
} 


knowing where this thing would stop. He moved a divi 
| sion of the question, so as to take it separately on ea), 
| proposition reported by the committee. 

Mr. HAYNES disagreed with Mr. Bynum. He thovgh 
| the question presented by the proposed amendment not ot 
| morals, but manners. 
| The Ist rule was adopted ; and the question being upon 
| agreeing to the second— 
ADAMS did not see the use of the proposed rule, 
| in relation to members keeping their seats after the adjourn 
| ment had been declared. ‘The disorderly time was before 
the declaration was made ; when the motion waa first start 
ed. And, besides, it would operate to keep members in 
their seats much of the time when they wished to be freely 
circulating through the hall. It would tend to abridge th: 
| privileges of influential gentlemen in directing votes, &: 
The question was then taken on agreeing to the second 
rule reported, and decided in the negative. 
UNITED STATES, MEXICO, AND TEXAS. 
| Mr. ELMORE offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That, in addition to the 10,000 copies of the 
correspondence for the annexation of Texas to to the Uni 
ted States, ordered to be printed, there be 10,000 more 
| coptes printed, to which shall be annexed, from the corres 
pondence ‘‘ concerning the boundary between the Unite: 
States and the Mexican Republic, and a cession of territory 
belonging to the Mexican Confederation to the United 
States,” communicated in the message of the President | 
the United States, of the 2d October instant, the following 
documents: Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett, 26th March, 1825 
| extract from instructions ; Mr. Torrens to Mr. Adams, 15th 
| February, 1824; Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett, 24th Septem 
| ber, 1825, extracts; the same to the same, 15th March, 
1827, extract; Mr. Van Buren to the same, 25th August, 
| 1829; Mr. Livingston to Mr. Butler, 20th March, 1833, 
extract; Mr. McLane to the same, 13th January, 1834 
Mr. Forsyth to the same, 2d July, 1835, extract; and 
same, 6th August, 1835, extract. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should move an amendment of th! 
resolution. Instead of extracts, he moved to print //* 
whole of the correspondence and documents alluded t 
He was opposed to sending garbled statements of matters 
so interesting before the people. 

Mr. ELMORE said that, having offered the resolution, 
which he had supposed would have elicited no debate nor 
opposition, he felt bound to say a word in explanation 
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This House had made two calls on the President for m- 
formation upon subjects connected with Texas. The first 
was for the correspondence between the authorities of Texas 
and the United States, concerning the annexation of Texas. 
The second was for the correspondence with the authorities 
of Mexico, concerning the boundary line between the two 
countries, and the propositions for the purchase of any por- 
tion of the Mexican territory by the United States. Both 
calls had been responded to; and, in answer to the first, a 
communication from the Texian minister to this Govern- 
ment proposing the annexation of Texas; a reply from the 
Secretary of State ; and a rejoinder from the Texian minis- 
ter, had been laid before this House, and ten thousand copies 
were ordered to be printed. In reply to the second call, a 
voluminous correspondence between the proper agents of 
the Governments of the United States and Mexico had been 
communicated, and ten thousand copies of it ordered to be 
printed. 


consisting of those named in the resolution now under con- 
sideration, and consisting mainly of instructions given by 
the different Presidents wielding the executive power of the 
United States, from 1824 to 1837, to our ministers resident 
in Mexico, directing them to propose for the purchase of 
Texas, and giving the reasons why such a purchase was 
desirable and important forthe United States. These con- 


stituted but a small portion of the docnments communicated | 
under the second call; the rest, comprising nine-tenths, or | 


probably nineteen-twentieths, of those sent by the Presi- 


dary fixed for Mexico in 1819, in the treaty of Washing- 
ton, between Spain and the United States; and in which 
the latter yielded Texas, and consented to make the Sabine 
and Red rivers the boundary. This treaty, recognising 


this line as the true one between Mexico and the United | 
States, was three times negotiated and signed in almost the | 


same terms, having twice failed in consequence of not being 
ratified by Mexico in the time prescribed by one of its arti- 
cles. ‘The various forms and shapes which these negotia- 


tions assumed, the several propositions to vary them, the | gentleman from South Carolina had proposed to print ex- 


causes which produced the failure to ratify—from frequent 
revolutions, changes in the executive departments charged 


with this subject, propositions to change the place of nego- | 


tiation from Mexico to Washington—the formation of a 
commercial treaty between the countries, and tedious de- 


tails of all its beginnings, interruptions, and progress; and | them. Mr. A. said his proposition was to print the whole. 


the urgent requisitions of this Government for the appoint- 
ment of commissioners to run the line of boundary as fixed 


in 1819, constitute a mass of diplomatic notes, corres- | 


pondence, and instructions on these points, which have no 
bearing on the great subject, the annexation of Texas, 
which now engrosses the public attention. 


to diffuse all the information required. But, sir, it is hot 
so as regards those mentioned in the resolution. They re- 
late especially to the acquisition of Texas; they consist of 
instructions from the various Presidents who have been in 
power since 1824, showing, in the arguments and views 
they suggest to our ministers charged with these important 
negotiations, the reasons why it has always been deem- 
ed important to the welfare of the United States that they 
should possess Texas. 

Sir, the House will remember that, some days ago, the 
gemtle-:nan from Massachusetts made the pregnant and start- 
ling declaration, that this was a question of union or dis- 
union. He presented this issue to the people of the Uni- 
ted States. Now, sir, I wish my constituents and the peo- 
ple of the South to have all the information on this subject 
concentrated in this document, which will show them the 
official action and opinions of this Government, from 1824 


United States, Mexico, and Texas. 


Upon looking into the last documents, (said Mr. | 
E.,) I find they are divided into two classes, the first class | 


| that the correspondence is garbled. 


| showing the House these documents. 


| est degree to that Government. 
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to the present day. I wish them to see, by the instructions 
given our ministers in every administration since 1824, 
that it has always been considered essential to the safety and 
interests of these States, and that the sound wisdom and 
prudence of the reasons assigned in these able papers may 
be submitted to their sciemn deliberation, before they re- 
turn their answer to the issue tendered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

It may be, sir, as the gentleman from Massachusetts says, 


that these documents are “ garbled,” and only such extracts 
furnished the House as suit one side of the question. If 


| garbled, it has been done by the President or his Secretary 


of State. I propose to publish them exactly as they have 
been furnished to the House. If these documents, and es- 
pecially the opinions of the distinguished statesman who 
was President in 1825, shall place any gentleman on this 
floor in the position of having entertained opinions on this 
subject not exactly consistent, of having favored and urged 
the acquisition of Texas at one time, as an important na- 
tional object, and of having opposed and denounced it at 
another, it is a matter he must settle as best he can with 
the country. J have no further concern in the affair than 
that I want the benefit of the arguments of the then Presi- 
dent, contained in these instructions, to aid the people in 


| forming a correct estimate of the importance of ‘Texas to 


the United States. I do not now propose to argue the mer- 
its of this great question, but I desire to spread before the 
people the information contained in the arguments of far 


' abler men, which I here find prepared to my hand. 
dent, relating almost entirely to a treaty of boundary which | 


was negotiated at an early period of the negotiations be- | 


tween the two countries, and which recognised the boun- | to have all the correspondence relating to the annexation or 


But, sir, I apprehend the gentleman from Massachusetts 
is mistaken in the course he has proposed, if his object is 


purchase of Texas, printed on this occasion. He complains 
Let him then call, by 
a resolution, on the President for that which he says is sup- 
pressed. He cannot, by his motion, if he succeed in car- 
rying it, have that printed which is not furnished the House. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that that would best appear by 
He wanted all or 
none. He was opposed to sending forth garbled extracts 
as the basis of opinions on a subject so momentous. The 


tracts from the documents favorable to his own peculiar 
views on the great question at issue, and not the entire 
documents. ‘The President of the United States, in obe- 


| dience to the call of the House, sends certain papers. The 


gentleman from South Carolina proposes to print a part of 


He had a right to argue that the gentleman proposed to 
print such extracts as favored one side of the question rather 
than the other. No conclusion could possibly be drawn 
from what had already been communicated, and the peo- 


| ple had a right to all the light that could be shed upon the 
Ten thousand | 


copies of these are already ordered to be printed; enough | 


subject. 

Sir, (said Mr. A.,) I say on my authority that, if such 
@ proposition was ever made on the part of the United 
States to the Government of Mexico, it was received in 
such a manner as to show that it was offensive in the high- 
If, as the gentleman from 
South Carolina intimates, some parts of those documents 
prove one thing, there may be other parts of them which 
go to prove directly the contrary. If any inference is to be 
drawn from the instructions referred to against the interests 
of my constituents, or against those of that gentleman’s 
constituents, we ought to have also the answers to the 
propositions referred to, and not draw inferences from that 
which is communicate@to us, which might be entirely refuted 
by that which has not been communicated. I repeat that, 
if there ever was such a propesition made to Mexico, it was 
received in such a manner that it never was repeated, and 
never ought to be repeated. I have very strong reason to 
believe, further, (said Mr. A.,) that at one time the late: 
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Executive of the United States was deluded into an expec- 
tation that the Mexican Government were ready to make a 
cession of territory to the United States; and, indeed, in 
one of the documents lately communicated to this’ House, 
the minister from Texas affirms to the Secretary of State, 
that the late Executive of the United States was so confi- 
dent of the acquisition of Texas, that he offered to Mr. 
Hutchins G. Burton, of North Carolina, the commission 
of governor of that territory. [Mr. Apams was here re- 
minded by the Speaker that he was transcending the prop- 
er limit of debate upon a mere question of printing papers. ] 
Well, (Mr. A. said,) he must then fall back upon the 
ground of natural justice, which he said would sufficiently 
sustain his argument that all the papers, if any, ought to 
go together to the American people. 

Mr. A. having demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to amend the resolution, and they having been ordered 
to be taken— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved for the orders of the dav. 


TREASURY-NOTE BILL. 


The House then resumed the consideration of the * bill 
to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes.” 

The question pending being the amendment of Mr. Ux- 
DERWOop, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue only three millions and a half of Treasury notes, un- 
til the bonds of the Bank of the United States had been of- 
fered for sale for three months, exclusive of interest— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to the members on all 
sides of the House to bring this measure to a conclusion. 
He did not suppose the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Uxperwoop} really meant to embarrass the Treasury of 
the United States ; but his amendment, if adopted, would 
be the most extraordinary proposition ever adopted by Con- 
gress. His proposition was to authorize the sale of three 
bonds, amounting each to about two millions of interest. 
Now there was not a capitalist on the face of the earth who 
would bid for them. Even the Bank of the United States, 
with all its capital, could not raise the means to do it, with- 
out the aid of the Bank of England, for the simple reason 
that the bonds could not be divided. 

Now, what would be the effect of this proposition? Here 
was a bill before the House taking from the Secretary of 
the Treasury the power to draw drafts, which destroyed, in 
one single instant, the puwer to draw for one single dollar 
to pay the public creditors, who were now waiting for these 
Treasury notes. 
issue only three millions and a half of notes in the last 
quarter of the year, thus tying up his hands for three 
months, except so far as his reliance upon these three mil- 
lions and a half only for the expenses of the Government 
during that time, when, according to the estimates, at least 
ten millions will be required for the same period. This 
would, in effect, bankrupt the Treasury. 


Mr. C. said he wished, too, to reach another bill of pri- | 


mary importance, the divorce bill, before they adjourned, 
for he was anxious not to leave the Treasury and the finan- 
ces in their present unregulated condition. [n a New 
York paper he was made to say that he never intended to 
bring that bil) up. 
he said, since he argued quite the reverse. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in support of his amendment, and 
in reply to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Campnet- 
ENG,| said that that gentleman had done him but justice 


in saying that he (Mr. U.) did not wish to embarrass the | 


operations of the Treasury. He begged leave to make one or 


two remarks, however, in defence #his amendment. That | 


gentleman had said that the whole ten millions demanded 
would be wanted during thé balance of the current year. 
This certainly did not appear to be the opinion of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury himself, if there was any truth in 
his report. 


He must have been mistaken in what | 
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Including $16,000,000 appropriated last 
charge on the Treasury amounts to $48,000,000 
Of this there has been paid $24,000,000 
Of this there has been suspended 15,000,000 
— 39,009, 000 


year, the whole 








Which leaves the difference at $9,000, Ov0 
if there is any trath in figures. And now, what means, 
Mr. U. would ask, was there to meet this $9,000,000? The 
proceeds of the public lands, and the cash duties accruing, 
would not fall short oft $6,000,000, which, with the three 
millions proposed by this amendment, would suffice for the 
balance of the year. These statements were too plain to 
be controverted. 

Mr. U. also wanted the question taken speedily, and 
modified his amendment by striking out ‘‘ exclusive ot 
interest.” 

Mr. LEGARE proposed to insert an interest of two per 
This proposition, he thought, would be a com- 


Mr. SERGEANT also remarked, that the Secretary of 
the Treasury had taken a view of this bill not warranted 
either by the language of the bill or by the views of mem 
bers of that Heuse, so far as those views had been disclosed. 
That gentleman had written to brokers and others, all over 
the country, to inquire of them at what rate they would pur- 
chase those notes; whereas there was no authority in the 
bill to sell the notes at all. 

The authority or power of the Secretary of the Treasury 
was confined to two points. In the first place, he could 
only issue them to creditors of the Government, in satisfac- 
tion of debts, on their nominal amount, with the interest 
that may then have accrued. The next power was the puw- 
er to borrow upon the hypothecation of the notes. 

On these points Mr. 8. dwelt at some length. As to the 
constitutional power of the Government to issue these bills 
he had no doubt in the world. It had as much constitu- 
tional power to do that as to charter a national bank. With 
reference to the wants of the Treasury, he preferred that 
they should borrow money of that description, which would 
answer the purposes of the Treasury. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said a few words in reply to Mr. 
S., and gave notice of his intention to enter more at lurge 
on the subject of the gentleman’s present and late speech 
in support of a national bank, when the divorce bill came 
The gentleman’s argument about the people’s money 
and the Government’s money, was a merely ad captandum 
one, designed to produce an effect upon the elections in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. C. agreed with the gentleman that the Secretary ot 
the Treasury had not properly construed the act now under 
consideration ; for, if he had construed it properly, there 
never could be any depreciation whatever of these notes. 
There was no power given in the bill to sell the notes, but 
to borrow money upon them. 

Mr. PICKENS made an urgent appeal to the House, 
that, considering the lateness of the session, and the im- 
portant measures behind, they would vote on all the prop- 
ositions now before it on this bill. He declared his inten- 
tion of voting against the bill himself if it embraced interest. 

Mr. MERCER opposed the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD again modified his amendment, 
so as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to ex- 
change the bonds with the Bank of the United States for 
smaller bonds. 

Mr. GHOLSON replied principally to the remarks o! 
Mr. Bett on Saturday last, and spoke in opposition to 
the establishment of a national bank, and in support of the 
bill, without the amendment under consideration. He 
insisted that the bill was opposed, and was intended, if pos- 
sible, to be defeated, for the express purpose of promoting 
the object to charter a national bank. 
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Mr. BELL spoke briefly in reply. 

Mr. REED animadverted upon what he termed the mis- 
erably erroneous estimates of the Secretary, and argued 
against the necessity of passing the original bill without the 
amendment, viz: to sell the bank bonds. 

Mr. GHOLSON rejoined to Mr. Bext, but his remarks 
were cut off by the hour having arrived for taking a recess, 
when the House adjourned till 4 o'clock. 


Evrnine Session. 


The House met after recess, 

Mr. GHOLSON resumed and concluded his remarks 
in reply to Mr. Bex, the whole of which are given entire, 
as follows : 

Mr. Speaker: If, by remaining in my seat, I believed 
the vote on the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Uxnexwoop,] or on the bill itself, 
would be taken at an earlier period, | surely would content 
inyself with giving a silent vote, however anxious I may 
be, or may have been, to express my views. I am in bad 
health, worn down witb previous labor, and find myself 
but illy calculated for the effort of debate. ‘The course of 
the whigs on this floor, ever since the commencement of 
the session, has assured me that their object is, and has 
been, that this House shall not act on any bill likely to 
relieve the embarrassments of the country. 

Sir, I am justified in saying that the object of the whigs 
is, and has been, to keep up excitement in the country, 
and add embarrassment to the already embarrassed condi- 
tion of the Government and the people. When this ses- 
sion first commenced, we were told by the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Brxx] and the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Wase,] who are regarded by me and by the country 
as the oracles of the whig party, that they had no meas- 
ures of their own to bring forward to relieve the Union. 
The gentleman from Virginia went further. He requested 
or directed his whig allies to bring forward no measure to 
relieve the country. He said that, for one, he would let 
the country groan on; that it was not the intention of the 
administration party here to carry out the recommendations 
of the President; and even went so far as to warn my 
friend from South Carolina (Mr. Picknys] to be on his 
guard, lest he were arrested and shot down as a deserter. 
Being now hard pressed in this quarter, and this bill (which 
has been so bitterly denounced) being likely to be finally 
voted on before the close of the session, he calls in the aid 
of his ally from Tennessee, [Mr. Bext,] and solicits that 
gentleman to aid him in occupying the time of the House 
with fruitless dicussion and vapid denunciation until the 
close of this extraordinary session ; and thus prevent, what 
is so much dreaded by both gentlemen, that relief which 
the country so imperiously demands, and which, if we 
possess the power, we are bound to afford to it. 

Well, sir, the gentleman from Tennessee has not been 
unmindful of the appeal of the gentleman from Virginia. 
He has promptly obeyed the mandate, and has gone to his 
aid; and, with the skill and management of a political 


grima'kin, he consumed the whole of Saturday in discuss- | 


ing a motion that he never intended should be voted on ; 
and after a day and a part of the night had been consumed 
by descanting oa that time-killing motion, the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Wurrtiesszy] came forward, and asked 
the geutleman from ‘l'ennessee to withdraw his motion. 
The request was instantly complied with, thus conclusively 
proving, to my mind, that the whole design and object of 
the gentleman was, and is, confusion, excitement, embar- 
rassment, not action or relief to the Government or the 
people. 

Sir, we have now progressed on this legislative journey 
ull we have reached the last week of the session. And 
what, Mr. Speaker, let ine ask, have we, the administra- 
tion party, been permitted todo? By our untiring exer- 
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tions we have got one little bill through the House! The 
suffering people have a right to know to whom this delay, 
this waste of time, of money, this trifling with their rights 
and interests, is to be ascribed. Sir, this remissness, this 
flagrant injustice, and wanton dereliction of duty, cannot, 
and must not, be charged to the administration party ; for 
if the whigs, as they avow, have no projects or plans of 
relief of their own, why have they not permitted us to carry 
out those plans of the administration which we stand ready 
to execute? Is it because they fear the country will be 
relieved ? 

What, sir, said the gentleman from Tennessee, { Mr. 
Bext,} when he came forward, on Saturday, with his 
time-killing project? He said he had told the people, 
‘*the dear people,” just before the election—at a time 
when he undoubtedly cherished a very warm and tender 
feeling of regard for the people—that it would be in the 
power of the administration to relieve the country in sixty 
days at furthest! Well, sir, why does not the gentleman 
bring forward the plan that he suggested to his constituents ! 
Is he not bound to do so, if be believes what he has said 
in relation to the plans set forth in the President’s mes- 
sage! Surely he is. When he undertakes to say that 
the schemes suggested in the President’s message are wild 
and visionary, and impracticable, have we not a right to 
expect from him some plan that will, according to his own 
views, afford relief, practical relief—a plan that is in it- 
self practicable and reasonable’ What was the vast and 
wonderful scheme that the honorable gentleman suggested 
to the people of his district ? He says that it was a scheme 
to force the Government to take up the $100,000,000 of 
irredeemable bank paper now afloat in the country! In- 
deed, sir ! 

Mr. Speaker, common sense, the commonest reasoning, 
and the teachings of every day’s experience and observa- 
tion, all go to prove the utter impracticability of the prop- 
osition. I have too high a regard for the gentleman's 
intelligence, to believe, for a single moment, that he be- 
lieves in the practicability of any such project. Those 
banks which have flooded the country with a redundant 
paper circulation, have failed, and their paper become 
worthless in the hands of the people, at the very time when 
they were sustained by all the resources of this mighty and 
munificent Government daily poured into their vaults. 
They failed, sir, when they were sustained, not only by 
the Government, but by the confidence of the whole Amert- 
can people, and by that still stronger power, public opin- 
ion. If they failed under the existence of such props and 
such patronage—if they could not exist as organic bodies, 
and perform the functions required of them by law and by 
their charters, under the existence of circumstances so fa- 
vorable—and if their paper, as we all know to be the fact, 


| has depreciated fifteen per cent. how much more signal 


and complete must be their failure, when they do not and 
cannot obtain the confidence of the people? 

Sir, I defy the Government to give the people confidence 
in these banking institutions. They have already fuiled, 
and without the confidence of the people they cannot be 
resuscitated ; they cannot sustain themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, who, let me inquire, ever heard of a Gov- 
ernment like ours, in a time of profound peace, dealing in 
paper known to be depreciated, and attempting to make 
that paper the circulating medium of the country? Do we 
not all know that this plan is wild, visionary, impracticab! 
I know, sir, the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee does not believe it practicable; if he did, he would 
bring it forward in a tangible slape. I have too much con 
fidence in his ability as a statesman, too much confidence 
in his intelligence as a financier, to do him the injustice 
of believing him at all in favor of the plan of which he ha 
spoken. 

The causes that have moved the gentleman from ‘Pen 
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nessee in this matter, are easily divined ; nay, they can- 
not be misunderstood. He had said something on this 
sudject to the people of his district, to his constituency if 
you please, and he wished to consume the time of this 
House, above all, he wished to aid the federal bank party 
in this House, and to attain his ends, he came out with 
the plans on which I have animadverted, and hoped to im- 
pose on the country. I say this, for this further reason, 
that the whole course of the opposition, with whom the 
gentleman from Tennessee is acting, has been directed to 
the single and sole purpose of preventing any thing being 
done by the administration to relieve the country. They 
are influenced in their course by the belief that, if they can 
keep up the present excitement in the country, they can 
force from the necessities of the people the recharter of the 
United States Bank, or a national bank subservient to 
their wishes. They know that: this question has been 
again and again submitted to the people, and the people, 
after calm deliberation and reflection, have decided that 
they will not have a bank. But, not satisfied with the 
unqualified expression of the people’s voice, they still cling 
with tenacity to the desperate hope that has been made to 
tell its “flattering tale,” by the present unnatural excite- 
ment and derangement that now pervade every section of 
the country. They know that if the country is relieved 
and the present excitement can be quelled, their hopes of 
a national bank will be laid prostrate. And this is the 
reason, Mr. Speaker, this struggle has been so desperate ; 
this, sir, is the reason that the cry of Executive bank, has 
been sounded through this hall; this is the reason that we 
have been so often boastingly told, that unless a national 
bank were incorporated, the country would be convulsed. 
This is the true and only reason that exists for the cry we 
have so often heard, that this bill will sap the liberties of 
the country; that by means of this Executive bank, the 
President would be enabled to place his foot on the necks 
of the people. This cry has been raised because gentle- 
men know that a bank is yet unpopular; and they hope to 
prejudice the country against this bill before it passes, by 
calling it an Executive bank bill. Sir, they seek to fright- 
en us by telling us that when we give our assent to this 
bill we give our assent to a measure that is to convulse 
the country. For one, Mr. Speaker, jet me tell gentle- 
men, that names have no terror for me. I have no fear 
that this bill will enable the President to place himself 
above the constitution and the people ; I am not so timid 
that I can be alarmed by such bug-bedr appeals to my 
courage. 

But why, let me ask, have we this constant cry of bank, 
bank, from the known bank party on this floor? It has 
been said that this bill was intended to defeat a national 
bank. I am willing to place it on that issue before the 
American people ; [ will, and do, hereby declare my assent 
to this measure, humble as gentlemen say it is, and at 
the same time I avow my decided opposition te any nation- 
al bank. And, sir, if convulsians, anarchy, and confu- 
sion are to be the consequences of our refusal to charter a 
national bank, let them come, and I shall be prepared to 
meet them. Sir, I have stated that names have no terror 
for me. I am in favor of this bill. I wish these Trens- 
ury notes to enter into the circulation of the country, and 
if they do get into circulation, depend upon it, sir, the 
one-half of your embarrassments will be removed at the in- 
stant they find their way from the hands of the Secretary. 
This bill has no similtude to a bank, Mr. Speaker, and if 
gentlemen attempt to distort it into any thing of the kind, 
they will get their labor for the pains. The Treasurer, 
under it, has no power to issue bills, except as the creditors 
of the Government may require them. ‘The passage of 
the bill will get enable the Secretary of the Treasury to 
throw thousands and millions of paper into circulation in 
a day, by which the price of property, and of labor, and 


of every thing else, will receive fictitious valuations, an, 
then by suddenly withdrawing the circulation, depress the 
price of the same substances and properties far beneath 
their intrinsic value. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask gentlemen to do me the 
favor of pointing out the resemblance that this bill bears 
to a bank; I ask them to particularly point out the charac- 
teristics by which they are enabled to determine that this 
is an Executive bank. 

The next direct attack made upon this bill, is the one 
now pending in favor of that defunct monster, the late 
United States Bank, offered by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Unpenwoop.}] This amendment, has, [ be- 
lieve, been already twice rejected by this House, and is now 
properly out of order. But as I am no stickler for points 
of order, I will make no question of that sort. This 
amendment, like the late United States Bank, is no sooner 
defeated in one shape than it rises in another. By this 
amendment, it is proposed to offer in lieu of the bill, the 
bonds executed by the late United States Bank to this Gov- 
ernment, in that institution. Then it is proposed to throw 
into the market in these times of general depression, 
$6,000,000 of bank bonds due in the course of the next 
four years, payable by instalments of $2,000,000, bearing 
interest from the date of their execution. Now, sir, who 
are to be the purchasers? We know in these times of 
general distress, no individual, and scarcely any incorpo- 
ration, has the ability to make such a purchase. Then if 
these bonds are thus untimely thrown into the market, the 
Government must and will sustain an immense loss. The 
old bank may or may not be the bidder for these bonds 
The course that that institution has heretofore,” and is now 
persuing, is this: A short time after the suspension 
of specie payments, that bank threw into the market 
$5,000,000 of bank bonds, or post notes, payable at a fu- 
ture day in England. ‘These bonds or notes were sold in 
the market for a premium of five per cent. ‘The agents 
of the bank proceeded to the cotton. growing States, and 
with the notes of the Pennsylvania Bank of the United 
States bought cotton to meet these bonds. The notes of 
the institution commanded a premiuin, owing to the im- 
mense debt due from the South and West to the eastern 
and northern cities. The fund upon which these $5,000, 000 
was first drawn having been exhausted, this is the game 
that is now being played off by Mr. Biddle on the South 
He has his agents there, selling the notes of the old bank, 
which neither the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, nor 
any other institution, is bound to redeem. This paper, in 
these times of distrust and oppression, commands a pre- 
mium over the lecal hank paper of the country. It first 
passes into the hands of our southern merchants, they pay- 
ing a premium for it of about 15 per cent. above local bank 
paper. The merchants pay it over to the agents of the 
northern merchants, who are literally swarming like hun- 
gry locusts through the country ; who, knowing its utter 
worthlessness, and that no one is bound to redeem it, iin- 
mediately sell it for local bank paper ata premium. With 
this paper they buy cotton. Jn this way, one set of these 
irredeemable notes buys the cotton of the whole neighbor- 
hood at a discount of at least 15 percent. ‘Thus is the 
ghost of this institution enabled to plunder my constituents 
out of 15 per cent. of their labor. 

This system of plundering the South, so Jong practised 
by the Northern capitalists, has enabled that section of the 
country, through the agency of the institution of which | 
speak, to play a game that must be suspended, and it is to 
an evil so monstrous that [ am anxious to apply a remedy 
This can be done effectually by the rejvction of the amend- 
ment and the passage of the bill. In this way, this insti- 
tution will be driven out of the market; for when the notes 
proposed to be issued by this bill enter, as they will, into 
the circulation of the country, the worthless paper of this 
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insolvent institution referred to, will be banished from cir- 
culation. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Betz) 
complains that I have no right to place the construction on 
his acts that I have so freely and fully expressed; and, sir, he 
has added that I have expressed upinions in reference to him 
that are not justifiable by facts. Sir, I must be allowed to 
tell that gentleman that the actions and conduct of public 
men in this hall are, and of right should be, public prop- 
erty. As such, I have a right to come to my own conclu- 
sions in relation to them. Having formed my opinions as 
to the moving cause for the conduct of that gentleman in 
the present instance, I have taken the liberty to express 
those opinions, and I claim the right of doing so. Sir, I 
should be sorry to do any gentleman an act of injustice. I 
have imisstated no matter of fact; and, if [ have otherwise 
done the gentleman injustice, I shall be found at all times 
ready to render him the most prompt and adequate satis- 
faction. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman has taken occasion to say 
something in relation to the interest of my constituents. 
Now, sir, I will tell the gentleman that I am their repre- 
sentative, and that if I misrepresent them I am account- 
able to them for the act. Therefure, neither they nor we 
require any aid or advice from the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. 

I know, sir, that I represent a suffering people, a peo- 
ple who are immensely in debt ; but, thank God ! we have 
a climate, a soil, and a production, that, when added to 
the never-ceasing vigilance of our people, will enable us to 
pay, in a short time, a larger debt than can be extinguish- 
ed by any other people of the globe. 

Much, sir, has been said about the immense debt our 
banks owe the Government, and not a little has been said 
and insinuated about the alleged insolvency of those insti- 
tutions. Sir, [ ask gentlemen, before they make any more 
assertions on this subject, to examine into the true situa- 
tion of our banks. I make the assertion, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that our banks, the banks of the State of Missis- 
sippi, have as large an amount of assets in their possession as 
any banks in this Union which have not a greater circula- 
tion afloat. I have no doubt they are as solvent, and will 
resume specie payments as soon as any banks in the Union 
having at the time of the suspension as large a circulation 
as they had. 

But it is said the banks have asked for indulgence. I 
say itisuntrue. If they have asked indulgence, [ am not 
informed of it. I, on my own responsibility, asked in- 
dulgence for them in erder that I might favor their debtors. 
Now, sir, if the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Brut, } 
with his proclaimed charity for my constituents, will aid 
me in keeping the hands of this Government off of our 
hanks for a short time, he will render us good service. 
Any attempt to force these banks to pay their debts un- 
naturally oppresses the debtor’s interest. Whenever the 
Government presses the banks, it presses its own debtors, 
and thus the Government directly oppresses the people. 

If the Government continues, according to the sugges- 
tions of the gentleman from Tennessee, who is so charit- 
able, to draw on our banks, these drafts must, for some 
time to come, come back protested. ‘I'his will keep down 


our money, and force us to pay the highest premium thet, 


we have heard so much talked of. 

_ Sur, I care but little for those banks as mere corpora- 
tions, but I have a great good feeling for the people who 
are in their power. You have relieved the balance of your 
Government debtors, and why not relieve them also? I 
am sure .they are as meritorious as your Northern mer- 
chants. Now, sir, the passage of this bill, without the 
amendment, appears to me to be the only means by which 
the country can be reiieved. It is the only hope I have 
for our banks soon resuming specie payments; for when 





this bill shall have passed, the Government will be reliev- 
ed. Ten millions will be liable to be gradually thrown 
into circulation. You can then give our banks reasonable 
time; and thus the whole will be accommodated. 


Sir, the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Bert] said 


something about forcing the Government into terms. 
What terms does he mean? The terms of these irrespon- 
sible banks? If these are his terms; if a submission on 
the part of this administration to the dictations of these 
banks are the terms upon which we are to buy the peace 
of the couutry, it is such a peace as [do not want. If 
this is the way that quiet in this land is to be kept, let us 
have the confusion of which we have heard so much since 
the commencement of the session. I think the sooner it 
comes the better. 


Sir, has it come to this, in this land of liberty and of 


law, that these banks can, and will, dictate to an American 
Congress? Are we to be no longer independent? Are we 
to be forced to ask these most soulless corporations what 
we shall do, and what we shall not do? Surély not yet. 
This is the direct policy of the bank party on this floor. I 
am prepared to record my vote; I am prepared to meet the 
crisis, and share my fate. I have no fears of the result. 


"Mr. Speaker, I had intended to have proceeded further 


in discussing these topics, but I find myself unable, from 
exhaustion and debility, to go on any further. 


Mr. CURTIS addressed the House in a short speech, 


expressive of his regret that his colleague [Mr. Campret- 
gNG] had laid aside the bill originally reported by him 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, and had engraft- 
ed the Senate’s bill upon its enacting clause as an amend- 


ment. He was in favor of the bill in its original shape, 


but opposed to an issue of Treasury noves bearing interest, 


and would prefer the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky now under consideration, especially as recently 
modified. He explained how the bonds of the United 
States Bank might be rendered availabe, and sold in Eu- 
rope. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD having altered his motion to 
amend the bill so as to make it read as follows : 

‘* But no Treasury notes shall be issued under the provi- 
sions of this act, except for the sum o; three million five 
hundred thousand dollars, until after the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall have offered for sale the bonds executed by 
the president, directors, and company of the United States 
Bank of Pennsylvania, in consideration of the stock held by 
Government in the late Bank of the United States; and 
the Secretary of the ‘l'reasury is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to sell and transfer said bonds, or any one or more 
of them, to the purchaser or purchasers, and to apply the 
money arising from such sale and transfer in payment of 
any demands upon the Treasury : Provided, however, That 
no sale and transfer of said bonds shall be made for less than 
the nominal amount of said bonds respectively, with the 
interest which shall have accrued thereon up to the day of 
sale. But if said bonds cannot be sold as is herein provided, 
in three months from the passage of this act, then it shall 
be lawful to issue Treasury notes to the amount not exceed- 
ing in the whole ten millions of dollars. 

**It shall, moreover, be lawful for the Secretary of the 
Treasury to surrender any one or more of said bonds to the 
bank, and to take in exchange smaller bonds for the amount, 
to facilitate the sales and transfers herein provided for.” 

The question being put on the amendment of Mr. Un- 
DERWOOD, in this shape, it was decided as follows: 

Yxras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. W.Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, J. 
Calhoon, J. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clowney, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, 
Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Goode, J. Graham, Grennell, 
Griffin, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
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Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, R. M. T. Hunter, W. 
C. Johnson, Lawler, Lineoln, A. W. Loomis, Mallory, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, 
Mencfee, Mercer, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robert- 
son, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Stratton, Taliafer- 
ro, Thompson, Underwood, A. S.White, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
Joseph [.. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Yell. 
Yorke—94. 4 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cilley, Claiporne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
goole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Fry, Gallup, 
Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Ham- 
mond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hubley, W. H. 
Hunter, T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, 
J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, Martin, May, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Muh- 
lenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- 
ter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, 
Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, 
Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams,—109. 

So Mr. Unnerwoon’s amendment was negatived. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the whole of it, after the enacting clause, and inserting, 
in lieu thereof, the following : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby 
authorized, with the approbation of the President of the 
United States, to borrow on the credit of the United States, 
from time to time, such sum as the President may think 
expedient, not exceeding in the whole, $7,000,000, to be 
reimbursed with interest not exceeding 6 per cent. per an- 
num, at the expiration of twelve months from the date of 
the loan or loans respectively. 

The question upon agreeing to this amendment was de- 
cided—Yeas 86, nays 131, as follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, W. B. Cal- 
houn, J. Calhoon, W. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, 
Grennell, Griffin, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, R. M. ‘I’. Hunter, W. 
C. Johnson, Lawler, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Mallory, 
Marvin, S. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 
Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, ‘Ualiaferro, 
Thompson, Underwood, A. S. White, E. Whittlesey, C. 
H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—86. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
J. Campbell, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, 
Clark, Cleveland, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, 
DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fair- 
field, Foster, Fry, Gallup, J. Garland, Gholson, Glascock, 
J. Graham, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hub- 
ley, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, ‘I’. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, 
J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 


Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, A. Loo- 

mis, Lyon, Martin, May, McKay, R. McClellan, A. Mc- 
| Clellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
| Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Noyes, 
| Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, 
| Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, A. H. Shepperd, 
C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Spence,, 
Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, J. White, 
T. T. Whittlesey, L.. Williams, 8. Williams, J. W. Wii- 
liams, J. L. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—131. 

So the amendment was negatived. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then further moved to amend the 
bill by adding the following : 

Provided, however, That no notes shall be issued as 
aforesaid, so long as there shall remain in the ‘Treasury 
available funds applicable to the prompt payment of said 
| debts, after reserving one million of dollars. 

This followed the course of those previously offered, be- 
ing negatived by yeas and nays—Yeas 102, nays 120, as 
follows : 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, W. 
B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, J. Campbell, W. B. Carter, 
Chambers, Cheatham, Jhilds, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, 
Fillmore, J. Garland, Goode, J. Graham, W. Graham, 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Has- 
tings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, H. John. 
son, W. C. Johnson, Lawler, Lincoln, A. W. Louomis, 
Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, S. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, 
McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, C. Morris, Naylor, 
Ogle, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, 
Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Tali- 
aferro, Thompson, Underwood, A. S. White, J. White, 
E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, S. Williams, J. L. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—102. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsali, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Bron 
son, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, 
Conner, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
govle, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, I. Fletcher, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, 
Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, 
T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. 
Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, 
| Lewis, Logan, A. Loomis, J. M. Mason, Martin, McKay, 
R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, 
Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thom- 
as, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, 
| Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. 
| Williams, Worthington, Yell—120. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE moved to amend the bill so as to 
make the lowest denomination of Treasury notes fifty dol- 
lars, instead of one hundred. 

Mr. LEGARE hoped the gentleman would consent to 
modify his amendment by inserting $25 instead of $50. 
He stated a case of hardship which had occurred in Ala- 
bama, in support of the suggestion. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, protested against the amend- 
ment, and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE said that if we were to have a Government 
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paper currency, he was for bringing down the denomina- 
tions of thé notes not only to $50, but at once to $5 and to 
$1. Let the laborer have the benefit, if there was any, as 
well as the capitalist and the aristocrat ; he hoped the demo- 
crats of the “ democracy of numbers” would unite with him 
in giving the advantage of this new money to the ‘‘bone 
and sinew” of the country. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected to making the denomi- 
nation less than $100. He protested against making the 
credit of the Government a currency. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY adverted to the law which enabled 
a poor man to enter a tract of forty acres of land ; the price 
of which was just $50. He urged the hardship of de- 
priving such a settler of the benefit of paying for his land 
in Government currency, and compelling him to pay down 
the gold and silver under the specie circular, while the 
wealthy speculator could pay in Treasury notes. If the gen- 
tleman from New York would come to the West and ad- 
vance such a doctrine, he would soon have such convincing 
arguments applied to him as would quickly work a change 
of opinion in him on this point. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE modified his amendment so as to 
insert $25, instead of $100, as the lowest amount of any 
Treasury note. ° 

This amendment was rejected by yeas and nays: Yeas 
88, nays 130, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Beirne, Bond, Boon, Briggs, Bynum, 
J. Calhoon, John Campbell, William B. Carter, Casey, 
Chambers, Chapman, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, 
Craig, Crockett, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, 
Isaac Fletcher, J. Garland, R. Garland, Gholson, Glas- 
cock, Goode, James Graham, Wm. Graham, Grantland, 
Graves, Halsted, Harper, Hawkins, Henry, Herod, R. 
M. T. Hunter, H. Johnson, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, 
Lawler, Legare, Lewis, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Lyon, 
Mallory, Martin, May, McKim, McKennan, Menefee, 
Montgomery, ©. Morris, Murray, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 


Pickens, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Ridgway, Rives, | Prentiss, Reed, Sawyer, 
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Andrews, Beirne, Bond, Boon, Boeldia,. Briggs, Bronson, 


Bruyn Bynum, John Calhoon, J. Campbell, W. B. 
Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Connor, 
Corwin, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Davee, De- 
berry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, 
Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Goode, Jas. Graham, Wil- 
liam Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Grennell, 
Griffin, Haley, Halsted, Hammond, Harlan, Harrison, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, 
Hoffman, Holt, R. M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Jabez Jack- 
son Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, William C. John- 
son, Kilgore, Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, 
A. W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, S. Mason, Martin, 
Abra. McClellan, McKim, McKennan, Menefee, Miller, 
Montgomery, Morgan, C. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, 
Noyes, Ogle, Palmer, Parmenter, Patterson, Pickens, Pope, 
Potter, Pratt, Rariden, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, 
Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, A. H. Shep- 
perd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stone, Taliaferro, Titus, 
Towns, Underwood, Vail, Webster, A. S. White, John 
White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Wise, Yell—140. 

Nars—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Atherton, Ay- 
crigg, Beatty, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Borden, Brod- 
head, Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Cilley, 
Coles, Cranston, Curtis, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Everett, Farrington, R. Fletcher, 
Foster, Fry, Gallup, Hawes, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, N. Jones, 
John W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Logan, A. 
Loomis, James M. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, 
R. McClellan, McClure, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, S. W. 
Morris, Navlor, Noble, Owens, Parker, Paynter, Pearce, 
Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, Potts, 
Sergeant, Sheffer, Stewart, 


Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shep- Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Toucey, ‘Turney, Vanderveer, 


ard, Shields, Sibley, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stanly, Stone, Taliaferro, Underwom!, A. S. White, John 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Yell—ss. 
Nars—Moessrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. 
W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beat- 
ty, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Chaney, Cilley, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cranston, Curtis, Cush- 
ing Cushman, Darlington, Dawson, Davee, Davies, De- 
Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Everett, Farrington, 


Fairfield, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Grant, | 
Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hastings, Hawes, | 


Haynes, Hoffman, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. Jack- 
son, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, Klingen- 


smith, Leadbetter, Logan, A. Loomis, Mgrvin, J. M. Ma- | 
son, 8. Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, R. McClellan, | 


A. McClellan, McClure, Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Moore, 
Morgan, 8S. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, 


Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, | 
Petrikin, Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Reily, Sawyer, Ser- | 


geant, Sheffer, Sheplor, Slade, Stewart, Stratton, Taylor, 
Thomas, Thompson, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, 
Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, 


J. W. Williams, C. H. Williams, Worthington, and | 


Yorke—131. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE then moved to insert $50, in place 
of $100, as the lowest amount. 

The yeas and nays being taken upon this motion of Mr. 
8. stood as follows: Yeas 140, nays 81, viz: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, J. W. Alien, Anderson, 





Wagener, Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Worthington, Yorke—81. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MERCER, moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out the word “ten,” before ‘* millions,” and in- 
serting ‘* seven ;”’ so as to make the issue of Treasury notes 
seven millions. 

The motion was negatived by yeas and nays: Yeas 101, 
nays 120, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, 
Wm. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Carter, Cham- 
bers, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Cur- 
tis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dunn, Elmore, Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, Richard 
Fletcher, Goode, James Graham, Wim. Graham, Graves, 
Grennell, Griffin, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Henry, Herod, Robert M. ‘T. Hunter, Jenifer, 
Henry Johnson, Wm. Cost Johnson, Linculn, Andrew 
W. Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, 
Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Calvary 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, 
Phillips, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, 
Snyder, Southgate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Underwood, Albert S, White, John White, 
| Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 

Joseph L. Willams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and 

Yorke—101. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Brodhead, Bron- 
son, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Timothy 
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J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farring- 
ton, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, loster, Fry, Gallup, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. 
H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kem- 
ble, Kilgore, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Arphax- 
ed Loomis, Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, Rober: Me- 
Clellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muh- 
lenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Par- 
menter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, 
Sheplor, Smith, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Worthington, and Yell—120. 

Mr. LEGARE moved to amend the bill, so as to reduce 
the maximum of interest upon the Treasury notes from six 
per cent. to two per cent. 

This motion was negatived by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: 

Yras—Messrs. John W. Allen, Boon, Bouldin, Bruyn, 
John Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, Chaney, Chapman, 
Childs, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dawson, Da- 
vee, Dennis, Duncan, Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Richard 


Gholson, Glascock, Goode, James Graham, Wm. Graham, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Hoffman, Hubley, 
Ingham, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wm. 
Cost Johnson, Nath. Jones, Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Lyon, Martin, Montgomery, Mathias Moiris, Cal- 
vary Morris, Muhlenberg, Noble, Ogle, Patterson, Peck, 
Petrikin, Phillips, Pickens, Pope, Rhett, Richardson, 
Ridgway, Rives, Sawyer, Sheffer, August. H. Shepperd, 
Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Sibley, Smith, Stuart, Stone, 
Thompson, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Wagener, Web- 
ster, Weeks, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, ‘Thomas T.. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Wise, and Yell—99. 


derson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 


Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Wm. B. Cal- | 


houn, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Casey, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Clark, Coles, Corwin, Cranston, Cushman, 
Darlington, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Ed- 
wards, Everett, Farrington, Fairfield, Fillmore, Foster, 
Fry, Gallup, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, Haley, 
Halsted, Harrison, Henry, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Wm. H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Jabez Jackson, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lincoln, Logan, A. W. Loomis, Mallory, 


Marvin, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, Max- | 


well, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 


McClure, McKim, MeKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milli- | 


gan, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, 
Naylor, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Pearce, Pennybacker, Plumer, Potts, Potter, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Rariden, Reed, Reily, Rencher, Rumsey, Rus- 
sell, Sergeant, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Spen- 
cer, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, T'aylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Troucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Albert S. White, Jared W. 
Williams, C. H. Williams, Worthington, and Yorke—127. 

Mr. RHETT offered an amendment combining one for- 
merly offered by him, and rejected with another on which 


Mr. R. thereupon moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committe of Ways and Means, with instructions to report 
a bill in conformity with the amendments he had propose; 
bat the motion was rejected without a count. 

The question then recurring on agreeing with the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Unijun in the whole 
amendments to the bill as amended, (being a substitution 
of the House bill, as amended by Mr. Souraeate’s mo- 
tion, for the Senate’s bill,) it was decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows: Yeas 123, nays 99. 

The question being then on ordering the bill to a third 
reading, it was decided by yeas and nays, as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Borden, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, John 
Calhoon, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Timothy J. Car- 
ter, Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De 
Graff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fair- 
field, Foster, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, 
Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammoni, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hoh, How- 
ard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, A. 


| Loomis, Lyon, J. M. Mason, Martin, Maxwell, McKay, 


Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, S. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 


| Murray, Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- 
Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, James Garland, Rice Garland, | 


ter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plummer, 
Pope, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Spencer, 
Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. ‘I’. 
Whittlesey, Jered W. Williams, Worthington, Yell.— 127 

Nars—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, J. 


| W. Allen, Ayerigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, W. B 


| Griffin, 


| Calhoun, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chea- 


tham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 


| ing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, 


Elmore, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, 
Goode, James Graham, W. Graham, Graves, Grennell, 
Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 


| Herod, Hoffman, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, W. C. John- 
Naxs—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, An- | 


son, Lewis, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 


| S. Mason, Maury, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, 
| M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, 





Peck, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robert- 
son, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shep- 


| perd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, South- 


gate, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, 
Underwood, Albert S. White, J. White, E. Whittlesey, 
L. Williams, 8. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Yorke—98. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill was thereupon read a third time and passed. 

The House adjourned at half past 8 o’clock. 





Tvurspay, Ocr. 10. 
MEXICO, TEXAS, &c. 


After the presentation of sundry petitions (including sev- 
eral from Alabama) for the establishment of a national 
bank, 

The House proceeded to the unfinished business of yes- 
terday morning, which was the consideration of the reso- 
lution of Mr. Exmorg, of South Carolina, to print ten 
thousand extra copies of certain documents lately communi- 
cated to the House by the President of the United States, 
relating to negotiations with Mexico concerning a cession 


the House had not passed ; but it was pronounced out of ' of territory, together with the amendment proposed by M: 


order. 
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Avams, which was to strike out the particularization, and 
leave the order general, so as to include the whole series of 
rs concerning our relations with Mexico. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY inquired whether it would be in 
order to divide the question, so as to exclude the reprinting 
of what had been before printed ? 

After explanations by Mr. ADAMS and Mr. ELMORE, 
Mr. W. perceiving that he had misapprehended the effect 
of the proposition, withdrew his proposition for a division. 

Mr. ELMORE said, that from the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Warrrtesey,] as well as those 
made yesterday by the gentleman from Massachusetts, he 
perceived that an impression had been made that the por- 
tion of the eorrespondence of which he desired an extra 
number to be printed had been selected by himself. Such 
was not the fact. The selections were made in the ffice 
of the Secretary of State, and all he asked was, that they 
should be printed precisely as they had been sent to the 
House. The House had received, and had ordered to be 
printed, two distinct sets of documents—one contained 
the correspondence of this Government with the minister of 
Texas, touching the annexation of Texas to this Union: 
10,000 copies of this are ordered to be printed. The other 
was the correspondence of this Government with that of 
Mexico, touching the boundary line between Mexico and 
the United States; and also touching the purchase of ‘Tex - 
as, then a part of the Mexican territory. Now Mr. E. did 
not desire the printing of ar, additional number of that por- 
tion of the correspondence which related to the true boun- 
dary line, fixed by treaty with Spain in 1819, and the trea- 
ties both in relation to running that line, and also respect- 
ing commerce between the two countries; which subjects 
were kept entirely distinet, both parties agreeing to consid- 
er them separately, and make them the subject of dis- 
tinct negotiations. ‘These constituted nine-tenths of the 
whole mass of documents, and had nothing whatever to do 
with the annexation of Texas to the Union. He had 
wished to exclude this portion of the correspondence from 
his motion, from no motive connected with the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, but because its reprint would be a 
useless expense, would make the docament massive and 
less fit for circulation, and would occasion delay in the 
printing. If it was true that the South, the North, and 
the West were to look upon the Texian question as one 
which, in fact, and as declared by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, involved the continuance of this Union, 
he was desirous that they should be furnished with all the 
necessary information in relation to the subject contained 
in the papers he had indicated in his motion, and that as 
speedily as practicable. If the gentleman from Masschu- 
setts, however, thought the printing of the whole impor- 
tant, Mr. E. had no earthly objections to it, except those he 
had expressed from the first; but he would readily yield 
even those objections to the desire expressed by gentlemen 
to print the whole. He would only repeat, that all which 
bore on the question of annexation was contained in papers 
named in the resolution. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had said something 
of a part of the correspondence being suppressed. He 
(Mr. E.) can only say that the suppression has been made 
elsewhere, if the gentleman is right. And if the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts desires or expects to have the 
suppressed portions spread before the public, he must get 
them into the possession of the House by another call, be- 
fore this House can have them printed. An order to print 
what we have not is a nullity. 

Mr. ADAMS said that the observations of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina had not removed bis objections 
to the printing of garbled extracts from the documents re- 
ferred to. ‘The gentleman said he had not himself made 
these selections; but as Mr. A. understood the matter, the 
gentleman, in his motion to print, excluded just so much of 


| 
| 
| 


| ried off to the printers. 


the entire correspondence as suited his own purpose. Of 
these extracts he desired to send out to the country ten 
thousand extra copies, and to exclude the residue. The 
gentleman would have nothing published which related to 
the question of boundary, because this had nothing to do 
with the question of the annexation of Texas. But it had 
to do with it—much to do with it; so much, that the prop- 
osition for the purchase never could have been properly 
made to the Government of Mexico, had there been no 
open question of boundary between the two Governments. 
It was that very question which gave rise to the question 
of annexation, and which alone could authorize it. The 
question of boundary ran through all our intercourse with 
the Government of Mexico, from the moment in which it 
was first agitated until this day. It entered into our trea- 
ties with that Government. We were bound by treaty to 
appoint commissioners to run the line, (said Mr. A.) but 
we have not done it, Bills, indeed, had been introduced 
into Congress for that purpose, and had gone to their se- 
cond reading, but there had arisen this agitation about the 
annexation of Texas, and the boundary after that could 
never be settled. ‘This fact showed the close connexion 
between the correspondence touching our treaties about 
boundary, and that of the question of annexation. 

One of the matters of reproach against us, on the part of 
the Mexican Government, was our violation of faith in 
regard to the boundary question. And why had we not 


| complied with our solemn engagement to appoint commis- 


sioners to run the boundary line? What prevented? No- 
thing but that spirit which had taken possessfun of a cer- 
tain portion of our population, that sudden and violent im- 


| pulse, which drove them on to get possession of the whole 


territory, at any expense, per fas aut nefas, by treaty, by 


| invasion, by any thing that would effect the purpose. 


(The Sezaxen here interposed, and reminded Mr. A. that 
his remarks were taking too wide a range. The question 
was siniply on the printing.] Mr. Apams said that the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Exmorr] had taken 
a similar range in his remarks. (‘The Cain said that the 
remarks of the gentleman from South Carolina had had 
reference to the printing. ‘There would be no end to the 
debate, if it were once suffered to extend to the merits of 
the Texian question and our relations with Mexico. ] 
What, (said Mr. Anams,) am I not, then, to be permitted 
to show that the argument of the gentleman from South 
Carolina totally fails him? (‘The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts (said the Speaxen) cannot now discuss the pro- 
priety or impropriety of fixing the boundary between Mex- 
ico and the United States, or of the annexation of Texas. ] 
Well, (continued Mr. Anams,) I say, then, that the gen- 
tleman is totally mistaken in supposing that the corres- 
pondence touching the boundary has nothing to do with 
that of annexation. It has just as much to do with it as 
the other portion of the correspondence. I hope, if there 
is to be any extra printing in the case at all, we shall print 
the whole. I care not how thany copies you order. I am 
willing that a hundred thousand should be printed, or as 
many more as the gentleman desires; but let justice be 
done to all sides, by printing the whole. 
The geutleman suggests a further call. 
to make a further call ‘The call, thus fur, bas been im- 
perfectly answered. J do propose a further call; for, as 
far as I know, the most important part of the correspond- 
ence may have been withheld—suppressed. The gentle- 
man from South Carolina has the advantage of me; [ have 
not seen these returns. ‘The momeni they came into the 
House, they were laid on the table, and immediately hur- 
I have not been to the printer’s 


I propose, SIT, 


| office to ransack them, and to see what portion will suit 


| me. He states the contents of these documents. I cer- 
tainly have entire confidence in any statement that gentle- 
man mav make; but still T had rather have the advantage 
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of looking at the papers for myself, and forming my own 
judgment, especially when he has an interested object in 
making his statement. I trust the amendment will be 
adopted, and that we shall get the whole correspondence, 
aud not partial extracts. 

Mr. OWENS said it was very evident that the object of 
the gentleman from South Carolina was not to garble the 
correspondence, or to suppress any thing which had rela- 
tion to the annexation of Texas to the Union. All he 
wished was to separate this from the voluminous matter in 
which it lay. ‘To obviate all objections, he would propose 
to the gentleman to modify his call, by adding words to this 
effect: ‘* Together with any other matter relating to the 
annexation of ‘Texas which may be embraced in this cor- 
respondence.” 

Mr. ELMORE accepted this addition as a modification 
of his original motion. 

Mr. HOWARD (chairman of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations) said that he should not have partaken 


in this debate, but with a view to the correction of an | 


error, no doubt unintentional, on the part of the gentle- 


foreign affairs, was of consequence. Mr. H. begged that 
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should not oppose it; he would vote for the printing of a 
hundred thousand copies if gentlemen desired it. 

Mr. BIDDLE said he had heard nothing to warrant a 
departure in this case from the obvious rules of justice ani 
good faith. It would seem as if the object were to enable 
gentlemen to print and circulate, at the public expence, 
certain extracts from public documents to form an argu 
mentum ad hominem against the gentleman from Massa. 
chusetts ; at least with a view to shake his influence wit) 
the country on this question, by alleging that on som: 
former occasion he may have adverted to the possibility o! 
annexing ‘Texas to this country. 

Mr. B. was far from believing that the honorable gentle 
man from South Carolina had in view to misrepresent or 
to create a false impression. But he would not trust the 
opinion of any one whose feelings were plainly enlisted, to 
say, in presenting what favored his own views, that there 
remained nothing behind to explain or to qualify. It was 
impossible for any one safely to make such a general aver 
ment. You must see the whole letter—its full scope and 


| drift, in order to ascertain the circumstances under which 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Avams,]} as every thing | 
which fell from that gentleman, on the subject especially of | 


gentleman to reflect, and see whether he had not forgotten | 


a provision of law, when he asserted that no steps had 
been taken on the part of the United States towards run- 
ning the Mexican boundary line. [Mr. Apams disclaim- 
ed having said that no steps had been taken.] Mr. H. 
said he only*desired ta state that commissioners had been 
appointed according to treaty, and that, if the line had not 
been run, the fault lay with Mexico, and not with this 
Government. As to the printing, he was a good deal at a 
loss; for he had not read the documents, and did not there- 
fore know whether they embraced all that was desirable or 
not; or what it was that the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina desired to exclude. He was completely in the dark 
on that matter; but, being compelled to vote, he should, 


| syth. 


it was written, and the purpose it had in view, perhups to 
operate on the hopes and fears of aforeign Power. A very 
striking illustration of the facility with which a passage 
thus introduced for a special purpose may be taken from 
the context, and convey an impression the reverse of whut 
was intended, may be found in the letter just laid on ow 
tables from Mr. Hunt, the Texian minister, to Mr. For- 
I allude to the passage in which he hints broadly 
at the sympathy with which the ‘‘ crowned heads” of Eng- 


| land and France regarded the Texian revolution. 


[The Sreaken here interposed to say it was out of or- 


| der, at this time, to discuss the merits of the question. M: 


B. said he had no such purpose. His object was merely 
to illustrate, by reference to a particular case, how easy it 
was, by taking up a particular passage, and viewing 1! 


| apart from the context, to reverse the real purpose of th: 


| writer. 


on the whole, rather vote to print the whole correspon- | 
dence, as requested by the gentleman from Massachu- | 


selts. 

He would, however, observe that this motion of the 
gentleman from South Carolina was not, in his opinion, 
calculated to subserve the interests of the cause to which 
that gentleman was attached. T’he object was stated to be 


United States, in order that they might form their opinion 


The Speaker persisted in the call to order. | 

Mr. B. contended that the matter was of no great mo 
ment, as it only enforced what must be admitted to be 
true. Every one brought from the courts an invincib!: 


| repugnance to this taking up of detached passages, and it 
| equally violated the popular sense of justice. 


Mr. B. said it had been remarked that if the gentleman 


| from Massachusetts felt aggrieved, he might hereafter 
to spread useful information before the people of the | 


on the Texian question, more especially within the next | 


two months, previous to coming up at the regular session 
of Congress. ‘The proposed publication was, in fact, in- 
tended as a virtual appeal to the people of the United States 
from the decision of the President. Iu that view he was 
not disposed to oppose it, though he thought the question 
was to be pressed prematurely—for he was satisfied there 
could be but one result from such an appeal, and that re- 
sult would be of a character inauspicious to the genile- 
man’s wishes. This House (said Mr. H.) is divided into 
three parts upon the Texian question. [Here the Cuain 
again interposed, the debate transcending the limit of the 
mere question of printing.} Mr. H. said that all those who 
were friends to the annexation of Texas should consider 
well before they carried the appeal now contemplated to 
the people. They should consider whether they would 
not, as he believed they would, thereby place the admin- 
istration on impregnable ground. So viewing the matter 
himself, he thought this appeal to the people injudicious 
on the part of the mover, nor would it result in the way 
gentlemen hoped and expected. Mr. H. said he had made 
up as yet no definite opinion on the ‘Texian question. 
Neither, he believed, had this House or the nation; and 
he should be sorry if the question should be presented pre- 
maturely to the people. As to the printing, however, he 


| 
| 


move to print the entire documents. In other words, the 
accused was to be subjected to the very inconvenience 
from which the accuser sought to.escape. What is thi 
avowed object of circulating these papers in the proposed 
form? ‘That they may be portable and pass rapidly over 
the country. ‘They may be made the subjects of pungen' 
newspaper paragraphs, and of placards which he who runs 
may read. And the accused is to come halting behind 
with a book to ask a patient hearing from those whos¢ 
minds are preoceupied, and who have no relish for tedious 
explanations. It might as well be said that there was no 
harm in casting poison into a spring by the wayside, 
cause there are tests in the chemist’s shops by which it 
presence may be detected. -There were so many modes in 
which partial, one-sided views of a subject could be circu 
lated, that he was anxious, in the deliberate action of the 
House, to see even the forms of justice held in reverence: 
Mr. PICKENS said he could not refuse his admiration 
to the generous sympathy manifested by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania who had just taken his seat [Mr. Bin- 
nut] for his distinguished friend from Massachusetts, {M1 
Avams.] We were told from high authority that ‘chai 
ity covereth a multitude of sins;” but if the gentleman 
relied on this to cover all the inconsistencies, real or sup- 
posed, of the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts * 


| (Here the Sazaker interposed.) Mr. Pickens then said, 


his friend from South Carolina had not made these ‘ey 











it 
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tracts ;” he had taken them in the shape in which they 
came to the House from the State Department. He had 


made no interpolations or curtailments: all he wanted was | 
that the information sought should go extensively into the | 
possession of the American public. He had accepted the | 


modification proposed by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. | no objection to the adoption of Mr. Avams’s amendment ; 


Owrns,] and thus met any reasonable objection which 
could be urged by the gentleman from Massachusetts. If 


there was any one question in regard to which the public | 
were deeply interested, it was this. The argument of the | 


gentleman from Pennsylvania was out of place. His col- 
league had no mean, narrow, miserable design of making 
an issue ad hominem before the public. No: he had 


higher, nobler objects in view. His call looked to those | 


great and weighty questions which were agitating the 
whole country, and which must ultimately come before the 
House for decision. Was it wrong to desire that the peo- 
ple should be fully informed in regard to them? and that 
the deep sentiment entertained by freemen on such a sub- 
ject should come back in all its power, and act on their re- 
presentatives on that floor? These were the objects of his 
colleague; and it appeared to him that, in its amended 
form, there ought not to be the slightest objection to this 
resolution. 

Mr. ADAMS said, the gentleman from South Carolina 
thinks the amendment moved by the gentleman ftom Geor- 
gia (Mr. Owens] is identical with mine, and proposes to 
me to accept it. This circumstance furnishes such an ex- 
ample of the discriminative powers of the gentleman from 


South Carolina, that it is an additional warning to me to | 


adhere to my own amendment. He imputes to me the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. I must dis- 
claim it. 


Mr. SLADE said he was unable to discover any ade- 


quate, or at-least any justifiable motive on the part of the | 


gentleman from South Carolina in desiring to discriminate 


in this motion to print a particular part of this correspond- | 


ence from the residue. ‘The answer of the President cor- 


responded to the call of the House. ‘The House had al- | 


ready ordered the printing of 10,000 copies of the commu- 


nication. What good motive could there now be in reprint- 
ing only a part of it? Why did gentlemen, after calling 


on the Executive for certain information, desire to with- 


hold a part of it from the people? If there was a good rea- 
son fur the call, why was not the whole answer to be pub- | 
lished? Mr. 8. was compelled to conclude that there must 
be seme special reason for so extraordinary a course. It 
was said that the modification suggested by the gentleman 
from Georgia, and accepted by the mover, included all that 
related to the T’exian question, and what more did gentle- 
men want? True; but who was to determine what por- 
tions of this correspondence did relate to the question ? 
The Clerk of the House? Mr. 8. would not trust that se- 
lection with him. Was a committee to be appointed to do | 
itt That course would be very unusual. There must be | 
some motive for the pertinacity manifested in this matter 
which did not meet the eye. It might be personal towards 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr Avams;] if so, 
Mr. 8. would stand by him and fight for him to the last. 
The whole correspondence, for what he could tell, might 
relate to the annexation question. He knew nothing about 
This he knew: the whole correspondence, embracing 
the questions of boundary, of treaty, and of annexation, 
were all contemporaneous; and he could not tell how they 
might be interlocked together. He asked gentlemen to 
consider how the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
stood in relation to this matter; and to gratify his wishes 
by giving a view of the whole case. Were gentlemen de- 
sirous of sending to the people two distinct versions of the 
subject? Was this to be done for the pitiful saving of the 
money it would cost to print a few more pages? Was one 


it. 
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another to get only a part? If there was a good reason for 
printing the first 10,000 copies, there was equal reason for 
printing the second. 

Mr. BRIGGS reminded the House that the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Etmonr] had said that he had 


and, if so, why all this waste of discussion? He hoped the 
gentleman would accept it as a modification. 

Mr. ELMORE accepted the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had risen to ask his colleague 
to accept the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and print all the papers. He had not read them him- 
self. There was no man in whose judgment or fairness he 
would more confide to make the selection than his friend 
and colleague. But it was enough for him that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, whose consistency and feelings 
were involved, desired the whole to be published. He 
would not, under such circumstances, refuse to print any 
thing which he (Mr. Apams) thought necessary to his de- 
fence, however voluminous the matter might be. Nay, 
more, he would not that the slightest suspicion of trick 
should attach to his colleague, nor any other friend of 
Texas. No: he would have more respect for the opinion of 
any one member of Congress, even although that one mem- 
ber should be the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Stave, } 
and that is surely stating a strong case. 

Mr. T. was not a little surprised to hear the gentleman 
from Maryland object that it was appealing from the Pres- 
| ident to the people. Mr. T. had seen so many strange 
things of late, as almost to have attained the ni/ admirari, 
in politics at least. But it did sound strangely in hi ear 
to hear a leader of the great democratic republican party 
object to am appeal from the Executive upon a great ques- 
tion to the democracy itself. It was still more strange, 
coming from a friend of ‘ the illustrious chief,”’ who daily 
| made such appeals from Congress to the people: one good 
turn deserves another. It was now our turn to appeal from 
the President to the people. 

The question was then taken upon the resolution, and 
it was agreed to without a division. 


EXPRESS MAIL POSTAGE. 


The joint resolution from the Senate requiring postages 
to be paid in advance on all letters sent by the express mail, 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to the form in which the measure 
came to the House, contending that it ought, regularly, to 
be the subject of a bill, and not of a joint resolution. It 
was a matter of legislation, and laws were to be enacted in 
the form of bills and not of joint resolutions. 

Mr. BIDDLE said he would like to hear a satisfactory 
reason for the passage of this joint resolution. There had 
been no report on the subject from the Postmaster General, 
who, on the contrary, had expressly stated, in his report to 
Congress, that there was no need of any legislation in his 
Department. ‘There would be a great deal of inconvenience 
in carrying the resolution into effect; and it would be at- 
tended with very vexatious results. It would not be in- 
stantly known to be the law, and meantime great e:bar- 
rassinents would arise. And it would familiarize the post 
officers with the detention of letters and prying into them, 
in order to ascertain from whom they came. Unless there 
were good and satisfactory reasons given for the adoption 
of this resolution, he really hoped it would not be passed. 

Mr. BRIGGS answered some of these objections. The 
letters, if dropped in, not paid, and marked express mail, 
would of course be forwarded by the common mail. There 
could be no such detention as had been alluded to. ‘The 
resolution, if adopted, would save a great many dollars in 
the payment of letter postage by persons not at all inter- 
ested in what they pay for. Members of Congress, par 


— SL mi 


of Mr. 8’s neighbors to get the whole correspondence, and - ticularly, suffered by the preeent state of things. Not many 
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days ago a Senator had told him that his daily postage by 
express mail was often larger in amount than his per diem 


ay. 
" Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved to refer 
the joint resolution to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

The SPEAKER remarked that, by a rule of the House, 
all action by any other committees than those of the Judi- 
ciary, the Ways and Means, and Elections, had been sus- 
pended for the present session. 

Mr. CONNOR alluded to some of the troubles at pres- 
ent experienced by the mistake of people as to the exten- 
sion of the franking privilege to letters by express mail, 
&c. He thought the revenue arising to the Department 
would be benefited, rather than impaired, by the adoption 
of this resolution. 

Mr. PHILLIPS hoped the subject would not be acted 
upon without due investigation. ‘The adoption of the res- 
olution would produce great embarrassment in the business 
arrangements of mercantile men, as to the opening of post- 
age accounts in certain cases. If there was any necessity 
for acting on the subject at the present session, he thought 
it should be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, even if the rule alluded to should be sus- 
pended, to permit such a reference. If not, Mr. P. was 
in favor of laying the resolution on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, modified his mo- 
tion so as to propose a reference of the bill to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. CUSHING alluded to yet another practical difficul- 
ty in the proposed scheme. It happened frequently that the 


be impossible to pay the postage of letters, forthe want of 


clerks’ attendance at such hours. The object of the express | 


mail was expedition, and this object would be defeated by 
the resolution ; and the revenue accruing from the express 
mail would be materially diminished. 

Mr. BRIGGS was opposed to the reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. if refered at all, he hoped the rule 
would be suspended, and the reference be made to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Wi.traMs’s motion to commit it was lost. 

Mr. GRENNELL said the House was legislating with- 
out that sort of information on the subject which should be 
the basis of all legislation. No petition had come up from 
the people on the subject, nor any communication from the 
public officers. The House was legislating for itself; the 


principal argument in favor of the resolution under debate | 


being the imposition of triple postage on letters received 
occasionally by members of Congress. The express mail 
had not been long enough established to have fair play, 
and be fully understood. It had better be tested yet fur- 
ther. 

Mr G. objected tothe arguments in support of the reso- 
lution. He thought the troubles that would arise from its 
adoption were more than enough to counterbalance those 
springing from the present state of things. ‘There was no 
called for in relation to it. Mr. G. moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the joint resolution until the first 
Monday in December next. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that there was not now time 
to go off upon other subjects than those pertaining to the 
financial concerns of the country. He therefore demanded 
the previous question. 

This motion was seconded by a vote of 88 to 53, and the 
main question [on ordering the bill to a third reading] 
was carried without a division; and the joint resolution 
being then read a third time, was passed, and returned tu 
the Senate. 

j Mr. CAMBRELENG now moved for the orders of the 
ay, 
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And the House went into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Smura, of Maine, in the 
chair, 

Me PICKENS moved to take up, first, the Senate bill, 
for imposing additional duties as depositaries, in certain 
cases, on public officers. 

Mr. LEGARE strongly objected to taking up this bill in 
preference to other bills on the table, as being likely to ob- 
struct and impede the transaction of business which it was 
necessary for the House at once to act upon. 

‘The House divided upon Mr. Pickens’s motion, which 
was carried, 100 votes tu 80. 

The bill was then read through. 

Mr. PICKENS rose and said, that notwithstanding he 
labored under painful indisposition, yet he felt bound to 
present his views upon the interesting and absorbing ques- 
tions connected with the bill on the table: but he could as- 
sure the committee that he would economize its time as 
much as possible. 

Sir, (said Mr. P.,) we have heard much declamation 
upon the distresses and embarrassinents that pervade large 
classes of our community, and I confess I nave heard these 
complaints with the deepest and most profound emotions of 
sympathy. I trust I have feltas an American ought 
feel on such an occasion, A stranger, unacquainted with 
our peculiar form of Government, might be led to believe, 
on hearing the cries for relief that have come up to us from 


| all quarters of this land, that we bad nothing to do but to 
| speak and to proclaim peace, prosperity, and contentment, 


| to an excited and divided community; but, sir, I am in- 
express mail started at unseasonable hours, when it would | 


duced to believe that that Government is the freest which is 
the farthest removed from those individual pursuits, and 
those individual occupations, that belong either to sections 
or to classes ; and that the less we interfere with those con- 
cerns, the more contented and the more prusperous will 
the people be. 

IT have also been induced to believe that it is one of the 
peculiar features of the federal constitution, tiat this 


| Government was formed principally to conduct our for- 


eign intercourse with the nations of the earth, and to pre- 
pare us to defend ourselves fiom foreign invasion, and to 
resist foreign aggression ; and that local interests aud local 
pursuits, whether connected with commerce, manufactures, 
or agriculture, were almost entirely left to those territorial 
divisions over which separate and independent Governments 
hold their sway. I protest against this modern doctrine, 
which has been introduced so extensively into this country 


| within the last fifteen years, and which teaches classes and 


sections of this community to luok up to the bounties and 
favors of this Government with more eagerness and anxiety 
than do the farmers of our land, under a burning noonday 
sun, look for the coming shower to bless and refresh their 
parched and withering fields of grain. Th» consequence 
of all this is to introduce that servile dependence upon this 
Government which is utterly at war with the nature of our 
Sir, I feel for the 
distresses of my country, and I trust I shall ever fee! as | 
ought; but there are constitutional limitations to this Gov- 
erninent that-forbid the idea of carrying out those sympa- 
thies which, though they ever belong perhaps to gener- 
ous natures, yet, if habitually put into practice, produce as 
much injustice and pressure, and not unfrequently more, 
than they ever avoid. Any other doctrine would substi- 
tute our poor and frail judgments in place of that interest 
and instinct which belong to every individual in society, 
and prompt him to pursue whatever is best aud most suit- 
able fur his happiness and prosperity. Bu’ let the Govern- 
ment attempt with one hand to dispense favor and bounty, 
and the inevitable con-equence is, that the other will be 
stretched out but to be felt in its pressure and the burden it 
imposes, Such reckless and miserable policy as this would 
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convert the Government into one great insurance office for | but the bills, checks, and other substitutes fur money which 
all those who chose to engage in the mad and giddy ca- | these banks brought into circulation This produced a 
reer of speculation and extravagance, instead of waiting the | bloated system of credit, which, with the apparent prosper- 
slow but certain rewards of honest industry. Government | ity of the times, seemed to expand and place unbounded 
has no magic power by which to create wealth or to bestow | means within the grasp of almost every individual member 
its bounty upon one class or one section, unless at the ex- | of society. He scemed to breathe a new atmosphere, and 
pense of others. gaze alone upon the splendid fortune that glittered before 
Mr. Chairman, I am not disposed to trespass upon the | his excited imagination. 
attention of this committee, by discussing minutely those This system has one remarkably peculiar feature. It 
abstruse questions connected with currency and trade. I | grows up, is fostered and nourished under free institutions. 
too well understand the sagacity of this committee, and its | But there is another remarkable principle in it, that, after 
| 



















profound common sense, to detain them long upon those | it has spread itself into all the ramifications of society, then, 
subjects. I know well, sir, that for a man to discourse | sir, those who depend upon it, and are deeply identified 
here upon currency, trade, and commerce, at least if he ex- | with it, (although at first springing up under free institu- 
pects to command the attention of this body, he must have | tions, ) soon become disposed to lean, for aid and support, 





































, a high character for experience, and be blessed also with a | upon any Government, no matter how despotic, rather 
good old age. Yes, if he expects to entertain this House | than run the risk of a shock by reform or revolution. 
; upon those abstruse questions, he must first put on the | ‘he slightest irregular movement of the Government 
**powdered wig” and ‘fair top boots,” and place himself | must necessarily produce an electric shock in this delicate 
on the ‘*tripod,” and talk about trade and commerce be- | and vital credit system, which would be felt, and extend 
, yond the waters, and in another hemisphere, thirty or forty | from the centre to the circumference of all society. It can 
; years ago. Such a man would be listened to as a sage, | only live under a free Government, as far removed from it 
, particularly if he stepped forth as the advocate of some | as possible; and, if it be once brought into contact with a 
peculiar theory, or if he ascribed the pravailing embarrass- | lawless Government, it must either fall all together, or lean 
: ments to some fureign or remote cause, or declared them to } upon that Government for protection and support, and be- 
h be owing to causes beyond our control; to something that } come intimately identified with it. Now, [ain about to re 
’ operated deeply upon the community, which they could fer to something which belongs to the history of this ques- 
2 neither foresee nor avert! If one were to proclaim the doc- | tion, and which has happened within the last four or five 
6 trine that our suffering and ruin have sprung from over- | years. ‘To my mind, it is an example not to be disregard- 
y speculation, over-trading, or extravagance, or a combina- | ed, but presents a lesson of profound wisdom, which no 
: tion of them all ; or if he were to say that many a man had | one can reflect upon without profit. ‘The war made upon 
8 been brought to bankruptcy and poverty by dashing forth | the Bank of the United States, and the seizure of the pub- 
d in a coach and four, with splended damask curtains, brus- | lic deposites—a seizure without law—caused local institu- 
: sels carpets, and broad mirrors, upon a capital in reality | tions to spring up like mushrooms, under the fostering care 
” of but three hundred dollars, with a credit of thirty thou- | of an all-powerful hand here, dispensing distinction and 4 
It sand dollars, he would advance such sentiments but to call | patronage and wealth, until all society became, as it were, % 
down upon his head the denunciations of the wise in this | dependent upon his will and movements. Let no mau be i 
6 enlightened age for his folly and his madness! But while | induced to create the same state of things again, when a ; 
” Tam not disposed minutely to touch these intricate points, | bold and daring genius may be tempted to run the same 
i I cannot altogether overlook them without a passing notice. | career, and bring the property and honest industry of 
e The immediate causes, sir, of our distress arise from that | the country under the will and mercy of him who may give 
e peculiar system of credit and currency which has, for the | life and soul to this Federal Government. * 
- last five years, been enlarged so extensively both in Eng- | ‘This conflict produced a tremendous shock, and even ; 
§, land and in this country. In England, during the year | the banking system itself, the local institutions, created for é 
il 1836 alone, no less than two hundred joint-stock banks | the express purpose of sustaining the warfare against that ; 
. were created ; the influence of which was deeply felt, first | evershadowing central institution, have been paralyzed, for 
, in that country, and then in this. Vast facilities were ex- a time at least, under its desolating effects. And here I 
y tended to our capitalists, while, also, they received an ex- | will say, that though I ever believed in the unconstitution- 
id tension of the credit system here, connected with a pecu- | ality of that institution, yet those who made war upon it 
d liar juncture in our affairs during the same period. ‘The | never could have succeeded without raising up powerful 
y Bank of the United States was about to wind up, or was | local antagonist interests. The effect of that war was felt 
y supposed to be about to wind up, itsconcerns. For twenty | from one end of the country to the other, and the conse- ‘i 
J years ha:t that institution held a control over the currency | quence was, that sagacious capitalists in stocks, ready for 
_ and exchanges of the country, and hundreds, I might al- | any result, began to look elsewhere for safe investments ; 
” most say thousands, of other institutions were created in | and hence it was that we find such extensive investments 
: order to supply the demand in the circulating medium | in real estate, to the amount of forty millions of dollars, in 
1 which, it was supposed, would ensue upon the decease | two years alone, in the public lands, besides upwards of 
2 of that bank. We all know, too, (I refer to these things | one hundred millions in other real estate speculations, such 
= as matters of history,) that a war at that time was carrietl | as town and village property, &c. This conflict against 
4 on against that institution; and that, for the purpose of | credit, deeply affecting currency, was anticipated by capi- 
a creating counter interests in society, the deposites of this | talists, who preferred risking the loss of something in the 
. Government were placed in local institutions ; and that these | high prices of real estate, to a probable loss of all. It was 
i. latter, after being made the fiseal agents of this Govern- | at least investing in something beyond total destruction 
a ment, with an immense surplus, were expressly encouraged, from an arbitrary Government. ae 
nay more, enjoined, to enlarge their circulation. This, Sir, when this change began, and the capitalists begat 
‘a connected with the extended credit system in Great Britain, | to contract their credit, the banking institutions of the ; 
Z and the long peace which had engendered confidence, pro- | country also felt it incumbent upon them to contract tco 
: ducing large investments of foreign capital in our stocks, ; And what was the result ? Why, the result was exactly 
ie had the effect of expanding our local currency and credits, | what we now experience. sae 
it and produced @ gigantic system of speculation and enter- Approaching this juncture, viz. in 1836, the deposite 4 
Md prise never witnessed in any age or country before. I do | act was passed, to be carried into effect in 1837. 1 was a 


not allude to the increased amount of mere issues alone ; supporter of that law, sir, but I understood it at that time 
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as I now understand it to be, in the nature of a bill for 
general account and settlement with those institutions 
which ha‘, up to that time, leaned upon, and been sustain 
ed by, the credit and fiscal action of this Government. 
They were therefore compelled by that distribution or de- 
posite act, and particularly in the peculiar manner in which 
it was executed, to come to a general account. Their pa- 
per was necessarily conipelled to be ‘* convertible” paper, 
or they themselves compelled to suspend specie payments. 
This circumstance, connected with our immense foreign 
debt, and the demand thereby produced for specie, or its 
representative, abroad, brought about this result; that is, 
brought us to the present condition of the country; under 
a general suspension of specie payments by the banks. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I will say here, that the great and 
radical difficulty, and, in fact, the primary cause, that pro- 
duced the present state of things, arises from the peculiar 
currency which, in modern times, has so much extended 
itself in Great Britain and in this country, and its peculiar 
capacity for expansion and contraction, in the hands and 
under the control of banks and bankers; and particularly 
from the fact, that there, as here, the system has depended 
upon and been so deeply identified with Government, and 
its financial action, for support and extensive credit. This 
is the real and radical cause which has produced this great 
shock in our modern banking and credit system. 

Sir, under this suspension of specie payments the Go- 
vernment is found in a peculiar situation. 


ed specie payments, thereby making their paper inconvert- 
ible. Then, there was, in fact, under the provisions of the 
law, an immediate separation of the Government from the 
banking institutions of the country. Under the law, the 
Government could not take incunvertible paper, and con- 
vertible paper did not exist from one end of the country to 
the other, with the honorable exception, perhaps, of one or 
two banks in the State of Georgia, and a single small in- 
stitution in the State of Ohio. And now, sir, the great 
question presented to this committee is, not whether you 
will separate the banks from the Government, because that 
is already done, but the great question is, whether and how 
we shall reunite the Government and the banks. Under 
this view of the case, we have three alternatives presented 
to us: 

The first is, to reunite ourselves, or rather the Govern- 
ment, with the State institutions, in the manner in which 
they have been connected for the last three or four years. 

The second is, the proposition creating a bank of the 


United States, a national institution to conduct the fiscal | 


operations of this Government, and regulate the exchanges 
and currency of the country. 

The third is, the proposition on your table, sir, to sepa- 
rate the Government and its agents from all banks what- 
ever. 

Now, sir, as to the first proposition: if we do not sepa- 


rate the Government from the banks in thie peculiar junc- | 


ture of our affairs, we never can separate them. The sys- 
tem will be fixed upon us forever, and we compelled to run 


the same round we have done for the last three or four 
years in periodical terms, and then be in the same, or worse 
condition—distracted and embarrassed from one end of the 


country to the other. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I have heard a great deal as to the 


comparison between the State bank system, as it is called, 


and the peculiar policy of separating the Government and 
[have heard too much 


its agents from all banks whatever. 
declamation and no little denunciation of that system, 


that it is the most outrageous proposition ever presented to 


the American people; that it is, in fact, a Treasury bank. 


————— 


Yes, sir, I have heard much declamation upon that subject, 
both here and elsewhere, (better suited to newspaper poli- 
tics than grave legislation,) but I confess to you that that 
declamation only reminds me very strongly of the descrip. 
tion of a certain grandiloquent class of poets which a pro- 
found and polished ancient critic describes as swelling—— 
“Tnceptis gravibus plerumque et magna professis, 
Purpureus, fate qui splendeat, unus et alter 
Assuitur pannus.” 
It is not pretended that this system is perfect, because 
you cannot present any system to the people that is so. 
All questions upon which a practical legislator is called to 
act, involve more or less a comparison of evils, and we 
must not adopt any measure as perfect, but as embracing 
the lesser evil. We must go on to perfect details after the 
establishment of great and vital principles. It is neither 
pretended, sir, that this bill involves no patronage : it cer 
tainly does to a degree. But the question is, whether this 
system, or that of employing the local banks as fiscul agents 
of the Government, contains or involves the most patron- 
age! Now, upon that point, permit me here to say that! 
feel myself committed, from a deep and an anxious reflec 
tion upon the question heretofore. The question is be 
tween the power and influence of an individual, and the 
power and influence of an incorporated bank. To tell me 
thut a bank which chooses to go into the politics of the 


| country, with its power to extend discounts and accom- 
Under the law | 
of 1816 it can receive, in payment of its dues, nothing but | 
gold and silver, or convertible paper, or notes of the then | 
Bank of the United States; the latter clause became, how- | if that individual have millions of the public money in his 
ever, practically repealed when these institutions suspend- | 


modatians to its friends, and refuse them to its enemies, has 
no more influence than an individual, is to tell me what is 
contradicted by the daily experience of every man; even 


possession for safe-keeping. Sir, the one system winds 
and spreads itself into all the secret and business recesses 
of society. Hundreds and thousands of honorable and 
high-minded men have been brought to degradation and 
sycophancy by this tremendous and almost invisible power. 
I have seen them around their domestic firesides, with every 
thing apparently to bless and gladden the heart of man, 
full of sadness and gloom ; while even those who were the 
confiding and devoted partners of their joys and their sor- 
rows, were in doubt and ignorance as to the causes of 
melancholy and dejection. 

Sir, this system is as hidden as the air we breathe, and 
penetrates unseen, but, alas! not unfelt, into the most re- 
tired scenes of society. No man can tell upon what power 
ke is depending when he looks for support, aid, and assist- 





ance from this system. No man can tell what thesituation 
of his neighbor may be—what his obligations—his alli- 
ances and contracts, that swerve him from the path of in- 
dependence and rectitude. Then how can you say that 
such a system as this, allied to, and dependent upon Gov- 
ernment, bas less patronage than that which makes an in 
dividual responsible for whatever public funds he may 





have in his custody, without the power of loaning, without 
the power of discounting, without the power of acconimo- 
dating a friend, or refusing an enemy, ualess he chooses 
openly to incur the odium and penalty of crime and mis 
demeanor? It does seem to me that the question admits 
of no argument so far as the question of patronage is 
| concerned. 

But I have said, sir, that I felt myself somewhat com 
mitted on this subject. In 1835, a friend of mine from 
Virginia, (Mr. Gordon, ) now not a member of this House, 
(and I will here take occasion to say of him, that he is a 
gentleman who would have done honor to Virginia in her 
proudest days of glory and fame, ) presented the very iden- 
tical proposition to this House which is embraced in the 
bill on your table, For that proposition, sir, I then voted. 
{ acted from reflection, and from a conscientious convic- 
tion of the effects of that measure to bring about honesty 
in the Government, and secure the independence of the 
people. ‘True, I was then but a very young man, and 
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had but for a few weeks taken my seat in this House; 
yet, sir, 1 had made up my opinion from observation and 
reflection. And although young, yet, to use the language 
applied to another, [ was old enough— 
“ Acta parentum jam legere, et que sit poterit cognoscere virtus.”’ 
Sir, I had formed my judgment then, and have not 





yielded it since. On the contrary, the experience between | 


then and now has only tended to confirm my éonviction. 

I desire the Clerk to read the proposition and the vote 
npon it. 

«The question recurred on the motion made by Mr. 
Gorpos, to amend the said bill, to strike out all thereof 
after the enacting words, and insu:t: 

«« That, from and after the ——- day of ——., in the year 
-——, the collectors of the public revenue, at places where 
the sums collectéd shall not exewed the sum of dol- 
lars per annum, shall be the agents of the Treasurer to 
keep and disburse the same, and be subject to such rules 
and regulations, and give such bond and security as he 
shall prescribe for the faithful execution of their office; 





and shall receive, in addition to the compensation now | 





allowed by law, per centum on the sums disbursed ; 
so that it does not exceed the sum of dollars per 
annuin. 


** Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, at all places 





where the amount of public revenue collected shall exceed | 





the sum of dollars per annum, there shall be appoint- 
ed by the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, receivers of the public revenue, to be agents 
of the Treasurer, who shall give such bond and security to 
keep and disburse the public revenue, and be subject to 
such rules and regulations as the Treasurer shall prescribe, 
and shall receive for their services per centum per 
annum on the sums disbursed: provided it does not ex- 
ceed the sum of dollars per annum. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
aiter the day of » the whole revenue of the Uni- 
ted States, derived from tustoms of lands or other sources, 
shall be paid in the current coins of the United States.” 

This received 33 votes. 

Mr. Chairman, it was not my desire, nor have I caused 
the vote upon that proposition to be read, to show the con- 
sistency or inconsistency of any honorable member of this 
body. My sole and entire object was to prove that the 
present bill was no new proposition, and that, as far as I 
am concerned, it is the very identical proposition upon 
which I then voted coolly and deliberately. I have no de- 
sire, sir, to show that there has been any contradiction on 
the part of any gentleman on this floor, or that there has 
been any change in their opinions. It is with neither of 
those views that [ had the proposition read. I will now 
quote a paragraph from the speech uf the mover of the pro- 
position, made at the time, as illustrating the views under 
which we acted, and which too truly portrays what has 
really happened since, and what, I fear, we will again see, 
if the system be continued. Mr. Gornon said: 

‘* There is another consideration which has induced me 
to offer this amendment. We may all very plainly see that 
the contest for the Executive office is the rock on which 
the permanency of this republic is likely to be wrecked. 

And the vehemence of this contest will ever be in propor- 
tion to the Executive patronage. But for this, the office 
would have no allurements but for virtuous ambition; but 
with this concomitant, it exerts an influence which may 
one day prove fatal to the federal part of our system. If 
we do not separate the influence of the Executive from the 
interest of banking corporations, we shall have another 
controversy on the subject of banks. The political will 
be united with the money power; the contest, must come ; 
it willcome. You will witness a struggle in this Capitol 
hetween State banks and federal hanks; and the combat- 
ants fer the President’s chair will be found contending in 
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different ranks of interest and influence, whilst they mar 
the peace of the country, and shake the pillars of the 
constitution. Separate them, I beseech you, represen- 
tatives of the American people, if you wish to put down 
this fearful contest for the Presidential chair—I had al- 
; Most said Presidential throne—separate, I beseech you, 
banking and politics. Let the banks facilitate the ex- 
changes of commerce, and further the interest of trade; 
but let them, I pray you, have nothing to do with the Go- 
vernment.” 

The predictions of my friend have been fulfilled to the 
letter. What have weseen? You brought into existence 
asystem of State banks, connected froin one end of this 
Contederacy to another, receiving, disbursing, and aciing 
| upon those deposites, organized and controlled by, and re- 
sponsible to one man, and then brought into overwhelming 
conflict, as 1 believe, with the freedom of elections. Sir, I 
speak plainly. I believed then, and I now believe, that this 
was the true source of power for the last three years. 
Gentlemen may speak as they please; they may deny, 
and say they have never seen or felt it; but who is it that 
knows any thing of the operations of banks—who is it, 
at all acquainted with their peculiar influence, who is not 
irresistibly impressed with their tremendous power! Sir, 
I believe they did more than any thing else to elect the 
present President of the United States; and am I now to be 
called upon, and urged to re-organize such a system, and 
abandon the position I then assumed? ‘The experience 
of the last three years strengthens my position. It may be 
denied, but [ conscientiously believe that these institutions 
have controlled, more or less, not only the destinies of this 
Government, but the destinies of the people of this country 
during that period. Yes, we all know that at the last ses- 
| sion of Congress enough was developed upon this floor to 
demonstrate that there was an organized system, acting 
through one man, giving energy to the whole, and fur one 
and the same purpose. Yes, sir, we have seen this cordon 
of leagued banks, with their various interests, raising their 
banner from one end of the Union to the other, upon which 
was inscribed the infamous motto, ** To the victors belong 
the spoils;” and calling upon their mercenary bands to 
gather in to the plunder of sacked cities and subjugated 
provinces. . 

Again, Mr. Chairman, ainI now, at this time, to change 
my course because others have come to me? No, sir, I 
maintain the very grounds [ then maintained, and I ever 
will maintain them till my judgment and my conviction tell 
| me they are wrong. 

Icannot but believe that the signal failure of these insti. 
tutions as fiscal agents for this Government—I cannot but 
believe, too, sir, that the experience of the last three years, 
must hive convinced every one of their inefficacy, and 
the inexpediency and folly of their being selected again as 
the depositories of the Government, except with one view. 
And this is the reason why some gentlemen now acquiesce 
in their reorganization; that is, that they well know that 
this operation, and their reorganization, will bring us again 
into a state of anarchy and confusion, and force the coun 
try into the adoption of a bank of the United States. They 
know well, sir, that it tends to that, and they know that 
if these State banks are again selected as pablic deposito- 
ries, they will be but a stepping-stone to the establishment 
of a bank of the United States. This, sir, is the real, the 
true issue. It is an issue between making the fiscal agents 
of the Government separate and independent from all 
banks, and the establishment of a hank of the United 
States, which inevitably must be adopted eventually, and 
that not at a very remote period, if you readopt now the 
State bank system as the fiscal agency of the Government 

As to the constitutional argument, Mr. Chairman, in 
reference to the establishment of a national bank, I will 
not trespass upon the attention of the House to discuss it 
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at length at this late period of the session. I too well 
know, sir, that a reference to the strict letter of the federal 
constitution is too apt to excite the laughter and mirth 
of a majority on this floor ; and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Bippue,] the other day, with truth, alluded 
to an observation of a late distinguished citizen from Vir- 
ginia, (John Randolph,) that ‘*the time was not far off 
when a man would be called to order on the floor of Con- 
gress for speaking of the constitution of the United States,” 
Iam not, therefore, disposed to press that argument, but 
still I take occasion here to say, that the framers of the 
coustitution never intended to confer such a power. What 
chgnges might have taken place, could they have foreseen 
what has since taken place, is a question not for me to decide. 
I lay down this position, from the history of the federal 
conventiun, that the framers of that instrument never in- 
tended to confer this power. And why? Because the 
pruposal was distinctly nade, first to create corporations 
generally, aud then to incorpurate where the general good 
required. ‘I‘hese propositions were referred to a committee, 
aud that committee never reported. Afterwards a propo- 


sition was made to confer the power to make canals, and | 


a motion to amend it, by conferring the power to create 
corporations, was made, and it was expressly rejected. 
One argument used in debate was, that, if this power were 


conferred, the Government would incorporate a bank, and | and absolutely receiving them as gold and silver. 


that, therefore, the large cities would then be opposed to 
the aduption of the constitution. As far, then, as history 
is concerned, it is clear the framers of the constitution never 
intended to confer that power. 


appears very specious. 
that instrument, we cannot look dehors the preamble and 


bound to confine ourselves to the instrument itself. Sir, 
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too much, if it proves any thing ; because it is clear that if 
this evil has arisen since the formation of the constitution, 
the framers of that instrument never ec uhi have intended to 
counteract it. ‘The evil is admitted to be a new one, and 
ha8 arisen since the formation of that instrument, and they 
never could have intended to confer a power to counteract 
that which they never understood or knew would exist. 
Sir, I say the argument proves too much; but I am not 
disposed to press this matter. J will only say that, as far 
as experience goes, (and it may seem strange to some gen- 
tlemen, but I am disposed to lay down and maintain the 
proposition, strange as it may appear to some, ) the bank 
of 1816 never did restore the currency of the country, 
and could not; that it was not the bank which restored the 
deranged currency at that time, but it was the power and 
credit of this Government, under the constitution, by en- 
forcing the collection of its dues in specie. If this power 
had been simply enforced, it would have comyelled an un- 
sound currency to be withdrawn, or to fall to an ascertain- 
ed value. The United States Bank was the agent to carry 
on the fiscal operations of the Government, and what gave 
it power was the credit given to it by this Goverment, de- 
claring that its bills should be received as gold and silver 
It was the credit of this Government endorsed upon its bills, 
without reference to their convertibility at all, but oy 
e 
Government, being the great and universal money dealer, 
had practically surrenlered up its power to coin money, 
and to receive nothing else, into the hands of a corporation, 


| and made its notes the same as coined money, 80 far as the 
I know, sir, there is an argument upon this point which | 


It is this: that in looking into | 


Government demands were concerned. But even then, in 
1817,-’L8, and ‘19, that bank was brought to the brink of 


| insolvency, and all the other banks were made to feel its 
the specific provisions for its sound construction, but are | 


| alone sustained that bank then ? 


if this were a court of justice, I would yield to the general | 


soundness of that rule; but we are a pol:tical tribunal, not 
sitting in judgment upon the law ulready made, but to make 
the law itself, according to the instrument under which we 
hold authority. I know that, in a judicial tribunal, in a 
case arising between meum and tuum, where vested rights 
are concerned, a judge can only look to the preamble and 
the act; he cannot look beyond the law itself. This is a 
sound and wise rule, as applied to a judicial tribunal, but 
will not bold in its application to a political tribunal, where 
we are bound to look at the circumstances under which the 
constitution «as formed, and we are to decide on the pow- 
ers contained in that instrument by the circumstances un- 
der which it was itself adopted. Here we have no case 
arising under the law, no vested interests. 


a wise rule when applied to a judicial tribunal, has no ap- | 


plication to a political tribunal. The creation of a corpo- 
ration is the exercise of a substantive independent power, 
and to attach it by construction as a vagrant power to this 
or to that clause in the constitution, is establishing a loose 
generality of reasoning which must end in the total over- 
throw of that noble instrument. I am not unaware of the 
arzument, that, in fact, the constitution of the United States 


That which is | 


j 


power, while many fell prostrate before it. And what 
The power of this Gov- 
ernment, declaring that its bills should be received ia pay- 
ment of its dues as gold and silver. While other banks 
had to sustain themselves upon their capacity to convert 
their bills into coined money, this bank sustained itself by 
the Government converting its credit to the use and benefit 
of the bank, and that credit serving as a specie basis. ‘The 
great confusion that has occurred on this subject arises 
from the fact that many have confounded the power and 
credit of the Government with that of the bank. 

The power to ** coin money and regulate the value there- 
of,” and the prohibition of this power to the States, and 
also the prohibition that prevents any thing but guid and 
silver bing made a legal tender, is all the power conferred 
by the constitution over the currency. Whether it be ‘c- 
fective or not, it is all the power given. Butif it be rigid- 
ly adhered to, without temporizing, it must, of necessity, 
create a general standard by which the local or paper cur- 
rency can be compared. It is immaterial what a bank bill 
purports to be on its face; if it have an ascertained value, 


| by comparison with specie, it is all that can be required. 


| 


intended to confer the power in this Government over the | 


currency of the country, and that the State banks have 
been created since the formation of that instrument, which 
have substantially created a new currency, and thereby 
usurped that power from the General Government. It is a 
questio vexatur whether the States have not committed a 
fraud upon that clause in the constitation which forbids 
them ‘to emit bills of credit, directly or indirectly.” They 
have created local institutions, which, to a great extent, 
have set afloat a new currency that the framers of the con- 
stitution never contemptated ; and now it is contended that 
it is constitutional to counteract and control this currency 
by the creation of a corporation under the style and title of 
a bank of the United States. Now this argument proves 


And the Government, collecting its dues in this standard, 
and habitually disbursing its equivalent, would create cen- 
tres at different points, around which the local currency 
would revolve, and receive a fixed and known value. 

Sir, to all intents and purposes, this would be a measure 
of currency. T am aware that it is not as exact a measure 
as weights and measures are applied to other things, but it 
is the best ever invented by man, and comes nearer to it 
than any other standard yet created by Government, 01 
which, I believe, can be created. As to exchanges, this is 
not a subject within the legitimate object of this Govern- 
ment, except as it may be incidentally affected. They 
must be left, as they are in other countries, to be regulated 
by the interests of the commercial community, end con- 
ducted by banks or bankers, who have acquired credit by 
long economy and prudence, based upon real capital, and 
resting upon the productions of diflerent sections, 
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Sir, the difficulty in 1814 and 1815 was, that the Gov- 
ernment became embarrasse! and involved. Individuals 
could not advance to it. The local #anks did advance ; 
and upon the faith of the debts, in the shape of stocks, 
they beld against the Governinent, there banks went on 
discounting as if they had that amount in specie instead of 
Government stock ; and what was the result? Why, when 
those debts became due, the Government itself was unable 
to make payments, and the inevitable consequence was, 
that these local bank notes fell below par, as they could 
not be converted, and the Government then, in turn, sus- 
tained those institutions it had borrowed from. And, al- 
though it never was, I believe, sanctioned by law, yet the 
Government received their notes in public dues on a par 
with gold and silver. This produced a demand for depre- 
ciated paper; and that which was most depreciated was 
sought ufter to pay into the custom-houses, as it could be 
purchased with the least coined meney. The result of this 
was that the Government woul! have had finally all the 
depreciated paper of the country farced upon its collectors. 
Tt was the policy the Government adopt: d of receiving ad- 
vances from the local banks, and then pursuing the teim- 
porizing expediency of receiving their depreciated paper, 
after they had discounted upon what they had no right to 
discount upon, (because they were, at the same time, re- 
ceiving interest upon the Government stocks, ) that involv- 
ed us in the depreciated paper of that day. It was the 
folly of this Goverument, not its impotency under the spe- 
cific powers of the con-titution. It was this state of things 
which the Government felt bound to step the progress of, 
and they therefore adopted the juint resolution of 1816, 
declaring that they would receive in payment of the public 
dues nothing but geld and silver or the notes of specie- 


paying banks. This, of course, threw depreciated paper | 


out af circulatian, and stopped the irsues of spurious banks. 
The Goverpinent was enaliled to enforce this resolution, 
because peace had been restored, and the resources of the 


country became expanded ; and if they had adhered to that | 


resolution, und never adopted the policy of receiving other 
notes, you could have had, for all practical purposes, a 
sound currency, according to the imtent of the constitution. 


It is the only control over the currency which the con- | 


stitution contemplates; whether enough or not, has been 
questioned. I contend that it is enough for all safe pur- 
poses. You receive nothing but gold and silver or its 
equivalent, and the result is, that the local banks are com- 
pelled to have that which is as good as gold and silver, or 
their paper will be run back upon them. I admit that if 
you receive by law, as the permanent policy of this coun- 
try, the paper of local institutions, the result will be that 
you are compelled to resort te a bank of the United States, 
J maintain that if you receive paper, you cannot control it 


and make it a suund and equal currency under the consti- | 


tution, except by and through a nationaj bank. There are 
but two feasible modes by which you can regulate the cur- 
rency. “The one is the mode provided for under the con- 


stitution, in the clauses to which I have referred, and which | 


is the mode intended and pointed out by our ancestors. 
And if you attempt to throw this Government upon that 
stupendous system of currency which has grown up in 


modern times, by receiving the paper of banks in Govern- | 


ment dues, then there is no other possible regulation of it 
but by a bank of the United States. 

But, sir, what a monstrous proposition is contained in 
the second mode! You declare that you will receive the 
paper of banks, and you charter a bank of the United 
States, and give it power to control all other banks; and, 
by subjugating the State institutions thrvugh the creation 
of this check, you at the same time part with the power 
given to you by the constitution, and confer it upon a set 
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the interests of the institution. Sir, in creating such an 
institution os this, you create a greater evil than that which 
you intend to counteract. 

What would have been the result in 1813 and 1814 ifa 
bank of the United States had been in operation? Why, 
the Government being in difficulty, instead of borrowing 
from the local institutions, as it did, it would have borrow- 
ed, in all probability, from that bank; that bank would 
have discounted upon the credit of the Government, as the 
others did, and the Government being unable to meet its 
debt, the notes of the institution would havo fallen below 
par, as those of the local banks did, and you would have 
had precisely the same state of things as did take place. 
| And then nothing could have sustained the bau.k but the 
| power of the Government to receive its notes as gold and 
silver, although not convertible; and this Government 
| credit would have given it power and control over other 

banks without the slightest merit. It is absurd to talk 
| about the bank sustaining the Government. The Govern- 
ment can sustain the bank, but not the reverse. The 
credit of restoring the currency is due to the Government, 
under that noble instrument, the constitution, and not un- 
der the bank. 

But, sir, will you part with your power—the power to 
coin money and regulate its value—a power that is one of 
the greatest and highest attributes of sovereigniy? And 
if you make paper money the currency of the Government, 
| then the power that regulates it is as high and sovereign 
| as the power that now makes coin and fixes its value. 
| And let gentlemen recollect that, if they once part with it 
| on the policy of creating a bank institution, it is not to last 

for this yeur or the next, but forever ; for that which is 
| sound policy m regulating the currency now, will be so 
fifty years hence ; and it must become a branch of Govern- 
| ment, permanently engrafted upon the institutions of the 
| country. And are we prepared to say that those who are 
| to manage it are forever to be pure and enlightened men ? 
Recollect that the power that holds the sway over the cur- 
| rency, holds a sway over the fortunes of every man in this 

republic. Sir, if we once part with this power, my delib- 
| erate and firm conviction is that we shall centralize a mo- 
neyed action in this country, which will, in the end, make 
the labor of the confederacy virtually and forever tributary 
to those who will have but little interest in it. I believe 
that nothing tended so much to this as the establishment 
of the last institution. It is its natural and inevitable 
course, 

Now, sir, what would be the results upon the exporting 
| sections of the country? Where would you locate your 

institution? Why, you must place it where nine-tenths of 
| the banking capital of this country already exists. And 
what can be a greater or more tremendous engine of power 
than this, located in a particular section, organizing with 
| system, and creating dependence in ail the banking and 
| stock interests of the country? You do nothing more or 
less than give away the power to regulate the money and 
exchanges of the whole country to an institution located 
| in the non-exporting section, and thus deprive forever the 

possibility of the exporting region of the country doing its 
‘own importing trade Identify it with Government, by 
receiving in public dues its notes as gold and silver, and 
| you in effect loan the credit of this Government, which is 
equal annually to its revenue and disbursements, to cupi- 
| talists in stocks for their benefit; thus creating an artificial 
| credit, instead of letting all interests, resting upon their 
natural resources and credit, rely finally upon the produc- 
tive industry and bona fide capital of each individual or 
section. 

Is it not an extraordinary fact that nearly all the exports 
and imports of the exporting region of this confederacy 


| 


of men wholly irresponsible, except to the stockholders of | touch, both going and coming, at Northern ports? Why 


their bank, and reckless and regardless of every thing, save 


is this? It has arisen from the fiscal action of this Govern- 
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ment, which has heretofore sustained, and been identified 


with, the banking capital of this country. We have raised 
the articles demanded in foreign countries, and they com- 
pel us to touch, both going and coming, at their ports. 
This does not arise from their holding the tonnage, or their 
bottoms, but they hold the credit or banking system, and, 
by their connexion with the Government, create exchanges 
aguinst us, and force us to touch for tribute. Suppose, for 
a moment, we were separate State<, would it not be absurd 
for us then to touch at foreign ports? Let there be no 
central moneyed power with which the fiscal action of the 
Government shall become identified, and the export region 
will do its own imports through its own ports. With our 
local currency, resting, as it dues, on those articles which 
go into the markets of the world, fifteen per cent. discount 
in New York, we can never afford to sustain the state of 
things that has existed heretofore. Without a bank, iden- 
tified with Government, the exports of the country must, 
to a great extent, become a substitute for all foreign and 
even domestic bills. 
Mr. Chairman, in looking over the statistics of the past, 
I find that, in 1769, Virginia and Maryland imported, in 
amount, 851,140 pounds sterling; the New England States, 
561,034; New York, 188,976; Pennsylvania, 399,820 ; 
South Carolina, including part of North Carolina, 535,714 
pounds sterling, &c. In 1774, the exports from Virginia 
and Maryland to England were 738,356 pounds sterling ; 
South Carolina, 579,549; Pennsylvania, 175,962; New 
York, 187,018; New England, 116,588, &c. ‘This gene- 
ral proportion is sustained, with no great variation, when- 
ever things were not deranged by war, up to 1788 and 
1789. The export region did its imports; and, although 
it was, of course, generally in foreign or British bottoms, 
yet it never touched at two ports, but went and came di- 
rectly through our own ports. But things have now 
changed, and we have lost our relative proportion. Trade 
was then suffered to take its natural channel. Since then, 
however, the political power, together with the moneyed 
puwer, has been worked against us, and our trade is now 
compelled to touch where nature never intended. I con- 
tend that, as far as the fiscal action of the Government is 
now concerned, we are where we were under the articles 
of the confederation ; and I, for one, desire for the present 
to keep there. And, sir, it is under these convictions, and 
believing this to be the operation of things, that I feel 
bound to make the true issue now presented by the bill 
under consideration. I contend that this organization of 
the banking power of the country connected with the Gov- 
ernment tends directly to the result which I have attempt- 
ed to show; that is, to make the labor of the exporting re- 
gion of the country tributary to those who hold nine tenths 
of the banking capital in their hands I call upon gentle- 
men tu consider well before they make this plunge. We 
have some deeply interesting questions before us, intimate- 
ly connected with the power and ascendency of sections, 
and the destiny of this republic. Sir, I have been here for 
three years, and watched the progress of this abolition feel- 
ing, which is now spreading itself over half of this confed- 
eracy. When it was first brought into this hall, it was 
viewed with indifference, as the excitement of a few bigots 
and fanatics. But now, in the short progress of a few 
years, we find that it has pervaded all society with intense 
anxiety. ‘hat speck, which was at first scarcely visible 
to the naked eye, has now grown blacker and deeper, until 
over one half of our horizon hangs a dark and gloomy 
cloud, through which the thunder rolls and the lightning 
flashes, and this temple, under which we all have hereto- 
fore gathered for common protection, is destined to rock 
and totter amid the desolating whirlwind and rushing tor- 
nado. It has assumed of late somewhat a different shape. 
Bat gentlemen need not be deceived by the color given 
to the Texas question. Do you suppose it is opposition to 
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Texas? No. It is opgrosition to that vital interest in this 
confederacy with icti we are ientified—a deep, per- 
vading opposition, n up from education and infancy, 
and partaking now ever of the religious sympathies of the 
community ; and I call upon gentlemen to pause before 
they are willing to throw the power and the credit of this 
Government into the hnnds of capitalists who are at war 
with us, not only in interest, but in feeling and in sympa- 
thy. Organize again the banking interests of this confed- 
eracy, and connect thetn with Government, and you can 

not escape from the grasp. I cannot look upon the future 
without feeling the deepest (unless we are true to ourselves 
at this juncture) and most solemn apprehensions that that 
persecuted and slandered country, which now stretches it 

self from the banks of this noble river to the mouths of th: 
Mississippi, rich in character, rich in inmteleet, rich in the 
glory of the past, rich in all those qualities which make a 
great and a gallant people, will, in progress of time, be laid 
low in ruin and desolation, with only here and there a s: |- 
itary inhabitant to trace out, upon deserted tomb-stones, 
those obliterated letters which transmit to posterity the 
names of our mighty dead, and then to shed over them a 
burning tear. 

Sir, it is the fiscal action of this Government, connected 
with the banking power, thut has tended to draw from us 
our substance for forty years. It is the vampire that has 
fed upon our life-blood and our vitals, and I, for one, am 
not prepared to perpetus te it, or sanction its renewal. 

But, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen say, in opposition to this 
bill, that is impracticable, and that the Government wil! 
find great difficulty in getting along withit. Sir, that fur- 
nishes no objection in my mind. IE love a Government the 
better that moves with difficulty. Despotisms only move 
in untramelled power. Free Governments live and mov 
in difficulty. Collect your taxes with difficulty, and the 
consequence is that you never will find people willing to 
pay taxes for distribution upon lawless and unconstitution 
al objects. No, sir, the difficulty presents no obstacle to 
the passage of this measure tome. When Mr. Fox visit 
ed Paris, at the time Napoleon was im the height and prid 
of his glory, the First Consul desired to know something 
of the operation of the trial by jury, with a view to intro 
duce it into France. FE}ut when Fox told him that its fun 
damental principle was: that no man could be deprived oi 
his rights but by the judgment of his peers, and those 
peers twelve of his felle»w-citizens, the First Consul inme- 
diately replied it woul! not do for him, ** his Government 
would find too much difficulty to get atong with it.” 

Mr. Chairman, mary may suppose that [ am unneces 
sarily apprehensive in my fears as to the connexion of the 
banking system with the power and credit of this Govern 
ment; but, sir, I have seen enowgh to fear and dread it 
In 1832, when the coritest, as we supposed, was about to 
arise for the very-exis tence of our peculiar rights and lib 
erties, we felt its power. And, though I sball forbear to 
dwell upon particulars now, yet I will take occasion to say 
to those gentlemen who are deeply Wentified with that in 
stitution—those gentler nen who were the bitter politica! op- 
ponents of the then President of the United States, what 
was the spectacle they exhibited? When he a-ked for the 
sword of this Government, to be buried in the vitals of our 
people, they came forvard and gave it to him freely. And 
why! Because they dreaded a revulsion which would 
shake the credit system, and that institution, with those 

who depended upon it, to the deepest foundation. Sir, no 
part of this country, under the influence of a bank of the 
United States, will ever resist the encroachments of this 
Government, or the Ciovernment itself, however despotic 
it may be. Such an institution, then, connected with this 
Government to contro! the moneyed power of this country, 
I confess I dread. I confess I do look with dread and ter 
ror upon its influenci:s. Sir, if you waut to inake the 
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Goverment of this U nion n despotic, create a bank of the 
United States, and connect it with the destinies of this 
Government, and, my life upon it, you can never escape. 

You can never resist this Government in the hands of 
the moneyed power of the country, and the result will be 
that the fairest portions of this Union will become tribu- 
tary to other and more powerful sections. 

Mr. Chairman, while making these observations, I con- 
fess that I will go as far as any gentleman to sustain those 
peculiar local institutions organized by the States for their 
benefit, and to carry on their commerce with the different 
sections of this country. If they be properly organized, 
and limited within proper bounds, I will go as far as any 
man to systain them, and give them vigor, as long as they 
act upon bona fide capital, for the good of the community, 
as well as for their own individual interest: such institu- 
tions are essential to the present state of commerce. But, 
while I say this, I am compelled to say that I believe the 
banking system of modern times, as organized in different 
sections of this country, has any thing but a tendency to 
elevate or give liberty to man. Even this very session we 
have heard gentlemen upon this floor, from the State of 
New York, dencunce the manner in which things have 
been conducted there as disgraceful and outrageous: char- 
ters granted, stocks distributed to political partisans for 
political power and ascendency. 

The minority there, as in many other sections of the 
country, have been practically reduced to political vassal- 
age; and it is idle to discuss or question the fact that stock 
operations have been organized with a sole view to sus- 
tain political power, and make the labor of the country 
tributary to themselves. 

Now, sir, a gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusu- 
1Ne,}] not many days ago, warned Southern gentlemen, 
and declared that the ‘* progress of radicalism at the North 
was nothing more than the progress of abolitionism.” Sir, 
I have thought of this matter.. I have considered it with 
painful anxiety, and I feel bound to present what I con- 
ceive to be the true interests of this country. We area 
peculiar people, [ admit. We own nearly one-half of cur 
population. We hold them by physical force, and the law 
of necessity. I make this frank and candid avowal. And 
I will here take the occasion to say, that the connexion 
which exists between the slave laborers and capitalists of 
the South is one of the deepest interest to the Northern 
and Middle sections of this Union. We are interested in 
the bona fide profits of daily labor, for we own not only 
the proceeds of labor, but labor itself; and that Government 
which interferes as little as possible, by any artificial ar- 
rangements, with the management or proceeds of labor, is 
the Government for us, because it leaves us in undisputed 
and undivided control over all profits of labor. 

We are, then, in fact, capitalists standing in the place of 
laborers, and are, to all intents and purposes, laborers. 
There is little or no separation with us of capitalists and 
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7 laborers. They are, in fact, one and the same. The la- 
. borers of the non-slaveholding States are interested also in 
. the bona fide (not spurious or doubtful) profits of daily la- 
at bor. ‘The struggle of their capitalists (I speak of pecuni- 
a ary interest, and it is nature) is to divide those profits with 
a them. Hence they resort to all the artificial modes known 
2 to Government, by which they are brought to act with sys- 
td tem and energy as one man, through corporations of all 
aa sorts, and the most important of which is the banking sys- 
ne tem. You pretend to give universal equality and equa! 





power to all; and, if this were practically carried into effect, 
after society has gone through an era long enough to be 
pressed down into its natural classifications, the inevitable 







ain result would be ia a conflict that labor would make capital 
ry, tributary, until it would, in the operation, change hands. 
7 To prevent this, where you profess to make all equal in 
he political on r, you are compelled to resort to those artifi- 
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| eal combinetlens created by the Goversinant, to give you 

that control which will enable you to sustain yourselves, 
and make your capital profitable, by the management of 
labor which your political professions forbid you to own. 
Now, sir, when gentlemen preach up, as they have done 
for the Jast three years, insurrection to the slaves of our 
community, I warn them*that their own institutions are 
not so pure as they might at first suppose; and that I will 
preach up insurrection to the laborers of the North, when 
the tendency of things is such as to swindle them out of 
their power, by the fraud, duplicity, and cunning of modern 
times. 

As far as mere pecuniary interest is involved, the rela- 
tion of capital and la¥or is the same as that which exists 
there, in Great Britain, and every where else ; that is, just 
to allow labor as much as is necessary for subsistence, and 
to take the balance to divide among themselves, by all the 
inventions which the fraud of Government can create. 
This will be finally the interest of our Northern capitalists. 
They have no standing armies to perpetuate this state of 
things, as in other countries ; and the consequence is, that 
though they cannot keep the laborers in physical subjec- 
tion, they are compelled to resort to banking corporations 
| and chartered institutions. “While they preach to us uni- 
versal equality and universal emancipation, they therm 
selves are destined, if unreformed, to hold in tribute not 
only the labor of their own section, but also of this con- 
federacy. 

The two systems of subjugation which now divide the 
world seem to be a resort either to fraud or force, by which 
one-half of mankind may rule the other half. 

Mr. Jefierson proclaimed, thirty years -ago, that the de- 
mocracy of the North were our natural allies, and there was 
profound philosophy in that declaration. When we con- 
| tend for the undivided profits and proceeds of our labor, do 
you not see that we stand precisely in the same situation 
as the laborer of the North! We are, to all intents and 
purposes, in the place of laborers. We are the only class 
of capitalists, as far as pecuniary interest is concerned, 
which, as a class, are identified with the laborers of the 
country, while, at the same time, we shall ever forma bar- 
rier against breaking up the laws and foundations of so- 
ciety. I know this is a proposition which will strike some 
men with astonishment, and I know, too, that I utter 
words which burn. But I know, sir, it is the truth; and, 
when these gentlemen expect to preach up insurrection and 

rebellion to the slaves of our country, I will preach back to 
| them the same doctrine, by proclaiming universal equality, 
universal privileges, a universal right to Northern laborers 
| 
' 


EEE 


to be re€eemed from the fraud, duplicity, and cunning by 
which they are destined to be made tributary to those who 
wield capital, connected with political power. ‘The whole 
banking system there is a political substitute for the stand- 
ing armies vf Europe, without which the capitalists of the 
| North would be compelled to submit to a loss of power. 
Sir, these are my sentiments, and I believe that, as far 
| as our people are concerned, we are not compelled to resort 
| to those artificial institutions of society by which non-slave- 
| holding regions seek to delude and deceive their victims. 
| No, sir, we avow to the world that we own our black pop- 
| ulation, and will maintain that ownership, if needs be, to 
| the last extre mity. 
Mr. Chairman, in maintaining these peculiar sentiments, 
and in proclaiming the peculiar identity of interest existing 
between the capil lists of the slaveholding region and the 
democracy of the North, I am aware that I come under de- 
nunciation, and am liable to the charge, from certain quar- 
ters, of being a ‘*locofuco.” For maintaining my own 
rights and interests, and the rights and interests of those | 
represent, [ may be called a ‘‘locofoco ;” but this name 
shall never terrify or deter ne, when the question arises 
from maintaining the interests of those with whom I ex 
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pect to live and hope to die. And, sir, when gentlemen 
tell me these things, I tell them I proclaim the doctrines of 
Jefferson, that the democracy of the North are the natural 
allies of the South ; and this arises from peculiar interests, 
which I, for one, am not disposed to sacrifice on this floor. 
** Locofoco’”’ Gentlemen seem to raise up that name as 
a ghost to create terror and alarni. The progress and ten- 
dency of things to be carried away by prejudices and party 
feelings are monstrous. Why, sir, it was but the other 


night, that, while holding a portrait of John Milton in my | 


hand, a very estimable friend of mine looked at it, sneer- 
ingly, and denounced him as a *‘locofoco!” John Mil- 
ton a locofoco! And pray, sir, who was he but a man, 
the grandeur of whose soul, and the splendor of whose ge- 
nius, breathed not only inspiration into poetry, but threw 
a halo of glory over those burning pages which he devoted 
to English liberty? Sir, it is nature for those small birds 


that hop from branch to branch in the shrubs of the forest | 


to gaze with envy and hatred upon the noble eagle as he 
sours aloft in the sunbeams of heaven, whose brow defies 


even the concentrated fury of the elements, and whose eye | 


scuns in scorn the earth beneath him. If John Milton was 
a ‘** locofoco,” then I, too, glory in catching, if I can, one 
live coal from off that altar which he hallowed and conse- 
crated to the everlasting rights of man. 

Sir, if I maintain the universal freedom of the white race, 
and the inalienable rights of man, shall I be deterred from 
my position by the contemptible name of ‘* locofoco 1” 
The scribbling writers of the day may call me what they 
please ; their denunciations have no terrors. I scorn and 
despise them. 

Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, in the sentiments I am. about 
to utter, I inay be considered as behind the age, and they 
will be regarded as very singular, if not unpalatable, by 
gentlemen ra sed from their infancy in large cities, or un- 
der the controlling influence of newspaper essays. 
my excuse for entertaining them is, that the people among 
whom I was educated and trained up are also peculiar in 
their habits and their institutions, and partake more of the 
impress of antiquity than of modern improvements. And 
I confess to you, sir, that I feel for them a lingering affec- 
tion and attachment, because they were the customs and 
the habits of those ancestors who have given to us all that 
we inherit in virtue and freedom. I do not believe much 
in the great blessings of your modern forms of society, and 
the great ‘improvements of the age.” I do not believe 
the intellectual and moral endowments of man have been 
advanced or elevated of recent years. 
people who have gone before us, and bequeathed and trans- 
mitted examples worthy of our admiration. It is true we 
have more wealth, more enterprise, more speculation, and 
more of the gaudy show and pomp, and temptations of 
commerce and luxury ; but, as far as the heart is concern- 
ed, as far as intellectual and moral qualities are concerned, 
I do not believe man has advanced for the last ten years. 
No, sir. It may be from my peculiar situation that I en- 
tertain these sentiments. You have drawn together the 
world ; you bave made your splendid works of improve- 
ment, by which contented and remoter parts of society have 


been drawn under the temptations and vicissitudes of spec- | 


wiation; you have your credit and banking system, by 
which all christendom has been concentrated into one con- 
solidated living mass, and we have been brought by that 
system to bow in subjection before the banks and bankers 
of London and Wall street ; and we look with more inter- 
est and admiration upon the movements of Shylocks, ga- 
thered together in the exchanges of commercial cities, than 
we do to those noble pages of history which transmit to us 
the glory of arms or oratory. 

Our people are con-umed with avarice, deep, absorbing, 
unfeeling, mean avarice. Yes, sir, selfishness, hypocrisy, 
fraud, and cunning, seem to me to be the great character- 


But | 


Sir, I admire tbe | 


istics of modern times, instead of that lofty heroism, that 
devoted valor, that burning patriotism, which characterized 
former and better days. ‘True, sir, we develop more phy- 
sical resources; but is there more sentiment, more virtue, 
more honesty? What is it that constitutes a great peo- 
ple? Is it power—is it wealth—is it numbers? No, sir. 
It is virtue—valor—devoted patriotism—arms—elcquence, 
and letters. These are qualities that have covered others 
| with immortality, and kindle in the heart of man all that 
is noble and spirit-stirring. 

All society seems now to receive its hue and cast from 
| those who hold the moneyed power of the world. Even 
| our interior villages, painted as they are, and dressed up 
| in all their show, receive in submission their fashions from 
| the dandies of Broadway, and kneel in reverence before 

the molten images that idolaters raise up for worship in 
| Wall street and London. The tendency of all these things 
is to constitute society into one living mass; and I war 
against it because, if it succeed, my peculiar section, and 
the peculiar institutions existing in it, will be overwhelmed. 
In reference, Mr. Chairman, to the details of the bil! 
| under consideration, I will only say that upon that point | 
have my own peculiar notions. But the bill asserts a great 
principle for which I contend—the principle which I be- 
lieve to be identified with the liberties of this country. | 
will go for it, and hold the administration responsible for 
its-details. I do not choose to propose any amendment ir: 
those detuils, for if it be bunglingly or injudiciously ar- 
ranged I will not be held responsible. I go for it, sir, be- 
cause it asserts those principles which belong to the consti- 
tution of my country ; but I leave the details to the admin- 
istration to execute, and J shall hold them responsible for 
it. I go for that great leading feature which separates this 
| Government from all connexion whatever with State banks, 
or any great money institution here. I am for it, because 
| I have seen the fatal consequences upon the Government 
| and banks themselves. 
Sir, we have had these institutions, as I said before, en- 
| tering directly and indirectly into the political canvass ot 
the day, dispensing power, and controlling, as I believe, to 
a great extent, the elective franchise; and we have seen 
the results, and have heard the shouts of triamph raised 
| around the funeral pile here upon which the constitution 
was placed, and a fiendish joy seemed to light the count 
nances of hundreds, even while the smoke thereof rose « 
a sweet incense to that popular idol which we were «!! 
called upon to kneel down and worship before, as the only 
true and living image of democracy. And am I now to 
put this Government in the same position again! Li! 
gentlemen beware how they unite the political with the 
banking power again. Have we not seen enough to giv 
us lessons of wisdom in the dreadful consequences tha! 
have resulted from warring upon the institutions of th: 
country? And, sir, in this conflict, who have been th: 
greatest sufferers? The indusiry of the country—men 
who have vested their all in the enterprise of the day, an! 
who have been left to the mercy of contending foes. It i» 
to separate these, and to avoid this result in future, that | 
am for this bill; for who can look at the future, and not 
see how sume bold and designing demagogue may desire t 
tise into power, and contend for political influence, ) 
calling up the basest passions and prejudices against any 
institution which you may deem to be stable and fixed ' 
He may wage a war of extermination, and may ride ove' 
the laws of his country. T desire no such conflict, in which 
the honesty, the industry, and the enterprise of all will b« 
left to the mercy of factions contending for power over an 
institution in which the destinies of this country, throug! 
its currency, areto be placed. And if such a contest shoul! 
come, I could not with any heart sustain an institution 
which I believe to be against the constitution and the li! 
erties of the country. 
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Mr. Chairman, my friend (and I use the term in no idle 
manner) from Virginia [Mr. Wise] the other day warned 
me that on this measure I should be ‘left in the lurch.” 
Sir, on a question of this kind, affecting the liberties of my 
country, I never stop to inquire whether I shall be * left in 
the lurch” or not. I never stop to inquire who may be 
with me, or who may be against me, on a question of that 
character. All I ask myself is, is it a constitutional propo- 
sition, and if it be right and correct to maintain it? I never 
stop to inquire who is with me or whois against me. ‘The 
mere triumphs of party I disregard. I throw aside party 
considerations where a great question is concerned, in which 
the liberties and destinies of the people and the Govern- 
ment are involved. On such a question, sir, I subscribe 
to no party creed. Let me also say to those gentlemen 
who suppose that the tide of popularity upon which they 
are now floating is forever to set in one direction, that they 
will find the future full of bitterness and disappointment. 

Let them not labor under the fatal delusion that the let- 
ter writers and newspapers of the day are to create that 
popularity which is to endure through time. Let them 
rather look to that deep-settled, abiding opinion, which is 
to come back to us from the enlightened and reflecting 
freemen of this country—come back to us upon the set- 
tled conviction of what is true, of what is constitutional, 
of what is fur the good of the Government and the people. 

Let us all look to that deep and fixed public opinion, 
formed upon enlightened conviction and sound discretion. 
Allow me now to say, in the noble language of Lord 
Mansfield, that those who have foregone that pleasing ad- 
viser, and given up their minds to be the slave of every 
popular impulse, I sincerely pity. I pity them still more if 
their vanity leads them to mistake the shouts of a mob for 
the trumpet of fame. Experience might inform them that 
many who have received the huzzas of a crowd one day 
have been visited with its execrations the next. And many 
who, by the popularity of the times, have been held up as 
spotless patriots, have nevertheless appeared upon the his 
torian’s page, where truth bas triumphed over delusion, the 
assassins of liberty. 

When Mr. Pickens had concluded, 


Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, said he would offer an | 


amendment to the bill under debate, when its friends had 
put it into the shape in which they wished iy to pass. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that he did not mean to of- 
fer any amendments to the bill. 

Mr. GARLAND then moved to amend by striking out 
all the bill after the enacting clause, and inserting another 
be (heretofore indicated by him,) which he sent to the 

shair. 

The amendment being read, Mr. Ganzann said he did 
not intend to address the committee at the present time on 
his proposition, but would do so, unless some other gentle- 
man wished to precede him. 

\’:. PHILLIPS had not risen to debate this bill. He 
would suggest that the committee take up the merchants’ 
bonds bill, laying that now before them aside for the pre- 
sent. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG assented to this arrangement, and 
moved to take up Senate bill No. 3, being that alluded to 
by Mr. Pariuies. 


This proposition was sustained by the committee, by a 
vote of 88 to 54, 


DUTIES ON MERCHANTS’ BONDS. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the second section thereof, which was as fol- 
lows: 

“See. 2. And be it further enacted, That the additional 
credit of nine months, granted by the first section of this 
act, upon outstanding duty bonds, shall be upon the same 
terms and conditions granted upon al! bonds for duties 


ce 
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which may be given during the period of one year from and 
after the first day of October, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-seven.” 

The committee, having adopted this amendment, rose 
and reported the bill, thus amended, to the House ; and the 
question arising as to the concurrence of the House with 
the Committee of the Whole in the proposed amendment, 

Mr. TITUS addressed the House in opposition to the 
same, and had proceeded but a little way, when 

The House took a recess till 4 o’clock. 


Evenine Srssion. 


The House met after recess. Very few members being 
in their seats, there was a call of the House ; which, having 
proceeded for some time, was suspended. 

The question still being on the following amendment re- 
ported by the Committee of the Whole to the bill from the 
Senate, further to defer the payment of duty bonds, viz : 

“Sec, 2, And be it further enacted, That a credit of 
three and six months shall be allowed on the duty on all 
merchandise which shall have been or may be imported on 
or before the first day of November next, upon which the 
duties are payable in cash, and that the bonds received for 
such duties shall be payable in equal instalments, bearing in- 
terest at the rate of six per cent. per annem, and shall be 
in the form and upon the conditions prescribed by existing 
laws and by this act.” 

Mr. TITUS said he had hoped that some of the honor- 
able members of this House, whose character and talents 
would have given weight to their opinions, would have 
thought proper to address the House upon the bill before it. 
He was aware that views similar to his own were entertain- 
ed by very many upon this floor, but the disposition gener- 
ally manifested, seemed to render hopeless any opposition 
to the amendment offered by the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. Viewing it, however, as 
he did, and in the absence of any discussion, he felt it to 


| be his duty to give, very briefly, his objections to the con- 


sideration of the House. 

The first section of the bill grants an extension in the 
time of payment on all revenue bonds of nine months. To 
that he had no objection. The condition of the times un- 
questionably requires it, on the ground that it will render 
the payment ultimately more certain, and it may, moreover, 
tend in some degree to relieve those immediately connect- 
ed with the importing interest. Still, it appeared to him 
that the only just and tenable ground upon which an ex- 
tension could be granted, was the additional safety attained 
by that extension. 

But neither the second section of the bill nor the amend- 


| ment offered, can be entertained upon the principle of in- 


creased security, or of relief to any portion of the commu- 
nity, except the merchants. ‘here is no indebtedness to 
the Government that the amendment proposes to secure ; 
on the contrary, it releases in these days of non-payment, 


| from the custody of the Government, the merchandise held 


in security for cash duties, and proposes the substitution of 
a lengthened credit upon bonds, subject of course to the 
contingencies of the times. 

He was opposed to this portion of the bill, as well in re- 
gard to its practical effect, as to its violating a settled prin- 
ciple of existing laws. He took it for granted that the 
laws in relation to revenue were proper and just; they had 
been a subject of exciting interest and profound discussion 
during a long period, and were finally settled in the spirit 
of compromise amid the convulsions of the nation. Were 
they to be lightly disturbed? Were they to be approached 
without great and apparent causes? However unimport- 
ant in that point of view the present proposition might ap- 
pear to the House, it acted forcibly upon his mind. It 
was well known to this House and to the nation, that at 
the last session of Congress the Committee of Ways and 
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Means, with its present chairman at its head, introduced a 
bill to reduce the duties on imports. It bore im that char- 
acter too unfavorable an aspect to meet support, and was 
abandoned. 

The subject is now approached with more caution, and 
we are only presented with the first step by which the lad- 
der is to be mounted; another is about being introduced, 
which, if accepted, will scatter to the winds whatever of 
protection, if protection it can be called, that the producing 
classes now receive. 

The proposition, then, being to that effect, it is desirable 
that the Committee of Ways and Means should approach 
the subject directly ; that they should toe the mark, and in- 
troduce a bill entitled an act to repeal the duties on imports. 
Its object would then be understood, and the honorable 
members of this House would act advisedly. 

The practical operation of this bill will be to increase, 
and throw into market, the already excessive importations 
of goods, paying, bv existing laws, cash duties. 
raeans obtained by the bounty of Government will furnish 
forth new importations; and none can act with such dele- 


Duties on Merchants’ Bonds. 


| 
: 
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to pass. A brief view of our own condition will establish 
that position. Our domestic operations, including current 
business and general indebtedness, reach to an amount of 
which it is difficult even to form an opinion. We have 
no data to direct us but what is derived from our own 
knowledge of indebtedness to banks, but he thought he was 
more likely to be below than above the mark in placing it 
at two thousand millions per annum. 

This immense business had at all times been transacted 
without difficulty, when balances abroad had not pressed 
too heavily upon us. No revulsions under such circum. 


| stances had taken place, and all the efforts to that end that 


were made by politicians and others, in 1834, were abort- 
ive. No efforts could have been more animated, nor means 
more powerful applied, to create confusion and produce 


| disaster; bat the energy and resources of the people, not 


The | 


being crippled by foreign demands, the payment of which 
required the basis of our paper currency, bore up triumph- 
antly and successfully against the storm. In illustration of 


this view of the subject, he would adduce a remark of an 


terious effect upon the labor and interests of the producing 


classes as those of this character; and an acquiescence in 


liar hardship upon that extensive class of the people. ‘They 
suffer not only in common with all other classes of the com- 
munity, but, by the provisions of this bill, they, in effect, 
are required to furnish forth the means to enable the im- 


English statesman in comparing the relative condition of 
England and the United States in the present crisis. He 


| said that the former, with a national debt of eight hundred 
the demand of the commercial interest will fall with pecu- 


millions of pounds sterling, and an annual tax of fifty mil- 
lions sterling upon the people, was prosperous and unem- 
barrassed, and its industry and trade not materially aflect- 


| ed; whilst, on the contrary, the Government of the United 


porters, by further unnecessary importations, still more to | 


injure and depress them. 


Gentlemen ate aware that merchandise paying cash du- | 


ties, as embraced in this bill, consists of wool, woollen 


goods, and goods of which wool is a component part. We | 


have been told in this hall that our manufactories are gen- 


erally suspended in their business; that thousands of our | 


citizens connected with them are out of employment, and 


ure in a condition of want and suflering; and it is well | 


known by those conversant in such matters that the price 


of goods of this description is depressed beyond all former | 


precedent. The quantity on hand of this kind of goods, 
foreign and domestic, is immense; and the amount of wool 


in the warehouses, and remaining yet in the hands of the | 


producers, scattered over the northern half of the Union, 
cannot be less in value than twenty millions of dollars. 
Does not this state of things exhibit embarrassment and 
distress to an extent that does not require legislative enact- 
ments to increase it? Shall the command—he believed 


| embarrassments ascribed to the same causes. 


the term was not inappropriate—of the commercial interest | 


add to the general calamity, by screening themselves from 
the effects of their own imprudence, and throwing it with 
appalling force upon the great mass of the producing class- 
es, whom that imprudence has already so severely injured ? 
It is true that those classes are not asking for reliet; they 
disdain to prefer the mendicant’s prayer; but, in the lan- 
guage of the honorable gentleman from Ohio, they pull off 
their coats, roll up their sleeves, and go to work. 

He had said that the distresses of the people were prin- 
cipally caused by the imprudence of the commercial inter- 
est. It was generally conceded that they had proceeded 
mainly from over-trading ; but, to his mind, a proper dis- 
tinction had not been taken as regards the kind or char- 
acter of over-trading. So far as the individual concerned 
is affected, no distinction exists; but it must be borne in 
mind that, however severe the revulsions in business may 
at any time be among a great people, a vast majority of 
individuals are not materially affected by it—a vast majority 
do not incur liabilities that create embarrassment. Hence, 
when the balance of trade is not against us with foreign 
nations, our immense domestic operations are not impeded ; 
and, although in their excesses individuals will suffer, cap- 
ital is not diverted from its accustomed channels; it merely 
changes hands within a circle over which it is not required 


ao: 
= 4 


| freeholds. 
they asked not, received not, any of the bounties of Gov- 


States, with a surplus of forty millions of dollars, and the 
people comparatively no taxes to pay, yet the Government 
and the people were alike bankrupt. Without literally 
adopting these positions, they nevertheless wént clearly to 
elucidate to his mind the effects of the commercial action 
of the two countries. England has no balances against 
her, and hence the comparatively partial evil she experien- 
ces; whilst the balance against us required, in its liquida- 
tion, the cvin of the country—the basis of our paper cur- 
rency. The step taken was inevitable. The basis of our 
currency would have been swept from the country but for 
the proper and justifiable course of those who held it in 
possession. Had England received her dues, she would, 
of course, not have felt the blow; but had we promptly 
paid our debts we should have been ruined. 

In establishing the position that the present state of 
things has been produced principally by uver-trading, the 
cundition of England has been assimilated to ours, and her 
In his judg- 
ment, however, there was a material, a radical difference : 
our over-trading consisted in buying too much, in buying 
more than we can pay for, of foreign countries. The over- 
trading of England, on the contrary, consists in selling 
more than she can obtain pay for, and the losers only feel 
the effect, without its pervading all branches of business. 
Our over-trading abroad, as before remarked, in creating 
balances against us, affects, in a greater or less degree, all 
classes of community by its operation on the currency. He 
hazarded little in saying that excessive importations had 
been the forerunner of all the severe revulsions we had felt 
for the last twenty years. That of 1819 must be familiar 
to most of the members of this House, and he thought no 
individual could doubt its cause. It operated with extreme 
severity ; and, however great may be the embarrassment 
and suffering of the commercial interest at the present 
time, the general disiress at that period was incomparally 
greater than it now is. Our numerous manufacturing 
establishments, with scarely a single exception, were 
overwhelmed in irretrievable ruin. Thousands of farms 
changed proprietors, and those who but yesterday thought 
themseives secure in a certain, though perhaps bumble in- 
dependence, were on the morrow tenants of their former 
And it may not be unworthy of remark that 


ernment. 
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He had no doubt of the existence of the difficulties com- 
plained of by the commercial interest. Public fame, as 
well as the documents before us on that subject, establish 
that fact; and he should hope, for the honor of humanity, 
that that distress must be deep indeed, that could bring be- 
fore us, begging alms, that class of our citizens who, in 
their own estimation, and, as it would appear, in the esti- 
mation of this House, were first in importance as they 
were in wealth. 

He trusted the provisions of the first section of this bill 
would afford them great relief; at all events, it was their 
proportion of the bounties of Government. He considered 
the second section, as well as the amendment offered, went 
to increase, by the aid of the Government, an evil which 
had, to a great extent, been checked by its own excesses. 
Importations, embraced in the amendment, being principal- 
ly from the west of Europe, had in general been ordered 
since the commencement of the present embarrassments. 
The importers were consequently aware of their inability, 
if that inability exists, to comply with the requirements of 
the revenue laws, If, then, they have knowingly and pur- 
posely plunged in beyond their depth, they should be left, 








as the great mass of their fellow citizens are, to get out of | 


their difficulties, without the special bounties of the Govern- 
ment. He would say no more except to express the hope, 
though apparently a vain one, that those who had contrib- 
uted to the establishment of the present revenue laws,would 
feel and see the propriety of rendering them permanent. 

Mr. EVERETT inquired of Mr. CamBretenc whether 
the amendment was intended to cover goods now in the 
custom-huuse, as well as those which should be bonded 
between now and the 1st of November? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. E. then said there was one view in which the bill 
would ope:ate rather favorably to the manufacturers. The 


selling their goods at auction, or reshipping them; and no 
doubt many would prefer to reship, which would operate 
favorably to our own manufacturers. He was in favor of 
the amendment as being, in this view, preferable to the 
original bill. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a verbal modification of the 
amendment, to remove all doubt as to its applying to goods 
now in store: instead of ‘*shall be” imported, to insert 
‘shall have been, or may be ;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. MENEFEE, after a few remarks, not heard by the 
reporter, moved to amend the committce’s amendment by 
adding the following proviso: 

‘* Provided, further, That all others in anywise in- 
debted to the United States, except for pullic nioneys te- 
ceived, shall be entitled to the benefits of this act on the 
terms and conditions hereinbefore prescribed.” 

‘The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS moved the reference of the bill to the 
Cominittee on Manufactures. 
though himself personally rather favorable to the bill, from 
a sense of duty as chairman of that committee which was 
charged with the guardianship of the manufacturing interest, 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. DUNN, of Indiana, moved that the following be 
added as a new section to the bill: 

‘* And be it further enacted, Vhat all persons indebted 
on such extended bonds ray pay the same, or any part 
thereof.” 

Mr. D. supported the amendment by a speech of consid- 
erable length, in which he insisted on the justice and good 
policy of such a measure, 

After some explanations between him and Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG, the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the engrossment of the 
oill, and on ordering it to a third reading, it was carried 
without a count: whereupon the bill was read a third time 
as amended, and passed. 
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CLAIMS UPON DEPOSITE BANKS. 
The House then went into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. F. O. J. Smrra, of Maine, 
in the chair,) and took up the bill from the Senate to ad- 
just the remaining claims against the late deposite banks. 

The bill having been reac— 

Mr. RICE GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved to amend 
it by striking out all the bill after the enacting clause and 
inserting a substitute, the object of which is to extend the 
proposed indulgence to the banks from three, six, and 
nine months to nine, twelve, and eighteen months. 

After a brief explanation of the points in which his 
amendment differed from the Senate’s bill, he proposed to 
fill the blank by inserting the word ‘‘ five,” so as to read 
‘* five per cent.” 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, supported the amend- 
ment, and went into a statement of the present condition 
of the banks of Louisiana, whence he argued the propriety 
and necessity of granting them further time; but, in con- 
sideration of the losses they had sustained, he contended 
that they ought to be relieved from all payment cf interest. 

Mr. LYON, of Alabama, said, as one of the late depos- 
ite banks embraced by the provisions of the bill under 


| consideration was situated in the district he represented, 


he would explain the transactions between that bank and 
the Government, by way of showing that the indulgence 
proposed by the amendment of the gentleinam from Louis- 
iana (Mr. Garianp] ought to be allowed. 

The branch of the State Bank of Alabama, at Mobile, 
had, since it was made a depository of the public money, 
less than four years age, received to the credit of the ‘T'rea- 
sury upwards of seven millions of dollars, and had, with- 
out expense or loss to the Government, faithfully disbursed 
and paid over this large sum, with the exception of a bal- 


| ance of about nine hundred thousand dollars, the amount 
merchants would be reduced to the alternative of either | 


now due from the bank. More than three inillions of the 
sum received on deposite at Mob le had, as Mr. Lron was 
informed, been transferred by the bank to the Northern 


| and Eastern cities, by order of the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 


ury, when funds at the North were, in Mobile, worth 
from 1 to 2 per cent. more than par. ‘The bank, he said, 
had made, as it was supposed, ample provision to trans- 
fer the balance due the Government to the North, where 
it was understood payment of the amount would be pre- 
ferred by the Treasury Department. They had purchased 
exchange on New York and Liverpool to a large amount, 
drawn upon the authority of letters of credit supposed to 
be perfectly good, and drawn, too, in execution of orders 
for the purchase of cotton. A very large amount of these 
bills, upwards of three millions, as he had been informed, 
had been dishonored and returned to the bank, without 
even the payment of the nett proceeds of the cotton ac- 
tually shipped. ‘The bank had been compelled to look to 


| the drawers and endorsers of these bills for payment, and 
This motion he made, al- | 


to give time to the parties 
In addition to the delay in collecting the money, which 


must necessurily result from such a state of things, Mr. L. 


said it was but reasonable to suppose that some Joss would 
ensue to the bank. He thought the Government should 
extend to the bank such indulgence as that institution 
found it necessary and proper, under the circumstances 
stated, to allow tu its debtors. 

He said the failure of this bank to pay punctually the 
balance due the Government had resulted from no want of 
good faith in its dealings. It might have discounted too 
liberally upon the public deposites, and he believed had 
done so; but the bank would, at all times, have been 
ready to have discharged the drafts of the Treasury, but 
for the sudden embarrassments which had fallen upor. the 
whole country, and prevented the debtors of the bank from 
meeting punctually their engagements with it. He had 
before had occasion to state to the House that the amount 
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which had accumulated to the credit of the Government in 
Mobile had not been deposited in specie. ‘The amount 
was principally in bank bills, and had accrued from the 
sale of lands for which the Government had received what 
he considered a liberal price—more, perhaps, in many in- 
stances, than the same land, in its unimproved state, 
would now sell for. 

Mr. Lyon said he would call to the attention of the 
House a fact which, in his judgment, would afford an ex- 
cuse to the bank at Mobile, and, he supposed, to other de- 
posite banks also, for discounting somewhat liberally upen 
the public deposites. 

The late Secretary of the Treasury, in selecting the de- 
posite banks, had advised them to afford increased facilities 
to commerce. He read the following extract from a cir- 
cular issued by the Department to the banks: 

** The deposites of the public money will enable you to 
afford :acreased facilities to commerce, and to extend your 
accommodation to individuals; and, as the duties which 
are payable to the Government arise from the business and 
enterprise of the merchants engaged in foreign trade, it is 
but reasonable that they should be. preferred in the addi- 
tional accommodation which the public deposites will en- 
able your institution to give, whenever it can be done 
without injustice to the claims of other classes of the com- 
munity.” 

The Bank of Mobile had (said Mr. Lyon) afforded facil- 
ities to commerce, and had extended accommodations to 
persons engaged in foreign trade. The directors could not, 
under the circumstances, have justified a refusal to dis- 
count upon the public deposites to persons in need of bank 
accommodations and able to secure the repayment of the 
money. The public deposites had, shortly before this 
time, been withdrawn from the Bank of the United States, 
and many persons engaged in business, who had before 
looked to the branches of that institution for accommoda- 
tions, had to go elsewhere for such facilities. ‘This was 
no doubt the cause of the advice given by the Secretary ; 
and, situated as the country was at the time, no one can 
be surprised that the advice was pursued, even to a liberal 
extent, by the banks. He referred to these facts for no 
other reason than to show that the late deposite bank at 
Mobile had not acted in bad faith in failing to pay over 
promptly the balance due from it. All the facts and cir- 


cumstances, taken together, ought, in his opinion, (said | 


Mr. L.,) to excuse the payment of interest on the balance 
remaining due; but, if required, interest on the amount 
would be paid. He thought the indulgence proposed for 
the payment of the balance due could not be considered 
unreasonable. 

Mr. Lyon said he felt less concern about the banks 
themselves than he did about those who were indebted to 
them. If the banks were pressed, and early payment re- 
quired, the injury would fall, not upon the banks, but up- 
on the people. If the (iovernment should resort to coer- 
cive measures against the banks, they would, in tnrn, fall 
upon those who owed them, and, in many cases, sacrifices 
of property and ruin to individuals would be the conse- 
quence. He hoped the claims would be divided into easy 
instalments. The banks would thereby be enabled to pay 
them punctually, and, at the same time, afford a corre- 


sponding indulgence to their debtors. He had no objection | ject referred to that committee, and after a lengthy, and no 


The Gove:nment had already | 


to the security required. 
the State for security for the balance due from the bank at 
Mobile. 

Mr. I. concluded by moving to amend tle amendment 
by striking out the clause in reference to interest. 

Mr. LOOMIS, of New York, took the opposite side, 
inveighing against the injustice of setting the banks free 
from interest on their debt to the Government, while the 
Government itself, which their non-payment had reduced 
to straits, was borrowing money at six per cent., (for the 


Florida War. 


| 
' 





| the resolution. 
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Treasury note bill allowed the Secretary to pay as high as 
that.) The object of the bill was not to relieve the banks 
themselves, which, as such, were entitled to little indulgence, 
but to relieve the people through them. 

Mr. LOOMIS and Mr. MARTIN each presented 
amendments to the original bill. 

Mr. POPE made some remarks in reference to the 
course of trade in the West, and the season of the year in 
which it would be the easiest for the banks to pay ; and 
suggested a modification which should bring their term ot 
payment in July. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, now adverting to the noise and 
confusion which prevailed in the House, and which had 
prevented him and those in his neighborhood from hearing 
the amendments, or the remarks by which they had been 
advocated, moved that the committee rise. 

The motion prevailed—Ayes 74, noes 67. 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, moved an adjournment 

Mr. CAMBRELENG demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; they were ordered, and taken, and stood as 
follows: Yeas 98, nays 70. So the House adjourned. 


So the com- 





Wenpnespay, Ocroser 11, 


FLORIDA WAR. 


The House proceeded to the unfinished business of the 
morning hour, which was the consideration of the follow 
ing resolution, submitted by Mr. Wise on the 19th of Sep- 
tember : 

‘* Resolved, That a select committee be appointed by bal- 
lot to inquire into the cause of the Florida war, and into 
the causes of the delays and failures, and the expenditures 
which have attended the prosecution of that war, and into 
the manner of its conduct, and the facts of its history gen- 
erally ; that the said committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, and that it have power to sit in the recess, 
and that it make report to the next session of Congress.” 

Mr. GLASCOCK had moved to amend the foregoing 
resolution, by striking all out after the word ‘‘ resolved,” 
and insert the following : 

‘* That a select committee be appointed to inquire into 
the cause of the Florida war, and the causes of the extra- 
ordinary delays and failures, and the expenditures which 
have attended the prosecution of the same, and all the facts 
connected with its history generally ; and that said commit- 
tee have power to send for persois and papers.” 

The question immediately pending was the motion of 


| Mr. Howarp to strike out the words ‘*‘ that a select com- 
| mittee-be appointed,” and insert ‘* that the Committee on 


Military Affairs be instructed.” 

Mr. McKAY, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the House at some length in opposition to the adoption of 
He opposed the raising of this select com- 
mittee, because the same subject was now under investiga- 
tion in various ways. It had been referred to the President 
of the United States, who had caused an inquiry to be in- 
stituted, and had made a report in part, and he understood 
would probably report in full at the next session of Con- 
gress. Besides this, the chairman of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs [Mr. Bert] had moved to have this sul- 


doubt arduou: investigation, the papers had been reported 
back to the House without coming to any conclusion there- 
on. He presumed, however, that, at the commencement 
of the regular session, the chairman of that committee 
would move to have the subject again referred to that com- 
mittee, and proceed with the investigation. He could not, 
therefore, see the necessity of raising this select committee, 
because it was before the President of the United States, 
who had appointed commissioners to investigate the matter, 
and the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had 
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admitted that they had performed their duty faithfully, so 
far as they went, and laid before the House information 
which, to use his own expression, had made the blood tin- 
gle in his veins. They will doubtless lay the whole pro- 
ceedings before the House at the next session of Congress. 
Tn relation to the causes of delays and failures of the cam- 
paigns, it will be recollected that an inquiry was instituted 
by the President at Frederick, at which all the officers en- 
gaged in the first campaign (Scott, Gaines, and Clinch) 
were fully exainined, and the court came to the conclusion 
that the failures and delays of the campaigns were in conse- 
quence of the insalubrity of the climate, the impregnability 
of the swamps, and the absence of all knowledge of the to- 
pography of the country by the commanding generals, and 
the difficulty in transporting supplies for the army from one 
point to another. Here, then, at this tribunal, all the 
causes of the failures of the campaigns condueted by Generals 
Gaines and Scott were examined into ; and it certainly could 
not be designed by the House to institute an inquiry in re- 
lation to the conduct of the present commander in Florida, 
(General Jesup, ) at a time when he was just preparing and 
organizing his forces for another’campaign. It would cer- 
tainly be improper for the House to interfere with this cam- 
paign before there was an opportunity of doing any thing 
with it. It would be interfering with the legitimate duties 
of the Executive to send an investigating committee, with 
power to send for persons and papers, into Florida; and, by 
so doing, the whole of the benefits to be derived from the 
appreaching campaign might be set aside. Mr. McK. next 
referred to the remarks of the gentleman from ‘l'ennessee, 
{Mr. Bett,] who had stated that the probable causes of 
failures of the campaigns in Florida had arisen from the de- 
ficiency in the number of officers connected with the army 
in Florida. He admitted that there might be some justice 
in this remark, but said the subject had already attracted 
the attention of the President of the United States, and 
referred to an order issued as early as October last, direct- 
ing all officers of the army on detached service to join their 
regiments and companies, in which order the President had 
said that this state of things must no longer exist. If any 
notice was to be taken of this matter, however, by this 
House, it was the legitimate business of the Committee on 
Military Affairs to take charge of it, and he hoped they 
would take the matter under consideration. In relation to 
the subject of expenditures, he admitted that they had been 
very large, amounting, he believed, to about seven millions : 
but he could see no necessity of appointing a select commit- 
tee to take charge of this subject, when we have commit- 
tees appointed under the rules whose special business it 
was to take charge of these subjects. He alluded to the 
Committees on the Expenditures of the Executive Depart- 
ments, all of which committees he believed were composed 
of majorities opposed to the administration. The Committee 
on the Expenditures of the War Department should take 
this subject into consideration, and report upon it. Mr. 








McK. concluded by moving to postpone the further con- | 


sideration of the resolution until the first Monday in De- 
cember next. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, opposed the mo- 
tion. If there was to be any investigation at all, it was as 
necessary and as practicable now as it could be ever. He 
hoped the committee would be at once appointed, and pur- 
sue the inquiries during the recess, so as to report, in 
whole, or in part, at the next session. He was opposed to 
the reference of investigations of alleged extraordinary 
abuses to standing committees, and replied to the remarks 
of Mr. Howanp, of Maryland, who bad made the pending 
motion to refer the subject under consideration to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS. The question is an entire new question. 
It is not now a question as to what committee it shall be 
referred to, but whether it shall now have the go-by altogeth- 
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er. The whole of the argument of the gentleman went to 
the point that it is unnecessary for this House to trouble 
itself at all about the matter, and would be just as strong an 
argument against the investigation in December as now. 
Mr. A. alluded again to the investigation made under the 
direction of Congress by the late Executive, and said that 
the horrible disclosures of that report convinced him still 
more strongly than ever of the necessity of the proposed in- 
quiry. He replied to the sugge-tions of Mr. McKay, with 
regard to the propositions of various committees, as the 
proper referees of the subject before the House. Among 
the rest, the Committee on the Expenditures of the War 
Department had been recommended by that gentleman. 
Mr. A. reminded the House that the committees on ex- 
penditures were sinecures, without pay, and without duty 
also. A chairman of one of them [Mr. Hawes] had told 
the House that he had never called the committee together, 
and did not even know his colleagues! Mr. A. had in- 
tended to offer a resolution to reseind the rule requiring 
that those committees should be appointed. 

Mr. A. replied, further, to the argument of Mr. McKar, 
that the constitution of the Committee on Military Affairs 
was the same in previous administrations as now. That 
was no good reason why it should still continue to be so, 
Mr. A. contended, 

In allusion to there being on this committee eight mem- 
bers from the South, and only one from the Northern sec- 
tion of the country, Mr. A. said that the reason must be 
that the people of the North had no interest in the subjects 
referrible to it. As to the interest of all the New England 
States, as well as of those of New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware, and Maryland, in the benefit that would result 
to them from the enormous expenditures of public money 
in the prosecution of the Florida campaigns, Mr. A. ad 
mitted it was very little indeed. But they had a very deep 
interest in the amount of those expenditures, at all events. 
Were the army disbanded to-morrow, it would be money 
in their pockets; and he looked upon this fact as another 
exemplification of that profound philosophical theory of his 
friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Taemrson,}] who had 
| said that the money of this Government flowed naturally 
| towards the North. Since be had made these remarks, 
that gentleman had published his speech, and he had now 
turned the globe half round. The stream now flowed to 
the East, and not the North. Well, sir, be it then ‘* the 
East !” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and interrupted Mr. Avams 
here; remarking that the gentleman seemed to be conclud- 
ing tono point; and, calling for the orders of the day, 

Mr. ADAMS said he was ready to yield the floor; and 
| did so. 

BILL REGULATING FEES ON BONDS. 

The District Attorneys’ fee bill on bonds had three read- 
ings, as it came from the Senate, and was passed. 

SUB-TREASURY BILL. 
| On motion «f Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House re- 
| solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Sxirn, 
of Maine, being in the chair.) 
| ‘The bill as to the settlement of the deposite bank accounts 
| being the first bill announced as before the committee, 

Mr. PICKENS said that he considered himself bound, 
| by the deep interest he feit in the sub-Treasury bill, to 
| move that it be taken up at that time. And on that mo- 

tion he demanded a count by tellers, which being su 
tained, (after some conversation as to the regularity of 
the procecding, ) the motion prevailed: Yeas 105, nays 35. 

Mr. James Gartanpn’s amendment to the bill being 

read, by request of a member, 

Mr. HOFFMAN rose and said, he would not offer an 

apology to the House for addressing it upon a subject so 
fraught with the highest good or the deepest evil to bis own 
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constituents, as that now saath it. He had taiete aware 
when he first took his seat in that body, that he would 
have to contend against great power and patronage. 
There had been a time in his political life when he thought 
the arm of this Government needed to be atrong to regulate 
some of the consequences of the rapid increase, in extent 
and resuurces, of the country. The usurpations of the 
Executive, which he had witnessed for the last few years, 
had taught him a different lesson. He now found the 
Government too strong for the people; and that some of 
the memorable predictions of the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Pickens] and his friends, in regard to the 
influence of Executive dictation and usurpation, were in 
a fair way to be realized. He had come to his seat pre- 
pared to combat that usurpation, and to contend for the 
lost rights of the States; and he thought he should find 
the bold, manly, and chivalrous arm of the Southron bared 
to aid him in that contest. What had been his surprise to 
find that very arm on which he had relied for such aid, 
raised in the van of the attack he had to resist! That 
gentleman [Mr. Pickens] had said that he had renounced 
no opinions he had entertained before, and yet he is lend- 
ing his aid in the advancement of a scheme which is to 
unite in one hand the purse and the sword of this Gov- 
ernment, and to make, by his adhesion and support, the 
bill before the committee too strong for the opposition of 
those with whom he had been used to act in concert. 
Commenting on the argument of Mr. Pickens as to the 


character and influence of a national bank, Mr. H. de- | 


manded of that gentleman what would be the influence of 
an Executive, in any action against the rights of the States, 
who could wield so formidable a weapon against those 
rights, as all the revenues of this Government ? And upon 
this subject he enlarged extensively. 

As to what had fallen from that gentleman in his re- 
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before them the records of his seitialivaiin as thei uncom- 
promising opponent. ‘They had taken him into their em- 
ploy, and, being in the ranks of the enemy, he (Mr. H.) 
must defend his countrymen, though it be Coriolanus who 
heads the Volscians against Rome! 

‘The gentleman (continued Mr, H.) is proud of the name 
of locofoco. Sir, that is a matter of taste. 

[Mr. Pickens explained. He had said, in allusion to 
a remark made on that floor some days since by an honor- 
able member, that he was willing to be such a locofoco as 
John Milton was, if he were, indeed, one. He had not 
intended to be understood as declaring himself a locofuco, 
under the ordinary acceptation of that term. ] 

Mr. Horrmaw said that he certainly did not mean to 
misrepresent the gentleman from South Carolina. He 
hardly understood what the term in question signified 
But he is not surprised to hear the gentleman declare that 
he is not one of the followers of him who had once sworn 


| that his ** mouth should be the Parliament of England,” 


and that ‘‘his horse should graze in Cheapside.”* But he 
had eulogized Milton as his exemplar. For that name, be, 
too, (Mr. H.,) had great reverence. He remembered wel! 
the noble defence of John Milton of the subject; and vet 
this very man was choleric, hasty, and often rash in his 
opinions. There was (said Mr. H.) a striking coinci 
dence, which he could not but allude to, in the history of 
Milton, as applicable to our own times. The same intrepid 
patriot who, in his zeal for liberty, had -aided in bringing 
bis monarch to the block, afterwards threw himself into 
the arms of the Protector, and supported the throne which 
was reared on the downfall of Charles. Here Mr. 

drew a parallel between the succession of the present to th. 
late Executive, and that of the Protector to the King, and 


' between the conduct of the gentleman from South Carolina 


inarks of yesterday, in relation to the North and South, as | 


relatively placed, in interest and in policy, with regard to 
each other, Mr. H. was very eloquent and forcible. ‘That 
gentleman [Mr. Pickens] had threatened a servile war as 
the consequence of a struggle between those interests, and 


and that of the great statesman he had alluded to, under 
the parallel change of circumstances. 
Mr. H. was opposed to the sub-T'reasury bill, because 


| it violated the constitution of the country—if not its plain 


had promised to preach insurrection to the laborers of the | 
North, as an offset to similar alleged appeals to the South. | 


That gentleman (said Mr. H.) is mistaken if he thinks 
that there is any parity of reasoning as to the laborers of 
the North, or the slaves of the South. They were not, 


as was so boldly argued, under the domination or control | 


of the capitalists. 
rights and privileges. 
North the banner of the Revolution had been unfuiled, 
and the fields of Lexington and Banker Hill been won. 


They were freemen, conscious of their | 
By the laboring classes of the | 


and palpable literal language, its spirit, which is its lilc- 

blood, and which alone recommends it to the people of the 
nation. That spirit is the principle that the people shal! 
govern themselves. ‘The mode of choosing public officers, 


the appointment ef those officers, duties, &c., are but the 


trappings of the constitution. But this principle, which is 
its spirit, enters into the labors of the artisan, and the re- 
searches of the scholar. It should be the atmosphere by 
which we should be sustained and strenythened, and from 
which we should receive buoyancy and vigor to perforin 


| the duties of good citizens and patriots. 


By those classes there, even in the cities so much vilified | 


and denounced, were the men who sit in that hall sent 
thither ; and they were alive to all the rights of freemen, 
which they sent their representatives there to defend and 
advocate. Mr. H. 
been set rolling there; that the Texas question, and the 
slavery questiou, had been started on that floor to frighten 
the House ‘‘ from its propriety.’ He was not unfriendly to 
the South. Far from it. Many of his early and most 
friendly associates were connected with that section. He 


regretted that this ball of discord had | 


The connexion between the Government and the peop! 
of this Union, Mr. H. looked upon as a great partnership 
There should be a common credit or discredit, a common 
honor or dishonor, a common interest in all things between 
them. The distress, if there be any, of the Government 
should be reflected upon the people. The arm of power 
should not be wielded over the governed, to be-looked up 
to as paramount. ‘The people should not, while struggling 
amidst discontent, embarrassment, and perplexity, be iu 


| sulted by the spectacle of their Government walking free, 


should be ever found by the side of the people of that sec- | 


tion, in resisting any invasion of their rights. 
he had a paramount duty to perform—to vindicate from at- 
tack, and to shield from reproach, the people of his own 
part of the country. 

Mr. Horeman paid a deserved compliment to the bold 
and frauk manner in which Mr. Pickens had come for- 
ward to the aid of the administration in the support of this 
bill. ‘That gentleman had not crept into the ranks of his 
former enemies. He had, like ‘l'ullius Autidius, in Roman 
history, boldly told his new allies of his former battles 
against them; he had, almost in bravado, indeed, spread 


But still | 


unfettered, unembarrassed, aud in prosperity. 

Mr. H. remarked that it had been said that this was no 
new proposition; that England and France had furnished 
exainples of similar schemes; and not long since (thoug) 
perhaps not parliamentary to allude particularly to it on 
that floor) the great Mormon of this golden bible (M 
Benton, of the Senate) had instanced Rome also as fur- 
nishing a similar example. In reply to these allusions, 
Mr. H. adverted to the difference between the institution 
of England and France and those of our own country, avd 
asked, why not model our whole Government upon thos 
examples? Why not establish the ‘* divine right of kings” 

* Jack Cade. See 2d part Henry VI, act iv 
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principle throughout; create a standing army, authorize a 
system of passports, and all the rest? And Rome, too; 
Rome had her questors, or public treasurers! Yes, (said 
Mr. H.,) she had ; and they ** grew by what they fed on.” 
They followed the Roman eagles to conquest, and, in every 
situation, were ever the links between the worn-down peo- 
ple and the overbearing Government. 

Mr. H. alluded to the provisions of the bill before the 
committee. The public money is to be given by the Ex- 
ecutive to the different disbursing officers. Defalcation 
would ensue detalcation, as the consequence of this pro- 
vision. Besides the direct pilfering and frauds of the offi- 
cers who will have the charge of the public revenues, there 
would be the brawling sycophant, and the unscrupulous 
partisan, whose very bread would depend upon his subser- 
viency to Executive dictation. He did not allude more to 
one administration than to another. ‘This would ever be 
the case, were this bill to become a law. In case of an 
election depending in any State, or district, or town, there 
would be a call on the partisan officeholder’s exertions. 
On one side would be his honesty, and on the other his 
office; and he would console himself, while making the 
sacrifice of the former to the latter, that the bread of his 
wife and children depended upon it. And who will call 
the defaulter in such a case to account? The Executive? 
This would never be; and, us to the Congress? That, 
too, was powerless. The proceedings of the last Congress, 
under similar circumstances to those described, afforded a 
sufficient proof that this was so. 

Here Mr. H. alluded to the novel and monstrous doc- 
trine which had been broached under the late administra- 
tion, that every officer of the Government was accountable 
to the Executive alone; and he only to the impeaching 
power of Congress; and insisted that no people were ever 
strong enough to resist the union of the purse and sword 
of Government. 

If the bill passes, he contended the money of the people 
would not be safe; it would be less safe than in banks, 
where the stockholders’ interests require the selection of 
careful directors and officers, and where there were many 
hands, and not a single hand, to guard those interests. And 
to this point Mr. H. read from the Congressional Debates 
of 1835 an opinion of one who he wished could take a 
part in that debate, and sustain the views he had once ex- 
pressed, and which he would now quote—views which he 
was confident the high regard for his opinions, entertained 
by the members of that House, would lead them to regard 
with great respect; he alluded to Mr. Speaker Potx, who, 
in the course of a debate in 1835, had said that ‘* corpora- 
tions were safer than any individual could be, as the de- 
positary of public moneys,” because corporations were 
bound together by the strongest ties of interest, with an 
immense aggregate of wealth, which furnished a safe se- 
curity, &c. 

But, (said Mr. H.,) who can tell but that, if that gentle- 
man could descend from the chair, and address the House 
on this bill now, he would not also be found to have under- 
gone some change of sentiment since the time alluded to? 
This would not be more surprising than that one of that 
gentleman’s friends, also on that fluor, should have changed 
his views on the subject within the same term of time. In 
a debate upon a resolution offered in 1835 to that body by 
Mr. Gamate, as to the best mode of keeping the public 
moneys, Mr. CamBneLenc was reported in the Congression- 
al Debates to have uttered the opinion that the sub-Treas- 
ury scheme would find no friends there, and that it was a 
proposition too odious and monstrous to be entertained. 

(Mr. Camere ene read, in answer to this allusion, an 
extract from hiz own prepared report of the speech adverted 
to, to the effect that he had expressed the hope that the 
time would come when banks, as fiscal agents of the Gov- 
ernment, could be dispensed with altogether. } 


Vor. XIV.—88 


| fruit, and should not now cut down the tree. 
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Mr. H. remarked that the gentleman had vofed against 
the scheme at the time, and was reported, in the book of 
debates, before he had had time to prepare carefully bis 
own report of the speech he had made, to have said that 
such a proposition could find no friends in that body. But 
still (said Mr. H.) I know that opinions often change, 
like the gourd of Jonah, in a single night. 

Mr. H. here alluded to Mr, Foster’s eulogy on the 
safety-fund system, which he admitted to be appropriate 
and deserved. And he eloquently detailed the conse- 
quences of that system to the prosperity of the State—the 
springing up of her western cities almost at the very sound 
of the woodman’s axe—the stretching out of long lines of 
railroads, those avenues of communication and social in- 
tercourse with the different parts of the country. The 
North and East had made the West, and the West had 
poured back her gratitude in increasing contributions to 
the wealth and prosperity of the State:—and this was the 
working of the safety-fund system. It had worked well: 
and now, he would ask, what was the reverse in the coun- 
try? ‘I'he President now says that over-speculation is the 
cause of our present troubles. The philosopher whose 
theory it was that the earth rested on a tortoise, was puz- 
zled to find a place for the tortoise. And what was the 
true cause of this distress and embarrassment? Mr. H. 
said that it was the war on the United Staies Bank by the 
late Executive. The first germ of all that Executive 
power which now oppresses us was the withdrawal of the 
deposites. ‘That was the fountain whence all these bitter 
waters flowed. ‘The hopes and wishes of the people were 
involved in that institution. The boat was proceeding on 
its way, in a swift but equable course, when there had 
suddenly ensued a crash, which was the prelude to a bub- 
bling cry of agony and despair from the passengers and 
crew. The balance-wheel had been removed by the igno- 
rance or the wantonness of the engineer. 

Mr. H. had never been the friend or the enemy of the 
United States Bank, nor of the local banks. He had not 
worshipped Pompey, in all his pride of power and place, 
when armies had sprung up at the stamp of his foot; nor 
had he ever bowed the knee to his great rival. Yet would 
he not withhold from the latter the justice which he should 
extend towards him; as 


oe 








in his mantle muffling up his face, 
Even at the base of Pompey’s statue, 

Which all the while ran blood, great Cesar fell! 
And now lies there, 

With none so poor to do him reverence 


After some discussion of the conduct pursued by the 
State deposite banks, which he contended had, in the ma- 
jority of instances, been honorable and upright, he insisted 
that it was inconsistent for the friends of the administra- 
tion to decry and destroy them. They had eaten of the 
The United 
States Bank had been ruined to aggrandize the State banks: 
not in accordance, as had been asserted, with the people’s 


uw 


; will; the people would never have destroyed that insti- 


tution; but as a sacrifice to the popularity Of the lite Ex- 
ecutive. It was withered by the resplendent ** glory” from 
the brow of the victor of New Orleans. It was destroyed, 
that the ‘‘ weeds,” as Mr. Pickens had called the State 
banks, might grow and flourish. 

Mr. H. contended that there had been a time when 
those ‘* weeds’’ were shallow rooted, and might have been 
easily eradicated. He then went on to show that Mr. Van 
Buren originated and rose into power by the aid of the 
safety-fund system. ‘That it still continued its influence, 
politically, and procured a Van Buren majority there of 
two-thirds: and that Mr. Van Buren was now kicking 
away the ladder by which he had mounted, not even say- 
ing to those who had been wondering at his ascent with up- 
turned eyes, **Siand from under!” This part of the speech 
was very minute in its details, and excited a deep interest. 
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Mr. H. said the bill before the committee had been 
christened ‘‘a divorce bill.”’ It was no such thing. It was 
a bill authorizing ‘‘ a fatal marriage” —fatal to the consti- 
tution, and to the liberties and happiness of the people. 
It was not a divorce bill, ‘The * divorce” bad already ta- 
ken place, without cause or right, by the act of one of the 
parties, and it was the nuptial benediction or another alli- 
ance that the House were now called on to pronounce. 

History furnishes a parallel. He who was 


4 but yesterday a King, 
And armed with Kings to strive,” 


Napoleon Bonaparte, loved Josephine. The conqueror of 
Italy had laid his laurels at her feet, and whispered in her 
ear his aspirations of love as well as of ambition. By her 
were his troubles assuaged, and she was ever his good ge- 
nius, pointing him the path to glory and renown, and with 
her, as his companion and adviser, he found himself upon 
the throne of Charlemange. But no sooner did the diadem 
glitter upon his brow, than she, who had been ever true to 
him, was cast off for the furtherance of schemes of policy. 
He was thus, but he would be safely and ever thus, and 
he procured from a weak Senate a divorce from her, and 
wedded Louise of Austria, who mounted his throne only to 
see his crown snatched from his brow! Sir, there may be 
a moral even in the lesson read to our own Government 
from the rock of St. Helena. 

Mr. H. closed his remarks by warning gentlemen of the 
consequences of passing a bill so fraught with danger as 
that under consideration. He said, ‘‘the bow is bent, 
make from the shaft!” unless by a bold effort you can 
wrest the bow from the hands of the archer! Rise from 
the mire of party! Sustain the administration in every 
thing in which it is just and right, but resist it when its 
measures are hostile to the best and most enduring inter- 
ests of the people. Do not aid in that unholy alliance of 
the purse with the sword in the hand of power: and 


“ 











never more 
Let the great interests of the State depend 
Upon the thousand chances that may sway 
A piece of human frailty !”’ 


After Mr. Horrmayn concluded— 

Mr. HUNTER, of Virginia, addressed the chair as fol- 
lows : 

Mr. Speaker: I arise under the painful sense that I am 
asking almost too much of this committee, when I throw 
myself upon its indulgence whilst I express -my views in 
relation to the subject before us. But our present position 
is highly responsible ; the consequences of our action in the 
existing crisis may be lasting to the country, and I wish to 
be heard in vindication of the principles which will govern 
my course. We stand, sir, in the midst of a great com- 
mercial revolution ; we have just witnessed an explosion in 
the credit system, through which the stream of capital eir- 
culates and dispenses its mighty agency to the country. 
Old channels have been abandoned, new ones are being 
formed; and now, sir, when every institution of the land 
is trembling under the shock, and our most important in- 


terests are sympathizing with the distress in the circulating | 


system of the body politic, the eyes of the people are turned 
in anxious solicitude upon our course. 

‘They have suffered with exemplary patience under ca- 
lamities which would have goaded almost any other people 
to tumult and bloodshed; and they have even forborne 
to speak forth their grievances, as if fearful that the clamor 
might disturb the presence of mind of those whose peculiar 
task it was to work the ship of state off the lee shore upon 
which it was driving—** Nec dumultus, nec quies ;” but 
there is that state of deep and silent suspense which more 
forcibly than by words seems to say that, upon this occa- 
sion, ‘‘our country expects every man to do his duty.” I 
feel, sir, a most painful sense of the responsibility of my 
position. On the one hand, I know that he cannot be justi- 
fied on the plea of ignorance who lightly tampers with the 








important interests now concerned in our action ; and, on 
the other, if personal or party considerations were to deter 
me from doing whatever may be done for the relief of the 
country, I feel that my name would deserve to be pursued 
through all posterity with execrations. I might, perhaps, 
escape responsibility by declaring that, as I had nothing to 
do in producing the present distress, so I was bound to do 
nothing towards restoring things to a sounder condition. 
Sir, I scorn the excuse. I think I see something which 
may be done for the good of the country, and I am willing 
to share the responsibility with those who will attempt it. 
In taking my course I form no new connexions, I make no 
alliances; I act as I was sent here to act. I legislate not 
for party, but for the good of our common country. | 
tread all personal and party considerations into the cust, 
when they present themselves in competition with the most 
important interests of the people. 

Mr. Chairman, if I can free this Government from a 
corrupting connexion, if I can aid in so moulding its action 
as to remove the causes by which it has disturbed the 
natural level of our circulating capital, and advance one 
more step towards that perfect freedom which American 
trade ought to enjoy, I shall be content, be my own fate 
what it may; but if I should unfortunately work harm 
where I mean good, I shall only regret that others will suf- 
fer under the consequences of my mistake. But, sir, I turn 
from these considerations to the great question before us. 
How can we exercise the powers given: us by the constitu- 
tion, and remould the fiscal action of the Government, so 
as to relieve the country of its sufferings, and prevent their 
recurrence again? It has been well said that debt is 
the evil under which we are suffering. ‘The real balance 
of trade has been against us ; the foreign ereditor demanded 
the adjustment of this balance in specie; and the currency 
system of the country, having been inflated beyond its just 
dimensions, was unable to meet the demand for a conver- 
sion so sudden. What, then, can be done, sir, to relieve 
the people from this pressure? There are but two modes 
of relief from debt ; the one consists in its payment, and 
the other palliates the evil by obtaining time, so as tu divide 
between several years the burden which is too heavy for 
one. It is obvious that, as a Government, we have neither 
the right nor the means of paying the debt. Governments 
may spend money, but they never make it; and their at- 
tempts at political alchemy have always resulted, like the 
vain search after the philosopher’s stone, in more expense 
than profit. 

Has the Government the means of extending the credit 
upon the debt due abroad? If this could be done, we 
should undoubtedly find immediate relief. Instances have 
occurred in the history of English commerce, and in some 
of our own States, in which Government has effected this 
purpose by interposing its own credit between the domes- 
tic debtor and the foreign creditor. ‘There are times when 
a people may be unable, without great suffering, to meet 
a sudden call for the balance of trade which exists against 
them. But it can scarcely happen that they should not be 


| ultimately able to meet the call, if time were given. On 


these occasions, the foreign creditor presses, because he 
cannot well know the actual responsibility of individuals. 
In such situations, the English Government has exchanged 
its own credit, which was undoubted, for that of the domes- 
tic creditor, who was thus enabled to make his remittances 
abroad in undoubted securities. We have no power here 
to enter into any such trade; and although the ex- 
ercise of this power might occasionally be useful, yet it 
is too liable to abuse to have been wisely entrusted to us. 
The direct fiseal action of Government might have been 
rendered conducive to this end, and eminently beneficial. 
If we had issued certificates of loan upon time for the 
money necessary for Government, I believe, sir, that the 
merchant, instead of exporting his specie, would have given 
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it to us in exchange for this paper, which would have 
served a better purpose abroad. In this way we should 
have done much for the relief of the country ; we should 
have avoided all danger of a depreciated paper currency is- 
sued by Government, and we should have been clearly 
within the limits of our constitutional power. But the oc- 
casion has passed away; we have passed a bill for Treas- 
ury notes; and when I connect the discretion, as to inter- 
est, confided to the Secretary, under the bill, with his 
known opinions on that subject, 1 am bound to conclude 
that they will be issued and designed as currency. 

But, Mr. Chairman, that subject is not now before us, 
and I will not detain the committee with its further con- 
sideration. 

I shall pause but a moment to consider the expedient of 
a United States bank, which has been suggested by some 
as affording the means of producing immediate relief. If 
this were so, the suggestion would be useless to those who, 
like myself, believe that it is demonstrable, and that it has 
often been demonstrated, that we have no power under the 
constitution to charter such a bank. But, for one, I do 
not believe that the expected effect would flow from such an 
institution. It would enter the field as a rival of the State 
institutions, and could only sustain the competition by either 
debasing its currency to the level of the State institutions, 
or by elevating their circulation to the seunder level which 
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sive privileges. The loanable capital will seek the places 
in which these institutions exist, until it has exhausted the 
demand for it there, before it reaches those portions of the 
same country in which banks do not exist. It will do so, 
because, through bank agency, it can derive more than 
the legal interest within the sphere of its operations, whilst 
beyond that sphere its profits are confined to that interest. 
The system establishes, in effect, a bounty upon capital 
lent to the mercantile, and those classes whose labor brings 
a speedy return, at the expense of the agriculturists, whose 
returns are slow. l.oans for thirty or sixty days are obvi- 
ously more profitable than those for longer periods. It is 
the difference between simple and compound interest. 
The merchant, therefore, whose outlay is speedily return- 
ed to him, can thus afford to deal in these short credits, 
whilst the agriculturist, whose returns ate generally annu- 
al, finds himself forced to pay compound, for what the 
merchant returns only simple interest. ‘The effect of this 
is so much felt, although its causes are perhaps not gener- 
ally understood, that in my State it is received almost as 
an adage, that no farmer can afford to go into bank. 
There is yet another mode, sir, in which the system pro- 


| duces a false distribution of capital. The available profits 


it might establish for itself. The first operation would pro- | 


long the present evils; and the other, if attempted by any 
but the most gradual means, would break the State banks, 


of these institutions, within the limits presented to them, 
are so great that they may become credit insurance officer. 
The directors, under these extraordinary advantages, may 
run the risk of insuring a favorite’s credit when it is doubt- 


| ful, when he may have no real resources, and thus the 


and aggravate the distress of the community. But I pass | 


from the consideration, of the means of immediate relief, 
real or imaginary, which are not within our reach, to those 


fair trader will be injured by the reckless and often ruinous 
competition of these men who have nothing in fact to lose. 


| This, sir, will always happen when a bank has supplied 


which may be. And here I beg leave to pause upon our | 


fiscal policy, and its incidental effects upon currency and 
trade. If it has introduced causes which disturb the natural 
level of circulating capital, and furnished a false excitement 


Public convenience may require that the change should be 
gradual, but important interests demand that it shall be ul- 


timately made. After much consideration, I have come to | 
the conelusion that the present and past commercial dis- | 


tresses have been mainly produced by the American bank- 


| 


ing system; a system, sir, which, by the law of its creation, | 


hurries to its downfall as the necessary result of its own ac- 


tion; and this catastrophe is only hastened by the excite- | 


ment of the connexion between it and the Government. 


the ablest politial economists of the present day, that our 
system of banking is the worst in the world. I will not 
stop now to institute that comparison, or to examine his 
conclusion; but I shall demonstrate that its natural ten- 
dencies are to produce a state of things like the present, if 
I succeed in showing, first, that it causes a false distribu- 
tion of capital, and, secondly, that it creates a diseased ac- 
tion in the credit and currency systems, by forming an im- 
proper connexion between them. 

According to our banking policy, these institutions have 
the exclusive right of making a paper currency; and their 
paper only is received in payment of public dues. To 
these exclusive privileges they unite the power of drawing 
interest from an amount greatly exceeding their capitals. 
Take, in connexion with this, the usury laws, which ex- 
ist, I believe, in all of the States of the Union, and you 
have the result that capital, loaned through bank agency, 
will draw an interest greatly exceeding that which any 
other capitalist can derive from money lent. The loana- 
ble capital of the country will of course seek that invest- 
ment, and fill those channels of circulation b “fore it reaches 
any other; the consequences of the artificial direction thus 
given to capital, is its false distribution between the differ- 
ent sections of that country, and the different classes of 
clety in that country, in which banks have those exclu- 


the demands of good customers without reaching the lim- 

its of circulation prescribed to them. ‘The temptetion to 

run this risk is so strong that they too often yield to it. 
Mr. Chairman, it is no answer to these objections, to 


| say that every section of the country may be supplied with 


to currency and credit, that policy ought to be changed. | its due proportion of banking capital. The country is 


supplied with banks through its Legislature, and no Gov- 
ernment has the mears of ascertaining the relative wants 
of different sections in this respect. But, sir, if the Gov- 
ernment could ascertain the relative proportions in which 
the different sections should be supplied to make the dis- 
tribution just, it would be unable to make that distribu 
tion. A supply of all the capital wanted for loan in 
any country, through the medium of banks like ours, 


| would expand the credit system so rapidly, from causes 
It has been said, Mr. Chairman, by McCulloch, one of 


which I shall endeavor to show, as to produce revulsions 
which would present a scene of wide-spread ruin and dis- 
aster. A fact which is so impressed upon the public 
mind, that every Legislature, not perfectly wild in its 
movements, seems to have endeavored to restrain the sys- 
tem within the supposed wants of the country, rather than 
make the attempt to supply the value demanded. If I 
have been successful so far, Mr. Chairman, I have shown 
that this system is injurious in giving a false direction to 
capital; which, if left to itself, would seek those invest- 
ments which had most natural advantages, and which, 
therefore, would have paid the highest profits. 

I come now, then, to the false and artificial laws of ex- 
pansion and contraction, which are introduced into our 
currency and credit, (as I maintain, ) by the banking sys- 
tem as it exists here. Instead of leaving currency and 
credit to the regulation of the great laws ordained by na- 
ture for that purpose, instead of leaving them to that self- 
regulating power which would adapt them to the changing 
condition of society, and harmonize them with each other, 
our Governments vainly practise their political alchemy, 
to the injury, and sometimes to the destruction of both. 
At their very creation, we arm these corporations with in- 
compatible functions. We unite in them the money-ma- 
king and the money-lending powers; and what, sir, are 
the inevitable consequences? Why they make as much 
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money as possible, that they may have the more to lend. 
They have a direct interest in issuing as much as possible, 
and they always doit. When their capitals are loaned 
out, they cannot add a dollar to the credit of the country, 
without making a like addition to the currency. The lat- 
ter, under this system, is swelled to an undue proportion, 
and when once it is beyond its level, its overflow is inev- 
itable. Debase it in the least degree, and its downward 
tendency is ever increasing. ‘The moment you increase, 
in this way, the nominal or money price of commodities, 
the catastrophe is unavoidable. ‘The merchant who deals 
annually in $10,000 of bank credit, when wheat was $1 
per bushel, will require $20,000 of the like credit to deal 
in the same quantity of grain. ‘I'he banks which supplied 
the demand for credit, when wheat was at one dollar, are 
unable to meet that demand, when it is at double its for- 
mer price. ‘The cry is, therefore, ‘* more banks,” and 
more paper money is the consequence, until the proportion 
between the currency and the material wealth of that coun- 
try is greater than in other parts of the world. If the real 
balance of trade then turns for a moment against us, a 
great commercial catastrophe occurs. And even if this 
should not be the case, the trade in our currency becomes 
more profitable than that in our commodities. This cur- 
rency promises to be convertible into specie, which is 
of uniform value everywhere. The constitution of this 
country requires that it should be so convertible, and when 
the paper currency is purchased with commodities, the 
holder seeks a redemption of the pledge to pay in specie. 

Mr. Chairman, I refer to that period in the English his- 
tory, when its paper currency was so inflated as to furnish 
toa foreign enemy the means of a direct attack upon its 
credit system. It isknown that Claviere, whilst the Bris- 
sotine faction prevailed in France, bought up bills with the 


ing the Bank of England; a scheme which threatened so 
much of mischief as to have furnished the secret cause 
(as many believe) of the suspension of specie payments by 
that bank in 1793; a measure which is said to have been 
advised by the ministry itself. I am greatly mistaken, sir, 
if this very trade in our currency has not been one of the 
leading causes of our present distress. But I will not enter 
into an inquiry which would lead through so wide a field of 
speculation. I have thus endeavored to show, sir, how 
this artificial connexion between credit and currency causes 
them to perform that perpetual cycle of contraction and 
expansion from which our country has suffered so much 
and so often. It ought not to surprise us then if these 
vortices in our credit system, like those of the wild theorist 
of antiquity, should produce strange combinations and un- 
expected results. ‘The epicurean philosopher accounted 
for the existence of the world, by supposing it to result 
from the fortuitous concourse of atoms; and we, not at all 
wiser, have attempted to build up a fabric cf credit upon a 
revolving foundation. 

IL have said, Mr. Chairman, that the process which I 
have just described is the result of an unnatural connex- 
ion between the credit and currency systems. It may be 
asked, in what respect is this connexion unnatural ? 
Why, sir, in this: we make the currency expand with the 
credit of the country, when in truth, although credit must 
expand when currency is increased, yet it may increase 
when currency remains the same. For instance, if we 
were suddenly to double the amount of money in the world, 
the same real value in credit must be doubled also in its 
nominal amount. But if the currency remained the same, 
new resources discovered in one country, making the em- 
ployment of capital more profitable there, might readily 
draw a greater proportion of currency, as a measure of 
value, than circulated there before the discovery. Instead, 
then, of making the currency and credit systems the means 
of mutual expansion, they ought to be left separate. 
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When each is true in the discharge of its own functions, 
they vary according to different laws and upon different 
principles. Let us look for a moment to the functions of 
each separately, for the purpose of ascertaining the true 
laws of their variation. And here I first inquire, what is 
currency? It is that nominal and floating standard, by 
which mankind have consented to measure the value of 
their commodities, and to regulate their exchanges. ‘I'o 
discharge these functions, it must first be durable, so as 
not to be consumed in the use ; secondly, it must be porta- 
ble, so as to be transferred conveniently from place to place, 
as the uses of exchange may require ; and, thirdly, it must 
be uniform as a measure—by which I mean that the pro- 
portion between the currency and the material wealth of all 
countries should be the same; and, to be a perfect measure 
of value, this proportion should not only be invariable in 
all places, but in all time, from age to age. The last de- 
sideratum, as to uniformity from time to time, has never 
been supplied in practice or even suggested in theory ; but 
the first requisites are to be found but in one medium—] 
mean the precious metals. These, sir, are highly durable, 
are portable, and if not obstructed in their flow by artii- 
cial regulations, which disturb their level, their proportion 
to material wealth will be the same in every country, be- 
cause the supply would be in proportion to the demand, 
and as there would be most demand for them where there 
was most material wealth, so the supply would also be 
greatest in those places. It is also a manifest requisite in 
currency, that it should exist in sufficient quantities to be 
available to all who have a use for it, and doubts have been 
expressed as to the existence of enough of the precious 
But these I have always 
It is obvious that, from time to time, 


a | even if the- quantity remained the same, it would appre- 
direct purpose of presenting them for specie, and break- | 


ciate in value so gradually as not to affect the mass of con- 
tracts which are for short dates, by its change as a measure 
of value. And if the relation of debtor and creditor were 
not seriously affected by the change, it would be as conve- 
nient to use a half ounce of silver in the dollar as one 
ounce. This change would of itself present the means of 
doubling the currency. But if we put this out of the 
question, w@ have the facts that the quantity of the precious 
metals now bestowed on ornamental uses in Europe and 
America, is supposed to exceed the gold and silver coinage 
of those countries by more than a fourth, and that the 
mines are constantly pouring in new supplies, which are 
eapable of still further increase. Take these facts into 
consideration, and there is every reason to believe that the 
supply of these metals would be adequate to our purposes, 
if Governments would abandon their contrivances for fur- 
nishing a paper money currency. ‘The general tendency 
of the metallic currency, through a series of ages, has 
been to increase somewhat faster than the material wealth 
of the world, so that experience would here seein to 
support me, independently of theory. This very circum- 
stance has sometimes operated to affect seriously those con- 
tracts which embrace a long period of time in their execu- 
tion, as is the case in some of the English leases. But 
this change has been so gradual, that the great mass of con- 
tracts, which were for a shorter time, have been adjusted 
by this measure of value without serious inconvenience. 
If any improvement upon this metallic currency has been 
suggested in modern times, it is perhaps to be found in 
some such expedient as that of the Bank of Amsterdam ; 
a system which, upon an actual deposite of specie, issues a 
like amount of paper, for the actual return of which specie, 
upon the demand of the bearer of the paper, the faith ot 
the State is pledged, or some security, equally undoubted, 
is given. The advantage of this circulation is, that it va- 
ries precisely with gold and silver as a standard of value; 
that it saves the loss by wear of these metals, and renders 
them in effect as portable as paper, 
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If the State Governments will have a paper currency, 
this is undoubtedly the safest mode in which they can put 
it forth. But a paper currency put forth by Government 
on any other principle, will always have the unfortunate 
effect of continually changing the measure of value by which 
contracts are to be adjusted. Different Governments adopt 
different rules of issue. ‘The proportion of paper currency 
to material wealth is different in each. A man contracts, 
expecting to deliver by one standafd, and owing to its 
change is forced to deliver by another. He receives, per- 
haps, in ounces, and is forced to return in pounds. This 
injurious change in the relations between debtor and cred- 
itor leads to disasters and sufferings so often witnessed that 
I need not depict them. Other Governments have means of 

- palliating the evils of this sudden change in the measure of 
value, not within our reach. When a demand is made for 
a sudden adjustment in specie, of contracts formed under 
the expectation that they are to be redeemed in paper, 
these Governments can, and always do, interfere to prevent 
this change in the relations between debtor and creditor. 
They make the paper a legal tender between man and man. 
Indeed, the English Government seems to be well aware of 
the necessity of making paper currency a tender, after it is 
once issued ; it sees so clearly that contracts will always be 
made under the expectation of redeeming them in this pa- 
per, and that it would be impossible to force their adjust- 
ment in specie, that it has made the paper of the Bank of 
England a legal tender by a standing law of the land. 
Jere we can resort to no such expedient. Nothing but 


gold and silver can be mate a legal tender; a point of dif- 
ference which no American statesman should lose sight of. 
What folly is it, then, to introduce by legislation a standard 
of measure in the formation of contracts, which can always 
be altered by the creditor at his pleasure, in despite of our 


laws! How vast and complex is the fraud which we thus 
practise upon our citizens, when we indirectly force them 
to contract by one standard, whilst the constitution requires 
them to pay by another! If a law were passed requiring 
every man who had contracted to deliver a bushel of corn 
to deliver two, the injustice would not be greater, nor the 
wischief more, than our paper currency has often produced. 
So much, Mr. Chairman, for the operation of our banking 
system upon the currency ; let us trace now its eflects upon 
credit. 

What is credit? and what is the real law which regulates 
its expansion and contraction? Credit, sir, is the contri- 
vance by which we translate future resources to our present 
use and employment; or, in other words, it affords the 
means by which we obtain the present use of capital by a 
pledge of future resources—of resources which exist either 
in mind or matier—of resources to be found, sir, either in 
our skill and industry, or in capacities yet to be developed 
in our material possessions. The fabric of credit to endure, 
sir, must rest on the solid rock of responsibility, and not 
upon the fleeting sands of mere confidence: or, sir, if I 
may change the figure, credit is the venous system through 
which the stream of capital flows, to visit every part of the 
body politic with its life-dispensing power. 
moment the free and natural course of its circulation, and 
you derange every function of social life. 


of enterprise, impart more vigor to the arm of industry, 
and dispense health and freshness to the frame and spirit 
which it supports and vivifies, 

have said, sir, that it was the pledge of future resour- 
ces for the present use of existing capital. ‘l'o make the 
operation beneficial, this pledge must be upon real resour- 
ces; so that the borrower may not only return the princi- 
pal and interest of the cupital employed, but also retain a 
profit for himself. If his employment returns him an 
amount just equal to, or a Jess amount than, the principal 
and interest of this capital, there is a clear loss to society 


Disturb for a | 
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of his labor, at least, and perhaps of more. It is manifest, 
then, that this operation, if beneficial to society, must be 
founded upon real resources, and new capacities for pro- 
ducing wealth. There isa certain amount of capital in 
the world, to which Government cannot add by any of its 
regulations. ‘This is all which can be distributed; and if 
the credit system exists in a sound condition, this capital 
will be distributed between the diflerent parts of the world, 
and amongst different individuals in society, in the relative 
proportion of their comparative resources. ‘That country 
which cau give most for the use of capital will be first sup- 
plied, according to the laws of trade; and any community 
which, directly or indirectly, gets possession of more capi- 
tal than its relative resources entitle it to enjoy, receives it 
upon the terms of paying for the use of more capital than 
it can advantageously employ. ‘This, sir, could never be 
the case if Government were not to interfere; but, unhap- 
pily for mankind, it tvo often happens that a Government, 
under the vain hope of benefiting its people, pursues a sys- 
tem of measures which disturbs the natural level of capital. 
For an instance of this, 1 need only refer to the currency 
operation of our banking system. I have shown, sir, the 
operation of this system has a tendency to increase the cur- 
rency of the country in which it exists, far beyond the 
basis of the metallic, which is the currency of the world. 
The nominal amount of money is increased, and its real 
value diminished. Suppose, for inst2ice, that two dollars 
represent the same amount of the necessaries of lite which 
were formerly represented by one. ‘The capital which is 
borrowed at this nominal rise in its money price, must be 
returned when the nominal! price falls, and the real value is 
raised. In other words, the community which borrowed 
in half dollars must return in dollars. ‘he reason of this 
is obvious. ‘I'he credit system of any country, when it is 
sound, rises or falls with its relative resources. ‘T'his is 
the true and single law of its valuation. But Government 
interposes and alters the measure of value. It doubles, for 
instance, the proportion between the paper currency and 
the material wealth of the country, by forcing every addi- 
tion made to credit, through the banks, to produce a like 
addition in currency. The country, then, which has few- 
est resources in comparison with others, may have the 
largest nominal credit system, on account of the inordi- 
nate expansion of the standard by which its value is meas- 
ured. 

The credit system being thus expanded, let us lovk for 
a moment into the mode of redeeming the obligations thus 
incurred. This debt can only be discharged by a system 
of exchange, under which one debt is made to offset anoth- 
er, SO as to save the necessity for currency ; or else by re- 
deeming the obligations in money. So far as the ex- 
changes adjust the balances due on a certain day through- 
out the country, the operation is beneficial; and the rela- 
tions between debtor and creditor are not ruinously aftect- 
ed, notwithstanding the inflation of the currency. But in 
this diseased state of affairs, the operation of the conver- 
sion of that portion of the credit system which must be re- 
deemed by money is terrible. The obligations were cun- 


| tracted upon the paper standard, but they must be re- 
Leave it to fol- | 
low its natural courses, and it will quicken anew the spirit | 


deemed in specie, if the creditor chooses to demand it, and 
this he will do, if the paper currency exceeds its just pro- 
portions, because then it will be to his interest to exact 
this mode of adjusting contracts. So far, then, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have endeavored to prove to this committee that 
our banking system produces, first, an unjust distribution 
of capital between the different sections of the same coun- 
try and the different classes of the same society ; and, sec- 
ondly, that the connexion which it instituted between cur- 
rency and credit cause@them both to expand and contract, 
according to laws different from those which nature had 
prescribed for their regulation. If I have been successful 
in my effort, | have shown that these effects must flow 
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from the very laws of their creation, and that this was the 
original sin of them both. 

I know, sir, that some advantages have also resulted 
from their operation, but none, in my opinion, which com- 
pensate for these evils. The advantage of adjusting the 
balances due under the credit system, by exchange or off- 
set, so as to avoid a direct result to currency, is immense ; 
and it is true that a large capital is necessary for this busi- 
ness. It is necessary, because the greater the variety of 
exchanges commanded by any one institution, the greater 
the facility for offsetting the one debt against another. 
The limit to this advantage is only to be found when the 
amount of capital employed in this way, by any one insti- 
tution, is so great as to preclude competition. It was the 
opinion of Mr. Baring, however, one of the most intelli- 
gent of English merchants, when examined before a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons on this subject, that the 
important business of exchange could be effected more 
readily through private dealers than by banking institu- 
tions ; and there seem to exist strong reasons for his opin- 
ion. Be this as it may, however, and let us suppose, for 
argument’s sake, that in a young country like ours we can 
only raise capital enough to deal in exchanges, domestic 
and foreign, by means of corporations, still I maintain, sir, 
that those corporations should be single in their end and 
aim. ‘They should be confined to the business of dealing 
in exchanges, and all power of issue should be denied 
them. If the banking system of this country is ever re- 
formed, the change must be conducted in that spirit of an- 
alysis whieh has effected most of the modern reforms in 
science. If currency be the object of the constitution, I 
have already intimated the model upon which I think it 
should be moulded. Jf the regulation of exchange and 
the diffusion of loanable capital be the object, the institu- 
tion should be confined to this end alone. A currency 
bank should exist. for currency alone, without the power 
to discount; and a bank of diseount should be confined to 
that purpose without the power to issue. The truesecret, 
I believe, sir, of regulating the machinery of corporations 
so that it shall work the precise end intended for it, and 
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no other, is to create them with a single purpose, upon | 


which they will then be sure to move. But, sir, unite in 
them incompatible functions, and you are apt to introduce 
a complexity into their operations, which will often pro- 
duce results entirely unexpected at their creation, and con- 
trary to the public good. 

I believe, sir, that the history of our system of paper 
currency connected with credit, as we have instituted that 
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people were tasking themselves to their utmost upon the 
finest theatre for exertion which any people ever enjoyed, 

we have seen their career suddenly stayed, and the ann of 
enterprise itself folded in the mournful contemplation of 
the ruins of the prostrate system of credit; a fabrie which 

fell, sir, as I before observed, because it was founded, not 
on the solid rock of responsibility, but upon the fleeting 
sands of a mere configence—a false confidence—engender- 

ed, sir, by those reiiecioars which were relied upon 

as the pillars of the edifice. " 

And here, Mr. Chairman, let me not be misunderstood. 

I do not war upon existing institutions, but with the policy 

which gave them birth. I would be the last man in this 
community to encourage a violation of these vested rights, 

Neither do I blame individuals, sir, for entering into em-. 
ployments to which the policy of their State Governnient 
invited them. I have no desire either to return suddenly 
from one measure of value to another, so as to disturb the 

relations between ‘debtor and creditor. I go for reform, 

sir, not for revolution. I wish to see a change of policy, 

it is true; I care not how gradual it be, so the prospect of 
reform be certain. As one of the means of effecting this 
gradual reform, I propose a divorce between this Govern- 
ment and all banks. I propose it, sir, as a measure re- 
quired by public interest, and ultimately beneficial to the 
banks themselves. ‘The deposites of public money, upon 
which these institutions trade, and the credit given to their 
paper by means of its receipt in public dues, only serves 
to stimulate an action already false in i's nature, and tends 
but to hasten the round of expansion and contraction which 
they are ever performing. In that point of view the con- 
nexion is injurious alike to the Government, the people, 
and the banks. Upon every occasion in which this con- 
nexion has existed with the State banks, we have seen it 
result in a general explosion of the credit system. 1 be- 
lieve no one doubts but that this connexion hastened the 
late catastrophe, which furnished the occasion for the late 
call of Congress. The receipt of bank paper in payment 
of public dues increases its credit, and extends its circula- 
tion. The amount of paper currency necessary for mak- 
ing all the payments required in collecting and disbursing 








| the public revenue, is added to the natural circulation of 


} 
' 


connexion, would illustrate the truth of my views, if there | 


were time to enter into this inquiry. I will not raise an 
issue of fact, however, when my purpose is satisfied by 
dealing with first principles. I will not enter into the his- 
tory of that early struggle between the colonies of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, for the field of circulation 
which each was endeavoring exclusively to occupy with 
its paper issues; a contest which waxed so warm as to 


comiittee with the history of that continental money, 
whose improvident issue was said by one who both felt 
and knew its consequences, to have caused more real suf- 
fering than all the complicated horrors of the war of the 
Revolution. Did time permit, I might well pause, for the 
purpose of tracing to the inevitable tendencies of our bank- 
ing system, the wide-spread derangement of our currency 


the banks, and has no other basis than the confidence that 
it will be received in payment of Government dues. As 
this revenue expands and contracts, so this portion of the 
curreacy increases or diminishes. Whilst the surplus 
revenue was collecting, this circulation increased upon that 
credit: it increased, too, from the use of the deposites up- 
on which they traded; and when the surplus and annual 
revenues of the Government were being distributed, and 
diminished, a portion of this currency was drawn from the 
field of circulation ; and, being no longer useful, its con- 
version was sought in specie. Here is the unhappy and 
fruitful cause of fluctuation in credit and currency, which 
must always exist under a connexion between Government 


| and bank. ‘There were doubtless other causes growing 
make a reference of their disputes to the Crown necessary | 
for the preservation of peace. Neither will I occupy the | 


and credit, from the suspension of specie payments during | 


the war, until 1819, when the Bank of the United States 
itself was perhaps only saved from a like catastrophe by 


the suspension of a Treasury draft Yes, sir, and for con- | 


firmation almost as strong as proof of holy writ itself, I 
might turn from that period to this. In a time of pro- 
found peace, when the mighty energies of the American 


out of that connexion, which tended to hasten the suspen- 
sion of specie payments. I throw them out of considera- 
tion, however, because they do not enter into the general 
question, and take only those consequences which neces- 
sarily flow from a connexion between bank snd Govern- 
ment under any circumstances; and, having shown the 
injury which they work to the bank, I turn to their oper- 
ations upon the fiscal concerns of the Government: when 
this violent rupture of the ties which bind them together 
takes place, the Government is forced either to take depre- 
ciated paper, or to demand specie. If they take the first 
alternative, they give a bounty to each State to depreciatc 
its paper, to lower ils taxes, and duties become no Jonger 
uniform. If they choose the latter alternative, they find 
that its operation is to raise the taxes upon the people pre- 
cisely at the time when they are least able to encounter an 











1421 OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 1422 





Ocr. 11, 1837.] 

















increase of expenditure. If, on the other hand, this con- | pression is not silent upon this subject. 


nexion had never existed, the banks would have been better 
able to meet their engagements, because their circulation 
would have been more limited and more justly proportioned 
to the wants of trade. The operation, too, would have 
kept enough of specie in circulation to have met the de- 
mands of Government, and to have afforded a rallying 
point to the banks when any sudden emergency created an 
unexpected demand for specie. If I have shown, Mr. 
Chairman, that this connexion injures both bank and State, 
I need not state the obvious consequence, that whatever 
injures either the banks or the Government, injures the 
people alsv. But my colleague seems to suppose that this 
Government can find the means of regulating the opera- 
tions of these banks, and of producing, through them, a 


sounder currency. His projet supposes a system of re- | 


wards aud punishments, through the fiscal action of this 
Government, which is so to cont»! the banks as to effect 
this salutary end. I will not revert to those views which 
I have just given, to show that this expectation is false in 
theory ; nor will I pause to cite to him the opinion of 
Secretary Dallas, who, after a long experience, in 1816, 
pronounced this hope to be impracticable ; much less would 
I cite to him as authority my own opinion upon this subject. 
I will take his position as true, for argument’s sake; and 
then I would ask my honorable colleague how it is that, 
thinking with me that this Government cannot charter an 
institution for the purpose of controlling currency, still he 
will maintain its right to buy up the corporations of the 


States, and regulate their chartered functions so as to con- | 


trol the currency and the exchanges of this country ? 

But, Mr. Chairman, much as I object to the connexion 
betwe en this Government and the banks, on account of the 
disturbing causes which I think it introduces into the ac- 


tion of the currency and credit systems of the country, I | 


have another objection still more powerful. I never wish 
to see the banks converted into political engines again. Of 
all the enormous additions which have been made to Ex- 


ecutive patronage, in late years, I regarded its connexion | 


with the State banks as the most fearful. The army of 
officeholders, though you should count them as 100,000 
strong, would confer not half the power upon the Execu- 


tive which the possession of the State banks would give to | 


him. Convert them into political engines to be worked 
by his hands; give him the control over the exchanges and 
currency of the country ; give him the dispensation of bank 
favors, and if he were disposed to use them for personal 
advancement, he would scorn your title of king, and your 
gewgaw of a crown, as if the offer intimated a doubt of his 
absolute authority without them. If the choice of means 
were given to awise king, who wished to maintain his 
power, he would not choose a nobility, said to be the nat- 
ural support of the crown, but he would ask for some hun- 
dreds of corporations, wielding the money power of the 
whole country. He would ask for those whose delibera- 
tions might be secret, whose agents might be invisible, and 
whose march upon their purpose could only be diverted by 


that impulse of interest which he alone could regulate. | 


Give him these, sir, and he would despise your standing 
armies and your orders of nobility as cumbrous devices, un- 
worthy of the refinemert of the spirit of modern «despotisin. 
Mr. Chairman, I have always regarded the connexion be- 
tween bank and State in this country as a conjuncture 
most ominous to our liberties. Use the public money to 
buy up the State banks tor the use of this Government, or 
of its Executive branch, and you at once convert them into 
political engines, you deprive the States of the control of 
their own institutions, and you place the people under the 
dominion of a league of corporate influences. Endow a 
moneyed corporation with the functions of Government, 
and you behold at once the most ruthless of all despotisms ; 
and the history of human suffering and of East Indian op- 
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You may place 
the worst of men in authority, and he will have some touch 
of human feeling. Not so with a moneyed corporation. 
It deliberates in secret; it moves by the power of a major- 
ity, with no sense of personal and individual responsibility 
at the bar of public opinion ; and it is governed by the sin- 
gle impulse of interest. You cannot move it to pity for 


mechanical, and not under the influence of fevling or of 
soul. I protest, then, sir, against any attempt to bind the 
moneyed corporations to one government, and by one com- 
mon political purpose. Ihave given my reasons for ob- 
jecting to any connexion between bank and State, and, 
perhaps it may be reasonably required of me to suggest 
some better plan for the custody of the public treasure. It 
| the selection were left to me, sir, I should adopt the plan 
| of special deposites. The General Government should be 
| independent of the banks as to the medium in which its 
revenues are collected, and banks would be independent 
| of the Government when they were no longer exposed to 

the power of its rewards through the privilege of trading 
| upon the public deposites. If such an arrangement could 

be effected by giving the banks a fair compensation for 
| keeping the public money, at the same time that they were 
| effectually restrained from using it, I should much prefer 
| it to the scheme proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. The pecuniary responsibility would be greater 
| than that of individual collectors, and its custody of the 
public revenue would, perhaps, be safer. But the chief 
recommendation would be in the means which this plan 
would afford the representatives of the people to ascertain 
the state of the public money, if at any time there was 
| cause to suspect either the ability or the honesty of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury. I shall not fatigue the committee, 
however, with the details of a scheme which I shall not 
propose by way of amendment, as there would be no rea- 
sonable prospect of its adoption at present. I should greatly 
prefer a bill carefully framed upon this basis to the one 
now before us; but I give to that the decided preference 
| over the other alternatives, of a United States Bank, or the 
| connexion between the Government and the State banks. 
Doubtless, there will be difficulties attendant upon any 
scheme for regulating the custody of the pullic revenue. 
The money power, in all its combinations, presents the most 
difficult probiem to be solved in the science of Government. 
But we must choose the best plan within our reach. It 
| is idle to expect perfection in a system of finance. I go, 
sir, fur the great principle of divorce, without committing 
myself to the specific details of this bill further than by the 
expres-ion of a preference for them over the connexion be- 
tween bank and State. In that comparison, I have satis- 
fied myself that it does not increase Executive patronage, 
as its opponents maintain; nor do I believe that its ten- 
dency will be to retard the resumption of specie payments. 
It, in fact, diminishes the Executive patronage by a larger 
| amount than any other reform ever proposed under this 
| Government. It subtracts the entire amount of bank pat- 
ronage fiom the Executive, and, in comparison with this, 

the few additional officers to be created are as nothing. 
| How is this bill, sir, to retard the resumption of specie 
payments by the banks? They will be afraid, it is said, 
of rans upon them for specie to be paid for public dues. 
This objection, sir, is more specious than valid. The quar- 
terly receipts of this (iovernment will range from six to 
eight millions. The greatest possible amount of the ad- 
dition to be made to the legal currency, under this bill, 
would be six or eight millions, and, in point of fact, I am 
informed that a far less sum would suffice, as the public 
money is paid out nearly as fast as it comes in. Is it to 
be supposed, sir, that the eight hundred banks of this coun- 
try could not meet such a requisition, if they were realy 
in other respects for the resumption of specie payments! 
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But, sir, in point of fact, the requisition for specie upon 
the banks, or upon the country, under this bill, cannot | 
amount to a dollar if these Treasury drafts be issued for 
circulation, as I presume will be the case. They furnish 
more than enough of medium for the collection of our rev- 
enues. The banks, Mr. Chairman, cannot resume specie 
payments generally until the foreign debt is nearly or 
wholly liquidated. When that is done, if they will ele- 
vate the value of their currency to the par of specie, partly 
by curtailing their circulation gradually, and within the 
limit of the present discount upon their paper, and partly 
by a judicious command of exchanges for converting their 
own obligations, they may then safely resume specie pay- 
ments. Whenever their paper will command its par in 
specie in the market, they may safely undertake to give 
specie jor it themselves. This I believe to be the only true 
mode of effecting the resumption, and this operation is en- 
tirely independent of the fiscal action of the Government. 
Rely upon it, sir, that a speedy resumption of specie pay- 
ments by any other means would be impracticable, with- 
out producing more distress than we have yet seen in the 
community. ‘T'o take their depreciated paper in payment 
of the public dues, would rob them of all inducement to 
resume, as the Government credit would thus be worth 
more to them than it would be if their paper was convert- 
ible. 

Mr. Chairman, I know that I have this day presented 
views which, if true, will disturb the dream of those who 
believe that an infusion of banking medium, like the fabled 
juice of Medea, will renovate the body politic, and restore 
to age the vigor and freshness of youth. I know, sir, that 
there are many who will view my opinions as wild and ex- 
travagant. But I am willing to leave the issue between us 
to the arbitration of time and future experience. I am 
aware, too, that you cannot touch a fibre of one of the 
cords impused upon trade, by the restrictive system, with- 
out exciting a host in oppvsition. But, sir, in a contest 
upon the great principles of free trade, I am willing to en- 
list for the war. I feel that they must succeed, because I 
trust to the power of truth. Its pace may be hubbled, but 
its march will still be onward. Yes, sir, it will be onward 
and onward, until the people awake to a sense of the injus- 
tice which imposed fetters upon the free spirit of American 
enterprise. I hope, yet, sir, to see the day when the captive 
will throw its hands loose from their bonds, and proclaim in 
joyful exultation to the world that it is free—free to pur- 
sue the impulses of its own genius, free to take the di- 
rection of its own interest, and ready to put forth the whole 
of its mighty energies to the fulfilment of the proud destiny 
which will then await it. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, next took the floor, and ad- 
dressed the House, until the hour of recess, in opposition 
to the bill, as calculated to blast the hopes which had in- 
spired the course of the late administration, that the coun- 
try would enjoy the advantages of a sound currency. 


Evenine Session. 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, resumed the course of his re- 
marks, the whole of which are given below. 

Mr. Mason said: Agreeing, I as most cordially do, in the 
several measures which have so fur been presented by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, for the consideration of 
this House, it is with the utmost reluctance that I am 
now brought to differ with those with whom I have hereto- 
fore acted. 

This difference, however, I am pleased to consider, is at 
least but one of mere expediency, and in itself contains 
nothing which should sever those who are united other- 
wise in the preservation and support of those great and 
leading principles which actuate political parties. 

Differences of opinion necessarily pertain to deliberation ; 
it is against the constitution of our nature that it should be 


otherwise ; intelligence, reason, and sound judgment, are 
alike hostile to entire unanimity ; nor would our represen. 
tative Government be any thing more than a mere forinal 
acquiescence in the will of some ordained superior, if the 
doctrine were allowed to hold, that party discipline exacts 
an unconsidered sanction to every measure, which brings a 
recommendation from the Executive chair. 

Such is certainly not the spirit of our institutions; nor 
should it be the spirit of any party that would act safely and 
wisely, or even successfully, in the administration of the 
Government committed to their charge. 

Having thus premised, I will proceed at once to state my 
objections to the bill under consideration. | 

Those who have brought it in, address its claims to our 
favor, as a measure simply intended to provide for the safe- 
keeping of the public money. It is said that the former 
depositories, the State banks, having proved either inado- 
quate to the duties required, or unfaithful to the trust re- 
posed in them in this branch of the public service, it is ne. 
cessary that Government now should take care of its own 
interests ; and that this will be most effectually done by a 
return to what is called the legal currency of the country, 
and by constituting certain fiscal officers of the Govern- 
ment the keepers as well as the disbursers of the public 
money. 

The machinery is certainly very simple, and if the only 
end to be attained were, in truth, the safe-keeping of the 
public money, however I might dissent from the expecta- 
tions of those who have planned its operation, I could not 
see in it those insuperable objections which impel me now 
to remonstrate against it. 

The evils, sir, which we are expected to remedy by some 
adequate law, lie far deeper in the public mind than any 
alleged insecurity of the public money—evils for which no 
remedy is provided by this bill, but which will, in my 
judgment, be fastened upon the community by its pas- 
sage—I mean the present degenerate condition of the cur- 
rency. 

What is now the currency of the country? I ask not 
what ought to be, but what actually now is the s»le cur- 
rency ; the only medium having exchangeable value, by 
which the business of the country is carried on? It con- 
sists entirely, from one end of the confederacy to the other, 
of irredeemable bank paper; every payment that is made, 
every debt that is collected, every transaction of every kind, 
whether large or small, into which money enters, is carried 
on and effected by paper that has been issued by the State 
banks, and which they no longer redeem with gold or sil- 
ver. These metals have passed entirely out of circulation ; 
they form no longer any portion of the money of the com- 
munity; treating money as that only, which, for the time 
being, serves as the symbol of exchange, of things having 
merchantable value. 

This condition of the currency, is the true and great evil 
of the times; it affects the people in their business, precisely 
and in the same manner as it affects the Government in 
the conduct of its affairs; and there can be no remedy, at 
all adequate to relieve the Government from its embarrass- 
ments, which shall not, at the same time, and to the saine 
extent, relieve the people from theirs. 

In considering this subject as I propose to do, it is un- 
necessary to go at large into an examination of the causes 
which have operated to bring about this state of things. I 
do not know that I am, nor do I at all profess to be, equal 
to this duty. And yet, were I to attempt it, I should cer- 
tainly differ very widely from those who trace these causes 
no farther than to a redundant issue of bank paper. That 
each issue has been to a great extent auxiliary to the pres- 
ent embarrassments, there can be doubt. But it has been 
auxiliary only ; and I freely admit that, in my very hum- 
ble jadgment, a well-founded objection to our banking 
system lies in this very thing: that banks of discount, or- 
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ganized as our American banks are, yield the facilities of 
credit too readily and amply to the demands of trade, with- 
out a power of discrimination between such as arise from 
the extension or accidental vigor of healthful commerce, 
and such as have their origin in a wild and gambling spirit 
of speculation. 

Commerce requires credit. From the day that men 
passed in their dealings beyond the first simple stages of 
barter, credit, in some form, entered into the affairs of 
trade. Its ageney soon came to be understood; and the 
winds are not more active in circulating the common air, 
than credit now is, all over the world, in circulating 
through every land the productions of every soil. 

Trade and commerce, then, becoming drunk with pros- 
perity, have drawn too lavishly upon the credit offered 
them through the banks; or, if you will have it otherwise 
expressed, the expansible character of bank credit has 
offered too great temptations to commercial enterprise, and 
we are now suffering under the consequences of over- 
action, as well on the part of those who used this credit as 
of those who gave it. 

In this reasoning, I am borne out by the message of the 
President: he says that ‘our present condition is chiefly 
to be attributed to over-action in all the departments of 
business ; an over-action deriving, perhaps,’ its first impul- 
ses from antecedent causes, but stimulated to its destruc- 
tive consequences by excessive issues of bank paper, and 
by other facilities for the acquisition and enlargement of 
credit.” 

I have entered into the subject thus far, only that I may 
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| ers. There is no mystery in all this. 


invite you to a more enlarged view of the difficulties to be | 


met than are presented when our inquiry is confined simply 
to a consideration of the safest custody that we can provide 
for that portion of the people’s money which is to pass into 
the public coffers. 

My great objections to the measures proposed in this bill 
are, that they are not at all commensurate with the exigen- 
cies of the times; they do not meet the real difficulty. 


The bill simply ordains that the Government, after a limi- | 


ted time, will receive nothing but gold and silver in pay- 
ment of public dues, and will intrust its keeping to its own 
officers alone. 
lxw; if, by this simple enactment, the bank paper could 
be driven out of circulation, back whence it came, and the 


precious metals substituted in sufficient quantities to meet | 
the wants of society, as well as the demands of the reve--} 
nue, the chief ground of my opposition would be at once | 


removed. I can well see, from the experience we have 


had of the evil tendencies of the banks to excessive issues, | 


(and such, at present, are my decided impressions, ) that, 
whenever the currency is placed in a condition to bear the 
tribute, the true policy of Government may be found to be 
to exact its dues altogether in coin, and to withhold its 
revenue, while resting between its collection and its dis- 
bursement, from the use of banks, as a fund to increase 
their discounts. My reasons for this I will give hereafter, 
when treating of the proper positions which the Govern- 
ment may ultimately assume toward the State banks. 

The bill is to operate upon the currency as it now is; 
for we have not only no guarantee that it will be found in 
an improved condition at the end of twelve months, (the 
limited time, ) but it is susceptible almost of demonstration 
that one necessary consequence from the proposed law will 
be to continue the currency in its present debased condition. 


The precious me‘uls, all will agree, are now banished | 


from circulation. They are in the country, I grant you, 
and in sufficient quantities, perhaps, to answer their accus- 
tomed duty of circulating in those channels below the 
reach of bank paper; but they no longer pass from hand to 
hand as a medium of exchange. Their former exchange- 
able value has bee: converted, by the course of trade to 
which I have alluded, to a value exclusively marketable ; 
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and thus they have fallen back, and are entirely merged in 
the common and general mass of merchandise. Specie, 
whether in coin or in bullion, is now merchandise, and not 
money ; and those who require it for any purpose must go 
into the market and buy it at market rates, as they would 
any kind of merchandise whatever. How long, then, is 
this state of things to continue? How long will this 
marketable value attach, which detains the coin from its 
most appropriate function as current money? And by 
what process can it be restored to circulation ? 

The answer to the two fjrst inquiries is very simple. 
Specie will continue to be merchandise, so long as there 
exists any demand for it greater than that which would 
invite or retain it in circulation. It was driven out of cir- 
culation by the demand for exportation, after the business 
of the country had realized the fact that our exports were 
insufficient to pay for our imports. The balance must be 
met, and the precious metals were called out of circulation 
to answer this new demand. It is a necessary and funda- 
mental law of currency, that where you have two media, 
of which either answers all the purposes of exchange, and 
one of them, besides those purposes, will answer another 
purpose as a subject of trade, the latter will fly at once to 
meet the new demand, and leave the duties of currency 
exclusively to its fellow. 

So it was between the paper and the specie, when, by 


the exigencies of trade, the latter was suddenly called off 


to meet the new demand created by the necessity in com- 
merce, of extinguishing the balances against our import- 
Imports are to be 
paid for from those two sources alone: by the produce 
and labor of the importing nation, or by gold and silver ; 
and whenever the former is found inadequate, the precious 
metals must make up the deficiency. 

Thus stood the country when the banks suspended the 
payment of specie. They had an agency, and a large 
agency, I grant you, in bringing that necessity about ; 
pampering, as they did, the pride of commerce. They 
met all its demands, honored all its drafts, as well in the 
rage for importation, as in those extravagant speculations 


| to which the apparent prosperity of the age gave birth. 
Now, if there were a creative power in our | 


But the banks are not alone to blame in this. It is due 
to the oceasion, and will aid us in searching out the true 
remedy against a recurrence, to admit, candidly and fairly, 
that the Government itself saw as little the mischiefs that 
would follow from the extension of their credit, as the 
banks did themselves. It is a part of the history of the 
times, and should be recorded on the same page, that when 
the deposites were given to the State banks, they were 
expressly instructed to make them the basis of new incen- 
tives to commercial enterprise. 

I do not speak this at all, sir, in the spirit of yebuke ; 
far, very far from it. I adduce it only to show that the 
Government itself, against whom, as some have said, the 
banks have committed the unpardonable sin, was itself ac- 
tively instigating them to that very extension, now se zeal- 
ously condemned. How far the banks might have gone in 
extending their discounts, upon the immense deposite thus 
cast upon them, without this authoritative hint none can 
easily tell. But it is fair and reasonable to infer, that this 
license in advance did not pass unimproved. 

Having stated thus the actual condition of the currency, 
and briefly traced the causes which have led to it, let us 
inquire next what will be the probable operation of a law 
that takes no account of its enfeebled state, but per- 
ewptorily demands, after a given day, that the entire 
revenue, amounting to some twenty millions of dollars 
per annum, shall be paid up in gold and silver. One 
necessary consequence, in my apprebension, would be, 
effectually to place it out of the power of the banks to re- 
sume the payment of specie within any reasonable time 
How can it be otherwise They suspended payment, 
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because of the new demand for coin created by the exigen- 
cies of trade. ‘They have not yet resumed, because al- 
though that demand has entirely diminished, as shown by 
the rate of foreign exchange, yet there is still demand 
enough to warn them of the consequences of an attempted 
resumption, before the trade of the country is in a fit con- 
dition to bear it. - Sir, the country is recovering fast from 
the violent and sudden convulsion into which it has been 
lately thrown. It cannot otherwise be, when we consider 
the immense resources of this vast continent, wielded, as 
they are, by a people whose industry and enterprise ac- 
knowledge no other limit than the very bounds of the 
earth. But the Government must keep its hands off; time 
must be allowed for the system to react, before any new 
or additional pressure can be borne. 

If the necessities of circulation are not strong enough 
now to bring specie into general use, as part of the 
currency, because of the existing collateral demand in 
trade, does it not necessarily follow, that any new de- 
mand will have an additional effect in retarding that gper- 
ation? : 

You create this new demand by the bill under consider- 
ation ; pass it, and you at once increase the premium that 
epecie already bears over the ordinary currency ; you give 
it increased value in the market to the extent of such new 
demand; and to that same extent you postpone the day 
when it can return into use as a part of the circulating 
medium. Unti! that day comes, it is impossible for the 
banks to pay out specie upon their notes; they never can 
do so, until the demand upon them is reduced to a naked 
demand for circulation. If I am correct in this reasoning, 
the best that could be hoped for under the proposed: law 
would be, that it should remain a dead letter upon the 
statute book. 


to supply the temporary absence of revenue. 





I think I have shown that we could have no return to a | 


circulation of specie under its auspices ; and, if this be so, 


do you believe, does any man believe, that the law could | 


be carried into effect ? 

What, sir, that the Government alone should be paid 
in silver and gold, while those who have the payments to 
make receive nothing but irredeemable paper! How vain 
and idle it is to expect any such thing. If, by any chance, 


which all human aflairs are subject, the exigency of the 
times should have passed by, before your policy begins, 
then it might, thus chance-favored, be that the scheme 
could be carried out. But it becomes us not to legislate 
upon such improbable contingencies. I want no better 
evidence of what the Government would be twelve months 
hence, under the operation of this law, than what is now 
daily passing before our eyes. ‘There are, it is said, (and 
I presume with an approximation at least to the truth, ) 
now in this country eighty millions of dollars in coined 
metal. By the existing law, (as there is no bank paper 
convertible into specie,) Government can now receive 
nothing but coin in payment of any part of its revenue. 
I ask, confidently, is any part of that revenue so paid? 
With all this abundance of the precious metals, fully three 
times as much as we have had at any former period, do 
we not all know, that none whatever is paid into the 
Treasury from any source of revenue. I mean none, 
when compared even with the lowest necessity of the pub- 
lic service. The mint, it is true, does furnish a small 


the money which you require is banished, by whatever 
cause, from the channels of circulation. 

I lay down, then, this position, and defy any refutation : 
that the Government must, as a permanent necessity, ceal 
in that currency in which the people deal; it is the law of 
its creation and inseparable from its condition. It must re- 
ceive what the people receive, and pay what they pay—a 
necessity from which Government cannot escape if it would, 
and ought not if it could. 

I speak of this as a permanent necessity, distinguished 
from the necessities of immediate want. It is struggling 
now against this very want, and precisely as any large cap. 
italist might equally do, by using the resources of its credit 
Have we not 
just passed a law, authorizing an issue of ten millions of 
‘Treasury paper, for this very purpose? I mean for the single 
purpose of reserving the Government from the necessity of 
coming down at once to the irredeemable paper of the banks, 
And this only to answer the present emergency ; for it will 
certainly follow, unless that medium can be restored, in 
which alone the Government is allowed to deal, that we 
must issue at least ten millions more, before we return 
home from the ensuing session. Sir, I went cordially with 
you in this use of Government credit; and I will do so again 
should the emergency continue. But I tell you fairly and 
candidly, and I tell the people, too, that this Treasury 
issue is all that saves the Government now from coming 
down at once to bank paper. I say this, sir, because your 
revenue laws, exacting gold and silver, are not and cannot 
be enforced. If you collect any revenue, it can only be in 
that very paper, because there is nothing else to pay with. 

Suppose, then, your law passed, and the currency re- 
main, as under such policy it inevitably must, in the con- 
dition that it now is; what are you todo? If you could 
enforce the law then, I ask why do you not do so now? 

Why do you not now compel your debtors to go into 
market and buy specie, in order to replenish the Treasury ’ 
So far from this, we have now a bill before us, and which 
it is admitted on all hands must pass, to save the Secretary 
from the necessity of so idle an attempt. With more than 
four millions of dollars now due in New York alone, so 


| far from exacting payment, we are about to give further 
or lucky accident, over-ruling those stern necessities to | 


supply, barely sufficient, if at all, to meet those demands | 


which coin alone will satisfy. But this does not come in 
any shape of revenue—far from it. I[t is purchased by 
Government, at market rates, and a premium paid upon 
every dollar that is brought in. Such is the present state 
of things, under the operation of a hard-money law, while 
the only money of the country is in irredeemable paper ; 
and such must ever continue to be your condition, under 
the operation of any laws that you may pass, so loug as 


time on all bonds due and to become due between t's 
time and the next session of Congress. 

I say, then, confidently, pass what law you may, you 
cannot have your revenues paid in specie, so long as it re- 
mains at a premium; and that the very first effect of this 
law, by creating a new demand, would be to increase the 
premium, and thus render permanent the very exigencics 
to which your legislation is now actually yielding. 

But take another view of the subject. Suppose the law 
carried out, what then would follow? The importer, be- 
sides all other charges for freight, insurance, duties, &c., 
is required to pay five or ten per centum for specie to pay 
the duties. Certainly this latter would be added to the 
price of the commodity ; and thus the whole effect of you 
policy would be to tax the people to this extent, in order 
that Government might deal in gold, while they were left 
to struggle on, unaided, against all the ills of worthless }a- 
per money. 

My view of the subject, then, is that, by passing this 
law now, you postpone to an indefinite periud the resump- 
tion of specie payments by the State banks; that until they 
do resume, the law must be inoperative, and the Treasury 
supplied by loans; or, if enforced, lesides creating a new 
and heavy tax upon all foreign merchandise, the sole eflect 
will be to enrich the officeholders, and all who feed upon 
the public crib, at the expense of the rest of the communi- 
ty. I know, sir, that this last cbjection has been scouted 
as mere slang, as part of a mere ‘* rabble,” and unworthy 
of notice. But I tell you that it has never been met, and 
that it cannot be overthrown, Ido not believe (and tha 
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disbelief is founded on the experience of the present day) 
that such a law could be carried out; but if it were, the 
host of Government dependants would grow rich under it. 
They would have money worth five or ten dollars more in 
the hundred than the money used by the people; and 
the people would be taxed to the extent of this five or ten 
dollars in the hundred, to furnish the former with the bet- 
ter currency. 

Now, sir, in all this, my sympathies are with the tax 
payers, and not with the tax gatherers. I go for the inter- 
est of those who are to pay, and not for those who are to 
receive. I cannot agree to anygPolicy which might, and I 
believe would, lead to these results. It is unwise, unjust, 
and unnecessary; and it could not, and ought not, to stand 
one day after those results are ascertained. 

I may express myself strongly, but I do not mean to do 
soharshly. I see mischief and disaster without end, in any 
attempt to legislate now as you would have us do by this 
bill; and it is to save ourselves from utter defeat and shame 
that I beg you to pause with me, and consider the conse- 
quences of such an attempt. 

Let me, before leaving this part of the subject, present 
another view, which, to my mind, increases the difficulties 
to be encountered by the proposed law. I have, so far, 
considered only the demand arising under the accruing rev- 
enue, as that which is to retard the resumption of specie 
payment. But the revenue in arrear, that of which we 
are to postpone the payment, will come heavily in aid to 
increase this demand at the very outset of the new law ; 
to what extent we do not as yet very certainly know, but, 
reasoning from what we do know, the promise is sufficient- 
ly appalling. The duty bonds to be postponed, amount in 


New York alone to more than 7,000,000 dollars, computed | 


to January next, and, including the other cities, to more 
than 10,000,000 dollars; constituting, to such extent, 
whatever it may be, an obstacle at the outset, over and 
above what is to be encountered in its ordinary course. 

I have heard it said, however, that this very demand to 
be created under the law, will have the effect of bringing 
in specie to meet it; and thus it is alleged that the demand 
will occasion the supply. I do not deny this in the least 
degree. 


There is nothing more certain, in every branch of | 


OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 


} 





political economy, than that there will be a supply for the | 


demand. But regard for one instant only what this de- 
mand is, and the fallacy of the reasoning will appear at 
once. It is a market demand which is to produce this sup- 
ply. It is an increase only of the same demand, which 
has already banished coin from circulation ; now it is pur- 
chased for exportation, then it will be purchased for Gov- 
ernment, and the effect will be precisely the same in both 
cases—to give a marketable value to specie as merchan- 
dise, in lieu of the exchangeable value which it would 
otherwise have as money. None will pretend that, because 
Government will pay it out again, it will thereby circulate, 
unless they can find the term circulation fully satisfied in 
a constant round from the custom-house to the broker, and 
from the broker to the custom house. 

Ifit be true, then, that Government cannot command 
the precious metals through its revenue, until they return 
back to circulation, the inquiry remains to be answered, 
how that end is to be attained? . I would answer, first, it 
will be attained even before a very long time, if matters are 


cisely where they now are. 

Let us keep our hands off, and the banks will resume 
as speedily as reviving trade will allow: within that period 
I will not profess to answer; but their course of dealing 
since the suspension evinces the strongest purpose to do 
su, at the earliest practicable day. ‘The Secretary of the 
Treasury tells us, in his report, that since the suspension 
of specie payment, ** the policy pursued by most of them, 
has been favorable to an early discharge of their engage- 


| the powerful aid of State legislation. 
be abandoned now ? 


| people 
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ments to the Treasury and to a resumption of specie pay- 
ments.” And, again, in proof of that position, he says, 
speaking of the deposite banks, that ‘*since the Ist of 
May, their discounts, as a whole, have been reduced about 
$20,388,776; their circulation $4,991,791; and their 
public deposites $15,607,316, while their specie has di- 
minished Jess than $3,000,000.” Such is the encourag- 
ing account which the Secretary himself gives us of these 
institutions. We have already seen the great reduction in 
exchange since our session began, evidencing the rapid ex- 
tinguishment of the foreign debt, and the effects manifest- 
ed by the approaching market fcr the Southern staples. 
Even the presentation of the bill for an issue of Treasury 
paper, had an effect in bringing down exchange. Putting 
all these things together, we may safely argue that the 
evil day is passing by ; and all that I urge upon you is, 
to keep hands off, and let very well alone. 

The resolution of 1816, now in full force, had the effect 
at that day of bringing about a general resumption of 
specie payment by the banks. It will do so again, if its 
operation be unaffected. I have shown you already the 
promise under it. But the bill proposes to repeal that re- 
solution, as the first step in the policy of the new law. 
Then, the attitude of Government towards these institu- 
tions was one of encouragement and confidence. It of- 
fered inducements to them to resume, and invited back the 
confidence of the community. The wisdom of that policy 
was manifested by the result. Now, the very reverse is 
to be attempted; in lieu of confidence, we present dis- 
credit; for encouragement, menaced destruction. I need 
not add, that the same end cannot be obtained by such op- 
posite means. 

But again, sir, there is in this bill an entire departure 
from the great and leading principles of the administration, 
on the subject of the currency. It looks no farther than to 
a supply of specie for the Government and its dependants. 
There is no account taken of the more important object of 
infusing specie into circulation for the common use of the 
Then, the great effort was to enlarge the specie 
basis, by the suppression of small notes. The Govern- 
ment, as the greatest creditor of the banks, sought to ef- 
fect this by the control incident to its large deposite. The 
banks were encouraged in every way to co-operate; and 
the States were appealed to for their aid in the common 
duty of a reform in the currency. 

Many of them, where there was a bank issue under five 
dollars, met the appeal at once, by a direct prohibition to 
that extent. 

But the State of Virginia went farther. She had long 
since realized the benefits of a specie circulation below five 
dollars, by a prohibition of all paper under that amount; 
and, on the very first occasion when the charters of her 
banks would be reached, so recently as during the last 
winter, the prohibition was extended to ten dollars, and to 
take effect at an early day. 

These were the measures then contemplated for the im- 
provement of the currency, and begun to be carried out by 
Why are they to 
It was admitted then, and itis be- 


\-yond all question true, that specie, either in gold or silver, 


will not circulate by the side of paper. If experience of 


| this were wanting, it is abundant in Virginia, in reference 
allowed to remain, as far as Government is concerned, pre- | 


to small notes; as soon as they were expelled by her law, 
silver took their place. And there is no doubt that if her 
policy could be carried out, by the expulsion of all paper 
under twenty dollars, gold would flow at once into 
the vacant channels. All this can yet be done, by a sim- 
ple adherence to the original plan. But your policy is in 
ulter disregard of all such intent. 

The great forcing process now in contemplation, will 
work the very reverse of what was then so strenuously 
urged. It will put all our golden dreams to flight, of the 
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sehen days of hard money, and the States will be com- mitted, then, to such opinions, and having uniformly acted 
pelled, from sheer necessity, tu license once more the very | up to them in every time of trial; in the removal of the 
lowest issue of bank paper. Seeing these things, as I clearly | deposites, through the panic era, and the Executive veto, 
do in prospect, under the operation of the proposed law, I | 1 am not to be frightened’ from what I have taken as the 


can have no choice but to raise my voice against it. path of duty, by the new-born fears even of so distinguish. 
As to so much of the bill as constitutes the collectors of | ed a proselyte. 
the revenue, with the mint and its branches, depositories | ~ I distrust the quarter, sir, whence the denunciation comes, 
} 


of the public money, I have but little to say. It is cer- | I have no confidence in that counsel which springs from 
tainly subject to very strong objections, not the least of | the zeal of recent conversion—opinions that are hastily taken 
which is, the very great increase of patronage to which it | up, are as speedily laid aside, and are worthy of no reliance 
must give rise; and a patronage of the most dangerous in- | whatever. 
fluence, as being so immediately connected with the public | _No, sir, in my humble judgment the danger of recurrence 
money. Neither is this objection at all answered, when it | to a national bank is to be looked for in the very opposite 
is said that the patronage will be less than that exercised quarter: in the immature conception and hurried execu- 
in the intercourse between the Government and the deposite | tion of this sub-Treasury scheme. Ido not mean to pre- 
banks ; because, by the simple substitute of a special for a | dict it, because I would not be understood as disparaging 
general deposite, all patronage will be at once takenaway; the judgment of those who confide more readily than I do. 
and on the score of safety, the difference is incalculable. But suppose they should fail; suppose it should be found 
Whether I regard, then, the pernicious influence whieh impracticable to carry out the new scheme ; thatthe curren- 
this bill must exercise upon the currency, if now enacted | cy should grow worse; that bank paper should continue 
into law, or the inadequacy of its provisions for the sufe- | irredeemable ; and the peuple become wearied out with your 
keeping of the money, I am equally constrained to withhold | rigid exaction of coin from them, whiie nothing but paper 
my assent. In the first aspect, it has never been submitted | is paid to them: I ask you, and I put it to the serious 
to the country, and has had very little consideration here. | consideration of the country, what remedy would then be 
The innovation is too great, the transition too vivlent, from | feund? You could not fall back upon the State banks, 
all previous usage, to be thus suddenly met. They had just been divorced, and common decency would 
The people are too deeply interested in the consequences forbid the new espousal. Where, then, would you find 
which may follow, to have this usage changed, without refuge? Why, sir, as was done once before, in the arms of 
the most matured consideration. For myself, sir, [ want | a national bank, and nowhere else. 
to go home from this whole subject, reinfecta. It isa new { am not at all answered in the objections thus advanced, 
proposition, presented for the first time, in an imposing | when I am told that my apprehensions of this failure are 
form by the late message, and, before adopted, should be | without foundation. You relied as confidently when 
well and thoroughly canvassed before the country. The | the public money was transferred to the State banks, that 
President himsel!, in proposing it, invites, and the subject | they would not fail. Every official report and every State 
is well worthy of, the fullest deliberation. | paper was replete with their commendation. We were 
Let it be discussed, then, as it will be, and as all great | told that they were equal to every emergency, in the fiscal 
public measures ought to be, by the people themselves in | operations of the Government, and furnished its best and 
their primary assemblies, and through the press, before it | safest reliance. And yet, within two short vears, the whole 


is enacted into law. | system is denounced as an entire failure. What better as- 
No inconvenience can possibly arise from this postpone- | surance can you give us now than you offered then? 
ment; first, because the time must necessarily be short, as Why may not your new scheme fail? I believe that it 


Congress will be again in session, within six weéks from | must, inevitably must, if attempted now. And when it 
the adjournment. And, secondly, because the whole sys- | does fail, I can imagine no possible resource left, but that 
tem proposed is now, under the late orders of the T'reasury, which our new convert so earnestly deprecates. I pray 
in as full and complete operation, as if specially ordained | you to excuse me, then, if I do not see with his eycs. 

by the law under consideration. The Secretary has already Sir, in attempting these sub-Treasuries now, the Gov- 
adopted it, in the exigency of the occasion, under the dis- | ernment, if I may so express it, is retreating to the ci/adel 
cretion given to him by the law organizing the Treasury | at once, in the great battle with a natioral bank. I see 
Departwent. ‘There is no occasion, then, for this great nothing but danger in the attempt—opinions differ amongst 
haste, and there is every reason why we should forbear. your best and ablest advisers, whether you can now make 

We are told, however, by an honorable member from | the position good; and if you do not, there is no escape, 
South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens, ] that, by our opposition to no choice, but in unconditional surrender. 
the present bill, we are strengthening the interest of that One word more, sir, to the honorable member from South 
party which seeks the re-establishment of a national bank. | Carolina, and to those to whom this portion of his address 
This suggestion, sir, has come from a very remarkable | is directed. I understand him as making an appeal to the 
quarter. [ do not allude now tothe member from Carolina, | democrats of the North, to rally around this sub-Treasury 
but to a distinguished statesman from the same State, in the | scheme, as their surest and safest protection against the 
other wing of the Capitol. The sub-treasuries, it is said, | oppression of Northern capitalists. He tells them that 
must be ordained at once, as the only safeguard against the | they are looked upon as the natural allies of the South, 
restoration of a great national banking institution ; and this | because their labor holds the same position to capital in 
ratiocination seems to be thrown out as a sort of bugbear, | their country that our slaves hold to their owners at the 
to frighten us into instant submission. South. 

Sir, in my humble sphere at home, or in the halls of our How these Northern democrats may relish the doctrines 
State Legislature, my opinions on the subject of a federal | of their new ally, I need venture no prediction. I doubt 
bank need no new confession. Ihave ever been an un- | whether they can he brought to rally around the standard 
compromising foe to any such institution. I believe the | of a leader, who denies them any place, even in the coin- 
existence of such a bank is inconsistent with the purity, | mon seale of humanity. 
and dangerous to the safety of popular government. I have Is it upon pr inciples such as these, that the Northern 
ever opposed it, inevery form, on grounds of expediency; | democracy is invoked to lend their aid to the measures cun- 
and, what is above all, to fix and confirm that opposition, I templated by this bill? These are they, I presume, who 
entertain no doubt whatever that it has no sanction, either | are appealed to in the occasional addresses of certain news- 
in the spirit or the letter of the constitution. Strongly com- papers, as the ‘‘ democracy of numbers,” contradistin- 
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guished, we find now, olleee any drammnay of men—who 
hold no place in the thinking, acting part of the commu- 
nity, but are classed as mere dead weight, to be thrown at 
will into either scale of the political balance. 

If there be any such party in our favored land, I thank 
Heaven that it is unknown in the quarter of the country 
from whence I come. We have there, sir, J] am proud to 
say, as honest and sturdy a race of democrats as ever the 
sun shone upon. Of intelligent, thinking, independent, 
and free men; each doing and acting for himself in all 
questions of public interest; having perfect equality of 
right, and participating, to the fullest extent of a free 
citizen, in the direction and control of all public affairs. 

This, sir, is the character of the democracy with which 
I am familiar; nor [ apprehend are our true Northern de- 
mocrats of a texture any whit inferior. But I desire my 
constituents at least to know to what sort of democracy the 
merits of this bill are addressed by its friends. Not to in- 
telligent and thinking men, but to a class who are counted 
only by their numbers, and are estimated to have no in- 
fluence in public affairs, save as a mass holding a certain 
position toward capital. 

{Mr. Prcxens here asked the floor, and was understood 
to say, that he did not lay down the proposition as broadly 
as was stated by Mr. Mason. He meesnt only to say, that 
the tendency of the institutions at the North wis to or- 
ganize capital, and to make labor tributary to it; and, un- 
less such tendency were checked, 
labor there to a state of vassalage. ] 

Having thus given my objections to the passage of any 
law at this time, which has not for one of its principal 
objects a reformation of the currency, or, I should more 
properly say, which will not by its operation lead back 
the banks to a resumption of payment, I proceed briefly 
to'suggest what my opinions are of the ultimate attitude 
which the Government should assume towards these insti- 
tutions. I have no expectation or belief, notwithstanding 
the cry which has been raised against the banks, through 
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would finally reduce | 
















ment these institutions can be destroyed. It is not in your 
power to do so, sir, if you would; and, if attempted by 
any means, direct or indirect, every effort that you could 
make would eventuate in defeat. T hey are created by the 
States—are incorporated, and have life given to them by 
their separate law—for their being they lean upon the 
States, and are as entirely independent of you, as you can 
ever become of them. Most of the States have a large 
moneyed interest in their stock, and participate largely in 
their management by the immediate appointment of di- 
rectors. 

Virginia has an immense fund invested in her banks, 
the income from which is appropriated to education, to in- 
ternal improvement, and to other favorite objects of her 
State policy. Besides all which, the banks of each State 
furnish to each the entire paper circulation within its bor- 
ders—a source of profit in which the States themselves 
largely participate. 
are so closely interwoven now, in all their relations with 
State interests, that they cannot be eradicated, even by the 
power upon which they depend for existence. 

They enter largely into, and influence to a great extent, 
all the elements which affect the trade of the country ; and 
thus, whether you are connected with, or divorced from 
them, whenever trade or the course of exchange (in which 
they largely deal) is deranged or injured, your finances 
will be immediately affected. You may be divorced from 
them @ mensa, and a vinculis, and should a period ever 
occur again, when there is a general suspension of specie 
payment, your ‘T'reasury will stop payment in unison with 
the banks, precisely as it has done now; and the only dif- 
ference between you will be, that they will stop payment 
a3 a measure of precaution, and you from necessity. 











OF DEBA' TES IN CONGRESS. 


| the Southern and Western States, which is styled ‘* un- 


bankas, was locked up in sub-treasuries in gold and silver. 


| suddenly transferred from one quarter of the country to 


the press and otherwise, that by any action of this Govern. | 


For good or for ill, then, these banks | 
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tow, then, emphatically, that the present embarrassed 
condition of the ‘T'reasury is not owing to its connexion 
with the banks. You have not now money enough to the 
credit of the Government, in all the banks north of the 
Potomac put together, (the quarter where the principal 
revenue is collected, ) to carry on the Government for two 
weeks. The Treasury is without money ; not because the 
banks have stopped payment, but because its supplies are 
cut off. Its revenue is stagnant in the hands of its debt- 
ors, and not in the vaults of the banks. There is money 
enough due to you, but you cannot get it in, and so it is 
precisely with the banks. You and they are both obliged, 
being operated upon by the same causes, to give time to 
your debtors, and to wait for the reaction of trade, the re- 
vival of commerce, before you can again get afloat. 

Neither is this reasoning at all weakened by the fact 
that you have some five or six millions yet on deposite in 


available’—meaning that you cannot command it for use. 

You cannot command it, simply because you have no use 
for it in the place where it is. In the Northern and East- 
ern States, where you had use for the money, you have 
withdrawn it rapidly since the su-pension, and so you 
would have dene from those South and West, could vou 
have used the money at the place where it was. Suppose, 
then, that this money, instead of being on deposite in the 


ee eel 


Five or six millions of bullion is too large a sum to be 


| the other without producing very serious effects upon the 
trade and business of those places whence it is taken; and 
yet you would have no other resource whatever in order 
to make it ‘‘ available,” but to bring it away in bulk, 
transporting it at heavy cost across the country from the 
place where it was collected to the place where it was 
wanted. 

You could not command a dollar by means of exchange; 
for the very causes that now make your deposite ‘* un- 
available” there, have run up exchange to rather more than 
the expenses of transportation. And thus that whole fund, 
even if now in gold and silver, and in sub-treasuries to 
boot, would be just as unavailable to Government, in the 
present condition of the country, as their deposite is in the 
banks mentioned. Government would not attempt to bring 
away the metal. The country would not allow itself to be 
thus drained ; or, if it were done, the very operation would 
open the people’s eyes to the working of the machinery, 
and all would cry out against it. No, sir; if this whole 
‘‘unavailable fund” in the South and West were now lock- 
ed up there in gold and silver, sooner than encounter the 
| cost and risk of tfansportation, and the clamor that would 
| be raised against it in those States, we should go quietly 
| tu work, as we are now doing, and issue ‘Treasury notes 
to answer in its place, until the restoration of trade to its 
| accustomed channels would allow its being made available 
| by the use of bills of exchange. 

Treating the banks, then, as they certainly are, institu- 
| tions dependent for their being upon the States alone, and 
yet exercising so important an influence upon the trade 
and business of the country, it becomes us next to inquire 
what is the best and safest relation in which the Govern- 
| ment can place itself toward them, to avoid, as far as 
| may be, a recurrence of the evils under which we now 
labor. 

In the first place, I see no prior necessity, either as re- 
gards the welfare of the Government or the banks, for any 
connexion between them whatsoever. A sudden and vio- 
lent separation, such as is contemplated by this bill, T have 
already said would, in my judgment, be impracticable in 
the present condition of the country. I believe the tran- 
sition (from the state of things which such a ‘divorce” 
would create) would be a national bank, as inevitably as 
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tein vation cok omniaden a aaa always seek relief in 
despotism. 

The process of separation must be gradual after it is 
commenced.’ And its commencement must await the en- 
tire recovery of trade, accompanied, as such recovery will 
be, by a sound and healthful currency ; that isto say, a 
currency, so far as it is paper, convertible into specie at 
will, 

The Government may, I think, under such circumstan- 
ces, and at such time, confine its receipts to gold and sil- 
ver, and withhold its revenue, while resting between col- 
lection and disbursement, from all use, whether of banks 
or others. 

Iam aware that strong objections hold to keeping so 
much money idle as would remain permanently on hand 
under any system that may be adopted. But my decided 
impression is, nevertheless, that the patronage and politi- 
cal influences with which its use by these corporations 
must be attended, together with the great incentive which 
it offers to overtrading, are objections far stronger. And 
from such inaction of the public money I should look for 
another great practical good. It would invite, in the most 
urgent manner, as a fixed policy, a scale of revenue re- 
duced to the lowest standard of the most economical ad- 
ministration. 

And again: by confining its receipts to gold and silver, 
the collection of the revenue would exercise a salutary 
control over the issue of the State banks. It would do so, 
by presenting at their doors, to the extent of that demand, 
always an inexorable creditor—a curb sadly wanted by the 
banks in their late career. ‘The receipt by Government of 
gold and silver only, after the paper medium becomes free- 
ly and immediately convertible into coin, presents nothing 
inconsistent with the position that Government must deal 


the same. 

But I can see no advantage, and on the contrary a fruit- 
ful source of mischief, in making Government officers the 
keepers of the cash. Place about them what guards you 
may, in the shape of commissioners, inspectors, or what- 
ever else, peculation will be endless. There is no security 
in it, and it will involve heavy and unnecessary expense. 
The chief and over-ruling objection, however, is the end- 
less source of patronage to which it would give rise. Make 
the machinery as simple as you may, and open to view, 
wherever money is, temptation will creep in, and corrup- 
tion in every form following at its heels. But the money 
can be safely kept, under the most ample security, and freed 
from every objection of patronage or political influence, by 
a simple system of special deposites in the State banks, re- 
muining always in specie, the separate property of the 
Government, and paid out in kind upon drafts from the 
Treasury. 

I have thus stated my objections candidly and fairly to the 
bill. They go more to its peculiar machinery, and to the 
time at which it is brought forward, than to its general 
scope as a measure of State policy in the sabject which it 
is intended to affect. There is no sufficient reason, as I 
have already declared, satisfactory to my mind at least, 
why it should be passed now at the close of a short and 
hurried session. And I take leave of it, therefore, in the 
confident hope that this great subject of the relations be- 
tween bank and State will, at a future -day, be presented 
in such form as will unite those counsels which are now 
so unhappily divided. 

When Mr. Mason had concluded— 

Mr. ROBERTSON, of Virginia, addressed the chair as 
follows : 

Mr. Chairman: As the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. Lecarr] has declined for the present occupying the 
floor, and no other gentleman seems disposed to address 
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the committee, I avail myself of the occasion to ask a share 
of its attention. Before attempting to express my views, 
permit me, sir, to advert to an amendment which | had 
the honor, some two weeks past, to ay upon the table, 
and which, with some modifications, it is still niy wish, 
at a proper time, to present. 

{Mr. Ronratson here requested that the Clerk might 
read a part of his proposed amendment. } 

My proposition, sir, substantially is, that the public 
treasure shall be placed as a special deposite in the local 
banks. 

The bill before us, Mr. Chairman, presents for our con- 
sideration twu questions, essentially distinct, which, how- 
ever, seem frequently confounded: one, as to the medium 
in which the public daes should be paid; the other as to 
the manner in which they should be kept. The one is a 
question of currency : the other of custody merely. 

Agreeing, sir, with my colleague, [Mr. James M. Ma- 
soNn,| that no Government ought to exact from the people 
a currency which they cannot command without a heavy , 
sacrifice, I am prepared to go farther than he is. After so 
strongly. protesting against such a policy, he must pardon 
me for saying that in insisting, as he does, on specie, or 
the notes of specie paying banks, he runs counter to his 
own doctrine. There is but little difference between his 
scheme, indeed, and that of the bill before us, which he 
denounces as oppressive. The only difference is, that he 
would permit the whole revenue to be. paid in notes of 
specie paying banks, whereas this bill permits three-fourths 
only for the ensuing year, gradually diminishing the pro- 
portion, until, at the end of four years, specie only shall 
be received. But at this time, and until the banks shall 
oper. their vaults, both propositions are equally oppressive ; 


| for until that shall happen, and no man can foretell the 
in the same currency in which the people deal, because | i 


coin and paper immediately convertible are substantially | 


day, there can be no nutes of specie paying banks, and 
gold and silver therefore is exacted by bota. To afford 
any effectual relief, we must receive such currency as tle 


| people can procure; we should take from them until the 


resumption of specie payments by the banks, such notes 
as they take from each other; such as the State govern- 
ments receive in payment of public dues—provided they 
be not too greatly depreciated. If gentlemen can insure 
a speedy resumption, it may be well to insist on gold and 
silver, or the notes of banks which pay it out; but to ex- 
act either at this time, is to be guilty of the very oppres- 
sion my colleague so justly denounces. The only remedy 
for the evil which those who have the power propose to 
apply, is to be found in the plan they have adopted of is- 
suing Treasury notes. _The manufactory of paper money 
just established in Washington, is to afford us a currency 
adequate to all our wants. My colleague, who supported 
the measure, disavows any design of creating this curren- 
cy with a view to circulation. I am glad that he does. 
But the object has been explicitly avowed by many of its 
friends on this floor. We have been told by the l’resident 
that eight or ten millions will suffice for public payments; 
and, with the view of meeting those payments, we author- 
ize the issue of ten millions in ‘T'reasury notes. It only 


| requires authority to continue them in circulation, by a re- 


issue, to supply the whole annual revenue, Should this 
system become established, all the channels that lead to 
the Treasury will be supplied with our new paper money, 
and not’ a dollar of specie, in all probability, find its way 
to it, except what may flow from the miut. This is the 
plan of our hard-money Government; and, to reconcile us 
to it, the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. McKim,] by a 
strong figure of speech, calls this paper gold and silver. 

I do not profess to measure the consequences of this 
new issue of paper money. I believe it to be calculated, 
if not intended, to throw discredit upon the State banks, 
and am unwilling myself to engage in a war upon them 
All the States have adopted the policy of banking. Theit 
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right to do this none will question: they have a deep in- 
terest in their respective banking institutions. ‘The State 
represented by myself and colleagues has invested in them 
her funds for education and internal improvement. Un- 
der these circumstances, it is not in our place to read 
homilies to the State governments on the impolicy of 
banks, nor to do any thing here in our representative charac- 
ter, with the view of crippling or destroying them. On 
the contrary, within our constitutional power, we should 
rather endeavor to restore their credit and stability. 

As for that part of the dill which directs in what cur- 
rency the public dues shall be paid in all time to come, it 
seems to me unnecessary and premature. We need not 
legislate in this matter for posterity ; nor even for the next 
three or four years. The present state of the currency is 
such, that we should act more wisely to leave this ques- 
tion to those who will come after us, and content our- 
selves with providing for the present emergency. But, 
sir, I waive the subject of currency, as one in regard to 
which the Government has already settled its policy, and 
pass on to the other very interesting question presented by 


the bill—that relating to the custody of the public money. | 


The plan which I have had the honor of suggesting— 
by no means, however, of originating—that of specially 
depositing the public funds in the local banks, is essential- 
ly different, not only from the bill, but also from the 
amendment of my colleague, [Mr. Gartanp.] It main- 


tains the principle of separating this Government, both in | 


its pecuniary and political concerns, from banking corpora- 
tions, which my colleague’s amendment, providing for a 
general deposite, does not, and at the same time secures 
the public treasure from the risk to which the bill subjects 
it, by leaving it in the custody of individuals. We have 
already experienced the ruinous consequences of leaving 
the vast revenues of the Government in the banks as a 
basis for banking operations. ‘The plan of special depos- 
ites, if adopted, will prevent their recurrence for the future; 
and prevent, too, the no less serious evils which may be 
anticipated from suffering these immense treasures to re- 
main in the hands of our revenue officers. There is every 
reason to fear that those officers wilt themselves use the 
money, as the deposite banks have done, by way of loan 
and discount, or be tempted to employ it in private specu- 
lations. ‘The instances of such abuses are, unfortunately, 
but too frequent. I must say, however, that those alluded 
to by my colleague, [Mr. Gartanp,] as having occurred 
in Virginia, do not justify the use he has made of them to 
show that his plan of general deposite in bank is exempt 
from danger; for they occurred under that very system, 
and not, as he seems to have swpposed, under a system te- 


sembling what is called the sub-Treasury. The same 


Sub-Treasury Bill. 








| 


may be said of the almost innumerable defaults in the | 


Post Office. 
temptation, and the danger to which the public treasure 
must be always exposed under the most guarded regula- 
tiun ; and, it must be acknowledged, apply with increased 
force to the scheme contained in the bill. 

There are but three modes suggested of providing for 
the custody of the public money; by placing it in bank as 


Still, they péove the difficulty of resisting | 


All agree, Mr. Chairman, that a national bank, at this 
time, is inexpedient and unattainable. Yet no one can be 
so blind as not to see that the friends of such an institution 
have it in full prospect. ‘The whole course of the debate 
during the present session, proves that they by no means 
despair of its ultimate establishment. Elaborate arguments 
have been urged with a view to forestal public opinion. | 
must, therefore, sir, ask the indulgence of the committee, 
not to enter at length into the examination of a subject so 
thoroughly investigated by the ablest statesmen, that an 
idea can scarcely be presented that has not been repeatedly 
presented before ; but to glance at the grounds upon which 
it is urged, and the reasons which render it the object with 
me of apprehension and aversion. 

The power te establish a national bank is deduced from 
various clauses in the constitution. No one pretends that 
it is granted in express terms; and the variety of sources 
from whence it is inferred, is a strong argument against the 
pretension. We are referred to the clause which autho- 
tizes Congress to regulate commerce with foreign nations 
and among the several States. The term regulate, is ex- 
pounded as synonymous with facilitate, and then the grant 
of power is made out without difficulty; for banks, none 
will deny, facilitate commerce ; and so, it may be asserted 
with equal truth, do ships, and canals, and roads; and the 


| conclusion to which we arrive that Congress may incor- 


porate a bank, is equally strong in favor of the right to 
build ships or incorporate companies for constructing roads 
and canals ; and this conclusion, accordingly, Mr. Hamilton 
and the federalists have always adopted. It leads us still 
farther: for it would justify, as indeed Mr. Hamilton as- 
serts, the power to incorporate companies to carry on a 
foreign trade, and, as may upon the same principles be 
inaintained, to incsrporate companies to carry on agricul- 
tural pursuits—for commerce is essentially dependent upon 
agriculture, and, indeed, cannot exist without it. The ar- 
gument that proves all this, proves too much; and, prov- 
ing too much, proves nothing. 

But Congress may coin money and regulate its value, 
and, therefore, may establish a bank. Making bank notes 
is not, in the sense of the constitution, or in any sense, 
**coining money.” It would be a reflection upon the un- 
derstanding of those who framed the constitution, to sup- 
pose they did not know the meaning of the terms they used. 
If to issue paper be to coin money, then every State bank 
has exercised thie high prerogative of sovereignty, and 
usurped the power exclusively conferred upon Congress. 
Printing or stamping paper is not coining, more than a bit 
of worthless paper so printed or stamped, is really what the 
gentleman from Maryland terms it, gold and silver. I will 
not admit, sir, that bank paper or Treasury paper is a 
coinage ; but I fear that in establishing this manufactory of 
paper money the friends of State rights have done the very 
act which they denounce. They have established a bank— 
the worst of all banks—a Government bank. Let gentle- 
men turn to the able argument of Mr. Hamilton—for able 


| it unquestionably is—and they will find that one of his 


a general deposite, or as a special deposite ; or leaving it | 


in the hands of individuals. I prefer the plan of special 


your table, and the amendment, imperfect and exception- 
able as itis, I must say, unequivocally, I will take that 


which insures a separation rather than that which perpet- | 
uates the union between the Government and the banks— | 


between political power and moneyed capital. I hope, sir, 
the measure in its present shape will not be forced upon 
us. Itis because I wish the principle to be successfully 
carried into practice, that I object to a plan almost certain, 
by its failure, to give a triumph to its enemies, and pave 
the way for a national bank, 


| ury notes as thut which we have recently created, 
deposite ; but if compelled to select between the bill upon | 


| strongest reasons in favor of the right to incorporate a na- 


tional bank is deduced from the power, which he contends 
they possess, to establish just such a manufactory of Treas- 
As- 
suming that power, which he considers in essence the 
power to engage in banking operations, he readily and 
plausibly at least contends, that if to create a bank be law- 
ful, it cannot be unlawful to incorporate it. Sir, Twill 
not say that; but I will say, if it be lawful to create a bank, 
it is wholly immaterial whether the power to incorporate it 
exist or not. It is the banking principle to which I am 
opposed, not the mode in which it shall be carried into 
practice; or rather, I would say, this power to engage in 
banking operations, is more odious when exercised directly 
by the Government, than when exercised through the ins 
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strumentality of a corporate body. One man may bea 
banker, as well as a corporate body ; a Government as well 
as an individual. Gentlemen war against the power of in- 
corporation ; but the real danger is in the power of banking; 
and of all the modes of which that power can be exercised, 
the most odious, I repeat, and the most dangerous, is that 
by its own direct agency ; in other words, a Government or 
Treasury bank, such as we have just created. 

Gentlemen tell us again, that all duties must be uniform, 
and that this provision presupposes the right to establish a 
national bank. No, sir, it requires nothing more than to 
exert the power vested in Congress to coin money and re- 
gulate its value. When this is done, all duties are easily 
made uniform by requiring them to be paid in the same 
currency, or in other equivalents, It requires no bank to 
do that. 

There is -yet another ground: the plea which justifies 
every usurpation—the plea of necessity. Congress may 
make all laws necessary and proper to carry into effect its 
granted powers ; and we are told that a bank is necessary to 
enable the Government to collect and disburse its revenue. 
I deny the necessity or propriety of such an institution for 
such a purpose. ‘I'hat institution cannot be regarded as 
necessary or proper, in the contemplation of the constitution, 
which did not exist for years after it was adopted ; without 
which we conducted our fiscal operations from 1811 to 
1816, and from 1832 to the present moment. We have 


the authority, too, of Mr. Madison, recently after its | 


adoption, uncontradicted, that the power to grant corpora- 
tions was applied for, and refused. It would be a reflection 


upon the understanding of the sages. who framed that in- | 


strument, to hold that the incorporation of a bank was ne- 


cessary and proper, and yet that all power of incorporating | 


such an institution was denied. 

Sir, to assert the necessity of such an institution is to 
fly in the face of facts, and to endow Congress with a dis- 
cretionary power to do whatever they may choose to de- 
clare necessary. It is to assume absolute and unlimited 
power. 

If the constitutional right of Congress, however, sir, 
were undisputed, I should still oppose a national bank as 
inexpedient. I concur, sir, most fully, with my colleague, 
{Mr. Hunrenr,] that the credit system needs no artificial 
stimulus; or, if it does, that it has no claim to derive its 
aliment from the public treasure. I am no enemy to the 
credit system within its legitimate bounds: that credit which 
rests upon anticipated returns of capital or labor will de- 
serve aid and encouragement ; but a credit having no such 
solid foundations leads to far different results. ‘The facili- 
ties afforded by an unlue increase of banking capital, often 
tempt those who rest solely on borrowed means to engage 
in wild and reckless adventures; speculations in fancy 


stocks, in lands yielding no produce, in cities without a | 


house, harbors without a ship. If the gambler in these 


lotteries should fail, the loss falls on the laborer or the | 


His | 


capitalist. 
palaces rise like exhalations, and he lolls in his magnificent 
coach, while the farmer or the mechanic, often with ten 
times his substantial capital, can scarcely afford an humble 
dwelling or a one-horse chaise. 

But the gentleinan from New York [Mr. Horrman] 
informs us that the creditsystem works well; not, I believe, 
sir, just at present. Doubtless it has worked well, through 
the aid of the Bank of the United States; at least in the 
North, and so it may again. But what has been its 
effects at the South? Upon this subject, my friend from 
South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] has given us some inter- 
esting details. Li 


If he succeed, it is often at their expense. 


South before and since the establishment of the first national 
bank, and you will not fail to be struck with the rapid ad- 
vance of the Northern States compared with the Southern. 
It may be that other causes have conspired to increase the 
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| relative prosperity of the North, and depress the South, 
| But the result is most striking. Virginia, with one of the 
| finest harbors in the Union—with three large rivers leading 
to the interior; rich as she is in vegetable and mineral 
wealth—is tributary to the North for most of the foreign 
goods she consumes. And is it not reasonable to suppose 
that much of this may be attributable to the cause I have 
mentioned? Would not the necessary effect of such an 
institution be to afford superior facilities to those among 
whom its capital was principally divided, and render it im 
possible that the Southern merchant could come in comp: 

tition with the Northern ? 

There is another and obvious injury which a national 
bank may inflict upon the South. The able man who pre- 
sided over the last, has boasted, it is said, of his power, 
whenever he pleased, to crush the banking institutions of 
the States. This power-—the power materially to affect 
our prosperity, by sudden expansions or contractions of its 
loans—may never be exerteds But it is one too dangerous 
to be entrusted with those whose interests are not indenti 
fied with our own. Money, sir, it has been often and well 
said, is power. We should not be satisfied to look at the 
mere expediency of the moment! We should look to the 
future, as well asto the past. In all free States, collisions 
may be expected to arise. An oppressive tariff has once, 
already, nearly shaken our confederacy to its centre, and 
brought us to the very verge of civil war. A restless band 
at the North are even now plotting the destruction of our 
domestic institutions. We have heard of a Pennsylvania 
| legion of ten thousand ready to draw the sword at the com- 
mand of the Executive. Such threats should not disturb 
us; but for one, sir, I frankly declare that I should be un- 
willing the South should contribute the means which may 
be employed for her own destruction. A national bank 
was never a favorite measure in Virginia. Even in 1816, 
though many yielded to the pressure of the times, a mo- 
jority of her delegation voted against it, and in 179), 
when the original sin was committed, it received the sup- 
| port of but three members of the entire representation 

from the south side of the Potomac. I trust the attempt 
will never again succeed. 
I say not this, sir, in an invidious spirit, or with any 
unkind feeling to the North. But the common treas- 
ure—the credit of the Government—should not be made 
the means of aggrandizing one section of the Union exclu- 
sively, still less made the instrument of oppression to 
another. It is for these reasons, Mr. Chairman, I hav 
no desire to see a national bank ever re-established. Sin 
cerely approving the principle which the bill upon your 
table proposes to carry into practice, I would have it as 
free as possible from all serious objection; that this Gov- 
ernment may be once again, and forever, separated from any 
direct interest in the business of banking corporations, ani 
| they cease to have any influence over the political move- 
nents of the Government. ‘That principle, assailed as it 
has been by argument and ridicule, every friend of our 
free institutions should wish to see successfully adopted. 
It is not, as my colleague [Mr. Wiss] supposes, a novel 
one, originating in an agrarian spirit. It claims a much 
loftier origin. It received the sanction, many years ago, 
of Mr. Jefferson. Sir, it is my habit to lean upon the au- 
thority of great names: but it may be regarded as among 
| the evil auguries of the times, that the opinions of M: 

Jeflerson are made the theme of ridicule, while the ultra 
| federal doctrines of Mr. Hamilton are quoted with appro- 
| bation in this hall. No man was ever more ardently de- 
| voted to the cause of liberty than Mr. Jefferson; few eve: 
possessed a more vigorous or original mind, or more inde- 
pendentiy expressed the opinions he entertained. It is to 
him, as much at least as to any of the great statesmen of 
his day, that we are indebted for what is most valuable in 
the free institutions under which we live. 
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But, sir, we need not the aid of his name to vindicate 
the principle we maintain. Our own history gives us 
proofs that it is neither a new idea, nor had its birth in a 
factious spirit. We need only go back to the session of 
1834 to find it supported by men whose patriotism and 
sound republican principles will not be questioned. Early 
in that session, Mr. Gamble, of Georgia, moved an inqui- 
ry into the practicability of dispensing with banks in our 
fiscal operations. Subsequently, when the deposite bill 
was before the House, General Gordon, then my colleague, 
proposed his plan for what is now called the sub-Treasury. 
Approving the principle, but believing it imperfect in de- 
tails, I had the honor of submitting a motion to recommit 
the bill, with instructions to amend it so as to dispense 
with bank agency. On this motion the yeas and nays 
were called : ninety-one members, including General Gor- 
don himself, and the opposition party almust to a man, 


voted in favor of the motion ; one hundred and fifteen, al- | 
most exclusively the friends of the administration, voted | 


against it. Were those who sustained it agrarians, or ac- 


tuated by a spirit of factious opposition? None will assert | 
it. For myself, I can truly say the motion was made in | 


good faith. It was pleced upon the ground of the insecu- 
rity and danger, both in a pecuniary and political view, of 


a connexion between this Government and banking corpo- | 


rations. On the contrary, the administration party derided 
the proposition ; those particularly who have since occu- 
pied conspicuous stations in the House. The present 
Speaker, then chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, warmly commended the State banks as every way 
competent, and worthy of all confidence. The present 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG] also opposed it. He has reminded us of his 
speech, in which he said he concurred with me in the prin- 
ciple, but did not think that the proper time to assert it. 
Yes, sir, I remember it well. He approved the principle, 
but refused to carry it into practice. i 
the proposition, and voted against it. The bill providing 
for a general deposite of public money in the State banks 
was passed. 


power. But, sir, strange to say, those who, seemingly at 


least, favored the principle of separation, now denounce it | 


as factious and chimerical ; and its opponents have become 
its warmest advocates. Itis not for me to question the 
sincerity of either party. That is between them and their 
consciences. We have to do here with measures, not mo- 
tives. I think now, as I thought then; and will not change 
my course, because the administration party, or the oppo- 
sition party, may think fit to change theirs. 
so far enlisted under the banners of either, as to give up 


the exercise of my own judgment, nor consented to sub- | 
mit to the dictation of any party, or of any man in this | 


House, or in the other House, or in the White House. 
Still less will I yield up the convictions of my own mind, 
because my political adversaries have acknowledged their 
truth. The experience of the last two years kas been 
enough to open their eyes ; and J will hope, sir, they have 
seen their error. T’o adhere to an opinion, when reason 
and experience show it to be erroneous, is to be a bigot or 
a hypocrite. 
own principles, and act in opposition to their own judg- 
nent, are slaves, mere puppets, moved by the will of an- 
other. Maelzel could construct a House of Representatives 


as fit to exercise the functions of legislators—yes, sir, speak- 


er, orators, and all, down to the previous question. 

But itis asked, why legislate upon the subject now? 
The separation has taken place, and the sub-Treasury 
scheme is in full operation. ‘True, sir, but how has this 
been effected ? 
Is it not obvious, too, that this plan itself, as now practised, 
is insecure, and stands in need of legislative provisions ? 

It is the duty of Congress to provide for the safety of the 
Vor. XIV.—90 


| banns had never been celebrated. 





He spoke in favor of | 


It was the favorite measure of the party in | 


I have never | 


It is equally true that those who desert their | 


By the simple mandate of the Executive. | 





public treasure. We cannot justify ourselves if we aban- 
don it to the control of the Executive. Itis a power never 
safely entrusted to any but the immediate representatives 
of the people. Yet our legislation is almost wholly shaped, 
so far as concerns the revenue, by the other House, or by 
the Executive. We have even received bills for raising 
supplies from the Senate almost without a murmur. The 
bill for depositing the surplus with the States, it has been 
said, was amended at the White House, so as to meet the 
views of the President. Look, sir, to the history of the 
Treasury circular—a measure adopted in known opposition 
to the will of Congress, and the act repealing it pocketed 
by the President, and, for aught we know, now at the Her- 
mitage. Look to the course pursued for years past, in re- 
gard to the custody of the public money—removed from 
the place where you had appointed it to be kept, to places 
you had never authorized to receive it. Yes, sir, you had 
ordained a union between the Government and the na- 
tional bank; not, perhaps, strictly in the bonds of lawful 
matrimony. This union lasted for years; it was severed 
by the Executive fiat ; our Chief Magistrate cut the knot 
with as little ceremony as Henry VIII, and then took up 
with almost as many wives as surrounded King Solomon— 
forty or more—eighty, sir, it is said around me. The State 
banks came into favor. It was an illicit connexion; the 
We were called upon 
to sanction both acts—the divorce, and the new union, and 
we complied most obediently. The State banks, in turn, 
have given offence, by too faithfully obeying the orders of 
their lord and master; and now the royal edict has gone 
forth, and the cry is ‘* off with their heads.” The cham- 
ber of Blue Beard never exhibited a more bloody spectacle. 
Yes, sir, in little more than two years, these new favorites 


| are discarded ; and, after the flattering picture drawn of the 


entire security of the State banks, we now behold upon 
our table a bill to settle up our accounts with the late de- 
positories of the public money. The Executive has again 
taken the public treasure into its keeping, or, rather, has 
scattered it throughout the land, without the authority of 
law, in the hands of thousands of individuals. I repeat, 
sir, it does not become us to leave it in that condition. 
We may avoid the danger to which it is exposed, in my 
humble judgment, by placing it as a special deposite in the 
local banks, and, in making that deposite preserve, sub- 
| stantially, the principle which the sub-Treasury scheme is 
designed to assert. Special deposites no more imply any 
| pecuniary or political union between the Government and 
the banks, than such a union would spring from employing 
a railroad or steamboat company to transport the mail or 
munitions of war. I trust, therefore, sir, we shall have 
the aid of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to amend the bill in the way f have had the honor 
to suggest. It would be the most effectual means of ren- 
dering the measure successful, and putting an end to the 
hopes of those who look to its failure as resulting in the 
establishment of a national bank. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, thought it his duty to make 
sone remarks on the amendment he had proposed. After 
replying to some arguments of his colleague in relation to 
the Virginia banks, he adverted to the present bill. He was 
, sure the Government would never prosper when divorced 
| from the banks, between whom and the people there still ex - 
isted a matrimonial connexion. It was his opinion that, in 
less than eighteen months after the passage of this measure, 
the Governinent would seek to reunite itself with the banks 
The relief now proposed to the people in lieu of the Stat 
banks, reminded him of a certain criminal, who, when on 
| his way to the gallows, was offered a reprieve on condition 
of his marrying an ugly, wrinkled old woman. ‘The man, 
after a moment’s reflection, exclaimed, 
| 


** A sentence hard you do impart 
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And thus preferred hanging to a wedding on such terms. | to show that the committees to which the several subjects 
So the sentence was more preferable to the people than the | of investigation had been formerly referred, were not likely 
system now proposed. The object of the divorce bill was | to prosecute the inquiry with any practical efficiency. In- 
to take the money from banks and to deposite it with sub- | deed, he was of opinion that no standing committee of the 
agents. But, in his opinion, taking into consideration the | House ever would conduct a scrutiny of this nature with 
frailties of human nature, it would be a dangerous scheme. | effect, and insisted that none but a select commiitee, and 
He did not mean to say that the officers of Government | that appointed by ballot, would be likely to do any thing 
had less integrity than other men; but when the lamenta- | to the purpose in the matter. 
ble instances were called to mind where individuals of high In reply to remarks of Mr. McKay, on the composition 
standing had sacrificed an unblemished character for a mere | of committees, and especially of the Committee on Manu- 
paltry amount, it ought to teach a lesson to guide them in | factures, Mr. A. went into a history of that committee, 
the present instance. He would repeat the words of his | from the time when he had entered Congress, and had, 
colleague this morning, who had said even the words of | contrary to his own earnest remonstrance, been placed at 
our Saviour were, “lead us not into temptation.” He | its head. He gave an account of the circumstances which 
advocated the plan of keeping the money in the vaults of | had attended the report by that committee of the tariff 
the banks, as more secure, and particularly if the amend- | bill of 1832; went into a history of the manner in which 
ment last offered were adopted, which provides that the | the celebrated compromise bill had been introduced into 
banks shall receive the money as a special deposite, and | the House, and passed without debate by force of the pre- 
without using it in any way whatever. He denied that | vious question. He made some geueral observations on 
the banks were insolvent, as had been stated. He had | the practice of appointing, on all the important committees 
been informed on unquestionable authority, that they were | of the House, a majority of members in favor of the ad- 
as sound now as before they suspended specie payment. | ministration; to which he did not object; but stated that, 
As regarded the proposed separation, he had always under- | until the late era of reform, the opposite practice had pre- 
stood that eur system of Government, although necessarily | vailed. He objected to the postponement, as the committce 
divided inte many branches, was all one. But now they | would want all its time, and much useful progress might be 
talked of a separation from those institutions of which the | made during the recess. : 
States had laid the foundation, and which they had cher- Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, demanded the 
ished to this time. How fearful would be that time, should | yeas and nays on the question of postponement, and they 
it ever occur, when this Government should consider it as | were ordered by the House. 
its duty to make its action independent of the States! He Some conversation took place between Messrs. BOND, 
did not say that gentlemen designed this, bat he would en- | McKAY, and REED, as to the necessity of the investi- 
treat them to reflect whether the present measure would | gation proposed, and as to the abuses which exist in the 
not pave the way for such a state of things. The true | Indian relations of the country. 
policy of Government was to cement itself more closely Mr. BOND took occasion to introduce a statement of 
with the States, and he had no doubt but that the issue of | appropriations, within the la&’t two years, for the suppres. 
‘Treasury notes would speedily afford relief, and enable the | sion of Indian hostilities, all these expenditures being so 
banks to resume specie payments. It had been said that | much in addition to the ordinary expenses of the military 
these notes would lay the foundation of a Treasury bank, | establishment. 
but he had no apprehension of that kind, for the restric- Mr WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, hoped if the motion for 
tions to that bill would render such a result impossible. | postponement prevailed, one good result would follow 
He contended that the bank note system had not had a fair | that the Committee on Expenditures would discharge the 
trial, and referred to the Bank of France, and other insti- | duties assigned them. He animadverted with much par- 
tutions, in support of his position. At the conclusion of | ticularity upon the neglect of duty which characterizes so 
his remarks, many of the standing committees of the House, and the 
On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the committee rose and | difficulty even of procuring meetings for the performance 
reported the bill to the House, without coming to any res- | of their duties. 
olution thereon; when, Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, of North Carolina, made 
On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the House adjourned. some remarks to a similar purpose, and gave an account of 
the manner in which he had performed his duty as chair- 
Taunspar, Ocrosen 12. man of the Committee on Expenditures in the Department 
a : aca of State; stating some facts going to show the necessity 
FLORIDA WAR. of vigilance in the discharge of their duty by the Commit} 
tees on Expenditures in the the several Departments. 


SUB-TREASURY BILL. 





a 


The House proceeded to the unfinished business of yes- 
terday morning, which was the motion of Mr. McKar to 
postpone the consideration of the resolution of Mr. Wise 
for a committee of inquiry on the Florida war till the first The House then proceeded to the orders of the day, and 
Monday in December next. ; went again into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


Mr. McKAY made a brief explanation, stating, in sub- | the Union, (Mr. F. O. J. Saira in the chair,) on the 
stance, that he had moved the postponement because all | Senate's sub-Treasury bill. 


the important points in the resolution were already within | Mr. RICE GARLAND made an ineffectual attempt to 
the province of different standing committees, or had been | have the bill laid aside, to take up the bill to settle with 
investigated before courts martial or of inquiry. As to | the deposite banks, 

the expenses of the war, he had no objection to a strict m- Mr. HAYNES, who was entitled to the floor, address- 
vestigation of them; but this could be prosecuted through | the committee as foliows : 

the standing Committee on Expenditures in the Depart- Mr. Chairman: At an early stage of this discussion, 


ment of War, whose duty it was to report on that subject | while the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
at the next session. Union was engaged in the consideration of the bill to post- 

Mr. ADAMS said he was happy to hear the explana- | pone the fourth instalment of deposite with the States, so 
tion, and to learn that the gentleman from North Carolina | extraordinary were some of the statements of fact, infer- 
(to whose vigilance he paid a compliment) was not, as Mr. | ences, and arguments, presented by some gentlemen who 
A. had before understood him, of opinion that no investi- } took part in it, more especially the remarks made by my 
gation was necessary. Mr. A. made some remarks going ! honorable friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Torso, | 








if 


h 











1445 


Oct. 12, 1837.] 








that nothing but the position occupied by me could have 
prevented my endeavoring to offer an immediate reply. 
That honorable gentleman, in his zeal to throw upon the 
late and present administrations the burden of the present 
difficulties and embarrassments of this country, was pleased 
to institute a comparison between the course pursued by 
the monarchies of Great Britain and France, in periods of 
commercial distress in those countries, for the purpose of 
contrasting their paternal solicitude for their subjects, and 
the grievous oppression of the American Government to- 
wards its citizens. Among the extraordinary statements 
sometimes ventured in this House, I was not prepared to 
hear an honorable gentleman speak in terms of eulogy of 
the conduct of the French Government in the memorable 
explosion which terminated the Mississippi bubble. The 
honorable gentleman from South Carolina surely has not 
lately revived his historical recollections, or he would have 
held very different language in reference to the conduct of 
the French Government at the period to which he referred. 
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What, Mr. Chairman, is the history of the Mississippi | 


bubble ? 
in the year 1716 or 717, which, having been managed to 
apparent advantage for a few months, was purchased in 
the name of the King in the course of the following year. 
Banking was then a novelty in France, and the scheme 
seemed to work so successfully, that an emission of paper 
sufficient to redeem the public debt was issued shortly af- 
ter the bank became the property of the King. It would 
be a waste of time to recapitulate the measures which were 
adopted to enable this bank to monopolize the whole exter- 
nal commerce of France. By what means it is unneces- 
sary to inquire, the shares, originally of the value of 500 
livres, were raised, by a series of speculations, to the en- 
ormous advance of 10,000. The Government having be- 
come alarmed by the wild and reckless spirit of specula- 
tion produced by an immense issue of bank notes withont 
a specie fund for their redemption, and fearing there might 
be a run upon the bank, issued an edict, under severe pen- 
alties, that no individual should have in his possession, in 
coin, more than the sum of 500 livres. To aid the bank 
in sustaining its credit, the livre, in coin, was reduced or 
debased to one-half its original value; and, to cover the 
difference between the livre in coin and the livre in paper, 
the latter was made to undergo such successive reductions 
in value as should, in the course of a few months, bring 
it down to the standard of the debased coin of that denom- 
ination. All would not do to sustain the credit of the 
bank ; and, in the course of three or four years from its 


establishment, having afloat the enormous sum of four or | 


five hundred millions of dollars of irredeemable paper, the 
notable scheme was wound up by issuing an edict reducing 
the price of shares to 5,000 livres ; which was shortly fol- 
lowed by another, compelling its holders to fund the bills 
for the miserable pittance of an annuity for fifty years’ pur- 
chase, and that, so far as T can ascertain, without interest. 
This, sir, is a statement of what the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina has been pleased to eulogize, as show- 
ing the paternal care of the French Government for its 
subjects. 

How far it tallies with the history of the late and present 
administrations of this Government, the committee can 
judge. Ofthe parallel the honorable gentleman was pleas- 
ed to institute between the course of the British and Ameri- 
can Governments towards their subjects and citizens, in 
periods of pressure and alarm, I shall speak hereafter. 
Flat, stale, and unprofitable as it would seem to be, I was 
not particularly surprised to hear the American Govern- 
ment charged, by almost every gentleman opposed to the 
system of measures under consideration, with having pro- 
duced the extraordinary state of things which has exisied 
for the last few months in this country. Such is the in- 
firmity of our nature, that what is often repeated may 
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sometimes come to be believed as truth, when at its origin- 
al. promulgation it was known to contain no one single 
element of truth whatsoever. And in what manner has 
this grave charge been supported? If it would not be dis- 
respectful to those who have made it, I would say, we 
have had ‘‘declamation without argument, and assertion 
without proof.” ‘That the late President should have come 
in for a full measure of condemnation is not wonderful, con- 
sidering the tone in which the opposition have spoken of 
him ever since the commencement of his administration. 
But, sir, I will not imitate the example of those who have 
ascribed the late commercial revulsion to Executive usur- 
pation, by relying on a mere contradiction of their charge, 
although, in all fairness, I might do so. 
The first specification against General Jackson is, that, 
by refusing to sanction the recharter of the United States 
Bank, he opened the field for the creation and operation of 
State banks without limitation or control; and, as a con- 
sequence, that the country has been flooded with irredeem- 
able paper. And here it may be proper to remark, that 
the opponents of the late and present administrations are 
not agreed whether the paper currency has, or has not, 
been extended to an unreasonable amount. If I did not 
greatly misunderstand the honorable gentleman from South 
Carolina, a considerable portion of his remarks was in- 
tended to show that the local bank issues had, at no period, 
gone beyond their proper and healthful proportion to the 
specie in this country. If this argument be true—and for 
the present I shall pass it by without further examination— 
this grave charge of Executive influence in producing an 
unsafe increase of bank capital and circulation, must fall 
to the ground. ‘That the veto upon the bill to recharter 
the United States Bank in 1832, may have had some in- 
fluence in increasing the establishment of local banks, and 
their consequent issues, I might be disposed to admit, if 
the testimony of a distinguished financer, high in the con- 
fidence of my honorable friend from South Carolina, to- 
gether with considerations connected with it, did not go to 
establish the contrary. It is well known that the advocates 
of a national bank base their support of that measure on the 
ground that it can and wil! so regulate and control the 
issues of the local banks, as to keep them in a sound and 
healthy condition. For the purpose of the present argu- 
ment, it is sufficient that I admit it. It is equally well 
known, that after a charter had been granted to the stock- 
holders of the late United States bank by the State of 
Pennsylvania, its president congratulated them upon its 
severance of the connexion which had existed between the 
Government and the old bank, because it was better for 
both, and the bank was stronger without it than with it. 
Put this testimony together, and how dare any gentleman 
to say that the circulation of the local banks has been un- 
sound or excessive? They shall not discredit their own 
witness, Mr. Biddle, for the purpose of extricating them- 
selves from the contradictions by which they are environed. 
What then is the result? Either that there has been no 
excess of local bank paper in circulation, or a national 
bank is impotent to restrain it. I care not which horn of 
the dilemma gentlemen may select—either is fatal to their 
favorite scheme of a national bank. If I understood the 
honorable gentleman from‘South Carolina, he (argued, or, 
if he did not so argue, it isa fair inference from his re- 
marks upon the currency, that there had been no over- 
trading in this country. And here, too, if I am correct in 
my recollection of what was said by that gentleman, he is 
austuined by the testimony of Mr. Biddle, given in a letter 
addressed to the distinguished member from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Apams] about the time Congress convened in 1836, 
in which he showed by the state of foreign exchange that 
this country had not overtraded. 
Itis true, thatin a subsequent letter, addressed by him to 
the same distinguished individual, he did say that we had 
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eaten, and drunken, and wom, a little too much, and we 
must pay for it. How his friendscan reconcile the inconsis- 
tency, it is not for me to determine. But as other gentlemen 
have pursued a line of argument very different from that trod- 
den by my friend from South Carolina, it may be neces- 
sary that I should show in what they have been mistaken. 
They seem to think, one and all, except the honorable 
gentleman from South Carolina, that the increase of local 
banks and banking was occasioned entirely by the meas- 
ures of General Jackson’s administration, and in urging 
this charge we have been taunted with the predictions of 
two distinguished citizens of Massachusetts, one a mem- 
ber of this, [Mr. Apams,] and the other a member of 
another branch of this Government, [Mr. Wensrer.]} Itis 
said, and I do nut pretend to question it, that it was fore- 
told by both the individuals referred to, that expansion, 
overtrading, pressure, and ruin, would be the result of the 
Executive veto of the United States Bank charter, and the 
withdrawal of the public money from the custody of that 
institution. Well might thuse gentlemen predict such a 
result, when their own immediate fellow-citizens were so 
actively engaged in the bringing about its fulfilment. And 
here permit me to make one observation, which seems to 
be a fair inference from the general tenor of the remarks 
upon this subject, that it would seem to be imputed to the 
friends of the late and present administrations, that they 
have mainly contributed to that creation of local banks and 
banking, under which it is alleged the country is now suf- 
fering. For the purpose of ascertaining not only the rate 
of increase of banking capital within the seven years, from 
1830 to 1836 inclusive, and the States which have contrib- 
uted to it in the largest proportions, I will present a table 
comprising five administration and five anti-administration 
States. 
Banking capital in— 






































1830. 1836. 

New York - - $20,083,353 $37, 308,000 
Maine - ‘ - 2,050,000 3,935,000 
New Hampshire * 1,791,000 2,603,000 
Virginia - " 5,571,000 6,511,000 
North Carolina - 3,195,000 2,664,000 
$32,690,353 $53,076,000 
SS. 32,690,353 
Increase - - - - $20,385,643 
Massachusetts - - $20,420,000 $40,830,000 
Vermont - - 432,000 1,125,000 
Maryland - 6,250,495 8, 203,000 
South Carolina - - 4,631,000 7,936,000 
Kentucky - . 1,875,000 5,116,000 
$33,608,495 $63,210,000 
= 33,698,495 

Increase - - - 








- $29,601,505 

I have not considered it necessary to carry the compar- 
ison further, by arraying any additional State. This se- 
lection probably makes it as fair as if it included all the 
rest. But does not the result excite our wonder? That, 
in five opposition States, containing an aggregate repre- 
sentative population of two millions and a quarter, without 
fractions, and sending to this House forty-seven represent- 
atives, the increase of banking capital within the period 
referred to should have exceeded the increase in the five 
administration States, containing a representative popula- 
tion of upwards of four millions, and sending here eighty- 
seven representatives, by more than nine millions of dol- 
lars; and that the increase in Massachusetts alone, loval 
as she is to a national bank, should exceed the increase in 


all the five administration States just mentioned, notwith- 
standing that the greatest commercial city in the Union is 
situated in one of them! Henceforward, let no member 
of the opposition taunt us with the increase of local banks 
and banking, nor with the fulfilment of Massachusetts pre- 
dictions. It is preposterous, sir, in view of these facts, to 
accuse General Jackson and his friends of their zgency in 
this business. 

Well may it have happened that some who have made 
| the charge were unable to see the mote in our eye, because 
there was a beam in their own. Suppose, then, it be con- 
ceded for this argument that local banks and issues have 
been inordinately increased: let those who have had the 
largest share in the mischief take their part of the odium, 
and I am satisfied. But until they shall have done so, let 
them not again say that we did it. I might have adverted 
to facts in the banking history of other States, under the 
control of those opposed to the late and present adminis- 
trations, by which the disproportion would be increased ; 
but it cannot be necessary. As I have shown the relative 
increase of banks in a series of administration and anti- 
administration States, I will make a single observation 
upon the subject of the general expansion of the paper cir- 
culation, which is believed to have occurred since the first 
of December, 1833. At that period, the order had been 
but recently issued to change the custody of the public 
money from the Bank of the United States to the local 
banks. Every one remembers the panic and pressure 
which existed from a short time after the meeting of Con- 
gress in 1833, to the close of that protracted session in 
1834. There was no expansion, there could have been 
none, in the panic-stricken state of the country throughout 
that whole session. It is true that within a short time 
after the adjournment the storm subsided, and things grad- 
ually returned to their accustomed channels. What fol- 
lowed? 

It has been asserted, and, so far as I know, without 
contradiction, that from about November, 1834, to July, 
1835, the Bank of the United States extended its discounts 

about twenty, and its circulation about ten millions of dol- 


lars, thus taking the lead in stimulating at its commence- 
ment, and, as I believe, creating, that very spirit of spec- 
ulation under which, so far as causes in this country have 
been concerned, we are now laboring. 

It is true we have heard much about the effect of the 
specie circular in producing the present embarrassments of 
the country. But, for my own part, I have no doubt that 
its effect was any thing but injurious. If ite operation was 

| to restrain, as it certainly must have been, and not to stim- 
| ulate, the speculations in public lands, its effect could only 
have been salutary. But I forbear to go further into that 
subject. Before I dismiss my review of the causes which 
have contributed to the multiplication of local banks, and 
the increase of their capital, I must refer to one which, 
above all others, aside from the expanding resources and 
augmented population of the country, has, in’ my opinion, 
| been of the most efficient in bringing about that result; and 
| that is, the rapid and final extinction of the public debt 
since 1829. In whatever form a promise to pay money 
may be made, it is credit; in all conceivable varieties, from 
the open account to the instrument under seal, including 
bank notes and stocks, whether of corporations or the 
Government, and in ali these various forms may that credit 
be used for commercial purposes. But it is not particu- 
larly for the purpose of illustrating the commercial uses of 
the evidences of the public debt, that I now speak of 
the effect produced, by the redemption of that debt, upon 
the banking institutions of the country. I intend to speak 
of it merely as producing a transfer of capital from one 
employment to another. 

In the year 1830, the public debt amounted to forty mil- 

lions of dollars, which was redeemed in the short period of 
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four years. A very large portion of that debt (how much, 
it is not particularly necessary to mention) was owned by 
capitalists in the commercial portions of the Ucion ; owned 
generally by those who preferred the security of the Gov- 
ernment, at even a moderate rate of interest, to any private 
security whatsoever, and who would have been glad that 
their stock could have been irredeemable forever. But the 
Government had the right and the means to redeem it, and 
it was redeemed accordingly. 

The same motive which gave a preference to Govern- 
ment security would naturally prefer the next best security, 
and that security existed, or was to be obtained, by bank- 
ing corporations. Hence the redemption of the public 
debt, at least in the commercial portions of the Union, by 
releasing the capital which had been invested in it, was 
one of the most efficient causes, I doubt not the most effi- 
cient cause, of increasing the number and capital of the 
local banks in that portion of the Union to which I have 
referred. 

In the younger States, where capital was scarce, other 
causes have been instrumental to the same result—the multi- 
plication of banks, and the augmentation of their capital. 
Nor is it to be wondered at that the scarcity of 4 circula- 
ting medium, in the States last referred to, has been mainly 
instrumental in introducing the establishment of banks. 
When we consider a well-settled principle of trade—that 
a profitable channel of enterprise always, for a time, tempts 
adventurers into it, until its profits are brought down to 
the level of other pursuits, and for a time below them—es- 
pecially when capital is suddenly released from other pur- 
suits, and left unproductive in the hands of its owners, we 
need not doubt that much of the over-banking of this coun- 
try has resulted from the redemption of the public debt. 
Having, as I think, acquitted the late administration of the 
charge of producing the banking mania which has mani- 
fested itself within the last seven years, 1 will proceed to 
inquire into the immediate causes which have produced the 


revulsion under which the country is now laboring. What- | the mercantile community pervades the remotest portion of 


ever may be the opinions of others, I have no doubt that 
this revulsion has been occasioned by the heedless extension 
of credit in every form in which credit may be employed, 
as by bank issues, bills of exchange, &c. 

It may be impossible not only to ascertain what is the 
amount of the currency of a country, but what should be 
its proportion to the commerce of that country ; nor is it at 
all material to my purpose, in regard to the present inqui- 
ry: that individual or community has overtraded which 
cannot meet its engagements. Will any one controvert 
this proposition? If it be incontrovertible, and I believe it 
to be so, have the banks been guilty of overbanking, and 
the merchants of overtrading ? 


The present condition of the country can answer this | 


question. With a large balance of foreign debt unsatisfied, 
and for which there are no present means of satisfaction, 
who can deny that the merchants have overtraded? And 
are the banks in a better condition? How stood the ac- 
counts of the late deposite banks as to immediate means 
and liabilities on the 15th of August? They show imme- 
diate liabilities to the amount of one hundred and four mil- 
lions of dollars, and immediate means to the amount of but 
forty-four millions and about eight hundred and nine thou- 
sand dollars, of which only ten millions five hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars and a fraction was in specie. In 
the general account of means and liabilities, it is true that 
a large amount of these obligations are to the stock holders; 
but the fact of the great disproportion between their dis- 
counts and circulation, shows conclusively that much of the 
stock itself has been withdrawn from them, and exists in 
mere credit in the notes of the stockholders; thus showing 
that the supposed capital of the banks is credit, and not 
money. But if evidence is wanting, as conclusive as evi- 
dence can be, to prove that the banks have overtraded, it 
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is found in the fact that they cannot redeem their promises, 
and at best are only able to exchange one promise for an- 
other. For my part, I cannot conceive how any advocate 
of the banks can pretend that they have not overtraded to 
an enormous extent, without indirectly charging them with 
deliberate and wilful fraud upon the public. It may be 
said that the banks are unable to meet their engagements 
because their debtors are unable to pay them. But this 
only carries us one step further to the conclusion that the 
whole country has overtraded—a fact of which I have not 
the smallest doubt. IT might have shown the enormous dis- 
proportion between the value of our exports and imports 
for the two or three years ending with the year 1836, of 
the immense sums vested in public lands, the disproportion 
between the prices of various species of property, and the 
annual profits of such property ; but I have chosen to save 
the committee and myself such details, and only to present 


| incontrovertible facts, establishing, beyond the shadow of 


doubt, that the banks have overbanked, and the traders 
have overtraded. What has stimulated to all this is the 
inordinate hastening to be rich. I will not stop to inquire 
whether this overtrading has been occasioned exclusively 
by an overissue of paper money, from reduced supply, or 
speculative demand for various commodities, believing as I 
do that the first and last of these causes have operated 
jointly in producing the present embarrassment. For the 
first, there is no remedy but the partial one of reducing and 
reforming the currency. I may be asked, if, as you sup- 
pose, the Government is free from the sin of producing the 
evils under which the country now labors, what is the 
remedy for relieving them? I answer, that the remedy is 
mainly to be found in the industry and economy of the 
people. So far as the Government can indirectly relieve, 
by its action on the deposite banks, and the obligations of 
the importing merchants, it can go, and no further. But, 
in its action on these subjects, its relief will reach the re- 
motest ramifications of society. It has been well said, that 


the body politic. If this be so, and none can deny it, re- 
lief to the importers will be felt by the humblest and re- 


| motest eitizen of this great republic to whom mercantile 


credit has been extended. And, although indulgence to 


| the suspended deposite banks will not reach to so wide an 


extent, it will relieve those who stand in the greatest need 
of relief. Thus, the passage of the bills to extend indul- 
gence on duty bonds, and to give time to the banks gradu- 
ally to call in their dues from their debtors, will extend re- 
lief to a number of our embarrassed fellow-citizens, which 
no one is able to estimate. And here I may be permitted 
to reply to the remarks of my honorable friend from South 
Carolina, in which he endeavored to contrast the conduct 
of the British Government, in 1797, in a period of commer- 
cial distress, with that of his own Government, in this sea- 
son of pressure and embarrassment. My honorable friend 
told us that the pressure in Great Britain was relieved, at 
the period referred to, by the issue of no more than twelve 
millions of exchequer bills. And if he has attended to the 
state of the money market at New York, he must know 
that it has been decidedly improved even by the passage of 
the bills which have come down from the Senate, especially 
those giving indulgence on duty bonds, and authorizing 
the issue of Treasury notes, especially the latter. How, 
then, can he extol the British Government and condemn 
his own for adopting a measure of the same character ? 
What distinction can be drawn between exchequer bills in 
the one case and Treasury notes in the other, in their ef- 
fects, I am at a loss to discover. I pass over the question 
whether or not there is or soon will be a deficit in the 
Treasury. ‘To me it seems to be a question on which there 
can be but one opinion: that there is such a deficit. and 
that it can only be met by using the credit of the Govern- 
ment. Whether it is best to use it in the form of Treasvu- 
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ry notes, or hy authorizing a loan in the ordinary way, is a 
matter of indiilerence, as it respects the obligations which 
will be contracted by the Government. Nor am [ suf- 
ficiently versed in questions of finance to say which will be 
the preferable mode. But, to my mind, the most imme- 
diate and direct is the course best suited to the present 
wants of the Government, and that is to issue ‘Treasury 
notes. Nor can it be of uny very great consequence wheth- 
er they are hoarded or go into general circulation. In 
either case, they will displace an equal amount of the pres- 
ent circulating medium, driving it out of or into circula- 
tion, as they may be laid up or otherwise; and if we may 
be permitted to look forward to their final effect, they will 
contribute, at no distant day, most materially to restore a 
sound currency. Situated as I was during the discussion 
of the bill to postpone the fourth instalment of deposite with 
the States, connected as it is with the the bills yet to be 
disposed of, I may be permitted, in the latitude given to 
the debate, to say a word or two upon it. 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 
 __—_ 


The period of making that deposite was at hand; the | 


Treasury had not the means of making it, nor could they 
be commanded without creating a public debt. ‘i‘hus ne- 
cessarily arose the quesiion, whether Congress had the 
power to tax the people to enable it to raise a fund to de- 
posite in the treasuries of the States. To my mind, the an- 
swer was Clear, that the constitution had conferred no such 
power upon us. If it had, the policy might well be doubt- 
ed of taxing the peuple with one hand, and returning the 


money so raised with the other, by which they would re- | 


ceive it with the loss of the expense of collecting, and the 


interest for the time intervening between the collection and | 


transfer, subject tu the serious objection that it would never, 
it could never, be equitably returned to those from whom 
it had been cvllected. 





I have already adverted to the causes which led to the | 


present embartassments of the country—the overbanking | 


and overtrading which have characterized its business 
transactions for the last two or three years. But as these 


were the remote, what was the efficient or proximate cause | 


of the present revulsion both in Great Britain and Amer- 
ica? I answer, the course adopted by the Bank of Eng- 
land when called upon to prop the falling credit of Ameri- 
can houses, so called, but English bankers, who had gone 
enormously beyond their means in the acceptance of drafts 
from this country for which the owners had furnished no 
fund of redemption whatsoever. ‘That measure of the 
bank not only destroyed for the time the credit of the own- 
ers of the bills referred to, but shook American credit to its 
foundation, and resulted in the immediate and ruinous fall 
in the price of the great staple of our country, by which the 
means of American merchants were reduced to almost one- 
half the amount of their value at the time their debts were 
contracted. This being the fact, which none can question, 
is it wonderful that consternation and ruin spread over the 
land? If any one can doubt the effect of that measure of 
the bank, in applying the mateh which has produced this 
mighty explosion, he is a much greater sceptic than I am. 
If any other proof were wanting besides open and apparent 
connexion of the cause and its effect, it will be found in 
the existing state of the money market in Great Britain. 


Shortly after the Bank of England had, intentionally or | 


unintentionally I shall not stop to inquire, knocked down 
the price of cotton, she came forward to sustain the private 
bankers who had involved themselves ley their American 
acceptances; the London money market became easy, and 
we are now told that money is a drug there, and can be 
obtained on unquestionable security for three and half per 
cent. per ammum, and probably much Jower. Thus am I 
sustained in the assertion that the immediate and efficient 
cause of the present pecuniary condition of this country, 
was the conduct o! the Bank of England towards the Bnit- 
ish acceptors of American bills of exchange, and the fall of 


| ions. 
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cotton, which was produced by it. Panic, then, on the 
part of that bank, or a motive so much worse that [ will 
not impute it, was the match that lighted up this tremen- 
dous explosion. Nor was a similar course in this country 
without its instrumentality, if we have been correctly in- 
formed—that from first to last there were millions of idle 
capital in New York, Boston, and other cities, which re- 
mained idle for want of that confidence between man and 
man, which is the life-blood of credit in every country in 
the world. I have already stated what measures might, 
and as I supposed would, be adopted by Congress for the 
relief of the country in the present extraordinary emergen- 
cy: extension of time on duty bonds, and reasonable in- 
dulgence to the suspended deposite banks. 

But can no measures be adopted as preventives against 
the recurrence of a similar calamity? I think there can ; 
and that they are to be found, not in the charter of a na- 
tional bank, but in the measures proposed for ultimately 
collecting the public dues in the only medium recognised 
by the constitution as money, and in changing the mode of 
keeping the public revenue. But I may be asked, why 
not establish a national bank? I answer, first, not only 
because the constitution confers no power to do 80, either 
in terms or by rational inference, but its history forbids the 
implication of it in the fact that the federal convention was 
asked to confer it, and it refused peremptorily to do so. | 
will not so far insult the committee as to go over the argu- 
ment to show how far any doubt arising upon the face of 
an instrument is to be settled by a reference to its history 
In the next place I answer, that if the power had been ex- 
plicitly granted in the constitution, it would be inexpedient 
to exercise it. It would be inexpedient, first, because the 
whole history of the late national bank, and its successor, 
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, conclusively 
shows, that it cannot, or it will not, prevent overbanking, 
and consequent overtrading, through the instrumentality 
of the local banks. 

New as I may be to public affairs, I have not forgotten 
the history uf the commercial embarrassment which reacli- 
ed its ueme in 1819, less than three years from the time 
when the United States Bank, established avowedly to pre- 
vent the future recurrence of excessive Jocal bank circula- 
tion, had gone into operation; an embarrassment occa- 
sioned by the same spirit of reckless adventure in public 
lands, and every thing else that could be made the subject 
of speculation, which characterized the moncy transactions 
of the country in 1835 and 1836. If there are any here 
too young to remember, or who have been too indolent to 
acquire, information upon that subject, it is sufficient to 
point them to the impotence of the Pennsylvania Bank of 
the United States, avowed by its president within two short 
years to be stronger than its predecessor, to ward off such 
acalamity. It is true, that when its suspension was an- 
nounced in May last, its presiding officer informed the 
country that if it had consulted its own strength, that sus- 
pension would not have been necessary. 

But, if the fact was as he stated, how much worse 
was that act than it has heen characterized by & distin- 
guished individual to whom the declaration was made let 
an insulted and injured people decide. If it was true, 
there are no terms of condemnation known to human 
language stroig enough to express the execration which it 
merits. 

But there is another, and, to my mind, equally strong, or 
stronger, if possible, objection to the establishment of a 
national bank. Tt ir the political character assumed by the 
late bank, especially when coupled with its foreign connex- 
To the emplosment of foreign capital, wielded by 
American hands, directed by American hearts, in further- 
ance of objects of public or private enterprise, I make no 
objection. But I protest most solemnly against permitting 
in its use the shadow of foreign control or direction. 
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The late Bank of the United States was believed to have 
been influenced in its political course by foreign stockhold- 
ers, not only having no sympathy with our political insti- 
tutions, but hostile to them. If it was so—and of the 
fact there can be little or no doubt—how much closer is the 
connexion of its successor with foreigners, how much 
more puwerful will be their influence over it, let recent 
facts, showing the establishment of its agencies in Liver- 
pool and London, attest. Let me not be answered that a 
national bank is advocated. Tam not to be misled by 
such a declaration, from my firm conviction that the war 
upon the late and present administrations of this Govern- 
ment was and is wagéd for the revival of the Bank of the 
United States. 

Having shown, as I think, that such an institution is 
not only unconstitutional, but dangerous to the constitution 
itself, I come to the measures which, in my judgment, are 
best calculated to save the country, so far as our legislation 
can save it, from future revulsion and embarrassment ; and 
here [ take occasion to say, that no free Government can 
so legislate as entirely to prevent their recurrence. But, 
before proceeding to consider the measures referred to, I 
may be permitted to state one other objection to the estab- 
lishment of a national bank: it is the clearly‘end strongly 
expressed decision of the people against it. 

In discussing the measures most likely so to check and 
control the local banks, as to restrain their issues within 
safe and proper limits, I will first consider the proposition 
to require all payments to the Government to be ultimately 
made in the constitutional coin of the country, and in that 
only. Ithas been said by gentlemen opposed to this, what 
they call innovation, that it is calculated and intended to 
destroy the system of credit upon which this country has 
reached its present elevated rank among the nations of the 
world. But in what manner can it effect such a result? 
Is any member of this committee prepared to permit the 
debts due to the Government to be discharged in irredeem- 
able and inconvertible paper? If not, who can entertain 
a reasonable objection to requiring their payment, not in 
promises, but money? 

Where would be the difference between the payment of 
coin or bank notes, convertible into it at the will of the 
holder, in its effect upon the interest of the banks? If 
they should be always ready, as they certainly should be, 
to redeem their notes at the will of the holder, what hard- 
ship can there be in requiring that the Government debtor 
shall so convert them without making it necessary that it 


should be done by the collecting officers of the Govern- | 


ment? It may be said that, as it would only be a question 
of convenience between private individuals and the collect- 
ing officers, the convenience of the community should 
always be preferred. But, upon a closer examination, it 
will be found that,e ven upon this point, there is no 
equality whatsoever. ‘The collecting agents of the Go- 
vernment may be engaged, and in the large importing 
cities will certainly be almost constantly, in receiving money 
for the Government; therefore it is much more reasonable 
that individuals should convert their bank notes into specie 
before making payment to the collecting agents of the Go- 
vernment, than that the whole burden should fall upon 
these agents. But I apprehend, that to require payment 
to the Government in coin, in every instance, will have a 
salutary influence upon specie paying banks, so called, in 
restraining imprudent issues of paper by them. That no 
injustice would be done either to individuals or the banks, 
upon the principle that all bank paper shall be convertible 
mto specie, by the adoption of the scheme proposed, is, to 
my mind, as clear and conclusive as mathematical demon- 
stration could make it. But we have heard it said by the 
opponents of this measure, who are alike the opponents of 
the late and present administrations, with, perhaps, ocea- 
sional exceptions, that by this scheme we should create 
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one currency for the Government and another for th® 
people. But how such an objection can be sustained I 
cannot imagine. Gentlemen, in making it, would seem 
to confound the present condition of bank paper with what 
woul be widely different, if it possessed the supposed con- 
vertibility, the only element which can entitle it to the 
character of money. If the operation of the system of 
specie payments should be such as to bring back the banks 
tu the fair and proper redemption of their notes, I would 
ask in what essential particular would the one currency 
differ from the other? In fact, the whole currency of the 
country would then consist of specie or credits equivalent 
a result which would do more to prevent the indulgence of 
rash and ruinous speculation, than any other measure the 
Government could adopt short of the entire destruction of 
that system of commercial credit which, properly controlled 
by prudent foresight and economy, is so essential to the 
maintainance of our national and individual prosperity. 
If I have been so fortunate as to make my meaning under- 
stood, I think I have shown that the scheme proposed 
would establish a currency of equal value to the Govern- 
ment and the people, and such an one as would lay the fab- 
tick of our prosperity on foundations too stable ever to be 
again shaken down by such revulsions as have occurred, at 
least on two occasions, within less than the last twenty 
years. 

In the discussion which has taken place upon the vari- 
ous propositions presented by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, in conformity to Executive recommendation, 
we have heard much about taking care of the Government 
and neglecting the people. What, sir, is the Government? 
It is butan agency constituted by the people themselves, 
for the promotion of their own prosperity and happiness. 
And what, I would ask, is desired in the measures pro- 
posed for the relief of the Government, but to give it the 
means of carrying out the will of the people? To my 
mind, it is the idlest of all clamors to say, that, because we 
intend to place the Governinent in a condition to execute 
the purpose of its creation, that purpose being to secure 
the public prosperity and happiness, we are providing 
for the Government, as something distinct from, and op- 
posed to, the interests of the people. 

The last particular topic upon which I desire to offer a 


| few observations to the consideration of the committee, is 


the mode proposed for the safe-keeping of the public reve- 
nue. And what is that mode, stripped of all the mystery 
and disguise which has been attempted to be thrown 
around it, by the incessant outcry of exchequer banks, 
Treasury bank, sub-Treasury system, and all the et ceteras 
gentlemen have applied to it? Nothing more nor less than 
the plain republican, unsophisticated scheme of requiring 
the receivers of the public revenue to be answerable for its 
safe-keeping. What feature of a bank can it be possibly 
supposed to possess? It is not contemplated to authorize 
the issue of paper of any kind as the mere representative 
of the money so deposited for safe-keeping. 

All that is intended, beyond the payment of money, 
upon properly authorized drafts from the Treasury, to the 
public creditors, is the occasional transfer of it, as cireum- 
stances may require, from one place to another, for the 
disbursements of the Government. . It is not, therefore 
it cannot in any sense be so considered—a bank of any 
sort whatever. 

What, then, are the objections to it? That it will in- 
crease the patronage of the Government, by the inc¢ease 
of public officers, and the additional expenditure necessary 
for their compensation; that the meney will be unsafe in 
the custody of the public officers ; and that it will open the 
door to the corrupt influence of the Executive, and may 
lead to the establishment of an odious despot 
ruins of the constitution. 
has been recently 


sm upon the 


he very decisive vote which 


civen, here and elsewhere, on the sub- 
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ject of a national bank, renders it unnecessary for me to dis- 
cuss its merit as a public depository. ‘The only compari- 
son which it is then necessary to institute is, between the 
system pursued and a return to the employment of the lo- 
cal banks. Nor does it seem material to carry that com- 
parison further than the consideration of the objections just 
stated to the placing the custody of the revenue in the 
hands of the collecting officers of the Government. So 
far as I have heard, no one is willing to restore the reve- 
nue to the custody of the banks, upon any other principle 
than as a special deposite, not to be used by them for any 
purpose, aud to be paid over to the orders of the Treasury 
whenever it may be required. 

Nor is it proposed, so far as | have understuvod, to ask 
the banks to perform this service without just compensa- 
tion. What compensation, I would ask, do gentlemen 
suppose they would require for such service, including the 
risk of safely keeping the public money ? 

I know but little of banking transactions, but have little 
doubt the service required would not be performed by them 
for less than one per centum upon the money committed | 
to their charge. Taking, then, the public revenue at 
twenty millions per annum, and the cost of its custody | 
would be two hundred thousand dollars. 

Bot, that I may be within the rate which must be con- | 
ceded by every one as low enough, I will fix it at one-half 
of one per cent., and the annual expense will be one hun- 
dred thousand dollars; a sum larger by forty thousand 
dollars than the sum estimated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, if it shall be committed to the collecting agents 
of the Government. On the score of economy, therefore, 
the calculation is decidedly in favor of the system proposed. 

But to the question of patronage. How much will | 
Executive patronage be increased by the appointment of | 
a small additional number of clerks in some half a dozen 
cities or less in this Union? So far from being increased, 
it will be lessened in comparison with the numerous banks 
which would seek the custody of the public money, and to 
which it would be committed, the compensation being 
made an object to thei, and without it they would not 
assume the responsibility, by a President desirous to es- 
tablish the reign of influence and corruption. It may be 
answered, that there would be less danger of a corrupt use 
of the public money, if placed in the keeping of the bunks, 
than in the hands of public officers. For my part, I can- 
not perceive the force of such an objection. Is it said that 
there is danger of servility on account of dependence of 
public agents upon the Executive for their offices? ‘The 
question is then resolved into a question of money, and as 
that reduces the objection against the public officers and 
the bank to the same principle, it is unworthy of further 
consideration. But, it may be said that the chances of 
Executive corruption will be increased by the greater facil- 
ity of obtaining money from public officers than from the 
banks. ‘To this, I answer, that there can be no possible | 
difference in the matter. The same checks and control | 
exist in the one case as the other. And the banks are as 
much bound to answer the drafts of the public Treasury, 
as the public officers could be, and would as readily an 
ewerthem. Human nature is essentially the same under 
equal circumstances, and the officers of banks would be 
quite as likely to act under the influence of temptation to 
execute a corrupt Executive will, sufficient inducements 
being offered, as would the collecting officers of the Gov- | 
ernment. I come now to the only remaining question— 
the question of the safety of the public revenue under the 
system proposed. And in discussing this question, I must | 
be permitted to inquire, what magic is imparted by an act | 
of incorporation, by which the hone ty of men becomes so 
purified and refined, that they are placed above the ordi- 
nary level of their race? If the homely proverb of an 
English lawyer of former days be true, corporation moral- 
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ity has nothing to boast of when compared with that of in- 
dividuals. But it is said that, allowing that public collect 
ing officers are generally as honest as the officers of banks, 
yet the stock of the latter furnishes better security than an 
individual can offer, On this point I am at issue with the 
objector, and say that the public officer will be able to 
make the Government as secure as the banks. 

But, if it were allowed that occasional default might be 
the consequence of confiding the custody of the public 


| money to the collecting officers, how long would it be be- 


fore it would amount to the loss and inconvenience already 
experienced by employing the banks, and receiving bank 
paper in payment for public lands before the system of 
cash payments was adopted, or the inconvenience already 
experienced within the last five months, not to say—for 
yet it cannot be said—what losses may in the end be sus- 
tained in the debts now due by the late deposite banks! 

When Mr. Haynes had taken his seat— 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Mass., rose and said: An attempt 
had been made during the discussions of this session to 
give to the financial system of this country a new character, 
an impression of novelty, an air of mystification. Gen 
tlemen who had taken a prominent part in the discussions 
in this hall and elsewhere, had spoken of an extraordinary 
crisis in the monetary affairs of the age, a development ot 


| principles hitherto unknown or not acted upon, of a great 


financial theorem or issue of modern times. 
This pretension seems to me (said Mr. C.) to be an ar 


| rogant one, if honestly believed ; and, if not, to be intended 


solely to cover over some most singular changes of opin 
Whatever may be the truth in this regard, certainly 
these assumptions have their origin in an undue fondness 
for theorizing and speculating. I have no antipathy toa 
spirit of this kind, if kept within proper bounds, and ap 
plied to suitable objects. In all that can contribute to hu- 
man happiness, or that may tend to elevate the mass of 
mankind, I have the strongest sympathy with those who 
are philanthropically engaged in pointing out a new and 
better way, and for the abundant reason that they are 
giving their thoughts to what, unfortunately, does not at- 
tract the universal or even general interest of our race. 
But, in reference to subjects which are of every day con- 
cern, which enter into the constant business of existence, 
and which form an essential and prominent feature in all 
the aims and objects of the industry of our country, I can- 
not but look upon this undue attachment to theory as a 
sore evil. The subject of finance is peculiarly practical, 
aud minds of a practical cast are almost the only ones that 
master its details, and meet with success in its pursuit 
Whatever pertains to the finances of the country, to it 
business, and its currency, is better, far better understood 
by men whose lives are devoted to that business, by men o! 
large and long-earned experience, than by any mere poll 
ticians, however ingeniously or adroitly they may theoriz 
And certain itis that, in this country, and in every country 
where civilization and intelligence have left their mark, th: 


| wisest, profoundest, and most successful statesmen hav 


been those who, in their financial systems, have drawn 


| mnost extensively upon the resources and experience of men 
| of practical business. 


The mingling of matters of business and of financial in 


, Slitutions with partisan politics I Jook upon as the curse— 


the very evil genius of our country. It is this which lies 
at the bottom of all our troubles and distresses as a people, 
and which causes the administration of the Government to 
be so loudly and emphatically complained against. So 


| Jong as the politicians continue to drag the business of the 


country within the vortex of politics, and to make it tribu 
tary to their own personal aggrandizement, to their own 
unpatriotic objects, so long will derangement and distrac- 
tion reign in both, 

We were yesterday asked quite imposingly by the gen 
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tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Honrer,] why not carry that 
system of analysis and induction into finance, which has 
been brought to bear so successfully upon science general- 
ly? Ihave given, I think, the true answer: finance is 
essentially practical; in all its operations analysis and in- 
duction are necessarily and incessantly at work. 

With such views, I find no difficulty in determining 
where to look for guidance and direction in all questions 
connected with currency and business. There is no safety 
but in the lessons of past experience. And what is the 
voice which the experience of our country utters upon this 
important subject? If we examine our past history, we 
shall find that our financial system has, for the most part, 
uniformly worked well; and that ‘nearly all our derange- 
ments and embarrassments have arisen from the obtrusive 
interference of politics and politicians. Legislation has 
always been necessary in order to give the country a suit- 
able currency. When this has been effected, and the cur- 
rency has been suffered to take its own course, and to be 
regulated by the usages and laws of trade practically estab- 
lished, and always understood by business men, nothing 
has ever interfered with or interrupted the steady progress 
of both currency and business, but some event, rarely oc- 
curring, extraordinary in its character and overwhelming 
and controlling in its influence. In the conflicts of our 
neutrality with foreign aggression; in the restrictions upon 
our commerce; and in the measure of war, which form a 
part of our past history, we find examples of such events. 
Aside from these, our prosperity has been uniform, except 
when checked by occasional and short-lived overaction. 
This latter is a state of things not of very frequent occur- 
rence, which usually subsides rapidly under the unfailing 
operations of the laws of trade and the principles of a just 
political economy. With these exceptions, I repeat the 
important lesson derived from our past experience, that all 
our troubles and annoyances have originated in the unhal- 
lowed connexion of politics and business, for purposes of 
momentary triumph to the furmer, and with disaster to the 
latter. 

We come to the great question which runs throug! the 
discussion of all the measures proposed to us at this extra- 
ordinary session. What is the cause of the embarrass- 
ments which have now so long afflicted the country ? 

We are told by the President, in his recent message, 
that the true cause is overaction. I object to this position, 
that, instead of being the assignment of a cause, it is simply 
a statement of the fact in another form. The country has 
suffered, and is still suffering, from overaction; that is, 
from overtrading and overspeculating. And the only 
question which can sensibly be asked or answered is, what 
has caused this overaction ; to what is it attributable? Are 
we to seek its origin in the abandonment of those whole- 
some laws of trade, to which I have already referred, by 
the practical and sagacious business-men of the community, 
or is it to be found in the measures of the administration 
affecting the national currency ? 
of anxious speculators to precipitate themselves upon the 
great public domain of the West? What induced another 
class of adventurers to take advantage of the boon proposed 
by the Government, in the extraordinary, and, in some 
cases, most indecorous and servile scramble for the public 
moneys? What induced the unusual increase of banks, 
on a sudden, and in defiance of that cautious policy which 
had so long characterized the country in the asking and 
granting of bank charters? What induced the general 
rush into the business of trade and commerce, and the un- 
due importation of foreign commodities? What induced 
the anomaly which we have ull witnessed and- wondered 
at—an extravagant demand for every thing, at extravagant- 
ly high prices, and money at the highest and most ruin- 
ous rates? 

Unless the true cause can be ascertained for the evils 
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which have so long disturbed the prosperity and deranged 
the business of the country, it is obvious that those evils 
cannot be remedied effectually and permanently. If sim- 
ple overtrading be the cause, that has not unfrequently oc- 
curred, and has always readily yielded to the suggestions 
of prudence and ordinary sagacity. Indeed, overtrading 
never causes more than temporary embarrassment. If 
nothing affected our general system now but mere over- 
trading; if our financial system were not radically and 
deeply disordered, the discontents and distresses of the 
country would long ere this have passed away No one 
has the assurance to assert a pretension of this kind. 

Under the operation of a bad, disjointed, dislocated finan- 
cial system, permanent prosperity cannot revisit the coun- 
try. An apposite illustration of what I deem to be the 
truths nuw laid down may be seen in the present condition 
of England, to which reference is made in the President's 
message. 

The President looks upon the state of things as substan- 
tially the same in both countries. ‘*'The causes of the 
revulsion in both countries have been substantially the 
But, by a 
singular fatality, the President ventures to express a truth, 
within the compass of the same paragraph, which effectu- 
ally overturns the fancied analogy in the causes of the re- 
vulsion in the two countries. ‘* The most material differ- 
ence,” (I quote the words of the message, ) ‘* between the 
results in the two countries has only been, that with us 
there has also occurred an extensive derangement in the 
fiscal affairs of the Federal and State Governments, occa- 
sioned by the suspension of specie payment by the banks.” 
Why did not the President, carry his thoughts one step 
farther; why did he not see that the causes which led to 
this suspension of specie payment, thereby producing the 
acknowledged ‘* derangement in the fiseal affairs” of this 
country, constitute absolutely the whole that is material to 
the subject, and the whole difference between the revul- 
sion here and that in England? The monetary system in 
England has not, as a system, been affected at all. Here 


| the monetary system has been changed entirely. Or rather, 


to speak more accurately, here we have been shifted from 
one system to another—upon the explosion of one experi- 


| ment, betaking ourselves to another—until we have at last 


arrived at the proposition immediately before us, the sub- 
Treasury or divorce bill, under which we are to dispense 
with all system. This is what is vaunted before us as the 
great theorem or issue of modern times. 

But, if the revulsion in England and in our own country 
had been, as supposed by the President, substantially the 
same, how happens it that, whilst he was busied in penning 
his message, the revulsion in England should have subsi- 
ded, and business have resumed its place? That such is 
the fact, all accounts now agree. And no well-informed 
person can hesitate as to the cause of the embatrassments in 
England, growing, as they notoriously did, out of the con- 
nexion with American trade. The President, indeed, avers 
in the message, ‘‘ that the issues of paper credits put in 
circulation in England by banks and in other ways during 
the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, will show an augmentation 
of the paper currency there, as much disproportioned to the 
real wants of trade as in the United States.” But the 
President gives no authority for this opmion. And it con- 
flicts most glaringly with official, and, therefore, authentic, 
statements, furnished by the Bank of England, and by all 
the other banks of every description, upon this subject. 
From these statements it appears that the whole amount of 
circulation of the kind referred to in the year 1834 was 
£28,568,000; in 1835, £28,519,000; and in 1836, £28- 
875,000; showing an increase of circulation, in the three 
years designated by the President, of only a little over 
three hundred thousand pounds; whilst, in this country, 
within the same period, the bills in circulation had increae- 
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ed forty-five millions; and the loans one hundred and | 
thirty-four millions. The difference thus strongly marked 
between the two countries arises from the fact already 
stated; a fact which cannot be too often repeated—that in 

England the financial system has not been atiected as a 

whole ; whilst in this country the financial system has been 

absolutely overturned. And hence has arisen the differ- 

ence in the results between the remedies applied in the two 

countries. If we apply to a disordered and revolutionized 

currency a remedy, as suggested by the President, applica- 
ble only to a state of overaction, it will turn out to be in- 
efficacious. We already see that such a remedy is utterly 

inefficient. The disorder remains. ‘The taint is upon us. 

How can successful business be resumed without a sound 
currency and a healthful system of exchanges? How can 
the country go on without the vigor of a permanent and 
accredited financial system ? 

The causes of the embarrassments of the country do then 
force themselves upon us in a way not to be resisted. They 
are written all around us in sunbeams. They are neither 
to be evaded nor escaped from. They are impressed upon 
the country in broad lines from end toend. Every man of 
business in the land bears the marks of them. At morn- 
ing, noon, and night, when we lie down and when we rise 
up, they are ever and most disastrously present tous. ‘They 
are distinctly traceable to the change, to the entire revolu- 
tion, of which I have spoken, in our financial system. The 
bankruptcy of the Govetnment, the bankruptcy of the 
country, lie at the door of the politicians, who, for their 
own sinister and selfish purposes, have drought that sys- 
tem, the currency and the business of the country, into the 
arena of political warfare. Here, in my estimation, is the 
root of the evil. 

Look back at the experience of our past history, to which 
I have heretofore adverted, constituting the true test, in a 
special manner, of all financial changes. What do we 
learn in the pages that immediately precede those which 
are to record this new theorem of modern times, this entire 
disruption and scattering of a currency, which had carried 
the country along successfully and prosperously? I ask 
you, Mr. Chairman, to look back at the period of twelve 
years, which preceded the late administration, comprising 
the whole term of service of President Monroe, and that of 
my venerable coHeague, [Mr. Anams.] In the year 1816, 
there were two hundred and forty-six banks, with a capital 
of nearly ninety millions of dollars, and a circulation of 
about sixty-eight millions. In 1820, there were 308 banks, 
with a capital, including the United States Bank, of one 
hundred and thirty-seven millions... In 1830, there were 
three hundred and thirty banks, with a capital of one hun- 


dred and forty-five millions, and a circulation of sixty-one | 


millions. During the whole period, then, from 1816 to 
1830, being fourteen years, there was an increase of eighty- 


four banks, with an increase of fifty-five millions of capital; | 


of which thirty-five millions belonged to the United States 
Bank; but at the same time there was a diminution of cir- 
culation from sixty-eight down to sixty one millions. 

Such was the state of the banking system under Mr. 
Monroe and Mr. Adams. At the commencement of this 
period there was great embarrassment all over the land, 
similar to that which now exists. In 1816, a national 
bank was chartered. In commencing the operations of 
that bank, there was much bad management, and the con- 
sequences were unfavorable to the business of the country : 
but these difficulties soon disappeared under the superior 
skill of new managers. And the whole period was marked 
by unusual commercial prosperity, although unfortunate 
cotton speculations, and the agitation of the tariff contro- 
versy, were distinctive features of it. 

It is remarkable, tov, that, during this period, no com- 
plaint whatever was uttered from any quarter against the 
currency or the banking system. The business of the 





country went on without interruption, except from occa- 
sional ill-judged speculations or overtrading, leaving no 
distinctive mark, except as matter of historical remem- 
brance. In addition to this, and as confirmatory of it, 
another remark may be made, that the financial system 
was kept entirely detached from the politics of the country 
the politicians interfered not at all with it; and its course 
was therefore an undisturbed one, answering the great 
purposes of all financial systems, benefiting the people, 
promoting industry, awakening well directed enterprise, 
and therefore reflecting credit upon the Government. 

Immediately upon the close of the period embraced 
within the comments I have now submitted to the commit- 
tee, a new order of things arose. The country was in a 
state of unequalled tranquillity in all its prominent inter- 
ests. The excitements of party had been, and continued 
to be, animated and bristling: but the business of the 
country was successfully pursued in all its accustomed 
channels. But, with a new adminiatration, new men had 
found their way into the publie councils. Adventurers 
were numerous: the appetite for distinction, for office, but 
more especially for money, became unappeasable. Politi 
cians rose up in myriads of swarms, If the present mo- 
ment would not suffice to provide them with the claimed 
rewards and spoils of victory, the future was drawn upon ; 
and partisanship scented its prey in every avenue and by 
yath that led to game to be run down. ‘Thus was the field 
of political aspiration immensely widened. Within the 
great vortex of party politics were absorbed, one after ano- 
ther, all the great interests of the country. Nothing escaped 
that could by any possibility minister to the hopes or the 
| cupidity of politicians. And thus was it that the business 
| interests, the financial systems, the moneyed institutions, 
| gradually and successively fell before the destroyer. Each 
and all surrendered, or were trodden down beneath the 
tread of the political war-horse. In this way was prostra- 
ted the United States Bank. For the purposes which | 
have now indicated to the committee, were the public 
moneys of the United States wrenched from their legal 
depository, and thrown down at the feet of the politicians. 

These events, the first in that train of measures which 
have led to the existing embarrassments of the country, 
occurred about four years ago. Against these measures, 
in their inception, my venerable colleague [Mr. Anams} 
raised his warning voice. Intimately connected as he had 
been with the preceding policy of the country, well might 
his judgment be taken as oracular. Unfortunately, it was 
disregarded and set at naught. 

And what was the progress, what were the consequences 
of these measures; especially of the transfer of the public 
moneys to the new league or coalition of State institutions ! 
A general movement was made to obtain a share in the 
division and distribution. The appeals which were made 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be made ‘* fiscal 
agents” of the Government, are many of them spread out 
upon our legislative records; and they evince, in too many 
instances, a cringing servility, at war with all just ideas o! 
republican dignity and independence. The removal was 
eflected under the dictation of that extraordinary man who 
has but recently descended from the Presidency. ‘I he 
public moneys were distributed throughout the country ; 
and, under the repeated injunctions of the Treasury De- 
partment, founded upon the instructions of the President, 
which I shal] not stop to collate or refer to more particu- 
larly, the chosen banks were directed to use those moneys 
for the public accommodation in every variety of way. 
And so were they used; they were carried into every 
branch of business, regular and speculative. They were 
absorbed in the speculations in the public lands; they 
formed the nucleus for the erection of new banks; they 
were sought after with avidity by partisans; they found 
their way wherever money can go, and for all purposes to 
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which money can be applied. In the general scramble for 
the means of speculation, bank rose into existence upon 
bank, and incredible was the rapidity with which these 
moneys performed their circuit through the routine of 
banks, land offices, and the counters of the receivers. 

And what is the exhibit which sober and undisputed 
facts present to us, of the state of our financial affairs with- 
in seven years from the close of the period of which I have 
already given an account? ‘The report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury has been placed before us, furnishing an 
ample view of the banking institutions of the country up 
to December, 1836. From that report, we learn that at 
the latest period to which the report is brought down, there 
were 823 banks in the country, including 146 branches ; 
and that the capital amounted to more than three hundred 
and seventy-eight millions; and the circulation to more 
than one hundred and eighty-five millions. Here is an 
increase, in a little less than seven years, of nearly five 
hundred banks—of more than two hundred and thirty- 
three millions of capital—and of more than one hundred 
and twenty-four millions of circulation. There are now 
considerably more than twice as many banks as there were 
in 1830, nearly three times as much capital, and more than 
three times as much circulation. 

This increase of banking facilities, for which it would 
be difficult if not impossible to find a parallel, commenced 
immediately after the first attack upon the old and long- 
accredited financial system of the country. But the larger 
growth of this rank crop of banks was subsequent to that 
revolutionary measure, the removal of the deposites. The 
banking capital created within the last seven years is great- 
er than all the banking capital created during the whole ait- 
terior period of our history. How could such a state of in- 
flation and excess long exist without being felt through 
every part and parcel of the business of the country? Shall 
we be amused with speculative notions about overtrading, 
when an exhibit like this is staring us in the face? If the 
President wishes for an example of the overaction of which 
he speaks in his meassage, here it is—the concomitant and 
consequence of that fatal measure, the transfer of the pub- 
lic funds, to which he gave his strenuous counsels and ad- 
vice. If overaction, overtrading, overspeculation ever ex- 
isted, they are to be found in this inflated, overcharged, 
and now exploded system of banking, which the counsels 
and instructions of the last and present administrations of 
the General Government substituted for the system which 
preceded it. I do not intend to say, or wish to be under- 
stood as implying, that this extraordinary course of meas- 
ures was entered upon with a view to the result now man- 
tfested. It is unnecessary to take this ground, could it be 
maintained. I impeach not motives. I inquire for facts. 
With these facts, well authenticated, [ go wherever truth 
will lead me. No one, it seems to me, can shut his eyes 
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upon the fact, the pre-eminent fact, that here, in this inor- | 
dinate stimulus to banking—this furnishing of means with- | 
out stint, limitation, or caution—is to be found the cause | 
of the excesses which have been indulged in; of the over- | 


action which has gorged every channel of business; and of 


1 
' 


the disasters which have bowed down the country under a | 


yoke too heavy to be borne. 
A member from Ohio (Mr. Hamen] has said that the 


with the distribution of the surplus revenue, are, in his 
view, the true causes uf the troubles which have afflicted 
the country. And he asks, with an air of triumph, did 
General Jackson, did Mr. Van Buren, did the friends of 
the past or present administration, either or all of them, 
induce that debt to be incurred! I answer, unhesitatingly, 
because J answer upow the solid foundation of facts, they 
did, each and all of them. Has that gentleman examined 
the course, the progress of that debt! I apprehend, if he 
had done so, he would have discovered some facts suffi- 
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cient to lead him to doubt the policy of some measures of 
the last few years, to which he has given, if I mistake not, 
his vigorous aid. During the year in which the celebrated 
tariff compromise bill was adopted, the imports of free 
goods into the United States amounted to about sixteen 
millions of dollars. According to the last annual report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, giving statements of the 
commerce and navigation of the country for the last year, 
the amount of free goods imported had risen in their esti- 
mated value to more than ninety-two millions of dollars. 
During the same year the whole imports of every descrip- 
tion amounted to nearly one hundred and ninety millions 
of dollars. The import of goods ‘free of duty,” there- 
fore, was equal, very nearly, to one-half of the whole im- 
portation of the year; and the difference between the im- 
ports and exports was over sixty one millions—the balance 
of the former over the latter. 

Now, how will the gentleman from Ohio account for 
this extraordinary increase of goods imported ‘‘free of 
duty,” within the short period of about three years, upon 
any other ground than that of the incessant attacks which 
have been annually made upon the compromise bill? It 
has been the policy of the administration to take off the 
duties from all goods, the importation of which, it was sup 
posed, would not directly interfere with the products of 
American industry. But the indirect interference does 
not seem to have been cared for. This has induced the 
importer to glut the American market with cheap foreign 
fabrics and products: and the direct attacks which have 
been made upon the system, from year to year, have had 
a tendency at the same time to paralyze our own manu- 
facturers. And then, striking in unfortunately with this 
policy, there has been the extraordinary facility for cbtain- 
ing means and credit to carry on the foreign trade, since 
the removal of the deposites: for since that event it is that 
the principal part of the enormous increase of free goods 
imported has taken place. I repeat, then, that the foreign 
debt has been incurred under the inducements held forth 
by this incautious policy of the administration. And thus 
itis that the overtrading of the merchants, about which 
so much has been said, and so vaguely said too, lies at the 
door of the past and present administrations, and is trace- 
able, with great directness, to the breaking up of our old 
financial system. 

I find myself fully sustained in the view which an ad- 
herence to facts compels me to take of the causes of the 
existing disasters, by a recurrence to a very absorbing and 
interesting topic—the sales of the public lands. For acon- 
siderable number of years anterior to the removal of the 
deposites, the income accruing from the sales of the nation- 
al domain averaged, annually, not more than two millions 
of dollars. Immediately upon the great change effected 
by that extraordinary measure of General Jackson, we 
find a rapid and startling increase in those sales; so that, 
in the three years following that event, the increase from 
this source amounted on an average to fifteen millions a 
year. In the year 1836, the amount was considerably over 
twenty millions. ‘The proceeds of the sales during the pe- 
riod which intervened between the removal of the deposites 
and another great event, the distribution of the surplus rev- 


| enue among the States, were more than equivalent to the 
foreign debt, which he estimates at thirty millions, together 


whole amount set apart for deposite under the provision 


| of the distribution act. 


The committee will see, therefore, that but for the im- 
pulse which was given to the spirit of speculation by the 
transfer of the public funds from their legal depository to 
those points from which money accommodations were ad- 
visedly urged upon the public, no surplus revenue would 
have accrued for distribution. But as soon as the public 
funds were withdrawn from the influence of that financial 
system which, through all the reverses consequent upon 
overtrading and overspeculating, had kept the machinery 
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of business steady and well-ordered, a revolution follow- 
ed which disjointed every thing, diverting business from 
its fixed orbit, and giving a wild and erratic play to that 
headlong mania for speculation, which absorbed all and 
controlled all, until itself finally exploded. Nor is it to be 
concealed, nor can it be denied, because the records of this 
House bear the proof, that the politicians, the partisans, 
were most eager, most importunate in pursuit of those 
means of speculation. 


Nor can it be irrelevant here to remind some members of | 


the committee, especially the gentleman [Mr. Pickens, of 


S. C.] who opened the debate upon the bill immediately | 


before us with so much earnestness and vehemence, that, 
from the statement I have now made, it follows, most con- 
clusively, that the tariff system is not to be held account- 


able or chargeable as the cause of the extraordinary sur- | 


plus, so universally and so justly deplored. Such an opin- 
ion has been advaiced, over and over again, and is relied 
upon as furnishing a stable reason for frittering away, in 
detail, the good effects contemplated by the celebrated com- 
promise. 
show indisputably the impolicy of the attempt to interfere 
with the just operation of that compromise. ‘That impolicy 
is still more convincingly manifested by the facts, now pre- 
sented to the committee, which point to the true origin of 
the surplus revenue. The public domain has been the 
great field of speculation ; and the excessive banking, con- 
sequent upon the removal of the deposites, and principally 
warmed into existence by that measure, has poured forth 
the overshadowing means by which that speculation was 
conducted. 

Iam still further fortified in the position I have taken, 
and the opinions | entertain concerning the causes of the 
embarrassments of the country, by a consideration of the 


been the theme of so much self-glorification. It is unne- 
cessary here to inquire into the necessity for an ample 
specie basis for the circulating medium of the country, 
Such a basis is indispensable, and never can, without crimi- 
nal neglect, be overlooked by amy prudent and watchful 
administration of the Government. But the idea of forcing 
a circulation of specie in any one country, whilst the sup- 
ply of the precious metals for all is extremely limited, can- 
not be sustained for a moment upon any sound notions of 
public economy. A circumscribed medium exclusively of 
specie may be imposed, and carried out perhaps, but it must 
be at the risk of sacrificing or overturning the great busi- 
ness interests of the country, and of throwing the limited 
business that may remain into the hauds of a monopolizing 
few. 

The excessive importations of specie by the last admin- 
istration, at a time when the balance of trade was largely 
against us, and a very large foreign debt was outstanding, 
militated most strikingly against all the acknowledged laws 
of trade. And this, in connexion with the Treasury order 
or specie circular, as it has usually been termed, hastened 
the approach of that financial crisis, which, without the 
powerful and electric aid of these causes, might have been 
longer postponed, but, in all probability, could have been 
avoided. The drain of specie from the East deeply af- 
fected all the operations of business which are there con- 
centrated; and the fountains of our whole system were 
thus broken up. Vast as have been the importations of 
specie from abroad, did that specie enter into the circula- 
tion of the country? Were the promises concerning it at 
all fulfilled! Have not those promises long been the by- 
word and jest of the scoruer? And are not the precious 
metals banished from among us so far as the purposes of 
circulation are concerned ? 

This was most certainly true long before the crisis ar- 
rived. Instead of enlarging the circulating medium of the 
country in any essential degree, the imported specie was 


I have already commented upon the facts, which | 
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employed most extensively in forming the basis of new 
and increased banking operations. And thus, what was 
probably well intended theoretically by the Government, 
operated to defeat the very object which the Government 
professed to have in view. We are not to forget, however, 
that this very rage for banking, which in this manner so 
sadly crossed the path of the late administration, grew up 
under the fostering and nurturing of its own measures. [n 
this fact we have an illustration, that ought not to be lost 
upon us, of the extreme hazard which is always incurred 
by a violent and uncalled-for interfence with a subject so 
sensitive and delicate as the currency of a country. 

I have now gone through, succinctly, the consideration 
I intended of the causes which have conspired to bring the 
country to its present disastrous condition. Iam unable 
to avoid the conclusion—to my mind it is as ready as it is 
irresistible—that these causes have led directly to that 
overaction, which is the genuine manifestation or develop- 





' ment of the disease with which the country is afflicted. 


And what has been the result?) What has been the wind- 
ing up of that long train of measures, violently entered up- 
on, and energetically pursued, which must, in all time to 
come, hold up Andrew Jackson to the country as no ordi- 
nary man? The result is stamped upon the country in 
deep and broad traces. ‘The winding up of this experi- 
meut of a new and better currency has ingulfed Govern- 
ment and people in one common bankruptcy. The causes, 
of which I have spoken, opened throughout the land a 
boundless field of credit, accessible through myriads of av- 


| enues to the lowest and obscurest spots. Every description 


of business felt the effects of this overshadowing credit— 
to such a degree, indeed, that, during the period to which 
I have referred, the amount of all kinds of transactions bas 


| been estimated to transcend five hundred millions of dol- 


effects of the immense importations of specie, which have | Jars. 


And when, at length, the experiment ran out, and 
the catastrophe came, the country was found, and sti.! re- 
mains, with its commerce prostrated, industry at a stand, 
the banks unable to redeem their bills, and the Govern- 
ment rich only in unavailable means. 

The Government and the people being thus alike em- 
barrassed and paralyzed, it would seem to be the dictate of 
ordinary wisdom that they should make common cavse, 
and breast themselves together against the storm. Espe- 
cially would it very naturally be expected of the Govern- 
ment that they should not abandon the people, and seek to 
find refuge and safety for themselves alone. ‘lheir meas- 
ures having prostrated both in a common calamity, the 
country had a right to look for peculiar favor in any con- 
templated schemes of relief. The measures which have 
brought about this deplorable state of things were never 
asked for by the people. They never petitioned for 
change in the financial system of the country. They nev- 
er even complained of the operation of that system. As 
far as their opinions and wishes can be gathered from the 
representations of their agents upon this floor, in this the 
House of the people, they were contented with things as 
they were. It is historically true, that all the remarkable 
and extraurdinary measures on which I have commented, 
met, when proposed, the signal rebuke of the representa- 
tives of the people. ‘The two measures most decisive, ef- 
fective, and revolutionary in their character and tendency— 
the removal of the deposites, and the Treasury order, or 
specie circular—have never obtained any favor within these 
walls. They have been sustained, and the latter is still 
sustained, against the will of the people. Emphatically is 
this true, and not to be denied. 

With what face, then, can the Government seek relief, 
to the exclusion of the great mass of the country?) W hy 
shall those who have devised, counselled, advocated, and 
adopted the measures which have resulted in a depreciated 
currency, be relieved from the inequalities of that curren- 
cy; whilst the people, who, to say the least, have been 
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passive in regard to those measures, are left alone to reap 
and enjoy the harvest of their bitter fruits ! 

But it is said that two of the bills before us are specially 
intended for the relief of the country : the one authorizing 
a further postponement of payment upon duty bonds; and 
the other to adjust the remaining claims upon the late de- 
posite banks. If there be relief in these bills, it is obvious 
to remark that it is extremely limited in its scope. But 
whose is the sole interest to be secured, if it can be secu- 
red, by these bills? Is it not the Government’s!? By 
pressing its debtors, the merchants and the Sonthwestern 
banks, the Government may lose all; by granting an ex- 
tension of time, all may be saved. 

The Committee of Ways and Means have reported three 
bills, in conformity with the recommendations of the Exec- 
utive, and growing out of the relations of the Government 
to the disasters which have befallen the country. The first 
proposes to postpone the fourth instalment of deposite with 
the States; the second authorizes the issuing of ten mil- 
lions of Treasury notes; the third is a bill to impose ad- 
ditional duties as depositaries on public officers. The ope- 
ration of all these bills has distinct reference to the Govern- 
ment. The same committee also reported a resolution, 
declaring it ‘*inexpedient to charter a national bank.” I 
was debarred from the expression of my opinions upon this 
proposition, after having risen to address the House, by the 
operation of the previous question—that convenient piece 
of machinery to check debate, but applied so only in this 
the freest Government in the world. That proposition is 
one of the three connected with the great question of the 
currency, to which our attention has been directed. I 
voted against it distinctly upon the ground of its being bald 
and abstract in its terms. I voted against it upon another 
ground—because it negatived the only wishes or opinions 
which have come before us by petition from the people. 
We have the sub-Treasury scheme suggested to us by the 
President; we have a new modelling of the deposite bank 
system presented by a member from Virginia, [Mr. Ganr- 
LaNp.] The proposition for a national bank finds its way 
to us only through numerous and respectful petitions. I 
am unwilling to thrust aside unceremoniously a proposition 
to which the people have invited our attention. I should 
be unwilling to dispose of any scheme, even that of the 
sub-Treasury, in so summary a manner. I would receive 
and entertain all of them; I would reject no one, until it 
was laid before us in proper form and features, that we 
might examine it in its practical details, and judge of it 
with precision. I know not that I should vote for a bill to 
charter a national bank. I have no constitutional difficul- 
ties in regard to it; but I should seek to have it well guard- 
ed and secured at all peints, especially, as far as possible, 
against the machinations of partisan politicians—the root, 
the fruitful source, as [ verily believe, of all the troubles 
that afflict the country. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the administration having deter- 


mined to shape their policy, under the new and extraor- | 


dinary circumstances of the country, with special reference 
to themselves and to their own distinct interests, let us look 
at the measures suggested for our consideration. 

We have a bill to postpone the fourth instalment of the 
surplus revenue. I opposed that bill in the committee. I 
shall record my vote against it, in whatever shape it may 
come up. In the present condition of the country, the 
payment of that instalment, amounting to nearly ten mil- 
lions of dollars, would operate to that extent advantage- 
ously to the people. I am unable to see the necessity for 
the postponement. I have carefully examined the report 
of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury on the finances; I have 
examined all the subsidiary and *‘* verified’ statements that 
have been laid before us from various quarters. If the de- 
ficiency supposed by the Secretary were susceptible of clear 
proof, that proof ought to be on our tables. I have not 
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seen it. If it exist, it can be shown by that which does 
not lie: it is a matter of figures. I shall not follow the 
steps of the gentlemen who have addressed the committee 
in this particular, by going into the details upon this sub- 
ject. The task is irksome. I agree fully with most who 
have preceded me, that a clear case has not been made out 
by the Secretary. No one can doubt that the Treasury is 
in an embarrassed condition: the mismanagement of the 
finances and the disruption of our whole system could not 
but throw our exchequer into utter confusion. ‘That is the 
evil under which we are laboring. Confusion reigns 
through every department of finance and business, Hence 
arises the unintelligible exhibit which has been made by 
the Secretary. In the deposite banks there remains a bal- 
ance greater than the amount of the fourth instalment. 
Very many of the States could and would make an ar- 
rangement with those banks for their proportion of that 
instalment, which would be beneficial to the banks, satis- 
factory to the States, and tend to the relief of the Govern- 
ment. Tothose States which, from their relative position, 
could not enter into such arrangements, drafts, in the lan- 
guage of the Secretary, ‘‘ drawn, but not yet paid, though 
payable,”’ and therefore, in the view of the Government, 
equivalent to specie, would fully answer the purpose. ln 
whatever light I regard this subject, it seems to me to be 
demanded, by every consideration that can enter into a 
sound and just policy, to pay over the fourth instalment to 
the States, even at the hazard of some inconvenience and 
even sacrifice. 

The bill to authorize the issue of Treasury notes to the 
amount of ten millions I oppose ; because 1 deem the prop- 
osition, if not unconstitutional according to the recently 
avowed opinion of General Jackson, certainly fraught with 
the greatest hazard, and of dangerous tendency as a money 
measure or experiment of the Government. It is a bad 
precedent to establish: it has once only been resorted to 
in the history of the past, and then in the extraordinary 
emergency of war. It is a scheme which furnishes too 
great facility for money making to any administration. It 
is a power too easy to be perverted ; and the exercise of it 
is inconsistent with the simpiicity of republican institutions. 
Surrender this power as a matter of ordinary legislation ; 
connect with it the proposed system of sub-T'reasuries, de- 
signating the kind of currency which the Government is 
to demand, and you fix upon the country at once a Trea- 
sury bank in its worst form. I cannot shut my eyes upon 
the suggestion which has been made in another branch by 
a distinguished and now willing advocate of all these mea- 
sures, that the Government ought to provide fur an emis- 
sion of paper money, declaring his opinion ut the same 
time that inconvertible paper does not constitute a suitable 
currency. I believe the same opinion has been avowed 
during the debate in this House. Such a proposition would 
carry us back at once to the old continental inoney: so 
monstrous 2 proposition shows most convincingly the dan- 
gerous career we have before us, in consequence of depart 
ing from a financial system that had been reared upon the 
foundation of a long and successful experience. 

I have voted, sir, in favor of an amendment of the Trea- 
sury note bill, to authorize the Government to raise, by 
loan, such sum of money as the actual wants of the Trea 
sury demanded. ‘That is the mode of raising money which 
the constitution has designated. ‘* Congress shall have 
power to borrow money on the cre‘lit of the United States.”’ 
I see no reason for departing from this plain requisition of 
the constitution. I see every reason, in the avowed and 
obvious disposition of the Government to resort to experi- 
ments, why we should adhere strictly and guardedly to 
such a requisition. I repeat, sir, that I am willing to vote 
for any sum of money that shall be needed to relieve the 
Government from its embarrassments ; but I am not willing 
todo so in any way but that which shall be clear, safe, 
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and in accordance with the letter and spirit of the consti- 
tution. 

The sub-Treasury scheme, or bill imposing additional 
duties as depositaries on public officers, is confessedly the 
leading and distinguishing measure of the session. It has 
been characterized, and I think justly, as a proposition 
to detach the interests of the Government from those of 
the people; to give to the Government a ‘‘ better currency, ” 
and to the people such a one as they shall feel willing, or 
be compelled, to content themselves with. This represen- 
tation, I know, has been denounced, as if it were inten- 
tionally used as the watchword of party. Were it really 
such, I would freely join in the denungiation. But I look 
upon it as accurately descriptive of the bill. Such are the 
whole tenor and scope of it; and the only way in which, 
under the operation of this measure, there can be a com- 
munity of interest and of feeling between Government ans) 
people will be by the universal adoption of the same scheme. 
When that event occurs, we shall have arrived at the much- 
talked-of age of an exclusive metallic currency. If this 
measure shall receive the sanction of Congress, and pass 
into the solemo form of a law, the conflict will be but com- 
menced between the system to which the country has been 
accustomed from the earliest days of the republic, and that 
system which bears upon its front the baptismal name of 
‘‘untried expedient.” Is it phiin to suppose that this 
whole people will quietly and unrepiningly witness the ex- 
hibition of their own servants in the undisputed enjoyment 
of a high privilege, and thernselves excluded from all par- 
ticipation in it? A stormy and wrathful contest will arise, 
upon which, even as a fancy sketch, no patriot can look 
with composure. Sir, I cannot join in the crusade, which 
the adoption of this measure, as the settled policy of the 
Governinent, cannot but beat up against the long-standing 
order of things. I will not consent ruthlessly to pull down 
an ancient institution, until I can be convinced the substi- 
tute for it shall better answer the purpose. I am content- 
ed, nay, anxious to reform, where reform is necessary ; but 
Tt cannot yield to what { feel confident must be the effect of 
this bill, if carried through to its outside purposes. I can- 
not agree to destroy. 


plant my opposition to this sub-Treasury scheme. Carried 
out into all its consequences, the effect of it must be, to 
change the framework of society ; to revolutionize property 
and business ; to reduce the former indefinitely and most es- 
sentially, and to withdraw the latter into the hands of the 
few; to circumscribe, and almost to obliterate the field for 
enterprise; to paralyze credit; to deaden the vigorous arm 
of industry ; and, finally, and in one word, to give to wealth 
that ascendency which nothing but free competition can 
break down, and to make poverty hug its chains more 
closely. Whilst the tendency of this scheme must be to 
give superior and unjustifiable privileges té wealth in large 
accumulations, and necessarily to make the poor poorer, 


upon that immense mass of our community, which, I 
would to God, were the one and only mass—the men of 


regulated. 


jections which are urged against this bill with great force 
as a inatter of business. Its insecurity forms of itself an 


ted. The placing of public funds in the hands of individ- 
vals for eafe-keeping or disbursement, leads the depositary 
into that temptation from which every prudent man should 
pray to be delivered. ‘The importunities of frieudship 
alone have, through this means, dragged down many an 
honest name to the dust. The fief of such temptation 
should be hedged in as much as possible, not enlarged. 
Gentlemen have referred already to sad cases of defalcation 


the blight and mildew of it must fall in a special manner | 


abundant reason why it should be distrusted and repudia- | 
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This, then, is the stable and firm ground upon which I | 


moderate property and of enterprise, chastened and well | 
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from this source in several of the States. The Common- 
wealth from which I come is not without this stain upon 
its history. And what is the experience which the records 
of one department ef this Government have recently fur 
nished ? Within the last eight or ten years, over eighteen 
hundred instances of defaleation are officially reported to 
have occurred in the Post Office Department. Who does 
not know that most or all of the motives in the way of 
temptation either do not operate at all, or to a very limited 
extent, in regard to funds entrusted to corporations? Si, 
these are considerations which ought to address themselve 
with great seriousness to wise and discreet statesmen. 

The necessary increase of Executive patronage is also a 
solid objection to-this bill. Such patronage, operating up- 
on the individual, is always dangerous. The state of pub- 
lic sentiment in this country points with singular signifi 
cancy to the sober truth, that such patronage ‘has in 
creased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished.” 

Mr. Chairman, I pass to the leading objection to this 
bill, which I am compelled to dispose of briefly, in con 
sequence of our being very nearly at the last stage of the 
deliberations of the session. This bill denies in the face 
of the country the obligation on the part of the Govern. 
ment to furnish a sound system of currency and of domes- 
tic exchanges. ‘The doctrines of the message upon this 
point are entirely new. But they are new, only because 
the Government, or rather the administration, instead of 
wisely retracing their steps, are determined to go on with 
their experiments ; and surely it cannot be strange that these 
experiments should interfere with the provisions of the cun- 
stitution as well as with the prosperity of the people. The 
administration, having resolved by this measure to detach 
their interests from those of the people, it necessarily fol- 
lows that the interests of the people are not to be cared for 
or provided for. The constitution has declared that Con- 
gress shall have power to regulate commerce between the 
States. Congress has always heretofore made such pro- 
vision, or attempted it, by establishing what has been 
deemed a sound curreney, and with it, and dependent up- 
The 
opinions of all our statesmen, of all parties, from the found- 
ation of the Government down to the present dynasty, 
have coincided upon this subject. And yet, we are now 
told that the Government might as well be called upon to 
convey the merchandise of its citizens from one point to 
another, as to regulate their internal commerce. Such are 
the absurdities to which we are reduced by a spirit of the- 
orizing and a fondness for experiments. In support of 
these novel and unheard-of notions, the example of the 
States of Europe is referred to; and their usages are mar 
shalled before us against an express provision of our con 
stitution, and the unbroken practice of the Government 
and country. Sir, who and what are we, tbat we are thus 
called upon to abandon all our experience, every lesson of 
our history, and to lay ourselves down at the feet of th 
inonopolists and autocrats of Europe? We differ from the 
whole of them, individually and collectively ; and I desire 
to thank God that we doso. We stand upon the solid 
platform of free institutions; we live only in the free hope 


| that is given to labor, and industry, and competition. W<: 


Mr. Chairman, I will not dwell upon the numerous ob- | 


are a confederacy of sovereign and independent Staics— 
many in number—and differing in our local institutions, 
arrangements, and usages. And are we to be referred to 
the single and consolidated arm of power in the States of 
Europe for business examples and currency precedents ' 
It is this peculiarity in our political fabric, which led the 
statesmen of the Revolution to make the provision in the 
constitution to which I have adverted ; it is the same pecu- 
liarity, distinguishing us from all other States, which hos 
led all our statesmen until now to conform to the wise fore- 
thought of those sages and patriots. 

Sir, I will not trouble you by recurring to the opinions 
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of the older statesmen. I will only refresh your recollec- 


tion by adverting to some of more recent date—to opin- | institutions, the character of our people, 


ions that have been uttered within the last four years. 
What does Mr. Taney say in one of his reports concern- 
ing the State or deposite banks? This is his language: 
«¢ They are providing a general currency at least as sound 
as that of the United Siates Bank, and will afford facilities 
to commerce and in the business of domestic exchange 
quite equal to any which the community heretofore enjoy- 
ed.” Again, he uses strong language—language free 
from all doubt, when he declares of the same banks that 
‘* they are competent to perform all the services which the 


Government ought to require, and to afford all the facili- | 


ties to the internal commerce and exchanges of the coun- 


ted States.” 


| 
| 
| 


} 


character of our 
the character of 
our labor. If he will come to the North, I will gladly in- 
troduce him to our farmers in their fields, to our mechanics 
at their benches, to our manufacturers at their looms. He 
will find them a body of men able and ready to explain to 
him what is meant by Northern labor, and what is the 
character of Northern institutions. He will find them full 
of general intelligence, possessed of a perfect knowledge of 
their own rights, and prepared to maintain them. Let me 
tell the gentleman he will not find them very patient 
listeners to his ‘* preaching of insurrection.” He will not 
find them flocking to the standard of a slavcholder, as he 


Sir, the gentleman misunderstands the 


| proclaims to them the way to ‘‘ universal emancipation 
try, which have been claimed from the Bank of the Uni- 


I offer but one opinion more—that of the late President | 


Jackson in that celebrated paper which was ‘‘ read to the 
cabinet.”” Who will doubt the meaning of this passage: 
‘Tt should also be enjoined upon any banks which may 
be employed, that it will be expected of them to facilitate 
domestic exchanges for .we benefit of internal commerce.” 

These are excellent opinions; but they were most unfor- 
tunately applied, as our sad experience every day is show- 
ing us. ‘They indicate the firm convictions of those who 
uttered them: and they correspond with all the opinions of 
past time upon the subject un'il now. Sir, the business 
of this great country cannot be carried on—it is monstrous 
to suppose it can be—without a sound, general currency, 
and a well-regulated system of domestic exchanges. These 
are indispensable. They are equally necessary to the man 
of large business and to the man of limited operations. 
Remittances are made by every class and almost by every 
individual in the community. How can they be made 
without a general and universally accredited currency? I 
declare to you, then, my unshaken ‘conviction that the 
people will not countenance the system you propuse in this 
bill. They will not consent to be cut off from these in- 
dispensable requisites of good business and healthful pros- 
perity. They will not suffer their best interests to be sac- 
rificed in order to gratify your unmanly attachment to im- 
practicable experiments. They will demand of you, they 
are already demanding of you, that you retrace your steps. 

Mr. Chairman, before concluding, I feel bound to no- 
tice sume remarks which fell from the member from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Prexens,} who opened this debate. That 
gentleman thought proper to make an attack upon North- 
ern labor, and, by way of retaliation upon ‘* Northern Ab- 
olitionism,” proclaims his intention to ‘* retort the preach- 
ing of insurrection ;” and the text which he takes is ‘* the 
universal emancipation of Northern labor from Northern 
fraud and duplicity.”” He represents the banks and cor- 
porations of the North as engaged in ‘* enslaving and sub- 
jecting the laboring class.” And he, a slaveholder, pro- 
poses to erect the standard of insurrection, and to draw 
thereto the laborers of the North. 


Does that gentleman understand what is meant by the | 


labor of the North? Does he deem it an instrument which 
he can wield to carry out his purposes of sedition and in- 
surrection! Let me tell the gentleman that the laboring 
classes of the North comprise the whole population of the 
North. ‘The great rule of existence there is labor, and 
only labor. I would like very well to see that gentleman 
advancing upon the North with his insurrectionary inten- 
tions. It would gratify me much to see him at the head 
of his new-raised cohorts, with his banners floating upon 
thé breeze, and, under the inspiration of martial music, 
marching forward ‘to preach the universal emancipation 
of Northern labor from Northern fraud and duplicity !” 
The holder of slaves at the South, preaching insurrection 
to the honest, intelligent, and independent laborers of the 
North! It would be an exhibition worthy to attract more 
than the gaze of curiosity. 





from Northern fraud and duplicity.” 

Sir, the gentleman misunderstands the nature of our 
banking institutions and other corporations, as much as he 
does the character of our labor. They are not engaged 
‘*in enslaving and subjecting the laboring class.” They 
are themselves the laboring class. The men of business 
of the North, the men who manage and control all these 
institutions, are the great middle class of society—the men 
who, by their own industry and intellect, have made thein- 
selves what they are. The banking institutions are owned 
not by the great capitalists, but by the active, thriving, 
and energetic men of business. The proprietorship of 
these institutions is for the most part in the hands of the 
men of moderate property, of females, of orphans, of chari- 
table societies. I do not stand here as the apologist or the 
advocate of banks. Much, very much they may have done 
wrong. They are in the hands of the people at all times, 
for regulation and reform. Sir, I will not detain the com- 
mittee, but I cannot avoid asking permission to read a pas- 
sage fiom a letter of a distinguished personage upon this 
subject, which expresses, better than I can do it, what I 
deem to be the truth upon this subject. The letter was 
addressed to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, of the Congress before the last. 

*«If taere were no State banks, the profitable business 
of banking and exchange would be monopolized by the 
great capitalists. Operations of this sort require capital 
and credit to a large extent; and a private individual in 
moderate circumstances would be unable to conduct them 
with any advantage. It is proper that the business of 
banking and exchange should be open, as far as practica- 
ble, to the most free competition, and its advantages shared 
by all classes of society. Individuals of moderate means 
cannot participate in them, unless they combine together, 
and, by the union of many small sums, create a large 
capital, and establish an extensive credit. It is impossible 
to accomplish this object without the aid of acts of incorpo- 
ration. The incorporated banks, moreover, under proper 


| management, will offer a safe and convenient investment 
| of small sums, to persons whose situations and pursuits 


disable them from employing their money profitably in any 
other mode. 

‘*No commercial or manufacturing community could 
conduct its business to any advantage, without a liberal 
system of credit, and a facility of obtaining money on loan, 
when the exigencies of business may require it. ‘This can- 
not be obtained without the aid of a paper circulation, found- 
ed on credit.” 

This is the language of the present Chief Justice of the 
United States, when Secretary of the Treasury ; and here I 
leave the banks. 

Let the gentleman from South Carolina proceed in his 
insurrectionary project against the labor and the institutions 
of the North. He looks for aid from the operation of this 
sub-Treasury scheme. It might aid him, it is true; but 
with whoin, that is sound hearted, will that consideration 
recommend the scheme? Let the gentleman proceed. He 
will return from the campaign mortified as well as instruct- 
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ed. His purpose is vain; his threats are impotent. As 
well might he attempt a crusade against the grave yards of 
the North, and seek to spread ruin and destruction over the 
memorials of our dead, as expect to carry on a warfare, 
with any hope of success, against the industry, the enter- 
prise, the sagacity, the honor of New England and the 
North. 

When Mr. Cataovun had concluded, 

Mr. POPE adressed the Chair. He observed that he 
rose with reluctance, and much hesitation, to give his views 
to the committee on the principles involved in the bill, and 
the several subjects connected with it, after they had been 
discussed with so much ability in both Houses of Congress, 
and our session had approached its termination. He was 
aware that the committee were impatient to have the de- 
bate closed, and to take the question. He felt, however, 
that duty to the expectations of his immediate constituents 
and to himself furbade him to give a silent vote on a meas- 
ure of so much magnitude, both in principle and conse- 
quences. 

Many topics had been introduced into our debates du- 
ring the present session, which did not seem to belong to 
any of the measures before us, and with reference to the 
parties in this House and the past political struggles of the 
country, to which he begged leave to give a passing notice. 
We ought (said Mr. P.) to lay out of view every thing 
which does not belong to the crisis in which we are placed ; 
and it seemed to him that gentlemen of all parties should 
elevate themselves for a moment above the mere party con- 
tests of the day, and act exclusively with reference to the 
good of the country. The vessel of state, in relation to our 
monetaty system, appeared to be stranded, and all certain- 
ly should unite to put it fairly afloat again upon the great 
current of the public interest. 

Mr. Chairman, the part I acted in the election of the late 
Chief Magistrate is well known; and on that account I have 
ever been unwilling to assail him or the measures of his ad- 
ministration. His veto of the bank bill, the removal of the 
deposites, and other acts tending to an alarming increase of 
Executive powers, at the expense of the other branches of 
the Government, were so much at war with his opinion of 
the principles and genius of our free institutions, that I have 
for several years declined to participate in the mere party 
struggles of the country. While I could not endorse the 
measures alluded to, I have not indulged in bitter censure or 
crimination of those with whom I have been politically assv- 


ciated. In my canvass for a seat here, I appealed to no party | 


on party grounds. My opinions about the United States 
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Bank, currency, &c., were given to the people with open- | 


ness and candor. Without disguise or evasion, or any 
mental reservation whatever, (Mr. P. said,) he had pub- 
licly avowed to his constituents his firm conviction that a 
national bank was a necessary and proper fiscal agent for 
the Government, the best regulator of our paper system, 
and an important auxiliary to the foreign and domestic 
commerce of the United States; and for the correctness of 
that opinion, he had appealed to the force of reason and 
experience. 

Mr. P. declared that, notwithstanding all the denuncia- 
tions of the bank or a bank of the United States, his firm 
and unshaken belief was, that it is the best pussibie remedy 
of a permanent character which can be applied to cure the 
disorders in the local currencies, check excessive issues of 


paper money, and insure to the nation a stable and uniform | 


medium, and restore a healthy action to our money system. 
Public opinion in the Western States was strong and de- 
cisive in favor of this measure, and would be more so, from 
causes which do not apply as strongly to the Atlantic States. 
In Virginia, Maryland, New York, and other States on the 
Atlantic, the people trade to the cities on the seaboard in 
their own States; and the local currency will answer their 
purposes to a considerable extent. The trade of the West- 
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ern States is carried on to distant places, much of it through 
other States, and the local currencies will not answer, and 
our Western traders are subjected to much loss in changing 
the paper received in every State through which they pass, 
going and returning; and all this loss falls on the farmers 
of the West; whereas, while the branch banks of the Uni- 
ted States Bank existed in the South and West, the travers 
were not subjected to the losses and inconveniencies to 
which they are now exposed. 

As so much has been said about merchants and over- 
trading, &c., Mr. P. would remark that he represented an 
agricultural district, and that the farmers of the West were, 
if possible, more urgent than any other class for a national 
bank, in order to have a currency in which they could con- 
fide—one sound and uniform. They had experienced the 
beneficial effects of a United States bank, and were desirous 
to see that sound condition of things restored. Mr. Chair- 
man, (said Mr. P.,) I had occasion to act on this question 
of a national bank twenty-five years ago, in the other 
branch of Congress; and I then examined it with an honest 
inquiry after truth, and became entirely satisfied of the cun- 
stitutionality and the great utility of such an institution. 
The opinion I then formed I have maintained ever since, 
through good and evil report. Whether popular or unpop- 
ular, (Mr. P. said,) he had made it a rule through life, 
when duty required him to act on a principle of cardinal 
importance or vital interest to the people, to explore it 
well, to establish truth in his own mind, and to adhere to 
it, unless overruled by the deliberate will of his fellow-citi- 
Fortunately for him at this moment, in the opinion 
he expressed, he stood supported by the voice of those whio 
sent him there, and the State at large. 

Mr. Chairman, before I proceed to bestow a special con- 
sideration on this sub Treasury scheme, contemplated by 
the bill under consideration, or a national bank, which 
seems to be associated with it in this debate, permit mie to 
notice other topics so frequently adverted to at this ses- 
sion. We are daily entertained or disturbed about the an- 
nexation of Texas, the tariff, and abolition. On the sub 
ject of Texas, I have no opinion at present to give ; indeed, 


; I have not considered it sufficiently to decide on the power 


or expediency of the annexation of Texas, if desired by 
the people of that country. Mr. P. said he was not pre- 
pared to say to what extent our plan of government could 
expand without endangering its integrity. It was a ques- 
tion on which an American statesman should not indulge 
hasty speculations; it was one which demanded grave and 
profound consideration. 

In the old world there seemed to be natural barriers !e- 
tween nations—the Alps and Pyrenees separated commu- 
nities; but here we had disregarded those geographical di- 
visions, and cut down and perforated the Allegany which 
divided the Atlantic States from the great Western valley 
By roads and canals, with the consequent facility and ra- 
piditv, we bad contracted practically the extent of our ter- 
ritury. I would, however, implore gentlemen from the 
North and East, and especially the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] never to urge 
as a ground of opposition to ‘Texas that slavery is to!- 
erated in that country. It does not appear to be a le- 
gitimate ground of opposition, Should the provinces of 
Cunada be ever separated from the mother country, and 
their independence established on the plains of Abraham, 
and that people should desire to be made part of this re- 
public, I should not think of objecting that they have or 
have not slaves. The question ought to be viewed on 
more elevated ground. We should bear in mind that, in 
the struggle for liberty and independence, Virginia and 
Massachusetts shook hands as brothers, and staked theit 
lives, fortunes, and sacred honor, in the common cause 
Each State was left free to act in relation to domestic sla- 
very. 
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It affords me pleasure, on this occasion, Mr. Chairman, | rifice the interest of the South to advance or aggrandize any 
to do justice to the consistency of the respectable gentle- | other portion of the Union. He would, however, take 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] in the opinion he | leave to remark that he believed that at no distant day Vir- 
has expressed that Congress has no power to annex Texas | ginia and Kentucky will rival the Eastern States in many 
to the United States. I well recollect that he expressed the | branches of manufacture. ‘These States abound in coal, 
same opinion in the Senate during the session of 1807-’8, | water-power, and minerals, with a temperate climate ; and 
in regard to the admission of new States formed out of the | it has been said of Kentucky that she contains the richest 
territory of Louisiana; but, at the same time, avowed his | mineral wealth in the United States. Regions there, hardly 
willingness, and I believe with entire sincerity, while he | inhabited now, and considered of little value, will ultimate- 
could not cuncede the power to admit them, to vote for an | ly be filled with towns, villages, and an industrious and 
amendment of the constitution to authorize their admission. | thriving population. 

The subject of abolition, so often mentioned on this floor, In connexion with these vexed and exciting questions of 
has never disturbed the people of Kentucky, although a | abolition, tariff, annexation of Texas, we too often hear 
slave State. I know that there have been in my own | of disunion, &c., and I must confess, Mr. Chairman, (said 
State a large number adverse to slavery, desirous of getting | Mr. P.,) that I regret to hear language of this sort from 
rid of it by emancipation, or in some other way. Some, | the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
probably, were in favor of abolition; but experience and | Anams,] when speaking of ‘Texas. When contending for 
observation have convinced the warmest friends of em.an- | freedom and independence with Great Britain, our breth- 
cipation that any mode of terminating slavery and retain- | ren of the North did not object to an association with the 
ing them among us would be mischievous and danger- | South on the ground of domostic slavery. Kentucky is a 
ous. The Ohio river divides Kentucky from the free States | central State, and a farming or planting State; a great 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and, while we are aware | consumer of foreign and American manufactures. We, the 
that there is a religious feeling and some fanaticism in re- | people of Kentucky, although, from habit, education, per- 
lation to slavery, we indulge no suspicion that the great | sonal and commercial intercourse, partial to our Southern 
body of the people of those States are disposed to disturb | brethren, are not blind to the value and importance of our 
our slave property ; and, as to the enthusiasts and fanat- | political association with the Eastern States. We consider 
ics, we tolerate error and folly, while reason and practical | them the right arm of our national strength as a maritime 
observation are left free to counteract them. The ques- | power. For intelligence, hardy enterprise, and skill in 
tion of domestic slavery is one over which each State | commerce and navigation, they are not surpassed, if equal- 
must be left to exercise sovereign control, subject to the | led, by any nation of ancient or modern times. By the 
power of Congress in reference to the importation of slaves | union of free and slave States, by their joint counsels and 
from abroad. arms, our liberties and independence were achieved ; and 

The tariff is often mentioned, too, here, certainly foreign | let not the trashy effusions of fanatics, or the visionary 
to the subjects of our present deliberations. Permit me, | speculations of enthusiasts, disturb our tranquillity, or 
Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. P.,) to retrospect the history | weaken those ties by which these States have been so long 
of this tariff policy for the last thirty years. Nearly thirty | united. If we continue a united people, this nation will, 
years ago, he was a member of the other branch of Con- | at no distant period, by their justice and power, exercise 
gress; and gentlemen from the South and West, with the | more influence and control over the affairs of nations 
exception of Mr. John Randolph, and perhaps a few others, | than ancient Rome when mistress of the world, or Great 
favored the tariff policy ; and, in accordance with the ex- | Britain when she asserted the empire of the seas. He 
pressed or imputed opinions of Mr. Jefferson, advocated | begged pardon of the committee for digressing so far from 
the policy of rendering this country, to a great extent, in- | the question under consideration, and had only to as- 
dependent of the workshops of Europe. I well recollect | sure them that he was led off by a solicitude to divert their 
that [ united in this opinion, without having ever con- | attention from subjects which had been, as he thought, ra- 
sidered deeply the effects of this policy on the different | ther strangely brought into discussion, and to bring the 
sections of the Union. The people of the Eastern States | minds of all to a deep and solemn consideration of the ex- 
were at that time more inclined to employ their capital | isting crisis: for sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. 
in commerce than manufactures, and Mr. Hillhouse, a The bill under consideration provides not only for the 
Senator from Connecticut, a man of practical wisdom, re- | collection of the revenue, but the establishment of a num- 
marked to me, with apparent candor and much earnestness, | ber of sub-treasuries, to be located in different places in 
that it was wrong to force or stimulate manufactures pre- | the United States where the revenue and proceeds of the 
maturely ; that they ought and would grow up gradually | public lands are collected, and the Secretary of the Treas- 
with the growth of the nation. Circumstances, however, | ury is authorized to appoint agents to inspect the books 
turned a large portion of Eastern capital into manufactu- | and accounts of these sub-treasuries, and report to him. 
ring establishments, and the Eastern people, ever astute | Those charged with the collection and preservation of the 
and sagacious in whatever concerns their interest, asked | money drawn from the pockets of the people, with the 
for protection—more and more protection—until the South, | agent to inspect, &c., are to be appointed by the Executive, 
awakened to a sense of the effects of this protective policy | removable at his pleasure, and in all respects subject to his 
on the planting States, changed their course, and resisted | control. It is in substance a bill to unite the purse and 
this protective policy, which at one time gave rise to a most | sword of this Government in the hands of the President, 
angry and excited contest. Fortunately for our peace and } in derogation of a fundamental principle of our free con- 
harmony, the question was compromised by the agency of | stitution, and the title of it should be, a bill to consummate 
a Kentucky member of this House, and a distinguished | the overthrow of that equilibrium and division of power 
Senator from the same State ; they, at least, aided much in | which the wise founders of this republic intended to estab- 
restoring quiet to the country, and I hope that compromise | lish to secure American liberty. 
will not be disturbed; and that, until the year 1842, this The maxim that a division of power among different 
mutter will be at rest. It is very probable that the tariff | departments or bodies of magistracy was necessary to se- 
policy was carried too far. Kentucky is a consuming State, | cure liberty, seems tu have been better understood and 
as much so as Virginia and many other Southern States; | practically applied by the statesmen of modern times than 
and, while she admits the power and policy of giving rea- | in remote ages. This maxim has been incorporated into 
sonable protection to American industry, she will be among | all the American constitutions, and pervades every ramifi- 
the last to support, knowingly, any policy tending to sac- ‘ cation of this confederated republic. Such a division of 

Vor. XIV.—92 





















































































































































































































































































































































power as will prevent undue accumulation of power in the 
hands of one departmont or body of magistracy, was deem- 
ed by our ancestors essential to the security of the public 
liberty. This great principle forms a vital feature in the 
political law of modern Europe, where it is held that every 
power ought to be restrained within such limits as will in- 
sure the independence of neighboring States; and hence 
the numerous wars to maintain the balance of power. 

Our constitutions divide the powers of Government into 


several departments or bodies of magi-tracy, and these | 


powers are again divided between State and federal bodies 
of magistracy. ‘To the legislative department it belongs to 
impose taxes upon the people ; and | put the question to the 


grave and candid consideration of this committee, whether | 


it properly belongs to the Legislature or the Executive au 

thority to create or select the agent to keep and guard the 
money of the people, until drawn out in conformity to ap- 
propriations made by law? Is the Executive or Legisla- 
ture the keeper and guardian of the public treasure? In 
practice the first Bank of the United States was the chief 
agent in taking care of the public money, and the last bank 
was made the agent by legislative authority ; and that both 
were aafe and responsible agents is ascertained by the fact 
that no loss was ever sustained while they had the care of 
it; whereas we know that numerous defalcations, and 
frauds, and peculations, have been commitied by collectors, 
receivers, and others charged with the care of the public 
revenue. Large sums confided to individuals furnish temp- 
tations too strong for poor, weak human nature. Treasurers 
in Virginia and Kentucky, of the fairest character for purity 
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and honor, affurd strong proofs of the danger of confiding | 
large sums of money to the care of individuals; and both | 


States have directed the public money to be placed in sound 
and responsible banks. When it is deposited in a bank, to 
the credit of the Government, the whole corporation is re- 
sponsible. The capital of thirty-five millions of dollars of 
the late Bank of the United States was bound for the 
money placed in its vaults. 

I will not detain the committee by any calculation of the 
additional expense, or Executive patronage of this new 
scheme of sub-treasuries, because it is liable to other ob- 
jections of much more magnitude, ‘To what responsibility, 
Mr. Chairman, do you look for the security of the public 
revenue? Do you rely on the bonds and securities pro- 
vided for in this bill? Remember that there will be col- 
lected in the city of New York alone from twelve to fifteen 
millions; and that in the cities of Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Charleston, and New Orleans, from three to 


| 
| 
| 


five millions on an average will be received by the collectors | 


at each port; and a large amount of this money must re- 


main for a considerable time in their hands before it can be | 


paid out. In the whole of these sub-treasurics there will 
generally be on hand from five to ten millions of dollars. 
Now, sir, what individual and securities can be good and 
responsible for millions? Sir, you have no security for the 
safety of the public funds but in the honor and integrity of 
the officers charged with the care of them. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, other fears and objections in re- 
lation to this measure. ‘The officers to have charge of 
your money will be the creatures of the Executive, holding 
their offices at his pleasure, and responsible directly to 
him. We all know that money has become a powerful 
agent in our political contests, and especially in the 
large cities. Let me suppose a violent party contest for 


the Presidential office, and the man under whom these | 


treasurers hold their office a candidate; can you believe 
that they will resist the appeals of the friends of power, to 
use the public money to insure the election of their favor- 
ite candidate? I cannot think of a scheme more likely 
to be fatal to the purity of our institutions, and the pub 
lic liberty, than the one on your table. I deem it a 
most sacred duty of the representatives of the people 
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to place the money drawn by their authority from their 
constituents in safe hands, and not where it will be in 
danger of being wasted and plundered. The guardianship 
and care of the public treasure belongs to Congress, and 
not to the Executive. Acting upon this principle, and in 
accordance with the genius of our free institutions, the 
people of Kentucky, in convention, provided that the Trea- 
surer of the State, who was to be charged with the care of 
the public money, should be elected by the Legislature, 
while the appointment of all other officers was confided to 
the Governor and Senate. 

‘This measure seems designed to substitute an exclusive 
metallic currency for the specie and paper currency, that 
is, paper convertible into’ specie, te which the people have 
been accustomed for half a century. During forty years 
out of forty-eight of our political existence under the pre- 
sent constitution, we have had a currency consisting chiefly 
of silver money and bank money, that is, bank notes con- 
vertible into specie ; for such paper has been considered and 
called money from the commencement of the banking sys- 
tem in Europe. ‘That notes at all times convertible into spe- 
cie, such as were issued by the Banks of the United States, 
have keen deemed by the people money, and paid and re- 
ceived as such by all classes in this nation, is a fact of uni- 
versal notoriety. And why we should, after this long 
practice and experience, revolutionize our whole monetary 
system, and run counter to the fixed habits and prejudices 
of the people, I am utterly at a loss to imagine. Are gen- 
ulemen prepared to injure the best interests of the people, 
and endauger our domestic tranquillity merely to preserve 
their consistency in error? Would it not be more wise, 
manly, aud patriotic, regardless of all party considerations 
and past opinions, to sacrifice party opinions and a selfish 
policy on the altar of their country’s good? Let us, 
now look at our condition. According to the last esti- 
mates with which we have been furnished, there is now in 
the United States from sixty to eighty millions of gold and 
silver, twice as much as we ever had before, with double 
the number of baiks we had five years ago, and our whole 
land abounding with the finest crops ever before witnessed; 
and yet, strange to tell, owing to the instability in the pub- 
lic councils, and a disordered currency, confidence and 
credit are destroyed, and distrust and painful anxiety per- 
vade this great community. The commercial action of the 
nation is, to a great extent, suspended ; a large number of 
our vessels and steamboats are laid up and idle; and a 
large portion of the laboring classes thrown out of employ- 
ment. 

The wisest statesmen and purest patriots of this nation 
have abandoned long-established opinions and prejudices 
in obedience to the voice of experience and the exigencies 


| of their country; and why cannot we dv likewise to re- 


deem this people from the embarrassments, dangers, and 
difficulties which surround them? In this age and Gov- 


| ernment of experiment, we ought not to be surprised 


at change of opinion in the wisest men. The 


most 


| enlightened statesmen ever selected to preside over the 
| affairs of nations have been often mistaken: they have only 


seen through a glass darkly the consequences of their mea- 
sures. God has given to the mental vision of mortals but 
an imperfect and limited view of the future. I must here 
be permitted to repeat the remarks of Mr. Giles, of Vir- 
ginia, a most distinguished parliamentary debater on the 
floor of the Senate, when charged with inconsistency. In 
his defence, he observed that he should have lived to little 
purpose, if he had not learnt by experience to correct his 
errors; but, said he, I have another very sufficient answer 
to give to the charge—I am consistent in this, said Mr. 
Giles, that I consider it my duty, at all times, to my coun- 
try to do what is best for that country under the circum- 
stances in which I am placed. In a review of our political 
history for the last forty years, it will be found that there 
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have been frequent and great changes of opinion on the | President of this free people to imitate the example of kings 

most important subjects. At one time the great body of | and emperors a few centuries past, who hoarded up at the 

the people of the South and West were opposed to a navy; | capital all the gold and silver they could extort or filch 

but experience has corrected their error. Many of the must | from their subjects, to carry on wars of ambition and cou- 

distinguished men have changed their opinions on the ques- | quest. Neither my pursuits nor reflections have led me 

tion of a national bank—Mr. Madison and Mr. Monroe | to explore, with the eye of a profound financier, the mone- 

among others. ‘Thirty years ago the people of the Eastern | tary systems of the commercial world in all their ramifica- 

States were rather opposed to the manufacturing policy, | tions and effects; but I believe J may venture to say that 

the South and West for it; and now the East for it, and | neither this nor any other people can long have more than 

the South and West, or a great portion of them, against it. | their fair proportion of the gold and silver of the commer- 
Let experience, the best of all teachers, learn us to act | cial nations. If we should be able to obtain an excess, so 

wisely, in relation to the existing crisis in our public | as to produce a pressure in other countries, that excess ; 

affairs. Let us reason together with frankness, and in a | would soon leave us and return to places where it would t 

spirit of patrictism, and with bosoms animated with no | be wanted; nor can bolts, or bars, or vaults, embargoes, 

other feeling than the public good, apply such remedies to , prohibitions, pains or penalties, arrest the current estab- 

the disorders in the currency which experience has proved lished by the laws of trade, which no power, the most de- 

to be efficacious, and restore once more a healthy action | spotic, had ever been able to control. ‘The currency of 

to the body politic. Let us have no more new, untried | Great Britain and France consisted of gold chiefly, and 

nostrums. The brokers and shavers are now reaping a paper, with this difference, that in Great Britain the pro- 

rich harvest from this ruinous condition of the currency, portion of paper, in the form of bank notes, to gold, was 

and the loss must ultimately fall on the laboring and in- | greater than in France. With these countries we have 

dustrious classes of the community. The vacillating and | more commerce than with any others. Our ctrrency has 

unstable policy of the Government has shaken the con- generally consisted of silver chiefly, and paper in the form 

fidence of moneyed men, who are now hoarding their trea- | of bank notes, with a greater proportion of paper than in 

sures because they are unable to calculate the results and | either Great Britain or France ; and the specie must flow 

consequences of the present state of things, afraid to lend from those countries to this, and from this back, according 
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or invest their money. to the laws of trade, regardless of any laws or regulations 
Mr. Chairman, the farmers of the West, when they | of either. 
sell their stock or other products of their industry, want Mr. Chairman, in exploring the causes of our pres- 


that sound, good currency to which they have been ac- ent difficulties, I shall not go back to the removal 
customed ; and when they sent agents here to correct the deposites, but content myself with the recital of a 
existing evils, they did not expect them to provide good | few extracts in relation to this subject. There is no doubt ; 
money for themselves only, but for their masters—the | that the extensive and extravagant speculations in the pub- 
great body of the people. This bill provides that no lic lands, diverting twenty or thirty or forty millions of 
money shall be received for land, or at the custom-houses, | dollars from the ordinary channels of trade and business, 
but gold and silver. ‘Twenty or thirty millions of gold and | may have had some influence. The unusual importation 
silver are to be drawn from the interior every year into the _ of ‘gold from England and France may have produced a 
land offices, and to the large cities on the seaboard, where pressure for specie there, which, reacting on this country, 
it is to remain until paid out to the public officers—to the | produced a rapid return of it, end forced the banks, for 
navy, army, and for the public works; and I fear it willbe | self-preservation, to suspend specie payments. In this 
slow in its march back to the interior States, where there | conflict and pressure in both countries, cotton fell, mer 
will be little or no public expenditures. How the State chants failed, and a shock was given to confidence, credit, 
banks can resume specie payments, or maintain specie pay- and business ; and owing to the full of cotton, with other 
ments under this operation, [ must leave to better judges causes, a large balance was created against us in favor of 
to decide. From five to ten millions must be generally | Europe. In this state of things, the Government, instead 
locked up in the Government vaults, and withdrawn from | of denouncing ihe State banks, and threatening to crush 
circulation. ‘To reconcile us to this experiment, we are | them by destroying their credit and issuing commissions 
told that we are to have a hard- -money constitutional cur- | of bankruptey, should, on account of the people, if not the 
rency. I will not, by exploding paper money convertible | banks, have exerted all their power and influence to sus- 
into specie, and establishing an exclusive metallic medium, | tain their credit and confidence in them and their paper, 
carry this nation back to a rude and half civilized age, be- | the only currency among the people. 
fore commerce, enterprise, and navigation had enlightened | The ‘effort made to carry into eflect, at this moment, the 
and civilized the nations; but will content myself with the | hard- money policy vy, and cast off the State banks, is calcu- 
facts and examples furnished by the most enlightened and | lated to have the most disastrous consequences on the com- 
powe rful people of modern times, as the basis of my opin- munity, by encouraging creditors to refuse to take the lo- 
ion and reasoning on this question. Ona territory of no | cal currencies for their debts; to reduce the value of prop- 
greater extent than Delaware or Rhode Island, or the city erty, and unjustly change the relation of creditors and 
of New York or Philadelphia, a hard-money medium would | debtors. ‘The Legislatures of the States may be driven to 
be practicable, and a paper medium could be dispensed stop e xecution, unless the creditors will take paper, as has 
with. Tt can only suit a small territory, where the popu- been done by Virginia at her last session. Mr. Chairman, 
lation is dense, where it can be removed from place to we do not realize the dangerous consequences to result 
place without much expense or hazard; but in this exten- | from the disordered condition of the monetary system. De- 
sive country it must be evident, on a moment’s reflection, | rangement of the currency, loss of confidence and credit, 
that convenience and necessity require a paper representa- is the hinge upon which many revolutions have turned in 
tive of specie. Livery traveller through this vast territory, | civilized countries. It is well known that the derangement 
with a moderate amount of the precious metals, would be | of the finances, and destruction of public and private credit, 
exposed to hazard ; the weight of his trunk or saddlebags | was the immediate cause of that revolution in France 
would give notice, at every inn at which he stopped, of the | which deluged that country with blood. At an early day 
amount of his treasure; and when large sums are to be | an insurrection occurred in the State of Massachusetts ; 
transported to distant places, the peril and expense would | and in my own State, not more than ten or twelve years 
be increased ago, after we had created numerous banks, the creditors 
[ will not, Mr. Chairman, by my vote, authorize the and debtors had a most angry conflict ; and, afler relief 
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laws, judge-breaking, and a temporary war upon our judi- 
ciary, the people of that State were brought to the verge of 
civil war. On no condition of the State ought we to look 
with more deep concern than a disordered state of the mon- 
etary system. 
gation on the Congress of the United States, than to exer- 
cise all the powers granted them by the constitution, to 
restore a sound and healthy action to that currency which 
regulates the transactions of the people. To preserve 
union, establish justice, and insure domestic tranquillity, 
are among the leading objects of the federal compact. 

Mr. Chairman, another unmeaning and complex no- 
tion is to be presented to the nation to reconcile them 
to this new and dangerous project. ‘They are to be 
amused with the cant phrase, that Government ought 
to be divorced from the banks; and the people, who have 
based all their transactions on the local banks and the cur- 


themselves, under the denunciation and slanders of the 
Government—that same Government that brought many 
of these banks into existence, and assured the people they 
were to be confided in, and that they would furnish a bet- 
ter currency, and do the business of exchange on better 
terms, or as good, and more extensively, than the Bank of 
the United States ever had. 
by the administration up to the 4th of March last, when 
the late President, in his farewell address, only about eight 
weeks before the banks all suspended specie payments, 
from causes to which I have briefly adverted, announced to 
the nation that all was well in regard to our banks and 
currency. If those placed by the people of this country 
at the head of public affairs, for their supposed wisdom and 
patriotism, could not foresee the fatal catastrophe which 
was to occur in so short atime, how can they criminate 
with such wanton and unfeeling cruelty the conduct of the 
banks which had followed their counsels? For, sir, I have 
now before me the letter of Secretary Taney to the depos- 
ite banks, after the removal of the deposites, in which he 
exhorts the State banks to expand their issues, and to be 
liberal in their accommodations to the community. No 
sooner, however, had the shock been felt by the banks, 
and their doors clused, than the friends of the administra- 
tion became alarmed lest censure and reproach should fall 
on the administration, and ‘let slip the dogs of war” on 
the banks, in order to make them the scape-goats to bear 
off the sins and blunders of the administratior. 

Sir, how many of the deposite banks are insolvent, and 
how much is the Government likely to lose by them? [ 
should like to have a candid answer to this question. I 
am sure that I have not been infor:ned. 
to prove insolvent, they ought to be designated. On the 
contrary, we are informed by the Secretary that the public 
money placed in them will be ultimately safe. Their whole 
crime, then, consists in having expanded their issues in 
conformity to the advice of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
and the approbation of the Government, and, under an un- 
expected revulsion in trade, and a pressure for specie, which 
the wisest men among us did not foresee, suspended specie 
payments. In this hour of difficulty and alarm, Mr. Porx 
said he would ask of every candid man whether the Gov- 
ernment, after having nationalized these banks and their 
paper, were not bound in gratitude to their bank friends 
and the people to put forth all their strength and constitn- 
tional power to aid and sustain their credit and the confi- 
dence of the community in their paper ? 

Mr. P. said he had not much sympathy for those banks 
which accepted the deposites at the time of their removal 
from the United States Bank, because they had been hired 
and seduced to embark their influence in a crusade against 
the national bank, which they will find, and ought to have 
known long since, is the best regulator of our paper sys- 
tem, and the great conservator of the sound State banks of 


There are duties of more paramount obli- | 
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the nation. From the commencement of the Government, 
the national bank and State banks had lived in harmony 
and worked together for the good and prosperity of this 
rising nation. By their joint efforts spurious and fictitious 
banks had been kept under, and, during the existence of 9 
national and good State banks, the people had been secure 
against a vicious national or local currency. 

Mr. Chairman, if I was as jealous of men in power as a 
political man ought to be in this free Government, I should 
incline to believe that the plan has been long and deeply 
laid to destroy the present banking system of the nation, 
national and local, for the purpose of rearing up on its 
ruins a great Government bank, to be wielded by those in 
power; yes, sir, to concentrate in the hands of the Exec- 
utive not only the sword, but the great money power o! 
this nation. The first bank to be destroyed was that of 


| the United States; and, that accomplished, the next to be 
rency furnished by them, are to be abandoned to shift for | 


sacrificed were State banks; and it might have been sup- 
posed, from what occurred in 1814 and 1815, that they 
would fall an easy prey from similar causes; and then a 
Government bank weuld seem to be a necessary result of 
the destruction of all others; for, sir, it has never been 
imagined by the enlightened men of this country that the 
fiscal and commercial business of the United States could 
be carried on over our extended territory, by an exclusive 
metallic medium. Until lately, I was utterly at a loss to 
conjecture the motive which induced the friends of the 
administration to oppose, with such zeal and violence of 
denunciation, the charter of the late Bank of the United 
States by the State of Pennsylvania; and what is most 
extraordinary is, that a distinguished citizen of Pennsyl- 
vania, now on a foreign mission, should have so lately ad- 
vocated, in the public prints, the revolutionary course of 
annulling, in a convention, the solemn charters granted 
by that State. ‘The bank bad ceased to exist as a nation- 
al institution ; and why there should have been such hos 
tility to its incorporation by the State of Pennsylvania, | 
could not divine, until this sub-Treasury scheme was an 
nounced in the late message of the President. It is pos 
sible that it was apprehended that a State bank of such 
magnitude, under State authority, might present some ob- 
stacle to the great destroyer of banks, and embarrass the 
scheme under consideration, designed, if I am not greatly 
deceived, to lay the foundation of a great ‘Treasury bank. 
In looking at the past and present course of things, I am 
led back to the discussions, in the Virginia convention, of 
this constitution, between Patrick Henry, the first orator 
of ancient or modern times, and one who looked through 
the deeds of men, and the late Mr. Madison, among the 
most virtuous and enlightened statesmen in America. Mr 
Madison could not believe that any President would remove 
a good officer without reasonable cause, and supposed that 


| the powers of Government were so arranged and divided 
| that there could be no undue or dangerous accumulation in 


| monarchy. 


any department. Mr. Henry, with prophetic vision, «t 
the same time that he bestowed a merited eulogium on the 
virtues and intelligence of Mr. Madison, said, in emphatic 
terms, that, unfortunately for himself, and unfortunately 
for his country, he had been bred up in the dark closets ot 
study, and knew nothing of mankind. Sir, said Mr. Hen- 
ry, whatever others may think, however they may admire 
this constitution, to me it has an awful squinting towards 
Mr. Henry had studied human nature tho 
roughly, and explored, with the eye of a wary stateman, all 
the secret springs of human actions, and foresaw, or thought 
he foresaw, a strong tendency in this Government, to cot- 
centrate too much strength in the Executive head, and pre- 
dicted that at no distant day he would be more absolute in 
fact, if not in form, than any monarch on the British throne 
since the Revolution of 1688. Mr. Chairman, from what 
I have observed within a few years past, I fear Mr. Henry’s 
predictions will be fulfilled, unless every man who thinks 
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this free system is worth preserving will iemnd forth and 
contribute his mite to check this tendency to prostrate all 
other departments at the feet of the Executive. 

I know that many gentlemen calculate that this cant 
phrase of divorce of Governinent from banks is to carry them 
triumphantly through the pending struggle; but if they 
mount this petty, poor hobby, they will soon find them- 
selves cast into insignificance. ‘They rely too much on the 
credulity of the people, and underrate their intelligence. 
In prosperous times, when they feel no distress or suffer- 
ing from the measures of the administration, they cannot 
be easily roused to resist error ; but in times like the present, 
gentlemen may be assured that the whole intellect and en- 
ergy of the people will be brought into action to vindicate 
their rights and interests. 

The respect I have for many gentlemen who talk about 
a divorce of the Government from all banks, induces me to 
examine more gravely than might seem to be necessary or 
proper, the nature and character of this divorce. ‘The par- 
ties to be divorced are the Government on the one part, and 
the banks, and, I would add, the people, on the other part. 
Now, sir, what is the Government, the party of the first 
part? It is, Mr. Chairman, if I understand the matter, 
the States and people acting here in all the Departments by 
agents; this is a Government of the people and States, 
who are at present acting by selected agents, in one branch, 
the States acting by agents selected by them in their cor- 
porate capacity. Now, sir, what are the banks of the 
States but money corporations, created by the States, fur- 
nishing bank money or currency for the people of the 
States, and solemnly made by this Government money 


tion of this Government, bank money for the Government 
and people of the United States? ‘The stock of some banks 
is owned exclusively by the States; in some the stock is 


in others, the whole is owned entirely by citizens. ‘This 
divorce, then, if [ can comprehend the true character of it, 
is a separation of the States, banks, and people, from the 
States, banks, and people. 
and preposterous in the proposition advanced, that the Gov- 
ernment of the nation ought to sever itself from the States 
and people, and leave the people to struggle with a ruinous 


currency, without an effort to correet the evil, that I am at a | 


loss for argument to combat such an incomprehensible, idle 
phantom. 
currencies in the nation, practically the money of the people, 
long the standard and measure of value among them, the basis 


of all their contracts and transactions, is to be left in chaotic year 1793, when the people of that country were over- 


disorder and confusion, without an effort on our part to ap- 
ply a correct ve, and that we, the agents of the people, are 
merely to provide good money for ourselves and public ofti- 
cers—that we, a select few only, are to be taken care of! 


tives and guardians of the public prosperity and happi- 
ness, and act effectively in obedience to the dictates of 
duty and patrictism. Let us exert all the powers granted 
by the constitution to redeem our country from the evils 


‘There is something so obscure | tion, let them retire from the post assigned them, and give 
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which renders the wheels of tre se wneiin and easy, and 
| he considers the thorvugh concoction and cire ulation of 
| money through a State of much importance. 

The people of the United States, in convention assem- 
bled, were deeply impressed with the necessity of granting 
to Congress full power over the subjects of commerce, ex- 
ternaland internal, and currency ; and, to make their in- 
tention more manifest, they denied to the States the power 
of coining money or emitting bills of credit. The evil 
which had been experienced from the power of the States 


| to coin money or emit bills of credit, and the danger and 
| inconvenience of permitting 


the States to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations, or with each other, induced 


| the convention to vest Congress with plenary and exclu- 


sive sovereignty over these subjects ; and I put it to gentle- 
men to answer whether the powers and duties of this 
Government in relation to currency and commerce are 
not as ample and imperative unser the limitations of the 
constitution, as can be imposed on any other Government. 


| The States and people of the States have not reserved 


any control or sovereignty over these subjects, but have 
surrendered them to Congress. 

The people of these States, by their relation to this 
Government, are bound, by their money and their arms, 
to stand by and support it in good and evil times, and 


| have aright to demand the exercise of al] the power and 


means within the sphere of their authority, to give them a 
good currency, a fair measure of value to insure a just re- 
lation between creditor and debtor, and preserve a healthy 
action in the external and internal commerce of the coun 


, | try. Nor can the Government refuse or neglect to per- 
agents of the United States, and furnishing, with the sanc- | 


form these duties to the extent of their power and means, 
without a criminal violation of their highest duties and ob- 
ligations. If those placed in authority are too elevated to 


. F | feel for the distresses of the people, or not wise enough to 
owned in part by the States and in part by the people; | 


perceive the remedies necessary and proper to cure exist- 
ing disorders ; are so tight lac ed with commitment and con- 


| sistencies as to be unable to act the part demanded by the 


Aim I to understand gentlemen that the existing | 


exigencies of the times and the voice of a disturbed na- 


place to wiser and better men, who have not sought the 
post of honor at the expense of principle and the public 
good; will not be committed against measures essential to 
maintain credit and confidence, and protect the great 
springs of the public prosperity. How different is the 
language held by the administration of public affairs in 


| this country, from that held by the administration of 


| ruin and desolation which seemed to be impending. 
Mr. Chairman, let us reflect like faithful representa- | 


Great Britain and the whigs of that country. In the 
whelmed with difficulties and emberrassments, and the 
commercial credit was in danger, the Government stepped 
forward with a kind and aiding hand, and arrested the 


In 1797, when the Bank of England suspended a 


| payment, and a panic seized the nation, the prime minis 


° : . | 
and dangers which surround it. [t is proper to ex- 
amine the powers of this Government in relation to | 


commerce, and money, or currency. 
tion, power is expressly granted to Congress to coin 


uniform standard of weights and measures. 
power is expressly granted to regulate commerce with for- 
eign nations, and between the several States, and with the 
Indian tribes. ‘That money and currency is intimately as- 
sociated with commerce, and has been so in all times and 
in all well-regulated commercial nations, I need not 
adduce facts or arguments to prove. Money and cur- 
reney have ever been considered the life and soul of 
commerce; in the language of Mr. Hume, it is the oil 


By the constitu- | 


To Congress | 


ter of England, instead of denouncing the bank and order- 
ing a commission of bankruptcy against her, had a com 
mittee raised to examine her affairs, who reported, after a 
full examination of the affairs of the bank, that the means 
were ample to meet her engagements, and that she was 
sound and solvent; that the suspension was forced on the 


| bank by the circumstances which surrounded the country 
money and regulate the value thereof, and to fix a | 


and the dangers which menaced it. 

If, Mr. Chairman, this Government had taken the 
same course, had an investigation made into the condi- 
tion. of our banks, and a report of the same character, 
so far as merited, made to the nation, with assurance that 
the Government would aid them with its credit and coun- 
tenance to resume specie payments, they would have 
maintained with the peop ile confidence in our in istitutions, 
so importar nt in this hour of alarm and distrust; and if the 
President, in his message, instead of denouncing a nations 
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al bank, had declared, like President Madison, that the 
State bank experiment would not answer without a nation- 
al bank, and recommended the measure to the considera- 
tion of Congress; if he had hurled from him the hobby 
by which he rode into power, and dismounted his follow- 
ers, and admitted his error, with that magnanimity which 
becomes the Chief Magistrate of a nation, he would have 
gained a crown of public approbation worth all the Treas- 
ury note bills and sub-Treasury schemes which his inge- 
nuity can.invent in the four years for which he was elect- 
ed. In confirmation of the opinion I have advanced, 
of the duty of this Government to give the people a 
good currency, and guard againsi a ruinous and unstable 
one, let me call your attention to the sentiments expressed 
by the whigs of England, such as Charles Fox, Sheridan, 
and others, whose lives were devoted to sustain the rights 
of the people against the usurpations of the Crown. 

Tn a protest entered on the journals of the House of Lords 
in the year 1797, during the war between England and 
France, they hold and maintain the following language 
and opinions. The whigs insist in that protest that ‘* the 
advisers of the Crown are responsible for the condition of 
the State; responsible for its internal peace and general 
good government ; for the protection of its commerce, its 
credit, and the various sources of its prosperity and wealth.” 
And, Mr. Chairman, I concur with Fox, Sheridan, and 
other whigs of England, whose lives were devoted to the 
maintenance of the powers and privileges of Parliament 
agaiust the encroachments and usurpations of the Crown, 
that those charged with the administration of this or any 
other Government are responsible for the condition of the 
State, and for the protection of its commerce and credit, 
and that no administration can evade that responsibility 
with honor or a regard to public duty. According to the 
éxpress provisions of our constitution, and the fundamental 
luw inherent in every political association, those placed 
in authority are under the most imperious and sacred 
obligations to perform the duties to which he had advert- 
ed. it is true that, technically and strictly speaking, 
nothing but gold and silver can be forced on a creditor; 
but we know also that, in practice, whatever medium 
may by law or general consent be generally received in 
exchange for property or commodities, and in payment of 


debts, is, and must be, the circulating medium and cur- | 


rency of such country, and will regulate the performance 
of contracts, if another inedium be not specially provided 
for; and hence the necessity imposed on the sovereign 
power to guard against the depreciation and fluctuations 
of currency, whatever it may be, to secure society against 
violent struggles between debtor and creditor, the necessary 
consequence of a spurious, uncertain standard ‘of value. 
For f vty years out of forty-eight of our national existence, 
our Government, by the use of national banks, has secured 
the country against these evils. It seems to be fashionable 
now tu denounce the banking and credit systems, and extol 
the hard-money plan. The policy and expediency of banks 
I do not consider, at this day, a debatable question. 
They are liable, like all other good institutions, to abuses ; 
hut the systems here, while we had a national bank, attained 
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as much perfection asin any other country where they had 
5 : 


been used. 
lightened countries of Europe, the offspring of commerce 
and wealth in commercial nations. 
ages has established their utility, and it would be strange 
for us, at this day, to run counter to the long usage and 
testimouy of the whole commercial world. We have had 
them in this country for more than half a century. few 
men are willing to keep in their private coffers a large 
amouut of money ; the fact is difficult to conceal from those 
about them. A man cannot be always at home to guard 
his treasure, and is exposed to robbery and murder; hence 
men are generally disposed to deposite their funds on hand 


The experience of 


Banks have been introduced in the most en- | 


in some place of safety, and banks of good and solvent 
character, and having general confidence, are selected by 
prudent men to take care of them; and these deposites are 
of great advantage to the public, because the money of the 
country, instead of being hoarded, is secured by the owners 
from fire and robbery, and placed in good banks, and put 
in circulation by the banks, to aid the enterprise, industry, 
and business of the people. But to secure these advanta 
ges, and augment in this way the active capital of the 
community, it is necessary that the banks should be sound, 
and have the firm confidence of the people. 

Banks, in their origin in Europe, were places of depo 
site and of inspection for money, to prevent clipping or de- 
basing the coin. ‘I'he checks of the depositors passed from 
hand to hand as money, and, being convertible at all times 
into specie, this species of transfer was called bank money ; 
so the notes of the Bank of England and of the Bank ot 
the United States, while convertible into specie, may be 
properly denominated bank money. To give to paper, in 
the form of bank notes, the character of money, it is ne- 
cessary so to organize and regulate our banking system as 
to secure to the holder of a note the power of converting 
it into geld and silver at all times; and this we have never 
been able to do uniformly, but by the agenvy of a national 
institution. ‘The banking and paper credit of Great Brit 
ain has been carried to a greater extent than that of any 
nation in Europe; and under its operation and influence 
she has become the first commercial and naval Power in 
the world. When Bonaparte was prepating to invade 
England with a million of soldiers, the timid part of the 
nation became alarmed, and made a run upon the bank, 
in order to prepare for flight from the kingdom, in the 
event of Bonaparte’s success; and this, with other causes, 
forced a suspension of specie payments; and yet England, 
with this suspension, maintained a war against nearly all 
Europe for more than twenty years—triumphed over the 
combined fleets of France and Spain in two decisive vic 
tories, at Trafalgar and the Nile, and carried her power 
and domination to regions where the Roman eagles never 
flew when mistress of the world; and there would seem to 
be no limit to her domination, but for the rising greatness 
of this republic. 

It was, sir, the Anglo-Saxon spirit of this people that gave 
us independence; and this nation, if united, will, at no 
distant period, rival Great Britain in commerce, and check 
her supreme dominion on the ocean. 

What, Mr. Chairman, has been the effect of the banking 
system and paper credit in this country? It commenced 
more than fifty years ago, has expanded with the growth 
of the nation, and, in less than half a century, under our 
present constitution, we have risen from a small beginning 
to be the second commercial nation in the civilized world 
Our navigation has increased; our country has improved, 
with astonishing rapidity, in wealth aud internal improve 
ments of every kind ; our population has expanded to the 
far West, where the wilderness has been made to blossom 
like the rose, under the operation and influence of this 
banking system so much denounced of late. 

Banks are useful, not only in aiding the general opera 
tions of commerce, but they place the poor and wealthy on 
more equal ground. Young men of enterprise, industry, 
and good habits, can generally, with the aid of friends, ob- 
tain loans, on moderate interest, to embark in trade and 
business ; and thousands of enterprising young men with- 
out capital, with a little credit, have risen from poverty to 
opulence. I know, too, that the branches of the United 
States Bank established in Kentucky, after all other banks 
were wound up there, diffused their loans and accommo- 
dations to the people of my State as fairly and usefully, 
and, indeed, more so than any other bank ever did, and 
without interfering in our party contests. I believe no 
institutions were ever less liable to such an imputation. 
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Mr. Chairman, I have now to say to my friends from 
Virginia, who oppose this bill, and insist that the State 
banks shall be continued as depositories of the public 
money, that while I du not believe that this Government 
ought to depend on the agency of banks under State au- 
thority, I will vote with them to make general and special 
deposites in those banks in preference to the bill under de- 
bate; and I hope if the amendment proposed in favor of 
State banks should be rejected, that my friends from 
Virginia will unite with me for a bank of the United 
States. They will answer me, probably, that they cannot 
do this, because it is forbidden by the constitutional doc- 
trines of Virginia, which, he (Mr. P.) must confess he had 
never been able to understand, although born in Virginia, 
often an actor on the political theatre, and a supporter of 
three Virginia Presidents—Jefferson, Madison, and Mon- 
roe. If these distinguished men are to be considered the 
elders of the Virginia political church, with the addition of 
the late Mr. Crawford, born in Virginia, and supported 
for the Presidency by that State, we shall be still more at 
a loss to understand what is meant by the Virginia doc- 
trines ; and we shall probably find them, like the doctrines 
of most other States—one rule of faith in theory, and ano- 
ther in practice. 

It has been generally supposed that the Virginia states- 
men of the Jefferson or republican school were opposed to 
the exercise of implied or constructive powers; or at least 
that they are more strict constructionists than others ; that 
they are opposed to the exercise of powers not expressly 
granted ; and so am J, Mr. Chairman. If there is any 
plain line of demarkation between the opinions of Virginia 
politicians and others, in regard to the powers of this Gov- 
ernment, I have never been able to discover it. 

It is true that parties have differed about the power to 
pass particular measures; but there is no general rule of 
construction on which the statesmen of this country have 
differed, at least in practice. 
under every administration, assailed the constitutionality 
of measures adopted by those in power; and those in 
power have uniformly exercised all the powers in their 
opinion necessary and proper to sustain their policy and 
accomplish their objects. If politicians of the Virginia 
school have, in practice, observed a more strict construc- 
tion of the constitution than others, I have in vain looked 
for evidence of the fact. Mr. Jeflerson, Mr. Madison, and 
Mr. Monroe, united in the purchase of Louisiana, and its 
incorporation into the United States, the constitutionality 
of which was cuntroverted by the statesmen of the Eastern 
States; and the correctness of their constitutional objec- 
tions was admitted by Mr. Jefferson hitnself; but he justi- 
fied the act on the ground of necessity. He cunsidered 
the acquisition necessary, to secure to the West a free 
outlet to the ocean, and to preserve the Union. 
this, a law passed Congress to establish a branch of the 
United States Bank at New Orleans, which the bank had 
no right to do under her charter; and, therefore, that act 
must be considered in the nature of an original proposition, 
and it received the sanction of Mr. Jefferson, then Presi- 
dent of the United States ; and other Jaws were, I believe, 
passed during dis administration to protect this unconstitu- 
tional monster. 

Mr. P. caid that among the first acts for which he ever 
voted in Congress, was the embargo recommended by 
President Jefferson, in the winter of 1807, for which there 
is no express graut of power in the constitution, unless 


einbraced by the clause authorizing Congress to pass all | 


laws necessary and proper to carry into effect the powers 
granted, &c.; or the power may be implied as incidental 
to the powers to declare war and regulate commerce. ‘The 
public men from the Eastern States, or many of them, con- 
tended that, under a power to regulate commerce, Congress 
had no power to destroy commerce. The law, without 


Those in opposition have, | 
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limitation as to time, declared that no ship or vessel should 
depart from any port or place in the United States, for any 
foreign country ; certainly one of the strongest measures 
ever hazarded by any Government. 

Mr. Chairman, { do not intend to be understood as 
questioning the constitutionality of the embargo law. At 
an early period of this Government, I think the Virginia 
statesmen supported the constitutionality and expediency 
of protecting and encouraging American navigation, by 
imposing discriminating duties on foreign vessels; and, 
until lately, they admitted the power of Congress to pass a 
protecting tariff. In the year 1781, the continental Con- 
gress, composed of the most godlike men for wisdom and 
elevated patriotism ever assembled under the sun, passed 
the first national bank, called the Bank of North America, 
ten States voting for it, of which Virginia was one, and 
three against it. After the next bank, first under this Con- 
stitution, had passed both Houses of Congress, and been 
presented to President Washington for his signature, in 
consequence of some opposition to it in Congress on con- 
stitutiunal grounds, General Washington, with that cau- 
tion and prudent circuinspection which characterized his 
course through life, calle on his cabinet for their written 
opinions on the constitutional question ; and after receiv- 
ing and considering them without reference to men or 
parties, (for he was above all party,) with that practical 
wisdom and forecast for which he was distinguished, ap- 
proved the law. Yes, sir, this father of his country, this 
Virginia President, decided that a national bank was cun- 
stitutional. 

In 1816, Mr. Madison and Mr. Monroe, regardless of 
previous commitments, bowed to the voice of necessity and 
experience, and sacrificed their consistency on the altar of 
their country’s good. Virginia supported Mr. Crawford, 


| a decided supporter of a national bank, for the Presidency ; 





After | 


and in that vote, according to the notions of the day, has 
declared in favor of a national bank. While on this sub- 
ject, I will add to the authority of Virginia statesmen the 
opinions of Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Dallas, Mr. McLean, and 
others might be mentioned, the most enlightened financiers 
in the country, who have, from a thorough and practical 
knowledge of the necessity and utility of such an institu- 
tion, concurred in opinion with the distinguished men to 
whose authority I have appealed. May I be permitted to 
refer to the decisions of the Congress of 1791, 1816, and 
1832, as high authorities in favor of a national bank ? 

In the face of this high authority, the experience of forty 
years of our national existence, and admonished by the 
present disturbed condition of the country, it is given out 


| in speeches, and strongly intimated by the President in 


his message, that he will put his veto on any bill for the 
creation of a national bank; and he speaks further, 
in his message, of the persevering opposition of the 
people of the United States to a national bank, and seems 
to suppose his election a high evidence of public opinion 
on this question. The conclusion he draws from the event 
of his election furnishes very slender evidence on this point, 
for it never has happened that any presidential election bas 
turned on any one political question. The choice by the 
people of a President is influenced by various considerations, 
and rarely with reference to any particular question or prin- 
ciple ; and, besides, it ought to be recollected that the bank 


| question had been disposed of long before his election, and 


could not have been the only ground of selection. But if they 
decided against a national bank, they must have declared in 
favor of State banks. In pulling down the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, it was distinctly announced to the nation, not that 
bank agency would be dispensed with, but that State banks 
would answer the purpose better. The people, therefore, 
if they decided any thing, have approved the substitute 
presented to them by those high in authority, who now ac- 
knowledge that the substitute of State banks has failed ; 
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and hence it is but fair to contend that the people have | 
only declared against a bank on the conditition that the 
State banks would fulfil their expectations ; and, therefore, 
it would seem to be still an open question, or the decision 
is io favor of a national bank. If any thing has been de- 
cided, it was the question between the administration 
and the late bank, on the ground of imputed miscon- 
duct on their part, and not the general question of a 
national bank. He was not sufficiently acquainted with 
the facts to decide on the merits or demerits of the late 
bank; he had thought it indiscreet in them to issue publi- 
cations concerning the controversy with the Government, 
because it did them no service, and subjected them to the 
imputation of interfering in the elections and_ politics 
of the country. For this course there may have been some 
excuse on the score of self-defence. I certainly never heard 
of any charge of the kind against the bank before its con- 
test with the administration; and the branches in Ken- 
tucky, I believe, have acted fairly and usefully, and to 
the satisfaction of all parties. I neither, Mr. Chairman, 
understand the facts involved in the controversy, nor am 
I disposed to engage in the discussion of them. I am for 
a good bank, under proper regulations, with a competent 
capital; reserving to the States one-fourth or one-third of 
the stock, to be divided among them according to an equi- 
table ratio to be paid out of the proceeds of the public lands ; 
foreigners to be excluded from any direction of the bank ; the 
interest to be moderate, and a majority of the stock to be sub- 


scribed by citizens of the United States, with a reservation 


of full power to Congress to guard against abuses, and in- 
sure to the people a sound, stable, and uniform currency, 
and a fair and faithful administration of its affairs, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have no expectation of a national bank until de- 
manded by the voice of the nation; nor is it desirable that 
Congress should act in advance of public opinion. lam 
ready to act, at any time, when a majority shall feel satis- 
fied that their constituents are for it. I shall not be deter- 
red from pressing this subject on the consideration of this 
House or the Executive by any intimation or menace he 
may give of a veto, and I deny his right in this way to dic- 
tate to or influence the deliberations of the legislative body. 
In doing so he departs from the sphere of action assigned to 
him by the constitution of his country. From what part 
or clause of that instrument does he derive the right to tell 
the Legislature that he will not co-operate in measures 
deemed by them necessary for the good of the people ? 
The constitution makes it the duty of the President, 





from time to time, to give to the Congress information of | 


the state of the Union, and recommend to their considera- 


tion such measures as he shall judge necessary and expe- | 
dient; but on what part or clause he claims the right to | 


tell the Congress of those things they ought not, or shall 
not do, I am yet to learn. 
the President to protect him against encroachments of 
the Legislature. It is, to the President, a conserva- 


The veto power was vested in | 


tive power, and may, on extraordinary occasions, be inter- 
posed to stay, for a time, rash and intemperate measutes | 


proceeding from high party or popular excitement, and 
pregnant with very disastrous consequences to the nation ; 
and in such a possible case, not likely often to occur, the 
President may interpose to thruw back the subject on the 
consideration of the people ; but when it goes through the 
crucible of investigation, and is presented as their settled 
and deliberate will in relation to matters of concern to the 
whole nation, I ca® ot imagine a case where the President 
could rightfully use his veto to defeat the popular will; and 
the case is not materially different in regard to constitution- 
al questions. After the nation has long considered and de- 
liberately decided a constitutional question, the President 
must co-operate with the legislative department, not as he 
understands it, but as understood by the intelligence of the 
great community, for whose benefit it was made. ‘The pop- 
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ular will, clearly and deliberately expressed, must control 
the course of this free Government, and especially on sub. 
jects of doubtful policy, and doubtful constitutional power, 

To illustrate and support my views of this veto power, 
Mr. P. said he would call the attention of the committee 
to the last paragraph of Mr. Jefferson’s letter to General 
Washington, on the bank question, in the year 1791. Mr. 
Jefferson, after expressing his opinions against the bank, 
well concludes by telling President Washington that, un- 
less his mind, on a view of every thing, was tolerably clear 
that it was unconstitutional; if the pro and con hung so 
equal as to balance his judgment, u just respect for the 
wisdom of the Legislature would decide the balance in fa- 
vor of their opinion. It is chiefly for cases where they are 
clearly misled by error, ambition, or interest, that the Con- 
stitution has placed a check in the negative of the Presi- 
dent. This opinion was given to the President at the first 
session the bank question was agitated in Congress, and 
before it had been discussed or decided on by the people 
How much stronger is the case now, after we have made 
two successful experiments of twenty years each, after the 
constitutional power has been three times asserted by large 
majorities of both Houses of Congress, confirmed by all 
the other departments of Government, and supported by 
the opinions of a host of the most enlightened statesmen 
and patriots of this country? Let it be remembered, that 
the charter of a national bank does not invade the Execu- 
tive or Judiciary, and can only trench, if unconstiiu 
tional, upon the rights reserved to the States and the 
people, and is a measure which concerns the interest of 
the people at large. 

If the people and the States, from a convietion of the 
necessity and utility of such an institution, should call on 
Congress to establish a bank, on what ground could the 
President rightfully interfere? Should this measure pass 
both Houses of Congress in conformity to the public will, 
I eannot believe it possible that he would venture a veto 
but should he, in defiance of the public will, do an 
act so subversive of the great principle of self-govern- 
ment, for which our ancestors bled, I trust that anothers 
Patrick Henry will rise on this floor, and remind those 
clothed in a little brief authority here, that Caesar had his 
Brutus, Charles his Cromwell, and that they had bette: 
profit by their fate. Sir, this menace of a veto has no 
precedent in our history, except an opinion expressed in a 
message of Mr. Monroe about the appropriation of money 
for roads, for which he was censured by a friend on this 
floor. The British monarch would not dare to threaten a 
Parliament with a veto on a measure demanded by the 
voice and interest of the nation. The veto power, placed 
as a shield to protect the Executive and other departments 
against the invasions of the Legislature, and to stay, fora 
moment, rash and intemperate action, was never designed 
by our constitution to defeat the deliberate will of the na- 
tion in relation to measures of general interest. 

I will not, Mr. Chairman, say any more, on this occa 
sion, of the veto power or its exercise, but will proceed to 
notice, very briefly, the amendment offered by a gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Gantanp] to the bill under considera- 
tion, for which, I repeat, I will vote, as the least of evils, 
and continue this State bank agency, whether the depos- 
ites are general or special, until the wisdom and experievce 
of the nation shall provide a better, And here he would 
take leave to remark, that he felt proud that the Old Domin- 
ion was the land of his birth, when he saw her represent- 
atives stand forth, with manly firmness, regardless of par- 
ty and the frowns of power, and resist measures of such dan- 
gerous tendency ; and he begged leave to assure them that 
he was not hostile to State banks; on the contrary, he be- 
lieved it was wise for every State to have banks of solid 
capital, and under prudent management. He was not dis- 
posed, (continued Mr. P.) to impair the strength of the State 
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Governments, because he held them to be essential pillars | 
of the temple of American liberty. While he was not pre- | 
pared to go the whole length of nullification, his observa- 
tion of the course and tendency of this Government for a 
long period had convinced him that the strength of <2 
State Governments must be maintained, and that they were | 
the great bulwarks around which the people must occasion- 
ally rally to arrest the anti-republican tendencies to which 
the central power is liable in the hands of wickedness or 
folly. At the same time that I express this view, with un- 
feigned sincerity, | must be permitted to say, that the na- 
tional Government must be allowed the full and fair exer- 
cise of all the powers assigned to it, according to a fair in- 
terpretation of the constitution, to enable it to accomplish 
the objects for which it was intended. The powers were 
granted to Congress to regulate commerce, external and 
internal, and to coin money and regulate the value thereof, 
in exclusion of State power ; and it would be a violation of 
the spirit and intent of the constitution to withhold from 
Congress any of the means fairly necessary and proper, | 
and clearly adapted to carry into effect the objects of those 
grants of power to which I have referred. An unreasona- | 
ble distrust or jealousy ought not to be indulged of this Gov- | 
ernment more than of other Governments created by the | 
people, from whom both State and National Governments | 
had emanated. Our national compact, whether of the 
people in the aggregate, or by the States in their sovereign | 
corporate capacities, ought to receive, especially in regard | 
to powers and subjects to which the States are not compe- | 
tent, a fair and rational interpretation, to accomplish the 
object of the parties to it, instead of an over-strict, techni- 
eal, or netapbysical one. 

His conservative friends, he said, must pardon him, 
while he admired their manly independence, to say, with 
great deference to their intelligence, that, according to his 
reflections on the subject of commerce and money, they are 
only half right. We agree, if I understand them, that an 
exclusive metallic medium will not answer over this exten- 
sive country; and that our social and commercial inter- 
course and business requires a paper representative of gold 
and silver, otherwise called bank money; for bank notes of 
undoubted credit, and convertible everywhere into specie, 
are money, for ali the purposes of human society. If a 
paper medium is necessary—if one is to be coined or 
manufactured for this people, [ put the question to the 
candor and intelligence of those gentlemen and all other 
gentlemen on this floor, whether, according to the divisions 
of power established between the State and national Gov- 
ernments, that medium ought not to emanate from the 
Federal instead of State authority? And if gentlemen 
could only free themselves from their commitments, and dis- 
regard of what is termed consistency here, they must re- 
spond in the affirmative. 

Commerce and currency are certainly placed by the con- 
stitution within the sphere of national legislation, and the 
paper medium or bank money representative ought to be | 
issued by a national bank of universal credit and confi- 
dence, aud on a fuundation as firm as the Government 
itself. 

It is essential that any paper substitute for specie, to make 
a currency over the whole nation, and convertible into 
specie everywhere, must have a uational character; and I 
now put it to gentlemen, to answer whether it is possible to 
make the notes of the banks of twenty-six States current 
everywhere, and constitute a uniform and stable currency 
fur this people! Is it in the power of this Government to 
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they may be, so as to give them a par value everywhere ? 
And if they cannot, the harvest ef the brokers must con- 
tinue, and the losses to the holders of notes must fall chiefly 
on the laboring, farming, and planting classes of the com- 
munity. 

Vor. X[V.—93 


It is impossible for the great body of the people to know 
the condition or credit of all the local banks scattered over 
this vast country; hence the necessity of a medium with 
the national stamp on it. The people may be acquainted 
with the condition, and have confidence in the banks of the 
State or neighborhood in which they live, but few can know 
much of distant institutions. 

In the most prosperous season of trade and business, 
when there existed little distrust of banks, it was difficult to 
travel in different States with local notes, and they were 
generally under par at a distance from the banks of issue, 
and had to be sold to the brokers. Mr. P. said he could 
not believe that this Government ought to be dependent on 
the agency of banks not responsible to them, but under the 
control of the States, and he had other strong objections to 
this connexion ; but he preferred them to the plan under 
consideration. In addition to the objections he had urged 
against this bill, he would observe that these sub-treasu- 
ries were to be dispersed over the country, and to be in 
spected by the agents of the Secretary of the Treasury, 


| and their reports, through him, would be all the informa- 


tion which it would be practicable for Congress to obtain. 
A large portion of the public money might be purloined 
from these sub-treasuries, which it would be impossible for 
Congress to detect, without sending committees to all these 
distant places to examine things and count the money, and 
then, without an inspection of the whole, the most vigilant 
scrutiny could be eluded. It cannot be expected (said he) 
that the members of this House can absent themselves from 
their duties here so long, and encounter the labors such an 
examination would require. 

Mr. Chairman, we have now twenty-six States, with 
unlimited power to make banks beyond the direct control 
of Congress, and the banking system has taken such a deep 
root in our country that it is the extreme of folly to think 
of exterminating it; and if one State banks, another will, 
and this system must remain a permanent part of our do- 
mestic poticy. ‘These banks furnish, and will continue tuo 
furnish, local currencies for the people ; and the inquiry is, 
whether this Government ought to guard them against the 
evils of the system, and what are the best and most practi- 
cable means of doing so? Every administration, commen- 
cing with that of Washington, down to the present, has 
considered it the sacred duty of this Government to use the 
best means in their power to cure disorders in the currency, 
and insure to the people a stable and uniform measure of 
value for commerce and contracts of every kind. Can it 
he expected, however we may get along in good times, that, 
in a commercial or pecuniary convulsion or war, these nu- 
merous local banks can have general confidence in each 
other, or can be united and act with that concert which is 
necessary to sustain credit and confidence and a good uni- 
form currency during the shocks incident to periods of dif- 
ficulty and danger? Alarm and distrust overspread the 


| country; moneyed men and holders of notes run on the 


banks, and force them to close their doors; business of 
every kind is suspended ; thousands are thrown out of em- 
ployment, and the public tranquillity endangered. A wise 
Government ought not to content themselves with the means 


| of managing the vessel of state in pleasant seasons, and 
| when temperate breezes only are to be met with, but should 
| be prepared to keep her steady and moving in the great cur- 


rent of the public interest in the most tempestuous seasons. 
Throughout our past political history, the strong ground 
taken against a national bank has been, that State banks 


| would answer; for, at all times, it has been admitted that 
nationalize the notes of all these banks, however solvent | 


bank agency was a necessary and important auxiliary to 
the fiscal and commercial operations of the country. ‘Twice 
has that agency failed; twice, for a period of twenty years 
each, has the agency of a national bank succeeded to the 
full extent of public expectation ; and yet will those charged 
with the control of public affairs obstinately adhere to the 
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ground they have assumed. If gentlemen believe their con- 
stituents are opposed to a bank, I will not ask them to op- 
pose their will; I will, however, { must, exhort them as 
friends, fellow-citizens, and patriots, when they return 
among the people, to tell them with frankness that there is 
no other eflectual and permanent cure for the disonlers of 
the State but a national bank. 

Gentlemen must be sensible that, in the exigencies of 
war and the revulsions of trade, a national bank, with a 
competent capital, with well established credit and confi- 
dence, at home and abroad, would be able, with the aid of 
the Government, to do more to sustain public and private 
credit and confidence, keep the monetary system sound and 
regular, and avert the evils incident to the perils of war and 
shocks in trade, thana thousand local insulated institutions, 
with no common head, jealous and afraid of each other, 
which, ina moment of panic, would each revolve on its own 
axis, and take care of itself. What occurred twenty years 
ago, will occur again; when another bank shall be estab- 
lished, the small fictitious banks will be wound up; others of 
sound capital will dissolve and subscribe their funds to a new 
bank, and those of good and large capitals, freed from the 
competition of swindling institutions, will be able to do a 
fair business in harmony with a national institution. A 
new bank, if established, will be required to locate branches, 
one, at least, in every State, which will be particularly 
advantageous to the Western and Southwestern States. 
The capital and wealth of the South and West consists 
chiefly of land, live stock, and slaves; and the people there 
are more disposed to vest the fruits of their industry in such 
property than in bank stock, yielding a moderate profit of 
five, six, or seven per cent. 

The interest of money in the West is high; in some of 
the States the legal interest is ten per cent., and the peo- 
ple of those States have little motive to put their capital in 
banks, who must lend at five or six per cent. The prop- 
of money derived from the profits of trade, and they are 
willing to vest their capital in good stock, yielding a moid- 
erate profit; and they would prefer stock in a national bank, 
because more valuable, and under the protection of the con- 
stitution and Government of the United States. Their cap- 
ital, through the hank, would be diffused over the nation, 
according to the demands of trade and business, and would 
aid and encourage the trade, enterprise, and industry of the 
West, and especially of the new States of the far West. 
It would facilitate their exchanges and commerce, and 
every branch of their industry. ‘The traders from the in- 
terior States of the West to the South and West would be 
able to do their business in a currency which would pass 
every where, and remit their funds from place to place with- 
out hazard or loss. 

Sir, this bank, with its branches diffused over our extend- 
ed country, part of the stock belonging to the States, would 
be a bond of union. Every mans using a note of a national 
bank, would, in feeling at least, be in some degree identi- 
fied with the National Government. The power and in- 
fluence of such an institution is an objection urged by some, 
to which (Mr. P. said) he would answer that he believed 
that the State institutions exercised forty times as much in- 
fluence and power over the political aflairs of the country 
as had ever been used by both Banks of the United States. 
Nor can (continued he) any bank exercise one-hundredth 
part of the power and influence which belongs to the Post 
Office Department alone. 
was urged against a navy, at an early period of this Gov- 
ernment ; it was said that the navy would be an instrument 
of power in the hands of the Government, but time and 
experience had overruled all objections to this strong arm 
of our national defence. ‘he navy is not only a weapon 
of defence and protection to our rights on the ocean, but a 
powerful bond of union. Our ships of war do not belong 
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to any State; they are the common property of the nation ; 
and every victory or defeat vibrates through every fibre ot 
the body politic. 

The strong ground of objection, and the one chiefly re- 
lied on at all times, has been that the constitution does not 
authorize the creation of a bank, while its utility and con- 
venience have been generally admitted. I shall not enter 
at large into a discussion of this objection, nor have | 
the vanity to suppose that I could shed any new light 
on a question on which the intellectual powers of a Ham- 
ilton, a Gallatin, a Marshall, a Pinckney, a Crawford, 
a McDuffie, and a host of others, the most distinguished 
statesmen of our republic, have been exhausted, supported 
by the cool and deliberate opinion of the Father of his coun- 
try, sanctioned three several times by large majorities of 
both Houses of Congress, and, at a late period, after a long 
trial of its utility and necessity, confirmed by the opinions 
of a Madison and Monroe, two of the elders of the Repub- 
liean church. One fact, often mentioned in the public 
prints, and much relied on here, I must be permitted to 
notice ; and that is, that the convention rejected a propo- 
sition to grant charters of incorporation. I have not ex- 
amined the proceedings of that body ; but, if the fact be as 
stated, it proves nothing, because that proposition was for 
a general power to grant charters of incorporation. ‘Ihat 
was, I think, very properly refused—nor is such a power 
contended for by the friends of the bank. It will be a suf- 


| ficient set-off to that fact to state another, and that is, that 


in the same convention a proposition was made to grant 
Congress a power to emit bills of credit, and that it was 
rejected. Now, sir, it is well known that, during the late 
war, Congress did issue bills of credit ; and the bill passed 
at the present session, to issue Treasury notes, approaches 


| very nearly, if not entirely, to bills of credit. 


If it be fairiy necessary and proper to grant a charter 


| to carry into effect any of the great powers granted— 
erty of the commercial States consists, to a great extent, | 


if such a measure is a necessary auxiliary to effectuate 
other powers, and it has a fair relation tu them, then the 
bank is constitutional; and, if money is not to be had to 
meet the demands of Government by taxes or loans, if it 
is necessary to resort to an issue of notes, then it may be 
constitutional. I voted with much hesitation for this 
Treasury note bill, because it authorized a larger sum 
than appeared necessary, and it seemed to me more cou- 
genial with the spirit of the constitution to borrow money 
directly than to do it indirectly; but as the amend 
ment to borrow directly failed, and the interest on the 
notes gave it the appearance of a loan, I voted for it to 
relieve the Treasury, and give some relief to the country. 
I entered this House, with no disposition to find fault or 
embarrass the administration. I voted for indulging the 
inerchants, and will give time to the banks to enable then 
to indulge the people, and would have voted for the post- 
ponement of the fuurth instalment provided the House had 
adopted the amendment offered, making it the duty of the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury to pay the money at the period 
to which payment is postponed ; but, sir, I felt constrained, 
by a regard for principle and the public good, to exert my 
feeble powers against the passage of this sub-Treasury bill 
Mr. Chairman, I had more to say to this committee, on 
the several subjects erabraced in this debate, but I feel too 
much exhausted to proceed, and will therefore conclude 
with urging on the consideration of the representatives of the 
people the propriety of postponing a final decision on a 
measure of so much importance, and involving principles 
of such great magnitnde, until public opinion can be pro- 
nounced upon it. If the measure be doubtful in principle 
or policy, we ought to avoid the appearance of precipitancy ; 
respect for our constituents, who have had no opportu- 
nity of making known their sentiments, and who are to be 
bound by this measure, require that the final action on this 
bill should be suspended until the next session. Let us 
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think a little more ourselves, and afford our constituents an 
opportunity of thinking and speaking also. 

Before Mr. Pore had concluded his remarks, as given 
entire in preceding pages, he was arrested by the hour, and 
the House took its usual recess till 4 o'clock. 


Evenine Session. 


The Committee of the Whole met at four o’clock, and 
had to wait long for a quorum. Mr. Pope had the floor, 
but yielded it for a short time to 

Mr. CUSHMAN, who observed that, as the gentleman 
from Kentucky had made a personal allusion to him, he 
would, with that gentleman’s leave, say a word or two by 
way of explanation. It is true, as that gentleman says, 
that while the report of the Committee of Ways and Means 
was under discussion, and after it had been debated during 
the morning hour for several days, he moved the previous 
question. It is true, also, that the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky asked him to withdraw the motion, that he 
might make a few remarks upon that subject, and he now 
complains that he was then prevented from so doing by the 
above-mentioned motion. 

Mr. ©. said there were two reasons why he did not com- 
ply with that request. The first was, that there was around 
him a general desire that it should not be granted: and if 
he had withdrawn it, the same motion would have been 
renewed by sume other gentleman. Secondly, that the 
subject of a United States bank had, for the last five or 
six years, been the common theme of discussion in every 
city, town, village, and hamlet in the country. Itis true, 
he said, that several gentlemen, during this debate, had de- 
clared that the subject of a bank has not been before the 
people for their diseussion, but it was the bank. 

Mr. C. said if gentlemen would only go back to the re- 
election of the late venerable President of the United States, 
they woul! find that that Presidential canvass was put 
upon the question of bank or no bank. A bank, /he bank, 
or any bank, were all denounced by the people at that 
time, as appears by the result of that election. It was the 
pivot upon which that election turned. But if the subject 
of establishing @ bank was not before the people for con- 
sideration at that time, the whole subject was before them 
during the election of the present Chief Magistrate of the 
United States. 


Mr. Van Buren, before the late Presidential election, in | 


pursuance of a call which was made upon him for that 
purpose, declared, in the most unequivocal manner, that 
he could not sanction an institution of that character; and 
this was the pivot, also, upon which that distinguished in- 
dividual was elevated to the Presidency. Twice, there- 
fore, have the people declared that a United States bank 
ought not to be established. 

Mr. ©. observed that, from the course which he had 
thought proper to pursue, some centlemen may have sup- 
posed that he was disposed to check, unnecessarily, the 
freedom of debate. But he would assure gentlemen that 
they mistook his character altogether. He would go with 


him who would go farthest to protect the great vital prin- | 


ciples of civil and religious liberty, the freedom of speech, 
the liberty of the press, and the right of petition. These 
sacred rights he never would yield but with the last breath 
of life. 

But there is a very wide difference between the rightful 
exercise of these invaluable privileges, and a wilful abuse 
of them. ‘T'o correct this evil, this abuse, the rule regu- 
lating w call for the previous question was adopted as a 
part of the by-laws of this House; a rule which has ex- 
isted ever since the formation of the General Government. 
A similar rule has been adopted by several State Legis- 
Jatures to correct the abuses which are the subject of so 
much complaint in this House. In fact, nothing of any 
importance could be accomplished in this House without 
such a law. 


| of the rule for the previous question in this House: the 






























































On the east side of the Atlantic, in the Spanish Cortes, 
the question asked is, ‘‘Has not this subject been suffi- 
ciently debated ?” If this question is responded to by a 
majority of that body, an end is put to the discussion, and 
a vote taken on the main question. This is the operation 


design of the motion is to ask the House if the subject 
under consideration has not been sufficiently debated, and 
cannot be enforced without a majority of the members 
present. As the gentleman from Kentucky states that he 
merely alluded to him as stating a fact, and not for the 
purpose of impugning the purity of his motives, Mr. C. 
observed that he would close his remarks by stating, that, 
so long as his fellow-citizens of New Hampshire should 
provide him a seat upon this floor, he would faithfully and 
independently execute his political trust; and should any 
gentleman, here or elsewhere, dare to question the purity 
of his motives, he would pronounce him a base calumina- 
tor. Mr. C. was here interrupted by 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON, who said that he rose 
to a point of order. He said that he rose to arrest the cur- 
rent of the honorable gentleman’s remarks with great re- 
luetance; but he considered them so out of place at this 
moment, that he was constrained to protest against their 
further continuance. 

We are now, Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. J.,) within a 
few days of an adjournment, and have to decide upon an 
important bill; and, in the midst of this discussion, the 
honorable gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Cusa- 
MAN] thinks fit to consume the time of the House by dis- 
cussing the merits of the previous question, which he call- 
ed some four or five days ago. Then was the time for 
explanations, if the gentleman thought any necessary. But 
his object was then to arrest explanations and discussion 
upon the merits of a resolution which the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means thought fit to introduce, 
but was afraid to have discussed. And now the honorable 
member from the Granite State feels a strong propensity 
to enlarge upon it. Yes, sir, with great and peculiar em- 
phasis, he now discusses a bank and the bank, and called 
| the previous question upon it, after but one member had 
| spoken upon the subject. Why did not that gentleman 
use that occasion (said Mr. J.) to discuss a bank and the 
| bank? He has edified the committee with his learning 
and research upon the history of the previous question ; 
and after making a great display of his exalted patriotism 
in defending the freedom of debate—and we must, in giv- 
| ing him the credit which he claims for the patriotism of 
| his notions, listen to his pretensions, and not judge him by 
his acts—he refers us to the high authority which he has 
culled from the east side of the Atlantic. He has talked 
about Turkey, and has shown that he has precedent for 
| the gag-law in the example of the Spanish Cortes. ‘The 
gentleman is as unfortunate in his authority as he is in 
the time of his using it. 

The gentleman can find authority in the Spanish history 
for the inquisition; and from his readings of Spanish his- 





tory, and adopting their principles for his standard of ac- 
tion in this hall, we may account very rationally why he 
has so often called the inquisitorial and detested previous 
question—the instrument of petty tyranny all over the 
| world. And, to use the gentleman’s own figure, he is the 
| **pivot’’ around which that question has so often wheeled 
| in this hall. But I urge the distinguished gentleman to 
forbear in this discussion, for he has already reaped honors 
enough in that barren field, for his head now blooms and 
blossoms with the glories of the previous question. 
{Here Mr. Cusaman rose, and said that his object was 
not to consume the time of the House, but he had risen 
to explain, by the courtesy of the member from Kentucky, 

| [Mr. Porr,] who was entitled to tho floor. } 
Mr. J. said that he utterly denied the right of the mem- 
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ber from Kentucky, or of any other member, to allow the 
gentlemen from New Hampshire to consume the time of 
the House, at this stage of our proceedings, in discussing 
the merits of the previous question, which the gentleman 
from New Hampshire called some weeks ago. I have 
tried (said Mr. J.) several times to gain the floor, in order 
to speak upon the bill now under debate, and have failed. 
I wish to give my views upon it; but, knowing the propen- 
sity of the honorable member whom I have interrupted to 
call the previous question, I have no guaranty that I might 
not be precluded from speaking at all. And if the gentle- 
man, whom I regard as a living personification of the pre- 
vious question, will not desist from this diseussion, I will 
be constrained to use his own remedy upon himself, and 
will call his own previous question upon him. I hope, in 
concluding, that the gentleman from Kentucky will be per- 
mitted to resume the floor. 

Mr. POPE then resumed the course of his remarks, 
which he continued till long after lights had been brought 
into the hall, when, being exhausted, he sank into his seat 
without having closed his speech. 

A motion was now made for the committee to rise ; but 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON, having conferred with Mr. 
Pops, stated that the gentleman had no objection to Mr. 
J.’s taking the floor at this time, in the confidence that the 
House, in the morning, would permit him to conclude his 
remarks. Such seeming to be the general understanding, 

Mr. JOHNSON rose and addressed the committee as 
follows : 

Mr. Chairman : I return to the honorable member from 
Kentucky [Gov. Pops] my thanks for vielding the floor to 
me before he has completed his remarks. After having 
spoken for four hours, his physical energies have yielded 
before the rich abundance of his mind is exhausted on this 
interesting question. I feel (said Mr. J.) how perilous 
my situation is in attempting to follow the learned and dis- 
tinguished member who has just taken his seat. At this 
late hour, too, when the committee have been so long in 
session, I am strongly apprehensive that I may not compen- 
sate them for any portion of their attention. I must there- 
fore throw myself upon their magnanimity. But before [ 
enter upon the subject under discussion, I feel it a duty 
which I owe to myself and to others, to give a passing no- 
tice to an observation which fell from the honorable member 
who last addressed the committee. 

The honorable member remarked, in the course of his 
observations, in substance, that the friends of the adminis- 
tration, or some of them, had said that the oppositiun had 
a few years ago made charges against the Post Olfice De- 
partment, and, among others, his friend, the late Postmas- 
ter General ; and that the administration sacrificed some of 
the members of that Department (at least the chief clerk) 
to the avenging deity of the relentless opposition. I do 
not for one moment suppose (said Mr. J.) that the honor- 
able gentleman purposed any personal application of his 
remarks to any particular member of the vupposition, but 
spoke of the opposition as a party. But having been a 
member of the twenty-third Congress, when the adminis- 
tration of the Post Otfice Department was made a subject 
of special examination, and the report upon that examina- 
tion was subinitted to this House, I felt it my duty to take 
an humble part in a debate in this hall in relation to the 
abuses committed in that Department. And my name 
having been thrown before the public in connexion with 
that discussion, and with a collision with the late Postmas- 
ter General and his son, I feel warranted in now alluding 
tu it, from what has been said, and in giving an explana- 
tion which circumstances at the time rendered it impussi- 
bie for me to do. 

When a bill was under discussion in this House giving, 
as I thought, increased patronage to that Department, I 
took uccasion to oppose its passage, and to animadvert upon 





the corruptions which were proved to exist in it. A spirit 
of intimidation then still lingered in this hall, and clearly 
manifested itself, 1 thought, on the night of that discussion; 
for, during that session, a member had been waylaid on the 
street and attacked for words spoken in debate ; and, but 
shortly before, other members had been beset and assaulted 

I saw, or thought I saw, that there were members willing 
to place themselves between the officers of Government and 
the members of this House who wished to scrutinize their 
official conduct. I was soon left alone on one side in that 
exciting discussion, and, fancying I saw its result in ad- 
vance, took the distinct ground, when daggers were spo- 
ken but none used, that I was willing and ready to hold 
myself responsible to any member of this House, or to any 
officer of Government, who might imagine himself aggrieved 
by my strictures. That was the position I assumed—per- 
haps rashly—but still it was the position. The next morn- 
ing, in this Capitol, and before I entered this hall, I receiv- 
ed a laconic note from the Postmaster General, by a gen- 
tleman whom I had never seen before, but whose bearing 
convinced me that he was a gentleman. There was no 
threat written in it, but, from its peculiar brevity, I regarded 
it as a threat; sv did two honorable gentlemen of this 
House to whom I submitted it. I felt it to be my duty to 
give it a very ehort answer. Soon after, I received a chal- 
lenge from the son of the Postmaster General—a gentleman 
whom I have never seen in my life. I acceptedit. By 
the advice, I apprehend, of others, it was withdrawn. Ru- 
mor reached my ear that I was to receive some two or three 
more, and was to be caned by I know not how many. 
Under such circumstances, I would neither explain nor 
authorize any friend to explain in my name, as an honor- 
able friend in this hall will well remember. ‘The systein 
of interrogatories I dislike at best; but, according to my 
sense of propriety, I can never bring myself to answei 
them when they are blended with even the shadow of a 
threat. 

But now that the late Posmaster General is no more, 
and the restraining circumstances of the affair have passed 
away, I embrace the opportunity which the remarks of the 
honorable member have afforded me, to say, in my place, 
that I never designed to charge the Postmaster General 
with peeulation, though I was unwilling to except hiin 
from the charge (of which I had proof enough to convince 
my judgment) that it did exist at that time in the De- 
partment. I deem it due to myself, due to those whom 
he has left behind him, his relations and friends—and the 
honorable member as one of those friends—to say, that I 
had no proof that he was corrupt, nor do I believe that he 
was a corrupt man in the moral or legal sense of the term. 
The most that J meant to say was, that when corruption 
was proved to exist in a department, the censure should 
full with the heaviest force upon the head of that depart- 
ment, if he did not suspend the guilty subordinate. 

But I dismiss this subject, now and finally, and will at- 
tempt to approach that immediately under debate. 

Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. J.,) when Sir Walter Scott 
was asked why it was that he had not written the life of 
the Emperor Napoleon in one instead of three volunies, 
he answered, because he had not time! And if I should 
trespass upon the kind indulgence of the committee a little 
longer than it may think judicious, I beg the committee to 
receive in advance, as my apology, that I have not had 
time to investigate, in all its bearings, the important sub- 
ject before us, and to arrange my reflections in perspicuous 
brevity, which is the best proof J know of a familiar knowl- 
edge of a subject. 

Day and night have we been occupied in this hall, for 
weeks past, without hardly taking respite for sleep, in in- 
vestigating the important bills which have been crowded 
upon our attention; with not even time to eat with com- 
fort, and with scarcely a spare hour to read the budgets 
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daily placed on our desks, or to spend in examining books 
of knowledge, or be occupied in quiet reflection. 

The experienced dehaters, and the learned members of 
this House, may easily surmount such obstacles; but the 
humble member who claims your indulgence feels them 
with the strongest and almost overpowering force. Not- 
withstanding such embarrassing considerations, I ain un- 
willing to give a silent vote on the bill before the commit- 
tee, but will assign, us briefly as I can, the reasons why I 
shall give a negative voice. 

We have been assembled, Mr. Chairman, in extraordi- 
nary session, and have already acted on some most extra- 
ordinary bills. But the most extraordinary ever presented 
to the consideration of this House, with an earnest and 
specious hope of being received with favor, is the bill now 
under debate. A bill of no less a nature, in my judgment, 
than one calculated, if passed, to obliterate some of the 
brightest features in our constitution; to annul in its oper- 
ation almost all the statutes which so carefully guard the 
mode of receiving and disbursing the public revenues; in 


one word, a bill to take from the representatives of the | 


people all supervision and control of the public moneys, 
and to place in the Executive hand, which now has con- 
trol over the army and the navy, the appointment of an 
almost illimitable number of public officers, and has com- 


mand of the militia when in the actual service of the Uni- | 


ted States—to place in the same hani, to receive and to 
pay out, without scarcely a check or restraint, all the pub- 
lic noney of the nation. 


delicate and enormous power greatly surprised me ; to find 

the representatives of sovereign States tamely acquiescing, 

:completely astonished me; to find it advocated on this 
floor by some of the representatives of the people, who, 

under the constitution, are the purse-creating and the 

purse-holding power, has awakened into alarm every hid- 

den apprehension of my mind. 
What proofs of superior knowledge and superior useful- 
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briefly to the past, but shall take only a rapid glance at 


circumstances that have transpired, as that ground hag 
been most ably occupied by members who have preceded 
me in this debate. When, Mr. Chairman, did any coun- 
try present as great a degree of prosperity as this nation 
did at the time that General Jackson commenced his un- 
relenting hostility to the late Bank of the United States? 
What country on earth possessed a better currency than 
this did at that time? What country afforded such a re- 
duced rate of exchanges? Where was labor better re- 
warded? Where was industry better recompensed? Search 
the inhabitable globe for a parallel, and you will search in 
vain. Where was an institution better organized and con- 
ducted, and its paper more readily received in every part 
of the United States, if not in every part of the world, by 
people of every pursuit, from the centre to the remotest 


| borders of the Union, than the paper of the Bank of the 


United States? It had realized more than had been pre- 
dicted by its most ardent advocates in 1816. It had been 
chiefly instrumental in effecting and maintaining, for near- 
ly twenty years, what I regard to be the great desrideratum 
in a country where agriculture, planting, manufactures, 
and commerce lean upon and support each other—a con- 
vertible paper currency—bank paper converted at the will 
of the holder into gold and silver. Such was the state of 
the currency four years ago. Bank paper was not only 
convertible into silver at the counter of the bank that is- 


| sued it, but was convertible everywhere in the interior at 


| the counters of retail merchants, who were always glad to 
The request from the Executive to be possessed of such 


exchange their silver for bank notes, which better suited 
Peace and plenty glad- 
dened the whole land; content and cheerfulness were found 
in the most humble cottage as well as in the more costly 
edifice; a prospect of universal prosperity was then pre- 
sented, on which the mind loved to dwell. I will not ex- 


| patiate upon it, but content myself with a simple narra- 


ness has the Executive given, to warrant a surrender of | 


power to its discretion t 


Has it shown, from the prudent | 


exercise of powers delega'ed to it by the constitution and | 


the laws, that, to promote the interest of the nation, its 
powers should be amplified and new authorities delegated ? 
That, to promote the interest of the people, you must aban- 
don your trust and your duty, and give almost unlimited 
discretion to the Executive will? That the Executive 


} 


will better administer your duties than the conjoint wisdom | 


of the representatives of the people? Or does the Presi- 
dent even place his request upon the pretext that, by your 
surrendering into his hands all control over the money of 
the people, it will give them relief in their present distress, 
and equalize the exchanges and currency of the country? 
Even this plausible argument is not offered, but is dis- 
tinctly repudiated in the Executive message. No argu- 
ment of this sort is offered; and yet you are asked to make 
the surrender simply to gratify the executive pleasure. 
But, Mr. Chairman, I would not care how strong the rea- 


sons might be that could be assigned; if they were ten | 


times as strong as any I could imagine, I never can be 
guilty of vivlating, by voting for such a measure, the whole 
genius and spirit of the constitution—the essence of every 
republican constitution in every representative Government, 
So far from the Executive exhibiting superior sagacity and 
prudence in regulating the financial operations of the Gov- 
ernment, it has shown itself most culpably inefficient to 
discharge the duties required by the existing laws, and 
those which it has assumed, in violation of both law and 
usage. I have not even a shadow of doubt in my mind, 
that all the embarrassments in our country, in the curren- 
cy, aud in business of every kind, are in a chief degree 
chargeable to the Executive of the last four years. 

To justify this allegation, I am constrained to allude 


tion. 

General Jackson, in the plenitude of his power and un- 
paralleled popularity, had forced, by his system of proscrip- 
tion, most of the officers of the Government to become 
political partisans. ‘To be an active partisan, to gain pre- 
ferment, was a sine gua non with him. The political ar- 
mor was put on, and each saw written on it, ** this is the 
road to Byzantium.” The president of a northern branch 


| of the United States Bank had displeased some active par- 


tisan, and the mother bank refused to dismiss the honest 
and independent head of the branch ; that partisan infused 
the venom of his feelings into the bosom of General Jack- 
son. Threat after threat was made, in the President's 
messages, against the United States Bank. A better cur- 
rency was promised the people, if they would unite with 
the Executive in destroying that institution. ‘That prom- 


| ise had a char™m in it, as all persons are anxious to better 


| 


| 





| their condition can be improved. 


their condition; and all believe, however prosperous, that 
But still an honest and 
upright Congress refused to lend itself to the malignant 
purposes of the Executive, or to gratify his splenetic will. 
Congress was in favor of renewing the charter of the bank. 


| The Executive veto nullified the will of the representatives 


of the States and the people. Congress refused to gratify 
the will of the Executive in ordering the Government de- 
posites to be removed from the Bank of the United States, 
where the law had placed them; but he, with ruthless 
hand, seized upon the public treasure, as Cesar had done 
before him, and parcelled out the money of the people 
among a host of State institutions, which he now testifies 
are the most unprincipled and profligate in the annals of 
history. 

Those institutions were urged by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to discount most liberally upon the deposites of 
the Government; and as slaves always must readily obey 
the first orders of a new master, they not only discounted 
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paper offered to them, but in many cases invited custom- 
ers. Congress altered the standard of gold, and reduced 
its value. 
that bill.) Europeans sent their gold here to be coined, 
and then ordered it home again. ‘The Neapolitan and 
French indemnities were adjusted, and imported in gold. 
This was hailed as the millenninm of the golden age, and 
General Jackson was told by his flatterers, and believed it, 
that he had at last discovered the Philosopher’s stone. 
Jaundiced-eyed and near-sighted politicians, whose minds 
cannot realize causes and effects, or discriminate fictitious 
from true and abiding causes, thought that they had really 
worked a specie miracle; and the General himself read his 
valedictory, ‘*still harping” on the monster bank, and con- 
gratulating himself and the country on the experiment 
which he had tried in his humble efforts to improve, as he 
said he had, the currency of our country. ButI am fast 
in my chronology; there is one other remarkable event 
which I wish to allude to. Before General Jackson re- 
tired from office, a distinguished Senator, who had aided 
much in building up the golden image which he wished all 
to fall down and worship, made a political prediction, that, 
if the people of the West would co-operate with him in 
destroying the Bank of the United States, they would see, 
in violation of all the laws which govern fluids or solids, 
gold flow up the Mississippi. ‘lthey believed, and looked 
with anxious hope, but looked in vain. He conceived the 
expedient whilst Congress was in session, but revealed it 
perhaps to few—lingered until Congress had adjourned, 
and then, **solitary and alone,” he thought he would set 
the golden stream in motion. Congress ordered the Sec- 
retary of the T'reasury to receive the notes of specie-pay- 
ing banks and gold or silver in payment of public dues. 
The alchymical operation was to be effected by a disregard 
of the law, and the Secretary of the Treasury was ordered 
to issue his famous proclamation, demanding nothing but 
gold or silver for public lands. The prediction was real- 
ized: gold and silver flowed up the valley and over the 
mountains, but flowed in steamboats and in stages—flowed 
to the land offices and to the banks of deposite, but never 
into the pockets of the working people of the West. 

This last act broke the glittering dream, and the veil of 
Mokanna fell to the ground. Convertible paper and gold 
were no longer synonymous; Government, which should 
have been the last, was the first to make the distinction. 
Gold and silver were at once more valuable—for the article 
must in demand in this country is land ; and the Govern- 
ment is the largest (because it is the greatest proprietor) 
and cheapest seller, and can control the market value. 
Thousands daily purchased public land, and of course thou- 
sands were force! to procure specie. It soon became an 
article of merchandise, to be bought in the market, rather 
than a medium of exchange. The banks found their paper 
returned upon them, and their specie almost exhausted, 
and wisely suspended specie p»yments; and the deposite 
banks were the very first to set the example. Confidence 
became impaired ; the banks had been pressed by those who 
held their notes, and they, in turn, called on their debtors, 
and the debtors of the banks called on all who owed them; 
thus the pressure passed the whole round of the circle of 
trade and business. Panic, dismay, confusion, and bank- 
ruptcy, followed in quick and fatal succession. ‘The Gov- 
ernment could not escape the consequences of its measures, 
and suspended specie payments. 

The last Congress, foreseeing the evil consequences of 
the specie circular of the Treasury Department, passed a 
bill rescinding that order. General Jackson treated it with 
contempt, placed it in his pocket, and retired to the Her- 
mitage, denouncing the insolence of Congress in sending 
a bill to him which questioned the wisdom of any measure 
which he had ordere!. Mr. Van Buren, who succeeded 
to the Presidency, was urged most earnestly to rescind that 
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circulur, but he refused. When he saw, as he ought to 
have seen, its evil tendency, he should have yielded to the 
counsel of honest and practical men. I will here say that, 
whilst I believe that the evils of that measure might have 
been in some degree softened if Mr. Van Baren had re. 
scinded the order after the fourth of March, I do not think 
that it would have prevented a suspension of specie puy- 
ments: it would have changed the direction of that sus- 
pension ; much of the silver would have been drawn from 
the West to the Atlantic and to the Southern cities, and 
would have, in some degree, relieved them ; but that would 
have forced a suspension of specie payments by the West- 
ern and Southwestern banks, which would have been 
quickly followed by the banks of the commercial and large 
cities. When silver is at a premium, it is impossible, in 
the nature of things, for the paper of any bank to remain 
long in circulation, or for any bank to throw out its paper 
to any useful extent to the people, and redeem it with the 
precious metals, 

From this train of measures and circumstances I trace 
the causes of the suspension of specie payments by all the 
banks, the great confusion and embarrassment in business 
of every kind, the distresses and bankruptcies which oc 
curred, and the confusion which has overwhelmed both the 
people and the Government. From such measures you 
can trace consequences, with the same unerring accuracy 
as the human eye can mark the path of the desolating 
whir! wind. 

Amid this disastrous crisis, the President issued his pro 
clamation convening Congress, which he had positively 
refused to do a few weeks before. We assembled, some 
of us with hope, some with apprehension, though all 
equally anxious to know what measures would be recom 
mended, and what position the Executive would assume 
Some thought that the President would recommend the 
sub-Treasury system; others, a retrial of the State banks; 
whilst others hoped, at least I did, that he would throw 
himself upon the advice of Congress. This was really my 
belief, as well as my hope. His appointment of Mr. Poin 
sett at the head of the War Department had inspired me 
with some hope of betterthings. No man, save one, who 
had been born either south or west of Pennsylvania held « 
place in the cabinet. And the appointment of a second, 
and one so highly worthy and eminently qualified, was, I 
thought, the harbinger of some salutary changes. So first 
rate men are in office, | care not from what quarter they 
are taken, or where may be their birth-place. But I do 
maintain that every prominent place should be filled by 
high-minded and efficient gentlemen, who understand their 
duties, and are prompt to discharge them. I came here 
with no pledged hostility to his administration, and, per- 
sonally, I had a very high regard for the President. My 
situation here is peculiar. I have been elected by the aid 
of both parties. If I were to consult the feelings of a ma- 


| jority of the persons who voted for me, rather than the 


opinions of a majority of the voters of the district, I would 
pause in my course. But, when entrusted with a public 
duty, I do not feel at liberty to be governed by feelings of 
personal predilection or antipathy. I feel bound to take a 
more expansive view of the whole district and the nation. 

When we assembled here, speculation was at once hushed 
by the receipt of the President’s message ; and I must con- 


| fess I was greatly disappointed. I had read his famous let- 


ter to Mr. Sherrod Wiiliams, in which he considered the 


| State banks as Government depositories, and said how ad 


mirably the eystem worked—where he denounced the Uni- 
ted States Bank, and promised to tread in the footsteps of 


| his illustrious predecessor. I thought all this was the mere 


electioneering language of the day, and that, when once in 
office, he would make himself the President of the people, 
and not of a party. All my expectations were disappuint- 
ed; for almost the first thing he informed the representa- 
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tives of the people whom he had called together—who as- 
sembled here fresh and warm from the midst of the peo- 
ple—was, that if they should dare to pass a bill to establish 
a bank of the United States, he would be a lion in their 
path ; that he was armed with a veto power, and would as- 
suredly use it. Such language is unprecedented in the his- 
tory of this or any other country. The President, in his 
inaugural address, informed the people that if a particular 
measure should be passed by Congress, he would use the 
veto. J thought that unnecessary and uncalled for, but 
supposed it was designed for Southern effect. A veto in 


that case would be unnecessary; nor did Mr. Van Buren, | 


or any one else, suppose that he would ever be called on to 
redeem his pledge; fur, Mr. Chairman, whenever the Con- 
gress of the United States shall so far forget their compact 
with Maryland as to violate private property in the District 
of Columbia, your jurisdiction will end, and that of Mary- 


land will begin, over all that part of the ten miles square | 


north of the southern bank of the Potomac river. I may 
go farther: that moment this House shall contain a major- 
ity of members who will be so reckless as tu vote for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, the annun- 
ciation of that majority by the Chair will be the sounding 
of the death: knell of the Union. 

Before Mr. Van Buren is six months in office, before a 
single bill or resolution has been sent to bim for his signa- 
ture, he has voluntarily, gratuitously, stepped out of the 
line of his duty, to inform Congress that upon at least two 
measures he will use his veto. I have an hostility to the 
veto power, and can never be reconciled to its use. The 
framers of our constitution placed it in the hands of the 
Executive, under the fallacious belief that it is the weakest 
of the co-ordinate branches of Government. 
mers of the constitution and the authors of the Federalist 
were mistaken. ‘The Executive is more powerful than all 
the other branches put together. All power is fast consol- 
idating in the Executive hands; and the Executive history 
of the last four years is sufficient to justify the remark with- 
out any proof. They thought it harmless, because they 
found it obsolete in England, though existing in the Eng- 
lish constitution. 


The Government of the United States is the last in the | 


world which should tolerate the veto power. There may 
be some plausibility for it in the State constitutions, which 
secure to the people the right to elect both branches of the 
Legislature ; for there both branches may be moved, in a 
greater or less degree, by the same commotion or popular 
impulse. But even in the constitution of my own State, 
where the Senate is not elected by the people, the Execu- 
tive is denied the veto power; the constitution says the 
Governor shall sign the laws. And it has been judicially 
decided by our highest courts, that laws which have passed 
the General Assembly, or both Houses of the Legislature, 
are valid without the signature of the Governor. And that 
is almost the only feature in the Maryland constitution 
which, I think, could not be changed fur the better. And 
in the Federal Government, also, every useful caution ex- 
ists in framing laws, without the existence of the oppres- 
sive veto power in the Executive. In our Government, 
part representative, part confederative, no law can be enact- 
ed without its first receiving the sanction of the representa- 
tives of the people; or, in other words, a majority of the 
people in their aggregate capacity, without distinction of 
States, control in this House. In the confederate branch, 
where the sovereign States are equal, a majority of those 
States must give sanction to every bill. What greater 
safeguard can there be to liberty than to require first the 
concurrence of a majority of the people, and then a ma- 
jority of the States, to every measure of public utility ? 
Every restraint beyond this is actual, real oppression. I 
regard the abuse of delegated power to be as obnoxious to 


censure as the usurpation of power. And an Executive 


Sir, the fra- | 
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places itself within the range of that censure, when it ar- 
rogantly uses, or presumptuously threatens, the veto. It 
is to awe free and fearless deliberation, by suspending the 
sword of Damocles over the heads of nervous politicians, in 
this hall or the other. 

Historians inform us that, with all his vices, ‘* Nero 
never attempted any thing against the jurisdiction of the 
Senate.” 

Marcus Aurelius, though armed with the imperial tribu- 
nitian (or veto) prerogative, said, ia alluing to the Senate, 
‘«Tt is more proper that I . should submit to the opinion of 
so many and such friends, than that so many and such 
friends should follow my will.” 

An able writer says, ‘‘It was by adding the tribunitian 
power (intercedare vetare) to the military, in their own 
persons, that the Roman Emperors consummated the ruin 
of the republic.” ‘It was by this mode,” says Tacitus, 
««that Augustus found means, without the name of King 
or Dictator, to make himself superior to the legislative and 
executive powers of the commonwealth.” 

If the Romans lost their liberty by the union of the mil- 
itary and the veto power in the same hands, how can it be 
preserved in this nation, when you unite in the same hands, 
which have now the military and veto, the power of the 
purse, which you propose to do by the bill now on your 
table ’—a power which Augustus never possessed. 

But in these modern days, a President is called a Roman 
patriot, who freely uses this detested instrument of tyran- 
ny; though Pliny boasts, in panegyrizing Trajan, ‘<that 
the Emperor never allowed himself to annul or prevent the 


| execution of the Senate’s decrees.” 


I will not longer dwell on this subject than to say that, 
as it was by the use of the veto that Louis XVI lost his 
head—so may the next American who shall use it lose his 


personal popularity. 


But the President has thought fit to read to Congress a 
lecture upon cunstitutional law, and gravely tells us that a 
Bank of the United States would be unconstitutional. Yes, 
sir, he would fain convince us that the constitution was in 
his keeping, and that he will not let the rude hands of the 
reytesentatives of the people profane it. Mr. Chairman, 
how much crime has been committed, how much blood 
has been shed, by fanaticism, under the pretext of serving 
the cause of religion? How much usurpation and tyran- 
ny have been practised, upon the pretence of saving the 
constitution and serving the people? Let history answer— 
for every volume can answer, from the creation of the world 
to the present moment. Who is this mighty expounder of 
the constitution? Is he the the venerable and glorious 
man who presided over the deliberations of the convention 
that formed that sacred instrument? Or is he the wise and 
distinguished individual whose pen gave it form and pro- 
portion, and who has been emphatically called the Father 
of the constitution? No, sir, be is not. But he is Martin 
Van Buren, of Kinderhook. ‘The same individual who in- 
formed the nation in his inaugural address, on the east 
front of the Capitol, that he was the first President elected 
who had not participated in the patriotic struggles of the 
Revolution; who thought it proper to say, fur the inform- 
ation, perhaps, of the ladies present, that he was born since 
those ancient days. - He is the first and chief of the mod- 
ern expounders of the constitution. Yes, sir, even Amos 
Kendall, an officer, not of the constitution, but of the law, 
says that he is a limb—yes, sir! the right arm, I suppose— 
of the Executive body, and has dared to read a homily to 
the courts upon their dutics and the constitution. It is 
time, for the dignity of this House and the nation, that 
such insolence and effrontery should be frowned down, it 
not punished. But I will leave these distinguished per- 
sonages for a moment, and allude to others. ‘There is 
another class of politicians in this House, who have been 


thrown into ecstacies because Mr. Van Bureu says that, as 
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he construes the constitution, Congress cannot create a 
United States bank. They call themselves the true State 
rights Old Dominion republican democrats of the Jeflerso- 
nian school, and quote the name of that patriot, for every 


purpose, numberless times, in every speech with which | 
My mind is in doubt whether such 


they favor this House. 
displays should be treated gravely or lightly. Gentlemen 
seem to speak as if no one had read and understood Mr. 
Jefferson’s writings but themselves, and quote slips from, 
and fragments of, his letters written some fifty years ago, 
before the existence of a United States bank. 


pute upon subtleties too refined to be perceived by my 
mental vision. 
all eagerly listen, in hope to hear some idea which may im- 
pinge against something which Mr. Jefferson may have loose- 


library to produce a letter or conversation of Mr. Jefferson. 
The orator ends, and another begins with anticipated vic- 
tory joyously illumining his features, and his Southern 
friend is handled without gloves or mercy. But with that 
propensity for long speaking which is so remarkable in the 
South, where all are imaginative children of the Sun, and 
where all possess the copia verborum in an eminent de- 
gree, he soon runs foul of some other opinion of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, on some other and foreign subject. Yes, and an- 
other more Mercury-footed page is posted, to tell the first 
to be swift. Then another State rights Jeffersonian Old 


Dominion true republican democrat rises, and, with the | 


merciless vengeance of a Samson, he routs and vanquishes 
the political Philistines before him, behind him, and around 
him, horse, foot, and dragoons. 


it high treason, verily, to differ in the minutest particular | 


from Mr. Jefferson. What a bombastic Englishman once 
said of Homer, they think true of Jefferson: 


* Read Homer once, and you can read no more, 
For all books else appear so mean, so poor, 
Verse will seem prose; but still persist and read, 
And Homer will be all the books you need.”’ 


They regard it heresy, beyond the benefit of clergy, if 
any man dare speak, think, or breathe, witheut producing 
the authority of Mr. Jefferson; and he is read out of the 
State rights party. They call to my mind an anecdote 
which occurred in my own State on the death of Alexander 
Hamilton, in the best days of Maryland hospitality, before 
she was governed, as she now is, by uncles and aunts, who 
are all united by either affinity or propinquity, who fill all 
places, and hold the reins of government in their feeble 
and effeminate grasp—for Maryland is pretty much like the 
rest of the Southern States. They have all been, for the 
last ten years, like so many barrels of frozen cider—the 
spirit has not escaped, but it has become concentrated ; 
some of them now show signs of reanimation, and eliven- 
ing feelings are beginning to pervade them; and we may 
hope that even ‘* Rip Van Winkle” (North Carolina) will 
iu time open his wondering eyes. 
The news reached a coterie of thorough-gving federalists, 


who were dining on the Eastern shore of Maryland, where | 
Washington to put his veto upon it? 
| tions him against using the veto—he urges him to respect 


wine and wit were flowing in equal streams; all expressed 
in general exclamation their bitter sorrow ; all, save one, 
became earnest and eloquent in speaking of the powers of 
that great man’s mind—of the great services he had ren- 
dered to the country, and the heavy loss which the nation 
had sustained, and how much they lamented it. At length, 
Thomas Bailey, the brother of the Attorney General of 
Maryland, who was remarkable for a high order of intellect, 
when he would venture to exercise it, setting down his 
empty wine-glass, said to his bevy of friends, that he had 
listened to the expressions of grief which the sad news had 
called from them, but he felt that bis grief was greater than 
theirs, because his loss was greater in the death of Hamil- 
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| traveller always keep his eye on the polar star? 
ly written or said, believing it will be his political destruc- | 
tion at home. Quick as thought, a messenger is sent to the | 
| would next find that the white bear and the wandering In- 


| or Milton as the text-books of his creed ? 


But to my anecdote. | 
| Bank was established, whether it was constitutional to es- 


1504 


[Ocr. 12, 1837 


ton; for as long as Hamilton lived (said he) he had never 
been put to the labor and trouble of investigating questivns 
for himself, and that, as Hamilton was dead, he now, alas, 
— be forced to the dire necessity of thinking for him 
self. 

I could but think, since this discussion has commenced, 
if Mr. Jefferson had not left behind him some two volumes 
of State Papes, one volume of Correspondence, and his 


| Notes on Virginia, how awfully annoyed some of the Vir- 
| ginia politicians would be, if driven, like Tom Bailey, to 
I have been | 
amused to see the dreadful warfare of words carried on | 
among those Southern State rights politicians, who dis- | 
| that he considered Mr. Jefferson the polar star that direcied 
One descants upon constitutional law, and | 


think for themselves. What would these gentlemen do if 
the point d’appui of their political lever were destroyed ’ 
An able member from Virginia informed us, last night, 


his course. Suppose we draw imagination from around 
the figure, and examine it by the test of real life. Will a 
If he 
should direct his gaze continually that way in his journey, 
he will soon find that furs would add to his comfort ; he 


dian would be the only living things about him; and the next 
step he would find himself plunging into Symmes’s arctic 
hole. Will the prudent and skilful mariner Jook alone at 
the north star, in directing his vessel’s way over the track- 
less ocean? At times he is forced to look at other fixed if 
less beautiful luminaries, and finds them equally true and 
useful. Yes, sir, astronomy and navigation teach him to 
point his glass, at times, to all the bright stars in the zodiac, 
and the power of human reason makes them subservient to 
its control. 

So I should fain think the practical American statesman 
should view every star in the firmament, or, to quit the 


| figure, should read all that has been written by the wise 
These gentlemen regard | 


and the good, and then dare to think for himself, 

When Jefferson embarked in the glorious cause of the 
Revolution, did he take Solon or Lycurgus, Sidney or 
Hampden, for his model of greatness? Did he take Locke 
No, sir, he did 
not. He read all that patriots had written; he read deep- 
ly the volumes of human nature: and then, sir, he dipped 
his pen into his own mind, and wrote the immortal Decla- 
ration of Independence. He had no model; daring to 
think and to act for himself, he made himself great as he 
was. 

We are in Committee of the Whole on the state of tlie 
Union ; and I am unwilling, as an American citizen, to sit 
silently and hear Mr. Jeflerson’s name quoted, to effect 
every narrow and selfish purpose. His fame is the prop- 
erty of the whole nation, and is not placed in the hands of 
a few Southern politicians. Mr. Jeffersun had faults, as 
all men have; but Mr. Jefferson was a man of enlarged 
and expansive mind. And if any supernatural power could 
resuscitate his body with the magic wand of one of old, as 
we read in solemn history, and present him living befoie 
us, he would rebuke his friends for using his name, as it 
has been, on many occasions. 

Mr. Jefferson doubted, before the first United States 


But did he advise General! 
No, sir. He cau- 


tablish such an institution. 


the representatives of the people. This he did in the last 
sentence of his letter to General Washington, in 1791. 
He says, ‘it must be added, however, that, unless the 
President’s mind, on a view of every thing which is urged 
for and against this bill, is tolerably clear that it is unau- 
thorized by the constitution ; if the pro and con hang so 
even as to balance his judgment, a just respect for the wis- 
dom of the Legislature would naturally decide the balance 
in favor of their opinion.” 

Such is the manly language of a great mind; and I wish, 
for the interest of the country, that his modern friends 
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knew how to appreciate it. He recommends no veto, bu 
cautions the President against it. He advises the Presi- 
dent to respect the Legislature. This is the language of a 
true democrat. A democrat is he who will think for him- 
self, vote for himself, speak for himself, and obey the laws 
and decisions of the tribunals of the country. A man who 
puts on the blind-bridle of party, and allows himself to be 
caparisoned with party trammels, is not a democrat—he is 
half a vassal. A democrat must be a free thinker and a 
tree talker—a free and fearless political actor. 

Whilst Mr. Jefferson spoke and wrote freely his senti- 
ments, he knew how to respect the opinions of others. He 
respected the constitution and obeyed the laws. When 
the Bank of the United States was established, he acquies- 
eed in deference and with cheerfulness. And in 1804, 


after he was exalted to the Presidency, he signed a bill | 


authorizing the bank to establish branches in the Territo- 
ries. If he had not surrendered his first opinion, he placed 
himself in the attitude of being guilty of base perjury in 


sanctioning the measure ; and [I would not venture to give | 
utterance to the opinion [ would entertain of the man who | 


would bring such a charge against him. 


It was but last night, while listening to an able member | 


trom the Old Dominion, who was quoting Jefferson against 
the Bank of the United States, that [ turned to a learned 
friend from Virginia, by whom I was sitting, and said that 
I really believed that, if Mr. Jefferson were on this floor, 
and saw the distresses of the country, he would be the first 
and warmest to advocate a United States bank. 


Sub- Treasury Bill. 








remarked that I appreciated justly Mr. Jefferson’s charac- | 


ter; for he had heard a few days ago a distinguished gen- 
tleman, who was a neighbor of Mr. Jefferson, assert that 
Mr. Jefferson had said that, if the State bank system was 
to be tolerated, the only way to control it, and to give a 
good currency, was to have a bank of the United States. 
But this fact has been alluded to by the able gentleman 
who preceded me, [Mr. Poer.}] ‘That he said so, I have 
not the smallest doubt. 
ter, decided that the State banks were constitutional. 
Then, if Mr. Jefferson’s opinions are to be quoted, they 
would be in favor of a United States bank. 

But those very gentlemen, who wish to chain dow: Mr. 
Jefferson’s opinions to the narrowest views upon all sub- 
jects, will find themselves in an awkward predicament at 
the next session. I predict, Mr. Chairman, that they will 
then quote Mr. Jefferson as the greatest latitudinarian who 
ever filled the Presidential chair. 

When the question of the annexation of Texas to the 
Union shall come up, as I expect it will next winter, these 
gentlemen will quote Mr. Jefferson as a precedent, because 
he recommended the purchase of Louisiana. 

Mr. Jefferson has admitted that that purchase was made 
without any authority being given in the constitution. But 
atill he recommended it, and signed the bill. Sir, he acted 
wisely ; he acted as a philosophic statesman should have 
acted. There are occasionally and rarely great national 
emergencies which no framers of a constitution can foresee. 
Those emergencies must be met, and acted upon promptly. 
This was one of them. In such a case, all public func- 
tionaries are justified in adapting their course to the cir- 
cumstances. Whilst they venerate the constitution, they 
are required by duty to obey what must be the sense, not 
of a party, but of the whole nation, in the emergency, and 
adopt such measures as will meet the wishes of the present 
generation, and which they are convinced will meet with 
the approbation of all posterity. Such occurrences are but 
seldom presented, but still they do sometimes occur. And 
Mr. Madison said truly, in his able report upon the Vir- 
ginia resolutions of 1798, that, ‘as the constitution is 
above the law, so are the people above the constitution.” 
That maxim should be received with caution, to be sanc- 
tioned only when the people desire a change ia their or- 
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ganic law, or when great national exigencies arise, such 
as I have alluded to. 

Some of these Southern constitutional lawyers seem to 
revel in denunciations against the Bank of the United 
States—not only some of the Virginia politicians, but the 
able member from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,] who 
sprung into the front rank in this debate. Some new light 
has illumined his path. I thought, if any State in the 
Union had acquiesced in the constitutionality of the Bank 
of the United States, it was South Carolina. If the peo- 
ple have erred in «sustaining the bank, South Carolina has 
inculeated that error; for all of her great men have advo- 
eated it. In 1816, seven out of eight of her representatives 
voted for the charter of the United States Bank. Yes, 
sir, Messrs. Calhoun, Chappell, Edwards, Huger, King, 
Lowndes, Middleton, Pickens, Taylor, and Woodward; 
and Mr. Mayrant stood ‘solitary and alone” against it. 
But the onward path of modern genius can demonstrate 
that all these men were ignorant of the constitution and 
their duties. 

“ We think our fathers fools, 30 wise we grow ; 
Our wiser sons, no doubt, will think ws sv." 

Yes, sir, Mr. Calhoun, who was a Southern fixed star, 
has, by some inscrutable phenomena of nature, by some 
undiscoverable law ot attraction, wandered from his station, 
and is now in the northern polar hemisphere ; or, rather, is 


' now a planet revolving around, by attraction and repulsion, 
| the executive centre. 
My friend | 


Sir, | grieve at the sudden transi- 
tion, because [ like Mr. Calhoun personally. But he has 
made himself a living warning, to the opinions I have ex- 
pressed, how dangerous it is for any free-thinking and gen- 
erous man, whether in public or in private life, to pin his 
faith to the skirts of any man. Mr. Calhoun’s political life 
has been most strangely erratic. If I should wish to find 
an argument in favor of the Bank of the United States, I 
would read his speech made in 1816; if [ wished to find a 


| confirmation of those opinions, | would read his speech 


Your Supreme Court, last win- | 


made in the twenty-third Congress ; if I wished to find an 


argument against the bank, I would read his recent speech 


made in the twenty-fith Congress; if I wished to find an 
argument in favor of the tariff, I would read his speech 
made in 1816; if I would wish to find an argnment against 
the tariff, [ would read at least a dozen speeches which he 
has made within the last four years; if [ wished to find an 
argument in favor of forts and fortifications, I would read 
his report made when he was Secretary of War; it I wished 
to find an argument against forts and fortifications, I would 
read his speech delivered in the twenty-third Congress ; if 
I wished to gain proof that he was friendly to the tariff and 
internal improvements, I would ask for it from the gentle- 
men of Pennsylvania, who, some ten or twelve years ago, 
urged his name forthe Presidency, and I would be answer- 
ed that they urged his claims because they thought him 
ultra on those subjects; if 1 wished to find arguments 
against that system, they would be found in every speech 
which he has delivered, on any subject whatever, for the 
last six years. Let the generous and chivalric young men 
of the South follow such a polar fixed star, and they will 
find, when too late to retrieve their standing and useful- 
ness, that they had been following an jynis fatuus, which 
had been leading them from swamp to bog, from bog to 
glen, from glen to merass, and finally left them in a cy- 
press swamp of the most impenetrable darkness. He may 
be quoted for any political opinion, as a distinguished judge 
once said Croke’s reports could be quoted for any legal 
opinion. I had rather at once cut my political jugular than 
follow such a star; for, if I did not, the people would soon 
do it for me; and I regard suicide preferable to public exe- 
cution. I was amused atthe gallant bearing of my chival- 
rous friend from South Carolina, {[Mr. Pickens, ] when he 
took the lead, conscious of his right and ability to lead, in 
this debate ; it proved to my mind that his Southern feeling 
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it was just, when he required the Clerk, with his strong 
voice, to read out the names of those who had voted for 
and against General Gordon’s proposition a few years ago. 
I thought that that was, to his new allies, ‘* the most uan- 
kindest cut of all.” I was then seated in the chair on the 
Clerk’s platform, which is now occupied by the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. Wesssrer, [Mr. J. 
pointed in the direction of the Clerk’s seat, ] philosophizing 
and surveying the effect it would produce on many coun- 
tenances, and perceived, as some names were pronounced, 
their faces would crimson; others would blanch; seme 
twisted in their chairs, whilst others left the hall, as old 
Proteus once guitted an unpleasant theatrical hall; whilst 
in some old and hardened sinners, who had long and often 
offended, not an eye would wink, or a muscle move, ora 
single feature change. ‘They seemed to look as if they 
were conscious that they were past all forgiveness, and had 
made up their minds to Jook with more composure upon 
their past acts, than upon the enormity of those which 
they fully expected to perpetrate; whilst I heard, or thought 
I heard, several voices involuntarily exclaim, ** expunge 
the journal.” That gentleman, [Mr. Pickens,] whilst 
he is advocating, in his able speeches, State rights, is at 
the same time, supporting a measure which is the very de- 
finition of consolidation. The whole reasoning amounts to 
this: because Congress has not the power to establish a 
bank, therefore Congress must surrencer into the hands of 
the Executive all power over the public money. 

Whilst I regard a Virginian or South Carolinian, who 
will act upon the principles of his ancestors, and dare think 
for himself, as one of the noblest beings in creation, I re- 
gard that different Lilliputian race, who are seven-month’s 
children, always talking about the constitution, and never 
reading it, who ride about with saddlebags and the Revised 
Code, and spout ‘‘ Constitution and Jefferson” at every 
court-house and cross-road, as the unsafest guides in the 
world; and if they should happen to be such lawyers as 
‘*rare Ben Jonson” describes, [ would warn the people to 
beware of them who 

* Give forked counsel: take provoking gold 

On either hand, and put it up, 

So wise, 80 grave, uf so per; lexed a tongue, 

And joud withal, that would not wag, nor scarce 

Lie still without a fee.”’ 

There may be one other class of Southern politicians 
who are worse constitutional advisers. They are those of 
more standing at the bar, and who are called great special 
pleaders—the true green-bag gentry—who know all the 
arts of filmg a declaration, or framing a demurrer—who 
can at once analyze in their minds all the dry maxims of 
the black letter and the lignum-vite terms of the law—who 
know how to inake thin distinctions, and can quibble on 
the point of a cambric needle. Such men I would counsel 
with upon a contingent remainder or executory devise; but 
they are not such men us I would select as my guides to 
expound the constitution on this floor, or to make them my 
archetypes as philosophical statesmen. Hair-split distine- 
tions prove, they think, superiur wisdom; and they will 
beautify them with rich diction and elegant manner, and 
leave you in a perfect paradise of ecstacy, figures, and 
flowers. Mr. Chairman, there are safer and better guides. 
Let those who wish to understand the constitution read the 
debates of the convention which framed that instrument— 
read the debates in the State conventions which adopted 
it—read the Federalist and Chief Justice Marshall’s deci- 
sions upon it: let him do this, and then he will dare to 
think for himself, and will know something about it. And 
in this reading he may learn that Mr. Jefferson was not in 
this country at the time of the formation of the constitu- 
tion, but was minister in France. As a politician, Mr. 
Jefferson was superior to Mr. Madison; as an expounder 
of the constitution, I regard hin as inferior. 
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| courage,” 
| ardice and rashness.’ 
| courage for any man to persist in wrong because his friends 
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Can any one doubt that, had Mr. Van Buren recom- 
mended the establishment of a United States Bank, char- 
tered with cautious and well guarded restraints, it would 
have been passed by this Congress, and that in less than 
six months every solvent bank would resume specie pay- 


| ments, and the overwhelming misery and distresses of the 
} . . 
| people would have changed into a brighter and more pros- 


perous aspect? [ do not doubt it. Had Mr. Van Buren 
said that he had been disappointed in the new experiment, 
as all of his friends had been; that it was the part of wis- 
dom now to adopt the old and well-tried policy of his pre- 
decessors, a poliey which had acted well: if then some of 
his friends here had opposed it, he could have held up the 
example of Madison, and been sustained by the nation. 
Madison’s name would have outweighed a host of modern 
politicians, When Mr. Madison stood alone in his vote 
in the last Virginia convention, agains: all the rest, an able 
American writer -aid that he would sooner have taken M1 

Madison to be right than all the rest put together. As 
much as I admired his wisdom, I could not say that much 

But Mr. Van Buren’s course has been called a firm one ; 
and a distinguished Senator now in my eye, [Mr. Wex- 
STER,]} said, in a speech which I heard with great pleasure, 
in another quarter of this Capitol, that after reading Mr. 
Van Buren’s message, and finding that he was really track- 
ing the fuotsteps of the late President, he would not charge 
him with a want of firmness. I differ with that distin- 
guished gentleman, and many others who have used the 
same language in this and the other end of the Capitol. 
I will not call it, at the same time, timidity, but I will call 
it rashness. The brave Roman who sent his gallant son 
at the head of an army, cautioned him as much against 
rashness as he did against cowardice. ‘*The mean of true 
said he, ‘*lies between the extremes of cow- 
> It is a proof of an absence of moral 


urge him to do so. Mr. Van Buren had an opportunity of 
showing moral fortitude in an eminent degree; for it does 
require no small degree of moral courage for a man to 
gently chide, softly to rebuke, a ruinous career of his 
friend. Had Mr. Van Buren said to his friends that he 
had believed in the experiment as they had done, but he 
and they had been disappointed ; it had overwhelmed the 
whole land in misery and distress ; his supporters as well 
as his opponents were beggared by it; that he felt it his 
duty to abandon the scheme which had so signally failed, 
and he had determined, for the good of the nation, to go 
back to the well-beaten path in which Washington and 
Madison, and all the other Presidents, trod—he might have 
lost here and there a friend, but he would have guined a 
hundred for one; he would have proved himself worthy of 
the office which he holds, proved himself of true and gen- 
erous courage, and would have then been placed by the 
side of the amiable and patriotic Madison. But what does 
he do? When the popular phrensy was highest against a 


| bank, Mr. Van Buren, in an evil hour, committed him 
| aa eg : ' 

| self against the bank, supposing the pet bank system would 
| succeed ; because General Jackson had sworn, in his wrath, 


that it should succeed. But failed —exploded—blowing up 
the Treasury as well as the banks; and the people were 
ruined. Mr. Van Buren was in a dilemma, and could 
not go for a United States bank, and preserve his consis- 
tency; and had magnanimity of feeling to confess error, 
repent, and ask forgivness of the thousands and tens o} 
thousands whom he had helped to ruin. What was he to 
do in this emergency, as Congress had been called in the 
panic of the moment! He was pledged to gv in the foot- 
steps of the late President, and there were no footsteps. 
Mr. Van Buren was at fault, sadly at fault. A fast runner 
was posted to the Hermitage, two letters are quickly writ- 
ten by General Jackson, published in the Globe, and thus 
footsteps are made where none were before. Never did Ti- 








1509 


Ocr. 


2, 1837.) 








berius reign with as much awful terror as when he retired 
from Rome and went to his gloomy and secluded hermi- 
tage, and sent his authoritative and bloody edicts to a sla- 
vish and affrighted Senate. 

One or two gentlemen have thrown out, during the dis- 
cussion on this bill, or the one which was acted on a few 
days ago, a delicate intimation that the expediency of the 
bank might be more clear to their minds if the constitution 
were altered so as to express distinctly that Congress should 
have power to establish a bank. Of such allusions I think 
as Lowndes did, in 1816, when he was requested by a 
member to move an amendment to the constitution to au- 
thorize Congress to establish a bank. Lowndes said that 
he had two objections to doing so : one was, that he thought 
such an amendment would not be adopted ; and the second 
was, that he thought the power already existed in the con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Chairman, | do not profess to be a constitutional 
lawyer. IT have read soine law, it is true, but have never 
practised in the courts. I have been admitted to practise 
in the court at the base of this Capitol, as a great many 
other unworthy lawyers have been admitted. 1 studied 
law in Virginia, under the most distinguished jurist of that 
State—a personal and political friend of Mr. Jefferson. I 
was taught to believe that it was the duty of a lawyer to 
respect the constitution and the laws; that the constitution 
had authorized courts armed with power to decide litigated 
questions ; that from the inferivr courts there was a right 
to appeal to the higher, and that the decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States was final; and its powers 
were broadly and cleaily wriiten in the constitution : that 
if the Supreine Court were to decide a question or principle, 
which did not suit the popular taste, the decision still was 
final; but the people had a remedy in two ways, pointed 
out by the constitution, by which Congress and the States 
should not alter the decision, but could alter the constitu- 
tion, as they have on sume occasions altered that instru- 
ment. ‘This was the doctrine which I was taught; this is 
the ductrine which all my reading and refiection have since 
confirmed, 

The Supreme Court has said that it will uot decide polit- 
ical questions; but that same court has twice said that the 
coustitutionality of the bank ,was a legal question, snd has 
twice decided it to be constitutional. The decisions of that 
court have, in every case, been acquiesced in by the people 
of the whole nation. General Washington, who presided 
over the convention which framed the constitution ; Mr. 
Madison, whe was most prominent in framing it; Alexan- 
der Hamilton, who, in intellect was second to no man in 
the nation; have given their sanction to a bank. 





OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 


Sub-Treasury Bill. 


Congress of 1791, which chartered the first United States | 


Bank, voted two to one in favor of it—ayes 39, noes 20. 


The greater portion of the meinbers of that Congress, who | 


were in the convention which framed the constitution, voted 
for it. 
ington, 


Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, J. Q. 


Every President has given it his sanction: Wash- | 


Adams, Jackson—for the latter, in one of his messages said | 


he would condescend to write a charter, if Congress would 
meanly ask him to do so: every President, save Martin 
Van Buren: and even he signed a memorial to have a 
branch established at Albany. ‘The man who would raise 
his voice against this overwhelming authority, | would res- 
pect more for his pertinacity and obduracy of opinion than 
fur his dispassionate judgment. 


We are told by metaphysicians that nothing is so diiicult | 


fo prove as self-evident propositions. And I regard the right 
of Congress to establish a bank as being so decidedly clear 
as to remove all necessity for other argument on that-subject. 

The President says that against a United States bank 
the sentiments of the people are ‘deliberately fixed.” How 
does he know that? Whiat spirit of divination does he pos- 


sess, to know whether the people alway 


think with him 


| of great things by small. 


The | 


He has changed against the pet bank system; he was for 
it three months ago; his message contains his palinodia. 
May not the people, who changed against the bank in hopes 
of bettering their condition, change for it now, to bring 
themselves where they were, rather than be beggared and 
miserable ? If they should be convinced that it will improve 
their present distressed situation, they will very quickly 
change. Self-interest is a powerful lever; and the Presi- 
dent and his friends, by their acts, have induced the people 
to look to it. The people will not ruin themselves because 
Mr. Van Buren has held out false hopes, false lights, by 
which they have been wrecked ; they will come back, and 
denounce and quit all crude experiments. 

But when the committee of New York merchants told 
Mr. Van Buren of the dreadful distress in that city, he did 
not believe it; he thought it all panic. The recent elec- 
tions ought to be a gentle warning. Butno.man is soblind 
as he who will not see; and I am half disposed to believe 
that some politicians do not yet know that the gold experi- 
ment has failed. 

The expediency of a bank presents a very different prop- 
osition. 

We can often, Mr. Chairman, look into the future by 
the lights of the past. And the past furnishes to my mind 
the most conclusive evidence that a United States bank is 
highly, almost indispensably, necessary to promote the 
rapid and uniform prosperity of the nation. Without 
money, no business can prosper ; and without a convertible 
currency, and a near uniformity of exchanges, the prosper- 
ity of all business is in a great degree paralyzed. Whilst 
the inequality of exchanges in a depreciated currency will 
secure wealth to the brokers and money exchangers, in the 
same degree will it diminish the profits of the farmer and 
the mechanic, of the merchant and the man of useful en- 
terprise. 

Whenever we have had a United States bank, we have 
had everywhere a convertible, redeemable currency, bv 
which the value of property could be clearly estimated ; 
whenever we have not had a bank of the United States, we 
have hud a stoppage of specie payments, distress, and in 

lividual ruin. If we are to judge of effects by causes, what 
can be more convincing and conclusive? When the Bank 
of the United States was in existence, exchanges from New 
Orleans to New York were never wore than one per cent.; 
often at par; and sometimes, from one city to the other, 
above par. There was then but a reasonable and useful 
number of State banks. 

How are the exchanges now! We can sometimes judge 
A friend sent me a hundred dol- 
lur note, a few days ago, on a bank in Florida, which he 
had been trying te pass off, but could not. I went to a 
broker, and he offered me seventy-five dollars in District 
paper for the hundred dollars on the Florida bank. I of- 
fered him the note for eighty-five dollars, and he refused it. 
I called on the delegate from Florida, to know whether the 
bank was good. He informed me that it was perfectly sol- 
vent, and as sound as any bank in the world; that its pa- 
per passed freely in Florida. ‘Then, a man who owes a 


| debt of seventy-five dollars in this city, who may reside iu 


Florida, will have to pay one hundred dollars in paper, 
which he takes at par at home, to liquidate bis liability in 
this city. Such is the discount, at but one-half of the ex- 
tent of our nation. If my mind had ever doubted on the 
subject of the expediency cf a United States bank, this sin- 


gle circumstance would lave removed every doubt. ‘The 
Government bas disconnected itself from the currency, andl 
all things are in confusion, and I fear will remain so until 


we have, what was appropriately called yesterday, by n 
eloquent friend from New York, {Mr. Horrmay,} tl 
ance wheel of a United States bank. I have travelled 
most in every part of the Union with United States Bank 
paper, ho did 


1 bul 
7 
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ind never met with an individual in my lifes 
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not prefer receiving it to specic. But the condition of our 
exchanges has been enlarged upon by several gentlemen, 
and with great force by the able member who preceded me; 
and I will not consume the time of the committee on that 
branch of the subject. 

I had intended to offer some considerations upon, first, 
the right of the Government to create and establish a good 
and sound currency for the people, and a safe and salutary 
mode of exchange ; and, secondly, the duty of the Federal 
Government to exercise that power: but I have been anti- 
cipated by the able member from Winchester, {Mr. Ma- 
8»8,] who made an argument upon this subject, clear and 
lucid; one which has been unanswered, because it is un- 
answerable. He showed the evils which would be inflict- 
ed on the people by establishing one currency for the Gov- 
ernment and another for the people. He proved the close 
affinity of both, and their relative duties and responsibili- 
ties. I will only ask, in addition, Mr. Chairman, that if 
the Government will not exercise any control over, and 
feel no obligation to regulate, the currency and the medium 
of exchanges, for what purpose was this federal alliance 
formed ? Why was it that the States gave up to the Gen- 
eral Government the whole control over commerce, if thai 
Government will not adopt means for carrying on that 
commerce with a currency uniform, or as nearly so as hu- 
man wisdom can devise ? Why have they made the sacii- 
fice of so large and surrender of so great a portion of their 
sovereignty, as to be denied the right to regulate commerce 
betwecn neighboring States and foreign nations, if the Gen- 
eral Government will take no step to promote this inter- 
change? What other consideration could they receive for 
this immense surrender of State sovereignty, but that the 
Government would extend its paternal care to effect a gooc 
currency and safe and easy exchanges? But the Presi- 
deut, with a profound ignorance of both the spirit and the 
intention of the constitution, has told us that the peeple 
might as well expect the Government to aid in the trans- 
portation of their merchandise, as to cause or establish a 
good system of exchanges. It is the first time that an 
American President has uttered such a sentiment of disre- 
gard to an injured people; and I trust that their indigna- 
tion will make it the last. If this is to be the established 
doctrine and policy of the Government, each State will, or 
might as well, stand in the relation of separate and distinct 
nations ; for each will bear the same relation to the other, 
so far as currency is concerned, as Canada does to the 
United States, or the different nations of Europe do to 
each other. And the quicker they reassume the power 
ever commerce, the better will it be for their interest and 
happiness. 


The King (or now the Queen) of England and the King 
of France send their messages or speeches to the Parlia- 
ment or the Chamber of Deputies, of about a span’s length, 


simply saying that the nation is at peace with the world, 


The miserable bunglers of the Executive, who have at- | 


tempted to regulate and improve the currency, have net 
vet discovered that they are totally ignorant of the subject, 
and have failed in their experiments; and even now feel 
disposed, like a bewildered pilot, to let the ship of State 
fleat at the mercy of the winds and the waves, in hopes 
of reaching a safe point which their pretended skill could 
hot attain, or leap into the long-buat, and desert the crew. 

The President, after writing us a long message contain- 
img many maxims of sound policy, many long sentences 
of sophisms, much plausibility, and more bad reasoning, 
finally hands us over, by way of recommendation, to his 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the details of his new 
schemes and untried experiment. I will use this occasion 
to express ny utter abhorrence of the long essays which 
are annually given by our Executive to the representatives 
of the people and the States. The Executive seems to 
think it bis duty to send us a long lecture upon our public 
duties, and assumes as much importance as if he were a 
professor lecturing a class of sophomores upon the princi- 
ples of philosophy, and schooling us in the line of our 
duty. 


, try and responsible to the laws. 


the King is thankful for the supplies granted, and that h: 
will take pleasure in carrying out such measures as the 
Parliament or Chambers may think proper to promote the 
interest of the nation. If either the King of England or 
the King of France were to threaten a veto, neither would 
hold his crown a month, if he would escape with his head. 
1 think it ought to be an impeachable offence for any ex- 
ecutive officer of Government to send a message or com- 
munication to Congress longer than a cvlumn of an ordi- 
nary newspaper, uuless, after that space, statistics and 
tabular exhibits should require more. 

The Secretary of the ‘Treasury has sent us a volume of 
cighty-eight large pages, laying off his subject, like the 
monster in grave history, into ‘‘seven heads and ten 
horns.” I have read it by candlelight and by daylight; 
and in groping through it for a clear idea, I could not find 
one! Now and then you will find a beggarly thought 
evshrouded in a whole mist and cloud of words. But his 
thoughts and ideas are like the arts of the cuttle-fish, 
which, naturalists inform us, when pursued, throws out, 
as quick as magic, a dark liquid which embarrasses ani 
bewilders its pursuers, whilst it escapes from pursuit amid 
its own self-created darkness. You pursue his thoughts, 
but in the pursuit you are leftin darkness. If the Secretary 
of the Treasury is a-man of delicate and refined feelings, [ 
would not have suffered the perturbation of mind which he 
must have endured, whilst he was thinking of and writing 
that report, for all the public money which he has handled 
for the last four years. I could never fully realize to my mind 
the description which Milton has given of one of his he- 
roes, who was confused and disappointed, until I read the 
Secretary of the Treasury’s report. Milton describes a 
personage who attempted a great reform—not, perhaps, in 
currency, but in civil government—(and in quoting Mil- 
ton I do not wish to interfere with the criticisms of my 
eloquent friend from New York, (Mr. Horrman,] and my 
no less able friend from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens, | 
who have rendered him, by their able review, of such 
questionable authority.) ‘This reformer was disappointed, 
as the Secretary has been, and was humbled from his high 
estate; and ‘nine times the space which measures day 
and night to mortal man,” he lay ‘* counfounded, though 
immortal.” And if that immortal personage could not re- 
cover his faculties for nine days, amidst the ruin around 
him, why should we be surprised that it should take Mr. 
Woodbury, who is only mortal, nine times nine days tu 
regain his, amid the distress and ruin which he has crea- 
ted? In good sooth, I have no doubt that he was con- 
founded whilst writing. Indeed, I am satisfied that he 
had not regained any of his faculties, save his ‘* modest 
assurance,” when he asked Congress to give him these 
powers, and to make him, according to his will and judg- 
ment, the sole receiver and disburser of the public mo- 
neys. 

And here, Mr. Chairman, I will claim the kind atten- 
tion of the committee whilst I say a few words in relation 
tv the Treasury Department, and the bill under con- 
sideration granting it additional (1 might say unlimited) 
powers. TI feel conscious, Mr. Chairman, that whatever | 
may say can have but fittle weight in this House or with 
the nation; but I should be happy if T could flatter mysclt 
that any thought which I may express would awaken re- 
flection im the mind of any member of this House, or avy 
citizen not a member. The day was, Mr. Chairman, 
when a public officer thought bimself an officer of the coun- 
Things have changed. 
Now, every officer, however important or insignificant, 
considers himself an executive officer, and responsible to 
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the Executive. This modern doctrine has obtained, and 
therefore [| must consider the bill in relation to modern 
usage and construction. Still, I will offer my protest 
against the construction. It might be more curious than 
profitable to account for this transition of custom and con- 
struction. Perhaps it may be found in the fact, that, as 
General Jackson had overwhelming popularity, and re- 
warded most liberally his partisan friends, each who felt 
anxious to be promoted thought that, by placing himself 
under the executive wing and will, he would sooner be re- 
warded for his servility ; and Congress, under the zeal of 
party feeling, thought that their friend and chief could not 
err—that the President ** could do no wrong’—and there- 
fore acquiesced. Whilst I kuow this to be the prevailing 
construction in this House and out of it, still I will venture, 
perhaps with temerity, to express my disagreement. 

The Secretary of the T'reasury is an officer not known 
in the constitution. Then, under the constitution he cau 
claim no powers. He has been created by law, and to 
that law he should look for not only his existence as an of- 
ficer of Government, but for the powers and duties which 
have been assigned to him. And he should look to all 
the laws (and not to the Executive) which assign him du- 
ties, for the quantity and discretion of duty which may be 
imposed upon him to discharge. He is not to look to the 
nominating power for his authority of action, but to the 
creating power. The law brings him into being, and the 
law alone rightfully prescribes his power of action. The 
Executive might have exercised the constitutional negative 
at the time of his creation; but it gave its sanction to the 
law, and in that sanction it yielded its acquiescence to all 
the powers of the Secretary of the Treasury which run 
with and are contained in the law of his creation, and to 
the subsequent laws which enlarge or restrain his sphere of 
duty. A question of great interest might here naturally 
arise, whether the powers granted by the constitution and 
those granted by the laws should be decided by a common 
rule of interpretation. I have not the time now, if I pos- 
sessed the ability, to make an argument upon the true rales 
of construction of both the constitution and the laws. I 
will content myself for the present by quoting a rule laid 
down by Mr. Madison, in a letter to Mr. Ingersoll, in 1831. 
**A constitution, (says Mr. Madison,) being derived from 
a superior authority, [to the laws,] is to be expounded and 
obeyed, not controlled or varied, by the subordinate au- 
thority of a legislature. A law, on the other hand, resting 
on no higher authority than that possessed by every suc- 
cessive legislature, its expediency as well as its meaning is 
within the scope of the latter.” If this rule is correct, the 
Secretary of the Treasury should direct his eye to Congress 
in the discharge of his officia! duties, and not make him- 
self, as he has made himself, or allowed himself to be made, 
the supple instrument in the executive hands. 

Those who urge that the President has entire control 
over the Secretary of the Treasury, because he has the 
power under the constitution to nominate to office, run in- 
to error; and, in order to make their construction more 
plausible, assume (what is not the fact) that the Secretary 
is a mere subordinate auxiliary officer of the Executive de- 
partment ; that the President is not only responsible for his 
vwn acts, but is responsible for the acts of all officers of 
Government whom he may nominate; and being responsi- 
ble, they maintain, for the acts of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, he has a right to control the actions of the Sec- 
retary, and to assuine, in the Secretary’s stead, the entire 
responsibility of the Secretary’s acts. The President, I 
humbly conceive, has the mere right to nominate (or he 
may suspend) a person to discharge the duties of the office 
of Secretary of the Treasury; the Senate, a co-ordinate 
branch of the Executive, guoad the appointing power, have 
a right to confirm or to reject the nominee. This gives no 
power to either to control the actions of the Secretary. But 
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it is the law that throws dignity and duties around the Sec- 
retary, and the law assigns his powers and his obligations. 
For the fidelity of discharging his duties, he becomes re- 
sponsible neither to the nominating nor the appointing 
power, but he becomes only responsible himself to the law ; 
and for an infraction of the law or malfeasance in office he 
is amenable to the law, and answerable before tribunals ad- 
equate to pronounce decision of acquittal or condemnation 
for all of his official acts. ‘The President may nominate— 
Congress can abolish. If the modern doctrine is correct, 
as has been assumed, that the right of the President to 
nominate to office carries with it a right to control the acts 
of a Secretary, then the President, who has legislative pow- 
er as well as executive duties to perform, (for no law can 
be passed without the signature of the President, ) can, by 
a parity of reasoning, not only interpret and control, and 
arrest the operation of the law which he has signed, (as has 
been done, ) but he can set the constitution at defiance, and 
find his justification, not in the sanctions of that instrument, 
or in the written law of the land, but by assuming the re- 
sponsibility of outraging both—seek his justification in 
making an appeal, not to the tribunals of the country, but 
to the American people, to countenance his attack upon the 
institutions of the country, upon the co-ordinate depart- 
ments of Government—for assuming sole executive and le- 
gislative power—and for arrogating uneontrolled power 
over the Secretary of the Treasury and the currency and 
money of the Government. When the representatives of 
the people of the several States framed the constitution, they 
assigned the President his duties, and required him, in the 
discharge of those official duties, to make his conduct quad- 
rate with that instrument; nowhere recognising his right 
to control a public officer in the discharge of his legal du- 
ties; nowhere recognising his right, in justification of an 
infraction of the constitution and the laws, to appeal to the 
people, in order to gain their syrmpathy or contempt, their 
forgiveness or their censure. Every usurper appeals to the 
people; Cesar appealed to the people; sv did Cromwell 
and Bonaparte ; all deceived the confidence of the people, 
and each trampled upon their liberties. A candidate for of- 
fice may appeal to the people—a public officer should ap- 
peal to the law; and if the law will not suit the people, they 
can order their representatives to alter it. Whether these 
views are correct or not, they are still the sentiments I en- 
tertain; and, holding them, I am free to give them utter- 
ance; for I believe this to be a time when every represent- 
ative of the people should think audibly. 

The law of September 11, 1798, entitled ‘* An act to 
establish the Treasury Department,” declares, in the first 
section, 

‘* That there shall be a Department of the Treasury, a 
Secretary of the Treasury, a Comptroller, an Auditor, a 
Treasurer, a Register,” &c. 

** Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Comptroller to su- 
perintend the adjustment and preservation of the public ac- 
counts ; to examine all accounts settled by the Auditor, 
and certify the balances arising thereon to the Register ; 
to countersign all warrants drawn by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, which shall be warranted by law; to report to 
the Secretary the official forms of all papers to be issued 
in the different offices for collecting the public revenuc, 
aud the manner and form of keeping and stating the ac- 
counts of the several persons employed therein. He shall, 
moreover, provide for the regular and punctual payment of 
all moneys which may be collected,” &e. 

** Sec. 4. That it shall be the duty of the J'reasurer to 
receive and keep the moneys of the United States, and to 
disburse the same upon warrants drawn by the Seeretary 
of the Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller, record- 
ed by the Register, and not otherwise. He shall take re- 
ceipts for all moneys paid by him, and all receipts for mon- 
eys received by him shall be endorsed upon warrants signed 
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by the Secretary of the Treasury ; without which warrant, 
so signed, no acknowledgment of money received into 
the public Treasury shall be valid. And the said ‘Treas- 
urer shall render his account to the Comptroller quarterly, 
(or oftener, if required, ) and shall transmit a copy thereof, 
when settled, to the Secretary of the Treasury. He shall, 
moreover, on the third day of every session of Congress, 
lay before the Senate and House of Representatives fair 
and accurate copies of all accounts by him, from time to 
time, rendered to and settled with the Comptroller, as 
aforesaid; as also a true and perfect account of the state 
of the Treasury. He shall at all times submit to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury and the Comptroller, or either of 
them, the inspection of the moneys in his hands; and 
shall, prior to the entering upon the duties of his office, 
give bond, with sufficient security, to be approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury and Comptroller, in the sum of 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, payable to the 
United States, with condition for the faithful performance 
ot the duties of his office, and for the fidelity of the per- 
sons to be by him employed; which bond shall be lodged 
in the office of the Comptroller of the ‘Treasury of the 
United States.” 

Section 5 assigns the duties of the Auditor. 

Section 6, of the Register. 














































































tuted by this act shall, directly or indirectly, be concerned 
or interested in carrying on the business of trade or com- 
merce ; or be owner, in whole or in part, of any sea ves- 
sel; or purchase, by himself, or another in trust for him, 
any public lands or other public property ; or be concern- 
ed in the purchase or disposal of any public securities of 
any State or of the United States; or take or apply to his 
own use any emolument or gain for negotiating or trans- 
actiug any business with the said Department, other than 
shall be allowed by law. And if any person shall offend 
against any of the prohibitions of this act, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor, and for- 
feit to the United States the penalty of three thousand dol- 
lars; and shall, upow conviction, be removed from office, 
aud forever thereafter be incapable of holding any office 
under the United States,” &c. 

In 1817, March 3, four Auditors were created, and one 
Comptroller, additional ; but the restraints upon each officer 
are as great as in the law of 1798. 

I cannot, Mr. Chairman, but pause here for a moment 
to admire the great wisdom and foresight of the wise 
framers of these statutes in guarding the public moueys 
of the people, by the variety of officers which they have 
created to be guards and checks upon each other. They 
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resist the seductive influence of temptation. By these 
statutes, we find that even the Secretary of the Treasury 


liad as little control over it as any other officer of the Go- 
verniment. 


be perceived that the same law which created the Secretary 
of the ‘l'reasury, created co-ordinate, and [ maintain co- 
equal, officers of that Department, who are as independ- 
ent of the Secretary of the Treasury as they are independ- 
ent of the Secretary of War; who are 
the President as they are independent of each other. 
are not to look to any power but the law, and that they 
are to ‘ The Treasurer is required to give a large 
bond. ‘l‘o whom? to the Secretary of the Treasury ? No, 
sir, to the nation. Then he is responsible to the nation, 
and not to the Secretary. The co ordinate ofiicers, the 
Comptrollers, the Auditors, the ‘Treasurer, and the Regis- 
ter, hold no responsibility to the Secretary ; Congress have 


obev. 


the Secretary of the Treasury: and T fondly hope that 


=a 


appointed them guards upon the public money and upon | 





knew the frailty of human nature, and its impotency to | 





they will so regard themselves. Rumor has reached my 
ear, upon the wings of the wind, that some officers have 
been considered too honestly faithful to the law, and woulil 
not bend to advice from a particular direction. It will be 
understood where I wish it to be, when I say to them, he 
firm and faithful to the law and your duty. I will say to 
those officers in Washington and out of it, whether I know 
them or not, whether they are Conservatives, Whigs, or 
Van Buren men, as long as they are faithful to the laws, 
and firmly resolved to do their duty, I beg them to consider 
me as their friend. Let them do their duty to the people 
and the laws, and, if persecution should assail them, I car 
not how dark the cloud, how fearful the storm, as long as 
I have « place on this floor I will raise my humble voice 
in their defence. 

But, to examine for a moment the bill on your table. 
What does the Committee of Ways and Means propose | 
that bill? In a bill of ten little sections, to blot out from 
your statute book all the many laws which created, regu- 
lated, restricted, and restrained the Secretary of the ‘Trea 
sury; and to destroy the enactments of our forefathers, 
which so cautiously guarded the public moneys of the 
people. To destroy the power, or to surrender it, of thc 
Congress of the United States over the revenues of the na 


| tion, and to place it all in the hands and under the control 
** Sec. 8. That no person appointed to any office insti- | 


of the Secretary of the Treasury. ‘This is not all; the bill 
proposes more: it proposes to give to the Secretary, singly 
and alone, not only power over the money of the nation, 
but it also invests him with legislative powers. It pro 
poses, in the very first section, after saying that ‘¢ the col- 
lectors of the customs,” ‘* postmasters,” &c., shall be 
‘*receivers” and ‘* fiscal agents,’’ that they shall be gov- 
erned **by any regulation of the Treasury Departinent”’ 
‘« which, in its wisdom, it may think necessary,” &c. In 
the fourth section, after saying that the receiving officers of 
the revenues **may be allowed any necessary additional 
expenses for clerks, fire-proof chests or vaults, (as if the 
keeper of the key of a vault could not have the same reais 
access to it as he would have to his own private bureau, ) 
or other necessary expenses of safe-keeping, transterring 
and disbursing said moneys; all such expenses, of every 
character, to be first expressly authorized by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, whose direction upon all the above sub- 
jects, by way of regulation and otherwise, are to be strict!) 
followed by all the said officers.” 

In the fifth section, he has the power ‘to appoint spe 
cial agents, as occasion may require, with such reasonable 
compensation as he may allow; ‘‘ and reports are to be 
made in all cases, as the Secretary in his discretion shall 
direct.” 

I ask any candid mind if it is in the power of languag: 


, to give more absolute and unqualified power over th 
| money of the nation, and over every officer whv is to re- 


could not touch one dollar of the public money ; that he | 


ceive or pay it, than is given by this bill to the Secretar, 
of the Treasury? Can such a measure ever receive the 


| sanction of a majority of the representatives of freeinen ! 


By the extracts of the statutes which I have read, it will | 


as independent of 
They | 


That such a bill should be received in this House, without 
exciting the strongest feelings of indignation, surprises inc. 
That this House should patiently allow any committee to 
ask them, without prompt resentment, to surrender thei 
rights, and the rights of those whom they represent, into 
the hands of one single individual, excites my distrust for 
the spirit of its independence. Even the slavish members 


| of a Turkish divan would rebel against such a measure. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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If the representatives of the people abandon their interes‘ 
on this floor, I have greatly mistaken the genius and cliar- 
acter of my countrymen, if they will not quickly abandon 
them. I use this language in no spirit of censure or threat, 
but in prophecy. 

We have wandered beyond our reckoning ; we have been 
floating in an unknown sea! and our pilots are ignorant of 
the seas, the winds, and the stars. ‘This they have proved ; 
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but still they call om us to trust to them, although they 
have run us aground; they promise to run on another 
tack, and say they can escape the reefs and breakers. 
They are in a fog, but are still determined to rush reck- 
lessly on, inatead of using the anchor, and ran the ship of 
state they know not where. 

It is a good, a safe maxim with the merchants—I hope 
and trust it will become the maxim of the farmers and the 
mechanics—never to trast those twice, who have deceived | 
them once. I was in the panic session of the twenty- 
third Congress, one of the youngest (I know the humblest) 
members on this floor. When the rash, now all know the 
ruinous, experiment was proposed, almost the entire Ex- | 
ecutive party predicted that it was the commencement of a | 
golden era—that every mechanic would have all his pockets 
filled with gold. I might read extracts from fifty speeches | 
to prove this assertion, if it were necessary. 1 could read | 
extracts from fifty speeches, made by the opponents of that | 
measure, to prove that they predicted ull the dire effects 
which the whole nation are now groaning under, if that 
visionary scheme should be adopted. 

What were then promises on the one side have proved 
as deceptive as what was then prediction on the other is 
now sad reality. If the half-starved children, and the hag- 
gard looks of their miserable mothers and agonized fathers, 
which we all have left behind us in our districts, be not 
sufficient proof of the fact, it is to be found in the evidence 
of the fact that the President has convoked us at this un- 
seasonable and unusual period. When I saw then around 
me the grave and experience, the learned and practical 
men, discussing the whole policy of our currency and our 
Government, I felt too distrustful of my ability, though | 
confident in my judgment, to participate in that debate. 
But when I have seen that experiment fail, and the same 
men who urged it press upon us another—an experiment 
which I believe will make the rich poor and the poor miser- 
able—I am unwilling to be a silent voter ; and, however limi- 
ted my range of thought and ability, [ am still resolved to 
speak the inmost feelings of my mind, if this speech were 
to be my last; for diffidence in this crisis I do not regard a | 
virtue. 

What is the character of our currency now? what is the 
character of our exchanges? what, let me ask you, is the 
condition of our people? Miserable beyond description or 
parallel. What were the people promised, if they would 
go against the United Siates Bank, and go for the humbug 
experiment? They were promised all that the imagination 
could threw out to eager hope. ‘The farmer was told that 
the Bank of the United States checked his energies and 
caused a failure in his wheat crops; the mechanic was told 
that he would never be a rich man as long as there was a 
United States Bank ; the merchant was tuld that exchanges | 
would be improved if he would but aid in destroying the 
monster; the professional man was led to believe that he | 

| 





would never have a patient, or a client, or a marital rite to 
perforin, if he did not join in a ery against Nick Biddle 
andthe bank. All were promised, and too many believed, | 
that if they would war against the monster bank the whole | 
land would flow in gold and silver ; that the imagination of | 
the travelling Spaniard through South Ameriva would be 
changed from conceit to vivid and tangible reality ; that the 
houses would be covered with gold and silver; that the 
trees would bear ambrosial fruits of vegetable gold; that the 
whole nation would be an E] Dorado and a specie paradise ; 
that all might voluptuously live without working, and be 
rich without industry. This picture was delightful to the 
imagination, and it required the sternest philosophy to re- 
sist its captivating influence. For who, Mr. Chairman, 
would labor for wealth, if he can gain it by idleness ? 

The people were promised the same national and indi- 
vidual blessings which a notorious reformer in England 
once promised his fullowers and believers. He said : 
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‘*There shall be, in England, seven half-penny loaves 
sold for a penny; the three-hooped pot shall have ten 
hoops; and I will make it felony to drink small beer; all 
the realm shall be in common.” 

** Away, burn all the records of the realm.” 

The last part of this promise is the first which has been 
kept. ‘The constitution enjoins upon each House of Con- 
gress to keep u journal of records. The Senate have ex- 
punged their record. I would to Heaven, for the honor 
and fame of the nation, that, after expunging, they had 
burnt the record, so that the infamy of the act might have 
been consumed with the record ! 

Sir, you have falsified all your predictions and your 
promises to the people, and still you have the temerity to 
ask them to go with you in another crude and untried ex- 
periment, which shows upon its face a delusive hope and 
a ruinous consequence. Sir, you claim to be the poor 
man’s only friend, and you have bronght the poor man to 
poverty and ruin. 

You are consulting your own ambitious aggrandizement 
at the expense of the misery and suffering of the peuple. 
With consciousness of error, you still persist in wrong. 


| You first induced the people to wage with you a war upon 


the United States Bank, and promised them better things 
and more prosperous times; you have not realized the 
hopes you awakened. You now tell the people to wage a 
war against all banks—and the very pets upon which you 
relied as your instruments to effect a better currency. 
Yes, sir, you have done all this; and now, by your Ex- 
ecutive’s recommendation, you wish to create a universal 
bankrupt law. The honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee of the Judiciary has, creditably to himself, and—I re- 
turn him my acknowledgments—to the committee, in- 
formed you that he is not prepared at this time and at this 
session to obey the executive will in that request. Yet 
the Senate’s committee have reported a bill to annihilate 
the banks of this District—a step, I suppose, preparatory 


| to a general bankrupt law. 


{Here Mr. Jounson was informed by a voice from be- 
hind him that the chairman of the committee of the Sen- 
ate [Mr. Grunpy} had asked leave that morning in the 
Senate to be relieved from the consideration of the execu- 
tive request, to establish a general bankrupt law against 
the banks. } 

Mr. J. said, I return my thanks to the voice which I 
hear, and to the honorable member from whom it proceed- 
ed, for the information which he has given me; I was not 
apprized of it before. 1 regard it as an omen of better 


_ things; I congratulate this House, I congratulate the 


country, upon the fact, that, as pliant as the Senate have 
been, they have not been so reckless of the public interest 
as to go with the Executive in all its mad and violent pro- 
jects. I have now, for almost the first time, some hope 
that there is a redeeming spirit in this House, to check 
and oppose some of the crude and ruinous measures of the 
Executive ; and I feel animated with fresh and enlivening 
sentiments. But, sir, to resume the entangled thread of 
my discourse. 

You found it popular with the public taste to go against 
the United States Bank. But, remember, when you got 
the people tov go with you, you promised a better curren- 
cy, and a better systein of exchanges; you promised them 
gold for bank notes, and prosperity in their business for 
what you called bank oppression. ‘The scheme took well 
on the start, but failed in those results; and now, because 
you deceived the people once, yoy would fain believe that 
you can make them think that it is now the State banks— 
your pets—that have caused all this misery and suffering. 
You are really, now, attempting a bold experiment on 
human credulity. Sir, you seem to revel instead of sym- 
pathizing in the distresses of human beings: you first de- 
ceive, and hope to make atonement by misleading. You 
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think, because you got popular feeling against the United 
States Bank, you can now direct it against State banks, 
against all banks. If that fails, then to direct it against 
all rich men, and adopt the levelling, the agrarian system. 

Sir, when I read, in my early youth, Rochefoucault’s 
maxims, one (although he seemed to ‘understand the 
human heart as though he had made it”) I marked with 
my pencil at the time, as wrong and impossible—the max- 
im where he says ‘‘that there is something in the dis- 
tresses of our friends which does not displease us.” Al- 
though I read Dean Swift’s approval of it, who was well 
read in the secret impulses of human action, still I doubt- 
ed. He describes ut better in verse— 


“ As Rochefoucault his maxims drew 
From nature, I believe them true ; 
This maxim, more than all the rest, 
Too base ’tis thought for human breast 
That, in the distresses of our friends, 
We ¥ rited consult our private ends ; 
And nature, kindly bent to ease us, 
Points out some circumstance to pleasz us. 


Sir, I begin to doubt, and am almost inclined to believe, 
that, in the unsophisticated thoughts of less experienced 
life, I was wrong—when I have seen and witnessed the 
great excitement which was brought to bear in the public 
mind against the late Bank of the United States, how 
completely politicians succeeded in elevating themselves, 
by destroying that institution ; although, in its destruction, 
their friends, as well as their opponents, were whelmed in 
the same common distress and ruin. Whether some of 
these same politicians have not looked on the general ruin 
and misery with complacency, and at least consoled them- 
selves that, as the first experiment acted politically (if not 
financially) well, they could now turn the indignation of 
the people from themselves against the State banks; and if 


that should result as the first experiment has terminated, | 


and the people should still suffer distress, that they would 
say to them, to complete the glorious reform in our cur- 
vency and money affairs, the people must go one step fur- 
ther, and it will be but one step, and direct their indigna- 
tion against every rich man; and that there is no freedom 
where there is not an equal distribution of property; that, 
to be free, we must have the agrarian locofoco feeling to 
triumph ; that— 
* All the realm shall be in common.”’ 

Sir, every feeling of my nature startles at such a mon- 
strous doctrine. The doctrine is avowed by few, but many 
are acting in the way to cause such a result. It will fail, 
I predict. I know it will fail. ‘There is too much honor 
and integrity in the composition of the American character 
ever to allow such a doctrine to prevail. There is too 
much honesty and worth with the unaspiring portion of 
our farmers and mechanics to suffer such sentiments to ob- 
tain a place in any honest bosom. I believe that one-half 
of those politicians who talk so much abvut the poor, are 
their worst enemies; J judge so, because their measures 
are not calculated to aid, but to oppress, the indigent. 
Professions of patriotism have become trite and stale. I 
judge, and would urge the whole nation to judge, of pub- 
lic men, not by their professions, but by their acts; it is 
the safest test. ‘I'he pinching distresses of the people will 
force them to adopt it. You have touched the most sen- 
sitive nerve in the American system. You have touched 
the pocket nerve, and it communicates directly to the think- 
ing faculties of the mind. ‘* Of all rebellions,” said Lord 
Bacon, ‘‘ those of the belly are the worst.” 

The attempt to draw a distinction between the rich and 
the poor, which is so often hinted at in the message, is delu- 
sive, because it is false. The President alludes to the 
people and to the poor to gain their favor, but recommends 
nothing to relieve their embarrassments. If he turns his 
eye at all to the sufferings of the people, it is a mere side- 
long look that falls upon them 

** As cold as the moonbeam on the barren heath.” 
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He will not carry their produce to market, or think about 
their exchanges. The Emperor of China ploughs a fur- 
row every year in respect to agriculture. The President 
might have written one line in his message in favor of that 
interest. And yet politicians talk about the poor—the 
laboring men—the very men who have suffered the most 
by their pretended friendship. 

We hear the terms of ‘* the poor’’ and ‘¢ the aristocrats” 
used in every public place and in every public document. 
These epithets are unjust when applied tothe people. We 
have no such distinctive classes; and those politicians, 
who denounce the honest man who has made a competent 
fortune by honest industry and frugality as an aristocrat, 
are themselves the worst sort of aristocrats, 

As General Foy, in the French Chamber of Deputies, 
was enlarging with much earnestness in a discussion in 
the Chamber, and had just used the word ‘ aristocracy,” 
a voice from one of the ministers asked him to define it. 
** Aristocracy,” he replied at once, and quickly—‘* Aris- 
tocracy, in the nineteenth century, is the league, the con- 
lition, of those who wish to consume without producing, 
live without working, occupy all public places without 
being competent to fill them, seize upon all honors with- 
out meriting them: that is aristocracy.” 

This I regard as a true and practical definition of the 
word. Itis as just as it was happy. ‘l'here is no such 
class in this country as the poor, if you will exclude the 
tenants of the alms-houses. Every man in this country, 
who works at daily labor, gains wealth enough to secure 
him all the comforts of life, and many of its luxuries ; is 
well fed and well clothed ; and has, at the end of the year, 
spare money and feels properly as proud and as indepeni- 
ent 9s any man in the nation. He knows that whilst le 
is one of the people, he is part of the Government ; that 
his voice is felt and obeyed as much as if he had millions 
He knows that, whilst he has to labor hard, the laws wi!! 
protect him in his rights, and in the possession of the re- 
wards of his industry. 

The laws of our country, of every State in the Union, 
prevent a large accumulation of wealth in the hands of the 
few. ‘The accumulation of one generation is divided with 
the descendants in the next. All that is wanted to acquire 
wealth is stability in wise laws to regulate the currency. 
Repeated fluctuations and changes, such as our rulers have 
produced, cause want of confidence, and finally distress. 
Confidence causes credit; and a system of credit, when 
controlled within cautious limits, adds to individual enter 
prise, which augments the wealth of the nation. Credit 
is the poor man’s capital; and by it, in a moral point of 
view, the nation is benefited ; for every individual is more 
anxious to preserve the rectitude of his integrity and 
honesty, when he knows, that by doing so, it may advance 
his wealth and prosperity. The rich man of last year is 
the poor man this; and the poor man this, is the rich man 
next year; so the changes go round the circle, from year 
to year, from generation to generation. From some 
knowledge of the people of the United States, I do not hesi- 
tate to give it as my opinion, that, of the many who pos- 
sess great wealth, a larger number of them have started from 
humble means, and have been the architects of their own 
fortunes, than those who have derived it from patrimonial 
inheritance. 

By the Jaws of descent of the States, it is impossible 
that any family or class of individuals ever can accumulate 
so much wealth as to be enabled to oppress any portion of 
the people. Public functionaries that are wise should be 
cautious in awakening prejudices against any class in the 
community, when the interests of all are so naturally de- 
pendent upon each other, and are knit together like the 
woof of the spider’s web, so that whatever touches or de- 
ranges a part must be felt at the most remote and attenu- 
ated extremities. They should hold out, by establishing 4 
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safe and convertible currency and wise regulations of law, 
inducements and facilities to the needy industrious to ac- | 
cumulate property ; and, in this way, to give a stimulus to | 
industry ; for it is not by the amount of specie which may | 
be in a nation that you alone are to judge of its prosperity 
and its wealth—a better criterion is its productive industry. 
A man who acquires property accumulates wealth; and 
when he has done this, he can soon convert it into money. | 
The man who has but a thousand dollars, will find that at | 
six per cent. it would support him with the necessaries of 
life for a month; but, if he were to expend it in Govern. | 
ment lands at a dollar and a quarter an acre, and apply his | 

| 

| 

| 


} 
| 
| 
} 


labor upon those lands, the production would not only 
support him and his family, but the surplus of his produc- 
tions would enable him annually to increase his wealth. 
But he must have either the capital in money, or the capi- 
tal gained by his credit; for if there is neither capital nor 
credit in the country, to allow him to establish himself, he 
must be forever poor and miserable. ‘Then I maintain 
that, to promote the prosperity of the poor, you must sup- 
ply them with the facilities of acquiring either capital or 
credit, or rather of both. And this brings me to an im- 
portant part of our inquiries and our duties: Whether a 
nation can prosper without a sound and abundant convert- 
ible circulating medium? whether gold and silver alone 
will be sufficient to promote that prosperity ? and whether 
the poor would be benefited by the destruction of all bank- 
ing institutions? Not having had time to arrange a regu- 
lar and systematized argument, I will offer a few consider- 
ations in relation to these several propositions, without 
speaking of each separately, and care but little in what | 
order [ may take them up, and speak of each in con- 
junction. No member on this floor has said that there 
is more than eighty millions of dollarsin this country in 
gold and silver. The easiest way of arguing this question 
is by the Yankee mode of asking a question, ‘That ques- 
tion is, how will the people be enabled to pay off all their 
debts, which amount to many thousand millions, with only 
eighty millions of specie, if you force by your policy bank 
paper from circulation? For the constitution authorizes 
every creditor to exact specie, (if he is unfeeling enough 
to do so,) as your law authorizes the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to exact specic, when the banks cease to redeem 
their paper. ' 

We can form some idea of the amount of debts which 
are owed by the people, from the President’s message. He 
says: ‘*At the commencement of the year 1834, the 
banking capital of the United States, including that of the 
national bank then existing, amounted to about two hun- 
dred millions of dollars ; the bank notes then in circulation 
to about ninety-five millions; and the loans and discounts 
of the banks to three hundred and twenty-four millions. 
Between that time and the first of January, 1836, being 
the latest period to which accurate accounts have been re- 
ceived, our banking capital was increased to more than two | 
hundred and forty-one millions; their paper circulation to 
more than one hundred and forty millions ; and the loans 
and discounts to more than four hundred and forty-seven | 
inillions. ‘I’o this vast increase are to be added the many 
millions of credit,’ &c. ‘Then, according to the Presi- 
dent’s own showing, the people owe the banks nearly eight | 
hundred millions of dollars, to say nothing of the immense | 
amount which is owing between merchant and dealer, be- 
tween farmer and mechanic; and I should not be exorbi- 


| 
tant, if 1 were to say it amounts to at least ten times that | 
sum. ‘Then, suppose you would carry out your hard 
money experiment ; what would it lead to? The Govern- 
ment exacts its dues in gold and silver, and requires the 
deposite banks and the people to pay it in gold and silver; 
the banks which have made loans, as all have, call on the 
importing merchants to pay them in gold and silver; the 
importing merchant calls on the retailing merchant to pay 
Vor. XIV.—95 


him in gold and silver; the interior merchant calls on the 


farmer, and the farmer calls on the mechanic. Cannot all 
see the impossibility of paying more than ten hundred mil- 
lions of debts with eighty millions of gold and silver? 


| There is not gold enough in the world to pay the debts of 


the people of this nation. But suppose, purblindly, you 


| press on with your schemes: I ask any member on this 
| flour, if any of his constituents were to owe a debt, say 


one thousand dollars, and be possessed of property to the 
amount of ten thousand dollars, if it would not require the 
whole property he possessed, if it were to become a general 
policy to pay in gold and silver, to sell for one thousand 
dollars. So far from this policy having the tendency to 
benefit the poor, it will, in its results, if it be not arrested, 
make the rich poor; and the poor man, who is forced to 
pay all his debts in gold and silver, will find himself beg- 
gared, if not incarcerated in the jail of his county. That 
is the paradise of suffering and misery, which such a mea- 
sure will lead him to; and if he follows such counsellors 


| as we have had for the last three years, he should prepare 


his mind and body to endure penury and suffering. ‘It 
is in those countries,” says an able writer, ‘* oily, where 
labor is well rewarded, and where the mass of the people 
are placed in a situation to accumulate wealth, that they 
acquire a stake in the hedge, and are, in consequence, 
made to feel a direct personal interest in the support of all 
those great fundamental principles essential to the existence 
of society; which they otherwise regard either with indif- 
ference or,aversion, and which the slightest provocation is 
sufficient to induce them to attack.” 

But those statesmen, who ride in their English carriages 
with white servants in livery, who all feed upon the pub- 
lic crib, say that the people are too voluptuous, thev have 
too many luxuries, that they are too extravagant, and 
that their rulers are determined to bring them down to pri- 
meval simplicity ; that they must be brought down to the 
economy of the pastoral ages, and republican simplicity, 
which we read of in books of olden times; to the hard- 
money days of Lycurgus, when a man was regarded a pa- 
triot, if he not only would covet, but if he would steal his 
neighbor’s property, without being detected in the theft— 
when their bread was made of acorns, and the skins of 
wild beasts furnished them with raiment. Or are we to 
be brought down to later days, the days when cocoa 
seeds were received in part of South America for a curren- 
cy? That had more plausibility about it, fur the holder 
of that currency could convert it into an article of food, 
which was no small improvement upon Lycurgus’s system. 

Example has more effect than precept; and he who 
wishes to reform society must first reform himself; and if 
the President and his Secretary would start the fashion, 
they might advise with better hope of success. Let the 


| President dress himself in sackcloth, and his Secretary in 
| the skins of wild beasts, or borrow a dress from Keokuck 


or Black Hawk, who are now in the city, and start eut as 
missionaries to proselyte the people, and they will soon 
find how many converts they will make. The first dis- 
trict which they would enter would be the district which 
IT have the honor to represent on this floor. Let them ap- 
proach some settlement of industrious Friends, or German 


| farmers—the former they would first reach in about ten 


miles from this place. ‘The President would enlarge upon 


| the advantages of his new system, and finally hand the 
| listening crowd over to bis faithful squire, who would 


show, by statistics, what would be saved to the nation, it 
no luxuries were imported from abroad, and how much 
less their merchants’ and tailors’ bills would be if they 
adopted his attire—to banish broadcloth coats aud merino 
shawls. We can well ‘conjecture, Mr. Chairman, that 
the women, if they said nothing, would look inexpressible 
things. And I can imagine some such man as Roger 


Brook, a resident of Montgomery, who is a man of reads 
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ing ‘ell a wit, readying to the President, and saying that 
his costume and the Secretary’s were unique and peculiar ; 
that he belonged to a society that but seldom changed good 
habits; that he liked to read of such attire in the Bible, 
but could not say that he was at that moment prepared to 
adopt it. Although they are remarkable for treating both 
invited and str:nger guests with great hospitality, he 
would play off Van Burenism upon Van himself; and say 
to him, as a delinquent debtor once said to a dunning 
creditor, friend, call next week, and then I will 
tell you when you can call again. 

But we have had some of these currencies in our own 
country, or something very much like them. In the dem- 
ocratic simplicity of the trappers of the Rocky Mountains 
at this time, they use pelt instead of bank notes, and pay 
their debts in the skins of beavers, otter, or racoons. 
Before the purchase of Louisiana, and until 1804, deer 
skins were a legal tender, by the laws of all Upper Louisi- 
ana, at forty cents a pound. Our forefathers, in their re- 
publican simplicity, made fish oil, cotton, and tobacco, a 
legal tender; and you cannot now open an old statute 
book, of either Virginia or Maryland, that has not tobacco 
so often written in il, that it almost smells of the indigenous 
weed. In Maryland, by the law of 1732, tobacco was 
made a legal tender at a penny a pound, and Indian corn 
at twenty pence a bushel. Whilst in Virginia, in 1618, 
tobacco was made a legal tender at 3s. per pound; and, 
in 1620, the ** young” and beautiful ‘* women who were 
shipped by the Virginia Company in E ngland to that col- 
ony to be married to the residents, the price on each was 
a hundred pounds of tobacco, though, when the article 
was scarce, as much as a hundred and fifty pounds was 
paid.” 

‘ This kind of currency is very elegantly described in the 
sixteenth number of Salmagundi, where it represents that 
‘*the lady of a Southern planter will lay out the whole 
annual produce of a rice plantation in silver and in gold 
muslins, lace veils, and new liveries; carry a hogshead of 
c: 4 tobacco on her head, and trail a bale of sea island cotton 
at her heels; while a lady of Boston or Salem will w rap 
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tie on her hat with a quintal of codfish!” I do not believe 
that any of my constituents wish to go back to the tobac- 
co experiment of their ancestors; many of them raise most 
excellent tobacco, and some like to exhilarate their senses 
with it; 
dues paid in it; they would prefer the miserable currency 
which you have now afflicted them with. I know by how 
frail a tenure I hold the attention of the committee; but, 
as it has favored me with its attention, Iam emboldened 
to proceed a little further, and will attempt to illustrate the 
positions loosely thrown out in my remarks—the necessity 
of the Government to establish, by wise regulations, a cur- 
rency for the people ; and the absolute impossibility of the 
advance of this nation in its usual and rapid strides to 
wealth, to greatness, aud to power, without an abundant 
and good currency. I will not go into a discu 
economists do, 
out whether 


who write long 


gold 


and labored books, to find 
and silver is properly money or not; 


sold as any other production of labor; 


precious metals. 
who have a taste for them. 


the best I can for the future. 


ics may suit the man of recondite lore, but practical utility, 
I think, will best suit an American legislator 


whether it is a merchantable commodity, and ought to be 
whether bank pa- 
per is a good and safe representative of value, or whether 
it may be worn out and more quickly consumed than the | 
I will leave these discussions to those 
Iam in the Congress of the 
United States, and feel that it is my duty to act upon cir- 
cumstances around me ; to look at the past, and try to do 
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1 will take the liberty pm reading an extract or two from 
a little volume I hold in my hand. It is about half the 
size of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and con- 
tains, in my poor judgment, more sound maxims of use- 
fulness to the laboring class than all the messages and re- 
ports, and speeches too, which have been written by the 
Presidents and Secretaries, and their friends, for the last 
four years. I am sorry to discover that it is not to be found 
in any of the libraries in this Capitol; and, whilst I am 
making a miscellaneous speech, I will use this occasion tu 
say that I am sorry for the American taste, that they buy 
up every large volume of romance that is published, whilst 
pamphlets of solid information are neglected. In England 
it is different; nothing is quicker bought and read there 
than political essays and statistical tracts. We have not 
a taste for statistics, and nothing is more important for a 
The volume which I will read from is on 


| that was sent to me by a travelled friend from Edinburgh. 


It was written by J. R. McCullough, and is entitled ** An 
Essay on the Circumstances which determine the Rate ot 
Wages, and the Condition of the Laboring classes.” The 
first section is headed ** Rate of wages in any given coun- 
try at any particular period, determined on the magnitude 
of the fund or capital appropriated to the payment of wages, 
compared with the number of laborers.” He says: **T he 
capital of a country consists of all that portion of produce 


| of industry existing in it which can be made directly avail- 


| facilitating of production. 


| sumption of the laborer. 


PS herself up in the nett proceeds of a cargo of whale oil, and | 


but none, I believe, are anxious to have their 


able, either to the support of human existence, or to the 
But the portion of capital to 
which it is now necessary to advert, consists of the food, 
clothes, and other articies required for the use and con 
This portion forms the fund out 
of which their wages must be wholly paid. We shall en 
if we suppose that the capital of a country depends on ad- 
vantageousness of situation, richness of soil, or extent of 
territory. These, undoubtedly, are circumstances of very 
great importance, and must have a powerful influence in 
determining the rate at which a people advance in the ca- 
reer of wealth and civilization. But it is obviously not 
on these circumstances, but on the actual amount of the 
accumulated produce of previous labor, or of capital devoted 
to the payment of wages, in the possession of a country, 
at any given perjod, that its power of supporting and em 
ploying laborers must entirely depend. A fertile soil 
fords the means of rapidly increasing capital; but that is 
not all. Before that soil can be cultivated, capital must be 
provided for the support of the laborers employed upon it, 
just as it must be by providing for the support of those en- 


| gaged in manufactures, or in any other department of in 


ssion of 
metaphysics and abstractions, as one-half of the political | 


Close refinements may suit 
the purpose of the learned lawyer, and abstract met aphys- 





| 
' 
| 
| fore, essentially de pendent on the relation which their in- 
' 


dustry. 

‘Tt is a necessary consequence to this principle, that 
the amount of subsistence falling to each Jaborer, or the 
rate of wages, must depend on the proportion which the 
whole capital bears to the whole amount of the laboring 
population. If the amount of capital is increased, without 
a corresponding increase taking place in the population, a 
larger share of such capital will fall to each individual, or 
the rate of wages will be increased. And if, on the other 
hand, population is increased faster than capital, a 
share will be cppropriated to each individual, or the rate of 
wages will be reduced.” 

**So long as capital and population continue to march 
abreast, or to increase or diminish in the same proportion, 
so long will the rate of wages, and, consequently, the con 
dition of the laborers, continue unafiected ; and it is only 
when the proportion of capital to population varies, when 
it is either increased or diminished, that the rate of wages 
sustains a corresponding givanin or diminution. ‘The 
well-being and comfort of the 


! 
Hess 


laboring classes are, there- 


crease bears to the increase of the capital that is to feed and 
employ them. If they increase faster than c apital, thei 
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wages will be reduced; and if they increase slower, they | ulation, and, therefore, the capital, of that country appli- 
will be augmentel. In fact, there are no means whatever | cable to the support of map, or the supply of food, clothes, 
by which the command of the labering class over the ne- | and other articles necessary for the support of human life, 
cessaries and conveniences of life can be enlarged, other | had doubled in about eighty years. 
than by accelerating the increase of capital as compared ‘‘The effects which the different rates at which capital 
with population, or by retarding the increase of population | and population advance in different countries have on the 
as compared with capital; and every echeme of improving | condition of their inhabitants, may be exemplified in a very 
the condition of the laborer, which is not bottomed on this | striking manner by comparing the rate of increase and the 
principle, or which has not an increase of the ratio of cap- | actual state of the people of Great Britain, with the rate of 
ital to population for its object, must be completely nuga- | increase and the actual state of the people of Ireland. It 
tory and ineffectual.” is certainly true that there has been a considerable increase 
Such are the views, not of a man who wishes to be re- | in the capital of Ireland during the last hundred years ; 
turned to Congress upon some popular prejudice, who as- | though no one in the least acquainted with the progress of 
pires to a secretaryship, or a foreign mission, or to the | the different parts of the empire, has ever supposed that 
Presidency, but one who writes for the benefit of mankind, | this increase has borne the proportion either of a third or 
and is willing to meet his reward in the approbation of a | even a fourth to the increase of capital in England and 
benefited and grateful posterity. If I may venture to illus- | Scotland during the same period. But the increase of pop- 
trate his views, in this country we have now some eight | ulation in Ireland, as compared with its increase in Brit- 
or ten hundred millions of circulating medium, which is | ain, has been widely different from the increase in the cap- 
received, and gladly received, by all who have debts to col- | ital of the two countries, or in their means of employing 
lect, as money. If you adopt the advice offered, and de- | people, supporting them in a state of comfort and respecta- 
stroy our banking institutions, you reduce the circulating | bility. According to the tables given in the Parliamentary 
medium to the amount of the specie in the nation, which | reports, the population of Great Britain amounted, in 1720, 
has been computed at eighty millions ; bat I do not believe | to 6,955,000, and in 1821 it amounted to 14,391,000, 
that it is much more than half that amount. Then you | having a /ittle more than doubled in the course of the cen- 
will have a currency or circulating medium which, if you | tury; while, from the same reports, it appears that the pop- 
were to divide it among the people, would give each indi- | ulation of Ireland, whose capital had increased in so infe- 
vidual some three or four dollars, The effect would be, | rior a proportion to that of Britain, amounted to very little 
that those who work for a dollar a day now would have | more than two millions in 1731, and to very near seven 
their wages reduced to some ten or twelve cents per day; | millions in 1821; having nearly quadrupled in less time 
for, instead of increasing the capital with the increase of | than the population of Britain took to double!” He fur- 
the population, you reduce the capital to about five per | ther says: ‘* All the witnesses examined by the committee 
cent. of what it is now, whilst the population of the coun- | of the House of Commons, on ‘the employment of the 
try increases about five per cent. every year. Or you would | poor of Ireland,’ in 1823, concur in representing their 
have to raise the value of money more than a thousand per numbers as excessive, and their condition as wretched in 
cent., and say that a dime shall in fature pass for a dollar, | the extreme. Their cabins, which are of the most misera- 
an eagle for a hundred dollars. I will read another extract | ble description, are utterly unprovided with any thing that 
from his second chapter, exhibiting the ** Comparative in- | can be called furniture. In many families there are no 
crease of capital and population.” ‘It is not possible to | such things as bed clothes. ‘The children, in extensive 
obtain,” he says, ** any precisely accurate estimate of the | districts of Munster and the other provinces, have not a 
absolute quantity of capital in a country at different pe- single rag to cover their nakedness; and, whenever the po- 
riods ; bet the capacity of that capital to feed and employ | tato crop becomes even in a slight degree deficient, the 
laborers, and the rate of its increase, may, notwithstanding, | scourge of famine and disease is felt in every corner of the 
be learned with sufficient accuracy for our purpose, by re- | country. The Right Honorable Maurice Fitzgerald, M. P., 
ferring to the progress of population. It is clear, from the | mentions that ‘he had known the peasantry of Kerry quit 
statements already made, that the inhabitants of a country, | their houses in search of employment, offering to work for 
supposing them to have the same, or about the same, com- | the meanest subsistence that could be obtained, for two 
mand of the necessaries and conveniences of life, cannot | pence a day; in short, for any thing that would purchase 
increase without a corresponding increase of capital. food enough to keep them alive for the ensuing twenty- 
Whenever, therefore, we find the people of a country in- | four hours.’ ” F 
creasing without any, or with but very little, variation tak- I will read but one line more, and then lay down this 
ing place in their condition, we may conclude that the | useful volume. He says, ‘that while the average market 
capital of the country is increasing in the same or very price of a day’s labor in England may be taken at from 
near the same proportion. Now, it has been established | 20d. to 2s., it cannot be taken at more than 5d. in Ire- 
beyond all question, that the population of several of the | land.” 
States of North America has, after making due allowance These undoubted historical facts are so conclusive to my 
for immigrants, continued to double, for a century past, in | mind, that T will not attempt to enlarge upon what seems 
so short a period as twenty, or at most twenty-five years; | 80 convincing to the reflecting understanding, further than 
and, as the quantity of necessaries and conveniences fall- | to say that they first convince us that you are not to judge 
ing to the share of an inhabitant of the United States has | of the prosperity of a nation by its rapid increase of popu- 
not been materially increased or diminished during the last | lation; but if capital does not advance side by side with 
century, this increase of population is a proof that the cap- | population, misery and poverty will be the inevitable con- 
ital of the country has advanced in a corresponding ratio. sequence, and that the poor will be the first and most nu- 
But in all old settled countries, the increase of capital, and merous sufferers ; that capital advanced in England with its 
consequently of population, is much slower. The popula- population, and wealth and comfort followed in its train; 
tion of Scotland, for example, is supposed to have amount- | population rapidly increased in Irelard, whilst capital lag- 
ed to 1,050,000 in 1700 ; and, as it amounted tu 2,135,000 | ged behind, and misery and wretchedness now scourge 
in 1820, it would follow, on the principle already stated, | that people. Then carry out the President's views, and 
that the capital of the country had required about one hun- | those of his Secretary; after first destroving the United 
dred and twenty years to double. In like manner, the pop- States Bank, then destroying the State banks, by your 
ulation of England and Wales amounted to 6,064,000 in | bankrupt scheme; destroy capital ; destroy credit, which 
1740, and to 12,256,000 in 1821: showing that the pop- — the President says has been carried too far, and should be 
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checked. Do all this, and the poor man sees his fate read | of Germany are small ; the line of business is defined. Our 
in the history of Ireland. Their distresses are great be- | nation is as yet new, and immensely expansive. What 
yond description ; their means of support the most scanty ; | may be wise in a little State in the centre of Europe, may 
and the Irishman said truly, as he said wittily, that the first | not be wise in a large State in an immeuse hemisphere. — 
mouthful of bread he ever ate was a potato; yes, sir, the | ButI deny that any of the Germanic provinces have 
potato is his meat and his bread, and often he is without it. | gained their wealth or their prosperity by the simple gold 
Carry out your system, and the cheapest food, which isthe | money system, by excluding the whole foundations of the 
potato, will be that which the poor of this country will be | credit system. And, in support of this opinion, I will read 
forced to live upon. They will not be able to buy a barrel | one sentence from the first volume of Lord Broughham’s 
of flour or a barrel of pork. | admirable work on the Colonial Policy of European Na- 
Bank credit, individual confidence, and the credit svs- tions: ** Credit has contributed to the astonishing increase 
tem, have been the chief currency of our nation for fifty | of the Dutch settlements, so much wanted in all othe: 
years. Never has any nation prospered as this nation | colonies.” ‘T’o sustain this opinion, I will read an extract 
has in so short a period. But now the President tells us | from Thornton on Paper Credit, showing that paper credit 
and the people, that the Government must cut loose from | has been a great cause of the prosperity of Holland. He 
the community ; that they have been trading on borrowed | says ‘¢ the extent of the circulating medium of Holland is 
capital ; and have carried the credit system too far. Such | deserving of notice. Besides the great circulation of bank 
language would be ungenerous from that source, if in all | notes and receipts, Government paper and bills of exchange, 
respects true. Whodid most to adopt measures which | (which latter are without doubt a part of the circulating 
brought about these results? You destroyed the United | paper of every trading country, although they circulate 
States Bank, and at least tacitly invited the States to fill | more slowly than the other parts,) the system of colonial 
the vacuum of that institution by making banks of their | credit must have always thrown into the market a very 
own. You told these State banks to discount liberally. | large portion of circulating paper.” Then, sir, when it is 
The people, believing that all was true which you told | thus shown that the Germanic States and Holland owe 
them, increased their business: the farmer bought more | their prosperity to the paper system and to credit, they will 
land, the mechanic employed more journeymen. Each | no longer be quoted against both. 
went in debt, believing, if your promises of a better car- | If there is one man on earth who knows when to use the 
rency would be realized, thet he could not only meet his | credit system, it is the German, whether he is in Europe or 
liabilities, but enlarge his means. Your promises were | America; because he is a close calculator of number one 
not realized; and now he meets with executive denunci- | If he finds, after making his estimates, that he can easily 
ation for trusting to that very Executive. Is not this un- | repay, he will then borrow money at six per cent., when 
generous? Is it not cruel? Itis a very refinement in | he has convinced his mind that he will make eight, or ten, 
cruelty, which a fallen angel might envy. or twelve, upon its judicious use. They do not want the 
The President, in his message, has written, as I have | Executive, or any one else, to tell them how to make thcir 
spoken, about a great many things; among others, he tells | estimates ; they are themselves the safest calculators in the 
us that England has overtraded, and ali Europe felt em- world. 
barrassments as we feel them. | Some gentlemen here, from the South, have advocated 
It is often true, (and the President’s message proves it,) | this measure and the views of the Executive—to destroy 
as Lord Brougham has well said, that philosophers have | the banking system of our country, to disconnect Govern- 
been led into an error, not uncommon in many of the de- | ment from the banks, and to restrain the credit policy of 
partments of science, and in none more frequent than in | the nation. I have, it is true, travelled much through the 
politics—the mistake of the occasion for the cause, and of | South, the West, and the North. I have read much of 
a collateral effect for a principle of causation. Sir, it is | all, and reflected anxiously on their separate and blended 
true that there have been, and are, embarrassments in the | interests; still I do not feel sufficient confidence in myself 
moneyed arrangements of Europe; but did it originate | to dissent too rashly from some of the opinions which I 
there ? No, sir. I have an interesting pamphlet before me, | have heard of members, who take, with an air of confi- 
written very recently, and translated from the French, | dence, the interest of their respective regions of the coun- 
which I cannot trespass upon the time of the commit ee to | try under their own protection. I cannot, however, re- 
read extracts from. But it shows by the most conclusive | strain the expression of my doubts that the interest of the 
demonstration, that the first cause of our distresses was the | South will be promoted by these measures. I honestly 
warfare upon the bank and the currency by General Jack- | believe that there is no part of the Union where capital is 
son in this country; that so clearly allied is the whole | in such demand, and credit so much required, as in the 
commercial world with this nation, that embarrassments in | South—the cotton-growing regions. It may be true that, 
this country are felt, and will be, in a greater or less de- | in some of the old Southern States—in South Carolina, for 
gree, by every Power of Europe with whom we trade. | instance, where capital is somewhat fixed and established— 
Civilization and commerce have made the human family, | those who receive large patrimonial possessions, with hands 
so far as trade is concerned, as one people, and youcannot | upon them to work them, and money to carry them on, 
derange the interest of one without affecting the business | may do well in any vicissitude of our policy, but less ad- 
of all. vantageously upon the new than the old system. But 
This connexion and this dependance have been the re- | even that favored portion of the population of the States of 
sult of the credit system, which has been so much de- | the South is comparatively but a small portion. The great 
nounced, and which has been enlarged upon in the execu- | mass of the cotton-growers are men who have moderate 
tive message. [ have listened to speeches on this flour, | means, and are forced to extend their credit. ‘They may 
in which whole pages of the Gouge plan have been | have a few thousand dollars and afew negroes. After 
adopted; yes, sir, the whole anti-bank plan. The little | they shall have purchased a plantation, they will find their 
States of the Germanic provinces have been alluded to, to funds are exhausted, and that they must resort to credit to 
show that by individual banks the interest of the people | get their establishment into profitable operation; and this 
and the nation could be promoted. Sir, statesmen and po- | is more especially the case of the Southwestern States. An 
litical economists run into error in receiving the theories of | editor in Mississippi some tine ago said that that State 
abstraet writers. Practical judgment knows how to re- | did not owe less than ten millions of dollars for negroes ; 
ceive or to eschew maxims of writers which apply to a | in other words, for laboring capital. Now, require that 
particular nation in a particular condition, The provinces ' State to pay ten millions in specie, and you would have to 
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sell at least one-fourth of the State to make the amount; 
and that is the most extensive cotton-growing State in the 
Southern country, 

Sir, I maintain that this very productive labor, as it has 
been called—the slave labor of the South—is strictly and 
truly more of capital than labor. 
Brougham, and the reasoning of Senator Tracy, to sustain 
the opinion, but I will not read from either; for I have not 
time to discuss it before this almost exhausted committee, 
nor is it important for my present purpose. 
to the middle, the grain-growing and agricultural States : 
how few of the number of their inhabitants have been left 
farms, and utensils, and money, sufficient to carry on the 
whole of the paraphernalia of farming operations! Nine 
out of ten have to purchase farms, and to gain credit for 
their personal property, in order to carry them on with 
prosperity. A farm,” says Senator Tracy, ‘‘is a real 
manufactory ;” ‘*a field is a real utensil, or, if you please, 
a@ store of first materials ;” to set it into profitable motion, 
you must have capital, or credit to gain capital, in order to 
make it useful or profitable. 

But if we were, as it is our duty, to turn our eyes and 


inquiry farther north, where manufactures and farming go | 


hand in hand together: a manufacturer builds his factory, 
but finds that his ability will not be sufficient to purchase 


profitable fabrics. He must either gain credit, or at once 
dismiss his hands, and abandon his useful enterprise ; these 


the head of the factory could have obtained credit. ‘Thus, 
your system will prostrate the man of some capital, and 


trade. 


But how can you carry on commerce between man and 
man without a sound convertible currency, without im- 
mense loss to both the consumer and producer? ‘Tracy 
has truly said that ‘* commerce and society are one and the 
same thing; he has said in another place, ‘* commerce is 
the whole of society, as labor is the whole of riches.””’ The 
internal commerce among the States and the people of the 


States is vastly greater than its foreign commerce, anid re- | 


quires some circulating medium to represent value. There 
is not gold and silver enough for this purpose: then you 
are forced to have either a convertible or inconvertible 
paper currency, or make the productions of labor a curren- 
cy. You had aconvertible paper curreucy, the best in the 
world, and the nation was happy and prosperous. You 


in destroying it; and they are now afflicted with an incon- 
vertible depreciating currency. To restore the 
prosperity, you must restore the former currency. 


your measures force the people to countenance their exist- 
ence. We had a good currency in Maryland a few years 
ago. 
five dollars, and I believe but one bank under their charters 


could issue notes of a less denomination. Public necessity 


I could quote Lord | 


But, to come | 
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| or derangement in business. 
throw out of employment the man who has but a useful | 


[H. or R. 


lings,” ‘* according to an act of the General Assembly of 


Pennsylvania, passed the thirteenth year of the reign of 
his Majesty George the ‘Vhird, dated the first day of Octo- 
ber, 1773, signed Thos. Leech, William Criffin, James 
Stephens ;” and on the back of the note is written, ‘* To 
counterfeit, is pratH.” Tam as much opposed to the cir- 
culation of small notes, and as much in favor of a sound 
and abundant specie basis, and specie circulation, as any 
gentleman on this floor. Heuce it is that I am in favor of 
such measures as will effect that desirable result—measures 
that have been tried; not the chimerical schemes of fanci- 
ful politicians. 

From the genius and character of our people, spread as 
they are from the east many thousand miles west, filling all 
the intermediate country, of every variety of production, from 


| almost the polar region of the North to the land of the sugar 


cane and perennial verdure, it is impossible to carry on free 
interchange and trade, without immense loss to the people, 
without a better currency than we have at this time. I have 
no doubt if a United States bank were established, with a 
capital of thirty or forty millions of dollars, to issue no 
notes of a less denomination than ten dollars, its notes to 
be received in payment of Government dues, and the notes 


| of all banks that shall resume specie payments within a 


| given period; that, after a limited period, neither the Gov- 
all of the raw material to be worked up into useful and | 


ernment nor the bank should receive notes of any bank 
that issued notes less than five dollars, &nd, after a further 


| period, of ten—you would gradually have withdrawn all the 
hands must work in some other and new employment, for | 


a quarter of a dollar a day, instead of gaining a dollar, if | 


small notes; confidence would be restored, and the people 
would once more see and handle specie. The operation 
would be gradual, and create no alarm, or embarrassment, 
Whatever might be the char- 
acter of the State banks, they would find it to their interest 
to conform to these regulations; for the receivability of their 
notes by the Government and the bank would induce them 
to call in all their small notes; for those banks could not 


prosper whose notes would be continually returning upon 
| them as soon as thrown into circulation, as the notes of 


every bank would that were not received by the Government 
and the bank ani its branches. 

At any rate, this is the conclusion to which my mind, 
after anxious research and reflection, has attained. By 
such a course we would enable the people gradually to ex- 
tricate themselves from their difficulties, and the nation, 
now and in future time, would be benefited. 

But we have been told by a distinguished member from 
Virginia, [Mr. Ropertson,] that we are not legislating 


| for posterity, but for ourselves; and that posterity will le- 
taught the people to be dissatisfied with it, aud to aid you | 


gislate for itself. This is not the first time that I have 


| heard of the remark being made in a legislative assembly, 
former | 


though not by Thomas Jefferson. But there is authority, 


| and very high authority, for it—the authority of Sir Hugh 
You tell the people to banish from use small notes; and | 


Boyle Roch. Barrington, in his Personal Sketches, men- 


| tions that a debate arose in the Irish House of Commons, 


That State prohibited the circulation of notes under | 


has been made paramount to the law and the policy of the | 


State, and every corporation, and almost every individual 
in business, feels himself authorized to become a banker, 


| operate to their advantage. 


and to fill the State with notes of the fractional parts of a | 


dollar. This was the case in all the States, as now, when 
the first Bank of the United States was destroyed. 
in my possession a relic of those days—a note of the de- 
nomination of ‘*ten cents,” which a friend sent me from 


I have | 


Virginia, on the **Farmers, Mechanics, and Merchant’s | 


Bank” of ‘* Charlestown, Jefferson county, Virginia ;” is- 
sued ** November 2d, 1815,” and signed ‘*Wm. Brown, 
cashier.” TI have another precious relic of past days, when 
there was no United States Bank. It is printed on coarse 


stiff paper, and designates ** No. 27,418” for ** fifteen shil- 


on the vote of a grant which was recommended by Sir Jolin 
Parnell, Chancellor of the Exchequer, as one not likely to 
be felt burdensome for many years to come. It was ob- 
served, in reply, that the House had no just right to load 
posterity with a weighty debt, for what could in no degree 
Sir Hugh, eager to defend the 
measures of Government, immediately rose, and, in a few 
words, put forward the most unanswerable argument which 
human ingenuity could possibly devise. ‘* What! Mr. 
Speaker,”’ said he, ** and so we are to beggar ourselves for 
fear of vexing posterity! Now, I would ask the honorable 
gentleman, and this still more honorable House, why we 
should put ourselves out of the way to do any thing for 
posteritvy—for what has posterity done for us ?” 

Sir Hugh perceiving; upon taking his seat, that there 
were many smiling, and not being conscious that he had 
said any thing out of the way, concluded that the House 
had mistaken him. He therefore rose and begged leave to 
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explain, as he apprehended that gentleman had entirely 
mistaken his words. He assured the House ‘* that by pos- 
terity he did not at all mean our ancestors, but those who 
were to come immediately after them. 

Such reasoning may have effect on some minds, 
can have none on mine. ‘That an 


but it 
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shall not shape their measures to benefit posterity, is a | 


sentiment I can never subscribe to. ‘There is an instinct 
in all animated nature, to protect its offspring. ‘The most 
timid animal that is not endowed with reason will peril its 
existence to protect its young. What huntsman has not 
seen the skittish pheasant change its nature, at times, at 
his sudden approach, and, crying warning to its affrighted 


brood, flutter before his footsteps, with its rich plumage | 


expanded, as if to challenge his deadly aim! And what 


generous huntsman has not paused, in harmless admiration, 
till the fond mother could make an adroit retreat to its 
secure bruod! Is it possible for the day ever to arrive 
when the House of Representatives will have become so 
metamorphosed as to forget all instinct of nature, all duty 
of reagon, as to look singly aot the selfish interest of them- 
selves, without consulting their duty to posterity? No, 
sit, it is not possible ; the laws of human nature will never 
be so changed. 

I cannot but allude to a remark made by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens.] He expatiated, as 
the message has, upon the banking sy vatem of this country 
and England, and del that England had overtraded and 
overbanked. 

I could but picture in my mind that the gentleman from 
South Carolina was in the British House of Commons, 
addressing that body with the same earnest and impassion 
ed strain to change its policy, to destroy its bank, and to 
narrow down its credit system to the standard of his judg- 
ment. I could fancy to my mind the whole House giving 
hin profound attention, and admiring his eloquence, if 
they doubted the wisdom of his views ; and that, after he 
had concluded, some veteran statesman would approach him 
in terms of friendly gratulation, and privately admonish 


him, before he made another speech on those subjects, that | 


he should lock himself up in an abundant library, and 
neither give nor receive a visit until he had thoroughly 
read the entire history of England in relation to the causes 
of her prosperity ; that then he hoped he would be willing 
to make a speech on the other side, for he would find 
ample occasion for that change; he would find it was 
that policy which quickened into usefulness the hid- 
den coal and embedded ore; it was that system which 
taxed the watercourses tu lessen the taxes of the people, 
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It is true, Mr. Chairman, that the French nation thought 
that one of the Lest ways of defeating the British arms was 
to make an attack upon the means of supply of money to 
her armies, and did employ Jews to present at the counter 
of the Bank of England its notes. But did that quick- 
sighted nation bend to the policy of its enemy, and coun- 
tenance the discredit of its bank? Did the Government 
of England, when a run was made on the bank, do as 
our Government has done—denounce and aid to ruin the 
bank? No, sir. The ministers at once brought in a bill 
to invite—yes, sir, to request—the Bank of England to 
suspend specie payments. Did the Government of Eng- 
land do as our Government has done—refuse to take the 
notes of the bank? No, sir; in that very bill of 1797 
they made the notes a legal tender, and stamped the en- 
couraging seal of the nation upon them, by saying that 
the Government would take them for public dues. It was 
a consummate policy, and the sequel proved it; for, al- 
though the law was limited to six months, I think it was 
renewed, from time to time, for some twenty years. Did 
the notes of that bank depreciate as the notes of our banks 
have, that have been dishonored by the Government? 
Read the history of English currency, and you will find 
that they did not. That policy prevented a panic and sus- 
tained credit, and enabled England to contract a debt of 
twenty five hundred millions, in a war of eapreseaeated 
consumption and fury. By preserving credit at home, 


| she gained it abroad ; ‘and nothing aided her more than the 


which had before flowed on unobstructed from the moun- | 


tain side to the ocean; it was that system which makes 
them now, in tribute to industry, leap on the water-wheel, 
and labor into motion millions of spindles; itis that policy 
which has built up factories, and made all England one 
vast and prosperous workshop, and created her wealth, 
which all the gold of all the mines of South America could 
not purchase ; and has given her power that half the world 
could not subdue, and has made almost all of it tributary 
to her. ; 

Another gentleman, in his remarks yesterday, [{Mr. 
Hostenr, of Virginia,] in making a hard-money speech, 
(and if he will allow me, I will say it was one of the best 
I have listened to,) wished to demonstrate the evils of the 
banking system, by referring, in illustration of his position, 
to the fact that, during the long warin Europe, the French 
Government adopted the policy of making a run on the 
Bank of England, 
continent, and consequently the bank 
specie payments. ‘That honorable gentleman is right in 
his historical fact, but I must differ with him in his con- 
clusion, that the British Government sustained an injury 
by that bank from this circumstance. 


had to suspend 


whose paper was in circulation on the | 


| 





Bank of England. It was this policy which made her 
victorious in that war; it was because industry was her 
capital, and credit her currency. 

Mr. Chairman, I have trespassed much longer upon the 
time of the committee than I had intended ; but a dread of 
the consequences of this measure upon the farmers and 
mechanies of the district which I represent has induced me, 
together with the attention which I have received, to claim 
so large a portion of your time. 

T will answer one other remark, whilst up, from my 
Southern friends, and then hand them over to their constit- 
uents. My friend from Virginia [Mr. Ronenrson] said 
that he voted for this same scheme in the twenty- third 
Congress, when Genera! Gordon proposed his “ skeleton” 
of a bil; that, as he went for the ‘‘divoree” system ten, 
he will sustain his consistency by going for the bill under 
debate ; and that most of the members of the opposition 
went for it then. A friend from the Eastern Shore of Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Wise] has informed the House that he and 
many others voted for it then, in courtesy to his colleague 
who had moved it, so as to bring the proposition before the 
House ; but never dreamed for a moment of voting for it 
on its final passage. 

I wish here to say that I was not in my place—from in- 
disposition—when the vote was taken on General Gordon’s 
proposition ; but had I been, T would have voted aguinst it. 

If my honorable friend is willing to sue out for a ‘* di- 
vorce,” in order to marry a ** skeleton,” I should not be, 

I were united to the worst shrew in the world. But there 
is no debating about taste. 

If I wished to consult a lawyer of profound legal read- 
ing and reflection upon an abstract question in that com- 
plex science, the first gentleman in this House that I would 
approach would be the learned gentleman from Richmond, 
[Mr. Ropenrson 3] but if I wished to ask advice in select- 
ing ‘a help meet,” I think that he woul! be the last. I will 
candidly admit th: at my friend has more courage than my- 
self. I do not believe that I could screw my courage up 
tu join in wedlock’s embrace a skeleton of dry bones. I 
would have first to see it filled with muscles, flesh and 
blood, life and animation, fair symmetry and proportion 
I must first see the human form and face divine; and then, 
but not till then, I would venture to—‘‘speak to it.” 

What assurance can the gentleman have that his skele- 
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ton asks not 7 oe by the Secret tary, whe has to fill up | 
the outlines of the form—a hideous caricature—a monster 
in human form, afflicted with 


| 
“ All the ills that flesh is heir to.” | 
all diseases, all maladies, } 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart sick agony, all feverous kinds— 

Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intestine ills and ulcers, colic pangs, 

Demoniac phrensy, moping melancholy, 


60 


And moon-struck madness, piting atrophy, 
Marasmus, and wide wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and asthm as, and joint-racking rheums !’ 

The skeleton of the bill before us—for it is but a skele- 
ton—although accompanied with ‘ vaults” and ‘strong 
boxes,” they are not boxes of ointment—they are but Pan- 
dora’s boxes, filled with scourges and diseases, without 
having hope at the bottom, with which the Secretary may 
afflict with pestiferous evils the body politic on whom you 
are going to force this unnatural alliance. 

But, before I exhaust the patience of this committee and 
myself, I wish to refer to one historical fact, in hopes that 
the advocates of this measure may find a moral in it; and 
in the hope that they may pause and profit by it before they 
consummate this basty and ill-judged measure. 

At one period of the English history, corporate privi- 
leges were as unpopular as they have been made in this 
country ; they were unpopular because abuses existed ander 
them—real, not imaginary ; and in none did abuses exist 
to so great an extent as in the East India Company. 

Mr. Fox, who was made Premier, finding that popular 
feeling existed strongly aguinst the abuses practised under 
that company’s incorporated privileges, and knowing how 
strong an influence he could wield if he could bring every 
interest connected with that company to be dependant upon 
the ministry, conceived the plan, not of remedying the evils, 
but the bold scheme of annulling their charter, and appoint- 
ing commissionets with absolute power to conduct the af- 
fairs of that company. He brought forward a bill, and 
predicated it upon a plausible preamble of the good of the 
company and the good of the people, for its better regula- 
tion and theirs. It was not the skeleton of a bill, like this | 
on your table, but full and ample in its parts and in its de- 
tails. That ‘the committee may judge of its character, I 
will request the Cierk to read the preamble and the first 
Feclion : 


[‘* A Bill for vesting the affairs of the East India Company 
in the hands of certain commissioners, for the benefit of 
the proprietors and the public. 


** Whereas disorders of an alarming nature and magni- 
tude have long prevailed, and do still continue and increase, 
in the management of the territorial possessions, the rev- 
enues, and the commerce of this kingdom in the East In- 
dies ; by means whereof the prosperity of the natives has 
been greatly diminished, and the valuable interests of this | 
nation in the said territorial possessions, revenues, and | 
commerce have been materially impaired, and would prob- 





ably have fallen into utter ruin, if an immediate and fitting | 
remedy were not provided : 

‘* Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords | 
spiritual and temporal, and the Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That the government and management of the temporal pos- 
sessions, revenue, and commerce of the united company 
vf merchants of England, trading to the East Indies, by 
the directors and proprietors of the said company, or either 
of them; and all and singular the powers and. authorities 
of the said directors and proprietors, or of any special or 
general or other court thereof, in the ordering and mana- 
ging the said possessions, revenues, and commerce ; and all 
elections of the directors of the said company be, and are 
hereby, declared to be discontinued for and during the con- 


| pleased to have golden fetters placed upon him. 
| informs us, that after his treasures were seized upon by 


| tions, 


|} men we have agreed. 
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divbasiel of this act, any charter, usage, law, or statute to 
the contrary notwithstanding.” } 

The section which you have heard is sufficient for my 
purpose. 

“ Ex uno disce omnes.” 

For the public good he was for seizing upon its char- 
tered rights and its revenues, making it dependant upon 
the executive will. Under a tide of strong popular feel- 
ing, he carried his bill through one House with an im- 
mense majority. His bosom glowed with triumph, and 
he fancied himself secure in his place. 

The public mind passed, and judgment had time to 
counsel its feeling. ‘The people began to reflect upon the 
consequences of the measure. They saw if that company 
was to be destroyed, its charter taken from it, and all con- 
trol placed in the hands of a fet, it might be the case of 
all other institutions; every chartered privilege might be 
taken the same way, and, finally, all power in the nation 
might be exercised by the Executive, or surrendered to it 
by a subservient Parliament. ‘They soon drew a dis- 
tinction between remedying and destroying; and, by the 
force of a change in the popular mind, the bill was lost in 
the other House, and Mr. Fox was no longer minister. 

What was the great Fox’s fate may be the fate of 
others. Let others, therefore, take warning by the les 
sons of history. 

Our institutions are too firmly implanted in our genera} 
system, they have taken too deep root in the business and 
well-being of society, property is too much valued and 
too equally divided by the laws of our States and the laws 
of industrious gain, fer the people to throw all things into 
hotch-potch and form a common stock, or ever to induce 
them to sustain such measures, or measures which lead to 
such results. The golden bawble will not now even amuse 
much less captivate, sober, well-thinking men. You can- 
not even entice children with it. 

You may, in a few congressional districts, still hold out 
the delusion to the people, but be assured they will be but 
few. There is one district north of ** Mason and Dixon’s 
line” in which it may succeed—a district represented on 
this floor by a gentleman who defeated one of the most 


| intelligent and amiable gentleman [ have ever known, by 


telling his constituents enormous witch stories—stories as 
miraculous as were ever told by the famous ** witch king” 
who ficured in the north of England some three centuries 
ago. But he finally was drowned, and as J know that 


there are mill-ponds in that gentleman’s district, more 


| than six feet deep, I beg the member to keep a look out 


Sir, since the days of Isaac of Cyprus, no man has been 
Hume 


Richard the First, and the prince incarcerated and boun a 
in irons, he complained of the cruelty of his conqueror. 
Richard had the iron fetters taken off, and 
placed on in their stead 


golden ones 
The Cypriot, pleased with this 


| distinction, expressed his gratitude for the generosity of 


his conqueror. 

The people have been restrained in their business by 
golden fetters, which the executive brain has forged ; they 
want them thrown off, so that they may have elbow-room 
to prosecute their industry as formerly. 

I ask, I h, this House to pause in its 
fore it sanctions such a ruinous measure. 

I appeal to the candid of ail parties, 
tives, administration men, 
*€ triangular and unite 
If we have differed as widely as the poles on other qu 
let us defeating this. 
language of ‘Like men 
I had rather see 


igain. 


besec¢ course be- 
whether conserva 

to 
in defeating this measure. 


or whigs, let us cease this 


ficht.”’ 


unite in 
another, 


Let us say, i 


, 


but like 


we differed 


pet bank plan 


new vamped and tried 
If will not reject 


vou this bill, « not lay it on the 
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table never to be called up again, and are resolved to pass 
it, let the worst come to the worst quickly ; and the peo- 
ple, who will suffer, will soon show that they have power 
as well as the Executive and the two Houses of Congress; 
and that tie constitution has informed them how they can 
remedy their grievances. 

But I hope it will be rejected, and that the Executive 
will do as the Kings of England and of France are forced 
to do in like cases—change his ministers and his measures. 
Or, if he will not change his advisers, at least change his 
measures. Or, if he will not change his measures or his 
advisers, then, as a republican President, in practice, 
finding himself in a minority in either House, and that he 
aud his ministers will not alter their views of the constitu- 
tion and the policy of the nation, they will resign the seals 
of office to the people, and say to them, elect other agents; 
we come down from our high places, that other, and abler, 
and better men may ascend. 

Or, are the lines of the philosophic poet true ? 


* The age of virtuous politics is past ! 
And we are deep in that of cold pretence 
Rulers are grown too shrewd to be sincere 
And we—too wise to trust them !”’ 


Mr. Jounson having concluded, 
Mr. LEGARE moved that the committee rise, but was 
solicited to withdraw it by 





Mr. DAWSON, of Georgia, who wished to offer an | 


aiendment; but that gentleman having explained, the 
motion was still insisted on. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the committee would not 
rise. 

The vote was taken by tellers, and decided in the nega- 
tive: Ayes 75, noes 93. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

‘The question was then put on the substitute for the bill 
moved by Mr. Gartanp, of Virginia, (proposing to con- 
tinue the deposites in such banks as should resume specie 
payments, &c.; when it was rejected: Ayes 73, noes 90. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG now moved that the committtee 


rise, and report the bill. 


Mr. DAWSON now offered his amendment, which was | ' é eC 
| the safety of its condition. 


the following substitute for the bill: 
Strike out the whole bill and insert as follows: 
Sec. |. 


That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the | 


‘Treasury to select, as soon as practicable, and employ as | 


the special depositories of the money of the United States, 
such of the banks incorporated by the several States, by 
Congress for the District of Columbia, or by the Legisla- 
tive Councils of the several Territories, as may be located 
at, adjacent, or convenient to the pvints or places at which 
the revenues may be collected or disbursed ; and in those 
States, ‘l'erritories, or Districts where there are no bank 
or banks, and within which the public collections or dis- 
bursements require a depository, the said Secretary may 
make arrangements with a bank or banks in some other 
State, Territory, or District adjacent, tu establish an agency 
or agencies in the States, ‘Territories, or Districts so desti- 
tute of banks, as banks of such special deposite, and to 
receive through such agencies such special deposites of the 
public money as may be directed to be made at the points 
designated, and to make such disbursements as the public 
service nay require at those points: the duties and liabili- 
ties of every such bank thus establishing any such agency 
to be the same, in respect to its agency, as are the duties 
and liabilities of said banks of special deposite generally 
under the provisions of this act: Provided, That at least 


one bank shall be selected in each State, Territory, or Dis- | 


trict where the collection or disbursements of the public 
money may require, if any can be found in such State, 
Territory, or District, willing to be employed as the special 
depository of the public money upon the terms and con- 
ditions prescribed by this act, and shall continue to conform 
thereto; and that the Secretary of the Treasury shall not 


suffer to remain in any deposite bank an amount of public 
moneys more than equal to three-fourths of the amount of 
its capital stock actually paid in, for a longer time than 
may be necessary to enable him to make transfers of tlic 
same, as required by this act; and the banks so selected as 
the special depositories shall, in his opinion, be safe de- 
positories of the public moneys, and shall continue to do 
and perform the several duties and services and to conform 
to the several conditions prescribed by this act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enucted, That if at any point 
or place at which the public revenue may be collected or 
disbursed, there shall be no bank located, or none ther 
located which, in the opinion of the Secretary of the ‘T'rea- 
sury, is in a safe condition, or where all the banks at such 
point or place shall fail or refuse to be employed as special 
depositories of the public money of the United States, or 
to comply with the conditions of this act, or where such 
banks shall not have sufficient capital to become the special 
depositories of the whole amount of public moneys collect- 
ed or disbursed at such point or place, he may and shall 
order and direct the public moneys collected or deposited 
for disbursement at such point or place to be deposited in 
sume other bank or banks in the same State, Territory, o1 
District, or in some one or more of the States, Territories, 
or Districts adjacent, upon the same terms and conditions 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent Congress at any time from passing any 
law for the removal of the public moneys from any or al! 
of said banks, or from changing the terms of deposite ; or 
to prevent the said banks, or any of them, at any time 
from declining any longer to be the depositories of the pub- 
lic moneys, on hand, according to the terms of agreement 
with the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no bank shall 
hereafter be employed as a special depository of public 
money until such bank shall have first furnished the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury with a satisfactory statement of its 
condition and business, a list of its directors, the current 
price of its stock, a copy of its charter, and all such other 
information as may be necessary to enable him to judge of 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That said banks, be- 
fore they shall be employed as the special depositories of 
the public moneys, shall agree to receive and keep the 
same safely, upon the following terms and conditions, to 
wil: 

First. Each bank shall receive, as special deposites, all 
moneys of the United States paid into the same, and the 
same keep as a special deposite, and as specie, to the 
credit of the United States, and not use or bank upon the 
sume. 

Secondly. Each bank shall furnish to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, from time to time, and as often as he may 
require, not exceeding once a week, statements setting forth 
its condition and business, as hereinbefore prescribed, ex- 
cept that such statements need not, unless required by the 
Secretary, contain a list of directors or copy of the charter 
And the said banks shall, respectively, furnish to the Sec 
retary of the Treasury and the Treasurer of the United 
States a weekly statement of the condition of his account 
from their books; and the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
have the right, by himself or an agent appointed for that 
purpose, to inspect such general accounts in the books of 
the bank as shall relate to said statements: Provided, This 
shall not be construed to imply a right to inspect the a 
count of any private individual or individuals with the 
bank. 

Thirdly. To credit as specie all sums deposited therein 
to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, except 
such as may be deposited in Treasury notes, or such other 
uotes or scrip as Congress has or may hereafter specially 
direct to be received in payment of the public dues, not 
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being bank notes, 
rants drawn on such deposites in specie, if required by the | 
holder thereof. 

Fourthly. To give, whenever required by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, the necessary facilities for transferring 
the public funds from place to place, within the United 
States, and the Territories thereof, and for distributing the 
same in payment to the public creditors. 

Fifthly. To render to the Government of the United States 
all the duties and services heretofore required by law to be per- 
formed by the late Bank of the United States and its branches. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required, whenever, in his judgment, it may be necessary 
or proper, to require of any bank so selected or employed 
as a special depository of the public money, collateral or 
additional securities for the safe-keeping of the public 
moneys deposited therein, and the faithful performance of 
the duties imposed on them. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall, in each case, take from the banks 
which shall agree to receive the deposites of the public 
moneys, bonds with good and sufficient sureties, contain- 
ing conditions for insuring the faithful performance of all 


the duties required by law, and for the proper enforcement 


of the same. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no bank which 


has been so selected and employed as the place of deposite | 


of the public moneys, shall be discontinued as such depos- 
itory, or the public money withdrawn therefrom, except 
for causes hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say, if, at any 
time, any one of said banks shall fail or refuse to perform 
any of said duties as prescribed by this act, and stipulated 
to be performed in its contract; or shall fail to keep in its 
vaults, at any time, such an amount of specie as shall be 
required by the Secretary of the Treasury, and shall be, 
in his opinion, necessary to render the said bank a safe 
depository of the public moneys, having a due regard to 
the nature of the business transacted by said bank; or 
shall fail to keep separate, and as a special deposite, the 
moneys deposited therein to the credit of the United States ; 
or fail to pay the same when demanded by the holder of 
any draft, check, or warrant, in specie, when there is on 
deposite to the credit of the United States sufficient specie 
therefor; in any and every such case, it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to discontinue any such 
bank as a depository, and withdraw from it the public 
moneys on deposite in it at the time of such discontinu- 
ance. And in case of such discontinuance, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to report to Congress immediately, 
if Congress be then in session, and, if not in session, then 
at the commencement of its next session, the facts and 
reasuns which have induced such discontinuance. And, 
in case of the discontinuance of any such bank as a place 
of deposite of the public money, for any of the causes here- 
inbefore provided, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deposite the money thus withdrawn in 
some other bank of special deposite already selected, or to 
select some other bank as a place of special depusite, upon 
the terms and conditions prescribed by this act And, in 
default of any bank to receive said special deposites, the 
money thus withdrawn shall be kept by the Treasurer of 
the United States, according to the laws now in force, and 
shall be subject to be disbursed according to law. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, ‘That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is authorized and required to fix, in his 
contract with the said banks, respectively, which may be 
selected as the special depositories of the public moneys, 
such a compensation as he may judge reasonable, for the 
services required to be performed by this act, provided the 
rate of such compensation shall in no case exceed — per 
cent. on the public moneys so deposited 
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. And be tt further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to lay befure Con- 
gress, at the commencement of each annual session, a 
statement of the number and names of the banks employed 
as special depositories of the public moneys; of the terms 
upon which each is employed ; and of their condition, and 
the amount of the public moneys deposited in each, as 
shown by their returns atthe ‘Treasury. And if the se- 
lection of any bank asa special depository of the public 
moneys be made by the Secretary while Congress is in 
session, he shall immediately report the name and condi- 
tion of said bank, and the terms on which it is employed, 
to» Congress; and if such selection is made during the re- 
cess of Congress, he shall report the same to Congress the 
first week of its next session. 

Mr. CUSHING, of Massachusetts, moved that the 
committee rise, (with the desire, as he said, that Mr. Le- 
e@ane, who bad first made the motion, should be considered 
as entitled to the floor when the committee should resume 
its sittings, ) and the motion prevailed: Ayes 98, noes 89. 

So the committee rose, and reported progress ; and, at 
about 9 o’clock P. M., the House adjourned. 





Pripay, Ocroser 13. 


REMUNERATION FOR LOSSES IN THE FLORI- 
DA CAMPAIGNS. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, chairman of the 
Committe of Claims, the House took up the bill reported 
by that committee, to amend the bill making provision for 
the remuneration of volunteers and others, for horses, &c., 
lost in the military service of the United States. 

{The Committee of Claims accompanied this bill with a 
report, stating 

‘*That several claims are presented to the committee, 
arising from the hcerses and saddles, and other equipage 
of disbanded mounted volunteers, having been turned over 
to the United States, by the order of General Jesup, as it 
is alleged, when said volunteers were dismissed from the 
service, 

‘‘It is represented to the committee by Colonel King, 
acting adjutant to Colonel Caulfield’s regiment of Alabama 
mounted volunteers in Florida, that most of the claimants 
with whom he is acquainted are young men whw obtained 
their horses and equipage on credit, and that they are 
obliged to look to the United States for the value of the 
property to enable them to make payment to the persons 
of whom they purchased. Most, if not all, of the claim- 
ants were sick at the time they were dismissed, or left the 
service on furlough ; and it was thought best by General 
Jesup that they should return home by water, rather than 
encounter the fatigue, hardships, and danger of returning 
home by land. ‘The committee, at the last session of 
Congress, reported a bill for the relief of James L. Kenner, 
whose horse was turned over to the United States by the 
order of the commanding officer, on the discharge of said 

| Kenner by reason of sickness. 

‘* The committee refer to that report in the first volume 
of Reports, No. 3. The number of claims that will be 
embraced under a general law, Colonel King thinks may 
be one hundred. It appears to the committee it is expedi- 
ent to provide for this class of cases by a general law.’ 

The House having resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on this bill, (Mr. Briees in the chair, ) 

Mr. CARTER said he was not opposed to the bill now 
under consideration, except that its provisions were not 
sufficiently extensive. It did not embrace a class of cases 
of real hardship that he believed existed. He said he would 
take this occasion to bring to the notice of the committee, 
and at the same time suggest to the honorable chairman of 
the Committee of Claims, that there were among the vol- 
unteers some cases of real and peculiar hardships, that were 















































































































































































































































































































































not yet provided for by law, although great exertions were | 
made at the last Congress in their behalf; and he would 
now tender to the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Claims his acknowledgments of gratitude for his assiduity 
and exertions favorable to the relief of those patriotic young 
men he had the honor to represent, and who had sustained 
losses in the service of their country. 

Mr. Chairman, in my opinion, the Government should 
always be scrupulously careful never to permit the patriot- 
ism of her citizens to be rewarded with ingratitude and with 
losses, and, consequently, with embarrassments that may 
render their domestic peace and tranquillity precarious for 
years. Sir, it is not the aristocracy ur the wealthy that | 
most usually embark in the tvils and dangers attendant on 
a campaign in times of troubles and of war; but, sir, real 
patriotism and love of country, in its most disinterested 
form, is always found with those whose circumstances are 
mere humble—not humble in the common acceptation of 
the term, but only humble so far as wealth is concerned. 
These are the men who are always first in the field in de- 
fence of their country’s rights and honor. In the late cam- 
paigns in the West, many of such men were volunteers ; 
and many were they who had not the means of equipping 
themselves, furnishing their horses, &c., only upon time, 
and by tae aid and endorsements of their friends. Now, [ 
submit it to this House—I submit it particularly to the 
Committee of Claims, and to the country—whether such 
men as these are to be permitted to be the sufferers, on ac- 
count of their manifested patriotisin and risks in the service? 
If so, I say to all that such conduct, such ingratitude, will 
deter all men in humble circumstances, or who are poor, | 
from engaging in the country’s defence. 

The provisions of the laws now in force, for the payment 
for lost property, are limited, and do uot cover the cases of 
hardship to which I have allusion. Those laws merely pro- 
vide payment for property lost in battle, or lost on account | 
of the Government failing to furnish the necessary supplies 
of provender. But, sir, there are other cases for which 
Congress is in honor and duty bound to make ample re- 
muneration. I know some volunteers that involved them- 
selves, and their friends with them, to purchase horses and 
other necessary equipage for the campaign, and who lost 
their horses in the service; but perhaps not in battle, nor 
for the want of forage. ‘Therefore, by the laws now in 
force, their claims cannot be recognised and paid by the 
Third Auditor, who is charged with the settlement of these 
claims. But, sir, these horses were lost by casualty or un- 
avoidable accidents, and were lost in the service of the Uni- 
ted States; and being so lost, the Government is as much 
bound, in honor and justice, to remunerate the soldier thus 
circumstanced, as though the loss had occurred in battle, 
or by the default of the United States in furnishing forage. 
Sir, some of these praiseworthy volunteers are now doomed 
to labor by the day, or the month, or by the year, to pro- 
cure the money they owe for horses purchased and taken 
into the public service, and there lost by casualty; and 
thus far the Congress of the United States, who directed 
the Executive to invite them into service, have wholly fuil- 
ed to meet their distresses, by not ordering their relief, and 
indemnifying them against these liabilities and these losses. 
Is this right, sir? I say most unequivocally it is not; and 
I say, further, let the Government continue to refuse pay- 
ment, and you cast a damp upon the patriotism of the 
West, and upon the whole country, which will, in all time 
to come, deter, in a great degree, men in moderate circum- 
stances from incurring monetary liabilities, to go to the 
field, at the call of the Government, for her defence. And | 
whenever you cut oi that class, by your parsimony and 
rigid policy, you cut off that portion of the defence of 
the country that has never deceived you, and has never 
lent a deaf ear to your calls, and the distresses of the coun- | 
try. 
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Sir, I will take occasion to say here that, in my opinion, 
(if the reports be true that have reached my ears,) the 
Government has' not dealt as kindly and as liberally as she 
should have done towards the volunteers of Tennessee. 
We provided by law at the last Congress, that the soldiers 
or volunteers who had rendezvoused, were mustered, and 
immediately discharged, should be paid one month’s full 
pay; and, by the estimates furnished the Committee of 
Claims by the War Department, one month’s full pay was 
made to amount to between $65 and $70, I think, perhaps 
$68 and some cents; and, by the decision of the Attorney 
General under the old Jaw, another class of those volunteers, 
that were indefinitely furloughed, and required to return to 
service if they should be ordered to do so, were to be con- 
sidered in service until absolutely dischaged, and conse- 
quently were entitled to their full pay. I have heard some 
hints, sir, that the War Department has not carried into 
effect this law, and this decision, as was contemplated by 
Congress and those representatives who were looked to to 
guard and sustain the rights of those particular individuals. 
I do not know, sir, how far the War Department has fail 
ed in a compliance with the law ; nor have I any idea as to 
what extent those volunteers have been injured by the de- 
But [ hope, and I have no 
doubt, I will be able to obtain the information; and, if my 
fears are realized, and they have been defrauded out of any 
portion of the amount that Congress intended they should 
have, and I cannot obtain redress by an application to the 
Secretary of War, I will feel myself bound to bring the 


| subject again to the consideration of this House, believing 


that the representatives of the people are ready upon all oc- 
casions to do justice to the people. And I am glad now to 
have the assurance of the honorable chairman of the Co:n- 
mittee of Claims that he will afford all the aid in his power 
to render to the volunteers of my State ample compensation 
for their service and their losses at the next meeting of 
Congress. I have also a right to complain, on behalf of 
these men, in another puint of view. [am informed our 
volunteers were paid off in the depreciated bank paper that 
If this be 
true, and my former suggestions be true, that they have 
not been paid as much as Congress intendedthem to have, 
why, sir, your volunteer soldiery of Tennessee have been 
cheated and defrauded out of half, or at least a large por- 
tion, of their just dues. And if so, we must ask Congress 
hereafter, whenever the true state of facts can be ascertain- 
ed, to grant such relief as the merits of those claimants 
may justly and honestly demand. And J have no doubt, 
from,the disposition heretofore manifested by this House, 
and by the Committee of Claims, in relation to this deserv- 
ing and meritorious class of claimants, that ample relief will 
be awarded them. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY explained the grounds on which 
the Committee of Claims had reported the bill; and after a 
few remarks by Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Mr. EWING offered an amendment extending the pro- 
visions of the bill to all persons engaged in the service at 
the battle of Tippecanoe, and prior to the late war with 
Great Britain. 

After some few remarks by Mr. CARTER, the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to add a section to the bill 
providing payment for all horses impressed into the service 
in Florida. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. THOMPSON, WHIT- 
TLESEY, and CLARK, the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, the committee then 
rose and reported the bill to the House. 

The Seraxer having resumed the Chair, and the ques- 
tion being on the engrossment of the bill, 

Mr. EWING, after some remarks, renewed the amend- 
ment he had submitted in the Committee of the Whole, 
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and called for the yeas and nays on the question; which 
were not ordered, 

After a few words by Messrs. PETRIKIN, WHIT- 
TLESEY, and EWING, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. EWING then varied his amendment somewhat, 
and moved it again; but the CHAIR ruled it to be out of 
order. 

Mr. THOMPSON then renewed his amendiént made 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CARTER called for the yeas and nays, but the 
House refused to order them, and the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the further consideration of 
the bill be postponed until the first Monday in December 
next; lost. 

The bill then, having been ordered to be engrossed, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

THE CURRENCY OF THE DISTRICT. 

The Senate bill, restraining the circulation of small notes 
in the District of Columbia, came up, and was read twice. 
The question on its reference pending, 

Mr. PATTON moved its reference to the Comgnittee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved its postponement until the 
first Monday in December next. 


Mr. THOMAS suggested the Committee on the Judi- | 


ciary. 

Mr. BOULDIN was in favor of the motion of Mr. Par- 
tox. He was sure the Committee for the District would 
give the subject proper attention. 

Mr. ADAMS was in favor of the postponement. And 
he hopod that if it were referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, that committee would report that it 
was expedient to postpone it. After all the mass of legis- 
lation in the great State of New York, against such a cir- 
culation, it was still in full currency there, and it became 
Congress to pause before they adopted any such measure. 


ultimately derive from our reverses. A national visitation 
ought to be considered as a great providential lesson. It 
teaches the most momentous truths, and it teaches them 
in the most impressive manner, and what we have recently 
seen and felt will dispose us—if any thing can dispose 
us—to look the difficulties with which this subject is sur- 
rounded fairly in the face. 

Sir, it is surrounded with difficulties. Even in England, 
as you perceive from the citation I have just made, they are 
felt and acknowledged by the most able men. I have upon 
my desk many other proofs of the same fact. They abound, 


| for instance, in the minutes of evidence taken before the 


committee of the House of Commons on the renewal of 
the charter of the Bank of England, in 1832. You will 
find there, that while high authorities* agree in thinking 
that there should be but one bank of issue for the capital, 
at least, if not for the whole country, the representatives 
of the great commercial and manufacturing interests, on 
the contrary, protest against the continuance of a monopo- 
ly to which they impute the most sinister influence over 
their immense business,t and demand a system of joint- 
stock banks, regulated by principles more agreeable, as 
they contend, to the course and policy of trade. A third 
party insists upon the necessity of compelling all banks of 
issue to give adequate security to the public, (in Govern- 
ment stock, &c.) for the redemption of their issues,} while 
every stockholder or partner shall continue to be, as at 
present, responsible for all the debts of the company, to the 
whole amount of his private fortune. A fourth (and I 


, have received from London a little volume in which that 


Mr. HARLAN moved that the whole subject lie on the | 


table; which, being a question entitled to precedence, was 
entertained and carried. 


THE SUB-TREASURY BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then | this subject, how must it be with us, when to all the in- 


went into Committee of the Whole, and resumed the con- | 


sideration of the Senate bill imposing additional duties on 
certain officers. 

Mr. Dawson’s amendment, providing that State banks 
be used as places of special deposite for the revenue, being 
immediately under consideration, 

Mr. LEGARE rose and addressed the chair as follows: 

Mr. Chairman: I do not know how J can more appro- 
priately begin the remarks I am about to make, than in the 
very words with which a most able English writer, address- 
ing himself to the causes and character of the recent crisis, 
concludes his: ‘*The events (says Mr. Samuel Jones 


Lloyd, in a pamphlet published last spring) which have | 


occured in connexion with the late pressure upon the mon- 


eyed and mercantile interests, are fall of instructive illus- | the Executive in the general principles of constitutional 


trations of the effects, both beneficial and otherwise, of our | 


present system; and the evil consequences of this pressure 
will be as nothing, compared with its benefits; if, amongst 
these, we shall be enabled to reckon an increased degree of 
intelligence upon subjects connected with currency, and a 
nearer approximation to sound principles in the manage- 
ment of our paper issues.”” The revulsion, it is true, has 
been far more disastrous on this side of the Atlantic than 
in England; and yet even at its darkest period—now, as I 
confidently believe, passed away to give place to returning 
prosperity—I found consolation in the idea, that dearly as 
we were buying our experience in this important matter, 
the price would not be too high for the benefits we should 





opinion is most plausibly maintained) urges the most 


| unlimited freedom in banking; and sees no more danger to 


society from perfect liberty in this than in any other branch 
of business; the supplying, for example, the market of a 
great capital with the necessaries of tife.§ In this com- 
plexity and distraction of English opinion upon this sub- 
ject, however, all parties agree in one thing, and that is, 
in adhering to the paper system. Nobody there thinks of 
any thing so extravagant as the overthrow of that system, 
whatever defects may be seer or supposed to exist in it, or 


| whatever projects may have been imagined to purify, to 
| correct, and to improve it. 


But if such is the state of English opinion in regard to 


trinsic difficulties of the thing itself, we add those arising 
out of the complicated structure of our political institutions ? 
It would be hard enough to say what ought to be done, in 
the present emergency, were this a simple consolidated 
Government ; but how much harder is it to,advise the ad- 
ministration of a Federal Government as to the course it 
ought to pursue, where one happens to doubt its possessing 
all the power necessary to give complete relief, without a 
co-operation of others! For, sir, at the risk of being set 
down in that category of ** tiny politicians,” of whom the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. W. C. Jounson,] in a 
very amusing speech, in the course of which, however, he 
uttered some grave and important truths, spoke last night 
with such profound contempt, I must confess I agree with 


law involved in the message. In the divisions of the at- 
tributes of sovereignty between this Government and the 
States, it may and must happen, that we should experience 
sometimes a chasm, and sometimes a conflict of power 
More is taken from the States, perhaps, than has been 





* Messrs. Horsley, Palmer, Tooke, Rothchilds, &c. 

+Messrs. Burt, Sinith, and Dyer, of Manchester. It is worthy of re 
mark, that these remonstrances were admitted to be well fuunded 
the change which, in consequence of them, was made in the law, in 
reference to joint-stock banks beyond 65 miles from London 

t Messrs. Ricardo, McCulough, Norton, (the minutes, Xc., J 
cited.) 

§ Money and its Vicissitudes in Value, by the author of the Rationale 
of Political Representation, and Critical Dissertation on Val 
(Mr, Francis Bailey.) 








1548 


H. or R.} 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 


Sub-Treasury Bill. 





[Ocr. 13, 1837, 








given to the confederacy; neither can do enough, while 
each can do too much, for perfect harmony; defects, 
discrepancies, and contradictions, exist in the scheme 
itself, detected only in a long course of practice, and 
which nothing but practical skill, the wisdom called for 
and called forth in the management of great affairs, es- 
pecially political affairs, can reconcile and rectify. Un- 
doubtedly the task is an immensely difficult oune—but it 
must be undertaken and it must be dune. The subject be- 
fore the committee is an example of the high and difficult 
duties I refer to; nor can I imagine an occasion better fit- 
ted than this to awaken the House to a lively sense of its 
infinite responsibilities to the country. 

Judge, then, sir, with what deep disappointment and 
regret, [ learned that the bill on the table was to be pressed 
upon us at this short session. It is quite enough for me, 
that it proposes a great innovation upon the whole course 
of the Government, from its foundation up to the present 
moment, and upon all the habits of our people. They who 
see deeper or clearer into such matters than I do, must 
pardon me for declaring that I cannot conscientiouslyjvote 
for the measure in such haste. If I had no positive ob- 
jections to it, it would be quite enough for me, that I have 
not had sufficient time to reflect on it. During this extra- 
ordinary session, (for so it has been in every sense of the 
word, ) fatigued, harassed, exhausted, by incessant attend- 
ance, by night and by day, in this hall, it has not been in 
my power to inform myself on any subject as I could have 
wished to be able to do. I have had absolutely no time for 
minute research, hardly a few hours for calm reflection. 
Under such circumstances, I cannot vote for the bill. I 
must go home to my constituents and talk with them. 
Many, perhaps most of them, understand these matters 
better than I do; but when I left them, although this sub- 
ject had been discussed, and ably discussed, here and there, 
by an individual or two, public attention had not been 
awakened to it ; and nothing like an opinion—certainly no 
opinion favorable to the principle of the bill—had been 
formed in regard to it. 

And here, sir, I might take my seat again, if I had risen 


only to explain my own vote, or to influence those of | 


others, on the proposed measure. But the true issue seems 
to me very far to transcend, in importance, that single 
measure, important as it unquestionably is. It involves, in 
my opinion, the whole credit system of the country. I do 
not say that the bill on your table presents that issue, still 
less that the Executive message presented it, or propound- 
ed any principle or opinion that should lead to it. But no 
one who has watched the progress of this discussion, in 
this House or in the Senate—in or out of this Capitol— 
will deny that it must soon come to that. Sir, if there is 
any trath, at all, in what has been urged with great ability 
and all the zeal, I had almost said the fanaticism, of the 
deepest conviction, by men accustomed to influence, nay, 
even to control public opinion in different parts of this 
country—if they have any idea of rigorously carrying out 
the principles they profess, to their logical consequences, 
in practice—if what they say in the highest places, on the 
most solemn occasions, is not such idle declamation as such 
men are not to be suspected of—they mean that, and 
nothing short of that. Doctrines have been uttered, with 
all the authority which can be imparted to paradox from 
talent ripened by experience, which seem to me inconsis- 
tent with the constitution, not only of American, but of all 
modern society, with its whole spirit and tendency—with 
all its wants and all its ways. I have, sometimes, in the 
course ef the debates, looked around me to see where I 
really was—whether the shade of some old lawgiver, some 
Minos or Lycurgus, had not been evoked, to bring a de- 
generate age back to the stern principles of Dorian polity, 
to an agrarian equality of property, to iron money and 
black broth; or else, if it were not the spirit of Benedict 
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or Bernard, returned to the holy solitudes of Monte Cassino, 
or Cluni, or Citeaux, to preach to a world lost in vanity 
and pleasure the blessings of poverty and mortifications 
of the flesh. Now, sir, it may be true that luxury, ac- 
cording to the old saw, is the ruin of States, and that 
sumptuary and agrarian laws are necessary to maintain 
your true Spartan discipline. But I am excessively disin- 
clined to try any such experiment upon my constituents ; 
at least without receiving an express instruction, to that 
effect, from them. I am afraid they have no taste for 
black broth; that Spartan discipline will be irksome, and 
even revolting to them. In short, sir, I have reason to be. 
lieve, that, without being as deeply imbued, perhaps, a; 
other people are, with the spirit of the age, they do stil! 
partake too much of it, to be willing to forego the many 
agreeable objects that principally engage and excite it. 

Sir, I am far from denying that, in the eyes of a stern 
reformer, with opinions of a certain complexion, this gen- 
eration is a perverse and crooked one. We love money, 
I admit, as much as men ever did—certainly as much as 
they did in the Augustan age, nearly two thousand years 
ago. The committee will excuse my quoting a very com- 
mon piece of Latin to prove it, after the example of other 
gentlemen in this debate. 


Queerenda pecunia primum est ; 
Virtus post nummos—Heec Janus summus ab imo 


Prodocet, 

Make money by all means, and before all things. 
Washington street certifies it to Wall street, and Wall 
street declares it to Broadway, and Broadway proclaims it 
to Chesnut street, and Chesnut street publishes it to the 
whole country. We have the same strong thirst for gold 
which has unhappily afflicted mankind in other times, and 
especially in very civilized ages ; and the only difference is, 
that we have learned how to acquire, by honest means, a 
thousand times more of it. I will add, however, in justice 
to the age, that it has made a great discovery in social 
philosophy. We have found out that—what 1 would call 
physical civilization—a demand for the conveniences and 
accommodations of life, and an abundant supply of them 
is, and must be, the basis of all other civilization, that is 
intended to be high, solid, and lasting. Every real im- 
provement in the condition of mankind springs out of, or 
leads to, the elevating of the standard of comfort among a 
people. Sir, this is the grand work—the mission—of 
modern commerce, which, in my opinion, is just beginning 
to develop its mighty resources—to pour out the inex- 
haustible fulness of its treasures, and its blessings. A great 
revolution is taking place, has taken place, in human af- 
fairs. War is every day becoming a more remote contin- 
gency. Ido not say an impossibility. I know human 
nature too well for that. I am fully aware, too, how many 
disturbing causes, growing out of the history of the past, 
still exist to prevent the realizing, all at once, of the great 
end of Christian civilization, the dream of Henry LV, and 


| of Sully—the union of all nations in a state of peace under 


the protection of law. I know, especially, what is to be 
dreaded in this respect, from that dark power that hovers 
over the confines of Europe and Asia, and throws its vast 
shadows over both. But during my last residence of fou 
years abroad, I saw sufficient grounds of quarrel, to have 
led, under the old order of things, to twenty wars, as 
spreading and bloody as the thirty years’ war, or the sever 
years’ war—and yet these threatening differences passed 
harmlessly away; cloud after cloud dissolved as they rose 
above the horizon, leaving the sky more serene than before. 
Sir, itis a favorite phrase of those who boast of what is 
called the “ march of intellect,” that things are thus changed 
because the ‘‘ schoolmaster is abroad.’’ But I tell you 
something far more effective than the schoolmaster, a 
mightier than Solomon, is abroad. It is the steam-en- 
gine, in its twofold capacity of 2 means of production 
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and a means of transport—the most powerful instrument 
by far of pacification and commerce, and therefore of im- 
provement and happiness, that the world has ever seen ; 
which, while it increases capital, and multiplies beyond 
imagination the products of industry, brings the most dis- 
tant people into contract with one another—breaks down 
the barriers which exclusive legislation would oppose to 
the freedom of mercantile exchanges—effaces all peculiari- 
ties of national character, and promises, at no distant period, 
to make the whole Christian world, at least, one great 
family. Sir, the social effects of this great instrument of 
modern improvement, have been singularly promoted by a 
branch of industry in which the part of the country I have 
the honor to represent is most deeply interested ; and I will 
avail myself of this occasion to call the attention of the 
committee to a view of our Southern institutions, that 
may not have occurred to it before, or made the impression 
it ought to make upon it. I beg you, sir, to believe 


that I do not speak in what is called a ‘ sectional” spirit ; | 


for T protest before God that nothing can be further from 
my heart. But let not those whose minds have been re- 
cently so much inflamed against what they consider as the 
abomination of domestic servitude, shut their eyes to the 
truth. Sir, I allude to the cultivation of cotton, and its 


effects, through the commerce it fosters, upon the condition | 
Whoever shall write the political history of | 
that invaluable plant, will have a more important work to | 


of society. 


perform than has ever fallen to the lot of a biographer of 
statesmen or philosophers. I will venture to say, without 
going more into details, that the single circumstance of 
bringing the wonderfully cheap fabrics produced by modern 
machinery within the reach of even the humblest of the 
laboring classes, of substituting decent and comfortable 
raiment for the few scanty and filthy rags—the squalid ex- 
terior, which makes poverty not only more painful, but at 
once more humiliating and degrading to its victim, and 
more disgustful to others than it ought to be, will signally 
contribute to elevate the condition of the poor in the social 
scale, to raise their self esteem, and to increase the sym- 
pathy of others for them: in a word, to make them feel 
themselves men, entitled to a place among men; not pa- 
riahs and outcasts, whose contact is contamination. A 
people well clad and well housed will be sure to provide 
theinselves with all the other comforts of life ; and it is the 
diffusion of these comforts, and the growing taste for them 
among all classes of society in Europe—it is the desire of 
riches, as it is commonly called, that is gradually putting 
an end to the destructive and bloody game of war, and re- 
serving all the resources hitherto wasted by it, for enter- 
prises of industry and commerce, prosecuted with the fiery 
spirit which once vented itself in scenes of peril and car- 
nage. 

But, sir, the result of all this is that very inequality 
of wealth, that accumulation of vast masses of it in a few 
hands, against which we have heard so much said lately, 
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hind; the very haunt of the «* Wild Boar of the Ardennes,” 
(See Quentin Durward) in the good old times of the House 
of Burgundy. I returned to it in 1835, and saw it covered 
with mills and factories, begrimed with the smoke and soot 
of steam-engines ; its romantic beauty deformed, its sylvan 
solitudes disturbed and desecrated by the sounds of active 
industry, aud the busy hum of men. I asked what had 
brought about so great a change, and found the author of 
it—a man having a more numerous band of retainers and 
dependants than any baron bold of the fourteenth century, 
and in every respect more important than many of the sov- 
ereign princes on the other side of the Rhine—was an En- 
glish manufacturer, who had established himself there 
some twenty years ago, without much capital, and had ef- 
fected all this by his industry and enterprise. Such, sir, 
is the spirit of the age; of course, in this young and won- 
derfully progressive country, it is more eager and ardent, 
and therefore occasionally extravagant, than anywhere else. 
But it is vain to resist it. Nay, I believe it worse than vain. 
It is evidently in the order of nature, and we must take it 
with all its good and all its evils together. The great de- 
sign of Providence, in giving to the most active and enter- 
prising of all races, a new world to possess, to build up and 
to adorn, are not to be thwarted by our policy, even if we 
thought it good policy to thwart them; all the instincts of 
that race would revolt at a system which would disappoint 
its high destiny. 

Mr. Chairman, I have made these general remarks, be- 
cause, as you will have perceived, they have a direct and 
important bearing upon the collateral issue presented by the 
advocates of this bill, though not in the bill itself as some- 
thing to be accomplished hereafter. In a country so much 
governed by opinion, it is all important that opinion should 
be enlightened ; and errors uttered by distinguished men in 
high stations, and surrounded with whatever talent can 
contribute to render them seductive and imposing, cannot, 
without public detriment, be suffered to pass unnoticed 
On this occasion, as I have already intimated, it is far less 
the measure proposed, than what I consider as the quo 
animo of its advocates here and elsewhere, that has excited 
my alarms and my opposition. But I have objections, 
which I will now proceed to state, to the policy of the bill 
itself. 

There are two very distinct questions presented to the 
committee. The first is, shall the revenues be collected 


| only in gold and silver; the second, how shall they, when 


| 
| 
| 


collected, be kept and disbursed; shal] sub-treasuries be 
established by the Government, or shall banks be employed 
for that purpose as heretofure—and if the latter course be 


| preferred, then shall the banks be allowed the use of the 


} 
| 


as if it was something inconsistent with the liberties, the 
| 


happiness, and the moral and intellectual improvement of 
maukind. Gigantic fortunes are acquired by a few years 


rival and surpass the princes of the earth in opulence and 
splendor. The face of Europe is changed by this active 
industry, working with such mighty instruments, on so 
great a scale. I have travelled in parts of the continent 
which the spirit of gain, with its usual concomitants, in- 
dustry and improvement, has invaded since the peace, at 
an interval of fifteen years, and been struck with the revo- 
lution that is going on, 

There is a singularly beautiful, though rather barren tract 
of country between Liege and Spa, where, in 1819, my 
attention had been principally attracted by the striking fea- 
tures of a mountainous region, with here and there a ruin 
of the feudal past, and here and there a hovel of some poor 


public deposites, or shall special deposites only be made 
with them. It is very evident that these propositions have 
no necessary connexion with each other, and that either of 
them may be approved or rejected, by those who do not 
reject or approve the other. 

As to the collection of the revenue in specie, my objec- 


| tions are by no means so strong, or I should say so vehement 


| now, as they were at the opening of the session, when gold 
of prosperous commerce—mechanics and manufacturers | 


and silver were selling ata premium of nine or ten per cent. 
At that time it appeared to me that such a measure would 
have been a mere wanton act of oppression upon the people 
of the States, for no earthly good purpose whatever. It 
would have been simply authorizing usurcrs and money 
brokers to lay upon the inporters, and, through these, upon 
the consumers of foreign goods, that is to say, upon the 
public, and especially upon the planters of the South, a 
tariff of duties, in a good degree arbitrary, for their own 
benefit, and that of the functionaries of the Government. 
Believing, as I did and do, that the paper circulation of the 


country, from the great and sudden contraction in conse- 
quence of the panic, was rather too much reduced than re- 
dundant, I confess, as I said on a former occasion, I could 
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not see that justice, at least that equity and good conscience, 
made it imperative upon us to resort to so stern a measure ; 
especially, as the idea of furnishing, by that means, a 
broader metallic basis for our circulation, had proved itself, 
to our very senses, to be completely fallacious. We all now 
see that not a dollar collected by the Government, and 
disbursed by its creditors, circulates for one moment as 
money, hut is carefully hoarded, and sold as merchandise ; 
and that it will continue to be the case, so long as, from 
any cause whatever, exchanges shall be unfavorable to the 
country, is equally evident. 

I adinit that, since the fall of the price of gold and silver 
to five per cent., this objection loses somewhat of its weight, 
but it loses none of its truth. ‘The same law of currency 
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a relation towards them, you might, if you gave 
yourselves the least trouble about the matter, exercise a 
most salutary control over them, and remedy those great 
inconveniences for the benefit of us all. For, sir, it is not 
enough to say you have no power, strictly so called, under 
the constitution, to regulate the currency. I admit that 
you have none. Whatthen? Have you no influence— 
influence of example—influence of precept—influence of 
authority—influence of patronage—influence of connexion 
and custom in business, in the use of these very deposites’ 
Has not the constitution provided that all defects in ow 
institutions shall be corrected by amendments regularly re 


commended and introduced, and is it not one of your duties 


now operates, though in a mitigated degree, to make it an | 


objectionable measure to repeal the act of 1816, and sv to | 


discredit, pro tanto, all bank notes in perpetuity. Yes, 
sir, to organize panic and perpetuate distrust, so far as your 
example has any weight. And why doso? What apol- 
ogy have you to make for an act that certainly requires 
one? What public occassion, what pressing exigency re- 
quires it? ‘The message puts the subject, I admit, in a 
very specious and captivating form ; it supposes the case of 
a war, and the Government to find its treasure suddenly 
turned into bank credits; and we are asked whether such a 
thing could be borne. But admit that, in case of war, the 
Government would be driven to that, or any other measure 
of equal or even greater severity. What then? Does it 
follow that such a system should be unnecessarily adopted 
in time of peace? But the truth is, that, even in time of 
war, it would make less difference to the Government than 
is generally supposed. Certainly some of its operations, 
distant naval expeditions, and the like, would require gold 
and silver, and they must be had, at whatever price, from 
within or from abroad; but, after all, with such credit as 
that of the United States now is, it is impessible to imagine 
that the nation should be embarrassed, even for a single 
moment, by the failure of its banks to pay some millions in 
gold and silver. Look at England, in the eventful period 
between the suspension of payment in 1797 and the peace 
of 1815. It is now universally confessed that that meas- 
sure, and that measure alone, boldly empirical as it was 
once thought, enabled her to sustain the burdens of that 
terrible conflict, and to achieve a triumph worthy of her 
generous constancy under misfortune. I do not, therefore, 
see how even the necessities of war would compel Govern- 
ment, abounding in such resources of public credit as no 
other Government ever enjoyed, to resort to a measure so 
novel, so harsh, so inconsistent with the established order 
of things in the country, and with all the habits of the 
people. 

But the great objection with me is that which appears 
from a passage quoted by the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Garuanp, ] to have presented itself to Mr. Dallas, in 
1815, You will do some harm by refusing bank paper ; 
considering how little specie there has ever been in this 
country, you may, by requiring it te be paid to you ina 
large amount annuully, make it always an article of mer- 
chandise ; you will thus permanently discredit bank notes, 
and render impossible the resturation of their convertibility. 
But that is not all; even should this mischief not ensue, 


you at least, by thus rejecting them, to the whole extent of 


your transactions, abandon the currency to its fate, under 
the administration of the States. You make no efforts, you 
exert no influence, to maintain its purity and uniformity, 
by distinguishing between corporations which redeem their 
notes and those which are notoriously insolvent. You 
proclaim your distrust of all of them alike ; you write it in 
your statute-book; however disastrous the condition of the 
monetary concerns of the States may be, through want of 
skill or want of concert, you leave them to themselves, and 
that when standing in the must intimate and the most com- 


| for counsel, 


so to recommend and introduce them? 

Why do you not urge upen the States any reform you 
may judge necessary in the matter? I appeal to every one 
that hears me, what he should think of an individual, who, 
possessing immense influence in a community, with an in- 
come of many millions a year, should, in a time of trouble, 
coolly withdraw himself from society, and hoard his money, 
like a usurer in a commereial panic, waiting until the ex 
treme necessities of his neighbors shall throw them upon 
his mercy? [Is this the morality we are taught in our pri- 
vote relations? Shall nothing be expected from him to 
whom se much has been given? Shall he hide his light 
under a bushel? Shall he bury his ten talents in the 
earth, and escape condemnation as an unprofitable servant ' 
And shall that de right in a Government, which, in a pri 
vate person, shocks the moral sense of all mankind—in a 
Government standing towards the people of this country in 
relations so very peculiar? Sir, what answer would you have 
to give to the States, if, in a moment of public calamity, 
like that which is just passing away, feeling their distresses 
aggravated through your harsh exactions of what their peo- 
ple had not to give, appealing in vain to you for succor or 
they were to hold to you the language which 
indignation ‘and astonishment would naturally iuspire under 
such extraordinary circumstances! If they were to say to 
you, ** We have done every thing to exalt and to magnify 


| you—we have clothed you with authority and awe—we 


have armed you with mighty powers, with the axes and 
fasces of supreme jurisdiction—we have surrounded you 
with all the glorious equipage and pomp of empire, endow- 


ed you with a vast treasury, with fleets, armies, senates, 


and judges—tbat palace, these gorgeous domes—this cap/- 
tolium fulgens—what for? That you should renounce all 
community of interest, all sympathy with us? That there 
should be no ties of affection or of duiy between us? That 
you should ostentatiously proclaim yourselves, as your 
worst enemies have sometimes alleged that your are, a for 
eign Government in the midst of our country, and even 
avail yourselves of a moment of cruel revulsion and calam- 
ity, to make us feel that you are so in spirit and in truth! 
Sir, I do not know, I cannot conceive, how such a course 
should fail to strike every body as a perversion of all the 
eternal obligations of morality, which are, and ought to be, 
as binding upon communities as upon the individuals that 
compose them; how gentlemen can, at such a moment as 
the present, entertain, without emotion, the strange prop- 
osition that this Government should bury itself, like Sarda 
napalus, in a selfish repose, a degenerate and inglorious in- 
difference to all the interests of the country; or, if I ca 
make such a comparison without shocking them too much, 
that, like Nero, it should fiddle while Rome is burning. 
Agreeing, then, sir, with the Executive in the principles 
laid down in the message, I differ with it in the prectical 
inferences deduced from them. In the division of power 
between the Government and the States, I think with it, 
that all that is required to meet this emergency, has not 
been given to the former. But the inadequacy of our pow- 
ers is no excuse for not exerting them to the uttermost for 
the public good, especially as there is reason to think that the 
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convention did not foresee the present state of things. We 
can do much, if we cannot do every thing. The occasion 
calls only for a good will, and a moderate share of practical 
ability ; and I have no hesitation in saying, that among the 
existing banking institutions of the country, can be found 
ample means of accomplishing the two great objects of re- 
storing specie payments, and maintaining hereafter, in all 
ordinary times, a convertible currency, which is all that 
we can expect to do. 

Sir, [do not wish to be misunderstood. It is of the 
utmost importance that the paper of the banks should not 
only not in fact be depreciated, (as I believe is actually the 
case,) but should be able to stand the only sure, and, to 
the public at large, satisfactory, test of that fact; I mean 
convertibility into specie. I am fully aware that the ac- 
cident of a failure in the means of making their payments 
in the precious metals, is one against which, according to 
the course of modern commerce, there can be no complete 
security ; and that nothing can be more absurdly exagger- 
ated, than the importance attached to that occurrence, by 
persons not familiar with the principles of banking, when 
it happens in consequence of an extraordinary demand 
from abroad, or a ‘sudden panic within. Nay, more; I 
admit that the most usual effect of a great revulsion in 
trade, is, to throw much paper out of circulation ; to con- 
tract the currency, and so to bring down exchanges and 


prices, and raise the value of the money that remains | 


in the hands of the public. But a suspension of specie 
payments, though it may not be a present evil, is always 
fraught with danger. It is the indispensable dutv of a 
statesman to put an end to it as soon as possible, either by 
encouragement or by compulsion. It is for this, among 
other reasons, that I so cheerfully acquiesced in the issuing 
of Treasury notes; inasmuch as it relieved us from the 
necessity either of directly refusing to take the paper of 
the banks at par, or, by receiving it, (as we might other- 
wise very safely have done,) of betraying those companies 
into an impolitic enlargement of their issues, before the 
balance of payments had been turned in our favor, as I 
hope it will be, by the coming crop. I regarded it as an 
excellent temporary expedient, for avoiding, at present, 
this choice of evils. So far, I think nothing more un- 
founded than the general charge of insolvency against all 
our banks, which ts so inconsiderately uttered by the press, 
and in debate, as well as the assertion repeated over and 
over again, on this floor, that the country is laboring under 
an excessive and depreciated currency. It is not yet so; 
but it will, I fear, very soon be so, if the banks do not 
make un effort to return to specie payments in the course 
of afew months. Now is the time todo so: now that 
their issues are contracted ; that importations have been 
checked ; that exchanges are become more favorable; and 
that the great southern crops are about to be sent forward 
to make them still more so. Let every one interested in 
the fate of these institutions, «s well as in the commercial 
prosperity of the country, exert whatever influence he may 
possess, to bring about that result; and to deliver the banks 
from the temptations to dangerous excess, to which the re- 
turn of an active and prosperous business will inevitably 
expuse them, if they do not, once more, lay themselves 
inder the restraint of convertibility. 

Sir, should hey unhappily take a different course, and 
should this Government, after using all its influence and 
authority to establish the currency of the country on a 
better footing, fail of success in its most zealous endeavors, 
I admit that it may be driven to the necessity of taking 
care of its own business and creditors, by independent 
legislation of its own. ‘There is no doubt that @ variously 
depreciated currency cannot be tolerated as the settled sys- 
tein of the country. he ports of one State canuot be 
preferred to those of another, in this way, any more than 
by an express statute to that effect. Nor can the public 
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creditor be justly paid in money really depreciated—I mean 
not in reference merely to gold and silver, which are them- 
selves liable to great fluctuations in value, but to the gen- 
eral mass of commoilities that compose the conveniences 
and necessaries of life. The effects of a redundant cur- 
rency, when once they begin to be distinctly perceived, are 
counteracted by a general rise of prices. Money is twice 
as easy to be got, but you have to pay twice as much for 
every thing which it buys. But there is one class of per- 
sons who have no means of indemnifying themselves by 
raising the nominal value of their property or their claims. 


| It is the class of those who live on fixed incomes—annui- 


tants, fundholders, functionaries of States, pensioners. 
They are paid a certain sum, and with every diminution in 
the value it expresses, they lose just so much of what they 
are fairly entitled to. In this view of the subject, there- 
fore, it is quite clear, that Government is under the highest 
of all moral obligations to see that their dues be not psid 
them in what is really worth a great deal less than it pur- 
ports to be. 

What I have hitherto said relates to the first question 
propounded by the bill on your table—shall gold and silver 
only be received in payment of Government dues? As to 
the second inquiry, sir, whether the revenue shall be kept 
by officers of our own, or by the banks; and if the latter, 
whether in the shape of special or general deposite, so 
much has been said, and so ably said, upon that head, 
against the system recommended by the message, that I 
am very little disposed to trouble the committee with any 


| additional remarks in regard to it. WereI driven to make 


a choice between the two plans referred to, I should, as at 
present advised, greatly prefer that of a special deposite, 
ona small commission, as at once the safest, the cheapest, 
aid most simple—as departing less from our previous 
customs, and not being so liable to the great practical ob- 
jection of going permanently to increase the already enor- 
mous and disproportionate influence of the Executive power, 
which, beyond all doubt, far exceeds any thing that was 


| anticipated by the founders of the Government, and serious- 


ly threatens to disturb, if not to subvert, the whole balance 
of the constitution. I need not say that I have no refer- 
ence whatever tu the present, or any other individual in- 
cumbent. I speak of the operations of great generAl causes, 
and of a system, whose effects are almost entirely inde- 
pendent of the will of man. Another very great objection 
to the scheme reported by the committee, is its resemblance, 
or, at least, its fearful leaning to that of a great political 
bank of the United States, of which a justly celebrated re- 
port of one of my predecessors, upon this floor,* demon- 
strated, some years ago, the dangers aud inconveniences, 
as I have always supposed, to the universal conviction of 
the people. But although I should prefer the special de- 
posite system to that of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, I am not yet prepared to adopt it. ‘That immense 
benefits have been conferred upon the country, by adding 
to its productive capital, the large amounts of public money 
which would otherwise have lain dormant in the Treasury, 
does not admit of a question. I will venture to say that in 


| the course of the half century that has elapsed since ’89, 


countless millions have been the fruit of this truly paternal 


| and beneficent system. Our predecessors, Mr. Dallas 


among them, seem to have been deeply impressed with 


* Mr. McDuffie. Report of the Committee of Ways and Means, in 
1831. Mr. Gallatin remarks of this system of sub-treasuries, presented 
as an alternative a bank of the United States, in his celebrated 
pamphlet on that subject, that with the exception of the power of re- 
ceiving private deposites, the object of which provision is not perceiv 
ed. this is precisely the speci s of national bank which hus been sug 
gested in the President’s last message, (183).) The question whether 
the purchase «f drafts woul:|, as we think, be a charge on the Treas 
ury, or prove. as seems to be expected, a source of profit, is one of 
secondary importance. It is sufficient to observe that the issues of the 
State banks cou!d not, nor indeed is it expected that they could, be 
checked by this plan.—Note by Mr. L 
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this view of the subject. They seem to have felt them- 
selves bound to render our system of taxation, which, even 
in its mildest form, is, in fact, a confiscation of private prop- 
erty for public uses, as little burdensome as possible to the 
community. Sir, whatever we may think ofthe policy of 
pursuing their footsteps any further, no one can deny that 
they are entitled to the gratitude of the country for the 
past; and I, for one, am too sensible of the benefit, to 
throw it away without very mature consideration, unless 
under the pressure of a cogent necessity. 

But we have been told, sir, that, far from being an inno- 
vation, this mode of collecting the public revenues was 
universal from the earliest times until the beginning of the 
last century—that is to say, until an age of philosophic 
light and diffusive civilization, at which another good old 
plan, established from time immemorial, the burning of 
witches and heretics, unhappily ceased too. This coinci- 
dence certainly appears to me to be entitled to some con- 
sideration; the co:mmittee will see, that in the matter of 
innovation, going back too far is at least as dangerous as 
going forward too rapidly. But there has been another 
reference to the examples of the past which struck me still 
more forcibly as a most extraordinary perversion of the 
lessons of experience. Sir, I du confess to you, that be- 
fore any discussion had taken place in either part of this 
Capitol on the subject before you—long before I had 
heard of that allusion to the Questor, referred to the other 
day by my eloquent friend from New York, {Mr. Horr- 


MAN, ] at the bare stating of this project in its first concep- | 


tion and most general outlines, certain images presented 
themselves to my mind, and have ever since haunted it, 
in spite of all I could do to banish them. 
that, in my simple way of considering such matters, shock- 
ed and alarmed me—ideas of Roman conquest and Asiatic 
despotism. I thought of that most fearful of all things, a 
vast empire with power centralized at its capital, with 
commerce centralizing by the inevitable course of trade, 
which always and everywhere tends to centralization, at 
some great emporium, with its revenues collected only in 
gold and silver, to be hoarded, as was the way at Rome and 
Babylon or Persepolis. I fancied [ could see one of the 
Proconsuls or pretors—the Bashaws of the republic, as 
Montesquieu s2 justly calls them—Verres, for example— 
going forth with the same Questor, surrounded with an 
army of publicans or farmers of the revenue, to gather the 
dues of Rome ina devoted province—anuther Sicily—as 
dues were wont to be gathered by the satraps of that mili- 
tary commonwealth, that is to say, wrung with their blood 


waste, without remorse, to glut the-rapacity of conquest. Sir, 
I little imagined that such a system would have been cited, 
nay, alluded to, in this age, except with a view to inspire 
the horror and execration it is so well calculated to excite. 
Roman example! ‘* The Demon city,” (as it has been 
called by a writer of genius—Herder,) whose whole histo- 
ry, from bi ginning to end, is a tragedy far deeper and 
more dreadful than the tale of CEdipus or the Atridw, and 
leading to a catastrophe of an awful political justice. 
Why, sir, there is nothing in the annals of Mongolian 
conquest, worse than the ravages perpetrated by her con- 
suls—by Mummius, Paulus, A milius, Sylla—in some of 
the fairest and most civilized portions of the earth. ‘here 
were flourishing countries, whose fertility and population 
were exhausted by a perpetual drain of corn and gladiators 
to feed her lazy and licentivus populace, and amuse them 
with the unutterable atrocities of her ampitheatre. And 
what was the end of all this misrule? Weakness, pover- 
ty, desolation, barbarism—the Goth, the Vandal, the Hun. 
Yet long before the footstep of a barbarian had been im- 
pressed upon the soil of the empire, as Gibbon has well 
remarked ; long before that scourge of God, under whose 
horses’ hoof the grass was said never to grow again, had 


They were ideas | 
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been sent to avenge the wrongs of mankind, in the course 
of half a century after Constantine had founded a new 
Rome, whole tracts of fertile country had been completely 
depopulated and abandoned. Even of that paradise of ail 
this earth, on which poetry and panegyric have been ex- 
hausted in every age, in all languages, the Campania Je- 
liz, a very considerable portion was become a waste. 
Nor, sir, was this owing to the despotism of the Caesars, 
as an excellent writer has well observed, (Jacobs, ) in ref- 
erence to this passage of the ** Decline and Fall,” and as 
There co-operated 
with that misgovernment, a curse which has been said, 
and is thus proved, to be worse than ‘‘ the inclemency of 
the seasons and the barrenness of the earth,” (Ad. Smith, ) 
a decreasing currency. The supply of the precious metals 
had been for upwards of two centuries continually dimin- 
ishing, while the quantity of them sent in quest of luxu 

ries to the East, to return no more, had been increasing in 


| the same proportion, and a revenue of £15,000,000 or 


£20,000,000 was constantly levied in gold and silver, to 
be expended at a distant capital, or on the frontiers. This 
important fact speaks volumes to us on this subject. It is 
unquestionably true that one of the greatest calamities of 
the declining empire, was a circulation diminishing so 
frightfully that the pay of a general in the the third centu- 


| ry was nominally not higher than that of a private had 
| been in the reign of Augustas, (Herder.) So much for 


the Roman sub-Treasury system, and the example of the 
Questor ! 

But, sir, another objection to the present system is, that 
it leads to fluctuations in the currency; and that brings 
me to consider the general effects of the credit system upon 
the prosperity of the country. 

I begin by admitting that there is something in this ob- 
jection, but by no means as much as is thought by persons 
who have not very attentively considered the subject. Un- 
doubtedly if your revenue, instead of being uniform, or at 
least varying very little from year to year, be permitted to 
fluctuate extremely—if a great surplus like that of which 
you disposed last year is to be allowed ever and anon to 
accumulate, and then to be withdrawn from one depository 
and scattered among many others; to be again suddenly 
withdrawn from them, and ultimately distributed without 
reference to the wants of commerce and the course of busi- 
ness, but on merely arbitrary principles, among the States; 
if such financial blunders are to be repeated often in our 
future policy, we should do well to confine the effects of 


| them within as narrow limits as possible, and even a system 
from subjugated nations, whose pleasant places were laid | 


| 
| 


of hoarding might, in such a case, perhaps, do less harm 
than all this vexatious irregulurity and uncertainty. But, 
in the first place, whose fault was that? Whose legisla- 
tiun occasioned that preposterous accumulation? Whose 
unequal and oppressive tariffs extorted from commerce the 
vast sums which were afterwards to be lavished upon it with 
such intoxicating effects? Yours, sir; this House, this 
Congress is responsible for whatever mischiefs grew out of 
that strange anomaly. Let the blame light upon the heads 
of the guilty. I trust in God we are not destined soon to 
see another such surplus—and if we should, most certainly 
[ should expect proper precautions to be adopted to prevent 
its operatin™ again so powerfully to derange the business ot 
the country. But what sort of argument is it against the 
comparatively moderate deposites made in the ordinary 
course of things by the Government, to recompense the 
banks for their services as fiscal agents, and make taxation 
less oppressive, that an enormous accumulation like that 
referred to, so capriciously disposed of, so violently trans- 
ferred from one place of deposite to another, produced 
much evil? And here, sir, I beg to ask gentlemen, whet)- 
er it has ever occurred to them to imagine what would 
have been the effect—what would always be the effect— 
of such an accumulation, if it had been in gold and silver! 
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What if our revenues should ever agaim amount to what 
they were in 1815? Will any man undertake to say 
that the abstraction from the circulation of the commercial 
world of so large a sum as forty or fifty millions of specie, 
would not, at any time, occasion a serious derangement of 
business and fall of prices abroad, attended with all the 
usual evils of such,an event! I shall advert, hereafter, 
more. particularly, to the important subject of the supply 
of the precious metals for the purposes of commerce; but 
] here call the attention of the committee to a view of it 
that is entitled to their profound consideration.. If I do 
not greatly err, in all the conclusions to which I have been 
brought by my researches in this matter, no calculation 
can be made of the effect which the adoption—I will not 
say of the ** hard money system,” but of auy sytem what- 
ever, calling for a much greater demand of the precious 
metals—might have upon the state of trade. 

Sir, I have said that the importance of these fluctuations 
in the paper currency of a country, have been very much 
overrated.. Some people seem tv think an expansion in 
the circulating medium. must always be attended with a 
sudden rise in prices, and a spirit of extravagant~specula- 
tion. Butitis not se. Mr. Tooke has shown that these 
two things have in fact very seldom coincided—that spec- 
ulation depends, in the first instanee, upon moral causes 
wholly unconnected with the stute of the currency ; and, 
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although an abundance of money may, and does aggra- | 


vate the evil where it exists, yet, by itself, it never leads 
to any excitement. ‘Take any example of a commercial 
crisis you please, and you will find that there were extra- 
ordinary circumstances which acted on the imaginations of 
men—florid pictures of general prosperity, bright visions of 
possible success in new channels of trade, and adventures 
as yet untried. 
terrible convulsion in England in 1825, the most serious 
perhaps that she has ever passed through. 
was a most depressed state of prices below the cost of pro- 
duction. ‘The lowering of the interest on an immense 
amount of Government stock in 1823 and ’24, engendered 
an impatient desire of more profitable investments. Then 
came the acknowledgment of the independenee of. the 
South American States, with hopes of advantageous loans 
to the new Governments, of great mining speculations, 
and of a vast extension of all branchés of ‘trade, upon 
which that great political event,,it. was supposed, could 
not fail to produce sudden and iticalculable effects. The 
spirit of adventure thus” awakened, soon spread itself 


abroad over every department of commerce; and a moral | 
epidemic, as it has been well termed, broke out, such as | 


no policy of Government, of free Government at least, 
could possibly control. But the same excitement would 
have occurred had the circulation of England been metal- 
lic; and, sir, a proof of it is to be found in the fact that, 
owing to a long series of good harvests, and to the prepa- 
rations which the Bank of England had been making to 
substitute gold for the small notes which still circulated in 


1824, her treasure was unusually large, (something like | 


£13,000,000 instead of £10,000,000, its regular maxi- 
mum,) and so far as her issues had any thing to do with 
exciting the spirit of circulation, it was not a deficiency, 
but an excess of bullion that occasioned the mischief— 
Just as was the case in this country during the last two 
years. I say, sir, this spirit of speculation is incident to 
the adventurous operations of commerce, and it makes no 
difference whether those operations be carried on in specie 
or in paper. “The gentleman from Pennsylvania who sits 
near me, [Mr. Sexexanr,] anticipated me in citing the 
exainple of the famous bubble year in England, (1721,) 
when, as he justly remarked, the circulation of that coun- 
try might be considered as almost exclusively metallic, for 
the issues of the bank were what they had been for some 
years before, only about £2,000,000, and not more than 
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half what they were in a few years after, in a state of per- 
fect calm. But I will add another instance, a most mem- 
orable and instructive one, from our own history. If this 
country has ever been blessed with a purely metallic cur- 
tency, it was shortly after the peace of '83, and from that 
epoch until the establishment of the first Bank of: the 
United States; and, sir, if a man were called to point out 
that era in its history in which its pecuniary condition 
was most deplorable, he would, without hesitation, name 
that, There was a want of money, even to transact the 
ordinary business of life ; a good portion of the little trade 
left us was carried on by barter ;* industry was languish- 
ing for want of the means of exchanging its products; no- 
body had any credit; all was embarrassment, despenden- 
cy, and gloom. In the midst of all this distress, there 
was a cry, not for hard money, as in the present crisis— 
they had enough of that, in one sense, at least—but for the 
good old-fashioned paper money. issued by the States, and 
the discontents of some of the boldest and most active 
spirits of New England broke out into open revolt against 
society, and seriously threatened its overthrow. Sir, 
never since we have been a people, have we passed through 
a period so full of perils of all sorts! Never was the mo- 
tality of the nation put to so severe'a trial; or its peace 
and its institutions, and its destinies brought so near to 
the very edge of the precipice: ‘And what was the iminc- 
diate cause of all this intense pecuniary distress? Spec- 


| ulation, sir, far: wilder, im- proportion, than any that has 


‘There is a remarkable proof of this in the | 


| 
1 








since occurred: We had ifmported in the two first years 
after the peace, a large ambunt, $30,000,000, against ex- 
ports of some eight or nime:millions. Look into Pitkin’s 
Statistics. . And yet with a fact from our own history, so 
important, so authentic, so full of instraction on all the 
points involved-in this discassion, you hear able and lead- 
ing men speak of the spirit of speculation, as something 
inseparably connected with paper money alone. No, sir, 
it results from what is called the ‘* course of trade,” in its 
perpetual round of quiescence—improvement—increasing 
eonfidence—- prosperity —excitement—-overtrading—-con- 
vulsion—stagnation—pressure—distress—ending in quies- 


| cence again.t Nor is it by bank issues, even where banks 


most abound, that it is supplied with the means of com- 
passing its object. In 1825, it is said that mercantile pa- 
per to the amount of near $600,000,000 was negotiated in 
London. Mr. Rothschild mentions that his house receiv- 
ed, in the course of two months, bills to the amount of a 
million and a half,+ while the circulation of the Bank of 
England, and the country banks together, did not exceed 
thirty millions. It is commercial credit and private loans, 
that at such periods encourage and sustain those great and 
perilous operations—not banks, not bank notes, not redun- 
dant currency, strictly so called. 

But, if banks do not occasion such excitements, they, 
on the other hand, greatly mitigate the eilects of the revul- 
sion that follows. We had no banks in this country in 
’86 to help the people in their distress, as the Bank of 


England aided and saved the commercial community of 


England in 1825. 

But let us look a little more closely into the causes of 
the late excitement in the moneyed and commercial inter- 
ests of this country. In my opinion, they have been too 
partially considered, and we have added to our other mis- 
fortunes mutual reproaches, which are certainly (I speak 
it with the profoundest deference for the very able persons 
with whom I differ) not all of them well founded. The 
merchants, as a body, have been censured for imprudent 
and profligate speculation. They, in turn, accuse the Gov- 
ernment of a wanton and even wicked tampering with the 
great interests of commerce, which Governments seldom 





* Washington's writings, vol. IX. Hamilton’s report on the Bank 
in 1790 
t Mr. S. Jones Lioyd. ¢“ Minutes of Evidence,” Ke. in 182 
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touch without doing some mischief. Sir, Ido not think 
this a fit oceasion for angry recrimination, and having been 
absent during the conflict to which I allude, }] desire to 
mingle as little as possible in the passions of the past. I 
must say, however, that I incline to believe more import- 
ance has been attached to the specie circular, in a mere 
economical point of view, ([ say nothing of its political 
character, ) than it deserves. I do not mean to affirm that 
it had not its share in adding to the embarrassments of the 
money market after the revulsion had began. But the 
tide had turned before. ‘That paper was issued here on 
the 11th of July, 1836. Now, as early as the Ist of July, 
the Bank of England had felt itself constrained to adopt a 
course which led to an instant fall of prices, and this fall 
of prices was in a short time as much as 20 or 30 per cent. 


Habes con- 
Now, sir, be pleased to consider what 


admits the fact, and justifies the proceeding. 
Jitentem reum.* 


frightful havoc a loss of 20 or 30 per cent. on 1,500,000 | 
bales of cotton alone would occasion in the commercial | 


world, especially when such a terrible deficit happens to be 
accompanied by a contraction of bank issues, and great 


scarcity in the money market, at a period of prodigious ex- | 


citement in every branch of trade, (for it is then only that 
contractions are dangerous, ) and of speculative investments 
in every sort of enterprise. ‘The Bank of England, through 
its deputy governor, alleges, in justification of its course, 
that its treasure, which was just beginning to recover from 
the drain occasioned by speculations in Spanish and Por- 
tuguese funds, during the year 1834—another phrensy of 
the times, that led to a catastrophe which I witnessed in 
the spring of 1835, and in hard-money countries, too— 


was again reduced by drafts made upon it, for various pur- | 


poses, in America, to the amount of £2,600,000. Of 
this amount, £1,200,000 was borrowed for the Bank of 


doubt, in canal and railway or bank stock ; or, to supply, 


occasioned by the prohibition, in some of the States, of 
small notes, or the new demand for gold consequent upon 
the change introduced by the gold bill, in the session of 
1835. Sir, as the guardian of the currency of England, 


passing of the Reform Bill, to the amount of £2,000,000, 
which never returned to the bank, and was supposed to 
have been hoarded, but which I believe came hither. This 
circumstance was, at the time, attributed to a political trick, 
to prejudice the minds of the people against the great meas- 
ure then before Parliament. I have reason, however, (o 
know, that the panic was by no means feigned ; that ap- 
prehensions of revolution were seriously entertained by 
many of the higher classes in England; and, as the pay- 
ment of our national debt, and our immense prosperity, 
had called the attention of European capitalists to this coun- 
try, large amounts were sent hither, not only in quest of 
higher interest, but as a safer investment than could be mae 
at home ; for in the present state of the world, capital will 


| go abroad, in spite of all the contrivances of Government, 
Mr. Horsley Palmer, in the pamphlet already alluded to, | 


recommended, I regret to say, by Mr. Palmer, to prevent 
it seeking more profitable employment there. We know 
all this now, and we see what this vast influx of British 
gold and British credit had to do with prices and specula- 
tion here; but who saw it then? How was the merchant 
to know what was at hand? That the ground upon which 
he stood, or thought he was standing, covered an abyss that 
was so soon to open and swallow him up; that the scene 


| of most flattering prosperity which had for five years 


excited and entranced his senses, was to vanish like a 
dream, at the touch of a foreign Power? 

A great many cireumstances conspired to keep up thi 
delusion, and even seme which one might have thought 


, would produce the very opposite effect. ‘Thus the removal 


of the deposites, and the panic and contraction in 1834, 
consequent upon that measure, led to further importations 


| of the precious metals, and accordingly it appears that there 


| 


was an accession of nearly twelve millions of specie in that 


| single year, A metallic basis was thus formed for the in- 
| ordinate number of banks chartered by the State Legisla 
the United States; the rest came over to be laid out, no | 


tures, to supply the place of the United States Bank ; and 


still greater aliment was added to the spirit of speculation, 
as Mr. Palmer supposes, the vacuum in our circulation | 


the bank was, no doubt, on strict principle, justified in per- | 


suing that cautious policy, in imposing a salutary check 
upon speculation ; but I have very great doubts whether it 
did not go too far; and whether its sudden and rather vio- 
lent interference with the natural course of things, has not 
been attended, in England as well as in this country, with 
evil consequences that micht have been avoided, or at least 
very much mitigated, had exchanges been left to correct 
themselves, as they have a natural tendency to do. It is 
a circumstance worthy of the particular attention of the 
committee—and I advert to it to show that nothing can be 
more unjust than the charge of profligate speculation made 
against the great body of our merchants, (however individ- 
uals may deserve censure, )—that, from 1831 until late in 
the autumn of 1836, exchange with Europe never fell be- 
low, and was often much above par, although the apparent 
balance of trade was, during that period, steadily and great- 
ly against us. Sir, this singular phenomenon is now satis- 
factorily explained. We know that it was owing to im- 
mense investments of British capital (much of it, no doubt, 
sent over in the shape of goods,) in the United States, 
quite independent of the ordinary commereial balance, 
For example, a run was made upon the Bank of England, 


already excited by the high prices of produce in England, 
and the unprecedented demands for the public lands in the 
West, by emigration from abroad. ‘The idea that an ex- 
cessive circulation was the sole cause of all the mischief— 
an idea encouraged both by the friends of a national bank 
and by the enemies of all banks—appears to me entircly 
fallacious. It is in vain to state, as is so continually don 
in such discussions, the amount of curreney at one period, 
and to compare it with that amount at another, without 
any reference to the amount or the prices of the commodi- 
ties it has to circulate. No sound inference ean be drawn 
from the naked fact of such a difference. For instance, 
had the price of produce not fallen in the English market— 
had the cotton crop been worth 80 or $90,000,000, instead 
of being fallen to half the former sum, it is manifest that 
it would have required, ceteris paribus, twice the amount 
of circulation to effect the usual exchanges in it. Not 
only so: but, in periods of great excitement, it is not 
merely the products of our industry that we-sell ; it is not 
simply the annual income of the land and Jabor of the 


| country that is exchanged, but the very soil itself; the 
| whole country, with all that it contains, is in the market 


| 


in May, 1832, during the agitation that accompanied the | 














* The Causes and Consequences of the Pressure upon the Money 
Market, with a statement of the action of the Bank of Enziand, from 
the Ist of October, 1833, to the 27th of December, 1836, by J. Horsiey 
Paliner, Esq. London, 1837. ; : 

¥ The fall in prices of almost all the-leadiite articles of raw produce, 
(sugar, coffee tea, silk, cotton, &.y from the Ist of July last, when the 
rate of interest was first advanced, has not been less than from 2010 


) per-cent.”’—p. 23 


This, to the extent to which it is carried, is a peculiarity 
of our people. Sir, Ido not mention this as a very pre- 


| possessing or honorable trait in our character; I mention 
| it simply as a fact. 


We have no local attaclments, gen- 
erally speaking ; nothing bears the pretium affectionis in 
our eyes. If an estate, a residence in town, a country 
seat, rises a little beyond what we are accustomed to think 
its value, it is sold without any hesitation. Accordingly. 
there is in such times a capacity tor absorbing an expanded 
currency in this country, greater perhaps, in proportion, 
than was ever known in any other country. [ am of opin- 
ion, therefore, that prices in the United States were, in 
general, not relatively much higher than elsewhere, during 
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the last two years, except in cases where, on the usual re- 
lation of demand and supply, it was easy to account for 
their being so. By far the greatest amount of speculation, 
too, no doubt was carried on in private paper. But of 
course, as soon asa fall took place in that great leading 
staple commodity in which we pay our foreign debts, and 
of which the valuesaffects that of almost every thing else in 
the country, and that, too, to so fearful an amount as 30 
or $40,000,000, the currency became (before the late con- 
traction) at once redundant. It was precisely as if prop- 
erty to the value of 3 or $400,000,000 had been swallowed 
up in the sea, for it destroyed the income of property to 
that amount. 

From this view of the causes that led to the present dis- 
tress, I do not see what inference can be drawn trom it 
unfavorable to the connexion that has always subsisted 
between the Government and banks. It is one of those 
extraordinary revulsions to which the adventurous spirit of 
commerce will always be exposed, organize your currency 
as you will, and take what pains, you please to diminish 
the sources of excitement. In this country especially, 
holding out so many temptations to foreign capital, so 
many hopes to enterprise, such dazzling prizes to fortunate 
speculation, with a peuple distinguished above all others by 
their intelligence, sagacity, activity, and boldness in affairs, 
such periods of crisis and convulsion are inevitable, and 
no mischiefs which they can possibly do would be half so 
bad as the only preventive that would insure us against 
their occurrence—the entire extinction of the spirit that 
leads to them. 

Sir, to the general declamation against banking, we have 
to oppose the experience of the most prosperous nations_in 
the wold. There is a country, fur instance, whose whole 
currency is of paper, where one seldom meets with a piece 
of gold, and whose banking companies, whether with or 
without charter, subjected to no restraints or control but 
such as spring out of the vigilance of a free and eager com- 
petition, have, for upwards of a century together, con- 
ducted their affairs with so much skill, integrity, and pru- 
dence, as not only never to,have occasioned any loss either 
to the public or the parties interested, but, on the contrary, 
by the confession of all competent judges, to have conferred 
the greatest blessings upon both; to have contributed more 
than any single cause, perhaps than all other causes put 
together, to bring out and develop completely all the re- 
sources of the land, to foster industry, to animate enter- 
prise, and, by an abundant supply of the means of ex- 
change, to turn its capital and labor to the greatest possible 
account; where, in addition to these economical advanta- 
ges, they have contrived to exercise a high moral control, 
a sort of censorial authority, over the community, and es- 
pecially the humbler classes of it, by bestowing rewards in 
the shape of credit upon industry and economy, and lend- 
ing upon good personal character, as if it were solid capi- 
tal, and, through a system of cash accounts and interest 
upon small deposites, have given to the deserving laborer 
the combined advantages of a savings bank and a friendly 
endorser; a country which has made greater progress, with- 
in the period mentioned, than any other in Europe; with 
an agriculture second (if second) only to that of Flanders ; 
with a flourishing commerce; with manufactures of the 
greatest extent, and the most exquisite refinement; whose 
cities have almost kept pace with ours, whose whole face, 
in its gladness and beauty, bears testimony to the spirit of 
improvement that has animated her: what country is that? 
Scotland, sir. Every hody has hear/, or ought to have 
heard, of the Scotch system of banking; and I ask if any 
thing can be more irreconcilable with the theories ¢0 confi- 
dently advanced here, than facts connected with its history ? 
I know, sir, what may be said in reply to this otherwise 
triumphant example. Iam aware that the Scotch banks 
have, in times of pressure, been compelled to lean upon the 
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Bank of England ; that objections have been made by high 
authorities to the principles on which they have been con- 
ducted, and that other persons, admitting their unquestion- 
able usefulness and success, have ascribed it to circumstan- 
ces which render the system an unfit model for imitation 
elsewhere. Be itso. But still it is banking; banking on 
the English plan, with a very inadequate supply, scarcely 
any supply of bullion; banking, without limitation or con- 
trol, without any reference or responsibility to Government ; 
banking, in a word, with all the defects imputed to that 
system in their most exaggerated -forms. 

But if this example be not satisfactory, let us look at 
the experience of the two other countries in which the sys- 
tem exists, and exists, as we are told, in its most vicious 
state—England and the United States. Look at the re- 
sults. I have no faith at all in speculative politics. A 
theorist in Government is as dangerous as a theorist in 
medicine or in agriculture, and for precisely the same 
reason—the subjects are too complicated and too obscure 
for simple and decisive experiments. I go for undisputed 
results in the long run. Now, surely a philosuphical in- 
quirer into the history of the commerce and public econo- 
my of nations, if he saw a people pre-eminently distin- 
guished in those particulars above all others, would be in- 
clined to ascribe their superiority to what was peculiar in 
their institutions; at least whatever might be his ideas a 
priort on such subjects, he would be very slow to deny to 
any remarkable peculiarity in those institutions its full im- 
portance as one of the probable causes of the success which 
he witnessed, unless he could clearly show the contrary. 
Then, sir; by what example are we to be guided in such 
matters, if not by that of England—by far the most mag- 
nificent manifestation that the world in any age of it has 
ever beheld, of the might and the grandeur of civilized 
life? Sir, I have weighed every syllable that I utter; I 
express a deliberate conviction, founded upon a patient in- 
quiry and a comparison, as complete as my limited knowl- 
edge has enabled me to make it, between the past and 
present condition of mankind, and between the great na- 
tion of which I am speaking, and those which surround 
her. Sir, there is a gulf between them—that narrow 
channel separates worlds—it is an ocean more than three 
thousand miles wide. I appeal to any one who has been 
abroad, whether going from England to any part of the con- 
tinent be not descending immensely in the scale of civyjli- 
zation? I know, sir, that that word is an ambiguous one. 
I know that in some of the graces of polished society, in 
some of the arts of an elegant imagination, that in the ex- 
act sciences, and in mere learning and general intellectual 
cultivation, some nations have excelled, perhaps, many 
equalled England. But in that civilization which, as I 
have said before, it is the great end of modern political 
economy tu promote, and which is immediately connected 
with the subject before you—which at once springs out of 
and Jeads to the accumulation of capital, and the distribu- 
tion of wealth and comfort through all classes of a com- 
munity, with an immense aggregate of national power and 
resources—that civilization which enables man to ‘‘ wield 
these elemeuts, and arms him with the force of all their 
regions,” which gives him dominion over all other crea- 
tures, and makes him emphatically the lord of the uni- 
verse—that civilization which consists not in music, not 
in playing on the flute, as the Athenian hero said, but in 
turning a small city into a great one—in that victorious, 
triumphant, irresistible civilization, there is nothing re- 
corded in the annals of mankind that does not sink into 
the shades of the deepest eclipse by the side of England. 
I say nothing of her recent achievements on the land and 
the sea—of her fleets, her armies, her subsidized allies. 

Look at the Thames crowded with shipping—visit her 
arsenals, her docks, her canals, her railways, her factories, 
her mines, her warehouses, her roads, and bridges—go 
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through the streets of that wonderful metropolis, the bank, 
the emporium, and the exchange of the whole world— 
converse with those merchants who conduct and control, 
as far as it is possible to control, the commerce of all na- 
tions, with those manufacturers who fill every market with 
their unrivalled products—go into that bank which is the 
repository of the precious metals for all Europe—consider 
its notes, as well as the bills of private bankers, at a pre- 
mium everywhere, more valuable-than specie, symbols not 
merely of gold, but of what is far more precious than gold, 
yea, than fine gold, of perfect good faith, of unblemished 
integrity, of sagacious enterprise, of steadfast, persevering 
industry, of boundless wealth, of business co-extensive 
with the earth, and of all these things possessed, exercised, 
enjoyed, protected under a system of liberty chastened by 
the law which maintains it, and of law softened and miti- 
gated by the spirit of liberty which it breathes throughout. 
Sir, I know, as well as any one, what compensations there 
are for all this opulence and power, for it is the condition 
of our being that we ‘buy our blessings at a price.” I 
know that there are disturbing causes which have hitherto 
marred, in some degree, the effect of this high and mighty 
civilization; but the hand of reform has been already ap- 
plied to them, and every thing promises the most auspi- 
cious results. I have it on the most unquestionable author- 
ity, because, from an unwilling witness, that within the 
memory of man, never were the laboring classes of Eng- 
land so universally employed, and so comfortably situated, 
as at the beginning of the present year.* 

But I said that there was another nation that had some 
experience in banking and its effects. Sir, I dare not 
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trust myself to speak of my country with the rapture which | 


I habitually feel when I contemplate her marvellous his- 


tory. But this I will say, that on my return to it, after | 
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Sir, thinking as I do of these things—not doubting, for 
a moment, the infinite superiority of our race in every thing 
that relates to a refined and well-ordered public economy, 
and in all the means and instruments of a high social im- 
provement, it strikes me as of al\ paradoxes the most sin- 
gular, to hear foreign examples seriously proposed for our 
imitation in the very matters wherein that superiority has 
ever appeared to me to be most unquestionable. The re- 
flection has occurred to me a thousand times, in travelling 
over the continent of Europe, asI passed through filthy, 
ill-paved villages, through towns in which there is no ap- 
pearance of an imprevement having been made since the 
Reformation, as I have looked at the wretched hovel of the 
poor peasant or artisan, or seen him at his labor with his 
clumsy implements and coarse gear—what a change would 
take place in the whole aspect of the country, if it were to 
fall into the hands of Americans for a single generation ! 

But is it paper money and the credit system alone that 
have achieved all these wonders? I do not say 0, sir; 
but can you say, can any one presume to say, that they 
have not done much of all this? I know that the cardinal 
spring and source of our success is freedom—freedoin with 
the peculiar character that belongs to it in our race—free- 
dom of thought, freedom of speech, freedom of action, free- 
dom of commerce, freedora, not merely from the oppres- 
sions, but from those undue restraints, and that impertinent 
interference of Government in the interests properly belong- 
ing to individuals, which stand in the way of all improve- 
ment in the nations of continental Europe. It is this vital 
principle, the animating element of social equality, temper- 
ed and sobered by a profound respect for the authority of the 
laws, and for the rights of others, and acting upon that other 


| prominent characteristic of the Anglo-Norman race, the 


an absence of only four years, I was filled with wonder at | 


all I saw and all I heard. 
pared with it? 


What upon earth is to be com- 
I found New York grown up to almost 


double its former size, with the air of a great capital, in- | 


stead of a mere flourishing commercial town, as I had 
known it. [ listened to accounts of voyages of a thousand 


miles in magnificent steamboats on the waters of those | 


great lakes which, but the other day, I left sleeping in the 
primeval silence of nature, in the recesses of a vast wilder- 
ness; and I felt that there is a grandeur and a majesty in 


thig irresistible onward march of a race created, as I be- | 


lieve, and elected to possess and people a continent, which 
belong to few other objects, either of the moral or material 
world. We may hecome so much accustomed to such 
things that they shall make as little impression upon our 
minds as the glories of the heavens above us; but looking 
on them lately as with the eye of the stranger, I felt what 


strong instinct of property, with the personal independence 
and personal comfurt that bolongs to it, that explains our 
unrivalled and astonishing progress. But of this rational, 
diffusive liberty among a people so intelligent as ours, ihe 
credit system is the natural fruit, the inseparable compan- 
ion, the necessary means and instrument. It is a part and 
parcel of our existence. Who ever heard of credit ina 
despotism or anarchy? It implies confidence—confidence 
in yourself, confidence in your neighbor, confidence in 
your Government, confidence in the administration of the 
laws, confidence in the sagacity, the integrity, the discre- 
tion of those with whom you have to deal; confidence, in 
a word, in your destiny and your fortune, in the destinies 
and the fortune of the country to which you belong; as, for 
instance, in the case of a great national debt. It is the 


| fruit, I say, of all that is most precious in civilized life, and 


a recent English traveller is said to have remarked, that, | 
far from being without poetry, as some have vainly alleged, | 


our whole country is one great poem. 
if there be a man that can think of what is doing in all 
parts of this most blessed of all lands, to embellish and ad- 
vance it; who can contemplate that living mass of intelli- 
gence, activity, and improvement, as it rolls on in its sure 
and steady progress to the uttermost extremities of the 
West ; who can see scenes of savage desolation transform. 
ed, almost with the suddenness of enchantment, into those 
of fruitfulness and beauty, crowned with flourishing cities, 
filled with the noblest of all populations; if there be a 
man, I say, that can witness all this passing under his 
very eves, without feeling his heart beat high, and his 
imagination warmed and transported by it, be sure, sir, 
that the raptures of song exist not for him; he would 
listen in vain to Tasso or Camoens, telling a tale of the 
wars of knights and crusaders, or of the discovery and 
conquest of another hemisphere. 





* Westminister Review for January, 1837 


Some ascribe the fact 
to an ample circulation 


Sir, it is so; and | 


' 
| 





to quarrel with it is to be ungrateful to God for some of the 
greatest blessings he has vouchsafed to man. Compare 
Asia with Europe; hoarding has been the usage of the for- 
mer from time immemorial, because it is slavish, oppressed, 
and barborous; and it is curious to see the effect of English 
laws in breaking up (as they are doing) that system in 
Hindostan. Depend upon it, sir, all such ideas are utterly 
alien to our way of thinking—to all the habitudes of our 
people, and all the interests of the country. My friends 
from beyond the mountains are familiar with the great prin- 
ciple, the magical effect of credit in a young and progressive 
country. They know what miracles are wrought by a smal! 
advance of money to enable enterprise and industry to bring 
into cultivation a virgin soil. They know bow soon the 
treasures of its unworn fertility enable them to pay off a 
loan of that sort with usurious interest, and make them 
proprietors of estates rising in value with the lapse of every 
moment. Compare the great Western country now with 
what it was twenty years ago—sell it sub hasta—and com- 
pute, if the powers of arithmetic will enable you to do 50, 
the augmentation of its riches, Sir, this is one of the phe- 
nomena of our situation to which attention has hardly ever 
been called—the manner in which the mere increase of pop- 
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ulation acts upon the value of property. To be struck with 
the prodigious results produced in this simple way, you have 
only to compare the estimated taxable property in Penn- 
sylvania and New York, when it was returned for direct 
taxation in 1799, with the returns of the same property for 
the same purpose in 1813, after an interval of only four- 
teen years*—you Will see how it is that our people have 
been enriched by debt, and, ‘* by owing, owe not”—how, 
with a balance of payments almost continually against them 
from the first settlement of the country, they have grown 
in riches beyond all precedent or parallel. You will appre- 
ciate all the blessings of the credit system, and imagine, 
perhaps, how this wonderful progress could have been im- 
peded and embarrassed by the difficulties of a metallic cir- 
culation. ¢ 

But the fluctuations of the currency—the ruinous irreg- 
ularities of bank paper! Why, sir, I have already shown 


employs, and that there is no remedy for them. 
all, what is the sum of the evil? Look again at general 
results. Tell me not that reactions produce fewer disasters, 
or less extensive derangements of money and circulation, 
in countries whose business is principally metallic. It 
may be so; but what does that prove? If you never soar, 
you will be in no danger of falling, certainly ; but then, 
Serpit humi tutus nimium timidus que procelle. 

A go-cart may he a very safe contrivance for the totter- 
ing footsteps of infancy; but is it thus that manly vigor is 
to be trained for the dust and heat of the Olympic race? 
Sir, it is the condition of all that is grand and awakening 
in nature, to be somewhat wild and irregular. In the moral 
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irregularities—liable, undoubtedly, to much criticism in de- 
tail, and scarcely susceptible, as a juridical institution, of a 
strict defence in theory—vet what should we think of a re- 
former that should propose to us the abolition of a system 
so full of practical good, because it was unknown until re- 
cently any where but in England, and often leads, as it 
certainly has often led, to great abuse and injustice ? 

But, then, it seems, our banking system is an innovation, 
introduced only a century and a half ago, and deviates from 


| the primitive model of the Bank of Amsterdam—the honest 


system, as it is called—and that, instead of lending money, 
it lends merely credit. 

As to the idea of its being an innovation, I would just 
remark, that it had its origin at that great epoch of human 
improvement, as I must still be allowed to call it, when 
mankind ceased to cut each vther’s throats for differences 


| in religion, and began to make war for colonies and com- 
they belong to commerce itself; not to the means which it | 


But, after | 


merce—an era perfectly familiar, as such, to every one that 
has studied history philosophically. But there is some- 
thing more in the historical reminiscence than the mere 
fact just referred to. If the comparative effects of Dutch 
and English banking are to be judged by the event, what 
an instructive lesson is to be drawn from a parallel between 
those two Powers, at the close of the 17th century, and 
their relation towards each other now! Where is Van 
Tromp? Where is de Ruyter? What is become of the 
mighty fleets which disputed the dominion of the seas with 
England and France? Poor Holland! her defenceless 
ports, blockaded by British squadrons—her court brow- 


| beaten by British diplomacy—shorn of all her strength and 


world, especially, peril and difficulty are the price which | 


Providence exacts of us for all great excellence and all em- 
inent success. It is in struggling with them that the heroic 


virtnes which elevate and purify humanity are called forth | 
and disciplined ; and it is precisely because our people have | 
been trained in that stern school that they have effected | 


| 
| 
} 
| 


more, and are now able to effect more, with equal means, | 


than any other in the world. Sir, it is not our currency 
only that is obnoxious to the imputatiun of irregularity. 
What is democracy; popular government itself! How 
often has it fallen to my lot to defend it by the very con- 
siderations which I now urge on a kindred topic, when 
foreigners have spoken to me of the disorders that have oc- 
casionally checkered our history. When they exaggerated 
the importance of such events, I have reminded them that 
all human institutions must have their imperfections; and 
that it is by their general effects in a long course of expe- 
rience, not by occasional accidents, however striking and 
important, that they are to be judged. ‘That the absence 
of restraint which leads to occasional licentiousness, fosters 
that bold, robust, energetic, and aiventurous spirit, and 
that habit of haughty self-reliance and independent judg- 
ment, which are the very soul of republican government ; 
which have rendered that form of Government, wherever it 
has existed, so i!lustrious for heroic achievements, and has 
made every era of liberty in the history of mankind, even 
in its most imperfect form, an era of flourishing prosperity 
and progress. Sir, such a people, as has been said of 
beings of a higher order, *‘live throughout, vital in every 
part ;” 


“All head they live, all heart, all eye, all ear, 
All intellect, all sense.” 


This is the great seeret of our superiority, and of that of 
every free people; not the forms of a constitution, not the 
outlines of a system, not mere organization, but the prin- 
ciple of life, the all-pervading animation and vitality that 
informs the whole body politic, and gives it the warmth, and 
strength, and activity, the winning graces and expressive 
countenance of a man, instead of the cold and repulsive 


stillness of a painted corpse. Jury trial is another of these 


* Pitkin’s Statistics, i835. + Mr. Gallatin’s pamphlet, p. 68. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


glory, she seems almost sinking again into the waters out 
of which she merged. So much for the innovation. But 
what is the objeetion to the system? Let us understand 
each other. I will put a case. ‘The quantity of the pre. 
cious metals required in any transaction, or any number of 
transactions, between two countries, (or two individuals, for 
it comes to the same thing, ) depends not only upon the bal- 
ance of payments between them, but also in the confidence 
they have ineach other. Thus, Hamburg imports corn for 
England, in a season of dearth, from Prussia. If trade be 
prosperous and the world a peace, she will probably pay for 
this corn by a bill at six months, with interest, and when the 
time comes for mecting her engagement, she will do so by 
sending to Dantzic a cargo’ of colonial prodace.—( Thorn- 
ton.) But should the times be such (from war, commotions, 
&c.) as to make commerce uncertain, or to impair credit, 
the purchase can be made only for ca-h, and paid for in gold 
and silver. Now, sir, commerce being a mere exchange 
of commodities, every body must see, at a glance, that it 
is very much more promoted by a state of peace and order, 
than by one of war and commoticn; by a state of confi- 
dence, than by one of distrust; by a state of things that 
admits of payments in bills, than by one that requires pay- 
mentsincash. In a simple operation, like the one deseri- 
bed, this is quite manifest, and yet the whole theory of 
money and of banking, is contained in that simple opera- 
tion. 

Sir, it explains at once why it is that in countries very 
far advanced in commerce and civilization, the precious 
metals, for all purposes of currency, are superseded by com- 
mercial paper, as is particularly the case in England, whose 
paper circulation of all sorts, is something like two hundred 
millions, resting upon a basis of only thirty milliuns of 
specie.* Money is nothing more than what is called by 
the brokers ‘*a bought and sol:d note ;” itis a token, which 
shows that its holder has parted with commodities to that 


| amount, and that he is entitled to receive their equivalent 


in other commodities, whenever it shall be his pleasure to 
do so, Why should that token be of gold? Why should 
a mere title or evidence of debt, be itself of a material as 


* Mr. Burgess, in the Minutes of Evidence, &c. before the commit- 
tee of the House of Communs, in 1812. 








1563 GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 1564 


H. or rR. ] - Sub- teaaey A Bill. (Ocr. 13, 1837. 











jetta as aa rl of which j it is the aise al the evi- | commerce, has become a science, and to the height to 
dence ! which that science is now carried in Great Britain, (and 
It is clear that were there any means of insuring society | in this country,) that country is, in no small degree, in- 
against excessive issues of paper, besides its convertibility | debted for the flourishing state of its internal commerce, 
into gold and silver—were not that the only practical test | for the general reputation of its merchants abroad, and for 
hitherto discovered, by which prices in different countries | the preference which, in this respect, they enjoy over the 
can be compared—all commercial nations would dispense | traders of all other nations. 
with the precious metals as a medium of exchange. But, | Sir, I have been driven to this elewantary way of con- 
as yet, there are no such means, and the currency, theo- | sidering the subject, by the course which the argument has 
retically the most perfect, is for the present impracticable. | taken here and elsewhere, and because, in solemuly re- 
The nearest approximation to it has certainly been made | viewing, as we are now compelled to do, the whole mone- 
occasionally in the United States, where the specie basis | tary system of the country, it is of the very Jast import- 
has just answered the purpose of ascertaining that our cur- | ance that the subject, in all its aspects, should be fairly 
rency was on a level with that of other nations. presented to the people. _ I shall, therefore, proceed briefly 
But there is another step in the commercial operation | to consider the question, how fur it is practicable or desira 
just mentioned. The holder of the bill of exchange, re- | ble to substitute a metallic currency for bank paper, or 
ceived in payment of coin, stands in need of some other | even very materially to widen the metallic basis of ou 
commodity, which his own credit does not enable him to | present circulation. 
procure. He applies to a broker, or any other capitalist, I presume it will hardly be disputed that, by a general 
for the cash, or, what will answer just as well, his credit, | return to the precious metals, as the only medium of ex 
in the shape of a note payable on demand, or at a short | change for the whole commercial world, the operations of 
date, for which the original bill, at six months, is given in | trade would be everywhere embarrassed and impeded, and 
exchange, with a reasouable discount. ‘This last uperation | the value of money enhanced ; or, which is the same thing, 
is what is considered as the great abomination of bavking. | the prices of commodities reduced in an incalculable degree. 
The bank receives a discount on giving its own bill, paya- | How far a similar effect has already been produced, by the 
ble on demand, or one at a short date, (for which, there- | diminution of the supply from the Mexican and South 
fore, it is compelled to reserve or prepare afund,) for a bill | American mines, within the last twenty years, is one of 
payable at six months, of which, of course, payment. can- | the most difficult and controverted questions of the day. 
not be demanded until the expiration of that term. And | This is not a fit occasion for stating the arguments advan 
now I ask, where is the difference between the first opera- | ced by the advocates of different views of that subject, but 
tion, which every body must perceive is eminently condu- | I will mention to the committee, that in a very able work, 
cive to the extension of commerce, and the last? What | to which I have already referred as having been recently 
objection can be made to it that does not lie equally against | sent to me, the author, who exawines this point with per. 
the drawing and discounting of bills of exchange, an im- | fect candor, advances the opinion, that thousands have, 
provement of which Europe has been boasting for at least | within the period alluded to, been precipitated into embar 
six hundred years, and of which the advantages have never, | rassments froin that cause alone.* If it be true, as is al 
to my knowledge, been questioned before? Why is nota leged iy Jacobs, that the whole stock of coin in circula- 
credit founded on property as good in the one case as in the | tion in 1829, was less, by upwards of £60,000,000, than 
other? And why should gold and silver be used in either, | that which circulate! in 1809; and if any thing like the 
when they are not wanted ? supposed diminution of the actual quantity by abrasion, by 
The banking system, sir, is only one form of thet divis- | loss, by consumption in manufactures takes place, (one per 
ion of labor which takes place in all opulent countries. It | cent.* a year,) it becomes matter of serious speculation, 
leads to a great economy both of time and money; of the | what means shall be adopted to obviate so great an incon- 
former, because the business of a whole community, in | venience as a continually decreasing metallic basis, at a 
receiving and paying away, can be transacted by the clerks | period when commerce and its productive powers are so 
of a single institution as well as by one hundred, or one | immensely on the increase. Sir, that question is infinite- 
thousand times the number, in the separate employnient of | ly more interesting in a highly progressive country than 
individual merchants; of the latter, because, instead of in any other, In such a country, the currency must be 
each individual in a community reserving the quantity of | recularly enlarged, with the growth of its population and 
gold and silver necessary to meet our current demands, a | of its productive power, or it is su! jected to the most terri- 
much smaller proportivnal amount, kept by a banking- | ble of all evils, falling prices. Every body that has ever 
house, has been found to answer the wants of the whole | treated of such subjects, has dwelt upon the effects of an 
society. But the utility of that system is not confined to | increasing currency, as wonderfully favorable to industry. 
the advantages just mentioned. It appears to me very | No more striking example of this truth can be desired than 
clear, in the first place, that the credit system, carried to | what was witnessed in the 16th century, after the importa- 
the extent in which it exists in England and the United | tion of gold and silver from America began to produce 4 
States, could not possibly be made to rest upon any thing | decided effect upon the distribution of wealth. tt is ad- 
so liable to be disturbed by a foreign demand, and by other | mitted on all hands to have been the period of the greatest 
contingencies, as the metallic basis, and of which a given | improvement in society that has occurred in its history ; 
quantity cannot, therefore, be counted on at any given | and of all countries, be it remembered, England benefited 
time. What is commonly called the currency of a coun- | most by the general rise of prices, because so large a por- 
try, that is to say, bank paper and the precious metals, | tion of her farmers held leases for long terns of years, and 
really constitute a very small portion of it; but it may be | paid money rents; the increase of the circulation operating 
considered as the test or touchstone of all the rest; and if | to reduce the real value of the returns made to the land- 
engagements in bills of exchange, &c., be not met accord- | lord in favor of his tenant. The great benefit of a full and 
ing to their tenor, in what is considered as cash, it is diffi- especially an increasing circulation thus consists not only 
cult to calculate the effects of the alarm that may ensue. | in quickening and facilitating exchanges, (itself an im 
But there is another point of view in which banks ‘‘ppear | mense stimulus to industry, ) but in securing to the indus- 
to me quite essential to our commercial system. It is that, | trious classes rather a larger proportion of the income of 
according to the remark of an excellent writer,* the appre society than they would’: therwise enjoy. Every thing 
ciation of the credit of a number of persons engaged in | which they buy to sell again advances in price while it ts 
* Thorton. 





* Money and its Vicissitudes in Value, 
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in their hands, and this unquestionable truth is of itself a 
total refutation of all that is said concerning the oppressive 
operation of bank paper upon the productive classes, by the 
very persons who, in the same breath, speak of its excess 
and depreciation. : 

With a population, then, increasing at the rate of four 
or five per cent. a year, and with an accumulation of capital 
and productive power proportionably greater, I hold it to be 
utterly absurd to talk of any thing like a metallic currency 
in the United States. There is no possible means of procur- 
ing it; and if by any means it could be procured, I venture 
to affirm that our people would get rid of it in the course of 
a few years, though all the penal laws of Spain against the ex- 
portation of gold and silver should be re-enacted here—laws 
which were passed with no other effect, even in that coun- 
try, but to show the utter futility of such legislation. I 
say, sir, that, with their present habits of active enterprise 
and strict economy, the American people would export the 
precious metals as fast as they were importe!, beyond any 
amount of them which might be absolutely necessary for the 
domestic exchanges of the country, and they would do so, 
because gold and silver would be of more use abroad in 
purchasing commodities, and would be wholly superfluous 
at home, where paper would do as well. If you pat down 
‘*the banks,” it would have no effect but to set up some- 
thing worse in their place, in the shape of private paper. 





There are some things over which the most despotic law- | 


givers are unable to exercise any control; and one of them, 
as all experience shows, is this commerce in bullion. 

Sir, it has been said that the only advantage of a paper cur- 
rency over the precious metals consists in its cheapness. I am, 
by no means, as you may gather from what | have said, ready 
to admit this; but, supposing it to be true, is that saving real - 
ly an unimpertant matter? Mr. Gallatin, in a pamphlet of 
signal ability,* has, as I conceive, fallen into a grave error 
on this sulyect, which it is so much the more important to 
rectify, as | perceive that he has misled others more dis- 
posed than himself to turn a speculative error into a practi- 
cal mischief. He states the whole benefit derived from the 
use of paper, instead of the precious metals, in the United 
States in 1830, including, under the name of circulation, 
private deposites in the banks, as they ought undoubtedly 
te be, at about five millions of dollars a year. It is true 
that, according to principles admitted by Mr. Gallatin, the 
progress of the country, both in wealth and population, in 
the last seven years, would require a very considerable ad- 
dition to be made to this estimate, in order to a correct ap- 
plication of it to our actual condition. But, sir, it appears 
to me that the estimate was made on data altogether erro- 
neous. Jn the first place, the quantity of currency, if it 
were metallic, necessary to the circulation of this country, 
was prodigivusly underrated. For reasons that need not be 
stated here, it is found that a given amount of metallic cur- 
rency does not circulate as rapidly as an equal arnount of 
paper, and, therefore, that more of it is, ceferis paribus, re- 
quired to do the same business. But, without going into 
such minute inquiry here, why should the United States, 
with sixteen millions of inhabitants, and relatively the most 
active trade, both foreign and domestic, in the world, and 


with extraordinary productive power of all sorts, not need, | 


at the very least, balf the circulation in France, with only 
double their population, and not half their industry? The 
stress that ought to be laid on this latter circumstance may 
be illustrated by comparing Asia with Europe in this par- 
ticular: double the population in the former, possessing, 


according to the most accurate researches, only one-fifth | 


the quantity of gold and silver, which, in addition to paper 
of all sorts, is required in the latter. Now, the circulation 
of France was, before the first Revolution, set down by 


* Considerations on the Currency and Bankine of the United States, 
Philadelphia, 1831 
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Neckar at £88,000,000;* and Theirs, in his: history of 
that event, makes a similar estimate.t Its present amount 
ought, in reference to the increase of her capital and popu- 
lation, to be at least 600,000,000 dollars; and accordingly, 
as was observed by one of my colleagues, [Mr. Tuomr- 
SON, ] it is stated at that on good authority. Mr. Roths- 
child, in his examination before the committee of the House 
of Commons, in 1832, mentions the paper circulation of 
the Bank of France as amounting to 750,000,000 frances. 
According to this, then, we should require, on the footing 
of population alone, at least 300,000,000 dollars. So much 
for the amount; now for the loss upon it. 

Mr. Gallatin considers it only as so much interest on 
dead capital, and even the interest he puts at an exceeding- 
ly low rate. But I apprehend the difference to the coun- 
try between having a vast inert mass of gold and silver as 
currency, aud turning it into productive capital, must be 
determined not in relation to interest merely, but to the 
profit of stock laid out in active industry, which is nowhere 
in this country less than ten per cent., and in the great 
majority of cases, the new States and all included, nearer 
double that amount on an average. You see, then, sir, 
what an enormous loss a metallic currency would be to the 
nation, without taking into account its wear and tear. 


Look back at the half century that bas passed away, and 


say what that loss would have been, on principles of com- 
pound interest, from the begiuning up to the present day. 


| Why, sir, it exceeds all powers of calculation, nay, of im- 


agination. Do not suppose for a moment that so impor- 
tant, so palpable a truth, although never stated in abstract 
terms, or as a general proposition, has not occurred to the 
They have felt it, without 
perceiving it; they have acted upon it, without reasoning 
about it; they have perfectly well comprebended the uses 
of money, without studying the principles of currency ; and 
they have preferred paper as a circulating medium to gold 
and silver, on the simplest maxims of prudence and econ- 
omy. You may depend upon it, this conclusion is as 
deeply rooted as it is just. You will never be able to shake 
it. All your policy will be of no avail, as all legislation 
will be forever vain which comes into conflict with the 


| genius of a people, especially in matters so deeply and vis 


ibly affecting their private interest. ‘The barbarian who, 
in his impotent rage, threw fetters into the Hellespont, and 
| scourged its foaming billows, did not wage a more insane 





war against the nature of things. 

But we are told that if it is an experiment that has been 
proposed to us, we need not be alarmed at it, because we 
| are accustomed to experiments, and successful ones; that 
our constitution itself is a mere experiment. Sir, I deny 
it utterly, and he that says so shows me that he has either 
not studied at all, or studied to very little purpose, the 
history and genius of our institutions. The great cause of 
their prosperous results—a cause which every one of the 
many attempts since vainly made to imitate them on this 
continent or in Europe only demonstrates the more clear- 
| ly—is precisely the contrary. It is because our fathers 
made no experiments, and had no experiment to make, 
that their work has stood. ‘They were forced, by a vivla- 
tion of their historical hereditary rights under the old com- 
| mon law of their race, to dissolve their connexion with the 
| mother country. ‘Their external, their federal relations 
| were of course changed, and in that respect, and in that 
respect only, they were compelled to de their best in the 
novel situation in which they stood. What relates, there- 
fore, merely to the union of the States is all that gives the 
least countenance to this superficial idea of an ‘* experi- 
ment” which has done so much to misguide the specula- 


tions of some visionary minds upon these important mat- 





| 

i 

* See an article in Bluckwood's Magazine fur last February 
ion 


+ Burke’s Leiter on the French Revoh 1 
t Theirs’s Hist. de la Revolution Frane Bp. 24 
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ters. Even in this vipat; however, an attentive study 
of our history will show that strong federal tendencies 
existed, and had, frequently, on former occasions, mani- 
fested themselves.* But the whole constitution of society 
in the States, the great body and bulk of their public law, 
with all its maxims and principles, all that is republican, 
in short, in our institutions, remained after the Revolution, 
and remains now, with some very subordinate modifications, 
what it was from the beginning. Our written constitutions 
do nothing but consecrate and fortify the ‘* plain rules 
of ancient liberty,” handed down with Magna Charta from 
the earliest history of our race. It is not a piece of paper, 
sir, it is not a few abstractions engrossed on parchment, 
that make free Governments. No, sir, the law of liberty 


must be inscribed on the heart of the citizen ; the word, if, 


T may use the expression without irreverence, must become 
flesh ; you must have a whole people trained, disciplined, 
bred, yea, and born, as our fathers were, to institutions 
like ours. Before the colonies existed, the petition of right, 
that Magna Charta of a more enlightened age, had been 
presented in 1628 by Lord Coke and his immortal com- 
peers. Our founders brought it with them, and we have 
not.gone one step beyond them. They brought these 
maxims of,civil liberty, not in their libraries, but in their 
souls ; not as philosophical prattle—-not as barren generali- 
ties, but as rules of conduct; as a symbol of public duty 
and private right, to be adhered to with religious fidelity ; 
and the very first pilgrim ‘that set his foot upon the rock of 
Plymouth, stepped forth a living constitution! armed at all 
points to defend and to perpetuate the liberty to which he 
had devoted his whole being. 

It only remains for me to advert briefly to one or two 
additional topics, and I have done. It has been argued as 
if the currency given to bank paper in this country were 
due almost exclusively to the countenance which Govern- 
ment affords it, by receiving it in payment of public dues. 


Certainly, sir, the patronage of Government is an import- | 


ant concurring cause of this credit, but it is not true that it 
is essential to it. What does the house of Rothschild owe 
to the Governments of Europe—that house to which all 
the Governments on the continent are obliged to have re- 
course in their financial exigencies? And here let me call 
the attention of those who declaim so vehemently against 
the agency of banking corporations, to the fact, that this 
mighty house, with its scarcely less than royal influence 
and splendor, like most of the other establishments of the 
same kind in Europe, is no corporation at all, but a mere 
private partnership; and to the additional fact, that this 
colossal fortune has been amassed in little more than a 
single generation, by an obscure person, born in a corner 
of the Juden- Strasse of Frankfort on the Main, and his 
four sons. Do you not see, then, sir, that the odious com- 
mon places, about ‘* the mon¢y power,” and ‘the political 
powers,” either have no meaning, or apply with all their 
force to every accumulation of capital, and all the great re- 
sults of modern commerce? The ‘‘ money power,” I pre- 
sume, signifies “the power of money,” which is widely 
diffused in this country, thanks to the protection of equal 
laws, and which wilt éxist and continue to have its influ- 
ence so long as those laws shall protect it from confiscation, 
whether it shall borrow the credit of the Government, or 
the Government sliall borrow its credit. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to notice an idea, analogous to the last, which has 
been very mucli insisted on, and that is, that the com- 
merce of New ‘York has been built up by Government 
credits. Why, sir, this does appearto me too extravagant 
to need exposure. New York has been built up by her 
unquestionable natural advantages, and there is no meas- 
ure of this Government—there is only one event that can 
possibly deprive her of her immense commercial ascendancy, 
the dissolution of the Union—that, and nothing but that, 


nvention at Alba & 


~— Treasury Biil. 








a 


[Ocr. 13, 1837. 





can do it. Commerce, as I have already remarked, leads 
everywhere to centralization: look at Liverpool—look at 
Havre, the last, in a hard-money country. But on this 
head there is a very important consideration, which has 
been. urged with all his admirable eloquence by one of my 
colleagues in the Senate, {Mr. Preston.) If this con- 
centration of commercial business at that city be injurious 
to the others now, what will it become if, by collecting the 
revenue in gold and silver, and thus making gold and 
silver mere merchandise, you add to the disadvantages of 
centralization all the difficulties of procuring coin; make 
New York the great specie market ; and render the whole 
country tributary to the money changers of Wall street ? 
Sir, a word more to the South, and for the South. 


_ When your system of protection was still in all its vigor, 


we (I mean the people of South Carolina) sent you a pro- 
test against its principles and tendency, which contained, 
among other objections to it, one that deserves to be re- 
peated here. We told you that we depended absolutely 
upon commerce—commerce on the largest scale—com 
merce carried on as it has been for the last half century, 
with an ever-increasing production, provoking and crea- 
ting an ever-increasing consumption, and permitting us to 
send a million (now a million and a half) of bales of cotton 
into the market, without any danger of a glut. We told 
you the staple commodities, especially the principal ono 
which we produced, were among the very few in the pro- 
duction of which slave labor can enter into competition 
with free. We reminded you that great revolutions in trade 


| sometimes arose from apparently, slight causes, and that, 


however far it might be from your purpose, or even your 
apprehensions, it was possible that your legislation might 
occasion us the loss of our foreign market, our only re- 
source ; that the result of that loss to us would be poverty 
and utter desolation; that our: people, in despair, wou!d 
emigrate to more fortunate regions, and the whole frame 
and constitution of our society would be.seriously impaired 
and endangered, if not dissolved entirely. And we adju- 
red you not to presist in a coursevof legislation of which tlie 
benefits to yourselves, even were they unquestionable, were 
nothing in comparison of the danger to which they exposed 
us—a danger which, however contingent or remote, in- 
volved our whole existence, and could not be contemplated 
without well-founded alarm. Sir, I repeat to you now—I 
repeat to the representatives of the whole South on this 
fldor—the words then addressed to the House on a difler- 
ent subject. Let well alone. Resist this uncalled-for in- 
novation, of which no one can foresee the whole extent nor 
the ultimate results. Mark what your Secretary of the 
Treasury has told you in the very paper in which he tre- 
veals the project on the table—you produce too much cot- 
ton, Go home, gentlemen of the South, and tell your 
people that their successful industry is a vice; that the 
fertility of their soil is a curse; that their excessive produc- 
tien occasions disorders in the State; and that the remedy 
for our troubles is, that they should live on short commons. 
Let them co-operate with our political économy, by de 
priving themselves of the little mercantile capital they have ; 
let them: abolish those corporations to which people, who 
cannot themselves do business with the widow and the 
orphan, have contributed their means for the accommoda- 
tion of commerce ;. let them but do-this, and their docility 
will be admirable, and shall have our approbation, 

Sir, before I take my seat, there is one other topic that 
I feel it my duty to advert to—I mean to the supposed in- 
jurious effects of banking institutions upon the laboring 
classes of society. Although I have no doubt but that 
there are many defects in the constitution, as well as the 
management of those institutions in this country, and 
should be most willing to co-operate, if occasion served, in 
refurming them, I have no hesitation in acquitting them at 
least of this charge. Who that has ever heard of the re 
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lation between capital and labor, between wages and profits, 
but must see at once that it is unfounded; and, according- 
ly, Hume objects to banks that, by their issues, they raise 
wages, and so hurt the manufacturing interests of a nation. 
I have already remarked, that one of the effects of an in- 


ture is presented by recent writers—the poor of Europe? 
a race, among no inconsiderable portion of whom famine 
and pestilence may be said to dwell continually ; many of 
whom are without morals, without education, without a 
country, without a God! and may be said to kiow 





creasing currency is to make a distribution of the wealth of | society only by the terrors of its penal code, and to live in 


society more favorable to the industrious classes of it—to 
confiscate, in a manner, the property of those who live on 
fixed incomes, for the benefit of those who produce the 
commodities on which those incomes are laid out. It is for 
this reason that the radicals of England—Mr. Atwood, for 


perpetual war with it. Poor bondmen! mocked with the 
name of liberty, that they may be sometimes tempted to 
break their chains, in order that, after a few days of star- 
vation in idleness and dissipation, they may be driven 
back to their prison house to take them up again, heavier 


example—are all strenuous advocates of paper money, and | and more galling than before; severed, as it has been 


even of inconvertible paper. ‘The idea that the poor are to 
gain by a return to a metallic currency is, so far as I know, 
confined to their friends in this country, whose zeal is 
certainly greater than their knowledge. 

It is true, sir, that among other disadvantages attending 
frequent fluctuations in the currency, it is said that wages 
are the last thing that rises in a case of expansion. And 
that may be so in countries where the supply of labor is 
greater than the demand ; but the very reverse is most cer- 
tainly the fact here, and where the demand, especially 
when stimulated by any extraordinary increase, real or fic- 
tilious, of capital, is always greater than the supply. All 
price is a question of power, or relative necessity between 
two parties ; and every body knows that, in a period of ex- 
citement here, wages rise immediately, and out of all pro- 
portion more than any thing else, because the population 
of the country is entirely inadequate to its wants. During 
the last year, for instance, the price of labor became so ex- 
orbitant, that some of the most fertile land in South Caro- 
lina, rice fields, which have been cultivated for a hundred 
years, were in danger of being abandoned, from the impos- 
sibility of paying for it. Sir, as a Southern man, I repre- 
sent equally rent, capital, and wages, which are confound- 
ed in our estates; and I protest against attempts to array, 
without cause, without a color of pretext or plausibility, 
the different classes of society against one another, as if, in 


tuuchingly expressed, from nature, from the common air, 
and the light of the sun; knowing only by hearsay that 
the fields are green, that the birds sing, and that there is 
a perfume in flowers. 

And js it with a race whom the perverse institutions of 
Europe have thus degraded beneath the condition of hu- 
manity, that the advocates, the patrons, the protectors of 
our working men, presume to compare them? Sir, it is 
to treat them with a scorn at which their spirit should re- 
volt, and does revolt. Just before I left Charleston, there 
was a meeting called for some purpose, which was regard- 
ed by the people of that city as unfavorable to public order. 
There was something, I suppose, in the proceedings which 
looked to the invidious distinction of which I have been 
speaking; for it led, as I have heard, to an expression of 
sentiment from one of our mechanics,+ which struck me as 
noble beyond all praise. He said he wondered what could 
be meant by addressing to the industrious classes, particu- 
larly, all inflammatory appeals against the institutions of 
the country, as if they were not a part of the community 
as much interested in its order and peace as any other; as 
if they had no ties of simpathy or connexion with their 
fellow-citizens; above all, as if they had not intelligence 
and knowledge enough to take care of their own interests, 
but were reduced to a state of perpetual pupilage and in- 
fancy, and needed the officious protection of self-constitu- 


such a country as this, there could be any natural hostility | ted guardians! Sir, that was a sentiment worthy of a 


or any real distinction between them—a country in which | 
all the rich, with hardly an exception, have been poor, 

and all the poor may one day be rich—a country in which 

banking institutions have been of immense service, precisely 

because they have been most necded by a people who had 
all their fortunes to make by good character and indus- 
trious habits. Look at that remarkable picture—remark- 
able not asa work of art, but as amonumentof history— 
which you see in passing through the rotundo. ‘T'wo out 
of five of that iinmortal committee were mechanics, and 
such men!* In the name of God, sir, why should any 
one study to pervert the natural good sense and kindly 
feelings of this moral and noble people—to infuse into their 
minds a sullen envy towards one another, instead of that 
generous emulation which every thing in their situation is 
fitted to inspire—to breathe into them the spirit of Cain, 
muttering deep curses and meditating desperate revenge 
against his brother, because the smoke of his sacrifice has | 
ascended to heaven before his own! And do not they | 
who treat our industrious classes as if they were in the 





freeman, and which may be recorded, with honor, among 
the sayings of heroes. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank the committee for the attention 
with which it has honored me. I have detained it long; 
but I was fall of the subject, which appears to me to be one 
of vast importance in all its bearings. I have spoken what 
I felt and thought, without reference to party. But I will 
say one word to those with whom I have generally acted 
on this floor. I have heard that some of them disapprove 
this measure, but are disposed to vote for it to oblige their 
friends. Sir, this is a strange and a great mistake. A 
true friend ought to be a faithful counsellor, Let them re- 
weinber the deep reproach which the great poet puts in the 
mouth of one of his heroes : 

“ Hadst thou but shook thy head, or made a pause, 
When IL spoke darkly what purposed; 
Or warned an eye of doubt upon my face!” 

When Mr. Lecanre had concluded, 

Mr. NAYLOR, of Pennsylvania, rose and said, it was 
with great reluctance that he rose, for the first time, in this 


same debased and wretched condition as the poor of Eu- | hall. He felt himself obliged to rise. Yes, (said Mr. N.,) 


rope, insult them by such an odious comparison? Why, 
sir, you do not know what poverty is. We have no poor 
in this country, in the sense in which that word is used 
abroad. Every laborer, even the most humble, in the 


United States soon becomes a capitalist, and even, if he | 


choose, a proprietor of land; for the West, with all its 

boundless fertility, is open to him. How can any one dare 

to compare the mechanics of this land (whose inferiority, 

in any substantial particular, in intelligence, in virtue, in 

wealth, to the other classes of our society, I have yet to 

learn) with that race of outcasts, of which so terrific a pic- 
* Franklin and Sherman, signers of the Declaration 


Vor, XIV.—98 


| T am impelled to speak. I canhot remain silent. I voted 
| for the introduction of this bill to our deliberations some 
days since, on purpose to afford the honorable gentleman 
| from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens) an opportunity to 
| express his views in relation to it. I perceived his anxiety 
| to speak, and felt a friendly disposition to gratify him. If 
I were surprised when I heard him draw into the vortex of 
discussion the excitive topics of abolition, Texas, slavery, 
and locofocoism, topics which have nothing to do with this 
subject, what must have been my feelings when I heard 
him denounce the institutions of the North as mercenary 
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and slavish, and exalt those of the South as ancient, patri- 
archal, and almost perfect ; boldly avow that the laborers of 
the North were the subjects of the Northern capitalists; 
put the Northern workmen on a footing with the Southern 
slaves, and threaten to preach insurrection to the laborers 
of the North. Yes, preach insurrection to the Northern 
laborers ! 

I am a Northern laborer. 
to have inherited as my only patrimony, at the early age of 
nine years, nothing but naked orphanage and utter destitu- 
tion ; houseless and homeless, fatherless and pennyless, I 
was obliged, from that day forward, to earn my daily bread 
by my daily labor. And now, sir, when I take my seat 
in this hall as the free representative of a free people, am 
I to be sneered at as a Northern laborer, and degraded into 
a comparison with the poor oppressed and suffering negro 
slave? Is such the genius and spirit of our institutions ? 
If it be, then did our fathers fight, and bleed, and struggle, 
and die in vain! 

But, sir, the gentleman has misconceived the spirit and 
tendency of Northern institutions. He is ignorant of 
Northern character. He has forgotten the history of his 
country. Preach insurrection to the Northern laborers! 
Preach insurrection to me! Who are the Northern labor- 
ers? The history of your country is their history. The 
renown of your country is their renown. The brightness 
of their doings is emblazoned on its every page. Blot from 
your annals the deeds and the doings of Northern laborers, 
and the history of your country presents but a universal 
blank. 

Sir, who was he that disarmed the Thunderer, wrested 
from his grasp the bolts of Jove, calmed the troubled ocean, 
became the central sun of the philosophical system of his 
age, shedding his brightness and effulgence on the whole 


civilized world—whom the great and mighty of the earth | 


delighted to honor ; who participated in the achievement of 
your independence ; prominently assisted in moulding your 
free institutions, and the beneficial effects of whose wis- 
dom will be felt to the last moment of ‘‘ recorded time ?” 
Who, sir, l ask, was he? A Northern laborer—a yankee 
tallow-chandler’s son—a printer’s runaway boy! 

And who, let me ask the honorable gentleman, who was 
he thut in the days of our Revolution led forth a Northern 
army, yes, an army of Northern laborers, and aided the 
chivalry of South Carolina in their defence against British 
aggression, drove the spoilers from their firesides, and re- 
deemed her fair fields from foreign invaders—who was he? 
A Northern laborer, a Rhode Island blacksmith—the gal- 
lant General Greene, who left his hammer and his forge 
and went forth, conquering and to conquer, in the battles 
of our independence! And will you preach insurrection 
to men like these? 


Sir, our country is full of the glorious achievements of 


Northern laborers! Where is Concord, and Lexington, 
any Princeton, and Trenton, and Saratoga, and Bunker 
Hill, but in the North? And what, sir, bas shed an im- 
perishable renown on the never-dying names of those hal- 
lowed spots but the blood and the struggles, the high da- 


ring and patriotism, and sublime courage of Northern | 


laborers?) The whole North is an everlasting monument 
of the freedom, virtue, intelligence, and indomitable inde- 
pendence of Northern laborers! Go, sir, go preach in- 
surrection to men like these ! 


The fortitude of the men of the North under intense | 
suffering for liberty’s sake, has been almost God-like! | 


History has so recorded it. Who comprised that gallant 
army that without food, without pay, shelterless, shoeless, 
pennyless, and almost naked, in that dreadful winter—the 
midnight of our Revolution, whose wanderings could be 
traced by their blood-tracks in the snow! whom no arts 
could seduce, no appeal Jead astray, no suffering disaflect, 
but who, true to their country and its holy cause, continued 


Ay, sir, it has been my lot | 


to fight the good fight of liberty, until it finally triumphed ? 
Who, sir, were these men? Why, Northern laborers ; 
yes, sir, Northern laborers ! 

Who, sir, was Roger Sherman, and—but it is idle to 
enumerate. ‘To name the Northern laborers who have dis- 
tinguished themselves and illustrated the history of their 
country, would require days of the time of this House. 
Nor is it necessary. Posterity willdo them justice. Their 
deeds have been recorded in characters of fire! 

And such are the workingmen of the North at this time. 
They have not degenerated ; they are in all respects worthy 
of their intelligent and sturdy sires. Whose blood was so 
profusely shed, during the last war, on the Canada lines, 
but that of the Northern laborers? Who achieved the glo- 
rious victories of Perry and McDonough on the lakes, but 
the Northern laborers? Yes, they ‘*met the enemy ani 
made them theirs.” Who, sir, have made our ships the 
models for all Europe, and sent forth in the late war those 
gallant vessels that gave our little navy the first place in 
the marine annals of the world, and covered our arms on 
the ocean in a blaze of glory, but the skill, and intellect, 
and patriotism of the Northern laborers? And who, sir, 
manned these vessels and went forth and for the first time 
humbled the British lion on the ocean, but the Northern 
laborers? And who, sir, was he, that noble tar who, 
wounded, and bleeding, and mangled, and to all appear- 
ance lifeless on the deck of one of our ships, on hearing 
that the flag of the enemy had struck, and that victory had 
| perched on the proud banner of his country, raised up his 
feeble mangled form, opened his languid eyes once more 
to the light of heaven, waved his palzied hand around bis 
head in token of his joy, and fell back and died. Who, 
sir, was he? Why, a Northern laborer; a Northern la- 
borer! And yet these men are the slaves of the North, to 
| whom the honorable gentleman is about to preach insur- 
rection ! 
| (Mr. Prexens explained, and said in substance that he 
| had spoken only of the tendency of Northern institutions 
to make the workingmen of the North tributary to the cap- 
italist, and to prevent them from rising from their laborious 
situation. That he had not degraded them into a compar- 
ison with the slaves, but had said that, if the people of the 
North would continue to interfere with the slaves of the 
South, that then he (Mr. Pickens) would preach insur- 
rection to the Northern laborers !} 

Mr. Nayrtor resumed and said: I have not misundcr- 
stood the honorable gentleman. ‘That the honorable gen- 
| tleman does treat the Northern workmen as Southern slaves 





is evident from what be had just said. If he had not in 

tended to place them in the same degraded situation of 

slaves, how could he threaten to preach insurrection among 

them? Sir, the honorable gentleman has mistaken the 
| tendency of Northern institutions, as much as he has mis- 
conceived the worth and spirit of Northern character. Our 
| institutions have no such tendency ; no, sir, but exactly the 
reverse. "hey raise up the laborer. They place every 

man upon an equality. They give to all equal rights and 
| equal chances, and hold out to all equal inducements to 
| action. Northern institutions tend to keep down the 
Northern laborers! The whole history of the North, from 
| the landing of the first pilgrim on the rock of Plymouth to 
| this hour, contradicts this position. 

I appeal to the Representatives from Pennsylvania. | 
ask you, sirs, who is Joseph Ritner, that distinguished 
man, who, at this very moment fills the executive chair of 
your great State—a man who, in all that constitutes high 
moral and intellectual worth, has few superiors in this 
country—one who has all the qualities of head and heart 
necessary to accomplish the great statesman, and who pos- 
sesses, in the most enlarged degree, all the elements of hu- 
man greatness—who, sirs, is he? A Northern laborer— 
a Pennsylvania wagoner—who, for years, drove his team 
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from Pittsburg to Philadelphia, ‘‘ over the mountain and 
over the moor,” not ‘* whistling as he went,” no, sir, but 
preparing himself then, by deep cogitation and earnest ap- 
plication, for the high destiny which the future had in store 
for him. And who, let me ask the same gentlemen, who 
is James Todd, the present attorney general of Pennsyl- 
vania, distinguished for the extent of hislegal acquirements, 
for the comprehensive energy of his mind, for his strength 
of argument, and vigorous elocution—who, sir, is he? He, 
too, is a Northern laborer—a Pennsylvania wood-chopper. 
In early childhood a destitute, desolate orphan, bound out 
by the overseers of the poor as an apprentice to a laborer ! 
These, sir, are some of the fruits of Northern institutions, 
some of the slaves to whom the honorable gentleman will 
have to preach insurrection ! 

But, if the Northern institutions be hostile to equality, 
and have the effect that the honorable gentleman contends 
for, to keep down the workmen and make them tributary 
to the capitalists, how comes it, how comes it, that I am 
now, at an early age, a representative in this hall? Sir, 
the gentleman is utterly, utterly deceived as to the effect 
of our institutions and the character of public sentiment in 
the North. 

Fellow-freemen of my own, my native district, bankers, 
capitalists, and merchants, (so much denounced, ) manu- 
facturers, mechanics, and laborers, I appeal to you all: 
Did it ever occur to any one of you, when I was a candi- 
date for the high office to which your free suffrages have 


elevated me—did it, I say, ever occur to any one of you to | 


object to me because poverty, orphanage, and destitution 
had once made me a laborer for my daily bread? No, sirs, 
no, I will do you the justice to answer for you—no! 
Your inquiry was not, ‘‘is he rich or poor, a laborer, a 
capitalist, a banker, or a merchant?” but ‘*is he a man? 
has he ability enough moderately to sustain our interests 
in the great councils of the nation, and nerve and moral 
courage enough fearlessly to defy the assaults of power, 
and to vindicate the outraged principles of our constitution?” 


And here, sir, I now am, and what is there to prevent me 
from taking my stand by the side of the proudest man in | 


this hall? 


Mr. Chairman, it is not the first time that I have heard 
a parallel run between the slaves of the South and the 
working-men of the North. For a while, sir, that parallel 
was made as to the relative condition of the free negroes 
of the North and the slaves of the South. Recently, how- 


ever, some of those who advocate the surpassing excellence | 


of the slave institutions of the South, have taken a bolder 
and more daring stand. Racking their brains for arguments 
and illustrations to justify slavery as it prevails among 
them, they have hazarded the bold proposition that slavery 
exists in every country ; and that, in the North, the opera- 
tives, thongh nominally free, are in fact the slaves of the 
capitalists. Such a proposition is monstrous. I tell you, sir, 
gentlemen deceive themselves. ‘They slander the free in- 
stitutions of their country. They wrong the most intelli- 


for intellectual improvement. I have seen them avail them- 
selves of every leisure moment for mental culture. I have 
seen them learned in the languages, skilled in the sciences, 
and informed in all that is necessary to give elevation to 
the character of man, and to fit him for the high destinies 
for which he was designed. Let the honorable gentleman 
go among them, and he will find them in all respects equal 
to those who make it their boast that they own all the la- 
borers in the South. Yes, sir, as well qualified to become 
honorable rulers of a free people—having hvads fitted for 
the highest councils, and fearless hearts and sinewy arms 
for the enemies of this great nation. 

Mr, Chairman, I call upon gentlemen of the North to 
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bear witness to the truth of what I have said; I call upon 
them to look back to the days of their childhood and say 
whom they have seen attain honor, distinction, wealth, and 
affluence? Are they not the working, the industrious parts 
of society? And do not the institutions of the North ne- 
cessarily lead to such results? Sir, when J pause for a 
moment, and behold what are now the little destitute play- 
mates of my childhood, I am overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment. Some of them have gone forth from their homes, 
become draughters and signers of declarations of indepen- 
dence, founders of new empires, breakers of the chains of 
despotism, and the earth, even in their youth, has drunk 
up their blood, shed willingly in the cause of the rights of 
man. Some have ministered at the ultar of their divine 
Master. Some have led the bar, adorned the Senate, illus- 
trated the judiciary ; and others have wandered in the flow- 
ery field of literature, trod in the cool, tranquillizing 
paths of philosophy, delved in the depths of science, and 
compassed the world with their enterprise. In a word, 
civilization has no pursuit that they have not already hon- 
ored and adorned. And yet these men are some of the 
fruits of those odious institutions against which the eloquent 
gentleman has undertaken his crusade. 

Sir, it is the glory of the Northern institutions that they 
give to every man, poor and rich, high and low, the same 


| fair play. They place the honors, emoluments, and dis- 


tinctions of the country before him, and say “ go run your 
race for the prize, the reward shall encircle the brow of the 
most worthy.” Thus it is that every one feels and knows 
that he has a clear field before him, and that, with indus- 
try, prudence, and perseverance, he can command success 
in any honorable undertaking. He knows that his indus- 
try is his own; his efforts are his own, and that every blow 
he strikes, whilst it redounds to his own immediate advan- 
tage, contributes also to the good of the community, and 


| the glory and renown of his country. All honorable em- 


ployments are open to him. ‘The halls of legislation are 
open to him; the bar is open to him; the fields of science 
are befure him; there is no barrier between him and the ob- 
ject of his ambition, but such as industry and perseverance 
may overcome. 

Look at the workings of their institutions upon the ap- 
pearance of the North. Look at her mighty cities, her for- 


| ests of masts,her smiling villages, her fertile fields, her pro- 


ductive mines, her numerous charities, her ten thousand 
improvements. Behold my own, my native State. Penn- 
sylvania is intellectualized under their auspices. Her soil 


| and hills and valleys and rocks and everlasting mountains 


live and breathe under the animating influence of her in- 
telligent and hard-working population; every stream feeds 
its canal, every section of country has its railroad, distance 
is annihilated, the flinty ribs of her rocky mountains are 


| driven asunder, the bowels of the earth yield forth their 
| treasures, and the face of the earth blooms and blossoms 


and fructifies like a paradise. And all this, all this is the 


| result of the intelligence, industry, and enterprise of North- 
gent and enterprising class of men on earth. I know them | 


well; [ have been long associated with them. I have seen | 
them form themselves into libraries and other associations | 


ern laborers, fostered by the genial influence of their insti- 
tutions. 

Nor are their efforts confined to their own country alone. 
Their industry and enterprise compass the whole earth. 
There is not a wave under heaven that their keels have not 
parted; not a breeze ever stirred to which they have not 
unfurled the starry banner of their country. Go to the 
frozen ocean of the North and you will find them there ; to 
the ocean in the extreme South and you will find them 
there. Nature has no difficulty that they have not over- 
come—the world no limit that they have not attained. 

In every department of mind do the institutions of the 
North exert a wholesome, a developing influence. Sir, it 
was but a few days since that you saw the members of this 
House gathered round the electro-magnetic machine of Mr. 
Davenport. ‘There they stood, mute and motionless; be- 
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holding, for the first time, the secret, sublime, and myste- 
rious principles of nature applied to mechanics; and there 
was the machine, visible to all eyes, moving with the ra- 
pidity of lightning, without any apparent cause. But the 
genius that made the application of this sublime and mys- 
terious influence, who is he but a laboring, hard-working 
blacksmith of the North ? 

Sir, where do learning, literature, and science flourish 
but in the North? Where does the press teem with the 
products of mind but in the North? Where are the sci- 
entific institutions, the immense libraries, rivalling almost 
at this early day, Europe’s vast accumulations, but in the 
North? And who, sir, gives form, and grace, and life, 
and proportion to the shapeless marble but the sculptor of 


the pencil contribute her glowing creations to the stuck of 
Northern renown. To Northern handiwork are you in- 
debted for this magnificence of this mighty Capitol. And 
those noble historical pieces now filling the panels of the 
Rotundo, which display the beginning, progress, and con- 
summation of your Revolution, and give to all posterity 
the living forms and breathing countenances of the fathers 
of your republic—they, too, are the works of a Northern 
artist ! 

But before I conclude this branch of my subject, let me 
make one observation that I had almost forgotten. The gen- 
tleman seems to think that our workmen must of necessity 
be the passive instruments of our capitalists. His idea of the 
power and influence of wealth, controlling the very desti- 
nies of the man who labors, must be derived from the in- 
stitutions of his own generous South; where he frankly 
avows that the capitalist does absolutely own the laborers. 
His views are, however, utterly inapplicable to the North. 
Who are the Northern capitalists of to-day, but the pen- 
nyless apprentices of yesterday? Sir, in the North there 
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foster sectional jealousies? I stand here the representa- 
tive of the whole country. Not an inch of any part of 
that country shall be disparaged with my consent. What- 
ever concerns its honor and renown deeply and dearly 
concerns me. I will scrupulously respect the rights and 
feelings of every section of the country, and do all in my 
power to advance, nothing to retard, its peculiar interests 
except where they may come in conflict with some great 
fundamental principle which must not be sacrificed. | 
will"exert my influence to heal sectional differences, exter- 
pate petty jealousies, foster a becoming spirit of concilia- 
tion, promote universal harmo::y among the different por 
tions of the Union, and make ine Uniorr itself as everlast 


| ing as the soil which it embraces. With these feelings 
the North? Yes, sir, and there, too, does the genius of | 


is scarcely a class of men existing exclusively as capital- | 


ists. The-character of capitalist and laborer is there uni- 
ted in the same person. In ninety-nine cases out of a 
hundred, he who is a capitalist has become so by his own 
industry and perseverance. He begins as an humble 
‘‘laborer’—his industry, virtue, and integrity his only 
capital. He gradually accumulates. Every day of toil 
increases his means. His means are then united to his 
labor, and he receives the just and honest profits of them 
both. Thus he goes on, joining his accumulations with 
his labor, receiving the profits of his capital and his toil, 
scattering the fruits of his efforts abroad for the benefit of 
society, living in manly independence, and laying up a 
stock of comfort and enjoyment for bis declining years. 
Such was the rich Girard, the ‘* merchant and mariner,” 


and this determination I have come into this House. But, 
sir, I never can and never will remain silent when the 
rights, or interests, or characters, or institutions of my 


| own immediete constituents are attacked. No, sir, let 


that attack come from what quarter it may, I will be ev: 
prompt to offer my feeble resistance and interpose my vowe 
in their just vindication ! 

I now beg leave, Mr. Chairman, to make a few remarks, 
more immediately connected with the bill under considera 
tion. By the madness and folly of her rulers, our coun 
try has been precipitated to a crisis. We have been con- 
vened here to meet that crisis. That is, the people and 
this House have been so informed. But have we met it! 
Are we meeting it? No, sir; we have been called her 
to do what this Honse has been doing for the last six 
years, to echo the will and further the wishes of the Ex 
ecutive ; to carry out the recommendations of the Presi- 
dent’s message ; to cease to be the free representatives o! 
the people, and to become the pliant instruments of powe 
Nothing is to be introduced to our deliberations but what 
the President has recommended. Petitions are presented, 
and they are trampled under foot; plans of relief are sug 
gested, and they are laid upon the table. The people de 
mand from you, through their representatives, a fair and 
impartial hearing, and you meet them with that gag of 
despotism—the previous question. And when we ask 
why is all this, we are impudently told that we must at- 
tend to the relief of the Government; that we have noth- 
ing to do with the people; that the President has submit- 
ted his plans, and that right or wrong we must sustain 
them ; that he has chalked out to us the line of our legis 


| lative duties, and that we must follow that line, toe the 


as he styles himself in his last will. He began his career 


a destitute cabin-boy. And such are the capitalists all 
over the North. They were all laburers some few years 
since ; and the humble operative of to-day must and will 
be the wealthy capitalist in some few years to come; and so 
far are the institutions of the North from retarding his ad- 
vanee, that they encourage him, aid him, cheer, cherish, 
and sustain him in his onward career. 

But, sir, there is no limit to this subject. I will pur-ue 
it no farther. I might e isily exhaust myself, but the sub- 
ject is nexhaustible. What I have said has been said to 
vindicate the character of my constituents from unjust 
attacks, and to relieve the institutions of the North from 
the burden of denunciation which has been so profusely 
heaped upon them. I have uttered nothing in a spirit of 
disparagement to the South. No, Heaven forbid! Tam 
incapable of it. ‘The whole country is my country. To 
me there is neither North nor South, East nor West. I 
am an humble representative of it all, Our fathers fought 
and bled and died for it all. And how can we, their sons, 
if we respect their principles and cherish and venerate their 
memories, how can we quarrel about local difficulties and 





mark ; yes, toe the mark is their phrase, and then go home 
and tell our constituents that we have slavishly done our 
master’s bidding. 

Sir, it is by conduct like this that our country has been 
precipitated from the height of prosperity into the very 


| depths of distress. This House is ‘tesponsible for much 


of the evil under which the people are now groaning. Their 


| representatives in Congress have been faithless to them 


They have surrendered up their independence and become 
the mere echo of the President’s will. Instead of freely 
deliberating and choosing what was best for the people and 
the country, they have been watching the ever-changing 
countenance of the Executive, and ascertaining what wer 
his wishes and determinations—and thus have they been 
slavishly echoing and re-echoing that will until the great 
fundamental interests of the conntry have been entirely sa 

rificed. ‘The people have been lost sight of; those who 
were their servants have become their masters. I ask eve- 
ry candid man whether the legislation of Congress has not, 
for many years, conformed, in every important particular, to 


| the commands of the Executive? Whether the rescripts 


of the administration have not been the law of the land ! 
Let us revert to the history of the past and see what are 
the lessons that it teaches. 

Large majorities of both Houses of Congress passed an 
act for the recharter of the Bank of the United States. Tl 
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democratic Legislature of my own State, Pennsylvania, 
unanimously recommended it. It was vetoed by the Presi- 
dent. And what did Congressdo? Why, sir, changed 
their opinion—echoed that veto! Yes, we saw the very 


man who draughted and advocated the bill for rechartering | 


the bank, (Mr. Dallas,) presiding at a town meeting a few 
weeks afterwards, and there opposing the very measure of 
which he was the author and father; ay, turning at the 
beck of the President, like Saturn of old, to destroy his 
own offspring. This, perhaps, may have been all very 
well; but is it not a remarkable proof that members of 
Congress found it inconvenient to have opinions which did 
not exactly conform to those of the Executive ? 

But again: Congress investigated the situation of the 
Bank of the United States, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether it still continued to be a safe depository of the pub- 
lic moneys. They found its situation to be sound and 
wholesome, and declared, by a large majority, that the de- 
posites should be continued in it, according fo law. The 
President, however, a short time afterwards determined 
otherwise, ordered the Secretary of the Treasury to lay vi- 
olent hands upon the treasures of the nation, to take them 
from the place where Congress and the law declared they 
should be, and scatter them abroad over the land, by de- 
positing them With the pet banks; there to be used for the 
purpose of swelling the deluge of paper money, and of 
feeding and pampering and bloating the demoralizing spirit 
of speculation. 

In sixty days afterwards Congress met. 
what did members of Congress do? Did they adhere to 
their former resolution? No, sir, they again surrendered 
up their independence ; again changed their opinion, and 
again echoed the will of the Executive. 

Then it was, that the President formed his league of pet 
banks. He conceived and planned, and put in operation, 


Well, and 


a project which, according to his promise, was to banish 
bank rags from the community, give us the best of curren- 
cies, and fill up the channels of circulation with gold. This 


was the sole work of the Executive and his agents. Con- 
gress had nothing to do with it. He submitted his plan, 
however, to Congress, in the form of a law, for their ap- 
proval. ‘They hesitated for a while, and grumbled a little; 
but, not daring to disobey, they at length again complied 
with his requisitions, went through all the unmeaning forms 
and idle ceremonies necessary to give it a legul shape, for- 
got the people and the country, and again echoed the will 
of the Executive ! y 
! But, sir, it is in vain to give further examples of the en- 
tire dependence of this House on the Executive. The 
President has been passing our laws! 
and in fact, has had nothing to do with them! 
has been supreme. ‘This House, instead of being the free 
representative body of the people, has been the representa- 
tive of the President! 

But the bubble has at length burst. The gilded project 
of which so much was promised apd so inuch expected by 
an injured and confiding people, is at an end. While the 


people stood anxiously awaiting the realization of its prom- | 


ised advantages, it suddenly exploded, and involved them 
and their business, the country, its exchanges, currency, 
and prosperity, in a scene of confusion and distress unpar- 
alleled in the annals of our civil history. 
ment, from a hollow and bloated appearance of sanity, be- 
came suddenly bankrupt. ‘The people were overwhelmed 
with distress, and from every quarter of the country asked 
relief from the evils that had come upon them. 

Meeting, then, under these circumstance, I ask had we 
not a right to expect that Congress once more would re- 
sume its independence, and attend faithfully and fearless- 
ly to the business of their constituents, and that the ad- 
ministration would now abandon its projects and give over 
its attempts to sway and subjugate and enslave the repre- 


| we done ? 


| was used by the administration. 


Congress, in truth | 
His will | 
| there. 


| No. 
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sentatives of the country? But have our expectations 
been realized? What have we been about! What have 
Let us see whether we have not again been 
subserviently echoing the will of the Executive ? 

Our first act was to pass a bill for the postponement of 


| the payment of the fourth instalment to the States, to 


withhold from them the sum of upwards of nine millions 
of dollars, which, by the act of 23d June, 1836, we had 
contracted to put in their possession. By that law it is 
provided ** that all the money in the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, on the first of January, 1837, reserving the 
sum of five millions of dollars, should be deposited with 
the States in proportion to their respective representation 
in the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States.” Under this law it became the duty of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘I'reasury, on the first of January, 1837, to 
reserve five millions out of it for the use of the Govern- 


| ment, and appropriate the balance, whatever it might be, 


to the States as already mentioned. ‘The Secretary of the 


Treasury performed this duty, aud found that there were 
| upwards of forty-two millions of dollars in the Treasury. 
| He reserved the five millions, and then announced to the 


different States of the Union, that there was in the T'reas- 
ury, specifically set apart for them, the sum of thirty-seven 
millions of dollars, to be paid to them in four instalments. 
The States agreed to receive the money. Three instal- 
ments of the money they did receive. The fourth aud 
last instalment of between nine and ten millions of dollars 
was to have been paid to them on the first of this month. 
This is a plain unvarnished statement of the case. Thus 


| we see that on the first day of January last, there was in 


the Treasury thirty-seven millions of money specifically 
set apart by the law for the States. There it was. The 
Secretary of the Treasury counted it and declared it to be 
there. Now, why has not this money been all paid to 
the States? Was it because this House passed a bill for 
the postponement of the last payment? No, sir, but be- 
cause this administration had previously used this money 
for their own purposes. “They, Martin Van Buren and 
his administration, betrayed the trust reposed in them, 
squandered this money—and when the representatives of 
the people assemble here in special session, we are infurm- 
ed by the President and his Secretary of the Treasury that 
the money that was in the Treasury for the States is gone, 
has evaporated, and that we will have to postpone the pay- 
ment of one fourta of it. Thus we see that the money 
The President and his 
policy have postponed the payment of the fourth instal- 
ment. Congress has had nothing to do with it. The 
money was there for the States on the first of January last. 
When we met here in eight months afterwards it was not 
Suppose the bill for postponing its payment had 
not been passed, could the States have got the money ? 
Why? Because the administration bad previously 
used the money that was specifically set apart for them. 


Thus you perceive that the Executive postponed the pay- 


mentof it. And, after duing this, he very modestly calls 
upon Congress to pass a law to do what he had previously 
done! Well, and what did Congress do? Why again 
they echo the will of the President, pass a law postponing 


| what had already been postponed, and declaying a solemn 
The Govern- | 


falsehood to the whole country, that we, yes, that we had 
withheld from the people of the States nine millions and a 


| half of money, when it had been done months before by 


the executive rulers of our country ! 

This is the first exhibition of the independence of this 
body! If we continue thus to comply with the behests 
of power and to delude and betray the people, I ask, in 
the name of Heaven, what is to become of our country 
and its free institutions ? 

{Here the House took its usual recess. 
cess Mr. Naor resumed. } 


After the re- 
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Mr. Chairman, the embatrassment incident to my no- 
vel situation, and the excitement which hurried me on to 
vindicate Northern people, sustain Northern institutions, 
and to show their effect upon the community, caused me 
to forget this morning some of the topics that I had intend- 
ed to introduce, and to enlarge on others that I expected 
only to have glanced at. It is too late, however, to take 
them up now. I will go on, therefore, where I left off. 

The second great measure which the administration 
commanded you to pass, and which you did pass, was the 
bill for the manufacture of ten millions of Treasury notes. 
Yes, ten millions of paper money—ten millions, not of 
bank rags, but Government rags—ten millions of old con- 
tinental paper—ten millions of shin plasters! And is it 
possible that these are the fruits of these long years of ex- 
citing, convulsing, distracting experiments, which our 
rulers promised us should produce such a safe and conve- 
nient currency, and flood the whole land with gold? Ay, 
gold, gold, was the cry; and now we have gold with a 
vengeance! The banner of our rulers has had for its 
Motto, not our country, nor liberty, nor patriotism, nor 
union, nor any other ennobling or inspiring sentiment ; 
no, sir, but that miserable and mercenary promise ** for 
gold, gold, gold.” For years have our people been mock- 
ed and deluded with the empty promise of gold. And 
now, at the very moment when they reach forth their ex- 
pecting hands to possess it, like the gold which is said to 
reward a bargain with the Prince of Darkness, it turns in 
their grasp into dust and ashes! The Government has 
been raking it together from all quarters of the earth. 
They have wrung it with an iron and unrelenting grasp 
from the possession of the people. They have forced it 
out of circulation. It is money no longer; it is now 
merchandise. It is bought and sold, as you would buy 
your bread or any other necessary or convenience of life 
The people are forced to buy it in order to pay their debts 
to the Government. And what does the Government do 
with it? pay it back to the people? No, sir, no, but 


magnanimously gives it to the officeholders! The office- 
holders then sell it to the people at a profit of from seven | 
to twelve per cent. The people again pay it to the Gov- | 


ernment from which, as before, it immediately passes to 
the officeholders, who again sell it to the people at a large 
profit. Thus it moves round and round in one continued 
and contracted circle, cursing the people, and taking at 
every turn from their hard earnings the amount of pre- 
mium paid for it, and enriching the pampered officeholder, 
just in proportion asit robs them. In the meantime the 
officeholders have got the Government exclusively to them- 
selves. ‘They have all the gold to themselves. They 
tell us that the Government and the people must be sep- 
arate and distinct, that it was never intended that the 
Government should sympathize with their sufferings, or 
extend relief to their distresses. And how, sir, does this 
golden Government, with its immense professions, pay its 
own debts? What do they give to the hard toiling me- 
chanic—the aged, feeble and tottering war-worn soldier of 
the Revolution? And what has the country for.a curren- 
cy? Why, rags, rag; not “ bank rags’ alone; no, (for 
they grow more scarce every day, ) but all kinds of rags— 
a complete prece of patch work, an undistinguished gath- 
ering together of rottenness and confusion. And, to crown 
the whole, the President and his gilded partisans, have 


passed the bill for the manufacture of ten millions more of 


rags, with which still further to curse the country—the 
bill creating ten millions of paper money for the people ! 
Tn the name of Heaven, I ask, when will this evil end? 
When will members of Congress be members of Congress, 
break the shackles that bind them to the blind and dark and 
ferocious spirit of power, and stand forth the free represent- 
atives of the country ? 
Mr. Chairman, what an awful reckoning must the peo 





ple have with those in power? Sir, the account must he 


made up sooner or later, between them and those rulers 
who have been promising only to deceive them, sporting 
with their hopes, trampling down their interests, marring 
their enterprises, and bruising their tenderest sympathies. 
The day of reckoning must come, will come! As certain- 
ly as truth must prevail over error, as certainly as rights 
must be vindicated and injuries redressed, so certainly will 
the people have justice, ay, and vengeance too, for the 
many wrongs with which a long course of misrule has visi- 
ted them. We have already heard the rumbling at a dis- 
tance. The volcano will burst forth. I warn gentle- 
men—I warn the administration, to “flee from the wrath to 
come !”’ 

But, sir, I have again been hurried beyond my subject. 
I intended to have alluded to the Treasury note bill only 
to show that this measure, like all others, had been passed 
in conformity with the President's will. 

‘The opposition in this House did all that reasonable men 
could do to prevent its passage. One submitted a plan 
for the collection of the debts owing by the deposite banks, 
and showing conclusively that, by this means, the Govern- 
ment could get their money from the banks and be saved 
the mortifying expedient of issuing ten millions of rag 
money. But no, it would not do. His proposition was 
not listened to. Another gentleman submitted a plan for 
the sale of the bonds which were given by the Bank of 
the United States, and not yet due to the Government ; 
proving satisfactorily that this would entirely disconnect the 
Government from the bank, and raise money amply sufli- 
cient to dispense with the issuing of the Treasury notes. 
No, they would have Treasury notes. ‘The President had 
recommended them, and of course his recommendation 
must become a law. So accustomed are the President and 
heads of Departments to consider their recommendations as 
having the force of law, and so certain was the Secretary 
of the Treasury that the Treasury notes would be issued, 
that a month before the bill was passed for that purpose, 
we find him writing circulars to many of the banks, and a 
great number of the large capitalists in the country, huck- 
stering these very notes about for sale! What a humilia- 
ting commentary upon the independence of the people’s 


| representatives in Congress ! 


But, sir, the Secretary of the Treasury knew that this 


| House would not disregard the will of the Executive. You 


did again echo that will. The law is passed. The ad- 
ministration designed to establish a great Treasury bank. 
The design is as evident as the sun in a cloudless heaven 
at noonday. They knew that they could deceive the peo- 
ple no longer with the golden humbug. They have now 
established their bank. You have ordered the issue of ten 


| niillions of its notes to begin with. These are all, and the 


only gold which the suffering people of this country will 
ever get from this false and deceitful administration! These, 
sir, are sulemn truths, and why should I fear to utter 
them ? 

What next? The next great measure that we have re- 
commended to us is the last great experiment of those in 
power, the ‘*Sub-Treasury System.” This project has 
not vet received the sanction of this House, and I pray 
Heaven that it never may. It is now before us for consid- 
eration. I purpose, in conclusion, to make a few hasty re- 
marks upon it. Iam opposed to this measure. Although 
not yet approved by Congress, it is now in operation. We 
see its workings. We have eaten of its fruits, and, for 
myself, they are distasteful tome. I loathe then. I am 
for cutting down the tree that produced them. 

Sir, this scheme proposes to place in the hands of indi- 
viduals who are dependent alone on the will of the Presi- 
dent for their continuance in office, all, yes all the count- 
less millions of the money of this Government for disburse- 
ment and safe-keeping. ‘These men are to receive it, hold 
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it, use it, when and as they please, with no earthly barrier 
between it and the te:nptation to appropriate it to their own 
uses, which the personal custody of such immense treasures 
must offer, than the feeble restraints of poor, weak, fallible 
human nature, and the fear of the consequences which 
might result from an ultimate detection. 

How many receivers and holders of the public money, or, 
in other words, how many ‘‘ sub-treasurers’’ there will 
be scattered throughout the whole extent of this wide 
spread country, no man can at present determine. In 
France, where a similar system prevails, there are one 
hundred thousand! Here, I have no doubt, in a short 
time, the number would even exceed that. These men are 
to hold and absolutely possess the whole treasures of the 
nation. Some of them, particularly in our large cities, will 
have millions of dollars in their handsat atime. One un- 
interrupted golden current will be continually pouring in 
upon them. What a temptation, (even aside from party 
political influences) is thus offered to use a portion of this 
money occasivnally or continually, as need or cireumstan- 
ces may require! Sir, the temptation will be irresistible. 
Surrounded by needy or pressing friends in distress, whose 
families and fortunes they may think will be comforted or 
repaired by a timely loan; in the very midst of the exciting 
whirl of speculation, with Fortune’s dazzling visions urging 
them on to use the treasures confided to their keeping, and 
embark in schemes promising to result in the enjoyment of 
immense possessions, and with the full certainty that a tem- 
porary use of even large amounts, cannot be discovered ; 
taking into consideration with these circumstances the fact 
that there will be one hundred thousand of these men—I 
say they will, in some cases, inevitably misappropriate the 
money. Large amounts of it must be lost. The treasures 
of the country will be plundered. Under such a system, 
there is no safety for the public funds. 

But, sir, this is not the only evil that I see in this meas- 
ure, The loss of the public moneys will be nothing com- 
pared to the moral and political evils that must flow from 
it. :** Lead us not into temptation,” was the sublime prayer 
of vur God. Our rulers, disregarding this divine lesson, 
seam determined to surround their public officers with a 
consuming fire of temptation, from which there is to be no 
hope of escape. Their consciences are to he seared, and 
they are to go abroad corrupted and corrupting until the 
whole body politic becomes one offensive mass of putridity, 
smelling to heaven and tainting the very atmosphere of 
freedom. This may be strong language. ButTI see the 
evil strongly. I feel it strongly. 

I have heard of the danger of uniting the purse and the 
sword. All the unions of this kind, heretofore deprecated 
as existing in this country, are as ropes of sand or bonds 
of gossamer compared to what will be the case if you pass 
this bill! You will not only unite one purse and one 
sword—no, sir, you will unite one hundred thousand purses 
and one hundred thousand swords—all ready to yield up 
their treasures and leap from their scabbards at the nod or 
stamping of the foot of one man ! 

A ‘sub-Treasury bill,” it is gently termed in this 
House. Before the country, for the purpose of deluding 
the people and exciting popular feelings in its favor, you 
name it a ‘bill to divorce the Government from the 
banks.” But what is it? ‘Trampling the mere name 
under our feet, and looking at it as it is, stripped and 
naked in all its edious deformity—I ask what is it! Why, 
sir, it is a bill for arresting the flow of our prosperity—for 
subverting the fundamental principles of our repullic—a 
bill for laying the corner stone of despotism. How do 
those in power recommend it to us?) What arguments do 
they urge in favor of its adoption? ‘*Oh,” they say, ‘* it 
is no new scheme. It exists in France; it flourishes in 
Prussia and Austria—it has grown into full and vigorous 
perfection in Russia. It prevails in ‘Turkey and in every 
despotism of the new and old world.” 
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My heart shudders, my blood curdles at their recom- 
mendations. In every country under heaven where such a 
system prevails, the people are trampled on and plundered 
of their rights; ground down to the very dust by the awful 
despotism of their rulers ; bought and sold like cattle with 
the earth, persecuted by power, plundered by these very 
sub-treasurers, ‘* chained to the brutes and fettered to the 
soil.” And yet, sir, this administration and its advocates 
urge the exainple of these odious tyrannies, as almost the 
only argument in favor of the adoption of their hateful 
scheme. They tell us that their plan works very well in 
those countries. But they do not tell us that it is there the 
grand engine of despotism, without which the people could 
not be keptin slavery! Yes, the plan does work well in 
despotisms. It does the work effectually. It works ad- 
mirably well. It answers the very purpose for which it 
was designed—that of plundering and enslaving the peo- 
ple, whilst it deprives them of the power of resistance ! 

Where am 1? Is it possible that here, in this mighty 
capital of the only free republic on earth, with the deeds 
of our gallant fathers still green in our memories, with here 
and there one of their lingering associates now gazing upon 
our deliberations, and the thunders of Yorktown yet ring- 
ing in our ears—is it possible, I say, under these circum- 
stances, that we can calmly listen to a proposition to aban- 
don the settled policy of our Government from its begin- 
ning to this day, despise and denounce the wisdom of its 
immortal founder, reject a course which has secured an un- 
exampled prosperity to our country, and the utmost stretch 
of liberty to ourselves--and ‘turn back and affectionately 
embrace--hug to our bosoms, as jewels above all price, 
the barbarous institutions of the dark and benighted despot- 
isms of the old word? Are weto turn a deaf ear to the 
counsels of our revolutionary sages aud receive for our 
guide the arbitrary decrees of autocrats and tyrants? Sir, 
is the republican seed, scattered far and wide by our im- 
mortal sires, to be eradicated with our own hands--and aro 
we to transplant into our fertile soil the sickly shoots of 
despotism, and nurse and water and cherish them into 
health and vigor and fructification? Heaven forbid. Let 
every man who wishes well to our republican institutions 
put the seal of his reprobation on this scheme. 

I have said that this very ‘* sub-Treasury system” is one 
of the great means used by the autocrats of Europe for per- 
petuating their tyrannies. In the hands of a monarch it is 
an engine of tremendous power. He appoints every offi- 
cer. ‘They are al) absolutely dependent upon him, and 
are appointed to do his bidding. They are responsible to 
him alone. They are scattered all over the empire. Every 
petty district has its officer to receive and hold the revenues 
of the Government. They have immediate communica- 
tion with the people. Of course, as the interest of the 
officer binds him to serve his sovereign, and as there is no 
one to interfere between them, the money he receives can 
be used in influencing the people (or subjects as they are 
there called) in any way desirable. Thus thousands and 
tens of thousands of these little treasurers are using the 
money in their respective districts, so as to produce the de- 
sired influence on the people. And yet, in a moment, the 
whole treasure can be collected in one concentrated mass at 
the nod of the monarch. This is ull done silently and se- 
cretly. ‘The evil is felt and no one can tell whence it comes. 
Despotism is upon them, and they have no means to break it, 

This system of monarchy, this engine of despotism, is 
the very one which the bill under consideration proposes 
to introduce into this country. It will make the power of 
the President as supreme as that of any autocrat of Eu- 
rope. You will have a hundred thousand officeholders 
appointed by the President, holding their office at his 
pleasure, dependent upon his will for the very bread they 
eat, and commissioned to do his bidding. Every neighbor- 
hood will have within its narrow confines one of these 
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** sub-treasurers, ”” 


**to harass the people and eat out 
their substance.” The land will be filled with spies and 
informers, All the public money, millions on millions, 
will be in their hands! It will be scattered about among 
their partisans, become the source of countless demoralizing 
speculations upon the industry and property of the people, 
and must inevitably end in concentrating all power in the 
breast of the Executive. Adopt this scheme, carry out its 
provisions in all their ramifications, and there will be no 
salvation for this republic ; republican forms may exist, but 
despotism will be its very life-blood, its pervading spirit. 
This scheme will not only increase the number of your 
officers four-fold, and thus quadruple the taxes of the peo- 
ple, but it will furnish Government with an irresistible 
means of coutrolling the popular will. These officers must 
use the money to promote the views of their masters. They 
are appointed for that purpose. He who would dare refuse 
to do their bidding would not only be instantly dismissed, 
but hunted beyond the pale of national consideration ; yes, 


be denationalized and proscribed by the bireling hacks of | throughout its whole extent, the heart and spirit of despot- 


party power. 

Will any gentleman dare say that tliese evils are all im- 
aginary ? What takes place in one country will, under the 
same circumstances, take place in another. ‘T'his system 
is the one by which despotism perpetuates itself all over the 
world. Why can it not, why will it not, be used for the 


rulers? What takes place among us now? 
in power attempt to force the minds of the people to think 
with them? Do they follow the popular will, or do they 
make the popular will bend to their decrees? Sir, my 


honorable colleague [Mr. Senceanr] told a grave truth | 
the other day, when he said that Government carried every | 
It singles out its object, selects its plan, | 


thing by a war. 
adopts its measures, and then opens its campaign, and, 
with its vountless officeholders, vast treasures, and im- 
mense power and patronage, enters the field, marshals all 
the “faithfal’ to its standard, shoots as deserters all who 
fly, and marches onward crushing those who dare oppose ! 


There was a time in the days of Jefferson—in the good | 


old days of real democracy—when an officer of the Govern- 
ment interfering with the freedom of elections, or attempt- 
ing to influence the popular will, was instantly disinissed 
from office. 


” 


opinion should at once lose his office. 
fundamental lav of Jeffersonian democracy. Now, sir, 
those who claim to be the exclusive democrats of the land 
have reversed this law. ‘The maxim at present is, ‘that 
the officer of the General Government who dves nof use 
all his power and influence tu control the people shall be 
forthwith dismissed.”” Hence, sir, we find that it is the 
officeholders all over the Union who fight the political bat- 
tles for the adminstration. They must do it; they are 
bound to do it; and they do do it. 

In the election which resulted in sending me as a repre- 


sentative of the people into this hall, the officeholders of | something that he wanted of him, it became circulating 


| credit or confidence ; and as that became widely extended 


the General Government of my own and the neighboring 
districts were the persons who bore all the heat and labor 
of the campaign, and did all the speech-making against 
me. Not only that, sir; but at least one person residing 


here, in the city of Washington, in this grand seat of Ex- | 
ecutive power, holding a lucrative situation under the Gov- | 
ernment, having his sons employed here in Government | motes travel, improves the country, facilitates civilization, 


departments, left his family, travelled one hundred and | de velops industry, quickens the mental faculties, expands 


fifty miles to get into my district, and there mounted the | 


stump, became an open-mouthed brawling advocate of 
party power, called upon the people to reject me, and come 
to the support of ‘his master in Washington. Sir, if such 
scenes are familiar to us now, what will take place when 


vou make four times the number of officers, and place mil- ' 
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| he converse of the proposition is true. 
same purpose here! Is it for the want of a disposition in our 


Do not those | 


It was the cardinal maxim of the administra- | 
tion of this illustrious man ‘* that an officer who would at- | 
tempt to use his power and influence to control public | 
This was the | 
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lions and tens of millions of public money in their hands ! 
My heart shudders at the contemplation. 

Mr. Chairman, I have shown that this system is the 
engine of tyranny wherever it exists, and that the example 
of other nations, urged upon us by its advocates, are all 
derived from despotism. 

They urge another argument in favor of this measure, 
which consorts in all things with the one just mentioned, 
They say that the effects of this scheme will be to destroy 
the whole system of credit. It is true that wherever this 
‘*sub-Treasury scheme” exists there is no credit except 
upon the most narrow and limited scale. Nor is this sin- 
gular. Recollect that this system prevails only in tyran- 
nies. The absence of credit is one of the grand character- 
istics of despotism all over the world. - Every body must 
know, or can know if he will, that a well-regulated credit 
system and despotism never have existed, do not, and 
cannot exist together. It matters not what the forms of a 
Government may be; if a system of general credit prevails 


ism must be crushed and broken. 

There is no credit system in Russia, Prussia, Austria, 
Denmark, Sweden, Spain, Turkey, nor in any other coun- 
try under heaven, where the people are in chains and 
wretchedness, misery and degradation. Nor is this all. 
There is no 
country in which a well-regulated credit system prevai!s 
where the people are in bondage. It is a fact, which no 
man having any respect for truth can deny, that just in 
proportion as a sound credit prevails in any country, in the 
same proportion are the people in the enjoyment of happi- 
ness and civil and political liberty. 

The reason for all this is very obvious. What is credit! 
It is trust, confidence, belief and faith in the honor and in- 
tegrity of man. It was the first kind of money, upon 
which all other money is founded. It existed before paper 


| or letters were dreamed of, and long before the metals, either 


precious or base, were extracted from the gloomy bowels of 
the earth. 


In the early stages of society, men obtained from each 


! . 
| other the product of their labors by barter or exchange. 
| The artizan would exchange his wares for the gain of the 


husbandman. If he wanted bread and had nothing at the 
time to give in exchange, the farmer, giving credit to his 
integrity, would furnish him with bread stuff on his pro- 
mise to give him his wares in return when convenient. 
This credit was, therefore, the only money then. It was 
nothing but confidence of one man in another! In orde: 


| to get this confidence or credit it was necessary that a man 


should be honest. ‘Thus it improved the morals of man 
kind. The more it was used the closer did it unite men 
in society ; because it made men, in a degree, dependent 


| upon one another, and made each individual interested in 
| the welfare of the whole. 
| sympathies and humanized the human family. 
| passed from hand to hand, or in other words, when the 


Thus it encouraged the kindlic: 
When it 


farmer passed the promise of the artizan to his neighbor for 


from man to man, it associated together into one famils 
and in one interest the most distant inhabitants of a 
whole empire. 

Thus, sir, it becomes the bond of society. It introduces 
man to his fellow, and gives mutual confidence. It pro- 


moral and charitable feelings, unites men together by the 
gentlest, but strongest of all ties, and teaches them thei! 
power. ‘This is the reason why credit and despotism aré 
never found together. It makes men too strong for 
tyrants! Were it possible to diffuse, at once, throughout 
al! Russia the credit that prevails in this country, the iron 
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bonds of Russian despotism would be burst asunder as by | doing, more for her own people, more for the cause of 


magic, and the Russian serf, springing at once into the | 
full dignity of freedom, would stand erect and unshackled ! 

It is the policy of tyrants to keep their subjects apart. 
They are for weakening the ties that bind them together. 
They are for disconnecting every man from his neighbor— 
forcing him to stand isolated and alone; sowing the seeds 
of jealousy, distrust, and individual disunion, destroying 
all combinations, and making every one depend alone upon 
the sovereign power. 

This state of things cannot exist with a credit system. 
Credit gives men one interest, makes them depend upon 
one another, and combines them into one irresistible whole. 
Therefore it is that despots are at war with credit. They 
must keep men apart in savage, barbarous, desolate isolu- 
tion. ‘The moment a common interest, given by a com- 
mon understanding and mutual confidence, combines them 
together, they become irresistible in power; and despotism 
flies before them. This, sir, is the reason why liberty and 
credit are found side by side together wherever either of 
them have an existence. They are never found apart. 

Look at all the non-credit countries of Europe. They | 
are all despotisms, every one of them! And what are 
they doing for man, for civilization, for the spread of free | 
principles? Why nothing, absolutely nothing! There 
they are in chains and wretchedness, without liberty, with- 
out domestic comfort, enveloped in ignorance and barbar- | 
ism, without even the hope of rational freedom to cheer 
and brighten up the future. 

Now turn your eyes to old England—the credit country | 
of the world, our ‘father lund,”—the land from which | 
most of us derived our blood and our name. Look at her | 
manufactures, her arts, her literature, learning, science, 
and her civilization, that carries a portion of comfort and | 
liberty into every cottage throughout her island domain ; 
with her fleets on every ocean, her commerce embracing the | 
whole world, diffusing her language, institutions, and free | 
principles to the remotest corners of the earth ; overrun- | 
ning India, filling up New Holland, peopling all the South 
sea islands, and everywhere planting the standard of civil- 
ization, christianity, and civil and political liberty! 
Whilst other European nations are stationary, England, by 
her moral power, derived, in a great degree, from her credit 
system, is producing a moral and political revolution 
throughout the globe. 

Sir, let us recross the Atlantic and turn our attention to | 
America, and see what the people are doing there. Look to 
Mexico and the South American Governments. ‘That part 
of the country was first discovered and first peopled. 
inhabitants are in possession of inexhaustible mines of the 
precious metals; hard money is no scarcity there. But 
they have no credit system, and therefore no confidence in 
one another, ‘They have no liberty, not even proper no- 
tions of liberty. They have no commerce, no agriculture 
deserving of the name, no navy, no manufactures, no arts, 
no internal improvements, no literature, no science; but 


with an abundance of gold, they are benighted, ignorant, 
miserable, wretched, enslaved, and oppressed, but one de- | 


gree removed from the brutes around them! Their whole 


history is but one unmitigated narrative of savage discord, | 


murder, rapine, and bloodshed; mad infuriate revolution, 
and sanguinary insurrection! These are the people, and 
these are the institutions that are held up to us for our 
example! 

After this view of the degradation, wretchedness, and 
slavery of the southern part of America, with what feelings 
of pride and patriotic exultation can we return to our own 
proud and happy United States. I will not pretend to 
speak of her glory, prosperity, and advancement, nor por- 
tray the virtue, intelligence, genius, skill, and hardy and 
adventurous enterprise of her people. Under the influence 
of .her present institutions, she has done, and is now 

Vor. XIV.—99 


| has been tried. 


| the inordinate increase of banks. 


| before they pass this bill. 


human rights, more for civilization, more for the elevation 
of morals and of mind, and more for the whole human 
family, than any other nation that has, or ever had ex- 
istence. 

Now, sir, I appeal to every patriot in this House—I care 
not by whut party name he may be called—I solemnly appeal 
to every man in the country; I ask you all, are you pre- 
pared to abandon the means which have placed yourselves 


| and your country on such high grounds, and adopt in their 


stead the miserable, unnatural, and wretched policy of the 
foul, rank, brutal despotisms of the earth? Will you follow 
in the paths which your fathers have made holy, and which 
have led to glory, peace, liberty, prosperity, and unbounded 


| comfort—or will you obliterate every trace that they left 
| behind them, shut your eyes against the brightness of the 


past, destroy every germ of hope as to the future, and follow 
that rugged and that crooked way which has always termi- 
nated in tyranny, degradation, wretchedness, and wo? As 
for myself, my mind is made up; I am for abiding by what 
I must vote against this bill. 
One word more as to credit, and I am done. 
sir, the evils of credit. 
abused. 
abuses. 


I know, 
I know how it may be, how it is 
T have ever been a bold and open opponent of its 
I have, for years, taken an active stand against 
I have spoken against it. 


| I have written against it. [ have petitioned and remonstra- 


ted against it. I have done al! that a reasonable man could 


| do to limit their number, and check their abuses. Yes, and 


T have seen the very men who now so bitterly oppose all 
credit, within six years, double the number of those banks, 
and more than double the banking capital of the country ! 
Credit has been abused. But it is no reason why it should 
be destroyed. The abuse of any thing, is no argument 
against it. ‘The best of institutions are always those that 
are abused most. In the name of our holy religion the 


| earth has been deluged with blood, and countless’ millions 


have been consumed in the flames of martyrdom. But this 


| is no argument against either the truth, necessity, or value 


of our religion. Let us, therefore, labor to purge our credit 
system of its abuses. ‘To destroy it, would be to break 
down all confidence between man and man, and restore 
once more the savage, desolating reign of barbarism. 

Mr. Chairman, let me beg gentlemen to pause—pause 
It is now nearly six weeks since 
the commencement of this session ; during which time, we 
have been in this hall night and day. Wecome at early 


| morning, the day passes away, and the darkness of mid- 


The | 


night still finds us here. We have had no time for reading, 


| for thought, reflection, research, or calm and dispassionate 


examination. Wearied and jaded and worn out with fatigue, 


| the President and his partisans have been hurrying and 


lashing us into their measures. We have been forced 
to sit here night and day on purpose to prevent discussion, 
and to compel us, right or wrong, to sanction the plans of 
the Executive. We have been openly called upon by the 
leader of the administration party in the House [Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG } not to deliberate, Sdiscuss, and honestly make up 
our minds—No, sir, no; but to ‘* toe the mark!” We have 
invoked gentlemen to rush tu the rescue of liberty euffering, 
of our country bleeding, and our people overwhelmed with 
distress! Our appeals have been met with but one answer— 
‘toe the mark!” ** toe the mark !”” 

But a few days since I picked up from the floor of this 
House, a petition of nearly one thousand inhabitants of 
Mobile, setting forth in eloquent language the accumulated 
evils and distresses which had borne them down to the 
earth, and praying as remedy the establishinent of a na- 
tional specie paying institution by Congress. There was 
the petition on the floor—trampled upon—spitten upon— 
blurred and blotted and stained! And at that very mo- 
ment—yes, at that very moment, an honorable gentleman 
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from North Carolina, [Mr. Brsum,] was addressing the 
House and characterizing such petitioners as panic-makers, 
speculators, and rag-barons! Great Heaven! I exclaimed 
to myself, can such things be? ‘The petitions of freemen 
trampled under foot, and the petitioners themselves de- 
nounced by their own representatives! I sprung to my 
feet at the first opportunity ; but before my mouth was 
opened, the honorable gentleman from New Hampshire, 
{Mr. Cusaman,] whose head is said to ‘‘blossom and 
bloom with the*previous question,” availed himself of his 
privilege. The previous question was moved—and there 
could be no reply. 


Such, sir, is the mode in which measures have been | 


forced through the House during this session. It is now 
time to pause. I solemnly believe that the prosperity of 
the country ard the **sub-Treasury system” cannot long 
exist together. It will check the tide of our advancement. 
It will endanger our liberties. I call upon gentlemen to 
pause ere the Rubicon be passed. 

Before Mr. Nayror had concluded his remarks, as giv- 


en entire above, the House took its usual recess till four | 


o’clock. 
Eventne Sessiox. 
The House again resumed the consideration of the sub- 
Treasury bill. 
Mr. ELY MOORE rose and addressed the Chair as 


follows : 
Mr. Chairman, it is with a degree of reluctance that I 


solicit the indulgence of the committee at this late period of 


the session. It is well known that, since I have had the 
honor of a seat in this House, I have troubled it but sel- 
dom with remarks of my own. Indeed, I have long con- 


sidered it neither proper nor respectful in any member of 


any legislative body to engross the time to be devoted to pub- 
lic business in speech-making, unless the speaker have it in 
his power to impart some important information, or shed 
new light on the subject of debate. And here, sir, I feel 
bound to confess that, were I now to be governed strictly 
by this rule, I would have refrained from participating im 
this discussion. 

Mr. Chairman, I regret to say that, such is the poor and 
unprofitable fashion of the times, unless the people’s repre- 
sentatives occasionally make long and lusty speeches, they 
are but too liable to incur the people’s displeasure. And for 
this reason they often deem it expedient to make elaborate 
speeches on some given subject, that shall, when printed, 
occupy sO many columns of a newspaper, or so many pages 


of a pamphlet. In order to comply with this requisition, | 


the member is often compelled, especially when the subject 
does not happen to be a very fruitful one, or the speaker does 
not chance to possess that kind of creative power which can 
produce something out of nothing, so to draw out and dilate 
his ideas, that the reader, should he judge from their texture 
and gossamer properties, would be liable to conclude, that, 
like the spider’s web, they had been spun rather from the 
bowels than the brain. The cause of this evil, sir, lies, in a 
great mea-ure, with the people themselves. ‘The represent- 
ative, unless he inflicts some half dozen speeches upon the 
body to which he may belong, in the course of a session— 
whether called for or not, whether to the purpose or not— 
returns to his constituents under the apprehension that he 
will not receive at their hands the gratifying welcome of 
** well done, good and faithful servant.” The political as- 
pirant, therefore, must either make up his mind to swim 
with the current of public opinion, and speak often, or to 
remain silent, and sink beneath its waves. And as legis- 
lators, like other men, are more or less moved by self-love, 
pride, and ambition—passions upon which hang the fever 
of the world, and which stimulate men to action—they are 
but too liable to consult their own rather than their coun- 
try’s interest, and to embarrass the business of the nation, 
by making speeches designed for home consumption, and 
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their own political aggrandizement. Sir, I intend no dis- 
respect to the members of this body, nor to the people who 
send them here. I but speak of a custom which I conceive 
to be justly ebnoxious to censure. I speak of men as [ 
find them, and as they are. I am aware, sir, of the irrel- 
evancy of these remarks, and will not further occupy the 
time of the committee by pursuing them. 

Previously to approaching the subject properly before the 
committee, I will briefly notice certain remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Naytor,} who has just 
taken his seat. He has paid high and deserved compli- 
ments to the working men of the North—to their intelli- 
gence and to their integrity. ‘To these sentiments my heart 
most cordially responded. He represented himself to be a 
working man; he professed great regard for the interests of 
working men} he declaimed most energetically in their be- 


| half; but he uniformly votes against every measure which 


they advocate. During the present session he has voted 
for the United States Bank ; he has expressed his determi- 
nation to vote against the bill on your table. But he knows 
that the working men are opposed to the United States 


| and I feel justified in saying that ninety-nine out of every 
hundred working men are favorable to this bill. Sir, the 
relation in which I stand to the laboring classes enables 
me to judge of their views on this subject. I am in daily 
| correspondence with working men in different parts of the 
| Union, and I know that a unanimity of opinion and of senti- 
| ment in its favor prevails among them. Sir, J cannot con- 
ceive how the honorable gentleman can reconcile his pro- 
fessions with his practice. If he knows the feelings and 
the opinions of the working men, as he ought to know them; 
and if he estimates their intelligence and their integrity as 
he professes to estimate them; why then does he go counter 
to their views and to their will? Sir, the laboring classes 
have had too many such advocates! They have been too 
often flattered and betrayed by politicians! ‘Too often de- 
ceived by those who caressed and bepraised them! But, 
sir, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, not content with 
eulogizing the laboring men of the North, has made a false 
issue with the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Pick- 
ENS,] by misrepresenting his views. Sir, what was the 
position taken by the gentleman from South Carolina! [| 
understood him to say that the incorporated monopolies of 
the North were inimical to the interests and the liberties of 
the laboring classes; were calculated to abridge their natu- 
| ral and political freedom, and to subject them to a money- 
ed aristocracy ; and, for the expression of these sentiments, 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania has thought proper to 
rebuke him. But let me tell the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
| vania, that the laboring classes of the North are apprehen- 
| sive of the very evils so ably depicted by the gentleman 
| from South Carolina. Look at their organs ; consult their 
papers ; and you will find that exclusive legislation—that 
the grants of chartered monopolies—are regarded by them 
as hostile to their interests and dangerous to their liberties. 
And did not the gentleman from Pennsylvania, previous to 
his election, and during the canvass, did not he intimate 
his opposition to these very moneyed monopolies, now dig- 
nified by him under the title of institutions? And how 
has he answered the expectations which he created by his 
professions? By voting for a United States Bank! By 
opposing the bill which proposes to disconnect bank and 
State! In a word, by warring with all the principles and 
opposing all the wishes of the laboring classes! ‘*If such 
be thy gods, O! Israel! wo! wo! to those who bow be- 
fore them !” 

I now, sir, feel constrained to notice, briefly, some re- 
marks which were made yesterday by my honorable and 
much respected colleague, [Mr. Hurrman,] while addressing 
this committee on the bill under consideration. I under- 
stood him to say, sir, that the present Chief Magistrate is, 


Bank ; that they are in favor of the divorce bill, so called ; 
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in a great degree, indebted to the influence of the banks for 
his political elevation. Sir, I deny the correctness of this 
assertion. I am satisfied that Martin Van Buren owes his 
elevation to his own merits, and to the unbought suffrages 
of a majority of the American people. But, sir, if my col- 
league represents this matter truly, and the election of Mr. 
Van Buren to the Presidency was achieved through bank 
officers or bank influence, what an important lesson does 
itteach as? And how forcibly does it illustrate the dangers 
of the banking system? If banks band together in one 
political contest, they may in another. 


energies in behalf of one individual, they also may unite | 


in behalf of another, without any regard to his merits, his 
virtues, or his qualifications, provided he will lend himself 
to their interests. This is a fruitful theme, but I will not 
pursue it at present. I now turn to the subject of political 
changes, on which my colleague has said so much. If I 
mistake not, he took occasion to rebuke the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means for certain alleged po- 
litical somersets, which he is said to have made some few 
years since. My friend over the way [Mr. CamBrectenc] 
is fully competent to defend himself from the charge, and 
I shall, therefure, leave this part of the subject in his hands. 
On the general topic of political changes, my colleague 
(Mr. Horrman) has all the advantages over me which 
practice and experience can give. It would, therefore, be 
manifestly imprudent fur me to enter the lists with so old 
and so experienced a tactician in this branch of political 
science. Did I desire instruction on this subject, my col- 
league would be the very first man to whom I would apply. 


He should be my preceptor above all others; for I am satis- | 


fied that none can be better qualified than himeelf, to des- 
cant on the facility with which political changes can be 
made; none have the power to speak more feelingly and 
understandingly on the subject. It was but a short time 
since, sir, when my colleague and myself stood foremost 
in the ranks of the democracy ; when the old wigwam re- 
sounded with our respective voices ; when we advocated the 


same measures and the same men ; when we sang the same | 


political hosannahs, and worshipped at the same political 
altar. But, sir, that time has passed; and my colleague, 
instead of joining with me in the old rallying cry, chooses 
to lift up his musical voice in a political palinode; and we 
now find ourselves planted foot to foot as political oppo- 
nents, instead of standing shoulder to shoulder, as political 
associates, as we were wont to stand. In the course of his 


remarks, my colleague discoursed right eloquently on the | 


calamities of the times and on the sufferings of the people. 
But on this topic he is not singular nor alone. All his 
whig brethren have strenuously emulated each other in 
their extraordinary professions of peculiar love for the pa- 
tient people. When I reflect on the wonderful solicitude 
manifested by the members of the opposition fer the wel- 
fare of the nation, I cannot withhold an expression of ad- 


miration at the patriotic and benevolent spirit which per- | 


vades and warms and expands their benevolent bosoms. 
We have heard gentlemen from the East and the West, 
from the North and the South, mingling their notes of 
lamentations over the sufferings of the unfortunate wher- 
ever found. Every fibre of their heads and hearts, every 
fecling of their souls and bodies, appears to be attuned to 
benevolence, and to vibrate with deepest sympathy at the 
calamities which they assure us have befallen our common 
country. Sir, these are honorable feelings, and highly 
creditable to human nature. Patriotism so exalted, phi- 
lanthropy so generous, sympathy so sincere, benevolence 


so pure, holy, and disinterested, cannot fail to challenge | 


our warmest admiration. 
deplore the misfortunes of their fellows, we cannot but 
admire, honor, and respect them. But how are these feel- 
ings of respect and admiration strengthened and augment- 
ed when we behold them exerting their utmost energies in 
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behalf of the unfortunate; when we see them promptly 
and eagerly rushing to the rescue ? 

And, sir, here I must be permitted to intimate to my 
political opponents, that in order firmly to establish their 
characters for superior patriotism and philanthropy, it will 
be necessary for them to act as well as te feel. If you 
know the remedy, gentlemen, and apply it not, the sin- 
cerity of your professions may be doubted. The unchari- 
table may surmise that party is your object, and public 
good the scape-goat. Sir, what would we think of the 
| patriotism of the man who was able, but unwilling, to 
succor his country in the hour of her extremity? Or what 
would we say of the benevolence of a physician who re- 
fused to administer to his sick and dying patient the reme- 
dies which he knew would restore him to life, health, and 
vigor? And are not gentlemen aware that, after having 
so constantly, so earnestly, ard so eloquently, bewailed the 
| fallen fortunes of their country, they will naturally be look- 
ed to by that country with anxious, shuddering solicitude 
for the remedies competent to heal the deep disease, which 
we are told is preying upon its vitals? Are they not 
aware that their benevolence will be questioned, and their 
sincerity doubted, even by the confiding and the faithful ? 

But, sir, we have been told that the friends of the ad- 
ministration have the power, and that the responsibility 
rests with them! Sir, what are we to understand by this’ 
Is it meant to be insinuated that the administration party 
| in this House have the power to relieve the distresses of 
| this country, but that they have not the will to exercise it ? 
| Is it meant to be affirmed that the dominant party are so 

utterly destitute of feeling and of patriotism as willingly and 
intentionally to withhold the aid which they might right- 
| fully and constitutionally extend tothe people? Is it their 
| intention to represent us to the American people in so 
| odious and offensive a light? Sir, I am aware that the 
| gentlemen in the opposition have long claimed all the wis- 
| dom, and all the worth, and all the decency ; but I did 
| not suppose, until now, that they also claimed all the pat- 
| riotism, and all the benevolence, and all the sympathy. 
| For one, sir, I protest against such unwarrantable and 
| unfounded pretensions. I am clearly against this addition- 
al monopoly. Ifthe gentlemen really possess all the charity 
and benevolence which they claim, I trust that they will 
| not be inexorable towards us; that they will not thrust 
| us beyond the pale of humanity; that they will not 
| strip us of all the common attributes of civilized men, 
nor paint us as savages or brutes, hy representing us to be 
| deaf or indifferent to the voice of distress. Why should 
| we be thus treated as guilty of the grossest injustice—of 
| the most flagrant inhumanity? If the gentlemen of the 
| opposition do not consider adequate the means of relief 
| proposed by the Executive, let them suggest such as will 
| be elective, and, my life on it, if these means shall be just, 
| proper, and constitutional, the friends of the administration 
will cheerfully yield them their most cordial and hearty 
| support. We confess that we know no other remedies for 
| the ills complained of than those we have already suggest- 
| ed. And if the gentlemen in the opposition have it in their 
| power, as they would have us and the country believe, of 
| proposing an efficacious and constitutional remedy, for 
| heaven’s sake let them tell us what itis! If there bea 
| balm in Gilead—if there be a physician there—let him ad- 
| minister the balm to our afflicted country. Do not, I be- 
| seech you, gentlemen, do not any longer keep secret your 
| political catholicon, like quack physicians; but, like good 


| and true patriots, make it publicly known, that it may be 





| employed for the healing of the nation. 

My colleague has pronounced the sub-T'reasury system 
unconstitutional, but did not attempt to prove it so. Now, 
sir, by way of a set-off, I pronounce unconstitutional the 
substitute of my colleague—a national bank ; and so I shall 
endeavor to prove it by calm and dispassionate arguinent. 
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the bill under discussion, I shall confine my remarks prin- 
cipally to that subject; and, as this is the only point that 
has not been fully and thoroughly discussed in the progress 
of this debate, there will be the greater propriety in this 
course. J shall, therefore, attempt to argue at length this 
part of the subject. 

I can find no authority in the constitution for granting 
charters of incorporation, of whatever name, kind, or de- 
scription; and no honorable gentleman, I presume, will 
hazard the declaration that such power is directly given to 
Congress by the constitution. The most hardy and reck- 
less advocates of a national bank have never ventured to 
affirm that such power was specific and direct; that the 
warrant was express. They all resort to the doctrine of 
implication and construction. Sir, let us examine this 
doctrine ; let us take up the constitution in a spirit of hon- 
esty and soberness, and see what clause of that instrument, 
if any, vests in Congress even an implied power to incor- 
porate a national bank. 

Sir, Iam aware of the vastness of the subject which I 
propose to examine. I am aware that the constitutionality 
of a national bank has been repeatedly discussed by the 
most eminent jurists and statesmen of the nation. And I 
am also aware that an attempt, on my part, to grapple with 
a subject of such magnitude, and under such circumstances, 


will be attributed by many to a want of discretion, if not | 
I conceive it to be my | 


toa culpable vanity. Be it so. 
duty—I know it to be my right—to express my views fully 


on this subject; and, although I may be unable to shed any | 


additional light on this long agitated and vexatious ques- 


tion, vet I will, nevertheless, state the arguments and con- | 


siderations which exert a controlling influence on my judg- 
ment. Permit me, then, sir, to call, for a moment, the 
attention of the committee to the peculiar character of our 
Government. It is conceded by all parties, I believe, to 
be a Government of limited and specified powers; which 
powers are expressly prescribed by the constitution. To 
the constitution, then, and to the constitution alone, must 
Congress look for all and every power they would exercise. 
Unless, therefore, the power to grant charters of incorpo- 
ration be expressly granted by the constitution, the exer- 
cise of such power, on the part of Congress, would be a 
violation of that instrument. But, say gentlemen, although 
we do not pretend to assert that the power to incorporate is 
given in direct terms to Congress by the constitution, we 
contend, nevertheless, that such power is derived by fair 
and legitimate construction. But, when the advocates of 
this doctrine have been called upon to designate the clause 
of the constitution which confers on Congress the power 
to incorporate a bank, they have been sadly puzzled to 
comply with the requisition, but have wandered and wan- 
dered from article to article, and from clause to clause, 
seeking in vain for authority. When driven from one po- 
sition they flee to another ; ever vacillating ; never fixed in 
their views; never satisfied with their own, nor with each 
others’ arguments. No unity of opinion prevails among 
them as to the particular clause in the constitution, where 
this doctrine of construction and implication, authorizing 
acts of incorporation, is to be found; but, like certain de- 
luded ones of old,‘one cries, lo! it is here; and another, 
lo! itis there; when, as was the case with the asses of 
Kish, it happens to be ‘*nowhere.’’ But, sir, let us ex- 
amine those parts of the constitution where this power is 
said to reside. Some have attempted to locate it in the 
first article of the eighth section of the constitution, which 
gives Congress the power ‘ to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United States.” 
The power to ‘lay and collect taxes” and to ‘ pay the 
debts of the United States ;” in other words, the power to 
raise and appropriate money, and the power to grant char- 
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ters of incorporation, I believe never have been, and I pre- 
sume never will be, regarded as synonymous, even by the 
most desperate ‘‘ constructionists.” Those, therefore, who 
pretend to find authority to grant charters of incorporation 
in the article under consideration, must look for it in the 
words **common defence and general welfare.” And it 
is from these words that some pretend to derive the power 
to incorporate a national bank. Can those who have con- 
tended fur this construction have considered well of the 
consequences which must inevitably follow from an exer. 
cise of such implied powers? Have they reflected that, 
by giving to these words the construction they contend for, 
they render the enumerated powers of the constitution nu- 
gatory; that they virtually annul the powers reserved to 
the State Governments; break down all the constitutionu! 
guards designed to protect the rights of the States and of 
the people, and make the constitutivn itself, in the hands 
of Congress, what clay would be in the hands of the pot- 
ter? And, lastly, have they considered that this doctrine 
is flatly contradicted by the tenth amendinent to the con- 
stitution, which expressly declares that ‘*the powers not 
delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States res 
General Hamilton, latitudi- 
narian as he was on the subject of construction, had too 
much regard for his reputation to give to the words ‘to 
provide for the common defence and general welfare,” a 
construction that would confer on Congress powers not 
enumerated in the constitution. By reference to his report 
on manufactures, it will be found that he confines, in every 


| instance, the application of these words to the power given 


| 


| Mr. Jefferson agrees with him. 


by the first sentence of the clause; and, in this particular, 
The latter, in adverting 
to this subject, calls it ‘*a grammatical quibble, which has 
countenanced the General Government in a claim of uni- 
versal power. For,” continues he, ‘*in the phrase to lay 
taxes, to pay the debts, and provide fur the general wel- 
fare, it is a mere question of syntax, whether the two last 
infinitives are governed by the first, or are distinct and co- 
ordinate powers; a question unequivocally decided by the 
exact definition of powers immediately following.” Sir, I 
conceive that the clause of the constitution under consider- 
ation admits of but two constructions—the one limiting 
the powers of Congress, as contended by General Hamil- 
ton and Mr. Jefferson; the other conferring on Congress 
powers incompatible with the spirit, and utterly subversive 
of all the express powers of the constitution—powers inde- 
pendent of, and paramount to, the constitution itself—pow- 
ers indefinite, boundless, omnipotent. If the latter con- 
struction be admitted, the will of Congress, and not the 
constitution, is the law of the land. Or if, peradventure, 
Congress should think it expedient to revert to the consti- 
tution at all, it would only be necessary to refer to that part 
of it containing the cabalistic words ** common defence aud 
general welfare.”” And as these words, according to cer- 
tain commentators, convey a plenary power on all subjects, 
and are applicable to all cases that come within the juris 
diction of the national legislature, it would be quite unne- 
cessary to look further. This would be economical, witba!, 
saving much precious time to the people’s representatives, 
which otherwise might be squandered in wandering about 
the constitutional kingdom in search (as well search for the 
lost pleiad) of the enumerated powers, which, unfortunate- 
ly, have been swallowed up by the implied powers discov- 
ered in the words *‘ common defence and general welfare.” 
Let us suppose the doctrine here combated to be established 
and carried out into practical legislation. Congress iz ap- 
plied to by a number of influential individuals for an act of 
incorporation, granting to them and to their successors and 
assigns forever, the sole and exclusive right, extending tv 
all the States in the Union, of smelting iron ore with an- 
thracite coal, and of manufacturing the same. The memo 
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rialists set forth in their petition the immense benefits that 
would result to the nation from their contemplated enter- 
prise. ‘They dwell upon the advantages incident to asso- 
ciated capital, and concentrated wisdom and industry. 
They represent that the mining interest of the country 
would be benefited in proportion to the extent of the mv- 
nopoly—inasmuch as the products of the iron and cual 
mines would ever find a ready market at the company’s 
works; that the public in general would be enabled tu ob- 
tain the manufactured articles at a much cheaper rate and 
of a better quality ; andethat, in time of war, arms and ord- 
nance could be furnished with greater facility, and of su- 
perior temper and calibre. The States, notwithstanding 
all these plausible representations, remonstrate—individu- 
als remonstrate. The States urge that the grant would 
be a violation of their reserved rights, and the principle 
upon which the Union was founded, and demand of Con- 
gress the source whence the power is derived to grant such 
a charter of-incorporation. Congress very complacently 
point them to the potent words ‘* common defence and gen- 
eral welfare,’”’ and the thing is settled. Individaals repre- 
sent that an equality of civil and political rights constitute 
the basis of purely democratical Governments; that none 
but equal laws can legitimately flow from the principle of 
equal rights ; and that all.laws which invade that principle 
conflict with the spirit of our institutions, and are, to all 
intents and purposes, legislative frauds upon the rights of 
the people; and, consequently, utterly destitute of consti- 
tutional sanction. They further show, that an exercise of 
power such as asked for by the petitioners, would confer 
exclusive privileges and legislative favors—infringe on their 
natural and political rights—violate the sacred principles of 


justice and political equality, and, for this reason, be clearly | 


unconstitutional, But Congress, regardless of the truth 
and propriety of these representations, grant the charter of 
incorporation, and, when called upon to show their consti- 
tutional right to do so, triumphantly refer to the magical 
words ‘common defence and general welfare,” and there 
the matter ends. I have put this case for the purpose of 
illustrating the evils consequent upon an assumption of 


power, such as coutended for by those who maintain that the | 
clause we have been examining authorizes Congress to es- | 


tablish a federal bank. And, as legislators are as much 
subject to infirmities as other men, and the world not hav- 


ing, as yet, approached that desirable state of which Plato | 


dreamed—** the perfectibility of man’—it is not only pos- 
sible, but very probable, that cases of this kind might fre- 
quently happen. Nor can those who contend for the prin- 


ciple which merges all power in the words *‘ common de- | 


, 


fence and general welfare,” or, what amounts to the same 
thing, in the will of Congress, object to any case coming 
within that principle, however dangerous and pernicious 1n 
its consequences. As this clause of the constitution has 
been, and is still much relied on by the advocates of a 
United States bank, I will take the liberty of introducing 
such authority in opposition to their views, as will, I trust, 
have weight, both with this House and the nation. The 
fourth resolution passed by the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia, in December, 1798, reads as follows : 

‘*'That the General Assembly doth also express its deep 
regret, that a spirit has in sundry instances been manifested 
by the Federal Government, to enlarge its powers by for- 
ced constructions of the constitutional charter which detines 
them ; and that indications have appeared of a design to ex- 
pound certain general phrases (which, having been copied 
from the very limited grant of powers in the former articles 
of confederation, were the Jess liable to be misconstrued ) 
so as to destroy the meaning and effect of the particular 
enumeration which necessarily explains and limits the gen- 
eral phrases; and so as to consolidate the States, by de- 
grees, into one sovereignty ; the obvious tendency and in- 
evitable result of which would be to transform the present 


i 


} 





republican system of the United States into an absolute, or 
at best a mixed monarchy.” 

Mr. Madison, in his report commenting on this resolu- 
tion, observes : 

‘« The first question here to be considered is, whether a 
spirit has in sundry instances been manifested by the Fed- 
eral Government to enlarge its powers by forced construc- 
tions of the constitutional charter. 

‘* The General Assembly having declared their opinion 
merely by regretting, in general terms, that forced construc- 
tions for enlarging the federal powers have taken place, it 
does not appear to the committee necessary to go into a 
specification of every instance to which the resolution may 
allude. ‘The alien and sedition acts, being particularly 
named in a succeeding resolution, are of course to be un- 
derstood as included in the allusion. Omitting others 
which have less occupied public attention, or been less ex- 
tensively regarded as unconstitutional, the resolution may 
be presumed td refer particularly to the bank law, which, 
from the circumstances of its passage, as well aa the lati- 
tude of construction on which it is founded, strikes the at- 
tention with singular force; and the carriage tax, distin- 
guished also by circumstances in its history, having a sim- 
ilar tendency.” 2 . # : 

‘* 1. The general phrases here meant must be those ‘ of 
providing for the common defence and general welfare.’ 

**In the ‘ Articles of Confederation,’ the phrases are used 


| as follows, in article 8: ‘ All charges of war, and all other 


expenses that shall be incurred for the common defence and 
general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasu- 
ry, which shall be supplied by the several States, in pro- 
portion to the value of all land within each State, granted 
to or surveyed for any person, as such land and the build- 
ings and improvements thereon shall be estimated, accord- 
ing to such mode as the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, shall from time to time direct and appoint.’ 

‘*In the existing constitution, they make the following 
part of sec. 8: ‘The Congress shall have power to lay and 
collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, 
and provide for the common defence and general welfare of 
the United States.’ 

‘* This similarity in the use of these phrases in the two 
great federal charters, might well be considered as render- 
ing their meaning less liable to be misconstrued in the lat- 
ter; because it will scarcely be said that, in the former, they 
were ever understood to be either a general grant of power, 
or to authorize the requisition or application of money by 
the old Congress to the common defence and general wel- 


| fare, except in cases afterwards enumerated, which explain- 


ed and limited their neaning; and if such was the limited 
meaning attached to these phrases in the very instrument 
revised and remodelled by the present constitution, it can 
never be supposed that, when copied into this constitution, 
a different meaning ought to be attached to them. 

«+ That, notwithstanding this remarkable security against 
misconstruction, a design has been indicated to expound 
these phrases in the constitution so as to destroy the effect 
of the particular enumeration of powers by which it ex- 
plains and limits them, must have fallen under the obser- 
vation of those who have attended to the course of public 
transactions. Not to multiply proofs on this subject, it 
will suffice tu refer to the debates of the federal legislature, 


| in which arguments have on different occasions, been 
drawn, with apparent effect, from these phrases, in their 


indefinite meaning.”—£Uliot’s Debates, vol. 4, pp. 577—8 
Again, the same distinguished personage, in a letter to 
Mr. Stevenson, dated November 27, 1830, in which he 
examines the origin and progress of the clause under con- 
sideration, remarks: 
‘*A special provision could not have been necessary 


for the debts of the new Congress; for a power to pro- 
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vide money, and a power to perform certain acts, of 
which money is the ordinary and appropriate means, 
must, of course, carry with them a power to pay the 
expense of performing the acts. Nor was any special 
povis on for debts proposed, till the case of the revolu- 
tionary debts was brought into view; and it is a fair pre- 
sumption, from the course of the varied propositions which 
have been noticed, that, but for the old debts, and their as- 
sociation with the terms ‘common defence and general 
welfare,’ the clause would have remained, as reported in 
the first draft of the constitution, expressing generally ‘a 
power in Congress to lay and collect taxes, duties, im- 
posts, and excises,’ without any addition of the phrase 
* to provide for the common defence and general welfare.’ 
With this addition, indeed, the language of the clause be- 
ing in conformity with that of the clause, in the articles of 
confederation, it would be qualified, as in those articles, 
by the specification of powers subjoined to it. But there 
is sufficient reason to suppose that the terms in question 
would not have been introduced, but for the introduction 
of the old debts, with which they happened to stand in a 
familiar, though inoperative relation. Thus introduced, 
however, they pass undisturbed through the subsequent 
stages of the constitution. 


general welfare,’ if not meant to convey the comprehen- 
sive power, which, taken literally, they express, were not 
qualified and explained by some reference to the particular 
power subjoined, the answer is at hand, that although it 
might easily have been dor.e, and experience shows it might 
be well if it had been done, yet the omission is accounted 
for by an inattention to the phraseology, occasioned, 


tsched to it in the instrument from which it was borrowed. 
‘* But may it not be asked, with infinitely more pro- 
priety, and without the possibility of a satisfactory an- 
swer, why, if the terms were meant to embrace not only 
all the powers particularly expressed, but the indefinite 
power which has been claimed under them, the intention 
was not so declared; why, on that supposition, so much 
critical labor was employed in enumerating the particular 
powers, and in defining and limiting their extent ? 
7 * 7 * * - 
‘*The obvious conclusion to which we are brought is, 
that these terms, copied from the articles of confederation, 
were regarded in the new, as in the old instrument, mere- 
ly as general terms, explained and limited by the subjoin- 


ed specifications, and therefore requiring no critical atten- | 


tion or studied precaution. 


aa * > ° * + 


“*Mr. Wilson, justly distinguished for his intellectual 
powers, being deeply impressed with the importance of a 
bank at such a crisis, published a small pamphlet, entitled 
‘ Considerations on the Bank of North America,’ in which 
he endeavored to derive the power from the nature of the 
Union in which the colonies were declared and became 
independent States; and also from the tenor of the * arti- 
cles of confederation’ themselves. But what is particular- 
ly worthy of notice is, that, with all his anxious search in 
those articles for such a power, 
terms ‘common defence and general welfare,’ 
of it.”"—Elliot’s Debates, vol. 4, pp. 646-7. 

And here, sir, I think I may safely rest this part of th 
subject. 

The second paragraph of the 8th section of the constitu- 
tion, which vests in Congress the power ‘* to borrow money 
on the credit of the United States,’’ has also been appealed 
to by the friends of a national bank. But as nothing like 
an argument has ever been adduced in support of this po- 
sition, as it rests upon mere conjecture, without the shadow 
of authority to support it, and as a bill to charter a bank 
is not a bill to borrow money, I will not trouble the 


as a source 


coni- 


} 
he never glanced at the 


GALES ow SEATON’S 





| merce” 
doubtless, by the identity with the harmless character at- | 


REGISTER 


1596 


arent 13, 1897, 


‘Sub- T rveneny Be Bill. 


mittee with any further remarks on this point, but proceed 
to examine the third paragraph of the 8th section of the 
constitution, which gives Congress the power ‘to regu- 
late commerce with foreign nations, among the several 
States, and with the Indian tribes.”” This clause bas been 
appealed to by the advocates of internal improvements, as 
authorizing Congress to eonstruct roads and canals, &c. ; 
it has also been appealed to by the friends of the tariff sys- 
tem, as vesting in Congress an implied power to protect 
our domestic manufactures ; and, lastly, it has been ap- 
pealed to as authorizing Congress to establish a United 
States bank. Now, sir, in my humble opinion, the power 
to regulate commerce does not include the power to make 
internal improvements of the character just noticed—to 
protect manufactures by imposing a tariff—nor to establish 
a national bank. Neither the clause immediately under con- 
sideration, nor any other found in the constitution, authorizes 
Congress, in my judgment, to do either of those three things. 
Sir, is it meant to be affirmed that the power to ‘*- regu- 
late commerce,” includes the power to regulate the curren. 
cy of the several States? If so, then is Congress autho- 
rized, under the power to ‘‘ regulate commerce,” to regu- 


| late the issues of all the State banks; for these constitute 
| the principal currency of the country. 
‘©Tf it be asked why the terms ‘common defence and 


On the other hand, 
if it be meant that Congress have not the power, under 
this clause of the constitution, to regulate the currency, 


| how can it be said that Congress are thereby authorized to 
| charter a bank for the purpose of régulating commerce, 


when the only object of a national bank, as we are told, 
is to regulate and equalize the exchanges and currency of 
the country? Again: If the power ‘to regulate com- 
includes the power to incorporate a bank, why 
may it not also include the power to grant charters of in- 
corporation for other purposes? Why not authorize Con- 
gress to incorporate companies for objects of internal im- 
provements—for manufactures—or, what would appear to 
be rather more congenial, for ordinary commercial purposes ’ 
If Congress can, by this clause of the constitution, autho- 
rize one set of men, under an act of incorporation, to deal 
in bank paper, they possess equally the power to authorize 
another set to deal in silks and satins, calicoes and ging- 
hams. Nor can this position be controverted. ‘The 
stockholders and agents of a bank are as much traffickers 


| and dealers in paper money, which is a species of commer- 


cial commodity, as merchants are in broadcloths and cas- 
simeres. If an act of incorporation, therefore, can be 
claimed in the one case, as a proper and necessary mens 
to ** regulate commerce, a unquestionably can in the 
other. But the clause in question confers no such power. 
The power to ‘‘regulate commerce,” and the power to 
grant charters of incorporation, are separate and distinct 
The former is conferred by the constitution, the Jatter is 
not. Sir, what was the nature of the power which the 
framers of the constitution intended to confer on Congress 
by this clause? Evidently, to authorize Congress to pre- 
scribe or establish certain rules by which commerce should 
be governed. But will it be pretended that the authors ot 
the constitution meant that this power, which they vested 
in Congress alone, should be transferred by Congress to 
an incorporated company? That a chartered company 
should possess the exclusive power of regulating the com- 
mercial interests of the nation—of prescribing rules for its 


| Government—of determining the principles on which it 


should be conducted, and thus place one of the great in- 


| terests of the country beyond legislative and constitutional 


control? No one, I presume, will say, in direct terms, 
that such was the intention of the framers of the constitu- 
tion; and yet such is the inevitable result to which the 
doctrine of construction here combated leads. If such 
rules of construction prevail, it will be impossible to define 
the limits of the power of the Federal Government under 
the clause ** Congress shall have power to regulate com- 
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merce,” &e. I will Sa ee eented ub taohi be my remarks on this clause, 
by reading from Mr. Jefierson’s official opinion on the 
constitutionality of a United States bank, the following 
extract: 

*'I'o erect a bank, and to regulate commerce, are very 
different acts. He who erects a bank creates a subject of 
commerce in its bills; so does he who makes a bushel of 

wheat, or digs a dollar out of the mines. Yet neither of 
these persons regulate commerce thereby. To make a 
thing which may be bought and sold, is not to prescribe 
regulations for buying and selling. Besides, if this were 
an exercise of the power of regulating commerce, it would 
be void, as extending as much to the internal commerce 
of every State, as to its external. For the power given to 
Congress by the constitution does not extend to the inter- 
nal regulation of the commerce of a State, (that is to say, 
of the commerce between citizen and citizen,) which re- 
mains exclusively with its own Legislature ; but to its ex- 
ternal commerce only, that is to say, its commerce with 
another State, or with foreign nations, or with [dian 
tribes. Accordingly, the bill does not propose the measure 
as a ‘regulation of trade,’ but as ‘ productive of considera- 
ble advantage to trade.’ ” 

Some have attempted to locate the power to incorporate 
a national bank—Mr. McDuffie, for example, in his re- 
port of 1830, as chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means—on the fifth article of the eighth section of the con- 
stitution, which gives Congress the power ‘* to coin money, 
regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the 
standard of weights and measures.’ 

«The power to ‘coin money, and fix the value thereof,’ 
is expressly and exclusively vested in Congres. ‘This grant 
was evidently intended to invest Congress with the power 
of regulating the circulating medium. ‘ Coin’ was regard- 
ed, at the eens of framing the constitution, as synony- 
mous with ‘currency,’ as it was then generally believed 
that bank notes could only be maintained in circulation by 
being the true representative of the precious metals. ‘The 
word ‘cvin,’ therefore, must be regarded as a particular 
term, standing as the representative of a general idea.” 

Now, sir, if “coin and currency are synonymous,” 
signifying the same thing; if coin be currency and currency 
coin, Congress is vested with the power ‘‘ to coin money, 
regulate the value thereof, and of foreign currency.” Ac- 
cording to this reading, Congress is authorized, not only 
to regulate the currency of this country, which consists 
principally of bank notes, but also the currency of other 
nations, whatever symbols of indastry they may select as 
mediums of exchange. The chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means appears to have been as mueh at fault 
in his knowledge of the currency, properly considered, as 
of the character and powers of the constitution ; otherwise 
he would not have confounded bank notes with coin—the 
pretended representative with the thing represented. I say 
the pretended representative, because the amount of paper 
money afloat, exceeds ut least five times the amount of 
specie wherewith to redeem it. It is not, therefore, strictly 
speaking, a representative of coin or real money. It has 
become rather an instrument of speculation, than a meas- 
ure or representative of value. The currency of acoun- 
try, in order to be sound, as every political economist 
knows, ought to be equal to the precious metals, or to 
consist of the metals themselves. But the paper currency 
of this country is, and was, even during the existence of 
the late United States Bank, but the mere supposititious 
representative of property. That paper money can never 
become a proper standard of value, is evident from the fact 
that it is constantly liable to fluctuation, depreciation, ex- 
pansion, and contraction. And would it be doing justice 
to the framers of the constitution—to their sagacity and 
integrity--so to construe that instrument, or any part 
thereof, as to authorize Congress to make paper credit, of 
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whatever kind or description, a standard of value? The 
only standard or measure of value known to the constitu- 
tion is gold and silver ; a standard, by the way, which has 
been recognised and adopted from the earliest ages, by all 
civilized nations throughout the world. If Congress are au- 
thorized to incorporate a company, which shall posséss the in- 
dependent and sovereign right to coin or inanufacture money, 
and regulate the value thereof, why may they not also in- 
vest such corporations with power to control the commerce 
of the country in all such exchangeable articles or com- 
modities that may properly come under the standard of 
weights and measures? Why not go still farther—for if 
| Congress can delegate to a corporativn this prime attribute 
of sovereignty, the establishment of a standard of value— 
why not, I say, extend it to every other specified power 
of the constitution? For I repeat it, if Congress have the 
power, under this or any other clause of the constitution, 
to delegate to a corporation of its own creating any one of 
the enumerated powers, they may, with equal propriety, 
delegate to it every other power. Let Congress recognise 
this construction, and what would be the consequence ? 
Sir, we should no longer be a nation of freemen, living 
under a free constitution ; but the slaves of soulless corpo- 
rations. An independent and irresponsible power would 
be established in the land; the restraints and limitations 
imposed upon Congress by the constitution would be 
overthrown ; and the foundations of your Government not 
only rocked, but riven. 

Sir, let us examine a little further the extraordinary 
argument urged by Mr. MecDuflie i in support of his most 
extraordinary position. ‘* Coin,” says he, ** was regarded, 
at the period of framing the constitution, as synonymous 
with currency, as it was then generally believed that bank 
notes could only be muintained in circulation by being the 
true representatives of the precious metals.” What, sir! 
coin and currency--cvin and paper money--coin and bank 
notes regarded as one and the same thing, as synonymous, 
at the time of framing the constitution! What! ** gener- 
ally believed at that period,” that paper money was ‘*‘ the 
true representative of the precious metals!” Sir, does not 
the whoe history of that period contradict these reckless 
and unfounded assertions? I appeal to the historical recol- 
lections of every gentleman on this floor, if it does not. Is 
it not notorious that the framers of the constitution were 
emphatically hard-money men? Is it not notorious that 
gold and silver are the only currency recognised by the 
constitution? Is it not known to all, that Congress have 
no power, under the constitution, to authorize any indi- 
vidual, company, vr corporation, to issue federal paper 
money? Every part of the constitution which relates to 
the subject of money is clear, explicit, and unequivocal. 
‘The intention of the framers of the constitution, on this sub- 
ject, is not only made manifest by the letter of the constitu. 
tion itself, but also by a law passed immediately after the 
meeting of the first Congress under the constitution, which 
defines the kind of money to be received by the federal 
Treasury. This law provides, ‘‘ that the fees and duties 
payable to the Government, shall be received in gold and 
silver only.” ‘This statute, be it remembered, was passed 
within one month after Congress had assembled. And, 
again, the Jaw in reference to that part of the revenue ac- 
cruing from the sale of the public lands, passed in 1800, 
declares that specie and evidences of the public debt, shall 
alone be received in payment of such lands. These two 
acts relating to the subject of the federal revenue, passed 
immediately after the adoption of the constitution, ought 
and must be regarded as unerring interpreters of that in- 
strument, so far as the point immediately under considera- 
tion is concerned. If the members of the first Congress 
regarded paper money and ‘*coin” as synonymous, why 
did they enact that gold and silver coin only should be re- 
ceived in payment of the federal revenue? If they even 
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considered paper money, or bank notes, as synonymous 
with coin, as contended by Mr. McDuffie, they appeared, 
at all events, to discriminate between paper coin and gold 
and silver coin, by making the latter only receivable in 
payment of the public dues. So that ‘* gold and silver 
coin,” and not paper coin, appear to be the only currency 
known to the constitution; or to the laws of Congress 
which define the kind of currency to be received in pay- 
ment of the federal revenues. 

I would now call the attention of the committee, for a 
few moments, to the last paragraph of the 8th section of 
the constitution: ‘* To make all laws which shall be ne- 
cessary and proper to carry into effect the foregoing pow- 
ers.” It will not be pretended, I apprehend, that this 
clause vests in Congress any new substantive power; 
or that it in anywise supersedes or invalidates any one of 
the enumerated powers. This position would be too ex- 
travagant—too monstrous, for even modern sophists to 
take. It will, I trust, be conceded, that the powers com- 
prehended in this clause are subordinate and incidental in 


their nature, merely conferring on Congress the right to | 


exercise such means as shall be strictly necessary and prop- 
er to execute the express powers; or, without which, the 
powers expressly granted cannot be carried into effect. 
This point yielded, as yielded it must be, the question 
arises, whether a national bank be a necessary and proper 
meaus to carry into effect any of the specified powers? In 
order to show that it is necessary, essential, indispensable, 
it must be mae to appear that the enumerated powers can- 
not be carried into effect independent of a national bank. 
Experience has demonstrated that they can, one and all. 
And, in the second place, in order to prove that a national 
bank is a proper means, it must be shown that the power 
to create it is an incidental and not a substantive power ; 
which, I apprehend, cannot be done. No, sir, it cannot 
be shown that the power to grant charters of incorporation, 
is merely an incidental or subsidiary power. Among all 
the powers enumerated in the constitution, I defy gentle- 


men to designate a solitary one that is capable of being | 
wielded with more potent effect; not for good, but for evil. | 


If Congress possess the power to grant a charter of incor- 
poration, in their national cap city, in one case, they do 
in another. If they possess it at all, they possess it with- 
out limit, and can extend it, whenever they think proper, 
to any and every object- whatever; whether it be in deroga- 
tion of State and individual rights, to a Mississippi land 
monopoly, to a monopoly of the trade of the Indies, or to 
the cod and whale fisheries. Sir, what is the distinguish- 


ing characteristics of incorporations? ‘They are essential- | 


ly aristocratic in their nature; being invested with exclu- 
sive privileges—privileges withheld from the rest of society. 
They are allowed to purchase and hold real estate; which 
the United States themselves cannot do without obtaining 


the consent of the States. They are allowed to bold pro- | 


perty in mortmain, and are capable of being so organized or 
constituted as to change the course of descent in the several 
States ; I mean where their corporate character is concern- 
ed. Nor is this all: so sacred are their rights held, and 
80 carefully guarded are they by the legislature and judici- 
ary, that they cannot be reached by law without permission 
on their parts; nay, more, they are even placed beyond 
the control of future legislatures—at least, such is the opin- 


capable of producing so much mischief—is, after all, a 
mere incident of a power! Think you, sir, that if the 
members of the convention who framed the constitution 
had considered a national bank either a proper or necessary 
means to carry into effect any of the enumerated pow- 
ers of the constitution, that they would have rejected a 
direct proposition to establish a bank, or refused to in- 
vest Congress with power to grant charters of incorpora- 
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tion, of whatever description? Is it probable that wise 
and patriotic men would have acted so inconsistently—so 
absurdly? ‘It is known,” says Mr. Jefferson, ‘that the 
very power now proposed as a means, was rejected as an 
end, by the convention which framed the constitution.” 
** A proposition,” he adds, ** was made to them to au- 
thorize Congress to open canals, and an amendatory one to 
empower them to incorporate. But the whole was reject- 
ed ; and one of the reasons of rejection urged in debate 
was, that they then would have power to erect a bank.” 
Here, then, sir, is authority not to be questioned, not to be 
controverted, that the power to erect a bank, ‘* proposed as 
a means, was rejected as an end,” by the very authors of 
the constitution itself ‘The fact, therefore, that the 
framers of the constitution deliberately and designedly 
withheld from Congress the power to incorporate a bank, 
utterly excludes the idea that such power was intended to 
be granted, either expressly or incidentally, specifically or 
impliedly. ‘To contend that a power, intentionally with- 
held from Congress by the framers of the constitution, can 
be rightfully exercised by Congress, is to outrage common 
sense, and all approved rules of construction. Let the 
principle be once established, that neither the express letter 
of an instrument, nor the evident intention of its author or 


| authors, is to be taken as evidence of its meaning, and all 


written constitutions, contracts, laws, and charters, become 
a dead letter. I would entreat gentlemen to consider well 
before they give further countenance to such doctrines. I 


| would respectfully remind them, that, by disregarding the 


express provisions of the constitution, and the evident in- 
tention of its framers, and resorting to construction and 
implication alone for authority, they will eventually rais: 
up a monument of folly, which, if not as impious, will 
create as much confusion as that which towered on 
Shinar’s plain. Let it not be supposed, however, that | 
would deny the existence of all implied powers. I am 
aware, sir, that the convention, in framing the constitution, 
marked out and enumerated the principal ends of Govern 
ment, without particularizing all the means by which these 
ends were to be secured. A discretionary power, to a cer- 
tain extent, must necessarily be left with Congress. ‘I'l 
constitution, for example, has vested in Congress the pow- 
er to raise and support armies. But at what time armies 
are to be raised, to what extent, and for what cause this 
power is to be exercised, it has necessarily left to be deter- 
mined by the national legislature. Many other cases 
might be cited, where the means necessary to carry into 
effect the enumerated powers are left to the selection ol 
Congress. But the mean, or incidental power, ought, in 
all casesy to bear a due relationship to the specified power. 
It was well remarked by a distinguished Senator (Mr. 
Cxar) in debate, that: 

‘*Tn all cases where incidental powers are acted upon, 
the principal and incidental ought to be congenial wiih 
each other, and partake of a common nature. ‘The inci- 
dental power ought to be strictly subordinate, and limited 
to the end proposed to be attained by the specified power. 
In other words, under the name of accomplishing one ob- 
ject which is specified, the power implied ought not to be 
made to embrace other objects, which are not specified in 
the constitution. If, then, you could establish a bank to 


| collect and distribute the revenue, it ought to be expressly 


ion of some. And yet we are told that a power to incor- | restricted to the purpose of such collection and distribution. 


porate—a power of such great and fearful magnitude, and | 


**T contend that the States have the exclusive power [0 


| regulate contracts, to declare the capacities and incapacilics 


to contract, and to provide as to the extent of responsibility 
of debtors to their creditors. If Congress have the power 
to erect an artificial body, and say it shall be endowed with 
the attributes of an individual—if you can bestow 0” this 
object of your own creation the ability to contract, ™®Y 
you not, in contravention of State rights, confer upon 
slaves, infants, and fémes coverte, the ability to con- 
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tract? And if you have the power to say that an as- 
sociation of individuals shall be responsible for their debts 
only in a certain limited degree, what is to prevent an ex- 
tension of a similar exemption to individuals? Where is 
the limitation upon this power to set up corporations ? 
You establish one in the heart of a State, the basis of 
whose capital is money. You may erect others, whose 
capital shall consist of land, slaves, and* personal estates, 
and thus the whole property within the jurisdiction of a 
State might be absorbed by these political bodies. The 
existing bank contends, that itis beyond the power of a 
State to tax it; and if this pretension be well founded, itis 
in the power of Congress, by chartering companies, to dry 
up all the sources of State revenue.” 

Yes, sir, the honorable Senator was right, when he said 
that the incidental power ought to be strictly subordinate, 
and limited to theend proposed to be attained by the speci- 
fied power. He was right in saying, that in all cases 
where incidental powers are acted upon, the principal and 
incidental ought to be congenial with each other, and par- 
take of a common nature. And he would have been 
equally right, had he added, that no means can be proper 
that are not compatible with the spirit of the constitution 
and the genius of our Government. But I will no longer 
detain the committee on this branch of the subject, having 
already shown, as I believe, beyond all cavil, that the 
clause which has been last examined does not confer on 
Congress power to incorporate a moneyed institution of 
any description. 

I will now proceed to examine arguments—not of a con- 
stitutional character, nor strictly applicable—but neverthe- 
less frequently appealed to by the advocates of a national 
bank. I allude to that class of arguments which rest on 
precedent alone for support. The friends and champions 
of a United’States bank, when no longer able to find le- 
gitimate support, when forced to abandon every constitu- 
tional position, seek refuge in the misty regions of prece- 
dent. The acts of former legislatures, and the opinions 
of the Supreme Court, and not the constitution, are ap- 
pealed to for authority : and lo! King Precedent is anointed 
with the unction of infallibility; becomes the keeper of 
their consciences, and the object of their idolatry ; his be- 
hests the laws, his standard the mistletoe, which these po- 
litical Druids venerate. But to vary the figure—what is 
there in the character or nature of precedent so sanative 
and holy that can heal all moral maladies, and justify all 
political transgressions? Or, wherefore is it, that prece- 
dent should fetter the intellect, destroy moral agency, and 
bear sway where reason and conscience should alone pre- 
side? Sir, would it not be well for those who have sworn 
to support the constitution, to pause and reflect before they 
subscribe to a doctrine so fraught w:th mischief, and so in- 
linical to reason ? 

[tis alleged, by some of the servile brain-bound slaves 
of precedent, that Congress would be justitied in charter- 
ing a bank, (at the present time,) whether authorized by 
the constitution or not, because similar institutions have 
hitherto existed. ‘They contend that, inasmuch as those 
institutions were established by Congress, submitted to by 
the people, acquiesced in by the States, and sanctioned 
by the Supreme Court, they were recognised by all the 
acts which imply the sanction of organic.law. Sir, 1 can- 
not, for one, yield assent to doctrines so false, so loose, so 
licentious Tdeny that the great body of the American 
people, the democracy, are, or ever were, in favor of a 
chartered money monopoly, whether State or national. 
The insinuation is a rank and insolent libel on their patri- 
olism, their intelligence, and their integrity. No, sir, the 
frauk and honest-hearted democrats of this country utterly 
reject and abhor the doctrine, that time or precedent can 
sanctify iniquity, or justify any infraction of the social 
compact, 
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It is contended by another, but similar class of moralists, 
that the constitution ought to be so construed, as to expand 
with the growth of the country, and conform to its diversi - 
fied and mutable relations. Against this doctrine, also, [ 
enter my protest. It is too ductile to be either safe or 
sound ; too liable to be drawn out to dangerous lengths, 
and bent to mischievous purposes. Sir, what is the nature 
of the obligation under which we act? What is required 
of us before entering upon our duties as representatives ? 
It is required, by the constitution, that ** the Senators and 
Representatives, and the members of the several State 
Legisla‘ures,“and all Executive and Judicial officers, both 
of the United States, and of the several States, shall be 
bound by oath or «affirmation to support this constitution.” 
Sir, the requisition is emphatic and positive—couched in 
language not to be misunderstood. Our duty is palpable ; 
we cannot err ignorantly. We are bound, by all the obli- 
gations which an oath imposes, to ‘* support this constitu- 
tion.” We are not required to ‘* support” the forced con- 
structions that may be given by a pliant court, or by a 
careless or venal legislature. We are not called upon to 
‘* support” a constitution corrupted by congressional inter- 
polations, or distorted and sophisticated by the legal mum- 
meries of the bar or the bench. Nor are we obligated to 
support a constitution that may be construed to change with 
times and circumstances ; that may grow with the growth, 
and decay with the decline of. the country: but we are 
bound by our solemn oaths or affirmations to ‘*‘ support 
this constitution” in ils purity and integrity, unsophistica- 
ed and uncontaminated. Sir, there are two classes of men 
in this world who rely upon precedent, and who seem to 
believe in its infallibility, with a great deal of spirit and 
perseverance. The one, the morally lax, who have no 
objection to transgress, provided they can find a pretext in 
precedent; the other, the mentally indolent, who find less 
labor in adopting the opinions of others, than in analyzing 
and investigating for themselves; while the rigidly honest 
and intellectually industrious, spurn all mental tyranny, 
refusing, in all cases, to yield their assent, but as the re- 
sult of their conviction. Sir, let me not be misunderstood 
when I say that precedent is dangerous and pernicious ; I 
mean that it is so when regarded as an obligatory rule in 
matters of legislation, and in the common affairs of life. 
In courts of justice, in the dispensation of civil and criminal 
law, it may, toa certain cxtent, be advantageously referred 
to as a guide. For co diversified and complicated are the 
subjects of litigation, that it is impossible for the legislator 
to anticipate and provide for every case that may occur. It 
becomes the duty, therefore, of the judge, the organ of the 
law, not only to proclaim the written law of the land, but 
also to decide in cases where no statutory provision has 
been made, as reason and justice may dictate. Nor, asa 
general rule, oucht decisions thus made to be lightly re- 
garded by succeeding judges, especially in cases where the 
points in litigation are analogous. But, sir, while I wil- 
lingly admit that precedent may be properly referred to as 
authority in the administration of the law, I utterly deny 
that it is necessarily obligatory upon legislative bodies. It 
matters not, therefere, whether a precedent in favor of a 
United States bank be found in the acts of former legisla- 
tures, or in the decisions of the Supreme Court, it is, in 
either case, incompetent to control the acts of this body. 
Congress, I trust, will never be willing to acknowledge the 
binding force of precedent, in the decision of constitutional 
questions. But, sir, admitting, for the sake of argument, 
precedent to be good authority, what does it prove in this 
case? I apprehend that it would rather make against than 
in favor of a bank. We find, in 1811, when a renewal of 
the charter granted in 1791 was applied for, that its consti- 
tutionality was discussed, and that the application was re- 
jected. ‘And further, when the bank petitioned Congress 
‘for time to wind up its affairs, the petition was referred to 
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a committee who reported against the application, urging | dinate departments. TI answer, by the people through the 
that it was unconstitutional, and the report was concurred | ballot boxes. For let it be borne in mind, that this Gov. 


in. In 1813, when the subject of a bank was again be- | ernment is emphatically a Government of the people: 
fore Congress, and while under discussion in the House of | emanates from the people, its powers are granted by the 
Representatives, a distinguished gentleman from Massa- people, and are to be exercised for their benefit; and, sy 
chusetts, (Mr. Wensrer,] then a member of the House, | far at least as the representative department is concerned, 
declared in his place, while opposing the bank, that the in pursuance of their instructions, whenever they may 
renewal of the bank charter had been refused, because it | think proper to exercise the right. All the departments of 
was unconstitutional ; and Congress again decided against Government, the Executive, the Legislative, and the Ju 
a bank. In 1832, the bill to renew the charter granted in diciary, were established by the people to transact their 
1816 was vetoed by the late President, ang subsequently business, agreeably to the powers bestowed. Consequent- 
rejected by Congress, both alleging that it Was unconstitu- ly, when contradictory opinions are entertained by the sev- 
tional. So that the precedents, so far as the action of Con- | gyal departments, with regard to the exteat of their consti- 
gress is concerned, are equal. If reference be had to the | tational powers, the people are the only tribunal to which 
States, we shall find that a large majority of them have } the matter in dispute can be properly referred ; and the 
been opposed, on constitutional ground, to a United States decision, proclaimed through the ballot box; must be final 
bank. Whatever authority, therefore, may attach to pre- | and conclusive. I am aware, sir, that this doctrine wi! 
cedent, makes against a bank. But the Supreme Court | not be very popular in certain quarters ; but I conceive jt, 
has decided that Congress have power to incorporate a bank; nevertheless, to be in accordance with the genius and spirit 
and these decisions are appealed to with as much apparent | of our institutions, and maintainable upon stiict democrati 
triumph, by the advocates of a national bank, as if the de- principles. 

crees of that court were binding on Congress, and settled It being admitted, then, that the several departments ar 


the constituti nal question forever. Sir, what are we to co-ordinate, and their opinions, therefore, not binding v 
understand from this? Is it meant to be insinuated that | on each other, it remains to be considered what weight 


the three departments of Government are not co-ordinate, | due to the decisions of the judiciary in favor of the consti 
and that the judiciary is clothed with the exclusive attri- | tytionality of a United States bank. Sir, whatever impor 
butes of supremacy ? that neither the Executive nor the | tance I might be willing to attach to the opinions of such 
Legislative departments are allowed to judge of their own | an enlightened tribunal on doubtful and intricate subjects, 
powers, when acting within their appropriate spheres, and | [ am unwilling to concede to them a controlling influenc: 
in the discharge of their official duties! Is it intended | jy the decision of a question like the one under discussion, 
that the understandings, the oaths, and the consciences of | when I am furnished with a written constitution for my 
the other two departments, are to be silenced and overawed guide, and in which every delegated power is distinctly and 
by the despotic fiat of the bench? ‘This heretical, servile, | accurately delineated, both to the natural and the mental 
and detestable doctrine is industriously propogated, I am eye. : 

aware; not boldly und openly, but clandestinely and in- | ~ Sir, I have examined this instrument intently, anxivusly, 
sidiously, by hints, innuendoes, and mysterious givings out. | and, I trust, honestly ; but nowhere do I find in it a power 
God forbid, patriotism forbid, that it should everbe acknowl- | ¢o grant charters of incorporation. Sir, I affirm, and hold 
edged by the Executive or Legislative departments, or re- | that Lam able to maintain, in defiance of all the arts of 
ceived by the American people. For one, I reject it with sophistry and mystification, that the convention whi 
disdain. I deny, and defy mortal man to prove, that the | framed the constitution did neither grant any express pow 
decision of the Supreme Court can settle a constitutional | ey authorizing Congress to charter a national bank, nor in- 
question in any other than in a judicial sense. It cannot | tend that any power whatever, whether incidental or oth 
affect legislation—cannot control the decisions of Congress, erwise, should be exercised for such purpose. And further, 
or of the Executive—cannot control the sovereign and ab- | that the convention positively rejected a direct propositint 
solute power of the people, nor of their representatives. | to empower Congress to incorporate a national bank, ani 


It is just as much the province of Congress, or of the Ex- repeatedly rejected written propositions to grant charters of 
ecutive, to decide upon the constitutionality of any matter incorporation. But let us first examine for a moment th 


that may properly come before them for their action, as it ground assumed by the judiciary, in arguing the constitu 

is for the judiciary when it comes before them for decision. | tjonality of a national bank. By reference to a decision 
Congress is no more bound by the opinions of the Supreme | had in the case of McCulloch against the State of Mary- 
judges than are the judges by the opinions of Congress. land, it will be found that the principles upon which th 

The constitution vests ‘* the judicial power in a Supreme judiciary rely, are substantially the same which prevailed 
Court, and in such inferior courts as Congress may from | in 1791, and ushered into being the first Unitee States 
time to time ordain and establish.” In all instances, there- | Bank. The main point of the argument of General Ham- 
fore, where suits are prosecuted in the courts of the United ilton, as well as that of the Supreme Court, in support ul 
States, of which the courts have jurisdiction, and decided | the constitutionality of a bank, turns upon the alleged n¢ 

by the Supreme Court, all such decisions are final. That | cegsity of the measure. The judges, as I understand then 

being the court of the last resort, the parties cannot appe al, acknow ledge the absence of all express constitutional au 

but in all cases are bound to abide by such decision. But, | thority, admit that the power can only be derived by im 

as has been before remarked, no decision of the Supreme | plication, and only exercised on the ground of a just ne- 
Court can be obligatory upon either of the other co-ordi- | cessily. That is, a bank is constitutional, if it be necessary 
nate departments. Whien either is called to the discharge | to carry into execution any of the express powers ; but, 1! 
of its appropriate duties, that branch, and not the Supreme | pot necessary to that end, or if that end can be attained 
Court, is the judge, under the constitution, of its own acts, by other appropriate means, then it is not constitutional, 
Nor are the decisions of the Executive or Legislative de- | the power to incorporate not being expressly granted to 
partments binding upon the judges of the Supreme Court, Congress. Upon this hypothesis Congress have no con- 
when acting within their appropriate spheres. So long as | stitutional power to charter a national Lank, if such bank 
each of the several departments acts as a check upon the | be not absolutely and indispensably necessary to the exect- 
other, there is less danger of the abuse of power—whether | tion of a specified power. Query: would even the neces 
springing from ignorance or unlawful ambition. But it } sity of the measure justify its adoption, without an amend- 
may be asked, how constitutional questions are to be settled | ment to the constitution ? But, sir, it yet remains to be 
in the event of a non-concurrence of opinien in the co-er- chown that a national bank is an essential ineans of execu- 
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ting any of the enumerated powers; and, until this be done, | 
the opinions of the judiciary avail nothing. Whatever | 
may be the general principle affirmed by them, their argu- | 
ments neither make for nor against the constitutionality of 
a national bank. It is affirmed by the Supreme Court, in | 
the case“ already alluded to, that ‘*the government which 
has a right to do an act, and has imposed on it the duty of 
performing that act, must be allowed to select the means.” 
Sir, I am constrained to doubt the validity of this doctrine 
when carried to its full extent. Suppose we put it to the | 
test. It is not only the right but the duty of Congress to | 
<‘regulate commerce.” Does it follow that they have the 
right to make use of what means they please in order to 
accomplish that end? If so, they may incorporate a com- | 
pany for that purpose, alleging that an act of incorporation 
is a necessary mean for the atta'nment of the end proposed. 
In other words, that the regulation of commerce could not 
be so well effected in any other way. And why not? | 
There is no constitutional difficulty in the way that may 
not be surmounted with the ladder of construction. And | 
if Congress should only happen to think that a chartered 
company would be the best mean to ‘‘regulate commerce,” 
what would there be to prevent such incorporation? Ac- 
cording to the position assumed by the Supreme Court, you 
can first raise this power from an incident, and then con- 
sider it a principal—confer on it the power of legislative pro- 
creation, and authorize the mother institution to propagate 
her bastard progeny in every State and Territory in the 
Union. And why not, I say? You have all the authori- | 
ty in favor of it which precedent can furnish, in the char- 
ter of the late bank of the United States Bank. That in- 
stitution had the power conferred upon it by Congress of 
multiplying its progeny at pleasure. It had the power, by 
virtue of its character, to establish branch banks, without 
the consent of the States, whenever and wheresoever it | 
pleased. It had the legislative power delegated to it by 
Congress, in defiance of the checks and restraints which 
the American constitutions interpose, of creating, at its op- 
tion, other banks ard other directors; and this power re- 
ceived the sanction of the judiciary. If Congress possessed 
the constitutional power to incorporate a moneyed institu- 
tion, such as the late United States Bank, it may also pos- 
sess the power to charter a company, and endow it with 
the faculty of legislative fecundity, to regulate the com- 
merce of the country. Only let Congress adopt the prin- 
ciple that they have the power to select what means they 
please, in order to carry into execution a specific power, 
and ail the limitations, all the restraints which the grant of 
delegated powers impose, are broken down and subverted 
forever. Sir, I must-be permitted to say that I consider 
this doctrine not only false, but dangerous to liberty. The 
exercise of a discretionary power, in the selection of means, 
must necessarily be limited to such means as are strictly 
proper; and no means that are inco:npatible with the prin- 
ciples upon which our Government is founded, can be 
proper, however convenient they may be. A chartered 
monopoly is not, cannot be a proper mean to carry into ef- 
fect any of the ends of a Government based on the princi- 
ples of political equality. Would you consider the exer- 
cise of exclusive political privileges as an appropriate means 
tv promote the principle of equal political rights? The 
idea is absurd on the very face of it. 

Mr. Chairman, I would not wantonly assail the reputa- 
tion of the judiciary. I trust that 1 am capable of fairly 
and honestly appreciating the character of that enlightened | 
and honorable tribunal. But however highly I may es- 
teem them for purity of purpose and integrity of character, 
I cannot, with the evidence before me, regard them as un- 
erring in judgment; and I trust that the day is far distant 
when they will be recognised by Congress, or the American 
people, as a body of infallibles. Sir, I believe that I am 
justified in saying that the circumstances which surround 
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and necessarily operate upon the American judiciary, are 
unpropitious to liberty ; the nature of their office, the ten- 
ure by which it is held, and the fact of their non-account- 
ability to the people, must, on the known principles of hu- 
man nature, have a tendency to render thei covetous of 
power, arbitrary, and despotic. Nor is this all. [ndoe- 
trinated from their youth in the principles and prejudices 
of English jurists; educated in English books; ever con- 
sulting English authorities; constantly familiar with mo- 
narchical doctrines; in a word, all the laws of mental as- 
sociation, under which their intellects are reared and fash- 
ioned, are inimical to that broad-based and high-toned free- 
Nor 
will the truth of this position be doubted or denied by those 
who are familiar with the history of the past; who have 
studied the springs of human action; reflected upon the 
nature of human power; and observed its constant prone- 
ness to enlarge or overleap its boundaries. But why appeat 


| to hypotheses, when I can so readily summon facts to my 


aid? The history of the Supreme Court is rife with testi- 
mony directly to the point. By a careful examination and 
analysis of its decisions, it will be found that they have, in 
most instances, leaned to the side of federal power; over- 
looked the rights of the citizen and of the States; and evin- 
ced a strong and uniform bias for a consolidated Govern- 
ment. The alien and sedition laws—notoriously unconsti- 
tutional, and so pronounced by Mr. Jefferson and the 
American people-—received the sanction of that court. The 
sedition, or ** gag law,” made it an offence, punishable by 
indictment, to publish any thing which even had a tenden- 
cy to bring into disrepute the officers of the Government ; 
and many worthy and patriotic citizens were, in pursu- 
ance of that nefarious law, incarcerated for daring to com- 
plain of the opressions of their rulers. And this law, un- 
constitutional as it was, and subversive of the rights of the 
citizens and of the principles of our Government as it was, 
received the judicial sanction of the Supreme Court. Sir, 
I will hazard the declaration, and without the fear of con- 
tradiction, that, if all the principles which have received 
the sanction of the judiciary were now in full force and 
operation, the American people, bereft of all the blessings 
of a free constitution, would, at this moment, be writhing 
under the unmitigated oppressions of a heartless, ruthless 
despotism. And yet, sir, strange as it may appear, there 
are those among us, notwithstanding their knowledge of 
this truth, and notwithstanding all the judicial libels upon 
the constitution, which are plain to their eyes and to their 
understandings, who still cleave to that tribunal with all the 
zeal and enthusiasm of infatuation—regard it as the exclu- 
sive depository of wisdom, of freedom, of patriotism—and 
its decrees as infallible, fixed, and immutable, as the fiat 
of fate. 

But, sir, I will bring the decisions of the judiciary to a 
decisive test, viz: the intentions of the framers of the con- 
stitution with regard to such institution. And here, then, 
I wish it to be borne in mind, that the judiciary have uni- 
formly admitced that the power to incorporate a national 
bank was not among the enumerated powers of the con- 
stitution, and that it could only be derived by implication. 
In admitting that the power in question was an implied 
and not an express power, they necessarily assume that 
the framers of the constitution intended to vest in Congress 
a power which they omitted to specify ; for surely it could 
not be pretended by an intelligent body of men, such as 
compose our judiciary, that Congress possessed the consti- 
tutional power to do an act which the constitution nowhere 
expressly authorizes, and which the framers of that instru- 
ment evidently intended to interdict. This doctrine of 
construction, therefore, rests entirely upon the known or 
supposed intentions of the convention which framed the 
constitution. It is incumbent, therefore, on those who 
allege, in the absence of all direct authority, that Congress 
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possess an implied power to incorporate a national bank, 
to show, at least, that the convention did not intentionally 
withhold the said power from Congress. Now, sir, if this 
cannot be done, but, en the contrary, if it can be proved 
that the subject in question was agitated in the convention 
which framed the constitution ; that propositions were there 
made to invest Congress with power to charter a bank, and 
that all propositions having that object in view were re- 
jected by the convention, it necessarily follows that Con- 
gress possess no such power, whether expressed or implied, 
the decision of the Supreme Court to the contrary notwith- 
standing. I then take this ground: that, inasmuch as there 
is no express constitutional authority given to Congress to 
charter a bank, and as the framers of the constitution re- 
peatedly and deliberately rejected all propositions to vest 
in Congress power to grant acts of incorporation of what- 
ever description, Congress, therefore, are as virtually and 
morally prohibited from granting a bank charter (in its na- 
tional capacity) as if the constitution contained an express 
prohibitory clause with regard to it. I repeat that this is 
my ground; and if I can show that the framers of the con- 
stitution did not intend to vest in Congress power to grant 
acts of incorporation of any kind, but designedly withheld 
such power, then the constitutional right to charter a bank 
does not, and cannot, belong to Congress. In order to 
show what were the views entertained on the subject of a 
national bank, as well as of every other species of incorpo- 
ration, by the framers of the constitution, it will be neces- 
sary to consult the journal of the convention, as well as the 
statements of several of the delegates after the convention 
rose. But, previous to introducing these authorities, I 
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cise every species of patronage, were only to be exercise: 
‘in cases where the public good may require it.” The sane 
suvothing but insidious argument is n@w addressed to the 
intelligence of the public, to justify an exercise of the very 

powers which the intelligence of the convention withheli 
from a federal government; and whether the promise of 
public good has been fallacious or fulfilled by the monop- 
olies of currency, of manuiactures, and the extension of 
Yet, whatever 
may have been their temporary effect, it is obvious that the 
enlightened framers of the constitution considered the con- 
dition of public good, as an enlargement and not a restric- 
tion of power; and that it would defeat all the limitations 
of the constitution, by which a federal government could 
be formed or sustained. It was a pretext which would fit 
every encroachment or usurpation ; and no powers could be 
more indefinite and sovereign than those of granting ex 

clusive privileges, bestowing rewards and immunities upon 
the three comprehensive interests of society, agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures, and patronising capitalists, 
paupers, knowledge, and ignorance. Such a nest of powers, 


| though exhibited as sleeping in the bed of public good, bore 


so strong a resemblance to the old bed of justice in France, 
which was the repository of evil as well as good, that they 
It was evident that they would be suffi- 
cient to re-hatch the strangled national form of government ; 


| and the convention having finally preferred the federal form, 


thought that no good to the public could result from such 
powers, which would recompense it for the evils it would 
sustain from the subversion of that form. The convention 
saw, that if Congress could exercise such powers for the 





will state—what is already known to the committee—that 
there were two parties in the cunvention, who held oppo- 


~ 


public good, it might, upon the same ground, usurp any 
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sing views relative to the form and character of the gov- 
ernment proposed to be established. The one advocated a 
supreme national or consolidated, the other a federal form 
of government. The latter eventually triumphed. The 
friends of a supreme government, after being defeated in all 
their direct efforts, endeavored to accomplish their purpose 
by indirect means, as fully appears by the following extract 
from ** Taylor's New Views of the Constitution :” 

** August 18. It was proposed to empower the Legis- 
lature of the United States, (the word national is now dropt,) 
‘to grant charters of incorporation in cases where the pub- 
lic good may require them, and the authority of a single 
State may be incompetent; to establish a university; to 
ment of useful knowledge and discoveries; to establish 
seminaries for the promotion of literature and the arts and 
sciences; to grant charters of incorporation; to establish 


institutions, rewards, and immunities, for the promotion of 


agriculture, commerce, and manufactures; and to regulate 
stages on the post-roads,’ which, with other 
were referred to the committee of July 23d. 

** September 14. ‘Question. To grant letters of incor- 
poration for canals, et cetera; negatived. ‘T'o establish a 
university ; negatived.’ 


propositions, 


‘* Their rejection was a necessary consequence of sub- 
stituting a federal for the national Government, zealously 
contended for, from the 29th of May to the 14th of Sep- 
tember. It was obvious that powers to establish corporations, 
prescribe the mode of education, patronise local improve- 
ments, and bestow rewards and immunities for the promo- 
tien of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures, would 
certainly swallow up a federal, and introduce a national 
government. When, therefore, a federal system obtained 
the preference, it would have been inconsistent with the 
high degree of intelligence possessed by the members of the 
convention, to have permitted their determination to be 
defeated by these indirect attempts. ‘This intelligence was 
assailed by the soothing but insidieus restriction, that the 
powers to incorporate, grant exclusive privileges, and exer- 
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powers whatsoever, and, in rejecting the propositions, de- 


| cided between investing that body with a general or limited 


federal authority. Hence the power to regulate commerce 
was not intended to revive the rejected propositions to em- 
power Congress to bestow rewards upon agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures. Hence the rejected proposition, 
to empower Congress to direct the exercise of the judicial 
power, cannot enable it to extend the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court. And, for the same reason, a power to 
make war cannot revive the rejected power to make canals, 
or to perform any of those et ceteras, whatever they were, 


referred to by the journal. If these sweeping and indefinite 


| sovereign powers, or all powers thought by those who ex- 


| ercise them to be necessary for the public good, with an et 
encourage, by proper premiums and provisions, the advance- 


cetera besides, though proposed and rejected, do yet pass 
to Congress under the constitution, then the battle between 


the national and federal parties in the convention termina 


ted quite contrary to the usual course of things; the van- 
quished were victorious, and the victorious were vanquis!i- 


| ed; and if they were now alive, one party would be as much 


surprised to discover, that it had carried the consolidating 
propositions which it had lost, as the other, that it had lost 
the federal principles which it carried he spectacle of 
the slain rising up alive, and the living falling down dead, 
could not have been expected by either. 

‘* No powers can be more sovereign and arbitrary, than 
those of deciding and doing whatever may administer to the 
public good, and of pilfering private property by privileges, 
artialitien; premiums, monopolies, rewards, and immunities; 
nor more capable of reaching any end. Had the rejection of 
such powers been unnecessary fur the security of a fede! al 


| form of government, the convention might have still been 


justifiable for the act, as deeming them tyrannical, fraudulent, 
and oppressive. Did the convention reject them in fact, nd 
replant them in mnasquerade ? I discern no evidence in the 
journal to excite such a suspicion. Colonel Hamilton, far 
from discerning the suppose d ingenuity of sinking a ni utional 
form of government in a lake of obscurity, to be fished up 
by a long line of constructions, when it might be safer to 


avow the intentions, seems to have quitted the convention 
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in despair, soon after the failure of his project. Mr. Ran- 
dolph, undoubtedly influenced by having lost his plan also, 
refused to sign the constitution. And though Mr. Madi- 
son and Colonel Hamilton both signed it, and Mr. Ran- 
dolph supported it in the Virginia convention, they must 
have been influenced by the patriotic motive of effecting 
some good, though they could not accomplish all which 
they attempted. These are strong reasons to prove that 
the gentlemen who contended for a supreme national gov- 
ernment, and of whose propositions for that purpose not 
one was adopted by the convention, did not imagine they 
had succeeded.” 

It appears that the indirect and insidious means (which 
were intended to be exercised through the medium of in- 
corporations and exclusive privileges) of the consolida- 
tionists, to establish a supreme national government, 
shared the same fate in the convention as did their more 
open and direct efforts. But, sir, let us proceed to ex- 
amine the evidence, on the point in question, in the order 
in which it stands on the journal of the convention: On 
the 29th of May, the third day after the convention had 
formed a quorum, Mr. Pinckney, delegate from South 
Carolina, submitted the plan of a constitution, in which 


he proposed to bestow on Congress the power, ‘* tu bor- | 


row money,” &c., &c. After various propositions, plans, 
and resolutions, had been sufficiently debated, 

‘*]t was moved and seconded that the proceedings of 
the convention for the establishment of a national govern- 


ment, except what respects the supreme executive, be re- | 


ferred to a committee fur the purpose of reporting a consti- 
tution, conformably to the proceedings afuresaid ; which 
passed unanimously in the affirmative.” 

On the 24th of July, the committee, consisting of five, 
were chosen, and on the 6th of August, the committee re- 
ported the ‘* draught of a constitution,” and among other 
powers proposed to he given to Congress, were the follow- 


ing: **T'o lay and collect taxes, to borrow money, and | 


emit on the credit of the United States.” 


On the 16th of August, when this ‘* draught of a consti- | 


tution” was under discussion, and particularly the power 
last above mentioned, 

**It was moved and seconded®to strike out the words 
‘and emit bills’ out of the eighth clause of the first sec- 
tion of the seventh article; which passed in the affirma- 
tive. 

** Yeas, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, 9. Nays, New Jersey, Maryland, 2.” 

The convention, afier having denied to Congress the 
power to emit bills of credit—which power had been pos- 
sessed by the confederation—deemed proper to extend 


alike prohibition to the State governments; this subject | 
was decided on the 28th day of August, when the 12th | 


article was under consideration : 


** It was moved and seconded to insert the words ‘nor | 


emit bills of credit,’ after the word ‘money,’ which 
passed in the affirmative.” , 

On the 18th of August, as has already been shown, 
two different propositions were made to authorize Con- 


gress to grant acts of incorporation, and were both reject- 
ed. On the 14th of September, the power to create cor- 


porations was again proposed to be vested in Congress, 
but was again, and for the third and last time rejected. 
(See journal.) Thus far the journal of the convention. I 


would now ask the attention of the committee to the state- 


ments made by the members of the convention. 
Luther Martin, a delegate from the State of Maryland, 


in bis disclosures to the Legislature of that State, makes 


the following remarks: 


** By our original articles of confederation, the Con- 
gress have power to borrow money and emit bills of credit 
on the credit of the United States; agreeable to which was 
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the report on this system as made by the committee of de- 
tail. When we came to this part of the report, a motion 
was made to strike out the words ‘to emit bills of credit ;’ 
against the motion we urged, that it would be improper 
te deprive the Congress of that power; that it would be a 
novelty unprecedented to establish a government which 
should not have such authority. That it was impossible 
to look forward into futurity so far as to decide that events 
| might not happen that should render the exercise of such 
a power absolutely necessary; and that we doubted, 
whether if a war should take plave it would be possible for 
this country to defend itself, without having recourse to 
paper credit, in which ease there would be a necessity of 
becoming a prey to our enemies, or violating the constitu- 
tion of our Government; and that, considering the admin- 
istration of the Government would be principally in the 
| hands of the wealthy, there could be little reason to fear 
| an abuse of the power by an unnecessary or injurious ex- 
| ercise of it. But, sir, a majority of the convention, being 
wise beyond every event, and being willing to risk any 
| political evil rather than. admit the idea of a paper emission, 
| in any possible case, refused to trust this authority to a 
| government, to which they were lavishing the most un- 
limited powers of taxation, and to the merey of which 
| they were willing blindly to trust the liberty and property 
of the citizens of every State in the union; and they 
erased that clause from the system.” —Elliot’s Debates, 
vol. 1, p. 413. 

‘*By the tenth section every State is prohibited from 
emitting bilis of credit. As it was reported by the com- 
mittee of detail, the States were only prohibited from emit- 
ting them without the consent of Congress: but the con- 

| vention was so smitten with the paper money dread, that 
| they insisted the prohibition should be absolute. It was 
my opinion, sir, that the States ought not to be totally de- 
prived of the right to emit bills of credit, and that as we 
had not given an authority to the General Government 
| for that purpose, it was the more necessary to retuin it in 
the States. I considered that this State, and some others, 
have formerly received great benefit from paper emissions, 
and that if public and private credit should once more be 
restored, such emissions may hereafter be equally advan- 
tageous; and further, that it is impossible to foresee that 
events may not take place which shali render paper money 
of absolute necessity ; and it was my opinion if this power 
was not to be exercised by a State without the permission 
of the General Government, it ought to be satisfactory even 
to those whe were the most haunted by the apprehensions 
of paper money; I therefore thought it my duty to vote 
against this part of the system. 

‘©The same section also puts it out of the power of 
the States to make any thing but gold and silver coin a 
tender in payment of debts, or to pass any law impairing 
the obligation of cuntracts.”—Jb. p. 422. 

‘6 March the 1\th, 1798.—When the bank bill was un- 
der discussion in the House of Representatives, Judge 
Wilson came in, and was standing by Baldwin. Bald- 
win reminded him of the following fact which passed in 
| *the grand convention.” Among the enumerated pow- 
ers given to Congress, was one to erect corporations. It 
was, on debate, struck out. Several particular powers were 
then proposed. Among others, Robert Morris proposed 
to give Congress a power to establish a national bank. 
Gouverneur Mortis opposed it, observing that it was ex- 
tremely doubtful whether the constitution they were fra- 
ming could ever be passed at all by the people of America ; 
that to give it its best chance, however, they should make 
it as palatable as possible, and put nothing into it not very 
essential, which might raise up enemies ; that his colleague 
[Robert Morris] well knew that ‘a bank’ was in their 
State (Pennsylvania) the very watch-word of party ; that 
a bank had been the great bone of contention between the 
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two parties of the State, from the establishment of their 
constitution, having been erected, put down, erected again, 
as either party preponderated ; that, therefore, to insert 
this power, would instantly enlist against the whole in- 
strument, the whole of the anti-bank party in Pennsyl- 
vania. Whereupon, it was rejected, as was every other 
special power, except that of giving copy-rights to authors, 
and patents to inventors ; the general power of incorpora- 
ting being whittled down to this shred. Wilson agreed 
to the fact.” —Jefferson’s Memoirs. 

Now, sir, let us consider, for a moment, the several 
statements made by the delegates to the convention, and 
of Mr. Jefferson, in connexion with the evidence contain- 
ed in the journal, and see if an array of testimony be not 
presented in opposition to the unfounded and impudent 
assuinption—that it was the intention of the convention 
to authorize Congress to ** emit bills of credit”—that is 
decisive and overwhelming. [t appears by the disclosures 
of Luther Martin, as well as by the original journal, that 
propositions were repeatedly made in the convention, to 
authorize Congress to emit ‘* bills of credit,” and that all 
propositions to that effect were most signally rejected! It 
is expressly stated by the attorney general of Maryland, 
that a majority of the convention ‘* were willing to risk 
any political evil, rather than admit the idea of a paper 
emission in any possible case; and that they (the con- 
vention) ‘‘erased that clause from the system.” And 
again, when speaking of the extension of the prohibition 
to the States, he remarks: that ‘‘the convention were so 
smitten with the paper money dread, that they insisted the 
prohibition should be absolute!” So that both Congress 
and the States, as we have already seen, are prohibited by 
the constitution from ‘* emitting bills of credit ;’ or from 
issuing paper money, ‘‘in any possible case.” 
tended by Mr. Gallatin, in his ** Considerations on the 
Currency,” &c., that bank bills and bills of credit are one 
and the same thing. He remarks: ‘* the constitution of 
the United States prohibits every State from issuing bills 
of credit: now, the bills emitted by a bank,” he adds, 
‘¢are to all intents and purposes bills of credit.” And 
hence he concludes, that the State which creates such 
hank, violates the constitution. If the bills issued by 
State banks, are to all intents and purposes ‘* bills of cred- 
it,” in the constitutional sense, as Mr. Gallatin contends— 
and I am not disposed to dispute the point with him at 
present—then would bills issued by a United States bank, 
also be bills of credit. If a State, therefore, by issuing 
bills of credit, or by incorporating a bank for that purpose, 
violates the constitution, Congress by doing the same 
thing, equally violates that instrument ; because, as has 
already been shown, the power to ‘* emit bills uf credit” 
was withheld from Congress as well as from the States. 
The reason why a prohibitory clause was not incorpurated 
into the constitution in relation to the United States, as 
well as to the State governments, is obvious. By the 
articles of confederation, Congress were expressly autho- 
rized to ** emit bills of credit.” This power had been ex- 
ercised by Congress, and the evil effects resulting from it, 
in the shape of continental money, were in evidence be- 
fore the members of the convention at the time of framing 
the constitution. "The framers of the constitution, ad- 
monished by the history of the past, wisely and patrioti- 
cally endeavored to guard their country from a similar evil 
in future, by excluding from the new constitution, the 
power which had been conferred on Congress by the arti- 
cles of confederation, as well as by prohibiting the exer- 
cise of that power to the State gevernments. 

Congress are, by the constitution, not only deprived of 
the power of ‘* emitting bills of credit,” or of ** issuing pa- 
per money in any possible case,” but expressly limited in 
the exercise of their power, with regard to the currency, 
to the coining of gold and silver, and to the regulation of 
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the value of foreign cvin. And when Congress have done 
this, they have done all that the constitution requires or 
permits them to do on the subject of the currency. 
Having shown that the power to ‘emit bills of credit” 
is not delegated to Congress, and that such was the ‘* dread 
of paper money” entertained by the convention, that they 
witbheld from Congress the power to issue, or cause to be 
issued, such money ‘in any possible case,” I might dis- 
miss this part of the subject without further remark; but as 
it is my wish to put an end to all doubt and cavil, I will, 
even at the hazard of using tedious repetitions, again refer 
to the important fact, that it was repeatedly propoposed in 
convention to vest Congress with power to grant charters 
of incorporation, and that all such propositions were reject- 
ed in every instance, and under every modification. ‘This 
position has been fully established by the journal of the 
convention, as has been already shown, as well as by the 
statements of able and honorable members of that body. 
Mr. Madison, in his reply to General Hamilton’s arguments 
in favor of a national bank, informs us that ‘*a power to 
grant charters of incorporation had been proposed in the 
convention, and rejected.” Messrs. Baldwin and Wil- 
son, both distinguished members of the federal conven- 
tion, have informed us, through Mr. Jeflerson, that among 
the enumerated powers (** proposed to be) given to Con- 
gress, was one to erect corporations,” and that ** it was, on 
deliberation, struck out.” And further, that ‘* Robert 
Morris proposed to give Congress power to establish a na- 
tional bank,” and that the proposition was opposed by 
Gouveneur Morris, on the ground that it would be unpop- 


| ular with the people. This proposition was also rejected by 
| the convention. 


Well, sir, we are at length enabled sat- 
isfactorily to determine whether a power to grant charters 
of incorporation be a substantive or incidental power. That 
it was not regarded as an incidental power by those mem- 
bers of the convention who were the advocates of incorpo- 
rations, is evident from the fact that they proposed to class 
it with the enumerated and substantive powers. And that 
it was not considered as incidental by those members who 
opposed it, is equally manifest from the reasons urged by 
them im debate against it. ‘hey opposed it, not on the 
ground that it could be @erived by implication, but on the 
broad democratic principle that it was incompatible with 
the character of the government which they had been del- 
egated to establish, and because its exercise would be dan- 
gerous to the liberties of the people. ‘The position assumed 
by the judiciary, therefore, that the power to charter a na- 
tional bank is an incidental power, is condemned and con- 
tradicted by the unanimous sense of the convention. ‘The 


| convention, by deliberately withholding from Congress the 


power to grant charters of incorporation for both general 
and special purposes, thereby clearly and indisputably dis- 
countenanced and condemned the principle. Yes, sir, it 
was the principle of exclusive privileges and of chartered 
monopolies to which they were opposed, and which they 
promptly, sternly rejected, as often as introduced, and in 
whatsoever shape presented. And will it be pretended that 
the authors of the constitution, after having thus repeatedly 
and unqualifiedly disapproved and repudiated the principle, 
still recognised and approved it in the shape of a bank 
charter—in its most dangerous, revolting, and malignant 
aspect? Who is prepared to accuse the authors of the 
constitution with such palpable inconsistency, or culpable 
duplicity? Sir, Iam compelled to believe that the man 
who affirms that the framers of the constitution, after hav- 
ing rejected all propositions to grant charters of incorpore- 
tion, whether for general or special purposes, intended, at 
the same time, to authorize Congress to charter a national 
bauk, holds in light estimation, either the character of that 
body, or his own honor, — 

Mr. Chairman, I will, in a few words, conclude my re- 
marks on this branch of the subject. It is admitted on all 
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hands that ours is a Government of specific and limited 
powers. In the language of the constitution, ‘* The pow- 
ers not delegated to the United States by the constitution, 
nor prohibited by it tu the States, are reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the people.” 

The power to grant charters of incorporation was not 
delegated to Congress, nor intended to be so, by the con- 
vention which formed the constitution, and, consequently, 
cannot be exercised without violating that instrument. 
And, with a perfect knowledge of this fact, with a full and 
perfect understanding that the convention purposely with- 
held from Conzress the power to ** emit bills of credit,” or 
paper money, ‘*in any possible case ;” that they also pro- 
hibited the granting of charters of incorporation of every 


kind and description ; I cannot, I say, with all the inform- | 


ation before me, consent to vote in favor of any incorpora- 
tion, and especially a bank charter, which stands doubly 
condemned by the framers of the constitution. No, sir: 
were I to do so, with the evidence before me, I should con- 


sider that I had sinned against light and knowledge—sin- | 
ned past recovering and past forgiveness, and should ever | 


regard myself as a perjured man—perjured both in the eyes 
of God and of my country. 

But, sir, the American people are opposed to a national 
bank. The knowledge of this fact—and no man can plead 
ignorance with regard to it—I should suppose would be a 
sufficient reason why the people’s representatives should 
oppose it. For my own part, sir, were I to support any 
measure which has been so generally and emphatically con- 
demned by the people, I should consider that I had grossly 
outraged public opinion, insulted the majesty of the peo- 
ple, disregarded their express wishes, and betrayed their 
best interests. And, sir, I cannot conceive how any hon- 
erable gentleman, who claims to be a republican—who 


professes to entertain a due regard for public opinion, and | 


a willingness to act in obedience to the expressed will of 
the majority—can possibly yield his support to a measure 
that has been so recently, so repeatedly, and so signally 
condemned by that majority. Shall I be told that the peo- 
ple would take this new institution into favor, provided it 
were established, and that they would cherish and sustain 
it hereafter ? 
tion to their souls.” No, sir, the history of the late bank 
is too fresh in their recollections. The people of this coun- 
try are too prudent and tuo wise not to be admonished and 
profited by the teachings of the past. They are tvo jealous 
of their rights—too much enamored of liberty, to regard 
with favor a monster that might, at its pleasure, violate 
those rights and criish that liberty. And gentlemen who 
act upon the supposition that the American people will 
ever become the friends and willing supporters of an insti- 


” 


tution so hostile to the spirit of freedom, err as widely as | 


would have erred the friends of the infant Bacchus, had 
they commended him to the arms of Juno for succor and 
protection. 


But, sir, we sre told by the board of trade, and others 


friendly to a national bank, that the general welfare of the 


country requires at our hands the establishment of such an 
For one, sir, T am disposed to doubt the cor- | 
I am strongly inclined to the 
opinion that these modest patriots are not quite so well 
qifalified as they they imagine, to decide what would or 
I have yet to 
learn that those gentlemen are more deeply skilled in the 
science of government and of political economy, and that 
they cherish a warmer regard for the publi¢ weal, than those 


institution. 
rectness of this proposition. 


what would not promote the public good. 


of other pursuits and of a different political faith. 


oil of wisdom above their fellows. 


Sir, whence comes 
their authority to deeide what measures shall or shall not 
he adopted in reference to the general welfare? When, 
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I have 
yet to learn that they are benevolent and patrjotic beyond 
their generation, or that they have been anointed with the 
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and guardians of the public interests, that they thus ape 
the language of supremacy, and assume the tone of oracu- 
lar wisdom? Have not the great mass of the people had 
sufficient experience, with regard to a national bank ? have 
they not felt its benefits and its evils, its advantages and 
disadvantages ; and have they not condemned it—I had al- 
most said with the voice of unanimity? And shall they be 
deemed incompetent to judge of the utility, character, and 
tendency of such an institution? Sir, by what other cri- 
terion than that of public sentiment, clearly expressed and 
fairly ascertained, shall we judge of a public measure? 
Shall we adopt the views and opinions of the few to the ex- 
| clusion of the many? Shall we not allow the great ma- 
| jority to determine what is as well as what is not for their 
| welfare? And have not that majority solemnly decreed, 
| in a voice that is still ringing in our ears, that a national 
bank is not a national benefit, but a national evil; that it is 
not a public blessing, but a public curse? If we regard 
public sentiment, therefore, as a proper test of this meas- 
ure, we must necessarily decide against it. We are bound 
to believe that it would not be prodactive of public good, 
as represented by the petitioners—but of public mischief, 
| as declared by a majority of the people. It will not be dis- 
| puted, but that any class of citizens have a right to ask, at 
the hands of Government, the adoption of such measures, 
or the enactment of such laws, as may, in their opinion, 
subserve their interests: provided always, that such meas- 
ures, or laws, do not conflict with other interests of the 
| State, or revolt the ‘* stomach of the public sense.” A na- 
| tional bank does both; and has, consequently, no claims 
| to the favorable regard of Congress. 
| Sir, let us consider for a moment whether we can look 
with Safety or propriety, for wise, patriotic, disinterest d, 
| or salutary counsel from the source whence the petitions 
| and demands for a national bank proceed. Do we find the 
patriotic, the clear-headed, and honest-hearted yeomanry 
; and mechanics of the country clamoring for a national 
| bank? No, sir. No—the pré@ductive and laboring classes 
| 
i 
| 


appreciate their political welfare too highly to desire such 
| an institution. The great majority of bank advocates are 
to be found among the non producers—the traffickers and 
| speculators of the country—** children of lofty hopes and 
low desires,” most of whom are peculiarly allected by the 
present pressure of the times. And would it be the part 
of wisdom to give heed to counsel emanating from such 
| sources? Can it be reasonably expected that men relving 
solely upon bank facilities—men suddenly disappointed in 
their high expectations of immediate wealth and consequent 
| influence, would be the most competert to direct the action 
| of Government and control the destinies of the né lun, at 
such a conjuncture? No, sir, their habits of lfe—ot 
thinking—their peculiar situation--the circumstances which 
influence their judgments and impel them to action—all— 
all conspire to disqualify them for the task. We know, 
sir, that it is more natural for men in affliction—whether 
physical or political—to have recourse to palliatives—to im- 
mediate and temporary expedients, than to deliberate on 
the means necessary to secure permanent relief. 
When Mr. Moore had concluded his speech, 
Mr. CUSHING spoke in reply to a part of Mr. Pick en’s 
remarks respecting a crusade of an insurrectionary charac- 
ter among the white slaves of the North; a movement 
which he deprecated—and a natural alliance between the 
democracy of the North and the aristocracy of the South, 
which he argued to show was against the principles of 
| both. Ifsuch an alliance should exist, it must be as ¢ f 
| masters and servants, which the North would never hear of. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG said that an apology was cer- 
tainly due to the members of the commnittce for 
himself upon their indulgence at so late an hour, w 
as they all were by daily and ni 
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hitherto abstained from debate, anxiously desiring the 
early passage of the important measures reported ; and he 
should not now have addressed the committee, but for the 
strapge character of the proceeding of the House during 
the present session, ‘called, as it was, under extraordinary 
circumstances. The banks had suspended specie pay- 
ments; the Government, with a surplus of forty-two mil- 
lions and a half, found its Treasury embarrassed; and 
there was every reason to expect that it would soon be 
without means to meet its current expenditures. ‘Trade 
was also paralyzed, by a revulsion more vivlent than any 
that had hitherto checked the onward course of the pros- 
perity of this country, 

Called together, Mr. Chairman, under such circum- 
stances, I had supposed that whatever might be our opin- 
ions of past events, or of our mutual errors, we should 
come here prepared, without regard to party, to provide a 
common remedy for a common calamity. I had thought 
that we should be unanimously disposed to relieve our 
Treasury from its embarrassment, in a mode calculated to 
aid most extensively in giving renewed activity to our in- 
ternal circulation, amd in reviving trade. Judge, then, of 
my surprise to see every measure recommended by the 
President not only opposed, but its passage retarded by 
every movement that could embarrass the proceedings of 
this House. So far from aiding us in our measures, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusuixe) told us that 
he would not ‘raise his finger to relieve the Treasury 
from its embarrassments,” 
am happy, sir, that the gentleman is penitent. I under- 
stood him as the reporters did; [Mr. C. said his rémark 
had not been correctly reported.] But the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Menxeresr,] a gentleman who, from his de- 
but here promises to be an ornament to this House, indeed 
he is already so—that gentleman went farther still, and re- 
joiced at the embarrassments of our Treasury. 

The spirit of party must be violent indeed, when it 
makes war upon the Treasury of our own Government, in- 
stituted for the common benefit. Had gentlemen come 
forward, as the country expected they would do; had they 
united with us, and passed our bills a month ago, they 
would have afforded immediate and general relief to every 
part of the Union. Instead of that, what have we seen? 
Opposition to every measure of relief. When we proposed 
to relieve the Treasury from its engagement to deposite 
nine millions with the States, we were told of the millions 
due from the merchants and the banks. ‘The bonds were 
not to be postponed to relieve our debtors from the neces- 
silty of purchasing specie at a premium, and to aid the 
banks in an early resumption of specie payments. Our 
Southwestern banks were to be called upon to pay their 
balantes, by distressing their debtors, and at a crisis when 
specie in that part of the Union was at twenty, thirty, and 
forty per cent. premium. All this was to be done, at a 
moment when trade was paralyzed, and credit destroyed, for 
the purpose of depositing nine millions with the States! 
The issue of ten milions of Treasury notes, too—a measure 
calculated to give general relief in the present condition of 
our internal exchanges and circulation—that measure was 
resisted. ‘The interests of the Treasury, and of the coun- 
try, were to be set aside, in order to furnish a stock to our 
capiialists, or to enable the Bank of the United States to 
purchase its bonds at its own price! And now, when it is 
proposed to separate the Tieasury from the bauking insti- 
tutions of the country, to dissolve that fatal union which 
has contributed s» largely to disturb their operations, and 
to shatter the fortunes uf trade, a proposition is made to re- 
unite them by stronger bonds, and to perpetuate their mu- 
tual embarrassmeuts. 

Relief has not been the order of the day with gentlemen. 
They had no measure to propose to calin the agitations of 
trade, to revive confidence, and to give a new impulse to 
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the prosperity of the country. Their movements were of 
another character. Agitation was the order of the day ; 
and, at the moment when the country anticipated prompt 
relief, we have found ourselves in the midst of another 
panic session. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Sexeeant] has told us of **the awful winter” approach- 
ing, and we have heard from all quarters the old war cry 
of a national bank or a revolution. The removal of the 
deposites, the specie circular, and all the stale subjects of 
debate for five years past, have been revived. Prepara- 
tion is evidently made for a third campaign for a bank of 
the United States—that sovereign remedy for all the ca- 
lanuties brought upon the country by the mal-administra- 
tion of our late President. 

Sir, although these subjects are stale, it is useful to con- 
sider them at a time when we may justly appreciate them, 
and in connexion with the inquiry into the causes of the 
recent revulsion and the general suspension of specie pay- 
ments. As to the specie circular, I shall soon dismiss that. 
W hat was its operation? It increased the specie in the 
Western deposite banks, in thirteen months, some three 
millions and a half. And whence was this amount drawn ' 
From the parts of the Atlantic and the Gulf, into which 
there were at the saine time flowing more than ten millions 
of coin, and bullion beyond the amount exported. Was 
the deposite in the Western banks special? No; every 
dollar of it might have been returned. It might have been 
drawn by the banks on the Atlantic and the Gulf; and 
would have been drawn, had they not been, at the same 
time, receiving three times the amount from abroad. Such, 
sir, is the whole currency operation of the specie circular— 
that measure which seeins, in the estimation of gentlemen, 
to have been the terrible author of all the calamities of the 
commercial world. According to their argument, it fol- 
lowed the swift current of the Ohio and Mississippi to New 
Orleans, and swept away the most eminent houses iu that 
city. It took the course of the.Gulf stream, and gave a 
shuck to every city on the Atlantic. It prostrated more 
than a hundred of the most enterprising merchants of New 
York ; crossed the Atlantic, shook the royal exchange, and 
continued its disastrous course throughout all Europe. 
But, sir, the most remerkable performance of this tremen- 
dous measure we did not hear of for some months after it 
was issued. Before it visited the two continents on our 
side, it actually passed through the globe, and produced 
an earthquake in the Celestial Empire. In this revulsion, 
the Hong merchant was the first victim. Mr. Chairman, 
the question is unworthy of argument—it is fit only for 
ridicule. I was glad to hear the learned and travelled gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Leeane] who addressed 
the committee this morning do justice to the specie circular, 
and admit that but for that, Heaven knows ‘‘ where we 
should have gone.” Sir, if that specie circular, and the 
London bankers’ circular—a measure ill-timed, sudden, 
and overwhelming--if both of these circulars had been is 
sued twelve months earlier, it would have saved, on bot) 
sides of the Atlantic, many a merchant from bankruptcy 
and thousand of families from poverty and want. 

Equally unsubstantial is the charge against the late ad- 
ministration for drawing specie from Europe. If gentle- 
men would reflect upon the operation of the measures ot 
Congress and of Parliament, adopted upon no party grounds, 
and upon the effect of a constant influx of capital from the 
old to the new world, they would find no difficulty in ac- 
counting for our heavy importations of specie for some years 
past. They will find the foundation laid by the act of Par- 
liament of 1833, and our coin law of 1834. The former 
made Bank of England notes a lawful tender; dispensed, 
in some measure, with the use for gold, and encotraged 
its exportation; while the latter raised the price of gold 
above the European standard, and facilitated its importa- 
tion into this country. The act of 1834 was the first mea 
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ure ever adopted by us calculated to fortify the basis of our | dollars, which, ina ratio to her revenue, would be equiv- 
commercial credit, and to secure a just portion of the me- | alent to our forty millions. Suppose it to be deposited in 
tallic currency of the world. Had the Bank of England | the local banks, and that Parliament had ordered it to be 
not suspended specie payments for twenty-five years, we | withdrawn in nine months and distributed among the coun- 
should long since have discovered and corrected the error | ties in England, at a time, too, of a heavy pressure on the 
in our coin laws. Had we revised them forty years ago, | money market: would it not have broken all the banks in 
the trade of this country would have rested on a more sta- | Great Britain and Ireland? If this five hundred millions 
ble foundation than it now does. For years we were mere | had been deposited in the Bank of England and its branches, 
traders in currency. We drew it from the islands and | and had been, as ours was, employed in commercial dis- 
countries south of us, and exported our silver to China and | counts, the shock to trade and banks would have been still 
our gold chiefly to Europe, even after the expense of coin- | more violent from the convulsive but vain efforts of the 
ing. We have latterly exported little to China, léss than | Bank of England to meet the demands of the exchequer 
three millions in five years; and the course of trade, and | and to sustain specie payments. Such, sir, must be the 
the operation of the coin laws of England, France, and | condition of trade and banking in every country where 
this country, do not authorize us to anticipate its steady ex- | they are united with the flactuating revenues of Govern- 
portation as heretofore. In the last fifteen years we have | ment. 
imported about eighty-seven millions from the countries | The next obvious consequence of this connexion is the 
and islands south of us; and there is always a current of | five years’ war of the Bank of the United States and its 
coin and bullion setting in from that direction. ‘There will | friends against the deposite banks, the Treasury, and the 
be no difficulty now in securing a substantial basis for trade | country itself. What, sir, is the brief history of this war! 
if our State Legislatures du not banish specie from the | The President, in discharging a high public duty, know- 
country, and if we separate our revenue from our bank | ing the immense power of such an institution, and fore- 
note circulations. | seeing the mischiefs which would result from perpetuating 

' 

| 

| 


If we would ascertain the causes of the recent revulsion, | it, brought the question before the nation for its decision. 
we should be obliged to go back to a very ancient date. | Without waiting for that decision, the bank memorialized 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Sereeant] has | Congress six years before the period for winding up its con- 
truly told us that all countries are liable to revulsions, | cerns, and a bill was passed through both Houses, with a 
whatever be the character of their currency. When credit | knowledge that the President would reject it. The pre- 
is abused, an explosion must fellow; and credit has been | text then was, that it was necessary that the bank should 
sometimes abused excessively, even in countries with a | at that early period know its fate, and commence winding 
metallic currency. But, sir, the gentleman was obliged | up its concerns gradually. The election of the President 
to go back a century for the explosion in France; and that | in the same year (1832) ratified his veto, Steps were ta- 
explosion was an affair of the King, who, in December, | ken to employ other banks, and towards the close of the 
1718, took Law’s bank into his own hands. Wherever | next year the deposites were partially removed. ‘The 
Governments permit paper to be substituted for the precivus | bank, anticipating this order, commenced the first cam- 
metals, revulsions must become an every da‘y affair, and paign against the deposite banks, the Treasury, and the 
their violence is also very much increased by mercantile country, by curtailing rapidly. ‘The pretext for this step 
notes and bills, issued in exchange for credit, the whole of | was, the necessity of fortifying herself to meet the hostility 
which explodes at every revulsion, and steadily increases | of the Executive in withdrawing the deposites. And pray 
the amount of bankruptcy. The rapid growth of thiscoun- | what was the cnormous amount of these deposites? Not 
try, and the bold and enterprising character of our trade, | thirty-seven millions, sir, the amount ordered to be re- 
render us more liable than other countries to frequent and | moved under the deposite act, but less than seven; nay, 
violent revulsions. only about three millions at that time, for some of it re- 

But, sir, all these causes combined have never before | mained more than a year afterwards. Nor was it trans- 
produced a general suspension of specie payments, in time | ferred from city to city, or State to State ; but, with litle 
of peace, in any country. We must seek for other causes exception, from one bank to another in the same city. Yet, 


Fa does 


fpr tr te eres 


for an event so extraordinary. It is possible that the cir- | alarmed at this tremendous order, which had been antici- 
cular of the London bankers, issued, we may sav, by order | pated for months, this great bank, with its capital of thirty- 
of the Bank of England, and coming suddenly upon the | five millions, was afraid of the deposite banks, and was 
trading and banking interests of this country, might have | compelled to curtail its discounts more than eighteen inil- 
produced it; but it is by no means certain. lions in nineteen months, ‘The alarm was spread through 
_ There was, however, a manifest cause of this suspension | our cities; the local banks were forced to follow its exam- 
in the connexion of our ‘I'reasury with the banking and | ple; and trade, which had been in a prosperous course, 
trading interests of the country, under which they had to was suddenly brought to a stand, without any commercial 
encounter the pressure of the deposite act, and, what was | cause whatever. ‘The celebrated panic session opened with 
more powerful still, the hostility of the Bank of the United | the ery of ruin and revolution, and our cities were for 
States and its friends. I do not refer to the deposite act months agitated by the stormy conflicts of parties. The 
with a disposition to criminate gentlemen who supported | first campaign for a bank of the United States terminated 
it. ‘The surplus was an evil. They discharged what they | with that session. 
considered a paramount duty in getting rid of it; but they Foiled in this experiment upon the deposite banks and 
did not foresee the disastrous consequences which would | the country, the president of the bank changed his policy. 
follow the sudden withdrawal ef so large an amount from | This crippled institution, almost broken down by its efforts 
the banks at such a crisis. That was not, however, the | to pay over a few millions to other banks, as soon as the 
only measure. ‘There was a supplementary act which you | session was over, suddenly found itself able to enlarge its 
yourself, Mr. Chairman, (Mr. Sarva, of Maine, being in | discounts to the amount of ten millions! ‘The bank com- 
the chair, ) moved out of its order and carried through this | menced extending facilities in November, 1834, and in 
House at midnight on the last night of the session. That eight months increased them more than nineteen millions 
act authorized the immediate transfer of the public money | of dollars. ‘The trading and banking interests of the coun- 
from bank to bank, and State to State: and it was for ex- trv, after being so long chained down by this tyrant of 
ecuting both these laws together that the Secretary of the trade, were suddenly set free. ‘The banks generally follow- 
Freasury has been so unjustly censured. Let us suppose, | ed the example of the United States Bank, by enlarging 
sir, that England had a surplus of five hundred millions of their discounts, and every branch of trade wa sturrnulated 
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to engage in the wildest speculations. If all the banks in 
the country had contracted and expanded in the same ratio, 
it would have made an aggregate fluctuation in commercial 
facilities of near three hundred millions. ‘The fluctuation 
of the Bank of the United States alone from April, 1833, 
to July, 1835, amounted to about thirty-eight millions. 
Suppose, sir, the Bank of England had not its capital, its 
deposites, and circulation invested in public securities; sup- 
pose, instead of its mere surplus, it had its forty millions 
sterling employed in commercial discounts, and that the 
bank, struggling to compel the country to renew its char- 


and three months more than twenty millions sterling—what 
would have been the condition of the trade and local banks 
of Great Britain and Ireland at this time? 
ours is. ‘T'he close of this second campaign has teen tri- 
bank and its friends have not only broken all the depesite 
banks, but almost every other bank, not excepting the 
Bank of the United States, with its thirty-five millions, al- 
though rechartered with additional strength and enlarged 
powers. The Bank of the United States has contributed 
its share in increasing the calamities of the day. It has 
triumphed over the deposite banks and the Treasury ; but 
it has not yet conquered the people of the United States. 

Now, in the midst of all this wreck of credit, while the 
victims in this war lie scattered around them, gentlemen, 


interests to engage in a third campaign; and for what, sir? 
For a national bank, which they dare not themselves pro- 
pose; which they admit to be hopeless; which stands con- 
demned by the people; who, after all these struggles, have 
sent to both Houses the largest majorities ever known, 
against even the expediency of such an institution. The 
merchants and bankers of this country are again invited to 
engage in a third and svicidal war, to keep trade and bank- 
ing in violent agitation for three years to come, and to ter- 
minate the campaign in another scene of bankruptcy and 
ruin. None but the determined partisans of the Bank of 
the United States will answer to the call. 
and candid of all parties must be convinced, after five years’ 
bitter experience, that the trading and banking interests of 
the country have nothing to gain by enlisting in our polit- 
ical wars; and that so long as their fortunes are associate-] 
with the fluctuating revenues of this Government, they 
must be periodically broken down. 


destroyed. We have made discoveries, too, which warrant 
the belief that we may anticipate a similar violation of the 
contracts of this country, and destruction of its currency, 
at every violent revulsion. ‘The members of our stock ex- 
change have found out that, when stocks are depressed by a 
pressure, and they are threatened with ruin, they can save 
themselves, and raise stocks twenty or thirty per cent. by 


ion over our State Legislatures, through the power which 
they exercise over the currency and the country. Indeed, 
itis probable that, in a period of alarm, which exists in 
every revulsion, trade may solicit the banks to suspend 
their payments. It may not happen that all the banks will 
suspend; but nothing can prevent many of them from fall- 
ing in every revulsion, but an entire separation of their 
concerns from those of the Government. 

The Siate bank deposite system has mest unquestionably 
failed, notwithstanding it is still supported by a few, but a 
very few, friends of the administration. ‘The present crisis 
drives us to the necessity of choosing between a Govern- 
ment national bank of vast power, and a simple Treasury 
agency with no other power than that which this Govern- 
ment has always exercised in collecting and disbursing the 
public revenue, Although gentlemen have not yet the 


ter, were to curtail and extend its discounts in two years | 
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In these contests, sir, the credit of our banks has been 


compelling the banks to suspend specie payments. ‘The | 
banks have discovered, too, that they have absolute domin- | 





| courage to unfurl their banner everywhere, yet there can 
| be no doubt there is still to be a struggle fur a national 
bank. The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Ser- 
GEANT] tells us we flourished under the auspices of such 
an institution for forty years, and that the experiment was 
fully tried, and was triumphant. It was certainly fully 
tried, but 1 deny that it was triumphant. It was at all 
times a frail foundation for the vast fabric of credit of this 
country. ‘The supension of specie payments by the Bank 
of England in 1797, protected the first bank till its charter 
t expired. I do not know that its solidity was ever tried but 
| once, when an eminent merchant of Salem would have 

broken the branch at New York, and consequently all the 
| other banks, if it had not yielded to his demands. As to 
the late Bank of the United States, we have the authority 
of two of its presidents: one tells us that in 1819 no man 
believed the bank would continue to pay in specie for one 
month; and the other, that in 1825, the currency of the 
Union depended upon his midnight journey from Philadel- 
| phia to New York. A very solid foundation this for the 
| trade, currency, and contracts of a nation! As to its con- 
servative power over State banks, we have had innumera- 
ble failures of them during the existence of both; and all 
the money which we have actually lost by local institu 
tions, amounting to more than a million, was lost when the 
late bank of the United States was in operation. 

A national bank, such as we have had, was an experi- 
ment indeed, and a fearful one too, [t was without a paral- 
lel in the history of Governments. I appeal, sir, to the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Leeane) whether 
France or England ever chartered a national benk to em- 
ploy the revenues of Government in commercial discounts, 
to regulate exchange, or to furnish a national currency 
founded upon the credit of private stockholders? If the 
bauks of England or of France were permitted to use the 
| vast revenues of these countries in extending facilities to 

trade, and their income, like ours, was constantly vibrating 

between an enormous surplus, without a public debt to ab- 
| sorb it, and a sudden deficit of revenue, it would be dis- 
astrous to the trading and banking interests of all Europe. 
Nor was such bank ever established to regulate exchange. 
The gentleman from South Carolina well knows that the 
exchanges of Great Britain, Ireland, and of all Europe are 
| managed by local banks and private bankers, and that the 

latter are almost exclusively employed for that purpose on 
| the continent. They are infinitely better managed there 
than they ever have been here. ‘The laws of trade alone 
can regulate exchange. But even their operation is de- 
feated by the course pursued by the banks in this country, 
and especially the Bank of the United States and the de- 
posite banks. They have encouraged a wild spirit of 
speculation, by discounting millions of exchange not found- 
ed upon property, but a mere exchange of credits between 
| distant points, and of notes payable at a hundred places in 


| the interior, counter to the current of remittance tu the At- 
lantic cities. ‘The main cause, however, of the derangement 
of our internal exchanges is one which is unavoidable ; 
| that is, the. periodical and sudden decline in the great 
staple of remittance required to discharge the debt aunually 
due from the Southwestern to the Northeastern States. 
There is more elasticity in our foreign exchanges ; and 
with a judicious reform of our currency we bave little to 
fear. Our commercial tables may alarm us, but they af- 
ford no satisfactory evidence of the amount of debt due and 
actuaily payable abroad at any one period. We know not 
what portions of our importations of specie and merchan- 
dise represent the proceeds of vur exports to foreign coun- 
| tries, and what part of them arise from the sale of our stocks 
| and bonds; from the transfer of the emigrants’ property to 
| this country, and from the steady current of capital which 
| is uniformly flowing from the reservoirs of Great Britain, 
France, and Helland into this country, seeking permanent 
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investment. When we see some thirty, forty, or fifty 
millions against us, we forget that we see but a part of the 
account. Our imports must necessarily exceed our ex- 
ports permanently, while we perpetually receive, through 
these sources from abroad, an increasing am seu of capital 
far beyond any remittance of dividends. 
to fear from our vitiated currency than we ahd from our 
foreign exchanges. 

Neither, sir, is a national bank required to furnish us 
with a currency. The Bank of France issues no note un- 
der five hundred francs. The issues of the Bank of Eng- 
land are, essentially, exchequer bills, or what we should 
denominate Treasury notes without interest. They are 
founded upon the credit of Government. The whole 
capital, deposites, and circulation of the bank are invested 
in loans, in various forms, to Government. 
England are taxed to pay the interest on their own money 
and their own credit, to be divided among the stockholders 
of the Bank of England! However unjust this financial 
system may be, it would be more disastrous to Great Britain 
and Ireland were the deposites and circulation invested in 
commercial securities. The private discounts of the bank 
form but a small proportion of its transactions. It is a 
Government bank, and as its circulation is founded on 
public securities, the profit on it should be a public concern. 
{f such issues, which are essentially the crelit of the State, 


were not made a source of profit to banks, the power would | 


never be abused. 

Happily for this country, sir, this experiment of a na- 
tional bank has not been tried, and has not been trium- 
phant. Had we made perpetual a bank authorized to con- 
trol the commercial credit, the banking institutions, the 
revenue, and the currency of this country, we shoul: have 
conferred on one man a greater power than the people and 
the States surrendered by the constitution to all the depart- 
ments of this Government combined. In his hands would 
have been the ae to regulate the price of labor and the 
value of property ; to elevate trade to the highest point of 
speculation, and to prostrate it in a moment ; to draw into 
one vast circle the incorporated wealth of the nation; to 
concentrate and direct its power; and so to regulate the 
movements of his institution, by its expansions and con- 
tractions, as powerfully to influence our elections. Whe- 
ther governed by his fears or his ambition, the destiny of 
the nation would have been in his hands. He might, as 
we saw some years ago, by his imbecility, ruin trade, break 
the banks, and endanger, if not destroy the currency ; or, 
as we now see, his ambition might tempt him to consider 
his institution as a political engine; he might attempt to 
regulate the suecession to the Presidency. This was the 
experiment, sir—this was the design in 1791. Fortunately 
for the country it has failed—the people, not the bank, 
have triumphed; and as it regards the President who ac- 
complished it, the wreath of Orleans may perish, but the 
gratitude of his country can only expire with its liberty. 

Mr. Chairman, we have but one alternative left. “We 
must collect, keep, and disburse our own revenues. This 
proposition was made in 1835, by a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Gonvow,] then a member of this House. He 
proposed to employ our own officers for these purposes, to 
appoint receivers general at certain points, and that ** the | 
whole revenue of the United States, derived from customs, 
lands, or other sources, shall be paid in the current coins of 
the United States.” In replying on that occasion to the 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Roserrsen,) who is now 
near me, I stated that 1 concurred entirely in his prin- 
ciples ,” that I considered it my duty, at that time, to regu. 
Jate, ‘fin the best practicable manner under [then] existing 
circumstances, the deposite of the public money ;” that we 
could manage our finances **if here was not «n incorpo- 
rated bank in the Union;” and that I hoped ‘the time 
could come when we should be able to dispense with the 
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agency of all banks, especially those of circulation.” ‘That 
time has arrived, sir, much sooner than I expected. It is 
forced upon us by the banks themselves. In 1835, they 
had been selected by the Secretary of the Treasury, and [ 
had two motives for continuing them as our agents, which 
I then stated. One was, that [ thought them the ‘safest 
places of deposite ;” but I now see that safety—ultimate 
safety is of little importance, if the Treasury is to be peri- 
odically deprived of the use of its funds. The other reason 
was that now given by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Mason,} that the deposite banks might aid in reforming 
our currency, by withdrawing their small notes. Between 
that gentleman and myself [ am sure there cannot be any 
difference of principle, for his course has been democratic 
and constitutional. But, sir, I submit it to his judgment, 
whether experience has not proved that such an experi- 
ment upon the currency has been, and must be, wholly 
abortive. Suppose our agents withdraw their small notes 
from circulation conformably to our law, have we not seven 
hundred and fifty other banks employed in ‘ssuing them as 
fast as they are withdrawn? You might effect some re- 
form if you employed the whole eight hundred, but not 
otherwise. But, if you were to propose that, is it prob- 
able that the banks in the interior, half of whose profits 
arise from circulation, would accept your agency! All 
the reform we can effect, is by confining our Treasury to 
specie and evidences of public debt. The small notes and 
the banks must be left to the authority that created them— 


the State Governments, with whose duties itis not our pro- 


vince to interfere, directly or indirectly. 

But how has this simple proposition to collect our rev- 
enue in coin or evidences of debt, and to disburse it 
through our own officers—a proposition almost as old as 
the world—how has it been received? Why, sir, it is 
denounced as an experiment never before attempted—as a 
dangerous innovation—as something monstrous. One 
would suppose, from the language of gentlemen, that we 
were about ** to subvert the whole social fabric,” tu revo- 
lutionize the age, and, through a rapid dissolution of mor- 
als, intelligence, and liberty, go back, as the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Legare] says, to the age of 
‘iron money and black broth!” Why, sir, we have been, 
happily without being conscious of it, in a very lamentable 
condition for five months past; we have been, ever since 
the 10th of May last, actually circulating iron money, and 
drinking black broth! J.uckily, however, the trade of the 
country, and the country itself, have very much improved 
since then, notwithstanding this Spartan discipline. 

But what are the objections to the measure proposed ? 
The unsafety of the public money. ‘This is certainly an 
age more distinguished for discovery than experiment. 
After having trusted our public officers with the public 
money for near half a century, we have suddenly discov- 
ered that it is now to be ‘* plundered” by these ‘* faithless 
agents.”” Prior to 1800, every bond was collected at your 
and, throughout the whole history of our 
every dollar, whether from lands or customs, has 
been placed to the credit of our officers before it was trans- 
ferred to the credit of the Treasurer. The cashier of the 
New York custom-house collected five millions last year ; 
one of your land receivers had, in the course of the year, 
two millions to his credit, and the collector of New York 
some sixteen or seventeen millions. Since 1789 we have 
had about eight hundred millions to the credit of our pub- 
lic officers, and gentlemen have just found out that we are 
for the first time about to confide in them, because we pro- 
pose they should keep, under the direct supervision of 
other officers, that which they now have passed to their 
own credit, without any check or guard whatsvever. Your 
disbursing officers are also entrusted with the public 
money. Your receivers, collectors, and disbursing officers 
may apply the public money to what purpose they please, 


revenue, 












and, under existing laws, we have no security whatever 
but their bonds. We propose to enlarge this security ; to 
place guards over them on the spot, and to have visiting 
officers, besides, to see that the keeper of the public money 
and his supervisors all discharge their duty with fidelity 
to the Government. We propose to secure the revenue 
by stronger regulations than any that have hitherto existed. 
France has tried this experiment with an annual revenue 
of about two hundred millions of dollars, and we dare not 
try it with a revenue of twenty. Defalcations have occur- 
red, and would occur, under any system. But ours has 
been a loose one, and, unfortunately for the argument of 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Garxanp,] all the de- 
falcations he refers to have occurred under our laws as 
they now are, and during the very time when the United 
States Bank or the State banks were employed as deposi- 
tories of the public money. Sir, if gentlemen can con- 
trive any plan of special deposite, which will not be abused 
by permitting the public revenue to be used by the banks, 
or which will not aid in the circulation of their notes, it 





might be adopted. But they will find it very difficult to | 


devise any special deposite system which will not be eva- 
ded by the banks. 

Another objection is the prodigious increase or Execu- 
tive patronage. One gentleman, not of this body, has 
stated (as [ have seen it reported) that we are about to en- 
list an army of a hundred thousand public officers. Why, 
sir, if we did not add one officer to the number now in the 
public service, there would be, as there actually is at this 
time, no difficulty whatever in collecting, keeping, and 
disbursing our revenues. Convenience may require the 
addition of a dozen clerks; greater security might be effect- 
ed by employing half a dozen receivers general at points 
where the revenue exceeds the amount of the officers’ 
bonds ; and, to perfect that security, you may appoint two 
visiting agents. Were we to go further than the bill pro- 
poses, and appoint all these, is that patronage to be com- 


pared with the political influence exercised over your 
eighty-eight deposite banks, with their two thousand offi- 


cers and directors, and some fifty thousand stockholders ? 
Sir, the argument is unworthy of refutation. 


The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mason] proposes, if 
T understood him correctly, to collect our revenue in specie, | 


t 


or its equivalent, and to make our disbursements in local 


bank paper. ‘This is an extraordinary proposition, es- 
pecially trom one so devoted to the constitution. What, 


sir, collect our revenues in coin, or its equivalent ; extort 
the last fraction from the public debtors, and then turn to 
our creditors, and avail ourselves of this general act of | 
bankruptcy, which the banks have established for the coun- 
try, by their joint resolution to suspend specie payments ! 
Are we to receive coin, or its equivalent, all over the 
Union, and pay our debts in depreciated paper, varying | is done. 
from five to forty-five percent.? I think the gentleman 
from Virginia will, upon reflection, abandon a proposi- | 


tion so unjust to the public creditors, and founded upon s¢ 
palpable a violation of the public faith. 
‘That, however, which seems most to alarm gentlemen 


gentleman tells us, ‘fone for the Government—anothe 


for the people ;” ‘‘the people do not sit at the same table.’ 


Js this intended for argument, sir? I hope not. But, a 


the other end of the table, and spread before him hi 
** mortified mass of the body politic,” though, by th 


way, no favorite of his. Then, sir, let these two distin- 
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guished gentlemen issue their proclamation to ‘* the peo- 
| ple,” and invite them to participate. Will they come to 

| the feast prepared for them by the geutlemen from Penn- 

| sylvania and Massachusetts ? 

Mr. Chairman, arguments not addressed to the under- 
standing have no permanent effect. If gentlemen mean 
| any thing by their two currencies; if they mean that this 
| Government shall collect its revenues in depreciated local 
| paper; if they propose to collect our taxes from the States, 
| and to receive payment for our public lands in eight and 
twenty different currencies, let them boldly take their 
ground, and not evade the question by popular appeals. 
Let them set the constitution at defiance, and offer a pre- 
mium to every State and Territory in the Union to depre- 
ciate its bank paper, for the purpose of diminishing its 
taxes and the price of the public lands; let them forever 
postpone the resumption of specie payments, and disor- 
ganize the Union. Gentlemen dare not, as a party, take 
| that ground: they know that the revenue must, and will, 
| be colleeted in specie, or its equivalent, in a medium com 
mon to all the States, or there is an end of our present 
constitutional Union. Sir, as to this question of two cur- 
rencies, what is it? If bank notes are equivalent to specie, 
the people have two currencies, and the Government but 
one. 

One would suppose, tov, we were about te monopolize 
all the coin in the country. Why, sir, of the whole me- 
tallic circulation, assumed at eighty millions, the Treasury 
would require but a sixteenth part: the banks would have 
five-and-twenty, and ‘the people” fifty millions for gen 
eral circulation. Even of the five or six millioms of coin 
which might be abstracted from the general mass, one halt 
at least would be represented by Treasury warrants in cir- 
culation, founded upon the specie in deposite. There 
would be at no time more than two or three millions of 
specie in your depositories in every part of the Union not 
represented by these warrants. As to an excess or surplus 
beyond six millions, that will never occur; because Con- 
gress will now be compelled to dv what ought to have been 
done when the public debt was extinguished: they must 
make permanent provision for guarding against a surplus, 
by investing the excess, whenever it is beyond six millions, 
and throwing the specie at once into circulation, and then 
to exhaust such surplus by a graduated reduction of ou 
taxes. This accumulation of specie, which excites so 
much apprehension, is, in my view, the strongest recom- 
mendation of the proposed measure. It will keep our rev- 
enue down, and avoid the recurrence of a surplus to dis- 
tract our councils, and make the States dependent upon our 
federal Treasury. It will be a regulator of trade far better 
than the foreign exchanges. It will indicate the approach ot 
overtrading, and not, like the latter, rise after the mischief 
‘To the banks it would be a steady and salutary 
check, in preventing the excessive and unwarrantable issues 
of their credit, by bank notes or otherwi-e, in periods of 
) | speculation—not for the purpose of circulation, but to fur- 

nish fictitious capital, by a mere exchange of credit for 


» | credit, to stimulate excited enterprise, to abuse credit, and 
and especially the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Sxunceanr,} is, that we are to have two currencies, as the 


to terminate in revulsions, ruinous to trade and calamitous 
to the laboring classes. 

r The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Lreare 

"| objects to the measure, because it would make ‘* New York 


as | the grand market for specie, and all the rest of the States 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania has prepared his table, 


and appears to be so solicitous to provide something for 
the people, I would advise him to take his seat, and to 
place before him his favorite dish, that ** spurious progeny 
of local paper ;” and then to invite a distinguished gentle 
man from the other wing of the capitol to take his seat at | 


tributary.” T was happy to hear that he was not the author 
of this suggestion. I hope, sir, the honorable Senator 
(Mr. Preston) to whom he referred, is also not respon- 
| sible for its origin, for it is utterly without foundation. I 
- | had seen it before in an essay ascribed to a gentleman of 
South Carolina, of great experience as a statesman, finan- 
S| cier, and banker, who has suddenly and zealously enlisted 
€ | against us. Whether this objection rests upon the author- 


ity of either or all these gentlemen, the author of it evinces 
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a very limited knowledge of the financial operations of our 
Government. 
the Treasury, who would discharge the duties of his office 
so absurdly as to transmit the public money from other 
States to New Y ork, where two-thirds of the whole reve- 
nue from customs is collected, and where a large surplus 
(except now when the revenue is everywhere suspended) 
uniformally exists, beyond the amount required for expenses 
in that vicinity? His duty is directly the reverse. The 
excess of revenue at New York must be placed in other 
Sites, where it is to be expended. But, sir, how is it 
transferred—does a dollar in specie go for these purposes, 
or for Treasury remittances, between different parts of the 
Union ? Not one. We may require small amounts, as 
we always have done, in specie, for complying with Indian 
treaties, and for some of our expenditures abroad; but in 
all the great operations of the Treasury, no balance is 
transferred from city te city or State to State in specie. 
T'he warrant is issued upon the place where an excess ex- 
ists beyond what is wanted there; it is sent to the point 
of ex penditure, and travels through the medium of trade, 
or the banks, to the place where the money is deposited, 
and the specie is drawn by the bank from the depository. 
So far as the Government is concerned, the coin remains 

where it is collected, and merely circulates between the 
h ink and the depository. Such is the extent of these specie 
transfers which are so alarming to distinguished gentlemen 
from South Carolina. 


of the whole fabric of society.” 
ige distinguished for discoveries. 


tering banking system. 


both’’—to absolute barbarism. 


the ‘*destruction of the credit system.” 


ward attitude before the country. 


poverty; tl 


and recommends it to us as a model for our imitation 





note ¢ 


millions of dollars 
lions of gold and gives 


What would be thought of a Secretary of | 


We have now to notice a formidable objection. It is | 
said we propose to establish a universal and exclusive me- 
tallic currency, and, in the language of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, rMr, Lre@ark, | to effect ** an absolute sub- 
version of all credit and all commerce—an utter destruction 
This is indeed, sir, an 
We have been for years 
endeavoring to secure, through our federal legislation, a | 
broader basis for the vast fabric of credit in this country. 
Gentlemen have cordially co operated with us in accom- 
plishing a purpose almost universally acknowledged to be 
necessary to give stability to trade, and solidity to our tot- 
But when we propose a measure 
calculated to forward effectually an object so essential to 
the morals and prospe rity of the Union, they suddenly 
discover that our design is to break up the very foundations 
of civilized society, to return to ‘iron-money and black 
Gentlemen well know that. 
whatever may be our abstract opinions as to the effect of 
paper money on the morals and condition of society, no 


roughly denounce the prine iples of those with whom they 
are politic ally associated, I would admonish gentlemen to | culation. Had she been on the borders of the British chan- 
con-ult together, and come to some understanding as to | nel, where her local circulations would come in centact 
what they mean by ‘* an exclusive metallic currency,” and | with the metallic currency of the continent, she would have 
The gentleman | long since discovered that, however convenient sinall notes 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Lecarr,) and the gentleman . may be, the imaginary convertibility of bank notes into 
coin is but a frail protection to labor, and a weak founda- 
Protected by 


from Virginia, [Mr. Gartanp,] considering how harmoni- 
ously they act together, have placed themselves in an awk- 
The former gentleman | her interior position, as well as by skilful management, her 
denounees the currency of France aa the author of her 
ie latter eulogises it as the soundest in the world, 
! But the chief object of the admiration of the gentleman 
And now, sir, what becomes of all the violent denuncia- | from South Carolina was the triumphant result of the credit 
tions of the gentleman from Virginia about this monstrous | system in England. Why, sir, nothing can be more un- 
attempt to introduce an exclusive metallic currency * Who like than the credit svstems of England and Scotland, ; 
ha:! gone beyond the gentleman from Virginia? No bank | 
‘ulates in France of a less denomination than five | 
hundred franes, and a whole amount is but about twe nty 
1 paper to four hundred and fifty mil- 
Is that a metallic currency? Is 
the credit system de-troyed in France? Sir, the gentle- 
man from Virginia will find, upon an examination of his 
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own doctrines, that it will embarrass him to explain in 
what essential principle relating to currency he is opposed 
| to the present administration. 

| "The gentleman from South Carolina may also discover 
that his principles are not so hostile as he imagines tu the 
separation of bank and State. Why, sir, he admires the 
Scotch banking system, the very essence of which is its free- 
dom from all legislative interference. ‘The union between 
Parliament and this branch of trade has been long since ef- 
fectually dissolved. Trade, and not Government, regulates 
the quantity of banking capital in Scotland. He seems struck 
with admiration at the splendid results of ‘the credit sys- 
tem” in that country, and ascribes them to the substitution 
of paper for a metallic circulation. The gentleman mis- 
takes the shadow for the substance. The astonishing in- 
dustry and wealth of Scotland, and the moral condition of 
her people, are owing, among other causes, to tue absolute 
freedom she has enjoyed in banking, the best regulator of 
all trades when free. ‘The act of 1708 did not extend to 
Scotland; she was not under the dominion of the Bank of 
England. She had no gigantic institution to break her 
local banks periodically, and to throw thousands, nay, mil- 
lions, of laborers out of employment. Beyond the Tweed, 
capital, free from all restrictions, flowed into this channel, 
| and kept pace with labor, population, trade, and wealth, 
and sustained the vast increase of her commercial credits. 
| The banks of Scotland are an improvement upon the plan 
| of our savings institutions. ‘They have in that country not 
only a large amount of banking capital, but more than a 
hundred millions of dojlars, drawn from all classes of so- 
| ciety, in deposite upon interest, yielding a profit to the 
| community as well as to the banks; thus mutually benefit- 





ing the capitalists and the country, and encouraging fru- 
gality and enterprise. Her ‘credit sy stem” rests upon a 
foundation almost as broad as the whole property of Scot- 
land. Her stockholders are not, like ours, exempt from 
responsibility. The public interest and security are not, 
as with us, sacrificed to encourage the growth of corpora- 
tions—of partners not individually liable for their debts, 
and not responsible to the country for their management. 


Her banks are essentially the guardians of the poor, as well 
It is to these circumstances we 
may chiefly ascribe the rapid growth of Scotland, notwith- 
standing her disadvantages of soil and climate, and with- 
out the appendage of an impoverished laboring population, 
as in England and Ireland. It is wholly immaterial to 
Scotland what may be the character of her circulation. She 


| as the regulators of trade. 


man in this **bank note age” can expect more than to | England intervenes and sustains the shock. Like our 
reform the abuses of the system. But before they so | country banks, theirs have little vse for specie ; and, like 


them, they have their 


tion for the credit and contracts of a nation. 


abuse of credit. 


But it was in England that the gentleman saw “the grati 


is an interior province; exchanges do not press upon her ; 


**specie fund” in es centre of cir- 


population has escape d some of the consequences of this 


they were prior to 1826, both in their characters and their 
results. ‘The one was a system of despotism, the other of 
liberty. The one filled the country with pauperism, the 
other kept labor steadily employed, and, with parental 
| guardianship, hoarded the smal! accumulations of the poor. 


est work of civilized life in any part of the world’”—the 
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splendid result of her credit and banking system. Sir, 
while the classical and intellectual gentleman from South 
Carolina was admiring the Corinthian granduer of this 
proud fabric of the credit system, in the ecstacy of his ad- 
miration, he forgot that he was standing on a vast ruin of 
violated rights; lost in his sublime contemplations, he 
heard not ‘the accents of despair,” nor the wailings of 
poverty, uttered by millions who had fullen victims to the 
credit system of England. He had not probably examined 
the poor man’s record. He could not persuade himself to 
believe that, amidst all this bustle, life, and splendor, all 
this wealth and grandeur, he was in a nation of paupers. 
IIe could see it all in his travels through impoverished 
France with her metallic currency, but not in England 
with her credit and banking system. Well, sir, here is 
that record of its results, which escaped the gentleman’s 
observation. Two millions four hundred and ninety-three 
thousand four hundred and twenty three families ‘‘ receiv- 
ing relief not included in the returns fer this year.” But 
it is added in this work, published by the London Statisti 
cal Society, ‘judging from the results bere exhibited, the 
paupers form the greatest portion of the whole population.” 
Such, Mr. Chairman, is the foundation upon which rests 
this ** grandest work of civilized life,” this triumphant evi- 
dence of the blessings of the English banking and credit 
system. 
(Mr. Leeane inquired the date of the work. ] 


The work was published in 1827; the statistical table of 


pauperisin is for the year 1821-’22. [Mr. L. added that 
there was a change since then.] The poor laws are re- 
formed, it is true; but was not capital emancipated from 
the dominion of the Bank of England in 1826? was not 
banking, for the first time, set free in the great commercial 
and manufacturing districts? Sir, I have travelled a little, 
too. I have contemplated with delight the rich treasures 
of the Louvre and of the Vatican; the sublime Doric and 
the proud Corinthian ; but it was in the beautiful valleys 
of France and Germany—on the Rhine and on the Elbe— 
it was amidst the mountains of Switzerland and Wales 
that I saw, without regard to questions of currency, or 
even forms of government, sound morality and personal 
comfort ; it was these scenes that reminded me of our west- 
ern paradise. And, sir, I could but regret that the tenants 
of those mountains and valleys were governed by that con- 
centrated power of associated wealth which rules Govern- 
ments, controls monarchs, and regulates the destiny of 
every nation in Europe. 

Mr. Chairman, 


we have a great constitutional duty to 
discharge. 


We have to regulate the coinage, and by re- 
quiring the collection of our revenue in a common medium, 
to secure equal taxation to the Stites of this confederacy, 
and to preserve for the whole people a measure of value of 
ancient origin, for labor, property, and contracts. In dis- 
charging this duty, we have not only to encounter the 
vices of our complicated mena systems, but also a revo- 
lution which has been going on more than a century, and 
one which threatens in i end to substitute a mere ex- 
change of credits for the ancient standard of nations. It 
commenced with the charter of the Bank of England, in 
1694. This substitute first appeared in the form of notes 
of twenty pounds; in 1759 it was reduced to ten pounds; 
in 1793 to five pounds; and in 1797 the bank suspended 
specie pay nents, and commenced issuing one and two 
pound notes. After a fatal experiment of five and twenty 
years—fatal to the morals and welfare of the people, how- 
ever necessary it may have been to Government—the bank 
resumed specie payments in 1822. The currency was re 
formed, and all notes under five pounds (about equal to 
twenty five dollars) were prohibited in England and Wales, 
This was not, however, the most material reform. 

The restriction on banking, which had been imposed in 
1708 to protect the monopuly of the Bank of England, 
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was saieied in 1826. For one hundred and eighteen 
years no association could be formed for banking purposes 
with more than six partners. Under this system, the 
trade and currency of England were perivdically convulsed, 
The great regulator of banking in that country, by its own 
alarms and powerful efforts to save itself, brought down 
country banks by the hundred in every revulsion, pros- 
trated trade, and threw millions of the laboring population 
out of employment. The violent revulsion of 1825 brovelit 
about the reform of 1826; and ‘* with the consent” of the 
Bank of England, ber monopoly was partially relinquished, 
and the great commercial and manufacturing districts were 
permitted, like Scotland, to form as many banks as they 
pleased. England has escaped some of the violence of 
the recent revulsion. Her banks have not suspended 
specie payments. ‘The Bank of England was not saved, 
as in 1825, by an accidental discovery of one pound notes! 
It was not because there had not been overtrading in 
England ; far otherwise. There never was a period when 


| there was more extensive speculation in every branch of 


| extended in every quarter of the globe. 


trade, and when her capital and credit were more widely 
How has it hap- 
pened, then, that she did not suffer asin 18257? Because 
the revulsion in that year broke down the monopoly of the 
Bank of England; because capital, freed from its domin- 
ion, flowed with astonishing rapidity into that branch ol 
trade, and was ready to meet the sudden and large addi- 
tion which speculation had made to the mass of comme: 
cial credits. Some of these associations, it is true, were 
embarrassed by the revulsion; the wonder is that more 
were not brought down by it. They were all of recent 
origin; and this trade had been effectually prohibited for 
more than acentury. ‘These were not the only reforms. 
That remnant of barbarism, the usury law, was also in 
effect repealed, by exempting all bills having not more 
than ninety days to run from their operation; and this has 
been subsequently extended. The rate of interest, si!, 1s 
the safety-valve of credit. It should be permitted to rise 
and fall with the pressure upon the money market. In 
this country we have locked it down, and doubly prohibit. 
ed the free use of capital. The inevitable consequence ts 
periodical explosions. But with all these reforms, 1t Is 
still the policy of England to substitute credit for a metal- 
lic measure of value. ‘That credit, it is true, is not so 
Vitiated as it was; but by making Bank of England notes 
a lawful tender, and by authorizing the joint-stock asso- 
ciations to issue their notes, redeemable in these notes, 
they have laid the foundation for revulsions in trade, 
which are not yet developed. These associations had not 
been long enough in existence to show to what amount 
they could increase their circulations, though long enough 
to prove how rapidly they could increase them. While 
the use of credit founded upon property should enjoy ab 
solute freedom, the abuse of credit, by issuing that which 
is founded upon credit, should never be encouraged by 
Government. 

The most powerful antagonist, however, of a uniform 
measure of value is our own banking system, unquestivn- 
ably the worst in the world. If we had no other motive, 
we should be compelled to collect our revenue in a metallic 
currency, in order to preserve something in the country «s 
a standard of value. We have six and twenty Legis 
tures and two Territorial councils steadily at work enacting 
laws to banish specie from circulation. The present crisis, 
no doubt, must produce reform ; but it cannot be expected 
to be immediate or general, so long us our laws are mace 
by those « ho entertain hostile principles of Gcvernment, 
especially on this question of currency. It is true, there 
is acommon conviction that our banking system is bad, 
and that our local circulations require reform; but when 
will that ever be effected, if we surrender up our constitu- 
tional standard? If we do not lay the foundation her , 
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our banking system will never be reformed. It is impos- 
sible to imagine a system more discordant, and more em- 


barrassing to trade, than the system of the United States ag | 
a whole. Capital is not at liberty to flow into this branch | 
of trade asin England and Scotland. Government must 


regulate the quantity in each State. Our State Govern- 


ments might with equal propriety and wisdom regulate the | 


quantity of capital in every other branch of trade. And 
what is the consequence of this legislative interference with 
banking? Why, sir, two of our cities have each more 
banking capital than the State of New York, with her hun- 
dred cities and towns, and with more than two millions of 
population. ‘The commercial emporium of the Univn, the 
centre of circulation, the point upon which the whole fabric 
of commercial credit, internal and external, presses at every 
revulsion, is permitted to employ, in this branch of trade, 
some twenty millions—about one-third the banking capital 
of a neighboring city. Such legislation is as absurd as it 
isunequal. Itis calculated to unregulate trade and embar- 
rass the banks, 

Banking, legitimate banking, is a trade, and should be 
as free as all other trades. Let it regulate the quantity of 
capital, and this branch will keep pace with all others ; it 
will increase with the increase of commercial credits, and 
with the growth of trade. As the de:mand increases so will 
the supply ; and no portion of the capital of the country 
will be unemployed. This is the secret of the success of 
the Scotch banking system, which is weakened, and not 
strengthened, by her small note circulation. 

Currency, sir, is not a trade. Governments will be 
called upon to decide whether an attribute of sovereignty 
shall be exercised by trading companies, and, if so, to what 
extent. They must determine whether such companies 
are to be permitted to furnish the world with their credit as 
a substitute for a metallic standard, with liberty to increase 
and diminish it at pleasure; for that is the result which 
scems approaching. The great question to be determined 
is, are trading associations to be authorized to issue a 
species of State credit, and to collect a revenue, now 
amounting to six or seven millions annually, and constantly 
increasing, and to indemnify an abused community by pro- 
ducing periodical bankruptcy, poverty, and want? The 
gentleman from Seuth Carolina knows that almost all the 

distinguished authorities are against his ‘* credit system.” 

It is a conceded point, that the regulation of the quan- 
tity of currency which is the measure of value ought not 
to be entrusted to those whose profits are increased by 
abusing the trust. You might as well at once surrender 
to these corporations the power to regulate the value of our 
coin, and let them adulterate it, or arbitrarily raise its 
nominal value at their pleasure, as monarchs formerly did, 


to the ruin of their people. Upon what ground is it that | 


Governments have been induced to give their aid in substi- 
tuting the paper of trading companies for the current coin 


circulation and a deficiency of the precious metals. The 
former is admitted, the latter | deny ; and on neither ground 
can these issues be defended. Sir, there has been no age 
of the world when it was so abundantly supplied with cir- 
culation, independent of all the small notes (I mean under 
fifty or one hundred dollars) in Europe and America. 
How is it with the precious metals? In the work referred 


to by the gentleman from South Carolina, the quantity of 


money in the Augustan age is estimated at less than two 
thousand millions, Why, sir, since 1492, we have drawn 
from the American mines alone, more than six thousand 
millions of dollars, and the aggregate of coin, bullion, and 
plate in the world, is estimated at from seven to -ten thou- 
sand millions. The quantity of specie might have been an 
object of solicitude in earlier ages; but of what conse- 
quence is it now, when, for all its great offices, we have 
discovered other substitutes? We have discovered a mine 
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richer than all the mines of Mexico or Peru—the human 
mind. We have drawn from that inexhaustible mine, 
countless millions of substitutes for specie, in the form of 
public debts, bank stocks, and stocks of every kind ; of bills 
of exchange, notes of hand, bank drafts, and bank checks. 
These are our circulations which give velocity totrade. It 
is these, amounting to thousands of millions, which have 
accelerated the growth of wealth among nations, and not 
the cuntemptible amount of your smail note circulations in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and America. In the present age, 
trade provides its own substitutes for specie, in adjusting 
balances not only between States and nations, but between 
individuals, and without the agency of bank notes. Specie 
is only wanted to adjust balances between nations when 
credit is suddenly destroyed. It is, however, wanted in 
every country as a standard for local circulation, and to 
sustain the increasing amount of commercial credit. The 
value of property is sufficiently affected by credit founded 
upon credit, in the form of bills of exchange, without ex- 
tending this abuse of credit in the form of currency. The 
former we cannot reach by legislation, and we have no 
right to do so if we could, however injurious its operation 
is upon trade. ‘The latter interferes with the currency es- 
tablished by the constitution, and we should adopt every 
measure that we cai to prevent it from destroying our 
standard altogether. 

This revolution may be accomplished. The precious 


‘metals may eventually be banished from the circulations 


of the world, and we may have no other standard than 
bank notes. I admit, sir, that, as a mere question of trade, 
it would accelerate the accur ~'ation of wealth, and the 
growth of our.cities. But what are the sacrifices attending 
such a system? Do you not lay the foundation of your 
cities on the ruin of your population? Sir, while we 
sacrifice the poor, we transfer political power from the agri- 
cultural and laboring classes of society to those thousand 
corporations which seem tu have been, from the beginning 
of our free Governments, the only interests wortby, in the 
estimation of our American legislators, to be exclusively 


| cherished, protected, and patronised. Sir, go on with 


your credit and banking systems ; banish the precious 
metals ; establish your paper standard, and let the value of 
property and the price of labor float upon its agitated sur- 
face; let them rise with its expansions and fail with its 
contractions; and then, sir, gentlemen may anticipate 
every five years the return of the “ awful winters” referred 
to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. One of them is 
now approaching—an awful winter indeed for the poor ; 
thousands will be struck down by poverty and want. Sir, 
I do not ask gentlemen for their charity. I make no ap- 
peals to their humanity, but in the name of Him who made 
us all, I entreat them to spare them their taunts—do not 
stigmatize theni—let these poor laborers die in peace and 


| of famine, in a land overflowing with the richest abun- 
of the world? An increasing demand for a medium of | 


dance. Pardon these victims of your policy, should they in 
their last hour pray that their country might be delivered 
from your calamitous **‘ credit system.” 

Mr. Chairman, upon the firmness and integrity of the 
people of this country, at the present crisis, depend the 
condition of our society and the character of our Govern- 
ment. Itis evidently a struggle for power by some of the 
corporations of this country, but I trust not all of them. It 
is a great issue ; for every thing moral, social, and political 
is at stake. On such an occasion, gentlemen may well 
discard their prejudices—republicans have been separated 
on party grounds, but not on prince iple—they may readily 
unite when a question arises involving the welfare of the 
people, and the very existence of free Government. In a 


| cause so just we have little to fear, and every thing t 


I cannot believe that in the approaching c¢ 
lose one sincere friend of thi 


1 think, prematurely decided 


iiministration. 


upon the mea 
i 
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posed ; they have denounced it without proper examination. 
I am sure no sound republican can, upon deliberation, be 
ultimately found against it; while, sir, un the other hand, 
the proposition to separate bank and State must rally and 
unite the democracy of this country, by whatever ques- 
- . $ “ " . 
tions they may have been hitherto divided. ‘They will 
never consent that the Treasury of the United States shall 


be controlled by the stock exchange of Wall street, or of 


the Royal Exchange ; that the public revenue shall be again 
made instrumental in augmenting the disasters of the coun- 
try ; and that the Government shall be periodically embar- 
rassed for want of means, by entrusting its funds to insti- 
tutions whose fate depends upon the slightest counter inove- 
ment in any part of the commercial system of the world. 
Nor, sir, can I believe that any sound republican is pre- 
pared to substitute the credit of our corporations for the 
common medium and common standard of the world. 
No, sir; on these questions the democracy wi!l be found 
united, as they always have heen whenever the honor or 
the interests of their country were invelved, as they are at 
the present crisis. Let not gentlemen deceive themselves; 
their victories always come with our calamities, and dis- 
appear with returning prosperity. ‘The concentrated power 
upon which they depend cannot yet regulate the succession 
to the Presidencv. 

Sir, [ have detained the committee too long. 
lenge gentlemen to the vote. Let the gentleman from 
Seuth Carolina declaim over his ‘* iron money and black 
broth ;” let gentlemen denounce the measure as an expe- 
dient or an experiment; let them call it a sub-Treasury 
scheme, or by what name they please; but let them afford 
us an opportunity to test its advantages to trade, to banks, 

the ‘Treasury and the countr y. We fear not the results of 
the experiment. 

{After Mr. Camnretenc had concluded, Mr. Wiss 
obtained the floor, but yielded it to Mr. Horrman, who 
replied te some personal reflections of his colleague in 
such a manner as to excite universal attention and admira- 
tion. } 

Mr. WISE having again obtained the floor, at about 
half past 7 o'clock p. m., he said: After the rich treat 
which we have just enjoyed, I can hardly hope to be lis- 
tened to. J have much to say, far too much to be said at 
once. Did I not know that it was the wish on all sides 
for the committee to rise this night and report the bill, I 
would net proceed now; and had IT not at the last session 
reviewed the last message ef the ‘* Greatest and Best,” and 
did T not feel it to be a more imperative duty to review 
the first message of his protegé and successor, I would 
not proceed at all. But, sir, a duty rests upon my shoul- 
ders which most gentlemen seem to shun, and I shall dis- 
charge it, though the debate has exhausted this subject, 
and exhausted still more our time and our patience. I 
mean the duty of complaining: I rise to murmur and te 


We chal- 





itleman fiom South Carolina [Mr. Leeanr] ex- 
is not to disturb our tempers by tracing the causes 
lis we endure to their authers—it could lead to no- 
bet crimination and recrimination; he begged us 
to study out the remedy and to apply it to our mala- 
I shall not follew the gentleman’s recommendation. 
well suit the powers that be, who have always 
een claiming for their 





adininistration the high- 

est praise of prosperity and infallibility, now that they have 
| I ’ 

country to distress, and the Gove rment to 


bankruptcy, to cry fora 


reduced the 
8} irit of concilation 
but, as for me, | compromise not, I conciliate not with 
public pluaderers, and I spare not those who have wilfully 
and deli erately misgoverned iny country, and who have 
basely and corruptly rioted in her distresses and her wrongs. 

t Let them answer me. 


they vared any Uuog worth preserving Sir, ] belicv 


Whom have the 
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that the only true remedy is to trace the evils of the present 
times to their real authors, and to hold these authors re- 
sponsible to a just, though it be a severe judgment. Ny, 
virtue should be so severe, so austere as patriotism; it 
should be no respecter of persons, excuse no man or sct of 
men, for bringing ruin on a country rich im every nm nt 
of wealth; and it should visit, with the most condig 
punishment, that man or set of men who has usurped and 
perverted power for the basest and worst purposes of 1 
ducing that country, once the freest in the world, to sla 
very as well as beggary. There is no remedy so wholesom: 
as that of convicting these spoilers, and taking from them 
the power to do further mischief. 

Sir, whilst the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr 
Lreare] was abroad in Europe studying the condition and 
the policy of foreign countries, it was my lot to remain at 
home, and for the last four years to mark the policy, to 
study the mctives, and watch the march of our own fed: 
ral Government. Let me tell that gentleman that ow 
federal Executive has, almost within that period of time, 
changed the form of our Government from a represent 
tive federal republic, to that of an elective monarchy- 


| an elective monarchy, with the power of ahuetate contro} 


and charity ; | 


over legislation, and ‘of perpetuating a succession! I con 
gratulate this House and the nation that the gentleman 
has returned to his country in time to strike for her a bloy 
with his strong arm against this nefarious measure, calcu 
lated for no other design than that of strengthening th: 
cords of Executive power, and of riveting forever th 
chains which have been forged for us for the last fi 
year; and I only regret that he was not here before to war 
side by side with me and others who have been laboring 
in vain to ward off the catastrophe which has befallen, and 
the crisis which now threatens the country and its institu 
tions. If he had been here to watch the conduct and mo- 
tives of our rulers, as I have been, he would be as ready 
as I ain to arraign the conduct and impugn the motives of 
the real authors of this monstrous change in the form of 
our Government and in the condition of our affairs. Sir, 
I repeat that I rise for no other object than to criminat 
the conduct and the motives of the preceding and the pr 
sent administrations. ‘They have deliberately and wick 
edly, with malice aforethought, wrought this mischief, and 
a bill of indictment should be laid against them before the 
grand jury of the nation—the people! I appeal to th: 
and, sir, I propose to show the guilt of the culprits out o! 
their own mouths. 

Sir, contrast ‘*the last annual message” with the first 
semi-annual message to this extraordinary distress session ! 
‘ Alas, fr m what high hope, to what relay 

“ nlook’d for are we fallen ! 

In the very first paragraph of this extraordinary messag 
we have tue precious confession that—the experiment has 
failed! failed! Ay, failed! Is it possible? Can this thi 
be sot Ay, failed! The great chief, the Greatest and I’ 
—he under whom it was glory enough to have served—was 
altogether such as we are, aman! He was not, as it was 
thought, a god! He was but a poor weak mortal; his 
wisdom was fallible! This our Cesar did feed on = it as 
other men! Sir, this one truth is every thing—that Jack 
aon was a fallit ble man; that he was not endowed wit 
virtue, all wisdom, and not entitled to all conhdence 
trust; this dissolves the charm; and from this one truth 
admitted alone, I augur better times to come. I breathe, | 
hope! Now, sir, will the people heed a warning, reason 
for them:elves, act for themselves? Sir, I do not mean 
declaim, I came here this night to reason with the peopl 
I mean, God willing, to bring in review before them t! 
collected wisdom of General Jackson’s administration upon 
this same experiment; the messages, the reports, the e 
says, the speeches, documents, arguments, proofs, which 


reiterated, t 


7 


were written, adduced, made, read, and 
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tablish the length and the breadth, the height and the depth 
of this same grand, safe, and sure experiment which now 
lies like love bleeding! Could any system, any wise plan 
of finance and currency be more strongly, more earnestly, 
more confidently recommended and urged than was this 
same experiment! Let us see; to the proofs. [Here Mr. 
Wise raised many large volumes of Executive documents 
and reports of committees, &c.] Here! here they are, pile 
upon pile—mountain high, if you choose ; if these are not 
enough, I can touch that dome with Pelion upon Ossa, and 
Ossa upon Olympus, of multiplied proofs against you, 

(turning to Mr. Campnrecenc.) Shalll read them? [Here 
Mr. Campretene begged for God’s sake that he would 
not.] I know they are gall and wormwood to you now, 
but you must take a portion of the bitter draught, though 
I do not intend to minister to you the dregs. You must 
endure a portion. Sir, I omit the President’s celebrated 
cabinet paper read in 1833, upon the removal of the de- 
posites. I omit the reports and papers of honest Iago, 

Amos, the agent, to the President in 1833, upon the expe- 

diency and policy, the wisdom and virtue, of removing the 
deposites from the monster, and placing them in certain 
local banks. I cite only the Congressional documents. 
(See Executive documents, 1833-’34, p. 12.) 

In the President’s message of December, 1833, he (Jack- 
son) told us: ‘TI entirely concur in the view he” (the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury) ‘‘ has taken of the subject ;” (the 
removal of the deposites.) What was the view he took ? 
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury, (Mr. Taney, ) 
in 1833, says 

** The State banks can, I have no doubt, furnish a gen- 
eral circulating medium, quite as uniform in value as that 
which has been afforded by the Bank of the United States. 
Probably more so.” * * ‘** Buta currency founded on 
the notes of State banks could not be suddenly substituted 
for that heretofore furnished by the Bank of the United 
States, and take the place of it, at the same moment, in 
every part of the Union. It is essential that the change 
should be gradual, and sufficient time should be allowed to 
suffer it to make its way by the ordinary operations of com- 

merce, without requiring a hasty and violent effort.” 

This view was supported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means in the House of Representatives, the chairman 
then [Mr. Pork] the present Speaker. The report of that 
cor nmitt ee in 1833~-’34 upon the removal of the deposites, 
says 

‘*The question then arises whether the State banks 
should be continued as the fiscal agents of the Govern- 
ment. ‘The committee are satisfied that the State banks 
are fully competent to perform all the services which the 
general Government ought to requiie, in the collection 
and disbursement of the revenue, and to afford all the fa- 
cililies to the internal commerce and exchanges of the 
country which have been derived from the Bank of the 
United States. 

‘* The opinion has already been expressed that the State 
banks are competent to perform all the duties which the 
Government or the public convenience may require; and 
there are many circumstances which strongly recommend 
them to a preference over a bank of the United States. 
No one of them can exercise a general control over all the 
others, and expand or contract the whole currency of the 
country at its pleasure, to favor the private speculations of 
individuals, or to increase its own profits. And they can 
never combine together for political objects, nor hope to 


gain possession of the Government and control its opera- 
tions.”’ 


‘* The State banks are now fir mly interwoven with the 
institutions of our country, and it would be unjust, and 


contrary to the spirit of our institutions, for Congress to 


sustain a great moneyed power to overawe and oppress 
them, and bring ruin upon 


Vor. XIV.—102 


multitudes of our citizens, 
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| whenever cupidity or ambition shall tempt them to exer- 
cise their power.” 

‘*If it should be urged, as an objection to the State banks, 
that they cannot afford a general currency, the 


answer is 
obvious. 


If it were deemed necessary to create a paper 
currency, possessing equal credit with that of the present 
Bank of the United States, the object can as well be ac- 
complished with the State banks as with the Bank of the 
United States.” . ° > . 

‘With these views, the committee are of opinion that 
the State banks ought to be continued as the depositories 
of the money of the United States,” &c. 

The same committee, on the 22d of April, 1834, report- 
ed a letter, dated April 15th, 1834, from Mr. Taney, upon 
the mode of selecting the deposite banks, in which he says : 

«Tt will be seen, from this statement, that it is no part 
of the proposed plan to dispense with the State banks. It 
is obviously not in the power of Congress (if it desired to 
do so) to take measures for that purpose without an amend- 
ment to the constitution. And the States would not and 
ought not to surrender the power of chartering banking 
companies. The State banks are now so numerous, and 
are so intimately connected with our habits and pursuits, 
that it is impossible to suppose that the system can ever be 
entirely abandoned. Nor is it desirable that it should be. 
They are often abused, like all other human institutions ; 
yet their advantages are many, and under proper regule 
tions, and with the metallic basis now proposed for tt heir 
paper issues, they will be found of much public advantage.” 

President Jackson, in his message to Congress, Decem- 
ber, 1834, speaking of the United States Bank, says: 

sé Happily it is already illustrated that the agency of 
such an institution is not necessary to the fiscal operations of 
the Government. The State banks are found fully adequate 
to the performance of all services which were required of 
the Bank of the United States, quite as promptly, and 
with the same cheapness. They have maintained them- 
selves and discharged all these cuties, while the Bank of 
the United States was still powerful, and in the field as an 
open enemy; and it is not possible to conceive that they 
will find greater difficulties in their operations when that 
enemy shall cease to exist.” 

President Jackson, in his message to Congress, Decem- 
ber, 1835, says: 

‘© We are now to see whether, in the present favorable 
condition of the country, we cannot take an effectual stand 
against this spirit of monopoly, and practically prove, in 
respect to the currency as well as other important interests, 
that there is no necessity for so extensive a resort to it as 


that which has been heretofore practised. The experience 


| of another year has confirmed the utter fallacy of the idea 


, agent for the Government. 


that the Bank of the United States was necessary as a fiscal 


Without its aid as such, in- 


| deed in despite of all the embarrassment it was in its pow- 
| er to create, the revenue has been paid with punctuality by 


domestic, has been conducted with convenience ; 


use of the 8 


| the Bank of the 
| lic favor were imaginary and groundless, it cannot 
| doubted that the experience of the 


our citizens; the business of exchange, both foreign and 


and the 


By the 
state banks, it is ascertained that the moneys of 


the United States can be collected and disbursed without 
loss or inconvenience, and that all the wants of the com- 
munity, in relation to exchange and currency, are supplied 
as well as they have ever been before. If, under circumstan- 
ces the most unfavorable to the steadiness of the money 
market, it has been found that the considerations on which 
United States rested its claims to the pub- 


circulating medium has been greatly improved. 


hn 
future will be more de- 
It has been seen that, without the 
agency of a great moneyed monopoly, the revenue can be 
collected, and convenie ntly and safely appl lied to all the 
purposes of the public expenditure. It is also ascertained 


cisive against them. 


ul ANE ST 
eee 


eect eee Ae ne ae 








y 


1635 GAL 


H. or R.j 


that, instead of being necessarily made to promote the evils 
of an unchecked paper system, the management of the 
revenue can be made auxiliary to the retorm which the 
Legislatures of several of the States have already com- 
menced in regard to the suppression of small bills; and 
which has only to be fostered by proper regulations, on the 
part of Congress, to secure a practical return, to the extent 
required for the security of the currency, to the constitu- 
tional medium. Severed from the Government as political 
engines, and not susceptible of dangerous extension and 
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| 


combination, the State banks will not be tempted, nor will | 


they have the power which we have seen exercised, to di- 
vert the public funds from the legitimate purposes of the 
Government. 


The collection and custody of the revenue | 


being, on the contrary, a source of credit to them, will in- | 


crease the security which the States provide for a faithful 
execution of their trusts, by multiplying the scrutinies to 
which their operations and accounts will be subjected. 
Thus disposed, as well from interest as the obligations of 
their charters, it cannot be doubted that such conditions as 
Congress may see fit to adopt respecting the deposites in 
these institutions, with a view to the gradual disuse of the 
small bills, will be cheerfully complied with; and we soon 
shall gain, in place of the Bank of the United States, a 
practical reform in the whoje paper system of the country. 
If, by this policy, we can ultimately witness the suppres- 
sion of all bank bills below twenty dollars, it is apparent 
that gold and silver will take their place, and become the 
principal circulating medium in the common business of 
the farmers and mechanics of the country. The attain- 
ment of such a result will form an era in the history of our 
country, which will be dwelt upon with delight by every 
true friend of its liberty and independence. It will lighten 
the great tax which our paper system has so long collected 


petuate those habits of economy and simplicity which are 
so congenial to the character of republicans, than all the 
legislation which has yet been attempted.” 

Mr. Woodbury’s report, of the same date, tells us— 

‘This Department takes pleasure in stating that the 
public money continues to be collected and deposited, un- 
der the present system of selected banks, with great ease 
and economy in all cases, and with greater in some than at 
any former period. The transfers of it to every quarter of 
the country where it is needed for disbursement, have never 
been effected with more promptitude, and have been entire- 
ly free of expense to the Treasury. The payments to 
creditors, officers, and pensioners, have been punctual and 
convenient; and the whole fiscal operations through the 
State banks have, as yet, proved highly satisfactory. In- 
cidental to this, the facilities that have been furnished to 
the commercial community in domestic exchanges were 
probably never greater, or at so moderate rates.” 

Again, he says: 

“¢Tt will be scen that the situation of the selected banks, 
as a whole, bears an enviable comparison with the rest. In 
ull cases deemed proper, they have given collateral securi- 
ty, and all are believed to be entirely safe, to the extent 
they have been confided in. ‘Their discounts have been in 
general somewhat increased, but, though tempted by the 
enterprising spirit of the times, not usually increased in a 
degree disproportioned to all their available means. ‘They 
have also, in some cases, been able to aid, and have liber- 
ally aided, other banking institutions in their neighborhood, 
by as large and long balances and other indulgences as 
would generally appear to have been sanctioned by correct 
principles.” 

Now, sir, ‘* the enterprising spirit of the times” is called 
by the hard name of ‘* improvident speculation’’— ‘* over- 
action !” 

In **the last annual message,’’ December, 1836, the 
Greatest and Best still continued to say 
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‘* Experience continues to realize the expectations en- 
tertained as to the capacity of the State banks to perform 
the duties of fiscal agents for the Government, at the time 
of the removal of the deposites. It was alleged by the ad- 
vocates of the Bank of the United States that the State 
banks, whatever might be the regulations of the Treasury 
Department, could not make the transfers required by the 
Government, or negotiate the domestic exchanges of ihe 
country. It is now well ascertained that the real domestic 
exchanges, performed through discounts, by the United 
States Bank and its twenty-five branches, were st least 
one-third less than those of the deposite banks for an equal 
period of time; and if a comparison be instituted between 
the amounts of service rendered by these institutions, on 
the broader basis which has been used by the advocates of 
the United States Bank, in estimating what they consider 
the domestic exchanges transacted by it, the result will be 


| still more favorable to the deposite banks.” 


After instituting this comparison, the message proceeds : 
‘*In the same. manner have nearly all the predictions 
turned out in respect to the effect of the removal of the de- 
posites—a step unquestionably necessary to prevent the 
evils which it was foreseen the bank itself would endeavor 


to create in a final struggle to procure a renewal of its 


charter. It may be thus too, in some degree, with the 
further steps which may be taken to prevent the excessive 
issue of other bank paper,” &c. 

Sir, it is unnecessary to quote further. I will not quotc 
from Mr. Woodbury's testimony before the investigating 


| committee of which my colleague [Mr. Gartanp] was 


chiirman. I will not cite passages from the valedictory— 
the miserable imitation of Washington’s farewell address. 


| I will not stop to show a continuous recommendation, in- 


| cessant, labored, from the removal of the public deposites, 
from the earnings of labor, and do more to revive and per- | 


in 1833, up to the 4th of March, 1837, the very day when 


| this system of deposite in the local banks sunk never more 
| to rise; but I only ask of you and all men to contrast what 


I have quoted, to compare all this with the letter of the 


| immortal, infallible ex-President, during this summer, de- 


| was wholly and solely in the contro! of the Executive. 


nouncing the pet bank system as the most base and perfid- 
ious, and with the successor’s present message, confessing 
that the experiment has failed! And then tell me whether 
these men of Gotham are again to be trusted in their re- 
commendation of another experiment! Did not the failure 
touch their very noses before they discovered it? If so, 
they were—I will not mince terms—fools! Did they fore- 
see the failure? Where is the warning they gave’ Where 
is the measure they took for safety? If they did foresee 
it, and, foreseeing it, gave no alarm, took no measures ol 
safety, they are—knaves! ‘hey are, undoubtedly, both 
knaves and fools ! 

But the experiment has failed. Why ? is the next ques- 
tion. Sir, why should this experiment have failed! It 
It 
it has failed, the Executive wholly and solely is to blame. 
They can offer no excuse; they have no pretext that their 
favorite bantling has expired under the unkind nursing of 
its enemies. The administration assumed the entire re- 
sponsivility, took upon itself the sole care, and wielded the 
whole power of originating, maturing, regulating, and car- 
trying out its own experiment. No minority can be blamed. 
We were in a minority, and too weak even to throw a 
stumbling-block im the way of its success; all that we 
could do was to predict its failure, and wofully bas the pre- 
diction been fulfilled! The President alone removed the 
deposites ; he placed them wherever he pleased, on bis own 
terms, and under his own rules. For more than three 
years did the public money remain in the custody and con- 
trol of the Executive hands, without authority of or regula- 
tion by law. Congress was so yielding and obedient that 
it left its legitimate powers derelict to Executive assump- 
tion. The President, without restraint or limit, ordered 
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the receipts, safe-keeping, and disbursements of the public 
funds at will; he took upon himself to organize a confed- 
eration of local banks, obliged his pets to raise the mini- 
mum denomination of their notes, endeavored to force them 
to cpnstitute among themselves a system of internal ex- 
change, backed them with Government credit to accom- 
modate trade, regulated their receipts of Jocal bank paper ; 
he issued the ‘Treasury circular to remove the specie basis 
of circulation; in short, was master of his own system. 

Why did it fail ? 

Sir, there is one remarkable fact in the history of this 
failure, which should not escape our attention, and which 
should be especially noted for our warning and our instruc- 
tion. The deposite act was passed by Congress in Jane, 
1836, and the very first report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury thereafter for the first time gave notice of difficul- 
ties in our finances, From the removal in 1833 up to 
that time, the time when Congress had again asserted its 
power to regulate and control the deposite and safe-keep- 
ing of the public money, the note of the night watch was, 
all is well! the system works well, efficiently and safely, 
even more so than did the Bank of the United States. 
But the moment that Congress again assumed its powers, 
the note was changed, though darkly and dubiously. No 
one would have apprehended, or did apprehend, certain 
passages of the Secretary's report, in December, 1836, as 
they must be understood now. ‘The report of Mr. Wood- 
bury, December, 1836, says: 

_ “The money in the Treasury has been safely kept du- 
ring the year 1836. Until July last, as during the two 
previous years, it was placed in the State banks, selected 
ace irding to the discretion of this Department, on account 
of their high standing and favorable position for fiscal pur- 
poses, and regulated in a manner considered most secure 
to the Treasury and convenient to the community, as well 
as useful to all concerned. It is a source of high gratifica- 
tion to be able to add, that, while so selected and employ- 
ed, not a single dollar was lost,” &c. * Noris it believed 
thit the domestic exchanges of the country were ever 


lower or more regular than during that period,” &c. ** But | 
| of contracts. 


since the passage of the act of Congress, of June 23d, 
18 36, ‘to regulate the deposites of the public money,” most 
of the discretionary power before exercised by this Depart- 
ment on this subject, under previous laws and long usages, 


has been considered as no longer possessed ; and various | 


solicitations to use it, though some of them were in cases 
of extreme hardship, could not, therefore, be complied with. 
Relieved from great responsibility, and in many eases from 
much delicacy, in the exercise of it, by the passage of that 
uct, a new system, in conformity with its provisions, and 
in place of the former one, was at once commenced by this 
Department, and has since been pursued with all the strict- 
ness and regularity which the nature of business, so exten- 
sive and complicated, would permit,” &c. 

How did the law create any embarrassment to the Sec- 
retary? There was a majority in both Houses of Con- 
gress; the Senate had been prostrated by the expunging 
blow, to make it pliant to the wishes of the Executive in 
the framing of this law as well as others; and the law of 
June, 1836, did no more than sanction the then existing 
state of finance, except to deposite the surplus with the 
States. Sir, the complaint, in plain English, was, that 
ongress was an incubus upon the Executive will. More- 
over, an excuse was wanting for foreseen disasters; here 
is proof, plain and positive, that the Secretary knew that 
the deposites were not to be safely kept for the year 1837! 
The law should not be the scape-goat. The Secretary was 
put under the law, but the law put every thing under him. 
Ihe administration carried out its experiment in its own 
way, had all the precautionary means of safety, and every 
Opportunity of foreseeing embarrassments in its own pow- 
er, and yet the pet banks were the first to auspend specie 





payments! The first bank selected after the passage of 
the act of June, 1836, was the first to fail, with more than 
a million of Government deposites on hand—the Agricul- 
tural Bank of Mississippi protested a Government draft of 
$130,000. The second was the Planters’ Bank of Mis- 
sissippi: the third was a Government bank in New York : 
the fourth also. In Philadelphia, the pets were the first to 
fail, and they were the first alsv in Virginia. The States 
favorable to the administration were the first and only 
States to legalize the suspension of specie payments, and 
to sanction by law an irredeemable paper currency. Ala- 
bama was the first State, and New York, Connecticut, 
Virginia, Michigan, Illinois, and Mississippi, followed suit. 
Such, sir, was the end of ‘*the better currency,” the 
swarm of yellow jackets, the flow of humbug metallic cur- 
rency, in suspension of specie payments, and in the in- 
ability of the Government to pay its just debts, in less than 
four years from the day the experiment began ! 

{Here Mr. Crarnorne, of Mississippi, interposed with 
these remarks : 

Mr. C. said, with the permission of the gentleman from 
Virginia, he would set him right as to an error into which 
he had no doubt been led by the current reports and news- 
papers of the day. No stay laws had been passed by the 
Legislature of Mississippi, nor had that body, by any act, 
sanctioned the suspension of specie payments by the banks. 
The Legislature was in special session when the suspension 
took place, but, as far as Mr. ©, was informed, it express- 
ed no opinion en the subject. Great distress and embar- 
rassinent prevailed in Mississippi; at that period, particu- 
larly, when the first shock was felt, property suddenly 
depreciated to less than half the value at which it had been 
quoted ; but this distress and depreciation had been greatly 
exaggerated abroad, and every press at the North seemed 
to take it for granted that relief laws would be passed. No 
such proposition was made in the Legislature; the public 
mind revolted from the idea; men whose property was un- 


| der execution, whose horses were levied on in the plough 
j > , 


and whose negroes were absolutely starving, were the first 
to insist on the supremacy of the law, and the inviolability 
This was emphatically the case in the sec- 
tion of country from which he came. The prospects in 
Mississippi were now brightening. Some of our hanks 
were adopting the most liberal and judicious measures to 
relieve the people and sustain themselves. The growing 
crop is very heavy, and will almost extinguish our foreign 
debt. An abundance of provisions for domestic consump- 
tion had been raised ; and our creditors every where may 
be assured that their dues will be paid to the last dollar. 
We beg not for indulgence, but it is to their interest to 
grant it to us. } 

Sir, as to Mississippi, I derived my information from the 
newspapers of the day. It may be wrong; I hope it is 
so; but, if wrong, it affects not the general conclusion 
from all the facts in the case, independent of the course of 
Mississippi. The question still remains to be answered 
by the administration, why has the experiment failed in its 
hands? 

This question, sir, brings us to the causes assigned by 
the President. The message says: ‘‘ The operations of 
credit are so diversified, and the influences which affect 
them so numerous, and often so subtle, that even impar- 
tial and well-informed persons are seldom found to agree 
in respect to them.” And vet, sir, though this subject 
of credit and the causes which affect it are so delicate and 
subtle, though a measure touching trade, and finance, and 
currency, and the main support of ali, credit tends nobody 
knows where, or to what; and though every safe and saga- 
cious statesman will ever be ruled and guided on this sub- 
ject by the light of experience, and the history of what has 
been tried in the past, the late and the present Executive 
have laid upon credit, finance, and currency, the rudest 
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wheel and > 
ances of trade, and have set the machine in motion at an 
unprecedented rate of velocity towards self-destruction— 
just to try experiments! If this subject be so delicate, why 
has it been so harshly tampered with by experimenters? 
The message continues : 

**It was hardly to be expected that those who disapproved 
of the policy of the Government in relation to the currency, 
would fail to attribute to that policy any extensive embar- 
rassment in the monetary affairs of the country. The mat- 
ter thus became connected with the passions and conflicts 
of party, &c. 
circumstances of this nature cannot prevent a community 
so intelligent as ours, from ultimately arriving at correct 
conclusions.” 

No, sir, party itself, with all its blindness of partiality 
and prejudice and passion, cannot so dupe any as to make 
them differ about the causes of the failure of this experi- 
ment. I venture to say that there is no difference of opin- 
ion among all men of this country on this subject. The 
President may, with much policy, assume this difference 
to exist, but it is unnatural to suppose for a moment that 
the **impartial and well-informed” 
that the ignorant and the bribed themselves do not distrust 
the real causes. No flattery of its intelligence can now 
cajole the community into the theory or belief of other 
cause than one, and that one cause, in one word, is—mis- 
government or mal-administration! The primary cause 
of all this mischief, the message tells us, 
What is that? ‘The message says, Ist. 
capital, circulation, loans, 
loans and debts. 3d 


Increase of bank 
and discounts. Foreign 
Domestic debts. 4th. Speculations 
in public lands, &c. 5th. Expenditures in improvident 
improvements. 6th. The diversion of labor from agricul- 
ture. 7th. Luxurious habits of the people. The message 
says: 

‘* However unwilling any of our citizens may heretofore 


€ 
aw. 


ments subsequently made, and the actual condition of other 
commercial countries, must dispel all remaining doubts 
upon the subject.” 

Now, sir, | affirm that there are no ** impartial and well- 
informed persons” who are unwilling ‘to assign to these 
very causes the chief instrumentality in producing the” 
evils of the present times. These are the causes, say IJ, 
say all. hese, united with other, and impelled by other 
causes, have produced the mischief. ‘The President admits 
that this overaction derived its first impulses from antece- 


dent causes. What were these antecedent causes? Here 
he leaves us in the dark. Sir, I will tell you. These 
antecedent causes were the acts of the Government. ‘* Sol- 


itary and alone,” ‘* the Government,” amidst the warnings 
of the wise, and the cheers of the wicked, who batten on 
the spoils, ‘* put all these balls in motion!” How did the 
Government impel these causes? Sir, a virtue ascribed to 
the Bank of the United States by its worst enemies was its 
salutary influence in checking the increase of bank capital, 
and the constant tendency of local banks to over-issue. In 
the year 1833 the war was openly commenced and declared 
against that institution. It was as certain to be destroyed 
by the President as Carthage by Rome. It was counted 
already as dead, as soon as the removal of the deposites 
was justified hy Congress. As long as it existed, 
no necessity for more banking capital ; it supplied the wants 
of trade amply, and did 
and of the people efficiently. 
of its defeat? 
says on that subject 

** At the commencement of the year 1834, the banking 
capita] of the United States, including that of the national 





What was the consequence 


It is, however, a cheering reflection that | 


have been to assign to these causes the chief instrumental- | 
ity in producing the present state of things, the develop- | 


there was | 


Sir, listen to what the President himself 
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hands of barbarism itself—have knocked down every fly- | 
egulator of either—have destroyed all the bal- | 
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bank then existing, amounted to about two hundred talllione : 
the bank notes then in circulation to about ninty-five mil- 
lions; and the loans and discounts of the banks to three 
hundred and twenty-four millions. Between that time and 
the Ist of January, 1836, our banking capital was increased 
to more than two hundred and fifty-one millions ; our paper 
circulation to more than one hundred and forty millions, 
and the loans and discounts to more than four hundred and 
fifty-seven millions.” 

Thus was the banking capital, in two years, increased 
more than fifty-one millions, paper circulation more than 
forty five millions, loans and discounts more than one hun- 
dred and thirty-three millions !—according to the President’s 
statement of the effect of destroying the only safety-valve 
we had to secure us from this fearful overaction. ‘This 
summary of the President does not vary essentially from 
others which I have seen. In the National Gazette of April 
8th, 1837, you will find the 2d number of the essays under 
the signature of An Examiner: numbers which | fail not 
to quote, because they are truly able and philosophical com- 
mentaries upon the political economy of the times. There 
it is stated that General Jackson’s war against the Bank of 


| the United States, and his removal of the deposites, had, 


can doubt or differ, or | 
| ary, 1830, and the Ist of January, 1837, produced the 


is—overaction ! | 





in the seven years which elapsed between the Ist cf Janu- 


following results : 

Ist. An augmentation in the number of banks from 320 
to 677—an increase of 357, besides 146-branches. 

2d. An augmentation in banking capital of the United 
States from $145,192,268 to $324,240,292—an increase 
of $179,000,000. 

3d. An expansion in the circulation of bank notes froin 
$61,323,898 to $185,762,506—an increase of paper money 
of upwards of $124,000,000. 

4th. An augmentation of amount of deposites, public 


| and private, from $55,559,928 to $154,541,894—an in- 
| crease of near $91,000,000 


5th. An extension of the amount of bank loans and dis- 
counts from $200,451,214 to $590,892,66l—an increase 
of upwards of $390, 060,000 ; asum only $12,000,000 less 
than the aggregate of the increased capitals, circulation and 
deposites. 

To test the question, whether the Bank of the United 
States tended to prevent an increase of banking capital, 
you have only to compare the increase of banking c: apa il 
in the periods when the bank did not exist with the periods 
during which it did exist. 

**'The aggregate capital of the banks in the United States 
was—- 

In 1811, - “ a - $52,600,000 


1815, . . a ‘ §2, 200,000 
1816, - = - - 89,800, 000 
1820, ‘a . * - 102,100,000 
1830, - - : - 110,000,000 
1835, - - 196,250, 000 


1836, (to the month st Anew, ) - 291,250,000 
‘*Thus, in ten years, from 1820 to 1830, the ine rease of 
bank capit: al in the United States was only eight millions 
of dollars ; whereas, in the six following years—no, notsix, 
but only five and a half—the increase amounted to the 
prodigious sum of one hundred and eighty-one millions!” 
Sir, this very increase of banking capital, issues, loans, 
and discounts, of which the President now complains 80 


|} much, was jenebd by ‘*the Government”—the Executive 


the business of the Government | 


itself—in warring upon and destroying the United States 
Bank ; and was encouraged by the Executive in stimula- 
ting the local banks with the pal lic deposites. It was a 
part of the experiment itself to increase the local bank cap- 
ital in order to supply the vacuum produced by the fall of 
the United States Bank. As soon as that institution ex- 
pired, competition in banking at once commenced. ‘The 
question among the States was, who shall now furnish 
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the circulating medium? And the question among the 
banks was, who shall acquire the Government patronage ? 
It had been urged vehemently, by the friends of the Uni- 
ted States Bank, that if the Government destroyed that in- 
stitation it would destroy the circulating medium, currency, 
aid exchange. Every effort was made by the Government 
to meet and answer that objection, by stimulating its pet 
banks with Government credit to perform all the functions 
and offices, commercial and financial, of the United States 
Bank. en proof of this, sir, I adduce the numerous and 
various circulars issued by the Treasury Department from 
1833 up to the moment when the bubble bursted in the 
spring of 1837. [Here Mr. Wise read the two circulars— 
of July 7th, 1834, and of February 22d, 1836. } 

The deposite banks were expressly told that while they 


had the ‘**use, without interest, of unusually large sums | 


of the public money, they should make some further tem- 
porary sacrifices to obtain and circulate gold, and in other 
respects to enlarge the specic basis of our ¢irculating me- 
dium ;” and-all this was with the view of the Department 
to improve the currency! ‘The banks were appealed to to 
establish a credit, mutual, if they chese, to redeem and re- 
issue a certain amount of each other’s bills, as they might 
be needed for circulation in travelling and the transmis- 
sion of funds at a distance. They were regularly notified, 
through their agent, Whitney, how long Government de- 
posites might remain in their vaults for them to trade, 
issue, loan, and discount upon. Sir, I adduce, as further 
and conclusive evidence, this message itself. (See page 11.) 


‘*The use by the banks, for their own benefit, of the | 


money deposited with them, has received the sanction of 


the Government from the commencement of this connex- | 


ion. ‘The money received trom the peeple, instead of be- 
ing kept till itis needed for their use, is, in consequence 
of this authority, a fund on which discounts are made for 
the profit of those who happen to be owners of stock in the 
banks selected as depositories. ‘The supposed, and often 
exaggerated advantages of such a boon will always cause 
it to be sought for with avidity. I will not stop to con- 
sider on whom the patronage incident to it is to be confer- 
red ; whether the selection and control be trusted to Con- 
gress or to the Executive, either will be subjected to ap- 
peals made in every form which the sagacity of interest 
can suggest. The banks, under such a system, are stim- 
ulated to make the most of their fortunate acquisition ; the 
deposites are treated as an increase of capital ; loans and 
circulations are rashly augmented ; and, when the public 
exigencies require a return, it is attended with embarrass- 
ments net provided for nor foreseen. Thus, banks that 
thought themselves most fortunate when the public funds 
were received, find themselves most embarrassed when the 
season of payment suddenly arrives. 

**Unfortunaiely, too, the evils of the system are not 
limited to the banks. It stinulates a general rasliness of 
enterprise, and aggravates the fluctuations of commerce 
and the currency. This result was strikingly exhibited 
during the eperations of the late deposite system, and es- 
pecially in the purchases of public lands. The order which 
ultimately directed the payment of gold and silver in such 
purchases, ygreaily checked, but could not altogether pre- 
vent, the evil. Specie was, indeed, more difficult to be 
procured than the notes which the banks could themselves 
create at pleasure ; but still, being obtained from them as a 
loan, and returned as a deposite, which they were again 
al. liberty to use, it only passed round the circle with di- 
minished speed. ‘This operation could not have been per- 
formed, had the funds of the Government gone ints the 
Treasury to be regularly disbursed, and not into banks to 
be loaned out for their own profit, while they were permit- 
ted to substitute for it a credit in account.” 

In page 12 he further goes on to say: 

‘©Since, therefore, experience has shown that to lend 


the public money to the local banks is hazardous to the 
operations of the Government, at least of doubtful benefit 
to the institutions themselves, and productive of disastrous 
derangement in the business and currency of the country, 
is it the part of wisdom to renew the connexion ?” 

Sir, who gave the use of the public money to the lucal 
banks, for their own benefit? Who made the money re- 
ceived from the people a fund on which discounts were 
made for the profits of those who happened to be owners 
of stock in the banks selected as depositories? Who 
caused this boon to be sought for with avidity? Who 
stimulated the banks to make the most of their fortunate 
acquisition? Who encouraged them to treat the deposites 
as an increase of capital? Who caused loans and circu- 
lation to be rashly augmented? Sir, the message itself 
answers—‘‘ the Government, from the commencement of 
this connexion!” He needed not to stop to consider on 
whom the patronage was conferred; the Government sanc- 
tion was given to all this monstrous abuse of public trust, 
for reasons best known to him who now sits in the Presi- 
dential chair,—reasons which he will never mention, if 
nobody else does! How profligate though, and insolent, 
must that man be, who first stimulates another to the 
height of intoxication and madness, for purposes of base 
profit, an@® then turns upon his victim and tool, and de- 
rides and denounces him to the world! ! Such is the con- 
duct of ** the Government”—the Ex and the In-President 
of the United States, towards the deposite banks! The 
increase of circulation, loans, and discounts was rather an 
eflect than a cause. Morey was made plenty by the ac- 
tion of the Government. Money plenty—there was a do- 
mestic demand for credit, which caused domestic debt; 
and the same cause produced our foreign debt, and large 
importations—our speculations in public lands, and in 
every species of property. ‘The Government officers es- 
pecially were interested and engaged, deeply and fraud- 
ulently, in these very land speculations ; and the improvi- 
dent extravagance of the Government, in appropriating 
immense sums to public works, drew off more labor from 
agriculture than all the private speculations of the nation 
could have done. ‘ihe whole system tended and operated 
to hallucinate the public mind, and to corrupt the public 
morals. Cruel, indeed, is it, no less to the people than 
to the pet banks, to blame them with effects proceeding 
directly from the mal-administration of the Government. 
In no other point of view are they to be blamed for their 
participation in the wrong than for having trusted their 
great interests and their liberties to such abandoned and 
insolent rulers! ‘he system of the Government was not 
limited to the banks; it did stimulate ‘* a general rashness 
of enterprise, and aggravated the fluctuations of commerce 
and currency.” 

But the President takes comfort in his misfortunes from 
companionship in grief—from alleged distresses in other 
countries. He says: 

**It has since appeared that evils, similar to those suf- 
fered by ourselves, have been experienced in Great Britain, 
on the continent, and, indeed, throughout the commercial 
world; and that in other countries, as well as in our own, 
they have been uniformly preceded by an undue enlarge- 
ment of the boundaries of trade, prompted, as with us, by 
unprecedented expansions of the systems of credit.” 

Now, sir, we happen to have an authority upon this 
point, which does most conclusively show the fallacy of 
this position assumed by the administration; an authority, 
too, which beautifully illustrates the value and importance 
of a national bank in times of commercial and financial 
embarrassment and distress. Sir, I call the atiention of 
the committee to a ‘* statement rendered in the name of the 
Council General of the Bank of France, by the Count 
D’Argout, Governor,” to a ** general meeting of the stock- 
holders, on the 26th of January, 1837.” (See ‘* The Fi- 
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nancial Register of the United States,” 
1837, No. 6, vol. 1.) 

In this important document we find a full and satisfac- 
tory answer to this part of the message, contradicting it 
expressly, and showing where the commercial crisis and 
pressure commenced. The statement says : 

** The consolidation of public order has favored the ex- 
tension of commerce, and has augmented the revenues of 
the State. Commerce has demanded of the bank the most 
ample means of credit ; the increasing wealth of the Treas- 
ury has rendered the assistance of the bank less necessary 
and less useful to it. Far from regretting the diminution 
of our relations with it, we ought to congratulate ourselves; 


September 13th, 


, 


we therein find a certain proof of the prosperity of the 
country. We are happily very far from those critical pe- 
riods, during which the bank had at the same time to assist 
commerce and to aid the Treasury. If at the latest of 
these epochs the bank was enabled to furnish, in a single 
year, 617 millions to commerce, and 253 to the Treasury, 
she feels honored by the recollection of it; but she felici- 
tates herself at not being at this day called upon to employ 
her resources otherwise than in seconding the progress of 
commerce, or in protecting it against a return of those dis- 
tressing vicissitudes which occasionally happen. 

**Tt is to this last result that she has just devoted all her 
efforts. During the second half of the year 1836, the se- 
curity of commerce appeared shaken, confidence was for a 
moment weakened. From the month of July, some symp- 
toms of a partial distress had begun to manifest themselves. 
The march of our manufactures had been so rapid, that 
there could not have failed to arrive a period of reaction. 
Some exportations of coin, the importance of which was 
exaggerated, and which are now insensibly reduced, exci- 
ted a certuin degree of anxiety, when a crisis rather severe 
overtook the United States. The scarcity of specie raised 
the interest of money there to an exorbitant rate. It was 
at London that the reaction of this crisis was first felt. ‘Ihe 
Bank of England, notwithstanding the power of her means 
of action and her well-known skill, found herself obliged 
to raise the rate of discount from 4 to 44 per cent., and 
subsequently to 5. ‘The Bank of Amsterdam imitated this 
example. France could not withdraw herself entire ly from 
the influence of these events, for the commerce of the 
whole world is more or less responsible for all its parts. 

«* Although this commercial reaction only reached us 
second-hand, and consequently enfeebled, it could not fail 
to develop the seeds of embarrassment which I have just 
now alluded to. ‘Thus, in many towns of the kingdom, 
the interest of money rose to 5 and 54, and even for a mo- 
ment to 6 per cent. Money became scarce; demands for 
specie were addressed to Paris from different points of 
France, and from neighboring countries. The coffers of 
the bank could alone furnish it. She had then to admin- 
ister simultaneously to the wants of the capital and to those 
of the departments, as well as to those of the adjoining 
States. If the bank had shown the least hesitation, fears 
would probably have become general. The public funds, 
which had already declined, would perhaps have expe- 
rienced a much heavier depression ; this momentary pres- 
sure might have been converted into a real crisis. 

** The bank, in this situation, restricted neither the 
length of time which paper had to run, nor diminished the 
amount of her discounts. She delivered up to the circula- 
tion 108 millions of specie, and discounted 450 millions in 
six months. She maintained at 4 per cent. the rate of her 
interest, when this limit had been excecded by a great part 
of Europe. It is thus that she was able to arrest or to 
check a movement which seemed to be assuming a serious 
aspect. 

‘* But, in order to accomplish this, she was obliged to 
have recourse to extraordina’y precaution. ‘The specie on 
hand decreased rapidly; it was necessary to replace this 
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reduction. The bank purchased eight millions of gold at 
Paris; she drew from abroad 10,800,000 francs in silver 
bullion. The premium expended in procuring the goli 
will sooner or later be made up. ‘The operation on the 
bullion occasioned a loss of 105,000 frances. ‘This loss has 
in some measure been recompensed by more abundant dis- 
counts; but, even had it been impossible to obtain any 
compensation, this consideration would not have prevented 
the Council from taking that course ; it would equally have 
adopted it without hesitation, masmuch as it was imperi- 
ously called for by the interests of commerce ; a fact which 
it now frankly declares to you through my instrumentality 

‘©The interests of commerce, gentlemen, are therefore 
intimately allied to yours. The aggregate of the wees 
of 1836 have given you a proof of it. You received i 
1834 but 80 francs, and in 1835, 98; the year 1836 sven 5 
you 112 francs. This is the highest annual dividend that 
has been declared since the creation of the bank.” 

So much for the pressure in Britain and on the continent 
of Europe. Indeed, sir, I believe the fact was, though 
am not confident in stating it to be so, that cotton actually 
fell in New Orleans before advices were received of a fal! 
in Liverpool! This is an unexampled fact, if it were so, 
that produce should fall at the place of exportation befor 
it was known that prices had diminished at the market of 
The fact might well be so, owing to the failures ot 
our own merchants, and the total want of exchanges at 
I have endeavored to obtain accurate information 
I have only the information, however, con- 
tained in Mr. Racuet’s communication in the Nationa! 
Gazette of the 14th of September last, under the signature 
of ** An Examiner;” and a letter from an intelligent gen- 


| tleman of Philadelphia to a friend assures me that ‘the 


heavy failures in New Orleans (Herman, Briggs, & Co., 
&c.] took place about the end of February, or the Ist or 
2d of March. This was shortly before the bad news was 
received from Liverpool.” 

But, sir, there were other causes of this eatastrophe, 
proceeding from the action of the Government, besides th 


| increase of banking capital, circulation, loans and discounts, 


enumerated 


and domestic debts, and the other causes 
Besides the importation ot 
some ten millions of silver dollars from abroad, which com- 
menced with the removal of the deposites in October, 1833, 
and continued until July, 1834, and * which would not 
have — imported in the ordinary course of trade,” and 
which, » part, increased the issues, loans, and discounts 
of bi aa and the debts consequently of individuals, I pro- 
ceed to enumerate the ** gold bill” as one of the most proni- 
inent acts of **the Government” which caused pressure 
abroad as well as at home. I voted for that bill, and there- 
fore owe an apology for my vote. The best apology I can 
make is the only one which the friends of the administra- 
tion can make for it—I ask forgiveness, for I knew not what 


besides foreign 
in the message. 


| I did! The party and the President were bent on the glory 


to increase its amount in the country was ‘* a part 
1 could not, at the time, see how the ex- 


of gold ; 
of the system.” 


| change in part of a silver for a gold basis would injure us, 


though I confess I did not understand how it was to bene 
fit the country, and [ was anxious that the administration 
should have no excuse left for the failure of the experiment 
if it should fail, as it has. It is singular enough that more 
than one means which were selected to make the exper! 
ment successful and permanently efficient, have contributed 
most signally to its failure. So did the gold bill. ‘the 
manner in oe it has done so is clearly demonstrated in 
the 2d No. ‘© An Examiner.” (See National Gazette 
of April 8, 1 ras?) 

‘Suffice it to say, that a more unfortunate measure f! 
the country could scarcely have been devised, as I will now 
endeavor to make apparent. 


‘* By the mint regulations of 1791, the relative valu 
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between pure gold and pure silver was assumed to be | to 
15; that is, one ounce of pure gold was assumed to be the 
equivalent of fifteen ounces of pure silver, and according 
to this proportion were the gold eagles and silver dollars, 
and their fractions regulated. For some years our cur- 
rency was composed partly of gold and partly of silver ; 
but it so happened that, prior to the year 1818, the relative 
value of these two metals had undergone a change in the 
general market of Europe, so that one ounce of gold could 
readily be exchanged for more than fifteen ounces of silver. 
The consequence of this was, that whenever coin was re- 
quired to be exported to Europe, gold was sent in prefer- 
ence to silver; and this exportation continuing until the 
year 1822, scarcely a gold coin was, at that period, left in 
circulation. Even the gold which was subsequently pro- 
duced in the Southern States went abroad in search of its 
equivalent. 

‘*By this disappearance of gold, the currency of the 
United States became virtually a currency of silver. Silver 
dollars and their fractional parts were the coins universally 
employed. 


mass of the people in the ordinary transactions of life. 
But this was not all. The currency of the United States 
was placed in a state of independence as regards the cur- 
rency of Great Britain, which was of gold; so that each 
country, in the management of its banking system, had 
only to look to itself. An expansion or contraction of the 
paper currency of either country had but a trifling influence 
upon the currency of the other, and the commercial pros- 
perity of neither was placed at the mercy of the other. 


‘One remarkable proof of the truth of this position is | 
to be found in the well-known fact that the great panic and | 


pressure fur money which, in the year 1825, brought the 
Bank of England to the verge of stopping specie payments, 
and absolutely compelled eighty private banks to suspend, 
was not felt in the United States as a general pressure for 
money, although many commercial disasters resulted from 
a fall in the price of cotton, in which article heavy specu- 
latious had been entered into. Another proof is to be 
found in the condition of Great Britain during the period 
cf General Jackson’s panic above referred to. Whilst we 
drew from her near four millions of silver dollars in the 
course of a year, it produced no pressure for money in the 
London market. 
at the time of its occurrence, and he is fortunate in being 
able to sustain it by evidence which will not be disputed. 
In the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which has 


been heretofore assumed as authority for most of bis caleu- | 
lations, there is a table giving ‘the aggregate amount of | 


notes circulated in England and Wales, by the Bank of 
England, by private banks, and by joint-stock banks and 
their branches,’ at the following dates: 

December 28, 1833, when the amount was £27,621,104 
March 29, 1834, do 28,735,827 


do 
June 28, 1834, do 29,207,682 


do 


**'The iinportations of dollars from England to the Uni- | 


ted Siates commenced in November, 1833, one month after 
the removal of the deposites, and continued until July, 1834, 
when the news of the passage of the gold bill reached that 
country ; and yet we find that, between the 28th of De- 
cember, 1833, and the 28th of June, 1834, the currency 
of England, so far from having been contracted in conse- 
quence of that importation, was positively increased more 


than seven millions and a half of dollars, estimating the | 


pound sterling at $4 80. his arose from the circum- 


stance that silver dollars were, in England, mere articles 


of merchandise; and the abstraction of a few millions of 
them could produce no more eflect upon the currency of 


Great Britain than the exportation of an equal value in 
iron or lead, dry goods or hardware 


Sub-Treasury Bill. 


As the basis of a banking system, they had 
all the value of gold; and, if their portability was not as | 
great, they were far more convenient than gold to the great | 


The writer remembers noticing that fact | 


to 
ss. 
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** But this was not all. The steadiness of the English 
currency prevented a fall from taking place in the prices 
of cotion and other American produce, which would have 
occasioned great loss to the American shippers,* whilst, 
at the same time, it enabled British capitalists to extend 
relief to our merchants, by the acceptance of bills of ex- 
change, or by shipments of specie. 

** By the gold bill, enacted on the 28th of June, 1834, 
the relative value of gold and silver was changed so as to 
render an ounce of gold the equivalent of about sixteen 
| ounces of silver. Another law was passed on the same 
| day, declaring certain foreign coins a legal tender, one of 
the effects of which was to make the British sovereign, or 
| gold pound sterling, equal in value to about $4 874 of 
| American currency ; and the joint effect of the two was to 
| render gold the preferred metal on all occasions where im- 
| portations of specie from Europe were called for by the 

operations of commerce. From the date of the passage 

of these laws, the shipments from Europe were ordered to 
| be made in gold instead of silver,t and the consequence 
was, that ihis demand reaching the coffers of the Bank of 
England, the great repository of gold in Europe, produced 
an immediate effect upon the currency of Great Britain, 
by compelling the banks to contract their issues. Hence 
we find, by the Secretary’s table, above referred to, that a 
| contraction took place in the circulation of bank notes in 
England and Wales, so that, on the 27th of September, 
1834, the amount was reduced to £28,591,112, and on the 
2sth of December to £27,729,828, being a diminution of 
upwards of seven millions of dollars. 

‘*From these facts, supported by the documentary evi- 
dence of the ‘T'ressury Department, as well as by sound 
reason, it is manifest that the passage of the gold bills 
identified the British and American currencies, and render- 
ed each forever thereafter liable to be influenced by the 
other. Expansious and contractions can new hardly fail 
| to be simultaneous, and henceforth, more than at the period 
, when the sentence was first pronounced by Mr. Gorham, 
| in Congress, must it be true, that ‘the barometer of the 
American money market hangs up at the Stock Exchange 
in London.’ Overissues by the English banks cannot fail 
to excite overissues by the American banks; for, as Great 
Britain is the country in which almost all our exchange 
transactions with the world are concentrated, if the British 
standard of currency be depreciated below the metallic 
standard of the continent, we shall feel its effects in our 
| currency, without being able to detect it. Shall feel,’ did 
I say? We do already feel it; and there cannot be a 
question that our present pecuniary embarrassments have 
been greatly augmented by the operation of this cause, re- 
sulting from one of Gen. Jackson’s ‘humble efforts’ to re- 
store the constitutional currency. 

** With these evidences before him of the practical oper- 
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position, the writer is able to 
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ation of a law which was capable of producing the most 
disastrous results, General Jackson, had he understood the 
subject, would have abstained from any active participation 
in rendering it more mischievous and fatal than the ordi- 
nary operations of commerce would have rendered it. But 
not so. Carried away, in the pursuit of his ignis fatuus— 
his ‘ constitutional currency’—he arrogated to himself the 
right, by the arbitrary exercise of his executive authority, 
of imposing a tax upon the owners of the French indem- 
nity. Those citizens were entitled by treaty to the full 
amount of the suin stipulated to be paid by France, with- 
out any deduction whatever, either for the purpose of glori- 
fying General Jackson, or for the purpose of enabling him 
to pursue his favorite Jack o’ Lantern. ‘They were also 
entitled to their money without a moment’s unnecessary 
delay, and the manifestly plain course which justice de- 
manded to be pursued was, to have given each claimant a 
bill upon France for the amount of his claim, to be nego- 
tiated or collected in the mode which best might suit him. 
This course was urged upon the Secretary of the Treasury 


and most prompt mode by which they could be placed in pos- 
session of their property ; and it is evident that, had any of 
the claimants wished gold for his share, he could have im- 
ported it upon quite as favorable terms as the Government. * 
But no. The demands of justice weighed nothing in the 
scale, when opposed to the glory of ‘the constitutional cur- 
rency.’ Orders were sent to France to transmit the amount 
of the four instalments of the indemnity paid in February, 
1836, amounting to near four millions of dollars, in gold. 

To procure this quantity of gold, a draft was made upon 
the London market, which, if it did not create, at least as- 
sisted to augment, that pressure upon the British currency 
which commenced in April, and which every one knows 
has been continued, with occasional fluctuations, up to the 
1ith March, 1837, the date of the last advices, and which 
has been latterly augmented by the additional demand for 
nearly another million of dollars, the amount of the fifth 
instalment of the indemnity paid by France in February 
last. It is not pretended that the whole pressure on the 
English money market within the last year has been occa- 
















“* Exchange on Paris at Ne w Yo rk, fora bits — days’ sight, be- 
tween the 2d of March,and the loth of Ju 3, ductuated from 
what is called 5.25 te 5.40, making an average ee 5.324. The par ex 
change on Paris is about 5.554: that is, one dollar of American cur- 
rency is equivaient to 5 francs and 35} centimes, or one-hundredth 


exchange 


varts of a fra The then was, at the period mentioned, 
pit per cent. above par; which, 


added to one per cent. which a bill 












al sigit, such as the Government had a right to draw, and perhaps half 
per cent. for the superior security of a Government bill over a private 
bill, would make about fro per cent cet the claimants would have re 
ceived beyond the amount of theirclaims. It is true that the exchance 
upon France might have fallen s mnethine rin consequence of the in 
creased supply of bills, but this could not have equal ed the 1 ss which 
the cluimantssustained by the delay to receive their money, which was 
not paid until July, and which was then subject to a ded iction for the 
expenses of freight, insurance, and commissions incident to the im 
portation of the gold 
‘The best comi wever, upon the folly of these j yporta- 
tions is to be found in ® follow! icle, which is pied fromm the 
Washiugton Gl be of the Ist of April: , 
‘Neaponutran [NpeEMNity.—The last New York American con 
tained the following 
f America will als» draw their bills on the Roths 
for upwards of a million of fran 
nu, Which th tink of America propos to draw 
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sioned by the last mentioned ‘humble efforts’ to restore 
‘the constitutional currency.” Other demands for gol 
have existed, amongst them one by the Bank of America, 
the principal deposite bank in New York, and one by the 
Bank of the United States, rendered expedient by the rapid 
return of her notes for payment in the early part of 18:6, 
owing to the substitution in their place, throughout the 
Western and Southwestern country, of the notes of some 
of Gen. Jackson’s three hundred and fifty-seven new banks. 

**Of the practical operations of these two ‘ humble ef 





| forts’ upon the immediate interests of the citizens of the 


United States, it behooves us now to speak. 

‘«'The contraction of the British currency, as every in 
telligent observer knows, has been to create a pressure fo; 
money in England, which has produced the following re 
sults : 

‘*1. The market rate of interest has been advance: 
from 24 to 5 per cent. per annum on first rate commercial 
paper, which has had a tendency to keep money in Eng- 


, land which would otherwise have sought investment in the 
by some of the claimants, who proved it to be the cheapest | 


United States. 

*©2. British merchants are prevented from accepting, 
with their accustomed freedom, the bills of exchange drawn 
upon shipments of American produce. 

‘3. British cpital.sts are less able than before to make 
advances, or loans on the security of American stocks, 


which cuts off a large source from which capital has been 
heretofore supplied for our various internal improvements 


‘*4,. British manufacturers are less able than heretofore 
to give credit to such of our importing merchants as re- 
quire it. 

‘*5. The price of cotton bas fallen, since the first of 
January last, four or five cents a pound, in England, by 
which American shippers will lose twenty or twenty-five 
per cent. upon the stocks gone forward, and by which ou 
cotton planters will be deprived of a corresponding or a 
greater amount, as the fall of prices at the South has al- 
ready made evident. 

** And now it only remains for us to inquire how have 
these ‘humble efforts’ tended to restore ‘the constitu- 
tional currency? Has the importation of thirty millions 
of gold and silver pushed any paper out of circulation ! 
So far from it, the amount of paper has auginented, as we 
have shown, to an incredible amount. The banks all seem 
to have acted upon the principle that their power to emit 
and keep their notes in profitable circulation was just in 
proportion to the specie they had on hand, and according]) 
we have seen that, just in the measure that General Jack 
son supplied them with one million of dollars in coin, they 
supplied the public with three millions of dollars in pape: 
So much for the soundness of this ‘ constitutional cu 
tency ;’ and now for its uniformity. 

‘On the 2d of Janury, 1830, when General Jackson, it 
his message to Congress, in reference to the Bank of th 
United 8 said that ‘it must be admitted by all that 

t has failed in the great end of establishing a uniform and 
sound currency,’ the rates of domestic exchange were 25 
follows, as apppears from the New York shipping and 
commercial list : 
Richmond, 


States, 


1 per cent. discount 


North Carolina, 2 to 24 do. 
Charleston, 14 to 2 do. 
Savannah, 14 to 2 do. 
New Orleans, 1 to l4 do. 
‘«The rates on the 4th of March, 1837, the dav : vt 


General Jackson wrote his farewell a idress, as q noted | 


the sane authority, are as follows: 
Richmond, 1 to 14 per cent. discount 
North Carolina, 24 do. 
Charleston, 24 to 3 do. 
Savannah, 24 to3 do. 
New Orleans 3 to4 do 
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** Let these two tables speak for themselves. 
‘¢And now, reader, with all these proofs before you, of 


the total failure of all General Jackson’s schemes of finance | 


can you read the following passage in his farewell address, 


without asking yourself whether he was really in earnest ? | 
‘© «My humble efforts have not been spared during my | 
administration of the Government to restore the constitu- | 


tional currency of gold and silver, and something, I trust, 
has been done towards the accomplishment of this most de- 
sirable object.’ AN EXAMINER.” 


ernment, came the celebrated Treasury order or circular of 
July 11, 1836. ‘This circular enacted, by Executive order, 
that after the t5th day of August, 1836, the receivers of 


public money and the deposite banks shou!d receive in pay- | 


ment of the public lands nothing but gold and silver, and 
in the proper places Virginia land scrip. 
lations, and monopolies, in the purchase of the public lands, 


and excessive bank credits, were made the pretext of this | 


extraordinary measure, when these frauds, speculations, 
monopolies, and excesses of every description, had been 


pated in particularly by ‘**the party,” from the removal of 
the deposites to the moment when General Jackson was 


aroused vindictively to prevent the deposites with the | 
States, directed by the deposite act of June, 1836. What- | 
ever other difference of opinion there may be as to the ef- | 


fects of this order, all will agree that it removed the specie 


important places of trade, and placed it in the ‘* far West,” 
Where it was locked up in the land offices or Western de- 
posite banks, and rendered unavailable to commerce and to 


the wants of trade in an anomalous period of unexampled | 
The gentleman from South Caro- 


plenty and pressure ! 
lina, (Mr. Leoane,] as I understand, admits this effect of 
the circular, and that it accelerated a revulsion, the scarcity 
of which the President says none had correctly anticipated. 
Had the specie of the country been permitted by the Gov- 
ernment to remain where trade required it to be, none can 
say that the same extent of ruin would have been felt, or 
that it would have been felt so soon. 

Such sir, are some of the ‘* antecedent causes” whence 
“‘overaction” derived ‘* its first,” and I may add, its last 
‘‘impulses!’’ Forsooth, I had nearly omitted one cause, 
enumerated by Mr. Secretary Woodbury, which the Presi- 
dent, in his wisdom, entirely overlooked—the over-produc- 
tion of cotton! The over-production of cotton !—there is 
an example of a financier fur you! Oh! rare Levi! Much 
more wisely had he spoken, if he had, in ascribing the 
causes of our disasters, enumerated the potent reason that 
we had at the head of the Treasury Department a financier 


who regards the products of labor and industry as causes | 


of national poverty and bankruptcy! A head that has not 
been wool-gathering, but picking cotton! 

In the comparison of vur condition with that of other 
countries, the President admits that ‘‘the most material 
difference between the results in the two countries (United 
States and Great Britain) has only been, that, with us, there 
has also occurred an extensive derangement in the fiscal af- 
fai 8 of the Federal and State Governments.” Ay, sir, there 
is the rub! Why has there not been in England and in 
F rance the same extensive derangement in fiscal affairs as 
in the United States, whilst there has been, according to 
the message, ‘*the same redundancy of paper money and 
other facilities of credit; the same spirit of speculation ; the 
same partial successes; the same difficulties and reverses ; 
and, at length, nearly the same overwhelming catastro- 
phe?” Is it because our finances have net been managed 
80 well, that we have had Levi at the helm, or that we had 
hot, as France and England had, the great conservator, 
the life-preserver, a national bank? Sir, this ‘* material 
difference” is owing to both reasons. We deprived our- 
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Frauds, specu- | 


¢ | and 5. 
of the country from the large importing cities and the most | 


| ration 
| Is it not true, as I have shown, that up to the fourth day 
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selves of the means of preserving credit, disabled the ship 
before the storm came on, shipped an incompetent crew, 
and a worse pilot; and when the hurricane came—as hur- 
ricanes in trade will come as certainly as storms on the 
ocean—it swept over us at mercy—struck the ship of State 
down on her beam ends—dismasted, and leaking—and 
there she will lie, with hope only to aid her until the de- 
spairing mariners, now standing on her sides with spy-glass 


| in hand, shall discover far out upon the ‘* dim distant sea” 


je | a speek of sail sent by Providence alone to right ship, and 
In addition to these causes, set in operation by the Gov- | 


save all hands from a watery grave! Strong canvass, new 
rigging, ballast and compass, and skilful crew and pilot, 
will not prevent the storm, but they alone can save the 
ship from the tempest when it blows. So with a national 
bank and other means of regulating finance and curren- 
cy—they cannot prevent the vicissitudes of trade and com- 
merce, or wholly arrest their ravages and disasters, but they 
can save us from despair and death! The report of the 
Bank of France proves this at this moment. That nation 
was not only guarded from death and despair, but restored 


| to health, and sustained in actual prosperity, by sustaining 
known for a long time to the administration, and partici- | 


a national bank, whilst we have been nearly destroyed by 


| destroying one. 


But, why trace the causes of this revulsion in our affairs ! 
Sir, the administration knew from the first that the State 
banks were unsound. In proof of this [ refer you to the 
letter of Mr. Taney, of the 15th of April, 1834, pages 4 
He says: 

*< If the estimate T have made of the proportion between 
the paper circulation and the specie in possession of the 
banks be correct, or nearly so, the condition of the curren- 
cy is obviously such that the nation should not be content 
with it, nor desire to continue it in its present state. It is 
an immense superstructure of paper, resting on a metallic 
foundation too narrow to support it. It has never been 
sustained by ite own inherent strength, but by public con- 
fidence. When every one firmly believes that the notes of 
the banks will, on demand, be paid iu coin, they will read- 
ily circulate, and answer all the purposes of money. Lut 
the moment that confidence is impaired, they lose their 
value as a part of the circulating medium, and are returned 
upon the banks for a redemption in specie, and the dispro- 
portion between the paper circulation and the coin prepa- 
red to redeem it is so great, that itis constantly liable to have 
its chief support, public confidence, withdrawn from it.”’ 

I refer, also, to a statement of the condition of the local 
banks, furnished about the same time by the Hon. R. H. 
Wilde, of Georgia, and printed by order of the House of 
Representatives in the session of 1833-'34. Thus, sir, 
the administration knew from the beginning that these 
agents, the local banks, could not stand the shocks of trade. 
The President himself says, ‘* that the prospect of revul- 
sion was present to the minds of considerate men before it 
actually came.” Why was no warning given, no prepa- 
made? Were our rulers not ‘* considerate men?” 


of March last they were still crying in the night-watch, 
‘sallis well?” Sir, they knew of these causes, and they 
intended their effects! No matter what are the causes, the 
ruin is here! and the administration designed to bring it 
upon the country for the diabolical purpose of establishing 
upon this ruin a Treasury bank ! 

Yes, sir, the very result of all these causes of mischief, 
whatever they may be, is now proposed as the second sys- 
tem—another experiment! This result is what has bee 
aimed at all the time—the final triumph of Executive pow- 
er—the total ruin of the liberties uf the country—the 
complete union of the ‘* purse and sword!’’ In the very 
midst of our calamities and misfortune, we are told to take 
up the very condition of distress into which we have been 
thrown by mismanagement and corruption, and to organ 
ize it into a permanent system of finance—ay, sir, from 












































































oat oS 
soaps 


ep ip eatenges i asigeae 





1651 


H. or R.] 


one quarter, not the most inconsiderable and uninfluential 
source of these mischiefs, we have heard boasting and ex- 
ultation at the calamities of the country. A letter written 
from St. Louis, August 11, 1837, signed by Big Bully 
Bottom, Tom Benton, ‘‘ congratulates” the party in Ohio 
**on the success of General Jackson’s endeavors to improve 
the condition of the currency!” Sir, that man is misun- 
derstood—that letter does not embody impudence ani ef- 
frontery so much as it sets forth the real feelings, and shad- 
ows the designs of those in power— he knows their secrets— 
to foree upon us now the execrable end of policy which 
they have always aimed at—to make the Government a 
bank, and the President of the United States and ‘‘ the 
party” its ‘* President, Directors, and Co.!” This is not 
the desperate courage or bravado of a ruffian, who is forced 
to brave every danger in the last extremity, but it is the 


chuckling of a fiend who has really reached the diabolical | 


end he aimed at over the distresses and sufferings and 


ruin of a whole people! He knows that the danger now | 
is not the re-establishment of a national bank, but that a | 


revolution in the Government is already effected by forcing 
a ** scourged country” and an ‘* humbled democracy” into 
a system of sub-treasuries which will subvert all our an- 
cient institutions, and laugh this republic to scorn! Above 
all the passages in the message—except one, which I shall 
presently notice—the most pharisaical and insincere, is that 
in which the President says he is ‘* sensible that adequate 
provisions for these unexpected exigencies could only be 
made by Congress; convinced that some of them would be 
indispensably necessary to the public service, before the 
regular period of your meeting; and desirous, also, to ena- 
ble you to exercise, at the earliest moment, your full con- 
stitutional powers for the relief of the country, I could not, 
with propriety, avoid subjecting you to the inconvenience 
of assembling at as early a day as the state of the popular 
representation would permit. I am sure that I have done 
but justice to your feelings in believing that this inconve- 
nience wil) be cheerfully encountered, in the hope of ren- 
dering your meeting conducive to the good of the country.” 

Sir, why was Congress called at all? Dues it matter 
whether we actat all? Has the President not put the sys- 
tem in operation, and is it not in full blast? Yes, sir, by 
the fiat of the Executive, by a single ‘‘ circular” from the 
Secretary’s pen, is the sub-Treasury system called into 
being, full formed and perfect. See, sir, see with what des- 
patch, with what unity and simplicity of action, one will 
controls already the destiny of this nation. See this circu- 
lar, and know the will of your master: 


‘* Circular to receivers of public moneys. 
**Treasuny Derantment, May 12, 1837. 


‘If the bank where you deposite should suspend specie | 
; 7 ; | commerce. 
payments, yuu will keep in your own hands safely the pub- | 


lic money you have in possession, or may hereafter receive, 
till further directions are given to you by this Department 
how to deposite, transfer, or pay it, or any portion of it. 

** You will report to this Department weekly the amount 
on hand. LEVI WOODBURY, 

‘* Secretary of the Treasury.” 

By this simple instrument—a circular!—have magic 
changes been wrought in the form and policy of our Gov- 
ernment ; it has, by such means, been truly made a ‘‘sim- 
ple machine!” After having done the deed, and put the 
system into full operation, then Congress is called, not to 
deliberate, not for consultation, but to register Executive 
edicts, or to adjourn! He proceeds: 

** For the deposite, transfer, and disbursement of the 
revenue, national and State banks have always, with tem- 
porary and limited exceptions, been heretofore employed ; 
but, although advocates of each system are still to be found, 
it is apparent that the events of the last few months have 
greatly augmented the desire, long existing among the peo- 
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ple of the United States, to separate the fiscal operations of 
the Government from those of individuals or corporations.” 

How long, I would inquire, sir, has this desire ‘*to sep- 
arate the fiscal operations of the Government from those of 
individuals or corporations” existed 1 Not longer, surely, 
than since the 4th day of March last. Sir, what said Mr. 
Taney, on the 15th of April, 18347? (See his letter to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, pp. 9, 10.) Afier 
saying ‘* the State banks are now so numerous, and are so 
intimately connected with our habits and pursuits, that it is 
impossible to suppose that the system can ever be entirely 
abandoned—nor is it desirable that it should be”—he pro- 
ceeds: 

‘*If there were no State banks, the profitable business 
of banking and exchange would be monopolized by the 
great capitalists. Operations of this sort require capital 
and credit to a large extent, and a private individual, in 
moderate circumstances, would be unable to conduct them 
with any advantage. Yet there is, perhaps, no business 
which yields a profit so certain and liberal as the business 
of banking and exchanges; and it is proper that it should 
be open as far as practicable to the most free competition, 
and its advantages shared by all classes of society. Indi- 
viduals of moderate means cannot participate in them, un- 
less they combine together, and by the unioy of many small 
sums create a large capital, and establish an extensive 
credit. It is impossible to accomplish this object without 
the aid of acts of incorporation, so as to give to the com- 
pany the security of unity of action, and save it from the 
disadvan‘ages in the frequent changes in the partnership, 
by the death or retirement of some one of the numerous 
partners. The incorporated banks, moreover, under proper 
regulations, will offer a safe and convenient investment of 
small sums to persons whose situations and pursuits disa- 
ble them from employing the money profitably in any other 
mode. It is not more liable to be lost when vested in the 
stock of a bank, than when it is loaned to individuals 
The interest on it is paid with more punctuality, and it can 
be sold and converted into cash, whinever the owner de- 
sires {0 employ it in some other way. And if a larger por- 
tion of the metal is infused into the circulation, the busi- 
ness of banking will become more sound and wholesone, 
and less liable to the disasters from which it has suffered, 
under our extravagant and ill-organized system of paper 
It will render investments in banking companies 
entirely safe and secure to the holders, and afford them the 
almost absolute certainty of a reasonable profit, without en- 


| dangering the capital invested in it. 





‘* For these reasons, it is neither practicable nor desira- 
ble tu discountenance the continuance of the State banks 
They are convenient and useful also for the purposes of 
No commercial or manufacturing community 
could conduct its business to any advantage without a |'b 
eral system of credits, and a facility of obtaining money on 


| loan when the exigencies of their business may require it. 
| This cannot be obtained without the aid of a paper circula- 


tion founded on credit. It is, therefore, not the interest of 
this country to pat down the paper currency altogether. 
The great object should be to give it a foundation on which 
it will safely stand. A circulating medium composed of 
paper, and gold and silver, in just proportions, would not 


| be liable to be constantly disordered by the accidental em- 


barrassments or imprudences of trade, nor by a combina- 
tion of the moneyed interest for political purposes. The 
value of the metals in circulation would remain the same 
whether there was a panic or not, and the proportion of 
paper being less, the credit of the banks could not be so 
readily impaired or endangered.” 

What said Mr. Woodbury in December of the same 
year? (See the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
‘On the present system of keeping and disbursing the pub- 
lic money.” Wecember 12, 1834.) 
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«¢ With the causes of these last and most important fail- 
ures happening from time to time, as the table shows, to 
the very last year, this branch of our inquiry has no partic- 
ular concern except to discriminate them from others, and 
from any special connexion with the system that prevailed 
from 1811 to 1816, Whether they arose from an unsound 
policy pursued by the United States Bank, or from circum- 
stances which, under the paper system, neither legislation 
nor caution can always avert, or from less justifiable rea- 
sons, and in spite of all the salutary influence the national 
bank could exercise, it is a singular fact, in praise of this de- 
scription of public debtors, the selected banks, that there is 
not now due on deposites, from the whole of them which 
have ever stopped payivent, from the establishment of the 
constitution to the present moment, a sum much beyond 
what is now due to the United States from one mercantile 
firm that stopped payment in 1825 or 1826, and of whom 
ample security was required and supposed to be taken un- 
der the responsibility of an oath.” 

‘If we include the whole present dues to the Govern- 
ment from discredited bat.ks, at all times and of all kinds, 
whether as depositories or not, and embrace even counter- 
feit bills, and every other species of unavailable funds in 
the Treasury, they will not exceed what is due from two 
such firms. Of almost one hundred banks, not deposito- 
ries, which, during all our wars and commercial embar- 
rassments, have heretofore failed in any part of the Union, 
in debt to the Government, on their bills or otherwise, it 
will be seen, by the above table, that the whole of them, 
except seventeen, have adjusted every thing which they 
owed, and that the balance due from those, without inter- 
est, is less than $82,000. Justice to the State banking in- 
stitutions, as a body, whose conduct in particular cases has 
certainly been objectionable, but whose injuries to the Gov- 
ernment have been almost incredibly exaggerated, and 
whose great benefits to it, both during the existence of our 
two national banks, and while neither of them existed, 
have been almost entirely overlooked, has led me to make 
this scrutiny, and submit its results, under a hope that it 
will, in some degree, not only vindicate them from much 
unmerited censure, but justify this Department for the con- 
fidence it furmerly, and, in the great improvement of their 
condition and of the financial affairs of the Government, 
has recently reposed in them. Under these circumstances, 
s0 very favorable, with the new security and examinations 
provided for, if our former small losses by them, in keeping 
and paying over the public revenue, under circumstances 
so very adverse, are compared with our large losses, either 
in collecting or disbursing that revenue, their present safety 
seems to be as great as is consistent with the usual opera- 
tions of the paper system, or with the credit which must 
always be intrusted by Government, in some way or other, 
to agents of some kind in keeping the public money. In 
considering their safety, it should be constantly recollected 
that the owners and managers of banks, when properly reg- 
ulated by legislative provisions in their charters, are, like 
other individuals, interested to transact business securely ; 
are desirous of making, and not losing, money; and that 
these circumstances, with the preference in case of failure 
belonging to depositors and holders of their bills over the 
stockholders, uni ed with the security, if not priority, given 
to the Government, render them, in point of safety, gene- 
rally much superior to individual agents of the United 
States. Itis to be further remembered that many of the 
former losses occurred indirectly and remotely from war 
and embarrassments, affecting de eply the whole communi- 
ty as well as banking institutions, and from the injurious 
influence of which calamities, banks, whether of State or 
United States origin, can never claim a full exemption; that 
the correct principles of banking were at that time less gep- 
erally understood and practised than at the present tim®; 
that the selected banks, by the course of our expenditures 
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and collections, were then exposed to more onerous duties 
and hazards; and that less full information of their true 
condition was then possessed by this Department.” 

Such were the views of both Secretaries, and the only 
heads of the T'reasury Department since the removal of the 
public deposites in 1833. In 1835, General Gordon, of 
Virginia, made his celebrated proposition in the House of 
Representatives, to receive nothing but gold and silver in 
payment of the public dues, and to make the receivers of 
public money its depositaries. Sir, it becomes me to give 
the history of that proposition. At the time it was made, 
the bill to regulate the deposite and safe-keeping of the 
public money was before the House, and then, too, the din 
of jingling promises to give us a hard-money Government, 
a metallic currency, and a circulation of gold, was almost 
deafening. I knew the promises were false and the pro- 
fessions were hollow then. I knew that the administration 
could not, if it would, do what it professed, and I was anx- 
ious only that its inability and weakness and ‘‘ humbug- 
gery” might be made manifest before its measures brought 
upon the country this present crisis which I then foresaw. 
With my colleague, General Gordon, the proposition was 
sincerely made. He was opposed to the constitutionality 
of the Bank of the United States, and distrusted the system 
of employing the Jocal banks as depositories. He came to 
me with his scheme, and asked if I would vote for it. I 
told him, at first, that I would uot; that it was as objec- 
tionable to me, even more 30, than the other measure; that 
T had no scruples about the constitutionality of a national 
bank: and I thought then, as I think now, that it alone 
could insure the safety of the public money, and restore 
our finances and currency to a healthy and sound condi- 
tion. But there was no prospect of a recharter of a United 
States bank, and I was forced to vote for or against the 
only other two measures to be adopted. He asked me, as 
an act of courtesy to him, to vote to let his proposition in 
I consented to vote for its introduction into the House, 
warning him that I should finally vote against its passage 
if it was likely to succeed. I voted afterwards for it, on 
the main proposition, as many of the oppositios..members 
did, simply to show that the administration did not desire 
what they then professed, as now, to separate the fiscal op- 
erations of the Government from those of individuals or 
corporations! I knew that ‘*the party” and that the then 
powers would not sustain the proposition, or I should have 
voted against it. It then required but few administration 
votes to carry the measure; but behold! as I calculated, 
they voted against it toa man! The vote on the proposi- 
tion of General Gordon then proves, if it proves any thing, 
that there was no such desire, as the President says, has 
existed fur a long time on the part of the Government, in 
the spring of 1835! It would be as easy to show, sir, that 
there was no such desire expressed as late as the 4th of 
March, 1837. The gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Pickens,] however, is right; the proposition to separate the 
Government from the banks, and to destroy all banking in- 
stitutions, is not new; it originated with Fanny Wright; 
but the desire which the President describes has continued 
for a long time only with that part of ‘‘ the Government” 
yeleped Thomas Hart Benton. The great expunger and 
humbugger was the first to introduce the locofoco doctrines 
into Congress, and to give them character before the na- 
tion; and Jet me tell my friend from South Carolina, { Mr. 
Pickens,} that he will be deceived who thinks to deprive 
Benton of his hobby—that if these destructive doctrines are 
to come into vogue and in favor with a majority of the pev- 
ple, Benton is as much identified with them as Thomas 
Jefferson was with the doctrines of 798, and he, (Benton, 
and no other man under the sup, will ride into power on 
their popularity ! 

But, sir, however old this proposition to divorce the Gor 
ernment from all banking corporations may be, there i a 
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doctrine new under the sun contained in this notable mes- 
sage. ‘The President expressly refrains from suggesting to 
Congress ‘‘ any specific plan for regulating the exchanges 
of the country, relieving mercantile embarrassments, or in- 
terfering with the ordinary operations of foreign or domes- 
tic commerce, from a conviction that such measures are not 
within the constitutional province of the General Govern- 
ment, and that their aduption would not promote the real 
and permanent welfare of those they might be designed to 
aid.” He says the accommodation to dometic exchanges 
**is now, indeed, after the lapse of not many years, de- 
manded from it (the Government) as among its first du- 
ties,” &c. When was this accommodation not demanded 
of the Government as among its first duties? Certainly, 
to afford this very accommodation was among the most oft- 
repeated, though oftener violated promises of General Jack- 
son’s administration, from the removal of the public depos- 
ites, in 1833, up to the 4th day of March last. Every 
message of President Jackson, from the one period to the 
other, and every report of his respective Secretaries, as well 
as the numerous circulars.of the ‘I'reasury Department, the 
reports of the Committees of Ways and Meaas in this 
House, and other documents, will show that the currency of 
the country at large, its domestic exchanges, its commerce, 
and all ite monetary interests, were taken especially under 
the guardian care and protection of this same most benefi- 
cent Government, which then promised us a better currency, 
and now tells us we must not look to the Government ‘‘ for 
too much!” Surely, sir, the present incumbent is not about 


to falsify his promise to ‘* follow generally in the footsteps | 


of his illustrious predecessor ;” or does he mean to follow 
them as my young friend from Tennessee [Mr. Crocketr] 
felicitously expresses it, ‘* by taking the back tracks?” 
Sir, it is profitable now to recur to the wholesome doctrines 
of the preceding administration respecting the duties and 
powers of this Government in relation to a sound and uni- 
form currency. (See Executive ducuments, 1833-'34, 
No, 2, pages 5, 6, 10, 11.) In this report of Mr. Taney, 
after insisting ‘* that the interests of the country would not 
be promoted by permitting the deposites of the public mo- 
ney to continue in the bank until its charter expired,” he 
Says: 

‘* Besides, the principal circulating medium now in the 
hands of the people, and the one most commonly used 
in the exchange between distant places, consists of the 
notes of the United States Bank and its numerous branches. 
The sudden withdrawal of its present amount of circulation, 
or its sudden depreciation before any other sound and con- 
venient currency was substituted for it, would certainly 
produce extensive evils, and be sensibly felt among all 
classes of society. It is well understood that the superior 
credit heretofore enjoyed by the notes of the Bank of the 
United States was not founded on any particular confidence 
in its management or solidity. It was occasioned alto- 
gether by the agreement on behalf of the public, in the act 
of incorporation, to receive them in all payiments to the Uni- 
ted States; and it was this pledge on the part of the Gov- 


ernment which gave general currency to the notes payable | 
The same engagement in favor of | 


at remote branches. 
any other moneyed institution would give its notes equal 
credit, and make them equally convenient for the purposes 
of commerce. But this obligation on the part of the Uni- 
ted States will cease on the 3d of March, 1836, when the 
charter expires; and, as soon as this happens, al! the out- 
standing notes of the bank will lose the peculiar value they 


come as much depreciated as the notes of local banks. 
And if, in the mean time, no other currency is substituted 
in its place by common consent, it is easy to foresee the 
extent of the embarrassment which would be caused by the 
sudden derangement of the circulating medium.” 

He then promises that ‘‘the State banks can furnish a 


circulating medium quite as uniform in value” as that of 
the United States Bank—** probably more so ;” and after- 
wards states ** the condition of the mercantile classes at the 
time of the removal, to explain why it was impossible to 
postpone it even fur a short period.” ‘These views of the 
Secretary were confirmed and supported, of course, by the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means, made to the 
House of Representatives, March 4, 1834, precisely as the 
opposite views entertained by the present Executive are in 
like manner echoed by the same committee now. By-the- 
by, the question was asked in 1834, why the then Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was like a tadpole? = It was 
little at both ends (two certain gentlemen being at the two 
ends, the one at the head, the other at the tail) and big in 
the middle, (Binney and Wilde being there.) The report 
of that date says: 

‘* There appears also to be much force in the considera- 
tions urged by the Secretary, connected with the currency 
of the country and the domestic exchanges. The notes of 
the Bank of the United States must necessarily, in a short 
time, be withdrawn from circulation. ‘That the principal 
currency of the country, for many years to come, will be 
bank notes, there is no reason to doubt; and it is certainly 
goud policy to foster the State banks which furnish them, 
in measures tending to give them as general credit as has 
heretofore attached to the notes of the United States Bank 
and branches. That the natural and ascertained course of 
trade, circulation, and exchange, connected with the inter- 
ests of banking institutions, will ultimately produce this 
result in relation to the notes of the principal State banks, 


| there is every reason to anticipate; but their employment 


in the business of the Government, by awakening them to 
their capacities and interests, is calculated to hasten the 
consummation of so desirable an event. [t was a matter of 
no small moment to encourage and hasten the State banks 
in maturing their system of circulation and exchange, so 
that at the termination of the charter of the Bank of the 
United States, the trade of the country might not encoun- 
ter, at the same time the loss of a general currency, and 
| the entire breaking up of the domestic exchanges, a partial 

interruption uf which by that bank is now producing such 
serious inconvenience. By the latest returns of the banks 
employed by the Government, it appears that they are al- 





ready rapidly taking the place of the Bank of the United 
States in the exchange operations.” 

See, also, Mr. ‘I'aney’s letter of the 15th of April, 1834, 
already in part quoted, passim. 

Mr. Secretary Woodbury, in his report to Congress, 
December, 1834, says: ‘* The wealthy and commercial, 

for whose benefit chiefly banks were instituted, will then 
| chiefly use their bills, and sufler by them if forged or de 
preciated; while the laboring classes and men of small 
| means will, by the justice and paternal care of the Gov- 
| ernment, generally be provided with a currency of hard 
money, not exposed to any risk of failures, and to be used 

for all dealings of such an amount as their daily or weekly 
wants may in most cases require.” 

See, also, the message of President Jackson to Congress, 
December, 1835, and the report of Mr. Secretary Wood- 
bury, of the same date, (already quoted.) See, alse, the 
message of the President and the report of the Secretary ot 
the Treasury, December, 1836, (already quoted.) In ad 
dition to these documents, I refer, sir, for conclusive proof 
that General Jackson took the currency, domestic ex- 
changes, and the circulating medium, wholly under the 
‘¢ paternal care of the Government,” to the report of the 
investigating committee, of which my colleague [Mr. Gar- 
LAND] was chairman, made to the House of Representa- 
tives, March 1, 1837. See the letter of the six deposite 
— of Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, to Mr 

uney, dated in October, 1833, Whitney’s letter accoin 
panying the same, and Mr. Woodbury’s answer, Novem- 





1657 


Ocr. 13, 1837.] 


ber 4, 1834. 
to this: 

‘In proportion as this system shall be well digested and 
executed, will be the soundness and equality of value 
throughout the Union of the circulating medium ; and upon 
it will depend the degree of convenience or inconvenience 
which will be felt by the public in consequence of the re- 
cent change.” 

I refer, sir, also, to an anonymous letter in the corres- 
pondence of Whitney with the deposite banks, dated No- 
vember 8, 1834. I refer to the circulars of Whitney to 
the deposite banks, franked by Levi Woodbury, dated May 
30, 1836, September 7, 1836, and December 7, 1836. 
And, sir, I appeal to my colleague [Mr. Gartanp] if it 
does not appear throughout the whole investigation that 
one of the principal purposes of Whitney’s agency was to 
confederate and knit the banks together in one grand sys- 
tem of exchange? As a specimen, sir, of the whole busi- 
ness of the agency of Whitney and of the deposite banks, 
I will read a letter from him to John Bass, president of 
the Union Bank, Tennessee, Nashville, dated Washing- 
ton, March 16, 1835: 

‘Sir: I am in receipt of your favor of the 23d ultimo. 
In reply to your request, I have to say, that the letter 
written by a person here high in the confidence of the Go- 
vernment, a copy of which [ sent you with the other pa- 
pers, gave you, in part, what it was expected the agent ap- 
pointed by the deposite banks would attend to. I will, 
however, state, as fully as I can, the duties the agent feels 
as devolving upon him. He expects to perform precisely 
the same duty that he would if appointed by the Treasury 
to superintend the deposite banks generally. He will 
carefully watch the operations of each ; endeavor to pro- 


T herein are to be found cniter © expressions 


operations of any which are calculated to lead to an im- 
provement of the currency, or any which are necessary to 
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time fone the last fives years, sist directed to the receiv- 
ers of public money and the deposite banks. As specimens, 


I quote, first, a circular dated the 7th of July, 1834. 


‘Treasury Deranruent, July 7, 1834. 
‘*Srm: As the public confidence in the banks selected by 


this Department for the public deposites has, on trial, in- 


| creased, and the notes of most of them might become a 


very convenient medium for circulation in travelling, and 
the transmission of funds at a distance, if mutual arrange- 
ments were made between some of them for the redemp- 


| tion of each other’s bills, I take the liberty to submit the 
| following suggestions for your consideration : 


*“1st. Would it not be profitable to your corporation, as 
well as useful to the public, to make arrangements and 


| issue bills to a limited amount, payable on their face either 
| at your own bank or the bank with which you make the 


arrangement? ‘his has already been done by some in- 
stitutions, and, it is believed, with beneficial effects. 

‘¢2d. But, if this is not considered expedient, would it 
not be prudent to establish with certain banks a credit, 
mutual if you choose, to redeem and reissue a certain 
amount of each other's biils as they may be needed for the 
purposes before mentioned? This might be so arranged 


| as to expose you to little expense or risk; and, the fact 
| being known, would extend yuur circulation at a distance, 
| and often furnish, it is trusted, a currency for travelling 


and transmission of funds, 
vantageous. 


*¢ Any aid that this Department could lend to you in per- 
y I ’ I 


very safe, convenient, and ad- 


| fecting such arrangement, by transfer drafts or otherwise, 
| consistently with its powers and the public interests, will 
| at any time be cheerfully granted. 

duce concert of action ; make suggestions in relation to the | 


preserve it from being affected by the operations or issues | 


of any of the selected banks; aid and advise in establishing 
a system of domestic exchanges throughout the country, 
through the agency of the deposite banks, whereby the 
country shall reap all the advantages through such agencies 
that it ever did through the operations of the branches of 
the Bank of the United States. 

‘* The agent will also feel bound to inform each deposite 
bank which employs him, at different periods, as nearly as 
he can from the estimates of the various Departments, of 
the probable amounts each one will be called upon to dis- 
burse within a given period ; the amounts and times when 
they will be called upon to pay it over; and where trans- 
fers will be required to be made from one bank to another, 
for the purpose of meeting such calls; the banks from which, 
and the times when, such transfers will be made. 

‘*Such a table is now being prepared, to embrace the 
next -ix months ending the 30th of September next. This 
will embrace the estimated expenditures of the War and 
Navy Departments, as well as the civil list; the States in 
which the same is to be disbursed; the probable time 
wanted, and the banks which will have warrants passed 
upon them. 

‘«Tn fine, the agent will communicate to each sclected 
bank that wishes it, any information which he may at any 
time think will be serviceable individ: tally; as “well as 
give a general superintendence to the operations of the 
whole, which is so uecessary for the security of each, as 
well as for the promotion of the interest of the public gen- 
erally. 

“Tam, with great respect, your most obedient servant. 


*R. M. WHITNEY. 
**Joun M. Bass, Esq. 


** President Union Bank, Tennessee, Nashville.’ 
In addition to the documents on file here, I cite the cir- 
culars of the Treasury Department, published from time to 


‘*T remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ie — Secretary of the Treasury. 

‘*The Paxsinent of the —," 

On the 2 


was issued : 


7th of January, 1835, the following circular 


‘**Treastury DerarTMeEnt, 
‘© Washin 1835. 


Finding that my circular of the 13th December 


gton, January 27, 
cBrus 


last has not, in all instances, been fully understood, I beg 


| leave to state, 


that it is the wish of the Department to be 
enabled to present a correct statement of all the domestic 


exchange operations of the selected banks. For this pur- 


| pose, I have to request that your statements, semi-monthly 
| ’ q . J? 


| brought into the statement 


hereafter, give the whole of your operations, whether in 
drafts on other places purchased, 


notes payable in other 
places discounted, or either, 


collected. The latter to be 
after they are carried to the 
credit of the individuals for whom collected, together with 
the rates in all cases, &c. Some of the banks have sup- 
posed that the request of the 13th ultimo was not intended 
to embrace paper collected, payable out of the city. Where 
that has been the case, I have to request that all omissions 
of this description, since the Ist instant, may be added to 


the next return made to this Department. 


** As before requested, I wish a statement of all drafts or 


| checks drawn by the bank, payable any where out of the 


| place in which the bank drawing is located, 


together with 
the rate, &c. 

«* As early as convenient, after the receipt of this, [ will 
thank you to forward to this Department a statement of 
the places upon which your bank collects or purchases do- 
mestic exchanges, together with a tariff of the rates charg- 
ed, exclusive of interest. I will also thank you to state 
the extent, geographically, to which it receives, 
ite, the notes of State banks, and particularly 
selected banks; also, such as have made 
with you to redeem their nutes, where any such 
ment has been mate, 
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have been made with other banks for the redemption of 
your notes. 
‘*Il am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
** LEVI WOODBURY, 
** Secretary of the Treasury. 
** The Casuixn of the Bank.” 


On the 6th of April, 1835, the following was issued : 
‘Treasury Department, April 6, 1835. 
‘*It is understood that the instructions from this Depart- 
ment to receive for the public dues only such State bank 
notes as the deposite banks are willing to credit at par, 
have been construed to authorize the receipt of such notes 
of any denomination. The undersigned considers it high- | 





ly beneficial to the currency of the country and the safety 
of the banking agents employed in keeping the public rev- 
enue, that the more general use of specie for the small 
and ordinary transactions of society should be encouraged ; 
and as the disuse of bank notes of a low denomination is 
believed to be the surest method to effect that object, and | 
as the acts of Congress do not expressly require the receipt 
of any such notes, if less in amount than five dollars, you 
are hereby directed, after the 30th day of September next, 
not to receive in payment of any public dues bank notes of 
any denomination less than five dollars. | 

*¢ You are also apprized that it is in contemplation by this 
Department, after the 3d of March, 1836, [should Con- 
gress in the meantime make no new provision on the sub- | 
ject, ] to exercise the discretionary powers, which it is sup- | 
posed will then belong to it, over the receipt of paper | 
money of any denomination for the public revenue, and | 
to extend the restriction on the receipt of bank, notes for it, 
to all of a less denomination than ten dollars. For the 
greater security of the banking institutions employed by 
the Treasury, and for the improvement of the currency by 
the fuller restoration of that specie circulation for common 
purposes, which seems to have been contemplated by the 
constitution, it is intended then to make arrangements, if 
practicable, to discontinue the use of any bank as a fiscal 
agent which shall thereafter continue to issue notes of a 
less denomination than five dollars, and which shall, after 
some subsequent period, to be then designated, continue to 
issue notes of a less denomination than ten dollars. 

*¢ The course proposed to be pursued hereafter on this 
subject by the Treasury, is now indicated with a view to 
insure suitable notice of the changes contemplated.” 

On the 22d of February, 1836, the following was | 
issued : 

“* To receivers of public moneys, collectors, disbursing offi- 
cers, and the deposite banks of the United States. 
‘**Treastny DEPARTMENT, 
** February 22, 1856. 

** The established policy of the Treasury Department, so 
far as may be practicable, under its present powers over the 
collection, keeping, and disbursement of the public money, 
is to diminish the circulation of small bank notes, and to 
substitute specie, and especially gold, for such notes, with 
the view of rendering the currency of the country, through 
which its fiscal operations are performed, more safe, sound, 
and uniform. In pursuance of that policy, a circular was | 
issued last April, which prohibited, after the 30th Septem- | 
ber, 1835, the receipt, on account of the Government, of | 
any bank notes of a less denomination than five dollars; | 
and which intimated that other steps to promote the desi- 
rable objects before named, would, in due time, be taken. | 

«« Consequently, in further pursuance of the same policy, 
you are hereby required, after the Ist of May next, not to 
pay the demands of any public officer or creditor in any 
bank notes of a less denomination than five dollars, anc, | 
except when it may be otherwise prescribed by law, after | 
the 4th of July next, not to receive or pay on account of 
the Government any bank notes of a less denomination 
than ten dollars. 





** All the deposite banks are requested to supply them- 
selves with such a quantity of American gold coin as to be 
able to pay, and, when a public officer or creditor prefers 
it, and his demand does not exceed five hundred dollars, 
to pay at least one-fifth of such demand in that coin. It 
is also requested that the deposite banks will not, after the 
4th of July next, issue any notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars; and that after the 3d of March, 1837, 
they will not, unless the subject be otherwise regulated by 
Congress, issue any notes of a less denomination than ten 
dollars. It is believed that the amount of gold, which by 
that time shall be coined at the inint, will be sufficient to 
admit of the convenient substitution of it for small notes in 
a much greater extent than at present; and it is deemed 
reasonable, that while the deposite banks have the use, 
without interest, of unusually large sums of the public 
money, they should make some further temporary sacrifices 
to obtain and circulate gold, and in other respects to en- 
large the specie basis of our circulating medium. From 
these considerations, and from the liberal spirit evinced by 
most of the public depositories, in a late correspondence 
with them on this subject, it is confidently expected that, 
in this state of things, they will cheerfully comply with the 
above requests, and with all others which have been mace 
by the Department, with a view of improving the currency ; 
nor will it, T trust, be considered unjust or impolitic, 
while the deposite banks shall continue to enjoy great priv- 
ileges from the Treasury, to regard a neglect or refusal by 


| any of them to comply with those requests as sufficient 


cause for discontinuing the employment of such banks as 
fiscal agents. 

** Ata proper time it will be decided, under what circum- 
stances, and at what periods, these restrictions on the 
agents and oflicers of the Treasury shall be extended to 
notes of any denomination under twenty dollars. 

** This communication is made with the sanction of the 
President of the United States, and it is hoped that, till 
otherwise prescribed by Congress, or by this Department, 
these requifements and requests will be faithfully complied 
with by all the fiscal agents of this Department, and all the 
collecting and disbursing officers of the Government. 

**LEVI WOODBURY, 
‘* Secretary of the Treasury.” 

And, sir, on the 11th of July, 1836, the celebraté 
specie circular went forth, like a bull from the Vatican. 


‘* To receivers of public money, and the deposite bunks. 
‘* Treasury DeranrtMent, July 11, 1836. 

‘* In consequence of complaints which have been made of 
frauds, speculations, and monopolies, in the purchase of 
the public lands, and the aid which is said to be given t 
effect these objects by excessive bank credits, and danger- 
ous, if not partial, facilities through bank drafts and bank 
deposites, and the general evil influence likely to resul'.to the 
public interests, and especially the safety of the great amount 
of money in the ‘Treasury, and the sound condition of the 
currency of the country from the further exchange of the 
national domain in this manner, and chiefly for bank credits 
and paper money, the President of the United States has 
given directions, and you are hereby instructed, after the 
15th day of August next, to receive in payment of the pub- 
lands nothing except what is directed by the existing laws, 
viz: gold and silver, and, in the proper cases, Virginia land 
scrip. 

‘** The principal objects of the President in adopting this 
measure being to repress alleged frauds, and to withhold 
any countenance or facilities in the power of the Govern 
ment from the monopoly of the public lands, in the hands 
of speculators and capitalists, to the injury of the actual 
settlers in the new States, and of emigrants in search of 
new homes, as well as to discourage the ruinous extension 
of bank issues and bank credits, by which those results are 
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generally supposed to be promoted, your utmost vigilance 
is required, and relied on, to carry this order into complete 
execution.” 

Such are some of the footsteps of General Jackson in 
taking care of the currency! Here we see a series of 
Treasury circulars, which were issued during the period of 
the last three years, coming up to the present fiscal year 
almost, all issued by the present Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the objects avowed on their faces, to make the notes 
of deposite banks ‘‘a convenient medium for circulation in 
travelling” —to extend circulation at a distance—to consti- 


tute a safe and convenient and advantageous mode of | punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current 


transmitting funds—to take accounts of exchange opera- | 


tions—to ascertain the geography even of notes received 
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trade, foreign and domestic, without which Government 
debtors cannot be sound or able, and without which the 
resources of revenue must always be meager, unstable, or 
exhausted. What, sir, are the duties of this Government 
and its powers? Congress shall lay and collect taxes, 
duties, imposts, and excises; it shall pay debts; it shall 
make all duties, imposts, and excises uniform; it shall re- 
gulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 


| several States, and with the Indian tribes; it shall estab- 


on deposite—to promote measures ‘‘ highly beneficial tothe | 


currency of the country”—to raise the denomination of 
render the currency safe, sound, and uniform, as contem- 


sacrifices to this policy—to discourage the overissues of 
banks—taking trade, commerce, circulation, currency, 
bank notes, specie, the country, and all that is in it, under 
the full and complete jurisdiction of the Executive alone. 
And now, sir, are we coolly told that these measures are 
not within the constitutional province of the entire Federal 
Government! This is new! this is false! this is flagrant 
insult added to outrage! this is a total departure, I atfirm, 
from the principles and policy of General Jackson; and 
that, I suppose, is capping the climax of enormities with 
his blind followers! The Federal Government cannot re- 


production of cotton! It cannot regulate currency and ex- 
change, but it may take into its keeping the consciences 
and morals of the people ! 
exchange, but it may pass bankrupt laws to put in durance 
vile every State corporation of the Union! Such are 
President Van Buren’s first steps in the policy of the ad- 
ministration. 

Sir, this doctrine is so new that the President, through- 
out this very message, except in those parts where he is 
expressly asserting this strange ductrine that the Federal 
Government has nothing to do with the currency of the 
country, forgets himself, and contradicts the position from 
the mere habit of his own mind to conceive the con'rary. 
He speaks of ‘*the embarrassments in the pecuniary af- 
fairs of the country diminishing the public revenue so 
much that the accruing receipts, with the reserved five mil- 
lions, would net be sufficient to defray the unavoidable 


| ecution the foregoing powers. 
small notes to be issued, in order to circulate specie—to | says it shall not, it cannot, provide the only means of ex- 
| ecuting any or all of these powers—the sinews of war, the 
plated by the constitution—to require the banks to make 


lish uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies; coin 
money and regulate the value thereof; provide for the 


coin of the United States ; declare war! raise and support 
armies! provide and maintain a navy! make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into ex- 
And yet, sir, the President 


security of peace—a sound currency for the country! Ay, 
but he says it may demand the ‘* constitutional currency” 
for the Government! How can the Government demand 
specie, whilst the people have not specie to pay? Specie 
is no more a constitutional currency than good convertible 
paper. The provision in the constitution which makes 
nothing else but gold and silver,a legal tender in payment 
of debts, does not require the Government to exact specie. 
It is only another provision of that wise instrument which 
guards the mode by which Congress shall regulate the 


currency, make it sound by basing it om specie, and make 


| it safe and efficient by being easily convertible. 
gulate currency and exchange, but it may prevent the over- | 


| President have practised upon its 
It cannot regulate currency and | 


Sir, the 
fact is, that the Executive has tinkered and cobbled the 
currency, until it is past mending. The Ex and the In- 
health until the patient 
has died upon their hands, of their wretched quackery. 
Now they wish to give up its cure, or its resuscitation, as 
a bad job. Now their only refuge from political or pro- 


fe-sional disgrace is in saying it was ever immedicable by 


| Government. 


After exerting all their power and their 
skill to make the currency better, now that it has become 
worse than was ever predicted by the regular practitioners, 
they insist that they never exerted, and never can exert, 
any power or skill in the case; for they never had either ! 


| Sir, as to power, they had too much to destroy ; as to skill, 


they never had any to reanimate or to restore! 


God help 
a patient in such hands! 


Their want of skill and want of 


| honesty in this case would constitute murder, if the pa- 


expenses of Government, until the usual session of Con- | 


gress.” And is it so, that the embarrassments of the 


only thing on earth which can relieve itself from these em- 
barrassments, and permanentiv prevent their recurrence— 
regulate the currency? Did ‘* the difficulties experienced 
by the mercantile interests force them to apply for indul- 
gence on duty bonds before the suspension of specie pay- 
ments?’ And yet has the Government, the collection of 


afford facilities for the payment of its dues, or no power 


. | 
to secure their payment at all by some system, to strength- | 


en commercial confidence, and enlarge the capacities of 
trade? Sir, the President himself, I repeat, speaks con- 
stantly in this message, of the policy of Government in 
relation to the currency of the country, as if there was, 
and should be, some policy of the kind. No one can read 
his message, and not see that he contradicts himself, and 
does not in reality entertain any such novel and absurd 
opinion as that a Government possessing ‘he powers and 
duties which this does cannot take care that there shall 
always be a safe and sound circulating medium, and a 
sound condition of commerce, and abundant means of 





| 


| the currency of the country. 
country do thus embarrass the Government, stop its | 


wheels, and yet the Government has not power to do the | ceive, keep, transfer, disburse revenue—when it ceases to 


| ing if they will come to you for nothing. 


tient were a human being whom they had destroyed, in- 
stead of the country and its private and public interests. 
Sir, itis impossible for Government not to interfere with 
When it ceases to perform 
the functions of Government—when it ceases to raise, re- 


use custom-houses and land offices, tax-gatherers and col- 


| lectors—when it disbands its one hundred thousand stye- 
| fed officeholders—when it dismantles its navy, and dis- 
; 


bands its standing army—when Congress ceases to sit, 


| and the President no longer draws his salary—then, and 


| not till then, may he say to the people, Pay what you owe 
whose revenue is thus suspended or stopped, nu power to | 


the Government in specie; take what you can get from the 
Government, and get the specie as best you may ; Govern- 
ment has nothing to do with the pockets of the people! 
Sir, you are not willing to bargain with the people to 
hold hands off; to agree that vou will go to them for noth- 
No, sir, if you 
will not collect yearly from the people some twenty or 


| thirty millions of dollars, and expend more than you col- 


lect, they will not ask you to regulate the currency. ‘They 
ask nothing more; when, where have they claimed of Go- 
vernmentto ‘ aid individuals in the transfer of their funds,” 
or in the transportation of their merchandise?) When or 
where have they asked Government ‘*to make men rich, 
or to repair, by direct grants of money, or legislation in 
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favor of particular pursuits, losses not incurred in the pub- 
lic service?” Sir, though the Executive has reduced our 
people to beggary, by interfering with ‘* individual con- 
cerns,” most oppressively and cruelly and unconstitution- 
ally, yet have they not come as ‘‘ beggars” to their own 
Government—their own servants! All they demand is, 
in the language of this message, ‘‘ a system of general 
laws commensurate with, but not exceeding, the objects of 
the establishment of good government; leaving every citi- 
zeu and every interest to reap, under its benign protection, 
the rewards of virtue, industry, and prudence.” But, 
what virtue can now withstand the corruption of ** the 
Government?” What industry can now live under the 
present system of Government pillage?) What prudence 
can now foresee or calculate the ruinous results of wild 
experiments? Virtue is cast to the dogs! Industry is 
rifled aud picked! Prudence is baffled, and stands dis- 
mayed ! 

In the next place, sir, the President again attacks the 
Bank of the United States. Again is the dead monster 
pierced, and without doubt in time. This is now the fifth 
Executive missile, in four years, hurled against it! The 
United States Bank will be like a man hung by the neck 
until he is dead—dead—dead ! 
to hope that, like Lazarus, though it stinketh, it will yet 
‘© come forth,” with the grave clothes on. 
its coming, and therefore I wish to prepare the minds of 
the people to see no spectre—no hobgoblin—no monster. 
In respect to that institution, sir, I join issue with the Pres- 
ident and all its enemies in advance. And I do this, 
though unnecessary now, because on this subject I have 
no fears and no concealments. Iam willing to trust the 
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‘**To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of 
foreign coin,” &c. 

**'T'o dispose of, and make all needful rules and regula- 
tions respecting the territory, or other property belonging 
to the United States.” 

Such are the powers guoad hoc. Among the duties 
most important to be enumerated is that of making « al] 
duties, imposts, and excises uniform throughout the United 
States.” 

Now, sir, how are these powers and duties imperatively 
required of Congress to be exercised and performed, to be 
executed? Are not the means granted? Expressly. The 
constitution says: ** The Congress shall have power— 

**To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
other powers vested by this constitution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer 
thereof.” 

Here is a striking feature in this great instrament. 
Every power is specific, every duty is specific ; but the means 
are not specified, and the Government is left unlimited and 
unrestricted as to means, save by the terms ‘* necessary” 
and ** proper ;” that is, it is confined only to such means 
as are ‘* necessary”’ to the ends of some one, or all, of the 


| granted, specified powers or duties; and to such as are 


I see signs of | 


| duties. 


‘* proper,”’ that is, consistent with, or fit, or congenial to the 
form of our Government and the nature of its powers and 
And, sir, this distinction between the powers and 
duties of the Federal Government and the means of exe- 


| cuting these powers and duties is a full and complete an- 


intelligence and the virtue of the people who send me | 


here. I maintain, then: Ist. That a national bank is con- 
stitutional. 2d. It is expedient. 3d. It is the best friend, 
financial and commercial, especially of the South. 4th. 
And lastly, it is the best bulwark which can now, by law, 
be established in defence of the civil liberty of the country. 
All these propositions | am now ready to maintain to the 
uttermost. 

A national bank is constitutional. Congress has the 
power to charter a hank corporation. Sir, let me here ob- 
serve, that it is remarkable the President does not say in 
his message itis unconstitutional. His principal reason 


bank is, because ‘‘it would be to disregard the popular 
will,””—because he believes ‘‘ a niajority of the people to be 
irreconcilably opposed to that measure.” Now, sir, this is 
ominous of what I have more than once predicted—if a 
majority of the people shall clearly and unequivocally ex- 
press their will in favor of the establishment of such an 
institution, he will give it his sanction. Will he, who has 
lived and moved and had his political being in the breath 
of another man’s popularity, and who is now vulgarly re- 
iterating that man’s disgusting demagoguism, ever dare to 


disregard the popular will when it shall come up, as it will, | 
like the rushing of the mighty waters—“terrible as an | 


army with banners?” No, sir, he will quail into bis own 
utter helplessness! He is no hero to ride upon the whirl- 


wind and direct the storm; and, sir, if Jackson himself 
were here again, the people would teil him—‘* Sir, your | 


experiment has failed, we have been gulled and ruined !” 

Sir, Congress has certain powers conferred upon it to 
be exercised, and certain duties imposed upon it te be dis- 
charged and perfurmed : 

Its powers, in connexion with this subject, are: 

**T’o lay and collect taxes, duties imposts, and excises; 
to pay the ‘debts and provide for the common defence and 
general welfare of the United States.” 

‘*T'o borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

** To regulate commerce with foregn nations and among 
the several States,” &c. 


swer to the oft-repeated objection drawn from the imper- 
fectly understood fact that the convention of 1787 rejected 
& proposition to grant the power of incorporation. To 
have granted a general power of creating corporations 
would have granted too much ; it would have included cer- 
tain corporations, ecclesiastical or others it might have 
been, uncongenial and inconsistent with our institutions. 


| And to grant the power of creating specific corporations 
| would have been to enumerate one means of executing 
| granted powers to the exclusion of all others, upon the 








| means tosuch as were necessary and proper. 
for not co-operating in the re-establishment of a national | 


| To Congress are these means given. 


principle of ‘* eapressio unius est exclusio alterius.” ‘The 
framers of the constitution preferred rather in their wis- 
dom to confine the Government only in the selection of 
If a particu- 
lar corporation should be found to be necessary and proper 
to execute some one or all of the granted and enumerated 
powers or duties, they Jeft it to the law to create such a 
corporation under the general and comprehensive grant 
**to pass all laws necessary and proper for carrying into 
execution such powers or duties.”” And they left it tothe 
sound discretion of Congress to select, of cour-e, the best 
means thereby; inasmuch as the particular corporations 
they might have chosen to grant might in time have proved 
to be the worst means of executing the granted powers. 
It would have been unwise and impossible for them or 
for us, were we now making the constitution anew, to 
attempt to enumerate the granted means. They should 
have been omniscient to provide such as would, throughout 
all time and under all circamstances, have been the best. 
Not knowing what would always be the best to be used, 
they left, wisely left, in Congress an option of means, ac- 
cording to the wants and condition of the country, re- 
quiring the exercise of powers and the discharge of duties. 

Again, sir, not only is Congresss unrestricted and un- 
limited in the emp!oyment of means to execute its granted 
powers, except, as I have said, by the terms necessary and 
proper ; but Congress is independent also as to these means. 
The existence of 
State banks is urged, or has been—not now, I suppose— 
as a reason against the necessity of creating a national bank 
It was not necessary, because the means of other Govern- 
ments--the State Governments-—might be employed. As 
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to its granted powers, and the means of executing them, 
this Federal Government is as independent of the State 
Governments as it is of France or Italy, and as the States 
are of it in respect to their reserved rights. ‘l'o no foreign 
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power under the sun is this Government bound to look, or | 


obliged to depend on none, for means to execute its consti- 
tutional powers. 


The question then, sir, is reduced simply to this: Is a 


national bank necessary and proper to collect the taxes, to 
pay the debts, to negotiate the loans, to regulate the foreign 
commerce and the internal trade, to dispose of the public 
lands of the United States, and to regulate the value of 
money in the country, and to enable Congress to fulfil the 
duty of making all duties, imposts, and excises uniform 
throughout the United States? Sir, I will leave it to forty 
years’ expericnce to answer the question on all these points; 
the wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot err in recount- 
ing to you what the Bank of the United States did in col- 
lecting, and keeping, and transferring the public revenue, 
without costs or charges, and without loss; what it was 
bound to do in case the Government needed to borrow 
money ; what it did in equalizing and facilitating exchanges 
of foreign and domestic commerce ; what it did in paying 
pensioners, and in accommodating Government in selling, 
and the people in purchasing, public lands; what were its 
salutary and steady influences in regulating the money 
market and the value of money, and its uses in rendering 
dutics, imposts, and excises uniform! Its notes were bet- 
ter than fine gold everywhere—at land offices, custom- 


houses, to the Indian and the traveller, to the Government | 


and the people, at home, in the North and South, East 


and West; and abroad, in the East Indies, they command- | 


ed a premium! 
Twice has a national bank been chartered, and again 


| 


and again has its constitutional validity been sanctioned by | 
every department of the Government, Executive, Legisla- | 


tive and Judicial, and by all parties, democratic and feder- 
al, and admitted by every President of the United States, 
from Washington to Van Buren, Jackson not excepted, 
and acquiesced in by the people. ‘The first bank charter 
was proposed within two years from the period of framing 
the constitution. It was formed in 1787, and a bank of 
the United States created in 1789! In the Congress of 
1789, many members of the convention which framed the 
constitution sat, and more than two-thirds of them voted to 
charter a national bank. Mr. Madison, who then was 
one of those members of the convention who opposed the 
bank charter, afterwards, when President of the United 
States, gave it his sanction upon the principle of ‘sare 
decisis.” The question of the constitutional power of 
Congress was submitted in 1789 to General Washington, 
who was president of the convention, and he referred it 


| 


for solemn advice to the heads of the departments—two of | 


whom were also members of the federal convention. 


Hamilton, the then Secretary of the Treasury, the author, | 
in part, of the Federalist, who understood the history of | 


the constitution as well as, if not better than, any man, 
maintained that the power was constitutional, and Ran- 
dolph, Attorney General, dissented. The latter and Mr. 
Jefferson, who was not a member of the federal conven- 


tion, and who alone, by-the by, made the point that the | 


proposition to grant incorporations was rejected, gave in | 


their written opinions on one side, and Hamilton submit- 
ted his on the other. General Washington, who knew 
all the facts of the history of the corstitution, necessarily, 
from his presiding in the convention, sided with Hamil- 
ton, and, after months of anxious and careful deliberation 
and inquiry, sanctioned the bill to incorporate a national 
bank! History, authority of decisions in every form, 
and the practice cf the Government froin its founda- 
tion, all concur in establishing the validity of a nation- 
al bank charter. Shall these be overruled by one man 
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in the nation? 
tem ? 

The word ‘‘ necessary” was given in an absolute sense 
by Mr. Jefferson. It is plain the term is not so meant in 
the constitution, because, if so, it would exclude the use 
of all means whatever, and totally destroy all option or se- 
lection of means. One could not be employed, because 
anvther might. One is not absolutely necessary because 
the other exists. ‘The employment of State banks is not 
absolutely necessary, because sub-treasuries may be used, 
and sub-treasuries are not absolutely necessaty, because 
State banks may be employed. Their unconstitutionality 
may be demonstrated precisely in the same manner as that 
of a national bank. There are no means absolutely ne- 
cessary in all life ; there is no one tool or agent in mechan- 
ics, or power in natural philosophy, absolutely necessary ; 
bread itself is not absolutely necessary to sustain human 
life, because some other article as a substitute may be used 
as food. The very existence of more means than one, de- 
stroys the absoluteness of the necessity of any; and to say 
that one shall not be used because the others exist, is tu 
destroy the power of choosing the best means altogether. 
The constitution could never have intended that Congress 
might employ the worst, and should not have the power 
of selecting the best means to execute its delegated powers 
and duties! Such a conclusion is the absurd one to which 
thuse who oppose the constitutionality of a bank charter 
are reduced. 

The next question, then, is—is a United States Bank 
expedient—is it the best means? Sir, it is vain to argue 
this. I will not appeal to the chaos and confusion out of 
which the last national bank brought order and credit and 
confidence. I will not appeal to a comparison of the rates 
of exchange. I will not appeal to the premiums on silver 
and gold. I will not appeal to the traveiler, to the laborer. 
I will not appeal to the restraint upon an increase of local 
bank capital, issues, loans, and discounts. I will not ap- 
peal to Siam for the uniformity of the circulation of its 
notes and their value. I will not appeal to the manner in 
which it conducted all its business relations with the Gov- 
ernment—to the uniformity of taxes, or to the exact equali- 
ty, under its influence, of Government officers and the 
people, and of Government creditors and debtors ; but, sir, 
I remind my friend from South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens, } 
of the report, able, clear, and unanswerable, of George 
McDuffie, his illustrious predecessor, in 1828, to the 
House of Representatives; and I appeal to the fact that it 
was the height of the last administration’s wishes but to 
attain to the perfection of a national bank in organizing its 
system of local deposite banks! Sir, it is too late in the 
day now ‘Tor any man to presume to say, against all ex- 
perience, delightful and rueful, of all times, in peace and 
in war, with and without a bank of the United States, 
that such an institution is net expedient. Sir, I have said 


Shall nothing be decided under our sys- 


that Mr. Van Buren reiierates the miserable demagoguism - 


of his prececessor—he exceeds it in the passage which 
says: 

“The Bank of the United States, with the vast powers 
conferred on it by Congress, did not, or could not, pre- 
vent former and similar embarrassments ; nor has the still 
greater strength it has been said to possess under its pres- 
ent charter enabled it, in the existing emergency, to check 
other institutions, or even to save itself.” 

Here we see a President of the United States, the high- 
est officer on earth, resorting to falsehood itself to catch 
vulgarity and ignorance! In the first place, it is not true 
that the Bank of the United States did not or could not 
prevent former and similar embarrassments: there never 
was embarrassment similar to the present—embarrassment 
so extensive, deeply pervading, and universally following, 
a long-continued prosperity in trade, and a rich harvest of 
profound peace, It is true that in 1819 the last national 
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bank did, though like a strong man under an immense 
orden, stagger under the weight of embarrassments which 
followed war and the many years’ want of a great regula- 
tor of currency ; but as a strong man— omnipotent to save— 
it did clear away the wreck—it wrestled with derangements 
and embarrassments unprecedented, and subdued the task 
of restoring us to a state of commercial health and pros- 
perity unexampled in the annals of finance and trade. It 
took a giant to rescue the country from its oppressive 
difficulties, and a giant that bank proved itself for much 
good and no mischief! But, sir, the falsehood which I 
mean here to expose is the base subterfuge of the Presi- 
dent in treating a local bank of Pennsylvania as a nation- 
al—a United States Bank. Had he no other resort than 
this ever weak and immoral subterfuge of the vanquished 
wicked—to take up a mere name for a defence, or a shield 
and buckler? Did Congress charter the State bank of 
Pennsylvania, called only by the name of a United States 
Bank? Had that institution the credit of this federal Gov- 
ernment at its back—has it not all the opposition and 
hatred of the federal! Executive? Would not any other 
local or State bank—any one of them which that same Ex- 
ecutive has been petting and stimulating to ruin the coun- 
try—with the same name, ‘* smell as sweet?” Have they 
done any more to check other institutions or to save them- 
selves? Does the virtue of a national bank consist in a 
mere **cognomen?” Fie! fie! sir, upon such ad captan- 
dum demagoguism in a President of the United States! 
Sir, the gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. Pickens, ] 
in like manner, says that the Bank of the United States 
never restored the currency; and, sir, permit me to tell the 
gentlemen that, like the President of the United States 
contradicts himself. 
Government credit did every thing and does every thing to 
insure the soundness and efficiency of banking institutions, 
and in the next breath they boast that the Pennsylvania 
bank, without the Government credit, and with the Govern- 
nent opposition, did not, and could not save itself! In one 
breath they tell us that the Government may ‘take a beg- 
gar from off the stre ets,”’ {Mr. Catnovun in the Senate ] and 
attribute him with commercial and financial power and ered- 
it, may make him a safe and sound banker; and in the next 
breath they call out to us for help, for postponement of the 
fourth instalment, for Treasury notes, for indalgence on 
duty bonds, for the means of assisting a bankrupt Treasury, 
for the reason that some eighty or ninety local State banks, 
which Government has been backing with its credit for four 
years, have suspended specie payments! In one breath they 
tell us that the Bank of the United States never restored 
the currency; and in the next they admit that if we con- 
tinue to take Jocal bank paper, we must have a national 
bank, to check the local institutions and purify the curren- 
cy! Sir, it is true that the Government credit does much, 
it does every thing when it fortifies and guaranties a na- 
tional bank. Its credit, organized in that form. 
is now wanting; 


but it doves nothing but mischief when 
afforded to individuals or to local corporations. 
lates to excesses, and is itself weck to restore an 
rium—in fact, is the first to suffer from a state of intoxica- 
tion and debauchery. It requires more help, for its pro- 
tection, from a national bank, than it can possibly confer 
upon any other form of fiscal and commercial agency. If 
a bank of the United States not tend to restore the 
currency, why did Mr. Calhoun propose, in 1834, to un- 
bank the banks with such an institution? The Govern- 
ment was then fully divorced from all banks; all that had 
to be done was to withho] 1 the deposites from them. Now, 
sir, the Government is married to the banks—has been in 
Co. with them for years; and now, when a severance can- 
not be had without ciolence and disaster, now is the con- 
nexiun to be dissolved! We are told that a United States 
bank has never untered a period « 


it stimu- 
equilib- 


does 


yet enco fwar. Certain 


is all that | 
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it is that in no perivd of war have we ever had such a help 
in time of need, unless the old Bank of North America, 
which was a powerful friend during the Revolution, could 
be so considered. It is said a national bank could not havo 
survived the scenes of 1813-'14. ‘T'rue, those scenes were 
awful enough without such an institution; non constat that 
they would not have been better with one, knowing thst 
such scenes have never occurred whilst a bank of the Uni- 
ted States was in operation. Well may the gentleman 
safely appeal to all the intervals when there was no such 
bank, to find scenes which, perhaps, no bank could have 
encountered ; but it is sufficient for us to say, in reply, that 
it ever encountered all the difficulties it met during its ex- 
istence ; that its existence occupied more than ten times the 
space of time which its absence filled; and hence the fair 
inference might be drawn that no such scenes could occur 
during its existence as those which have occurred in the 
intervals when it was not in existence, to control causes 


and effects. 


In the third place, sir, I join issue with the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. PrckeNxs,} and maintain the 
proposition that the bank was ever and would be now the 
best friend of the South. 

Sir, no interests in the country are more dependent upon 
a sound, safe, and uniform currency, than the interests of 
agriculture, and, consequently, the interests of the South. 
The great regulator, fly-wheel, and safety-valve of curren- 
cy is, as I have shown, a bank of the United States. It 
afforded and is the only means which has ever yet been 
devised, which has furnished that great amount of circula- 
ting medium called ‘bills of exchange.” Many suppose 
that the most of the circulating medium consists of bank 
notes intermixed with a small amount of specie. Not so, 


| sir. What proportion consisted of inland bills of exchange, 


I have not been able accurately to ascertain; but certain it 
is that all the heavier operations of trade are and must Le 
carried on by them. At certain seasons of the vear large 
amounts are wanted by the South, to be transferred to the 
northeastern cities, with which to purchase importations 
for consumption ; and at ¢iher seasons similar amounts are 
needed by the North, in the South, to purchase the rav 
materials, for manufacture or reer Aa The transfer 
of these heavy amounts must be made by bills of exchan; 

It cannot be conducted by transmitting specie or local bank 
notes; the cost and insurance and delay of transporting the 
one, and the discount and risk upon the other, forbid their 
use for the purposes of transferring funds. The great and 
leading arteries of trade, then, between the North and th 
South were supplied by bills of exchange as the circulating 
medium, whilst the Bank of the United States was in op- 
eration. It had funds in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore, upon which to draw from New Orleans, 
Mobile, Charleston, Nashville, Cincinnati; and funds in 
the latter places upon which to draw from the former 
Funds were drawn without transmitting a dollar; the op- 
eration was effected simply by changing the pen from one 
side to the other of the books of the mother bank and its 
branches. No money was withdrawn from trade in New 
York ; none from trade in New Orleans. ‘I'he oblong bits 
of paper called bills of exchange caused convertible bank 
notes or specie to be paid at either place at sight, and at 
the rate uf one half of one per cent. ‘This was the simple 
and beautiful operation ; and these bills were the pabulum 
of trade when the United States Bank was stricken down 
at a blow by the mace of despotism. What was the con- 
sequence? The life-blood was dried up; the arteries were 
drained ; a large proportion of the circulating medium was 
destroyed. The consequence to the South was ruinous, 
upon a principle, a favorite principle of Mr. Calhoun. He 
calculates that the circulating medium is, to real estate or 
property, generally in the country about as one to thirty 
If so, whenever the circulating medium is reduced one mil- 
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lion, the property of the community falls thirty millions in | to killin its resources, which are almost infinite; but be 


value. It would be frightful and enormous, if the amount 


of diminution in the value of real estate and other property | kingdom of grace—you must not always strive against 


in the South could be ascertained, in consequence of de- 
stroying bills of exchange by refusing to recharter a nation- 
al bank. There is, sir, a striking and manifest difference 
between the property of the North and the South. The 
property of the North consists of money-capital. The 
property of the South consists of land and its products, and 
slaves. It is clear, therefore, that when a large portion of 
circulating medium is destroyed, they suffer much less than 
we in the South do. The diminution of circulating me- 
dium depresses the price of land, of agricultural products, 
and of slaves, thirty-fold; whereas the money oi the North 
is actually raised in value precisely in the same ratio. Our 
property will sell for less money—their money will buy 
more of our property. True, in times like these, when there 
is a total want of bills of exchange to transfer debts due to 
the North from the South, they may be embarrassed in the 
collection of their debts; but, nevertheless, when they are 
forced to sue us at home for goods purchased in the North, 
it will always take a double portion of our land and ne- 
groes, or of their products, to pay the debts. Besides, 
they are chiefly the purchasers of our agricultural products, 
and the carriers of them, and whenever they are oppressed 
for the want of a circulating medium we are eventually the 
greatest losers in the price of those products. This trath 
is clearly illustrated in these very times, by the fact that 
the chief losses of the nation have fallen, to the amount of 
forty millions at least, upon cotton !—notwithstanding that 
paragraph in the message which says: 

‘« The difficulties and distresses of the times, though un- 
questionably great, are limited in their extent, and cannot 
be regarded as affecting the permanent prosperity of the 
nation. Arising, in a great degree, from the transactions 
of foreign and domestic commerce, it is upon them that 
they have chiefly fallen. The great agricultural interest 
has, in many parts of the country, suffered comparatively 
little; and, as if Providence intended to display the mu- 


nificence pf its goodness at the moment of our greatest | 


need, and in direct contrast to the evils occasioned by the 
waywardness of man, we have been blessed, throughout 
our extended territory, with a season of general health and 
of uncommon fruitfulness. The proceeds of our great sta- 
ples will soon furnish the means of liquidating debts at 
home and abroad, and contribute equally to the revival of 
commercial activity and the restoration of commercial 
credit.” 

This passage, sir, reminds me of this curious extract, 
which I found the other day in some newspaper : 

** An almanac, published in the year 1730, has the fol- 


lowing very remarkable predictions, which have been ful- 


filled to the very letter : 


‘ By the power to see through the ways of Heaven, 
In one thousand eight hundred and thirty seven, 
Will the year pass away without any spring, 

And on England’s throne shall not sit a king!’ ” 


It is true, sir, that Providence has displayed its goodness 


and munificence at the moments always of this country’s | 


greatest need ; and His infinite goodness will ever, I hope, 
sustain us, notwithstanding ‘*the evils occasioned by the 
waywardness of man,” and the wickedness of unwise and 
corrupt rulers. God alone, and the dew he sends upon 
the ripe and unripe corn and upon the mown hay, can 
keep us from beggary and want, can supply us with food 
and raiment; but a sound policy, and wise and virtuous 
administration, would turn these blessings of Providence 
to sonic account, would establish and fix a sound price 
upon the abundance of the harvest field! ‘Truly, the year 
1837 has been like the times of our trouble; there is a 
promise of abundant harvest, though there has been no 
spring-time. 

This mighty country, powerful and rich as it is, is hard 





assured, sir, itis in the kingdom of policy as it isin the 


God! We must not throw away and abuse the fruits of 
Providence! Thotigh Heaven has done much for us, the 
land, the land of the South, groans with the folly and way- 
wardness of man! 

The gentleman from South Carolina asks where the 
capital is located when a bank of the United States is cre- 
ated? I answer, everywhere, throughout the whole 
country, according to the demands and necessities of trade. 
If we were to charter a bank to-morrow, and locate the 
mother at Charleston, the branches at New York and 
Philadelphia would become the principal wings of the in- 
stitution—that at New York would in fact become the 
mother. Why? Because the importations are there, the 
trade is there, the revenue is collected there. And, I ask, 
will not this be the case under any system? Was it not 
so under the deposite bank system, and will it not be so 
under a sub-Treasury system? As certainly as that two- 
thirds of the revenue of this Government is collected there, 
and more certainly as that revenue, under the gentleman's 
favorite system, would accumulate there in specie—there 
in specie, when specie would be so scarce, by being spung- 
ed up by Government, that it would command a premium, 
and be in fact a greater amount of capital concentrated 
there, (in New York,) than the Government would other- 
wise have. He asks, if the States of this Union were 
separate, as in the time of the Colonies, would not the 
exporting Siates import for themselves? No, sir; they 
never did import for themselves when they were Colonies. 
A raw-material region, an agricultural country, cannot be 
also a mercantile and manufacturing, a ship-building and 
money-capital country. ‘he trade of Virginia was car- 
ried on before the Revolution, by English merchants and 
shipping, and since then by New England merchants and 
shipping. ‘True, the English merchants sent their ships 
directly to our rivers on the Chesapeake, but then there 
was no coasting trade, which now does the same thing for 
us to the full extent of our wants and demands. 

The gentleman from South Carolina also complains that 
the Bank of the United States, in 1832, gave the President 
a sword to bury in the vitals of nullification! Sir, this is 
a new charge, strange and extraordinary in its character, 
and coming from an unexpected quarter. 

If it be **a true bill” against the bank, that it furnished 
the means of defending the Union in its peril, it will be a 
new and unheard of recommendation of it to some, though 
not tome. I repudiated the doctrines of nullification. I 
struggled against its principles and practices, and depreca- 
ted its effects and tendencies; but, sir, if the war upon 
Sovth Carolina had come ‘* to the knife,” it would have 
found many a Union man of Virginia fighting in her de- 
fence, though they had argued she had her full share of 
wrong in the quarrel. I should have been one among those 
who reasoned on one side, and would have fought on the 
other. Ne corps of a standing army should ever have 
crossed Virginia borders, with my consent, to invade a 
Southern sister State. I therefore say, sir, that this charge 
against the United States Bank is, if trne, no recommend- 
ation of it to me. Nothing recommends itself to me which 
strenghtens the arm of the Executive. But, sir, this charge 
cannot be tenable. Be it remembered that the bank itself 
was then (in 1832) struggling against that same President 
for its own safety and existence, and that then he was war- 
ring against it furiously, upon the ground that it had entered 
the political lists against his re-election. I cannot conceive, 
therefore, upon what grounds it is now aceused of furnish- 
ing weapons to the hands of its own enemy, and that, too, 
to destroy some of its own best friends. Among those 


strongest friends were then counted the Hon. George Me- 
Duffie and the Hon. John C. Calhoun! And most strange 
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and unaccountable is it, if this charge be true, either as to 
the motives of the bank or its necessary effects, that Mr. 
Calhoun should, so soon after the fall of 1832 as the spring 


of 1834, propose in the Senate of the United States to re- | 


charter this same bloody monster for twelve years! ! The 
gentleman, sir, must be wrong now, or his honorable and 
distinguished Senator must have been most unpardonably 
and egregiously guilty of a suicidal act of Southern policy 
in 1834, 

The gentleman boasts that the people of the South are 
an old fashioned people, and he complains that the bank, 
like Czar Peter, cut the coats of Southern village dandies 
in the fashion! This is a still more grievous charge against 
the tyranny of that monster, which it seems was guilty of 
monstrosities from the most enormous—the plucking of a 
President’s beard, to the most petty—that of clipping the 
coat-tails of Southern dandies! It did, no doubt, affect the 
social habits, as well as the political, financial, and com- 
mercial power of the country. But, sir, this objection, 
though apparently frivolous, has more in it than strikes us 
at first. It illustrates the nature and degree of that preju- 
dice which really prevails in many communities, which are 
not immediately connected with the associations of trade, 
against that institution. 

In many respects, sir, but in none so much as in rela- 
tion to the improvements of commerce and of the mechanic 
arts, are the Southern people a half century behind the 
times in which they live. Noble, generous, liberal-minded, 
brave, independent, intelligent, and sagacious, yet are many 
of them too metaphysical, and likely—as Mr. Letcher used 
to say of old Virginia—to die of an abstraction! They 
admire and cherish old things and ways; and despise, 
without much reason, improvements in the credit system, 
just as they do a new lapel or button! ‘They do not en- 
large, as [ said on a former occasion, their capacities to 
receive the benefits of any institutions of trade; they do 
not calculate their losses in the destruction of them when 
created and existing, but look alone with dissatisfaction to 
the greater benefits which others receive from improved ca- 
pacities and enlarged advantages. They claim justly that 
Nature has done the most for them; are content with what 
Nature has done for them ; and are only discontented when 
they behold the art of others outstripping their friend Na- 
ture. They are only wrong, sir, in not improving and as- 
sisting their own natural advantages, and in wishing to 
prevent others from exerting their enterprise and wits to 
make up for natural deficiencies, whilst they are unwilling 
to exert their own wits and enterprise atall. Let Charles- 
ton unite by a railroad with Cincinnati, and Norfolk tap 
the Big bend of the Ohio river, and we shall shortly hear 
no more complaints about the immense advantages of cap- 
ital which a bank of the United States gives to the North. 
If we sit all the day idle, why shall we complain that New 


York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, come thousands of 


miles to take to themselves, by internal improvements, the 
produce of back countries, which need not be transported 
as many hundreds of miles to our seaports? We must 
have trade before we have capital, and State internal im- 
provements before we can have trade. ‘Trade, sir, trade 
will make the South as prosperous and strong as the North; 
and trade will make the South as fast a friend of a national 
bank asa national bank is now of the South without trade! 

J regret, sir, exceedingly, the remarks of the gentleman 
from South Carolina in relation to Texas. He says the 


friends of a bank of the United States are the enemies of | 


Texas. I beg leave to say, sir, that tine will show whe- 
ther he is any truer, though he may be a much abler, friend 
to the annexation of that State to this Union than IT am. 
On that subject, as on nullification, I presume he will find 
the friends of a national bank divided; but, sir, he will 
find no one opposed to the annexation of Texas because 


favorable to a national bank. But what does this allusion 
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| to Texas mean? Is ita political appeal? Is it expected 
| by any quarter that Texas will unite the South upon some 
| leader; and that the South, added to the locefoco destruc- 
tives of the North, and the Executive retinue of New York 
and Pennsylvania, will bring that Jeader into power? Sir, 
| let me warn those who entertain it, that the hope is vain 
and worse than delusive! The South is most opposed in 
; reason and interest to locofocoism, and it will be unjust 
| and destructive to the cause of Texas to make it a hobby of 
| party politics. The restoration of a sound currency here 
would aid Texas as much as ourselves. Whence has that 
| glorious republic derived her loans to achieve the battles of 
her liberty and independence? The South and Southwest 
have furnished her with arms and men; the North, I pre- 
sume, has furnished her with money and credit. If her 
wars still continue, still she will want the benefit of that 
system here which carried us through the travails of inde- 
pendence—a system of credit! yes, ours was depreciated 
paper credit! 

A bank of the United States would not only indirectly 
aid the cause of civil liberty in Texas, by the confidence 
and credit, safe and sound, it would diffuse universally, but, 
as I have said, it would prove, at this time especially, the 
best gulwark of civil liberty in the United States! Sir, I 
mean all I say. The bank is expedient and necessary ; 
the only question which remains is, is it ** proper,”’ that is, 
congenial with our free institutions? What has been the 
practice and tendency of the Executive of this Government 
for the last eight years? To wield the entire legislation 
and control of this nation and its destinies, by means of the 
public money! ‘There is needed, much needed, an in- 
terposing stumbling-block, or check, between the President 
and the public purse, now more than ever! When Presi- 
dent Jackson removed the deposites, he took them from 
out of the hands of the law—of the legislative department. 
When he put them in the pet banks, he put them in the 
hands of the Executive; there they have been ever since, 
in defiance of the law and the constitution; and now we 
are asked to yield the constitutional custody and control of 
Congress over the public money, and to place it in the 
Briarian hands of a hundred thousand officeholders— 
**the eyes and arms of the Executive!” To what depart- 
ment of this Government does the custody and control of 
the public money belong? Sir, there is an obscure clause 
of this constitution which has ever been overlooked by all 
of the wisest of its expounders. I mean that sacred clause 
which reads: Congress shall have power— 

** To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
other powers vested by this constitution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer 
thereof.” 

| Now, sir, the first clause of this section is the only part 
| of it which is habitually referred to, and is a clause, by- 
| the-by, which is not favored generally by strict construc- 
| tionists, because it is erroneously thought by some to con- 
fer indefinite powers. Nosuch thing. The reverse is the 
case. By marking the latter clause attentively, you will 
find that there is not a section in the constitution more 
jealously restrictive, and especially of Executive power 
and discretion. Itis that clause which General Jackson 
| never read, or never understood. It contradicts bis cele- 
brated rule of action, **that hew as to execute the laws and 
the powers of the Executive as he thought proper.” Sir, the 
Executive has no discretion as to the means of executing 
its own powers even, much less the powers of Congress. 
The means necessary to execute the ‘* foregoing powers ;” 
that is, the powers of Congress, ‘‘and all other powers 
| vested by this constitution in the Government’—mark the 
| gradation of descent from generals to particular—‘‘ or in 
any department or officer thereof.” Does this not mean 
Executive powers? All the means necessary to execute all 
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the powers of every department, or officer, are given to | 
Congress! Does the President require means to execute an 

Executive power even? May he adopt means, however | 
necessary or proper, himself? No! he must apply to the 
legislative department. Such is the constitution ; yet how 
perverted, and abused, and tramplec on! Sir, Tam thus 
minute in commenting on this clause, so restrictive of 
Executive power and discretion, because, I repeat, there is 
no clause of the constitution which is so much overlovked, 
and never regarded. | 

To illustrate its application. ‘The question arose last 
winter, in the case of Texas—to what department does the 
power belong to recognise the independence of a people 
struggling for liberty and for an equal station among the 
nations of the earth? ‘To my utter surprise, on examining 
Judge Story’s Commentary on the constitution, I found 
that he lays it down as a power belonging to the Exec- 
utive, because he says it is incidental to the power of 
appointing and receiving ambassadors. He entirely over- 
looked that clause in the constitution which clearly vests 
every incidental and resulting power of the Government | 
in Congress. Thence, sir, is derived the power to collect, 
to keep, and to pay away the money of the United States. 
Congress may appoint a hand, an agent of the law, to do 
and perform all these duties independent of the Executive ; 
for ‘* Congress may by law vest the appuintment of inferior 
officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the 
courts of law, or in the heads of departments.” But the 
custody and control of the public money have been usurped 
by the Executive, in which almost ali incidental and re- 
sulting powers have merged, and have been tamely and | 
supinely yielded by Congress! Sir, I know of no way so 
wise and so appropriate to reclaim this derelict and import- | 
ant power as that of creating a national corporation, which 
shall be made the agent and hand of the law, which the 
Executive shall not touch or control, and which shall be | 
subject only to the legislative will! 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. P.] is utterly 
“wrong, then, when he says that to create a bank will be | 
to part with an attribute of sovereignty—to regulate the 
currency. Sir, it will regain and restore the just and con- | 
stitutional powers of Congress, and it will be the most com- | 
plete and efficient check which can be put by law upon | 
Executive absolutism! In this point of view it would be- | 

| 
' 








come the egis of constitutional liberty! Experience teaches 
us its weakness as a political engine. It was in favor with | 
one administration, the administration died ; it was opposed 
to the succeeding administration, and the bank died. Ad- 
mit it, however, to be as dangerous as it was ever charged 
with being, is it more so than the substitutes which have | 
been tried and proposed? It may, forsooth, concentrate 
and unite the money power and the political power of the 
country and Government. The pet bank system certainly 
did thus unite them and elect a President, and the sub- 
Treasury system isan openand palpable proposition of direct 
and certain union between the purse and the sword! Such is 
the consistency of these pretended patriots who war upon 
a bank as a political monster, and yet go ‘‘all for the” 
moncy in the Executive! The bank is more ‘* proper’’ in 
this sense than any substitute which its enemies have ever 
yet proposed. 

The gentleman, sir, in good feeling and friendship, ad- | 
vised me not to rely on the letter writers for a character, | 
but to look rather to enlightened public opinion. I shall | 
take the advice, sir; for, from the billingsgate which bas 
lately been sent forth from the desks in this Hall—[{Here 
Mr. Wise looked significantly at the seat of Joan H. 
Prentiss, a member from New York, the ‘editor of the 
Freeman's Journal, in that State, and the letter writer for 
his own paper]|—I am well aware that a character for vir- 
tue, honor, and truth, has uothing to expect from the pen of 
falsehood dipped in the gall of bitterness; and I know not 
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why I should have been warned not to rely on the praise 
of letter writers, when I have been made the subject of 
their constant vituperation. Some of the letter writers I 
know to be gentlemen, and the friends of truth more than 
they are my friends; but I rely not on them, but on en- 
lightened public opinion. My own convictions as to a na- 
tional bank are not new, and have not been taken up for 
a party purpose or for a season; they are as old as my pub- 
lic life ; my constituents have known them of old, and they 
are not to be relinquished for the sake of a triumph to my- 
self, or of triumph over an enemy, or for fear of defeat; 
though, sir, | am confident that they are convictions which 
will eventually seize upon the minds of all as they have 
fastened upon mine. 1 have been for a bank through evil 
report; and now that I see the great reformer—expe- 
tience—abroad, with scourge in hand to wake up the peo- 
ple to reflection and inquiry ; to make them hold up their 
heads trom individual pursuits to attend to the operations 
of a Government which has put its rude hands deeply into 
their pockets ; now, I say, when I see the hope of better 
times, I shall wait, patiently wait, for the troubling of the 
waters, for the healing of the people, for their voices to 
come up as a strong man, for radical relief of the country, 
its constitution, its currency, its liberty ! 

But, to return to the message: I have been drawn off 
singularly enough to reply to a gentleman who I thought 
once would have been one of the last to be found fighting 
for this administration. The President next attacks the 
local banks. ‘'hey have failed, notwithstanding the Gov- 
ernment credit at their back; I admit it, sir, and always 
thonght they would, and so did the administration. I am 
excited to feel some sympathy for the pet bank system only 
by the rank profligacy with which ‘*the party” now de- 
nounce their own victims. In his war upon these institu- 
tions the President exceeds even Fanny Wright herself. 
I have one of her books, sir, and I find, I coufess, some 
moderation, something conservative even in her book ; but 
in this message nothing but ‘* destructiveness” is develop- 
ed. She says—I quote her in contrast with the President— 

** And now I will concede, and it is a position I have 
ever myself assumed, that all things have to be taken suc- 
cessively and in order. But one thing is to propose meas- 
ures, and another thing to take a general view of the state 
of affairs. One thing is to distinguish where we are; 
another, whither we are to go; and another how we are to 
get there. It is by no means necessary to knock down all 
the chartered monopolies the first fine morning; nor on 
any morning that we should unsettle such as may be judged 
of real public utility, or of importance to the public de- 
fence and safety, at a time, too, when of all others, the 
financial affairs of the nation require careful, and skilful 
guardianship. Yet, I do think itis not only allowable to 
look at them, and every morning that we choose ; to in- 
vestigate the nature of their whole structure, examine their 
foundations, pry into all their hidden passages, back en- 
trances, secret cupboards, traps, and cellars ; but, moreover, 
that itis right and proper, and of urgent necessity, that 
we sliould do so. I will not quote the old proverb which 
says a cat may look at a King—a proverb that is practically 
true in most countries where there are Kings to look at; 
nor ask why, in this country, the King, which is, de jure 
at least, the people, may not look at the cat—and at a cat, 
too, that gives him many hard scratches.” 

Yes, sir, I am for looking at the cat too. The King, de 
facto, however, is the Presldent—and the President too is 
the cat which has stolen the cheese from the peuple, the 
King de jure. 

But you see, sir, that even Fanny is not for knocking 
down all the chartered monopolies the first fine morning ; 
nor on any morning that we should unsettle such as may 
be judged of real public utility. But the President and 
Levi Woodbury both now say the pet banks were corfupt. 
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Sir, I refer to the 9th page of the President’s message | instinctively to resist injustice and to spurn arbitrary dic- 
which I have already quoted, and I beg you to hear what tation. In America, mureover, such is the law of the 
Saint Levi says ; he is speaking of the little sub treasuries, | State. To cry ‘silence !” to the voice of public curiosity 
now in operation, when he says: | is here outrage; to induce silence by bribery or enforce 
**The existing establishments and officers, whenever | it by violence is overt treason. What policy is there 
convenient, would be employed without a double machinery, | or can there be in endeavoring to hide what every body 
or the organization of a new system of agents. Execu- | sees, or in making endless turns and tricks when the 
tive control would be diminished rather than increased by | public eye is opento them all? There is a mode by which, 
them, because any additional officers will be selected, not | in this country, all prudence may be secured and all p:- 
by the President alone, or the Treasury Department, as ; tience commanded. It is simply to tell the truth on all 
the banks now are, but virtually be designated by Con- | occasions. Never to mystify and never to falsify. To say, 
gress and the principal incumbents appointed by the con- | such and such is our position. By so much itis false ; but, 
sent of the Senate. ‘They would also remove all ground | in setting it right, let us beware of the leeshore and the 
for the objection sometimes urged against the former sys- | false current. And, so that we hear of dangers really in 
tem, that the Executive alone exercises an extensive patron- | existence, and not of imaginary ones invented to draw tle 
age and great moneyed influence through a host of bank | ship into some new course of error, or to keep her fiom 
presidents, directors, and stockholders, scattered through | taking the shortest course, consistent with safety, into the 
every section of the country, and selected without the as- | right one, we may be sure that ail on board will possess 
sent or check of either House of Congress in any particular | their souls in peace, and wait for salvation, or strain every 
case, and making loans of the public money from consider- | nerve to aid it, without.murmur or even a hard thought 
ations merely political or official. A very wide discretion | All on board and nothing in the dark. Whenever a meas- 
will be thus restricted, and a prolific source of suspicion | ure is right, or even when not absolu‘ely right in itself, 
and imputation of favoritism and partiality be entirely stop- | but only indispensable under existing circumstances, there 
ped. is always reason to give for it; and let it be given, and 
‘The officers, under the plans proposed, will likewise | given without fear of opposition or evasion of discussivn, 
be amenable exclusively to the General Government, and | and the mass of this nation will support it.” 
not be embarrassed, like the officers of the banks, by con- | Sir, I am no advocate of the pet bank system. I think 
flicting duties and interests in respect to the States, nor in- | now what I always thought of it ; though a letter writer re- 
volved in those collisions, jealousies, and recriminations | ports me as mak.ng terms now with Reuben, between whom 
often attendant on that position.” | and myself, my colleague [Mr. Gartan pd} is said to be the 
* Angels and ministers of grace defend us!” Who would | internuncio. I cannot vote for the conservative measure ; 
have imagined such as this from Levi? Last spring that | but I cannot agree that our State institutions shall all be 
Pharisee was brought to the book and sworn upon the | knocked down, as Fanny says, at a blow, by the Presi- 
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God to tell the truth, the | dent, after he bas used them for all his ambitious and cor- 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, about the corrup- rupt designs, and after he is forced to cast them off on ac- 
tions and dangerous influences of the deposite banks, ar] | count of the odium they have incurred by the abuses to 
he tried to know nothing. The whole system and con- | which he has perverted them. It is now politic in ‘the 
cern was ‘* as fair a “ting as ever was ;” and now we see party” to be the first to denounce them—to cry catch thief! 
him coming out in the face of his oath, and reporting offi- | catch thief! the loudest, in order to turn pursuit from 
cially against **a prolific source of suspicion and imputa- | themselves, who have been the chief of the sinners, the 
tion of favoritism and partiality!” Oh! how he must | guiltiest of larceny and robbery, and accessary before and 
have gulped at this much even ! how much more when he | after the fact to the guilt of the pet banks! 
got out—‘* the Executive alone exercises an extensive pa- The message throughout, sir, is a general and sweeping 
tronage and great moneyed influence through a host of | attack upon the whole credit system, and the gentleman 
bank presidents, directors, and stockholders, scattered | from South Carolina agrees with the President in the 
through every section of the country,” &c. All this, this | locofoco tenet that that system is inimical to human liber- 
very charge—this, the gist of it, was made by Peyton and | ty. ‘The gentleman (Mr. Pickens] ‘* preaches back insur- 
Wise last winter. Levi kept his own conscience; the | rection to the Northern laborer,” whom he puts upun th 
Globe denied ; the minion and pimp, Reuben, bullied and | footing of a Southern siave! I should hardly think, sir, 
placarded; the President pronounced us liars all the way | that he would be heeded by any laboring men of intelli 
from Washington to the Hermitage, and said here we | gence, and scarcely by a mob, if white, if they had any 
ought to be Houstonized! And now, oh! all earth and | pride of condition, or the least self-respect. He tells us 
heaven! look here! verily, every charge is confessed by | that John Milton was a locofuco. I wonder if he was fo 
both President and Secretary! What thinks my colleague, | the sub-Treasury! Sir, in this too, the President is 
(Mr. Gantawnn,] the chairman of the committee of investi- | clearly departing from the footsteps of his illustrious pre 
gation, a majority of which reported that there was no | decessor.” In Mr. Taney’s letter to the Committee o! 
agent, no corruption, no political influence ; that all was fair, | Ways and Means, dated April 15, 1834, he says: (See 
and right republican! Does this not put that majority to | passages already quoted.) 
the blush ? | Sir, I was much astonished to see the great leader of 
Never had I, never had my friend Peyton, never shall | locofecoisin in New York {[Mr. E. Moore] shake hands 


we again obtain for truth—‘*which is mighty and will | with the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Pickens, 
prevail”—such a glorious triumph as this! Sir, I must 





after he took his seat upon the proposed union between 
quote Fanny Wright again. I approve her sentiments | Northern lab ring men and Southern slaves! I can ac- 
cordially when she says: | count for such a union and such congratulations only on 
‘© But, joking apart, I would ask if, on the part of any set | the principles that extremes are sure to meet. Not that the 
of men, there be either policy or decency, in a world whose | laboring men of the North are sure to affiliate with our 
rule is right, and whose guide is reason, (or which other- | slaves; but that locofocoism is certain to amalgamate with 
wise is without either rule or guide at all)—I would ask, I | aristocracy as it now does with power—despotic Executive 
sav, whether, at the point of inquiry at which the public power, irresponsible, and seeking to be unchecked ! 
mind has now arrived, there be policy or decency in the Such were the principles that guided the administra- 
attempt to prevent, or even to retard, the investigation of | tion of Gen. Jackson in selecting the deposite banks, and 
any question whatsoever! [tis a law of the human mind ' in regulating them; and, sir, let me du Mr, Taney the jus- 
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tice ta say that, however he may have been in error in car- 
rying his principles into practice, he advanced many which 
were undoubtedly sound and wise, and he seemed to me 
ever to have been governed by fixed and well-considered 
principles. He did not appear to adopt a creed merely be- 


cause it might captivate the popular prejudices; and I do | 
not think that he would have pursued one to extremity if 


he saw that it would lead to ruin, though it might be 
‘*clapped by the crowd.” Certain it was that he was Gen. 
Jackson’s favorite Secretary, and he was very far from ad- 
vancing these alarming appeals to ‘* the poor,” to war upon 
a system which is the best protection of men without capi- 
tal. To see a poor man assisting to destroy the credit 
system is at once to remind one of Hogarth’s picture of a 
mob, in which a misguided and frantic wretch is sawing 
himself down from the top of a high sign-post! Sir, 
there are two kinds of democracy as to equality among 
men. The one tends to degrade all men to an equality 
upon the lowest scale; the other tends to exalt them to 
an equality upon the hizhest scale of human excellence. 
The former strives to pull down all excellencies in sys- 
tems or in men, and forbids all perfection in either. 
This is the ** Agrarian,” which would reduce us to the 
level of brutes, and which, under the pretence of holding 
back those who strive to improve their own condition and 
the moral condition of mankind, to prevent improvement 
from making differences among men, would, in fact, make 
industry work for indolence, the vigilant keep guard for the 
sluggard, give the fiuits of enterprise to those who toil not 
and do not spin, and divide the rewards of wisdom and 
virtue with ignorance and vice! This kind of democracy 
is the rankest despotism. It is as unjust and oppressive as 
it is impracticable and impossible. 

Sir, no Government can repress the energies of mind 
and of moral power. This low, levelling democracy may 
declare a division of property among men to-morrow ; will 
it be an equal division the next day? No, sir, some will 
excel others in character, in moral power, in sagacity, in 
energy, in wisdom and virtue and success; start them even 


as often as you may, with the profligate, the slothfal, the | 


ignorant, the inactive, the careless, the vicious, or the un- 
fortunate, and still «* onward,” ‘* onward” in advance, will 
be their course, and all justice yields them the precedeuce 
and superiority! Government might as well undertake to 
‘* fetter flame with flaxen band, or stop the ocean with the 
sand,” as to put limits by law to the degrees in which one 
man may, in social life, excel another. ‘The political jus- 
tice which entitles every man to all the advantages which 
he can fairly acquire by his merits and the exertion of his 
moral, physical, and intellectual faculties, is sustained by 
that other and genuine d smocracy only which tends to ad- 
vance and promote human improvement, and to encourage 
that free emulation and competition which exalt men to an 
equality on the highest scale of moral, physical, and intel- 
lectual excellence! True democracy ever exalts nan. It 
diminishes the power of Government, but it enlarges the 
moral and social power, and increases the political privi- 
leges of men. It makes man free to pursue his happiness, 
and allows neither king ‘‘one,” or king “many,” to hin- 
dev or molest him; it prevents Government from checking 
the exertion of his powers to acquire all the good he may, 
without injury to his neighbor; it prompts each ene to as- 
pire and to strive for every excellence and for the prize of 
stlccess ; it cheers each one in the pursuit, and crowns each 
one in the attainment of the ends of a virtuous ambition ; 
it tells all men not to stop, to reach forward farther and 
farther, higher and higher, towards the standard of perfec- 
tion ; and it strikes down the hand which would arrest the 
march of freedom! It declares in this land that all, all 
may strive equally for power and place, for honor and of- 
fice, for distinction cr wealth; and thence is derived the 
hallowed trath that the sovereignty is in the people—each 
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is a sovereign in himself—a king to compete with his fel- 
low for equality in acquiring the greatest good, and to 
make man the fellow of man on the highest elevation ! 
The credit system, sir, supy-orls and is supported by this 
latter creed of genuine democracy. The credit syetem is 
the must potent auxiliary of true republicanism. From it 
have sprung the inventions of the age; the improvements 
in mechanic arts and powers which have reformed the 
world. Whence caine the steam engine? From the ge- 
nius of Fulton. Who was Fulton? <A pennyless invent- 
or without capital! What would his genius have done 
without credit? It would have sickened and died in ne- 
glect and despair ere it had wrung from the avaricious gripe 
of a private capitalist the cash—the specie, in time to strike 
cut that giant champion of science, and arts, and civili- 
zation, and ‘* peace on earth and good-will to man!” 
How many of the virtuous and enterprising poor could in- 
dividual capitalists patronize if they would ; and how many 
do they patronize of those they could? A bank has no 
soul, it is true, but it dispenses infinitely more real charity 
than that sordid, hoarding, grasping, selfish tyrant you 
call a capitalist—a Jew! Let the ** poor mau” choose 
between them—a credit system, organized by laws which 
he may partake in making, and which make the credit 
free for every ‘‘ poor man” of character; or, that system 
which leaves the Jews, the Shylocks, called ‘* private cap- 
italists,”’ alone to make the law of trade—a system which 
patronizes only ‘*the per cent.,” and knows no law but 
that of the ‘‘auri sacru fumes!” The free system of 
eredit is in danger of being destroyed by despotic power— 
locofocoism, as mobisin ever does, is aiding despotism ; 
and it is left to the virtue and intelligence of ‘the poer 
man” to decide which side of the contest he will take— 
whether with those without capital, and who want credit, 
against the power of money capital, or with the rich against 
the poor?) The rich now say that the poor are not enti- 
tled to credit to enable them to compete with cash for pow- 
er, and wealth, and honor, and office! 

The banking and credit system destroyed, what is pro- 
posed as a substitute?) A Government Shylock—a politi- 
cal Jew! No, sir, I will not denounce it before [ have 
examined it. What is it? As yet, sir, we know not 
what it is; we are left to imagine the worst. If it could 
be well defined, I would inquire whether it is not liable to 
the very same ol 


t 


jections which have been urged with so 
much false clamor against the Bank of the United States 
Of this one fact, sir, Tam morally certain—that the pres- 
ent propositions and the views of their advocates in both 
Houses of Congress, as well as those of the Executive, all 
tend to the final establishment of a Treasury bank. We 
are asked to permit the collectors and receivers of the pub- 
lic inoney to keep it in their custody, to make them its de- 
positaries, to collect nothing but specie in payment of the 
public ! openly from one quarter [Mr 
Carnovun in the Senate] that there must be a permanent 


issue of Government 


dues, and we are to! 


paper for currency. 


Now, sir, I ask, when you have organized and systen 
! 
i 


atized this plan by law, if itis not a creature—call it bv 
i re known to the 


Will this, in fact, 
not 


what name you please—which is no n 
constitution than a bank corporation ! 
not be a corporation by law! I do 
that, when formed 
inconstitut 
rank of 


pretend 


to s 
e found tot 


ind examined, it will | 

mal, but [ warn gentlemen who say th 
the United States is unconstitutional, to | 
to what they create as 


t 
I 
2 substitute for it; 
lizble 


jections, by their own mode of construction. Ar 


to sec w 


nstitutio 


. . * 
their substitute is not to the same ce it 


be told that the General Government clearly has the powe! 


to organize a Treasury Department!) Where, 
jt Pp . 1. 
a recise) 


from the 


| by the same deductions that the power to et 


bank is derived —the necessity t 
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and the propriety of the means to the end. But the con- 
stitutional question aside, the question of expediency still 
remains; would this plan ‘* accomplish the beneficial pur- 
pose promised by its advocates?” And ‘* would it not 
impair the rightful supremacy of the popular will, injure 
the character and diminish the influence of our political 
system, and bring into existence a concentrated money 
power hostile to the spirit, and threatening the permanen- 
cy of our republican institutions 7” 

Could this system furnish a currency? No one will con- 
tend that it could furnish a circulating medium of specie. 
There is not enough of the precious metals in the world 
to admit of a circulating medium of specie alone, and it 
would be an impracticable medium if there was. It never 
did, and never can, answer any other purpose than that of 


a basis for currency and of change in small transactions of | 


trade. It can never be the substitute of bills of exchange. 
It cannot be had for the currency, if it is to be demanded 
for the public dues. Hence the necessity of a permanent 
Government issue of paper. Will that become the cur- 
rency of the country? Ic depends upon whether it is to be 
convertible. If convertible into specie, it will never circu- 
late, for the reason that the public debtors will always re- 
turn it upon the Government to call for the specie to pay 
the Government. If inconvertible, or Government issues, 
as the banks do, more paper than it can redeem, the paper 
will depreciate, or the Government will, at times, be com- 
pelled to suspend specie payments precisely as the banks— 
the Government will ‘become a greatcr nuisance to the 
people, and mure base and perfidious to them, than the 
local banks have ever become to the Government. Besides, 
if the Government issues permanently this paper, it must 
receive it in payment of the public dues. If it receives it in 
payment of the public dues, where is the Government's 
specie to come from to redeem the excess of its paper which 
may be issued over and above the amount which may be 
required to meet the demand for paper wherewith to pay 
the public dues? Whether such paper will depreciate 
will depend upon the amount Government issues: if it ex- 


ceeds the demand for paying public dues, the paper must | 
If it does | 
not exceed that demand, what is tu become of the great | 


depreciate, as did our old continental money. 


interests of trade—whence the supply of a currency, ex- 
change, and a safe, sound, and uniform circulating medi- 
un! If Government is not to concern itself about sup- 
plying a currency, why not pay specie alone, if it is to re- 
ceive specie alone? 
advocates to make this plan supply a currency. 
insure the Government interests alene, and to leave the 
people to take care of themse.ves. No, not to leave the 
country to shift for itself—it must destroy the country by 
destroying its currency. The Government will operate as 
a great sponge to absorb the specie from the banks, and 


frum its proper places of deposite as a basis of circulating | 


=~ 


medium. This sub-T'reasury system must inevitably de- 


preciate the local bank notes, and the people’s securities of | 


trade ; it must leave them to deal in shin-plasters forever, 
whilst it deals in hard money. 
er than the m 


It makes the servant great- 
aster, it separates the Government from the 
people, whilst it is as 
affairs 


much their concern as are private 


; and it makes the interests of the Government con- 
flict with those of the 


people. It demands of the people 


specie for Government, while the Government dries up 
every source whence specie can be be drawn. It establishes 
one currency, the metallic, for the servants, and another, 
B if 
sul 


the hasest depreciated paper, for. the masters. the 


meney view of this scheme is nothing compared with its | 
political bearings. 


Has the gentleman from South Caro- 


Mr. Pickeys] examined the eflect of this amend- 
ment to collect the Government dues in specie, upon ‘the 
great landed interests of the South!” He is 


that it will make u own importel 


lina 


Eure, he Savs, 
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| cal system, and of diffusing the moneyed power ! 
| too, it would concentrate about sixteen millions in specie 





But, sir, it is not in the mind of its | 
It is to | 
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the contrary, that it will raise the premium on specie ex- 
orbitantly, and that premium will and must raise the tariff. 
The importer must purchase the specie to pay the duties to 
Government, and the amount of the premium must be 
added to the price of the goods, and the consumers, his 


| constituents and mine, must at last pay the pipers, no 


matter who imports. 

But, sir, is this plan ‘* proper?” Is it congenial with 
the spirit of our institutions? The President says, ‘It is 
believed that a considerate and candid investigation of these 
questions will result in the conviction that the proposed 
plan is far less liable to objection, on the score of Execu- 
tive patronage and control, thay any bank agency that has 
been, or can be, devised.” This is the very essence of con- 
sistency. To charter a national bank will be ‘* to concen- 
trate a moneyed power, hostile to the spirit and threatening 
the permanency of our republican institutions ;” but to put 


| the whole of the public money in specie in the hands of a 


hundred thousand officers of the Government, the Briarian 
arms of the Executive—the creatures whom the President 
makes and unmakes at his good will and pleasure—will be 
a sure way of vindicating the supremacy of the popular 
will, of preserving the character and influence of our politi- 
When, 


in the hands of a single collector in the city of New York! 
The bank of the United States might, forsooth, become a 
dangerous political monster when united with an Execu- 
tive. ‘This plan is perfectly harmless and innocent, less 
liable to objection, on the score of ** Executive patronage 
and control,” though it would certainly place in the hands 
of the President the whole concentrated moneyed power of 
the Government! This, sir, is too unblushing a demand 
for more patronage and control; this is almost putting on 
the imperial purple and the crown in the face of all the 
people! Oh, no; the President meekly says: 

“¢If a Chief Magistrate may be allowed to speak for him- 
self on such a point, I can truly say, that to me nothing 
would be more acceptable than the withdrawal from the 
Executive, to the greatest practicable extent, of all cor 
cern in the custody and disbursement of the public revenue ; 
not that I would shrink from any responsibility cast upon 
me by the duties of my office, but because it is my firm 
belief that its capacity for usefulness is in no degree pro 
moted by the possession of any patronage not actual! 
necessary to the performance of those duties. But, un 
our present form of government, the intervention of th 
Executive officers in the custody and disbursement of th 
public money seems to be unavoidable ; and before it can 
be admitted that the influence and power of the Executive 
would be increase: by dispensing with the agency of banks, 
the nature of that intervention in such an agency must be 
carefully regarded, and a comparison must be instituted 
between its extent in the two cases.” 

Yes, sir, ‘if he may be allowed to speak for himse!! 
such a point;” he speaks boldly enough when vouching 
a wish to be deprived of ‘all concern in tie custody and 
disbursement of the public revenye”—‘‘ not that he wot ld 
shrink”—oh, no; he boldly argues to show that all concer! 
ought to be given up to him and his minions! What did 
Mark Antony say of Ca@sar? ‘*'Mhrice did he refuse the 
kingly crown.” Sir, if nothing would be more acceptable 
wo the President than the withdrawal from the Executive 
of the immense and irresistible and corrupting influence 
and patronage which the public money, united with his po 
litical power, gives him and the creatures of his will, I, for 
one, am disposed, gladly eager to gratify his patriotic 
wishes. I devoutly pray that you will indulge such a desire, 
regain the constitutional powers of Congress to keep ar | 


| coutrol the public revenue, and that you will rekindle the 


spirit and protect the permanency of our republican insti 


tutions by diminishing Executive patronage by every lav 
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ful means in your power. Now is an auspicious period to 
do much for our liberties, in imminent danger from this 
threatening cause of alarm to every watchful and faithful 
patriot. But no. The President, so far from co-operating 
in this great work of curtailing Executive patronage, asks 
to be trusted by law with the entire collection, keeping, 
and disbursement of our revenue; he denounces all bank- 
ing, petitions for a divorce of the Government from banks, 
and yet, like Madame Darusmont, is for a union with a 
Government bank! Heretofore, sir, well it might have been 
said of him, as locofoco John Milton says, in Paradise 
Regained, of Satan: 


*“ What have been thy answers, what but dark, 

“ Ambiguous, ant with double sense deluding, 

“ Which they who asked have seldom understood, 
“ And not well understood as good not known ? 

“ Whoever, by consulting at thy shrine, 

“ Returned the wiser, or the more instruct 

“ To fly or follow what concerned hii most, 

“ And run not sooner to his fatal snare ?” 


But now, sir, now the veil is raised—the horrid front is 
seen—the wicked intent of wedding the money of Go- 
vernment with the political power of the Executive is 
plainly manifested ; and, if the people start not back af- 
frighted and appalled, it will be because 

“God hath justly given the nation up 


* To thy delusions, justly, since they fell 
“ Tdolatrous !”? 


When Mr. Wise had concluded, 

The questton was taken on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Dawson, as a substitute for the bill; which was re- 
jected, without a count. 

The committee then, on motion of Mr. CAMBREL- 
ENG, rose, and reported the bill to the House, which, on 
motion of Mr. PATTON, then adjourned, at a quarter past 
12 o'clock. 





Satunpar, Ocrosen 14. 


After transacting some other business— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House and his assistants, 
the sergeant-at-arms, the principal door-keeper and assistant 
door-keeper, the postmaster, and the messengers and other 
attendants on and about the House, be allowed each two 
months’ pay for services curing the extra session: and 
that the police and lamplighter of the Capitol and Capitol 
Square, be allowed one months’ pay each. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to refer the resolution to 
the Committee of Accounts. 

Mr. BRIGGS then moved to amend the resolution by 
embracing the librarian, the assistant librarian, and mes- 
senger of the library. 

After a few remarks by Mr. THOMPSON in favor of 
the resolution, Mr. WHIT'’TLESEY withdrew the motion, 
but gave notice that he should introduce a resolution at the 
hext session of Congress, requiring all these matters of extra 
services to go to committees, so that the House might know 
what these extra services would amount to before they 
were voted. 

Mr. McKAY renewed the motion to refer the subject to 
the Committee of Accounts. 

After some remarks by Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, and 
Mr. THOMPSON, 

Mr. EWING moved to lay the resolution on the table : 
Ost. 

The amendment was then agreed to; and after some 
remarks by Messrs. RENCHER and A. H. SHEPPERD 
in Opposition to, and Messrs. BRIGGS, CAMBRELENG, 
and THOMPSON in favor of, the resolution was adopted. 


FLORIDA WAR. 
The House then proceeded to the unfinished business of 
yesterday morning, which was the consideration of Mr. 
Vou. XIV.—105 
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Wise’s resolution on the Florida war: and the question 
being on Mr. McKayr’s motion to postpone the considera- 
tion of the resolution to the Ist of December next— 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said that, in the early stages of 
the debate upon the resolution under consideration, he un- 
derstood the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] to say 
that he had been informed in a manner entitled to credit 
that General Jesup had entered into an engagement with 
Hopothlehohola, stipulating to secure and protect that 
chief in his possessions, provided he would give his aid to 
the army of the United States, and assist General Jesup 
in his operations; that the gallant Indian chief, relying up- 
on the assurances of General Jesup, had devoted himself 
to our service, and that, after success crowned the opera- 
tions of General Jesup, he turned upon the chief in viola- 
tion of his engagement, and drove him from his possessions. 
I was forcibly impressed at the time with the impropriety of 
the conduct thus imputed to General Jesup. I could not 
believe that a gallant soldier, who had risen from the hum- 
blest ranks to the command of an army, who had on sev- 
eral occasions displayed a combination of talents and 
bravery which induced the country to confide in him as a 
fit commander in the South, would so far debase himself 
as to decoy an Indian chief into his service, by a promise 
of protection, and, as soon as he had answered his purposes, 
turn upon his ally in violation of his engagement, and ex- 
pel him from his home. Such conduct would not only 
have been disgraceful to General Jesup as a man, but it 
would tarnish the reputation of the country, regarding him 
as the representative of the country. Feeling asI did, J 
asked the gentleman from Virginia whether General Jesup’s 
engagement with Hopothlehohola, and after conduct, had 
been the result of orders emanating from higher authority, 
or whether General Jesup alone was responsible? The 
gentleman’s information did not enable him to answer. I 
deemed it proper to communicate the substance of the 
statement made by the gentleman from Virginia, to Gener- 
al Jesup. On day before yesterday I received his answer, 
in which he says: ‘* No such treaty or engagement as that 
stated to have been made was ever thought of; every 
engagement made with Hopothlehohula, so far as depended 
upon me, or so far as I am informed, has been faithfully 
fulfilled.” ‘Thus, sir, a direct contradiction is given by 
General Jesup to the information communicated to the 
House. His letter evinces a desire to have the ‘* whole 
subject of the war in Alabama and Florida investigated.” 
Instead of shrinking from it, he invites it. His language is : 
‘*Let persons and papers be sent for; let investigation be 
pushed to the utmost, I have nothing to fear.” ; 

In reference to the supposed treaty or engagement with 
Hopothlehohola, the General indignantly remarks that, 
had it been made, ‘‘ no power on earth should have com- 
pelled him to violate it.” He would have surrendered his 
commission sooner than present himself before the world 
in the attitude of playing the hypocrite with an Indian 
chief; and, after securing his confidence and assistance, 
turning upon him the instruments of destruction. Such 
sentiments are worthy of an American general ; and I trust, 
sir, they meet with proper sympathy in the bosoms of the 
members of this House. 

Ihave thought it an act of justice to General Jesup to 
make the preceding statement; and now that I am up, I 
shall take the occasion to’ say, that I trust the resolution 
will be adopted, and that the fullest investigation may be 
had into all the operations of the Florida war. 

Mr. WISE vindicated himself from having, in his own 
person, made the charge at all: he had stated it as it had 
been stated to him: he rejoiced to hear the language ot 
General Jesup in yelation to it: but insisted that this very 
reply went to show the ipportance of the investigation he 
advocated, that justice might be done to the innocent, 
while the guilty were exposed, 
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Mr. UNDERWOUD exculpated Mr. Wise from all 
blame in the matter, and expressed approbation of his 
course, as an honest discharge of his duty. 

The hour having expired, the House resumed the con- 
sideration of the 

SUB-TREASURY BILL. 

The question being on ordering to its third reading the 
bill from the Senate imposing additional duties, as deposi- 
taries, in certain cases, on public officers— 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee, moved to lay the bill 
on the table; but at the request of Mr. Crank, of New 
York, withdrew it, for the purpose of affording Mr. C. an 
opportunity of submitting some remarks. 

Mr. CLARK then addressed the Chair as follows: 

Mr. Speaker’: I do not rise to discuss the merits of the 
bill, or te express any opinion in relation to them. I should 
have preferred that a motion had been made to postpone its 
further consideration until the first day of the next session. 
The subject matter of the bill is one on which there is, 
among the friends of the administration, a difference of 
opinion, and, I have no doubt, an honest difference. The 
gentleman from South Carolina, a friend of the administra- 
tion, in his remarks of yesterday, regretted that he should 
be called upon at this time for final action on the bill. He 
preferred to wait:until an opportunity should be afforded to 
him to ascertain ‘the wishes of his constituents. 
views I concur. In voting for the present motion, I shall 
do so for the same reasons which would influence me to vote 
for a postponement until the next session, considering the 
effects the same, neither of which determines the ultimate 
fate of the bill. ‘The vote I am about to give will furnish 


no evidence of my opinion as to the merits of the bill, or | 


of my action on the question of its final passage. The 
sub-Treasury scheme, considered as an administration meas- 
ure, is novel. In 1835, it was proposed by the whigs in 


Congress, and received the unanimous and vigorous oppo- | 


sition of the democratic members. Whether it is possible 
for the opposition to originate a good measure, I will not 
inquire. They have, however, been unfortunate in pre- 
senting at this session any measure, good, bad, or indiffer- 


ted States Bank. 
I repeat that this measure, as a democratic one, is new. 


Public opinion has not been sufficiently enlightened to | 


draw any correct conclusion of its disposition. It has not 
been, to any considerable extent, the subject of discussion, 
either in the social circle, or in the primary assemblies of 
the people. And the same remark is true as regards the 
newspaper press. I doubt whether five country papers in 
the State of New York, previous to the session of Congress, 
had canvassed this project, or given any opinions thereon. 
The Albany Argus, the leading democratic journal in that 
State—a journal which possesses great influence over the 
country press—had not, up to that period, taken ground on 
this subject. Under these circumstances, it can hardly be 
expected that resolutions emanating from county conven- 
tions could be considered as furnishing that evidence of the 
popular will as they otherwise would. All the republican 
conventions have expressed their approbation of the general 
principles set forth in the message; few of them, however, 
have given any expression of opinion as regards this specific 
measure. No one is more ready, on all occasions, to bow 
with deference to the will of his constituents, when formed 
upon reflection and deliberation, and fairly and fully ex- 
pressed, than myself; and it will ever be my pleasure to 
carry that will into execution. Were I opposed to this bill, 
(and I repeat that I give no opinion in regard to it,) I 
would, with alacrity, surrender mv wp opinion ai the feet 
of my constituents. ri 


Sir, there is No pre csing necessity for the immediate pas. 
sage of this hit) : : 


The Government is now going on receiy 
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ing and disbursing its revenue in the same manner as pro- 
vided in the bill. Should it now pass, it will produce no 
change. Since the suspension of specie payments, the Gov- 
ernment has met with no difficulty in the management of its 
fiscal operations, neither can it for six short weeks, at which 
time the bill can be acted on, under the influence of a well 
informed and plainly expressed public opinion. It has 
been my misfortune not to have enjoyed an interchange of 
sentiment with my constituents, as have most of the gen- 
tlemen of this House. Business of a private, but pressing 
nature, has entirely separated me from them since April 
last. I wish to obey their will, and for this purpose [ 
should be glad, by a personal interview, to ascertain that 


| will; and when ascertained, I shall not fail to execute it. 


Mr. C. then, according to the pledge he had given, re- 
newed the motion to lay the bill on the table. 
Mr. CONNOR moved a call of the House, with a view 


| to give time for members to come in. 


On this question the yeas and nays were demanded and 
ordered; and being taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 186, 
nays 5. 

So the House resolved that there should be a call. 

The roll was thereupon called, when 218 members re- 
sponded to their names. The doors having been closed, 
and the absentees called over, 222, in all, appeared to be 
present. 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved to suspend further proceedings 


| in the call. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, with a view to allow still fur 


| ther opportunity for absent members to come in, demanded 


the yeas and nays on this motion. 

They were ordered, taken, and stood as follows: Yeas 
171i, nays 30. 

So the call was suspended, and the doors of the hall 
were re-opened. 

The question being on laying the bill on the table— 

Mr. GRENNELL demanded the yeas and nays, whicli 


| were ordered to be taken. 


Mr. LE WIS asked the mover to withdraw his motion, 


L | with a view to enable him to move an amendment to the 
ent, always saving and excepting their sovereign remedy, | 


their universal panacea for all our fiscal maladies, the Uni- | 


bill, which he was most anxious to obtain a decision upon 

The mover refusing— 

Mr. LEWIS asked that the amendment should be read, 
but the Chair ruled that to be out of order after a motion 
had been made to day the bill on the table. 

Mr. HAY NES made the question of order, but the Char 
affirmed its decision, from which no appeal was taken 

The yeas and nays were thereupon taken, and resulted as 
follows: 

Yras—Messrs. Adama, Alexander, Heman Allen, J 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 
W. B. Calhoun, John Caihoon, W. B. Campbell, John 
Campbell, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Clark, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, 
Elmore, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, 
Garland, R. Garland, Goode, J. Graham, 
Graham, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Halsted, Har- 
lan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry Herod, Hoffman, 
Hopkins, Henry Johnson, W. ©. Johnson, Kilgore, Law 
ler, Legare, Lincoln, A. W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
Marvin, J. M. Mason, 8. Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, 
Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, 
Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Richard 
son, Ridgway, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. 
H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, 
Snyder, Southgate, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, 
A. 5. White, John White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williains, 
Sherrod Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
Wise, Yorke—119, 
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Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, 
Bronson, Bruyn, Bynum, Cambreleng, 'T. J. Carter, 
Chaney, Chapman, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Duncan, Ed- 
wards, Farrington, Fairfield, I. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, 
Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Grant, Gray, Haley, Ham- 
mond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, How- 
ard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, R. M. ‘I’. Hunter, Ingham, 
T. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. 
Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Arphaxed Loomis, Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, A. 
McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, 8. WW. Morris, Muhlenberg, Noble, Owens, Pal- 
mer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rives, 
Robertson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Spencer, Taylor, ‘Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wag- 
ener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. Wil- 
liams, Worthington, Yell—107. 

So the bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS now wished to offer his amendment, but 
the chair ruled it out of order. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired whether a motion to take up 
the bill again might not be entertained by consent of such 
a majority as were competent to change the order of busi- 
ness ! 

The CHAIR said that could only be done by suspend- 
ing the rules for the purpose. No business had intervened 
after laying the bill on the table. 

Mr. LEWIS moved to adjourn. Negatived. 

Mr. LEWIS now said business had intervened, and 
again moved that the bill be taken up, and his amendment 
received. 

The CHAIR still deciding the motion to be out of or- 
der— 


Mr. GRIFFIN, to accommodate the gentleman from | 


Alabama, moved a reconsideration of the vote by which 
the bill had been laid on the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded. 

Mr. BORDEN moved to lay the motion for a recon- 
sideration on the table, and demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. Being taken, they resulted as fol- 
lows : 

Yras—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. 
Allen, Ayerigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Bouldin, 
Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, 
J. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Corwin, Cranston, Crock- 
ett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, De- 
berry, Denn’s, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fill- 
more, J. Garland, R. Garland, Goode, J. Graham, W. 
Graham, Graves, Grennell, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, H. 
Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Kilgore, Lawler, Legare, Lin- 
coln, A. W. Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, J. M. Ma- 
son, 8. Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, Menefee, Mercer, 
Milligan, M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, 
Patterson, Patton, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Rumsey, 
Kussell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Stanly, 
Stewart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Underwood, A. 8. White, J. White, E. 
Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8. Williams, J. L. Williams, 
C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke—118. 

Nars—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Bynum, Cambreleng, T. J. Carter, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, 
Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Far- 
rington, Fairfield, I. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, 
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Glascock, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Howard, Hubley, 
W. H. Hunter, R. M. T. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jack- 
son, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Arphaxed Loomis, 
Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, 
McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, 8S. W. 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, 
Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Plumer, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Richardson, Rives, Rob- 
ertson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Spencer, ‘l'aylor, Thomas, Titus, 
Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, J. W. Williams, Worthington, Yell—105. 
So the House ordered the motion to lie on the table. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE DEPOSITE BANKS. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG now moved that the House go 
inte Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which motion prevailing, Mr. Howarp, of Maryland, was 
called to the chair of the committee. 

The committee took up the bill from the Senate to adjust 
the accounts of the late deposite banks. 

The bill is in the following words : 


An Act for adjusting the remaining claims upon the late 
deposite banks. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to continue to withdraw 
the public money, now remaining in any of the former de- 
posite banks, in a manner as gradual and convenient to the 
institutions as shall be consistent with the pecuniary wants 
of the Government, and the safety of the funds thus to be 
drawn; and that no further interest than that required by 
the deposite act of the twenty-third of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six, under which those deposites 
were made, shall be demanded of any bank which has met, 
and shall hereafter meet, the requisitions of the Depart- 
ment. This provision shall also extend to such public 
moneys as may remain in any of the said banks, whether 
standing to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, 
or of any disbursing or other public officer of the Govern- 
ment. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case of neg- 
lect or refusal by any of the said banks to comply with the 
requisitions of the Secretary of the Treasury, as he shall 
make them, in conformity with the first section of this act, 
suits shall be instituted, where that has not already been 
done, to recover the amounts due to the United States, 
unless the defaulting bank shall forthwith cause to be exe- 
cuted and delivered to the Secretary of the T'reasury a bond, 
with security to be approved by the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, to pay to the United States the whole moneys due 
from it in three instalments; the first to be paid at the ex- 
piration of four months from the passage of this act, the 
second at the expiration of six months, and the remaining 
instalment at the expiration of nine months from the same 
period ; and interest thereupon at the rate of six per centum 
per annum, from the time of default, together with any 
damages which may have accrued to the United States from 
protests of drafts drawn upon it, or from any other conse- 
quences of its failure to fulfil its obligations to the public 
Treasury. 

To this bill Mr. Loomis, of New York, had moved, in 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
on the 10th of October, the following amendment to the 
first section : 

‘* Providing, that all banks give security for the payment 
of four per cent. per annum on all cums of money remain- 
ing in their possession as deposites.” 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, suggested to Mr. L. to 
adopt a modification of his motion, to which, after some 
desultory explanations as to the wording of the bill, he 
consented. 


rai 


ER AL o_- 








1587 GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 1688 








H. or R.} Accounts of the Deposite Banks. [Ocr. 14, 1837. 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, opposed the amendment | If a bank had not complied with its engagements, though 
as modified, and wished to introduce a different one. the default should be ever so small, this section has no ap- 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, spoke in explanation of | plication to the case. It simply says to those which have 
the amendment he had offered to the bill. fulfilled all their engagements, we will not play the Shy- 
Mr. LINCOLN preferred the amendment of Mr. Loo- | lock with you, because you have been true to your engage- 
mis to that of Mr. Gantanxn. He thought the deposite | ments. The next section of the bill proposes to put the 
banks should be charged with interest for the use and en- | claims described in the first section in suit. This certainly 
joyment of the public money. He looked upon the bill as | could not be done, inasmuch as the only banks to which 
inseparably connected with the bill to"postpone the payment | any direct allusion is had in that section are those which 
of the public deposites, and he was opposed to any action | have met and shall meet all their engagements. This was 
of the House which would relieve the Government from | the first inquiry Mr. A. wished to make. The committee 
compliance with that law, providing for the payment of | could decide for themselves how far it had been answered, 
that portion of the surplus revenue which shall be due to | and what necessity there was for the passage of any such 
the States on the Ist day of January, 1839. law as is now proposed. 
Mr. L. showed the connexion between this and the The second question he would propound (and he asked 
postponement Dill, going into the subject at some length. | pardon of the gentleman from New York, Mr. Camaret- 
He had not finished, when the House took the usual | ene, for troubling him, but he confessed that his faculties 
recess, of comprehension did not permit him to understand the 
phraseology of the bill) was, what is meant by “ no further 
Mr. LINCOLN closed his remarks, begun before the | interest” in this section? He would ask, what ‘* further 
House took its recess. interest” could be demanded than that contemplated by the 
Mr. MARTIN, of Alabama, followed, and went into a | act of 1836? ‘The object of a law was ever to remedy 
view of the general policy of the bill, suggesting, at the | some existing evil; but in this case the terms of the law 
close, to the mover of the pending amendment a modifica- | itself deny that any evil exists. 
tion of the same, to the effect that the bond contemplated Mr. Campretene rose quickly, and remarked that at so 
by the bill be given for the payment of the moneys due the | late a period of the session, the last working night, he 
Government, in three instalments; the first on the first of | could not waste his time in discussing nouns and pronouns, 
July, 1838, the second in six months afterwards, and the | verbs and adverbs, with the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
third in twelve months, after default: provided that such | Mr. Avams resumed. Well, sir, as language is com- 
deposite banks as belong exclusively to the State in which | posed of nouns and pronouns, verbs and adverbs, when 
they are situated, and for the payment of which the faith of | they are put together to constitute the law of the land, the 
such State is pledged, shall not be required to give the se- | meaning of them may surely be demanded of the legisla- 
curity in this section contemplated. | tor, and those parts of speech may well be used for such 
Mr. ADAMS now rose, and said he had some inquiries | a purpose. But if such explanation be impossible, it cer- 
to make in regard to the meaning of the first section of the tainly ought not to be expected that this House will con- 
bill. He would ask the chairman of the Committee of | sent to pass a law composed of nouns and pronouns, verbs 


Ways and Meuns to what banks the following words were | and adverbs, which the author of it himself does not under- 
intended to apply : ** And that no further interest than that | stand. 


required by the deposite act of the twenty-third of June, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, under which 
those deposites were made, shall be demanded of any bank 
which has met, and shall hereafter meet, the requisitions 
of the Department.” 

Mr. CamBrecene replied that the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had answered his own interrogatory, by reading | 
from the bill itself. ‘The section simply meant to hold the 
deposite banks to the performance of their obligations. 

Mr. Apams resumed. He could not perceive the need 
of any law at all on the subject, unless there was some 
particular allusion in this provision of the bill to delinquent 
banks. According to this reply of the chairman of the 


Committee of Ways and Means, the banks that have paid | would go for such an amendment, although he should af- 
every dollar they owed the Treasury, and faithfully com- | terwards vote against the bill. He should not himself of- 
plied with their engagements, are to be treated precisely as | fer any such amendment. He would suppose that it was 
defaulting banks are. generally believed by members, who had not particularly 

Mr. CamBretene remarked that the act would hold out | noted the phraseology of the bill, that it was intended to 
inducements to comply faithfully with their engagements. | relieve delinquent deposite banks—banks which had sus- 

Mr. Anams. But of what earthly use is it to make such | pended specie payments—banks which had not met the re 
an inducement for those banks which have already and al- | quisitions of the Department—banks which had dishonor- 
ways done this? This was somewhat insulting to such | ed its drafts, and thereby become liable to the demand of 
institutions. ‘The question was not answered; and he | some further interest than that required by the deposite 
conceived that if the bill were to pass in its present form, | act of 23d June, 1836; which further interest it is the pur- 
it would not operate as any relief to the deposite banks; | pose of this provision of the bill to relinquish, on the part 
being simply an act declaring that the Government will | of the United States. But this section has no reference 
not charge with unlawful interest any institution which | to any such bank. It applies solely and exclusively to 
has always faithfully performed its engagements. The law | banks which have met, and shall meet, all the requisitions 
would be a perfect dead letter. And here Mr. A. referred | of the Department—which have not suspended specie pay- 
again to the language of the bill. It provides, he said, | ments—which have punctually paid, and shall hereafter 
that the money was to be positively drawn—in a gradual | pay, every dollar of draft due by them ; and with exquisite 
manner—with no further interest chargeable thereon than | absurdity this section provides that no further interest shall 
that provided by the deposite act of 1836, to any bank | be demanded of them than that required by the deposite 
which has met, and which shall meet, its engagements. act of June, 1836; that is, that the Government wil! not 


Evenine Session. 





But. sir, the act goes on to provide as follows: ‘* This 
provision shall also extend to such public moneys as may 
remain in any of the said banks, whether standing to the 
credit of the ‘Treasurer of the United States, or of any dis- 
| bursing or other public ofticer of the Government.” 

Mr. A. would ask, what suit could be brought on the 
first section of this bill against any bank or corporation ! 
It operates on nothing. It is a dead letter, and ought not 
to he adopted by this committee. 

Mr. A. presumed that the bill was susceptible of amend- 
ment; and if the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or any other gentleman, would move such a one 
as would make the bill operative for some end or object, he 
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demand of them that which it has not the shadow or pre- | 
tence of a right to demand. Now, Mr. A. said, he would 
suppose it intended to apply to the delinquent banks, and 
he must ask another question, which, in the opinion of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, might 
seem to betray great ignorance on his part, and that was, 
what was the true import of the proviso contained in this | 
bill, that ‘*no further interest shall be demanded of the 
banks, though delinquent, than that required by the depos- | 
ite act of 23d June, 1836 ?”’ 

It was necessary to presuppose, in order to give any 
meaning to this passage, that the Government have a right 
to demand something more than this; and, although the | 
chairman of the Committee ‘of Ways and Means was so | 
unwilling to answer his questions, he must still hold him 
responsible to the committee for a proper explanation of | 
his own proposition. And what does the Government, in 
this section, resign by this promise? What is the sub- | 
stance of this promise? What right have we to demand 
what this bill makes us promise to resign? Mr. A. took 
it for granted that it was some penalty incurred by the de- | 
linquent banks, in not meeting the demands of the Gov- 
ernment, that was intended hereby to be relinquished, on 
certain conditions. By the charters of most banks, so far 
as he knew, the suspension of specie payments forfeited 
their charters, or subjected them to the payment of extra- | 
ordinary interest. The charter of the late Bank of the 
United States required the payment of twelve per cent. 
per annum interest after refusal to pay specie; and the | 
banks of his own State, (Massachusetts, ) by suspending 
specie payments, incurred the penalty of paying twenty- | 
four per cent. interest. Mr. A. took this section to apply 
to such provisions as these in the charters of the deposite | 
banks; and he demanded again for whom this relief was. | 
intended ? What is relinquished in each of the contem- 
plated cases? The country should know. It was not | 
our own claims that were to be given up or compromised, | 
but those of the people of the United States. It was their 
money which these banks were refusing to pay. Now 
this bill promises to relinquish every thing-—the penalty, 
whatever it may be, in each case, the extra interest, every 
thing, in short, if the banks will only pay the Government | 
what they owe in a reasonable time. Now, will the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means tell this 
committee what this is which he proposes to give away, 
and relinquish to these banks, in the name of the people ? 

Mr. CAMBRELENGé said he had but one way of're- 
sponding to the gentleman from Massachusetts—he would 
call for the consideration of some other bills before the 
committee. 

Mr. ADAMS called the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to order, and the latter resumed his seat. 

Mr. LYON remarked that, by a provision in the char- 
ter of one of the banks alluded to, the Bank of Alabama, 
no penalty for the non-redemption of its notes in specie 
could be demanded by the United States of that institution. 

Mr. ADAMS asked how it then happened that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury had confided the public money to 
an institution in which it was not protected by the liability 
of such institution to the same penalty as in other cases? 
it was the duty of Congress to see that justice was done 
to this Government as to the keeping safely of the public 
moneys. Ifthe Secretary of the Treasury had acted thus, he 
had wasted and risked the safety of the money of the people. 

But the section referred to does not apply even to the 
Bank of Alabama. Even though that institution has fail- 
ed to comply with its obligations to the Government, it is 
not held by any penalty in the act before the committee to 
answer fur its delinquency. It is perfectly clear, and may | 
safely continue in such delinquency, for this provision 
of the act is, to all intents and purposes, even if pass- 
ed, a dead letter. And thus gentlemen are in a dilemma. 


| of dollars ! 


Either the bank has subjected itself to the payment of ex- 
tra interest by refusing to pay specie, or the Secretary of 
the Treasury has made with that bank a ruinous bargain, 
(so far as the country is concerned, ) by which it escapes 
with impunity. And, by the way, it might be remarked, 
(said Mr. A.,) that this answers another gentleman who had 
complained of the bill before the committee as an ex post 


| facto law, and oppressive and cruel in its operations upon 


the State he came from. Certainly there was nothing 
cruel in the terms of the act; but, on the contrary, it was 
excessively indulgent to all the delinquent banks. 

Mr. A. remarked that the committee now perceived the 
relation in which the Bank of Alabama stood to the State 
itself—the bank itself being the State. But it had been 
said by a gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Caampens) that 


| it was impossible, in this particular case, to raise the money 


required. What, sir, asked Mr. A., is the credit of the 
State of Alabama worth nothing? Sir, could not the 
State of Alabama raise by her credit, in twenty-four hours, 
a loan of one million of dollars, and pay off this debt of 
her bank? [Mr. Cuarman said, *‘ Yes, at five per cent. 
interest.”] It was, then, perfectly possible, and it was 
natural that the gentlemen from that State should feel in- 
dignant at the imputation that it was not, especially when, 


| as had been said by one of them, [Mr. Cuarman,] that 


that State could, at any moment, raise a loan of a million 
And where, then, asked Mr. A., would be 
the charge of cruelty on the part of this dead-letter law ! 
As to the second section of the bill, Mr. A. did not 
know any very strong objections which could be brought 
against it. He referred to the provisions of the law of 
June, 1836, depositing the surplus money in the ‘Treasury 
with the States, and adverted to the facts that three of the 
instalments, authorized by that act of Congress, had been 


| paid over, and that the fourth instalment, payable on the 


first day of the current month, had been postponed, by a 
recent act, until January, 1839. In connexion with these 
facts, Mr. A. took a comparative view of the amounts to 
which the States were severally entitled, on the Ist of Oc- 
tober, 1837, under the deposite act of June, 1836, and of 
the amounts of public moneys actually on deposite with 
the several States in July and August, 1837, observing 
that he derived these statements from the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Mr. Chairman, continued Mr. A., there is one point of 
view in which this bill, together with that to which it is a 
mere supplement or rider—I mean the bill for the post- 
ponement of the fourth instalment of the deposites with 
the States—is so deeply interesting to my immediate con- 
stituents, to those of my colleagues, and to those of many 
other members of this House, that J deem it my indispen- 
sable duty to expose it to the House and to the country, 
in minute, though in dry and tedious detail. As a pre- 
liminary to which, I must read so much of the deposite act 
of the 23d of June, 1836, as prescribes the payment of the 
deposites to the States. It is ia these words: 

“*Sec. 13. And he it further enacted, That the money 
which shall be in the Treasury of the United States on the 
Ist day of January, 1837, reserving the sum of five mil- 
lions of dollars, shall be deposited with the several States 
in proportion to their respective representation in the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives of the United States, as 
shall by law authorize their treasurers or other competent 
authorities to receive the same on the terms hereinafter 
specified, &c. 

**Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the said 
deposites shall be made with the said States in the follow- 


| ing proportions, and at the following times, to wit: one- 


quarter part on the first day of January, 1837, or as soon 


| thereafter as may be; one-quarter part on the first day of 
| April; one-quarter part on the first day of July ; and one- 


quarter part on the Ist day of October, all of the same year.” 
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The conditions were accepted by all the States. The 
pledge, you will observe, was positive and unqualified. 
The surplus (reserving the five millions) actually in the 
Treasury on the first day of January last, was all positive- 
ly and expressly devoted to be deposited with the States. 
The word appropriated was not used, because it was to be 
a deposite ; but the identical money was as specifically de- 
noted as it could have been by a direct appropriation. 

Accordingly, on the third day of January, 1837, the 
Secretary of the T'reasury reported to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, that the balance in the Treasury 
on the first day of that month, subject to be apportioned 
among the different States, had been ascertained to be 
thirty-seven million four hundred and sixty-eight thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-nine dollars ninety-seven cents. 
And appended to that report was a statement of the sums 
payable to each of the several States of the Union, in the 
fulfilment of that act in the course of the present year. 

The first, second, and third instalments have according- 
ly been paid—excepting a part of the third, which yet re- 
mains in transitu; and on the first day of this month the 
sum of $9,367,214 99 should have been paid to the seve- 
ral States in the same proportion as the three previous in- 
stalments ha been paid, and as had been specified in the 
report of the Secretary of the ‘I'reasury to the House of 3d 
of January, 1837. 

The money was, on the Ist of October, all in the depos- 
ite banks selected by the Secretary of the Treasury himself. 
It was to have been expeeted that, with the ample notice 
which he had enjoyed of more than fifteen months since 
the enactment of the deposite law, he would at least have 
taken care to place in the deposite banks of each State a 
sum adequate to the payment of the instalment payable to 
that same State. By this simple operation, when the Ist 
day of October came, the instalment due each State would 
have been deposited in its own banks, ready to be passed 
to the credit of its treasurer, or other officer duly authorized 
to receive the money. 

Instead of this, what had the Secretary of the Treasury 
done with it? I hold in my hand a comparative statement 


| 


| Specie payments by any of the banks. 


nine cents, which on that very first of October wasa ctu- 
ally deposited in the favorite depository banks so cordially 
cherished and so often eulogized by the profound calculator 
of the Treasury Department. ‘The money was all there. 
At least it had been all there; and if it had been, at the 
special recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
scattered abroad in discounts among the people, to purchase 
friends to the administration, he was at least responsible 
that the money should be forthcoming when it should be 
wanted for the payment of the fourth instalment. He had, 
I say, more than fifteen months’ notice of that coming day— 
more than ten months’ notice of it before the suspension of 
The specie circular 
was issued within twenty days after the enactment of the 
deposite law. Nothing but the constitutional currency, 
gold and silver, was, with a trifling exception, to be re- 
ceived at all the land offices for tive proceeds of sales of the 
public lands. Why is it that the Secretary had not, before 


| the first of October, 1837, placed in deposite in the banks 
| of each State in the Union a sum sufficient to pay the in- 


stalment due to that State on that dav? Why is it that, 
after draining the Atlantic States of their gold and silver, 
to pay at Western land offices, and into Western banks, 
for all the wild speculations in Western lands, when the 
day of payment comes for the fourth instalment, the funds 
are found all or nearly all drawn off from all the deposite 
banks in the Atlantic States, and millions upon millions, 
not of constitutional currency, but of unavailable funds of 
tags and shin-plasters, are heaped up in those very West- 
ern and Southwestern States, where the land was sold, and 
where the specie circular was to prove a mine ‘‘ outshining 
far the wealth of Ormus or of Ind ?” 

(Mr. A. referred to the following statement, which he 
held in his hand :} 


| Comparative statement of the sums which each State of the Union was, 


of the sums which each of the States was, by the deposite | 


act of the 23d of June, 1836, entitled, on the Ist of Octo- 
ber, 1837, to receive, with the sums in actual deposite, in 


the late deposite banks throughout the Union, at the com- | 


mencement of the present session, and again with the bal- 


ances due by the same deposite banks on the 4th of Octo- | 


ber, three days after the fourth instalment of the deposite 
with the States should have been paid. 

It is a very curious paper; and, as the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means laid before the House, and 


obtained an order for the printing of a statement by himself 


of the condition of the Treasury, if I possessed as much as 
he does of the favor of the House, I would solicit the same 
privilege for this statement of mine, all drawn from the re- 
ports of the Secretary of the Treasury himself. But I shall 
not make that request. I shall merely publish it for the 
information of the people, and I commend it to the special 
attention of the members upon this floor, of what used to 
be called the good old thirteen States; above all, to the rep- 
resentatives of the six New England States, that they may 
see how naturally the money of this Union flows to the 
North or to the East. And, as some of them bave been 
taught, by sundry learned statistics of the Globe, to think 
that the payment of the fourth instalment of the deposites 
ought to be repealed, because it would require a new tax 
upon the people, I respectfully ask them to perform the 
simple process of arithmetical subtraction of nine million 
three hundred and sixty-seven thousand two hundred and 
fourteen dollars and ninety-nine cents, the whole sum 
which should have been paid to the States on the Ist of Oc- 
tober, from the sum of nine million eight hundred and one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one dollars and forty- 


by the deposite act of 23d June, 1836, entitled to receive on the Ist of 
October, 1837 ; with the sums which were actually in deposite in the 
depesite banks of each State, in July and August, 1837, as appears in 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the finances at the com- 
mencement of the session ; and with the balances still due by the said 
banks, on the 4th of October, 1837, according to the Treasurer’s week- 
ly statement of that date, appende.i to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to the House a Representatives, of 6th October, 1537 : 
showing the suins drawn from the deposite banks between August 
and October. 









































TABLE. 
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States msleee S/S) MSs |B) SeB 
isi ee8S-)%| 833 [sl] sFz 
= S338 oe = | Sea — = 5 3 
| Fez23| 2 | 82 || g=3 
Maine - - - - -} 10] 318,612] 5) $117,042) 3) $41,708 
New Hampshire. -| 7 223,028 | 6 | 114,026 5 63,635 
Massachusetts - -|14| 44667] 4| 81,278| 4] 42,891 
Rhode Island- - -| 4 27,445 | 2 | 5,433 | 2 1,133 
Vermont - - - -| 7 223,028 | 2) 588 | 2) 466 
Connecticut -| 8 254,890 | 2] 31,629 | 3 7,409 
New York- - - - | 42] 1,338,173] 15 | 1,386,919 | 14} 803,570 
New Jersey - - -| 8 254,890 | 3} 95,506 |; 3| 37,292 
Pennsylvania - | 30 955,838 | 2| 255,445] 3] 131,857 
Delaware - - -| 3 95.583! 1; 2906 | 1 2,906 
Maryland - - + -| 10 318,612 | 2] 280,198) 2) 212,102 
Virginia- - - - -| 3 732,809 | 4] 403,136 | 3 739,302 
North Carolina - + | 15 477,919} 1 | 146,030) 1) 64,638 
South Caroling - -} 11] 350,474] 4] 111,590] 2] 125,433 
Georgia- - - [11 | 350,474) 3} 172,269 3 | 119,706 
Alabama -| 7] 223,028} 1! 1,920,956! 1 | 906,379 
Mississippi- -| 4 127,445 | 2| 1,744,373} 2 | 1,656,367 
Louisiana - -| 5 159,306 | 2 | 1,450,023) 2) 918,749 
Missouri - -| 4 127,445 | 1 | 589,327} 2] 355,280 
Kentucky - - - -|15] 477.919] 4] 843,246) 4/| 845,053 
Tennessee- - - | 15 477,919 | 2) 514,516 | 2 | 182,932 
Ohio- - - - - -/21 | 669,086] 8) 1,127,979; 8 | 960,061 
Indiana- - - - -| 9| 296751| 5| 743129] 5| 660,723 
Illinois- - - - -| 5 159,306} 1}  39,795| 1] 39,323 
Arkansas - - - ~« 3 95,583 | 
Michigan 3 | 95,583 f 2 998,( 50 2 882,994 
| $9,367,214 | $12,275,302 | $9,301,921 
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{In the above table Mr. A. was so particular as to cal- 
culate not only the cents but the fractions of cents, in the 
proportion of the surplus due to each State ; but for the sake 
of compressing the table into convenient width, we have 
omitted both the cents and the fractions. ] 

Let us now compare the threec o]umns of this compara- 
tive statement with each other, and see how the different 
States of the Union have been treated, first by the deposite 
law, the act of Congress, and secondly by the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the executive administration. 

The first column shows the sum which each State of 
the Union was, by the deposite act of 23d June, 1836, 
entitled on the Ist of this present month of October to 
receive. 

The second column shows the amount which the depos- 
ite banks in each State had received from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and was due from them at the commence- 
ment of the present session of Congress. 

The third column shows the amount of balances still 
due from the same deposite banks on the 4th day of the 
present month, that is, precisely at the time when the 
fourth instalment should have been paid. 

Examine this statement, and you will find that on the 
first of this month the State of Maine was entitled to re- 
ceive $318,612 75; that at the commencement of this ses- 
sion there were in the five deposite Lanks of that State 
only $117,042 95; and that on the 4th of October that sum 


had been reduced to $41,708 92. Maine, therefore, was | 


entitled to receive largely more than $300,000. She had 
received in deposite in her banks on the first day of this 


session, $117,000; and this scanty sum had, on the Ist of | 


October, been reduced to $41,708 92. Little short of 


two hundred and eighty thousand dollars has thus been | existed when the Secretary of the Treasury announced the 


filched from the people of the State of Maine, and given, 
for the present at least, to the States at the south and west- 
ern extremities of the Union. 

The State of New Hampshire was entitled to receive 

223,028 92. She had in six deposite banks at the com- 
mencement of the session $114,026, 31; out of which 
were squeezed before the 4th of October so much as left 
only $63,635 98. Her contribution to the Southwestern 


Accounts of the Deposite Banks. 





banks was only about one hundred and sixty thousand dol- | 


lars. The Secretary cannot be charged with partiality to 
his native State. How is it with mine? Massachusetts 
was entitled to receive $446,057 85. At the commence- 


ment of the session she had in four banks $81,278 40; | 


which on the 4th of October was reduced to $42,891 30; 
but, in the last return of the Treasurer’s accounts, several 
new columns are introduced, one of which is of over-drafts, 
and two of the Massachusetts banks are credited with these 
over-drafts to the amount of $13,000, which, if subtracted 
from the balance still charged against them, will leave it 
less than $30,000. It is indeed doubtful whether, at this 
day, there is a dollar due from the late deposite banks of 
Massachusetts to the Treasurer of the United States. Her 
present loss by the postponement of the fourth instalment 
is at least equal to the whole sum which she was entitled 
to receive, little short of $450,000. 


make up their accounts for a present total loss. 

Rhode Island was entitled to receive $127,445 10. She 
had in two banks at the commencement of the session 
$5,433 06—reduced on the 4th of October to $1,133 41. 

The portion of Vermont on the Ist of October was 
$223,028 92, the same as New Hampshire, and the same 
as Alabama. 
two deposite banks in Vermont was, at the commencement of 
the session, $588 64, and on the 4th of October $496 83; 
while the balance cue from the single deposite bank of 
Alabama was, at the commencement of the session, one 
million and twenty thousand eight hundred and fifty-six 
dollars twenty-six cents, and on the 4th October nine hun- 





But the amount of balance due from the | 
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dred six thousand three hundred and seventy-nine dollars 
twenty-three cents, and this Bank of Alabama is the prop- 
erty of the State. I have seen lately some vain boastings 
in certain public journals, that the administration was going 
ahead, and growing popular in the State of Vermont. I 
should like to hear what the Green Mountain boys will say 
to this administration mode of settling parallel accounts. 
The State of Connecticut was, on the first of this month, 
entitled by the deposite act to the receipt of $254,890 20. 
The balance due from her two deposites banks at the com- 
mencement of the present session was $31,629 18; and 
from her three deposite banks on the 4th of October cur- 
rent was $7,409 02. How it happened that there was on 
the 4th of October one more discarded bank in the State of 
Connecticut than there had been at the commencement of 
the session, I do not know; but as the aggregate amount 
of the balance due from the three banks was so much de- 
creased from that which had been due by the two, the ad- 
dition of one to the defaulting depositories in the last ac- 
count scarcely forms a sufficient cause for inquiry how it 
has happened. 1 heard + distinguished member from the 
State of Connecticut on this floor deliver an able and very 
earnest speech in favor of the postponing bill, as it came 
from the Senate, because he considered it, as it was, a re- 
peal, a total and final repeal of the fourth instalment, 
which would have replenished the Treasury of his own 
State with a sum of about two hundred and fifty-five thou- 
sand dollars ; he dreaded the idea that it would be necessa- 
ty to raise this sum if the instalments should be paid, by 
taxation. Now I putit to the consideration of that gentle- 
man and of his constituents, that there can be no possible 
need of taxation to raise this sum at all. It exists as it 


depositable surplus in the Treasury on the first of January 
last. It is all as it was then in balances due from the 
Southwestern and Western banks: those very balances, the 
prompt payiment of which the bill now before you is about 
to relinquish. Sir, I have pointed out the comparison be- 
tween the sums which each of the New England States 
separately was entitled to receive on the first of this month 
in deposite, and the sums which their banks then actually 
had in deposite, first, at the commencement of the present 
session; and, secondly, one month later, that is, on the 4th 
of October. Let us now make the same comparison in the 
aggregate. 

‘The sum which the six New England States were enti- 
tled to receive on the first of this month by the deposite 
act was one million five hundred and ninety-three thou- 
sand and sixty-three dollars and seventy. seven cents. 

The whole amount of the balances due from all their r 
pudiated deposite banks at the commencement of the pres- 
ent session was three hundred and forty-nine thousand 
nine hundred and ninety-eight dollars and fifty-four cents, 
nearly one hundred thousand dollars less than the State of 
Massachusetts alone was entitled to receive. 

And the whole amount of the balances due from the 
same banks one month later, on the 4th of October, three 


| days after the fourth instalment should have been paid, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Connecticut, may also well | 


was one hundred and fifty-seven thousand two hundred 
and forty-five dollars and forty-six cents, nearly one hun- 
dred thousand dollars less than the State of Connecticut 
alone was entitled to receive for her portion of the fourth 
instalment. 

Now for the other side of the account. 

On the first of this month, the State of Mississippi was, 
by the deposite act of 23d June, 1836, entitled to receive 
the sum of one hundred and twenty-seven thousand four 
hundred and forty-five dollars and ten cents, precisely the 
same portion as that of Rhode Island. 

The balances due from the late deposite | anks in the 
State of Mississippi, at the commencement of the present 
session, were one million seven hundred and forty fous 
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thousand three hundred and aiid dollars and sev- 
enty-one cents. 

The balances due from the same banks on the 4th of 
October, three days after the fourth instalment should have 
been paid, were one million six hundred and sixty-six 
thousand three hundred and sixty-seven dollars and thirty- 
three cents. 

If you deduct from the whole amount payable to the six 
New England States for the fourth instalment the whole 
amount of the balances due from all their deposite banks, 
there will remain due one million four hundred and thirty 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen dollars and thirty-one 
cents payable to them. 

If you deduct the whole sum payable for the fourth in- 
stalment to the State of Mississippi from the whole amount 
of the balances due on the 4th of October by her late de- 
posite banks, there will remain due from them the sum of 
one million five hundred and twenty-eight thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-two dollars and twenty-three cents. 

The balances due, therefore, from the deposite banks, 
in the single State of Mississippi, a State with four electo- 
ral votes, are nearly one hundred thousand dollars more 
than adequate to pay the whole fourth instalment receiva- 
ble by herself, and by the six New England State. 

Suppose we state the two cases in the form of accounts 
current, 


Dr. United States of America, in account with the six 


New England States. Cr. 
1837. Ist Oct. To fourth 
instalment - - 1,593,063 7 | 
By balances in all their deposite banks - 157,245 46 | 


Due to the six States - - - 1,435,818 31 | 


$1,593,063 77 
Dr. United States of America, tn account with the State 


of Mississippi. Cr. | 

1837. Ist Oct. To fourth 

instalment - - 127,445 10 | 
To balances due by her - 1,528,922 23 


1,656,367 33 
By balances in her deposite banks - $1,656,367 33 

Sir, I hope we shall hear no more of the necessity of 
raising, by taxation upon the people, the sums necessary 
for the payment of the fourth instalment. 

I will not pursue this comparative review of the sums 
due to each State for the fourth instalment, and of the sums | 
due from the deposite banks in each State through the 
whole twenty-five, (for it seems there was no deposite bank 
in Arkansas ;) but if any indifferent person or philosophical | 
observer will compare the relative amount of the three sev- 
eral columns against the name of each State, in this table, | 
and then mark the names in the lists of yeas and nays | 
upon your journal, first on the passage of the act to post- 
pone the fourth deposite instalment, and then on the pas- 
sage of this act, I do assure him that he will discover se- 
crets worth knowing. He will find in these elements a 
key to the system of measures prepared by the present Ex- | 
ecutive for the action of Congress, in this emergency, for 
relief to the distress of the country. He will see how these 
measures were adapted in advance to each other—how the 
excessive balances due from one set of States were to be 
made easy, by withholding from another set of States the 
fourth instalinent to which they were entitled. He may 
chance to discover some insight into the art magic of ap- | 
plication to motives. He may trace the cause of that un- 
easy solicitude manifested by more than oue member from 
the debtor States, when the postponement bill was on its 
passage, to set it aside and take up this bill, before they 
should be compelled to vote ay or no upon that. 
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This bill, as it came from the Senate, was not sufficient- 
ly indulgent to their delinquent banks. Instead of four, 
six, and nine months of delay before they should be called 
to disgorge their millions upon millions of the public spoils, 
nine, fifteen, twenty-one months of time were to be grant- 
ed them, without even the payment of interest to the plun- 
dered sister States. And here, on this floor, we beheld a 
pledge demanded of the chairman of the committee, and 
given by him, in the face of the House, that when that 
bill should have passed, and this one should be taken up, 
a liberal indulgence of time should be allowed to the over- 
burdened and discarded depository banks. That bargain 
was not only concluded in the presence of the House, but 
was signally and indignantly rebuked at the time by two 
members of the House, one from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
and one from Ohio, [Mr. Samson Mason;] yet we are 
now witnessing its consummation. This bill is the equiv- 
alent for the votes indispensable to carry that—this amend- 
ment is the premium pudicitie for the wear and tear of 
chastity in the accomplishment of that. 

Sir, when that bill came from the Senate, and through 
that body from the Treasury, it came with fraud upon its 
face. 

Mr. Camprewene called the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts to order; observing that that was not the first time 
that gentleman had thus transgressed the rules of order. 

The Cuairn (Mr. Howarp, of Md.,] could not see the 
relevancy of Mr. A.’s remarks to the subject before the 
committee. 

Mr. Avams. Am I not permitted to refer to a bill; and 
to the manner in which that bill passed the House, with- 
out which, as I contend, this bill now before the committee 
would not be here at all? [Cries from all sides of the 
House, ‘Go on! go on!”’) 

Mr. A. resumed the thread of his remarks. Yes, sir, 
it came with fraud upon its face. It professed to be a bill 
to postpone the fourth instalment; it was, in fact, a bill 
to repeal it. It was, in fact, a bill to raise revenue, and 
as such, not having originated in this House, ought never 
to have been entertained by it. A member from South 
Carolina [Mr. Pickens] proposed an amendment, which 
made it what it professed to be, a bill to postpone the 
fourth instalment to a day fixed—the Ist of January, 1839, 
to which I proposed an additional amendment, appropria- 
ting these balances due from the delinquent banks, and a 
supplementary fund, if it should be necessary, for punctual 
payment at the day fixed by the amendment of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina. With those amendments J] 
pledged myself to vote for the bill. 

I was fully aware of the sacrifice of the just rights and 
interests of my own constituents to which I must assent 
by voting for the bill in that form; and [ knew that I 
hazarded incurring the displeasure of some of them by yield- 
ing somuch. ButI knew they were a generous people. 
I came here knowing that the Executive administration 


| was reduced to great straits for the means to perform the 


pecuniary engagements of the nation. In their distress, 
however brought upon themselves, I saw only the distress 
of the country, and trusted that my constituents would 
sustain ne, in giving up a portion of their just claims for 
the general benefit of all. These were the sentiments with 
which I came to Washington, and, as a pledge of their sin- 
cerity, | offered, with the amendments, to vote for that 


| bill; and how was this disposition received and returned ! 


The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, sub- 
stantially the representative of the Executive in this House, 
would neither accept my amendment nor that of the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina. He forced the bill, with all 
its imperfections on its head, as it came from the Senate, 
to a third reading ; and he carried it in the fullest vote ever 
taken in this House by yeas and nays, 119 to 117; and of 
the 119, one was the gentleman from South Carolina, who 
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so voted, as he declared at the time, for the express pur- 
pose of moving a reconsideration of the vote, which he 
immediately did. ‘The real vote, therefore, was a tie, 118 
to 118 ; and if the bill was to be carried at all, it could only 
be by the casting vote of the Speaker. “.» chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means did wot venture upon 
that experiment. He voted against the reconsideraticn 
himself, but he suffered it to be carried by his friends. My 
amendment, which was nothing more than a pledge that 
the bill, as amended by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, should be executed in good faith, he still refused to 
accept. Ninety-four members of the House voted for my 
amendment. I cannot vouch that every one of them would 
have voted for the bill if the amendment had been adopted, 
but I would have voted for it myself. I have reason to 
believe that a majority, if not all, of my colleagues would 
have voted for it, and I have no doubt that sixy or more af- 
firmative votes would have been for the passage of the bill, 
beyund the meager majority of twelve, which was secured 
only by accepting, as a forlorn hope, the previously reject- 
ed amendment of the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. Chairman, I impeach the sincerity of no man upon 
this floor. But when [ saw the chairman of the Commit- 


it came from the Senate; when I saw him, at the last gasp, 
permit the amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina to be carried against his own vote, to save the life of the 
bill; and when I saw him still inflexibly excluding my 


on the passage of a bill so immensely important to the ad- 
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posited in the same States at the commencement of the 
present session of Congress and on the 4th of October, 
one month later. We have gone through the New Eng- 
land States, and have there found the deposites de jure more 
than a million and a half of dollars ; the deposites de facto 
less than a tenth of that sum—less than one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. We next come to New York—the 
Empire State; her proportion of the fourth instalment 
would have been one million three hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand one hundred and seventy-three dollars fifty-seven 
cents. The sum which her banks actually had in deposite 
at the commencement of the session was one million three 
hundred and eighty-six thousand nine hundred and nine- 
teen dollars and eighty-two cents. ‘T'here, sir, was some- 
thing like a set-off; no injustice was done to the great 
State of New York. The deposite of fact was about fifty 
thousand dollars more than the deposite of the law. But 
the Secretary of the Treasury has been most industriously 


| occupied during the whole month of September, in drawing 


off from the New York deposite banks the balances due by 
them. By the last returns of the Treasurer’s accounts, it 
appears that on the fourth of October there remained of 


| balances due from all the deposite banks of the State of 
tee of Ways and Means cling so tenaciously to that bill as | 


New York only eight hundred and three thousand five 


| hundred and seventy dollars and seventy cents : nearly six 
| hundred thousand dollars bas been drawn from them in 


| the month of September. 


| series of resolutions very recently adopted by a highly re- 
amendment, and spurn a majority of four-fifths of the House | 


ministration as that was, it was impossible for me to divert | 


my own mind from the inquiry why it was that so feeble a 
majority, purchased by so humiliating a concession as had 
been extorted by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
should have been preferred to an almost unanimous vote, 
obtained by the mere mite of additional concession, yielded 
by a pledge of faith that the promise of that amendment 
should be performed; and I could account for this prefer- 
ence no otherwise than by the belief that it is still not 
intended that the fourth instalment shall ever be paid ; that 
the promise to pay it on the Ist of January, 1839, is a de- 
ception, and that the amendment of the gentleman from 
South Carolina will fare no better than the 13th and 14th 
sections of the deposite law of June 23, 1836. 


And, further, IT have seen a 


spectable and numerous assembly of citizens of that city, in 
one of which it is asserted that the banks of that State have 
paid off almost the whole of the balances due by them. 
Sir, our compassion has been appealed to in behalf of these 
Southwestern banks. We have been told it would be cruel 
tu exact payment from those banks; that it would be an ea 
post facto \aw to charge them with interest for the public 
moneys which they have received in deposite, and refuse 
to pay at the requisition of the Treasury Department ; that 
they cannot themselves pay without exacting payment from 
their debtors; and that indulgence must be granted to 


| them, that they may be enabled to grant indulgence to the 


| and are indebted to their banks. 


| of indulgence as much as the people of Louisiana, of 
How far this apprehension is prophetic, we shall see in | 


the course of the ensuing year; and I now predict that the | 


present postponement will be succeeded by another. That, 
as the Ist of January, 1839, shall approach, new dis- 


coveries will be made of the ragged nakedness of the T'reas- | 


ury ; and then the argument, now merely fictitious, may be 
urged in sad reality, that the instalment cannot be paid 
without a new tax upon the people. If the money now 
in the defaulting deposite banks should be collected by the 
Government, and applied to other purposes; to be sure, in 


that case, the fourth instalment cannot be paid without | 


taxing anew the people to raise the money ; and thatis pre- 
cisely the reason why I anxiously wished to appropriate 
the money while it was there. Was it the reason why the 
appropriation was so stubbornly refused by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means? Sir, we have been 
told, over and over, that the late deposite banks in Louisi- 
ana, in Alabama, in Mississippi, in Ohio, in Kentucky, in 
ludiana, are all sound, all solvent, all able and willing to 
pay every dollar of their debt, give them but reasonable 
time. Then the money is there. The balances in those 
States due from those banks is amply sufficient, and more 
than sufficient, to pay the fourth instalment due to them- 
selves, and that due to all the other States. 

Let us now resume the comparison in this tabular state- 
ment between the amount which by law, that is, by the act 
of 23d June, 1836, should have been deposited in each of 
the several States, and the amount which was actually de- 
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people. Sir, how stands this argument, in its application 
to the banks and people of the North? They, too, were 
Were they not in need 


Mississippi, of Alabama, of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, 
Missouri, and Michigan? But what has the Secretary of 
the Treasury been doing with them? Has he not been 
draining them almost to their last dollar, as long as he 
could claim a dollar of balance from them? And have 
they not been obliged to put the screws upon their debtors, 


| that they might be enabled to pay the balances due by them, 


at the requisition of the Secretary of the Treasury! Sir, 
the people of the North have endured, they are now en- 
during, that very cruelty and oppression which you are 
told the people of the Southwest and the West cannot bear. 
You are straining from them their last cent to pay their bal- 
ances, while at the same time you have wrested from them 
their fourth instalment, which your Secretary of the Treas- 
ury has transferred to the State banks of the Southwest and 
the West, there to be locked up for nine, fifteen, and 
twenty-one months, without payment of interest, because 
it would be a cruel ex post facto law to call upon them for 
any consideration for the use of the money. 

Let us pass over the State of New Jersey—no longer a 
doubtful State—and come to the Keystone State of Penn- 
sylvania. ‘The portion of the instalment which she ought 
on the first of this month to have received was nine hun- 
dred and fifty-five thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight 
dollars and twenty-six cents. The sum actually deposited 
in all her deposite banks, at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, was $255,445 92; and, on the 4th of this month, it 
had been reduced to $131,857 17. Eight hundred and 
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twenty-five thousand dollars is the tribute of Pennsylvania 
to the State banks of Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississip- 
pi, to promote the multiplication of the blessings of slavery 
and the cultivation of sugar and cotton. Great and glori- 
ous as have been the exertions and sacrifices of the State of 
Pennsylvania in the cause of internal improvement, and in 
that career she has not been surpassed by any State in the 
Union, not even by the Empire State, yet, if I understand 
the character of her hardy yeomanry aright, not even their 
partiality to the democracy of numbers will reconcile them 
to the application of her property to the multiplication of 
slaves and slavery, for the cultivation of sugar and cotton, 
by abstracting it from the appropriations of her own Legis- 
lature to internal improvements within her own domain, 
rather more congenial to the principles of her heraldic mot- 
to—Virtue, Liberty, and Indepeidence. 

Maryland! Your own State, Mr. Chairman. The sum 
which on the first of this month she was entitled to receive 
was $318,619 75. The sum which her deposite banks 
held in deposite at the commencement of the session was 
$280,198 25; which, on the 4th of this month, was re- 
duced to $212,102 58. Your State, Mr. Chairman, has 
been marvellously well treated, for one of the old thirteen. 
Her contribution to the Southwestern State banks is not 
much inore than 106,000 dollars. 

But ah! Virginia! Old Virginia! The Ancient Domi- 
nion! Beware, Mr. Financier of the Treasury, how you 


GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 


Accounts of the Deposite Banks. 


tread upon her toes! She has no fancy for a divorce of bank | 


and State. Her State banks are bone of her bone, and 
flesh of her flesh; and when she releases them from the 


payment of their debts, she only releases herself from the | 


performance of her own engagements. Deal tenderly with 
her, Mr. Secretary, or, like Hannibal, she will carry the 
war into Africa. Sir, on the Ist of this month, the State 
of Virginia was, by the deposite act of 23d June, 1836, 
entitled to receive seven hundred and thirty-two thousand 
eight hundred and nine dollars and thirty-three cents. At 
the commencement of the present session, the whole amount 
of balances due from her deposite banks to the Treasury of 
the United States was 403,136 dollars and 97 cents. This 
was not enough, sir; and, accordingly, on the 4th of this 
month, the balance due from her deposite banks was 738, - 
302 dollars and 19 cents, not quite seven thousand dollars 
more than she was entitled to receive for the fourth instal- 
ment. She loses nothing by the postponement, and this 
bill gives her the use of the money for a term at least equiv- 
alent to the loss by the delay of the postponement to the 
Ist of January, 1839. Virginia, therefore, is propitiated 
to secure the suffrage of her members in Congress for the 
passage of both the bills—the postponement bill and this 
bill; and you find most of them voting accordingly. By 
what art magic it has happened that, while the balances of 
all the other old thirteen but one were, between the com- 
mencement of the session and the 4th of October, su se- 
verely reduced, hers were so largely increased as to be 
pearly doubled, I know not, and am only left to conjec- 
ture. My table is taken from the returns of the Treasu- 
rer’s accounts, communicated to this House by the Secretary 
of the Treasury himself. I merely state the facts as I find 
them. 

But North Carolina has not been so favored. Her por- 
tion of the fourth instalment, payable on the Ist of this 
month, was 477,919 dollars and 13 cents. ‘The balance 
due from her one solitary deposite bank at the commence- 
ment of the session, was 146,030 dollars and 12 cents, 
which, on the 4th of this month, was reduced to 64,638 
dollars and 61 cents. The loss of Virginia, by these two 
bills—these Siamese twins—is nothing. The loss of North 
Carolina, like that of the six New England States, is al- 
most total. 

South Carolina and Georgia are not much better treated, 
though with this difference: the sum that each of them 






1700 


[Ocr. 14, 1837. 


was entitled to receive was the same, three hundred and 
fifty thousand four hundred and seventy-four dollars and 
three cents. ‘The balances due from the South Carolina 
ex-deposite banks, at the commencement of the session, 
were one hundred and eleven thousand five hundred and 
ninety dollars and one cent; those from the banks of 
Georgia were one hundred and seventy-two thousand two 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars and sixty-nine cents. On 
the 4th of this month the balances of South Carolina had 
increased to one hundred and twenty-five thousand four 
hundred and thirty-three dollars and eighty nine cents, 
while those of Georgia had diminished to one hundred and 
nineteen thousand seven hundred and six dollars and forty - 
one cents. The banks of South Carolina, like those ot 
Virginia, have enjoyed the special privilege of increasing 
their balances of debt, while all the rest of the old thirteen 
have been inexorably held to contract theirs. The increase 
of the South Carolina balances is not large. It discloses 
only a relaxation of the rigor of exactions, and was, hap- 
pily, simultaneous with a conciliatory settlement of old 
political balances here at the seat of Government, which, 
to those who look a good deal ahead, has furnished the 
materials for much speculative animadversion. 

And now, sir, that we have seen how, by the postpcne- 
ment, which was intended to have been, and still threatens 
to be, the repeal of the fourth instalment, the old thirteen 
States have been, with the single exception of Virginia, 
stripped of the spoils of the public Treasury which hed 


| been allotted to them—now that we have seen how, with 





the same exception of Virginia, they have been, during 
the month of September, fleeced by Treasury drafts, like 
sheep in the hands of the shearer, of their remaining ba- 
lances, let us look beyond the borders of the old thirteen, 
to that teeming mother of nations, the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, and that storehouse of embyro republics bordering 
on our Mediterranean seas—the Northern lakes. We be 
gin with the State of Alabama, geographically the first, 
and entitled, further, to the distinction, inasmuch as her 
deposite bank is wholly the property of the State, and the 
debts of the bank are the debts of the State. The portion 
of the fourth instalment payable on the first of this month 
to her was, as I have already stated, two hundred and 
twenty-three thousand twenty-eight dollars and ninety- 
two cents, the same with that of the States of New Hamp- 
shire and of Vermont. But the sum which her bank at 
Mobile had in actual deposite, at the commencement of 
the present session, was one million and twenty thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six dollars and twenty-six cents ; 
and, on the 4th of this month, it was still nine hundred 
and six thousand three hundred and seventy-nine dollars 
and twenty-three cents. 

The portion of the State of Mississippi of the fourth in- 
stalment was one hundred and twenty-seven thousand 
four hundred and forty-five dollars and ten cents, the same 
as that of Rhode Island. The balances due from her 
banks, at the opening of the session, were one million 
seven hundred and forty-four thousand three bundred and 
seventy-three dollars and seventy-one cents; and, on the 
4th of this month, they were still one million six hundred 
and fifty-six thousand three hundred and sixty-seven dol- 
lars and thirty-three cents. 

The sum to which the State of Louisiana was entitled 
for the fourth instalment was one hundred and fifty-nine 
thousand three hundred and six dellars and thirty-seven 
cents. The debt of her banks, at the commencement of 
the session, was one million four hundred and fifty thou- 
sand and twenty-three dollars and three cents, and, on the 
4th of October, nine hundred and eighteen thousand seven 
hundred and forty-nine dollars and three cents. 

And so it was with all the Southwestern and Western 
States, excepting Arkansas, which, having no deposite 
banks, could have no debt; and excepting Illinois, for 
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what reason I know not, unless it was to secure the fidel- | of this month it was within a few hundreds of the same, 


ity of Missouri at her expense. The share of Missouri of 
the fourth instalment would have been one hundred and 
twenty-seven thousand four hundred and forty-five dollars 
and ten cents. The debt of the agency of the Commer- 
cial Bank of Cincinnati, at St. Louis, Missouri, at the 
commencement of the session, was five hundred and eigh- 
ty-nine thousand three hundred and twenty-seven dollars 
and forty-three cents. On the 4th of October it was reduced 
to two hundred and thirty-nine thousand four hundred and 
twenty-two dollars and sixty-five cents; but there was an 
additional deposite in the Bank of the State of Missouri, a 
specie-pay:ng bank, of one hundred and fifteen thousand 
eight hundre.! and fifty-eight dollars and four cents, mak- 
ing the whole sam in deposite there three hundred and 
fifty -five thousam. two hundred and eighty dollars and six- 
ty-nine cents. ‘The actual deposite in that State is yet 
nearly three times the amount of the rightful depusite in 
her banks by ti: deposite law; but as the Bank of the 
State of Missouri + not one of the late deposite banks, 
but is one of those which has met and will meet all the re- 
quisitions of the Department, it is presumed that no fur- 
ther interest will be required of it than that provided by 
the deposite law, and that it will be able to pay its balances 
due to the Treasury without needing a delay of nine, fif- 
teen, and twenty-one months to collect them. 

Kentucky and Tennessee were entitled to the same sum 
fur the fourth instalment, $477,919 13. Neither of them 
loses any thing by the postponement; but their profits by 
the withholding of the instalment from the Northern and 
Eastern States are not exactly the same. Tennessee is, 
indeed, something of a loser by the alacrity with which the 
Secretary of the Treasury has withdrawn from her banks 
the balances due by them at the commencement of the 
present session. They were then $514,516 48. On the 
4th of October they were reduced to $182,932 18; while 
those of the banks of Kentucky, which, at the commence- 
ment of the session, were $843,246 78, on the 4th Octo- 
ber had increused to $845,053 31. What is it that has 
procured this remarkable good fortune? Is it that she isa 
daughter of the Old Dominion? Or that she has a repre- 
sentative supernumerary in another part of this Capitol ? 

Ohio, too, has shared largely in this bounty of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to one section of the Union at the 
expense ofthe other. Her portion of the fourth instalment, 
rightfully paid on the first of this month, would have been 
$669,086 78. Atthe commencement of the present ses- 
sion, her banks held in deposite, without charging to them 
the balance of the agency at St. Louis, (Missouri,) one 
million one hundred and twenty-seven thousand nine bun- 
dved and seventy-nine dollars and fifty cents, and on the 
4th of October they still held $960,061 98—still three 
hundred thousand dollars beyond her rightful instalment. 
Can we wonder that most of her representatives have been 
willing to postpone it? There is, however, one consola- 
tion, which is, that we have the warrant of the members 
from that State that all their banks are safe, sound, solvent, 
and able to pay all their balances in reasonable time, 
though it is admitted that their bills are at a discount of 
from ten to fourteen per cent. 

Then, again, Indiana was entitled to receive for her 
fourth instalment $286,751 48. At the commencement 


of the session her banks had in deposite seven hundred and | 


forty-three thousand one hundred and twenty-nine dollars 
and sixty-three cents; and on the 4th of October they 
were $660,723 57. 

As to Illinois, [ think the Secretary must have mistaken 
her fora New England State. She has at least the same 
step-mother’s fare. She was entitled to receive for her 
portion of the fourth instalment $159,306 37. The bal- 
ance due from her single deposite bank was, at the com- 
mencement of the session, $39,795 90; and on the 4th 


’ 


that is, $39,323 54. 

But, lastly, Michigan is a prodigious favorite. Her por- 
tion of the tourth instalment was $95,583 82, the same as 
that of Delaware. But the balances due from her banks, 
at the commencement of the session, were $998,050 84; 
on the 4th of October they were still $882,994 45. 

When the Secretary of the Treasury, in his report to 
| Congress, of the 3d of January last, announced the amount 
of the surplus in the Treasury two days before, and the 
proportional sums in which it was to be deposited among 
| the several States, he intimated no inconsiderable doubt 
whether Michigan was entitled to any proportion of the 
| deposite at all, and he declared that he had postponed the 
payment of the first instalment of her portion for the final 
decision of Congress upon her right. Harshly, indeed, 
had Michigan been treated in the terms prescribed for her 
admission into the Union. I had fought her battles, and 
maintained her rights upon this floor, till she deserted her 
own banners. I had raised my voice to claim justice in 
her behalf till she accepted, however reluctantly, an equiv- 
alent. While her fate was pending, this rod was held 
over her head by the Secretary of the Treasury, as if her 
| right to the deposite of her portion, among her sisters, of 
| the public treasure, was to be purchased by her uncondi- 
| tional submission to the most humiliating terms prescribed 
by power, forgetful of right. Sir, she did submit, and ac- 
cepted the proffered equivalent ; that was her concern, not 
mine. But did that equivalent still not heal the wound 
that had been inflicted upon her; and is this gushing tor- 
rent of the public moneys poured out at her feet, as the 
gorgeous East showers upon her kings barbaric pearls and 
gold; was this profusion of the public funds substituted for 
the stingy doubt whether she waz entitled to receive of the 
public deposites any portion whatever; was it to appease 
| her anger, to soothe her resentments, to implore her for- 
giveness, to court her favor? If so, there may be some 
excuse for the partiality ; a tarnished atonement for a purer 
tribute that was due. 

Sir, we have gone through, with a few exceptions, the 
detail of this comparative statement between the amount 
of deposites which the law had prescribed should be com- 
mitted to each of the States of the Union, and the amount 
of deposites which the Secretary of the Treasury had actu- 
ally made among the same States when the fourth instal- 
ment should have been paid. Such is the detail; and was 
ever such a monstrous scene of partiality and inequality 
beheld among men? The late President of the United 
States had made it a charge against the deposite law of the 
23d of June, 1836, which he himself had signed, that the 
principle of its apportionment was not perfectly equal. I 
admit that it was not so: an apportionment according to 
the representation of the people in this House would have 
been more equal as wel] as more favorable to the Common- 
wealth, a part of whose people I have the honor to repre- 
sent. But the apportionment according tu the number of 
electoral votes was more favorable to the small and to the 
new States, and I thought there were considerations of 
equity, and even of justice, to sanction this, which I trust- 
ed my constituents would approve, although it might di- 
| minish to some extent their own portivn. I said so at the 
| time on this floor, and accordingly voted for the bill. Bat 
if there was inequality in that apportionment, in the name 
| of the Heavenly Balance, what is there in this? Look at 
| this tabular statement; take the fifteen Northern S:ates— 
| that is, the old thirteen, with the addition of Maine and 
| Vermont, which in the revolutionary times composed a part 
| of them ; take them on one side, and the ten new Southern 
| and Western States on the other, and what a comparison 
have we ! 

By the deposite act of 26th June, 1836, the fifteen North- 
ern, being the thirteen original, States were, on the first day 
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of this month, entitled to receive on deposite, $6,467,838 29 
The ten new Southern and Western 
States were by the same act entitled to 


receive - - - - 2,899,376 07 





Making in the whole : 

On the 4th day of September, 1837, the 
balances of what the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury had actually deposited in the 
fifteen Northern States was - - 
He at the same time had deposited in the 
ten Southmost and Western States - 


$9,367,214 99 


3,201,002 91 
9,071,299 76 


Making in the whole - - $12,275,302 67 
And on the first of October, the day when the fourth in- 


stalment was by the law required to be paid to all, how 

stood the account? 

In the fifteen Northern States, which by 
the law should have received six mil- 
lion three hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand two hundred and fourteen 
dollars ninety-nine cents, there were 
towards paying it, and no more - 

While in the ten Southmost and Western 
States entitled by the law to receive 
only two million eight hundred and 
ninety-nine thousand three hundred 
and seventy-six doflars and seven cents, 
there were actually deposited balances 


$2,394,056 18 


7,407,865 31 





Making in the whole - - $9,80!,921 49 
So you see, Mr. Chairman, there were, on the Ist of Oc- 


tober, in actual deposite with the States, upwards of four | 


hundred and thirty thousand dollars more than enough to 
have paid the fourth instalment to them all—every dollar— 
every cent. 

But observe that, through the whole month of Septem- 
ber, although the deposite act of 23d June, 1836, was in 
full force, the Secretary of the Treasury continued to draw 
from the banks of the North to the amount of more than 
eight hundred thousand dollars of those balances which 
ought to have been applied towards the payment of the 
fourth instalment to the States of the North; while, at the 
same time, he left in the hands of the Southmost and 
Western States nearly seven millions and a half, nearly 
five millions more than the fourth instalment which they 
were entitled to receive. 

And, throughout all these transactions, is ix not worthy 


of the highest admiration to remark with what address the | 


single State of Virginia, of the old thirteen, is the only one 
shielded from all inconvenience by the postponement of the 
instalment. The payment of the fourth instalment is not 
postponed for her. She has it already, and seven thousand 
dollars more, in her banks; and while the postponement 
act now puts her off, as it does her Northern sisters, till the 
ist of January, 1839, to receive the instalment, this act 
gives her an average of precisely the same time to pay the 
balances already in her banks—and without interest, if the 
amendment of the gentlemen from Louisiana, [Mr. Joun- 
son, | to the exclusion of that of the gentleman from New 
York, {Mr. Loomais,] should prevail. 

And is it expected, Mr. Chairman, that the people of the 
fourteen Northern States (the voice of Virginia being 
hushed with a sugar plum) will put up with this prodigy 
of fiscal invention? Is it expected that they will hail with 
shouts of hosanna this expunging of their fourth instal- 
ment, this evanescence of their funds from their treasuries; 
that they are to be humbugged out of their vested rights 
by a howl of phrensy against Nicholas Biddle and the Penn- 
sylvania Bank of the United States? That they are to be 
mystified out of their moneys and out of their senses, by a 
hark follow! wgainst all banks, or a summons to Doctors’ 
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Commons for a divorce of bank and State? It may be so; 
but it shall not be with my consent. Here are fifteen, or 
rather fourteen, creditor States and ten debtor States, as 
| my friend and colleague [Mr. Lrxcoun) has justly denom- 
| inated them—made so by the Secretary of the Treasury— 
| made so by an unwarrantable transfer of the funds devoted 
' to the payment of the fourth instalment. ‘The ten debtor 
| States have received not only their own portion of the 
| fourth instalment, but the whole portion of the fourteen 
| creditor States. And you are now passing two laws—one 
‘to withhold from the fourteen creditor States the moneys 
_which you had solemnly promised to deposite with them ; 
and the other to authorize the debtor States, not only to re- 
| tain the fourth instalment promised them, and which they 
| have received, but to keep for nine, fifteen, and twenty-one 
| months, the fourth instalment due to their creditor sister 
States. Such is unquestionably, such will be under these 
two acts, their relative condition towards each other. By 
the fiscal incantations of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
consummated by these two bills, reeking from his Depart- 
ment, the State of Mississippi is indebted to the six New 
England States in the sum of nearly one million and a 
| half of dollars; the State of Louisiana is indebted to the 
State of Pennsylvania nearly eight hundred thousand dol- 
lars ; the State of Alabama owes to the State of New York 
from six to seven hundred thousand dollars; the State of 
| Ohio owes to the State of North Carolina three hundred 
| thousand dollars; and the whole ten Southmost and West- 
ern States are indebted to the fourteen Northern and At- 
lantic States the whole of the fourth instalment, which 
they were by law entitled to receive. ‘The postponement 
| law has no operation in the ten debtor States; they have 
received in advance, not only their own fourth instalment, 
| but that of all the others; and so unequivocally are the 
ten States indebted to the fourteen, that, if the same trans- 
| actions had happened between individuals, there is no 
question that the fourteen could recover, by process of law, 
| their fourth instalment, by the common action for moneys 
| had and received to their use. 
| And let me now inquire why the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury has not seen fit to account for this most extraordinary 
| state of things in his annual, or in any other report to this 





House. I have asked, why, armed as he was with the 

specie circular of 11th July, 1836, from the very passage of 

the deposite act—why, notified as he was from that time 

that he would be required to have in the fifteen original 
| States, in deposite on the Ist of October, 1837, a sum of 
| six millions and a half of dollars, in readiness to pay the 
fourth instalment to those States, he had, in fact, on that 

day, within those States, less than two millions and a half 
| of dollars—four millions less than was required for the tul- 
| filment of the promise and the redemption of the pledge of 
| the public faith to those States by the deposite act. I have 
inquired why, on that same Ist of October, he had hoarded 
up in the ten Southernmost and Western States, armed as 
he had been with the specie circular, seven millions and a 
half of dollars, when those ten States were entitled tu re- 
| ceive, for the fourth instalment, less than three millions of 
dollars? The excess hoarded up in the ten favored States 
was four millions and a half. The deficit in the fourteen 
despoiled States was four millions. Had the whole sum 
rquired for the payment of the fourth instalment been de- 
| posited in the banks, where it ought to have been, the in- 
j stalment would have been paid to the last dollar, and half 
a million of surplus would still have remained in deposite 
to the credit of the 'reasurer of the United States in the 
extreme South and the West. 

Mr. Chairman, if there be any duty more sacredly in- 
cumbent upon the Executive Government of the United 
States than all the rest, it is, in the execution of the laws, 
to render equal and impartial justice to the people of all 
the States. The vitals of the Union are there ; legislative 
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partislities in favor of one portion of the Union at the ex- 
pense of another, if any such should creep in, will never 
be of long duration. ‘The established equality of repre- 
sentation of the people in this House, and of the States in 
the other, will soon correct any deviation from the golden 
rule of right, upon which the obstinacy of party spirit, or | 
the undue influence of individual talent or popularity, may 
occasionally infringe. The pendulum will range alternate- 
ly to the right hand and to the left, but will return from 
short and equal distances to the centre. But if a President 
of the United States, in the administration of his official 
trust, divides the people under his care into a best and 
worst part of the population—if the father of the land has 
in the common family one set of children favorites, and an- 
other set of children castaways—if an avowed principle of 
ruling by and for the democracy of numbers, a part for the 
whole—if a jesuitical and sophistical axiom that the end 
of good government is the greatest good of the greatest 
number, without regard to the equal rights of the smallest 
number; { say if these transatlantic, spurious, and hereti- 
cal creeds of late years are to be substituted for the primi- 
tive taith and inalienable rights of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the days of our Union itself are numbered. The 
people of no one part of this nation will submit, for any 
length of time, to be the thralls or the dupes of another 
portion. 

What could have been the motive for this array of the | 
three geographical divisions of the Union against each | 
other as debtor and creditor States, with that more extraor- | 
dinary exception of the State of Virginia, is yet to be, and | 
{ hope at the next session of Congress will be explained. 
If the demon of disunion himself had invented and inspired 
it as an experiment, to excite heart-burnings, ill-will, and 
hatred between the members of the family, he could not | 
have contrived 2 device of more odious ingenuity. I had | 
supposed that this enormous accumulation of funds in the 
extreme South and West had been one of the fruits of the 
specie circular. But then where was the specie? It was 
to be supposed that the circular had at least produced that ; 
and what hus become of it? It has all vanished ; or what | 
is left of it is detained in the vaults of the same deposite 
banks, which yet refuse to pay in specie the drafts of the | 
Treasury Department upon them. 

‘These accumulations in the banks of the South and the | 
West are the more unaccountable, inasmuch as on the 4th | 
of July, 1836, an act of Congress supplementary to the | 
deposite act was passed, expressly authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to make transfers from the banks in 
one State to the banks in another, whenever such transfers 
might be required in order to prevent large and inconve- 











nient accumulations in particular places, or in order to pre- 
duce a due equality and just proportion, according to the 
provisions of the said act. Here was a law expressly made 
to prevent accumulations, to restore proportions; and no 
small part of the Secretary’s annual report in December, 
1836, consists in detailing the laborious fidelity with which 
he had carried that supplementary act into execution. 
What a commentary upon that law and its execution is 
my tabular statement, the act for postponing the fourth in- 
stalment, and this bill now before the committee. 

That the transfers might have been made with perfect 
ease, and the balances in the Southern and Western banks 
reduced, even after the suspension of specie payments, I 
will now undertake to prove. 

It will be recollected that the deposites of the public 
moneys were removed from the Bank of the United States 
towards the close of the year 1833. It will also he remem- 
bered that this was precisely the time of the extinction of 
the national debt. Until that time there could be no con- 
siderable accumulation of public moneys in deposite, be- 
cause, whenever any surplus occurred, it was immediately 
applied by the commissioners of the sinking fund to the 


purchase of the public debt. The irresponsible agents be- 
hind the scenes, who instigated the removal of the de- 
posites, selected with instinctive sagacity their time. ‘They 
had other passions to gratify besides their vindictive malig- 
nity. They saw the uses to be made of large and long- 
continued surpluses, and that the moneys of the nation 
might be lavished for the conjoint and united profligacy of 
political plunder and private speculation. That they might 
not want the countenance of the administration in this 
laudable pursuit, the Secretary of the Treasury spurred 
them to it with the eagerness of a huntsman panting for 
his prey. 

‘©The deposites of the public money,” said the Secre- 
tary of the ‘l'reasury to the president of the branch of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama, at Mobile, in his letter se- 
lecting that bank as one of the new depositories, ** will 
enable you to afford increased facilities to the commercial 
and other classes of the community, and the Department 
anticipates from you the adoption of such a course respect- 
ing your accommodations, as will prove acceptable to the 
people and safe to the Government.” 

The branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama, at 
Mobile, had been chartered in December, 1832. Its capital 
of two millions of dollars consists of the proceeds of sales 
of the bends of the State, irredeemable for thirty years. 
Its fourteen cirectors are all annualy chosen by the Legis- 
lature There is no penalty prescribed for their suspension 
of specie payments, but the faith of the State is pledged 
for the final payment of their liabilities. This bank, in 
October, 1833, was selected as one of the depositories of 


the public funds, instead of the branch of the United 


States Bank at Mobile. 

On the Ist day of October, 1833, there were deposited 
in the Bank of the United States $6,475,495 82, which 
had been accumulating from the first quarter of the year, 
some small fragments of public debt still remaining to be 
paid, but not enough to arrest the tide of the public reve- 
nue flowing into the Treasury. 

On the Ist of January, 1834, this sum had been reduced 
to less than one million of dollars, and in the mean time 
the branch of the State Bank of Alabama had become a 


depository for $231,613 35; which sum continued increas- 
| ing from quarter to quarter, with one exception, till April, 


1835, when the deposite in the State Branch Bank of 
Alabama, at Mobile, was $',309,738 65. 

Since which time, that is, for more than two years be- 
fore the suspension of specie payments, there has been in 
that bank a permanent average deposite of twelve hundred 
thousand dollars—never reduced so low as $900,000, and 
once swelling to upwards of sixteen hundred thousand 
dollars—little short of the whole capital of the bank. 

I have been desirous of ascertaining, and shall be obli- 
ged to any of the members, especially from the States of 
Alabama, Louisiana, or Mississippi, if they can inform 
me what were the semi-annual dividends of the deposite 
banks in those States, from the time when they became 
depositories of the public moneys until their suspension of 
specie payments; but this is a secret. On the 3d of Jan- 
uary last, « resolution of this House called on the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for this as well as other information, 
if within his power; but, on the 12th of that month, he re- 
ported that it was not within his power. It seems that the 
amount of dividends declared, of surpluses retained, and of 
contingent funds reserved, is not understood to be a part of 
their condition, of which they are required to give account, 
from time to time, to the Secretary of the Treasury. He 
says that, by none of the agreements made with them by 
him, either before or since the deposite act of the 2:d of 
June, 1836, has it ever been stipulated that they should 
furnish this specific information, and that they have not 
furnished it. Sir, it was precisely the most important of 
all possible information to show their actual condition ; 
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and the omission to call for it would be inexcusable, but 
for the reason pleaded by the Secretary, that it was not re- 
quired by law. The omission was the fault of the law, 
and not of the Secretary, and yet it would have been just 
and judicious if he had required it. There can be no hon- 
est reason for the banks to refuse it, and it would now be 
the best of all evidence to show what profit was derived by 
those banks from the deposites. We must, therefore, be 
content with an estimate; and a permanent deposite of 
twelve hundred thousand dollars for more than two years 
may be fairly estimated at ten per cent., or one hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars a year; and, as it is to be 
continued for nine, fifteen, and twenty-one months longer, 
the whole sum is in such deposite equivalent to a gratuity 
to the State of Alabama of four hundred thousand dollars, 
at the expense of her Northern sisters. 

Mr. ApamMs was proceeding to comment on this state- 
ment, when 

Mr. CamBreLene rose, and appealed to him to permit 
the question to be taken on the bill before the committee. 
He thought the gentleman was going to talk all night, (he 
said, ) and it was late. 

Mr. Apams was sorry the gentleman from New York 
did not relish his remarks. 

Mr. Campretene assured the gentlenian from Massa- 
chusetts that he had not listened to a single word he had said. 

Mr. Aras pursued his remarks. He argued from the 
facts he had been commenting on, that the accumulation of 
the public moneys in certain States had been permitted for 
political effect, and that this had been used as an argument 
with gentlemen from those States to induce them to sus- 
tain other measures of the administration ; and was pro- 
ceeding on this view of the subject, by adducing facts, when 
he was called to order by 

The Cuairnman, who intimated that he was wandering 
from the question immediately before the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. Anpams observed that this was the first time any 
gentleman had been called to order in Committee of the 
Whole by the chairman for not confining himself strictly 
to the question immediately before the committee. It would 
be impossible to enumerate the different subjects which had 
been discussed under questions tou which they had no rele- 
vancy ; and he gave as an instance, the brilliant speech of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Lreane.}] The 
amendment of a gentleman from Georgia had been under 
the consideration of the committee, when that gentleman 
had delivered a philosophical, historical, admirable dis- 
course upon finance, to which the House had listened with 
great pleasure, but which did not, in the remotest manner, 
relate to the particular motion before the committee, and 
had not been interrupted. The chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means himself had made a speech the 
night before upon the same amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia, which gave rise to a dialogue between him- 
self and a colleague, [Mr. Horrman,] and which induced 
a dispute which had, doubtless, been settled to the entire 
satisfaction of both those gentlemen. It was a skirmish in- 
stigated by the private personal enmities and passions of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means himself, 
and he was not restrained by the Chair from wandering 
from the subject of debate; while he (Mr. Anams) had 
been pronounced out of order for connecting with the sub- 
ject before the committee such allusions to another bill as 
tended to show the influence that the manner in which that 
bill passed would have upon his vote. (Cries from the 
House, **Go on!” **go on!) 

From the time of the passage of the deposite act of June, 
1836, it was obviously the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to withdraw from the bank at Mobile all super- 
fluous deposites necessary to pay the whole of the four in- 
stalments to which other States were entitled. The sup- 
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plementary act of July 4, 1836, made it most emphatically 
his duty to do so. The specie circular, if it had any prac- 
tical effect at all, by pouring specie largely into that bank, 
afforded every facility necessary for that operation. In his 
annual report of December, 1836, he recognises that duty, 
and enlarges with no equivocal self-complacency upon his 
womens assiduity in performing it. And what has he 
one? 

In the fourth quarter of 1836 there was in deposite of 
public funds in that bank, $1,060,246 30. 

The four instalments of the deposites payable to the State 
of Alabama, in the year 1837, amounted to $892,115 71. 

What had the Secretary of the Treasury to do but to 
require of that bank to credit the Treasurer of the United 
States with the four instalments due to the State of Ala- 
bama as they became payable, and there would have yet re- 
mained upwards of one hundred thousand dollars in that 
bank to be accounted for. That the Secretary himself un- 
derstood this to be his duty is apparent from the fact which 
appears in his report of the 25th of September last to this 
House, that he did actually so pay off the first, second, and 
third instalments, amounting to $669,086 79. 

Who, then, eould have imagined that, after all these 
payments, when Congress catne together, on the 4th of 
last month, the debt of the Branch Bank of the State of 
Alabama, at Mobile, was still $1,020,856 26? That, from 
the fourth quarter of 1836, in eleven months, and after a 
set-off of nearly seven hundred thousand dollars, the debt 
of the bank had not been reduced so much as forty thou- 
sand dollars? It can possibly have happened only by the 
Secretary’s permitting the funds of the nation, devoted to 
other objects, to flow into this bank as fust as they went 
out by the payment of the three instalments. 

I find in the reports of the Secretary of the Treasury no 
correspondence with the Branch Bank of the State of Ala- 
bama, at Mobile, concerning the payment of the instat- 
ments to the State, nor respecting the warrant for two hun- 
dred and thirteen thousand nine hundred and thirty-two 
dollars and fiftv-nine cents, entered in the column of not 
yet paid, though payable. I have selected this Bank of 
the State of Alabama, at Mobile, as one of those, the rela- 
tions of the Treasury with which are marked with a wil- 
derness of confusion. The case of the Agricultural Bank 
at Natchez is still more extraordinary. That bank got the 
start of all the rest in the suspension of payments, not mere- 
ly of specie, but of others. A Treasury draft upon it, which 
the holder of it was willing to receive in decent rags, was 
yet protested for non-payment on the 2d of May last. By 
the last return of the Treasurer’s accounts, there was a 
balance still due from that bank of upwards of eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Their correspondence with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, communicated with his report 
of 25th September, is truly edifying. ‘The whole corres- 
pondence with the late deposite banks, in that document, 
is searcely less instructive. ‘The Secretaries of the T'reas- 
ury, since the removal of the deposites from the Bank of 
the United States and its branches, year after year, have 
lectured Congress upon the transcendent wisdom of that 
measure, and the present Secretary, in his annual pane- 
gyric upon the deposite State banks, informed us, I think, 
that this measure was no longer an experiment. Its suc- 
cess was unqualified. Its triumph was complete. In look- 
ing over the Secretary's fiscal reports to Congress, and es- 
pecially the correspondence with the deposite banks, I 
could not but wish that this correspondence could be print- 
ed, in parallel columns, with the correspondence between 
the former Secretaries of the Treasury and the president 
of the Bank of the United States, from 1816 to 1833, par- 
ticularly relating to the payment of large sums for the pub- 
lic, in short time, or on sudden emergencies. With the 
Bank of the United States, when the former Secretaries of 
the Treasury had large sums to pay, to transfer, or to bor- 
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row, they used no circumlocutions ; made no timid inqui- 
ries when and how it would suit their convenience ; offered 
no apologies for drawing upon them beyond their means ; | 
no promises that he would not for an indefinite time draw | 
upon them again; nor did the president of that bank ever 
answer heavy drafts or warrants from the Treasury with | 
excuses, and entreaties, and menaces, and discourses about | 
the pressure of the times ; the multitude of bankruptcies ; 
the want of long notices before his drafts; and still less | 
with inquiries whether he could not suspend them from 
March till the next January, or with proposals to borrow 
a million of dollars from an appropriation for an Indian‘! 
treaty, and pay off the Indians with rags, because they pre- 
ferred them. 

The result of all this, sir, has been the twin bills with | 
which this session uf Congress began, and is to close: one 
to postpone for fifteen months the payment of the fourth | 
instalment of the deposite act of 23d June, 1836, to sixteen | 
States of this Union, and the other to authorize the ten 
other States to retain in their banks, effectively, for the | 
same term of time, not only the fourth instalment which | 
they were themselves entitled to receive, but the portion of | 
the sixteen others, which the Secretary of the Treasury 
has suffered to flow into their banks, and which their | 
banks refuse to pay. As the immediate representative of a 
part of the people of one of the plundered States, I have | 
felt it my duty to resist this system of measures in both its 
parts, and even in these last hours of the session to expose 
it in all its nakedness. If the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means will not hear me, I hope that his con- 
stituents and mine will. I have laid the whole system 
bare to the bone. The question of further postponement 
of the fourth instalment will come up again at the next or 
the succeeding session of this Congress. I am determined 
that whatever pretences may then be alleged for that post- 
ponement, or for the total repeal, which even now was in- 
tended and too thinly disguised, not a shadow of the pre- 
tence shall be left that the fourth instalment could not have 
been paid without a new tax upon the people. Every 
man, woman, and child, conversant with the four rules of 
arithmetic, who will look at this my tabular statement, will 
see that when this session of Congress commenced, there 
were in the deposite banks of the ten Southmost and 
Western States balances due to the Treasury sufficient 
not enly to pay off the whole fourth instalment to the whole 
twenty-six States, but to leave still balances of millions for 
the lawful expenses of the nation; that even on the Ist of 
October, when the instalment should have been paid, and 
when, after the session commenced, more than two mil- 
lions and a half had been extracted from those balances, 
there was still left of them an amount adequate to pay the 
whole fourth instalinent, and to leave half a million of sur- 
plus for other exigencies of the Treasury. 

Mr. Chairman, when I first observed in the statement 
annexed to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury at 
the commencement of the session, the enormous dispropor- 
tion between the balances due from the Northern and those 
from the most Southern and Western banks, I attributed 
this pernicious engorgement of the public funds, the prox- | 
imate cause of the ostensible necessity for postponing the | 
payment of the fourth instalment, to the far-famed specie 
circular. By that document all the receivers of public 
moneys were required to annex to their monthly returns 
to the ‘Treasury Departinent the amount of gold and silver 
received by them respectively, and each deposite bank was 
required to annex to every certificate given upon a deposite 
of money, the proportions of it actually paid in gold, in sil- 
ver, and in bank notes. The object of this order could be 
no other than to keep the Department at all times apprized 
of the aggregate amount of the gold and silver which had 
been received, and where it was all deposited. There was 
no use in requiring the returns, unless the returns as they 


1709 OF DEBATES IN CONGRESS. 





Accounts of the Deposite Banks. 


1710 


[H. or R. 





came in were continually digested by some subordinate 
clerk of the Department, to keep the Secretary constantly 
advised of the aggregate amounts, and where they were to 
be found. This information was precisely what I wanted, 
and the House, at my motion, on the 30th of last month, 
adopted a resolutivn calling upon the Secretary of the T'rea- 
sury for copies of these returns required by the specie cir- 
cular. I hold in my hand the report of the Secretary in 
answer to the call. It is, that the returns and certificates 
will amount in the aggregate to near one thousand five 


| hundred documents, and that it would not be in the power 


of the Department, without a great addition to its clerical 


| force, to have them all copied in season to be submitted 
| 


during the present session of Congress. 

The purpose of the call must have been perfectly ob- 
vious to the Secretary. It was a summary abstract of the 
amount of gold and silver received by virtue of the specie 
circular; the names of the officers by whom it had been 
received, and of the banks in which it had been deposited. 
If he had not, as I think he should have, such an abstract 
constantly before him, he surely has not in the Department 
a thousand dollar clerk, who could not have made it out 
from his fifteen hundred documents in two days. But he 
seems to have thought that this labor could be more easily 
performed by a deliberative assembly of two hundred and 
forty members in session, than by one of his clerks, for he 
adds that ‘‘ if the information contained in them is wanted 
at an early day, the Department (clerks and all) would 
respectfully propose, at once, to lay the original returns 
and certificates of deposite before the House for examina- 
tion, should that course meet with its approbation.” 

Mr. Chairman, the Department might as respectfully 
have proposed to send up to this House the whole mass of 
its records and files, as these fifteen hundred original doc- 
uments. It reminded me of a caricature which, in my 
youthful days, more than half a century ago, amused me in 
London. It was on the occasion of Charles Fox’s famous 
India bill, which proposed to take from the East India 
Company the government of that country, and transfer it 
to Commissioners appoiuted by Parliament. It produced a 
prodigious excitement throughout the kingdom, and ended 
in the total overthrow of the coalition ministry of Fox and 
North, ‘There was a large majority for it in the House of 
Commons, but it was detested by the King, and excessively 
odious as a violation of chartered rights to the people. | 
was then in London, and remember seeing, at the print 
shops, a caricature of Charles Fox, with the immense pile 
of buildings called the India House, in Leadenhall street, 
upon his back, staggering up with it to Saint Stephen’s 
chapel. ‘The respectful proposal of the Departinent re- 
minds me of this caricature. Methinks I see the Secretary, 
with the Department on his back, upheaving its vastness to 
mount the Capitol, and break its way into this Hall. | 
should be sorry to give him the trouble, and prefer to lack 
the desired information. 

Mr. Chairman, I cannot vote for this bill in any shape; 
not that I am unwilling to afford relief to the people of the 
Statés where these delinquent banks are situated, or even 
to grant every reasonable indulgence of time to the banks 
themselves. Rash and reckless as the directors of these 


| banks must have been to involve themselves and their in 


stitutions in such at enormous mass of debt, upon the 
credit of deposites of funds belonging to the nation, as to 
be unable, without a letter of license, for years, to restore 
the trust, as they had pledged themselves to do, on demand, 
I hold this Government, and especially the last adminis- 
tration, nor can I except the present, swamped in a far 
deeper responsibility, for the delinquency of these banks, 
than the banks themselves. ‘* Lead us not into tempta- 
tion,” is the daily prayer which the founder of our religion 
has taught frail and feeble man to address to his Maker— 
and it is founded upon the principle that, from the « misti- 
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tution of our nature, the /eader into temptation is respon- | administration in the rejection of the sub-Treasury bill, 
sible for the fall of him who is led. Under whatever form | proceeded to comment with severity on the expendiure of 
of government the human being is associated, the most | the public money on the agency of Mr. Rush, at London, 
sacred duty of the ruler is not to lead the subject of his | and argued to show that, including every thing, it was 
rule into temptation. ‘The administration which wilfully | costing the United States about $14,000 a year. He called 
and wantonly took away the custody of the public moneys | for the reading of Mr. Rush’s letter on the expenses and 
from the institution to which it had been committed by | delays of suits in the British Court of Chancery ; and also 
law, shivered the trust into tatters, and then intrusted it, in | that of the Secretary of the Treasury, proposing the appro- 
broken fragments, to irresponsible State banks, committed | priation in the bill. He concluded by moving to strike 
the double wrong of robbing the national institution of its | out from the bill the item of ten thousand dollars for fur- 
right, and of leading its new trustees into temptation; and, | ther expenses of the mission to London concerning the 
as if that was not enough, it prompted, it philtered them | Smithsonian legacy. 

| 

i 

| 


into seduction. I cannot have the heart to visit with severe | After a brief reply from Mr. CAMBRELENG, in 
punishment the weakness of the victim, while the tempter 


| which he insisted that the Secretary was only carrying out 
is beyond the reach of my power, and still glories in his | the law which Mr. Wise himseif, in company with Mr. 


shame: while the successor to his authority still clings to | Avams, had advocated, the question was taken on the mo- 
the leeks and onions of Egypt, and is not ashamed to tell | tion to strike out, and negatived: Yeas 65, nays 74. 
this suffering nation that the people of Europe—the people | Mr. W. COST JOHNSON then addressed the House 
of England—are afflicted at this time with the same calam- | for an hour in a discursive speech, in which he complained, 
ity, and springing from the same causes, as themselves. in very strong terms, of the breach of faith of the Secre- 
I feel with deep sensibility the distresses of the people | tary of the ‘Treasury, in his public promise to pay the mem- 
of Alabama, of Louisiana, of Mississippi, and of the whole | bers in gold, if they desired It. Members had applied to 
debtor States, and can have no possible animosity against | the Sergeant-at-arms for gold, and had been told that there 
their banks ; but my own immediate constituents are suf- | was no more of it, but that they could have silver, or 
fering still more intensely from the same heartless experi- | notes of State banks, or of the District banks. He advert- 
ment; more intensely, because the Department, smooth | ed to a number of other topics, but this was the principal 
as the down of thistle to the Southern and Western banks, | theme of remark. 
has been sharp as the thistle itself to the banks of the | Mr. BYNUM said a very serious charge had been 
North. The only reason, the only necessity, for with- | brought against the Secretary of the Treasury ; for which, 
holding the fourth instalinent from the fourteen creditor | if guilty, he certainly deserved not only the censure of that 
States is to postpone the payment of the balances due by | House, but also of the whole people of the country. That 
the banks of the ten debtor States. T'o this I cannot con- | gentleman had no seat upon that floor, and was -thereby 
sent. debarred from all opportunity of defending himself. Mr. 
Nor is my opposition to these two bills prompted by the | B. did not rise at that time to defend the Secretary, but 
mere consideration that they are unwise and unjust in | simply to ascertain the facts upon which this serious charge 
themselves, bit that they are the pioneers of a system of | had been made against that distinguished individual. He 
policy to pervade this commencing administration through- | would, then, premise that his honorable friend who had 
out its whole career—a system of sacrificing the rights and | just taken his seat, would find that the Secretary of the 
interests, as well as the feelings, of the North, to the | Treasury had not imposed upon him or other members, but 
overwhelming influence of Southern theories, Southern | that others had. He begged permission to have read the 
interests, and Southern dictation. This is but the first | letter of that officer to the Clerk of the House ; which was 
step of a long line of march; and the preposterous divorce | done. 
of bank and State, so delicious to the taste, and so cheer- The letter was as follows : 
ing to the hopes of nullification, is undoubtedly the second. on Pc SRS ee eka t 4 
This measure, too absurd for serious reasoning, too alarm- “Ss e eae a hates eg August ah Fi ay 
ing for scornful derision, so absurd that it was impossible k a; 7u8 oe SEPeOR Se poem r pre 
to believe it proposed with sincerity, so terrible to the fu- | ™2*** he coders ete 7 Pia, WA. SRDaE. | CRN cai 
turity of this nation, if reaily sincere, after floating triumph- information ae a of h ‘Ho e benefit and nod 7 
antly, in its passage from the Department, through the | tion of the members of the House of Representativer, eat 
Senate into this House, has this day, by a timid and al- this Departinent will be prepared ? furnish funds for their 
most despairing resistance, been deferred till the winter | yee See ra city banks Seen: Se - = 
session, fur the scary and the wavering to go home and | drafts oe several o the collectors of the rae and re- 
feel the pulse of the democracy of numbers. With the | C!Ves of the public money, or the former deposite banks, 
. re . : ‘ + gs suitable sums, as may be most convenient to any of 
winter session it will come back, and nullification, under | m sane © ° 7 ) 
the rankest exhalation of whose pestilential breath it pour- | them. ied soilless bedi Si 
ed forth its first fetid infusions into this Hall, will again i Si, sir, Very, FOapeOn Ts FOMt Shores saree, 
: mati er eter? mea opal . LEVI WOODBURY, 
make her harpy feast upon its offals. That it will ever re- << Secret he Tr 
ceive the sanction of this House, may a merciful Heaven . : Secretary of the Treasury. 
forbid! In the interval, at least, I will cherish the hope | “Ww. ni re he Esq. Re he U.S” 
of better things, and catch every gleam of brighter pros- | Clerk of the House of Reps. of the U. S. 
pects to illuminate the auspices of the coming year." Now, sir, (continued Mr. B.) the House would per- 
Mr. Avams concluded at about eight o’clock, when, | ceive that the honorable gentleman who had made this 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the bill was laid | serious charge against the Secretary of the Treasury had 
aside, and the bill ‘* making additional appropriations for | presumed too much upon that kind of information which 
the year 1837, taken up in its stead. ofien led to error, and involved bim who relied upon it, 
‘PAE > TATION likewise, inerror. It had been stated there that the Secre- 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. aaa” 
tary of the Treasury had proposed to pay the members of 
| that body in ‘* gold alone.” The House has heard the 
| letter of that officer, and it contained no such promise 
whatever. 
Mr. WISE took the floor, and, after some general re- Mr. WISE. 
marks of a congratulatory character on the defeat of the 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, in a few words, explained the 
grounds of the bill, as arising from a deficiency in the re- 
ceipts of the Treasury. 


I would ask the gentleman if he referrred 
to me, 


General Appropriation Bill. {Ocr. 14, 1837. 
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Mr. BYNUM. 
heard it. 

Mr. WISE. Inever made such a statement that he 
promised to pay in ‘* gold alone.” 

Mr. BYNUM. I care not who made the charge, but 
it must be in the recollection of the House that the asser- 


tion was made that he had given a promise to pay the | 


members in gold ; and I appeal to the House to say whether 
I do not state facts. 


Mr. B. would now ask the reading of a letter from the | 


Sergeant-at-arms, in reply to one he had addressed to that 


officer, calling upon him to state the facts whether the | 
specie was exhausted, and whether any members had been | 


denied being paid therein, as set forth in the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The following was the letter addressed by Mr. B. to the 
Sergeant-at-arms, and his reply : 


** House or Representatives, Oct. 13, 1837. 
‘Sir: Will you beso good as to inform me if you have 
stopped paying the members of Congress in specie for their 
mileage and per diem of the present session, and whether 


you will not be able to pay the whole off in specie for the | 


present session of Congress? Please answer this in writing. 
** Yours, respectfully, 
“J. A. BYNUM.” 

** Dean sir: In reply to the above, I can only say that I 
have drawn from the bank coin (either gold or silver) for 
every member who has requested it, and have now about 
$2,000 in specie drawn for the checks of members, that is 
now ready to be paid tu them; and I have been assured by 
the cashier of the bank that they were prepared to pay in 
specie all our checks. 

** Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
**ROD’K DORSEY.” 

Mr. W 
Sergeant-at-arms, about an hour or so ago, and he saw a 
member from Virginia being paid in notes ; he did not then 
sce that member in his seat. Mr. J. 
Mr. Dorsey whether he was paying off members in gold 
and silver, and he replied that he was not. Mr. J. asked 
him if the specie was exhausted, and Mr. D. said that it 
was. This conversation took place in the presence of half 
a dozen members of the House. 
own authority the Sergeant-at-arms told him so, and be 
saw him with his own eves dealing out notes. 

Mr. RIVES said he was not the member from Virginia 
alluded to, but he thought if this matter were investigated, 
it would be found that that member preferred taking notes 
to specie; for Mr. R. had been otherwise informed, that 


that officer had a stock of specie on hand, and had not re- | 


fused so to pay any member who desired it. Nay, more, 
that he had on several occasions, when members have ap- 
plied to him for their pay, inquired how they would wish 
to have it. Some of them replied that they would prefer 


Treasury notes, contemplating their issue, and, in that | 
Some had | 


event, concluded to wait till they were issued. 
preferred Virginia bank notes, others had preferred District 
paper, and others again gold and silver ; perhaps none have 
preferred silver. ‘There was no question that the promise 
contained in the Secretary’s letter had been fully complied 
with, and every member, who desired it, had been paid in 
specie, 

Mr. WISE again called for the ‘* emphatic” reading of 
Mr. Woodbury’s letter, (as given above,) which he still 
insisted was an imposition. 


The letter having been read, Mr. W. cited from it the 


following passage: ‘*as may be most convenient to any of | 


them.” 
Now, said he, which was most convenient? 
wus the general term, embracing both gold and silver, but 


the letter was an imposition, for there was not a man there 


You. XIV.—107 





e | 
Ido not recollect who it was, but I | 


| take silver? No. 


who would take forty or fifty pounds weight of silver, and 
that in fractions of a dollar, for they could not get it in 
whole dollars. Was it convenient then for members to 
Then they were reduced to Hobson’s 
choice—paper or silver, having no gold, and therefore they 
were compelled to take paper, and therefore too Levi could 
not redeem his promise. Mr, W. stated, in confirmation 
of this fact, that Mr. Hausrep, of New Jersey, made ap- 
plication to the Sergeant-at-arms for gold, and could not 
get it. The Sergeant-at-arms refused it. 

Mr. JOHNSON interposed, and said that, in the re- 
marks he had made on this subject, he, in no way, intend- 





. ©. JOHNSON said he was in the room of the | 


thereupon asked | 
|} members! 


He repeated upon his | 


ed to impeach that officer, for a more faithful, diligent, 
and honorable one they had never had. 

Mr. WISE remarked that he did not design to impeach 
the conduct of the Sergeant-at-arms, and that officer would 
not so understand him, but there were a dozen members 
who could confirm what he had stated. Mr. Dorsey had 
| to pay out what funds were in his possession, or he was 
supplied with, and gold, at present, formed no part of 
them. 

Let him also inform the House of another fact, that the 
very specie they were then paid with, even the silver, was 
the bank’s specie, and not the Government’s. The Bank 
of the Metropolis had loaned the Government some twenty 
or thirty thousand dollars.in specie for this purpose, for 
| the Government had neither gold nor silver of its own 
to pay out. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Chair what was the ques- 
tion. 

The CHAIR stated it was on the clause respecting the 
item for an agent in J.ondon to prosecute the Smithsonian 
bequest. 

Mr. BRIGGS expressed an carnest hope that the com- 
mittee would take the question. There they were at 10 
o’clock of a Saturday night, on the last night too of the 
session, with much important business to act upon, wast- 
ing about two hours on the contemptible question, wheth- 
er the Sergeant-at-arms had gold or silver to pay the 
Inthe name of Heaven, he called upon the 
members of that House to continue this discussion no fur- 
ther, a discussion, together with the question involved in 
it, of no consequence to any human being on earth. 

While up, he must say, that the effort of his friend 


| from Virginia [Mr. Wise] to fix any thing wrong upon 


Specie | 


the Secretary of the Treasury, from the reading of his let- 
ter, did not meet Mr. B’s approbation. The Secretary 
told the Clerk of the House, that the members would be 
| paid either in notes of the city banks, or specie, or drafts 
upon collectors or receivers, or deposite banks, in one or 
the other, as should suit their convenience. Now he 
would ask the gentleman if it was a fair construction, to 
say that this was a promise to pay in ‘** gold !” 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, called the gentleman 
to order, for irrelevancy. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I will come to order, sir; for I am too 
well aware of the utter irrelevancy of this whole discus- 
sion ; and being so, I stand corrected. 

Mr. HAWKINS begged leave to state what he witness 
ed in relation to this matter, in the room of the Sergeant- 
at-arms. 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, objected. 

Mr. GLASCOCK hoped the gentleman from North 
Carolina would be allowed to go on, especially as he was 
a member who had never, in his life, delayed the business 
of the House. [Loud and general cries of ‘* go on!” ** go 
on!” 

Mr. HAWKINS then made a statement substantially 
| as follows: That he had stepped into the room where the 
Sergeant-at arms was paying the members, when he heard 
| the member from Virginia, from the Richmond district, 
{[Mr. Ropentson, } apply to that officer to know in what 
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kind of currency he intended to pay him. Mr. Dorsey 
observed that he could pay him in specie, and asked him 
what kind of money he wanted. Mr. Ronenrson stated 
that he wished Virginia paper. Mr. Dorsey said he had 
not got Virginia paper, but would try and get it for him. 
One of Mr. H’s colleagues, standing by, said if Mr. Dor- 
sey would give him specie for fifty dollars of United States 
Bank paper, perhaps these notes would suit Mr. R’s con- 
venience. Mr. 





Rosertson said he would not take the | 


notes of the United States Bank, but would much prefer | 


Virginia bank paper to them. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. WISE then moved to amend the clause by re- 
ducing the item for the expenses of the agency to London, 


to aitend to the Smithsonian bequest, from 10,000 to 


$5,000. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had not the least objec- | 


tion, because, if the larger sum was found to be requisite, 
it could be provided for next session. 

The amendment was accordingly agreed to. 

‘The committee then rose and reported, and the amend- 
ment having been concurred in, the bill was ordered to a 
third reading ; it was then read a third time and passed. 

SUSPENSION OF RULES. 

A jvint resolution of the Senate suspending the rules 
which prohibit the transmission of bills from one House 
tu the other during the last three days of the session, and 
also the presenting of bills to the President within that 
time, was agreed to, after amending it 0 as to except the 
sub-Treasury bill from its operation. 

On motion of Mr. F. O. J. SMITH, the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union were discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill to.settle with the 
deposite banks. 

SEMINOLE WAR. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then 
again went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Brigeés in the chair, ) on the bill making 
appropriations for the Seminole war. 

The bill having been read through, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG submitted a variety of statements, 
showing the necessity of a further call of $1,600,000, 
among which was the following letter from the Secretary 
of War: 

War Dreartment, Sept. 14, 1837. 

Sin: The Seminole Indians baving a second time failed 
to comply with their engagements, this Department has been 
compelled to make extensive preparations for a vigorous 
prosecution of the war in Florida. The of the 
measures adopted by the Government, in pursuance of a 
humane policy towards the Indians, and our duty to pro- 
tect the persons and property of the citizens of that Territory 
from outrage and us no alternative other 
than the enforcement of the treaty; and an effort is being 
nade to enable the officers charged with its execution, ef- 
fectually to accomplish this object. The of the 
country and of the climate has enabled the enemy to pro- 
long this contest to an unexpected length; but the expe- 
rience of the officers, who, with so much constancy and 


success 


vil lence, leave 


nature 


courage, have hitherto conducted the military 
there, the knowledge of the country they have acquired, 
and the means which will be placed at their disposal, all 
give reasonable hopes of bringing the w 


yperations 


ir to a speedy and 
successful close. 

The disastrous consequences of an unsuct 
campaign involved the country in great expenses, which 
were much increased during the protracted negotiations 
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the ordinary expenses of the war establishment were ne- 
These unavoidable expenses, with 
those incurred by the preparations now making to collect 
a sufficient force and ample supplies for the ensuing cam- 
paign, have exhausted the means placed at the disposition 
of this Department for the suppression of Indian hostilities, 
and will render further legislative provision necessary. 
There will be required for the suppression of Indian hos- 
tilities, under the following heads, the sum of $1,588,848 22, 
to wit: 
For forage, means of transportation, and various other ob- 
jects of supply, to be procured by the Quartermaster’s 


department, and to meet the contingent expenses of 

the service - - - - $800,000 00 
For pay of volunteer force that will be em- 

ployed in Florida - - - 600,000 00 
For clothing and equipage to be provided 

by the Purchasing department - - 153,848 22 
For supplies to be furnished by the Ord- 

nance department . - - 25,000 00 
For medical supplies - - - 10,000 00 





$1,588,848 22 


With a view to an economical prosecution of the impor- 


| tant work now in progress on the Red river—the removal 


which terminated so unfortunately by the Indians again | 


violating their treaty obligations. During this period, ves- 
sels were kept in readiness at great cost, and other means 
provided to facilitate the emigration of the Indians, while 


| 


of the raft—it is respectfully suggested that the sum of 
$25,000 be appropriated at the present time. ‘This amount, 
it is confidently believed, if applicd now, will enable the 
Department to complete that object; whereas, if the works 
be suspended for want of funds, until the usual period of 
making the annual appropriations, much precious time will 
be lost, and great additional expense incurred. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant. 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Siras Wrieur, Jr. 
Chairman Committee of Finance, Senate. 


Mr. EVERETT said that on a foriner occasion he had 
intimated an intention, when this bill should come up, to 
submit some remarks on the conduct of the Seminole war, 
but he had concluded to forbear at this time to go into the 
subject. He was induced to do this under the expectation, 
which he believed the whole country entertained, that the 
present would be the last campaign, and this the last appro- 
priation-the House would be called on to make in support 
of that war. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

NEW YORK FIRE. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the committee take 
up the bill to remit the duties on certain goods destroyed 
by fire in the city of New York. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, wished to inquire of the 
gentleman if be thought to pass that bill the present session ! 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that he hoped so, and 
inade an earnest appeul to the committee to give its appro- 
bation to the measure. 

The bill was then taken up, and having been read by 
the Clerk, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, to test the sense of the commit- 
tee, proposed that it be iaid aside, and that the committee 
refuse at present to act upon it. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped that motion would not 
prevail. 

Mr. HOFFMAN also joined in that wish, and the motion 
was disagreed to: Ayes 66, noes 67. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred with the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that they had not time to discuss this bill 
then, but he did not consider it necessary, after the very 
long debate upon it last year, which had been spread be- 
the nation, and he therefore trusted the committee 
would act upon it at once, and report it to tLe House. 
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Mr. ‘THOMPSON strongly opposed the bill, and ex- 
ad his determination to defeat it, and moved that it be 
Lod aside. 
Mr. PHILLIPS said a few words in its support. 
Mr. OWENS moved that the committee rise, and report 
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GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL—AMEND- 
MENTS THERETO. 
On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then 








| resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 


the Seminole war bill, which was agreed to; and that bill | 


having been engrossed, was read the third time and passed. 


DEPOSITE BANKS. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the bill | 


from the Senate ‘* for adjusting the remaining claims upon 
the late deposite banks” was taken up. 

Mr. J. moved to amend the bill by striking out the 
clause granting the deposite banks four, six, aud nine 
months, and by inserting the following: ‘* The first instal- 
ment to be paid on the first day of July next, the second 
on the first day of January, 1839, and the remaining in- 
stalment on the first day of July, 1839.” Mr. J. ex- 
plained the important services rendered to the Govern- 
ment by the two deposite banks in the city of New Or- 
leans, and the strong claims they had upon the Govern- 
ment for indulgence, and exhibited a statement showing 
the millions which had been transferred, by order of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, from other points to the said 
banks in New Orleans, and paid there. He remarked that 
those banks would probably sustain immense losses by re- 
mittances in exchange to points designated by the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, in consequence of the protest of the 
greater portion of them. Had the bills so purchased and 
remitted been paid, nearly the whole debt due to the Gov- 
ernment would have been extinguished. They were drawn, 
he said, on houses believed to be perfectly good at the time, 
and would have bee punctually paid but for the recent 
pressure, which had created such a convulsion in the com- 
mercial affairs of the country. Notwithstanding those 
losses, however, the banks, he said, are now prepared, and 
always have been, to pay the whole amount due by them, 
in such funds as they received in deposite. 

Mr. J. contended that, independently of the claims of 
the deposite banks upon the Government for indulgence, it 
was due to the people that it should be granted; that, by 
pressing the banks, a pressure would be created upon the 
people. He was decidedly opposed to the amendment pre- 
sented by his colleague, [Mr. Gantann,] as well as to the 
one offered by the gentleman from New York. They were 
both calculated, if adopted, to operate injuriously. 

Mr. POPE and Mr. ADAMS severally opposed the bill ; 
when the amendment was agreed to: Yeas 77, nays 54. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, to put an end to this matter, 
he moved the previous question. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired, before he could vote for 
it, if the banks were required to pay interest. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied in the affirmative. 

The previous question was then seconded, and the main 
question having been ordered, the amendment was concur- 
red in; and the question being on the final passage of the bill, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said he was totally 
opposed to this bill in every shape and form; and, therefore, 
he asked for the yeas and nays, but they were refused. 

Mr. BELL opposed the bill, and demanded some ex- 


planations, as to its details, of the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means, which were given. 
suggested, as the best mode of disposing of the subject at 
so late a period in the session, to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to suspend all legal proceedings against the 
banks referred to in the bill, until the next session of Con- 
gress. He considered the bill to be loosely drawn, con- 
taining no provision for the case of those banks against 
which suits had been actually instituted. 

After a few words from Mr. MARTIN, the question 
was taken on the passage of the bill, as amended, and de- 
cided in the affirmative 


He then | 


of the Union, (Mr. Buiees in the chair, ) and took up the 
amendments proposed thereto by the Senate. There were 
three. 

The first makes appropriation of $25,000 for the print- 
ing and binding of certain documents ordered by the Sen- 
ate. 

The second provides for an additional appropriation of 
$2,000, for extra clerk hire in the office of the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, under laws passed at the present session of 
Congress. 

The third authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to 
settle all outstanding Treasury dafts or transfers on the 
deposite banks, under the deposite act of 1836, such drafts 
or transfers to be received at par in the payment of debts, 
without allowance of interest or damages thereon. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, made objection to the 
second proposed amendment; and, by consent, the other 
two amendments were first taken up, and concurred in by 
the committee. 

The second amendment being then exclusively under 
consideration, after some remarks from Messrs. JOHN- 
SON, of Louisiana, and THOMPSON, the proposition 
was rejected: Yeas 67, nays 62. 

On motion, the committee then rose, and reported the 
amendments to the House. And the question being on 
the concurrence of the House with the Senate in the pro- 
posed amendments, (the question being taken on them sev- 
erally, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, demanded some expla- 
nation as to the first amendment, calling for an addi- 
tional appropriation of $25,000 for certain printing and 
binding. 

The Clerk read several resolutions of the Senate autho- 
rizing the printing of certain documents relating to the ces- 
sion of the District of Columbia to the United States, and 
other subjects; and, after some remarks from Messrs. CAR- 
TER, MENEFEE, CUSHING, and DUNCAN, the 
amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. CUSHING then asked for some information in re- 
gard to the third proposed amendment; and whether the 
provisions it contains were intended to reach, or to apply 
to, any particular case ! 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made a brief reply. 

The first and third amendments of the Senate were 
agreed to, the House non-concurring with the second. 

A motion to adjourn was here made, and lost. 

THE NEW YORK FIRE BILL. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on the bill to relieve the owners 
of goods destroyed at the great fire in New York from the 
payment of duties thereon. And this motion was lost by a 
vote of 66 yeas to 70 nays. 

HOUR OF MEETING ON MONDAY. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, asked the consent of 


the House to offer a motion, that when the House adjourn 
it be to meet on Monday, at 7 o’clock A. M. (Cries of No! 
no! from all sides. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY named 8 o’clock A. M. (Cries of 


No! repeated. ) 

A geutleman from Georgia named 9 o’elock A. M. 
(Same cries 

Mr. WHITTLESEY demanded the suspension of the 
rule, to enable him to make the motion: this motion re- 
quiring a vote of two-thirds, prevailed—Yeas 112, nays 
not counted; and the motion to meet at 8 o’clock on Mon- 
day morning was carried. 

‘Another unsuccessful motion was then made to adjourn 
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Several enrolled bills were presented, and signed by the 
Speaker. 

Mr. DUNCAN, on leave, had the record of his vote on 
the motion to lay the motion to reconsider the vote on the 
sub-Treasury bill this day, changed from the affirmative 
to the negative. 

Mr. CURTIS made another unsuccessful attempt to pre- 
vail on the House to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the New York fire relief bill. 


THE DEPOSITE BANK ADJUSTMENT BILL, 
AS AMENDED. 


The Senate, having concurred in the amendment pro- 
posed by the House to this bill, proposed a further amend- 
ment, declaring that the default referred to in the bill shall 
be understood to be a failure of any of the deposite banks 
to pay the drafis of the Treasury; and that such bank be 
charged six per centum per annum interest on such drafts 
for the time of default. 

Messrs. McKAY, POPE, and GRAVES, made a few 
remarks upon the proposed amendment ; and 

Mr. LOOMIS, of Ohio, moved to lay the whole bill on 
the table; which motion was lost. 

Mr. GRAVES thought the amendment partial and op- 
pressive in its provisions, and was making sone remarks 
to that effect, when he observed that he should suspend 
them, until the Chair had finished his conversation with 
another member. 

The SPEAKER said it was usual for the Chair to an- 
swer such questions, in regard to the pending business, as 
any member chose to come to the Speaker’s table to pro- 
pound ; that he was doing this tien, and could not be ex- 
pected to look intently on every gentleman who addresses 
the House. 


Mr. GRAVES thought the Chair could not attend to in- | 


dividual members of the House and to the business of the 
Chair at one and the same time. 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman to order; and 

Mr. GRAVES proceeded with his remarks. He wished 
the amendment proposed to be so modified as to be uniform 
in its application to all the deposite banks. 

Mr. LOOMIS, of New York, reviewed the course the 
debate had originally taken upon the proposed amendments, 
and upon the different propositions, as made by himself and 
others, and the action of the House upon the same. He 
thought the bill had better not pass in the form proposed 
by the Senate, but should rather, fur the present, be post- 
poned, and broug)t forward hereafter in a more digested 
form. Mr. L. closed his remarks by moving to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until the first Monday 
in December next. 

Mr. POPE said he had conceived that there were two 
objects for the convention of Congress at this session: the 
first was to relieve the mercantile distress of the country ; 
and the second, to devise such means as would zelieve the 
banks, and enable them to resume specie payments iinme- 
diately. He was in favor of such action on this bill as 
would accomplish the latter object most speedily. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG reminded the House that it was | 
then ten o’clock at night, and that the proposition before | 


them was the only one impeding their progress. 

Several gentlemen expressed opinions favorable to im- 
mediate action on the amendment, and Mr. GRAVES 
hoped that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Loomis] 
would withdraw his motion; which suggestion was com- 
plied with by the latter. 

The question being on concurrence with the Senate in 
their amendments, 

Mr. WISE called for a count, which was ordered, and 
it appeared that the House was without a quorum. 

A motion being made to proceed with the consideration 
uf the subject before the House, 
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Mr. WISE would not consent to act on a matter so im- 
portant in that state the House. Here were some 80 mem- 
bers doing the business, to transact which 240 had been 
sent! Nor was there a quorum in the Senate, either; and 
on a bill like this! at a distress session, too! He could not 
consent to it. . 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the House non-concur with 
the Senate in its proposed amendment, with a view to a 
conference between the two Houses. 

Mr. LE WIS remarked that there was neither a quorum 
in the Senate nor in the House. 

Mr. ADAMS said, the House can neither concur nor 
non-eoncur. It was then Sunday morning, he observed, 
and he would move that the House adjourn. But he with- 
held this motion until the question on concurring was put, 
when it appeared (by a count of tellers) that there was no 
quorum present, 61 voting in the affirmative, and 22 in the 
negative. 

Mr. McKIM moved that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WISE. Let us see who the members are who do 
not choose to adjourn under these circumstances. I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the vote stood : 
Yeas 38, nays 50. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then said that it would be sub- 
jecting the members present to too much inconvenience to 
keep them here during the tedious process of a call of the 
House, so late at night. But, if the officers of the House 
do their duty, a quorum may be kept on Monday, when he 
hoped to see such an attendance as would result in the 
transaction of the public business. 

Mr. THOMAS suggested that it was better to pass a vote 
of non-concurrence, which would leave this question just 
where it was, when many members went home, believing 
that no further action would be had upon the bill before the 
House. 

Mr. HAYNES could not consent to do business with 
the knowledge that there was no quorum present. Before 
any question could be entertained, the presence of members 
must be compelled. 

Mr. LEWIS. Let us have a call of the House, then, 
and compel the attendance of members. 

Mr. ADAMS would not consent to act upon any ques- 
tion without a quorum. This bill he considered as the 
price of the deposite postponement bill, passed this session 
by Congress; and a measure of too much importance to 

He would sit 
there till Monday morning, if required, but he, for one, 
would not do business with only eighty members present. 

Mr. HAYNES said he was convinced nothing could 
be done that night, and he therefore would move an ad- 
journment. 

This motion prevailed, without a division, and the House 
adjourned, at half-past 1 o’clock on Sunday morning. 





Monpay, Ocroner 16. 
DEPOSITE BANK ADJUSTMENT BILL. 

The House met at eight o’clock, and a quorum being 
present, proceeded to business. 

The question being on concurrence in the Senate’s 
amendrient to the bill extending indulgence to the depusite 
banks, (declaring the time at which payment of interest on 
balances due shull commence, viz. from the date of any 
default or neglect to pay any draft or requisition of the 
Treasury, ) 

Mr. HAYNES said a few words on the amendment in 
relation to its application only to banks which had been 





delinquent. This excluded from the provisions of the bill 
entirely those which had not been drawn upon at all. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke with warmth in opposition to the 
bill and amendment. Its provisions having reference to 
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the first section of the bill, would, in effect, apply not to 

banks which were delinquent, but involved the absurdity 

of applying it only to banks which were not delinquent. 

Mr. A. said he had demonstrated this at a previous sitting, 

to the conviction, he believed, of every one who had heard | 
him. The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 

Means had not so much as attempted to answer the argu- | 
ment. And Mr. A. now declared, im the presence of this 
House, that if this bill was to go forth to the nation with 
that section in it, it would be a disgrace to our legislation. 
The first section of the bill extended relief to those banks | 
only which were not delinquent; and, as the amendment | 
had reference to the same banks, it would, in fact, have no | 
operation at all, unless from a constructive power in the | 
Secretary ef che Treasury, and a fraudful application of it 
to such banks as were delinquent. If the obstinate perse- 
verance of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in forcing this bill through the House with this ob- 
vious absurdity on its face was to succeed, it should not be 
at least without opposition on the part of Mr. A. He would 
read the first section once more, and would demonstrate, a 
second time, that it had reference only to banks which were 
not delinguent. Let the chairman, cried Mr. A., answer 
me, if he can. [Mr. A. here read the section referred to.] 
What a power, said he, is here given to the Secretary of 
the Treasury! The power of selecting and discriminating 
between bank and bank, at his pleasure ; of refusing to ap- 
ply the benefits of the act to any bank he chose; for, he 
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might reply to its application for relief, ‘You have not 
complied with the requisitions of the Department, and there- 
fore yeu cannot be relieved.” While, when a similar ap- 
plication was made by another bank which he wished to 
favor, he might pags over the matter in perfect silence and 
grant the request. It gave him the power of a double con- 
struction; and under that power be might select any bank 
he choseto ruin, and any other he chose to save, and ap- 


ply the one construction or the other as best suited bis pur- | 


pose. It carried either fraud or absurdity upon its face. 


Mr. A. then went inte a recapitulation of what had pass- 
ed in the House on Saturday in relation to the bill, charac- 
terizing the amendment offered by Mr. Loomis, of New 
York, as proposing nothing but simple, rigorous, abstract 
justice to the States which had been injured by the post- 
poneinent of the deposites, by requiring that the banks of 
those States which held large amounts of money which 
would but for that postponement have gone to other States, 
should pay legal interest for its use. The subsequent 
amendment offered by Mr. Jonnxson, of Louisiana, he refer- 
red tu as a consummation of the bargain which, he said, had 
been, with so much decency, consummated in the face of 
the House between the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means and certain gentleman from Louisiana, whose 
votes he wanted to pass his postponement bill. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND here interposed. Does the gen- 
tleman refer to me? 

Mr. AIMAMS. I refer to no individual whatever. 

Mr. R.GARLAND. Am I the gentleman from Louis- 
iana referred to? 

Mr. ADAMS. 
other gentlemen coming from those States where this money 
lies. 
than to another. 

Mr. CHAPMAN. 


{am the only other member from 
Louisiana. 


T made no bargain of any sort about the mat- 


ter. I have been no devoted friend to the measure from | 


its inception tv its consummativn. 
fore, cannot refer to me. 

Mr. ADAMS. I did not allude to that gentleman—far 
from it. Iam fully aware that he preferred that the bill 
should not pass. I would to God that all the gentleren 
coming from the States most interested could say the 
same. I repeat that the bargain was pointed out by the 


The gentleman, there- 


I had no particular reference to one of them more | 
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gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson, } and a gentleman 
from Missouri, at the very time it took place; and, I say 
further, that I take this amendment to be the consumma- 
tion of that bargain. When it was proposed, in commit- 
tee, that the bill to postpone the deposites should be laid 
aside until this bill for the relief of the banks should first 
be acted upon, the chairman of the committee did openly 


| pledge himself, when resisting that arrangement, that those 


banks should be liberally dealt with: and here we have the 
fulfilment of that pledge. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. Is itin order to refer, in the 
House, to what passed in Committee of the Whole ? 

The SPEAKER was replying, when Mr. Anams said 


| he hoped the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means would not be suffered to put him down. He should 


declare the disgraceful scene, whatever interest that gentle- 


man might have in shutting his mouth. 

The CHAIR here pronounced it wholly out of order to 
refer, in the House, to what had been said or done in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. ADAMS then said he would put a case, and would 
suppose that certain facts had trauspired—not here, but in 
another legislature—in the moon, if gentlemen pleased. 
He then repeated what he had before stated as to the his- 
tory of the amendments to the bill. When the amend- 
ments were still pending, the objections all urged, and 
none of them answered, the bill had been laid aside, other 
bills had been taken up, when the committee rose and re- 
ported progress on the whole. Immediately thereupon, it 
had been moved by a member from Maine, that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of this bill ; the effect of which was to cut off the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Loomts.] The amendment of the gentleman from Louis- 


| iana [Mr. Jonnxson] was then offered, and instantly on its 


ee LC LC 


I did not allude to him more than to | 


adoption the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means sprang to his feet and demanded the previous ques- 
tion, and the bill was thus passed almost by acclamation. 

Now the bill came back from the Senate with an amend- 
ment, which would render the whole either a palpable ab- 
surdity, or else an instrument of fraud. And this was the 
way in which the business of this whole session had been 
conducted—a session which had been called for the purpose 
of organizing an entirely new system of finance for the 
country. The House had sanctioned a series of measures 
all tending to this object ; but the most pernicious and cruel 
of them all had, he thanked Ged, been laid upon the table. 
At least a respite had thus been afforded to the nation, a 
breathing spell, before it had imposed upon it that state of 
servitude which the system, if successful, would not have 
failed to fasten upon it. He now said, openly, in the face 
of the House, that, whenever objections, however strong, 
had been urged against the system of measures which had 
orizinated in the Treasury, with the exception of a few 
paltry amendments proposed by the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, that gentleman had no other recourse 
against them but to call upon his party to ‘* toe the mark ;” 
that had been his answer, and his whole answer, to every 
argument. That had been the history of the session. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, the min- 
ister of the Executive, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who was here to carry into effect the rescripts of the T'reas- 
ury Department, had no other answer to any objections, 
either in gross or in detail, than this cry of ** toe the mark.” 
Mr. A. had asked of him what part of this bill applied to 
delinquent banks? What it was that by the bill the Uni- 
ted States gave up? And he had been utterly unable to 
answer; yet, from his official situation, it was his place to 
answer ingniries pat to him in relation to the public meas- 
ures he brought forward. His only reply had been to get 
the bill laid aside, to consummate his bargain, and then to 
call the previous question. Such had been his course 
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throughout; and Mr. A. could not suffer the session to 
come to a close without exposing and denouncing it to the 
country. Had the system originated in Heaven, (which 
scemed to be the very contrary place to that in which it 
did originate, ) questions of a relevant nature, and properly 
presented, might be asked of him who brought it into the 
House; and it was his official duty to respond to them, 
and to give his reasons, if any he had; but nothing of this 
had been done at all. He had got the deposite postpone- 


ment bill passed, after attempting to force it through the | 


House in its original form, by admitting the minimum 
amendments, and excluding every other. 

The CHAIR here admonished Mr. A. that the deposite 
bill could nut now be discussed ; it was not before the House, 

Mr. ADAMS. I consider each and all of these bills as 
part and parcel of one system, and therefore— 

The SPEAKER. This is a question of concurrence 
with the amendment of the Senate to a different bill. It 
has no connexion with the deposite law; and it is out of 
order to discuss that law at this time. 

Mr. ADAMS. Does the Spgaxenr deny that these meas- 
ures constitute one system! Does he decide that this bill 
and amendment are not part of that system? 

The SPEAKER. 
that question. This is not the deposite bill. 
posite bill cannot now be discussed. 


Mr. ADAMS. I was not discussing the deposite bill. I 


And the de- 


was connecting the other measure with that now before the | 


House. I was showing its connexion with this bill and 
amendment. 
separated; and 1 was deriving an argument against con- 
curring in this amendment from external objects, and the 


anti-deposite law among others. 


the gentleman to connect it with the present subject, and 


there could be shown to exist such a connexion, it would | 


be in order to introduce it; but the Caarn could perceive 
no connexion. He would leave it to the judgment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he did not hear the decision 
of the Caarr. If the gentleman from Massachusetts was 
out of order, he hoped he would not be permitted to pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. ADAMS. Well, since what I was saying is so ex- 
ceedingly disagreeable to the chairman of the Committee 


of Ways and Means, and apparently to the Spraxer of | 


this House, I will sit down. 
The SPEAKER. It is not disagreeable to the Spraxen. 


The Caair is not called to decide | 


They are so connected that they cannot be | 
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a council in the moon, I should consider the gentleman 
himself as very fit to be a member of such a council. 

I demand the previous question. 

Mr. LINCOLN here moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ment on the table. And, as by the rules, this question 
takes precedence, the question was put upon laying on the 
table. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND hoped the motion would be 
withdrawn, that he might have an opportunity of replying 
to the very unjustifiable attack made by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts upon the members frons Louisiana. 

Mr. LINCOLN declined ; and the question was there 
upon put to the House, and decided in the negative 

The call for the previous question was seconded: Ayes 
87, noes 37. 

The previous question was agreed to: Ayes 92, noes 32. 

The main question, on coneurring with the Senate in 
their amendment to the bill, (as above stated,) was then 
put, and carried by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Cambreleng, John Campbell, 
Casey, Chambers, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, 
Coles, Conner, Corwin, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, 
Davec, De Graff, Duncan, Dunn, Ewing, Foster, Gal- 
lup, James Garland, Gholson, Goode, William Graham, 
Grant, Graves, Griffin, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Harper, 
Hawkins, Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Kilgore, Lewis, A. W. Loomis, 
Maury, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McKim, Menefee, Miller, Montgomery, Mor- 


| gan, Matthias Morris, S. W. Morris, C. Morris, Muh- 
The SPEAKER here said that, if it was the object of | 





He has no desire to interrupt the gentleman from Massa- | 


chusetts; but the Cuarr must discharge its official duty. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
Speaker to discharge his duty ‘‘as he understands it ;” 
but, unfortunately for me, the Speaker understands it in 
a different way from what I do. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to order. 
was called to order by the Caairn, and was manifestly out 
of order, and was ordered to take his seat, was it not his 
duty, under the rules of the House, to take his seat? and 
could he again proceed without the leave of the House ? 


I have no doubt of the disposition of the | 


lenberg, Murray, Noble, Ogle, Palmer, Paiker, Par- 
menter, Patton, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, 
Ridgway, Rives, Rumsey, Shields, Sheplor, Southgate, 
Spencer, Stewart, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, ‘Titus, Toland, 
Turney, Vail, Webster, A. S. White, E. Whittlesey, C. 
H. Williams, Yell—107. 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Bond, William B. Calhoun, 
W. B. Campbell, W. B. Carter, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Curtis, Davies, Dennis, Edwards, Everett, R. Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Rice Garland, James Graham, Grennell, Has- 
tings, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Lawler, Lincoln, A. Loomis, Marvin, Mercer, Naylor, 
Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, C. Shepard, 
Sibley, Snyder, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Underwood, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
Yorke—46. 

[This decision completed the passage of the bill through 
noth Houses. } 


[Nore.—In explanation of the part Mr. Apams took 


| in the above debate, he addressed the following note to the 


When a member | 


The SPEAKER said that, when a member was so re- | 


peatedly out of order as to be directed by the Curr to take 
his seat, the rule was as the gentleman from New York 
had stated. But, in the case of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, the Cuarr had abstained from interposing by 
an absolute command, as he was empowered by the rules 
to do. And the gentleman was, therefore, at liberty to 


| passed in the House. 


proceed if he confined himself to the subject before the | 


House. 
Mr. ADAMS. 
the Committee of Ways and Means, I will say no more. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG. All I shall say in reply is, that 


as that gentleman has referred, in his supposititious case, to 


Out of tenderness to the chairman of | 


~ 


Editors :} 
Note by Mr. Adams 


Immediately after Mr. Apams concluded, Mr. CAMBRELENG moved 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to lay aside this 
bill, without taking the qaestion upon either of the amendments pro 
posed by Mr. Loomis, of New York, or by Mr. Jonnson, of Louisiana, 
and to take up the general appropriation bill. This was accordingly 
done. That bill was debated between two and three hours, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG moved it should be reported to the House. It was so re 
a the chairman (Mr. Howarp] added that the committee 

ad had the bill for adjusting the balances remaining due by the late 
deposite banks under consideration, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. The appropriation bill was then debated, amended, and 
Just before the House went into Commitee of 
the Whole on the S:ate of the Union again, Mr. Smitn, of Maine, a 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means, moved to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole from the further consideration of the bill 
for adjusting the balances of the banks. This movement had the effect 
of stifling all further debate in committee, not only on the Lill, but on 
the amendments proposed by Mr. Jonnson and by Mr. Loomis. It 
was made by Mr. Sir, doubtless because Mr. CAMBRELENG was 
aware that, if made by him, it would have been opposed; the com 
mittee having taken no order upon the proposed amendments. The 
motion of Mr. Sm1rx, probably not understood by the House, passed 
without opposition. The House went again into Committee of the 
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TREASURY REPORTS. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG then rose and drew the attention | 
of the House to a very valuable work that had been pub- | 
lished, containing all the Treasury reports on the subject 
of the finances, from the year 1789 to the present time, | 


Whole on the state of the Union; reported, without debate, a bill ap- 
propriating one million six hundred thousand dollars for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities. The House passed it with equal expedition ; 
and then the bill for settling the balances of the banks was called up 
again. Mr. Jomnson forthwith presented his amendment, which was 
to strike out four, six, and nine months, the time allowed by the bill 
as it came from the Senate, and insert the Ist of July, 1838, the Ist of 
January and Ist of July, 1839, for the times of payment by the banks 
of their balances. This amendment was at once adopted, and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG iustantly moved the previous question, thereby depriv- 
ing Mr. Loomis of the opportunity of moving his amendment in the 
House ; which amendment was, that the banks should pay interest at 
the rate of four per cent. per annum upon all balances remaining in 
deposite with them. By this series of manwuvres, the promise made 
by Mr. CAMBRELENG to the members of the debtor States, when the 
postponement bill was laboring on its passage, that if that bill should 
pass, a liberal indulgence would be extended to their banks, was 
faithfully, as to them, performed. The bill was thus driven through 
the House, with the time for settling the balances of the banks extend- 
od, and without even requiring interest of them for the time of defal. 
cation. The manner in which Mr. ARpHaxep Loomts’s amendment 
was exlruded from the consideration of the House was peculiarly re- 
markable. The bill soon came back from the Senate, agreeing to the 
amendment of the House, (extending the time for seulement,) with an 
a:inendment, as follows: 

“And the default mentioned in this act,on which interest is to 
commence at the rate of six per cent shall be understood to be the ne- 
glect or omission of suid banks, or any of them, to answer the drafts or 
requisitions of the Secretary of the Treasury, made on them according 
t» the provisions of the first section of this act.’’ 

When this amendment came back to the House, it was near mid- 
night, and there was no quorum of the House present. Mr. Howarp, 
of Maryland, moved that the House should non-concur with the amend 
ment of the Senate, with a view to a conference between the two 
Houses. The question was taken on Mr. Howarop’s motion, when 
there appeared 61 for non-concurring, and 22 against it. No quorum. 
Mr. Tuomas, of Maryland, observing that, as it appeared from the 
vote just taken, that there was a large majority of the members pres- 
eat, and a majority of a quorum for non-concurring with the amend- 
ment of the Senate, a vote should now be taken, and if a majority of a 
quorum should vote for non-concurrence, it should be considered as a 
vole of the House, and it would leave this question just where it was 
before many of the members had withdrawn from the House. 

Po this Mr. Apams objected ; and, at one o’clock, Sunday morning, 

oved to adjourn, which a majority of the members present refused. 
rhe same motion was afterwards nade by another member, and the 
question being taken by yeas and nays, there appeared 53 for, and 59 
tcainst adjournment 

A call of the House was moved, but it was apparent that in less than 
four hours a quorum could not have been collected; and, ata quarter 
before two in the morning, the House adjourned to meet again at eight 
o'clock Monday moruing. 

At that time the rules prescribing the 
pended at the motion of Mr. CamBreLenc. The House wok up the 
amendment of the Senate ; and instead of the question moved by Mr 
Howarp on Saturday night, that the House should non-concur with 
that a.mendinent, and upon which the vote had stood 61 to 22, and upon 
which Mr. ‘Tuomas had urged that a majority of a quorum had voted 
to non-concur—instead of this, the motion now substituted was to con- 
cur with the amendment of the Senate. 

Vir. ADAMS repeated his objections to the bill; to the promise mae 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, on the 29h of 
september, at the passage of the deposite postponement bill, that fur- 
ther indulgence should be extended to the delinquent banks, if the 
postponement bill should pass; and to the indecent manner, as he 
thought, in which that promise was p rfurmed by the proceedings on 
Saturday night. While making these objections, Mr. A. was repeat 
ediy called to order by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, for referring to what had passe] in Committee of the Whole, 
Littl the SPEAKS 1e depusite postponement Lill, 
not being now before the House, could not be discussed at this time 
[I'wo members from the debtor States, Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, and 
Mr. CuapMan, of Alabama, called upon Mr. AvAMs to say whether, 
by charging the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means with 
: bargain of further indulgence to the delinquent banks, he meant to 


rder of business were sus 











twice decided that u 


Niude tothem. Mr. A. disclaimed all intention of alluding to any 
individual He considered the promise of the chairman of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means as a pledge given to the members of the 
debtor States to purchase their votes for the postponement bill; and 


the transactions of Saturday night as a redemption of that pledge. 





Mr. GARLAND earnestly entreated the House to pore him to answer 
what he considered as a most unjustifiable attack of Mr. ApaMs upon 
the members from Louisiana, but the House, that is, the majority, 


would not listen to him. Nothing was more remote from Mr. A.'s in- 
tentions than an attack upon the members from Louisiana, both of 
whom he highly and sincerely respects and esteems. He deeply re- 
eretted that the House refused to hear Mr. GARLAND, not only because 
knew tha 
it the Hous A. the right and the 
opportunity, in reply, tounf dd, at full length, the two transactions of 
he fthe 2h of September, and of the l4th of October—of 
t! Iedee civen, and the pledge redeemed. These aorible 


it was Mr. GaRLAND’'s desire to be heard, but because he 
would hear him, it would give Mr 
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and remarked, that it would not only be very useful to be 
deposited in the library, but, as a statistical work, was ab- 
solutely indispensable as a book of reference. He, there- 
fore, asked leave to submit a resolution for ‘he purchase of 
three hundred copies of the said work, at a price not ex- 


days in the history of this country, and chiefly memorable as charac- 
teristic examples of the means to be used by this incipient adminis- 
tration to influence legislative action. The States, by Executive 
agency, had already been divided into two classes, of debtor and 
creditor, and now the creditor States were to be deprived of their 
fourth instalment by the votes of the members from the debtor States. 

The debate of the 29th September has never been fully reported. 
The speeches of Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, and of Mr. Samson Mason, 
of Ohio, signalizing the bargain at the very moment when it was con- 
cluded in the face of the House, have been suppressed 

The bill to postpone, till further order of Congress, that is, forever, 
the fourth instalment of the deposite, as it came from the Senate, had 
been furced to the third reading by a vote of 119 to 117. This vore 
had been reconsidered at the motion of Mr. Pickens, of South Car 
lina, to let in an amendment proposed vy him, limiting the postpone - 
ment to the Ist of January, 1833, which was found indispensable to 
secure the passage ofthe bill. It had then, by the application of the 
previous question, been again forced to the third reading by the meager 
majority of 118 to 106 votes. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, then moved that the further considera 
tion of that bill should be postponed to the ensuing Tuesday, to take 
up, in the meantime, and pass the bill for adjusting the balances with 
the delinquent banks, on the avowed plea that the bill ought not to be 
permitted to pass till the banks of the debtor States should have the 
pledge of a longer indulgence of time thaa they would have by the 
settlement bill, as it had come from the Senate ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG opposed the motion of Mr. GARLAND to postpone 
the postponement bill, but gave the pledge, for himself, to deal as gen. 
ervusly with those banks as circunstauces would adinit; for, though 
no friend to the Lanks, yet be was willing to afford them every indul 
gence for the sake of the people who were indebted to them 

So says the report of his remarks in the Globe, very prudently con- 
densing in a few words what was much more largely said in the House. 
The Globe adds: “ Mr. Dawson and Mr. Mason, ef Obio, designated 
this as a bargain between the two gentlemen,” and made some stric- 
tures thereon, and then again very prudently suppresses those strictues 

Mr. Dawson and Mr. Mason did not designate it as a burgain be- 
tween th twogentlemen. They designated it as a bareain tendered 
by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means to the meni- 
bers fromm the States of the most deeply indebted banks, of tonger in 
dulgence of time to those banks as an equivalent for the votes of thuse 
members to postpone the payment of the fourth instalinent to the 
creditor States. 

Phat this was the phenomenon designated by Mr. Dawson and Mr 
Mason ; and that it was the bargain actually concluded, any one 
may perceive who will read the remarks of Mr. Guotson, of Missis- 
sippi, which are reported at full length, and very c 


rrectly, in the 
Globe 


No one can doubt of the bargain, afier reading them 

But the consummation of the bargain was accomplished on Saturday 
evening, the Lith of October. The deposite postponement bill hail 
been sledge-hammered through the House, by the previous question 
and the v ibers from the debtor States, on the 29th of Sep 
tember. The promised equivalent of every ind 
State banks was w be granted on the Mth of ¢ 
done. The dexterous discharge of the ¢ 
the state of the Union from the consideration of the bank settlement 
bill, while the amendments of Mr. Joun f Louisiana, and of Mr 
Loomis, of New York, were pending ; the adroitness with which the 
amendment of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, was then squeezed into the 





es of 









née tothe d- btor 
ber; aud it was 
of the Whole on 


mimnittee 














House, and the instantaneous start of the previous question, to cut off 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Loomuss, of New York, were exer 
plary speciimens of legislative legerdemain. And, although the 
amendment of the Senate somewhet discomposed Ue desperate tide] it 


f the Com 


of the chairman 











nittee of Ways and Means to the redewiy 
tion of his pledg, yet that untoward event was not fairly imputable t 
him. If he could nave kept a quoruin together on Saturday nicht, he 
would have non-concurred the amendment, and then, at a conference, 
the Senate would have receded from it. But Monday morning it was 
to» late. If he had non concurred then. his querwmn iniglit have val Jd 
to slip fron under him while he was holding his conference wit! 
Senate, and so he was obliged to call upon his majority of a quorum t 
tve the mark again. Right about face, and vote to concur in that 
unendment, which on Saturday night they had stubboruly 
no meur 

if the chairman of the ¢ 

over his aversion to a discussion uy 
verbs, he mizht find an edifying te 
( position of statute law,in his 


balances, as it now stands amo 


signed by the Vice President ¢ 














Senate, and by the Speaker 

proved b th sident of tt { 

tn the fir ion, pointed out | 

linquent banks, by an exclusive a res in 
quent; banks which have met anid ert al f 
juisitions of the Department: besi rdment of 
Senate has got stowed away ina } ld hav i 
added to the end of the bill, for it evidently ref the hast 

the bill; but as it was presented by the Senate as a ’ : 
amendment of the Hous», inserted in the body of t é ss 
ing clerks seein to have thought that an a ndment to an a 
must hobl ieloeation ith the 6 ent it ' 
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ceeding the usual rates paid for congressional d ocuments | 
ordered by the House. 


The resolution having been received, 
Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, objected to it as incur- 





posed. This may be » good general rule, but this case manifemty requir 
ed an exception. The amendment, as it stands in the act, precedes a 
clause which it was undoubtedly intended to fo llow; and the whole sec- 
tion looks like a broken pane of glass, repaired by thrusting it into a 
worsted stocking. The whole act, taken together, forms a fine specimen 
of the figure of Thetoric comm« nly called Galimatias. It will puzzle 
the philological science of the Secretary of the Ire asury himself to 
give it an operative rational construction. Whatever construction he 
may give to it, if it should ever have to pass through the ordeal of a 
judicial grammatical i nvestigation, the strongest argument of the a 
tary for construing it into a relief law will be to address the judges in 
the words of the poei— 


* Re to its faults a little biind, 

Be to its virtues very kind, 

Let all its ways be unconfin’d, 

And clap the padlock—on the mind.” 


The report of the proceedings of the House of Representatives, on 
the morning of the 16th of October, in the National Intelligencer of 
the 18th October. is as correct as could be expected in the hurry and 
confusion which always attend the close of a session of Conerrss. 
There are in it, however, several mistakes, which it is necessary 
should be corrected. Mr. A. did not charge the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means with consummating a bargain with certain 
gentlemen from Louisiana. This mistake becomes more aggravated 
by the repert which represents Mr. CuapMan, of Alabama, as saying 
**T aim the only other member from Louisiana.” Mr. Rice GARLAND 
erroneously supposed that Mr. A’s charge applied to the members 
from Louisiana, and especially to himself, because he was the member 
who, at the third reading of the deposite px — ment bill, had moved 
to lay it aside until the bank settlement bill should be taken up and 

assed with a lengthened indulgence of time to the delinquent banks 
This was the occasion of the memorable pledge of avery indulgence 

to the delinquent banks, given by the chairman of Ways and Means— 
ae signalized ty Mr. Dawson, and Mr. Masoy, of Ohto—and re 
deemed on the evening of the L4th of October. But the bargain was 
not with “certain gentlemen from Louisiana,” for Mr. H. Jonnson 
voted against the deposite postponement bill, and Mr. GarRLanp did 
not vole upon it at all. Neither was the barguin with Mr. CHapman, 
who, though he voted for the deposite postponement bill, disapproved, 
and, it is believed, voted against the bank settleux mnt bill. The ap 
pliance of the promise of every indulgence to the delinquent banks 
was to all the A mbers from the debtor States. The ir banks were the 
only banks that needed indulgence. The fourth instalment was not 
to be withheld from them. ‘They had it already, and three times as 
much more of the public moneys, which should have been paid to the 
creditor States, and which could be withheld from them 
poning the payment of the fourth instalment 

A third mistake in the report is that which represents Mr. A. as 
saying that the bargain was pointed out atthe time when it took place 


only by post- 


by a gentleman from Missouri. It was bya member from Ohio, Mr 
Samson Mason. 
The following is a copy of the act as it finally passed, with the 


words in the first section upon which Mr. A commented, printed in 
italics; and with the amendment of the Senate to the amendment of 
the House, in the secord sectivn, also printed in italics, and enclosed 
within brackets 
AN ACT for adjusting the remaining 
banks 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to continue to with draw the public moneys now 
remaining in any of the former deposite banks, ina manner as gradual 
and convenient t the institutions as shall be consistent with the pecu 
niary wants of the Goverment and the s afety of the funds thus to be 
= awn: and that no further interest than that re yuir ed | y the deposite 


claims upon the late deposite 


Be ét enacted, &c 














GALES & SEATON’S REGISTER 


Custody of Public Moneys— Alteration of the Hall, &c. 


of the twe nty-third of June, one thousand eight hundre el und thirty- 

ix, under which those deposites were made, shal! be demanded of any 
h ink which has met, avd shali kereafler meet, the rev ani sitions of 
the Department. This provision shall also extend to such public 
ymoneys as may remain in any of the said banks, whether standing to | 
the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, or of any disbursing 
or other public officer of the Government 

Sec. 2 tnd be it further enacted, That in case of neglect or refusal 
by any of the said banks to comply with the requisitions ef the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, as he shall make them, in conformity with the 
first section of this act, suits shall nstituted, where that has not 
already been done, to recover the jounts due to the United States, 
unless the defaulting banks shall f iwith * to be executed and 
delivered to the Secretary of the 'y,a bond, with security to 
be approved by the Solicitor of the , to pay to the United 
States the whole moneys due from it int hree instalments. The first 
to be paid on the first day of July next, the se 1 on the first day of 
January, eighteen hun tred -_ thirty-ni ne, and the remaining instal- 


ment on the first day of July, eight 
the default menttoned in this a 
at the rate of stx per cent 


een hu ni ired and thirty nine; 
t, on which interes! is to commence 


eal to be the nezlect or 





shall be unde 








omission of said banks, or any of then, oo ansuer the drafts er rc- 
quisition es of the Secretary of the Tre eas le an them accord 
ang te the provisions of the first section ‘of tha act ;] and interest 
thereon at the rate of six per centum per annum, from the time of de 

fault, together wi h any damages which may have accrt th 
Tinited States from protests of drafis drawn upon it, or from any other 


onsequence of it failure to fulfil its obligations to the public ‘Ty 
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ting an expense without feo emsiination. A proposi- 
tion of this kind ought to undergo the revision either of 
the Committee of Accounts or the Committee on the 
Library. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that it had met the ap- 
probution of the chairman of the Committee on the Library, 
{Mr. Pa TTON, } who would have submitted the reselution, 
if he had been in the House, and had also been approved 
of by another member of that committee then present, [Mr. 
Lincoun,] and likewise by the absent member, [Mr. 
Crary. ] 

Mr. WHITTLESEY wished to see the work first be- 
fore he would consent to its purchase. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that it was the only 
work he had seen confined exclusively to the Treasury re- 
ports. In fact, none of them had ever been published. 

Mr. LINCOLN expressed his readiness to vote for the 
purchase of this work. 

Mr. HARLAN moved to lay the resolution on the table ; 
which was agreed to. 

SUSTODY OF PUBLIC MONEYS 


Mr. ROBERTSON submitted a plan for the receipt, 
custody, and disbursement of the public moneys, which he 
proposes hereafter to submit; and on his motion it was 
ordered to be printed. 


ALTERATION OF THE HALL. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked leave to in 
troduce the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be instructed, 
with the aid of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, to 
cause the chair of the Speaker and the seats of the mem- 
bers to be restored to their former position in the hall. 

Several members objected to the introduction of the re- 
solution, when 

Mr. MERCER moved to suspend the rules so as to in 
troduce the sare. 

The motion was disagreed to, two-thirds not rising in its 
favor. 

ADJOURNMENT. 


The resolution which had been reczived from the Senate 
a few minutes before, for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to wait on the President of the United States, and 
inform him that, unless he had other communications to 
make to Congress, the two Houses were about to close the 
present session by an adjournment, was now taken up and 
agreed to, and 

Mr. Tuomas, of Maryland, Mr. Pors, of Kentucky, 
and Mr. ‘T'ayior, of New York, were appointed of the 
committee on the part of the House. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
TREASURY BILL. 


Mr. LEWIS, of Alabama, asked and obtained leave to 
lay on the table the following amendment, which he wish- 
ed to have moved to the sub-Treasury bill. 
ordered, on his motion, to be printed : 

In the 3d section strike out all after the word ‘ office,” 
in the fifth line, to the words ‘* ten thousand dollars,” in 
the nuit line, and insert the following: 

‘ All such excess shall be deposited, without delay, to 
a credit of the Treasurer of the United States, in a bank 
or.banks most conveniently situated, that may be selected 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, on condition that the 
said bank or banks are not to use or employ the said de- 
posites as a fund for discount, nor mingle the same with 
the proper funds of the banks; and that they shall also 
give receipts or certificates for the sum thus” specifically 
— to return the same when required; and it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, in making 
his selection, to give preference to such bank or banks as 
may at the time be the depository of the funds of the State, 
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Territory, or District, in which they are situated ; and, in 


case there be no bank willing to receive the public money | 
on the terms aforesaid, the excess aforesaid shall be trans- | 


ferred to some other depository that may be designated by 
the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, always, That 
the disbursing warrants of the T'reasurer shall be drawn 
on the public depository provided for in the first section 
of this act; and, in case of a deficit of funds to meet the 
same, he or they shall draw upon the funds specifically de- 
posited by him or them in bank to meet the same, under such 
regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.” 

Mr. PALMER, of New York, asked and obtained leave 


to lay on the table and have printed the following amend- | 
ment to the sub-T'reasury bill, which he gave notice he | 


would move when that subject should come before the 
House at the next session of Congress : 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That in places 
where the amounts ordinarily held in deposite at one time 
shall exceed the sum of fifty thousand dollars, it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever, in his 
opinion, the public interests will be promoted thereby, to 


employ, under the direction of the President of the United 
States, one or more of the State banks as public deposito- 
ries, instead of the depositories provided for by this act: 
Provided, That the public funds shall be placed therein 
in special deposite; and the duties of receiving, keeping, 
and disbursing the same, and all other duties required by 
this act, to be rendered by the officers of said banks, for 
such compensation as may be agreed upon by and between 
the Secretary of the Treasury and said banks; and said 
banks, and the officers and clerks thereof, under whose 
charge the same may be, shall be under like restraints from 
loaning or using the same, and subject to like penalties for 
violations therefor as are provided for in the first and ninth 
sections of this act. 

Mr. THOMAS having reported that the committee ap- 
pointed for the purpose had waited on the President of the 
United States, and received for answer to their message 
to him that he had no further communication to make, 

The House adjourned until the first Monday in De- 
cember next, the day fixed by the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States for the annual meeting of Congress. 


SUPPLEMENTAL SPEECHES. 


SererTemBer 27, 1837. 


MISSISSIPPI CONTESTED ELECTION, 


The following resolution, reported by the Committee on 
Elections, declaring the sitting members from Mississippi 
to be entitled to their seats, came up in order for consider- 
ation, viz: 

** Resolved, That Samvuszt J. Guotson and Joun F. H. 
Ciatporne are duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, and, as such, are entitled to take their seats.”’ 

Mr. Maury addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: [ feel it due to myself—to my peculiar 
position as a member of the Committee of Elections, and 
as dissenting from the report and resolution submitted by 


state the conclusions to which my mind has arrived in re- 


sidering it a question purely judicial in its character, | have 
not, if I knew myself, been influenced, in the judgment 


which I have formed on it, by personal or party consid- | 


erations ; and -I shall endeavor to place it, where alone it 
should stand, on the high ground of constitutional law. 

We are called upon to inquire whether the sitting mem- 
bers from the State of Mississippi are rightfully entitled to 
seats on this floor, as Representatives of that State! ‘Io 
enable us to decide this question correctly, a brief statement 
of the facts connected with it is necessary. 

By the laws of Mississippi, the first Monday and follow- 
ing day in November of every alternate year, succeeding 
the dissolution of each Congress, is the time fixed upon 
for holding elections for Representatives from that State. 
An extra session, however, having been convened by the 
President, to assemble two months in advance of the time 
thus prescribed, writs were issued by the Governor of the 


State, directing an election to be held for Representatives | 


at a given period in July last. The writ contained a pro- 
vision limiting the term of service of the persons to be 


elected under it, to such time as they should be superseded | 


by Representatives to be chosen in November next. In 

point of fact, the election was held; and it appears from a 

printed statement, authenticated by the Secretary of State 

of Mississippi, which was referred to the committee, that 

the sitting members received a majority of the votes polled. 
Vor. XIV.—108 


At the instance of those gentlemen, an inquiry is now 
| instituted into the validity of their title to seats in this 
| House, and into the duration of their term of service. 
They claim to be members for the entire term of the 25th 
Congress, and the resolution before the House, sustaining 
them in that claim, affirms the right of the Governor to is- 
sue the writ, but rejects the limitation on the term of ser- 
vice contained in it as surplusage. 
| The question arises, was there such a vacancy in the 
representation of Mississippi as to authorize the Governor 
of that State to issue writs of election to fill such vacancy ? 
The answer to this inquiry involves questions of constitu- 
tional and legal resort. The constitution of the United 


| States provides that Representatives shall be chosen—cho- 
its chairman on behalf of a majority of that committee—to | 


sen every second year—chosen by the electors qualified to 


| vote for the most numerous branch of the State Legisla- 
lation to the question now pending before the House, and | 
the reasons on which those conclusions are founded. Con- | 


tures—chosen at such times, at such places, and in such 
manner, as the Legislatures of the respective States may 
prescribe. Here is an injunction positive, express, and 
imperative, on the State Legislatures. They are made 
the agents of the constitution to perform this specific duty. 
As agents they cannot, by special enactment even, transfer 
this power to a sub-agent; much less will their omission 
to exercise it operate any such transfer. ‘The constitution 
presumes that each agent to whom particular trusts are 
assigned, will execute those trusts in a spirit which dicta- 
ted their assignment. On this presumption hinges the 


| continued and harmonious action of our complex system 


of government. The motion of its entire machinery is 
dependent on the motion, in their prescribed spheres, of 
its particular parts. It is admitted by the Federalist, a 
work second in authority only to the constitution itself, 
that the State Legislatures, or a majority of them, may 
virtually dissolve the Union, by refusing to elect Senators 
| to Congress. In like manner could dissolution be effected 
by their refusal to pass laws regulating elections to this 
body, but that a contingent and paramount power is vested 
in Congress, to provide against such refusal. ‘* The 
| times, places, and manpter,” says the constitution, ‘* of 
| choosing Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed 
| 


in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress 
may, at any time, by law, make or alter such regulations.” 
The Legislatures, being themselves thefelectors of Senators, 
may refuse to choose them, and there is no penal sanction 
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known to the constitution to enforce compliance with this 
particular duty ; but they cannot prevent the people from act- 
ing in conformity with the regulations which Congress may 
prescribe in regard to the election of Representatives. ‘The 
power, then, of preserving the integrity of the Union, so 
far at least as the continued existence of this House may 
be necessary to that object, on the failure to act of the 
State Legislatures, is delegated to Congress, and to Con- 
gress alone. It is beyond the competency of the Governor 
of a State, by writ, or of this House, by a simple vote or 
resolution, to exercise any such power. 

The question next arises, has the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi discharged its constitutional duty? Has that body 
fixed upon ‘‘the times, places, and manner of holding | 
elections for Representatives” to Congress? It will be ad- 
mitted on all hands that it has. But as Congress was 
convened to assemble in September, and as the November 
following was the time fixed upon by law for choosing | 
Representatives, the Governor saw that, as things then | 
stood, Mississippi would remain for several months unrep- | 
resented on this floor. He felt himself called upon to act | 
in some mode. But as he had sworn to support the con- 
stitution of the United States and the laws of Mississippi 
made in pursuance thereof, and as the law of Mississippi 
regulating elections was not only made in pursuance of the 
constitution, but in obedience to its express and imperative 
mandates, he was bound by the obligation of his oath of 
office to conform toits requisitions. He deemed it beyond 
his competency to alter the regulations established by law, 
to order an election for Representatives whose term of ser- 
vice would extend beyond the period fixed upon by statute 
for that purpose. He did not hold to the doctrine—he 
repudiated it in practice—that, as Chief Magistrate of 
the State, he could nullify, by proclamation or otherwise, 
a law of the Stute. Hence originated the limitation in his | 
writ. But, in endeavoring to steer clear of one constitu- | 
tional difficulty, he has encountered another not less irre- 
movable. The very necessity of limiting the writ, imposed 
by his obligation to confurm to a constitufional law, ought 
to have induced him to question his right of issuing the | 
writ itself. Due reflection, I think, would have convinced 
him that the fractional part of a term, commencing either 
at the beginning, or at any intermediate point, could not 
be filled consistently with the constitution, unless the in- | 
cumbency extended to the conclusion of the term; which | 
it could not have done in the present instance, without | 
coming in contact with the Jaw. ‘The tenure of office be- 
ing fixed in the constitution, and provision made for filling 
vacancies, the term of a Representative, no matter at what | 
point commencing, ends at the same common goal. 

But it may be asked, what should the Governor have | 
done? Was Mississippi to be deprived of her right of be- 
ing represented in this body, by mere technical objections ? 
By no means. An obvious remedy wasathand. By ex- 





| 
erting his power of convocation, he could have referred the 
whole matter to an extraordinary session of the Legislature, | 
convened for the special purpose of amending the election | 
law of the State. Ample time to have done so was afford- | 
ed him, between May, the date of the President’s procla- 
mation, and September, the designated period of com- 
mencement of the present session ; sv that necessity, the 
tyrant’s plea, cannot be availed of in this instance. With 
equal justice the same plea—reason I will not call it— 
might have been urged by the President against convening 
the extta session itself, and in favor of the usurpation by 
him of the powers of legislation. 

I have already expressed the opinion, Mr. Speaker, that | 
in the present case, the Governor of Mississippi had no| 
authority to issue writs, with or without limitation. I here 
distinctly reassert that proposition. The clause of the 
constitution relied upon by those who hold adversely is the 
following: ** When vacancies happen in the representa- ' 





| population. 
| ous body, consisting of an equal and wniform representa- 


| as the Legislatures thereof might prescribe. 


tion from a State, the executive authority thereof shall is- 
sue writs of election to fill such vacancies.” 

This clause is to be interpreted according to its letter 
and its spirit, and in reference to its context. The essence 
of a just construction consists in the harmonious combina- 
tion, and tendency to the same conclusion, of these three 
principles. The plain sense and meaning of the words 
employed, is the letter of the clause. The object to be 
accomplished, the mischief to be averted or remedied, is 
its spirit. Its context should be consulted for the purpose 
of reconciling and conforming its construction as well to 
what foliows, as to what precedes it, in the same instru- 
ment. Let us apply these rules of construction to the 
clause under consideration. 

And first as to its letter: ‘* When vacancies happen.” 
OF vacancies, I will premise, there are two kinds, periodi- 
cal and casual. A periodical vacancy is one created by 
the constitution, or by laws made in pursuance thereof. 
It is caused by the foreseen and foreknown efflux of time— 
by the expiration of a pre-ordained term of service. This 
is a vacancy, which, capable of being foreseen, can be pro- 
vided against by law. The other is a vacancy which 
** happens’’—which is the result of accident—which unex- 
pectedly occurs—which, in short, is occasioned by death, 
resignation, expulsion, or other casualty. To provide, 
temporarily, for filling vacancies of the latter kind, is of 


| the resort of the executive department of a State govern- 


ment. 

But the vacancies must not only happen, but ‘* happen 
in the representation from a State.” Representation means 
representatives of a collective body. It necessarily sup- 
poses, therefore, a pre-existing body. In the composition 


| of representation, representatives are essential elements. 


There must be representatives from a State, before there 
can be a vacancy in its representation ; and a vacancy must 
happen in its representation, before ‘‘ the executive auth- 
ority thereof can issue writs of election to fill such vacancy.” 

Having said thus much in relation to the letter, I will 
now address myself to the spirit of the clause in question. 
In constituting a legislative body for the Union, the con- 
vention ordained that it should consist of a Senate and 
House of Representatives. It was intended that the Sen- 


; ate should constitute the federative, and this House the 


representative, feature of the new Government. ‘That the 
members of the Senate should be the exponents of the will 
of the States in their capacity of States, without regard to 
And that this House shoul! be a homogene- 


tion of the people of the States, having numbers for its 


| basis. The convention, therefore, keeping these objects 


in view, provided that Senators should be chosen by the 
State Legislatures, and Representatives by the people of 
the States, at such times and places, and in such manner 
And in or- 
der to guerd effectually against the possible omission or re- 
fusal of the State Legislatures to discharge the duties thus 
enjoined, an ultimate and paramount jurisdiction was con- 
ferred on Congress, to make the necessary regulations 


| contingent on such neglect or refusal. If it had been, and 
| been known to be, by the convention, that members of 


Congress would be beyond the reach of accident—that 
they could neither die nor resign, nor be removed by any 
other casualty—that vacancies, other thun those caused 
by lapse of time, could not exist in either House of Con- 
gress, would the power of filling them in the first instance, 
or of providing for their being filled in the other, have 
been lodged elsewhere than with the State Legislatures ? 
No necessity would have existed, of providing against va- 
cancies that could not happen. The convention knew, 
however, that membership carried with it no talismanic 
exemption from the common accidents of humanity, and 
that vacancies might and would happen, pending the ses- 
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sion of Congress, and during the recess of the State Legis- 
latures. It was, therefore, wisely ordained that the Gov- 
ernor should hold in his hands a provisional remedy ; to 
be exercised, however, in strict subordination to the laws 
of the States. 

But it may be said that the mischief intended to be re- 
medied was the prevention of vacancies, however occa- 
sioned ; whether by lapse of time, or by casualty ; whether 
by the neglect of the Legislature to create a representation, 
or by a vacancy happening in the representation when 
created. ‘'o which I reply, that such could not be the 
fact in relatiun to periodical vacancies ; because, Ist. It is 
contrary, as | have shown, to the plain import of the words 
employed in conferring the power. 2d. Because two rem- 
edies had already been provided against periodical va- 
cancies,’ viz: the legislative authority of the States, and, 
ultimately, of Congress. And, 3d. Because the mode of 
exercising the jurisdiction thus conferred was left, exclu- 
sively, to the discretion of those bodies. I reply, further, 
that the Governor, even conceding him the power, could 
not exercise it in derogation of an existing law of the State, 
or of the General Government. The delegation of the 
power to the State Legislatures and to Congress is express 
and unequivocal—to the Governor, at best, implied and 
doubtful; and when an expréss power comes in contact 
with an implied one, no doubt can arise as to which should 
yield. 

I infer, moreover, that the construction for which I con- 
tend is the true one, because it was the evident intention 
of the convention to commit the regulation of elections to 
the guardianship of law: in order that the times, places, 
and manner of them might be so arranged as to insure no- 
toriety, and to consult the convenience and conform to the 
habits of the constituent body. Whereas the power, if 
confided to executive discretion, might be exercised capri- 
clously and oppressively, and perverted to sinister political 
purposes, by giving short and inadequate notices as to 
**the times,’ by making inconvenient selections of ‘the 
places,’’ and by substituting, for the accustomed ‘‘ man- 
ner,” some new and unusual device, foreign to the habi- 
tudes of the people. 

But i: is, likewise, a sound and established rule of con- 
struction, that each clause of an instrument should be in- 
terpreted in reference td its context. So that, while full 
energy is imparted to the power conferred by a particular 
clause, it may be exerted without encroachment on, or col- 
lision with, the powers elsewhere vested by the remaining 
clauses. ‘Ihe construction for which 1 contend, in the 
present instance, is in strict couformity with this rule. 
Establish it, and no collision can possibly ariae between 
the legislative and executive departments of a State Gov- 
ernment. Harmony will be ‘the full effect and joint re- 
sult of all.”’ The Legislature will have discharged its 
duty of prescribing the times, places, and manner of hold- 
ing the election. A representation will, thereby, have 


been created, and a vacancy have happened in that repre- | 


sentation. ‘The Governor, therefore, in issuing writs to 


fill such vacancies, cannot interfere with the law, because | 
an election will have been held in conformity with the law, | 


and the time of holding the clection, as prescribed by law, 
will have passed away. 

The contrary construction tends to produce conflict and 
collision between the legislative and executive authorities 
of a State. It affirms that the jurisdiction of the Governor 
is original and paramount, not contingent and subordinate, 
to the legislative authority. It makes an edict of the Ex- 
ecutive more authoritative and potential than a positive en- 
actment of law. For if it be within the pale of his powers 
to provide for filling periodical vacancies, it is his impera- 
tive duty to do so—for ‘‘ shall” is the language of the 
constitution—whenever a vacancy exists. Let us examine 
into the practical effects of this doctrine. Vacancies of 





this kind exist in many of the States of this Union, during 
several months succeeding the expiration of every congres- 
sional term. It would foliow, then, that the Governor not 
only had the power, but was in duty bound, whenever 
such vacancies occurred, to suspend the law of the State, 
and substitute a regulation of his own in its stead. But 
if, under ordinary circumstances, he were to advance a 
pretension so absurd, and attempt to carry it out in prac- 
tice, he would be deemed more worthy of being endued in 
a strait jacket, than of being clothed with the chief ex- 
ecutive authority of a sovereign State. And yet of this 
absurdity must he be convicted, who contends for the 
jurisdiction of the Governor over cases of periodical va- 
cancy ! 

In the interpretation which I have given of the clause 
under consideration, I wish it to be distinctly remarked that 
I do not rely only, or mainly, on the philological significa- 
tion of the word ** happen,” or of any other word isolated 
and torn from its context; but upon the plain sense and 
meaning of the entire clause, giving due force and effect 
to its governing and restraining members, and taken in 
connexion with other provisions of the constitution, to 
which it is subordinate, and of which it is the temporary 
and contingent substitute. 

The construction for which I contend is in conformity 
with contemporaneous expositions made of it in the State 
conventions by which the constitution was ratified, and 
with the uniform practice of the State Governments, under 
that instrument, from the date of its adoption to the pre- 
sent time. The annals of our past history will be ransack- 
ed in vain for a precedent showing that the Governor of a 
State has ever directed an election to be held for filling a 
periodical vacancy in this House; much less of exercising 
such a power in abrogation of a constitutional law of the 
State. 

{Here Mr. Mawny referred to, and commented on, 
several cases which happened in the Senate, in which the 
construction contended for by him was distinctly recog- 
nised. } 

But it may be said that, in the case before us, the va 
cancy was created by the act of the President in convening 
Congress, and that that was a casualty which could not 
have been foreseen and provided against; inasmuch as the 
President himself, if we are to credit his own avouchment, 
did not anticipate it eight days before it happened. To 
which I reply that the vacancy commenced to exist on the 
4th of March last, three months anterior to the date of the 
proclamation. The constitution limits the term of service 
of Representatives to two years. Congress having as~ 
sembled, for the first time, on the 4th of March, 1789, 
the official existence of the members of its representative 
branch, expires on the same day of every alternate con- 
secutive year. ‘The vacancy, therefore, commences on the 
4th of March succeeding the dissolution of every Congress 

But even conceding to the State Executives the power 
of providing, by writ, for the filling of periodical vacancies, 
still it cannot be exercised in derogation of an existing 
statute, passed by the Legislature of a State, regulating 
elections. A statute thus enacted becomes part and parcel 
of the constitutional provision commanding its enactment. 
While unrepealed, it is quite as obligatory, it is as much 
the law of the land, as the constitution itself. Yet the 
construction contended for, in the present instance, involves 
the absurdity of supposing that the Governor of Mississippi 
could, through the mere instrumentality of writs of elec- 
tion, annul and abrogate a law of that State, the constitu- 
tionality of which stands unquestioned and unquestionable ' 
or rather that this House can, by construction, and assumed 
legal intendment, impart to the Governor’s writ this po- 
tential efficacy: for the Governor himself, on grounds 
however erroneous, has endeavored to conform his writ to 
the requisitions of the law. 
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I have thus etsemepeslt to prove, and 1 think  alitiel 
in proving— 

Ist. That it is made imperative upon the State Legisla- 
tures to pass laws regulating elections for Representatives 
to Congress. 

2d. That in the event of the failure, on the part of those 
bodies, to discharge this duty, or so to discharge it as to 
accomplish the object intended, authority is vested, not in 


the executive department of a State, but in Congress, ‘‘to | 


make or alter such regulations.” 

3d. That the rightful jurisdiction of the Governor of a 
State extends to cases only where vacancies happen in the 
representation created by law. 

4th. That even admitting his jurisdiction to extend to 
all cases of vacancy, periodical or otherwise, he cannot ex- 
ercise it in contravention of law. 

And, 5th. That the Legislature of Mississippi having 
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discharged its constitutional duty, the Governor of that | 


State could not, by writ, nor can this House, 
tion, suspend or annul one icta of its provisions. 

These positions having been established, the inference 
is irresistible, that the sitting members are not duly elected 
members of this House. 

But, Mr. Speaker, should we pass the resolution now 
under consideration, what will be the consequences? The 
sheriffs in the respective counties of Mississippi are sworn 
to execute the laws of that State. One of those laws 
provides that an election for Representatives to this body 
shall be held in November next. They will be bound to 
hold it by the obligation of their oaths of office. Suppose 


by resolu- 


that, at the election thus to be held, Representatives other | 


than the sitting members shall be chosen; and that, at 
the next regular session in December, they should present 
themselves before us, holding in one hand credentials con- 
forming in every respect to the forms prescribed by law, 
and in the other the constitution of the United States, and 


the law of Mississippi regulating elections made in pursu- | 


ance thereof, and: demand admission on this floor as the 
rightful Representatives of the people of that State: Will 
you, can you, refuse them? If you do, sir, I venture to 
predict that the act of refusal will be without sequel, as it 
is without precedent; that it will stand out, in all time to 
come, isolated and alone, a beacon of avoidance, not an 
example for imitation. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, 1 offer the following amend- 
ment to the resolution reported om behalf of a majority of 
the committee : 

Strike out all after the word ‘* Resolved,’ and insert, 
** That Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson, not having been 
duly elected members of the House of Representatives for 
the 25th Congress, from the State of Mississippi, are not 
entitled to seats upon this floor as such.” 


» 1837 

Substance of Mr. Stuavx’s ale in the Howse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, on the Mississippi cun- 
tested election. 


Octrosenr 3 


Tho question in this case is presented for discussion up- 
on the following state of facts. 
members in the 24th Congress from 
pi, expired on the 3d of March last. 
that State, ‘‘ regulating elections,” provides that the Rep- 
resentatives to Congress shall be elected on the first Mon- 
day and day following in November biennially, commenc- 
ing with the year !833. Vacancies, therefore, existed in the 
representation from the State of Mississippi, commencing on 
the 4th of March fast, which could not be filled, under the 
election law of that State, until the day following the first 
Monday of November next. ‘he President having, in the 
meantime, called an extra session of Congress, to be holden 
before the first Monday of November, the Governor of Mis- 


ihe State of Mississip- 
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sissippi, for the purpose of filling the vacancies, and se- 
curing a representation of that State in Congress at the ex- 
tra session, issued, on the 13th of June last, writs of elec- 
tion, reciting the call of the extra session, and the fact of 
the vacancies, and requiring the sheriffs of the several coun- 
ties to hold elections on the 3d Monday and day following 
in July, “ for two representatives to Congress to ‘fill said va- 
cancy, until superseded by the members to be elected at the 
next regular election on the first Monday and day follow- 
ing in November.” The election was holden in pursuance 
of the writs thus issued, and thereupon the sitting wnem- 
bers [ Messrs. Cuarnomse and Guorson] were elected. 
This election having been submitted to the Committee 
of Elections, they have reported the following resolu- 
tion: 

‘Resolved, That Samuel J. Gholson and John F. H. 
Claiborne are elected members to the 25th Congress, and as 
such are entitled to their seats.” 

Under this report, Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne claim 
seats in this body, not merely until the day following the 
first Monday of November next, but for the whole duration 
of the Congress, terminating on the 8d of March, 1839. 
On the other hand, it is contended that there has been no 
election agreeably to the constitution of the United States, 
and that the returned members are not entitled to seats for 
any portion of the duration of the 25th Congress. 

I do not (said Mr. 8.) agree to either of these positions. 
I believe that the returned members have been duly elected ; 
not, however, for the entire duration of the 25th Congress, 
but until the day following the first Monday of November 
next, that being, as I think, the 'ermination of the vacn- 
cies which commenced on the 4th of March last. 

Those who maintain that there has been no legal elec- 
tion, do it mainiy on the ground that the case does not 
come within that clause of the constitution of the United 
States which provides for the filling of vacancies in the 
representation in Congress, inasmuch as that provides that, 
‘*when vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies.” [tis contended that the 
vacancies in this case have not ‘‘happened.” It is admit- 
ted that there were ‘‘ vacancies,” but that, having occurred 
in consequence of the regular expiration of a congressional 
term, they did not ‘happen’ within the meaning of the 
constitution, and therefore could not be filled under the 
clause of the constitution authorizing the filling of vacan- 


| cies. 


The term of office of the ! 


In seeking for a just construction of this clause of the 
constitution, it is proper to inquire what was the object of 
it. Manifestly it was to secure a full representation of the 
people. A continued vacancy was the evil to be avoided. 
The manner in which it should take place, was, from the 
nature of the case, an incidental and subordinate consider- 
ation. The filling of the vacancy was the great object ; 
and when the framers of the constitution undertook to make 
provision for it, the manner in which the vacancy should 
occur is not to be preuen to have entered distinctly into 
their contemplation. If ¢hat had been deemed material, 
and so material as that the great question whether a vacan- 
cy was or was not to be filled, and the people were or were 
not to be represented in this body, was to depend entirely 
upon the manner in which the vacany occurred, it is in- 
credible that more explicit language than the word happen 
should not have been used. If the distinction now con- 
tended for bad entered into the conceptions of the framers 
of the constitution, it would have been indicated by appro- 
priate language, such as ‘* when vacancies happen by 
deuth, resienation, or other unforeseen occurrence.” Neith- 


| er these, however, nor any other qualifying terms were em- 


ployed; but a general and familiar term was used wiihout 
qualification—a term which may, indeed, mean the occur- 
rence of an event by chance, or the intervention of some 
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unforeseen cause, when the connexion evidently suggests 
such a meaning, but which, in its general and popular use, 
does not necessarily bear such a signification. 

To show, however, that such must be its meaning, the 
authority of lexicographers has been introduced. We 
were last evening furnished by the gentleman from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Mason, } with a definition from Johnson, favoring the 
signification contended for. But, sir, this isa question which 
is not to be conclusively settled by dictionaries. There are 
shades of meaning to numerous words in our language, de- 
pending on the various connexions in which they are used, 
which no dictionaries accurately describe, but in regard to 
which, plain common sense will seldom be mistaken. Such 
is the present case. Let a man of good common sense 
take up the constitution of the United States, and read 
that ‘*when vacancies happen in the representation from 


any State, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs | 


of election to fill such vacancies,” and what will be his 
first impressions 1—especially when he finds that this is 
the only provision for filling vacancies and securing to the 
people the full enjoyment of the great fundamental right 
of representation. Will he search for a restricted mean- 
ing to the word ‘*happen,” which shall manifestly defeat 
the great purpose of the provision in regard to a large 
class of cases which cannot be supposed to have been un- 
foreseen by the framers of the constitution? Will he not 
rather find deeply impressed upon the whole context, the 
idea that a// vacancies, however occurring, were intended 
to be provided for ? 

I admit that violence must not be done to language for 
the purpose of giving it a scope which shall embrace cases 
presumed to have been within the contemplation of those, 
who used it. If it clearly .nd undeniably means one thing, 
and that only, no intendment, however beneficial or neces- 
sary, must be permitted to enlarge its meaning. But is 
the meaning of the word happen in this case so clearly 
and undeniably what is contended for by the objectors to 
the validity of the election? Var from it. The very au- 
thority which has been quoted by the gentleman from Ohio, 
shows that it is not; for among the varieties of significa- 
tion which it gives to the word happen, I find the follow- 
ing—‘* To fall out—to chance—to come to pass.” The 


vacancies in the present case have not, it is true, fallen | 
out by chance—having been produced neither by death, | 


resignation, nor any other uaforeseen occurrence. But they 
have ‘‘come to pass” by the operation of two established 


laws; the one termanating the existence of the 24th Con- | 


gress on the 3d of March Jast, and the other fixing the 
election in Mississippi for the succeeding Congress in No- 
vember next. Surely, Mr. Speaker, the opponents of this 
election cannot contend that the word happen is clearly 
and undeniably restricted to a mere contingency; and 
therefore they have no right tu insist on a meaning in this 
case which shall fail to carry out the obvious intent of the 
framers of the Constitution. But if the construction for 
which I contend were less certain; if it were doubtful 
whether Aappen means the one thing or the other, the ar- 
gument would still be conclusive in favor of the election. 
How are doubts to be regarded in a case like this ? 
ably, beyond all question, to the rights of the people—the 
great object intended to be secured by the provision in 
question. What is the rule in the case of a common 
grant? That the grantee shall have the benefit of all 
doubts arising upon the construction of the terms of the 
grant. Thus a grant of franchises from a king to his 
subjects would be construed liverally in favor of the sub- 
ject. It is true here is no grant; but there is a reservation 
of right to the people for a great and valuable purpose ; and 
all intendments should be in favor of the full and free en- 
joy ment of this right. 

I have said that the construction in cases of doubt should 
be such as to secure the purpose of the grant. What that 
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purpose is has been well described, in an analogous case, 
by Mr. Wirt, while Attorney General of the United States. 
In the year 1823, the question arose whether the Presi- 
dent could, under the authority to fill vacancies happening 
during the recess of the Senate, fill a vacancy which oc- 
curred during the session of that body, but which, not hav- 
ing been filled by it, remained vacant after its adjournment. 
Upon the submission of this question to him by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Wirt decided, that the vacancy happened, with- 
in the meaning of the constitution during the recess of 
the Senate, though originally occurring before its adjourn- 
ment; and that therefore the President might properly fill 
it. In giving this opinion he said : 

‘*The substantial purpose of the constitution was, to 

keep these offices filled; and powers adequate to this pur- 
| pose were intended to be conveyed. But if the President 
| shall not have the power to fill a vacancy thus circum- 
stanced, the powers are inadequate to the purpose, and the 
| substance of the constitutio: will be sacrificed to a dubious 
| construction of its letter. * * * This seems to me to 
| be the only construction of the constitution which is com- 
| patible with its spirit, reason, and purpose, while at the 
same time it offers no violence to its language; and these, 
I think, are the governing points to which all sound cunstruc- 
tion looks. The opposite constructivn is, perhaps, more 
strictly consonant with the mere letter. But it overlooks the 
spirit, reason, and purpose ; and, like al] constructions merely 
literal, its tendency is to defeat the substantial meaning of 
the instrument, and so produce the most embarrassing in- 
conveniences.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I submit whether there is a single 
| reason for the decision of Mr. Wirt in the case cited, which 
| does not apply to the case before us? Is it not, in fact, 
more important that his coristruction should be adopted in 
| this case than in that?’ That was the case of a vacancy in 
| a mere collectorship. This in the representation of the 
| people in the mest important legislative assembly in the 
| country. If it might, in that case be said, surely it may 
be in this, that ‘‘the opposite construction overlooks 
| the spirit, reason, and purpose” of the constitution, and 
| tends to ‘defeat the substantial meaning of the instru- 
| ment.” 

Having thus, as I trust, shown that there was a vacancy 
in the representation of Mississippi which might be consti- 
tutionally filled by a special election holden under the call 
| of ** the Executive authority thereof,” the question arises— 
what was the vacancy to be filled ! 

It is contended that the vacancy to be filled was the 
representation from the State of Mississippi for the entire 
| term of the the 25th Congress, and therefore, although the 
freemen of that State were required by the Governor ‘* to 
| fill the vacancy until superseded by the members to be 
elected”” in November next, yet, that the returned mem- 
| bers were, in fact, elected for the term of two years from 
| the 3d of March last. 
| What was the legal limit of the vacancy! is the ques- 
| tion. Independent of avy constitutional provision it had 
; no limit; that is, there was an absence of all future repre- 
sentation from that Siate. But this perpetual vacancy was 
limited by the constitntion—that instrument providing that 
| elections of members of Congress shall take place ‘‘ every 
second year.” ‘The same constitution, however, let it be 
| remembered, also provides that “the times, places, and 

manner of holding elections for Senators and Representa- 
tives shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 
thereof.”” When, therefore, a State, in pursuance of this 
provision, prescribes the time for electing its representa 
tives in Congress, and that time is after the occurrence of 
a vacancy by the expiration of a previous Congress, it 
manifestly becomes the limit of the vacancy, so fur as re- 
spects the power of filling it by a special election. No 
other construction, it seems to me, can satisfy the plain in- 
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tent and meaning of the constitution. That intent evi- 
denily is, that the extraordinary instrumentality of execu- 
tive writs of election thall be employed only to supply the 
defect of permanent law. It must therefore be used, not to 
supersede such law, but to supply its omissions. 

The law of Mississippi, moreover, is peremptory. The 
elections for representatives to Congress shall be holden on 
the first Monday and day following in November, bienni- 
ally, commencing with the year 1833. The law thus per- 
emptory, evidently should not be superseded by special 
writs of election to be issued by the Governor, unless such 
effect is given to the writs by a plain and express provis- 
ion of the constitution—a provision which it is not pre- 
tended exists in the case before us. 

It thus seems to me manifest that the legal limit to the 
vacancy, in reference to the power of filling it by special 
election, was the time when the election of representatives 
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to the 25th Congress was to take place, according to the | 


standing law of Mississippi, made in pursuance of the 
same constitution under which the special election, in this 
case, was holden. 

Such, it seems, was the view taken of the subject by the 
Governor of Mississippi when he restricted the time for 
which the vacancy was to be filled by the special elec- 
tion. 

But this restriction, say the Committee of Elections in 
their report, was surplusage. ‘‘ Reject this as surplus- 
age, (say they,) then the writ is good, and the objection 
amounts to nothing.” Suppose it be rejected as surplus- 
age. Can this alter the legal effect of the -spetial elec- 
tion? 
Mississippi to elect two representatives to Congress with- 
out restriction. Would this have superseded all the re- 


Suppose the Governor had required the freemen of | 


| 


strictions imposed by the constitution, and the law of Mis- | 


sissippi, made in pursuance of it? 


election which the constitution and law do not give? 
Surely no one will contend for this. 
maintain that the Governor ef a State, when he has ordered 
an election, can, either by fraud or mistake, deprive the 


Can the Governor of a | 
State, by any omission or addition, give an effect to an | 


None will venture to | 


people of their constitutional rights in regard to it. If | 


by ‘* surplusage” the committee mean that the Governor’s 
limitation was unnecessary, they mean precisely what I 
contend for. If they mean that it was illegal and uncon. 
stitutional, they assume what they ought to prove. And 
this is evidently what they do mean. ‘* Reject it as sur- 
plusage, and the writ is good, and the objection amounts 
to nothing.” That is, assume that, in the face of the law 
of Mississippi, made in pursuance of the constitution of the 


United States, the election for the two regular sessions of | 


the 25th Congress was not to take place in November next, 
but that it might be entirely superseded by the Governor, 
upon the occasion of ordering a special election for a special 
session, and all difficulties are at once removed—the writ 


Congress, and the objection amounts to nothing! This 
certuinly is a very convenient and labor-saving method of 
disposing of a constitutional difficulty, and giving seats to 
two members on this floor, for a term which was entirely 
beyond the contemplation of the people who elected 
them. 

Let me, Mr. Speaker, briefly suggest another argument 
in favor of the construction for which I contend. Eleven 
States of the Union have fixed the elections of their mem- 
bers of Congress at periods subsequent to the expiration of 
the Congress next previous to that for which they are to 
be elected ; and these eleven States return 78 members to 
this House—about one-third of the whole number. Now 
what construction have they given to the clause of the 
constitution which mukes provision for filling vacancies ? 
They have all declared that elections shad/ take place at 
times subsequent to the 3d of March in the year in which 
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the congressional term commences. They have done it 
in full view of the possibility that there may be, as there 
has been this year, a necessity for an earlier meeting of 
Congress, and that, therefore, seventy-eight members of 
Congress might be elected under special writs issued by 
the Governors. Nor have they made any provisions that 
such special elections shall supersede the operation of their 
standing laws. Is the construction thus practically given 
to the constitution by nearly half the States in the Union 
to be disregarded ? 

But the Governors of the States, it should be remem- 
bered, are not restricted in issuing their writs of election 
to fill vacancies, to the case of a necessity for a special 
session of Congress. Vacancies exist on the 4th of 
March, in all the States in which elections have not been 
previously holden, which may be forthwith filled by orders 
of the Governors, under the general power to order elec- 
tions to fill vacancies, snd who may thus obtain special 
elections for the entire Congress, although the time for its 
meeting should not occur till after the times provided by 
law for the elections. The power of filling vacancies, 
provided for in the constitution, merely for the purpose of 
meeting extraordinary emergencies, may thus, to gratify 
the caprice, or subserve the party purposes of a Governor, 
be made to supersede the standing election laws of a 
State. 

It is no answer to this argument to say that the Gov- 
ernors would not thus abuse their power. It is enough to 
say that they have the power, upon the construction con- 
tended for. It is no republican doctrine that a dangerous 
power may be safely admitted to exist upon the presump- 
tion that it will not be abused. The security of the peo- 
ple’s rights is not to be left to such frail safe-guards as this. 
I admit, indeed, that the danger of an abuse of power 
must be directly met where the power is clearly and un- 
deniably conferred. But where its existence, as, in the 
present case, is, to say the least, doubrful, the argument 
from its probable abuse is to be allowed great weight 
against its existence. 

The construction for which I contend, avoids the dan- 
ger of an abuse of power by the Governor. It gives full 
effect to the standing election laws of those States which 
have provided for elections after the commencement of the 
congressional terms, while it ‘supplies the want of earlier 
elections in all the cases in which such elections may be 
required to give the people a full representation in Con 
gress at such early extra sessions as the public exigencies 
may require. 

I have thus, Mr. Speaker, attempted to show : 

That the vacancies ‘* happened” on the 4th of March, 
in the representation from Mississippi within the meaning 
of the constitution. 

That those vacancies were limited in their duration, not 


| by the termination of the 25th Congress, but by the time 
becomes a valid warrant for an election for the entire 25th | 


j 


when the election is to take place under the standing law 
of the State of Mississippi ; and 

That the returned members (Messrs. Gholson and Clat- 
borne) have been duly elected to fill those vacancies, and 
are, therefore, entitled to hold their seats until an election 


| of members, made in pursuance of the law of the State 
| they represent. 


If the construction for which I have contended is not 
sustained, and the returned members are admitted to seats 
for the entire term of the 25th Congress, it will not only 
be in derogation of the constitution and law, but will 
manifestly defeat the expectation of the people of Missis- 
sippi, who were led, as well by the constitution and law, 
as by the express terms of the writs of election, to regard 
the vacancies they were filling as terminating with the 
election of members to be chosen on the first Monday and 
day following in November, 1837, and not on the 3d day 
of March, 1839. 
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Sketch of the remarks of Mr. Joanson, of Maryland, on 
Mr. Underwood's amendment to the bill to limit the 
time for issuing Treasury notes. 


Mr. Jonnson said he had expressed to the committee 
his reasons for offering the amendment which had been re- 
jected, and would not repeat them. Bat he desired to say 
a few words upon the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Unnrnwoop.) 

He had strong misgivings that this bill was the basis of 
a settled plan to make the issue of such notes the perma- 
nent policy of the Government—to allow the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue, at his discretion, notes to he receiv- 
ed as currency, and that the nation was to be forced into a 
situation to submit to it: and that many who might now 
be opposed to such, as the fixed policy of the Government, 
will be forced into a situation, that, rather than throw off 
party allegiance, will submit with reluctance, but in si- 
lence. He drew this inference from the fact that the com- 
mittee rejected the ameudment which he had offered, limit- 
ing the time for issuing the Treasury notes to two years. 
That decision convinced him that it is not intended as a 
measure of temporary relief, as he before remarked, but 
as the fixed policy of the Government. 

Such were his views, sustained by the vote just given, 
and by the arguments offered by the friends of the bill. 
One gentleman, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Campretene,] maintained that the 
bonds will sell above par, and the Government be depend- 
ent on the Bank of the United States. Another gentleman 
from New York, who advocated the bill and opposed the 
amendment, said that they will be sold below par. Such 
are the conflicting views which the opponents of the amend- 
ment entertain. How can they be reconciled? Qne says 
they will seil above, the other, below par! And the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means tells us the 
Government will be in the power of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, if disconnected from the bank. I should like 
him, or some other gentleman, entertaining similar views, 
to explain this operation. [Mr. Camprerene here rose 
and said: If the amendment should pass, the only bidder 
would be the bank, and it would purchase the bonds and 
would keep the Treasury just as it was. Judging from 
what he had seen, it would afford no relief to the Treasury, 
and the bank would be the only purchaser in market. ] 

Mr. Jounson said, in reply to this statement, he was as 
much in the dark as he was before. He could not com- 
prehend the force of this reasoning. All that the opponents 
of the amendment say is, that if you throw the stock into 
the market, the Bank of the United States will buy it. 
This argument has been fully answered by a gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Parron.] If the bank will give more 
for the stock than any other bidder, why not let the bank 
have it? It would so far benefit the Government: the 
Government wants money, and has more use for the mo- 
ney than for the bonds. Have those gentlemen the ghost 
of the dead bank still before their affrighted imaginations ? 
And will it not, like Banquo’s ghost, down at their bidding? 
He might be cursed with mental obliquity, but he would 
ask, if there was a single enlightened mind in this hall, or 
out of it, that could be influenced by the arguments which 
have been urged against the amendment? How the bank 
can injure the Government, if it should purchase these 
bonds, J am at a logs to comprehend. 

He was opposed to the bill, both on the grounds of its 
constitutionality and expediency. But had, on another 
occasion, thrown out his views, and would not repeat them. 

The very able and eloquent gentleman from South Car- 
olina [Mr. LeGare] has told us, said Mr. J., that the Gov- 
ernment has power to issue notes for a bona fide purpose, 
and with a bona fide intention to redeem them. I must 


confess there is much obscurity in this argument, and still 
greater to my mind in its application. ‘This may not be 
the fault of the argument, but in my faculty of comprehen- 
sion. What can be meant by a bona fide purpose? The 
gentleman admits that Government has no power to issue 
paper unless prepared to redeem itin specie. In that sen- 
timent I fully concur. But the omission in the arguments 
of the gentlemen who urge this bill, is to show—fo prove 
how the Government will be able toredeem their notes with 
specie. The truth is, these gentlemen know that the Gov- 
ernment cannot redeem their notes in specie now, nor in 
six months, nor in twelve. Hence it is you will not make 
them payable at sight’ Hence it is that you will not al- 
low them to be presented for payment in twelve months 
after date. Hence it is that you will not say they shall 
not bear interest. Hence it is.that you will not say that 
they shall bear six percent! You leave it all to specula- 
tion—all to chance—you know it will be a spurious, not a 
bona fide currency—nor with a bona fide purpose. 

How can State-rights men reconcile their support of this 
measure with their notions of strict construction? How 
can they reconcile it to themselves and to consistency, to 
support a measure which violates both the letter and the 
spirit of the constitution, by authorizing an officer of Gov- 
ernment to issue paper for money, which paper is not to be 
redeemed? And the holder of this paper has no power to 
coerce, by law, specie at pleasure from the Government— 
when the same Government coerces the very holder of this 
money, to pay it only in gold or silver. A system of 
greater oppression and tyranny could not be easily devised 
by the wit of man. You tell the creditors of the Govern- 
ment, you must take Treasury notes, or take nothing! 
You then tell them you will not pay them what is due 
them for twelve months thereafter; nor do you give them 
an earnest that you will pay them then. You tell them, 
in the meantime, that you will exact at the moment that 
any individual should owe the Government, gold or silver; 
if it is not forthcoming, you will order your attorney and 
your marshal to sacrifice their property, and, peradven- 
ture, consign them to prison. 

The constitution of the United States provides for every 
possible emergency. You cun raise revenues upon im- 
portations; it takes the power from the States; you can 
raise revenue by direct taxation. If you do not choose to 
use these powers, you have the express, not implied, power 
given you to burrow money to pay your debts, or for any 
other purpose. Here you have a legitimate constitutional 
source from which you can raise revenue or money. 

One gentleman, who advocated this bill, said that the 
power to authorize Treasury notes, was not inhibited by 
the constitution ; that gentleman has given a new reading 
to that instrument. ‘The constitution informs us that 
powers not given to Congress by that instrument, are de- 
nied to it; are reserved to the States and the people of the 
States; power that is not expressly given or clearly im- 
plied, is prohibited. This is a Government of limitations, 
of checks, and balances, and nowhere can be found the 
authority, under the constitution, which you propose to in- 
vest to the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

You are about to authorize the issuing of a currency, 
which you are convinced will fluctuate in the market. 
How, then, can it be a true standard and test of value? 
One gentleman says that Treasury certificates are below 
par; another, ata premium. It is certain they cannot be 
converted into specie at par; and I call nothing at par that 
cannot, at the will of the holder, be converted into specie. 





The chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
has informed the committee that Treasury certificates fell 
as much as 4 per cent. in one day in New York. Is not 
this a delightful currency that is subject to such rapid de- 
preciation or appreciation in asingle day? This is the cur- 
rency which your Government sends forth among the peo- 
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ple. The holder of it may lose 4 per cent. upon it in six | 
hours after he receives it from the Secretary of, the Trea- 
sury. 

This plan of Government paper was tried by the French | 
Government, under the auspices of the famous Mr. Law, | 
and nearly ruined that nation. You are trying it now un- | 
der the auspices of Mr. Gouge, and will not be willing to 
abandon it until you bankrupt half uf the people. You 
lay your foundation upon issues of ten millions, and by 
and by you will desire to enlarge it to an hundred millions. | 
You refrain from restricting the Secretary, and may have | 
reasons in your bosoms which you are unwilling to articu- 
late. Yes, sir, to redeem these notes may create a pres- | 
sure, and then you may think it advisable to enlarge the | 
issue. Such contingencies may rise. 
Only one gentleman [Mr..Taomas] who has advocated | 
the bill, has taken the open and distinct ground, frankly | 
and fairly to call this measure, in direct terms, a loan. 
He says that the Government must resort to either an in- 
direct or a direct loan. I differ with him in this: I am in 
favor of a direct loan, he is for what he regards an indirect | 
loan. This currency which you propose to issue will | 
never enter into the general circulation of the country. If 
you borrow money, (at the same time create a sinking | 
fund,) and pay your debts with it, it will diffuse itself 
through the interior, and will enter into the general circu- | 
lation of each State and neighborhood. 

I cannot disabuse my mind from the belief that this is 
designed as the mere incipient step of a vast executive 
bank. Why will not gentiemen vote for the amendment— 
those who are in favor of divorcing the Government from | 
the people and the Goverment from all banks? Why not | 
vote for selling these bonds !—why keep up this quasi con- 
nexion between the Government and the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States? Are these bonds to be kept as kites hovering | 
over the bank? are they to be held in terrorem over the 
bank to prevent it from enlarging its business,‘and relieving 
the people? Are they to be kept until some hoped for 
emergeney, when you can make a sudden call on the bank, 
in hopes of hishonoring its credit at home and abroad ? 

England restrains, yet fosters, her bank credit. In this 
country the Executive wages a war of extermination against 
all banks and the credit system. One ignorant of the 
people of the United States, would think, to hear some of 
the friends of the administration speak, that they are the 
most corrupt people in the world—that they could be | 
bought up by banks like live stock in the market. 

All this is done for effect—those who use the assertion | 
do not believe it. Representatives here may judge of the 
people by those whom they represent. I am willing that 
each representative may make his constituents as corrupt 
and corruptible as may suit his fancy. But I beg the rep- | 
resentatives on this floor not to lay their venue in the dis- 
trict which I have the honor to represent. J deny that 
they can be bought by either the bank or the Government. 
But all such arguments are but the stale cant of designing 
men, who like to pander to vile prejudices. 


The greatest temptation under our Government is office. | 


It is an inherent principle in human nature to desire to be 
entrusted with office—to have a little brief authority. | 
Hence the great desire of the Executive to have its powers | 
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enlarged. I war openly against inordinate Executive power. | 


1744 


[Ocr. 6, 1837. 


————$——— 








I am opposed to improper Executive power in the Federal 
Goveryment. I have been and am opposed to it in my own 
State. I have been consistent if I have not been success- 
ful. Because it is in the bands of my own party in Mary- 
land, I have not been convinced that it was right for that 
reason. Ihave opposed a miserable edict issued by the 
Executive of Maryland, which he celled a proclamation, 
and which did not contain scarcely one sound principle of 
republicanisin—which went the whole length of denying 
the right of the people to alter their constitution. And 
for this opposition I was called a demagogue. Yes, sir, 


| the greatest in the State, excepting a colleague on this floor. 


{Here Mr. Jounsow was interrupted by Mr. Jeniren, 
who said that his colleague, Mr. Jouxson, was discuss- 
ing subjects which were irrelevant to that under debate. } 

Mr. Jounson resumed. He said that he was the last 
man to wound the tender ears of his colleague. He knew 
that he was a gentleman of delicate nerves, and tender 
conscience on this subject. That gentleman may reason 
by induction ; I perhaps argue by analogy ;—at any rate, I 
will not desire to be a copyist of my able colleague. But 
he could not but express his surprise that that gentleman 


| should call him to order for alluding to a subject which that 


honorable gentleman discussed at great length in this hall 
Yes, sir, the only speech which I have 
ever seen printed of my honorable colleague, was a speech 
he made against reform in Maryland; which may account, 
very rationally, why that question is so much stronger in 
Maryland since. And if he will favor this House with 
another, I will promise to listen with much less disquietude 
than that gentleman has evinced. I may imitate him in 
one respect, and, perhaps, I may be speaking now as the 
gentleman was speaking then, for home consumption. 
(Confusion and great laughter. The Chair called the 
House to order, and begged the gentleman from Maryland 
to confine his remarks to the subject under discussion. } 
Mr. Jounson resumed. You are correct, Mr. Chairman, 
in. calling the House and myself to order—and in calling 
the House to order first—for there is more disorder with 
the House than with myself. [Renewed laughter and ex- 
citement.] But I will relieve the house and you, Mr. 
Chairman. This is mere episode. I wish to see reform 
triumph in Maryland, and I wish to see it triumph in 
Washington; and there is great necessity for it in both 
cases. And hence it is that I oppose the bill on the table; 
for that reason I shall vote for the amendment. If the 
hank is the horrid monster you say it is, why not divorce 
yourselves from it. If it is as vile and corrupt as you say 
it is, why do you insist upon the connexion? I wish the 
bonds to be sold to benefit the emergencies of the Gov- 
ernment; also that gentlemen may rest upon their pillows, 
so that this spectre bank may no longer haunt their im- 
aginations. 

I have another objection to the bill. No time is speci- 
fied for issuing these Treasury notes; he may issue part 
this year, part the next; his discretion is to be the only 
law. You give him the power also to effect loans if he 
cannot redeem the Treasury notes. In other words, you 


| give the Secretary all the legislative power which you pos- 
| sess under the constitution, and you give him power to do 


that which, under the constitution, Congress has no power 
to do. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS—Firsr Session. 


MESSAGE 
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE U. STATES, 
TO BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRESS, sEPTEMBER 5, 1837. 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
and House of Representatives : 

The act of the 23d of June, 1836, regulating the de- 
posites of the public money, and directing the employment 
of State, District, and Territorial banks for that purpose, 
made it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to dis- 
continue the use of such of them as should at any time 
refuse to redeem their notes in specie, and to substitute 
other banks, provided a sufficient number could be obtained 
to receive the public a upon the terms and condi- 
tions therein prescribed. The general and almost simul- 
taneous suspension of specie payments by the banks in 
May last, rendered the performance of his duty impera- 
tive, in respect to those which had been selected under 
the act; and made it, at the same time, impracticable to 
—_ the requisite number of others, upon the pre- 
scri a conditions. The specific regulations established 
by Congress for the deposite and safe-keeping of the pub- 
lic moneys having thus unexpectedly become inope- 
rative, I felt it to be my duty to afford you an early op- 
portunity for the exercise of your supervisory powers over 
the subject. 

I was also led to apprehend that the suspension .of spe- 
cie payments, increasing the embarrassments before exist- 
ing in the pecuniary affairs of the country, would so far di- 
minish the public revenue, that the accruing receipts into the 
Treasury would not, with the reserved five millions, be 
sufficient to defray the unavoidable expenses of the Gov- 
ernment, until the usual period for the meeting of Congress; 
whilst the authority to call upon the States, for a portion 
of the sums deposited with them, was too restricted to en- 
able the Department to realize a sufficient amount from that 
source. These apprehensions have been justified by sub- 
sequent results, which render it certain that this deficiency 
will occur, if additional means be not provided by Con- 
gress, 

The difficulties experienced by the mercantile interest, 
in meeting their engagements, induced them to apply to 
me, previously to the actual suspension of specie payments, 
for indulgence upon their bonds for duties; and all the re- 
lief authorized by law was promptly and cheerfully grant- 
ed. The dependance of the Treasury upon the avails of 
these bonds, to enable it to make the deposites with the 
States required by law, led me in the outset to limit this 
indulgence to the first of September, but it has since been 
extended to the first of October, that the matter might be 
submitted to your further direction. 

Questions were also expected to arise in the recess in 
respect to the October instalment of those deposites, re- 
quiring the interposition of Congress. 

A provision of another act, passed about the same time, 
and intended to secure a faithful compliance with the ob- 
ligation of the United States to satisfy all demands up- 
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on them in specie or its equivalent, prohibited the offer of 
any bank note, not convertible on the spot into gold or 
silver at the will of the holder; and the ability of the 
Government, with millions on deposite, to meet its en- 
gagements in the manner thus required by law, was ren- 
dered very doubtful by the event to which I have referred. 

Sensible that adequate provisions for these unexpected 
exigencies could only be made by Congress; convinced 
that some of them would be indispensably necessary to 
the public service, before the regular period of your meet- 
ing ; and desirous also to enable you to exercise, at the 
earliest moment, your full constitutional powers for the 
relief of the country, I could not, with propriety, avoid 
subjecting you to the inconvenience of assembling at as 
early aday as the state of the popular representation 
would permit. I am sure that I have done but justice to 
your feelings, in believing that this inconvenience will be 
cheerfully encountered, in the hope of rendering your 
meeting conducive to the good of the ees 

During the earlier stages of the revulsion through which 
we have just passed, much acrimonious discussion arose, 
and great diversity of opinion existed as to its real causes. 
This was not surprising. The operations of credit are so 
diversified, and the influences which affect them so nume- 
rous, and often so subtle, that even impartial and well-in- 
formed persons are seldom found to agree in respect to 
them. To inherent difficulties were also added other ten- 
dencies, which were by no means favorable to the diacov- 
ery of truth. It was pony to be expected that those 
who disapproved the policy of the Government in relation 
to the currency, would, in the excited state of public feel- 
ing produced by the occasion, fail to attribute to that policy 
any extensive embarrassment in the monetary affairs of the 
country. The matter thus became connected with the 
— and conflicts of party ; opinions were more or 

ess affected by political considerations ; and differences 
were prolonged which might otherwise have been deter- 
mined by an appeal to facts, by the exercise of reason, or 
by mutual concession. It is, however, a cheering reflection 
that circumstances of this nature cannot prevent a com- 
munity so intelligent as ours from ultimately arriving at 
correct conclusions. Encouraged by the firm belief of this 
truth, I proceed to state my views, so far as oe neces- 
sary toaclear understanding of the remedies I feel it my duty 
to propose, and of the reasons by which I have been led 
to recommend them. 

The history of trade in the United States for the last 
three or four years affords the most convincing evidence that 
our present condition is chiefly to be attributed to over-action 
in all the departments of business ; an over-action deriving, 

erhaps, its first inpulses from antecedent causes, but stimu- 
ated to its destructive consequences by excessive issues of 
bank paper, and by other facilities for the acquisition and 
enlargement of credit. At the commencement of the year 
1834, the banking capital of the United States, including 
that of the national bank then existing, amounted to about 
two hundred millions of dollars ; the bank notes then in cir- 
culation to about ninety-five millions; and the loans and 
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discounts of the banks to three hundred and twenty-four | 
millions, Between that time and the first of January, 1836, 


being the latest period to which accurate accounts have 


been received, our banking capital was increased to more 
than two hundred and fifty-one millions; our paper circu- 
lation to more than one hundred and forty millions; and the 
foans and discounts to more than four hundred and fiity- 
seven millions, ‘To this vast increase are to be added the 
many millions of credit, acquired by means of foreign loans, 
contracted by the States and State institutions, and, above 
all, by the lavish accommodations extended by foreign deal- 
ers to our merchants. 


The consequences of this redundancy of credit, and of | 


the spirit of reckless speculation engendered by it, were 
a foreign debt contracted by our citizens, estimated in 
March last at more than thirty millions of dollars ; the 
extension to traders in the interior of our country of ered- 
its for supplies, greatly beyond the wants of the people ; 
the investment of thirty-nme and a half millions of dol- 
jars in unpreductive public lands, in the years 1835 and 
1836, whilst in the preceding year the ides amounted to 
only four and a half millions; the creation of debts, to 
an almost countless amount, for real estate in existing or 
anticipated cities and villages, equally unproductive, and 
at prices now seen to have been greatly disproportionate 


to their real value; the expenditure of immense sums in + 


improvements which, in many cases, have been found to 
be ruinously improvident ; the diversion to other pursuits 
of much of the labor that should have been applied to ag- 
riculture, thereby contributing to the expenditure of large 
sums in the importation of grain from Europe—an expen- 


diture which, amounting in 1834 to about two hundred | 
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and fifty thousand dollars, was, in the first two quarters | 


of the present year, increased to more than two millions of 
dollars ; and, finally, without enumerating other injurious 
results, the rapid growth among all classes, and especial] 
in our great commercial towns, of luxurious habits, found- 
ed too often on merely fancied wealth, and detrimental 
alike to the industry, the resources, and the morals of our 
people. 

It was so impossible that such a state of things could 
long continue, that the prospect of revulsion was present 
to the minds of considerate men before it actually came. 
None, however, had correctly anticipated its severity. A 
concurrence of circumstances, inadequate of themselves to 
produce such widespread and calamitous embarrassments, 
tended so greatly to aggravate them, that they cannot be 
overlooked in considermg their history. Among these 
may be mentioned, as most prominent, the great loss of 
capital sustained by our commercial emporium in the fire 
of December, 1835—a loss, the effects of which were un- 
derrated at the time, because postponed for a season by 
the great facilities of credit then existing; the disturb- 
ing effects, in our commercial cities, of the transfers of 
the public moneys required by the deposite law of June, 
1836; and the measures adopted by the foreign creditors of 
our merchants to reduce their debts, and to withdraw from 
the United States a large portion of our specie. 

However unwilling any of our citizens may heretofore 
have been to assign to these causes the chief instrumental- 
ity in producing the present state of things, the devel- 
opments subseguently made, and the actual condition of 
other commercial countries, must, ‘as it seems to me, dis- 
pel all remaining doubts upon the subject. It has since 
appeared that evils, similar to those suffered by ourselves, 
have been experienced in Great Britain,on the continent,and, 
indeed, throughout the commercial world ; and that in other 
countries, as well as in our own, they have been uniform- 
ly preceded by an undue enlargement of the boundaries of 
trade, prompted, as with us, by unprecedented expansions 
of the systems of credit. A reference to the amount of 
banking capital, and the issues of paper credit put in cir- 
culation in Great Britain, by banks, and in aha ways, 


during the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, will show an aug- 
mentation of the paper currency there, as much dispropor- 
tioned to the real wants of trade as in the United States. 
With this redundancy of the paper currency, there arose 
in that country also a spirit of adventurous speculation, 
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embracing the whole range of human enterprise. Aid wa; 
profusely given to projected improvements ; large invest- 
ments were made in foreign stocks and loans; credits for 
goods were granted with unbounded liberality to merchants 
in foreign countries ; and all the means of acquiring and 
employing credit were put in active operation, and extend- 
ed in their effects to every department of business, and to 
eyery quarter of the globe. The reaction was en d 
in its violence to the extraordinary character of the events 
which preceded it. The commercial community of Great 
Britain were subjected to the greatest difficulties, and thei 
debtors in this country were not only suddenly deprived 
of accustomed and expected credits, but called upon fo, 
payments, which, in the actual posture of things here, 
could only be made through a general pressure, and at (he 
most ruinous sacrifices. 

In view of these facts, it would seem impossible for sin- 
cere inquirers after truth to resist the conviction that the 
causes of the revulsion in both countries have been sub- 
stantially the same. ‘Two nations, the most commercial in 
the world, enjoying but recently the highest degree of a 
parent prasperity, and maintaining with each other the clo- 
sest relations, are suddenly, in a time of profound peace, 
and without any great national disaster, arrested in their 
career, and plunged into a state of embarrassment and di 
tress. In both countries, we have witnessed the same re- 
dundancy of paper money, and other facilities of credit ; 
the same spirit of speculation; the same partial successes ; 
the same difficulties and reverses ; and, at length, nearly 
the same overwhelming catastrophe. ‘The most material 
difference between the results in the two countries has only 
been, that with us there has also occurred an extensive de- 
rangement in the fiscal affairs of the Federal and State Goy- 
ernments, occasioned by the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks. 

The history of these causes and effects in Great Britain 
and the United States, is substantially the history of the 
revulsion in all other commercial. countries. 

The present and visible effects of these circumstances on 
the operations of the Government, and on the industry ot 
the people, point out the objects which call for your im- 
mediate attention. 

They are—to regulate by law the safe keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public moneys; to designate the 
funds to be received and paid by the Government ; to ena 
ble the ‘Treasury to meet promptly every demand upon it 
to prescribe the terms of indulgence, and the mode of set- 
tlement to be adopted, as well in collecting from mdividu- 
als the revenue that has accrued, as in withdrawing it 
from former depositories; and to devise and adopt such fur- 
ther measures, within the constitutional competency of Con- 
gress, as will be best calculated to revive the enterprise, 
and to promote the prosperity of the country. 

For the deposite, transfer, and disbursement of the reve- 
nue, National and State banks have always, with tempora- 
ry and limited exceptions, been heretofore employed ; but, 
although advocates of each system are still to be found, 1 
is apparent that the events of the last few months have 
greatly augmented the desire, long existing among the peo- 
ple of the United States, to eae the fiscal operations vt 
the Government from those of individuals or corporations. 

Again to create a national bank, as a fiscal agent, 
would be to disregard the popular will, twice solemnly and 
unequivocally expressed. On no question of domestic po- 
licy is there stronger evidence that the sentiments of a 
large majority are deliberately fixed ; and I cannot concur 


with those who think they see, in recent events, a proof 


that these sentiments are, or a reason that they should be, 
changed. 

Events, similar in their origin and character, have here- 
tofore frequently occurred, without producing any such 


change; and the lessons of experience must be forgotten, if 


we suppose that the present overthrow cf credit would 
have been prevented by the existence of a national bank. 
Proneness to excessive issues has ever been the vice of the 
banking system; a vice as prominent in national as in 
State institutions. This propensity is as subservient to 
the advancement of private interests in the one as in the 
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other; and those who direct them both, being principally | their merchandise. These are operations of trade. They 
guided by the same views, and influenced by thesame mo- | ought to be conducted by those who are interested in them, 
tives, will be equally ready to stimulate to extravagance of | in the same manner that the incidental difficulties of other 
enterprise by improvidence of credit. How strikingly is | pursuits are encountered by other classes of citizens. Such 
this conclusion sustained by experience! The Bank of the | aid has not been buchen necessary in other countries. 
United States, with the vast powers conferred on it by | Throughout Europe, the domestic as well as the foreign 
Congress, did not, or could not, prevent former and similar | exchanges are carried on by private houses, often, if not 
embarrassments; nor has the still greater strength it has | generally, without the assistance of banks. Yet they ex- 
been said to possess under its present charter, enabled it, | tend throughout distinct sovereignties, and far exceed in 
in the existing emergency, to check other institutions, or | amount the real exchanges of the United States. There 
even to save itself. In Great Britain, where, it has been | is no reason why our own may not be conducted in the 
seen, the same causes have been attended with the same | same manner, with equal cheapness and safety. Certainly 
effects, a national bank, possessing powers far greater than | this might be accomplished, if it were favored by those 
are asked for by the warmest advocates of such an institu- | most deeply interested; and few can doubt that their own 
tion here, has also proved unable to prevent an undue ex- | interest, as well as the general welfare of the country, 
yansion of credit, and the evils that flow from it. Norcan | would be promoted by leaving such a subject in the hands 
find any tenable ground for the re-establishment of a na- | of those to whom it properly belongs. A system founded 
tional bank, in the derangement alleged at present to exist | on private interest, enterprise, and competition, without the 
in the domestic exchanges of the country, or in the facilities | aid of legislative grants or regulations by law, would rap- 
it may be capable of affording them. Although advantages | idly prosper; it would be free from the influence of political 
of this sort were anticipated when the first Bank of the | agitation,and extend the same exemption to trade itself; and 
United States was created, they were regarded as an inci- | it would put an end to those complaints of neglect, par- 
dental accommodation; not one which the Federal Gov- | tiality, irjustice, and oppression, which are the unavoidable 
ermment was bound, or could be called upon, to furnish. | results of interference by the Government in the proper 
This accommodation is now, indeed, after the lapse of not | concerns of individuals. ‘ All former attempts on the part 
many years, demanded from it as among its first duties, | of the Government to carry its legislation, in this respect, 
and an omission to aid and regulate commercial exchange | further than was designed by the constitution, have in the 
is treated as a ground of loud and serious complaint. Such | end proved injurious, and have served only to convince the 
results only serve to exemplify the constant desire, among | great body of the people, more and more, of the certain 
some of our citizens, to enlarge the powers of the Govern- | dangersof blending private interests with the operations of 
ment, and extend its control to subjects with which it | public business; and there is no reason to suppose that a 
should not interfere. They can never justify the creation | repetition of them now would be more successful. 
of an institution to promote such objects. On the contra- 1t cannot be concealed that there exists, in our commu- 
ry, they justly excite among the community a more dili- | nity, opinions and feelings on this subject in direct oppo- 
gent inquiry into the character of those operations of trade, | sition to each other. A large portion of them, combining 
towards which it is desired to extend aa peculiar favors. | great intelligence, activity, aaa influence, are no doubt sin- 
The various transactions which bear the name of do- | cere in their belief that the operations of trade ought to 
mestic exchanges, differ essentially in their nature, opera- | be assisted by such a connexion; they regard a national 
tion, and utility. One class of them consists of bills of ex- | bank as necessary for this purpose, and they are disinclin- 
changs, drawn for the purpose of transferring actual capi- | ed to every measure that does not tend, sooner or later, to 
tal from one part of the country to another, or to antici- | the establishment of such an institution. On the other 
pate the proceeds of property actually transmitted. Bills | hand, a majority of the people are believed to be irrecon- 
of this description are highly useful in the movements of | cilably opposed to that measure: they consider such « 
trade, and well deserve all the encouragement which can | concentration of power dangerous to their liberties ; and 
rightfully be given to them. Another class is made up | many of them regard it as a violation of the constitution. 
of bills of exchange, not drawn to transfer actual shamat | This collision of opinion has, doubtless, caused much of 
ner on the eredit of property transmitted, but to create fic- | the embarrassment to which the commercial transactions 
tilious oo partaking at once of the character of notes | of the country have lately been exposed. Banking has 
discounted in bank, and of bank notes in circulation, and | become a political topic of the highest interest, and trade 
swelling the mass of paper credits to a vast extent, in the | has suffered in the conflict of parties. A speedy termina- 
most objectionable manner. ‘These bills have formed, for | tion of this state of things, however desirable, is scarcely 
the last few years, a large proportion of what are termed | tobe expected. We have seen for nearly half a century 
the domestic exchanges of the country, serving as the | that those who advocate a national bank, by whatever mo- 
means of usurious profit, and constituting the most unsafe | tive they may be influenced, constitute a portion of our 
and precarious paper in circulation. This species of traffic, | community too numerous to allow us to hope for an early 
instead of being upheld, ought to be discountenanced by | abandonmentof their favorite plan. On the other hand, 
the Government and the people. they must indeed form an erroneous estimate of the intel- 
[n transferring its funds from place to place, the Gov- | ligence and temper of the American people, who suppose 
ernment is on the same footing with the private citizen, | that they have continued, on slight or insufficient crounds, 
and may resort to the same legal means. It may do so | their persevering opposition to such an institution ; or that 
through the medium of bills drawn by itself, or purchased | they can be induced by pecuniary pressure, or by any 
from others ; and in these operations it may, in a manner other combination of circumstances, to surrender principles 
undoubtedly constitutional and legitimate, facilitate and | they have so long and so inflexibly maintained. 
assist exchanges of individuals founded on real transac- My own views of the subject are unchanged. They 
tions of trade. ‘The extent to which this may be done, | have been repeatedly and unreservedly announced to my 
and the best means of effecting it, are entitled to the full- | fellow-citizens ; who, with full knowledge of them, confer- 
est consideration. his has been bestowed by the Secre- | red upon me the two highest offices of the Government. On 
tary of the Treasury, and his views will be submitted to | the last of these occasions, I felt it due to the people to ap- 
you in his report. ; ote | prize them, distinctly, that, in the event of my election, | 
aoe oe by the constitution that the | would not be able to co-operate in the re-establishment of 
overnment should assume the management of domestic | a national bank. ‘To these sentiments, I have now only to 
OF foreign exchange. It is, indeed, authorized to regulate | add the expression of an increased conviction, that the re- 
ay ee Sete ee the States, and to provide a | establishment of such a bank, in any form, whilst it would 
general standard of value, or medium of exchange, in gold | not accoinplish the beneficial — promised by its ad- 


ond silver; but it is not its province to aid individuals in | vecates, would impair the rightful supremacy of the popu- 
the transfer of their funds, otherwise than through the fa- r ] 
cilities afforded by the Post Office Department. As justly | 


es our political system; and bring once more into existence a 
might it be called on to 


provide for the transportation of | concentrated moneyed power, hostile to the spirit, “and 


| lar will; injure the character and diminish the influence of 
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fob yas. ag permanency, of our republican institutions, 
Local banks have been employed for the deposite and 
disivibution of the revenue, at all times partially, and, on 
three different occasions, exclusively : first, anterior tothe 
establishment of the first Bank of the United States ; 
secondly, in the interval between the termination of that 
institution and the charter of its successor; and, thirdly, 
during the limited period which has now so abruptly clos- 
ed. The connexion thus repeatedly attempted, proved 
unsatisfactory on each successive occasion, notwithstand- 
ing the various measures which were adopted to facilitate 
or insure its success. On the last occasion, in the year 
1833, the employment of the State banks was guarded 
especially in every way which experience and caution 
could suggest. Personal security was required for the 
safe-keeping and prompt payment of the moneys to be 





received, and full returns of their condition were, from | 


time to time, to be made by the depositories. In the first 
stages the measure was eminently successful, notwith- 
standing the violent opposition of the Bank of the United 
States, and the unceasing efforts made to overthrow it. 
The selected banks performed with fidelity, and without 
any embarrassment to themselves or to the community, 
their engagements to the Government; and the system pro- 
mised to be permanently useful. But when it became ne- 
cessary, under the act of June, 1836, to withdraw from 
them the public money, for the purpose of placing it in 
aAditinael inatibutions. or of transferring it to the States, 
they found it, in many cases, inconvenient to comply with 
the demands of the Treasury, and numerous and pressing 
applications were made for indulgence or relief. As the 


instalments under the deposite law became payable, their | 


own embarrassments, and the necessity under which they 


lay of curtailing their discounts and calling in their debts, | 
increased the general distress, and contributed, with other | 
causes, to hasten the revulsion in which, at length, they, | 


in common with the other banks, were fatally involved. 


Under these circumstances, it becomes our solemn duty 
to a whether there are not, in any connexion between 
the Government and banks of issue, evils of great magni- | 
tude, inherent in its very nature, and against which no pre- 


cautions can effectually guard. 
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| stance no fluctuation of commerce could have produced, if 


the public revenue had been collected in the legal currency, 
and kept in that form by the officers of the Treasury. 
The citizen whose money was in bank receives it back, 
since the suspension, at a sacrifice in its amount ; whilst 
he who kept it in the legal currency of the country, and in 
his own possession, pursues, without loss, the current of 
his business. The Government, placed in the situation of 
the former, is involved in embarrassments it could not have 
suffered had it pursued the course of the latter. These 
| embarrassments are, moreover, augmented by those salu- 
tary and just laws which forbid it to use a depreciated cur- 
rency, and, by so doing, take from the Government the 
ability which imdividuals have of accommodating their 
transactions to such a catastrophe. 
| _ A system which can, in a time of profound peace, when 
there is a large revenue laid by, thus suddenly prevent the 
application and the use of the money of the people, in the 
manner and for the obj.cts they have directed, cannot be 
wise ; but who can think, without painful reflection, that, 
| under it, the same unforeseen events might hae befallen 
| us in the midst ofa war, and taken from us, at the moment 
| when most wanted, the use of those very means which 
were treasured upto promote the national welfare and 
guard our national ri hts? ‘T'osuch embarrassments and 
to such dangers will this Government be always exposed, 
whilst it takes the moneys raised for, and necessary to, the 
public service, out of the hands of its own officers, and 
converts them into a mere right of action against corpora- 
tions intrusted with the possession of them, Nor can such 
results be effectually guarded against in such a system, 
without investing the S eutive with a control over the 
| banks themselves, whether State or national, that might 
with reason be objected to. Ours is, probably, the only 
Government in the world that is liable, in the management 
of its fiscal concerns, to occurrences like these. But this 
imminent risk is not the only danger attendant on the sur 
render of the public money to the custody and control of 
local corporations. Though the object is aid to the Treas- 
ury, its effect may be to introduce into the operations of 
| the Government influences the most subtle, founded on 
| interests the most selfish. 


| 













Unforeseen in the organization of the Government, and 
forced on the Treasury by early necessities, the practice of 
employing banks was, in truth, from the beginning, more a 
measure of emergency than of sound policy. When we 
started into existence asa nation, in addition to the bur- 
dens of the new Government, we assumed all the large but | 
honorable load of debt which was the price of our liberty ; 
but we hesitated to weigh down the infant industry of the 
country by resorting to adequate taxation for the neces- | vantages of such a boon will always cause it to be sought 
sary revenue. The facilities of banks in return for the | for with avidity. [ will not stop to consider on whom the 

rivileges they acquired, were promptly offered, and per- | patronage incident to it is to be conferred; whether the 

aps too readily received, by an embarrassed Treasury. | selection and control be trusted to Congress or to the Ex- 
During the long continuance of a national debt, and the | ecutive, either will be subjected to appeals made in every 
intervening difficulties of a foreign war, the connexion was | form which the sagacity of interest can suggest. The 
continued from motives of convenience ; but these causes | banks, under such a system, are stimulated to make the most 
have long since passed away. We have no emergencies | of their fortunate acquisition ; the deposites are treated as 
that make banks necessary to aid the wants of the | an increase of capital; loans and circulation are rashly 
Treasury ; we have no load of national debt to provide | augmented, and, when the public exigencies require a re- 
for, and we have on actual deposite a large surplus. No | turn, it is attended with subetanicnanin not provided for, 
public interest, therefore, now requires the renewal of a | nor foreseen. Thus banks that thought themselves most 
connexion that circumstances have dissolved. The com- | fortunate when the public funds were received, find them- 
plete organization of our Government, the abundance of | selves most embarrassed when the season of payment sud- 
our resources, the general harmony which prevails between | denly arrivés. 
the different States, and with foreign Powers—all enable us Unfortunately, too, the evils of the system are not limit- 
now to select the system most consistent with the consti- | ed to the banks. It stimulates a general rashness of ev- 
tution, and most conducive to the public welfare. Should | terprise, and aggravates the fluctuations of commerce and 
we, then, connect the Treasury for a fourth time with the | the currency. ‘This result was strikingly exhibited during 
local banks, it can only be under a conviction that past fail- | the late operations of the deposite system, and especially in 
ures have arisen from accidental, not inherent defects. | the purchases of public lands. The order which ultimately 


The use by the banks, for their own benefit, of the money 
| deposited with them, hasreceived the sanction of the Gov- 
| ernment from the commencement of this connexion. The 
money received from the people, instead of being kept till 
itis needed for their use, is, inconsequence of this authority, 
a fund, on which discounts are made for the profit of those 
who happen to be owners of stock in the banks selected as 
depositories. The supposed and often exaggerated ad- 


A danger, difficult if not impossible to be avoided in | 
such an arrangement, is made strikingly evident in the 


very event by which it has now been defeated. A sudden 


act of the banks intrusted with the funds of the people, 
deprives the Treasury, without fault or agency of the 
Government, of the ability to pay its creditors in the cur- 
rency they have by law a right to demand, 


This circum- 





| directed the payment of gold and silver in such purchases, 
| greatly checked, but would not altogether prevent, the evil. 
| Specie was indeed more difficult to be procured than the 
notes which the banks could themselves create at pleasure ; 
but still, being obtained from them as a loan, and returned as 
a deposite, which they were again at liberty to use, it only 
' passed round the elvele with diminished speed, ‘This ope- 
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ration could not have been oe, had the funds of the | 
Government gone into the Treasury, to be regularly dis- 
bursed, and not into banks, to be loaned out for their own 
profit, while they were permitted to substitute for it a | 
credit in account. 

In expressing these sentiments, I desire not to under- 
value the benefits of a salutary credit to any branch of en- | 
terprise. The credit bestowed on probity and industry is | 
the just reward of merit, and an honorable incentive to fur- 
ther acquisition. None oppose it who love their country | 
aod understand its welfare. But when it is unduly encou- 
raged—when itis made to inflame the public mind with the 
temptations of sudden and unsubstantial wealth—when it 
turns industry into paths that lead sooner or later to disap- 
pointmenit and distress—it becomes liable to censure, and 
needs correction. Far from helping probity and industry, 
the ruin to which it leads falls most severely on the great 
laboring classes, who are thrown suddenly ou: of employ- 
ment, and, by the failure of magnificent schemes never in- 
tended to enrich them, are deprived in a moment of their 
only resource. Abuses of credit and excesses in specula- | 
tion will happen in despite of the most salutary laws; no | 
Government, perhaps, can altogether prevent them; but | 
surely every Government can refrain from contributing the 
stimulus that calls them into life. 

Since, therefore, experience has shown, that to lend the 
public money to the local banks is hazardous to the opera- | 
tions of the Government, at least of doubtful benefit to the 
institutions themselves, and productive of disastrous de- | 
rangement in the business and currency of the country, is 
it the part of wisdom again to renew the connexion? 

It is true that such an agency isin many respects con- 
venient to the Treasury, bat it is not indispensable. A 
limitation of the expenses of the Government to its actual 
wants, and of the revenue to those expenses, with conve- 
nient means for its prompt application to the purposes for 
which it was raised, are the objects which we should seek 
to accomplish. The collection, safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public money, can, it is believed, be 
well managed by officers of the Government. Its col- 
lection, and, to a great extent, its disbursement also, have 
indeed been hitherto conducted solely by them ; neither 
national nor State banks, when employed, being required 
to do more than keep it safely while in their custody, 
and transfer and pay it in such portions and at such times 
as the Treasury shall direct. 

Surely banks are not more able than the Government 
to secure the money in their possession against accident, 
violence, or fraud. The assertion that they are so, must | 
assume that a vault in a bank is stronger than a vault in 
the Treasury; and that directors, cashiers, and clerks, 
not selected by the Government, nor under its control, are 
more worthy of confidence than officers selected from the | 
people and responsible to the Government ; officers bound 

y Official oaths and bonds for a faithful performance of 
their duties, and constantly subject to the supervision of 
Congress. 

The difficulties of transfer, and the aid heretofore ren- 
dered by banks, have been less than is usually supposed. 
The actual accounts show that by far the larger portion of 
payments is made within short or convenient distances 
from the places of collection; and the whole number of | 
warrants issued at the Treasury jn the year 1834—a year, | 
the results of which will, it is belived, afford a safe test for | 
the future—fell short of five thousand, or an average of | 
less than one daily for each State; in the city of New 
York they did not average more thantwo aday, and at 
the city of Washington, only four. 

The difficulties heretofore existing are, moreover, daily | 
lessened by an increase in the cheapness and facility of | 
communication ; and it may be asserted with confidence, 
that the necessary transfers, as well as the safe-keeping | 
and disbursements of the public moneys, can be with safe- | 
ty and convenience accomplished through the agencies of | 
Treasury officers, The opinion has been, in some degree, 
confirmed by actual experience since the discontinuance of | 
the banks as fiscal agents, in May last; a period which, 
from the embarrassments in commercial intercourse, pre- 
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sented obstacles as great as any that may be hereafter ap- 
prehended. 

The manner of keeping the public money since that 

riod is fully stated in the report of the Secretary of the 

reasury. ‘That officer also suggests the propriety of as- 
signing, by law, certain additional duties to existing estab- 
lishments aud officers, which, with the modifications and 
safeguards referred to by him, will, he thinks, enable the 
Department to continue to perform this branch of the pub- 
lic service, without any material addition either to their 
number or to the present expense. The extent of the busi- 
ness to be transacted has already been stated; and in re- 
spect to the amount of money with which the officers em- 
ployed would be intrusted at any one time, it appears that, 
assuming a balance of five millions to be at all times kept 
in the Treasury, and the whole of it left in the hands of 
the collectors and receivers, the proportion of each would 
not exceed an average of thirty thousand dollars; but 
that, deducting one million for the use of the mint, and as- 
suming the remaining four millions to bein the hands of 
one-half of the present number of officers—a supposition 
deemed more likely to correspond with the fact—the sum 
in the hands of each would still be less than the amount of 
most of the bonds now taken from the receivers of public 


| money. Every apprehension, however, on the subject, 


either in respect to the satety of the money, or the faithful 
discharge of these fiscal transactions, may, it appears to 
me, be effectually removed by adding to the present means 
of the Treasury the establishment by law, at a few im- 
portant points, of offices for the deposite and disbursement 
of such portions of the public revenue as cannot, with ob- 
vious safety and convenience, be left in the possession of 
the collecting officers until paid over by them to the public 
creditors. Neither the amounts retained in their hands, 
nor those deposited in*the offices, would, in an ordinary 
condition of the revenue, be oe in most cases than those 
often under the control of disbursing officers of the army 
and navy, and might be made entirely safe, by requiring 
such securities, and exereising such controlling supervision, 
as Congress may by law prescribe. The principal officers 
whose appointments would become necessary under this 
plan, taking the largest number suggested by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, would not exceed ten; nor the additional 
expenses, at the same estimate, sixty thousand dollars a 
ear. 

There can be no doubt of the obligation of those who are 
intrusted with the affairs of Government, to conduct them 
with as little cost to the nation as is consistent with the 
public interest; and it is for Congress, and ultimately for 
the people, to decide whether the benefits to be derived from 
keeping our fiscal concerns apart, and severing the connex- 
ion which has hitherto existed between the Government 
and banks, offer sufficient advantages to justify the neces- 
sary expenses. If the object to be accomplished is deemed 
important to the future welfare of the country, I cannotal- 
low myself to believe that the addition to the public expen- 
diture of a so small an amount as will be ne- 
cessary to effect it, will be objected to by the people. 

It will be seen by the report of the Postmaster General, 
herewith communicated, that the fiscal affairs of that De- 
partment have been successfully conducted since May last 
upon the principle of dealing 7 in the Jegal currency of 
the United States, and that it needs no legislation to main- 
tain its credit, and facilitate the management of its concerns; 
the existing laws being, in the opinion of that officer, ample 
for those objects. 

Difficulties will doubtless be encountered for a season, and 
increased services required from the public functionaries ; 
such are usually incident to the commencement of every 
system, but they will be greatly lessened in the progress of 
its operations. 

The power and influence supposed to be connected with 


the custody and disbursement of the public money, are 
topics on which the public mind is naturally, and with 
| great propriety, peculiarly sensitive. Much has been 
said on them, in reference to the proposed separation of 
the Government from the banking imstitutions ; and sure- 


ly no one can object to any appeals or animadversionson 
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the subject, which are consistent with facts, and evince a | 


proper respect for the intelligence of the people. Ifa 
Chief Magistrate may be allowed to speak for himself 
on such a point, | can truly say, that to me nothing would 
be more acceptable than the withdrawal from the Execu- 
tive, w the greatest practicable extent, of all concern in 
the custody and disbursement of the public revenue: not 
that I would shrink from any responsibility cast upon me 
by the duties of my office, but because it is my firm be- 
lief that its capacity for usefulness is in no degree pro- 
moted by the possession of any patronage not actually 
necessary to the performance of those dutics, But under 
our present form of government, the intervention of the 
executive officers in the custody and disbursement of the 

yuublic money seems to be unavoidable ; and before it can 
be admitted that the influence and power of the Executive 
would be increased by dispensing with the agency of 
banks, the nature of that intervention in such an agency 
must be carefully regarded, and a comparison must be in- 
stituted between its extent in the two cases. 


The revenue can only be collected by officers appointed | 


hy the President, with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate. The public moneys, in the first instance, must, there- 


fore, in all cases, pass through hands selected by the Ex- | 


ecutive. Other officers appointed in the same way, or, as 
in some cases, by the President alone, must also be intrust- 
ed with them when drawn for the purpose of disbursement. 
It is thus seen that even when banks are employed, the 
public funds must twice pass through the hands of execu 
tive officers. Besides this, the head of the Treasury De- 
partment, who also holds office at the pleasure of the 
President, and some other officers of the same department, 
must necessarily be invested with more or less power in 
the selection, continuagce, and supervision of the banks 


that may be employed. ‘The question is then narrowed to | 


the single point, whether, in the intermediate stage be- 
tween the collection and disbursement of the public money, 


the agency of banks is necessary to avoid a dangerous | 
extension of the patronage and influence of the Executive? | 


But is it clear that the connexion of the Executive with 
powerful moneyed institutions, capable of ministering to 
the interests of men in points where they are most accessi- 
ble to corruption, is less liable to abuse, than his constitu- 
tional agency in the appointment and control of the few 
public officers required by the proposed plan? Will the 
public money, when in their hands, be necessarily exposed 
to any improper interference on the part of the Executive ? 
May it not be hoped that a prudent fear of public jealousy 
and disapprobation, in a matter so peculiarly exposed to 
them, will deter him from any such interference, even if 
higher motives be found inoperative ? May not Congress 


so regulate by law the duty of those officers, and subject | 
it to such supervision and publicity, as to prevent the pos- | 


sibility of any serious abuse on the part of the Executive ? 
and is there equal room for such supervision and publicity 
in a connexion with banks, acting under the shield of cor- 


porate immunities, and conducted by persons irresponsible | 


to the Government and the people? It is believed that a 
considerate and candid investigation of these questions will 
result in the conviction that the proposed plan is far less 
liable to objection, on the score of Executive patronage and 
control, than any bank agency that has been, or can be, 
devised, 


With these views, I leave to Congress the measures ne- | 


cessary to regulate, in the present emergency, the safe- 
keeping and transfer of the public moneys. In the perform- 
ance of constitutional duty, L have stated to them, without 
reserve, the result of my own reflections. The subject is 
of great. importance, and one on which we can scarcely ex- 
pect to be as united in sentiment as we are in interest. It 
deserves a full and free discussion, and cannot fail to be 
benefited by a dispassionate comparison of opinions. Well 
aware myself of the duty of reciprocal concession among 


the co-ordinate branches of the Government, [ can pro- | 


mise a reasonable spirit of co-operation, so far as it can 
be indulged in without the surrender of constitutional ob- 
jections, which I believe to be well founded. Any system 
that may be adopted should be subjected to the fullest le- 
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gal provision, so as to leave nothing to the Executive but 
what is necessary to the discharge of the duties irnposed on 
im; and whatever plan sky 6d ultimately established, 
my own part shall be so discharged as to give to it a fair 
trial, and the best prospect of success, 
The character of the funds to be received and disbursed 
in the transactions of the Government, likewise demands 
your most careful consideration. 
There can be no doubt that those who framed and 
adopted the cohstitution, having in immediate view the 
depreciated paper of the confederacy--of which five hun- 
dred dollars in paper were, at times, only equal to one 
dollar in coin—intended to prevent the recurrence of simi- 
lar evils, so far at least as 1elated to the transactions of the 
new Government. They gave to Congress express pow- 
ers to coin money, and to regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coin; they refused to rgive it power to estab- 
| lish corporations—the agents then, as now, chiefly em- 
ployed to create a paper currency; they prohibited the 
States from making any thing but gold and silver a legal 
tender in payment of debts; and the first Congress di- 
rected, by positive law, that the revenue should be re- 
ceived in nothing but gold and silver. 
Public exigency at the outeet of the Government, with- 
out direct legislative authority, led to the use of banks a 
| fiscal aids to the Treasury. In admitted deviation from 
| the law, at the same period, and under the same exigency, 
| the Secretary of the Tremy received their notes in pay- 
| ment of duties. The sole ground on which the practice, 
thus commenced, was then, or has since been justified, is 
the certain, immediate, and convenient exchange of such 
| notes for specie. ‘The Government did indeed receive the 
| hneortvertible notes of State banks during the difficulties 
| of war; and the community submitted without a murmur 
to the unequal taxation and multiplied evils of which 
such a course was productive. With the war, this indul- 
gence ceased ; and the banks were obliged again to redeem 
their notes in gold and silver. The Treasury, in accord- 
ance with previous practice, continued to dispense with 
| the currency required by the act of 1789, and took the 
| notes of banks, in full confidence of their being paid in spe- 
| cie on demand ; and Congress, to guard against the slight- 
| est violation of this principle, have declared, by law, that 
if notes are paid in the transactions of the Government, It 
must be under such cireumstances as to enable the bolder 
to convert them into specie without depreciation or delay. 
Of my own duties under the existing Jaws, when the 
| banks suspended specie payments, I could not doubt. 
| Directions were immediately given to prevent the re- 
ception into the Treasury of any thing but gold and sil- 
ver or its equivalent; and every practicable arrangement 
was made to preserve the public faith by similer or 
equivalent payments to the public creditors. The rev- 
enue from lands had been for some time substantially so 
collected, under the order issued by the directions of 
my predecessor. The effects of that order had been so 
| salutary, and its forecast in regard to the increasing in- 
security of bank paper had become so apparent, that, 
even before the catastrophe, I had resolved not to inter- 

| fere with its operation. Congress is now to decide 
whether the revenue shall continue to be so collected or 
not. 

The receipts into the Treasury of bank notes not re- 
| deemed in specie on demand, will not, I presume, be 
sanctioned. It would destroy, without the excuse of 
war or public distress, that equality of imports, and iden- 
tity of commercial regulation, which lie at the founda- 
tion of our confederacy, and would offer to each State 
a direct temptation to increase its foreign trade, by de- 
preciating the currency received for duties in its ports. 
| Such a proceeding would also, in a great degrce, frus- 
| trate the policy, so highly cherished, of infusing into our 
| circulation a larger proportion of the precious metals; a 
| policy the wisdom of which none can doubt, though 
| there may be different opinions as to the extent to which 
| it should be carried. Its results haye been already too 
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auspicious, and its success is too closely interwoven with 
the future prosperity of the country, to permit us for a 
moment to contemplate its abandonment. We have 
seen, under its influence, our specie augmented beyond 
eighty millions; our coinage increased so as to make that 
of gold amount, between August, 1834, and December, 
1836, to ten millions of dollars; exceeding the whole 
coinage at the mint during the thirty-one previous years. 
The prospect of further improvement continued without 
abatement until the moment of the suspension of specie 
payments. This policy has now, indeed, been suddenly 
checked, but is still far from being overthrown. Amidst 
all conflicting theories, one position is undeniable: the 
precious metals will invariably disappear when there 
ceases to be a necessity for their use as a circulating me- 
dium. It was in strict accordance with this truth, that 
whilst, in the month of May last, they were every where 
seen, and were current for all ordinary purposes, they 
disappeared from circulation the moment the payment 
of specie was refused by the banks, and the community 
tacitly agreed to dispense with its employment. Their 
place was supplied by a currency exclusively of paper, 
and, in many cases, of the worst description. Already 
are the bank notes now in circulation greatly deprecia- 
ted, and they fluctuate in value between one place and 
another; thus diminishing and making uncertain the 
worth of property and the price of labor, and failing to 
subserve, except at a heavy Joss, the purposes of busi- 
ness. With each succeeding day the metallic currency 
decreases; by some it is hoarded in the natural fear that, 
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once parted with, it cannot be replaced; while by others | 


it is diverted from its more legitimate uses, for the sake 
of gain. Should Congress sanction this condition of 
things, by making irredeemable paper money receivable 
in payment of public dues, a temporary check to a wise 


and salutary policy will, in all probability, be converted | 


into its absolute destruction. 
It is true that bank notes actually convertible into spe- 
cie may be received in payment of the revenue, without 


being liable’ to all these objections, and that such a | 


course may, to some extent, promote individual conve 


nience; an object always to be considered where it does | 


not conflict with the principles of our Government or 
the general welfare of the country. 


ing their early presentation for payment, and if, at short 
and fixed periods, they were converted into specie, to 
be kept by the officers of the Treasury, some of the 
most serious obstacles to their reception would perhaps 
be removed. 
be to renew, under another form, the loans of public 
money to the banks, and the evils consequent thereon. 


It is, however, a mistaken impression, that any large | 


amount of specie is required for public payments. Of 
the seventy or eighty millions now estimated to be in 
the country, ten millions would be abundantly sufficient 
for that purpose, provided an accumulation of a large 
amount of revenue, beyond the necessary wants of the 
Government, be hereafter prevented. If to these con- 
siderations be added the facilities which will arise from 
enabling the Treasury to satisfy the public creditors, by 
its drafts or notes received in payment of the public 
dues, it may be safely assumed that no motive of conve- 
nience to the citizen requires the reception of bank 
paper. 

To say that the refusal of paper money by the Gov 
ernment introduces an unjust discrimination between 
the currency received by it, and that used by individuals 
in their ordinary affairs, is, in my judgment, to view it 
m a very erroneous light. The constitution prohibits 
the States from making any thing but gold and silver a 
tender in the payment of debts, and thus secures to 
every citizen aright to demand payment in the legal 


If such notes only | 
were received, and always under circumstances allow- 


To retain the notes in the Treasury would | 
| paper currency. 


' 


| 








currency. To provide by law that the Government will 
only receive its dues in gold and silver, is not to confer 
on it any peculiar privilege, but merely to place it on 
an equality with the citizen, by reserving to it a right 
secured to him by the constitution. It is doubtless for 
this reason that the principle has been sanctioned by 
successive laws, from the time of the first Congress un- 
der the constitution down to the last. Such precedents, 
never objected to, and proceeding from such sources, 
afford a decisive answer to the imputation of inequality 
or imjustice. 

But, in fact, the measure is one of restriction, not of 
favor. To forbid the public agent to receive in payment 
any other than a certain kind of money, is to refuse him 
a discretion possessed “by every citizen. It may be left 
to those who have the management of their own trans- 
actions, to make their own terms; but no such discretion 
should be given to him who acts merely as an agent of 
the people, who is to collect what the law requires, 
and to pay the appropriations it makes. When bank 
notes are redeemed on demand, there is then no discrimi- 
nation in reality, for the individual who receives them 
may, at his option, substitute the specie for them; he 
takes them from convenience or choice. When they 
are not sa redeemed, it will scarcely be contended that 
their receipt and payment, by a public officer, should be 
permitted, though none deny that right to an individual; 
if it were, the effect would be most injurious to the pub- 
lic, since their officer could make none of those arrange- 
ments to meet or guard against the depreciation, which 
an individual is at liberty to do. Nor can inconveni- 
ence to the community be alleged as an objection to such 
a regulation. Its object and motive are their conve- 
nience and welfare. 

If, ata moment of simultaneous and unexpected sus- 
pension by the banks, it adds something to the many 
embarrassments of that proceeding, yet these are far 
overbalanced by. its direct tendency to produce a wider 
circulation of gold and silver, to increase the safety of 
bank paper, to improve the general currency, and thus 
to prevent altogether such occurrences, and the other 
and far greater evils that attend them. 

It may, indeed, be questioned, whether it is not for 
the interest of the banks themselves that the Govern- 
ment should not receive their paper. They would be 
conducted with more caution, and on sounder principles. 
By using specie only in its transactions, the Government 
would create a demand for it, which would, to a great 
extent, prevent its exportation, and, by keeping it in 
circulation, maintain a broader and safer basis for the 
That the banks would thus be render- 
ed more sound, and the community more safe, cannot 
admit of a doubt. 

The foregoing views, it seems to me, do but fairly 
carry out the provisions of the federal constitution in re- 
lation to the currency, as far as relates to the public 
revenue. At the time that-instrument was framed, 
there were but three or four banks in the United States; 
and had the extension of the banking system, and the 
evils growing out of it, been foreseen, they would 
probably have been specially guarded against. The 
same policy which led to the prohibition of bills of 
credit by the States, would, doubtless, in that event, 
have also interdicted their issue as a currency in any 
other form. The constitution, however, contains no 
such prohibition; and, since the States have exercised 
for nearly half a century the power to regulate the busi- 
ness of banking, it is not to be expected that it will be 
abandoned. The whole matter is now under discussion 
before the proper tribunal—the people of the States. 
Never before has the public mind been so thoroughly 
awakened to a proper sense of its importance; never 
bas the subject, in allits bearings, been submitted to so 
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searching an inquiry. It would be distrusting the in- 
telligence and virtue of the people to doubt the speedy 
and efficient adoption of such measures of reform as the 
public good demands. All that can rightfully be done 
by the federal Government, to promote the accomplish- 
ment of that important object, will, without doubt, be 
performed. 

In the mean time, it is our duty to provide all the 
remedies against a depreciated paper currency which 
the constitution enables us to afford. The Treasury 
Department, on several former occasions, has suggested 
the propriety and importance of a uniform law concern- 
ing bankruptcies of corporations, and other bankers. 
Through the instrumentality of such a law, a salutary 
check may doubtless be imposed on the issues of paper 
money, and an effectual remedy given to the citizen in 
a way at once equal in all parts of the Union, and fully 
authorized by the constitution. 

The indulgence granted by executive authority in the 
payment of bonds for duties has been already mentioned. 
Seeing that the immediate enforcement of these obliga- 
tions would subject a large and highly respectable por- 
tion of oar citizens to great sacrifices, and believing that 
a temporary postponement could be made without det- 
riment to other interests, and with increased certainty of 
ultimate payment, I did not hesitate to comply with the 
request that was made of me. The terms allowed are, 
to the full extent, as liberal as any that are to be found 
in the — of the Executive Department. It re- 
mains for Congress to decide whether a further post- 
ponement may not with propriety be allowed, and, if 
so, their legislation upon the subject is respectfully in- 
vited. 

The report of the Secretary of the Treasury will ex- 
hibit the condition of these debts; the extent and effect 
of the present indulgence; the probable result of its 
further extension on the state of the Treasury; and ev- 
ery other fact necessary to a full consideration of the 
subject. Similar information is communicated in regard 
to such depositories of the public moneys as are indebted 
to the Government, in order that Congress may also 
adopt the proper measures in regard to them. 

The receipts and expenditures for the first half of the 
year, and an estimate of those for the residue, will be 
laid before you by the Secretary of the Treasury. In 
his report of December last, it was estimated that the 
current receipts would fall short of the expenditures by 
about three millions of dollars. It will be seen that the 
difference will be much greater. This is to be attrib- 
uted not only to the occurrence of greater pecuniary em- 
barrassments in the business of the country than those 
which were then predicted, and, consequently, a greater 
diminution in the revenue, but also to the fact that the 
appropriations exceeded, by nearly six millions, the 
amount which was asked for in the estimates then sub- 
mitted. The sum necessary for the service of the year, 
beyond the probable receipts, and the amount which it 
was intended should be reserved in the Treasury at the 





commencement of the year, will be about six millions. | 


If the whole of the reserved balance be not at once ap- 
plied to the current expenditures, but four millions be 
still kept in the Treasury, as seems most expedient, for 
the uses of the mint, and to meet contingencies, the sum 
needed will be ten millions. 

In making this estimate, the receipts are calculated on 
the supposition of some further extension of the indul- 
gence granted in the payment of bonds for duties, which 
will affect the amount of the revenue for the present 
year to the extent of two and a half millions. 

It is not proposed to procure the required amount by 
loans or increased taxation. There are now in the 
Treasury nine million three hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand two hundred and fourteen dollars, directed by 
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the act of the 23d of June, 1836, to be deposited with 








| sudden embarrassment and distress. But this ought not 


the States in October next. This sum, if so deposited, 
will be subject, under the law, to be recalled, if needed, 
to defray existing appropriations; and as it is now evident 
that the whole, or the principal part of it, will be want- 
ed for that purpose, it appears most proper that the de. 
posite should be withheld. Until the amount can be 
collected from the banks, Treasury notes may be tempo. 
rarily issued, to be gradually redeemed as it is received. 

1 am aware that this course may be productive of in. 
convenience to many of the States. Relying upon the 
acts of Congress which held out to them the strong 
probability, if not the certainty, of receiving this instal. 
ment, they have in some instances adopted measures 
with which its retention may seriously interfere. That 
such a condition of things should have occurred, is 
much to be regretted.* It is not the least among the un- 
fortunate results of the disasters of the times; and it is 
for Congress to devise a fit remedy, if there be one. 
The money being indispensable to the wants of the 
Treasury, it is difficult to conceive upon what principle 
of justice or expediency its application to that object 
can be avoided. To recall any portions of the sums 
already deposited with the States, would be more in- 
convenient and less efficient. To burden the country 
with increased taxation, when there is in fact a large 
surplus revenue, would be unjust and unwise; to raise 
moneys by loans under such circumstances, and thus to 
commence a new national debt, would scarcely be sanc- 
tioned by the American people. 

The plan proposed will be adequate to all our fiscal 
operations, during the remainder of the year. Should 
it be adopted, the Treasury, aided by the ample re- 
sources of the country, will be able to rE punc- 
tually, every pecuniary obligation. For the future, all 
that is needed will be that caution and forbearance in 
appropriations which the diminution of the revenue 
requires, and which the complete accomplishment or 
great forwardness of many expensive national under- 
takings renders equally consistent with prudence and 
patriotic liberality. : 

The preceding suggestions and recommendations are 
submitted, in the belief that their adoption by Congress 
will enable the Executive Department to conduct our 
fiscal concerns with success, so far as their management 
has been committed to it. Whilst the objects, and the 
means proposed to attain them, are within its constitu- 
tional powers and appropriate duties, they will at the 
same time, it is hoped, by their necessary operation, 
afford essential aid in the transaction of individual con- 
cerns, and thus yield relief to the people at large ina 
form adapted to the nature of our Government. Those 
who look to the action of this Government for specific 
aid to the citizens to relieve embarrassments arising 
from losses by revulsions in commerce and credit, lose 
sight of the ends for which it was created, and the pow- 
ers with which it is clothed. It was established to give 
security to us all, in our lawful and honorable pursuits, 
under the lasting safeguard of republican institutions. !t 
was not intended to confer special favors on individuals, 
or on any classes of them; to create systems of agricul- 
ture, manufactures, or trade; or to engage in them, 
either separately or in connexion with individual citi- 
zens or organized associations. If its operations were 
to be directed for the benefit of any one class, equiva- 
lent favors must, in justice, be extended to the rest; and 
the attempt to bestow such favors with an equal hand, 
or even to select those who should most deserve them, 
would never be successful. All communities are apt to 
look to Government for too much. Even in our own 
country, where its powers and duties are so strictly 
limited, we are prone to do so, especially at periods of 








to be. 
people who approved it with calm and sagacious delibera- 
tion, acted at the time on a sounder principle. They 
wisely judged that the less Government inteferes with pri- 
vate pursuits, the better for general prosperity. It is not 
its legitimate object to make men rich, or to repair, by di- 
rect, grants of meney or legislation in favor of particular 
pursuits, losses not incurred in the public service. This 
would be substantially to use the property of some for the 
benefit of others. But ita real duty—that duty the per- 
formance of which makes a good Government the most 
precious of human blessings—is to enact and enforce a 
system of general laws commensurate with, but not exceed- 
ing, the objects of its establishment, and to leave every cit- 
izen and every interest to reap, under its benign protec- 
tion, the rewards of virtue, industry, and prudence. _ 

I cannot doubt that on this, as on all similar occasions, 
the Federal Government will find its agency most condu- 
cive to the security and happiness of the people, when lim- 
ited to the exercise of its conceded powers. In never as- 
suming, even for a well-meant object, such powers as were 


not designed to be conferred upon it, we shall in reality do | 


most for the general welfare. To avoid every unnecessary 
interference with the pursuits of the citizen, will result in 
more benefit than to adopt measures which could only as- 
sist limited interests, and are eagerly, but perhaps naturally, 
sought for, under the pressure of temporary circumstances. 
if, therefore, I refrain from suggesting to Congress any 
specific plan for regulating the exchanges of the country, 
relieving mercantile embarrassments, or interfering with 


the ordinary operations of foreign or domestic commerce, | 


it is from a conviction that such measures are not within 
the constitutional province of the General Government, and 
that their adoption would not promote the real and perma- 
nent w: Ifare of those they might be designed to aid. 

The difficulties and distresses of the times, though un- 
questionably great, are limited in their extent, and cannot 
be regarded as affecting the permanent prosperity of the 
nation. Arising, in a great degree, from the transactions 
of foreign and domestic commerce, it is upon them that they 
have chiefly fallen. The great agricultural interest has, in 
many parts of the country, euffered comparatively litte; 
and, as if Providence intended to display the munificence 
of its goodness at the moment of our greatest need, and in 
direct contrast to the evils occasioned by the waywardness 
of man, we have been blessed throughout our extended 
territory with a season of general health and of uncommon 
fruitfuluess. The proceeds of our great staples will soon 
furnish the means of liquidating debts at home and abroad, 
and contribute equally to the revival of commercial activity, 
and the restoration of commercial credit. The banks, es- 
tablished avowedly for its -upport, deriving their profits 


The framers of our excellent constitution, and the | 
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from it, and resting under obligations to it which cannot | 


be overlooked, will feel at once the necessity and justice of | 


uniting their energies with those of the mercantile interest. 
The suspension of specie payments, at such atime and 
under such circumstances as we have lately witnessed, 
could not be o:her than @ temporary measure; and we can 
scarcely err in believing that the period must svon arrive 
when all that are solvent will redeem their issues in gold 
and silver. Dealings abroad naturally depend on resources 
and prosperity at home, If the debt of our merchants has 
accumulated, or their credit is impaired, these are fluctua 
tions always incident to extensive or extravagant mercantile 


transactions. But the ultimate security of such obligations 
does not admit of question. 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 9 


[25th Cone. Ist Sess. 


have wished that, in making my first communication to the 
assembled Representatives of my country, I had nothing to 
dwell upon but the history of her unalloyed prosperity. 
Since it is otherwise, we can only feel more deeply the re- 
sponsibility of the respective trusts that have been confided 
to us, and, under the pressure of difficulties, unite in 
invoking the guidance and aid of the Supreme Ruler of 
nations, and in laboring with zealous resolution to over- 
come the difficulties by which we are environed. 

It is, under such circumstances, a high gratification to 
know, by long experience, that we act for a people to whom 
the truth, however unpromising, can always be spoken 
with safety ; for the trial of whose patriotism no emergency 
is too severe, and who are sure never to desert a public 
functionary honestly laboring for the public good. It seems 
just that they should receive, without delay, any aid in 
their embarrassments which your deliberations can afford. 
Coming directly from the midst of them, and knowing 
the course of events in every section of our country, from 
you may best be learned as well the extent and nature of 
these embarrassments, as the most desirable measures of 
relief, 

I am aware, however, that it is not proper to detain you, 
at present, longer than may be demanded by the special 
objects for which you are convened. To them, therefore, 
I have confined my communication; and, believing it will 
not be your own wish now to extend your deliberations 
beyond them, I reserve till the usual period of your annual 
meeting that general information on the state of the Union 
which the constitution requires me to give. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineton, Sept. 4, 1837. 


REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 





Post Orrice DerartMent, 
September 4, 1837. 
To the Prestpent of the United States: 

Sin: Immediately after the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks in New York, in May last, a circular 
was sent out, directing all postmasters who had been in- 
structed to deposite the proceeds of their offices in banks, 
to retain them in specie to meet the drafts of the Department. 

To those who had been instructed to pay directly to con- 
tractors, another circular was sent reminding them of their 
duties and liabilities in reference to the moneys to be re- 
ceived and paid by them under existing laws. 

Instructions have recently been prepared, directing the 
manner in which returns of cash on hand are hereafter to 
be made to the Department, and forbidding the loaning or 
use of the moneys belonging to the public for any pur, ose 
whatsoever. Copies of these papers are annexed, marked 
A, B, and C. 

In relation to upwards of ten thousand of the post of- 
fices, these regulations make no change. The only change 
effected by them is, that about eleven hundred postmasters 
who formerly deposited their income in banks, weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly, according to its amount, now re- 
tain the money in their own hands till drawn for by the 
Department. ‘To about nine-tenths of these, the new sys- 
tem is more convenient than the old, as it saves them the 


| trouble of going or sending to the banks an‘! procuring certifi- 
| cates of deposite; it is equally safe, as their entire balances 


‘They are guarantied by the | 


resources of a country, the fruits of whose industry afford | 


abundant means of ample liguidation, and by the evident 
interest of every merchant to sustain acredit, hitherto high, 
by promptly applying these means for its preservation. 
I deeply regret that events have occurred which require 
me to ask your consideration of such serious topics. I could 
Vor. XIV.—A 2 


will be drawn for as often as they are deposited ; and it is 
more efficient, because some postmasters who might neglect 
to deposite will not venture to dishonor a draft. 

The postmasters who will not close their accounts quar- 
terly, will not, probably, exceed one hundred; and the 
balances in their hands, from quarter to quarter, are not 
likely, under a proper administration of the Department, 
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to exceed, in ordinary times, one or two hundred thousand 
dollars. As they are required to have their balances always 
ready in gold and silver, the Department will always have 
the means of meeting its engagements; and if a default in 
an individual case should occasionally happen, nothing like 
a general refusal to pay, as in the case of the late deposite 
banks, is ever to apprehended. 

It will ever be the true policy of the Department not to 
have a large surplus; and, consequently, there will be little 
to intrust to the custody of postmasters or others. More- 
over, the number of post offices now instructed to retain their 
funds, will be largely reduced upon an adjustment of the 
collection system to the mail service, as arranged within 
the last twelve months. 

Though in some places conveniert, banks are not neces- 
sary to the collection and disbursement of the funds of this 
Department. In reference to more than ten thousand post 
offices, the collections and disbursements are effected more 
expeditiously and more conveniently without the interposi- 
tion of banks, than they could be with it. The contract- 
ors who are creditors of the Department, are its collectors 
from postmasters, and the collection and disbursement are 
but one operation. It is generally effected in a few days 
after the close of each quarter. The operation is the 
same where the pestmasters pay to contractors upon the 
drafts of the Department, though it is more tardy. The 
few offices in reference to which banks are a convenience, 
are those whose receipts are large, and are not likely to be 
absorbed from quarter to quarter by the drafts of the De- 
partment. They have generally iron chests or safes where 
the specie is kept; and, with a strict supervision and care- 
ful attention to their bonds, they will seldom, if ever, be 
found in default. 

The necessary transfers of funds are effected by the De- 
partment without inconvenience or loss. On the interior 
mail routes, the expenditure is generally greater than the 
income; so that after the contractors have received the en- 
tire revenue of the offices supplied by them, balances are still 
due. ‘These balances are as readily paid off by drafts on 
the postmasters in the cities where the surplus arises, as 
they could be by checks on banks in the same places. ‘The 
process is rendered the more easy from the fact that the 
heaviest surplus accrues at those points where funds are the 
most valuable, particularly at New York; so that the drafts 
of the Department to pay balances in the most distant parts 
of the Union are generally better than cash, being available 
for mercantile remittances. Thus, the necessary transfers 
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| 


of the Department are readily effected ; and as this state of 


things is not likely to change, it would seldom, if ever, 
become necessary for the Department to transport specie 
from one point to another, if there was not a bank in ex- 
istence. 

Upon the suspension of the banks, efforts were made in 
some quarters to compel the Department to receive irre- 
deemable and depreciated paper for postages. Jaw, justice, 
and public policy, required an inflexible resistance of these 
efforts. Gold and silver are the only constitutional and 
legal currency of the United States, and nothing but that 
currency, or its equivalent, can be legally offered to the 
public creditors in payment. All taxes and postages are 
imposed in this currency, and all contracts are made upon 
its basis. ‘The public faith could be kept, and the pub- 
lic business successfully carried on, only by a strict ad- 
herence to the plain letter, as well as obvious spirit, of the 
law. 

The undersigned is happy to state that all attempts to 
force the Department to receive depreciated paper were 
soon abandoned ; that little difficulty has been experienced 
in collecting postages in specie, and none where the circu- 
lation of change tickets has been successfully resisted ; and 
that the credit of the Department has been preserved un- 
impaired. Nor is any difficulty apprehended, so long as 
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postages are collected in the constitutional currency of the 
United States. But, should the Department be compelled 
to receive, and offer to its creditors, the depreciated notes 
issued by hundreds of embarrassed, faithless, or bankrupt 
corporations or individuals, no sure culculation can be made 
as to the future; and there is reason to apprehend general 
discontent, extensive failures, and deplorable disorganiza- 
tion throughout the mail service. With what face could 
the Department insist on, and compel, a strict performance 
of contruct obligations by contractors, when stripped of the 
power to perform the most vital part of the contracts (so far 
as the interest of the contractor is concerned) on its own 
part? Justice and sound policy alike demand a firm ad- 
herence, in the mail service, to the standard of value, and 
the basis of contracts prescribed by the constitution, and 
hitherto strictly maintained, (except for a short period, ) 
amidst the calamities of war. 

On the whole, no legislation is necessary to maintain 
the credit of this Department, or enable it to manage its 
fiscal concerns, the existing laws being deemed ample for 
those purposes. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL 





A. 


Post Orrice DepantTMENT, 
» 1837. 
Sir: You will, until further orders, retain the proceeds 
of your office in your hands, in specie, to meet the drafts 
of this Department. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Postmaster at 





B. 


Post Orrick DeranTMENT, 
Appoiniment Office, Washington, May 16, 1837. 


Sin: I am instructed by the Postmaster General to call 
vour particular attention to the fact, that the rates of post- 
age, as established by law, are based upon the legal cur- 
rency of the United States. ‘The following extracts from 
the printed regulations and the law, will clearly show what 
are your duties and responsibilities in relation to the kind 
of currency to be received for postage, viz: 

** You will receive nothing but specie, or its equivalent, 
for postage.”—Instructions to Postmasters, chapter 5, 
section 62. 

‘* All payments to the Department, whether upon its 
drafts or by deposite in bank, must be in specie, or its 
equivalent. No allowance can be made to postmasters for 
the depreciation of money received for postage, nor lor 
losses by fire, robbery, or theft.”—Chap. 28, section 240. 


Extraci from an act of Congress, approved on the \Ath 
of April, 1836. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, hereafter, 
no bank notes of less denomination than ten dollars, and 
that from and after the 3d day of March, anno Domini 
1837, no bank note of less denomination than twenty dol- 
lars shall be offered in payment, in any case whatsoever In 
which money is to be paid by the United States, or by the 
Post Office Department; nor shall any bank note, of any 
denomination, be so offered, unless the same shall be pay- 
able, and paid on demand, in gold or silver coin at the 
place where issued, and which shall not be equivalent to 
specie at the place where offered, and convertible into gold 
or silver upon the spot, at the will of the holder, and with- 
out delay or loss to him: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to make any thing but gold 
or silver a legal tender by any individual, or by the United 
States.” 
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Hence you will perceive that, whatever you may receive 
for postage, you are responsible for gold or silver; and 
that it is unlawful for you to offer in payment to contract- 
ors, or others, any note of any bank which does not pay 
its notes in specie. As the Postmaster General has no 
power to release you from your responsibilities under the 
laws, and as, on the contrary, it is his duty to see them 
faithfully executed, he has deemed it expedient to give you 
this notice, that you may guard yourself against loss in the 
collection of your postages. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT JOHNSTON, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
Cc. 
Postmasters, who may be under instructions to retain the 


proceeds of their offices until drawn for by the Department, 
will observe the following regulations, viz : 
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Brief estimates for the other half are made, and such ex- 
planations added, as seem necessary to show with clearness 
not enly the conditiun of the Treasury at this time, but its 
probable state for the residue of the year. 

According to the Treasurer's running account, the whole 
amount of available money in the Treasury on the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1837, applicable to public purposes, was $42,468,859 97. 
From that sum, there were on that day reserved $5,000,000 ; 
and the balance, being $37,468,859 97, was, under the 
provisions of the act of June 23, 1836, to be placed in de- 


| posite with the States. It is ascertained that $27,063,430 80 


of it have since been actually received by them. 

The amount of that pertion of the first three instalments, 
the payment of which has not yet been acknowledged, 
though transfers were seasonably issued for it, is 1,165,575 
dollars, 18 cents. The remainder is $9,367,214 98, 


| and is the sum which was designed for the fourth instal- 


Those whose nett proceeds are five hundred dollars or | 
more per week, will report the amount weekly to the De- | 


partment. Fractions of weeks at the beginning and end of 
quarters need not be reported separately. 

Those whose nett proceeds are not five hundred dollars 
per week, but amount to that sum or more per month, 


will report them monthly. ‘The last month of each quarter | 


need not be reported separately. 

At the end of each quarter, all postmasters at draft of- 
fices will immediately ascertain the amount of nett revenue 
accruing at their respective offices during the quarter, and 
report it forthwith to the Department, setting down the 
sums, if any, which may have been reported weekly 
or monthly, and deducting them, thus exhibiting the bal- 
ance not reported. 

All these reports must be by letter addressed to the Post- 
master General, which inust be sent separately, and not 
enclosed with the quarterly accounts, or tied to them, or 
to any other letter or packet on other business. Nor must 
it be delayed until the accounts are forwarded, if it can be 
sent sooner. 

Postmasters will not be permitted to use or loan out any 
of the moneys belonging to the Department, but will keep 
them always on hand to meet its drafts. A violation of 
this regulation will be considered good cause for instant 
removal and prosecution. Every draft must be paid on 
presentation. 

The travelling agents of the Department will be in- 
structed to call occasionally on the draft offices, without 
notice, for the purpose of counting and reporting the cash 
on hand, and reporting also the manner in which 1t is kept. 





REPORT ON THE FINANCES. 
Lelier from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
his annual report on the state of the finances. House 


| ors, subject to draft. 


ment of deposites with the States on the Ist of October 
next. The amount reserved in the Treasury on the Ist of 
January, has since been increased, by returns subsequently 
received from banks, to the sum of $6,670,137 52; and 
which of course could not then be ascertained or taken into 
computation. 

Receipts. 


The receipts in the first half of the year, deposited in 
banks, and paid on drafts by collectors and receivers, so far 
as ascertained, have_been : 


From customs - - - - $7,234,451 
From lands - - - - 5,303,731 
And from miscellaneous sources - - 512,263 


To these may be added about $600,000 which remained 
in the hands of receivers, and $50,000 in those of collect- 
All these make the aggregate for 
that half of the year $13,187,182. If no further postpone- 
ment be granted on duty bonds, it is estimated that the whole 
receipts for the last half of the year, from all sources, will 
be about $9,500,000 ; which would make them, as ascer- 
tained and estimated for the whole year, $22,687,182. 


| But if the brief extension of the present postponement, 


| brought into view hereafter, and favorably regarded, be di- 


tected by Congress, the receipts will probably be abvut 


$7,000,000; while, by a postponement of the whole to 


of Representatives September 5, 1837; read and laid | 


upon the table. 
Treasury Department, 
September 5, 1837. 


Public debt - . a 


In pursuance of the duty of this Department to submit | 
! 


to Congress, at each session, the state of the finances, and 
In conformity with the request of the President that such 
other fiscal matters should, on this occasion, be presented, 
as appear to require early legislation, the undersigned has 
the honor to offer the following report : 

1. Connition o¢ tHe Treasury. 


t is not proposed to give all the particulars relating to 
the receipts and expenditure which usually accompany an 
annual statement; but an exposition of them, under the 
customary general heads, so far as they have been ascer- 
tained, for the first half of the year, is subjoined. 


another year, they will not be likely to exceed $4,500,000. 

Looking at our whole revenue, therefore, from all quar- 
ters, it appears that the balance of money reserved at the 
commencement of the years, as finally ascertained to be 
$6,670,137, with the actual receipts for the first half 
at $13,187,182, and those now anticipated for the last 
half of it at $7,000,000, will constitute an aggregate of 
$26,854,319. 

Expenditures. 


The expenditures during the first half of the year were, for 
Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign intercourse $2,812,540 40 
Military, including pensions — - - 10,603,361 49 
Naval - - - - 3,297,149 69 

20,832 75 
$16,733,884 33 





Making an ageregate of 





The expenditure required to meet existing appropria- 
tions, during the last half of the year, will, as computed, 
equal the sum of $16,000,000 ; making, for the whole year, 
$32,733,884. 

Whatever expenditures shall arise within the year, upon 
new appropriations which Congress may think proper to 
make, will require a corresponding addition to this amount ; 
but without them, it will constitute an excess of $5,876,565 
of expenditures over both the receipts and the balance at 
the commencement of the year; besides not Jeaving, at the 
close of it, any thing in the mint or the Treasury for fu 
ture uses, or to meet contingenci¢e 
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In order, therefore, to discharge that excess, and retain, 
of the money reserved on the Ist of January, one million, 
which is the smallest sum deemed proper, under the acts 
of Congress, for the efficient operations of the mint, and 
at least three or four millions more to answer sudden and 
contingent calls, there will probably be a neceasity to re- 
sort to the deposites now with the States, and to the in- 
stalments destined for them in October, or to some other 
resource, fora sum equal to $10,000,000. By a report of 
the Treasurer of the 30th ultimo, it appears that the bal- 
ance in the Treasury, including what was in the custody 
of banks, the mint, and collecting officers, was then 
$14,596,311 ; that the amount of this subject to immediate 
draft was only $8,928,072 ; but the whole balance in the 
Treasury, including all which had been deposited with the 
States, and ordered to be, though only a small part of the 
amount is subject to immediate draft, was $41,532,381. 
Deduct all which has been, aud was designed to be, de- 
posited with the States, and there would be no balance left 
on hand subject to draft, though including every thing 
in the mint, and in the possession of receivers and collect- 
tors, which is applicable to general putposes. 

Hence it is probable that, besides the deficiency for the 
expenditures of the year, no sufficient means of any kind 
will exist on the first of October next, after defraying the 
intervening expenses, to complete the instalment of de- 
posites then payable, unless a large part of the bonds for 





duties postponed to that day, and amounting to near | 


$4,000,000, and the million and a half then due on the 
first bond from the United States Bank, shall be punctual- 
ly paid, or, in the mean time, some provision on this sub- 
ject made by Congress. 


The money standing to the special credit of the Post | 


Office Department and the Patent Office, as well as various 
trusts, is not included in the above exhibit, for reasons ex- 
plained in the last annual report. Outstanding and unex- 
pended appropriations at the end of the year will, in this 
view of our financial condition, be still left charged on the 
Treasury, amounting to about $16,000,000. 


of the last year. Whether the appropriations unexpended 
on the first of January, 1838, prove, therefore, to be one 


it must be manifest, from all the above data, that some new | 


legislation is indispensable to complete satisfactorily the 
service of the year, and leave a suitable amount in the 
mint and the Treasury. 

Indeed, before submitting the last annual report, the in- 
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might increase the security of the Government for eventual 
payment, but, in an emergency so great, and to many 
so unexpected, to furnish all the relief from sacrifices which 
could judiciously be extended under its limited powers, 
and in anticipation of what would probably ‘be its straiten- 
ed condition in a few months. 

A postponement of the payment of the bonds falling duc 
was, therefore, and in accordance with the views of the 
Executive, authorized for periods from thirty to ninety 
days, on interest and additional security, and in a manne; 
more liberal than usual, by permitting it before as well as 
after suit, in all cases of embarrassment, great hardship, or 
insolvency. 

The peculiar terms, and the reasons for such postpone- 
ment, are more fully set forth in the documents annexed 
[A. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to the col- 
lector of New York. B. Instructions of the Solicitor of 
the Treasury. ] 

When the difficulties in discharging bonds in a legs! 
currency became increased by the suspension of specie pay- 
ments in some of the principal cities, and the President 
decided to call a special session of Congress, the postpone- 
ment was allowed to be extended till after the commence- 
ment of the session, in order that an opportunity might be 
afforded to obtain further relief by new legislation. Urgent 
requests were made for an indiscriminate delay. of payment 
on all bonds to the Ist of January next, and for the receipt, 
in discharge of them, of notes issued by banks not paying 
specie. [See memorials from New York, Boston, and 
New Orleans, and copies of a reply to one of them, and 
letter to collector of New York, C, D, E, and F 1 and 2.) 

It was not deemed proper to comply with these requests. 
But as long a delay as our fiscal situation justified, and 
every relief as to the currency which seemed legal, by the 
receipt of debenture certificates and Treasury drafts, for 
duties were permitted, in mitigation of the existing em 
barrassments. 

Having, in this, done all that a sound and liberal ex 


| ercise of the discretion of the Department appeared eithe: 
This does not differ much from their amount at the ciose | 


to justify or require, no intention exists, nor would it be 


| proper in the present state of the Treasury, to grant any 


| indulgences beyond those already authorized, without the 
or two millions larger or smaller than is now anticipated, 


express direction of Congress. 

Some further facts which may be useful to aid its mem 
bers in coming to a correct conclusion on this subject, are, 
that the amount of bonds which have already been post 


| poned to the Ist ef October, is about $3,500,000, and by 


. . . . . } 
dications of a decrease in the receipts, and of an approach- 


ing revulsion in our commercial prosperity, appeared so 
strong to the undersigned, that he felt compelled, with re- 
luctance and regret, because differing so much from the 
views of many others, to-estimate the accruing receipts for 
the year at only $24,000,000. 

As the appropriations asked for were about $27,000,000, 
it was then suggested that the occurrence of a deficiency 
was probable. When those appropriations became in fact 
enlarged by Congress to more than $32,000,000, it ren- 
dered a deficiency inevitable, to the extent now anticipated, 
unless the receipts should happen greatly to exceed the 
estimates. 


II. On “THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE PAYMENT OF BONDS 
FOR DUTIES. 


The first suggestions which will be submitted concern- 
ing such special! legislation as appears proper in consequence 
of the recent embarrassments of the country, relate to the 
postponement of the payment of bonds for duties. 

Early in May last, the collection of the revenue from 
customs became much obstructed through the severe pe- 
cuniary difficulties of the mercantile interest. The Treas- 
ury Department felt an anxiety not only to take steps which 


that date will, it is presumed, be increased to $4,000,000 
If Congress permit no longer postponement, the receipts 
for the year will probably be increased by the indulgences 
already granted, as they have been allowed, generally, on 
additional security, and always on interest. 
But as suits and delays in collection will still occur, 
though to a less extent than in the first stages of the pres 


| sure, it is expected that not over two-thirds of the amount 
| postponed before the close of this month can be collected 


during the current year. 

The bonds already put in suit since the middle of May, 
amount to nearly $1,000,000. But if Congress extend 
the postponement till next January, as was originally re- 
quested by some of the parties, or for one year, as recently 
requested by the Chamber of Commerce of New York, 
(F 3,) the receipts for the present year will probably be 
thereby lessened from four to five millions. 

Should Congress, however, adopt an intermediate course, 
as an act not of mere benevolence, but of additional reliet, 
which appears reasonable, under the extraordinary mercan- 
tile distresses of the times, and more safe to the Govern 
ment, in respect to eventual collections, it might sanction 
a delay not to exceed, altogether, six months beyond the 
original period of payment, in any particular case. It is 
computed that this would diminish the receipts, during the 
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present year, about two and a half millions of dollars; but, 
if granted on the usual terms, would increase the receipts, | 


next year, in a greater proportion, by the interest accruing, |* 


as well as by the fuller collections which would probably 
be made in a greater number of cases. 

The opinion of the Department on these various propo- 
sitions is, that, considering merely our present financial 
necessities, no further postponement can be regarded as ex- 
pedient, though in some other respects, as fully detailed in 
the recent letter from the Chamber of Commerce, (F 3,) 
the last delay mentioned might be found justifiable and 
more beneficial. But if a law be passed extending credit 








new and suitable provisions on the subject. 
letter and postscript to States, G.] 
But this request has not always heen complied with. 


[See form of 


| About $1,165,575 of that instalment has not yet been re- 


ceipted for by the States to the Treasury, nor the orders 
returned. On the contrary, the United States Bank, char- 
tered by the State of Pennsylvania, has lately become the 
purchaser of several of these orders, though not given by 
any debt, but merely directing a transfer from oné public 
depository to another. This institution has demanded of 


| the banks on which they are drawn that payment should 


on the bonds, it is supposed that, in any correct view of 


the subject, its provisions need not be continued in force 
beyond the period when the worst effects of the pressure 
will be likely to have ceased, and when all imports could, 
by a further extension of the warehouse system, be advan- 
tageously made payable in cash, at the time the goods are 
wanted for immediate consumption. 

The extension of that system is, therefore, respectfully 
recommended to the consideration of Congress, in connex- 
ion with the present subject, as it might introduce as great 
an improvement in the collection of imposts, as the substi- 
tution of cash for credit did in the collection of revenue from 
the sales of public lands. It would certainly increase the 
security, ease, and promptitude of the operation ; would dis- 
pense entirely with the trouble and risk in the payment of 


| 


debentures; work favorably to the manufacturing interests; | 


and, at the same time, facilitate our trade in foreign articles, 
as well as exonerate the merchant from many embarrass- 
ments in regard to sureties and guarantees. 


Ill. OsstraciEs IN THE WAY OF TRANSFERRING THE LaST 
INSTALMENT OF DEPOSITES TO THE STATES. 


Early legislation has likewise become necessary, either 
to withhold or postpone, for a reasonable period, the fourth 
instalment of deposites with the States, or to furnish such 


aid as may be necessary to complete them in a satisfactory | 


manner. 

By the general suspension of specie payments, and the 
consequent necessity, under the deposite act, to discontinue 
most of the public depositories, the transfers from the banks 


1 


in the West and Southwest to the seaboard, which were | 
necessary to place much of the money in a position to be | 


conveniently lodged with the States in October, have, in 
several instances, been defeated. ‘They had, as in case of 
the former instalments, been ordered seasonably, though, 
as a general rule, only where rendered proper, in conse- 
quence of a great accumulation of public funds in an unfa- 
vorable situation, on account of the course of trade and ex- 
changes, to be paid directly to the respective States. 
in the troubled condition of the money market, they had 
not been injuriously hastened as to the time of payment, 
and, consequently, falling due in the course of the summer 
and early in autuznn, near two-thirds of the whole amount 
of these funds still on hand have been detained in the West 
and Southwest, where they had so unusually augmented from 
the large sales of public lands. 
with the States was, in this position of the money, to be at- 
tempted, the ordera directing it must, in many cases, be made 
on places remote, and very inconvenient to some of the re- 
ceiving States, ou account of the unfavorable balance of 
trade, or the rates of exchange ; and must be met, if at all, 
in a currency unacceptable and greatly depreciated. ‘T'rans- 


But, | 


Hence, if the last <leposite | 


fers of portions of the July instalment could not, from the | 
same cause, be effected in the precise mode intended, nor | 


from the banks most desirable, though much of it had 
reached the appropriate points, to render the operation easy, 
before the suspension of specie payments. In all cases in 
which they were not offered to be paid in a currency 
satisfactory to the States, their agents were requested 
to return the orders of transfer till Congress could make 


be made to her in specie; and, on their failing to do so, has 
caused the orders to be protested. Under these circum- 
stances, and, as the deposites with the States were to be 
made of what was in the Treasury, and consequently in 
the banks, on the Ist of January last, it is for Congress to 
decide whether payment shall be made of any of those or- 
ders in a mode and currency different from the rest of the 
third instalment of deposites with the States. 

Another reason for withholding or postponing the Octo- 
ber deposites, or for some legal provision to aid in comple- 
ting them, is, that a sum equal to the revenue probably ac- 
cruing, and a large portion of these deposites, had, before 
they were payable, been expressly appropriated by Congress 
to other objects. When looking to the rapid decrease in 
our receipts, to the expected deficiency in the course of the 
year, and the great amount of outstanding appropriations 
which, at the close of it, will be left unpaid, much of that 
whole instalment seems likely to be needed at an early day. 
By either of the first two measures, the money could, ac- 
cording to its original destination, be applied to the neces- 
sary wants of the General Government, as soon as it can 
be drawn from the banks in legal funds. In that way, so 
desirable an object would also be accomplished, without the 
expense and delay of the money being first paid over to the 
States, and then subjected to an early recall. On the other 
hand, several of the States might, in the present posture 
of their affairs, experience considerable inconvenience, either 
by not receiving it, or by soon refunding a Jarge portion of 
its amount; and many of the banks which hold it might 
be able more satisfactorily to pay it to the States than to 
the Treasury. But, though the subject is one of much 
delicacy and difficulty, and peculiarly proper for the final 
action of Congress, it may be expected that this Depart 
ment should express some opinion as to which course ap- 
pears most eligible in the present condition of the finances 
It is, therefore, with deference, suggested that, when re- 
garding their condition and the importance of meeting with 
efficiency and good faith all the obligations of the Govern- 
ment to the public creditors, it would be most judicious to 
apply the whole instalment, as fast as it is wanted and can 
be collected, to the prompt discharge of these obligations ; 
and that the last deposite with the States, not being a debt, 
but a mere temporary disposal of a surplus, should be post- 
poned until Congress, in some different state of the finan- 
ces, when such an available surplus may exist, shall see a 
manifest propriety and ability in completing the deposite, 
and shall give directions to that effect. Consequently no 
further steps will be taken as to the deposite of any part of 
that instalment till Congress has had an opportunity to act 
upon the subject in such manner as, in the present posture 
of affairs, its superior wisdom may consider 


preferable. 


IV. Dirricceurry 1N PAYING THE APPROPRIATIONS, AND 


ON THE ISSUE OF TREASURY NOTES. 


Some further obstacles exist in the way of discharging 


| satisfactorily all the appropriations which have been made 


by Congress. 
The effects whieh may be produced upon the accruing 
revenue, by granting or withholding further delava on 
bonds for duties, have alrealy been explained 
In addition tu these, there 


is a Itkelihood, tn the present 
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pressure, that the payment of oath duties, to ‘the extent of | These would differ from the drafts or checks now in use 
one million of dollars more than usual, will be unavoidably | only as the latter are given for immediate payment, and 
deferred to another year, as the importers, under the ex- | drawn on persons and banks having public money sufii- 
isting laws, are entitled to certain delays, by keeping in | cient to meet them; and, consequently, the holders must 
store the woollen goods which pay such duties. be exposed to the trouble and expense of presenting them 
This circumstance, in connexion with the difficulty of | at the places where payable. Still they are nearly on a 
collecting the bonds, whether longer postponed or not, | par with specie. In the present deranged state of bank 
will sensibly increase the embarrassments which have been | paper and exchange, and in the favorable condition of th¢ 
specially pointed out, and otherwise exist, in paying with | General Government, by its ample resources and exemp- 
promptitude and in a legal manner the large appropria- | tion from pecuniary liabilities, to impart the greatest con- 
tions chargeable upon the residue of the current year. fidence in respect to the redemption of such notes, it is 
Hence, after a considerable deficiency in the available | probable that they would readily be taken at par by most 
means became highly probable, it was deemed expedient | of the public creditors. Especially would this be likely 
to adopt any judicious and lawful measure to remedy it, | to happen, provided they were issued in denominations as 
which was within the power of the Department. Accord- | low as twenty, fifty, and one hundred dollars ; and not in 
ingly, though large quantities of public Jands were still in | too large quantities, but used only in anticipation of the 
market unsold, and though the receipts from this source | accruing revenue on occasional emergencies, and to a 
during the year would be higher than anticipated, in con- | limited amount. 
sequence, among other things, of a construction put upon | Contrary to expectation, should the Department, during 
the pre-emption laws, admitting a large class of settlers to | the present delinquency of many of the public debtors, be 
entries, it was supposed that some further tracts, in places | exposed to such very large calls, and collect so little reve- 
much desired by the new States, might prudently be offer- | nue, as not tu be able, by both the above notes and drafts, 
ed. A few such have been advertised; but sufficient time, | to meet all its engagements in a satisfactory manner, it 
after due notice, has not yet elapsed to realize any thing | would be desirable that the President should possess a con- 


froin them. | tingent authority to cause Treasury notes to be issued, 
If the fourth instalment of the deposites with the States | bearing an interest not to exceed six per cent. 
be deferred, and the difficulty in seasonably transferring it | Specie could always be raised on these for the publi 


be thus removed, yet, being chiefly in the custody of banks | creditor, when he preferred it. But as notes bearing much 
not paying specie, it is manifest that it cannot be imme- | interest would soon cease to be used in circulation, (and it 
diately realized in funds suitable to meet existing appro- | they should not, would, as a currency, be troublesome in 
priations. If it be not deferred, some further provision | the computation of interest, and too strongly tend to ex- 
will be still more indispensable to enable the Treasury not | clude specie from the country, ) it might be advisable not 
only to place it with the States, but to pay all the public | to make them receivable, at first, for any public dues, bu! 
creditors and officers in a satisfactory manner, until the | only to resort to that measure afterwards, when it should 
duties now due from the merchants, and the funds now , be found convenient for redeeming them. 

in the discontinued deposite banks, can be collected. It | In connexion with the issue of any Treasury notes, 
is true, that a resort to the States for refunding portions of | is believed to be wise to make ample provision for thei: 
the large sums already deposited with them would also re- | early and final redemption. ‘This could be accomplishe:! 
main by law ; but under the limitations of the act of June, | by enacting, that when the money on hand in the Trea 
1836, it wor uld be very slow in its oper ration, and, if com- | sury and the mint, available for public purposes, may ¢% 
plied with, would prove entirely insufficient to answer ceed a given amount of four or five millions, it shall be tl 
such an urgent occasion as the present. During the en- | duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to cause these notes 
suing quarter, the whole amount that could be legally re- | (securing priority to any on interest) to be redeemed | 
called would not exceed six hundred and fifty thousand | such an extent as the surplus may exceed that sum, and 
dollars. Hence it seems expedient, either in aid or exclu- what will probably be needed to defray current expenses 
sion of a requisition on the States, (as may be deemed | It being believed that a reduction of the tariff, and suitable 
most suitable by Congress,) to provide some temporary | regulations concerning the sales of public land, ought at a 
resource until enough of the fourth instalment, or other | proper time to be put in force, so as to prevent any large 
mineans in the Treasury, can be rendered available to dis- and regular accumulation in the Treasury, the Department 
charge all the public engagements. It need not be a loan, | would respectfully propose that, in case of any unexpected 
or an increase of. taxes of any kind, as the General Gov- | excess beyond the sums above specified, it should meré 
ernment, in respect to its finances, (whatever temporary be invested, in a temporary manner, in safe State stocks, 
embarrassment the recent convulsions in commerce and | at their market rate, subject to be sold again whenever th: 
} 
| 
| 


banking may have created,) is far from having any just | proceeds shall be wanted to discharge existing appropria- 
cause for despondency. It is neither overwhelmed with a | tions. 

national debt, nor destitute of large pecuniary resources An additional consideration in favor of those measures 
on hand ; but, entirely free from the former, it is so amply | is, that since the payment of the public debt, which absorb- 
supplied with the latter as to have in the Treasury over | ed any occasional surplus of receipts, it is impossible, a: 

forty millions of dollars, and eight or ten millions more in | cording to the views expressed in some previous reports 
bonds, which will soon become payable. But a large por- | from the undersigned, that, with sources of revenue so 
tion being in deposite with the States, and the residue | fluctuating as ours, and so dependent on commercial pros 
chiefly in banks and in the hands of merchants, under the | perity, any fiscal operations should be long continued wit! 
difficulties before named, in procuring promptly, and in a | ease, vigor, and uniformity, without some such regulat: 


legal currency, the amounts of money which are needed, | as a power to issue and redeem Treasury notes, cr to in 
some collateral aid, for a short period, till a sufficiency can | vest and sell the investment of surpluses. By any othe 
be collected, ay bpe irs to be judicious, if not indispensable course we should constantly be exposed to great deficiencies 

It is fortunate that the energies of the country gene rally or excesses, with all their attendant embarrassments. 1 


are not paralyzed, nor its prospects clouded by any great | depositing the excesses with the States, subject to be 
physical sefemsition: and hence its immediate wants can, | called to supply deficiencies, the pecuniary profit to the 
without doubt, be provided for in various ways. whole Union will be no greater, while such a course may 


One mode would be to authorize the issue of Treasury | involve us in a series of vexatious demands on them, «c- 


notes, receivable fur all public dues, but without interest. companied by various dangers, both to them and the Geu 
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eral Government; and, in the mean time, it is feared will, 
in many instances, tend to excite excesses and evils similar 
to some of those under which the country is now suffering. 


V. ON THE SAFE-KEEPING OF THE PUBLIC MONEY 
HEREAFTER. 


The arrangements for keeping the public money which 
had been in successful operation for a few years previous 
to the passage of the deposite act of 1836, became par- 
tially embarrassed by carrying into effect some of its pro- 
visions. But the enforcement of them all, where not en- 
tirely perfected, was in seasonable progress in May last, 
when the Department was compelled by the act to give 
notice to such of the selected banks as had suspended spe- 
cie payments that they could no longer be considered as 
general depositories of the public money. (See circular I. } 

A list is annexed of all before employed in that capacity, 
which have been discontinued. [K.] 

After due inquiries to procure other depositories, in con- 
formity to the act, the Department has completed the 
appointment of only one. This, and four more that have 
not suspended, with one that has resumed specie payments, 
(making six in all, ) constitute the present bank depositories 
for general purposes. A schedule of them is added. [L.] 

During the inability to obtain specie-paying banks at 
other points, the Treasurer, being required by the closing 
part of the eighth section of the act, to keep and disburse 
the public money according to the laws before in force, has 
done it in conformity to the very wide discretion which 
existed when no rules were in force, that had been pre- 
scribed by Congress, except to ‘‘keep” and ‘‘ disburse the 
same” under the general superintendence of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. A part of it has, therefore, been kept 
in special deposite in this city, a portion of it in the mint, 
and the residue with the officers collecting it, until it was 
wanted for public purposes, or until it accumulated in such 
sums at any point as not to be, probably, wanted there for 
such use. [See two circulars, M and N.] In the first 
case it has, from time to time, been applied to the payment 
of creditors, by drafts on the receivers or collectors; and 
in the last, the excess has been directed to be temporarily 
placed with banks not remotely situated, and in special de- 
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that the sums would permanently be large, but which, 
under a reduced revenue and expenditure, would seldom 
occur, authority might be given to appoint the clerks now 
acting as cashiers or tellers under the collectors and receiv- 
ers, or other more suitable persons, to act as keepers and 
paymasters of the public money. But they should be made 
independent of the collectors and receivers, and placed under 
the like tenure of office, and under suitable bonds. Addi- 
tional means of safety, and such additional but limited 
compensation to any of the above officers, might be pro- 
vided, as the increased risk and labor might render just ; 
but in only a few cases would these last be much augmented 
at any place. 

Taking the year 1834 as furnishing a specimen suffi- 
ciently large of the probable business in future connected 
with the general operations of the Treasury Department, 
but, of course, not including the separate establishment of 
the post office, the whole number of warrants issued in 
that year was a little under five thousand, and, though 
differing much in actual amount, averaging about $5,000 
each. This would be less than twenty warrants a day, 
and hence would require less than one per day to be paid 
in each of the twenty-six States. They differed, in fact, 
from four per day in this District, and two per day in New 
York, which were the highest numbers, to only one per 
week in several of the States. [See table P.] The busi- 


| ness at each office daily, or even weekly, in making pay- 
ments of the drafts, would therefore, be very little. If 


more than one draft issued on a warrant, the business 


| would be increased in that proportion, unless the whole 
| payments were reduced, as is probable, hereafter to six- 


teen or seventeen millions yearly. 
In regard to the risk, five millions in the Treasury at 
any one time, if all placed in the hands of collectors and 


| receivers, would not, on an average, exceed $30,000 with 


each of the present number. 
But if the amount, besides one million in the mint, was 


| chiefly in the hands of half the present number, which 
| would approach nearer to the probable result, the sum with 


posite for safety, until wanted for expenditure elsewhere, or | 


until some new legislation shall take place in relation to it. 

Under these circumstances, the Department would re- 
spectfully suggest some provisions which may be more 
specific, and may be required for the safe-keeping and dis- 
bursing of the public money. 

In the present condition ef the Government and the 
country, two systems are proposed, either of which, it is 
believed, may be practicable and adequate to the exigencies 
of the crisis. One is, an enlargement and adaptation of the 
system partially employed since the suspension of specie 
payments, so as to make it answer all necessary purposes. 
i his could be effected merely by assigning to our existing 
officers and establishments some additional duties. 

The Treasurer, at the seat of Government; the mint, 
with its branch at New Orleans, and another which has 
been contemplated, and is much needed, at New York, for 


each would still be less than most of the existing bonds of 
receivers ; and when exceeding theirs, or those of the prin- 
cipal collectors, the excess, in most cases, could be readily 
prevented or reduced, by being drawn out to pay creditors, 
or be conveniently transferred to the Treasurer of the 
United States, at the seat of Government, or to the mint 
and its branches. Until one of the latter is authorized at 
New York, the substitute before mentioned, of one of the 
present officers in the customs there as an independent 
keeper and paymaster of the public money could be adopted, 


| and, if deemed prudent, be extended to any other similar 


place. 
In this mode, the present number of officers connected 
with the collection and disbursement of the revenue through- 


| out the United States need not be at all increased. Nor 


will it become necessary, exceptin a few cases, to augment 
their compensation. ‘T'wenty or thirty thousand dollars a 


| year would probably cover the whole additional expense of 


} > 7h. t P ; P| 
other purposes; collectors of the customs, and receivers of 


money for the sales of land, as weil as postmasters, might 
all be directed to keep in safety, not only the public money 
collected by them, but all actually placed in their posses- 
sion, by transfer or otherwise. As fiscal agents, they 
might also be required to pay over and transfer it for such 
public purposes as may be authorized by Congress, and 
under such regulations as the Treasury Departinent from 
time to time may prescribe. Indeed, the third section of 
the post office law of 1825, with the bond taken under it 
as to the agency of the postmasters, is, perhaps, already 
sufficiently broad for that class of officers. At points like 
New York, and a few others, where a likelihood existed 


every kind. 

' + . . . 

[he other system to which the attention and considera- 
tion of Congress are respectfully invited, is a new organi- 
zation, by means of commissioners or receivers general, to 
gather the collections to more central points, and keep and 
disburse there a large portion of the public money, or such 


| as could not be kept safely and expended conveniently in 


the hands of the collecting officers. Such an organization 
might be at only three or four of the most important points ; 
or it might be made more extensive, and the number en- 
larged to eight or ten. This could be arranged, in all im- 
portant particulars, substantially in the manner which is 
now in very successful practice in some of the most en- 
lightened and opulent Governments of Europe, and as was 
urgently recommended by this Department as early as 
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1790. [See extract O.} The only material difference 
need be, to pay out more of the money near the places 
where it is collected, rather than first to transmit most of it 
to the seat of Government. ‘This organization of fiscal 
agents would be advantageous as a separate establishment 
for this business alone, and as an independent check on 
most of those collecting the revenue. But it would require 
some addition to the present number of officers, and in the 
first instance would more increase the public expenses. 

But the whole addition of principal officers need not ex- 
ceed ten. Nor would the increased annual expense to 
the Government probably amount to over fifty or sixty 
thousand dollars, as the system would enable both the 
War and Navy Departments to dispense with several of 
their agents for making local disbursements. The dan- 
ger of any losses will be nearly the same under both plans. 
It is impossible to conduct the affairs of Government, or 
the ordinary transactions of society, without trust and risk 
of some kind. But one great object, wherever pecuniary 
confidence is reposed, should always be to require the best 
safeguards which appear reasonable ; and in either of these 
systems, as hereafter explained, the amount trusted can be 
more easily kept from becoming excessive, and the hazard 
of losses, affecting the deposite agent by his lending or 
trading, be fully obviated, by the strict prohibition of both 
the latter under severe penalties. 

Our direct losses from either collecting or deposite agents 
have always been comparatively small. Those by the 
former, it is believed, have not equalled those by the latter, 
though the latter, being banks, have usually in the end paid 
most of their deposites. The losses by the former are also 
supposed not to have exceeded one-fifth of those on the 
bonds of merchants for duties, and probably not one- 
eighth of those from the purchasers of public lands, under 
the credit system. 

Occasional and strict examinations of the money on 
hand, where large in amcunt, would furnish a strong safe- 
guard beyond the character of the officer, and the property 
of himself and sureties, and which it might be provided 
should be made by a committee of Congress, or in any 
other mode deemed most eligible to constitute an effectual 
check. 

‘The plans which have been explained as to fiscal agents, 

re suggested for consideration, under a belief that either is 
appropriate in the present posture of affairs; that they re- 
quire but slight changes in our existing laws or usages; 
and, whatever objections can be adduced against them, 
will, at the same time, be found to possess many signal ad- 
vantages. 

They will not, so much as some other modes of keeping 
the public money, expose the Treasury to disappoint- 
ments and delays, through a dangerous partnership of in- 
interest, or the use of that money for private or corporate 
purposes. As the vicissitudes of trade or speculation affect 
the persons who borrow from the public banking deposi- 
tories, the evil consequences must sometimes inevitably 
reach and embarrass the Treasury itself. Nor, on the 
other hand, will these modes, like our former one, cause 
‘frequent injury to those who, trading on the revenue of the 
Government, are subject to be most pressed to refund it 
when least able. It is believed, likewise, that the funds of 
the Treasury can be always more readily commanded in a 
legal currency, and the hopes of its creditors not defeated, 
nor its faith violated so often, if the money is not loaned 
out, either in full or in part, but, as in other countries, is 
retained in specie or its equivalent, and in the actual cus- 
tody of officers exclusively fiscal. In other countries, the 
public money is believed to be seldom, if ever, chargeable 
to the Treasurer, till it is either paid over on some draft, 
so that he can get credit for the payment, (and which 
mode is practised somewhat in England, as well as here, and 
extensively in France,) or lodged, not in deposite in any 





APPENDIX—T°0 Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


ey 


Report on the Finances. 








bank, but in his own possession at the seat of Government, 
In the former mode, the systems now proposed, and espe- 
cially the first one, would operate so as to disburse at each 
point most of the public money collected near, and would 
thus enable the Treasury to command its resources with 
less delay ; the money not being previously paid over at 
some distance, and to a separate set of agents, as has 
usually been the practice here in the use of banks; nor 
much of it transporied inconveniently to the capital, as has 
usually been the practice elsewhere. This mode would 
thus possess one of the greatest excellencies in any fiscal 
system: which is, to pay over quickest to the public creditor, 
and with the least official complexity, whatever is collected 
from the public debtor. 

Besides these advantages, others would be, that the 
money in the Treasury, under both of the plans submitted, 
can always be more easily kept down to moderate dimen- 
sions, by reductions in the revenue, and by temporary in- 
vestments of an occasional surplus, as there will be no an- 
tagonist interest connected with it, wishing for loans and 
the use of surpluses, and thus co-operating to prevent a 
reduction. 

The existing establishments and officers, whenever con- 
venient, would be employed without a double machinery, 
or the organization of a new system of agents. Execu- 
tive control would be diminished rather than increased by 
them, because any additional officers will be selected, not 
by the President alone, nor the Treasury Department, as 
the banks now are, but virtually be designated by Congress, 
and the principal incumbents appointed by the consent of 
the Senate. They would also remove all ground for the 
objection sometimes urged against the former system, that 
the Executive alone exercises an extensive patronage and 
great moneyed influence through a host of bank presidents, 
directors, and stockholders, scattered through every section 
of the country, and selected without the assent or check of 
either House of Congress in any particular case, and 
making loans of the public money from considerations 
merely political or official, A very wide discretion will be 
thus restricted, and a prolific source of suspicion and im- 
putation of favoritism and partiality be entirely stopped. 

The officers, under the plans proposed, will likewise be 
amenable exclusively to the General Government, and not 
be embarrassed, like the officers of the banks, by conflict- 
ing duties and interests in respect to the States; nor in- 
volved in those collisions, jealousies, and recriminations, 
often attendant on that position. 

The independent and harmonious action of each Govern- 
ment in its appropriate sphere will thus be more fully se- 
cured. The local institutions, as a general principle, will 
be left to the care and uses of the several States which es- 
tablished them, without interference on the part of the 
General Government, and to be regulated or discontinued, 
as deemed most useful, under their own State policies, and 
most conducive to the original purposes of their creation. 
Nor would any general moneyed corporation, aside from 
the grave doubts which exist as to both its constitutionalily 
and general expediency, have been likely in such a crisis 
as that of the war of 1812, or perhaps that of the last spring, 
to have proved a much safer public depository than those 
local institutions. Though more convenient in form for 
fiscal purposes than they, and free from some objections as 
to want of symmetry and accountability which obtain 
against them, yet, if chartered on usual principles, and 
judging from experience here as well as abroad, it must 
have failed, in a trial like those, to have sustained either 
our pecuniary operations, or its own, in strict good faith 
and in due vigor. 

Without entering into details to illustrate this position, 
it is necessary to notice only the single circumstance, that 
the Bank of England, during a severe war, suspended 
specie payments near a quarter of a century, and that 
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neither of the two United States Banks existed so as to be 
obliged to encounter such a peril. But since the last 
spring, the notes of the second one, to the amount of 
several millions, have been allowed to sink into the mass 
of irredeemable and depreciated paper, though issued under 
all the high securities and sanctions of a charter from the 
General Government, and with very large funds, still | 
under the control of officers and trustees deemed by the | 
stockholders exceedingly skilful, and bound by both law 
and contract to redeem those notes in specie, and on de- | 
mand, | 
The systems which have been proposed in this report, 
if adopted, could not be expected to continue entirely ex- | 
empt from losses by that unfaithfulness or casualty to | 
which all trusts in human affairs are exposed. But they | 
may be surrounded with strong safeguards, and would very 
probably soon be enabled to answer in a satisfactory man- | 
ner every purpose of the Government, in its condition so | 
different in many respects from that which formerly existed, | 
and which was the paramount cause urged for the incor- 
poration of our two former United States Banks. Its 
finances are not now burdened with a national debt from 
seventy to one hundred and thirty millions, and, best:es | 
our ordinary expenses, with the annual payment, on ac- 
count of principal and interest, of from ten to sixteen mil- | 
lions, to be first widely collected, and then transferred and 
disbursed at only a few points on the seaboard. It is now | 
with a yearly revenue, reduced from thirty and forty mil- 
lions to neat twenty, and probably soon to be only sixteen | 
or seventeen, and with a course of expenditure which can 
readily be diminished so as not much, if any, to exceed 
the revenue in a natural state of business. In large sec- 
tions of our country, and in such a state of business, this 
expenditure happens néarly and very conveniently to cor- 
respond in amount with the receipts in the same sections. | 
We are, likewise, reposing in peace, with very superior 
means of communication, whether by mail or personal in- 
tercourse, and with a greatly increased and increasing por- | 
tion of gold in the currency, torender distant transfers and | 
payments more easy. It is manifest, therefore, that our | 
fiscal concerns will be greatly lessened in amount as well 
as difficulty, unless we shall be visited by wars or other | 
scourges, involving us in debts and embarrassments of an | 
aggravated character, and which, fortunately, no sufficient | 
reason appears for anticipating at an early day. 
Under the proposed arrangements, the transfers from 
certain points could be often effected, when required by the | 
Department for public purposes, not only with ease, but so 
as greatly to facilitate the domestic exchanges, in the mode 
of employing drafts suggested in a subsequent portion of 
this report. Ina more natural and ordinary state of re- 
ceipts and expenditures, like that in 1834, the transfers 
required to a great distance would not exceed two or three 
millions during the year, and almost the whole of them 
were, at that time, in such a direction as to yield a profit 
rather than be expensive to the banks which made them. 
If the Treasurer were required to receive payment in 
advance, at certain convenient points, for all lands sold, as 
has once been the construction of the act of 1820, the prob- | 
ability is, that very soon all the unfavorable transfers ren- 
dered necessary would become quite unimportant in amount, | 
and less expensive than the transportation of specie and paper 
has been heretofore, from the distant land offices to the | 
hearest deposite banks, before much of it was paid to the 
public creditors. It will be seen that, by these modes of 
Keeping the public money, it would not be indispensable to 
employ any banks as a prescribed part of the system, al- 
though it might sometimes be convenient to use them as 
individuals do, and as subordinate fiscal officers often do in 
other countries, for the deposite and transfer of large sums, 
and particularly for special deposites, when looking merely 
to safety and early occasion to use the monev. : 


Vou. XIV.—A 3 








Report on the Finances. 


APPENDIX—To Gales § Seaton’s Register. 17 





[25th Cone. Ist Szss. 


No act of Congress, until the charter of the last Bank 
of the United States in 1816, required the public money in 
the Treasury to be kept on deposite in any bank whatever. 
The whole subject was left to the discretion of this Depart- 
ment. Even that charter permitted the Secretary of the 
Treasury to remove the deposites from the Bank of the 
United States when he thought proper. 

In the supplemental report from this Department, in 
1834, on the keeping and disbursing of the public money, 
a state of things like the present was adverted to and con- 
sidered. It was observed, in regard to such an occurrence, 
that it will then ‘‘ become necessary to devolve these du- 
ties on some receiver or collector already in office, or on 


| some safe agent not now in office, as has been the practice 


for years in this country in paying pensions at convenient 
places, near which there was no State bank or branch of 
the United States Bank, and as hus long been the usage in 
some countries of Europe, by having the revenue in certain 
districts chiefly received, kept, and transmitted through 
private agents and brokers.” 

But it was added, that ‘‘though the fiscal operations of 
the Government could, undoubtedly, still proceed through 
the personal agencies before mentioned,” and without any 
banks, State or national, yet **it would be at some incon- 
venience and increase of expense, unless remedied in a 
manner that may hereafter be developed, and would not, 
in the opinion of this Department, and in the present con- 
dition of things, be so eligible a system as the present one; 
because banks, though exposed to some dangers and evils, 
and though not believed to be necessary for the fiscal pur- 
poses of any Government, and much less of one in the 
present happy financial situation of ours, are frankly ac- 


knowledged to be in many respects a class of agents eco- 


nomical, convenient, and useful.” 

The use of State banks had then been adopted, and was 
proceeding satisfactorily. For more than two years after, 
it continued to be in successful operation, so far as regarded 
both convenience and safety. But now, most of the State 
banks have ceased to pay specie even for their notes, and 
many have paid out, if not issued, small bills, so as not to 


| be ina situation either to be retained or to become fiscal 


agents, in conformity to the requisitions of the deposite act. 
A few others, who are in a legal situation to be selected, 
decline to receive the public money under some of the con- 
ditions prescribed by the act. 

Nor is any national bank in existence, or, independent 
of its inexpediency in a political view, supposed to be ca- 
pable of being established constitutionally. Hence it is 
respectfully submitted to Congress, under all the above 
considerations, whether the early adoption of one of the 
plans proposed is not proper, and would not be highly con- 
ducive to the public interests, 


VI. SerrLeMENT WITHA THE FORMER DEPOSITE BANKS. 


Another subject that appears to require the early action 
of Congress is, the further indulgence which it may be 
proper to extend to such of the former deposite banks as 
are still indebted to the United States. 

The facts which are supposed to be necessary to aid 
Congress in forming a correct decision on this subject will 
be fully submitted. The perils to which those banks were 
exposed, had caused to the Department much solicitude for 
several months before the suspension of specie payments, 
and led to some precautionary suggestions which it felt 


| bound to make to them, so fat as appeared consistent with 


the usual principles of banking in this country, and not 
calculated, by creating sudden alarm, to hasten the catas- 
trophe that has since happened. 

Besides the general cautions with respect to the excesses 
of bank issues, and the dangerous consequences likely to 
ensue, which were detailed in the last annual report from 
this Department, several instances occurred where the 
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course of the business of some of the depositories appearing 
from their returns to be injudicious, special letters of advice 
were deemed proper, and were written. A rigid system 
in requiring additional specie was also pursued in all cases 
of unusual deficiency. In regard to the effect of these steps 
on the banks, it affords the undersigned pleasure to add 
that, from the completion of their selection after the depos- 
ite act passed, to the last returns before their suspension, 
a great reduction in the circulation as well as discounts of 
many of them had taken place, and, in several cases, a 
much larger proportion of specie was kept on hand. Indeed, 
considering the extraordinary amount of public money paid 
out by them between last November and May, amounting 
to near twenty millions more than their receipts during the 


same period, it is a fact highly creditable to their prudence 
and ability, that the specie of all was reduced only from | 


a bout fifteen to thirteen millions, and their circulation, 
instead of increasing, fell from near forty-one to thirty- 
seven millions. 

As a whole, their specie, compared with their circula- 
tion, continued to be almost as large in May as in Novem- 
ber. -It averaged more than one to three, or much more 
t han has been customary with the banks in this country, 
and was over double the relative quantity held by all the 
banks in England at the same period, and was in a pro- 
portion one-fourth larger than that in the Bank of Eng- 
land itself. Their immediate means, compared with their 
immediate liabilities, were somewhat stronger in Novem- 
ber than in May, but were at both periods nearly 1 to 24, 
or greater than the usual ratio, in the best times, of most 
banks which have a large amount of deposites in posses- 
sion. [See table Q.] 

In this condition of things, the suspension of specie 
payment by the deposite banks was an event not generally 
anticipated. 

The policy since pursued by most of them has been fa- 
vorable to an early discharge of their engagements to the 
Treasury, and to a resumption of specie payments. Many 
have gradually reduced their discounts and circulation, as 
well as paid over much of their public deposites. This 
may be more fully seen in the tables annexed. 
ment of a few heads of condition in November, March, 
July, May, and August. See Q.] Since the Ist of May, 
their discounts, as a whole, have been reduced about 


$20,388,776, their circulation $4,991,791, and their | 


public deposites $15,607,316; while their specie has di- 
minished less than $3,000,000. Of the number of eighty- 
six banks employed at the time of the suspension, ten or 
eleven are supposed to have paid over all the public money 
which was then in their possession, to the credit of the 
lreasurer. In the custody of more than half the others, 
an aggregate of less than $700,000 remains unadjusted. 
Several of the rest still possess large sums; but many of 
them have continued promptly to furnish such payments 
from time to time, for meeting the public necessities, that, 
according to the last weekly statement, the whole balance 
to his credit, which remained unpaid in all of them, was 
only $12,418,041. The amount thus retained by each 
may be seen in the schedule annexed, [K.] 

The course adopted in respect to the deposites of dis- 
bursing officers, after the suspension cf specie payments, 
and with a view to safety, as well as to encourage the 
early resumption of such payments, may be seen more 
fully in the documents annexed. [See circular 8. } 

It was considered proper to proceed, and attempt to 
withdraw all the public money from the discontinued 
agents, as fast as it was wanted for public purposes, and 
as new and suitable depositories could be procured to re- 
ceive any thing obtainable beyond such amount. But 
while the former agents appeared to be secure, and to be 
making proper efforts to meet such calls, it seemed more 
conducive to the eventual safety of the money, and more 
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consistent with true wisdom, as well as the convenience of 
the Treasury, to refrain from unnecessary prosecutions 
and costs till the early session of Congress, which had 
been called, in part, for the consideration of this subject. 
On the contrary, when any of the banks persisted in ne- 
glecting to pursue the prudent course of curtailment, and 
in making no reasonable effurts to discharge the drafts on 
them in an acceptable manner, the Department consider- 
ed it a duty, however unpleasant, to deliver their agree- 
ments and bonds to the Solicitor of the Treasury for suit. 
This has already been done in nine cases; in some as a 
matter of precaution, to obtain additional security beyond 
what had been given; and in others, to take the prelimi- 
nary steps for an action against the sureties as well as the 
principals. 

Some of the additional banks, rendered necessary to 


| carry into effect one of the provisions of the late deposite 
| act, have, on this occasion, proved the least prompt and 
| efficient in mecting their obligations, 


But though the 
losses of a few may be severe, and considerable delay may 
arise in discharging their engagements; and though it 
has been proper, and has evinced a commendable state of 
moral feeling in many of them, to strike at the root of the 
present excesses in paper, by curtailing largely both their 
issues and discounts, and thereby to make serious sacrili- 
ces; yet the condition of them all appears to be such as 
will, with the collateral security taken, in most cases, ren- 
der the United States probably safe against any ultimate 
loss. Considering the wide-spread pressure of the times, 
which had involved some of the banks, as well as their 
debtors, in extraordinary embarrassments; and that the 
public money, as a general rule, had previously been call- 
ed from them only in moderate sums, as needed for ex- 
penditure and transfer, it was not to be expected that sev- 
eral of them would be able to pay over at once, and in 
specie, the whole of the large amount then in their pos- 
session. 

More especially was this not to be expeeted, whien, 
from the great accumulation of deposites, the specie of all 
of them at the time of the suspension, as well as for many 
months before, though larger than the proportion held by 
most other banks, did not equal, and could not, without 
making a sudden and great change in the practice under 
our whole banking system, equal one-half of their indebt- 
edness to the Government alone. It is presumed that a 
considerable portion of the money since, as well as former- 
ly, paid by the banks on transfers and drafts, has not been 
demanded nor paid in specie. : 

But no persons have been required to accept any thing 
else, nor, according to the views of the undersigned, could 
they be, without a violation of law and sound policy. 

The drafts of the Treasurer for debts, when drawn on 
banks and not discharged on presentment, have, under in- 
structions from this Department, been often taken up in 
its behalf by the collectors and reeeivers, in order as much 
as possible to relieve the public creditor from delay and 
loss. [See F, and circular instructions T.] New drafts, 
when the first Ones were not paid in an acceptable man- 
ner, have also, in some eases, been given on other deposi- 
tories, and have helped to promote satisfactory adjust- 
ments. 

Since the discontinuance of most of the banks as de- 
positories, this Department has also found the use of drafts 
made directly on receivers and collectors very acceptable 
to most of public creditors; and by the specie fortunately 
then on hand, and since collected by the receivers, with @ 
part of what was before in the mint, and some occasionally 
supplied by a few of the banks and collectors, a large 
amount of claims has been paid, and the Treasury is ready 
to pay others in it, so far as practicable, at points and in 
a manner convenient to many. But, till the indebted 
banks resume specie payments, or increased collections can 
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be made in specie of what is due from them and from the 


merchants, it must be obvioas that the Department, how- 
ever anxious to pay all the public creditors and officers in 
specie, when demanded, is unable to accomplish so desi- 
rable an object. 

This is one of the evils incident to the existing state of 
the moneyed concerns of the country, and which cannot be 
remedied, unless Congress furnish additional means, until 
specie payments are generally resumed. Some interme- 
diate losses, by a depreciation of bank notes, must, there- 
fore, fall on those, whether creditors or officers of the Gov- 
ernment, who consent to take them rather than submit to 
delays in payment. 

Hence it seems highly reasonable that the Government 
should hasten, as fast as possible, the restoration of specie 
payments, at least by its former fiscal agents who are still 
in its debt. 

This would put an end to such losses. It also seems 
proper that those deposite banks which have not generally 
answered the demands on them, but have continued to re- 
ceive full interest on the deposites they had loaned out, 
should be required to pay it on the sums still retained, and 
from the periods when they failed to fufil their obligations 
to the Treasury. It is manifest that the members of Con- 
gress, coming from every section of the country, would be 


the best judges of what further lenity or severity might | 
properly be exercised towards them; and, knowing more | 


intimately the causes and consequences of the suspension 
of specie payments by the banks in their respective neigh- 
borhoods, can decide with greater accuracy whether any 
indulgence could hereafter be extended to them appropri- 
ately, except on the condition of an early resumption of 
specie payments, and an allowance of interest during any 
delay in meeting their fiscal engagements. With the 
means of information possessed by the undersigned, he 
does not hesitate to express an opinion that it should not 
be done without a compliance with such conditions. As 
further evidence of the ability of most of them on this sub- 
ject, it will be necessary only to advert to the abstract of 
their last returns, which has been previously annexed. 
From the mode of doing business in the Southwest, by 
making much of their circulation not redeemable at home, 
but at distant points, and providing for it there by bills of 
exchange, (so many of which, during the past season, 
have failed to be paid, ) the situation of several of the banks 
there is least eiigible, not only for au early resumption of 
specie payinents, but for a speedy and satisfactory adjust- 
ment of their debts to the Government. But in the West- 
ern, and probably in the Eastern and Middle States, if not 
elsewhere, the ability to sustain such payments appears, 
by their returns, much greater than has been customary in 
this country. ‘Their specie, compared: with their circula- 
tion, ts as one to two, and one to three; and their imme- 
diate means, compared with their immediate liabilities, are 
over one to three. 
forts which the banks were bound to make would lead, in 
most places, to the desirable events above mentioned, with- 
out very long delay. [See circular V.] The objection 
usually urged against an early resumption, that the unfa 
vorable balance of trade against this country would, in that 
event, cause some of the specie in the banks to be drawn 
out and shipped, will, however true in point of fact, pos- 
sess inuch less force when it is considered that the delay 
hitherto has not prevented the export of specie. On the 
contrary, considerable sums, which were in ordinary cir- 
culation, have, since the suspension, been withdrawn, and 
a portion of them sent abroad, while their place is badly 
supplied with depreciated paper. So happily adjusted, 
however, are the laws of trade, even in their influence on 
the precious metals, that while our custom-house books 
show an export since the 15th of May last, chiefly to Eng- 
land and France, of $3,708,320 of specie, they show du- 


Hence it has been hoped that the ef- 


with the currency. 


a 





ring the same time imports, chiefly from other quarters, of 
$3,140,020. Though the actual imports and exports have 
both doubtless exceeded those amounts since that period, 
and the ratio of diflerence has been somewhat greater, yet 
the total drain has been much less than many have im- 
agined, and produced less effect on the general ability of 
the country and the banks to have specie payments re- 
sumed and successfully sustained. Congress having pow- 
er to pass a bankrupt law, it would be worthy of con- 
sideration, if the power be ever exercised, whether all 
banks, and in any event, as recommended by Mr. Dallas 
and Mr. Crawford, all employed by the Treasury, should 
not be subjected to its provisions, and, on any important 
and deliberate failure in their pecuniary duties, be com- 
pelled at once to close their concerns. 

In respect to the banks in the District of Columbia, as 
well as others connected with the General Government, it 
seems desirable that the measures adopted in relation to 
them, by Congress, should have a strong tenden@y to en- 
courage the earliest resumption of specie payments which 
is practicable and safe. For this purpose, little doubt can 
exist that, while those measures will be the most ealutary 
which shall evince a due liberality and forbearance to the 
extent really required by the crisis, they should, beyond 
that, be rigorous in exacting the adoption of such steps as 
are sanctioned by the sound principles of currency and the 
public faith. They will then help, at an early day, ‘to re- 
lieve the community, as well as the Treasury, from a con- 
dition of the circulating medium, which, so far as it con- 
sists of bank paper irredeemable in specie, is one of the 
worst scourges which can be inflicted on society. It is no 
less hostile to the best maxims of political economy, than 
usually subversive of every just sense of both moral and 
legal obligation. 


VIL. On THE MONEY RECEIVABLE FOR PUBLIT DUES. 


The kind of money or currency receivable for public du: s 
is another embarrassment, concerning which legislation has 
been deemed proper by many. A change in the existing 
practice has been requested by others, without legislation. 
But, since the suspension of specie payments by the banks, 
no change which should sanction the receipt of bank paper 
not redeemable in specie, has been thought either prudent 
or permissible by this Department. Nor will such a one 
be adopted without the express direction of Congress. [See 
F 1, 2.} 

Believing that specie is the best standard, and the only 
one contemplated by the constitution, for the public reve- 
nue and expenditures, as well as for the value of contracts 
and property, every departure from it for those purposes is 
deemed by the undersigned pernicious, if not unconstitu- 
tional. ‘The question as to the expediency of using any 
other medium for a currency is of a different character, and 
more complicated. But the ruinous consequences of a re- 
sort to continental money, bills of credit, or any species of 
paper not redeemable in specie, and which had been de- 
veloped in our own experience, as well as in the soundest 
theories of political economy, were undoubtedly a principal 
cause for those rigid provisions in the constitution connected 
They restrict any State from issuing 
mere ** bills of credit,” from making any thing a tender 
** except gold and silver,” or passing any law **impairing 
the ebligation of contracts,” as well as confine to Congress 
alone the power ‘to coin money,” and ‘* regulate the 
value thereof.” The exercise of this last power, manifestly 
relating only to metallic money, appears to require merely 
the coinage of a sufficient supply at the mint, and in con 
venient denominations for ail necessary purposes, and of 
such an intrinsic value as, while preventing it from being 
depreciated on the one hand, should, on the other, not be 
so underrated as to cause it to be readily exported, or melted 
down for use in manufactures. 
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The whole amount necessary for public payments hes 
been much misapprehended. Without a surplus in the 
Treasury, it would seldom exceed eight or ten millions of 


dollars, even if no evidences of debt, or any kind of paper | 


money, were receivable. Like a running stream, the coin 
which flows in as constantly flows out, without much ac- 
cumulation; one dollar helping to perform, in a single 


year, the service of payment and repayment numerous | 


times. Indeed, the people of the whole United States do 


not, in a sound state of business and prices, need over one | 
hundred and ten millions of an active circulating medium | 
This would be a larger portion of | 


for all their currency. 
currency to our present population than the average has 
been from the adoption of the constitution; and, if an 
exclusive metallic currency could be deemed desirable, 
would require only about thirty millions more than the 
specie which is supposed now to exist in the country. 
But the present quantity of specie being divided pretty 
equally between the banks and individuals, not half of it 


is in active circulation ; and, unless it becomes increased, | 
and much more equally diffused, some paper is, of course, | 


necessary to prevent a sudden revulsion in prices and val- 


ues, and to supply a sufficient circulating medium for the | 


legitimate purposes of the States and the people. Some 
paper will, probably, always be found convenient for com- 
mercial operations. 
not unauthorized, for the General Government to deprive 
the States of any supposed advantage in the use of it, so 
far and so long as they may deem proper, or otherwise to 


any bills of credit, or making any thing a tender except 
gold and silver. 


which might otherwise be exercised over our own fiscal 
operations by the different local policies pursued on a sub- 
ject of so much delicacy, hazard, and difficulty. 


The power which Congress may possess to legislate, | 
with a view of furnishing a paper currency of any kind for 
the ordinary uses of the community, or of regulating, in | 
any way, domestic exchanges, is not entirely clear, nor 
Whatever may be its just extent, it seems 
seldom, if ever, necessary to be used, while the States re- 
tain such a wide and undisputed authority over banking; 


well defined. 


and while the local institutions, as well as private bankers, 


here no less than abroad, are generally so competent to ef- 
Such a power is not expressly conferred 


fect exchanges. 
in the constitution, nor does it seem to be implied, unless, 


in the execution of some plain grants, it may become proper 


to be exerted on any emergency, and without 


ed arbitrary. 
through which they shall be interchanged. 


good standard of value. Indeed, the balances 


far superior to any officieus and minute legislation. 


of transporting specie between any two places ; and, if sur 
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It would, therefore, be invidious, if | 





Care, however, must be employed, inci- | 
dentally, to avert, as far as possible, any evil influences 


using 
means otherwise forbidden, unwarrantable, or inexpedic nt. 

In regard to exchanges, it is believed that seldom, if 
ever, has any Government, however unlimited its authori- 
ty, considered it wise to prescribe special regulations for ef- 
fecting them. Such a Government might well feel empow- 
ered ‘* to regulate commerce with foreign nations,” or be- 
tween its own States, ifithad any; but to regulate exchanges | 
between individuals, would, in most cases, be justly deem- 
On the contrary, the sound principles of 
trade seem to require as little interference as possible with 
fixing the price of commodities, or the mode and medium | 
Those princi- 
ples would only yield adequate protection or security, fur- 
nish facilities appropriate and authorized, and establish a 
of indebted- | 
ness between different sections of the country, if left to 
work out their natural consequences on the rate of ex- 
changes, will usually, as they are now doing, correct ex- 
cesses in business in any quarter, and be self-rezulators, 
The 
rate merely for exchanges can seldom exceed the expense 
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passing that, the excess must arise from what Government 
has little power to cure—that is, from the difficulty in ob- 
taining money where indebtedness is great, interest high, 
and credit impaired. 

In regard to the currency which is most suitable for 
public purposes, whatever may be the authority of the 
General Government to make or adopt a paper one, in ful! 
or in part, it is difficult to perceive why, after having es- 
tablished specie as a standard, having forbidden anything 
else to be made a tender, and having succeeded in encour- 
aging the introduction of a supply of it into the country 
very ample for all fiscal purposes, it should expressly dis- 
pense with its employment as the most usual medium for 
those purposes. ‘The fundamental acts of Congress as to 
the payments for duties and lands have not made any ex- 
ceptions in its use, or provided any substitutes except the 
** evidences of the public debt.” Any exceptions allowed 
ought certainly never to permit any thing except specie to 
be paid out as a rightful tender by the United States; and 
this principle has always been strictly observed. But by 
constructions adopted early in this Department, and, subse- 
quently, by the charters to the two United States Banks, 
as well as by an apparent sanction in the joint resolution 
of 1816, different substitutes of notes issued by those and 
State banks, have, at different times, and under different 
modifications, been permitted to be received in payment. 
These, however, have been allowed only when regarded as 


| a clear equivalent to specie or by being readily convertible 
| into it, and by being recommended by some superior con- 
interfere with their-course, in relation to it, except to en- | 
force the present constitutional prohibition against issuing | 


venience or utility, as well as by great security. As spe- 
cie likewise combines safety, uniformity, general use, 
sound theory, and almost universal experience in favor ot 
its common employment, the framers of the constitution 
doubtless believed, as has been the uniform practice since, 
that all substitutes of paper, as they have less intrinsic 
value, though they often, by smaller weight or bulk, pos- 
sess some qualities of greater convenience for certain 
uses, should never be permitted to be forced on either 
the Government or the community without their ex- 
press consent. As they depend also on credit for their 
worth, it must be bad policy to countenance them for 
either public or private use, when their credit dues not rest 
on undoubted security, or to encourage such small denom- 
inations of them as would be employed by those classes in 
society whose business is of a kind which cannot be essen- 
tially promoted by the substitutes; whose profit is little o1 
nothing derived from them; and whose losses, where dc- 
preciations occur, cannot be borne without distress. 
Another general objection to every substitute not resting 
on an equal amount of specie in pledge to redeem it, which 
was the original idea of a bank of issue, is, that it tends to 
dispense with the necessity of specie, in connexion with 
the currency, and thus, by converting more of it into an 
article of trade, expel it from the country; while a circula- 
ting medium is introduced instead of it, which is usually 


; : ; ; ; 
| less safe, and often tempts to ruinous expansions in issues 


as well a3 business, so as to cause great fluctuations in 


| prices, unsettle the value of property and contracts, and 
| sometimes strip from honest industry, in a moment, the 
| hard earnings of years. 


Besides these, a special difficulty, in the use of any other 


' substitute for public purposes, is the procrastination, dis- 


appointment, and embarrassment, which, in case of its de- 
preciation, are sometimes occasioned by it to great national 
measures, as well as the discredit thus cast upon the wis- 
dom of the Government, for regulating its fiscal affairs in 
such a manner as to be unable to discharge punctually its 
engagements, and for the exhibition of an example so wis- 
chievous to both individuals and nations. Another difl- 
culty in this country is the want of equal value, at differ- 
ent places, in any other, when compared with the standard 
of specie, and the virtual violation which its receipt tor 
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duties may thus cause of the spirit of that part of the con- 
stitution requiring all impoats to be ‘‘uniform.” Nor can 
these two last difficulties be always entirely overcome by 
the use of such paper, or any other, though redeemed in 
specie, and on demand, if it be taken at a distance from 
the place of its redemption. But, in the administration 
of our fiscal concerns, it has always been very desirable to 
avoid the want of uniformity, and the delay or expense, 
and sometimes the loss, incident to the receipt for lands or 
duties of such notes if redeemable at a distance, and which 
then would sometimes occur before they could be convert- 
ed into specie, or such money as the public creditor was 
bound or willing to accept. In order, therefore, to pre- 
vent those injurious consequences, one mode has been to 
accept no State bank notes whatever for public dues, as is 
now, and sometimes heretofore was, the practice in respect 
to lands. Another has been, to permit none to be taken 
except such as, under permission of the ‘Treasury Depart- 


ment, the collecting officers or the public depositories were | 


willing at once to credit as specie. 

In our early operations, for purposes of facilitating re- 
mittances to the Treasury, quite as much as for accommo- 
dation to others, collectors were instructed to receive cer- 
tain State bank notes, payable near the seat of Govern- 
ment, and which were to be credited as cash, when for- 
warded by mail, or otherwise, to the Treasurer. [See a 
circular, 1789—H.]} 
course may be seen in a report from this Department in 
April, 1790. [H 2.] The situation of the country, how- 
ever, as to ease in communication, facility in exchanges, 


and the nearer location of many points of collection to | 
those of expenditures, has since undergone such great im- | 


provements, as for a long time to have rendered the receipt 
of notes to aid in public transfers seldom necessary, and 
almost entirely disused. Another mode adopted by Con- 
gress has been, to render the receipts of the notes of State 
banks, for any purpose less material, by providing those of 
a bank chartered by the General Government, and making 
these last, by law, receivable for all public dues. But this 
mode has ceased ; and the legality as well as sound policy 
of the practice to receive the notes of State banks for any 
public dues, whether done with a view to fiscal or general 
convenience, and though under all the strict limitations 
before mentioned, has been questioned by some. Others 
have considered any limitation whatever, by either the Ex- 
ecutive or this Department, as not justifiable, since the 
Joint resolution of 1816. It is, therefore, respectfully sug- 
gested, that a strong propriety exists for Congress to legis- 
late more explicitly on the whole subject. 

It may be proper and useful to add, that as most of the 


bank where the bonds were deposited for collection, or in 


tance, little embarrassment has ever arisen concerning the 


payments for duties in bank notes. But, in taking them 


The justification offered for this | 











APPENDIX—To Gales § Seaton’s Register. 21 


Report on the Finances. 





[25th Cone. Ist Szss. 





This could be effected by directing what alone appears 
safe, and what is tnderstood to be the practice in both 
England and France. It is, that the bills of no local banks 
be taken, which shall not, from the near location of the 
bank, be equivalent to specie ; be able to be converted into 
specie at very short periods by the receiver and collector, 
so as to pay the public creditors legally, if demanding spe- 
cie ; and be thus accounted for at par, and without expense 
to the Government. Another advantage from this course 
would be, its salutary check on over-issues by the neigh- 
boring banks. 

The occasional convenience of sound paper currency for 
various purposes, whether national or individual, such as 
large payments, distant remittances, exchanges, or travel- 
ling, is highly valued by some, and, where gold does not 
circulate, is often very considerable. But the difficulties 
in keeping it sound, the hazards and losses incident to its 
use, and which have already been explained, are trouble- 
some. Should Congress determine that it is proper to 
furnish, by its own authority, and for the purposes before 


| mentioned, some paper medium of higher character and 
| other than what now exists in private bills of exchange or 





notes of State banks, no doubt exists that any benefits 
which may occasionally be derived from its employment 
can be readily secured, without treading on the debatable 
ground of either the power or the policy of chartering a 
national bank. 

Certificates, not on interest, but payable in specie to 
bearer or order, as well as being receivable for all public 
dues, could be authorized to be given iv payment to the 
public creditor, whenever preferred by him, and sufficient 
specie existed in the Treasury. ‘This kind of paper would 
be very convenient in form, and would differ little from 
the drafts now in use on banks, except being drawn on a 
known specie fund, and expressing on its face not only 
this, but its being receivable in the first instance for all 
public dues. It would possess the highest credit attainable 
in society. 

As a practical illustration of their probable utility and 


| convenience, even the drafts, though exposed to several 
| disadvantages which weuld not exist with the certificates, 


are near the par of specie, and furnish such facilities for 
large payments and distant remittances that the amount of 
them, on both banks and collecting officers, kept out unre- 
turned, has increased within a few months from the usual 
aggregate of about two millions to nearly four and a half 
millions. 

If the demand for such paper increased, public and pri- 


| vate convenience might be promoted, and an equal quantity 


for lands, the remote situation of the purchasers, the re- 


celvers, and the banks, has generally been such that fre- 
quent difficulties and changes in practice have occurred 
during the period while the United States Bank and its 
branches, as well as the State banks, were employed as 
depositories. 1 


so lung and so deeply interwoven with the business of the 


: . . . . . | 
country, It was very inconvenient entirely to avoid, and at | greatest security, an entire specie basis, and the unity of 


the same time occasionally dangerous to permit, taking the | 


bills of any State bank for lands ; and the receipt of such 
notes was obliged to be either so restricted as to prove of 
little convemence to the community, or a risk was incurred 
of many partial arrangements being made, and some ulti- 
mate injuries sustained by the Treasury. 

Under all these circumstances, the course least liable to 
strong objections appears te be for Congress to prescribe 


some specific regulations on the whole subject. 


| ested or injurious excesses. 


|! | of specie at the same time preserved in the country, by ro- 
duties on imports have been discharged in checks on the | 


serving for this purpose, from any accumulation in the 


| Treasury, a sufficient sum, and by placing it at a few im- 
its Own notes, and seldom in those of banks at any dis- | 


portant and convenient points, to render a greater number of 
certificates redeemable there with the very coin whose rep- 
resentative they are intended and honestly ought to be. 
All the advantages of these certificates could thus be 
furnished, by merely paying them cut to the public credit- 
or, when more desirable to him than specie. But no loans 
of them appear advisable, nor any bank incorporation, bank 


| officers, or bank machinery whatever, in connexion with 
in our mixed system of currency, and one | 


the subject. They would combine the most important re- 
quisites appertaining to any paper currency—such as the 


all issues in one body; while the control over these last, 
which it is so very desirable to preserve independent, would 
be placed and regulated by law so as to prevent any inter- 
The whole risk would be the 
loss by casualty or unfaithfulness of any of the specie that 
was held to redeem the paper, and which, as well as the 
expenses, would probably be in part remunerated by the 
loss of certificates before they are returned. If the residue 


of the expense shoul! constitute any considerable objection 
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to the system, it could be fully obviated by a moderate and 
fixed premium for the certificates, either when issued or 
redeemed. 

The common drafts of this Department, in their present 
convenient form, possess one advantage, which could some- 
times be imparted to the certificates. When used at places 
against which the balance of trade exists, but drawn on places 
in whose favor it is, the former do now, and may hereafter, 
not only facilitate essentially the domestic exchanges, but 
at the same time supersede numerous bank transfers, and 
the more expensive transportation of specie itself. 

The mint certificates, heretofore given on the deposite 
of bullion and specie for coinage, might easily be mude 
running to bearer or order, and receivable for all public 
dues ; and, in that way, would contribute to the same de- 
sirable ends. 

The present branches of the mint, if not numerous 
enough, nor situated at convenient places for the receipt of 
specie and bullion for this purpose, might be aided by two 
or three agencies, instead of more expensive new branches, 
at points favorable to the interests of the mint and of the 
community. 

It must be obvious that the paper of any bank will be 
less safe and useful in being received for public dues, in 
proportion as it may want such solid securities and founda- 
tions as the certificates before described. But if the notes 
of State banks are made receivable for such dues, under 
certain limitations like those which have been explained, 
the other most desirable guarantees for their safety, whether 
looking to any use of them by the General Government, 

. or to the durable interests of the States themselves, seem 
to be for the latter, first, to impose on the existing banks, 
so far as lawful, the checks mentioned in a subsequent part 
of this communication. They could next authorize very 
few banks hereafter, except those of mere discount and de- 
posite; and where the power of making paper issues to 
pass as money is added—a power so sovereign in its char- 
acter, and so indispensable to be vigilantly guarded, could 
require a large proportion of specie to the circulation and 
deposites to be kept on hand, and, in addition, have the 
faith and security of the State pledged to indemnify the 
community, as, in the case of the above-named certificates, 
would be pledged those of the General Government. 


pose, or by allowing no new banks hereafter, except State 
banks so organized, or by requiring State stocks to be 
owned by all the banks, and lodged in trust to the extent 


This | 
would greatly increase the caution and watchfulness of all | 
concerned, and could be done by special Jaws for that pur- | 
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necessary, with the specie on hand, to secure the imme- 
diate redemption of all the bills issued, and all the depos- | 


ites payable on demand. 
what now generally exists, would be, never to permit de- 
posites to be received, payable on demand in specie, (a 
practice so very dangerous to the bill-holders,) except in 
the case of special deposites kept for a moderate compen- 
sation. ‘The only other description of security which is 
likely to prove in any degree eflicient, seems to be of a 
’ g 
penal character, either by extending the provisions of a 
bankrupt law to all banks, as before suggested in respect 
to such as may be fiscal agents, or by all 
ors, public 
interest, but severe prosecutions against the directors after 
any deliberate omission by banks to discharge their duties 
in the manner provided in their charters and contracts. 
The paramount object in all such provisions should, of 
} ! ’ 


course, be to guard against abuses, and reform existing | 


evils, though, in some instances, the case may have be- 
come so desperate as to require even amputation to save 
life. 


to belong to the wisdom and sound diseretion of the sev- 


Every thing else concerning bank paper is supposed 


eral States, as they may prefer, from time to time, to create 
} Within the constitutional li 


and employ it. nitations, and 


Another kind of security beyond | 


»wing all deposit- i 
or private, and all bill-holders, not only a large | 
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as soon as deemed expedient by any of them, specie alone, 
or paper, or a mixed medium of both, as considered prefer. 
able by each for its own purposes, can be, if it be not now, 
established. At the same time, it is hoped and believe, 
that no wish exists in any quarter to prevent, but rather a 
deep and general anxiety, like that evinced by Congress, 
the Executive, and this Department, for some years past, 
to encourage the same sound currency for the uses of |), 
people and the States, as for the fiscal operations of |!) 
General Government. 


VUI. Some GENERAL CAUSES AND REMEDIES OF THE Pris 
ENT EMBARRASSMENTS. 


In conclusion, it is the intention of the undersigned not 
to advert to the chief causes of the recent calamities, ex. 
cept so far as they are connected with our financial con 
dition, and as appears necessary to indicate briefly a few 
remedies by means of general legislation. 

Without doubt one of these causes was the over-produ 
tion of cotton, coupled with the large and sudden deprecia 
tion of its price. 

The whole product, though before so great, had, wi'hin 
three years, been increased probably more than one hun 
dred miilions of pounds, so as to exceed in a single year 
the enormous quantity of five hundred and forty millions 
of pounds. The fall of price was such as, on that quanti. 
ty, would make a difference in its value of near forty mil 
lions of dollars. ‘he occurrence of this fall, however, wa 
at such a period of the year as not much to affect over hal! 
the last crop; but the violence of the shock, though thus 
lessened, still occasioned a loss to an appalling amount 
The fall was chiefly coiusequent from the over-production, | 
the abrapt withdrawal of foreign credit, combined with | 
some other circumstances which need not now be particu- 
larized. The over-production originated partly, like most | 
other excesses here, from an extraordinary extension o! 
credits and bank issues, and partly from keeping open th: 
sales of public lands to all persons, and at the former | 
prices, after other articles, including cotton and lands | 
suddenly risen much in their nominal value. Under ¢! 
tempting state of things those sales were exorbitantly ¢: 
larged, till they amounted to over twenty millions of acres 
in a year, when not more than three or four millions w« 
probably necessary ; and not so much had before been r 
quisite, annually, to meet the natural demands for nev 
public lands for raising cotton, and for all other kinds o! 
agricultural employment. But this excess in sales, so un 
expected and ruinous, can, it is believed, be averted he 
after, whenever they are likely to go beyond a, desirab! 
amount, by passing laws which shall confine them to act 
al settlers, or increase the price to others. The same meu 
ures, with other remedies hereafter suggested for sore oth 
existing evils, will help to correct futare excesses in the | 
duction of the great domestic staple of the Union. 

Another of the causes of the present embarrassments wa 
the unprecedented quantity of foreign goods imported. B 
stimulants to overtrading, such as very extended and ofte! 
renewed credits abroad, as well as at home, so treacherou 
in appearances of prosperity, those importations were dat i 
gerously swollen to the amount of almost two hundred 
lions of dollars a year, and thus constituted an excess ov 
our exports of about sixty millions, and involved the cou 
try in a foreign debt, merely commercial, whose bal!au 
against us, after all proper deductions for freights, prot 
and similar considerations, probably exceeded the aggregat: ' 
of thirty millions of dollars. 

That excess, so litte anticipated and so indisereet, th 
system of credit formerly in use, and better regulat: 
would have seasonably prevented, by requiring an eat! 
adjustment of balances, and, thus turning the foreign ¢* 
changes against us, would have stopped many extravagan 
both in trade and bank issues. 
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Bat, stimulated and unrestrained, as before described, it 
increased the duties some millions beyond what a prudent 
though prosperous state of trade was likely to produce, and, 
combined with some other causes, has overwhelmed the 
mercantile interest with many of those disasters under 
which it has suffered so severely the past season. From 
many of these, no just legislation can now afford much re- 
lief. Nor could any legislation heretofore have prevented 
severe revulsions from this source, except by imposing 
checks on inordinate credit and banking, as well as on sud- 
den, and large expansions and contractions in bank issues, 
and by that further reduction of the tariff which has been 
so strenuously urged fur two years past to be adopted, 
whenever our fiscal condition evinced that the whole of the 
accruing duties were not needed for public purposes. Be- 
cause the great surplus, forced into the T'reasury by the 
excesses in the sales of land, and in duties on imports, not 
being seasonably withdrawn, either by equivalent appropri- 
ations or further reductions in the current receipts through 
new laws or by investments, has undoubtedly contributed, 
through the loan of it while in deposite, to sustain in some 
degree, if not produce, the spirit of overtrading. That sur- 
plus was often deprecated; and the only sound legal pre- 
ventives still appear to this Department to be the measures 
before enumerated for preventing its accumulation. And 
after it had undesignedly happened, the wisest disposal of 
it was supposed to be, to expend it, as fast as useful, on 
proper objects of a public character; and, in the mean time, 





not to leave it in the deposite banks, but to invest it in State | 


stocks, as a provident fund, to remain both safely and prof- 
itably till wanted to aid in meeting current expenditures or 
extraordinary contingencies. 

The undersigned regrets that he was not so fortunate in 
sustaining his opinions concerning the transient and fluctu- 
ating character of the excesses in our revenue, as to have 
received the concurrence of Congress in relation to those 
cautionary provisions formerly recommended by him for 
meeting the revulsions, deficiencies, and contingencies, 
which he supposed incident to them, as well as to our 
financial system generally. He is, at the same time, aware 
that the deposite act, so far as it placed a part of the public 
money with the States for safe keeping, and the Treasury 
circular issued by the direction of the Executive, as to the 
kind of money receivable for public lands, were intended, 
among other things, to obviate a portion of the evils con- 
nected with those excesses. Nor does he entertain any 
doubt that they both contributed, at first, to awaken cau- 
tion among the more considerate, and to excite strong sus- 
picions, if not convictions, in prudent minds, as to the 
great extravagances of credit into which the community 
had rashly plunged. But after those megsures had accom- 
plished these and similar benefits with a portion of the com- 
munity, though others still felt justified in anticipating a 
continuance of surpluses and distributions, the subsequent 
influence of either the act or the circular, in checking the 
threatened mischiefs, is believed, in most cases, to have 
been overrated. The operations of the deposite act, in sup- 
plying deficiencies of revenue, by a recall from the States, 
however well intended, will probably prove very deficient. 
In some other respects they have, by first requiring to be 
speedily collected and subdivided among more numerous 
b inks from ten to fifteen millions of dollars, and then com- 
peliing, within the short period of nine months from the Ist 
of January last, another collection and transfer of nearly 
forty millions more, and much of it from the merchants, 
and to places not situated in the usual channels of trade or 
of large fiscal operations, unquestionably aggravated many 
of the distresses which had their principal origin in other 
causes. ‘Those operations necessarily aided .to produce 
the derangement that occurred in the domestic exchanges, 
and imposed a task upon the banks unprecedented for its 
anount and difficulty. By converting suddenly into de- 
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mands for specie very large sums, most of which were be- 
fore mere credits, they also hastened, if not increased, the 
loss of confidence in banks, that has since so widely im- 
paired their character and usefulness. 

Another, and the last general cause of the present embar- 
rassments which will be noticed as having much connex- 
ion with our financial affairs, has been an unnecessary and 
injudicious increase of bank capital, discounts, and issues. 
A similar increase, however this may have been influenced 
by the large temporary deposites of public money made 
with banks and States, and by the causes before alluded to, 
has happened in some foreign countries, as well as here, 
during the same period, from other great commercial and 
monetary impulses, that are permanently connected with 
all paper systems not founded entirely on specie. These 
impulses have operated in some measure independently of 
several transient and local causes, whose effects have by 
many been inuch exaggerated. It is probable that they never 
can be properly controlled under such a system of expansive 
credit, while the individual directors of much of that credit 
have so little separate legislative restraint placed over their 
conduct, and have private interests at stake, which, in pur- 
suit of immediate and large profits, must usually possess a 
strength so superior to that of any sense of general duty to 
consult the public security. 

The amount of circulation which existed in the early part 
of the last year, had increased thirty millions or forty mil- 
lions of dollars in only three years. It continued to ex- 
pand fur some months afterwards, and in the last annual re- 
| port was considered likely to prove ruinous to steady 

prices; to surround with danger every species of sound 
trade ; and not to be susceptible of that reduction to proper 





| dimensions which was necessary, and soon inevitable, 


without probably producing some of the wide-spread suf- 
ferings which hawe since happened. The constitutional 
power of the General Government to check such evils, ex- 
cept as before indicated, and incidentally, through the kind 
of money it can and should permit to be employed in its 
revenues and expenditures, is apprehended to be limited. 
Through the latter, it may usefully discourage, as of late 
years has been attempted by Congress as well as the Exec- 
utive, the dangerous issues of small bills, and, indeed, pa- 
per emissions of any kind, which are not ‘* paid on demand 
in gold or silver coin at the place where issued, and shail 
not be equivalent to specie at the place where offered, and 
convertible into gold or silver upon the spot, at the will of 
the holder, and without delay or loss to him.” For the 
like purpose, it may likewise continue inflexibly to coun- 
| tenance for smaller payments, and in the business of soci- 
ety not particularly commercial, a metallic curreney ; which 
is not liable, like bank paper, to sudden fluctuations and 
great losses. A further wise step would doubtless be, to 
refrain to make, by its own acts, any addition to the amount 
of bank capital, already too great; and to rely on bank pa- 
per as little as practicable, when authorized in the improv- 
ident manner which has often prevailed, and exhibited so 
much feebleness and insecurity, as well as produced so 
many inconveniences and losses. 

It appears to the undersigned that all beyond this which 
can be beneficially accomplished, in connexion with the 
last cause of the present embarrassments, and without an 
alteration in the constitution conferring on the General 
Government direct authority over every kind of banking, 
must be effected through the State Legislatures, and the 
commercial habits of the community. Much improvement 
can, doubtless, be introduced, if the Legislatures will im- 
pose those additional regulations, restraints, and securities, 
which have been before enumerated. Much more will also 
follow, and substantial relief be afforded to the people at 
large, if, in addition to the other measures recommended, 
jndividuals will exercise the wisdom to place a greater 
reliance on real capital, active industry, frugality, and 
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wll sgqreanited viel hen on that inflated oyeern ‘which 
of late has contemporaneously prevailed to such ruinous 
extent, both in this and some other countries—a system 
which has been encouraged by some persons, under the de- 
lusive idea that there was no overtrading of any kind, till 
a revulsion has occurred almost without a parallel, and has 
given to commerce and credit a blow whose destructive 
effects it may require years fully to repair. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. James K. Potx, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





List of documents annexed to the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 
A. Letter to the collector at New York, from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, concerning the postponement of bonds 
for duties. 


B. Instructions from the Solicitor of the Treasury, on the 
same subject. 

C. Memorial from merchants of New York to the Presi- 

dent. 

D. Memorial from Chamber of Commerce of Boston to the | 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

E. Memorial from the Chamber of Commerce of New 
Orleans. 

F. 1. Reply from the Secretary of the Treasury to the | 


Chamber of Commerce of Boston. 
F. 2. Letter to collector of New York as to receipt of 
bank notes. 
F. 2: — from committee of Chamber of Commerce of 
New York, requesting extension of a year on pay- 
anneats of daties. 
G. Letter to the Executives of the States, with the post- | 


script as to the return of the transfers in case of | 


non-payment by the banks. 

H. 1. Circular letter from the ‘Treasury Department as to 
the receipt and transmission, by mail, of bank 
notes in 1789. 

H. 2. Extract from report of April 22, 1790, upon col- 
lection law. 

I. First circular to the deposite banks, discontinuing those 
which had ceased to pay specie for their notes. 

K. List of those thus discontinued. 

L. List of present depogite banks under the deposite act. 

M. 1. First circular to collectors, directing them not to 
place money in general deposite in banks which 
have stopped specie payments. 

M. 2. Circular to receivers of public money on the same 
subject. 

N. Second circular to them to deposite specially when 
they have on hand over a certain amount. 

O. Extract from Treasury report in 1790, as to a new 
class of officers to keep and transfer the public 
money. 

P. Table of Treasury warrants payable in each State 
in 1834. 

Q. Comparative condition of deposite banks in certain par- 
ticulars in November, 1836, and in March, May, 
July, and August, 1837. 

R. State of the accounts of the former and present deposite 
banks with the Treasurer of the United States. 

Circular as to deposites by disbursing officers, by order 
of the President. 

T. Circular instructions to collectors and receivers, to ac- 
cept Treasury drafts in certain cases 

U. Condition of each of the furmer deposite banks at the 
last returns. 


V. Last circular to banks, on the subject of resuming | 


specie payments. 
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Treasury Derantment, May 8, 1837. 


Sir: I have been directed by the President of the Uni- 
ted States to communicate to you the views of this Depart- 
ment in relation to the request recently made to him hy a 
committee appointed at a respectable meeting held in the 
city of New York. ‘The request was, ‘that instructions 
may be given to prevent the commencing of suits in any 
of the collection districts upon unpaid bonds, until after 
the first day of January next.’ 

With every disposition on the part of the President and 
this Department to gratify any wishes of the mercantile 
portion of the community, and with a deep solicitude to 
alleviate, as far as possible, the pressure which exists in 
their pecuniary affairs, it is to be regretted that instructions 
cannot be given for so protracted a delay, and in so general 
@ manner, without a departure from long-established 
usage, and great inconvenience to both the merchants and 
the Treasury. 

By the act of Congress of the 2d March, 1799, it is pro- 
vided that ‘*where any bond for the payment of duties 
shall not be satisfied on the day it may become due, the 
collector shall, forthwith and without delay, cause a pro- 
| secution to be commenced for the recovery of the money 
| thereon, by action or suit at law.” 
| No authority or discretionary power is introsted express- 
| ly to the President or this Department to dispense with 
this imperative direction, given by Congress to the collect- 
| ors of the customs. The general practice has been op- 
| posed to the existence or exercise of any legal authority, 
| except in Congress, to grant delay in the payment of such 
| bonds, until after an action is instituted or judgment is 
| confessed. After a suit has been brought, the collector's 
| duty has been considered as fulfilled, and this Department, 

through its proper agents, has in such cases, and in that 
stage of the proceedings, deemed it lawful to direct some 
| delay to be granted by the district attorney on certain 
terms. 

No statute forbids such a course, and if a payment in 
| part is then made, or additional security furnished in cases 
| where great hardship, embarrassment, or insolvency is 
| shown to exist, and the application is made in consequence 
of some of those eircumstances, indulgence has frequently 
been given. 

But the power of permitting some indulgence before an 
action is commenced is supposed by the Attorney General 
and the Solicitor of the Treasury to belong to the latter 
| officer, under the act of Congress of 29th May, 1830; and 
in times and cases like the present, when the most favor- 
able construction which is legal should be followed, this 
Department is disposed, in conformity with the advice and 
opinion of these law officers, to sanction a delay by him 
| under like circumstances, and to a like extent, before suit 

as afterwards. Upon the occurrence, therefore, of cases of 
the character previously described, whether before suit or 
after, and whether at your port or elsewhere, similar in- 
dulgences on similar terms could, and undoubtedly would, 
be allowed with pleasure, on seasonable application in each 
case, and the extent of the delay being regulated by the 
facts of each case, and the existing and probable wants of 
the Treasury at the time it shall be presented. 

But shou!d applications of this kind become numerous, 
and extend to several bonds very large in amount, difficul- 
ties, unfortunately, would arise, under the existing laws 
and present state of the Treasury, not only to the parties, 
but to the public, in postponing payment for any consid- 
erable period. In the first place, all parties and sureties 

j; upon bonds unpaid after due are expressly disabled by the 
| 62d section of the act before referred to from having credit 
upon any other duty bonds. The language is, ‘* No per- 
son whose bond has been received, either as principal or 























surety, for the payment of duties, or for whom any bond 
has been given by an agent, factor, or other person, in 
pursuance of the provisions herein contained, and which 
bond may be due and unsatisfied, shall be allowed a future 
credit for duties until such bond be fully paid or discharg- 
ed.” Inthe next place, the condition of the Treasury during 
the remainder cf the year will probably be such, whether 
looking to the estimates submitted by this Department to 
Congress at the commencement of its session in December 
last, or to the actual state of things at this time, as to cre- 
ate serious inconvenience and embarrassment to the public 
interests in meeting the public engagements, should the 
payment of all the duty bonds outstanding in the United 
States, and amounting to several millions of dollars, be 
postponed in their collection, either before or after suit, 
until the time requested by the committee. 

This will be very manifest from the following data : 
The aggregate receipts into the Treasury during the year 
1837 having been estimated in the last annual report at 
$24,090,000, and the appropriations asked for by the re- 
spective Departments, with the usual anticipated contin- 
gent, having amounted to about $27,000,000, it was then 
suggested that this would require the expenditure not only 
of all the estimated accruing receipts, but near three millions 
of the five reserved on the Ist of January, 1837, for dis- 
tribution among the States. Congress, however, in the 
course of the session, appropriated not only those three 


tnillions of excess, but over five millions in addition; ma- | 


king an aggregate of more than thirty-two millions: and 
by this means a charge was imposed on the Treasury to 
the extent of eight or nine millions beyond the estimated 
receipts during the year. 

The expectation of a recurrence of an extraordinary ex- 
cess of revenue during the present year, which may have 
been contemplated by some, and have formed the ground 
on which so large appropriations were made, was never 
entertained by this Department; nor does any such ex- 
pectation, judging from the receipts of the first quarter 
and the first month of the second quarter of the present 
year, seem likely to.be verified. 


ed appropriations will remain at the close of the present 
year as did at the close of the last, (though in ordinary 
times they are generally reduced eight millions lower, and, 
should they become so, would increase the deficiency to 
that extent, ) the postponement of the payment of any con- 
siderable amount of bonds to the Ist of January next would 
make a deficiency in the means of the Treasury highly 
probable. To postpone the payment of the many millions 
falling due at all the ports in the United States, would 
render this deficiency inevitable. 

Comparing the present condition of the country with a 
lormer period of similar revulsion in trade, when, in 1819, 
irom causes somewhat analogous, the mercantile interests 
were exposed to a pressure so very general and severe, the 


likelihood seems equally strong in tavor of a rapid reduc- | 


tion in the revenue. 


The foregoing remarks wili explain some of the practical | 


difficulties to be encountered in meeting the wishes ex- 
pressed by the committee for the long postponement of the 
payment of duty bonds, whether granted before or after 
suit, and whether in view of the consequences to the mer- 
chants or to the ‘T'reasury and the public. But indulgence 
for thirty, sixty, and ninety days, not extending beyond 
the lst of September, or about the time for arranging 
the payment of the last instalment of deposite with the 


der the customary terms and circumstances as before ex- 

plained, should any parties desire it. But what forbear- 

ance the situation of the Treasury may justify in this re- 

spect, at any future day, cannot now be foreseen with 

much accuracy. The payment, within so short a period 
Vou. XIV.—A 4 


On the contrary, as- | nected with the great commerce of your port of the deep 


suming the hypothesis. that a similar amount of unexpend- | 
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as nine months, of such a vast amount to the States as 
near thirty-eight millions, and which is mostly to be col- 
lected through the deposite banks from the mercantile por- 
tion of the country, increases the pressure from other causes 
on both the banks and the community, and creates a pros- 
pect that the revenue accruing for the rest of the year will 
much decline, and will generally be, as has been the case 
in April, less than the current expenditures. 

Hence the amount in the Treasury at this time being 
only about six millions more than is required to be paid to 
the States, the progress of events may compel a recourse 
to such other measures as the existing laws authorize for 
meeting one of those great crises or fluctuations in trade, 
by which, as well as by other contingencies, our present 
sources of revenue, from their intimate dependance upon 
them, are so suddenly and so largely influenced, and for 
which it has been the anxious wish of this Department for 
two years past that Congress would effectually provide. 

How far the powers of the Department, under the de- 
posite and other acts, are now adequate to this end, need 
not be considered until a necessity to resort to them shall 
become imperative. But, at all events, it is manifest that 
the present, as well as probably the future condition of the 
Treasury must be so doubtful, if not straitened, as to pre- 
vent it from affording so much incidental or direct aid to 
the mercantile interest, either individually or through the 
deposite banks, as it would be highly gratifying to this 
Department to be able to extend. More especially would it 
be gratified to do this, while their interests are suffering un- 
der the present severe pressure—a pressure regretted by 
me as deeply as by any one, and the near and probable 


approach, as well as principal causes of which, according 
' 


to my views of the subject, I felt compelled, from a sense 
of public duty, however disagreeable the task, to point out 
in detail in the last annual report, so fully as to render a 
repetition of them on this occasion unnecessary as well as 
painful. 

This Department cannot close the present communica- 
tion without requesting you to assure the individuals con- 


sympathy felt here on account of its embarrassments ; of 
the willingness cherished at this time, as on former occa- 


sions, to extend to it every species of relief and indulgence 
| in the power of the Treasury, consistent with the laws and 


the public duties intrusted to its charge; and of the en- 
tire conviction entertained, that the high moral character 
and honorable feelings of the merchants will not only carry 
them through the trials of adverse fortune with their usual 
scrupulous respect for the laws and the constituted author- 
ities of their country, but, by the aid of their accustomed 
energy, enterprise, and indefatigable industry, will ere long 
relieve them from most of the sufferings occasioned by 
those disasters which have occurred so unexpectedly to 
some and so injuriously to many. 
Respectfully, yours, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Samvet Swartwovt, Esq. 
Collector at New York. 


P. S. You are requested to give immediate publicity 


| to the above communication. 


B. 


{CIRCULAR. | 


| From the Solicitor of the Treasury to the U. S. attorneys. 
States, could doubtless be granted in special cases, un- | 


Orrice or Soxricrror oF THE TREASURY, 
May 15, 1837. 
Str: You will perceive by the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury to the collector of the port of New York, un- 
der date of the 8th instant, that the Treasury Department, 
desiring, in concurrence with the views of the President, 
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to give all the relief to the mercantile community, under 
its present state of general embarrassment, which is author- 
ized by law, and permitted by official obligation, has de- 





collection of duty bonds. 

The 5th section of the act of May 29, 1830, entitled 
‘* An act to provide for the appointment of a Solicitor of | 
the Treasury,” gives power to that officer ‘‘to instruct | 
distriet attorneys in all matters and proceedings appertain- 
ing to suits in which the United States is a party or inter- | 
ested.”” This power has often, on application to this of- 


vency, been exercised, to give time for payment, after the 
institution of suit, on condition of further security being | 
furnished to the satisfaction of the district attorney. A | 
temporary indulgence on this, or other conditions, has fre- 
quently made ultimate payment secure, when a rigorous 
enforcement of the law would have resulted in the ruin of 
the debtor and loss of the debt. But indulgence has never | 
heretofore (except on occasion of the great fire in New 
York, when Congress was in session, and had the subject | 
of relief under consideration) been extended before suit 
commenced ; but, under the opinion of this office, with the 
sanction of the Attorney General, the collector of New 


York has been informed by the Secretary of the Treasury | ing them, possessed by you, or which you can collect. 


that the power exists to grant delay before suit, and will | 

now be extended in appropriate cases. 
The present general embarrassment of the money con- | 

cerns of the commercial cities has also been deemed by the 


} 
. . - ™ e { 
fice, in cases of great hardship, embarrassment, or insol- | 


| this letter of instructions. 








it, to obtain payment in part, and to stipulate for the resi- 
due in instalments of thirty, sixty, or ninety days; or, if 


| 
no part can be obtained in cash, then the whole amount to 
termined, in certain cases, to suspend for a short time the | 
| 


be paid in instalments of thirty, sixty, and ninety days. 
More especially should this be required where no additional 
security is given. 

It is desirable, for the convenience of parties applying 
for indulgence, that they should, in proper cases, obtain it 
without the delay, trouble, and expense of applying to this 
office. It is, moreover, obvious that the Solicitor of the 
Treasury, acting through the district attorneys who reside 
in the same place with the applicants, and have a personal 
acquaintance with them, and a knowledge of their charac- 
ter and circumstances, may exercise the power for their re- 
lief, incident to his office, more judiciously than in person 
at Washington. The requisite authority, and the general 
regulations for its exercise, are, therefore, given you by 
But, although it is highly desi- 
rable and expedient that cases of relief should be acted on 
and decided at once in the places where they originate, yet 
important cases, not coming within those regulations, 0: 
the circumstances of which, from their peculiarity, shall, 
in your judgment, require it, may be referred to this office, 
with a detailed report of all the facts and information affect- 


You will, as heretofore, make your regular report of bends, 


| transmitted to you by the collector of the customs for suit, 


President and Secretary of the Treasury a suitable occa- | 
sion for an extraordinary exercise of the power of instruc- | 


tion to Cistrict attorneys, vested in this office by the act of 
Congress above mentioned, by giving it beforehand, and 
leaving to them its special application on the general terms 
and principles laid down by this office. 
as the applications for relief will probably be numerous, 
thought proper to point out for your government the terms 
and conditions on which, in the exercise of a sound dis- 
cretion, after obtaining in each case all the information in 
your power, you may postpone the institution of suit. 


Ist. You will require that the assent of sureties, in filled, you will immediately, without further instructions, 


writing, to the indulgence desired, be filed in your office. 

2dly. The 65th section of the general collection law of 
March 2, 1799, entitled ** An act to regulate the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage,” provides that ‘en all 
bonds, upon which suits shall be commenced, an interest 
shall be allowed, at the rate of six per cent. per annum, 
from the time when said bonds become due until the pay- 


as prescribed in the first regulation for the observance of dis- 
trict attorneys, in my circular of the 27th July, 1830; and 
under the head of ‘‘remarks,” if a suspension of suit be 
granted, you will state the circumstances and conditions 
of the suspension, and the nature and amount of the secu- 
rity given, the evidences of which you will retain in your 


| possession. 


I have, therefore, | 


In case of application for indulgence being made before the 


| bonds become due, you may make use of the same forms of 


| the suspension of svit is granted. 


return as in case of suit, leaving such heads L/ank as are 
not applicable, and making the report immediately afier 
Should any of the con- 


| ditions on which indulgence has heen granted not be ful 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 





ment thereof.” You will require, therefore, the agreement | 


of all the parties to bonds on which suits shall be postpo- | 


ned, to pay the same interest as if suit were instituted. 
3dly. You will in no case, without further orders, grant 





a suspension of suit beyond the Ist day of October next ; | 


before which period, Congress will have an opportunity of 
making such provisions as they may think proper. 

4thly. You will, in all cases, request additional security. 
If this cannot be given, you will require a judgment by 
confession, as a condition of such stay of execution as you 
may deem expedient and proper, not to extend beyond the 
time above allowed for the suspension of suit. 

5thly. It must be a condition, in all cases, that a forfei- 
ture of all the benefits of the indulgence granted shall be 


incurred, whenever any one of the terms of that indulgence 
shall not have been complied with. 


| 


It is not intended by the third regulation that the post- | 


ponement of suit should, in all cases, be made until the Ist 
October next. On the contrary, you will take care that, 
in the exercise of the discretion respecting postponement of 
payment and suit, conferred on you by this letter, no in- 
dalgence be granted, where the parties, in your judgment, 
are able to pay without serious sacrifices. It is, moreover, 
desirable, where the parties have it in their power to make 


institute such legal proceedings as the case may call for, 
and make report thereof to this office. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
V. MAXCY, 
Solicitor of the Treasury 
To ——_———-,, Esq, 
U. S. Attorney for the district of —-——. 


Cc. 

To Martin Vaw Buren, 

President of the United States. 

Sin: We have the honor of informing you that a very 
numerous meeting of the merchants of New York was 
held on the 25th of April, for the purpose of consider- 
ing the present distressed condition of the city, and delib- 
erating upon the means of relief. It was called by more 
than three hundred firms, and was attended by a large 
proportion of those merchants whe are connected with the 
internal trade of the country, and who have an especial and 
direct interest in the state of domestic exchanges. 

A committee was appointed to repair to Washington, 
and remonstrate with the Executive against the continu- 
ance of the specie circular, and to urge its immediate re- 
peal; also, to ask that instructions may be given to pre- 


| vent the commencing of suit’, in any of the collection dis- 


tricts, upon unpaid bonds, until after the Ist day of Janu- 
ary next, and to urge upon the Executive the propriety 
of calling an extra session of Congress at as early a duy 29 
possible. 

In obedience, sir, to these instructions, we present our 
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selves before you, and ask your deep and solemn attention 
to the unhappy condition of that city which has hitherto 
been the promoter and the index of our national prosperi- 
ty, and whose fall will include the ruin of thousands in 
every region of our territory. We do not tell a fictitious 
tale of wo, we have no selfish or partisan views to sustain, 
when we assure you that the noble city which we repre- 
sent lies prostrate in despair, its credit blighted, its indus- 
try paralyzed, and without a hope beaming through the 
darkness of the future, unless the Government of our coun- 
try can be induced to relinquish the measures to which we 
attribute our distress. We fully appreciate-the respect 
which is due to our Chief Magistrate, and disclaim every 
intention inconsistent with that feeling; but we speak in 
behalf of a community which trembles upon the brink of 
ruin, which deems itself an adequate judge of all questions 
connected with the trade and currency of the country, and 
believes that the policy adopted by the recent administra- 
tion, and sustained by the present, is founded in error, 
and threatens the destruction of every department of in- 
dustry. 


Our merchants, manufacturers, and mechanics, have | 


repeatedly predicted the fatal issue of that policy. ‘* What 
was prophecy has now become history ;” and the reality 
far exceeds our most gloomy anticipations. 
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Under a deep | 


impression of the propriety of confining our declarations | 


within moderate limits, we affirm that the value of our real 
estate has, within the last six months, depreciated more 
than forty millions; that, within the last two months, 
there have been more than two hundred and fifty failures 
of houses engaged in extensive business; that, within the 


same period, a decline of twenty millions of dollars has oc- | 


curred in our local stocks, including those railroad and 
canal incorporations which, though chartered in other 
States, depend upon New York for the sale ; that the im- 
mense amount of merchandise in our warehouses has, with- 
in the same period, fallen in value at least thirty per cent. ; 
that, within a few weeks, not less than twenty thousand 
individuals, depending upon their daily labor for their daily 
bread, have been discharged by their employers, because 
the means of retaining them were exhausted ; and that a 
complete blight has fallen upon a community heretofore so 
active, enterprising, and prosperous. The error of our 
rulers has produced a wider desolation than the pestilence 
which depopulated our streets, or the conflagration which 
laid them in ashes. 

We believe that it is unjust to attribute these evils to 
any exc"ssive development of mercantile enterprise, and 
that they really flow from that unwise system which aimed 
at the substitution of a metallic for a paper currency—the 
system which gave the first shock to the fabric of our com- 
mercial prosperity, by removing the public deposites from 
the United States Bank, which weakened every part of the 
editice by the destruction of that useful and efficient insti- 
tution, and now threatens to crumble it into a mass of 
ruins, under the operations of the specie circular, which 
withdrew the gold and silver of the country fro:o the chan- 
nels in which it could be profitably employed. We assert 
that the experiment has had a fair, a liberal trial, and that 
disappointment and mischief are visible in all its results ; 
that the promise of a regulated currency and equalized ex- 
changes has been broken, the currency totally disordered, 
and internal exchanges, almost entirely discontinued. We 
therefore mvke our earnest appeal to the Executive, and 
ask whether it is not time to interpose the paternal author- 
ity of the Government, and abandon the policy which is 
beggaring the people? 

Amid all the distress of our condition, we have been 
gratified by a view of the generous and forbearing spirit 
which has almost invariably marked the conduct of the 
creditor towards the debtor. A general disposition has 
been manifested io indulge the debtor with ample time for 
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the arrangement of his business and the collection of his 
debts; and we would respectfully suggest the example for 
the imitation of the Government. ‘The embarrassment and 
distress of the merchants would be more readily relieved by 
the suspending of suits upon unpaid bonds until a future 
day, when the wisdem of Congress may grant some meas- 
ure of relief. 

Feeling, as we do, that we have reached a crisis which 
requires the exercise of all the wisdom and energy of the 
country to heal the wounds which have been inflicted upon 
its commerce and productive industry, we would respect- 
fully and earnestly urge upon the Executive the propriety 
of calling an extra session of Congress, to deliberate upon 
the unprecedented and alarming embarrassments in which 
we are involved. The members, coming directly from 
their constituents, will have had the opportunity of know- 
ing and appreciating the extent of the distress which exists ; 
and we are convinced that their collected opinions will fully 


| sustain those which we have expressed, and their testimony 


indicate an amount of suffering of which we cannot believe 
that you, sir, have heretofore been aware. 

We persuade ourselves that the representations which 
we have given of the actual condition of our affairs will 
induce you to doubt the expediency of the policy which has 
been recently pursued; and we trust to your intelligence 
for such a change of measures as will revive the hopes and 
stimulate the energies of the merchants of New York. 

ISAAC 8S. HONE, 
JAMES W. BRYAN, 
BENJAMIN LODER, 
ALEX. B. McALPIN, 
JOHN A. UNDERWOOD. 
THOMAS TILESTON, 
MEIGS D. BENJAMIN, 
ELISHA LEWIS, 
SIMEON DRAPER, Jr. 
Wasninetox, May 3, 1837, 


D. 


The subscribers, under the direction of a meeting of the 
Boston Chamber of Commerce, respectfully represent to 
the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, that much difficulty 
will arise here from the requisition, which they understand 
has been made, that all dues to the Treasury shall be paid 
in specie. 

The suspension of specie payment is now universal in 
this city, and it is impossible to procure the amount ne- 
cessary for the payment of custom-house bonds. If the 
requisition be made, there is no course left to the merchants 
but to submit to a suit, and its upleasant consequences. 

It is evident that specie for the large amounts daily fall 
ing due on custom-house bonds, throughout the country, 
cannot be procured on any terms. The refusal of specie 
for bonds is not, therefore, in the least, a matter of choice ; 
the payment is utterly impossible. f 

If, then, no alteration be made in present instructions, 
the suits now just commencing will eventually extend to 
the commercial community throughout the country; inca- 


| pacitating them from further entries or importations, and 


seriously embarrassing the financial operations of the Gov- 
ernment. If this be so, it is merely a matter of time, with 
rezard to the required alterations; sooner or later they will 
become indispensable; if made now, much distress will be 
prevented. 

Even were it otherwise, there are, it appears to the 
chamber, sufficient reasons why specie payments should 
not now be required by the Government. It is a matter 
of notoriety that specie payment of the indemnity lately re- 
ceived by the Government has been refused to the claimants 
by the agents of Government ; and further, that specie pay - 
ment of debenture certificates is now refused at the cus- 
tom-houss, at the very moment when specie payment is 
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demanded for bonds. The extreme hardship and injustice 
of the demand and the refusal, at the same moment, cannot 
require comment. 
Under these circumstances, they cheerfully request such 
a modification of the requisitions of the Government as may 
consist with justice and the ability of the community. To 
this purpose, a withdrawal of the specie instructions recent- 
ly issued to the collector of this port, leaving him and the 
merchants to devise, in good faith, the means of adjusting | 
the claims of the Government with the mercantile commu- 
nity, would, perhaps, be entirely sufficient. A course like 
this has been adopted on a former occasion, and seems to 
be the only one now practicable. 
WM. STUPGIS, 
President Boston Chamber of Commerce. 
Tuos. W. Watss, rs . 
Ros’r G. Suaw. : Vice Presidents. 
G. M. Tuarcuer, Secretary. 


E. 
New Orcveans Caamper or Commences, 
New Orleans, May 25, 1837. 

Sir: [have the honor to transmit to you, enclosed, a 
copy of the procedings of the Chamber of Commerce of 
New Orleans, in relation to the deranged condition of the 
currency, and the impractibility resulting therefrom to con- 
form strictly with the requisitions of the law and orders 
emanating from your Department. 

I beg leave most respectfully to call your attention to said | 
proceedings, with the hope that some measures may be de- | 
vised tu obviate existing difficulties. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great consideration and 
respect, your obedient servant, 

SAM. J. 





PETERS, 
President. 
To the Hon, Secrnerary or THE TReEasuRY, 
of the United States, Washington city. 





New Orveans Cuoamper or ComMERCE, 
Saturday, May 20, 1837. 
At a special meeting of the chamber held this day, the 
following preamble and resolutions were adopted, with only | 
one dissenting voice : 
Whereas, the collector of the custom-house of this dis- | 
trict, in virtue of instructions from Washington, requires 
specie, or notes of specie-paying banks which are at par, 
in payment of all duty bonds : and whereas it is well known 
that nearly all the banks of this city, including the deposite | 
banks, have lately suspended specie payments; and that | 
the notes of the few banks which have continued to redeem 
their circulation in specie are not re-issued, and therefore 
cannot be obtained, whilst the same banks refuse to pay 
their deposites in specie : 


In consequence of which, it 1s impossible that the requi- | 


sition of the collector can be complied with 
be it resolved— 


Therefore, 


Ist. That, in the opinion of this chamber, the existing | 
revenue laws, which it is now attempted strictly to enforce, 
were passed by Congress under circumstances very essen- | 


tially differing from those which at present prevail; and 
that a revison of the same by Congress has become indis- 
pensable. 

2d. That, in the opinion ef this chamber, it is highly 
expedient that Congress should be called at as early a period 
as may be practicable, with a view to take into considera- 
tion the currency of the country, and the revision of tlie 
revenue laws, so as to reconcile them with the present state 
of things, and to render them susceptible of being executed. 

3d. That the payment of duty bonds in gold and silver, 
under existing circumstances, is utterly impracticable ; and 
if the collector cannot receive in payinent thereof the notes 
of our local banks, said bonds must necessarily remain un- 
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paid until the action of Congress with regard to the same 
be ascertained. 

4th. That any attempt on the part of the Government 
to enforce the collection of custom-house bonds in gold and 
silver, will be attended with serious suffering and distress 
inasmuch as the sale of property by the marshal of the Uni- 
ted States cannot be effected, for specie, without the most 
cruel and unnecessary sacrifices. 

5th. That it the Government persists in the collection of 
duty bonds in gold and silver, when the same is not to be 
procured ; and in the event of its finding attorneys and ju- 
rors willing to assist in rigorous prosecutions, it is the opin- 


| ion of this chamber that these measures may gradually lead 


the country into scenes of disorder, violence, and resistance 

to the laws, which are seriously to be deprecated, and which 

the Government ought to avoid. 
6th. That the President of this chamber be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to the President of the 

United States and the Secretary of the Treasury. 

A true copy from the minutes: as witness my 
hand and seal of the chamber, this 24th day 
of May, 1837. 

GEO. W. WHITE, Secretary 
ee P 

Treasury Devantruent, May 21, 1837. 
GentLtemeN: Your communication, in behalf of the 

Chamber of Commerce in Boston, concerning the payment 

of duties, was received at this Department to-day. Though 

without date, it is presumed to have been written before the 
receipt in your city of the proclamation of the President 
calling a special and early session of Congress, and of th 


[sEAL. | 


| circulars, letters, and notices of this Department, recently 


published, concerning custom-house bonds. Copies of 


| these are, therefore, annexed, (numbered | to 7,) and to 


which I beg leave to refer for several explanations on some 
of the topics contained in your memorial. 
In addition to those explanations, but few other remarks 


| are supposed to be necessary to put the Chamber of Com 


merce in full possession of the views of the undersigned, in 
Tespect to your request, and, it is hoped, to satisfy you that 
every thing has been done, and will continue to be done 


here, for relief to the merchants in the present distressing 


emergency, which the laws sanction and my limited autho 
rity permits. ; 

One of the earliest acts passed by the first Congress con ; 
vened under the present constitution of the United State : 
was that of July 3lst, 1789, expressly requiring all duties ; 
to be ** received in gold and silver only,” and which pri : 
vision has been virtually continued in subsequent laws 
The circular of this Department from whose operation you t 
ask to be exempted, is only a repetition or an affirmance 
of that act, except it contains a mitigation, justified hy « 
long and liberal construction, which authorizes an equi: } 
lent for specie to be also received. 

Under that construction, anxious as the Department hus 
been, and still is, to extend every indulgence to those co) 
nected with it, which is not inconsistent with law and pul 
lic duty, it sanctioned the receipt of the notes of specic- 
paying banks instead of specie for customs, and all the 
drafts or checks of the Treasury, not paid to the satisfa: 
tion of the holders by the banks on which they are drawn 
Debenture bonds are likewise receivable in payment of du 
ties; and, whenever doubt has arisen on that point, e. 
press instructions have been given to take then». 

Beyond these alleviations, the Department has yet been 
unable to discover any legal authority which it possesses, 
or is able to delegate to others, to receive substitutes lor 
the specie, which is imperatively required by law in pay 
ment of duties. On the contrary, by a reference to the 
various acts of Congress bearing on this subject, it will be 
manifest that if the Department, under the influence ct 
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sympathy, rather than of official obligations, should allow 
any thing not equivalent to specie to be received for duties, 
it would violate the letter of the original law on this sub- 
ject, and the invariable practice under it, with one brief 
and occasional exception, which existed only in certain 
sections of the country, about twenty years since, and 
commenced during invasion and war. It would also act 
in conflict with both the letter and spirit of the joint reso- 
lution of Congress, afterwards passed in April, 1815, for 
the avowed purpose of preventing any longer or future 
deviation from the act of 1789. 

If, in a period of profound peace, and in many respects 
of great prosperity, the President and the undersigned, as 
mere executive officers, jealously restricted by the consti- 
tution and by statutes, should proceed to dispense with 
these laws, without previous permission from Congress, it 
might certainly be considered one of those unwarranted 
usurpations of power, so boldly and cogently denounced 
by our forefathers; and, without doubt, we should next, 
and on similar grounds, be requested to extend a like in- 
dulgence to all debtors of the Government, whether indi- 
viduals or banks, and to all the purchasers of the public 
lands, though these last are likewise required by statute to 


be paid for in ‘* specie, or in evidences of the public debt | 
Any such disregard of those im- | 


of the United States.” 
perative requisitions would lead to other consequences al- 


most equally alarming and deplorable, as it would amount | 


to the receipt for duties of what was less valuable to the 
community and to the Government than what the acts of 
Congress expressly direct. 

In this way, without legal authority, the interests of the 
United States would further be injuriously relinquished 
and compromised, by virtually allowing a diminution of 
the whole tariff of duties, and all the incidental benefits 
anticipated from it, to any of the great branches of indus- 
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you may rest assured that the failure to do it has not 
arisen from any direction to that effect by the Treasury ; 
but, on the contrary, that express orders have been given 
to meet both with specie when demanded ; and, if not done, 
the failure has occurred, and will continue, only in con- 
sequence of the regretted omission of the merchants them- 
selves promptly to discharge their bonds in specie, and of 
a like omission on the part of the banks (through the mis- 
fortunes or advice of many of their customers) not to con- 
tinue to discharge their obligations in the manner provid- 
ed by law and their agreements with the Treasury. One 
great and paramount object, therefore, in requiring that 
the public dues should continue to be paid to the United 
States in a legal manner, is, to enable the Department, in 
this emergency, faithfully and promptly to pay others in 
that manner, and, as soon as practicable, to overcome any 
embarrassments or delavs to its own creditors, which may 
have happened in consequence of the course pursued by 
those on whom the Government is immediately dependent 
for its available means. You justly intimate that the pub- 
lic payments ought to be made in this way ; and you may 
rest assured that, in all cases where creditors are not other- 
wise satisfied, it will cheerfully be done the moment the 
Treasury is enabled to accomplish it by a compliance with 
their engagements on the part of thuse indebted to the 
United States. 

If, from the accidents and misfortunes of others, in any 
instances, such an inability as you describe bas occurred 
with any of our fiscal depositories or custom-house officers, 
and any reproach should inconsiderately be cast on the 
Government for this inability, which has been caused by 
others, (though, without doubt, unintentionally, ) you may 
rest satisfied that no proper effort will be spared here to 


avoid deserving the censure of ‘* extreme hardship or in- 


try in the country, quite to the extent of the difference in | 


value between specie and the notes of the banks not pay- 
ing specie. The many millions of unavailable paper 
which would probably be thus placed in the Treasury for 
duties and other debts, it would be difficult to compute ; 
as, besides the twenty-six or seven millions now due from 
individuals and banks, most, if not all of the future rev- 
enue accruing from customs, or the increased sales of pub- 
lic land in consequence of such a system, would be paid 
to the United States in notes of the same depreciated char- 
acter. It deserves consideration, likewise, what could le- 
gally be done with such funds when collected ; as, by the 
second section of the act of April 14, 1836, the Treasury 
18 expressly forbidden to offer, in payment of any claim 
whatever against the United States, ‘*any bank note of 


paid on demand, in gold or silver coin, at the place where 
issued, and which shall not be equivalent to specie at the 
place where offered, and convertible into gold or silver up- 
on the spot, at the will of the holder, and without delay or 
loss to him.” 

How great would be the loss on such irredeemable funds, 
and who ought to bear it when they are received contrary 
to law, and how destructive such measures would prove 
to the preservation of a sound constitutional currency, by 
indirectly sanctioning, as they would, the disuse of specie 
for it here, and the consequent export of it in large quan- 
tities to foreign countries, as an article of trade, need not 
be dwelt on at this time. It is moreover manifest, that 
all such collections would further disavle the Treasury 
from paying immediately, in the manner it is bound by 
law and good faith to do, the various public creditors ; 
some of whom are stated, as a matter of complaint, in 
your memorial, not to be able now to obtain specie for 
their claims. But if the indemnity certificates and de- 
bentures to which you refer have not all been paid in 
specie or its equivalent to the merchants or other holders, 


justice” on this account, and (by strenuously endeavoring 
to do to others all which it asks of them) to discharge every 
claim against the Government, in specie or its equivalent, 
at the earliest day practicable. 

In connexion with this, and merely in justification of 
the ‘Treasury, it may be proper to notice further, that, be 
sides near thirty millions elsewhere, something like three 
quarters of a million of dollars were due in your city alone, 
from merchants, and institutions of which many of them 


are members, and payable to the United States in specie 


| 


| 


and on demand, at the time your memorial was forwarded, 
setting forth the omission of our fiscal agents to pay in 
that currency some small demands held by a portion of the 
mercantile community. 

This Department is aware that, even after all its forbear- 


| ances and mitigations, some embarrasswents must still be 
any denomination, unless the same shall be payable, and | 


undergone, in certain cases, by means of incidental diffi 
culties, and the strictness of the laws as to cash duties, 
which were introduced wholly for the benefit of manufac- 
turers rather than of the finances. But it cannot concur in 
the opinion that, during the present favorable condition ot 
the country, in respect to its large amount of specie, it will 
be impossible to obtain sufficient for this purpose; and, 
considering that all which is paid must immediately return 


again into active circulation, it trusts that the merchants 


will find themselves fully indemnified for the inconvenience 


| and limited sacrifices to which they may be exposed in ol 


| taining the small sums necessary for their object by and 


after the liberal indulgences authorized on their duty bonds. 
Thus, by instructions published at Boston since yout 
letter was probably written, the disagreeable result you an 
ticipate, to wit: ‘that there is no ceurse left to the mer 
chants but to submit to a suit and its unpleasant consé 
quences,” need rarely, if ever, occur im cases of real so! 
vency ; as liberal extensions of credit have been permitted, 
under proper circumstances, before as well as after suit, 
till the meeting of Congress; and, in addition to these, an 
extraordinary session of that body bas been called by the 
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President at the earliest convenient day, with a view, 
among other things, to afford an opportunity for new legis- 
lation to yield further relief in the present embarrassing 
posture of affairs. 

With these explanations, and such others as appear in 
the documents before referred to, and which, ere this, have 
probably reached your city, the Department cherishes a 
hope that your Chamber of Commerce will be satisfied that 
every thing of an alleviating character has already been 
done, in respect to duty bonds, which the laws sanction, | 
and the public interests justify ; that all proper exertions | 
have been made, and are making by it, to preserve the same | 
good and legal fidelity in its obligations to others which it | 
requests of them; that, if not successful, the failure will 
arise from the misfortunes or neglect of others; and that, 
by a firm perseverance in the path of duty on this subject, 
reciprocal aid will be conferred, both by the merchants and 
the ‘'reasury, to preserve a sound state of the currency for | 
all the public purposes, and gradually, if not speedily, re- | 
store one for all the necessary transactions of life. 

This Department confides so much in the intelligence, 
correct principles, and patriotism of those who, through 
you, have addressed it, that it cannot doubt they will be 
solicitous to prevent, even in times of the greatest embar- 
rassment, any discredit being cast on the character and 
practical workings of our free institutions. 

It feels satisfied that the Chamber of Commerce, as well 
as the whole community, must, after reflecting on such 
considerations, become quite as desirous as the undersigned 
for a mutual and vigorous co-operation to uphold the ha- 
bitual opinions and practices in favor of the inviolability of 
the constitution and laws, which are fortunately so char- 
acteristic of the great mass of the population in every quar- 
ter of the Union. 

It is in this manner only that the Department can be en- 

abled to carry on the fiscal operations of the Treasury so 
as to maintain the public faith unimpaired at home and 
ebroad, and sustain, as far as relates to the currency, a 
sound standard of value, in the true spirit of the constitu- 
tion, and according to the best established principles of po- 
litical economy 

Respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To Wrritam Srurets, President, 
R. @. faite ¢ Vier Presidents, and 
G. M. Tuatcnen, Sec'y, Boston Chamber Com. 
coe. 
Treasury Devanrruent, May 19, 1837. 

Sin: This Department has, with much surprise, seen 
several representations in the daily press concerning cer- 
tain declarations made by you ata recent public meeting 
in New York city, 
suc in future in collecting the public revenue. 

‘The importance of the subject, and the nature of these 
representations, render it my unpleasant duty to call your 
immediate attention to them. 

Some of the accounts of what took place represent you 
as saying, in substance, that, as the orders of the Treasury 
could not be complied with, you, on your own responsi- 
bility, would dispense with them; while others state that 
you understood a discretion had been left to you by the 
Executive on this subject; and that, in the exercise of such 
discretion, you should not conform to the instructions of 
the Department, either by collecting the money yourself, 
which fell due for duties, or by collecting it in such kind 
of money as the laws require. Other representations con- 
vey the idea that, if you pursued such a course, the Gov- 
ernment would make no objection to it. 

ider a belief that, in these reperts, as to your remarks 





as to the course you intended to pur- | 
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and determination on this subject, some unfortunate errors 
must have occurred, or that you must have imbibed very 
incorrect opinions concerning the views entertained by the 
Department, it becomes proper, on the present occasion, 
to repeat, in explicit terms, the real character and extent 
of those views. 

The order as to the mode of collecting bonds by your- 
self, rather than through the banks, and in specie or its 
equivalent, was, in the last respect, in accordance with the 
course which you reported to this Department for its ap- 
proval on the suspension of payment by the banks. The 
order was the same in substance, in all respects, at your 
port, as that adopted at all other ports in the United States, 
where no banks paid specie on demand for their notes, and 


| where, in that event, the express language of the deposite 
| act of June, 1836, imperatively required their discontinu. 
| ance as public depositories; and other laws virtually fur 


bid the receipt of their notes for duties. 

2. Bat, in the wide-spread calamity which had recently 
fallen on the commercial world, and, through it, upon those 
banking institutions, in common with others which wer 
depositories of the public money, it was evident that our 
| finances must become embarrassed through the previous 
embarrassments of others, and that great care and efforts 
must be exercised to meet faithfully the current public en 
gagements. At the same time, it was desirable that every 
indulgence and forbearance should be exercised, and wer 
intended by the President and this Department to be |i! 
erally exercised, towards the public debtors, which thos: 
engagements would permit. 

3. Accordingly, in order to mitigate the evils which 
pressed so heavily on the merchants, this Department, wit! 
the sanction of the President, at once authorized a post 
ponement to be granted, in all suitable cases, of the pay 
ment of duty bonds, as well before as after suit: and sub 
sequently as new events justified, permitted itto be exten 
ed till after the commencement of the next session of Con 
gress. 

The Department likewise empowered the collectors | 
receive for duties the drafts of the Treasurer, in favor of 
the public creditors, which might not be paid in specic t 
the holders by the banks on which they were drawn. 

Outstanding debenture bonds are also receivable in the 
same way ; and, to afford the opportunity to procure stil! 
further aid and relief, if it shall be deemed proper by Co: 
gress, that body has been specially convened by the Pres: 
dent at the earliest convenient day. 

After all these mitigating measures, neither the Presi 
| dent nor this Department saw any further indulgence which 
| could be given consistent with the acts of Congress, an! 

which it was within our powers to bestow, limited and 
| regulated as those powers are by various express laws 

It was, and still is, hoped that the merchants would, | 
Congress assembled, cheerfully incur the diminished sacr 
fices, in respect to the payment of some of the dutic 
which their liabilities and business might render necessary 
and that the officers connected with the customs would fe: 
a pride, as well as zeal, in encouraging them to uphold the 
laws faithtully, and neither countenance nor permit any 
departures from them. 

The Executive possesses no authority to delegate to you 
nor has it intended to delegate, any discretion to disregard 
those laws in any particular, or to act contrary to the i) 
structions of the Department, which had been issued i! 
conformity to them ; nor can it sanction the exercise of an 
| such discretion on the part of any of the officers of the 
| customs, 

It would seem better that the duties, whether due on 
| bonds or in cash, when the goods are entered, and which 

the merchants may be unable, if not postponed, to pay in 
| any of the legal modes before pointed out, till the early 
‘day on which Congress convenes, should go entirely u 














paid from inability to meet them legally, than be collected 
or discharged in a manner that is not eanctioned either by | 
the acts of Congress or our duty to the Government. 

The Department is willing to make liberal allowances | 
for acts growing out of the sympathy naturally felt for the 
embarrassments of the commercial community, and the 
strong desire to contribute to their relief; but you must be 
sensible that the newspaper accounts which have already 
appeared are calculated to convey the idea that the Presi- 
dent and this Department are disposed to overlook, or even 
to approve, the unauthorized course which it is said you | 
propose to adopt; and it is possible that, from your full 
knowledge of the sincerity and extent of the anxious desire 
of the President and of this Department to afford relief, 
you may have entertained the impression that such would 
be the case. 

It therefore becomes my duty instantly to inform you 
that all such impresssions are erroneous, and it is hoped 
that many of the considerations before stated will have 
occurred to you; and that, under their influence, you will 
continue to discharge your duties in the manner pointed 
out in the acts of Congress and the instructions of this De- | 
partment. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. | 
S. Swantwout, Esq., Collector, New York. 


F. 3. 


New York, August 28, 1837. 

Sin: The undersigned have been appointed a commit- | 
tee of the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
for the purpose of addressing to you the following repre- 
sentations upon the subject of the payment of custom- 
house bonds becoming due, and of duties upon wool 
and woollen goods now lying in the public stores in this | 
city. 

It appears that there were custom-house bonds in the 
hands of the district attorney, payable previously to the 


first of this month, (August,) for - - $2,200,000 
And at custom-house, payable in August, - 705,500 
Ditto do. September, 1,004,727 
Ditto do. October, - 536,093 
Ditto do. November, 350,646 
Ditto do. December, 318,245 








$5,115,211 
A, nd duties on merchandise not entered, now 
in public store estimated at - - 2,000,000 





Total, - $7,115,211 


This port being the recipient of merchandise destined 
for the consumption of a large portion of the Union, the 
importing merchants here assume, in the first instance, the 
responsibility of paying the duties to Government ; and the 
history of the past may well attest the fidelity with which 
that responsibibility has been discharged, until the present 
time, when the general condition of affairs has been so es- 
sentially changed. 

After the banks of the Union had suspended specie pay- 
ments, the difficulty of paying the dues to Government in | 
legal currency became insurmountable, and, at the in- | 
stance of this committee, the period of payment of custom- | 





house bonds was postponed by your Department until the | 
Ist of October next, in order that Congress, which would 
then be assembled, might make the needful laws upon this 
new shape of things. 

The mercantile and trading interests of the whole coun- 
try have since been laboring under unparalleled difficulties, 
so that reliance can no longer be placed upon receipts, 
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which mainly govern the regularity of payments, by all 
connected with conimerce. 
Owing to the entire derangement of the internal ex- 


| changes, and to the absence of a specie standard, funds, 


even when collected at various points of the Union, are 
generally unavailable as the means of payment here. 

The banks of the city, with a laudable desire to resume 
specie payments at the earliest day, must adopt a system 


| of restriction, and therefore withhold facilities, now more 


needed than ever by their dealers, whose collections in 


| bank chiefly consist of payments of a part only of the 


amount due, with renewals for the remainder for two, 
three, and four months; and at the end of those periods, 
similar renewals are repeated. 


This total derangement of all the means of carrying on 


| the business of the country throughout its various sections, 


has rendered the collection of debts impossible; and, ac- 
cordingly, the vast amount due for goods already sold in 
this city, on which a large portion of existing duties were 
levied, remains unpaid, and without any immediate pros- 
pect of liquidation. Nor can sales now be made of foreign 
merchandise on hand; and it is impracticable to convert 


| goods into money, as well from the inability to pay on the 


part of buyers, as from the unwillingness to sell on credit 
on the part of the holders; and sales by auction can only 
be made at ruinous sacrifices. 

A general extension, to a large portion of their debtors, 
has also been granted, for a period of twelve months and 
upwards, by the importing merchants of this city; and 
there is now due from other places, to those engaged here 
in the importation and sale of foreign merchandise, a much 


| larger amount than would pay off all debts from this city 


to the Government and to foreign countries. 

A very large proportion of the means of the importing 
merchants is thus virtually with lrawn from their control, 
and scattered throughout the Union; whence it cannot be 
collected, in any available manner, in the present state of 
suspended payments by banks and individuals, of derange- 
ment in the domestic exchanges, and of interruption to 
business, throughout the whole country. 

Under these circumstances, the importing merchants 
have no alternative left, but to ask the Government to 
apply to them the same measure of relief which they have 
granted to their debtors, by extending for a year the period 
of payment of bonds, and of other dues at the custom- 
house ; at which time, it is fully believed there will remain 
no obstacle to a punctual discharge of all such indebtedness. 

The like remarks apply to the inability of the importers 
of wool and woollen goods, now in public store, to pay 
duties; which will amount, according to the above esti- 
The Government holds 


secure: and the extension of one year beyond the time 
required by law may, with entire safety, be granted to the 
importers for entering and paying the duties on these goods. 

The undersigned, therefore, respectully represent the 
necessity which, under the circumstances set forth herein, 
renders it expedient that Congress should interfere, at a 
day previous to the Ist of October next, by the passage of 


| a law providing for the postponement of the collection of 
| such bonds at the custom-house as may fall due prior to 


the Ist of January next, with the assent of sureties, and 
upon interest; allowing, however, the option of earlier 
payment, and thus stopping interest: and, also, to extend, 


| for one year, the respective periods within which goods 


subject, upon entry, to the payment of duties in cash, may 
be retained in the public stores. 

In the hope that these suggestions may meet your ap- 
proval, and, in that case, that you will see fit to recom- 
mend the passage of such a law, at the opening of the 
ensuing Congress, and, in the mean time, that you would 
favor us with a reply, 
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We have the honor to remain, sir, respectfully, your 
obedient servants, J. BOORMAN, 
JAMES D. P. OGDEN, 
CHARLES H. RUSSELL, 
JAMES BROWN, 
JAMES LEE, 
JAMES G. KING. 


GEORGE GRISWOLD, do hereby certify that the said sum of 


JOHN B. STEVENS, 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, 
of the city of New York. 
To the Hon. Levi Woonsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 
G. 
Treasury DepartMENT, 1837. 
Sir: Having been furnished with a copy of the law 
passed by the Legislature of the State of 9 it 
appears that you are authorized to receive, in behalf of that 
State, the amount to be deposited therewith, by the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress ‘to regulate the deposites 
of the public money,” approved 23d June, 1836. 
That amount has been ascertained to be dol- 
lars, the quarterly payment of which will be 








made at the respective banks to which they enclosed trans- | 


fer drafts, amounting in all to $ » are directed, 
upon your executing a receipt agreeably to the enclosed 
form, to each of them, for the sums received therefrom. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


P. S. It may be useful, in the present embarrassed con- 
dition of the pecuniary concerns of the country and of the 
banks, to suggest that, for reasons growing out of the de- 
posite act, as well as the existing liabilities of the banks, 
and the obligations required from the States to the Trea- 
fury, no one of the latter is required to accept, on the 
within transfers, any kind of money which is not available 
and at par, and which it is not ready to account for in the 
same way when required. 

Should any of the banks, therefore, on which the trans- 
fers are drawn, fail to deposite with you such money, they 
may be returned to this Department, with a statement of 
the fact, in order that the case may be submitted to Con- 
gress at its approaching session. 


Form of a receipt by a State. 

Whereas, by the 13th section of an act of the Congress of 
the United States, entitled ‘An act tu regulate the depos- 
ites of the public money,”’ approved the 23d of June, 1836, 
it was enacted ‘‘that the money which shall be in the 
Treasury of the United States on the Ist day of January, 
1837, reserving the sum of five millions of dollars, shall be 
deposited with such of the several States, in proportion to 
their respective representation in the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, as shall by law au- 
thorize their treasurer, or the competent authorities, to re- 


cvive the same, on the terms hereafter specified; and the | 


Secretary of the Treasury shall deliver the same to such 
treasurer, or other competent authorities, on receiving cer- 
tificates of deposite therefor, signed by such competent au- 
thorities, in such form as may be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary aforesaid.” 

And whereas, the State of has, by an act 
of its Legislature, passed on the day of 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty , authorized 
and directed the of the said State to receive its pro- 
portional share of the said surplus moneys of the United 
States on deposite with the said State, upon the terms 
specified in the said act of Congress : 

And whereas the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance 
of the provisions of the said act of Congress, and in con- 
formity with the provisions of the said act of the Legisla- 
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ture of the State o » has delivered to the 
thereof the sum of dollars and 
cents, the same being the first instalment, or one-fourtl 
part of the ratable proportion of the said State in the sur- 
plus money in the Treasury on the Ist day of January, 
1837: 
Now, therefore, be it known, that I, 
dollars and 
cents has been deposited by the Secretary of the 
Treasury with the State of , and that, for the 
| safe-keeping and repayment of the same to the United 
States, in conformity to said act of Congress, the State of 
is legally bound, and its faith is solemnly 
| pledged. And in pursuance of the authority of the act of 
| the Legislature aforesaid, for and in behalf of the said State, 
I hereby affix my signature and seal in testimony of the 
| premises, and of the faith of the said State to pay the said 
money so deposited, and every part thereof, from time to 
| time, whenever the same shall be required by the Secretary 
| of the Treasury, for the purposes, and in the manner and 
proportions set forth and described in the said recited 13th 
| section of the act of Congress aforesaid, and by a requisition 
| or notice similar in form to that hereto annexed, address- 
ed to the care of the Governor of said State. 
Signed and sealed this day of ,» one 
| thousand eight hundred and thirty 
Attest : 


The form of a requisition or notice for repayment will be 
substantially as follows : 
Treasury DepaRTMENT, 
183 
| To the State of 
Under the provisions of an act of Congress entitled ‘*An 
| act to regulate the deposites of the public mouey,” passed 
| June 23d, 1836, and an act of said State passed ; 
| certain sums of money belonging to the United States hav- 
| ing been deposited with the State aforesaid for safe-keeping 
| and repayment, in conformity with the provisions of said 
act, said State is hereby notified that a portion of said 
money, viz. the sum of $ , is required to be re- 
paid to the United States by the State aforesaid, fur the 
| purposes named in said act, and in conformity with its pro 
visions. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Care of his Excelleney, 
Governor of said State. 

[The repayment of the said sum to the Treasurer of the 
United Stutes will be in one of the following modes, which 
this Department may in any particular case prefer and di- 
rect, viz: 

1. By a request annexed to the above requisition to 
place the same to the credit of said Treasurer in the Bank 
of » at , on or before the day 
of next, and to take duplicate receipts therefor ; 
one of which receipts sent to the said Treasurer will be a 
| sufficient voucher for the amount of said repayment on the 
| part of said State. 
| 2. Or, by a request written by said Secretary on the 
back of a common Treasury warrant, directed to the State 
for payment by said Treasurer, that said State would pay 
the same; end which warrant, with a receipt of payment 
thereon, will be a sufficient voucher as aforesaid. } 


a 
Circular from the Secretary of the Treasury with regard 
to the receipt and transmission by mail of bank noies 
Treasury Department, 
; September 22, 1789. 
Sir: In consequence of arrangements lately taken with 
the Bank of North America and the Bank of New York, 
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for the accommodation of the Government, I am to inform 
you that it is my desire that the notes of those banks, pay- 
able either on demand, or at no longer period than thirty 
days after their respective dates, should be received in pay- 


ment of the duties, as equivalent to gold and silver; and | 


that they will be received from you as such by the ‘T'reasu- 
rer of the United States. 


This measure, besides the immediate accommodation to | 


which it has reference, will facilitate remittances from the 


several States, without drawing away their specie; an ad- | 


vantage, in every view, important. 

I shall ca ie you shortly to be furnished with indications 
of the genuine notes as will serve to guard you against 
counterfeits, and shall direct the manner of remitting them. 
In the mean time, and until further orders, you will please 
to receive them, transmitting to me a weekly account of 
your receipts. 

The Treasurer of the United States will probably have 
occasion to draw upon you for part of the compensation 
of the members of Congress from your State. These 
drafts you will also receive in payment of the duties, or in 
exchange for any specie arising from them which shall 
have come to your hands. 

Tam, sir, your obedient scrvant, 
ALEX. HAMILTON, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Orao H. Witurams, Collector 
of Customs for the port of Baltimore, Md. 
H. 2. 
Extract from a report of the Secretary of the Treasury of 
April 22, 1790, with regard to the collection law. 

Sec. 30. This section provides for the receipt of the du- 
ties in gold and silver coin only. ‘The Secretary has con- 
sidered this provision as having for object the exclusion of 
payments in the paper emissivns of the particular States, 
and the securing the immediate or ultimate collection of 
the duties in specie, as intended to prohibit to individuals 
the right of paying in any thing except gold or silver coin, 
but not to hinder the Treasury from making such arrange- 
ments as its exigencies, the speedy command of the public 
reources, and the convenience of the community, might 
dictate; those arrangements being compatible with the 
eventual receipt of the duties in specie. For instance: the 
Secretary did not imagine that the provision ought to be so 


understood as to prevent, if necessary, an anticipation of the | 


duties by ‘I'reasury drafts receivable at the several custom- 


houses. And, if it ought not to be understood in this | 


sense, it appeared to bim that the principle of a different 


construction would extend to the permitting the receipt of | 


the notes of public banks issued on a specie fund. Unless 
it can be supposed that the exchanging of specie, after it 
has been received for bank notes, to be remitted to the 


Treasury, is also interdicted, it seems difficult to conclude | 


that the receipt uf them, in the first instance, is forbidden. 
Such were the reflections of the Secretary with regard 
to the authority to permit bank notes to be taken in pay- 
ment of the duties. The expediency of doing it appeared 
to him to be still less questionable. ‘The extension of their 
circulation by the measure is calculated to increase both the 
ability and the inclination of the banks to aid the Government. 
Ii also accelerates the command of the product of the reve- 
nues for the public service, and it facilitates the payment of 
the duties. It has the first effect, because the course of 
business occasions the notes to be sent beforehand to dis- 
tant places, and being ready on the spot, either for pay- 
ment or exchange, the first post after the duties become 
payable, or are received, conveys them to the Treasury 
The substitution of Treasury drafts, anticipating. the duties, 
could hardly be made without some sacrifice on the part 
of the public; as they would be drawn upon time, and 
upon the expectauion of funds to be collected, and, ot 
Vor, XLV.—A 5 
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course, contingent, it is not probable that they would ob- 
tain a ready sale, but at a discount, or upon long credit. 
As they would also be more or less liable to accident, 
from the failure of expected payments, there would be 
continually a degree of hazard to public credit. And, to 
other considerations, it may be added, that the practice of 
| anticipations of this kind is, in its nature, so capable of 
| abuse, as to render it an ineligible instrument of admin- 
| istration in ordinary cases, and fit only for times of necessity. 

If the idea of anticipation should be excluded, then the 
relying wholly upon Treasury drafts would be productive 
of considerable delay. The knowledge that funds were in 
hand must precede the issuing of them; here would, of 

| course, be sone loss of time. And as the moment of de- 
mand, created by the course of business, would frequently 
elapse, there would as frequently be a further loss of time 
in waiting for a new demand. In such intervals the pub- 
lic service would suffer, the specie would be locked up, 
and circulation checked. Bank notes being a convenient 
species of money, whatever increases their circulation in- 
creases the quantity of current money. Hence, the pay- 
ment of duties is doubly promoted by their aid; they at 
once add to the quantity of medium, and serve to prevent 
the stagnation of specie. 

The tendency of the measure to lessen the necessity of 
drawing specie from distant places to the seat of Govern- 
ment, results from the foregoing considerations. The 
slow operation of Treasury drafts would frequently involve 
a necessity of bringing on specie to answer the exigencies 
of Government; the avoiding of which as much as posst- 
ble, in the particular situation of this country, need not be 
insisted upon. 


I. 


Treasury Deranruent, May —, 1837. 

Sin: As the painful information has reached this De- 
partment, through the public press, that your bank has 
suspended specie payments, the object of this letter is to 

| learn, officially, if that fact has happened ; and to receive 
| such explanations concerning the reasons for it, and the 
future course of your business, as it will be apparent are 
so important for this Department to know, under the exist- 
ing liabilities and relations between you and the Government. 

While, on the one hand, it is deemed proper that such 
indulgences should be granted by this Department to its 
former fiscal agents as they may request, consistently with 
the laws and with the present state of the Treasury ; it must 
be apparent, on the other hand, that nothing can be grant- 
ed which is likely to endanger the safety of the public funds 
and other important public interests. 

The imperative provisions of the act of June, 1836, make 
| it the duty of this Department to discontinue ordering any 
further sums of public money to be placed with che deposite 
banks, after suspending specie payments. And hence you 
are notified that no more can be thus deposited in your in- 
stitution, provided such a failure to redeem your notes has 
actually occurred. 

It is also made my duty as soon as practicable to select 
other depositories, and place with them the money of the 
United States in your possession, as well as the accruing 
revenue; but the Department will endeavor to draw out 
the funds in your hands by warrants and transfers, reason- 
able in their amount and in the periods of their payment. 
Such warrants and transfers, it is trusted, you will at all 
times be anxious and able to meet, in a manner satisfactory 
to all concerned; not only with a view to fulfil faithfully 
your contract, and relieve the Treasury and its creditors 
| from embarrassment and losses, but to exonerate yourselves 


} and suretiesfrom const quences equally injurious, inevitable, 

|} and unpleasant 

| I trust, further, that you will continue tu reg ard it your 
duty, while any public money remains in your possession, 
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to forward regularly, all the returns and statements which 
are required by your agreement—the mutual advantages 
from doing which cannot fail to be obvious. 

The Department will also feel much obliged if you will 
furnish, as early as practicable, replies to the two following 
inquiries, in order that it may be in possession of such in- 
telligence from you, in an authentic form, as will be useful 
to the community and the States, and very material for 
regulating properly the future measures of the Treasury. 
Those inquiries are— 

Ist. Whether you expect to resume specie payments soon, 
and what mode you’ propose to take fully and seasonably to 
indemnify, secure, and satisfy the Government and the pub 
lic creditors for any breach of your agreement and bond? 

2d. Whether, if you do not expect to resume specie 
payments soon, any particular time for it hereafter has been 
yet decided on, and what special efforts or arrangements 
you intend to make for that very important object ? 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretury of the Treasury. 


To the Casuier of the —— Bank. 


K. 

List of deposite banks discontinued under the deposite 

act of June, 1836. 
Mercantile Bank, Bangor, Maine. 
Maine Bank, Portland, Maine. 
Cumberland Bank, Portland, Maine. 
Granite Bank, Augusta, Maine. 
York Bank, Saco, Maine. 
New Hampshire Bank, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Commercial Bank, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Portsmouth Bank, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Piscataqua Bank, Portsmouth, New Hampstliire. 
Merrimack County Bank, Concord, New Hampshire, 
Mechanics’ Bank, Concord, New Hampshire. 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Commonwealth Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Franklin Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Fulton Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Hancock Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Phenix Bank, Charelstown, Massachusetts 
Bank of Burlington, Vermont. 
Bank of Windsor, Windsor, Vermont. 
Quinebaug Bank, Norwich, Connecticut. 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank, Hartford, Counecticut. 
Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven, Connecticut. 
Arcade Bank, Providence, Rhode Island. 
Rhode Island Union Bank, Newport, Rhode Island. 
Mechanics and Farmers’ Bank, Albany, New York. 
Manhattan Company, New York, N. Y. 
Bank of America, New York, N. Y. 
Mechanics’ Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Seventh Ward Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Lafayette Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Phenix Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Leather Manufacturers’ Bank, New Yok, N. Y. 
Tradesmen’s Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Dry Dock Company, New York, N. Y. 
Merchants’ Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Union Bank, New York, N. Y. 
National Bank, New York, N. Y. 
Merchants’ Exchange Bank, New York, N. Y 
Brooklyn Bank, Brooklyn, New York. 
Commercial Bank, Buffalo, New York. 
Troy Bank, Troy, New York. 
Trenton Banking Company, New Jersey 
State Bank, Newark, New Jersey. 
State Bank, Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
Girard Bank, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Moyamensing Bank, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Merchants and Manufacturers’ Bank, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine, Wilmington, Del. 
Bank of Delaware, Wilmington, Delaware. 

Union Bank of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland. 
Franklin Bank, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Bank of Metropolis, Distriet of Columbia. 

Bank of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia. 

Farmer’s Bank of Virginia, at Richmond, Virginia. 
Bunk of the State of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. Carolina. 
Planters and Mechanies’ Bank, Charleston, South Carolina. 
Bank of Charleston, Charleston, South Carolina. 

Bank of Augusta, Georgia. 

Branch Bank of Alabama, Mobile, Alabama. 

Union Bank, of Louisiana, and branches, New Orleans, La. 
Commercial Bank, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Planters’ Bank of Mississippi, and branches, Natchez, Miss 
Agricultural Bank, and branches, Natchez, Mississippi. 
Union Bank of Tennessee, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Planters’ Bank and branches, Nashville, Tennessec. 


| Bank of Kentucky and branches, Louisville, Kentucky. 


Northern Bank of Kentucky, at Lexington, and branch at 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Clinton Bank of Columbus, Ohio. 

Franklin Bank of Columbus, Ohio. 

Bank of Chillicothe, Ohio. 

Franklin Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Agency of Commercial Bank, at St. Louis, Missour! 

Bank of Zanesville, Ohio. 

Bank of Wooster, Ohio. 

Commercial Bank of Lake Erie at Cleveland, Ohio. 

Bank of Cleveland at Cleveland, Ohio. 

State Bank of [ndiana, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Illinois Bank, at Shawneetown, Illinois. 

Bank of Michigan, Detroit, Michigan. 

Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Detroit, Michigan. 


| “Bank of River Raisin, Michigan. 


L. 


| List of present deposite banks under the act of June, 1836 


People’s Bank, Bangor, Maine. 


| {Brooklyn Bank, Brooklyn, New York. 

| Planters’ Bank of Georgia, Savannah, Georgia. 
| Insurance Bank of Columbus, Georgia. 

| Louisville Savings Institution, Kentucky. 

| Bank of the State of Missouri, St. Louis. 


M. 1. 
To Collectors of the Customs. 
Treascny Devantmsent, May 12, 1837. 
If the bank where you deposite should suspend specie 
payments, you will yourself collect and keep safely in 
your own hands, the public money for all duties at your 
port, until further directions are given to you by this De- 
partment how to deposite, transfer, or pay it. You must, 


| of course, continue to adhere to the existing laws of Con- 


gress, and the former instructions of the Treasury, in re- 
spect to the kind of money receivable fur customs; and by 
which it is understood to be your duty to require payments 
to be made in specie, or the notes of specie-paying banks 

that are at par. LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury 

M. 2. 
Circular to Receivers of Public Moneys. 
Treasury DerartMENtT May 12, 1837 

If the bank where you deposite should suspend specie 
payments, you will keep in your own hands, safely, the 
public money you have in possession, or may hereafter re- 
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ceive, till further directions are given to you by this De- 
partment how to deposite, transfer, or pay it, or any por- 
tion of it, 
You will report to this Department, weekly, the amount 
on hand, LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


N. 
Circular instructions to Collectors of the Customs and 
Receivers of Public Money. 
Treasury Department, June 9, 1837. 
Sir: Should all the banks in your vicinity selected as 


depositories of the public money have suspended specie 
payments at any time, so that you can no longer legally 


deposite in them, as usual, to the credit of the 'I'reasurer, | 


all public moneys received by you, except such sums as 
may be required to meet the current expenses of your of 
fice, the payment of debenture cirtiticates by collectors, &c. 
in other words, the sums you would formerly have placed 
in bank to the credit of the ‘T'reasurer of the United States, 
will, under the present arrangements, be placed to his 
credit, in a separate account, on the books of your ofiice. 
They will be drawn for, by him, in the following manner, 
and no other: 

ist. By the T'reasurer’s draft on the officer having funds 
to his credit directing the payment ; which draft will be re- 
corded by the Register of the ‘Treasury, who will authenti- 
cate the record by his signature. A private letter of ad- 
vice will be transmitted by the Treasurer in each case. 

2d. By a transfer draft, signed as above, and approved by 
the signature of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the pur- 
pose of transferring funds to some other point where they 
may be required for the service of the Government. 

No deduction whatever is to be made from the moneys 
placed by you to the credit of the Treasurer, except in one 
of these two modes, until they can be lodged by you with 
some legal depository. 

On payment of any draft, the party to whom it is paid 
will receipt it. You will note on it the day of payment, 
will charge it on the same day to the Treasurer, and will 
transinit it to him with the return of his account in which 
it is charged. In charging these payments, it will be proper 
io enter each draft separately, and to state the number and 
kind of draft, whether transfer, or on ‘Treasury, War, or 
Navy warrants, and the amount. 

It is also necessary that the ‘l'reasurer’s account be closed 
weekly, with the conclusion of Saturday’s business, and 
transcripts thereof forwarded in duplicate—one copy to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and one to the ‘T'reasurer. 
When the quarter of the year terminates on any other day 
of the week, the account should be closed on the last day of 
the quarter—leaving for an additional return the transac- 
tions from that time to the close of the week: so that 
neither the receipts nor payments of different quarters be 
included in one return. Punctuality in transmitting the 
return is indispensable. 

To produce uniformity in the manner of making the re- 
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turns of the Treasurer’s account, a form is herewith trans- | 
> 


mitted. 
they be made on paper of nearly the same size. Your 
monthly returns must be rendered to the Department as 
heretuf re. 

When the public money shall have accumulated in your 
hands to an amount exceeding dollars, you can inake 
& special d«posite of the same, in your name, for safe -keep- 
ing, In the nearest bank in which you have heretofore de- 
posited the public money, and which will receive the same, 
to be held by it, specially subject to the payment of checks 
or drafts drawn by the Treasurer of the United states on 
the officer by whom the saine has been deposited. 

LEVI WOOUBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





For the purpose of binding, it is requested that | 
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O. 
Extract from Treasury report, April 22d, 1790, to the 
House of Representatives. 

As connected with the difficulties that have occurred 
in the execution of the laws, which is the subject of this 
report, the Secretary begs leave, in the last place, to men- 
tion the want of an officer in each State, or other consider 
able subdivision of the United States, having the general 
superintendence of all the officers of the revenue within 
such State or such division. 

Among the inconveniences attending it, is a great diffi- 
culty in drawing from the more remote ports the moneys 
which are there collected. As the course of business cre- 
ates little or no demand at the seat of Government, or in 
its vicinity, for drafts upon such places, negotiations, in 


| this way are either very dilatory or impracticable ; neither 
| does the circulation of bank paper, from the same cause, 
| extend to them. 


This embarrassment would be remedied 
by having one person in each State, or in a district of the 


| United States of convenient extent, charged with the re- 


ceipt of all the moneys arising within it, and placed, in 
point of residence, where there was the greatest intercourse 
with the seat of Government. This would greatly facili- 
tate negotiations between the Treasury and distant parts of 
the Union, and would contribute to lessening the necessity 
of the transportation of specie. 


P. 

Statement of the number and amount of warrants drawn 

on the United States Bank and branches, and the other 

banks, which were depositories of the public moneys, 

during the year ending December 31, 1834. 
EASTERN STATES. 





| 








Place \No. of war Amount. 
rants 
- 4 aoe tA | 
Portland - . - 76 $142,020 00 
Portsmouth - - 48 145,752 00 
Boston we - - 296 2,610,636 00 
Salem - - - 16 56,960 00 
Providence - - - 30 86,635 00 
Newport - - -| 15 16,724 00 
Bristol, Rhode Islan : 14 43,372 00 
Hartford - - - 14 129,499 00 
Middletown, Connecticut - 10 2,215 00 
New Haven - - 43 64,328 00 
Burlington - - - 41 78,885 00 
603 3,337,026 00 


New London 
Bath - - - - - 


MIDDLE STATES 








New York - : | 874 | $6,275,628 00 
Utica - - - | 13 | 8,278 00 
Buffalo . - - | at | 9,490 00 
Philadelphia - . 438 | 5,156,461 00 
Harrisburg - - Bes] 8 00 
Pittsburg - - - 76 88,978 00 
Baltimore - - - 237 689,328 00 
Washington - - | 1,458 1,163,631 00 
Georgetown - - ] 60,000 00 
Alexandria - - 16 2,041 00 
3,129 1€,453,843 00 
Albany - - - = - 


Newcastle - - - - - 
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Richmond - - - 75 $196,358 00 | St. Louis - - - lll $542,291 00 
Norfolk = - - - lll | 696,744 00 | Louisville - - - 47 211,248 00 
Petersburg - - - 4 | 11,104 00 | Lexington - - . 13 84,413 00 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 44 | 71,756 00 | Cincinnati - - - 96 | 532,971 00 
Charleston, South Carolina - 152 | 344,278 00 | Detroit - - - 116 524,409 00 
Savannah - ~ - 63 | 164,370 00 | —_—— ———— 
Augusta - - - a 4,182 00 | | 1,892,332 00 
459 | 1,488,792 00 | SUMMARY. ; a 
Fredericksburg - . - | - 
Lynchburg % < a | Eastern States . - 603 $3,377,026 00 
| | Middle States - - | 3,129 16,453,843 00 
~ — - - | Southern States - .| 489 1,488,792 00 
SOUTHWESTERN STATES. | Southwestern States 4 425 1,796,289 00 
| Western States - -| 9383 1,892,332 00 
Mobile - . - | 128 | $540,174 00 penne eeer| ee 
New Orleans - -| 192 988,551 00; __ sit 4999 | 25,008,282 00 
Natchez : i 5 58 one 00 Average about $5,000 for each warrant. 
Nashville - - : | 53 115,931 00 Not 1 per each day in each State. 
Te ha al al Not | per each week in some States. 
ee 425 1,796,289 00 about 4 each day in Washinaton city. 
Columbus, Mississippi - | = - 





About 2 each day in New York. 
Not over 1 each day elsewhere in any case. 


Q. 


Comparative condition of deposite banks in certuin particulars in November, 1836, and in March, May, July, and 


IMMEDIATE MEANS. 


Specie - - - 
Notes of other banks i 
Due from other banks ‘ 


IMMEDIATE LIABILITIES. 


Circulation - - 
Due to banks - - 


Public officers - 
Private deposites 


Depo- 
sites. 


All discounts ~ ‘a 


Treasurer of the U. States - 


- 26,573,479 


August, 1837. 








tae Nov., 1836. lat Mar., 1837. i May, 1837. c July, 1837. |l5th Aug. ,1837. 












































| | 
| | 

- | $15,520,202 | $15,312,892 ram $13,331,610 | $11,429,012 | $10,580,413 
- | 16,412,324 | 17,671,447 | 11,484,769 | 10,333,914 | 9,545,429 
- | 26,662,669 | 25,299,056 | 22,526, 351 | 22,430,627 | 24,683,001 
58,595,195 | 68,283,395 47,342,730 | 44,193,553 | 44,808,843 

| | | 
-| 41,482,897 | 44,827,595 | 37,617,795 | 31,779,874 | 32,626,004 
- | 24,083,161 | 26,258,412 | 24,590,245 | 23,665,746 | 25,083,891 
45,059,539 38,960,294 | 26,862,006 | 21,039,325 | 12,944, 660 


5,121,444 | 


30,112,970 | 29,492,113 


4,318,446 5,350,454 


29,957,429 


5, 264,052 
30, 775, 428 


4,574,076 
































| | 
| 
_ 141,517,522 | 145,354, 184 | 125,109,526 | 1 111,719, 359 | 104,720,750 
| 




















171,287,054 154,227,992 | 139,718,823 | 130,597,192 


Condition of the deposite banks on or about June 15, 1837, in different sections of the country. 


REGION IN WHICH SITUATED 





j ] Sanwi «7 kt or 
Specie aa sof | Due by Due to | Private Public Treasurer | Circula- 
her b’nks. other b’nks, jothe rb’nks. | deposites officers. jof the U.S tion. 














New England States 672.816 
New York - 1,7 72, 10} 3,301,886 9,206,289 7,861,943 |10,765,871 760703 | 4°804.287 < a0 
N. Jersey, Penn., De 7 uware, Mi: aryle and, Di st. Col 744,557 | 1,393,242 | 1.977216 o’332" nar | | 2487" ot en sae 4,258,010 


Virginia, N. Carolina, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Tennessee | 1,168,022 
Other Western States, including Michigan 


Georgia 2,068°954 


822,560 | 1,160,059 | 1,806,150 | 4,449,964 | ‘61,577 | 1,470,627 
5,675,864 | 4,520,550 | 1,285,391 | 6,298,597 
3,368,293 | 2,733,938 385,730 | 7,252,544 


| 
_& 1892, 163 | 2 22, 327,979 | "9 | 22,337,785 784 | 127 7 000, 598 3 | 5,337, 013 \ A, 571,707 32,484,656 


6,8%4,359 
75,901 
8047308 


! 
554,149 | 2,604,942 
1,174,977 1,734,815 | 5,830,175 


| $1,085,811 | $1,549,298 | $1,242,997 92,043,211 $523,064 | $1,895,897 | $1 ,660,9 




















10,601, 936 | 
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Treasurer's weekly statement, showing the amount at his credit in the various banks of public deposite and the mint, 
by the returns received to Monday, August 28, 1837, the amount for which drafts and warrants have been issued, 
and were then unpaid, and the amount then remaining subject to his draft. 





Date of bank | 


returnos. 


Aug. 19 


July 8 
Aug. 19 


May 2 


Aug. 19 | 


July 31 | 
Aug. 19 | 


July 29 
Aug. 19 


July 22 
August 5 
July 1 
August 5 


we 


In what banks 


Maine Bank, Portland, Maine, - - - 





Mercantile Bank, Bangor, Maine, - - 
Metropolis. 
Quinebaug Bank, Norwich, Connecticut, - 
Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven, do. - - 
Arcade Bank, Providence, Rhode Island, - - 
Rhode Island Union Bank, Newport, R. Island, - 
Mechanics’ and Farmers’ Bank, Albany, N. York 
Manhattan Company, New York, do 


Troy Bank at Troy, New York, - - - 
Trenton Banking Company, New Jersey, - 


State bank at Elizabeth, do - 
Girard Bank, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 


Union Bank of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland, - 
Franklin Bank, do do - 
Bank of the Metropolix, District of Columbia, 





Branch Bank of Virginia at Norfolk, Virginia, - 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia at Richmond, do - 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia at Winchester, do - 
Bank of the State of N. Carolina, Raleigh, N. C. - 
Planters and Mechanics’ Bank, Charleston, S. C. - 


Bank of Augusta, Georgia, - fe ; 
Insurance Bank of Columbus at Columbus, Ga. - 
Branch Bank of Alabama, Mobile, Alabama, - 
Union Bank of Lousiana and Branches, N. O. La. 
Commercial Bank, New Orleans, Louisiana, - 
| Planters’ B’k of Miss. and br’ches, Natchez, Miss. 
| Agricultural Bank and branches, Natchez, Miss. - 





Cumberland Bank, dv. dao. - - - | 
People’s Bank, Bangor, do. - - - 
York Bank, Saco, do. - - - 

| New Hampshire Bank, Portsmouth, N. Hampshire 
Commercial Bank, do. do - 
Portsmouth Bank, do. a 
Piscataqua Bank, do. do. =| 
Merrimack County Bank, Concord, do - 
Mechanics’ Bank, do. do - 

| Merchants’ Bank, Boston, Massachusetts, - | 
Commonwealth Bank, do. do. - - | 
Franklin Bank, do. do. - - | 
Fulton Bank, do. do. - - 


Bank of Burlington, Vermont, - - - | 
Bank of Windsor, Windsor, Vermont, - - | 


Special,  - 2 . o-| 


Bank of America, do. do. - 
Mechanics’ Bank, do. do. - 
Lafayette Bank, do. do. - | 
Phenix Bank, do. do. - 
Tradesmen’s Bank, do. do. - 
Dry Dock Company, do. do. - 
Merchant’s Bank, do. do. - 
Union Bank, do. do. - 
National Bank, do. do. - 

| Merchants’ Exchange Bank, do. - 
Brooklyn Bank at Brooklyn, do. - 
Commercial Bank at Buffalo, do. - | 


State Bank at Newark, do ° | 


Moyamensing Bank, do do - oy 
Bank of Delaware, at Wilmington, Delaware, - 


Bank of Virginia, Richmond, Virginia, - - | 


Bank of Charleston, Charleston, South Carolina - , 
Pianters’ Bank of Georgia, Savannah, Georgia, - 


On deposite, by last 
returns 


| $54,245 33 
23,859 15 
20,537 97 

82 42 
7,848 54 
28,777 81 
8,814 50 


22,578 46 | 
23,732 00 | 


22,275 00 
21,820 75 
24,920 98 
16,800 00 
17,736 67 


85 49 | 


503 15 


18,318 08 | 
140,541 62 | 
12,784 11 | 


18,845 07 


j 
! 


j 
| 


| 
| 


1,616 25 | 
3,816 81 | 


21,024 88 


226,880 92 | 


| 


429,027 16 | 
255,044 82 | 


39,000 00 
8,438 08 
21,000 00 
40,000 00 


62,500 00 | 


52,758 93 | 


21,994 12 | 
15,000 00 | 
94,616 35 | 


99,613 76 
20 00 
24,756 50 
50,750 42 
20,000 00 
249,924 35 
5,521 57 
2,906 67 
219,283 06 
60,915 19 
2,162 83 


72,426 98 | 


174,905 76 
148,467 35 

7,336 88 
146,030 12 


50,646 78 | 
60,943 23 | 
130,065 17 | 


37,169 52 
5,035 00 
1,020,856 26 
586,066 05 
863,956 98 
895,308 67 
849,065 04 





| Warrants hereto- 


fore drawn, but 


} Not yet paid though 


payable 


$35,639 58 | 
15,250 00 | 
8,000 00 | 
82 42 | 
7,848 54 | 
20 00 | 
8,814 50 | 
10,148 96 | 
8,200 00 | 
9,700 00 | 
21,820 75 | 
18,236 97 | 
17,736 67 | 
85 49 | 
503 16 | 
15,150 00 | 
8,390 00 | 
14,930 00 | 
1,616 25 
301 55 
21,024 88 | 
137,699 97 | 
217,144 45 | 
278,886 66 | 
50,000 00 | 
8,438 08 | 
6,000 00 | 
20,000 00 
52,317 17 
36,030 00 
1,500 00 
15,000 00 
5,040 00 
37,775 88 
20 00 
24,756 00 | 
26,044 00 
16,796 00 
159,866 98 


2,906 67 
86,336 28 
42,280 03 

2,153 79 

231 50 
11,565 36 
46,179 03 | 

7,336 88 
59,610 00 
50,404 74 
61,737 12 
75,395 65 
37,169 52 

5,035 00 

213,932 59 
54,995 16 
234,178 45 
37,716 08 
170,595 00 


Subject to draft, 


fers, not ent 
by banks. 





$18,605 
8,609 
12,537 


28,757 


12,429 
15,532 
12,575 


6,684 
16,800 


3,168 
140,541 
4,394 
3,916 


3,515 


89,180 
211,883 


15,000 
20,000 
10,182 
16,728 
20,494 


89,576 
61,837 


24,706 
3,204 
90,057 
5,521 


132,946 
18,670 
9 
72,195 
163,240 
102,288 


86,420 
242 


54,€69 


806,923 
531,070 
629,778 
857,592 
678,470 


| exclusive of trans- 


75 
15 
97 


81 


50 
00 
00 


01 
00 


08 
62 
11 
07 


95 
11 


00 
00 
83 
93 
12 


35 
88 


50 
42 
00 
37 
57 


78 
16 
04 
48 
40 
32 


12 
04 


52 


67 
89 
53 
59 
04 
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Warrants hereto- | Subjectto draft, ex- 
| On deposite, by last | fore drawn, but not aul of transfe ~ 











Date of bank In what Banks. 
returns. returns. yet paid though not entered Ly 
payable. banks. 

Aug. 12) Union Bank of Tennessee, Nashville, - - 242,885 61 213,897 95 28,987 66 
12 | Planters’ Bank and branches, Nashville, Tenn. - 271,630 87 223,459 34 48,171 53 
19 Bank of Kentucky and branches, Louisville, Ky. - 601,112 17 69,151 26 631,960 91 
19 | Louisville Savings Institution, Kentucky, . 85,463 34 6,750 00 78,713 34 
19 | Northern Bank of Kentucky, Louisville, Kentucky 105,231 45 - 105,231 45 

19 | Do. do Lexington, do - 51,439 82 60,000 00 
19 | Clinton Bank of Columbus, Ohio, - . 419 73 389 73 30 00 
19 | Franklin Bank of Columbus, Ohio, - - 52,631 83 16,110 27 $6,521 56 
19 Bank of Chillicothe, Ohio, - - - 198,882 00 142,500 00 56,382 00 
19 | Franklin Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio, - - 403,103 18 33,000 00 370,103 18 
19 | Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio, — - - 347,941 54 | 44,590 07 303,351 47 
5 Agency of do. at St. Louis, Missouri, - - 589,327 63 257,204 10 $32,123 53 
19 | Bank of Wooster, Ohio, - - - 44,221 05 27,250 00 16,971 05 
19 | Commercial Bank of Lake Erie at Cleveland, Ohio- 60,682 75 - 60,682 75 
21 | Bank of Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio, - - 20,097 42 13,211 62 6,885 90 
12 | Br. of State Bank of Indiana Indianopolis, Ind. - | 11,757 97 630 92 11,127 05 
19 | Branch of State Bank of Indiana at Madison Ind. - 139,375 87 ~ 139,375 87 
19 | Branch of State Bank at New Albany, Indiana, - 249,202 33 ~ 249,202 33 
12 Branch of State Bank, at Lawrenceburg, do ~- 322,793 46 634 08 $22,159 38 
19 | Branch of State Bank at Richmond, Indiana, — - 20,000 00 = 20,000 00 
5 | Iinois Bank at Shawneetown, Illinois, - - 39,795 90 870 60 38,925 30 
12 | Bank of Michigan, Detroit, Michigan, - - 621,993 22 204,535 00 417,458 22 
19 | Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Detroit, Michi. - 376,057 62 44,710 00 331,347 62 
26 | Mint to procure metal for coining, - 835,875 00 | 2,000 00 833,875 00 




















$13,253,916 32 | $3,877,468 19 | *$9,420,644 04 


i 





* In consequence of outstanding transfer drafts between banks not yet entered upon those returns, there is a differ- 
ence between this sum and the true amount, which is $9,332,068 13. Deducting the amount of State transfers for the 
third instalment issued in favor of the States and unpaid, which is $1,165,575 28, there remains in the banks, subject 


to draft, the sum of $8,166,492 85. 
Treascrer’s Orrice, August 30, 1857. 


8. 


Treasury Department, 
May 24, 1837. 
To the Parsipvent of the United States : 

Sir: In consequence of the recent suspension of specie 
payments by most of the banks in which the disbursing of- 
ficers of the Government made their deposites of public 
money, the undersigned has deemed it proper to take the 
opinion of the Attorney General on the effect of that meas- 
ure upon those deposites; and, in consequence thereof, 
submits the following recommendations to the President: 

Ist. That all those officers be instructed, by the several 


departments to which they belong, to make their subse- | 
quent deposites in those banks only which pay specie, if 


such can conveniently be resorted to for that purpose. 


2d. That in the event of their being none such, they are | 


to be instructed to deposite in those banks which are willing 
to give, and do give, such written obligation as the nearest 
district attorney of the United States may deem sufficient 
and safe to secure the return of the deposites punctually, 
when wanted, in such kind of money as was placed in said 
banks; and 
3d. That the existing deposites of those officers, when- 
ever not now in such banks, and not soon expended, be 
withdrawn, and placed within them as far as practicable. 
Respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Approved: M. Vays Buren, President. 


Let a copy of the above be sent to each department. 
M. VAN BUREN, President. 





JOHN CAMPBELL. 


T 


| Circular to collectors of the customs and receivers of public moneys 


a Treasury DePpartTMENT, May 17, 1837. 
Sir: You will receive, enclosed, the blank form in which the Trea- 


| surer of the United States will, hereafter, issue his drafts, in convenient 


sums for payments to the creditors of the Government, and fur ad. 


| vances made, in pursuance of law, to disbursing officers, with the 


signatures of the Treasurer and Register written on its face, for infor- 
mation asto their hand writing. 

The warrants on which these drafis may be issued will be retained 
in the possession of the Treasurer; and the drafts will be directed for 
payment, either to a cashier of a bank, a collector of the customs, or 
a receiver of public moneys, as the convenience of the service may 
require. For greater safety, notice will be given by the Treasurer to 
the bank, collector, or receiver, on whom they shall be drawn, stating 
the date, number, and amount of each draft drawn on them respect ively, 
and also the name of the person or persons in whose favor they issuc 

If the drafis on the banks be not seasonably discharged on present- 
ment, thecollectors and receivers are requested to redeem them by re- 
ceiving them in payment for duties or public lands, provided that be- 
fore they shall be received by any such collector or receiver, a ceriifi- 
cate that they have been proporly presented to the bank, and not paid, 
shall be furnished. This certificate will be given on the hack of them 


| by the cashier of the bank on which they are drawn ; or, on his fail- 


ure to give such certificate, or his signature not being known or veri- 
fied to the collector and the receiver. the Treasurer of the United 
States, on a return of the checks to him, and his being convinced, ly 
any evidence, that the bank declines to pay them in a manuer satis- 
factory to the holier, will himself make a certificate thereon, which 
will justify the above-named officers in taking them up in the manner 
before described. 

The drafts so received by you will immediately be cancelled by @ 


| cross with ink. on their face, and a hole cut through the centre of them, 


Retaining a schedule of the numbers and amount of each, you will 
then transmit them, weekly,to the Treasurer of the Unired Siates ; 


| and the officers by whom they were taken up ae their receipt by 


the Treasurer, obtain credits in their accounts with the United States 
for the amount of such asare correct. You will also return to him 
weekly, a statement of the gross amount of checks taken up, and of 
the gross amount of money on hand. : 

The banks on which these checks are drawn, if paying them, will 
be expected to act in a similar manner as to cancelling and returning 


them weekly to the Treasurer. 


LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury 
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Vv, public creditor, if insisted on by him; it being due, in both 
honor and good faith, as well to him as to the Treasury. 
It is true that the difficulty of procuring it when wanted 

Sir: Replies having, in most cases, been received to my | has been somewhat enhanced, and this, at the time when 
circular, addressed in May last to the cashiers of those de- | demands for it are increased, and the ability of some of the 
posite banks which had suspended specie payments, I now | banks is weakened by the failures of some of their custom- 
propose to submit a few remarks to your consideration, | ers. But these are obstacles which are by no means insu- 
growing out of those replies, and out of events which have | perable, and which, when occurring, it is the duty, and it 
since transpired in connexion with your relations to the | is hoped will be the desire, of every bank to make efforts to 
Treasury Department. remove, at any reasonable expense and trouble. 

1. It affords me much gratification to find, so far as re- 3. The returns of the condition of the selected banks, 
gards the inquiry concerning payment and security, a great | which were requested to be continued, have generally been 
willingness expressed to make the United States amply | made with promptitude and regularity. But while it is 
safe for the eventual payment of all that is due, and a strong | very satisfactory to see, in most cases, a reduction in dis- 
conviction entertained by the banks that no loss will be counts and circulation, and which course is the most ef- 
ultimately sustained by the Government. But, whenever | ficient to cure one of the existing evils in banking, and to 
reasonable doubts on this subject have arisen with the De- | enable the institutions which have suspended specie pay- 
partment, steps have been taken to procare additional se- | ments to resuine them at an early day, and with much 
curity, or to withdraw the public funds more rapidly, if | greater safety, it is regretted that, in a few instances, this 
possible, than was otherwise intended. And a part of the | course has not been adopted. But whenever departed from 
object of this communication is to apprize you that such | in such a crisis, the error has tended, and must tend here- 
will be the course which a sense of duty must require me | after, to impair the confidence of the Department in the 
to continue to pursue in regard to any bank whose condi- | sound management of the institution, and to justify such 
tion may appear doubtful, while the relation of debtor and | steps as may lead to a more speedy withdrawal of the pub- 
creditor exists between it and the Treasury. lic money, or to the procurement of increased security. 

2. Another portion of that circular communicated in- 4. Such a departure, also, is likely to delay the resumip- 
formation concerning the lenient mode which, under the | tion of specie payments, concerning which the views of the 
severe losses experieneed by many of the banks from mer- | former deposite banks were requested in that circular, and 
cantile failures, and under the embarrassments to others, | have generally been since presented. Without claiming 
caused by panic and want of confidence, was contemplated | the right to interfere on this subject beyond the deep solici- 
to be adopted in recalling the public funds. ‘That mode | tude and interest felt by the Treasury Department concern- 
was by such moderate drafts and transfers as the public ing the condition and conduct of all its debtors, and beyond 
necessities should, from time to time, demand; and an ear- its duty vigilantly to examine into those points when indul- 
nest request having been made for a satisfactory compliance | gences are sought or granted, the inquiries before mention- 
with it on the part of the banks, assurances have generally | ed were made on these accounts alone. It has been a mat- 
been given of a readiness to answer those calls with prompt- | ter of regret to find, in most of the explanations on the sub- 
itude, and in an acceptable manner. But, though it is | ject of suspending as well as resuming specie paymentr, 
gratifying to add that, in most cases, these assurances have | that the action of ove bank has been made to depend so 
since been fulfilled, and something like three millions of | exclusively on that of others. The location, losses, liabil: 
dollars of public money have been paid over by the discon- | ties, and means of the banks, were and still are very dif- 
tinued banks since the 12th of May last, and, in a few in- | ferent among themselves, as well as in different quarters of 
stances, all which was on hand; and though about nine | the country. In illustration of this remark, it may be men- 
millions more are expected to be paid early in July, yet, | tioned that several of them, as in the Eastern States in 
iu some cases, proper efforts and sacrifices do not appear | 1814, have actually continued to pay specie, and many 
to have been inade to discharge their important obligations | others appear to have had ample ability to do it, if more 
to tue Treasury. In such cases, and especially where the | courage, energy, and independence had fortunately been 
neglect produced serious inconvenience to our fiscal opera- | united with their great available means. Since the panic 
tions, or injury to the public credit, the Department has | has in some degree subsided, and the opportunity has been 
felt compelled, by its responsibility to the Government, to | enjoyed for lessening balances, discounts, and circulation, 
take preparatory measures suitable to obtain indemnity for | and when so much more can be done, in this respect, with- 
the past, and enforce those obligations in future. It will | out causing distress, in consequeuce of the diminished busi- 
feel obliged to adopt such measures hereafter in all similar | ness of the community, aud the smaller demand for money, 
instances ; and, though its moderation and lenity have been, | it is to be lamented that a more general effort has not been 
and will be, as great as is supposed to be justifiable, they | made to resume specie payments at the earliest day practi- 
must not be misconstrued into indifference or forgetfulness | cable and safe. It is true that a few banks very commend- 
of what is due as well from the banks as to the public | ably have already resumed, and are in the successful dis- 
creditors and the United States. | charge of their plain legal obligations, though on a reduced 

The location of several of the banks, and the small | scale in business and profits ; and that others are efficiently 
amount of public money in their possession, will exempt | attempting to place themselves in a similar position. But, 
them from many calls at present, and enable them easily , from the replies to my inquiries, the inclination seems to 
to mect such as are made. But the situation of others will, | be too prevalent for the banks in one city, county, State, 
under all just forbearance, render the calls upon them more | or large region of country, to postpone the measure till all 
frequent and imperative, and will require, as itis hoped | others in the Union are ready and willing to unite. Their 
they will receive, a correspondent exertion to answer them. | positions, in various respects, ure essentially urlike, though 
Such exertion, it is believed, will in the end be far better | in general very strong. The condition of the former de- 
for all concerned, though accompanied by some temporary _ posite banks, as a whole, is believed to be stronger now, as 
sacrifices, than to suffer loss of character, by incurring the | to specie compared with circulation, or immediate means to 
imputation of a continued violation of essential duties, and | meet immediate liabilities, so as readily to sustain specic 
by exposing the Treasury to embarrassment, and the pub- | payments under ordinary circumstances, than has been the 
lic creditors and officers tu severe injury. condition of all the banks in the United States at any for- 

The Department cannot recognise the right of any for- | mer period for the last quarter of a century. Their especie, 
mer depository to be exempted from paying specie to the © on an average, is about one to three of their circulation, and 


Vou, XIV.—A 7 


Treasury Derartent, July 3, 1837. 
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their immediate means nearly one to two and a half of their 
immediate liabilities. But, in some large sections of coun- 
try, the specie is in a ratio quite 30 per cent. greater, while 
in others it is less. ‘he want of confidence in some places, 
and the effects of losses in others, and which constitute the 
only other principal differences in the ability, at different 
periods, to sustain such payments, have not extended in 
the same degree to all places, and have already diminished 
much more in some of them than in others. 

It is therefore earnestly hoped that, by prudent and per- 
severing efforts, a resumption of specie payments can be ef- 
fected at no very remote day, and successfully maintained 
by many of those institutions indebted to the Treasury. 
So far as this Department has power to encourage such ef- 
forts, it has done, and cheerfully will do it, while the ex- 
isting laws remain unrepealed, by giving a decided prefer- 
ence for holding all kinds of public deposites to such banks 
as pay specie. But, beyond that, Congress and the States 
alone can lawfully extend other assistance. 

You will more readily excuse my anxiety on this topic, 


when, besides the reasons before stated, you are assured of | 
the strong convictions entertained by this Department that 


the resumption of specie payments, as soon as it can be ac- 
complished by any reasonable exertions or sacrifices, would 
not only increase the facilities of our fiscal operations, and 
much promote the convenience of the public creditors, but 
tend to remove many reproaches from the banking institu- 
tions themselves, and to preserve a strong sense of moral 
obligation to discharge faithfully, so far as able, every duty 
imposed by law. 
Respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secre lary of the Treasu y 
To the Casurm ; 


if —_—— 


UNEXPENDED APPROPRIATIONS. 

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasu 

the infor mation a red by @ res saladion of the House 

of the 11th instant, i relatic n ty the amount of ap- 

propriations of the aad tae the present years remain- 

ing uUnexp nded, d Septe mber 15, 1837. Read, and 
laid upon the table 


fransmalling 


Trrastny DevarntrMenr, 
September 14, 1837. 

Sin: This report is submitted in compliance with the 
following resolution, passed on the I 1th instant: 

** Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected, with as litile delay as possible, to communicate to 
this House the amount of the appropriations of the past 
and present years remaining unexpended; the amount re- 
quired to fulfil all exis sting engagements contracted prior to 
the first day of June last, and all existing engagements 
contracted since that time; also, the amount of money 
drawn from the Treasury and placed in the hands of dis- 
bursing officers or agents un the first day of May = t and 
at the present time ; and that he also te port what ol jects of 
public expenditure can with the least injury to the public 
service be either wholly dispensed with during the present 
year, or bear any material reduction.” 

* The tabular statement annex 
amount of the eae ions of the past and present vears 
remaining unexpended” to be $24,075,239 37. (A.) 

In reply to the iadiles as to **the amount of money 
drawn from the Treasury and placed in the hands of dis- 
bursing officers or azents on the first day of May last, and 
at the present time,” I would state that, at the former 
pe riod, it appears to have been $5,264,052 95, and at th 


tic 


latter $5,049,540 76. It may be useful to add, that both 


ad 


“d sh WS, AS de ired, 2s the 


sums are much larger than they would otherwise be, in 


l inexpended Appropriations 


consequence of the unu:ual amount of deposites by officers 
of the mint. 

In relation to ‘* what objects of public expenditure cau, 
with least injury to the public service, be either wholly 
dispensed with during the present year, or bear any material 
reduction,” I would observe that a minute and critics! 
examination on this point was instituted in May last by this 
Department. 

The result of it was, that enough could and would be 
postponed till next year, to amount to about $15,000,000, 

Consequently, the expenditures during the present year 
were estimated in my recent report upon that basis. After 
every delay of them which the public interests may permit, 
it is therefore expected that, of the outstanding appropria- 
tions, now exceeding $24,000,000, not much over nino 
millions will necessarily be required to be expended during 
the residue of the year. 

Since this resolution passed, further inquiries on this 
point were instituted, in connexion with the other Depart 
ments of the Government; but the result cannot be essen 
tially varied from that to which the Department arrive! 
last spring. 

The particular heads of appropriations that it is supposed 
need not and will not be expended in full during the year, 
and the amounts under each, are very numerous and diffi- 
cult to be prepared; but, if desired, will be submitted 
(hereafter) with as little delay as practicable. 

The only remaining inquiry is ‘‘the amount required (o 
fulfil all existing engagements contracted prior to the first 
day of June last, and all existing engagements contracted 
since that time.” 

Each Department has been requested to furnish a state- 
ment on this subject as early as it can be com pleted. But 
some delay being unavoidable, it has in the mean time been 
deemed advisable to submit immediately the answers to the 
other portions of the resolution. ‘Those statements will 
he made as comprehensive as possible, but can of course 
relate to ouly a small part of the whole appropriations of 
Congress, which it h:s been and will be necessary to ex 
pend during the year. All salaries of judicial, executive, 
or other officers—the expenses of foreign intercourse— 
the pay and subsistence in both the army and navy—al! 
pensions—all Indian annuities—all private bills which have 
passed—many miscellaneous appropriations, with several 
other items—stand independent of any special engagements 
or contracts made by any public officers, and cannot there 
fore enter into this computation. 

Respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY ; 
Secretary of the Treasury 

Hon. J. K. Povx, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A. 

Slalement of the amount of appropriations of the past 

and present years remaining unexpenied on the 1th 

September, 1837, inclusive, agreeably to a res solution nof 

the House of Representatives of the Vth inst., viz 
Balances of appropriations on the 3ist 

December, 1836, - - - $16,752,283 09 
Appropriations made at 

the second session of 

the 24th Congress, 

exclusive of the Post- 


office Department, $28,578,897 19 


Specific and indetinite 


appropriations made 
by former acts of Con 


gress, - 2,924,250 10 





ales S¥.400,087 50 
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Expenditures of the United States from 
the Ist January to the 11th September, 


1837, . - . - 24,077,931 22 | 








Leaving balances of appropriations, 11th 
September, 1837 - - - $24,075,239 37 
Treasury Deraatmerr, 
Reetsten’s Orrice, September 12, 1837. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 


PAY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS IN SPECIE, &c. 





Letter from the Seeretary of the Treasury, transmitting | 
the information required by the resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the \\th instant, in relation to the 
offer to pay members of Congress in specie, &e. Sep- 
tember 15, 1837, read, and laid upon the table. 


Treascay Derpantment, Seplember 14, 1837. 

Sin: This report is submitted in compliance with the | 
following resolution, passed the | 1th instant: 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury report to 
this House whether a letter, purporting to be addressed by 
him to the Clerk of the House, offering payment in specie 
to members of Congress, is authentic; if so, to what other 
claimants on the Treasury a similar offer has been made, | 
and what principle of discrimination, if any, has been 
adopted in the medium of payment to the public creditors. | 
Also, 

‘«That he report, so far as now ascertained, the amount 
of specie received by the Government since the first day of | 
May last; the sources from whence derived, and the amount | 
from each; the regulations under which the satne or any 
part thereof has been disbursed ; the persons to whom paid, 
and the sums paid to each; the amount now on hand, and 
where deposited: also, whether, since the date above, the 
public dues or any portion thereof have been received in pro- 
tested drafts, or any funds other than those prescribed by 
the joint resulution of the 30th of April, 1816.” 

The first inquiry is, ‘*whether a letter purporting to be 
addressed by him to the Clerk of the House, offering pay- 
ment in specie to members of Congress, is authentic.”’ 
The undersigned did address a letter to the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, a copy of which is annexed, 
(A 1,) and, on the same day, another letter of like import 
to the Secretary of the Senate. Neither of these was pub- 
lished by this Department, but being on the subject refer- 
red to, though no date is given in the resolution, it is pre- 
sumed the first one is that the authenticity of which the 
undersigned is requested officially to verify. The next in- 
quiry Is, **to what other claimants on the Treasury a sim- 
ilar offer has been made, and what principle of discrimina- 
tion, if any, has been adopted in the medium of payment 
to the public creditors.” In reply to this he would state, 
generally, that a similar offer to fulfil the law, by paying 
‘lemands on the Treasury in specie, when preferred to bank 


Pay Members of Congress in Specie, §c. 
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indispensable to perform the disagreeable task of making 
some discrimination in paying out what specie the Treasu- 
ry had; otherwise the Department would have been com- 
pelled to resort to a course still more objectionable—a gen- 
eral and absolute refusal to pay the specie on hand, or 
which might be collected, to any public creditor whatever. 
As the acts of Congress seemed imperatively to require that 
specie or its equivalent should be alone paid whenever de- 


| sired, if it could be procured, such a refusal would have in- 


volved the Department in the guilt or folly of paying noth- 
ing in conformity to law, because it was not able in that 
manner to pay every thing. It would have violated the 


| plain and imperative directions of Congress in all cases, 


and where no necessity existed to do it, and no inability to 
obey them could be pretended, because that necessity and 
inability happened to exist in some cases, and only to a 
limited extent; consequently, an obligation to pay the 
specie, so far as the Department was able, seemed no less 
reasonable than legal. Butas no act of the Legislature 
pointed out the kind of discrimination to be adopted in such 
an emergency, it became indispensable for the Department 
to exercise a sound discretion on the whule subject, regu- 
lating it by the circumstances of the various cases and the 
straitened extent of its means. This was done by making 
the offer of full or part payment when it appeared to be re- 


| required by the peculiar character of some of the claims, 
| the usages of the Department, or the necessities of certain 


branches of the public service. The local position of much 
of the specie in the Treasury, in respect to the residence of 
many of the creditors, furnished in some cases another 
guide. Bat, in adopting an unavoidable discrimination, 
the endeavor has been to make it as little invidious as pos- 
sible, and, in no cases, is it believed, whatever importuni- 
ties may have been used, have any such payments been 
made out of the ‘T'reasury to officers of the Government in 
preference to other public creditors, similarly situated, ex- 
cept it be in a few instances, to defray the mere travelling 
expenses of army officers. The particular classes of claim- 
ants who have received such offers and such payments, 
when desired, and the particular principles of discrimina- 
tion in each of them, will be exhibited more fully in the fol- 


lowing statements. 


But, in order to understand the grounds of that discrimi- 
nation, it will be necessery that the House should first be 
apprized of the general situation and amount of the specie 
which the Department has fortunately been able to com- 
mand, and which is required to be reported by the last 
branch of the resolution. 

On the suspension of specie payments by the banks in 
May last, the Treasurer had in the mint a deposite for the 


| purpose of procuring metal for coining, equal to about a 


million of dollars. {See C.] But most of it then was, 
and still is, in use for that purpose, and for other operations 


| of the establishment, so as to leave only a part of the whole, 


paper, has been made to many claimants; and, though not | 


able to extend it to all immediately, yet, specie being by 
law promised to all who require it, the Department has 
frequently given assurances that it should be paid to all as 
8000 as a sufficiency could be obtained. The offer of it has, 
therefore, been enlarged from time to time, corresponding 
with the increase of our resources in specie, s9 as to em- 
brace aa great a number of public creditors as the imme- 
diate and available amount of such resources in the Treas- 
ury would justify. But when, by the stoppage of specie 
payments on the part of the banks in May last, and by the 
indulgences granted to the merchants in postponing the 
payment of their bonds for duties, sufficient specie could 
not be obtained to pay all the public claims till Congress 
should furnish aid by some new legal provision, it beeame 


| 


amounting perhaps to one-fourth, subject to be drawn out 
and employed for other vbjects, without obstructing or de- 
feating the original design of Congress and the Executive 
in having it placed there. 

The amount of duties paid in specie since May has not, in 
consequence of indulgences granted to the mercantile inter- 
est, been sufficient to defray even the expenses of collecting 
it, and of demands by the merchants on their debentures, but 


| it is supposed to equal about five hundred thousand dol- 


lars, and that portion of it which has been subject to draft, 


| being about one-fifth, is stated with all the particularity and 


accuracy pow attainable, in the table annexed. [C.}] The 
former deposite banks which continued to pay specie on the 
eastern side of the Allegany mountains, held public money 
equalling in all about $300,000. In and near the Atlantic, 
there has been paid into the Treasury for patents, for some 
of the interest on stocka owned by the Indians, for repay- 
ments, and some miscellaneous items, with what the dis- 
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continued deposite banks were induced from time to time to 
transfer to the Treasurer, about the sum of $200,000. 
{See C.] Of this, the interest on Indian stocks, not yet 
carried into the Treasurer's books, is near $40,000. The 
advances or payments made by the banks on drafts to indi- 
viduals, have been considerable ; but, as hereafier explained, 
the amount is entirely conjectural, and cannot be ascer- 
tained without much delay. The transfers to the T'reas- 
urer constituted about $130,000 of the above aggregate. 
[See C.} 
On the other side of the Alleghanies, the cottectines | 


amounted to near half a million, which were in hand in 
specie in the land offices when the suspension of specie | 
payments by the banks there took place. Notice was pre- | 
viously despatched to them by this Department not to de- | 
posite more in banks, until receiving further orders, if a 
suspension took place. Other collections, to a consider- | 
able amount, continued to be made during the residue of | 
May, and since, probably equalling one million one hun- | 
dred thousand dollars more. [C.] The fiscal means of pay- | 
ing in specie in that region, and especially the West, were 
of course much more ample than elsewhere. The banks in 
that quarter have also frequently paid out small sums in 
specie since May, on Treasury drafts, the amount of which 
cannot be now ascertained, besides in several instances, as 
before detailed, making transfers of it to the Treasurer, to | 
aid the public operations on the seaboard. Under these 
circumstances, and in all the United States, the Depart- 
ment has probably, since the middle of May, paid out quite | 
as much specie for meeting ordinary expenditures as has 
been demanded for that purpose during many periods of 
similar length before the banks suspended specie pay- 
ment. By condensing these views, and using more par- 
ticularity, it appears, and is stated in reply to several in- | 
quiries in the last branch cf the resolution, that, since the | 
suspension of specie payments, which is the date nearest to 
the first of May from which we have special returns of 
specie, the whole amount of it on hand applicable to gen- 
eral purposes has been over $3,000,000. ‘The amount for 
all purposes has exceeded $4,000,000, including that in 
the mint and the custom-houses. The sources from which 
derived, and the amount from each, with ‘* the persone to | 
whom paid, and the sums paid to each,” are also detailed, 
so far as now ascertained on the Treasurer's books, and in 
conformity to the resolution, in A 2, B, and C. So far as | 
otherwise known, the residue of the receipts not appearing 
on his books, is given in the above statements, and the 
residue of the payments is given in the following details. 
A part of the latter are included in the payments made by 
the collectors of the customs since the suspension -by the 
banks, and not on drafts of the T: easurer ; and which pay- 
ments altogether amounted, as ascertained and estimated, 
to about $1,500,000. Of this sum about $950,000 have 
been paid for debentures, and $550,000 for other purposes, 
chiefly connected with the customs. 

The portion of this amount which has been paid in 
specie, cannot, however, be ascertained from the returns 
received at the Department with much accuracy, but it is 
estimated at halfa million. It is only the balance after 
these payments, and after what is necessary to be kept on 
hand for similar ones, which is reported to the Treasurer 
as subject to draft for general purposes. 

Similar remarks are applicable to the payments, not on 
drafts of the Treasurer, but which by law are required to be 
first made at the land offices, of the current expenses of 
collection, and which probably have equalled, since the 
middle of May, $70,000. 

From all the data in possession of the Department, it is 
computed that the ** amount now on hand,” subject to the 
draft of the Treasurer, is about $2,100,000; and all of it, 
except half a million of what is in the mint, may be con- 
sidered as available for public purposes. 
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The places ‘* where” it is deposited” appear in the 
same documents, and in statement D, with table R annexed 
to the report on finances, at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session. The classes of persons to whom it was paid, 
and ** the regulations under which the same™ or any part 
thereof has been disbursed,” will now be stuted, in con- 
nexion with the grounds or ‘¢ principle of discrimination’’ 
which has been adopted, and which, by the resolution, is 


| also requested to be stated. 


1. The Department at first offered to pay, and did cause 
to be paid, when desired, in specie, the debentures of the 
merchants. It afterwards defrayed, in the same way, some 
of the expenses pertaining to the custom-houses. It did 
this, because, as before stated, those claims could by law 
only be defrayed from the accruing revenue, before it was 
carried into the Treasury, and not by drafts from the 
Treasury itself; and that revenue was continued to be re- 
quired in specie or its equivalent. It has persevered in 
discharging those claims in that manner till not only all the 
specie then on hand and since collected for duties was in 
several places exhausted, but it has caused considerable 
portions of money, before collected for duties, to be refund- 
ed to the collectors, and in specie, if necessary, in order, 
as far as possible, with promptitude and in a satisfactory 
manner, to discharge the publice engagements as to deben- 
tures and other current expenses connected with the col- 
lection of duties. 

2. The salaries of all the land officers, and the ex- 
penses of collecting the proceeds of the sales, have next 


| been paid in specie, on the same principle; as they could 


legally be discharged, not in drafts and out of the Treas- 
ury, but only from the accruing receipts, and the Depart- 
ment continued to require that those receipts should be in 
specie. 

3. The moneys refunded from the sales of land which 
proved to be defective in title, or erroneous, were also paid 
back to the purchasers in specie, not only because so re- 
ceived, but because it had been customary before to give 
drafts for the amounts on land offices rather than on banks. 

4. The fees received for patents and refunded since May 
have also, when desired, been paid back in specie, on a 
similar ground of discrimination. 

5. The next distinct and very large class of claimants 
who have been so paid, is the Indians and those connect- 
ed with their affairs. A portion of their annuities and 
supplies, as well as @ part of the expense of their removal, 
had in former years been paid in specie, and it was deemed 
just as well as prodent to continue this practice. Nor was 
it inconvenient—the amount of specie in the Jand offices 
being so large, and many of them so well situated for facil- 
itating the object. 

6. A considerable part of the payment for certain State 
stocks bought by the War Department, for investment of 
Indian funds, has, on a similar principle, and to fulfil 
scrupulously the spirit of the trust confided to the Govern- 
ment, been thus paid. It seemed proper also, under the 
further consideration of being required by the nature of tho 
contract for purchasing them. 

7. This Department has also offered to pay, and has 
paid out, when requested, specie for all claims on the 
Chickasaw funds under its peculiar charge, and has done 
it on the ground that only specie has been received in their 
behalf for interest on the State stocks purchased for them, 
and for the sales of their lands. 

8. Another class of payments has been made with a 
view to secure, as far as practicable, the efficient upera- 
tions of the State, War, and Navy Vepartments, under 
the great embarrassments incident to the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks. Hence, bills of exchange 
have been purchased here with specie, and the bills 
seasonably remitted to our agents abroad, where, of course, 
bank notes could not be used, for the purpose of meeting 
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the expenses of the State Department. On the same prin- 
ciples, the pursers of the navy, in vessels about to sail to 
foreign stations, have, as was before usual and indispensa- 
ble, without great delay and embarrassment to the public 
service, been supplied with sufficient specie to defray ne- 
cessary expenses when touching at intermediate. ports. 
The bills of exchange drawn by them abroad for cash and 
provisions furnished there, have also, on the same principle, 
when requested, been promptly paid here in specie. Ona 
like principle, as well as to prevent serious losses, and dis- 
credit to the Government, the bills drawn by pursers on the 
navy agents abroad, the advances made by those agents 
there, and the contracts to furnish them money here, have 
all, when demanded, been met in this country with specie. 
Tt will be the endeavor of the Department that they shall 
be so met in fature, while suitable funds remain at its dis- 
posal. 

9. In the domestic operations of the War and Navy De- 
partments, as well asin carrying on the public works not 
connecied with them, specie has likewise been occasionally 
furnished to pursers, paymasters, and other agents, to ena- 
ble them to make change and pay small sums in their week- 
ly settlements. These have embraced those persons in 
public employment, whether seamen, soldiers, laborers or 
others, at the yards, forts, and other places in which nation- 
al works were in progress. In several cases, the firmer 
deposite banks have also voluntarily provided a sufficiency 
for these purposes. By this discrimination much inconveni- 
ence and dissatisfaction under the pecuniary embarrassment 
of the times have been obviated. Considerable sums have 
also been drawn for on specie-paying banks, to aid in carry- 
ing on the necessary preparations for the defence of Florida. 

10. This Department has likewise offered to pay reason- 
able amounts in specie, when requested, towards the large 
sums due pensiuners, in order, as far as practicable, to ac- 
commodate so meritorious a class of claimants. In several 
instances, it has given drafts for that purpose, and bas pro- 
posed to give more. Some specie has been furnished by 
the former fiscal bank agents for the same object. 

11. It has also, when desired, furnished specie to the 
War Department to defray travelling expenses of officers, 
the great inconveniences and losses in using paper for that 
object being, in the present posture of affaire, very obvious 
and peculiarly troablesome. It has proposed to do this in 
all such cases hereafter, when desired, and in its power. 

12. On like principles this Department subsequently 
made the offer as to the payinent in specie of the expenses 
of members of Congrees at the present session, if preferred 
by any of them to bank notes, or to drafts. The session 
being special, and supposed likely to be very short, the ex- 
penses would chiefly consist of what was cue for travel, and 
it was deemed suitable to offer, while able, a convenient 
currency for that object, to such as might desire it. Other 
means of payment were at the time proposed for any who 
might not deem it proper, under the existing circumstances 
of the case and of the Treasury, to demand or accept gold 
and silver, either in full or in part. 

13. As the specie at command increased by further re- 
turns from the land offices in June and July, and by con- 
siderable transfers to the Treasurer at the seat of Govern- 
ment by some of the former deposite banks, (there being 
no general agent on or near the seaboard except himself 
competent by law to receive them,) the Department has 
gradually had greater amounts of specie in this city as well 
as in the Western land offices, and has been enabled, from 
time to time, to extend fully or in part, as already enumera- 
ted, and even further, its offers of payments in specie to 
numerous claimants. 

14. Where judges and other officers of courts resided near 
land offices in which there was an ample supply of coin, 
or near collectors, and a request was made for drafts on 
them rather than on banks, they have often been given, and 
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paid in specie. Large portions of money for expenditures 
for labor on the national road in two of the Western States 
have been farnished by drafts for specie on the land offices. 
In numerous other cases, public creditors, living near such 
offices, have indiscriminately, when desired, been paid in 
specie by drafts on them. In several instances, where the 
money had accumulated in particular offices, and claimants, 
though living at a distance, chose to take drafts on them, 
instead of banks, they have been offered such drafts, and 
been paid in specie. But, usually, when claimants resided 
at a distance, the Treasury drafts on banks have been so 
near the vulue of specie that they have been accepted rather 
than others on land offices more remote. In some cases, 
drafts on banks in large commercial cities have been prefer- 
red eveii to drafts on land offices situated near the claimants. 
It will be seen that the discrimination in these last cases 
has generally arisen from local convenience to the parties 
and the local origin of the claim, or the abundance of 
specie beyond the local wants of a few particular points, 
rather than from any distinction growing out of the nature 
of the claim itself. 

15. The next claimants who have been offered payments 
in specie, and have received it, are the holders of the debt 
existing against the cities in the District of Columbia. 

That debt was assumed by the United States in trust, 
and on a conditional assignment of certain stock, and the 
interest was ordered to be paid by an act of Congress. As 
the interest due to the United States on the stocks which 
were held against others has been required to be paid, and 
has, in most cases since May last, been actually paid in 
specie, it was deemed just to make the rule reciprocal, and 
pay this interest in specie so far and so long as able to do it. 

It was supposed, also, that the public faith would suffer 
more by a neglect or inability to fulfil scrupulously a trust 
like this, than to meet the whole of any ordinary appro- 
priation immediately in specie, if demanded, during a pe- 
riod of such embarrassment. 

16. The only remaining class of claimants to whom 
specie is now remembered to have been offered to be paid 
immediately, is the holders of the scrip for the fifth instal- 
ment of the French indemnity. A considerable portion of 
that had not been adjusted when the banks suspended spe- 
cie payments; but it having been brought home in specie, 
and part of it being in the mint, it was requested to be paid 
in specie, and was so adjusted by the agent with those de- 
manding it. 

These vurious classes do not include two or three trans- 
fer orders to States, which were drawn on banks situated 
near and paying specie. This was done in compliance 
with notices given before May last, and the Department 
has not been informed whether in these cases specie was 
either demanded or paid. In some cases, however, of such 
tranfers, drawn on other banks, specie has been demanded 
by the holders of them, and, though occasionally refused, 
has sometimes been paid, rather than submit to a protest 
and complaint to this Department. ‘che other banks are 


| also known to have paid specie in many cases, either in 


| full or in part, on common drafts; but as the amounts so 


paid are not regularly returned here, the aggregate of them 
is entirely conjectural. 

The drafts given here are also often in favor of agents, 
pursers, paymasters, &c., in large amounts; and though 
their names and the gross sums paid to them have been as- 
certained and stated, yet, to ascertain the names of all the 
workmen, seamen, soldiers, and officers, as well as pen- 
sioners, Indian traders, and their assignees, who have been 
the real creditors, and in the end received the specie, and 
the amounts paid to each, would require the opening of a 
correspondence with almost every public station and pub- 
lic agency in the United States. So, the merchants to 
whom debenture certificates have been paid in specie, as 
well as the other persons, and amounts to whom it has 
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or lands, and whether to officers in the customs and land 
offices, or to laborers and contractors under them, cannot, 
though now ascertained elsewhere, be known here without 
special applications to most of the ports and land offices in 
the United States, and without a delay of several months. 

All claimants who have not resided near land offices and 
had offers of drafts on them, or who, when residing at a 
distance, have declined to take drafts on them or on banks 
not paying specie, and thus have not heen paid in full or 
in part, under any of the above classes of cases, must be 
considered as not having received any other offer of imme- 
diate payment in specie. But they have, when inquiring, 
been informed that the Department did not request them 
to accept any other medium of payment, unless more sat- 
isfactory than to wait till sufficient specie could be collect- 
ed, or be provided by Congress for all public creditors and 
officers demanding it. They have been assured, also, thut 
the Department would spare no proper effort to have this 
accomplished at the earliest day practicable, and in the 
mean time, (that all should be paid in specie to the extent 
of its means, without endangering the ability to continue 
thus, ) to discharge such occasional demands of an impera- 
tive character as have been described under some of the 
above classes. 


It is due, however, to the public claimants generally to | 


state that, whether creditors or officers, the demands actu- 


ally made by them on the Department for specie have not, | 


in most tases, been characterized hy any wish to increase 
the existing difficulties, and have not much exceeded its 


ability to discharge them, increased as it has been from | 


time to time by increased receipts in specie. 

In several of the above cases, also, the offer by the De- 
partment to pay in specie, has been voluntarily made, or 
without any previous request. ‘This was done froin a con- 
viction that, under all the circumstances, the offer was 
just; but leaving to the claimant himself the propriety and 
the election to accept it or not, considering the nature of 
his claim, the place at which the specie was situated, and 
the other modes of payment proposed instead of it. 

The undersigned cannot allow himself to apprehend 
that, in thus making all reasonable efforts in his power to 
pay specie to the public creditors instead of a depreciated 
currency, and, where not enough specie could be collected 
for the whole of them, to pay it to us many as practicable, 
and in the manner explained, he has mistaken the require- 
ments of either the acts of Congress or his official duty. 

The last part of the call on this Department relates to 
another subject, and is ‘‘ whether, since the date above, 
the public dues, or any portion thereof, have been received 
in protested drafts, or any funds other than those prescribed 
by the joint resolution of the 30th April, 1816.” In an- 
swer to this, the undersigned would state that, since the 
Ist of May, no instructions have been given to receive for 


public dues any kind of money except specie or the notes | 


of banks paying specie. But on the 15th of that month, 


as stated in the report at the commencment of this session, | 


a circular, which is thereto annexed, was issued to collect- 
ors and receivers, requesting them to redeem or take up in 
behalf of the Treasury, by receiving for duties and lands, 
such drafts of the Treasurer on the banks as the latter did 
not pay satisfactorily when presented. 

This was done to prevent delays and losses to the public 


creditors, which would have resulted from a return of the | 


drafts, when not paid, and the issue of new ones on another 
bank, or on a collector or receiver, as in former times has 
often been done by this Department. It saved, also, the 
procrastination and trouble of writing a special letter, as 
had occasionally been practised, in some such cases, to 
another bank, or to a collector, to take up the first draft 
when it had not been paid in behalf of the Treasury by the 
first drawee. The-usage of this Department, from the earli- 
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been paid out of the accruing revenue, whether from duties 





est period, sometimes to draw such drafts in the first instance 
on receivers and collectors as well as on banks, may be seen 
in a report of the House of Representatives on the mode oj 
doing business in the Treasury Department, 22d May, 
1794, and in a report from this Department to the Senate, 
12th January, 1835. 

This appeared to settle the only principle involved in the 
measure under consideration; as a general direction to take 
up certain drafts seemed as competent asa special direction 
in a draft itself, or in a letter to pay any particular draft. 

Beside the obvious propriety and good faith in causing 
| its drafts for debts to be-paid in any prompt way, the course 
of taking them for duties was likewise directed as early as 
1789. (See F 1, annexed to report from this Departmen: 
made to Congress on the 5th instant.) It was supposed 
then, as well as now, not to be a question of currency, v1 
relating to the kind of money receivable for public dues ; 
but a question of paying or satisfying oar own debts in the 
most punctual, convenient, and faithful manner which was 
practicable under numerous existing difficulties. On the 
same principle, debenture certificates were directed to be 
redeemed in the same way. When the undersigned, in the 
emergencies of the last spring, reflected that the usage had 
been to adopt the course of directing its protested or unpaid 
drafts to be taken up by collectors or other agents, in such 
individual cases as had occasionally occurred in ordinary 
times, he could see no objection; but rather, in such a 
crisis, when such cases were likely to occur often, a great 
| propriety in requiring them, by a general rule, to be redeem- 
ed in all similar instances. When he had caused drafts to 
be given to public creditors, payable on demand, and in gold 
| and silver, he considered the Treasury bound in law and 
| common honesty to treat them as equivalent te gold and 
silver. When the fiscal agent on which they were drawn 
refused thus to pay them, if specie was demanded, at the 
place where payable, it was remembered that, in the com- 
| mon transactions of life, as well as in the practice of the 
| Department, the act was deemed commendable, as well av 

legal, for other agents, though without special instructions, 

to step furward and pay such drafts promptly, for the honor, 
| credit, and benefit of the drawer, which in this case was the 
Treasury. Hence it seemed, in times like the present, 
peculiarly proper to request others to do it by general in- 
structions. 

Tt was furthermore considered that, if any debtor should 
decline to take up, by receiving in payment, a draft or bill 
of his ewn, given for a debt and payable on demand in spe- 
cie, and which the agent on whom it was drawn had re- 
fused to pay, the conduct of such a debtor would, in most 
cases, be regarded as not a little reprehensible. 

Under these circumstances, the undersigned would have 
felt himself unworthy of the high trust confided to his 
charge, if, in the great peril to public credit, and the heavy 
losses threatened to the public creditors, under the suspen- 
sion of specie payments by most of the Treasury depositories, 
| he had not exerted his best efforts, and made the most dili- 
gent researches, to discover and devise legal modes of relief 
| After doing that, he adopted the course above explained— 
a course which seemed not only justified by precedents and 
| sound legal principles, but enabled the banks holding public 
money to discharge their engagements to the United States 
| to that extent, by satisfactory arrangements with the public 
creditors; and, at the same time, was calculated to remove 
any dishonorable stigma from the Government, by protect 
ing its obligations as far as possible from discredit, and by 
preventing much delay and loss to the claimants on the 
Treasury. The amount of drafts so redeemed or paid by 
collectors and receivers, at the request and in behalf of the 
Treasury, from the 15th of May to the 1 Ith instant, accord- 
ing to the returns received to that dace, was $1,237,288 
| In this way, the public creditors to that extent have been 


so far relieved as to realize an amount sometimes near and 
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seliom much below the par of specie, to whi. they were 
entitled. They have obtained this, instead of being sub- 
jected to a total Joss of ten or fifteen per cent. on every 
dollar, and which, in one view of the subject, the banks 
would otherwise have gained at their expense. 

Some of the banks, at the same time, have thus, with 
great usefulness to the community, been induced to make 
more vigorous exertions to renew specie payments at an 
early day, finding that all their obligations could not be 


discharged in a depreciated paper. Respectfully, 


LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


James K. Pouk, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Al. 


Treasuny Derantment, August 16, 1837. 
The near approach of the session of Congress 
makes it proper for me to apprize you, in order that the 
3 information may be used for the benefit and accommodation 
of the members of the House of Representatives, that this 
Department will be prepared to furnish funds for their pay- | 
ment in notes of the city banks, or specie, or to give drafts 


upon several of the collectors of the customs and receivers 
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of the public money, or the former deposite banks, in suit- 
able suma, as may be most convenient to any of them. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


W. 8. Franyxuiy, Esq. 
Clerk of the Ho. of Keps. of the U. S 


A, 2. 


In whose favor. 


' David B. McNeil 
- | Eli K. Price 
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Indians . 
Do ‘ 


Do. 
Du. 


Army . - | 


Engineer Dep". 
Army 
Paymaster 
Army 

Do. - 

Do. : 
Chickasaws 
Army 

Do. 


| Indians 


Engineer De pt t. 
Indians 

Do ° 
Engineer D pt 
Private claims - 
Dist. Attorney 
Marshal 


Surveyor Gen. - 

Private claims - 

Record’r of land 
titles 

Judee : 

Dist. Attorney 

Judge 








yor Gen. - | 


} Dani 
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SrarementT—continued. 


In whose favor. 


Thomas J. Corbin 
Francis McHavry 
Peter Charley - 
Ovid Butler 
Joseph Hook, jr. - 
John Garland 
Do. 
J. Alien - - 
James De Baun - 
C. A. Ogden 
John Garland 
J. Allen - 
E.A Hitehcock 
John C. Reynolds 
Daniel Dunklin - 
C. A. Ogden 
A.A Massias 
E. A. Hitchcock 
Joseph Hook, jr 
John C. Rey nolds 
Daniel Hay . 
C. A. Ogden 
J.B. Brandt 
E. A. Hitchcock 
R. D.C. Collins - 
A. A. Massias 
J. B. Branat 
W.H. Ashley 
LE. A. Hitchcock 
Thomas Swords - 
E. A. Hitchcock 
J. B. Brandt 
A. A. eth 
Thomas J att 
Cashier Phenix Ban 
New York, to 
C. A. Harris 
J. P. Simonton 
John Garland 
C. C. Sibley 
James Allen 





| A. Whiting 


RK. A. Forsy th 
kh. H. Ross 
T. P. Rider ly 
John Williamson 
James De Baun - 
E. B. Dabbit 

Do. 
John Garland 
J r Pettival 
J. A. Phillips 
I Cc 


y. Chapman 
F. Gehon 
C. Dunn - 
D. Irwin - 
Daniel Dunklin - 
James M. Richey 


Frede erick R. ¢ 





W. Wilcoxen 
Daniel Dank lin - 
George W. Ber 
el Dunklin- 
William De ut 
Noble Stanley 
John Met 

John Di . 

W. W. Auster 

D. Dunklir 

Ja esH v uk ly 
George J 


fo is 


J. Wihretston and W. 1 


We 


| Paid 


2 
200 
100 

10,000 


90 
00 | 


00 
00 


10,000 00 
- 7,600 00 
° 16,365 20 


19,000 00 


20,000 | 


14,000 
10,000 


90 
00 


cod 


6,156 


34,315 00 


m™ 


6 UO 





| Outstanding 


100 00 


5,000 


00 


3,450 09 
40,085 00 
7,20 00 


6,000 
16,350 
28,750 
12,000 

1,736 
20,000 
10,000 
12,110 


8,000 
9,200 


27,000 
21, 200 
52,500 
10,00 ) 
13,000 
152 
5,000 
10,000 


6,000 
500 


51,714 
47,965 


200 
9,800 
3.000 
10,000 
5,008 
300 
3,900 
56,000 
2,000 
l 000 


1,270 
3,000 
47,009 
25,990 
33 

62 

50 
159 
150 
20,000 
82 


4,0 
nA 


we) 


5,000 


00 
00 


(Q 
00 
16 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


00 
Oo 
00 
00 
OO 
00 
00 
09 


(0 
00 


00 
00 


00 
ou 
00 
td) 
00 
00 
00 
ou 
oo 
00 


00 
~ 
up 
ao 
15 
A) 
~~ 
oo 
~m 
OO 
15 


mY) 


on 
on 


Q> 


on oo 


(a) 
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Pay Members of Congress in Specie, &c. 














SraTemENT—continued. 














Objects. In whose favor. } Paid. Outstanding. 
Lands - - | David Walter Jones 50 00 | 
Judge - - | R. Wilkins . - . | 375 00 
Surveyor Gen. - | Edward Cross - - i 5,000 v0 
Marshal - -  T. E. Randolph - - | 50 00 
Private Claiuss - | Elias B. Gould - - - 1,020 00 
Do. - | Andres Papy >| - 100 00 
Navy - ~| David Deacon - : 2,500 00:) 
Army - =, McGunnegle & Ways -| 3,378 05 
Indians - - R.D.C,Collins- -| - | 3,900 00 
Do. - - | Jonathan Pinkney : - 125 00 
Do. ° - | M. Stokes . ~ 355 20 
Lands . - | Morgan McAffee . - | 100 48 
Piivate claims - John Shaw - : ~ 194 88 


Isizasn 5 55 | | gate s7a 39 


Amount drafts on receivers paid - $173.540 55 
Ditto on same, outstanding - . - - - 646,574 39 





Total amount drafts on receivers of public moneys 





Total amount drafis on receivers of pub lic t moneys - $820,114 $4 








Ditto, on collectors - ° 57,950 71 
Total - - ° . - - - #878,065 65 
B. 


Drafts for debts drawn on banks which continue to be de- 


~ $820,114 94 | 


positorics since the suspension of specie payments by | 

















others. 
What bank and to whom paid | Amount Total 
ee 
People’s Bank, Bungor, Maine 
A. Newhall, pensionagent’ - ° = $8,000 00 
Brooklyn Bank, New Yo k. 

Asa Fitch, navy, abroad $12,125 00 
J. K. Paulding, navy agent . 5,000 00 
L. L. Van Kleeck, ariny ° - | 590 00 
Patent fees, returned ~- é - 60 00 


Planters’ Bank, Savan 1a h, Geor gia 

S. Walker 14 89 
Cashier, M.M Clark, qr. master’s devs. | 10,000 U0 
T.F. Hunt, quartermaster’s department} 3,000 00 








J. K. F. Mansfield, engineers - 4,800 00 
Cash’r, M.M. Clark, gr. master’s dept 15,000 00 
R. D. Arnold, medical department - 168 00 
J. Marshall, pension agent - . 5,900 Oo 
J. P. Henry, Navy agent : . 1,000 00 
T. F. Hunt, quartermaster’s dept . 19,900 00 
J. Cuyler, ot! - : 625 00 
Cash‘r, M. M. Clark, qr master’s dept 19,900 G0 
W. H. Stiles, district attorney - % 50 00 
I. F. Hunt, quartermaster’s dept. . 25,000 00 
Do. do. du 10,000 00 

-. P. Simonton, Indian department 30,000 00 
Noah B. Sisson, unprovided claims - 775 Ov 
Cashier, for J. A. D’Lagnel y army : 1,040 00 
T F. Hunt, quartermaster’s dept. —- | 25,000 00 
Cash’r, fur M. M. Clark, qr. ms dept . 15,000 00 
John N. McIntosh, light houses - 1,007 00 
Archibald Clark, do . 500 00 
T. F. Hunt, army : . ‘ 1,590 00 
J.K. F. Mansfield, engineer - . 12,000 00 
M. H. McAllister, judiciar . : 773 60 
S. H. Simmons, army - . ° 150 00 
Cashier, for M. C. Buck, army 10,000 00 


J. Marshall, pensions 43 


J. Marshall, pensions . ‘ 0 00 
T. F. Hunt, army 5,634 57 
James Hall, reir fof Florida - - 1,105 00 
W.L. Poole, military agent - 1,154 00 
Christopher Andrews, paymaster 10.000 09 
J. K. F. Mansfield, engineer - 9.000 00 
J. H. Winder, army - . 1,000 09 
——————| $262,627 45 
Insurance Bank of Columbus, Geore 
J. P. Simonton, removal of lndians 5,035 00 


Louisville Savings Instilution 
Joseph Hook, jr., removal of Indians 5009 00 


I. P. Taylor, ara.y - 2,000 00 
John ¢ Reynsid 1s, Cherokee treaty. 1.000 00 

Do lo . 1,50) 00 
W McK it, 1 io m 


7,775 00 | 





Drarts ron Desrs—continued. 








; ~ 


What bank and towhom paid. | Amount. | Total. 




















{ 
Mint of the United States, Philad. 
Asa Fitch, navy agent - 


Interest on Holland loan tothe am | 


ig 
as 


: — 
SSSSessesesss 


$2 $8 


in the District of Columbia 


George Loyall, navy agent - 
Bank of America, foreign bills 


sa6 





Thomas M. Ward, 0. - ° 45,000 00 | 

James De Baun, Chickasaw treaty 1,000 | 

Thomas M. Ward, foreign bills 30,000 00 | 

C. M. Thruston, navy - | 10,000 00 | 

Newport Exchange Bank, Fort Adams 3,840 00 | 

P. Baldwin, foreign bilis : “| 3,500 163,46 

63, > 

Bank Metropolis—(special deposite.) } 

A. M. D. Jackson, a 1,000 00 


T. P. Andrews, paymaster —- -| 
Patent fees, returned - 

Senate and Ho. of Reps. U.S. Cong 
Phineas Bradley, attorney = - 


Branch Bank of Indiana, Lawrence 
egg! JE omc ) : 
Joseph Hook, jr., Indians . : - 116,991 





28: 
3 


00 
71,250 00 
86 


= 


~ 
¥. 


Phenix Bank, New York—(special.) 
Asa Fitch, foreign bills a 
Add State transfers drafis of deposites 
upon the within banks, since sus | 
— of specie payments, to the 
tate of Maine, on People’s Bank, 


Bangor, Maine : 33,612 
To State of Georgia, on Planters 
Bank, Savannah - 100,000 





i — 

sd cilgisaile ants tte ana | 839,991 05 
C. 

Treascren’s Orrice, September 15, 1837 


Sin: In compliance with the resolution passed by the 
House of Representatives on the 11th instant, I have th: 
honor to report that the amount of specie received by th: 
Government apparently since the Ist day of May last, and 
reported to me by the collectors and receivers as in their 
hands subject to my drafts from Ist of May to llth of 
September, 1837, is as follows : 

Reported by collectors - - - $92,422 16 

Reported by receivers - - - 1,641,395 So 

$1,733,817 5 
" Upon which I have issued drafts, as per 
detailed statement herewith, marked 

A, amountiig to - - - 





878,065 6 
Leaving this balance subject tofuture draft 855,751 86 
Of which there remains in the hands of 


Collectors - - $34,471 45 
Receivers - - 821,280 41 


$855,751 86 
The total amount of my credit on the Ist of May, in the 
banks which still continue to be depositories, together with 
their subsequent receipts, and including special deposites 
in banks no longer depositories, is $1,048,429 67 
Upon which I have issued drafts, as per 
statement B, exclusive of drafts on the 
mint - - ~ - 676,526 


$371,903 0! 








The special deposite in the Phenix Bank, New York, 
was for interest on bonds belonging to In- 
dian trust funds - - - 
Ditto, in Branch Bank of Indiana, Law- 
renceburg, was money in the hands of 
receiver at Fort Wayne from sales of 
lands at the time of suspension of 
specie payments = - - : 


$7,875 00 


116,991 





ee RCT nm: 


Sg RR CEO 






Estimated State of the Treasury. 





The special deposite in the Bank of 


Metropolis, viz: 


Transferred by banks which have sus- 
pended specie payment $130,000 00 


Transferred from mint - 60,000 00 
On account of receiver at 

Lima, Ohio - - 19,988 85 
Repayment by R. Ela - 9,847 00 
For patent fees, chiefly - 6,713 33 


226,549 18 


$351,415 18 


Total - - - ° 


Balance in the mint on the Ist of May - $1,000,000 00 
Upon which! have issued drafts amount- 








ing to - - - - 223,465 00 
Balance subject to draft - - $776,535 00 


Amount of discredited drafts on banks 
taken up in payment of duties 
Ditto in payment of lands - - 
$1,237,288 78 


I have the honor tu be, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 


Statement of moneys in Py Liiede‘s 


JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer of the United States 
Hon. Lev: Woopsury, 
Secretary of the eto 


af Collectors and Re- 


ceivers subject to draft on the 11th September, 1837. 











| 


Collector. 

P. W. Leland, - Fall River, Mass. - $2,578 01 
L. Williams, - New Bedford, Mass. 500 00 
S. Stillwell, -  Oswegatchie, N. Y. 2,562 08 
J. N. Barker, - Philadelphia, Penn. 14,960 00 
C. D. McIndoe, Petersburg, Va. - 1,273 22 
L. Marsteller, Wilmington, N. C. 3,700 00 
J. Ramsey, - Plymouth, N. C. - 300 00 
J. K. Pringle, Charleston, 8. C. - 7,698 14 
J. W. Breedlove, New Orleans, La. - 1,400 00 
$34,971 45 

Receiver. —————— 

J. H. Larwell, - Bucyrus, Ohio, = - 6,000 00 
J. Coates, - Chillicothe, Ohio, - 14,426 57 
M. Neville, - Cincinnati, Ohio, - 23,586 50 
W. Blackburn, - Lima, Ohio, - 85,451 30 
D. C. Skinner, - — Marietta, Ohio, - 10,000 00 
J. Findley, - Wooster, Ohio, - 941 56 
J. Hall, - Zanesville, Ohio, - 12,218 49 
J. T. Pollock, - Crawfordsville, Ia. - 31,719 56 
J. Spencer, : Fort Wayne, Ia. - *124,206 28 
J. J. Read, : Jeffersonville, Ia, - 19,220 69 
S. W. Norris, - Indianapolis, Ia. - 15,161 O1 
J. Jackson, La Porte, Ia. - 48,417 35 
J. P. Drake, - Vincennes, Ia. - 60,574 86 
S. McRoberts, - Danville, Ill. - 9,267 56 
A. M. Jenkins, - Edwardsville, TJ. - 8,893 81 
E. Rear - Kaskaskia, Ill. . 25,243 27 | 
I’. Carlin, - Quincey, Ill. : 48,207 46 
J. Taylor, - Springfield, Ill. - 33,945 38 
W. Linn, - Vandalia, I. 44,722 38 


= 


* Of this sum, $96,401 ds hen bien pains i by the receiver on special 

or in the Bank of Indiana, at Lawrenceburg. Other sums, sta- 
as in the has ids of receivers, are, no doubt, on special deposite in 

anks, under the instruct fiona of the Secretary of the Treasury to that 
{ 


omen 


Vor. ATY.—A 8 


Sebree, - 
Guild, - 
M. Ryland, - 
Bird, . 
Merry, - 
E. Moore, 

Cruse, - 
. E. Benson, - 
. W. Lawler, - 


ZRoW>mwS 


a 
ae 
Q 
& 

e 
= 


W. G. Parrish, - 
G. H. Holliman, 
R. Eastin, - 
T. C. Sheldon, - 
J. Kearsley, - 
D. B. Miller, - 
J. Eneix, - 
C. C. Haskell, - 
D. T. Wilter, - 
a Lee, - 


- $1,237,113 78 | R. Parks, 
175 00 | W. | 
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Fayette, Mo. - $36,323 88 
Jackson, Mo. - 7,301 19 
Lexington, Mo. - 30,103 26 
Palmyra, Mo. - 37,666 97 
St. Louis, Mo. - 11,000 00 
Demopolis, Ala. - 4,980 09 
Huntsville, Ala. - 9,818 10 
Montgomery, Ala. - 1,035 62 
Mardisville, Ala. - 7,611 91 
Sparta, Ala. - 8,977 15 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. - 5,763 00 
Augusta, Miss. - 3,028 04 
Ouachita, La. - 11,285 95 
Bronson, Mich. - 26,837 92 
Detroit, Mich. - 14,019 02 
Monroe, Mich. - 10,764 16 
Mineral Point, Mich. 26,370 65 
Saginaw, Mich. - 9,875 87 
Washington, Ark. - 3,495 24 
Green Bay, W. T. 18,373 46 
Milwaukie, W. T. 16,396 22 
Pontitoc, Miss. - 7,532 67 


Amount in hands of collectors, = - 
From which deduct amount of drafts on col- 
lectors who have made no returns to this 
office, but only to the Secretary of the 


1" 
Treasury, - 


Aggregate of statement A, 


Amount in hands of receivers, = - 
From which deduct amount of drafts on re- 
ceivers who have made no returns to this 
office, but only to the Secretary of the 


Treasury, - 


Aggregate of statement B, 


Treasury Derarrment U. S., 


Treasuren’s Orrice, Sept. 15, 1837. 


ESTIMATED STATE OF 


THE 


THE list OF OCTOBER, 


September 18, 1837. 


printed. 


Estimated state of the 





Submitted by the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 


1837. 


Specie fund in land offices and 


banks, - 
Do 


in the mint, - 


- - $700, 





(25th Cone. ist Sess. 





$930,764 39 





——— 


$34,471 45 


- $930,764 39 





- $821,280 4! 


TREASURY ON 
1837. 


Treasury on the \st of October, 


00 


800,000 





Balances due from banks, which will remain 
undrawn on the Istof October, - 
Instalment due from the Bank of the United 
States on the Ist of October, deducting the 
amount paid through an arrangement with 
the Navy Department, about - 


Available and unavailable funds 
| Deduct the sums which will not be available 
either for deposite or for current expenses 
of Government for some time to come, viz: 
Employed in the mint for the purchase of 
bullion, &c., which cannot be applied to 


any immediate use, 


$500, ( 


wo 








57 































$34,971 45 


500 00 





109,483. 98 








$1,500,000 


5,000,009 


1,500,000 


$8,000,000 


i 


4 
4 
x 
é 
i 
4 
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Of the five millions due from 
banks, only $750,000 are due 
from banks east and north of 
Virginia, and but $250,000 
from other banks, which can be 
considered available; leaving 
wholly unavailable in remote 
banks, - - - $4,000,000 

It is understood that the Bank of 
the United States has become 
the purchaser ef Treasury 
transfer drafts to the States, 
(presuming that they were, 
like other drafts, receivable in 
payment of public dues,) to 
mee? the instalment due on the 
Ist of October. Whether they 
are received or not, the fund 
will be unavailable—in the one 
case the claim continues on the 
United States Bank, and in 
the other the balance due from 
the State banks is increased to 
the amount of - - 1,500,000 





——-———__ 6,000,000 
Leaving in the Treasury, to meet scale 
current expenses ~ - $2,000,00 


Of which there is in specie - 1,000,000 
Balances due from non-specie- 
paying banks - - 1,000,000 


Probable state of the Treasury in the last quarter of the 


year, excluding unavailable funds, or all funds which | 


cannot be applied to the current expenses of the Govern- 
ment. 


Balance in the Treasury on the Ist of October— 
In specie - - - $1,000,000 
In banks - - - 1,000,000 





Receivable from lands, probably 

less, but may be - - 1,000,000 
Current receipts from customs, 

bonds, cash, duties, &c. if the 

payment of the bonds be post- 

poned, and not including sus- 


pended bonds - - 1,000,000 
Suspended bonds, payable from 
the middle cf November to the 
Ist of January - - 1,900,000 
Receipts from miscellaneous 
sources - - - 100,000 
——_—— 4,000,000 








$6,000,000 
The expenditures during the last quarter, esti- 
mated at the monthly rates, for the first 
eight months in the year, will be - - 9,000,000 
Extraordinary appropriations which will 
be immediately required for the Florida 


war - - - - - 1,600,000 
Allowance for drafts on banks, (44 millions 
outstanding, ) which have been issued, and 
which may be returned in the last quarter in 
payment of public dues, instead of money, 
besides the million and a half purchased by 
the United States Bank - - - 500,000 


Balance required to be in the Treasury to meet 
contingent demands, (particularly necessary 
when the outstanding appropriations amount 
to 24 millions, ) and exclading the additional 


on 


| 
$2,000,000 


Indians in Military Service. 





half million allowed by law for the use of the 
mint - - - - - 4,000,000 

$15,100,000 
Deduct the available means in the 4th quarter 6,000,00 
- $9,100,000 





Amount to be provided - - 


INDIANS IN MILITARY SERVICE. 
| Letter from the Secretary of War, in obedience to a reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives of the 18th Sep 
tember, in relation to Indians employed in the military 
service. September 21, 1837, ordered to lie on the tabl’. 


War Department, 
September 21, 1837. 
Sin: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a report of 
| the Commanding General, in answer to a resolution of the 
| House of Representatives of the 18th instant, relative to the 
| number of Indians employed in the military service of the 
United States since the commencement of the present Semi- 
| nole war, and copies of all orders and instructions under 
which said Indians have been employed, &c. 
| Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
| Hon. James K. Pox, 
Speaker of the House of Rrepresentatives. 








Heapavarrenrs or THe Army, 
Washington, September 19, 1837. 
Sir: In answer to a resolution of the House of Re- 
| presentatives dated September 18, 1837, requiring “a state 
| ment of the number of Indians employed in the military 
| service of the United States since the commencement of 
| the present Seminole war, and copies of all ordes and in- 
| structions under which Indians have been employed,” &c., 
I have respectfully to report, that an examination of the 
files in the Adjutant General's office, shows that a regi- 
ment of Creek Indians, composed of fifteen companies, and 
amounting in the aggregate to seven hundred and forty 
nine, was received into the service of the United States on 
the Ist of September, 1836, by Major General Jesup’s 
order, of which the following is an extract : 


**Heapquarters Army or Tue Sourn, 
“* Fort Mitchell, July 25, 1836. 
**Orver No. 50. 
‘«1. A band of friendly Indian warriors will be immedi 
ately raised and organized for special service, under in 
| structions from the Commanding General. They will b« 
| mustered into the service, mounted, equipped, supplied, 
and paid as mounted volunteers, for twelve months, unless 
sooner discharged. Cptain J. F. Lane is appointed to 
raise, organize, and command them. He will be mustered 
in for the same period as Colonel, subject to the approval 
of the President of the United States.” 


It is presumed that authority for the above was derived 


from the Secretary of War's letter dated July 11, 1836, 
of which the following is a copy : 


**Wan Derarrment, 
** Washington, July 11, 1836. 

‘Sin: It has been suggested that a few Creek war- 
riors might be useful to Governor Call, and might be wil- 
ling to be employed in the contemplated expedition against 
the Seminole Indians. You will please to correspond with 
Governor Call on this subject, and if he should desire it, | 
would thank you to raise a small corps of this deserption, 
not exceeding two or three hundred, and send them 
to Florida. They may be paid and organized as volun- 
tcers, but should be placed under the command of some 
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white man, well acquainted with them, and who has their 
confidence. It is presumed that enough young men would 
be willing to go, without requiring their families to be re- 
tained in Alabama until their return. This measure of re- 
taining Indian families ought to be avoided, as the imme- 
diate removal of the Indians seems to be indispensably ne- 
cessary. Very respectfully, &c. 
«L. CASS. 
‘* Major Gen. T. 8. Jesup, 
‘* Fort Mitchell, Alabama.” 


About the commencement of the Indian hostilities in | 


Florida, a band of 90 friendly Indians was received into 
the service by Captain Belton, the commanding officer at 
Tampa bay, as seen by his letter of the 7th of January, 
1836; but no rolls of them have been received, and it is 
not known for what time they were so employed ; it is pre- 
sumed not long, however. 

On the recommendation of General Jesup, made on the 
17th June last, that a thousand Northern Indian warriors 
should be engaged to take the place of the Creek regiment 
which was about to be discharged, the present Secretary of 


War took measures, on the 25th of July, to call into the | 


service of the United States that force, to be composed as 
follows : 


Delawares, - “ . e - 200 
Shawnees, - ° = ° - 400 
Sacs and Foxes, - = a a, 
Kicapoos,  - « z “ - 100 
Choctaws, - - 2n0 


__ It may be proper here to state that Major General Scott, 
it the month of March, 1836, called on Colonel Hogan, 


the agent for the Creeks, to obtain from that nation five | 


hundred warriors, to serve against the Seminoles; but 


owing to delays and difficulties not within the General's | 


control, they were not raised. 

The orders, instructions, and correspondence having 
reference to this subject, are hereunto annexed, marked 
from | to 17, inclusive. Respectfully submitted. 

ALEX. MACOMB, Major Gen’l, 
Commanding in Chief. 
Hon. J. R. Poinserr, See’y of War. 


No. 1. 


Font Mirenuett, 
Creek Agency, Feb. 1, 1836. 
My pean Genera: I have this day received a letter 
from the honorable the Secretary of War, of which the 
enclosed is a copy, from which I have learned that you are 
again in the field, and that the important duty of subduing 


the Semiuoles has been assigned to you, and that T am or- 


dered to report myeelf to you, and receive and carry into 
effect such instructions as you may give mg. Now, this 


is all news to me, and is perfect Hebrew, ualess the De- | 


partment meant, in a modest way, to say to me, Take a 


thousand of your Creek Indians and repair to Florida, and | 


aid General Scott to subdue these rascally Seminoles. 
If this was their view, why not say so at once, and you 
should, ina very short time, have me again along side of you, 
tugging at the old oar. I have no doubt but that I could, 
in ten days, raise you 1,000 warriors, and be on the march 
to join your army; and, in as many more days, be with 
you; all that is necessary is an order to that effect. But the 
Secretary seems to think the Creek Indians are hostile. 
Chis is not the fact ; although some litt!e skirmishing has 
taken place, on the Georgia side of the river, and some few 
lives have been lost on both sides; but a peace has been 
effected here to-day between two militia general officers, 
from Georgia, and the chiefs; and an agreement has been 
signed by all the chiefs present. I was fifty miles below 
here night before last, and, hearing of these murders, I 
came up yesterday, and to-day effected this peace, which 


I hope and trust will last at least until we can get them 
out of the country. Iam using every exertion to effect 
this object, and have no doubt but I shall be successful, in 
a measure, in the course of this spring. A report is going 
the rounds of the public papers, that a large body of the 
Creeks have joined the Seminoles; this, you may rely on, 
is incorrect. I have recently visited all the lower towns, 
and there is none of their people absent; and you may 
rely on it that, including all the stragglers that may have 
joined the Seminoles during the last summer, they cannot 
| exceed one hundred in all; but I am told that they are re- 
inforced by a number of runaway negroes, who are decided- 
ly the most active, keen, and intelligent fellows amongst 
them. Whatever their strength was before this war, their 
reinforcements cannot exceed three or four hundred, of 
every description. 

; In relation to the Creeks, there would be no difficulty 
in procuring their services, or in depending on them after 
they were procured. Whether, under existing circum- 
stances, the Government would be willing to employ them 

against the Seminoles, is more than I can say; but, if 

| they should, there would be no difficulty in procuring as 
many as you might choose to muster into service. 
I have the honor to remain your friend, &c., 
JNO. B. HOGAN, 
Superintendent Creek removal. 
Major General W. Scort, 
| Commanding in Florida. 





War Department, 
Washington, January 21, 1836. 

Sir: Major General Scott has been directed to assume 
the general direction of operations in Florida. Recent in- 
telligence has led to the belief that the Creeks have active- 
ly joined, or intend to join, the Seminole Indians in their 
| hostilities. Should such prove to be the case, General 
Scott has orders to reduce the Creek Indians, as well as 
the Seminoles, to unconditional submission. In this event, 
you will please to report yourself to him, and communi- 
| cate to him all the instructions and information in your 

possession respecting the views of the Government on the 
, subject of the removal of the Creek Indians. You will 

also carry into effect such instructions on this matter as he 
| May give you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Col. Joan B. Hogan, Columbus, Ga. 


{ No. 2. 

Tatranasset, Fiorina, 

March 7, 1836. 

| Dear sir: Major Flournoy and Mr. Watson, of Co- 

| lumbus, Georgia, who will hand you this letter, has ap- 

plied to me to receive into the service 200 Indians that he 

| has conditionally engaged. It is a matter over which I 
have no authority, and accordingly have referred him to 

you. If, as T presume will be the case, the Indians shall 

| 


betake themselves to hammocks and swamps, and seek for 
| safety there, those Indians may prove highly serviceable 

in discovering their retreat ; besides, as in war times neigh- 
| boring tribes are not disposed to be inactive, they may join 
| the enemy if you refuse to take them into your service. I 
| should think, therefore, it would be most advisable to au- 
thorize those gentlemen to bring thom to Tampa. The 
Chattahoochie river being now in fine order, they couid 
| very soon be transported in a steamboat to Tampa bay. 

I have no news either from the army or elsewhere. Our 
difference with France is adjusted, without war and with- 
out apology. 

In this Territory horses, nor supplies fur them, could be 
procured ; accordingly, one-half, say 300, were sent to 
Tampa bay, under Major Read. About 200 are, or soon 
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against those marauding straying parties that may attempt 
any mischief there. 
With great respect, 
J. H. EATON. 
Gen. Wrxrrerv Scorr. 


No. 3. 
Heapquarrers Anmy or Fiorina, 
Onper No. 13. Fort Drane, March 14, 1836. 
General Thomas Woodward, of Macon county, Alaba- 
ma, is authorized, aided by Majors J. H. Watson and W, 
B. Flournoy, to accept the services ot any five hundred 
Creek warriors, to be employed as auxiliaries in the pres- 
ent war against the Seminole Indians. Should General 
Woodward decline taking the command of these friendly 
Indians, Major Watson, assisted by Major Flournoy, will 
take the command of them. 

The United States agents in the Creek nation will give 
every facility in raising and despatching the auxiliary force 
mentioned above. The force will proceed, by water, from 
the Creek country to T’ampa* bay, where, on its arrival, it 
will be reported to any general or colonel who may be in 
command in that quarter. 

Commissions, of course, cannot be granted to the gen- 
tlemen who may be employed with this force; but the 
commander will be considered as having the rank of lieu- 
tenant colonel, the next officer the rank of major, and the 
third that of captain. Should more officers be requisite, 
one or two lieutenants will be recognised ; but this will be 
a subject for future determination. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 


No. 4. 


Wan Derantment, April 12, 1836. 
Sir: IT enclose herewith an extract of a letter received 
from Colonel Hogan, together with a copy of one this day 
addressed to him. 
As my views are fully expressed in the letter to Colonel 
Hogan, I need not trouble you with a repetition of them. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 
Major General Scorr, Fort King, Florida. 
Extract of a letter from John B. Hogan to the Secretary 
of War, dated 
Tusxrcer, March 28, 1836. 
Sir: At this council Mr. John H. Watson, the same 
young man who commenced all the late disturbances at 
Columbus, by attacking a party of Creeks below Fort 
Mitchell, in which affair two white men were killed ; this 
Mr. Watson came on the ground with a piece of paper 
purporting to be a copy of an order recently issued by Ma- 
jor General Scott, authorizing General Woodward, of this 
place, who is one of the new batch of emigrating contract- 
ors, to accept the services of any 500 Creek Indians, as 
volunteera. General W. declined making any efforts to 
raise volunteers, by stating that it was a well-known fact 
that he had noinfluence with the Indians, but if they were 
raised, and no better man could be found, he would go 
with them; but, as far as I could understand his open 
declarations, he appeared to disapprove altogether of the 
project, as it was his opinion that it would retard emigra- 
tion. Mr. Watson, who appears to be a wild, rash, in- 
considerate young man, insisted that I was bound to raise 
the warriors. I referred him to Captain Page, as a mili- 
tary officer, and who was acting as superintendent, but he 
seemed to think that a word or two from me would induce 
the chiefs to jump at the offer. In the mean time I con- 
sulted Captain Page, who was decidedly opposed to send- 
ing Indians under the orders of such a man, and, indeed, 
seemed to disapprove of it. I also consulted with Opoth- 
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will be, on the frontier about the Suwannee, to guard | leoholo, who said he did not want his people to engage in 


any such war at present; that he was anxious to get off for 
the West; but if the Secretary of war wanted his people to 
go, he did not wish them to go with men he did know, 
and of course had no confidence in. Other chiefs told me 
the same thing. Mr. Watson continued to follow me 
about, and insisting that I must get him Indians to go; 
and at last he became rude and offensive. I then cut him 
short, by telling him if he had any communications to 
make me, to do it in writing, and I would in the same 
manner reply. I also consulted the emigrating contract- 
ors, who I had reason to think were pushing on Watson, 
and asked them, ifthe Indian warriors were raised, if they 
would give me, from under their hands, a relinquishment 
of any claim they might hereafter choose to prefer for dam- 
ages on account of those Indians being carried to Flor- 
ida. They said they would not give any relinquishment, 
but the Indians might go if the War Department required 
their services. 

Whatever inclination I might have to obey General 
Scott’s orders, and certainly there is no officer I have ever 
served under that I more highly love and respect, and 
whose orders at all times afforded me more pleasure to 
obey, yet, in the present instance, I have deemed it most 
prudent to refer the whole matter to you. I can easily 
perceive General Scott’s situation when he gave that 
order to those young men, Watson and Flournoy, who 
visited him at Picolata, and no doubt made a display of 
their patriotism and popularity among the Creeks, and 
urged the General to give them an order to bring into the 
field 500 Indians. The General seeing but one side, and 

| being pleased with their spirit, gave the order; you will 
| see, too, that the order (a copy of which I herewith en- 
close) does not embrace an order on the commissariat or 
quartermaster general’s department for subsistence and 
transportation, or on the ordnance department for arms, or 
their being mustered into the service of the United States, 
nor was it personally addressed to Captain Page or myself, 
or would Mr. Watson vouch that it was a correct copy of 
General Scott’s order, as he wrote it, he said, from mem- 
ory. If it is desirable to have the 500 Creek warriors en- 
gage in this war, I have but little doubt they can be obtain- 
ed, if proper persons are sent to command them, but I do 
not think that either Mr. Watson or Mr. Flournoy are the 
right sort of persons to be charged with such a command. 
I have no doubt of the bravery of either, but [ should 
think they lack the other requisites of a commander, viz: 
prudence, temper, caution, and experience. If, however, 
you wish the order complied with, it shall be attempted 
and enforced as far as my influence will go. In my 
first communication to General Scott, I made a tender 
of my services, should he require Indians in this cam- 
paign ; not having heard from him, I presumed the Depart- 
ment would sanction the employment of them, and thought 
no more on the subject. If, however, I am mistaken, | 
again tender my services to go as commander of such a 
body as the Department may order. A matter of that sort 
is much more to my taste than the duties now assigned me. 
I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. HOGAN. 


Hon. Lewis Cass. 


No. 5. 
War Department, April 12, 1836. 

Sin: I have received your letter of the 28th ultimo. 
With respect to the employment of the Creek Indians un- 
der the orders of General Scott, I am unwilling to give you 
any definite instructions. I would rather that the campaign 
should be brought to a successful termination without the 
aid of the Creek Indians. Still, if from the nature of the 
operations, this cannot be done without sacrificing our own 
troops to the unhealthfulness of the climate in the sickly 
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season of the year, the Department will consent to have a | inoles of Florida during the next campaign, you are requi- 


corps of these Indians raised, if they are willing to be so 
employed. But the time which has intervened since the 
authority given by General Scott on this subject, and the 
great changes which may have occurred in the state of 
things in Florida, render it inexpedient té give directions 
here to have any measures taken. J think it is best that you 
should explain to the Creeks the views of General Scott, 
in relation to the employment of these young men, and re- 
quest them to have in readiness the force which he required 
to be called out, should General Scott again renew the re- 
quisition. In the mean time I shall communicate these 
views to General Scott, and refer to his own discretion the 
course which shall be taken. 

I have to request your zealous co-operation in whatever 
measures General Scott may think necessary. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

LEWIS CASS. 
Colonel J. B. Hocaw. Columbus, Georgia. 


No. 6. 


yoy a letter of Major General Thomas S. Jesup to 

the Hon. B. F. Butler, (Secretary of War ad interim, ) 

dated 
‘Fort Davr, March 7, 1837. 

‘* When the Indian regiment was raised in the Creek 
country for service in Florida, it was distinctly understood 
by them, as well as by me, that they were to be allowed to 
return to Alabama in time to remove to the country as- 
signed to them in the west of the Mississippi, before the 
season for planting their corn. I have found it necessary 
to retain them in service up to this time, and it is important 
that they remain until the Seminoles remove. Had they 
left me on the Ist of February, according to the assurances 
given to them, I must have called into service at least two 
regiments of militia or volunteers, to have taken their places, 
at a heavy expense; besides, there would have been much | 
loss of time in discharging the Indians, and bringing into 
service the militia. From a careful consideration of all the 
circumstances in which I found myself, as well as from the | 
situation of the enemy, and the nature of the country in 
which we were operating, I was decidedly of opinion that 
sound policy, as well as considerations of economy, made 
it proper to retain the Indian force. To induce them to 
remain, I assured them that if they should be detained he- 
yond the planting season, the United States would not only 
subsist them for twelve months after their arrival West, 
but, in addition to that period, until the time of gathering 
their crops next year. By the arrangement which I have 
made with them, a considerable sum will be saved to the 
Treasury in the end, and I respectfully ask that it be ap- 
proved by the Department.” 





No. 7. 
War Department, March 27, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
7th instant, respecting the further continuance of the regi- 
ment of Creek warriors in the service of the United States. 
The reasons given by you for adopting this measure are 
entirely satisfactory, and the Department therefore approves 
it, and will carry into effect the assurances which you have 
given those Indians respecting their subsistence after their 
arrival at their homes in the West. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


J. R. POINSETT. | 
Maj. Gen. Tuomas S. Jesve, 
Fort Dade, Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 

No. 8. 

War Deranruent, July 22, 1837. 


Sir: It having been deemed advisable to employ a body 
of friendly Indians to aid in the operations against the Sem- 








red to endeavor to engage for this service four hundred 
Shawnees, two hundred Delawares, and one hundred 
Kickapoos, to be selected from the most intelligent of those 
best affected towards the United States. You will repre- 
sent to them that they will be divided into bands of fifty 
each, including the individual who may have the command 
of each band, and who will be selected by those composing 
the bands out of their own number. The compensation of 
these Indians for six months’ service will be as follows: to 
the chief of each band four hundred and seventeen dollars, 
and to all others, each two hundred and seventy dollars. 
Besides this pay, they will be subsisted at the expense of 
the Government ; and it may be proper to assure them that 
every effort will be made to give them, should they desire 
it, the same kind of ration which they now receive; and 
that should any of the Indians thus engaged, die or be killed 
while in the service of the Government, the amount of pay 
which may be due them for the six months’ service will be 
given to their families. 

These Indians will be armed with their own rifles and 
implements, so far as they possess them, and those who 
may not have them of their own will be furnished by the 
United States, the cost of which to be deducted from their 
pay. Each band will select its own interpreter, who will 
be enrolled and will compose one of the fifty. The com- 
pensation of each interpreter, for the six months’ service, 
will be three hundred and fifty dollars. 

It is of great importance that the enrolment and organi- 
zation of this force should be completed sufficiently early to 
admit of its transportation to Tampa bay, Florida, by the 
middle of October next at latest. In the duty of enrolling 
and organizing, you will be assisted by one or more officers 
of the army, who will join you at the proper time for the 
purpose, and who, when this duty shall have been complet- 
ed, will take charge of the Indians, and conduct them in 
transports on their way to Florida. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Major R. W. Cummrys, 

Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. 

[Same to Captain William Armstrong, substituting for 
the names and numbers of the tribes, two hundred Choc- 
laws. 

Same to General J. M. Street, substituting for the names 
and numbers of the tribes, one hundred Sacs and Foxes. } 


No. 9. 
Extract from a letter to Major General Thomas S. Jesup. 
*¢ War Department, July 1, 1837. 

‘* Measures have been taken to obtain the Indian force 
you have recommended, and it is hoped that one thousand 
warriors will be at ‘Tampa in time to co-operate with the 
regulars at the commencement of the campaign: say two 
hundred Delawares, four hundred Shawnees, one hundred 
Sacs and Foxes, one hundred Kickapoos, and two hundred 
Choctaws; making in all one thousand warriors.” 


No. 10. 


War Department, August 1, 1837. 
Srr: [enclose for your information copies of instructions 
that have been issued in reference to the employment of an 
Indian force during the next campaign in Florida. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Major General Tuomas S. Jesvr, 
Garey’s Ferry, Florida. 


No. ll. 


War Department, August 8, 1837. 
Sin: Major Brant, quartermaster at St. Louis, has been 
instructed to turn over to you the sum of three thousand 
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dition; which j is to defray the expenses incident to enga- 
ging the Shawnees, Delawares, Kickapoos, and Sac and 
Fox Indians, for service in Florida. 

These expenses will comprise those necessarily incurred 
by the agent in assembling the Indians at some proper 
point, the cost of their subsistence while there, until they 
shall have been regularly enrolled and organized into com- 
panies and received into the service of the United States, 
and of such clothing as they may be in immediate want of. 
Payments for these objects will be made upon accounts cer- 
tified by the agent whose duty it is to collect the Indians 
together. Of the sum mentioned, you will place two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars in the hands of Captain Bean, to 
defray the expenses of clothing the Shawnees, Delawares, 
and Kickapoos, and the remainder you will take charge of, 
and pay the expenses incident to the assembling of the 
Sacs and Foxes. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Lieut. Bens. Poors, St. Louis, Mo. 


No. 12. 


War Derantment, August 8, 1837, 

Sin: For the purpose of defraying the expenses incident 
to assembling the Choctaw Indians required for service in 
Florida, for subsisting them till they shall have have been 
enrolled, organized, and regularly mustered into the service 
of the United States, and of providing them with such ar- 
ticles of clothing as they may be in immediate want of, the 
assistant quartermaster at Fort Gibson, has been instructed 
to place in your hands the sum of five hundred dollars. 
You will make the payments for the above objects, and for 
such other expenses as the agent may necessarily incur, on 
accounts certified by the agent whose duty it is to assemble 
the Indians. 

With respect to arms for such of these Indians as may 
not have them, these will be supplied from the arsenal at 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; at which place, in transporting 
the Indians to New Orleans, you will stop, for the a tue 
of providing the Indians with them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Capt. Bens. L. E. Bonnevitte, 

U. S. Army, Fort Gibson, Ark. 


No. 13 


War Department, August 9, 1837. 

Sin: Captains Gordon and Bean have been selected to 
assist you in the performance of the duty of engaging the 
Shawnees, Delawares, and Kickapoos, for service in Flor- 
ida, imposed upon you by my letter of the 22d ultimo, and 
to take charge of those Indians and conduct them to Flori- 
da, when they shall have been mustered into the service of 
the United States. 

Measures have been taken for placing in the hands of 
Captains Gordon and Bean, such an amount of funds as 
will, it is supposed, defray the expenses which it may be 
necessary to incur previous to the Indians being mustered. 
These expenses, it is presumed, will principally consist of 
those incident to the measures for collecting the Indians at 
one point, their subsistence, and the purchase of such arti- 
cles of clothing as may be immediately required to render 
them comfortable, and to create a favorable impression on 
their part towards the United States. Accounts for these 
objects will be paid by Captains Gordon and Bean, on your 
certificate ; and I have to request, that in your expenditures, 
you will be prudent, and as economical as circumstances 
will permit. 

Should you not succeed in engaging the requisite num- 
ber of either tribes named, you will use your discretion in 
making up the deficiency from one or both of the others ; 
and should the number of each tribe which you may pre- 
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vail upon to enter the service, fall short of that saquived, 
you will endeavor to provide for the deficiency from other 
tribes, being careful to employ those who would serve with 
the Shawnees, Delawares, and Kickapoos, without danger 
of difficulty from dissensions between them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Major R. W. Cemmins, Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. 


No. 14. 


War Department, August 9, 1837. 

Str: Lieutenant Poole has been selected to assist you 
in the performance of the duty of engaging the Sacs and 
Foxes for service in Florida, imposed upon you by my let- 
ter of the 22d mltimo, and to, take charge of those Indians 
and conduct them to Florida, when they shall have been 
mustered into the service of the United States, 

Measures have been taken for placing in the hands of 
Lieutenant Poole such an amount of funds as will, it is 
supposed, defray the expenses which it may be necessary 
to incur previous to the Indians being mustered. These 
expenses, it is presumed, will principally consist of those 
incident to the measures for collecting the Indians at one 
point, their subsistence, and the purchase of such articles 
of clothing as may be immediately required to render them 
comfortable, and to create a favorable impression on their 
part towards the United States. Accounts for these objects 
will be paid by Lieutenant Poole, on your certificate ; and 
I have to request, that in your expenditures, you will be 
prudent, and as economical as circumstances will permit. 

Should you not succeed in engaging the requisite num- 
ber of Sacs and Foxes, you will endeavor to make up the 
deficiency from some other tribe, being careful, however, 
in engaging those who would harmonize in feeling with the 
Sacs and Foxes, and serve with them without danger of 
difficulty from dissensions between them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Gen. J. M. Srneer, 

To the care of Gen. Wm. Clark, St. Louis, Missouri. 


No. 15. 


War Department, August 9, 1837. 

Sir: Captain Bonneville has been selected to assist you 
in the performance of the duty of engaging the Choctaws 
for service in Florida, imposed upon you by my letter of 
the 22d ultimo, and to take charge of those Indians and 
conduct them to Florida when they shall have been mus- 
tered into the service of the United States, 

Measures have been taken for placing in the hands of 
Captain Bonneville such an amount of funds as will, it is 
supposed, defray the expenses which it may be necessary 
to incur previous to the Indians being mustered. These 
expenses, it is presumed, will principally consist of those 
incident to the measures for collecting the Indians at one 
point, their subsistence, and the purchase of such articles 
of clothing as may be immediately required to render them 
comfortable, and to create a favorable impression on their 
part towards the United States. Accounts for these objects 
will be paid by Captain Bonneville, on your certificate ; 
and I have to request, that in your expenditures, you will 
be prudent, and as economical as circumstances will permit. 

Should you not succeed in engaging the requisite num- 
ber of Choctaws, you will endeavor to make up the defi- 
ciency from some other tribe; being careful, however, in 
engaging those who would harmonize in feeling with the 
Choctaws, and serve with them without danger of difficul- 
ty from dissensions between them. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Captain Wirtiam Armstnrons, 

Choctaw Agency, Arkansas. 
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No. 16. 


War Derartment, August 9, 1837. 
Sin: In the instructions to Major Cummins, whom you 
are to assist in engaging the Sacs and Foxes required for 
service in Florida, he is told that those Indians who may 
not have the necessary arms and accoutrements will be 
provided with them by the United States; and I have now 
tv inform you that these will be supplied at St. Louis, on 
your arrival there with the Indians on your way to Florida. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Lieut. Bens. L. E. Poorer, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 


No. 17. 


War Deranrment, August 9, 1837. 
Gentiemen: In the instructions to Major Cummins, 
whom you are to assist in engaging the Shawnees, Dela- 
wares, and Kickapoos, required for service in Florida, he 
is told that those Indians who may not have the necessary 
arms and accoutrements will be provided with them by the 
United States; and I have now to inform you that these 
will be supplied at St. Louis, on your arrival there with 
the Indians on your way to Florida. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Captains Witt1am Gorvon and 
J. L. Bray, Fort Leavenworth, Mo. 


UNPAID DUTIES, &c, 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, (in obedience 
to a resolution of the 20th of Seplember,) with state- 
ments in relation to the amount of unpaid duties, &c. 


September 21, 1837. Referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


Treasury Department, 
September 21, 1837. 

Sin: The following report is submitted in compliance 
with a resolution passed on the 20th instant, in these 
‘words : 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this Hcuse, statements of the amount 
of duties unpaid which accrued before the end of the first 
half of the present year, and when payable ; of the amount 
then due from the Bank of the United States, and when 
payable ; of the data on which the accruing revenues for 
the last half of the present year were founded. 

In answer to the first inquiry, the annexed statement is 
exhibited, as being the most accurate which can be furnish- 
ed from materials now in possession of the Department, 
concerning the ‘* amount of duties unpaid which accrued 
before the end of the first half of the present year, and when 
payable.” (A) 

The next statement (B) shows ‘the amount then due 
from the Bank of the United States, and when payable.” 

The last statement (C) contains the information desired 
in the last inquiry, as to ‘* the data on which the accruing 
revenues for the last half of the present year were founded.” 

This statement is prepared or. the supposition that, by 
the expression ‘‘accruing revenues,” is here meant the 
revenues estimated in the report at the commencement of 
the session, as likely to be actually received ‘* for the last 
half of the present year.” Because the Department bas 
not made nor submitted any estimate of the revenues, 
Which may accrue in the last half of the year, and not be 
then payable. Much of those then accruing will not be 
payable, or received till another year, and the amount is 
not, therefore, usually exhibited in reports on the finances 
of an earlier date, and did not seem material to be exhibit 


ed in that which I had recently the honor to submit to 
Congress. Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. James K. Pouk, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A. 

It is supposed that the statement required under this 
head is wished to embrace only the bonds for revenue ac- 
cruing in the first half of the year A. D. 1837, which 
were unpaid at the end of that half year; otherwise, it 
would include all the bonds in previous years that then 
remained unpaid; and which, from insolvencies, suits, 
and other causes, are large in amount ; and the times when 
payable, very difficult to be either ascertained, estimated, 
or described, with accuracy. 

The following exhibit, compiled from the returns in the 
office of the Solicitor of the Treasury, furnishes the fullest 
and most accurate data on this subject which are now in 
this Department. 

Such of those bonds as were not put in suit, have gen- 
erally been postponed till the Ist of October. 


Statement of the amount of custom-house bonds delivered 
to district attorneys for suit, from \st January, 1837, 
to 30th June, 1837, as returned lo the Solieitor’s office. 


IN DISTRICT NORTH OF NEW YORK, 
From Ist January to 10th 
May, 1837 - - $29,130 77 


From 10th May to 30th 








June - - - 206,412 23 
— $235,543 00 
NEW YORK. 
From Ist Jannary to 10th 
May - . 118,434 29 
From 10th May to 30th 


June - - - 1,283,274 92 











1,401,709 21 
SOUTH OF NEW 
From Ist January to 10th 


TOK. 














May - . - 13,989 32 
From 10th May to 30th 
June - - - 588,393 94 
——— 552,383 26 
Aggregate - - - $2,189,635 47 
From Ist January tv 10th 
May - - - 161,554 38 
From 10th May to 30th 
June - - - 2,028,081 09 





$2,189,635 47 








B. 

Due by the United States Bank on account of the stock 
owned by the United Siates, and the navy pension fund, 
$7,946,356 11; payable in four equal annual instalments, 
of $1,986,589 04, in September, 1837, 1838, 1839, and 
1840, with interest from March 3d, 1836. 

Of the above amount, $741,561 28is on account of the 
navy pension tund, and has partly been paid, and the 
residue will be out of the first instalment, when received. 
It is a portion of a trust fund, and not applicable to gen- 
eral purposes. 

C. 

The revenues that will actually be received by the 
Treasury during the last half year of 1837, were in August 
last estimated on the following data: 

Ist. Those from lands were computed at 
about the supposed average for July and 
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August, which it was ascertained and es- ed and computed to have been near one-fifth of those fall- 
timated would not be far from $250,000 ing due, and the expenses of the custom-houses during 
per month. This for six months would be $1,500,000 | that period equalled near six per cent. on the gross revenue, 
2d. Those from miscellaneous sources, such beside the large sum of about a million paid back for de- 
as interest before due from deposite banks bentures on goods reshipped under the extraordinary state 
&c., about - - ~ - 200,000 | of the commercial ‘world. 
3d. Those from the Bank of the United During the fourth quarter it was considered that the ex- 
States, applicable to public purposes, after penses would be similar in amount and the debentures 
deducting from the first instalment on either more or less, as the bonds for duties should be paid 
hand the sum paid and due to the Navy in or postponed to a greater or less extent. 
Department for the pension fund, about 1,500,000 a He ee A Sn a hee 


SAFE KEEPING OF PUBLIC MONEYS. 





$3,200,000 


Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the information required by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 18th instant, in relation {o 
the methods which have been adopted for the safe 
keeping of the public funds, &c. September 23, 
1837, read and laid on the table. 


Treascry Derantment, September 22, 1837. 

Sin: This report is submitted in compliance with the 
| following resolution, passed the 18th instant: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury prepare 
| and report to this House, as soon as may be, a statement 
| showing what methods have been adopted for the safe- 
house expenses payable in or chargeable to keeping of the public funds, since the first organization of 
that quarter of the year, would not much | the Government under the constitution ; the length of time 
exceed - - - - - 300,000 that each method has been in use, designating the several 

The debentures alone, it was ascertained changes, and when made; and what losses under each 
and estimated, would amount to near a mil- method have been sustained by the Treasury, in conse- 
lion of dollars; and so large a part of the | quence of defalcation of agents or officers so intrusted 
receipts was in drafts not paid by the banke, with the funds for safe-keeping.” 
and which could not be paid out again after The first method adopted for the safe-keeping of the pub- 
being redeemed, that the Department was lic money after the organization of the Government under 
obliged to refund money from former col | the present constitution, was devised and directed by the 
lections to meet the demands on account of Secretary of the Treasury. He appears to have felt em- 
debentures and other expenses. powered to do this, as being the officer invested with gen 

It was next supposed that if Congress eral superintendence over the collection and disbursement 
postponed till the Ist of January, 1838, all of the revenue. Ne law pointed out any specific method 
the bonds due on the Ist October, and such to be pursued, but it was merely provided by the act of 
as might fall due during the rest of the year, September 2,1789, that the Threasurer should ‘‘ keep” the 
the actual receipts in the last quarter, from public money and ‘‘ disburse the same.” 
duties, would not exceed the debentures and The plan selected was unlike that in most other countries, 
expenses ove! - . - - 1,000,000 | so far as it required that very little of the money should 
| be kept by the Treasurer himself, at the seat of Govern- 

This would make the whole receipts, in ment, and in his personal custody. It would, however, 
the last half of the year, only - - $4,500,000 | seem, from a report to the House of Representatives, 22d 

————___ May, 1794, that prior to that date small sums had been so 

But if Congress postponed the bonds due in October, as | kept by him occasionally. Departing from the general prac- 
well as all others falling due within the year, to a period tice abroad in some other respects, the Secretary ordered 
of six months from the time they originally fell due, it | most of the money, after it was collected, to be paid over 
was supposed that, in the last quarter, the actual collec- | to several bank agents, and to be then kept as well as dis 
tions from them would be near the additional sum of , bursed through them. Some of these were located near and 
$2,500,000. None would then become finally due till | some at a distance from the Treasurer ; but they, as well as 
the middle of November, and thence to the end of the year | the collectors, till the money was paid over, were always 
only such as had been postponed during the last half of | regarded as representing him for this purpose, he keeing 
May and the month of June. Of these it was expected | the money by them. They reported regularly to him, and 
that a considerable portion would be put in suit and not | acted under instructions from him and the Secretary of 
paid within 1837. ‘This would make, on that hypothesis, the Treasury. 
an aggregate of receipts for the last half of the year of | Those fiscal agents at first consisted of the collectors of 
about $7,000,000. customs, the commissioner of the revenue, some bankers 

But if Congress should make no further postponement | abroad, and three or four banking institutions at home 
of any bonds beyond October Ist, it was computed that | No receivers of money from the sales of public lands were 
the additional sum collected in the last quarter, instead of | then in existence. The method was to have the collectors 
$2,500,000, would be about $5,000,000. It was sup- | to keep the money safely till it could be lodged in some 
posed that, in such an event, a still larger proportion of | bank situated near, which the Department should select, 0: 
bonds falling due during the quarter would be put in suit | till it could be transmitted to the Treasurer by sume sate 
and not collected within the year. This would constitute | conveyance, or be paid out on drafts and bills drawn on 
an aggregate of actual receipts for the last half of the year | them by the Department, or under its orders. 
equal to about $9,500,000. The number of banks thus selected and used before the 
The bonds put in suit in the third quarter are ascertain- first charter of the United States Bank is supposed to have 


These items and amounts were deemed 
highly probable, and were independent of 
any course the Department or Congress 
might adopt as to the postponement of bonds 
for duties, or of the cash duties. 

But the Department having postponed, 
and authorized to be postponed till October 
Ist, all the bonds for duties which fell due 
before that date, under the conditions and 
terms detailed in the recent report, it was 
estimated that in July, August, and Sep- 
tember, the actual receipts for duties beyond, 
or after deducting the debentures and custom- 
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been only four, viz: the Bank of North America at Phila- 
delphia, the Bank of New York, at New York, the Mas- 
sachusetts Bank at Boston, and the Bank of Maryland at 
Baltimore. 

No losses by defaleation or otherwise are known to have 
occurred under this method. 

A second one was adop‘ed in 1791, or early in 1792, by 
using the United States Bank and its branches, where situ- 
ated conveniently, to hold a part of the deposites in common 
with the former four State banks, and such others as from 
time to time were considered useful for this purpose, and 
accordingly were added to the number. But there was no 
law nor any provision in its charter requiring this course 
to be pursued. In 1811, when its charter expired, that in- 
stitution and its branches held only about two-thirds of the 
public money on deposite in banks. 

The residue of the money so deposited appears to have 
been in the immediate custody of eleven State banks. (See 
report by the Secretary of the Treasury to House of Rep- 
resentatives, January 10, 1811, table C.) 

Under the above method soime losses occurred of the 
public money in the hands of collecting officers, before paid 
over on drafts or deposited in bank, or transmitted to the 
Treasurer. 

But how much of this und similar defalcations occurred, 
and is properly chargeable on the safe keeping, and how 
much on the collection of the public money, cannot be dis- 
criminated on the books of the Department, and must be a 
inatter of opinion. 

It is not known that any loss happened during that period 
by the failure of any bank depository. 

After the exp'ration of the charter of the first United 
States Bank, in 1811, more State institutions were employ- 
ed, and the former system was thus modified, until the 
charter of a second United States Bank in 1816. 

The losses under this system, from 1811 to 1817, were 
very inconsiderable, except by delays and depreciations 
from the suspension of specie payments. No direct losses 
from banks during that period appear on the records of the 
Treasury. The third method, adopted in 1816, and car- 
ried into effect in 1817, was the first specific one pointed 
out by law. The act of Congress incorporating the bank 
provided that the public money be placed in the Bank of 
the United States and its branches in places where any 
should be located, ‘* unless the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall at any time otherwise order and direct.” 

It was left to be implied that, in other places, State banks 
might be employed, as ha’ previously been done, when 
found convenient. But no express legislative direction to 
that effect was given, unless the provision be so considered 
which permitted the United States Bank, under the appro- 
bation of the Secretary of the Treasury, to select and use 
certain State banks instead of establishing branches. Ac- 
cordingly, several of the old State banks were continued as 
public depositories, and several new ones were from time 
to time arded, till 1833, when the deposites, under the 
power reserved to the Secretary of the Treasury in the 
charter of the United States Bank, were gradually remov- 
ed from that institution and its branches to several State 
banks. 

In the mean time, from 1816 to 1833, under the method 
then in use, some large losses occurred. They were 
chiefly by means of State banks, though some happened 
with collectors and receivers, while the money was in their 
custody. But, as before remarked, these last cannot be 
separately ascertained and discriminated from the losses in 
collecting, rather than keeping the revenue. The defalca- 
tions by the banks during that period, and which have not 
since been collected, amount to about $1,100,000, without 
computing interest, and without reckoning any incidental 
injuries by the suspension of specie payments, and by the 
use of a depreciated currency. (See supplemental report, 
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December, 1834, by this Department to Congress, and 
table B B.) 

From October, 1833, to July, 1836, a method was again 
adopted of using State banks almost exclusively, under the 
general provisions in the act of Congress of September 2, 
1789. 

During that period no losses are known to have occurred 
by banks, except on a deposite in the Bank of Alexandria, 
in this District, of $27,518. Of that sum, about $14,257 
have since been paid, and most of the residue is supposed 
to be secure. 

From June, 1836, to May, 1837, a similar method was 
pursued, except that its terms and conditions were specially 
regulated by an act of Congress, the provisions of which 
are well known to the House. 

This last mode, as already reported to Congress at its 
present session, ceased, by operation of law, during the 
last spring, except in relation to five or six deposite banks, 
which have continued to redeem their notes in specie. 

The direct losses sustained under it appear now to he 
large. But, in the end, as recently communicated to Con- 
gress, they are not considered as likely to amount to any 
thing, though the disappointments, delays, and injuries 
under it must, it is manifest, in several cases, be great. 
The indirect losses to the public creditors and contract- 
ors have been considerable, and are difficult to be compu- 
ted. 

Since last May the method adopted has been to use those 
six banks to the amount authorized under the act of June, 
1836, and to resort, in conformity to the eighth section of 
that act, to the laws before in force, as a guide for keeping 
the residue. 

As stated heretofore, those laws required the Treasurer 
merely to keep and disburse the public money; and the 
course has been since pursued of employing the collecting 
officers, subject to instructions from the Treasury and this 
Department, to keep the funds as safely as possible which 
they collect, till placed in one of those six banks, or drawn 
for expenditure, or till they can be transmitted to the Trea- 
surer, or till Congress make new regulations on the sub- 
ject. These officers either secure them in iron chests, 
safes, and vaults of their own, or place them in special de- 
posite in the nearest bank, when the sums are very large, 
and their present means for the safe-keeping of them are 
inadequate. 

No losses under this method have yet been reported or 
are supposed to have happened. 

It must be obvious, from the above remarks, and the na- 
ture of the whole subject, that the statement of losses sus- 
tained under the different methods in use at different pe- 
riods, has been confined to what is found on the Treasury 
books and returns, and hence to only the direct losses of 
the money on hand after it is placed in deposite. 

The direct losses by receivers and others during the col- 
lection of the money, and during its continuance in their 
possession before paid over or deposited, constitute a dis- 
tinct inquiry, as well as the direct losses by merchants on 
duty bonds, by former credits given to others on the sale of 
public lands, and by defaults of disbursing agents after the 
money has been once collected, deposited, and again paid 
out of the Treasury, and placed in their hands for the pub- 
lic claimants entitled to it. None of these seem included 
in the purview of the present resolution, and it would, if 
desired, require much labor and time to ascertain their re- 
spective amounts with any great degree of accuracy. 

The indirect losses are likewise almost entirely conjec- 
tural. ‘'hey are chiefly confined to bank depositories, and 
not being exhibited on the Treasury books, are not suppo- 
sed to be embraced in the resolution. It must, however, 
be manifest that they have at times been large, in conse- 
quence of the suspension of specie payments by some of the 
banks, and of other circumstances adverted to in the sup- 
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plemental report from this Department in 1834, on the 
keeping and disbursing of the public money. 
Respectfully, LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the Hon. James K. Pork, 


No drafts are known to have been ‘‘ protested for non- 
payment by any deposite bank,” if it be meant by this ex- 
pression that such bank procured the protest to be made. 
Nor is it known that any State government has itself made 

a demand of specie which has not been paid, though this 

Speaker of the House of Reps. has been done by some of its assignees. As mentioned in 

| my report to Congress on the finances, several transfers in 

DEPOSITE BANKS. favor of States had not then been receipted to the ‘T'reas- 
| 
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ury, and payment acknowledged. On the contrary, the 
re Department had received notice that some of the transfers 
were in possession of the Bank of the United States 
chartered by Pennsylvania, and that specie for them had 
been demanded by that bank of the depositories on which 
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Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, (in obedience 
to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 14th 
September,) transmitting information in relation to 
the transfers and payments of the instalments to the 


ese 
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States ; the condition of the deposite banks ; and re- 
specting Treasury drafts protested for non-payment of 
specie, &c. September 26, 1837, read and laid upon 
the table. 

Treasury Derantment, Sepiember 25, 1837. 

Sir: This report is submitted in compliance with the 
following resolutions, passed on the 14th instant: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury com- 
municate to this House all the orders issued and corres- 
pondence with the several deposite banks, in reference to 
the transfers and payments of the several instalments due 
to the State governments under the deposite act of 23d of 
June, 1836. 

** Resolved, That he communicate to this House the 
monthly statements of the condition of the deposite banks, 
from the Ist day of January last to the present time. 

** Resolved, ‘That he communicate a statement of each 
draft, and in whose favor drawn, upon which specie was 
demanded, and protested for non-payment by any deposite 
bank ; also, each State government which has made a de- 
mand of specie and not paid, and the time when.” 

In relation to the first inquiry, copies of all the orders 
issued and correspondence bad with the several deposite 
banks, in reference to the transfers and payments of the 
several instalments to the State governments under the 
deposite act, are annexed, (A to N inclusive, with their 
respective numbers, and O 1 to 4.) This includes all 
the orders of every kind, but generally only the corres- 
pondence with the several deposite banks on which these 
orders were given. That is supposed to be what was de- 
sired, and not the correspondence with the State authori- 
ties and others. Great care has been used to communi- 
cate the whole with the banks, though in selecting so 
many hundreds of orders and letters some may by accident 
have been omitted. 

In reply to the second inquiry, for the ‘* monthly state- 
ments of the condition of the deposite banks from the Ist 
of January last to the present time,” I would observe that 
the returns are made semi-monthly, and during the period 
mentioned, equal near fifteen hundred in number. They 
are, likewise, in many cases long, and so much time and 
labor would be required for copying them, or even half of 
the whole number, as to postpone an answer to the call 
for several weeks. But, since last November, statements 
have been compiled in this Department periodically, about 
every three months, from the semi-monthly returns, copies 
of which may be useful as substitutes for those desired, 
and are herewith presented, (P Nos. 1 to 5.) If these do 
not, on examination, furnish all the information requested, 
the Department will proceed to have the semi-monthly 
statements copied as soon as practicable, consistent with the 
pressure of other business, or will send up the originals 
immediately if preferred. 

In compliance with the third and last request in the re- 
solution, a statement is annexed of all drafts, and in whose 
favor drawn, on deposite banks, which have been report- 
ed to this Department as protested by the holders for non- 
payment in specie, (O Nos. 1, 5, 6, and 7.) 


| 
B. Notices to banks advising them of the actual issue of 


they were drawn, and not being so paid, a protest had 
been made, and notice sent to this Department. A schedule 
of these may be seen in a note toO No. 2. One on the 
Merchant’s Bank is represented by its president to be held 
under protest by the United States Bank, Notice has 
likewise been given to the Department of anether draft, in 
favor of the State of Virginia, on one of its own institu- 
tions, viz: the Farmers’ Bank, for about $117,000, which 
has been demanded in specie by another of its institutions, 
viz: the Exchange Bank, and not being so paid, it is 
stated to have been transferred to the United States Bank 
of Pennsylvania, (K 8,) but no protest on it has yet been 
received, Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. James K. Powk, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 


List of Documents. 

A 1 and 2. Notices sent by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the several deposite banks holding puplic money, with 
regard to the amounts they would probably be respec- 
tively required to deposite with the several States 


State transfer drafts upon them for their respective pro- 
portions of deposites to be made with the States, accom- 
panied with the necessary forms. 

C 1, 2, 3. Letters received from and addressed to banks in 
the State of Maine respecting deposites with States. 

D 1, 2. Letters addressed to banks in Massachusetts re- 
specting deposites with States. 

E 1, 2, 3. Letters addressed to and received from banks in 
Connecticut respecting deposites with States. 

F 1, 2, 3. Letters received from and addressed to banks in 
Rhode Island respecting deposites with States. 

G 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Letters received from and addressed 
to the Mechanics’ Bank, New York, respecting deposites 
with States. 

G 8, 9. Letters addressed to and received from the Bank 
of America on the same subject. 

G 10, 11, Letters received from and addressed to the Brook- 
lyn Bank on the same subject. 

G 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Letters from and to the Merchants’ 
Bank, New York, on the same subject. 

G 17, 18, 19, 20. Letters from and to the National Bank, 
New York, on the same subject. 

G 21. Letter from the Manhattan Company, in reply to the 
notice of issue of transfer draft in favor of the State of 
Tennessee, being all the special correspondence with that 
bank on the subject of deposites with States. 

G 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. Letters to and from the 
Commercial Bank of Buffalo respecting deposites with 
States. 

H 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Letters from and to banks in the State of 
New Jersey respecting deposites with States. 

I, Letter from Bank in the State of Delaware relative to 
deposites with States. 

K 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Letters to and from banks 
in Virginia relative to deposites with States. 
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L 1, 2. Letters to and from banks in Georgia relative to 
deposites with States. 

M 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Letters to and from banks in 
Mississippi and Tennessee respecting deposites with 
States. 

N 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Letters to and from banks in Kentucky, Ohio, and Indi- 
ana, relative to deposites with States. 

O |. Report of the ‘T'reasurer upon that portion of the res- 

olution which relates to his duties. 
2. Statement of protested State transfer. 
3. Statement of State transfers issued to the several States 
in execution of the deposite law. 
4. Correspondence with the Treasurer relative to State 
transfers. 
5. Statement of discredited drafts issued on Treasury 
warrants. 
6. Statement of discredited drafts issued on War warrants. 
7. Statement of discredited drafts issued on Navy warrants. 
P 1. Referring to statement of condition of deposite banks 
ist November, 1836. 
2. Statement of condition of deposite banks Ist March, 
1837. 
3. Statement of condition of deposite banks lst May,1837, 
4. Statement of do. do. do. Ist July, 1837. 
5. Reference to statement of condition of deposite banks 
15th August 1837. 
Al. 
Treascry Derantrment, Nov. 1, 1836. 
Stn: It is deemed proper and useful thus early to apprize 
the bank over which you preside, that, in a few days after 
the first day of January next, (provided the State of Maine 
shall then have passed a law accepting the deposite, and if 
not, as soon afterwards as a law shall be passed, ) a transfer 


draft will probably be drawn on it by this Department for | 


about the sum of $45,000. It will be made payable forth- 
with to the authorized agent of said State, the money to be 
kept in deposite on behalf of the United States. 


This | 


transfer will be followed on the Ist of April, July, and Oc- | 


tober next, by other drafts of similar amount, 
to the same agent, unless, in the mean time, a different 
notice is given by this Department. 

When the transfer drafts are forwarded to you, the pre- 
cise amount will be ascertained and specified therein, and 
the form enclosed of such duplicate receipts as are to be 
taken by you of the agent, and one of them returned here as 
a voucher of your payment. 

[ am, very respectfully, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Portland Me. 


A similar letter was transmitted, at the above date, to 
the presidents of the following banks, respectively, stating 
that about the sums set against them would be required to 
be paid to the States 3 specified, viz: 


Presipent Maine Bank, 


Bank Amount. To State. |At whattime 
Maine Bank $15,000 Maine. jJan. 1, 1837 
Bank of Cumberland 3,000 do do 
Granite Bank, Augusta 20,900 do do 
People’s Bank, Bangor 10,000 do do 
York Bank, Saco - 10,006 du do 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston 70,000 do do 
Commonwealth Bank, Boston 25,000 do do 
Fulton Bank, do 30,000 do de 
Hancock Bank, d 30,000 do do 
Franklin Bank, do 18,000 do do 
Phenix Bank, Charlestown 10,000 do | dy 
Commercial Bank, Portsmouth - | 20,000 New Hamp do 
New Hampshire Bank, Portsm th | 25,000 do do 
Piscataqua Bank, do | 50,000 do do 
Portsmvuth Bank, do 18,000 do do 
Merrimack Bank, Concerd 13,000 do do 
Mechanics’ Bank, do 10,900 do do 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston 25,00) i ado 


and payable | 
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State Amount.| To State. |At whattime 
’ 
| 
Commonwealth Bank, Boston - 10,000 |New Hamp.|Jan. 1, 137. 
Fulton Bank, do 10,000 do do 
Hancock Bank, do 10,000 do do 
Eranklin Bank, do : 5,000 do do 
Mearchants’ Bank, dv 200,000 Mass, do 
Commonwealth Bank, do 50,000 do do 
Fulton Bank, do 60,900 do do 
Hancock Bank, do 60,000 do do 
Franklin Bank, do 15,000 do do 
Phenix Bank, Charlestown 15,000 | do do 
Arcade Bank, Providence 70,000 |Rhode Isl’nd do 
R. Istand Union Bank, New port 45,000 do do 
Farmers’ & Mech. B’ K, Hartford Ra iConnecticut do 
Mechanics’ Bank New Haven - | 100,000 do d 
Spenctons Bank - - | 36,000 do de 
ank of Burlington é -| 30,000} Vermont | « do 
Bank of Windsor - - | 20,000 | do do 
Bank of Troy, New York e 10,000 | do do 
Tradesmen’s Bank, New York - 15,900 do do 
Union Bank, do 25,000 do do 
Lafayette Bank, do 25,000 du do 
Seventh Ward Bank, do 30,000 do do 
Merchants’ Bank, do 20,600 do de 
Phenix Bank, do 15,000 do do 
Merchants’ Exc h’nge B’k, N. Y. 10,000 do do 
Merchants’ & Farm. B’k, Albany 80,000 | New York do 
Manhattan Company, N. York - 150,000 do do 
| Bank of America, do 150,000 do do 
| Mechanics’ Bank, do - | 150,000 | do du 
Seventh Wari Bank, do -| 50,000 do do 
Phenix Bank, da. « 25,000 do do 
Leather Manufactur’s’ B’k, N. Y. 75,000 do do 
Merchants’ Bank, New York - | 150,000 do do 
Union Bank, do - | 100,000 | do | do 
National Bank, de . 75,000 do do 
Bank of Troy, do 30,000 | do i do 
Dry Dock Bank, do 25,000 do | do 
Merchants’ Exch’nge B’k, N y. 45,000 | do 1 do 
Trenton Banking Company - £0,000 | New Jersey | du 
(c) State Bank at Newark : 10,000 do — | do 
State Bank at Elizabeth 40,000 | do | do 
Tradesmmen’s Bank, New York 30,000 | do do 
Lafayette Bank, do 25,000 | din de 
Merchants’ Bank, do 50,000 do | du 
Girard Bank, Philadelphia 700,000 | =Penn. do 
Moyamensing Bank, do 50,000 do d 
Merchants and Manufacturers’ da 
Bank, Pittsburg 100,000 | do do 
B’k of Brandywine, Wi ily iing ton | 25,000 Delaware d 
Bank of Delaware, S ) 20,000 | do du 
Phenix Bank, New Y 45,000 | do do 
Union Bank of Maryland 200,000 | Maryland. | do 
Franklin Bank, Baltimore 90,000 | do | do 
| Bank of Virginia | 650,000 | Virginia. | do 
Bank of State of N th C ar lina | 200,000 IN. Carolina lo 
Phenix Bank, New York - | 75,000 do | do 
Merchants’ Exch’nge B’k, N. Y. 50,000 do lo 
Leather Manufactu’rs’ B’k, N. Y. 25,000 do | do 
Girard Bank, Philadelphia 75,000 lo | do 
Planters and Mechanics’ Bank - | 150,000 |S Carolina. | do 
Bank of Charleston, S. Carolina 160,000 de | do 
Planters’ Bank of Georgia - | 100,000 | Georgia. do 
| Bank of Augusta - . - | 200,000 | do do 
| Bank of the State of Ala., ~ -| 225,000 Alabama do 
Planters’ Bank of Mississipy 129,000 Mississipp vi. | do 
Union Bank of Louisiana - | 100,000 | Lovisiana do 
Commercial Bank of N. Orleans | 50,000 do do 
| Union Bank of Tennessee | 200,000 | Tennessec d 
Planters’ Bank of Tennessee - af 150,900 do do 
Agricultural Bank of Mississippi | 109,000 do do 
Northern Bank of Kentucky 390,000 | Kentucky. | do 
Bank of Kentucky - | 199,000 ty do 
Commercial Bank of Cincinnati | 100,000 Ohio | do 
Franklin Bank of Cin innati - | 200,000 do do 
Clinton Bank of Columbus - | LOO.0N0 de d 
Franklin Bank of Columbus 150,000 do do 
Commercial Bank of Lake Erie, | d 
Cleveland - | 50,000 do 
(a) State Bank « f tnd iana - | 250,00 Indiana d 
(6) Commerc’! B’k of Cincinnati | 80,000 Dtineis. ’ 
(a) State Bank of Indiana 50,000) do do 
Illinois Bank of Shawneetown - | 15,00 , du 
(+) Commerc’! B’k of Cincinnati | 75,900 Missouri do 
(a) State Bank of Indiana - | 50,000 do do 
Planters’ Bank of Mississippi - | 50,000 Arkansas d 
Agriculture | Bank | f Mississippi 1 3f 000 do d 
P. S. (@) Tl ie transfer iraft will be directed to su ch branch 
branches as you may seasonably reques of this De} artment, and when 
a sufficient amount of deposites exists 
P. S. (+) The transfer draft will be a ted t agency at St 
Louis, unless you shall seasonably r st pon your 
bank dir | 
(r) Int » the State Bank New rds “similar 
amount,” referring to juemt State transt tt 
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A 2, 
Treasury Derarrment, Kebruary 18, 1837. 


Sin: It is deemed proper, for the convenience of | 


concerned, to apprize you thus seasonably, that a transfer 
draft, payable on demand, will be ordered to be issued upon 
the bank over which you preside, in favor of the State of 
Maine, on the Ist of April next, for about the sum of 
$70,000, to be deposited with that State, agreeably to the 
provisions of the deposite act ; and that drafts for a similar 
amount will be issued for the instalments payable to said 
State on the Ist day of July and October next, unless in 
the mean time another notice shall be given you by this 
Department. Iam, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY. 
To Presivent of the Bank of Cumberland, Maine. 





Notices similar in form to the above were sent to the 
following banks at the dates and for the sums set against 
them respectively : 

February 18, 1837. 


People’s Bank, Bangor, Maine - - $21,000 
York Bank, Saco, Maine - - - 21,000 
Mercantile Bank, Bangor - - - 20,000 
New Hampshire Bank, Portsmouth = - - 33,000 
Pitcataqua Bank - . . - 63,000 
Portsmouth Bank - - - - 19,000 
Merrimack Co. Bank, Concord - - 20,000 
Mechanics’ Bank - - - - 19,000 
February 23, 1837. 
Insurance Bank, Columbus, Georgia - - 380,000 
Commercial Bank, Lake Erie, at Cleveland - 60,000 
Bank of Wooster - - - - 40,000 
Bank of Cleveland = - - - - 40,000 
Bank of Chillicothe - - - - 80,000 
Union Bank of New York - - - 100,000 
Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, Richmond - 200,000 
National Bank, New York - - - 75,000 


Bank of Virginia, Richmond - - - 350,000 


Brooklyn Bank, New York - - - 30,000 
Commercial Bank, Buffalo - - - 30,000 


Louisville Savings Institution, Louisville, Kentucky 10,000 


B. 


Preasury Devantaent January 3, 1837. 
Sin: A transfer draft has been directed upon your bank 
for the sum of thirty thousand dollars, payable to the State 
of Vermont, being in part payment of the amount to be 
deposited with that State under the provisions of the ** act 
to regulate the deposites of the public money,”’ approved 
23d June, 1836. 


Enclosed herewith is the form of the receipt which, on | 


your payment of the draft, will be executed in duplicate 
by the agent of that State for this purpose, and who is the 
Treasurer of the State. 

One of these duplicates you are requested to transmit 
to this Department, the other to the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEV{i WOODBURY, 
Secrelary of the Treasury. 
To the Casutren of the Bani: of Burlington, Vermont. 


Form of a rece ipt by a Slate. 


Whereas, by the 13th section of an act of Congreas of 
the United States, entitled **An act tu regulate the depos- 
ites of the public money,” approved the 23d of June, 1836, 
it was enacted ‘*that the money which shall be in the 
Treasury of the United States on the Ist day of January, 
1837, reserving the sum of five millions of dollars, shall be 
deposited with such of the several States, in proportion to 
their respective representation in the Senate and House o 


Deposite Banks. 
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a 


Representatives of the United States, as shall by law au- 


thorize their treasurer, or the competent authorities, to re- 
cvive the same, on the terms hereafter specified; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall deliver the same to such 
treasurer, or other competent authorities, on receiving cer- 
tificates of deposite therefor, signed by such competent au- 
thorities, in such form as may be prescribed by the Secre- 
tary aforesaid.” 

And whereas, the State of 
of its Legislature, passed on the day of Ss 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty , authorized 
and directed the of the said State to receive its pro- 
portional share of the said surplus moneys of the United 
States on deposite with the said State, upon the terms 
specified in the said act of Congress : 

And whereas the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance 
of the provisions of the said act of Congress, and in con 
formity with the provisions of the said act of the Legisls- 
ture of the State of , has delivered to the 

thereof the sum of dollars and 
cents, the same being part of the first instalment, or one 
fourth part of the ratable proportion of the said State in the 
surplus money in the Treasury on the Ist day of January, 
1837 : 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, 

do hereby certify that the said sum of dollars and 
cents has been deposited by the Secretary of the 
Treasury with the State of , and that, for the 
safe-keeping and repayment of the same to the United 
States, in conformity to said act of Congress, the State of 
is legally bound, and its faith is solemnly 
pledged. And in pursuance of the authority of the act ot 
the Legislature aforesaid, for and in behalf of the said State, 
I hereby affix my signature and seal in testimony of the 
premises, and of the faith of the said State to pay the said 
money so deposited, and every part thereof, from time to 
time, whenever the same shall be required by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for the purposes, and in the manner and 
proportions set forth and described in the said recited 13th 
section of the act of Congress aforesaid, and by a requisition 
or notice similar in form to that hereto annexed, address 
ed to the care of the Governor of said State. 

Signed and sealed this day of » one 

thousand eight hundred and thirty 
Attest : 


has, by an act 





The form of a requisition or notice for repayment wi/l be 
substantially as follows : 
Treasury DerartMent, 
183 . 

To the State of 

Under the provisions of an act of Congress entitled ‘‘An 
act to regulate the deposites of the public money,” passed 
June 23d, 1836, and an act of said State passed , 
certain sums of money belonging to the United States hav- 
ing been deposited with the State aforesaid for safe-keeping 
and repayment, in conformity with the provisions of said 
act, said State is hereby notified that a portion of said 
money, viz. the sum of $ » is required to be re- 
paid to the United States by the State aforesaid, fur the 


| purposes named in said act, and in conformity with its pro 


visions. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Care of his Excellency, 
Governor of said State. 

|The repayment of the said sum to the Treasurer of the 
United States will be in one of the following modes, which 
this Department may in any particular case prefer and di- 
rect, viz: 

1. By a request annexed to the above requisition to 
place the same to the credit of said Treasurer in the Bank 


emer tagre  rRr 
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of 
of 


> at » on or before the 

next, and to take duplicate receipts therefor ; 
one of which receipts sent to the said Treasurer will be a 
sufficient voucher for the amount of said repayment on the 


part of said State. 


2. Or, by a request written by said Secretary on the 
back of a common Treasury warrant, directed to the State 
for payment by said Treasurer, that said State would pay 


Date of let- | 


ter. 


1837. | 


January 


March 


June 


February 


March 


June 


| 


1 
| 


3 1 


3 
6 
6 
6 
6 


| 
| 


6 | 


6 
6 
15 
15 
15 
15 


15 | 


15 


15 | 


15 
15 


et ee et et et et SD DD OD 


14 
14 
14 


| Troy Bank, 


| Maine Bank, 


day | the same; and which warrant, with a receipt of payment 


LIST OF LETTERS. 


Name of bank. 


Bank of Burlington - 
Bank of Windsor - 


| T'radesman’s Bank, New York 


Bank of Troy - 


New York 


Union Bank, 

Seventh Ward Bank, do. - 
Merchants’ Bank do - 
Phenix Bank, — << 
Merchants’ Exchange Bank, do. 
Bank of Burlington - - - 
Band of Windsor - - - 
Troy Bank, - 

Tradesman’s Bank, New Y ih 
Union Bank, do. 
Seventh Ward Bank, am « 
Merchants’ Bank, do. - 
Phenix Bank, do. 
Merchants’ Exchange Bank, do. - 


Bank of Burlington - - 
Bank of Windsor - - 


‘Tradesman’s Bank do. 
Union Bank, do. 
Seventh Ward Bank, do. 
Merchants’ Bank, do. 
Phenix Bank, do. 
Merchant’s Exchange Bank, do. 


Portland 


| Bank of Cumberland, — do. 


Granite Bank, Augusta - 


| People’s Bank, Bangor 


York Bank, Saco - - 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston 
Commonwealth Bank, do. 


| Fulton Bank do. 
Hancock Bank, do. 
Franklin Bank, do. 


14 | 


14 


14 | 


14 
14 
14 
14 


Phenix Bank, Charlestown, Mass. 


Maine Bank, Portland 
Bank of Cumberland, do. 
Granite Bank, Augusta - 
People’s Bank, Bangor - 
York Bank, Saco - - 


Merchants’ Bank, Boston 
| Commonwealth Bank, do. 

Fulton Bank, do. 

Hancock Bank, do, 


| Phenix Bank, Charlestown, Mass. 


14 | 


14 


wn tn 


nu 


uo 


os 


Mercantile Bank, Bangor - 
Franklin Bank, Boston - 
Maine Bank, Portland 
Bank of Cumberland, — do. 


| Granite Bank, Augusta - 
| People’s Bank, Bangor 


York Bank, Saco - 
Mercantile Bank, Bangor 


New York 





Amount. 


$30,000 
20,000 
18,000 
15,000 
28,000 
35,000 
25,000 
37,028 
15,000 
30,000 
20,000 
15,000 
18,000 
28,000 
35,000 
25,000 
37,028 
15,000 
40,000 
10,000 
15,000 
18,000 
28,000 
35,000 
25,000 
37,028 
15,000 
50,612 
35,000 
23,000 
12,000 
12,000 
75,000 
28,000 
32,000 
31,000 
10,000 
10,000 
50,612 
70,000 
25,000 
21,000 
21,000 
50,000 
30,000 
10,000 
10,000 
5,000 
20,000 
6,000 
75,000 
95,000 
50,000 
33,612 
35,000 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 | 


93 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
93 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 | 
00 | 
93 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 | 


00 


00 | 


orn | 


wD 
00 


30,000 00 








When pay- 
able. 


On demand 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
April 1 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
~ 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
On demand 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
April ] 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
July ] 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 





State to which 


payable. 


Vermont 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Maine 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
De. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 

Do 

Do. 


thereon, will be a sufficient voucher as aforesaid. } 


Letters similar to the foregoing were sent to the follow- 
ing banks, designating in each case the State officer au- 
thorized to give receipts for the money. 
specting the payment of the second and third instalments, 
the form of the receipt was varied so as to express the 
number of the instalment. 


In the letters re- 


Number of the in- 
stalment. 


- | Part of the first 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 





Fart of the second. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


| Part of the third. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


- | Part of the first. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part of the second. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Part of the third 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 








| 
i 
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Date of let- 
ter. 


1837. 
January 24 
24 


24 
24 


| 
24 
24 
24 

| 

| 

| 


March 14 


June 


~ 


Poo oo oO 


January 


ao we 


24 
24 


March 


June 


January 
March 


June 


~ 


January 


ro 


March 1 
14 
14 | 
oe iW 
14 
14 
14 
June 16 
16 
16 | 
17 























} 





LIST—Continued. 
Name of bank. Amount. When pay- 
able. 
Commercial Bank, Portsmouth - 23,028 93 | On demand 
New Hampshire Bank, do. - 28,000 00 Do. 
Piscataqua Bank, do. - 60,000 00 Do. 
| Portsmouth Bank, New Hampshire - 18,000 00 Do. 
| Merrimack Company’s B’k, Concord 18,000 00 Do. 
Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 12,000 00 Do. 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston - 29,000 00 Do. 
Commonwealth Bank, do. - 10,000 00 Do. 
Fulton Bank, do. - 10,000 00 Do, 
Hancock Bank, do. - 10,000 00 Do. 
Franklin Bank, do. - 5,000 00 Do. 
Commercial Bank, Portsmouth - 23,028 93 | April 1 
New Hampshire Bank, Portsmouth - 33,000 00 Do. 
| Piscataqua Bank, do. - 63,090 00° Do. 
Portsmouth Bank, do. - 19,000 00 Do. 
| Merrimack Company’s B’k, Concord | 20,000 00 Do. 
Mechanics’ Bank, do. - | 19,000 00 | Do. 
| Merchants’ Bank, Boston 26,000 00 | Do, 
Commonwealth Bank, do. - | 10,000 00 | Do. 
Fulton Bank, do. - 5,000 00 | Do. 
Hancock Bank, do. - 5,000 00 Do. 
Commercial Bank, Portsmouth - 30,028 93 | July 1 
New Hampshire Bank, do, 55,000 00 Do. 
Piscataqua Bank, do. - | 100,000 00 Do. 
Portsmouth Bank, do - 23,000 00 | Do. 
Merrimack Company’s B’k, Concord 5,000 00 | Do. 
Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 10,000 00 Do. 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston - | 226,057 86 | On demand 
Commonwealth Bank, do. - 55,000 00 | Do. 
Fulton Bank, do. - 65,000 00 | Do. 
Hancock Bank, do. - 65,000 00 | Do. 
Franklin Bank, do. - 17,500 00 Do. 
Phenix Bank, Charlestown, Mass. - 17,500 00 | Do. 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston - | 226,057 84 | April 1 
Commonwealth Bank, do. - 55,000 00 | Do. 
Fulton Bank, do. - 65,000 00 | Do. 
Hancock Bank, do. - 65,000 00 | Do. 
Franklin Bank, do, . 17,500 00 | Do. 
Phenix Bank, Charlestown, Mass. - 17,500 00 | Do. 
Do. do. a “> 17,000 00 | July 1 
Merchants’ Bank, Boston 150,000 00 | Do. 
Commonwealth Bank, dao. - 78,057 86 | Do. 
Fulton Bank, do. - - | 110,600 00 | Do. 
Hancock Bank, do. - - 55,000 00 | Do. 
Franklin Bank, do - . 36,000 00 | Do. 
Arcade Bank, Providence - - | 78,445 10 | On demand 
Rhode Island Union Bank, Newport 49,000 00 | Do. 
Arcade Bank - - - 78,445 10 | April 1 
Rhode Island Union Bank, - - 49,000 00 | Do. 
Bank of America, New York - 50,000 00 | July 1 
Arcade Bank, Providence - ~ 67,445 10 | Do. 
| Rhode Island Union Bank, Newport 10,000 00 | Do. 
| Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven - | 120,000 00 | On demand 
Quinebaug Bank, Norwich - 35,000 00 | Do. 
Farmers and Mechanics’ B’k, Hartford $9,890 20 | Do. 
do. do. do. 59,890 20 | April l 
Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven - | 100,000 00 Do. 
Quinebaug Bank, Norwich - 20,000 00 | Do. 
Lafayette Bank, New York - 15,000 00 | Do. 
Bank of America, do. 20,000 00 Do. 
Manhattan Company, do. - 20,000 00 Do. 
Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 20,000 00 Do. 
do. do. do. 20,000 00 | July 1 | 
Manhattan Company, do. 20,000 00 | Do. 
Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven 150,000 00 | Do. 
Quinebaug Bank, Norwich 25,000 00 | Do. 


State to which | Number of the in. 


payable. 


stalment. 


Part of the first. 


N. Hampshire 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do: 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do: 
Do. 
Do, 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do 


Massachusetts 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Rhode Island 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Connecticut 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 








Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Part of the second. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 


Part of the third. - 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Part of the first. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Part of the second. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 


| Part of the third. 


Part of the first 


Do. 


Part of the second 


Do 


Part of the third. 


Do. 
Do. 


Part of the first. 


Do. 
Do 


Part of the second 


Do. 
Do 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Part of the third 
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j 


Date of iet- | 




















Name of bank. Amount. When pay- | State to which | Number of the in- 
ter. able. payable. stalment. 
Ba 
1837. | 
June 17 Bank of America, New York - 24,890 20 | July 1 | Connecticut | Part om third. 
17 | Lafayette Bank, do. - 15,000 00 Do. Do. 0. 
January 16 Mechanics and Farmers’ B’k, Albany 80,000 00 On demand | New York | Part of the first. 
16 | Manhattan Company, New om 180,000 00 0. Do. Do. 
16 | Bank of America, do. 180,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Mechanics’ Bank, do. - | 200,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Seventh Ward Bank, do. - 53,173 57 | Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Phenix Bank, do. - | 130,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
i6 | Leather Manufecturers’ Bank, do. - 85,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Merchants’ Bank, do. - | 155,000 00 | Do. Do. Do, 
16 | Union Bank, do. - | 105,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
1, 16 | National Bank, do. - 75,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Bank of Troy, Troy - 25,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Merchants’ Exchange Bask, N. ¥. wis pn 00 - Do. bn 
16 | Dry Dock Bank, do. 5,000 00 0. Do. ° 
March 15 Seoahenlas and Farmers’ B’k, Albany 80,000 00 | April 1 Do. | Part of the second. 
15 | Manhattan Company, Now York 180,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Bank of America, do. - | 180,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 200,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Seventh Ward Bank, do. - | 63,173 57 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Phenix Bank, do. - | 70,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Leather Manufacturers’ Bank, do. = - 85,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Merchants’ Bank, do. - | 155,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Union Bank, do. - | 105,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | National Bank, do. -} 75,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Troy Bank, Troy - 2 sa 25,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Dry Dock Bank, New York | 25,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Merchants’ Exchange Bank, do. | 45,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Brooklyn Bank - - - 30,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 Canada Bank of Buffalo - 30,000 00 Do Do. Do. 
June 14] Bank of America, New York | 300,000 00 | July 1 Do. | Part of the third. 
14 | Seventh Ward Bank, do. - 63,173 57 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Lafayette Bank, do. - 40,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
™ 14 | Leather Manufacturers’ Bank, do. = - 80,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Merchants’ Bank, do. - | 100,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Union Bank, do. - 75,000 00 Do. Do. | Do. 
14 | National Bank, do. - 75,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
b 4 14 | Dry Dock Bank, do. - 40,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Merchants’ Exchange Bank, do. - 25,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Commercial Bank of Buffalo - 40,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
20 | Mechanics’ Bank, New York - | 270,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
20 | Manhattan Company, do. - | 240,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
| January 6 | Trenton Banking Company - 35,000 00 | On demand | New Jersey Part of the first. 
6 | State Bank, Newark - - | 45,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
6 Do. Elizabeth —- - | 45,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
6 | Lafayette Bank, New York - | 28,000 00 Do. Do. Do, 
6 | Tradesman’s Bank, do. - 35,000 00 Do. Do. Do 
d 6 | Merchants’ do. do. . 66,890 20 Do. Do. Do. 
March 15 | Trenton Banking Company: - | 25,000 00 | April 1 Do, | Part of the second. 
15 | State Bank, Newark - | 85,000 00 Do. Do. | Do. 
15 Do. Elizabeth - - 35,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Lafayette Bank, New York - 28,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Merchants’ Bank, do. - | 44,890 20 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Tradesman’s Bank, do. - | 35,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
June 12 Do. do. do. - 25,000 00 | July 1 Do. - | Part of the third. 
J 12 | Merchants’ Bank, do. - 44,890 20 Do. Do. Do. 
12 | Lafayette Bank, do. - | 20,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
12 | Trenton Banking Company - | 35,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
~ — Newark - - 85,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
0 Elizabeth - - 45,000 00 Do. Do. | Do. 
January 4 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - | 750,000 00 | On demand | Pennsylvania. Part of the first. 
4 | Moyamensing Bank, do. - - | 80,838 26 Do. | Do. Do. 
4 | Merchants & Manufacturers’ ,Pittsb’g. | 125,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
March 15 Do. do. do. 125,000 00 | April 1 Do. Part of the second 
15 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - | 750,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 | Moyamensing Bank, do. - - | 80,838 24 Do. | Do. Do. 
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LIST—Continued. 
Date of let- | Name of bank | Amount. | When pay- | State to which {Number of the in- 
ter. | | able. payable stalment. 
1837. | . 
June 14 | Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, - | 150,000 00 | July 1 | Pennsylvania. | Part of the third. 
14 | Merchants & Manufacturers’, Pittsb’g | 150,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - | 680,838 26 Do. Do. Do. 
January 28 | B’k of Wilmington and Brandywine | 27,000 00 | On demand Delaware Part of the first. 
28 | Bank of Delaware, Wilmington’ - 22,583 83 Do. Do. Do. 
28 | Phenix Bank, New York. - : 44,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
March 15 Do. do. - - 46,000 00 | April 1 Do. Part of the second 
15 | Bank of Wilmington, Brandywine - 27,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
15 Bank of Delaware - - - 22,583 83 Do. Do. Do. 
June 12 Do. - - - | 22,583 83 | July i Do. Part of the third 
12 | Bank of Wilmington and Delaware 36,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
12 | Phoenix Bank, New York - - 37,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
January 4 | Union Bank of Maryland - - | 220,000 00 | On demand | Maryland Part of the first. 
4 | Franklin Bank, Baltimore - - 98,612 75 Do. Do. Do. 
March 16 Do. 0. - - 98,612 75 | April 1 Do. Part of the secon 
16 | Union Bank of Maryland - - | 220,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
June 12 Do. do. - - | 220,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
12 | Franklin Bank of Baltimore - 98,612 75 Do. Do. Do. 
January 5 | Bank of Virginia, Richmond - | 532,809 33 | On demand | Virginia Part of the first. 
5 | Branch of do. Norfolk - - | 200,000 00 |- Do. Do. Do. 
March 16 | Bank of Virginia - - - | 857,809 33 | April 1 Do. Part of the second. 
16 | Farmers’ Bank of Virginia - - | 200,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
16 | Union Bank, New York - - | 100,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
16 | National Bank, do. . - 75,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
May 2 | Union Bank, do. S 100,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
2 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - 57,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
30 | Mechanics’ Bank, New York - 40,000 00 Do. Do, Do. 
30 | National Bank, do. - 60,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
30 | Bank of Kentucky, Louisville - | 135,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
Branch of Northern Bank of Ken- 
30 tucky, Louisville - - | 140,809 33 Do. Do. Do. 
30 | Farmers’ Bank of Virginia - - | 200,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
June 19) Bank of State of North Carolina - | 230,000 00 | On demand | North Carolina! Part of the first. 
19 | Phenix Bank, New York - . 80,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
19 | Merchants’ Exchange Bank, N. York 55,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
19 | Leather Manufacturers’ Bank, do. 28,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
19 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - 84,919 13 Do. | Do. Do. 
March 14 Do. do. - - 84,919 13 | April 1 Do. Part of the second 
14 | Bank of State of North Carolina - | 230,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Phenix Bank, New York 80,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Merchants’ Bank, “. - 55,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Leather Manufacturers’ Bank, do. - 28,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
June 2 Do. do. do. - | 28,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
2 | Bank of State of North Carolina - | 300,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Phenix Bank, New York 80,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Merchants’ Exchange Bank, do. - 50,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - 19,919 13 Do. Do. Do. 
January 6 | Planters and Mechanics’ Charleston - | 170,000 00 | On demand | South Carolina | Part of the first. 
6 | Bank of Charleston - - - | 180,474 03 Do. Do. Do. 
March 14 Do. do. - - | 180,474 03 | April 1 Do. Part of the second 
14 | Planters and Mechanics’ - - | 170,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
June 2 Do. do. - - | 200,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
2 | Mechanics’ Bank, New York - | 600,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - - 50,474 03 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Merchants’ Bank, New York - 40,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
4 | Planters’ Bank, Savannah - - | 125,000 00 | On demand | Georgia - | Part of the first. 
4 | Bank of Augusta, Georgia - - | 225,474 03 Do. Do. Do. 
March 14 Do. do. . - | 210,474 03 | April 1 Do. Part of the second. 
14 | Planters’ Bank Savannah - - | 110,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
14 | Insurance Bank, Columbus - - 30,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
June 2 | Planters’ Bank Savannah - - | 100,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
Bank of Augusta - - - | 100,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Bank of America, New York - 50,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Manhattan Company do. - - | 60,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
2 | Mechanics’ Bank, do. - -| 60,474 03. Do. Do. Do. 
January 10 | Branch of State B’k of Ala’ Mobile - ' 223,028 93 | On demand | Alabama - | The first. 
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LIST—Continued. 
Name of bank. Amount. | When pay- 
able. 
Br. of State Bank of Ala. Mobile ~- | $223,028 93 | April i 

Do. ee - | 223,028 93 | July 
Union Bank of Louisiana - - | 200,000 00 | On demand 
Commercial Bank of New Orleans - | 118,612 76 Do. 

Do. do. - - 59,306 38 | July 1 
Union Bank of Louisiana - - | 100,000 00 Do. 
Planters’ Bank, Natchez - - | 127,445 10 | On demand 
Agricultural Bank, do. - - | 127,445 10 Do. 

Do. do. - - | 127,445 10 | July 1 
Agricultural Bank of Mississippi - | 125,000 00 | On demand 
Union Bank of Tennessee - - | 202,919 13 Do. 
Planters’ Bank of Tennessee - | 150,000 00 Do. 
Union Bank of Tennessee - - | 202,919 13 | April 1 
Planters’ Bank of ‘Tennessee - | 150,000 00 Do. 
Bank of Kentucky, Louisville - 37,500 00 | On demand 
Commercial Bank of Cincinnati - 37,500 00 Do. 
Manhattan Company, New York - 50,000 00 Do. 
Union Bank of Tennessee - - | 300,000 00 | July 1 
Planters’ Bank of Tennessee - | 177,919 13 Do. 
Bank of Kentucky, Louisville - | 157,919 13 | On demand 
Branch of Northern Bank ——? 320,000 00 Do. 

Do. do. 320,000 00 | April 1 
Bank of Kentucky - - - | 157,919 13 Do. 

Do. do. - - | 277,919 13 | July 1 
Northern Bank of K’y, Lexington - | 100,000 00 Do. 
Branch of do. Louisville - | 100,000 00 Do. 
Commercial Bank of Cincinnati - | 123,000 00 | On demand 
Franklin Bank, do. - - | 200,000 00 Do. 
Clinton Bank, Columbus - - | 123,090 00 Do. 
Franklin Bank, do. - 173,086 78 Do. 
Commercial Bank, L. Erie Cleveland 50,000 00 Do. 
Commercial Bank of Cincinnati - 125,000 00 | April 1 
Franklin Bank, do. - - | 130,000 00 Do. 
Clinton Bank, Columbus - - 50,000 06 Do. 
Franklin Bank, do. - 144,086 78 Do. 

| Commercial Bank L. Erie, Cleveland 60,000 00 Do. 

| Bank of Wooster - - - 40,000 00 Do. 
Bank of Cleveland - - - 40,000 00 Do. 
Bank of Chillicothe : - 80,000 00 Do, 

| Commercial Bank of Cincinnati - | 125,000 00 | July 1 
Franklin Bank, do. - - | 170,000 00 Do. 

| Franklin Bank, Columbus - - | 125,000 00 Do. 

Clinton Bank, do. - - 96,458 13 Do. 

| Commercial Bank of Lake Erie - 60,000 00 Do. 
Bank of Cleveland - - - 52,628 47 Do. 
Bank of Wooster - - 40,000 00 Do. 
Branch of State Bank of Indiana, 

| Lawrenceburg - - 95,583 33 On demand 

Do. do. do. Means - 95,583 83 Do. 

Do. do. do, New Albany - 95,583 83 Do. 

Do. do. do. Lawrenceburg | 95,583 83 | April 1 

Do. do. do. Madison - 95,583 83 Do. 

Do. do. do. New Albany - 95,583 83 Do. 
Do. do. de. do. - 95,583 83 | July 1 
Do. do. do. Lawrenceburg 63,430 63 Do. 
Do. do. do. Madison - | 127,737 02 Do. 
Agency of Commercial Bank of Cin- | 
cinnati, St. Louis - | 80,000 00 | On demand | 
Branch of State B’k of Ia. New Albany 32,153 19 Do. 
Do. do. do. Madison - 32,153 19 Do. 
| Bank of Illinois, Shawneetown 15,000 00 Do. 
Do. do. - - | 15,000 00 | April 1 
| Agency of Commercial Bank of Cin- | 
| cinnati, St. Louis ‘ 80,000 00 Do. 
Branch of State B’k of Ia. NewAlbany 33,153 19 Do. 
Do. do, do. Madison - 32,153 19 | Do. 
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LIST—Continued. 
| 
Date of let- | Name of bank. Amount. | When pay-| State to which sis aaaatil: Webihildiian Number of the in- 
ter, | ; | able. payable. | stalment. 
j | ' 
1837. | 
May 4 | Bank of Illinois, Shawneetown - | $60,000 00 July 1 | Tiinois - | Part of the third 
4 Branch of State B’k of Ia, NewAlbany 32,153 19 | Do. Do. Do. 
4 | Do. do. do. Lawrenceburg | 32,153 19 | Do. Do. Do. 
4.| Agency of Commercial Bank of Cin- 
| eimnati, St. Louis - - | 35,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
January 19 | Do. do. do. - - 77,445 10 On demand | Missouri - | Part of the first. 
9 | Branch of State B’k of la. Lawrenceb’g 50,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
7 | Planters’ Bank, Natchez - - 45,583 83 Do. Arkansas - | Do. 
March 8 Do. do. - - 45,583 83 | April 1 Do. Part of the second. 
May 30) Do. do, - - 50,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
30 | Agricultural Bank, Natchez - 45,583 83 | ‘Do. Do. Do. 
June 7 | Commercial Bank, New Orleans - 34,000 00 | On demand Do. Part of Ist & 2d 
7 | Bank of Kentucky, Louisville - 33,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
7 Commercial Bank of Cincinnati —- 33,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
January 27 | Bank of Michigan - - - 50,000 00 | Do. Michigan - | Part of the first. 
27 | Farmers and Mechanics’ B’k of Mich. 25,383 83 Do. Do. Do. 
27 | Bank of River Raisin - - 20,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 
March 7 | Bank of Michigan - 50,000 00 | April Do. | Part of the second 
7 | Farmers and Mechanics’ B’k ‘of Mic b, 25,383 83 | Do. Do. Do. 
7 | Bank of River Raisin - - 20,000 00 | Do. Do. Do. 
May 30 | Bank of Michigan - - - 50,000 00 | July 1 Do. Part of the third. 
30 | Farmersand Mechanics’ B’k of Mich. | 45,383 83 | Do. Do. Do. 
July 15 | Bank of Michigan - - - 600 00 | On demand ~~ s Do. Part Ist, 2d, & 3d. 
. 





The drafts of which notice was given in the following letters, were afterwards recalled. 














| 
Date of let- Name cf bank. Amount. | When pay- hes No, of instalments.| Date of 
‘ter. able. esas recall of 
payable. drafts. 
1837. = 

January 6 | Agricultural Bank, Natchez - | $50,000 00 | On demand | Arkansas | Part of the first. | June 7 
March 8 Do. do. . 50,000 00 | April 1 Do. Part of the second. 7 
March 13 Do. do. - | 125,000 00 Do. | Tennessce Do. 3 
May 2 National Bank, New York ~- | 100,000 00 | July 1 | Virginia Part of the third. | May 30 
June 14} Manhattan Company, Do. - 220,000 00 Do. | New York | Do. June 15 
14 | Mechanics’ Bank, Do. - | 230,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 15 

14 | Bank of Brooklyn, Do. - 60,000 00 Do. Do. Do. 15 

16 | Bank of America, Do. -| 16,964 09 Do. | Conn. Do. 17 

16 | Quinebaug Bank, Norwich - 47,926 11 Do. Do. Do. 17 


The following postcripts were added to the letters : 

To those respecting deposites with the State of New 
York : 

‘* The receipt will be countersigned by the Comptroller 
of the State.” 

To the letter of June 17, to Bank of America, New 
York, respecting transfer of $24,890. 20, to State of Con- 
necticut : 

‘** This transfer draft has been issued in place of one for 
$16,964 09, of which notice was given you by letter dated 
June 16, and which has been recalled.’ 

To letter of June 17, to Quinebaug Bank, respecting 
transfer of $25,000 to State of Connecticut: 

‘« This transfer draft has been issued in place of one for 
$47,926 11, of which notice was given you by letter dated 
June 16, and which has been recalled.’ 


To letter to Mechanics’ Bank, New York, of June 20, | 


“~ 


respecting transfer of $270,000, to State of New York: 
‘This. draft has been ‘issued in place of the draft for 
$230, 000, of which notice was given you on the 14th in- 
stant.’ 
To letter to Manhattan C Jompany, New York, of June 
ed. respecting transfer of $240,000 to State of New 


‘*'This draft bas been issued in place of the draft for 
$220,000, of which notice was given you on the 14th in- 
stant.” 

To the letter of May 20th to the Agricultural Bank, 
| Natchez, respecting transfer of $127,445 10 to the State 
of Mississippi : 

‘«Information having been received that the transfer 
draft in favor of Tennessee, upon your bank, for the sec- 
ond instalment of deposite, has not been honored, the dratt 
| above deserihed has been placed upon it.’’ 

To the letter of May 30th to the Northern Bank of Ken- 
tucky, neepaene transfer of $140,809 33 to State of Vir 
ginia : 

a amount of this transfer draft to the State of Vir- 
ginia will be deducted from the transfer heretofore ordered 
to the Bank of Virginia; or, that will be recalled to this 
extent, provided you find that the meeting of both of them 
| in a satisfactory way is very inconvenient.” 

To the letter of May 30th to the Bank of Kentucky, 
| Louisville, respecting transfer of $135,000 to the State o! 
Virginia: 

«*The amount of this transfer draft to the State of Vir- 
| ginia will be deducted from the transfer heretofore ordered 
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to the Bank of Virginia, or the latter will be recalled to | consequently, if we accept the draft, we must pay in such 
that extent, provided both of them are found to be very in- | money as may be demanded. ‘The State Treasurer will 


convenient to you.” draw for it in favor of different towns, and in sums equal 
To the letter of June 2d to Bank of America, respecting | to their respective proportions, without mentioning any 
transfer of $50,000 to State of Georgia: kind of money; and as gold and silver are the only consti- 


«This draft is issued in consequence of the recall of | tutional tender, such will unquestionably be demanded, it 
transfer drafts on your bank, issued in favor of banks in | being now at a high premium, and banks and individuals 
Georgia.” greatly wanting it. But specie cannot be procured, and 

Similar postscript to letters of June 2d to Mechanics’ | therefore specie cannot possibly, to the amount of the 
Bank and Manhattan Company, New York, respecting draft, be paid. Must, then, the People’s Bank, when it 
tranfers to State of Georgia.” becomes due, suspend specie payments; after all its furti- 

, tude, its efforts, and its sacred regard for law and contract, 
Ci. honor and promptitude? Shall the prophetic surmises of 
Banoor, Maine, June 5, 1837. foes be verified, and they tauntingly triumph over our 

Sin: At this eventful crisis, we feel it our duty to give | well-timed exertions? Have we fought the good fight 
you frequent information of what we are doing, who have | and kept the faith in vain? Or will it be no better for us, 
the direction of the People’s Bank; therefore we would | that we, in so good a cause, have stood firmer than oth- 
say, in addition to a furmer communication, that we have | ¢rs—this being the only deposite bank in all New England 
not suspended, nor shall we suspend specie payment, un- | that has not suspended specie payments! Nor.do we wish 
less the Treasury draft on us for $21,000, payable July | to be forced into that situation, by such suspension, which 
Ist, should be exacted in gold and silver. If, however, | makes it the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to call 
we should, by dire necessity, be compelled to change our | the public funds out of the People’s Bank, which has 
course, we shall immediately communicate the fact to the | alone, at considerable sacrifice, in supplying itself with 
Treasury Department. We thank you for the courteo@s | specie, endeavored to sustain itself and the good policy of 
and encouraging sentiments expressed in your last, while | the administration. Nothing could have occurred more 
we, with assurances of our greatest respect, would subscribe | unexpectedly than the enlarged call on us at this crisis ; 


ourselves Your obedient servants, | for our paper on Boston, though undoubtedly good, is re- 
WM. D. WILLIAMSON, | turning from day to day protested ; every bill any one can 
President People’s Bank. | get of ours is presented for specie, even change, and now 


Hon. Lev1 Woopavry, 
Secretary of the Treasury Dep't U.S. 


this day, June 10th, we are directed to be ready to pay 
July Ist, $33,612 75 of $42,130 72, the whole of the 


is. | Government’s deposite in the People’s Bank. It will thus 
ea | be perceived that we are in an anticipated dilemma; there- 
Bancor, Maine, June 10, 1837. fore we would respectfully inquire, cannot another draft, 


Sir: Having lately written to you, we shou!d not ad- | to the amount of $10,000 or $15,000 be substituted for 
dress you ugain so soon, had not your communication of | that of $33,612 75, or the latter be in part countermand- 
the 5th instant, received this morning, filled us with ex- | ed? Or, as we requested in ours of May 17th, may not 
treme anxiety ; for by yours of 18th February last, the | the draft be withholden fora period? Or could not our 
People’s Bank were notified that $21,000 of the public | bank have a Treasury draft for fifteen or twenty thousand 
money would be drawn for in favor of the State of Maine, | dollars on some deposite banks that have suspended specie 
to be paid on the Ist of July next ; whereas, by this day’s | payments, or on some other receivers of the public money ? 
mail we are notified by the Treasury Department, that a | In short, will the Secretary of the Treasury be pleased to 
tranfer draft to this State of $33,612 75, payable that day, | extend to us the temporary relief, important in the present 
is directed upon this bank, the former sum being thus en- | emergency, as it will, we believe, be consonant to the pub- 
larged considerably more than one third, and yet all to be | lic good, and at the same time confer a favor on his un- 
paid within thirty days, a shorter period, if we are correct, | feigned and abiding friends and obedient servants? In be- 
than the one mentioned in our contract; and a sum, too, | half of the directors of the People’s Bank : 
not inconsiderable for a bank of our capital, especially in WM. D. WILLIAMSON, President. 
these times. We appreheud most assuredly thit there Hon. Levit Woopnury, 
must be, in the multiplicity of your avocations at this junc- Secretary of the Treasury. 
ture, something unintentional; for by ours of May 17th 








and June Sth we informed you that we had determined C 3. 
not to suspend specie payments, that we had in vault and Treasury Derarntment, June 17, 1837. 
at command sufficient specie to redeem all our bills in cir-| Sin: I have to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter 


culation, that a large amount of our loans was on short | of the 10th instant. In commoy with the proportion of 
paper, payable in Boston, and that we should probably be | all the other banks in Maine, that of the People’s Bank 
able to pay the next Treasury draft of $21,000 July Ist; | was increased in the State transfers payable on the Ist 
in the usual course of busines, paying out such money | July, in consequence of the non-execution of the outstand- 
as we receive; and we respectfully inquired whether | ing transfer drafts from the South and West to Boston, 
the draft for the sum last mentioned might not for a | and which reduced the deposites ip that place so low as to 
perio! be withholden or delayed, or some other relief | render any considerable amount of transfer to Maine im- 
or ail be conveniently afforded us in this emergency possible. Jt was supposed that the State transfer upon 
as to specie. In your encouraging reply, dated May 23d, | your bank would be paid without inconvenience ; but, 
you were pleased to approve highly of our * firmness and | upon your suggestion, that unless reduced, or a draft on 
perseverance,” and ** heartily wish us success,’ assuring | Boston is furnished, its amount beyond the notice may in- 
us the Treasury Department would at an early day apprize terfere with your expectations and consequent arrange- 
us of the course to be pursued as to to the transfers to this | ments, and is not satisfactory, I have directed the Treasu- 
State, aud adopt ‘ measures as favorable for our bank as | rer to issue two transfer drafts in your favor on Boston for 
public duty will permit.” p the amount of the difference between the sum you was 

Now, the next communication from the Treasury De- originally notified to pay the State of Maine and the State 
partment, this day received, advises us, as before stated, | transfer recently placed on your bank, payable on Ist July. 
that we must pay $33,612 75 instead of $21,000, and These transfers are on the Commonwealth and Fulton 
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Banks for $6,000 each, payable on demand, and will ob- 
viate the inconvenience of increasing your proportion of 
the State transfers beyond the notice. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
S.cretary of the Treasury. 
W. D. Wixuramson, Esgq., 
President of the People’s Bank, Bangor, Me. 


D1. 


Treasury Department, June 17, 1837. 
Sir: To enable the People’s Bank of Bangor to meet 
an excess in the amount of the State transfer draft beyond 
what it was originally notified to pay, I have directed a 
transfer in its favor for $6,000 upon your bank, payable 
on demand, which, I hope, will be met without inconve- 
nience, as no State transfers for the July instalment will 
be place on your bank in favor of any State except Massa- 
chusetts. Iam, &c., 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Casnitr of the Fulton Bank, Boston, Mass. 


D 2. 


Treasury Department, June 17, 1837. 
Sin: In order to enable the People’s Bank of Bangor 
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was deemed a reasonable period for a reply to my letter of 
the 5th instant, I had ordered a State transfer draft to be 
placed on you in favor of the State, for the balance in de- 
posite with you, under the belief that the payments might 
be more conveniently made to the State of Connecticut 
than upon warrants in favor of public creditors. A differ- 
ent opinion being expressed in your letter, I have recalled 
the State transfer for the whole balance on deposite with 
you, and placed one instead for $25,000, which, from the 
tenor of your letter, you will doubtless meet with conve- 
nience and promptitude. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
F. A. Penxins, Esq., 
Cashier Quinebaug Bank, Norwich, Conn. 
re. 
Ruops Istany Union Bank, 
Newport, (R. 1.,) June 3, 1837 
Sir: I beg leave to reply to that part of your circular 
letter of the 18th ultimo, addressed to the cashier of this 


| bank, which relates to its future course in regard to the 


to meet an excess in the amount of the State transfer draft | 


placed upon it beyond its notice, I have directed a transfer 
for $6,000 upon your bank in its favor, payable on de- 
mand, which I hope will be met without inconvenience, 
as you will not pay any State transfers in July but to Mas- 
sachusetts. Iam, &c., 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Casurnn of the Commonwealth B’k, Boston, Mass. 


= 1. 
Treasury DerartmeEnt, June 5, 1837. 
Sin: I will thank you to inform me, at your earliest 


convenience, whether your bank will be prepared to exe- | 
cute a transfer of the balance of public money to the State | 


of Connecticut on the Ist July next, as a portion of the 


deposite then to be made with that State, and whether that | 


would not be the easiest and best mode of closing up our 
affairs, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Presivent of the Quinebaug Bank, 
Norwich, Conn. 


E 2 
QuinEBAUG Bank, 
Norwich, June 10, 1837. 


Sir: I forward our account with the Treasurer to this | 


date. I have received your letter of the 5th instant, in- 
quiring if this bank will be prepared to pay on the Ist July 
next the balance due the Treasurer of the United States. 


| month. 


I am instructed to say that, owing to the certainty of 


being deprived of the use of funds in July, by the fail- 
ure of manufacturers and their factors in New York, it 
will be out of the power of this bank to meet your wishes ; 
but we will endeavor to provide for a part of the balance. 
We should be obliged by having you draw for as small an 
amount as will consist with the convenience of the Treasury. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. A. PERKINS, Cashier. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
E 3. 
Treasury Dreanrmenr, June 17, 1837. 
Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 10th instant, with its enclosure. After waiting what 


rgnaining balance ($38,362 98) of your deposites in it, 
which is now standing to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States. As only a few notes discounted by the 
bank will fall due in this month, and some of those must 
be renewed, it will be extremely inconvenient to the bank 
to pay a part of said balance before the middle of next 
And as you have drawn from time to time war 
warrants on the Rhode Island Union Bank, in favor of the 
Newport Exchange Bank, by which the money required to 
carry on the public works at Fort Adams has been obtain- 
ed, and those warrants have been regularly paid, I take the 
liberty of proposing that three such warrants be drawn 
by you, each for a third part of said balance, viz; the Ist 
payable on the 15th July, 2d payable on the 15th August, 
3d payable on the 15th September, 1837. 

If, having in view the public interests and the accommo- 
dation of this bank, under existing circumstances, you 
should think it proper to do what is here respectfully sug- 
gested, arrangements will be made in season to pay the 
warrants proposed to be drawn by you. 

The cashier of the Rhode Island Union Bank will con 
tinue to make, weekly, to the ‘Treasury Department, regu 
lar returns of the state of the bank, so long as any money 
belonging to the United States shall remain deposited with it. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your humble servant, 

CHRIS. G. CHAMPLIN, 
President Rhode Island Union Bank. 
Hon. Levi Woonrvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
F 2. 

Treasury Department, June 7, 1837. 
Sin: In reply to your letter of the 3d instant, I have to 
assure you that this Department will endeavor to accommo- 
date you with regard to the payment of the balance, afte: 
meeting the $10,000 to the State on the first of July, as 
you have heretofore notified, by graduul draft for the 
amount, as near your suggestions as the wants of the pub- 

| lic service may justify. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
C. G. Cuamecin, Esq., 
President of the Union Bank, Newport, R. I. 
F 3. 
Ruove Istann Unton Bank, 
Newport, R. I., June \2, 1837. 

Sina: IT have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 7th instant, and I thank you for the assurance it con- 
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tains in regard to the balance that will be due from this 
bank to the Treasurer of the United States, after the trans- 
fer draft upon it for the sum of $10,000, payable to the 
State of Rhode Island on the Ist of July next, shall have 
been paid. And I now understand that a war warrant 
will be drawn on the Rhode Island Union Bank, in favor 


rant will be drawn for the other half of said balance, pay- 
able in September next; and this bank will then be pre- 
pared to pay said warrants. 
I am, very respectfully, your humble servant, 
CHRIS. G. CHAMPLIN, 
President of Rhode Island Union Bank. 
Hon. Levi Woonsury. 


P. 8. June 13th.—The cashier of the Rhode Island 
Union Bank has this day received notice (from the Treas- 
ury Department) of a draft on this bank, payable to the 
Newport Exchange Bank, for $7,500. 

G 1. 
Mecuanics’ Baya, New York, March 20, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, our semi- 
monthly statement of the situation of the bank, together 
with a duplicate of the Treasurer’s account current. 

Our cashier has shown me your letter, advising of two 
further transfer drafts on us for $100,000 each, payable 
the Ist of the ensuing month. You will perceive we have 
paid during the past week nearly half a million of dollars 
on Government drafts, an amount that we could not pos- 
sibly curtail from our discounts, during the existing un- 


paralled pressure, without producing ruinous consequences 
to this community. 


Under these peculiar circumstances, if the period of pay- 
ment of these drafts could be deferred, it would, I confi- 


dently believe, be of essential benefit, not only to the bank, 
but to the public. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedi- | 


ent servant, JOHN FLEMING, President. 
Hon. Livi Woorsury. 


G 2. 
Treasury Derantrment, March 23, 1837. 

Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 20th instant, with its enclosures. 

With regard to the letter from this Department to which 
you refer, without specifying its date, advising of two 
transfer drafts of $100,000, payable on the lst of April, 
and requesting an extension of the period of payment, I 
have to state that the copy of that letter has not been found, 
and, betore acting on your request, I must ask you to trans- 
mit a copy of the letter to which you refer. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
J. Fixmino, Esq., 
President Mechanics’ Bank, New York. 


G 3. 


Mercuawnics’ Bank, New York, March 24, 1837. 
Sir: 


observer that the pecuniary difficulties which for some time 


proaching a crisis. The present indications are of a char- 


prudent men. Feeling persuaded that you take a deep in- 
terest in whatever affects the financial concerns of this city, 
I take the liberty of addressing you at the present time. / 
The revalsions in commercial credit throughout Europe, 
as well as in this country, are well calculated to arrest the 
attention of all who are in anywise connected with the 


| rather than to allay the existing apprehensions. 
of the Newport Exchange Bank, for one-half of that bal- | 


ance, payable in August next; and that another such war- ; 


ee 
naa SS 


We are, therefore, in debt, and sub- | 
ject to any specie drafts that may be made upon our city. | 


| stant, and to a very considerable extent. 
past have pressed heavily upon the community, are fast ap- | 





moneyed operations of the commercial cities. At home, 
the recent failures of eminent houses, largely engaged in 
exchange and money transactions, have necessarily created 
a deep and widely-pervading excitement in the public mind ; 
and from abroad, the advices are of a character to increase 
The rates 
of foreign exchange are such as to justify fears of a consid- 
erable export of coin, which, I may say, has already com- 
menced. This fact, connected with the actual scarcity of 
means to accommodate the merchants in meeting their cur- 
rent business engagements, now falling due, render it an 
imperative duty on the part of the city banks to adopt every 
reasonable precaution to avert the threatened disasters. It 
is certainly the interest, and it would seem also to be the 
duty of the Government, so to administer its financial con- 
cerns as to sustain and foster the business interests of a 
community which is so closely connected with the national 
treasury. 

The practice of past years of allowing the import in- 
come to accumulate,-for the accommodation of thuse whose 
transactions had contributed so largely to the public rev- 
enue, was not found to be injurious in its operation, nor 
did it afford any just cause of dissatisfaction in other sec- 
tions of the Union. So large an amount of domestic and 
foreign money transactions centre in this city, that most of 
the commercial and mercantile interests connected with the 
general business concerns of the country are intimately as- 
sociated with our financial situation and prospects. 

Our credits supply not only the imported products for 
consumption, but furnish also largely the facilities for real - 
izing the vast amounts of our annual exports. 

When the source of a business thus extensive and com- 
plicated becomes disordered, it cannot be difficult to pre- 
dict the consequent effect upon the many streams which 
diverge from such a fountain. 

It is under circumstances of deep responsibility, as one 
of the Government agents, intrusted, in a measure, with 
the management of the financial concerns of the Treasury, 
that I have presumed to trouble you at this important mo- 
ment, and to solicit your intervention, so far as you may 
think the exigency requiries, in alleviating the present 
difficulties, and in averting, if possible, those menaced us 
in prospect. 

I had the honor of addressing you on the 20th instant, 
requesting an extension of time with regard tu the two 
drafts upon this bank, payable on the Ist proximo. 
In that communication a brief reference was made to the 
pecuniary embarrassments existing in this city ; the diffi- 
culties then alluded to are daily increasing, and conse- 
quences serious and alarming, as well to individuals as to 
public institutions, force themselves in a strong point of 
view on the attention of all who are interested in the re- 
sult. 

With respect to the business and situation of this bank, 


| it is proper to observe, that our transactions are with a 
| larger number of dealers than those of any other city in- 


stitution. In the management of our concerns we have 
studiously endeavored to accommodate the bond-payers to 
the utmost extent of our means, compatible with other 
claims. In doing so, we have necessarily been obliged to 


| reduce, beyond our wishes, the amount of specie in our 
It must be apparent to every discreet and judicious | 


vaults. ‘he drain of coin for ordinary business is con- 
It is to be feared 


that some of the city banks are disposed to hoard their 


| specie; the effect of which measure is, to throw the bur- 


acter justly to excite the apprehensions of reflecting and | den of the pressure unfairly upon others. 


We have paid 
of the Government funds, within the last fortnight, about 
eight hundred thousand dollars in Treasury drafts and 


warrants; the last of which, for one hundred thousand 
dollars, payment was demanded in specie, and we are 
now required to pay, in addition, two handred thousand 


dollars on the first of the ensuing month 
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in making this appeal to vou, sir, on behalf not only of 
our own institution, but of the community generally ; and 
submit with entire and reepectful confidence, whether a 
bank, thus situated, should be compelled at such a time of 
imminent emergency, still further to curtail its discounts 
in the proportion necessary to meet the impending de- 
mands. It cannot be done without materially increasing 
the present distress; and it is feared that the attempt will 
result in extensive bankruptcies. In such an event, it is 
not for me to suggest what may be the responsibilities 
resting upon the Government. I am satisfied that the proper 
- disposition is not wanting to extend all the relief required. 
I am particularly induced to represent these facts strong- 
ly, in eonsequence of a demand made upon us yesterday 
by the Union Bank of this city, for $50,000 in specie, 
upon the allegation that you had required them to increase 
their stock of coin. The suggestion to them was doubt- 
less a judicious one, but it will hardly be contended that 
the mere transfer of coin from the vaults of one city bank 
to that of another, can add to the stability of the associated 
institutions, while the effect is to increase still further the 
pecuniary embarrassments. The specie basis, in the mean 
time, remains the same ; and the practice of drawing at a 
time like the present is calculated to unsettle the good un- 
derstanding between the banks; which, if becoming no 
Ee torivus, is very likely Jo excite unnecessary apprehensions 
in other quarters. This bank has, to the extent of its 
ability, contributed promptly to the assistance of other in- 
stitutions, and will continue to act in the same spirit, ask- 
ing in return only a just forbearance and reciprocal action 
on the part of its associates in the public service. 
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‘ dition to any aid which may be otherwise afforded, the 
action of the Government may greatly relieve and allay 
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a period as possible, from drawing upon the funds collect- 
ed from the public revenue in this city. Should these 
drafts continue to any considerable amount, I am fearful 


will be compelled to contract their loans to an extent that 
must result in a ruinous bankruptcy, and heavy losses to 
the Government. 

I beg you to excuse the liberty I have taken in writing 
thus plainly upon the subject in question. Its importance 
is my apology, and I shall feel greatly relieved from pres- 
ent apprehensions if it shall receive, at your hands, such 
action as seems to me to be imperatively called for. 

May I ask to be favored with a reply as early as may 
comport with yourconvenience. I am, very respectfully, &c. 

JOHN FLEMING, President. 

The Hon. Levit Woopsury, 

Secretary of the Treasury 


G 4, 


Mecuanics’ Bank, New York, 

















1837. 
In writing to you hastily on the 20th instant, I 


made a mistake with regard to the drafts therein referr.d 
to: 


March 25, 


Sin: 


i 


the L5th, which notified us of a transfer draft to the State 
of New York for two hundred thousand dollars 


obedient servant, 
: JOHN FLEMING, President. 
The Hon. Levi Woonsery, 
Secretary af the Treasury. 





G'S. 
; Treasury Derpantment, Murch 24, 1837. 
In consequence of the request made in behalf of 


er which you presi le, 


Sik: 


institution ov for the extension of 


the 


In conclusion, I take the liberty to suggest that, in ad- | 
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I think myself justified, under existing circumstances, | 
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the period for the payment of the two transfer drafts re- 
ferred to in your letter of the 20th instant, it may be use- 
ful to place distinctly before you the situation of the pub- 
lic money in the deposite banks somewhat more in detail 
than is usual in the current correspondence of this Depart- 
ment. 

By the 13th section of the act of the 23d June last, the 
whole amount of public money remaining in the Treasury 
on the first of January, 1837, excepting five millions of 
dollars, was required to be withdrawn from the banks and 
placed in deposite with the several States in quarterly pay- 
ments, the first of which was to be made immediately after 
the latter date. These quarterly payments amount to up- 
wards of $9,367,000 upon each of the first days of Janu 
ary, April, July, and October, in order that the whole sum 
of $37,468,859 97 may be deposited with the States du- 
ring the year, agreeably to the provisions of the law. These 
great and frequent payments will fully explain the indis- 
pensable necessity for the past and present, as well as fu- 
ture curtailment in many cases of the discounts heretofore 
made to the community by some of the deposite banks, ani 
which curtailment, while regretted by many, and while rc 
garded by you as productive of such unfavorable consequen- 
ces, must generally be the inevitable result of the above act 


of Congress. 


But no authority exists in any branch of the General 
Government, except Congress, to modify or delay the pay- 
ments in question, onérous as they often must prove to the 
banks, or inconvenient as they must be to their customers. 
Congress, at its late session, though held since the law was 
passed, and its burdensome operation was in some degree 
experienced, not having thought proper to amend it, those 
deposite banks in which great sums of public money have 
been heretofore placed and loaned to accommodate the pub- 


lic, must now make, if they have not already made, the 
the existing excitement, and materially foster and en- | 
courage the commercial interests, by abstaining for as long | 


requisite*preparation for meeting those large payments with 
punctuality. This course is due to their contracts with 
the Government and to the wishes of Congress; hence, it 
is hoped and believed that your bank, in common with the 


| other public depositories, having, for more than nine months 


that, in the necessity of protecting themselves, the banks | 


it was my intention to have referred to your letter of | 


[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your | 


past, been apprized of the necessity for the repayment of 
the public funds in vour custody, have not been unmind- 
ful of those preparations. But, at the same time, allow 
me to add that you may rest assured it will continue to be 
the policy of this Department to mitigate, whenever law- 
ful, the existing embarrassment. 

In consequence of this policy, the large excess of five 
millions of dollars over the equal proportion of the State o! 
New York, has been allowed to remain so long in your 
city—a place, however, where, at the same time, it is 
proper to add that, from its great commerce, enterprise, and 
central position, both the collections and disbursements vo! 
the revenue are usually heavier than elsewhere, and a con- 
siderable portion of the surplus of the public funds is most 
available for public purposes. Nor will the Treasury D: 
partment hereafter depart from its previous course to direct 
no more or earlier transfers thence than are required to mect 
seasouably the heavy expenditures ordered at different point 
by the acts of Congress, and to prepare and discharge those 
quarterly payments in deposite to the States in a mannei 
conformable to the laws now in force, and which are ren 
dered inadmissible by their provisions. 

It would fain do or suggest something more which mighi! 
tend to lighten the existing pressure upon portions of the 
commercial community. But some palliations have beci 
spoken of, which, if adopted, it is feared could not be very 
useful, except as ministering to an imaginary expectation 
of benefit, while they would expose the community to a 
real increase of the very evils under which it nuw labors, 
by affording a pretext or temptation to a dangerous addition 
to the discounts and issues of banks at a time when the 
returns here prove the important fact that those discounts 
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by the public depositories are now greater in the country, 
as a whole, and especially in the South and West, than 
they were in June last. 

On the contrary, I am, with much regret, compelled to | 
say that this Department cannot, with justice to your in- 
stitution and the community, encourage a hope that any 
exemption very permanent or essential from some pecuni- | 
ary difficulties can, through its agency, with its limited | 
powers, be effected ; while these vast collections and dis- | 
bursements are in progress, aud while several portions of | 
the country are at the same time suffering under the con- | 
sequences of having, during the preceding eighteen months, 
invested in public lands alone, besides numerous specula- 
tions in private lands, and which are yet chiefly dead cap- | 
ital, the enormous sum of over thirty millions of dollars 
beyond the usual purchases in that way; and, while our 
importations during only the last year have reached near 
one hundred and ninety millions, or the unexampled ex- 
cess (independent of specie) of fifty millions more than our 
whole exports. 
ing every thing reasonable for freights, profits, difference 
of valuation, and other causes, must still leave an amount 
of debt difficult to be discharged, either at home or abroad, 
and equally difficult to be postponed, while failures and 
embarrassments, caused by excesses in over-banking, over- 
trading, and speculation, shall continue to be, unfortunate- 
ly, quite as great abroad as at home. Among the various 
projects which have been suggested for mitigation or relief, | 


This extraordinary balance, after deduct- 





no remedies which are feasible, secure, and legal, appear 
to me so natural or so likely to be so effected in the exist- | 
ing condition of things, as those indulgences which the 
States, to whom the deposite payments are to be made, 
will be able afterwards to extend, and the resolute com- 
mencement and prosecution by all concerned, of the ordi- | 
nary cure of such evils, in pecuniary affairs, by increasing 
economy in expenditures, and by banking less, trading 
less, and speculating less, till prices and business revert to 
their former standards and channels, and both proceed more 
on the safe basis of actual capital and the real wants of the | 
community. 

By a firm course of this kind, on the part of the discreet 
portion of the commercial world, with all that comity and 
furbearance to each other which the banks in the present 
exigency ought liberally to extend, so far as their own 
safety will permit, little doubt exists that many individuals 
will soon experience sensible relief, the urgent calls on the 
banks will speedily begin to lessen, and mutual confidence 
and a sound state of prosperity will be restored and long 
preserved. 

The country still possesses every great element to ensure 
future wealth and happiness; and with the exercise of for- 
titude and moderation now, and of more foresight and pru- 
dence hereafter, on the subjects before mentioned, it will 
soon become extricated from those mercantile embarrass- | 
inents, which, it is trusted, are only temporary, and will be | 
able to inerease its securities against their frequent occur- | 
rences, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Joun Fiemrne, Esq., 

President of the Mechanics’ Bank, New York. 
G 6. 
Treasury Derartment, March 26, 1837. 

Str: I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 24th instant. Without waiting for a reply to my 
letter of the 23d instant, requesting a specification of the 
transfers referred to in yours of the 20th, I shall, to-mor- 
row, direct the Treasurer to extend the time of payment of 
the transfer draft in favor of the Merchants’ Bank fer 
$50,000, payable on the Ist April, and that for $100,000, 
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in favor of the National Bank, payable on the 15th of 
April. These appear to be all the transfer drafts in favor 
of banks in your city, which are outstanding upon your 
bank ; and, in justice to the institutions in favor of which 
they were drawn, which may have shaped their business 
somewhat in view of these drafts, an extension of thirty 
days upon each is xs much as seems to be proper. 

You do this Department, in your letter, no more than 


| justice, in attributing to it a deep interest in whatever af- 


fects the financial concerns of New York. Every thing in 
its power, consistent with law, will be most theerfully 
done to sustain mercantile credit in your city. But with 
regard to your suggestions as to the curtailment of your 
loans, I find myself compelled to remark that your bank 
has been less called on to repay the public money in its 
custody, in proportion to the amount of its capital and its 
amount of public deposite, than any bank in your city. 
On the 14th instant, it appears to have bad to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States more than two millions 
three hundred thousand dollars, being upwards of a mil- 
lion more than the Manhattan Company, an institution of 
similar capital, and upwards of half a million more than the 
Bank of America, which has an authorized actual capital 
of a million more than your bank, though in July last the 
amount of the public deposites was nearly the same in 
each. It appears from the returns of those banks that 
they have greatly and providently lessened their discount 
line in due season. It is, therefore, a matter of regret, af- 
ter the experience of November last, that the requisite pre- 
paratory measures for meeting the payments required by 
law had not been efficiently adopted by all the deposite 
banks, if any of them be now suffering on that account. 
But, under the cireumstances stated in your letter, I shall 
cheerfully extend to you all the relief which my duty will 
enable me to do. Besides postponing the payment of the 
transfer drafts mentioned in the former part of this letter, I 
will direct the warrant for $150,000, of which notice was 
given on the 13th instant for payment on account of the 
Chickasaw Indians, to be paid chiefly or entirely by some 
other bank. The other transfer drafts payable by your 


| bank during the month of April, being for small sums, and 


in favor of banks in other places, are not particularized by 
you, and cannot be interfered with conveniently to those 
banks or consistently with other arrangements. 

It is to be hoped that no time will be lost in placing the 
condition of your bank in such a posture as will enable it 
to meet promptly, and without inconvenience, the large 
payments, amounting to nearly the whole sum now on de- 
posite on public account, which will probably be required 
between the present time and the Ist day of October next. 
For the general views of this Department on the present 
subject, I beg to refer you to my letter of the 24th instant, 


| repeating the assurance of my willingness to do every thing 


in its power to support mercantile credit in your city. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Seeretary of the Treasury. 
Joun Friemine, Esq., 
President Mechanics’ Bank, N. 


G7. 


Treasury Depantment, March 27, 1837. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt this morning of 
yours of the 25th instant, referring to my letter of the 15th, 


¥s 


| (which notified you of the issue of a transfer draft for 


$200,000, in favor of the State of New York,) as descri- 
bing the draft, the period of the payment of which you de- 
sired might be postponed by your letter of the 20th instant. 
In reply to that request, I have to state that the transfers 
to the several States at the commencement of each quarter 
of the present year are required by express law, and this 
Department has no power to postpone the period of their 
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taking effect. It would not be possible to withdraw the 
draft in question, and require its amount to be paid by other 
banks which have a less amount of public money on de- 
posite, without drawing upon them too severely at the pres- 
ent time. Besides, it is understood that the State of New 
York does not immediately require the money transferred 
to it under the deposite act to be paid, but will grant in- 
dulgence if desired. 

But you will have perceived, by my letter of yesterday, 
that this Department has directed the extension for thirty 
days of the transfer drafts on your bank, in favor of banks 
im your city, payable during the next month, to an amount 
nearly equal to that of the State transfer drafts referred to. 
This is going, I believe, quite as far as justice to the other 
deposite banks will allow, if you will permit me to advert 
to another fact as a strong evidence of the indulgent course 
adopted by the Department towards your institution. By 
the provisions of the act of June 23, 1836, no deposite 
bank is permitted to hold more than three-fourths of the 
amount of its capital stock on deposite. It became, of 
course, the imperious duty of this Department to place un- 
der transfer to banks which could legally hold it, the over- 
plus beyond that proportion on deposite in the existing de- 
posite banks, which proportion, in the case of your bank, 
is only $1,500,000. After the lapse of nearly nine months 
from the passage of this law, your bank still holds more 
than $800,000 beyond what it is entitled to. So far from 


on deposite with you must, in due execution of the law, be 
ere long greatly diminished. 

The transfers required to reduce the gmount on deposite 
with your bank to the extent authorized by law to be held 
by it, were originally made prospective, so far as was be- 


et 
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community or to yourselves. After the actual payment of 


posite shall not exceed three-fourths of your capital, the 
payment of the residue will be deferred to the full extent of 


gencies of the public service, but will probably be gradually 
required to the amount of one-half or more between the 
present time and October next. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Joun Fremine, Esq., 
President Mechanics’ Bank New York. 


G 8. 


Treasury Department, June 5, 1837. 


you have any particular wish as to the amount to be de- 
pesited with the State of New York by your bank. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBDURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Groner Newson, Esq., 
President of the Bank of America, New York. 


G 9. 


Bank or America, June 7, 1837. 

Str: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt 
of your favor of the Sth instant, and beg to inform vou 
in reply, that we shall be pleased if the transfer draft 
on this bank bank in favor of the State of New York 
for the July instalment, shall be equal to at least $300,000; 
and if your own wishes shall prescribe a larger sum, say 
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its being possible, under this state of things, to afford you | 
much further relief, it must be apparent, in view of the | 
facts stated in my recent letters to you, that the sum now | 


four or five hundred thousand dollars, it wi 
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what seems to be justified by its provisions, and the exi- | 


the overplus held by your bank and required to be trans- 
ferred by the deposite law, in order that the amount on de- 


| 


Sir: As the State transfer drafts for the July instalment | 
are now issuing, I will thank you to inform me whether | 





| exchanges, 322,000 dollars. 


























ll be equally 


acceptable to us if the draft shall be made accordingly. 
I beg leave to offer you my thanks for your communica. 4 
tion, and have the honor to remain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE NEWBOLD, President 
Hon. Levt Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


G 10. 


Brooxtyn, Bank, 
Brooklyn, June 7, 1837. 

Resprcrep Sin: We shall be glad, if perfectly agree- 
able, to receive a draft for the amount it will take for us to 
pay over to the State of New York. 

If agreeable to you, we shall be glad if you would in- 
struct your agent, Mr. Robert Swartwout, to do his busi- 
ness with the Brooklyn Bank of Brooklyn, it being a speciec- 
paying bank, and a depository of Government. 

Any business that you may think proper to intrust us 
with shall be faithfully and carefully attended to. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R,. F. HICKS, President. 

Hon. Lev1 Woopsvry. 


G ll. 


Treasury Derartment, June 9, 1837. 
Sir: TI have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 7th instant. The transfer drafts for the payment of 
the July instalment to the States are preparing, and will 
soon be forwarded. 
All the public officers in and near New York having 
public funds in hand, and finding it convenient to do se, 


sist Sapien 


| are required to deposite them in your bank by law, there 


being no other public depository at this time. I have ad- 


lieved requisite to enable you to curtail your operations, | dressed a letter to the collector of New York on the sub- 
without serious inconvenience either to the commercial | ject to-day as regards him. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury 
R. F. Hicks, Esq., 
President of the Brooklyn Bank. 


G 12. 


Mencaant’s Bank, 
New York, May 15, 1837. 

Sir: J enclose with this the account of this bank with 
the Treasurer at the end of the week just closed, showing 
no change in our balance of $392,100 03, due him. 

I duly received your notice relative to the comparative 
amount of specie in our vaults and our circulation. The 
apparent issues of this bank were increased by the unfair 


| conduct of some of the others, the Pheenix in particular, in 


retaining on hand our larger notes, and paying them out 
in lieu of their own when calls were made for specie. The 
actual circulation of the Merchants’ Bank, after exchanges 
with the others, fluctuates between two hundred and two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Measures were taken, 


| on getting your notice, to increase our specie, as you might 


observe by our return of the Sth May: but that was of no 
avail when our depositors drew out their balances in specie. 
On the morning of the 10th this bank was left with only 
between fifty and sixty thousand dollars, while the other 
city bank stood indebted to the Merchants’ Bank, after the 
Our indebtedness to the 
Treasurer was increased 50,000 on the Ist of May, by ad- 
ding that amount to a large sum already due to us by the 
Mechanics’ Bank. 

Is there no mode whereby we can cancel a part of our 
indebtedness by making payment to the Treasuser in funds 
deposited at the South? To facilitate the business of the 
exchanges, this bank has opened accounts with varivus es- 
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tablishments in other States, at much inconvenience, but 
under the impression that it would meet the wishes of your 
Department. We have in Charleston, South Carolina, 
over 100,000 dollars, in Natchez, Mississippi, double that 
amount. Or will the Secretary allow us, on the Ist July, 
to pay over to the States their third instalment of surplus 
revenue? As toa payment in specie it appears quite im- 
practicable now. 

I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. PALMER, President. 
To the Hon. Levi Woopsurr, 
Sceretary of the Treasury. 


G 13. 


Mencuants’ Bank, 
New York, August 18, 1837. 

Stn: I enclose herewith a statement of the condition of 
this bank on the 14th, and another on the 28th July, with 
the balances due to and from other banks at these periods— 
being the documents omitted during my absence from 
the city. 

I also enclose statements of the account with the Treas- 
urer, presenting a balance due since, on the 12th August, 
of $63,698 52. The condition of this bank on the pre- 
vious day will be forwarded to-morrow. 

*In a letter from the Treasurer, dated 7th August, we 
have a list of drafts directed to this bank, and unpaid, viz: 
$10,000 00 
10,000 00 
30,000 00 
1,198 52 
12,500 00 








$63,698 52 

He has omitted in this the State transfer draft, No. 276, 
to the State of South Carolina, for 40,000 dollars, for which 
we provided funds at Charleston, and directed them to be 
applied to its payment. But this draft, instead of being 
honored as directed, has to-day been presented for payment 
by the agent of the Bank of the United States, and remains 
in his hands under protest for non-payment in specie. 

This is a dishonorable transaction on the part of the 
Bank of the State of South Carolina, or its officers ; as-you 
may observe by the documnt herewith, that this bank was 
then indebted to the Merchants’ Bank 140,000 dollars. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. PALMER, President. 


Hon Levi Woopavry, 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 


G 14. 


Treasuny Deranrment, August 21, 1837. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt this morning of 
your letter of the 18th instant, with its enclosures. With 
regard to the State transfer draft in favor of South Caro- 
lina, to which you refer as being unpaid, it was placed 


Sin: 
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decrease our indebtedness to the Treasurer. 


upon you, in accordance with the express request contain- 


ed in your letter of the 15th May, in which you desired, 


for your own accommodation, to disburse funds in that | 


State. Under these circumstances it is a matter of great 
surprise that it has not been provided for. This Depart- 
ment has not yet been notified of its non-payment from any 
quarter except your letter. Is it vour wish that it be re- 
called, in case the notice be received, or do you propose to 
provide for its payment? 
early an answer to this question as convenient. 
1 am, very respectfully, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 


Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
Joun J. Paumer, 


President of Merchants’ Bunk, New York. 
Vor, XIV.—A 11 


It will be desirable to have as | 


| 
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G 15. 
Mercuants’ Bank, 


New York, August 23, 1837. 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 21st instant, on 
the subject of the transfer draft of forty thousand dollars 
to the State of South Carolina. You state your surprise 
that it was not provided for, as it was issued in accordance 
with my request contained in a letter of the 15th May. I 
refer you again to that letter. I there state that this bank 
had a balance due to it in Charleston of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. ‘This was the fund provided to meet the 
payment of your draft. That balance in the Bank of the 
State of South Carolina has not since been lessened, and 
was, on the Ist July, one hundred and thirty eight thou- 
sand gollars. I addressed two letters to the Comptroller 
General of that State, telling him that the funds to meet 
your draft were in the bank where South Carolina made her 
deposites. [ requested the president of the bank to pay 
your draft, debit it to the Merchants’ Bank, and transmit 
itto me. It appears that your draft was duly presented at 
the Bank of the State of South Carolina, and there honor- 
ed; the amount being, I dare say, accounted for to the 
State. But the officers of the bank, instead of debiting its 
amount to the Merchants’ Bank, as directed, and paying it 
out of their balance, thought proper to sell or transmit it 
to the Bank of the United States; and, in lieu of your 
transfer draft, to send us « draft for the same amount on 
the Bank of the United States. This was the transanction 
which I called dishonorable on the part of the bank at 
Charleston. Your draft, as I stated in my letter dated the 
18th instant, was presented for payment here, and is held 
still, I suppose, by the Bank of the United States. I do 
not see, therefore, how you could withdraw it, as the State 
of South Carolina has received its amount, and the Bank 
of the United States has paid it. I may also remark, that 
the Treasurer has drawn for his balance in the Merchants’ 
Bank without reference to the draft alluded to. 

In my letter of the 15th May I express some anxiety to 
That anxiety 
has never diminished ; but, as I there remarked, a payment 
in specie seemed impracticable then, and equally su now. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. PALMER, President. 

Hon. Levit Woonsury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
G 16. 
Treastry Derartment, August 25, 1837. 

Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23d instant. With regard to your suggestion, that the 
amount of the State transfer draft issued upon your bank 
in favor of South Carolina, for the purpose of placing a 
portion of the public money on deposite with you on de- 
posite with that State, has been already paid to that State, 
no evidence of that fact has been communicated to this 
Department. Upon these drafts no indebtedness arises 
against the United States. This Department is required 
to deposite a certain proportion of the public money with 
the States; no money is drawn from the Treasury by the 
process. If, in the execution of the law, it becomes neces- 
sary to withdraw a draft placed upon a bank which declines 
or refuses to execute it, and issue a new one upon another 
bank, this Department possesses full power to do so; other 
wise the execution of the law might be defeated by the de- 
fault of a particular bank, With any private arrangement 
which may have been entered into between a bank employ - 
ed by the State and the deposite bank upon which a draft 


| may be placed, this Department has no concern; they must 


of course settle their own liabilities to each other between 
themselves. It is the imperative duty of this Department 


to endeavor to place the sum in question on deposite with 
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the State of South Carolina, and if your bank shall not 
be able to execute this transfer, it is desirable tu be advised 
of the fact as soon as may be. 

With regard to the issue of drafts upon your bank to an 
amount sufficient to absorb the balance standing to the 
credit of the Treasurer, independent of this transfer, no 
advice haa been received of the payment of these drafts, 
and should your bank be able and inclined to meet the 
transfer, any overpayment which may be made by you 
upon the other drafts will be promptly refunded. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 


Secretary of the Treasury. | 


J. J. Parmer, Esq. 
President of the Merchants’ Bank, New York. 


G 17. 
Nationau Bank, Cirr or New York, 
February 27, 1837. 
Sir: By your letter of November Ist, 1836, you ap- 
prized this bank that a transfer draft fur $75,000, payable 
soon after the first of January, 1837, to the authorized 
agent of the State of New York, (which draft has been 
accordingly paid,) would be followed on the lst of April, 
July, and October next, by other drafts of similar amount, 
and payable to the same agent, unless in the mean time a 


different notice shouk| be given by the Treasury Depart- | highly alarmed and excited by the unparalleled failures and 


By your letter of the 23d instant, you apprize | 


ment. 
me that a transfer draft for seventy-five thousand dollars, 
in favor of the State of Virginia, payable on the Ist of 
April, will be issued on this bank, and that a draft for a 
similar amount will be iss ed for the instalments payable 
to said State on the first day of July and October next, 
unless, &c. 


As I am not quite certain whether this last letter is in- | 


tended as superseding the notice given by that of first of 


Deposite Banks. 





November, I pray you to have the goodness to inform me | 
whether, according to the intentions of the Treasury De- | 


partment, the several transfer drafts mentiomed in the letter 


of the 23d instant, are meant to be substituted for or in | 


addition to those mentioned in the letter of first of No- 
vember. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, ALBERT GALLATIN, 
President National Bank. 
The Hon. Levi Woonpvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
G 18. 
Treasury Department, March 2, 1837. 
Sir: In reply to the inquiry contained in your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, received here this morning, I have to state 


that the proposed transfer to the State of Virginia, is in , 


addition to that which will probably be ordered to the 
State of New York, agreeably to the notice of the Ist No- 
vember last. 

The amount of the subsequent transfers to the States of 
Virginia and New York will be regulated by the amount 
of your deposites on account of the ‘l'reasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, compared with other deposite banks, so as to 
make the distribution as equitable and as little burdensome 
as possible. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

LEVI WOODBURY, - 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Avsentr Gattatin, Esq. 
President of the National Bank. 
G 19. 
Natrionat Bank, New York, May 31, 1837. 

Sin: Your letter of the 18th instant to the cashier of 
this institution was duly received. ‘I'he answer has been 
delayed longer than I did wish; but the various duties im- 











posed on me by the embarrassments growing out of the la- 
mentable suspension of specie payments, have been greater 
than my strength allowed me at once to perform. 
Notwithstanding the demand for specie fur exportation, 

caused by the unfavorable rate of foreign exchanges, the 
drain had been so far arrested that the specie of the eigh- 
teen safety-fund banks of this city, whose capital amounts 
to $16,611,200, and which amounted 

On the Ist July, 1636, to $5,044,298, 

On the Ist January, 1837, to 3,854,452, ani 

On the 10th April, 1837, to 2,633,690, 

Was, on the 2d May, 1837, 2,595,361, 
showing a diminution of less than forty thousand dollars 
during the three critical weeks preceding the last mentioned 
date. Measures had been taken by a number of the city 


| banks to secure a State loan of $3,400,000, of which from 


two to three millions might be used, instead of specie, as 
remittances to Europe. 

There was, therefore, a fair prospect that the impending 
danger might be averted; and without ascending to the 
more remote causes, it may be stated, as a matter of fact, 
that the disclosure of the frauds committed, with the con- 
nivance of some of their officers, on the Mechanics’ and 
Dry Dock Banks, and the excitement caused by that 
event, and by the sudden death of the president of the 
Mechanics’ Bank, operating upon a community already 


losses lately experienced, and by those still apprehended, 
was the immediate cause of the run on the banks, and of 
the conseyuent compulsory suspension of specie payments 
The city banks, by immediately assisting the Mechanics’ 
Bank, and enabling it to resist the first shock, and to 
maintain itself, and by assuming the payment of the circu- 
lation of the Dry Dock, whose situation was such that it 
could not be sustained, did all that was in their power to 
allay the storm. 

For an explanation of the circumstances which preceded 
the suspension itself, I beg leave to refer to the enclosed 
copy of the minutes of the sitting of the 10th May, A 
M. of the board of directors of this institution. 

You are no doubt satisfied that the situation of the Na 
tional Bank, and the guarantee afforded by the bond of its 
directors, give the amplest security for the ultimate pay 
ment of the balance due to the United States. The great 
and only difficulty arises from the inability for the present 
to pay in specie; and we think this institution is, by the 
previous management of its affairs, and its conduct on the 
last trying occasion, entitled to the same forbearance which 
it exercises toward those indebted to it. I will only add 
that you will find it ready to co-operate in carrying into 
effect the meastires which you may recommend for the 
purpose of resuming specie payments as early as possible, 
and of preventing in the mean while, as far as practicable, 
the depreviation of our paper currency. This must, how 


| ever, be the subject of a distinct letter, in answer to the in 


| 
} 


quiries at the end of your circular. 
The Treasury checks on this bank, which cannot be 
paid in specie, and will be returned in payment of duties 


| to the Treasury, will in fact become demands for refusal 


of having paid specie. I pray you to inform me of the 


| amount you mean to draw in that manner, and whether you 


intend to demand interest or damages on such return checks. 
This is necessary for my government in several respects. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient 
servant, ALBERT GALLATIN. 
Hon. Levi Woovsury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


G 20. 


Treasuny Department, June 3, 1837. 
Sin: Ihave to acknowledge the receipt of your lette! 
of the 31st ult. this morning, with its enclosure. I beg 






















































you to be assured that I entertain no doubt with regard to 
the solvency of the National Bank. This Department has 
not contemplated the placing of many drafts in payment 
of warrants upon your bank. It is hoped that you will 
be both able and willing to meet such as may be placed on 
it, in such a manner as will give entire satisfaction to the 
holders. ‘The amount of the State transfer drafts payable 
by your bank in July, will not be made much larger in the 
whole than that for April, unless you should express a de- 
sire that they may be made so. This Department enter- 
tains a hope that these transfer drafts will be received by 
the States in such funds as may be mutually convenient 
and acceptable. In this manner all questions with regard 
to interest and damages will be obviated. Should any 
such questions unfortunately arise, it will be the anxious 
desire of this Department to arrange them in a just and 
equitable manner. I am, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Apert Gatiatin, Esq., 


President of the National Bank, N. Y. 
G 21. 


Mannattran Company, 
New York, June 5, 1837. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your respected letter of the third instant, informing me that 
the Treasurer of the United States had issued a draft on 
this company in favor of the State of Tennessee, for fifty 
thousand dollars. 

This is a very agreeable arrangement for us, and no 
doubt will he equally so to the Planters’ Bank of Tennes- 
see, as that institution is largely indebted to this bank. 

I am much obliged by your inquiry respecting the future 
drafts upon this company, and as far as I can see at present 
you will be pleased to be governed in that respect by the 
convenience of the Department. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, 

ROBERT WHITE, 
Cashier Manhattan Company. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


G 22. 


Treasury Department, June 5, 1837. 
Sin: I will thank you, at your earliest convenience, to 
inform me whether your bank will execute a transfer to the 
State of New York on the Ist of July next, of the balance 
of public money now on deposite with you, as the easiest 
and best mode of arranging what is due. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Parsipent of the Commercial Bank, Buffalo. 


G 23. 


Commenctat Banu, Buffalo, June 13, 1837. 

Sir: Yours of the 5th instant has been received. It is 
impossible to say at this time what can be done in relation 
to the transfer you speak of. The hearing for the dissolu- 
tion of the injunction on this bank is on the 20th. Until 
then we must ask your indulgence, and trust, in the mean 
time, that no drafts will be made upon us. We will take 
tbe earliest moment to advise you after our affairs are ar- 
ranged. 

We supposed, from the call of the United States attor- 
ney upon us, that on furnishing the additional security 
which he desired, the payments would be postponed. 

_ He mentioned that there would be some ‘* reasonable 
time.” His proposition wae agreed to on receipt, although 


Deposite Banks. 
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we are not as yet advised what additional security is re 
quired. Very respectfully, 
ISRAEL T. HATCH, President. 
To Hon. Levi Woonsury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


G 24, 


Treasury DerantMent, June 20, 1837. 
Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 13th instant. Before it came to hand it became neces- 
sary to issue the State transfer drafts, of which one has 
been placed upon the Commercial Bank of Buffalo, for 
$40,000, agreeably to the notice which you have doubtless 
received, and which I hope will be satisfactorily met. The 
residue of the public deposite in that bank, or most of it, 
will, if this amount is paid over, be permitted to remain for 

the present. I am, sir, &c., 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Israzt T. Hatca, Esq 
President, &c., Buffalo. 


G 25. 


Commenctat Bank, Buffalo, August 5, 1837. 
Sin: At the time the injunction was taken off from this 

bank, in answer to a letter from your Department, we ad- 
| vised yout that we would pay $40,000 to the State. The 
Treasurer of this State is probably holding the draft until 
the money is paid to this county, and then, doubtless, in- 
tends to present it. We have now paid, since the period 
above stated, $20,000 on drafts recently drawn. We hope 
that if the draft of $40,000 has not been recalled, it may 
be done, and modified to $20,000. The payment of this 
| last sum would lessen the deposite in our hands one-half, 

which is as rapid a reduction of our debt to the Govern- 

ment as the embarrassed state of the times will permit of. 

We desire to pay as fast as possible; and when it is con- 

sidered that we pay about half of our deposite within forty 
days, we believe that our proposition will be viewed favor- 
| ably. The balarice can be paid most conveniently by us 
| in such sums as might be required by you to disburse at 
| different points in this State and on Lake Erie. 
Very respectfully, 

ISRAEL T. HATCH, President. 

| Hon. Levit Wooprvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





G 26. 


Treasury Department, August 12, 1837. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 5th instant, requesting the recall of the transfer draft 
upon your bank in favor of the State of New York, pay- 
able on the Ist July last, and regret to inform you that it 
cannot be conveniently done. 

The calls for the public money deposited in the banks, 
to meet the current engagements, have been so urgent that 
it has been drawn from them more rapidly than might 
have been wished. But you may be assured that the 
Commercial Bank of Buffalo has been less drawn upon, 
in proportion to the amount of its deposite, than almost 
any in the State of New York, and that hereafter as much 
forbearance will be exercised as the public service will 
permit. The whole of the public deposite has been drawn 
from the Bank of Troy, and all except about $23,000, 
| which will be speedily absorbed, from the deposite bank at 
| Albany. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury 
Isnaex T. Hatca, Esq. 
President Commercial Bank, Buffalo. 
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G 27. 


Commenciat Bank, Buffalo, August 15, 1837 

Sin: To-day a draft of $15,000 was presented by the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Albany, and specie de- 
manded. We were advised by the United States attorney 
of this district that this draft was withdrawn. If it is the 
intention of your Department to enforce the payment of the 
draft we will pay it, although at some inconvenience at 
this time; believing, as we did from your correspondnce, 
that we should only be called on for $40,000 immediately. 
We ask no greater indulgence on our deposites than is al- 
lowed to others, in consideration of the great changes 
which have occurred since we undertook this trust for the 
Government. We would prefer disposing of the balance 


of our deposites as you should require the money to dis- | 


burse at different points in this State and on Lake Erie. 
Very respectfully, 
ISRAEL T. HATCH, President. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvry. 
G 28. 
Treasuny Department, August 26, 1837. 


Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 


the 18th instant. 

By the last return of the state of the Treasurer’s ac- 
count with your bank reeeived here, the amount of public 
money was within a fraction of $100,000. This was on 
the 20th May, at which time the Commercial Bank held a 
greater amount of public money on deposite, in proportion 
to its capital, than any bank in the State, with one or two 
exceptions. ‘The drafts which have since been placed up- 
on it, had they been paid, would still have left the amount 
in your bank greater in proportion than most other banks 
in the State—several of which have been entirely exhaust- 
ed. As to the payment of any drafts placed upon you 
since the date of the return mentioned above, no evidence 
of the fact has reached this Department. Under all the 
circumstances, I am unable, consistently with a due re- 
gard to the public interest, to consent to a reduction of the 
draft in favor of the State of New York; especially since 
it was returned a few days since to the Treasurer of the 
State, from the belief that it had been provided for: such 
being the inference from the remark made in your letter of 


the 15th instant, respecting the non-payment of the trans- | 


fer draft of $15,000 to the Mechanics and Farmers’ Bank 
of Albany. 

It is, therefore, with great reluctance that I am compel- 
led to suggest, in reply to your proposition to pay $20,000, 
that the whole amount must be promptly paid. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Isnazt T. Hatcu, Esq. 

President of the Commercial Bank of Buffalo. 

P. S, Permit me to remind you of the necessity of trans- 
mitting the weekly returns of the state of the Treasurer’s 
account, as well as the semi-monthly statements of the 
condition of your bank. 

We shall expect returns of what you have paid since 
last May. L. W. 

G 29. 


Commenciat Bang, Burrato, 
September 4, 1837. 

Sin: The Comptroller of the State forwarded the draft 
of the Treasurer upon us of $40,000 to the cashier of the 
Bank of Genesee, who has to-day presented it for pay- 
ment. I offered to pay it in notes of this bank, or in drafts 
on New York and Albany; but to this the reply was, that 
the Comptroller insisted on receiving the whole amount in 
bills of the banks of this State, excluding all the banks in 
Buffalo. Such a demand is without precedent, and, un- 
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der the present circumstances particularly, entirely unex- 
pected, as the Comptroller has uniformly allowed drafts of 
this description to be paid to the commissioners of loans of 
the county in which the bank on which the draft was 
drawn was located; and in relation to this very draft all 
our previous correspondence with him has led us to expect 
the same course. A payment of this kind is also particu- 
larly inconvenient to-day, for we yesterday remitted to 
New York all our current notes of other banks; and be- 
sides it is very unusual for us to allow over $20,000 of 
such funds to accumulate in our vaults. 

Under these circumstances I could not prevent notices 
of protest being sent, and I give you these facts to satisfy 
you that we have done all in our power to protect the 
draft. By this mail I address the Comptroller, and request 
| him not to return the draft, as I shall pay the amount to 
him in Albany, and at the same time send a request to our 
| corresponding bank in Albany to take up the draft for our 
| account at once; which, I trust, will be done. 

I have only to add that, upon the receipt of your last 
| communication, our president informed Mr, Flagg that this 
| draft should be paid as previous drafts had been; to which 

letter we have had no answer, nor has Mr. Flagg at any 
time advised us of his intention to take any new course in 
regard to this draft. 
T have the honor to be, sir, &c., 
J. STRINHAM, Cashier, 
in absence of the President. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
; Hl. 
Srate Bank at Newark, N. J., 
October 29, 1836. 

Sir: Enclosed is a bond executed by the president and 
cashier and all the directors, except Mr. James Bruen, 
who is in Philadelphia, and Mr. James Dawes, who is 
absent on a journey. This bond is dated 2ist October 
instant, to which day the former bond extended. It would 
be agreeable if you would hold this bond until we furnish 
you with another bond of like date, tenor, &c., executed 
by all the directors, which will probably be accomplished 
in a few weeks; and it will be all in good time to decide, 
when you receive the new bond, on the propriety of sub- 
stituting it for the present bond. 

Last evening we had a very calamitous fire in this city, 
(the particulars you will no doubt see in the public prints, ) 
bearing a strong resemblance to the great fire in New 
York. This bank was several times on fire, but saved by 
the exertions of individuals, so that no loss of property is 
known or apprehended. If it should produce no inconve- 
nience to the Treasury Department to furnish us with other 
funds besides those received, to pay what ought to be paid 
by us to the State of New Jersey, according to the deposite 
law, on the Ist days of January and April, or either of them, 
in whole or in part, it would enable us to grant some in- 
dulgences and assistance where it would be serviceable. 

This intimation is made for your consideration ; and if 
any thing is done in pursuance thereof, it will be very ac- 
| ceptable; but if there is any objection it will not be neces- 

sary to occupy your time with an answer. A great part 
of our manufactured articles are sold in the Southern and 
Western States, and the remittances received in the spring 
and early part of the summer. Very respectfully, 
ELIAS VAN ARSDALE, President. 
Hon. Levi Woonnvrry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


H 2. 


Starz Banx at Newark, 
January 18, 1837, 
Sir: Enclosed herewith you will receive the receipt of 
the Governor, Treasurer, and Speaker of the House of 
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Assembly of New Jersey, for the sum of forty-five thou- 
sand dollars, being the amount of the draft on this bank 
for part of the surplus revenue deposited with said State, 
which is forwarded according to the instructions contained 
in your letter of the 6th instant. In your letter of the Ist 
November ult., you mentioned the amount to be paid 
about the Ist instant ; and that it would be followed on the 
ist April, July, and October next, by other drafts payable 
to the same agent, but cid not specify the sums. It would 
be very acceptable to us to be informed of the sums expect- 
ed to be paid by us on those days, particularly on the Ist 
of April next, as soon as your convenience will permit. 
Very respectfully, 
ELIAS VAN ARSDALE, President. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


H 3. 


Tarasury Department, January 21, 1837. 
Sin: In reply to the inquiries contained in your letter 
of the 18th instant, as to the amount of the transfer drafts 
which will be issued in favor of the State of New Jersey, 
upon your bank, payable in April, July, and October next, 
I have to state that these drafts will probably be made for 
the sum of eighty-five thousand each. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY. 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Excras Van Anspatt, Esq. 
President of the State Bank at Newark. 


H 4. 


Strate Bank at Newark, April 6, 1837. 

Sin: The receipt of the Governor, Treasurer, and 
Speaker of the House of Assembly of New Jersey, is here- 
with sent, for the sum of eighty-five thousand dollars, being 
the amount of the draft on this bank for part of the surplus 
revenue deposited with the said State, and which is for- 
warded according to the instructions contained in your letter 
of the cashier of the 15th March ultimo. 

In your letter of the 21st January ultimo, you stated 
that the drafts therein referred to, payable in April, July, 
and October, would probably be eighty-five thousand dol- 
lars each. These sums, together with one previously 
drawn, make the amount deposited by transfer drafts, and 
was probably so arranged under the expectation that after 
the distribution was made, no surplus would remain in the 
Treasury beyond what was necessary for the public service. 
But as Congress have made no distribation of the surplus 
accruing, and our traders and manufacturers are greatly in 
want of money, it is submitted for your consideration 
whether part of the accruing surplus might not be left in 
New Jersey, to be effected either by diminishing the drafts 
to be drawn on us, or by new transfer drafts for us, as may 
best suit the convenience of the Treasury. 

If this is not deemed expedient, we shall so understand 


it, without occupying your time in writing an answer to 


that effect. But, if a favorable determination in any re- 
spect should be made, an answer would be very acceptable. 
Very respectfully, 
ELIAS VAN ARSDALE, President. 
Hon. Leyt Woonsvury, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


H 5. 


Treasvrr Derarntwent, April 11, 1837. 

Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 6th instant, with its enclosure. 

In reply to your request that a portion of the accruing 
surplus may be permitted to remain on deposite in your 
bank, I have to state that, upon the best estimate which 
can now be formed, the amount of receipts into the Treas- 
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ury previous to the first of October will not exceed, if in- 
deed they shall equal, the expenditures required by law, 
after the deposites with the States, due on that day, shall 
have been paid over. It does not seem probable that any 
considerable sum will remain in any deposite bank, even 
at the great points of disbursement, where it must, of ne- 
cessity, be principally placed. If, contrary to present ex- 
pectation, any considerable surplus shall remain in the 

reasury after the State deposites shall be completed, your 
request will be seasonably and duly considered. 

I am, very respectfully, your-obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Exras Van Anrspatr, Esq., 
President of the State Bank, Newark, N. J. 


Bank or Detawanre, 
Wilmington, 5th mo., 23d, 1837. 

In answer to the inquiries in thy circular of 18th instant, 
I am instructed to say— 

Ist. That we are ready to resume specie payments at 
any time when they are resumed by the Philadelphia banks, 
and shall be glad to do all in our power to promote it. 

2d. The answer to this inquiry is principally above. 
From our near vicinity to Philadelphia it would be im- 
practicable for us to resume specie payments at an earlier 


period than stated above. 


I am also further instructed to say, that this bank will 


| be prepared to meet the drafts of the United States Treas- 


urer, in favor of the Treasurer of this State, as heretofore, 
in a manner satisfactory to the latter.» 

The whole amount received by this institution from the 
United States was eighty thousand dollars. We have paid 
Government drafts, in favor of the Treasurer of this State, 
for about $45,000 dollars, and we hope the draft to be 
drawn on the Ist of July may be for $15,000, (making an 
average payment of $20,600 quarterly,) and leaving that 
sum to pay on the Ist of October. 

I am, very respectfully, 
WM. PAXSON, Cashier. 

To Levi Woonsvry, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


m. 5. 


Farmers’ Bank or Virornra, 
Richmond, April 5, 1837. 
Sim: I have the honor to enclose the account of the 
Treasurer of the United States with this bank to the 3d 
instant ; also, the receipt of the Treasurer of tye Common- 
wealth of Virginia for $366,404 67. Be pfeised to in- 
form me, in case I am incorrect in the supposition, that I 
am instructed to perform this service as an agent of the 
Department over which you preside, and not as necessarily 
connected with the draft of $200,000 on this bank, advised 
in said letter, and which constituted a part of the amount 
for which the receipt is granted. 
I am, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN G. BLAIR, Cashier. 
Hon. Lev1 Woopnavry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


N. B. James Rawlings, Esq., has been elected presi- 
dent of this bank, in place of P. N. Nicholas, Esq., re- 
signed. as. Ga er Ute 

K 2. 


Treasury Department, April 7, 1837. 
Srr: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 5th instant, with its enclosures. The receipt trans- 
mitted appears to be derived from some law or regulation 
of Virginia, with regard to deposite of funds of that State, 
as it contains a different amount from the sum paid by you 
to the State Treasurer on account of this Department. 
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With the relations between the State of Virginia and its 
depositories this Department has nothing to do. The re- 
ceipt is accordingly returned, in order that one may be 
transmitted for $200,000, the amount of the transfer drafts 
by this Department in favor of the State upen your bank, 
of the payment of which that receipt will constitute the | 
proper voucher. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, a 
. Secretary of the Treasury. 


Cashier Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, Richmond. 


Joux G. Brair, Esq., | 


K 3. 


Farwens’ Bank or Virornta, 
Richmond, April 10, 1837. 

Sin: The receipt of the Treasurer of Virginia, forward- 
ed to you on the 5th instant, for $366,404 67, and re- 
turned by you as incorrect, came to hand to-day, and was | 
presented to the Treasurer for compliance with your re- 
quisition: he states he waits for the return of the other 
receipt of the same tenor which he gave, and at your 
request, was forwarded to the Treasurer of the United 
States. 

To the same officer was also forwarded the draft on this 
bank for $200,000, with the customary receipt thereon, 
accompanied with the weekly account rendered, it having 
been settled with the Treasurer of this State. The weekly 
account will accompany this. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

J. G. BLAIR, Cashier. 

Hon. Levi Woopevry, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


K 4. 


Treasury Derantrment, July 15, 1837. 
Sin: Not having been informed of the payment by your 
bank of the State transfer draft in favor of the State of Vir- 
ginia, for a portion of the July instalment to be deposited 
with that State, I have to request you to inform me at: your 
earliest convenience, whether it is expected to be paid over 
in a manner acceptable to that State, as it will be necessa- 
ry otherwise to place drafts for disbursement upon your 
bank to meet the wants of the public service. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
James Rawtines, Esq., 
Fegpident of the Bank of Virginia. 
K 5. 


Farmess’ Bank or Vinetnia, 
Richmond, July 17, 1837. 
F Sir: Your letter of the 15th instant has been re- 
ceived. The transfer draft on this bank for $200,000, 
referred to by you, has not been presented for payment as 
yet. 

By an act of the late extra session of the Legislature of 
Virginia, this check or draft, with all others payable on 
the lst instant, were directed to be paid to certain banks, 
&c., by the endorsement of our State Treasurer. And I 
understand from him that, in order to meet the paynients 
required by the said act, it will be necessary to have the 
draft divided into two sums. He has written to you, ask- 
ing such a division ; after which, no doubt, the checks will 
appear in due season, and be satisfactorily paid. 

The apparent delay has resulted alone from the failure of 
those entitled to receive this fund to call on our Treasurer 
at an earlier day. 

This bank will take pleasure in meeting any drafts which 
the wants of the public service may require, and, I doubt 


not, always in a manner acceptable to the creditors of the 
Government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES RAWLINGS, 
President of Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 
Hon. Ley1 Woopsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington city. 
Rate i, ‘ 
Farmers’ Bank oF Vinernta, 
Richmond, August 28, 1837. 

Sir: Your favor of the 24th instant, addressed to John 
G. Blair, cashier of this bank, advising that orders had 
been given to forward a transfer draft on the Bank of Vir- 
ginia, in favor of this bank, for the sum of $14,732 35, 
has been duly received; and by the succeeding mail the 
transfer draft came safely to hand. 

I hope that you djd not consider the letter of our cashier 
of the 21st instant as in anywise a demand or request that 
you should adjust this seeming balance in favor of this 
bank, after the payment of the several checks or drafts of 
which we had been advised. Nothing of that kind was in- 
tended, and we should feel much mortified if it was inferred. 

The checks of the Treasurer of the United States on 
this bank, as advised, have been satisfactorily paid, except 
one in favor of the Treasurer of Virginia for the sum of 
$117,190 67, which has never been presented for pay- 
ment. This check it is understood was passed by the Treas- 
urer of Virginia to the Exchange Bank; a bank authori- 
zed by the last Legislature of Virginia, but not yet in opera- 
tion. The cashier of that bank, some three weeks ago, by 
letter to our cashier, informed him that he held such check, 
and asked if it would be paid in specie if presented. Our 
cashier, in reply, declined payment in specie, but proposed 
to meet it in current notes and checks on Northern banks; 
since which we have heard nothing farther from it. 

Under the peculiar condition of all of our banks, it can- 
not reasonably be expected of us payment in specie, when 
no other bank will do the same, although our ability may, 
when contrasted with our liabilities, well compare with any. 

I am pleased that a move has been made by the New 
York banks, which, it is hoped, will result in some well- 
concerted agreement to resume payment in specie at the 
earliest. practical day. This bank, among the last to sus- 
pend, will be found, I hope, among the foremost in the re- 


| sumption. 


Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES RAWLINGS, 
President of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. 
Hon. Levr Woopzury, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington city. 


° K 7. 


Treasury Department, August 30, 1837. 

Sim: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 28th instant, and I beg you to accept of my thanks for 
the information furnished. 

Tt is very desirable that your bank ascertain whether the 
transfer to the State referred to will be made and receipted 
for to the proper authority of the State, as required by the 
deposite law. I shall be gratified at receiving information 
upon that point at your earliest convenience. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Teasury. 
James Rawtines, Esq., 
President of the Farmers’ Bank af Virginia. 
K 8. 
Farmens’ Bank or Vinernta. 
Richmond, September 16, 1837. 

Sir: Your favor of the 30th ultimo was duly received. 

I have seen the Treasurer of Virginia in regard to the re 
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ceipts to be given for the July transfer from the United | meeting it. We had hoped you would have no difficulty 
States, and am told by him that they cannot yet be given, | with your own State. 
because he has not been advised of the payment of the» I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 


drafts. LEVI WOODBURY, 

I am now given to understand that the draft on this Secretary of the Treasury. 
bank for upwards of $117,000 has been transferred to the The Prestpent 
Bank of the United States in Philadelphia, and that it is of the Farmers’ Bank of Virginia, Richmond. 
the purpose of that bank to tender the same as an offset to L1 
the claim of the United States for the first instalment due ewe 
on account of the Government stock in the late Bank of the Pranters’ Banx, Savanyag, 


United States. March 29, 1837. 

This being the case we are precluded from meeting the Sin: Most of the transfer drafts recently received from 
draft in any ordinary way. It would be quite convenient | you gave to the banks of New York, on which they were 
for us in a very short time to throw funds into Philadelphia | made, the option of paying them in this city. The Bank 
even to meet it, but this, we presume, would not be per- | of America has availed of this, and tendered, through its 
mitted by the holder. agent here, two checks, amvunting to twenty thousand 
Under this state of the case, and to avoid any embarrass- dollars ; say one for fifteen thousand dollars, drawn by 
ment to the Government, by reason of the non-payment of Phenix Bank of New York on the Darien Branch Bank 
this draft, I would be highly pleased if you would direct | of this city, and one for five thousand dollars, drawn by 
the proper officer to check upon this bank for all or any of | State Bank of New York on the Central Railroad and 
your ordinary disbursements in Virginia, until at least an Banking Company of this place also. The custom of the 
amount equal to the outstanding draft shall be paid. It will | banks here for a short time past, and with a view to the 
afford us pleasure to meet such drafts in a way we trust accommodation of our merchants, has been to receive in 
satisfactory to the creditors of the Government. payment*for collections made by them, the notes of the 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, banks of Augusta and Charleston, reserving to themselves, 
JAMES RAWLINGS. however, the right to pay out the same description of notes 

President Farmers’ Bank of Virginia. | to all checks drawn on them, and founded on collections. 

Hon. Levi Woopsvar, This bank having paid in specie the greater portion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. | warrant issaed to the State in January last, and feeling 

| itself bound to pay in specie, if required, the warrant issued 

K 9. and payable first proximo, I called on the banks on which 
| the above mentioned checks were drawn, to ascertain if 
| they or others which might be received would be met in 
specie if required ; and I am led to understand that it will 
not be agreeable to them to pay specie for any checks 
founded in collections, made either for individuals or banks. 
Considering this institution bound to pay in specie, if 
desired, any and all checks or warrants made on it by you, 
and unwilling to come into any collision with the banks of 
our city, the more especially as the mere suggestion or in- 
quiry made in relation to the payment of specie, under the 
circumstances, gave utterance to the cry that the Govern- 


os L ment funds were to be used to oppress and cramp our in- 
willing to receive, the transfer having been ordered previ- | stitutions, I declined to receive from the agent of the Bank 
ous to the suspension of specie payments, the Department | of America the checks, and requested him to make the de- 
will hot interfere in any arrangement which may be made, 


t €, | mand for specie, which was declined by him. I take it for 
. the mutual accommodation of the two banks, but will | granted I express your views when [ say that this institu- 
e happy if you can so arrange the matter. In such case | tion is bound to pay in specie, when required, any and all 


it 18 not In my power to make any special stipulation with | drafts or warrants made on it by Government; and I beg 


you as to the kind of money you will be called on tv pay | the favor of you to say if, under this view, you consider it 
on account of this deposite. 


Tt : ; a | under any obligation to receive itt payment from banks on 
ge funds which may be in your bank, or in its branch | which you give it transfer drafts, checks on other banke, 
at Norfolk, will be drawn out as thé public service may 


ae : which banks claim the right to pay such checks in what 
equire, in the ordinary course, as far as I can at present | are termed current notes, and which are not immediately 
judge. I am, sir, &c., 


: | available to us, in case of specie requirements, in conse- 
LEVI WOODBURY, | quence of their remoteness from us. J am far from intend- 
Secretary of the Treasury. | ing this communication as one of complaint, and beg that 
Jonn Baockensroven, Exq. 


Preside ; = ‘ | it will not be received in this light. The arrangement of 
resident of the Bank of Virginia, Richmond. | the present checks is a matter I consider between the Bank 


Treasury Deranrment, June 19, 1837. 

Sir: In reply to the inquiries contained in your letter | 
of the 16th instant, which was received this morning, I | 
have to suggest that it has been the intention of thie De- 
partment, should the Northern Bank of Kentucky execute 
the transfer to the State of Virginia, payable on the Ist 
July, for $140,809 33, to relieve it, if desired, from a 
correspondent amount of the transfer which had been pre- 
viously directed to be made by ik to your bank. But if the | 
Northern Bank is willing to pay to the Bank of Virginia 
the draft to which you refer, in such a medium as you are | 


P. 5. You can show this letter to the agent of the of America and ourselves, and it will be adjusted to the 
Northern Bank, if you please. a er entire satisfaction of both of us, our supply of specie at 
present being ample for any requirement made on us; 
K 10. | but, under different circumstances, we might be subjected 
a | to much inconvenience. It is my desire to call your at- 
Purascny Deranruent, | tention to its prospective bearing on this bank, and to re- 
September 21, 1837. | quest you, if you can, in accordance with your own views 
Sin: 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of | on this subject, direct that any future transfer drafts issued to 
the 16th September. Until it shall be distinctly. settled, , 
which is not done in your letter, that your bank intends to 
dishonor the transfer draft placed upon it in favor of thé 
State of Virginia, this Department cannot make any 
ulterior arrangements with regard to the funds provided for 


us be paid in such way as to relieve us from the unpleasant- 
ness of coming into collision with our institutions here, and 
incurgg the stigma of using Government funds to oppress 
them, when we only ask from them that which we our- 


selves are called on to pay. The difficulty can be avoided 
































































































































































































































































































































PCN ee at Te Ue Sa oe SasttNye 


corms I 


AREA IIE Ae RRs NR VR OE 


4 
: 
& 








88 APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 











25th Cone. Ist Sess.) 





by making the transfer drafts paguhts at the eel on which 


they may be issued, and I beg to suggest to you this course. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
GEO. W. ANDERSON, President. 
Hon. Leyr Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


L2 


Treasury Derantment, April 7, 1837. 

Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th ultimo this morning. 

Your suggestion that the depositories employed by this 
Department are bound to pay in specie, when required, all 
drafts and warrants made on it by the Government is per- 
fectly correct, unless in the case of transfer drafts, the bank 
executing the transfer holds the notes of that in favor of 
which it is made, or remits bills and drafts in payment, 
which the latter is willing to credit as specie. 

The transfer drafts ordered by this Department are usually 
made payable either at the bank executing the transfer or 
at the bank to which it is made, as may best suit the cir- 
cumstances of the case or the wishes of the institution on 
whom the burden of payment is thrown. The general 
practice has been to make them payable at the bank to which 
payment is required to be made, as being the course mest 
generally acceptable and convenient. 

This Department trusts that no practicable difficulty will 


every thing in its power to prevent such a result. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Seeretary of the Treasury. 
G. W. Anprrson, Esq. 
President of the Planters’ Bank, Savannah. 


M 1. 


Acricutrurat Bank or Mississrppr, 
Natchez, January 28, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
3d instant, and your notice of the issuing of a transfer draft 
on us in favor of the State of Tennessee for $125,000, 
which I suppose is made payable here, and nothing appears 
to the contrary. 

I enclose our weekly account, and am, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

A. P. MORRILL, Cashier. 

Hon. Levi Woovsury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
. MS. 
Acricutrunat Banx or Mississippi, 
Natchez, March 31, 1837. 

Sin: The recent large failures in New Orleans and the 
Northern cities must necessarily suspend the payment of a 
large amount of our bills maturing at distant points until 
next season, and produce great embarrassment for several 
months in this community. Iam, therefore, directed to 
inquire of you whether we may not expect that the public 
moneys now in the custody of this bank will not be reduced 
in ainount before January next. 

We have experienced considerable delay in making them 
available to us, in consequence of receiving them at Ponti- 
toc, and the principal investments made of them are in the 
very bills that are now being suspended. Having under- 


stood that the funds belonging to the Chickasaw nation of 


Indians are to be invested for their use, this bauk proposes 
to borrow one million of dollars, on such time and terms as 
may accord with the views of the Government. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. P. MORRILL, Casper. 
Hon. Levt Woonnvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Deposite Banks. 
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M 3. 


Aenicurrunat Bank or Missrssirrt, 
Natchez, April 5, 1837. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive to day your letter 
of March the 14th, and notices that transfer drafts have been 
ordered on this bank, in favor of the States of Tennessee 
and Arkansas, both payable on the Ist instant. We have 
every reason to expect that these drafts, as well as the funds 
required at Little Rock, will be demanded in specie, al! 
which, Iam sorry to say, amount to a sufficient sum to 
increase, to a considerable extent, the embarrassments of 
this region of country. We have no other means of pro 
curing supplies of specie but from the New Orleans banks, 
from the payment of exchange on that city ; even such is 
the present state of things there as to render this dependence 
exceedingly precarious. The demand during the last two 
or three months so far exceeds all experience as to induce 
the banks to part with it very reluctantly upon any terms 
Almost every dollar received for produce is immediately 
demanded in coin; bank balances for collections made of 
our merchants have to be paid in specie, and the deman( 
for it, for the purchase of lands, still continues to a burden 
someextent. This, together with the recent failures here, 
in New Orleans, and the Northern cities, has made it inex- 
pedient forthe banks to make new discounts ; commercia! 
credit has consequently become greatly impaired, and our 


| whole population is at this time in a state of great excite 
arise on this subject, and will, at all times, be anxious to do | 


ment and alarm. ‘The Governor has convoked a special 
meeting of our Legislature, with a view to the adoption ot 
some extraordinary measure of relief, which at present adi's 
something to the prevailing anxiety and alarm. 

The banks in this State, although in my opinion gene: 


| ally sound, and prudently couducted, must necessarily fee! 
| the embarrassment of the times. 


These are circumstances which I deem it my duty to 
make known to you; and from them you will be enabled 
to judge of the propriety of adopting any measure, consistent 
with your views of public duty and interest, to relieve us 
as much as possible, from the payment of money, and par. 
ticularly of specie, during the summer. In the autumn, | 
do not doubt that things will become comparatively eas) 
again. 

I beg leave to suggest here that the Indian tribes, sv far 
as my information extends, have generally preference to 
receive bank notes in which they have confidence, to vithe: 
silver or gold. The former they find to be extremely in 
convenient on account of the bulk and weight, and they are 
not judges of the value and genuineness of the latter. A: 
Pontitoc this has been almost uniformly the case, and |! 
seems to me probable that the Indians in Arkansas may 
have the same preferences, and that the notes of this and 
the Planters’-Bank may prove more acceptable to them, « 
they are already familiar with their use and value. 

Very respectfully, 
A. P. MORRILL, Cashver 

Hon. Levi Wooprvury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
M. 4. 
Treasury Derantment, April 20, 1837 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ! 
the 3lst ult. From present appearances the current ' 
ceipts into the Treasury during the year will not exceed 
if indeed they shall equal, the expenditures required 
law. The deposite with the several States, required } 
the deposite law to be made on and before the first day 0! 
October next, together with those expenditures, rend: 
seasonable arrangements on the part of the deposite bank 
“necessary for making these payments. 

This Department, as it has ever done toward all the de 
positories employed by it, will endeavor to render the du 
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ties devolving upon your bank as little burdensome as pos- 
sible, by furnishing all possible notice of the times and 
places where you will be required to make payment. For 
the deposites with the States of Tennessee and Arkansas 
you have had ample opportunity to make convenient pro- 
vision. The transfers recently ordered to be made by you 
to Baltimore and Philadelphia, for expenditure at those 
points, are placed so far ahead that it is presumed you will 
find no difficulty in executing them with punctuality. You 
will not probably be called on to pay any thing to the 
State of Mississippi. 

With regard to the proposition to borrow a million of 
dollars from the fund belonging to the Chickasaw nation, 
I have to state, the expenses attendant upon the removal 
and settlement of that nation are expected to absorb all the 
funds now in hand, as well as the receipts on their account 
for a considerable time to come. Whenever there shall be} 
funds for investment, this Department will be happy to| 
pugchase stock from your bank, shuuld it possess any of the | 
kind to which investments are restricted, and will offer them | 
on terms as favorable as others. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. | 

A. P. Mornritt, Cashier 

of the Agricultural Bank of Mi., Natchez. 

P.S. Ifany future transfers except those to the States 
of Tennessee and Arkansas are ordered from your bank, I 
will give them ample notice, and make them as near and 
convenient as the public interest wil! permit. 


M 5. 


Acricutrunat Bank or Missigsirrt, 
Natchez, April 26, 1837. | 
“he Treasurer of the State of Arkansas has pre- 
sented his two transfer drafts on this bank, and demanded 
specie, which he wants for the use of the new bank about 
to go into operation at Little Rock; but as it will not be 
needed before the Ist of July, he has been induced to de- 
fer the demand on that we agree to place | 
this amount there at that time at our risk and expense. 
Such is the unexampled state of things here and in New 
Orleans, that we have deemed it important to gain this | 
little time, even at some risk of not being able to comply 
with our agreement: for specie cannot be obtained in New | 
Orleans upon any other terms than a positive demand at | 
the counter of the banks, and by the Ist of July, unless | 
relief is afforded them, it may be difficult to obtain it even | 
in this way. Mr. Woodruff, the Treasurer of Arkansas, | 
informs me that large amounts of specie are now at the | 
several land offices in that State, and if the receivers were 
directed to deposite the above amount, $100,000, with him, 
it would be a convenience to all parties. This bank would | 
be greatly accommodated by such an arrangement, and, | 
if the money is not to be deposited with us, we would place | 
it to the credit uf the Treasurer of the United States, either | 
in New Orleans or in the Planters’ Bank in this city, as/| 


may be directed. 


Sia: ” 


Very respectfully, 
A. P. MORRILL, Cashier. 


Hon. Levt Woopnvurry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


M. 6. 


Wasutneton City, June 1, 1837. 

Some time in the month of April last, the Governor of | 
‘Tennessee put into the hagds of the cashier of the Plant- 
ers’ Bank of Tennessee, for collection, a draft drawn by the 
Treasurer of the United States on the Agricultural Bank 
of Mississippi, in favor of the State of ‘Tennessee, dated 
March 13th, 1837, for the sum of $125,000. The Plant- 
ers’ Bank sent the said draft to Natcheg for payment by 


Vor, XIV.—A 12 


| 
1 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 





special agents; the said agents made two formal applica- 
tions themselves for payment thereof, but without success; 
the said agents neither demanded nor insisted on the pay- 
ment of the said draft in specie, but declared their reavi- 
ness to take the payment thereof in notes on the New Or- 
leans banks or in United States Bank notes, but still they 
could not obtain the money for said draft ; the said agents 
were then forced to place the said draft in the hands of a 
notary public, who made a formal demand for the payment 
thereof on the 2d May, 1837, and payment being refused, 
the said draft was accordingly duly protested for non-pay- 
ment. 

The above facts did not occur under my ewn personal 
observation ; but I ama director of the Planters’ Bank, 
and in that capacity learnt them from the report of the said 
agents to said Planters’ Bank, and I believe them to be 
true. I did not learn what reasons the Agricultural Bank 
assigned for the course it pursued. 

Upon the reception at Nashville of the notice of protest 
of said draft, the Planters’ Bank of Tennessee paid to the 
State of Tennessee thé amount of said draft, took it up for 
the credit of the General Government, and is now the 
holder of the same. 

I furnish this statement at the request of the Hon. Mr. 
Woodbury. 

THOMAS H. FLETCHER. 


M 7. 


2 Wasnineron Citrr, June 2, 1837. 

Sin: I have this day received a letter from the president 
of the Planters’ Bank of Tennessee, in which he forwards 
me a draft drawn by the ‘I'reasurer of the United States in 
favor of the State of Tennessee, on the Agricultural Bank 
of Mississippi, dated March 3d, 1837, for the sum of 
$125,000, which said draft has been protested for non- 
payment. 

This draft was originally forwarded to the State of Ten- 
nessee, as a part of the public moneys directed by law to 
deposite with said State, and was intended as so much of 
the public moneys to be deposited with that State on the 
Ist of April last. Said draft was presented to the Agricul- 
tural Bank on the 2d of last month for payment, but the 
payment thereof being refused, it was accordingly pro- 
tested. 

On the return of said draftto Nashville under protest, 
the Planters’ Bank of Tennessee voluntarily came for- 
ward and paid to the State of Tennessee the amount of 
said draft, and took up the same for the credit of the United 
States. 

It is thus that the Planters’ Bank became the holder of 
said draft, and I am desired by the president thereof to pre- 
sent the same to you for reimbursement, and to ask 
you to give in payment checks on some of the Eastern 
cities. As to the mode of reimbursement, I think there 
should be no objection urged. The Planters’ Bank ad- 
vanced the money for the credit of the United States at a 


‘time of extreme pressure at Nashville, and a large portion 


of the money so advanced was equal to specie. In making 
this payment to the State of Tennessee, the Planters’ Bank 
supposed it would be doing a service both to the General 
Government and the State of Tennessee, as it enabled the 
General Government to carry out the origina] object had in 
view when the draft was drawn, and it placed at once into 
the Treasury of Tennessee the full quota of the public 
moneys intended for that State on the Ist April last. 

The payment of this money to the Planters’ Bank in 
a check on the East will further tend to enable that institu- 
tion to meet the requisitions of the United States at Athens 
in gold and silver or their equivalent. 

The Planters’ Bank is not without claims on the Treas- 
ury Department for reasonable aid. It has discharged for the 
United States upwards of $1,300,000 within the last eight 
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months, and at this time only owes the Government about M 9. 

$69,000. Much of the money paid on these disburse- Wasurnoerox Crrr, June 2, 1837. 
ments was paid in silver, sent to the Branch Bank at Sm: Yours of this day is at hand. Upon reflection, I 


Athens by the Planter’s Bank at great expense, risk, and | believe it will be most acceptable to all concerned to take 
trouble. The public moneys within the last six months | the drafts proposed on New York, Cincinnati, and Louis- 
deposited with the Planters’ Bank have remained with it | yijle; and, therefore, I will accept of a draft on New York 


too short a time to be used by that institution, and hence | for 50, 000 dollars, on Cincinnati for 37,500 dollars, and on 
no profit has resulted from the agency. Therefore, under Louisville for 37,500 dollars. 


all the circumstances, I hope you will consider it reason- Very respectfully, 
able to make me, as the agent of the Planters’ Bank, reim- THOS. H. FLETCHER. 
bursement in checks on the Eastern cities. Hon Levi Woopsvry, 
Very respectfully, Secretary of the Treasury. 
THOMAS H. FLETCHER. 
Hon. Levi Woonsury, N }. 
Secretary of the Treasury. Wasarneton, May 30, 1837. 
N. B. I think it proper to add that down to the latest Sin: The balance due from the Clinton Bank of Column 
dates from Nashville, the Planters’ Bank had not suspend- | >¥S, amounting to ninety or ninety-six thousand dollars, we 
ed specie payments, and the tenor of a letter just received | feel anxious to meet in a manner that shall be as little em- 
from the president of that institution, seems to look to a | batrassing to the United States as the present deranged! 
continuation of the payment of the Government requisi- | *tate of the currency will permit; and will hold ourselves 
tions at Athens in gold and silver. ready to meet forthwith the Treasury draft in favor of the 
THOMAS H. FLETCHER. State of Ohio for the full amount of the same. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M 8. WM. NEIL, President. 
Hon. Levi Woonsury, 


Treasury Department, June 2, 1837. Secretary of the Treasury. 


Sin: In reply to your suggestion concerning the draft on | 
the Agricultural Bank, in favor of the State of Tennessee, | N 2. 
and which was not paid by that bank, but the money vol- Commerciat Bank of Cincinxatt, 
untarily advanced by your bank to the State, I would briefly June 8, 1837. 
reply : Sir: I have now the pleasure to inform you that the 
In the first place the liberal conduct of your bank is duly | Bank of Kentucky is willing to receive such funds as we 
appreciated ; but it is not legally in my power to consider | are prepared to pay them in discharge of the transfer draft 
the claim as a debt, and as a transaction with that bank, to | for 100,000 dollars, payable on the 28th instant, and that 
be settled with it like a debt. we, therefore, prefer to reduce our debt to the Government 
On the other hand, I was willing, as before proposed to | by making that payment. ‘That bank declined giving us 
the Treasurer of the State, to issue a new transfer for the | any assurance so far in advance, as to the kind of funds 
amount on the Union Bank, or, as stated to the Governor, | which it will receive in payment of the drafts payable in 
to pass the amount to your credit by issuing a new transfer | July and August, but we have confidence that we shall be 
on your bank, and the State giving a receipt for the same, | able to make an acceptable payment. If so, we prefer 
if paid. making the payment. I respectfully suggest, therefore, 
But finding that, so far as you know and represent the | that the drafts be allowed to remain for the present, and 
views of the Governor of the State, and act in the capacity | should any difficulty occur hereafter, we will in due time 
of assignee or representative of the claim of the State for | advise you, and request the favor of you to recall the drafts. 
the $125,000, there is a reluctance to accept a new trans- We will with pleasure make the payment you desire of 
fer in the Union Bank, and that no funds remain in yout | 150,000 dollars to the State of Pennsylvania ; but as the 
bank subject to our draft, except such as were not payable till | amount is large, and the time short, it will be a favor to 
hereafter, in June and July, and have not yet been paid in | us if vou will delay the issuing of the draft for a few days, 
funds immediately available, and on which we are rapidly | so that we may avail ourselves of the option between Pitts- 
drawing for Indian expenditures, I am disposed to give | burg and Philadelphia. It may be a great convenience to 
another transfer or transfers to the State of ‘Tennessee, on | us to pay at Pittsburg, but we cannot decide this question 
some other bank, where our means are large, and which is | until the arrival of Mr. Armstrong, our president, from St. 
likely to be more acceptable, and, under all the circum- | Louis, who is hourly expected. You may depend on our 
stances, just. We shall also be obliged to draw on both | placing the amount to the credit of the Treasurer at which: 
the banks in Nashville largely for the July deposite with | ever place may be decided on, on the Ist July. We also 
the States, and on the Planters’ Bank, all which can be hope that these drafts will be drawn payable in current 
spared there, after meeting current expenditures. I will | bank notes, as a payment in ‘specie, if demanded by the 
thank you, therefore, to designate such bank or banks as | banks to which it is to be paid, would be impracticable, and 
seem to you most convenient, and confine the amount as | would lead to disappointment. 








far as practicable, and as will probably be realized satisfac- | I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

tory, to the West or Southwest. JAMES HALL, Cashier. 
We have ample funds in deposite at New Orleans, as| Hon. Levt Woopnery, 

well as at Natchez, at Louisville, and Cincinnati; on either Secretary of the Treasury. 


of these places we can give new transfers for the whole, 
and, if likely to be more acceptable, can give a transfer for 
a parton New York—not exceeding, however, 50,000 


N 3. 


Commenciat Bang or Cincinnati, 


dollars without inconvenience. July 1, 1837. 
Respectfuily yours, Sin: I received from the Bank of Kentucky to-day the 
LEVI WOODBURY, transfer draft payable to us on the 29th ultimo, duly re- 
Secrelary of the Treasury. ceipted. 
Taos. H. Firrcarn, Esq. I am advised by that bank that for the outstanding drafts 


Agent for the Planters’ Bank of Tennessee. payable in July and August, of $100,000 each, they will 
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not receive in payment any thing but specie, checks on the 
East, or the notes of the Bank of Kentucky. ‘This mode of 
payment would be impracticable, unless at a sacrifice greater 
than the Department would, we believe, require. The 
Bank of Kentucky, in common with most of the banks of 
this region, is rapidly curtailing its circulation, and it 
would be impossible to procure any large amount of its 
notes, and Eastern checks are now out of the question. 
We were obliged, in arranging for the payment due this 
day to the State of Pennsylvania, to make a sacrifice of 
about 7,000 dollars, which we did cheerfully rather than 
disappoint the Department. But, as the means of creating 
funds at the East are now almost entirely cut off, we 
should not wish to make any new engagements which 
would require Eastern exchange, and which we might, 
therefore, not be able to fulfil. We, therefore, beg leave 
to avail ourselves of the offer you were kind enough to 
make, to withdraw the two drafts payable at the Bank of 
Kentucky. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
JAMES HALL, Cashier. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


N 4. 


Banx or Kentucky, 
Louisville, June 7, 1837. 

Sir: The time is near at hand when the portion of the 
surplus revenue accruing to the State of Kentucky is to be 
paid over to the Treasurer of the State. This bank, as 
you are aware, has a large amount of the public deposites, 
while the Northern bank has a very small portion. Would 
it suit you, as a matter of convenience to this bank, to give 
to the Treasurer of the State of Kentucky a warrant for 
the whole amount? This would leave a more equal 
amount in each bank, and relieve this institution very 
much in the payment of so large an amount—the branch 
of the bank at Frankfort being the fiscal agent of the State. 
This bank has been very much embarrassed in its opera- 
tions by the protest of checks on the North, which it had 
received in payment of balances by banks in the South, 
particularly the Agricultural Bank at -Natchez and the 


amount which should have been available in furnishing our 
merchants with Eastern checks. We necessarily ac- 


cumulate large balances in the two named banks, funds | 


of which we can make no use, unless it will suit your 
Department to make warrants on us to be paid at those 
points. 

We will hold ourselves ready, at all times, to meet your 
requisitions, and, on the unfurtunate suspension of specie 
payments, will do every thing in our power to satisfy the 
holders of your warrants. We have thus far had no sort 
of difficulty, nor do we expect any, yet your Department 
must deal as lightly with us as possible. 

Your obedient servant, 
W. H. POPE, President. 

Hon. Levi Woonsvury, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


N 5. 
Treasury Department, June 15, 1837. 

Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 7th instant. The proportion of the July instalment, 
drawn upon your bank, in favor of the State of Kentucky, 
has been greatly increased, and, had not the transfer drafts 
been issued before the receipt of your letter, might have 
been more so, being anxious to accommodate the deposi- 
tories of public money in any mode consistent with the 
public service. 
Your suggestion of a wish to make payment at New 
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Orleans will be attended to, should circumstances require 
funds at that point. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 





| 


W. H. Pore, Esq. 
President Bank of Kentucky, Louisville. 


N 6. 

Noutsern Bank or Kentucky, 

| Lexington, June 9, 1837. 
Dean sin: I have this day received your letter of the 
| 3st ultimo, notifying me that a ‘transfer draft has been 
| directed upon this bank for the sum of $100,000, payable 
|to the State of Kentucky on the Ist of July next,” which 
| payment shall be made. It will, as I intimated in my let- 
iter to you of the instant, be very agreeable to us to 
jlearn that the transfer draft may have been directed to our 
| branch at Louisville, for the further sum you may have to 
| pay the State of Kentucky on the Ist of July next. Ar- 





|fangements can be made for the payments to our State 


with perfect ease and entire satisfaction to the State au- 
thorities. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. T. SCOTT, Cashier. 


Hon. Levi Woonvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


| Ni. 


Norrarrn Banx or Kentucky, 


| Lexington, June 9, 1837. 


Dear stn: Your letter of the 30th ultimo to our cashier 


jat Louisville has been forwarded to me, advising of a 


transfer draft having been directed to him for the sum of 
$140,809 33, payable to the State of Virginia on the Ist 
of July next, and that the amount of this transfer draft to 
the State of Virginia will be deducted from the transfer 
heretofore ordered to the Bank of Virginia. 

Before the receipt of your letter, (viz. on the 5th inst.,) 
we had despatched a special messenger (John Milton, Esq ) 


to Richmond, Virginia, with funds to pay both transfer 
| drafts to the Bank of Virginia, with instructions that, if 


; | he failed i king tt t there, t air to Wash- 
Commercial Bank at New Orleans, thus suspending a large | 0 eee eee pai miae exe 


ington, and offer the same to you, in one of which modes 


| we hope the payment will be satisfactorily made. 


In that event, if agreeable to you, it would bea great 
accommodation to me to have the payment of the draft for 
$140,809 33 extended to that season of the year when our 
live stock shall be carried to the Virginia market, when the 
payment can be made without inconvenience, and some 
facilities afforded to our trading people to get their property 
to a market. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. T. SCOTT, Cashier. 

Hon. Levit Wooprvury, 

Seeretary of the Treasury. 
N 8. 
Norrsern Bank or Kentecky, 
Lexington, August 18, :837. 

Dean sin: I have received from the cashier of the 
branch of this bank at Louisville, the copy of a letter from 
Wright Southgate, cashier of the Exchange Bank of Vir- 
ginia, at Norfolk, advising that he held a draft of the Trea- 
surer of the United States on our office at Louisville, for 
$140,809 33, and inquiring how we mean to pay it. This 
transfer draft | presume to be the same referred to in your 
letter to our cashier at Louisville, dated the 30th of May 
last, in which you intimate that, upen payment of that 
draft, its amount would be deducted from the transfer 
drafts before ordered to be paid to the State of Virginia. 
Advice of the draft now in the hands of Mr. Southgate was 
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not 2 seecloned anti a epecisl messenger, Me. Milton, was 
sent to Richmond, Virginia, with funds to pay the two 
transfer drafts in favor of the Bank of Virginia for one 
hundred thousand dollars each, and which payments have 
been made. 

On the 9th June I addressed to you a letter, a copy of 
which I give below, and not having heard from you since, 
had supposed that the draft was withdrawn or suspended 
until the time mentioned in that letter. 

I have to repeat that it will be a great accommodation 
to this bank to have the payment suspended, and hope 
that the indulgence asked will not be detrimental to the 
interests of the Treasury. An early answer is respectfully 
solicited. 

I am, very respectfully, al obedient servant, 

. T. SCOTT, Cashier. 

Hon. Levr icaniodie: - 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


N...9. 


Treasuny Department, August 28, 1837. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th instant. It was the intention of this Depart- 
ment, as was notified to you on the 30th May, should the 
execution of the State transfer draft, in favor of the State 
of Virginia, prove too burdensome or inconvenient, in con- 
nexion with the transfer to the Bank of Virginia, to post- 
pone, modify, or recall, the latter, which were then with- 
in the power of the Department. 

But over the State transfer draft this Department did not 
undertake to exercise any such control, and the period of 
its payment was fixed by law, and of course, zould not be 
postponed, excepting by the two depositories from and to 
which the payment was required to be made. 

It would give me great pleasure to afford you any ac- 
commodation, consistent with the public duties devolving 
on this Department, and I regret that I cannot with pro- 
ptiety direct the payment of the State transfer draft in 
question to be suspended or delayed, agreeably to your 
request. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Seeretary of the Treasury. 


LS 


To the Casnier 
of Northern Bank of Kentucky, Lexington. 


N 10. 


Orrice Strate Bank Inprana, 
Madison, March 7, 1837. 

Sin: We have just paid to the Treasurer of Illinois 
nearly $33,000 in silver on Treasury warrant. This 
branch and the branch at Indianapolis have been compel- 
led to pay a large amount of silver to the Northern Bank 
of Kentucky through transfer warrants: that bank has re- 
plenished her vaults with specie at our expense. 

This letter is not written in a spirit of complaint, but 
to request you as a favor to us (if convenient for you) not 
to draw on this branch in favor of the Treasurer of Illinois, 
as the whole amount will be required in specie. Our 
specie has been down much latterly, and the deposites 
through the land offices are light, and likely to be more so. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. D. LANIER, President. 

Hon. Lev1 Woopavury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


N ll, 


Treasury Department, March 16 1837. 
Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 7th instant, requesting me to issue no more transfer 
drafts upon your institution in favor of the State of Illinois. 





Denki 


Several deye since, a transfer draft, payable 01 on » the Lot day 
of April next, in favor of the State of Illinois, upon your 
bank, was issued for the same amount as that for the first 
instalment to which you refer. Should the operations of 
these transfers prove too severe, it will afford me pleasure 
to give you all the relief in my power. The greater part, 
if not the whole, of the large sum of public money on 
deposite in your institution is required by law to be trans- 
ferred to the States on or before the first day of October 
next. If it will prove any accommodation to you, the 
July instalment, payable to Indiana from your bank, may 
be increased, and that payable to Illinois placed upon 
some of the other branches of the State Bank of Indi- 
ana, or such other institution as may hereafter seem most 
proper. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the Presipentr 
of the B’h of the State B’k of Indiana at Madison. 


N 12. 


Orrice Srate Bank Inprana, 
Madison, March 30, 1837. 

Sir: Yours of the 16th instant is received. We are 
obliged to you for the offer of paying a larger sum, 
Ist July, to Indiana, and none to Illinois at that time ; 
will accept the offer, and make our arrangements accord 
ingly. 

On the 22d instant we paid the Treasurer of this State 
the warrant on us for upwards of $96,000, due Ist of 
April; the vouchers were not sent on in our last report, as 
the payment was made at Indianapolis, and they had not 
been received from there, but will be forwarded in next 
return. 

The warrant on us to Illinois, due first of next month, 
shall be promptly met. It is of great advantage to us to 
be advised so long beforehand, as in case of the July pay- 
ment to Indiana. It enables us to make arrangements for 
payment which under shorter notices could not be done. 

Very weapeany your obedient servant, 

J. F. D. LANIER, President. 

Hon. Levi Woeuavaz, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


N 13. 


Lawrencensunc Branca, &c. March 20, 1837. 

Sir: Yours of the 8th instant, advising of your direc- 
tion of the issue of a transfer draft on us in favor of the 
State of Missouri, for $50,000, is received. A similar 
notice, dated 19th January last, was also received. Please 
state whether those notices refer to the same transfer dratts 
and, also, where payment is to be made. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


E. D. JOHN, Cashier. 


Hon. Lzvi Woonavry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


N 14. 
Treasury Department, March 30, 1837. 

Sir: In accordance with the general notice issued by 
this Department on the Ist of November last, a transfer 
draft was issued on your branch in favor of the State of 
Missouri, for $50,000, in part payment of the first instal- 
ment to be deposited with that State, and a transfer draft 
for a similar amount has been recently issued in part pay- 
ment of the second instalment, both of which are to be 
paid at your branch. 

It is presumed that the notices to which reference is 
made in your letter of the 8th instant, (probably an over- 
sight for the 20th,) which came to hand to-day, apply to 
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Deposite Banks. [25th Cone. Ist Szss. 
thoes ‘twe payments, to be made to that State under the O 2. 
provisions of the deposite law. ; Statement of transfer drafts, issued in favor of sundry 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient ein States on account of the third instalment on sundry 
LEVI WOODBURY, banks, which have been protested for non-payment. 
Secretary of the Treasury. Vireinia : 
To Casnren of the Branch genta. 


Slate Bank of Indiana, Lawrenceburg. On the Girard Bank, at Phil- 





adelphia - - . $57,000 
N 15. Mechanics’ Bank, N. York 40,000 
Branca Bank, Indianapolis, March 21, 1837. Union Bank, do 100,000 
Sin: I this day received yours of the 11th instant, | National Bank, do 60,000 
notifying me that a transfer draft has been directed upon ————— $257,000 00 
this bank for the sum of $268,751 48, payable to the South Carolina, 
State of Indiana on the Ist of April next. I also received, | On the Gisard Bank, at Phil- 
per same mail, from the Treasurer of the United States, a adelphia - - = $60,474 03 
transfer draft upon the branch at Lawrenceburg for | Mechanics’ Bank, N. York 60,000 00 
$35,000, which when paid will make the balance to the | Merchants’ Bank, do 40,000 00 
credit of the Treasurer but $1,874 45 more than the ‘ nein 150,474 03 
amount this branch is under orders to transfer to Chilli- ; North Carolina. 
cothe, Ohio. . On the Girard Bank, at Philadelphia 19,919 13 
From the state of our account I presume some other Tennessee. 
bank must have been intended, and I hasten to call your | On the Agricultural Bank, at Natchez - 125,000 00 


attention to the subject. T believe it has been expected 


‘ Arkansas. 
here that the payment of the second instalment of this 


On the Agricultural Bank, at 


States’ portion of the surplus revenue would, like the first, Natchez - ? a $50,000 

be made by the branches at Lawrenceburg, Madison, and Do do e 50,000 

New Albany. I am, respectfully, youra, ——— 100,000 00 
B. F. MORRIS, Cashier. 


JOHN CAMPBELL, 


Hon. Levr Woonavry, Treasurer of the U. S. 


Secretary United States Treasury. Tazasuny Departmen, 


N 16. September 23, 1837. 

Taeasony Deraxtwent, March 31, 1837. The notices of the protest of the three drafts on the Gir- 
Sin: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of | 2" Bank show that they were held by the Bank of the 

the 2lst instant; and the expectation expressed therein | United States. 
that the second instalment of the deposite to be made with 
the State of Indiana, during the present year, would be 
drawn from the branches at Lawrenceburg, Madison, and 
New Albany, was correct. The notice to which you re- 
fer was inadvertently, by a clerical mistake, sent to your 


O 3. 
Statement of transfer drafts issued in favor of the several 
States, in accordance with the law of 23d June, 1836, 
for distributing the surplus revenue. 


ene 






































bank, and has not been followed, and will not be, by any | No. | BANKS. ae | Socuet 
transfer. se ol fakes 2 cater 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, MAINE 
ae ie 95 | On Maine Bank, Portland - =| a4 = 
cretary of the Treasury. 96 Bank of Cumberland, do - 5, 
The C : . ¥ f ¥ 97 Granite Bank, Augusta - | 23,000 00 
e Casuren of the Branch of the 98 | Peoples’ Bank, Bangor - | 12,000 00 
State Bank, of Indiana, Indianapolis. 99| York Bank, Saco - - 12,000. 00 
100 | Merchant’s Bank, Boston - | 75,000 00 
Ol. 101 | Commonwealth Bank, rh 28 a oO 
. c - 32,( 
Treasury or THE Unitep States, = eos do - | 31,000 00 
September 21, 1837. 104| Franklin Bank, do. =} 10,000 00 | 
Sin: In reply to so much of the resolution adopted by | 19 | Phenix Bank, Charlestown -| WAKO) 
the House of Representatives on the 14th of September, | 153! Maine Bank, Portland -| 50,612 75 | 
1837, as appertains to this office, I have the honor to en- | 154} Bank of Cumberland - | fees | 
close herewith, copies of letters numbered I to 11, which | !%2 | Pconled’ Buck, Bene - - | 21/000 00 | 
embrace all the correspondence of this office in relation to | 157 | York Bank, Saco ail . 21,000 00 | 
Stat fe j _ | 158} Merchants’ Bank, Boston - | 50,000 00 
state transfer drafts, other than the ordinary letters OP 1155 | Cosmmeneeih Bank, do. -| 30,000 00 | 
vice and transmission; statement in detail of discredited | jg) | Fulton Bank, do -| 10,000 00 
drafts on banks received in payment of Government dues, | 161 | Saneees SANE So... +) eS 
i i ‘ : : 162 Franklin Bank, do. - ’ ) 
including a few sudsequently directed to Teceivers, and | i¢3| Phenix Bank, Charlestown - 5,000 00 
paid by them; statement of transfer drafts issued in favor | 164 Mercantile Bank, Bangor = = - |_—_20,000 00 | 318,612 75 
of States, on acc f i one 
anal account © the three first instalments under 282 | Maine Bank, Portland - - | 75,000 00 
the deposite act of 23d June, 1836 ; and statement of State 283 | Bank of Cumberland, do - | 95,000 00 
transfer drafts which have been protested as not paid by | 234 | —— eal — $ yt 00 | 
i 285 eople’s Ban angor - : O12 75 | 
the banks on which they were drawn. 286 York Bank, Saco ‘ - | 35,000 00 | 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 7 Mercamile Sank, Banger «| SO a a9 75 
JOHN CAMPBELL, Bor eccapeetoee 
Treasurer of the United States. r Total : . : | - | $955,838 25 
Hon. Levi Woopavrry, — 
se NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
No: Secretary of the Treasury. i . 72 | On Commercial Bank, Portsmouth 23,028 93 
Nors.—The statements accompanying this letter were re- | 7 New Hamshire Bank, do. — - s5000 09 
a4: - ‘ : . ,000 00 | 
turned for additions, which were not completed until the 23d. - cueeeerees, - | 38'000 00 
Treasvren’s Orrice, Sept. 23, 1837. 76 : ‘ 


6 Merrimack Co. Bank,Concord | 18,000 00 | 
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25th Cone. Ist Szss.] Deposite Banks. ! 
SraTemMEnt—continued. Sratement—continued. ‘ 
| Amount of | Amount of « | Amount of Amount of : 
No. BANKS. drafts. instalments, | No. BANKS. drafts. instalments. 3 
ee PN Tee eee Se cotine) ieee. Cama, : 
NEW HAMPSHIRE—Continued. CONNECTICUT—Continued. ; 
77 | On Mechanics’ Bank, do. - | $12,000 00 175 | On Far. & MechanIcs’ B’k, Hartfd | $59,890 20 & 
73 Merchants’ Bank, Boston +) 29,000 00 176 Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven | 100,000 00 x 
79 Commonwealth Bank, do. 10,000 00 177 Quinebaug Bank, Norwich 20,000 00 5 
80 Fulton Bank, do. -| 10,000 00 178 Lafayette k, New York | 15,000 00 iy 
8 Hancock Bank, do. - 10,000 00 179 Bank of America, do. -]| 20,000 00 a 
82 Franklin Bank, do. - 5,000 00 a ea 180 soaneen. Comenny 4 . goers 2 i 
— 028 ¥ echanics' eo. a 
165 Commercial Bank, Portsmouth | 23,028 93 |= : lca z 
166 New Hampshire Bank, do. -| 33,000 00 343 Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven | 150,000 00 254,890 20 z 
167 Piscataqua Bank, do. 63,000 00 344 es Bank, Norwich -| 25,000 00 f 
168 Portsmouth Bank, do. -| 19,000 00 345 ank of America, New York | 24,590 20 
169 Merrimack Co. Bank, Concord | 20,000 00 346 Manhattan Company, do. - 20,000 00 : 
i od | Emassere  & :| ions 
é c » oO. © 
172 Commonwealth Bank, do. 10,000 00 . . 
173 Fulton Bank, de. 5,000 00 254,890 20 
174 Hancock Bank, do. 5,000 00 onsen 00 Total - - - aor 
23, “ 670 60 A 
288 Commercial Bank, Portsmouth | 30,028 93 RHODE ISLAND. ———— : 
289 New Hampshire Bank, do. -| 65,000 00 | 36 | On Areade Bank, Providence - 
ame Fiscaiaqua Bank, do. 100/000 00 | 37 R. Island Union B’k, Newport : 
2 ortsinouth Bank, oO. + 3,000 00 127,445 10 . 
292 Merrimack Co, Bank, Concord 5,000 00 106 Arcade Bank, Providence . “ae 
293 Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 10,000 00 107 R. Island Union B’k, Newport 
————| 23,028 93 | . 127,445 10 
—a nee | SN Bank of America, New York - 
Total . - - - $669,086 79 | 310 Arcade Bank, Providence - 
mannentiounes ———_ |! 311 R. Island Union B’k, Newport 
SAC Ss 8. | 127,445 10 
83 | On Merchants’ Bank, Boston - | 226,057 isin none f 
84 Commonwealth Bank, do. 55,000 00 Total - . $392,335 40 : 
85 Fulton Bank, do, - 65,000 00 | 
86 Hancock Bank, do. -| 65,000 00 NEW YORK. 
8&7 Franklin Bank do. 17,500 00 | 4g} On Mech. & Farm. Bank, Alban 
88 Phenix Bank, Charlestown 17,500 00 | 49 Manhattan Company, N. York 
‘ nme iets 446,057 86 | 50 Bank of America. do. 
108 Merchants’ Bank, Boston ~- | 226,057 86 | 51 Mechanics’ Bank, do. 
0| Fallon Banks de. | 66.000 0b | Sl ee a 
0. . < . 
ia] Paatingen, dt >| fea | 2) wowmareis® 
113 Phenix Bank, Charlestown -| 17,500 00 56 Union Bank, ; do. 
sale ; 
303 Merchants’ Bank, Boston 110,000 00 ee e Bank of Troy, at Troy - Pe . 
304 Commonwealth Bank, do. : 88,057 86 | 59 Merch. Exchange Bank, N. Y. 
x6| Hancock Beak, do | ‘S800 00 | 0h Beene = 1,338,173 
1k, o. ° 90, p35, 070 57 
307 Franklin Bank, do 36,000 00 | 191 Mech. and Farm. B’k, Alban 
308 Phenix Bank, do. 17,000 00 | 192 Manhattan Company, N. Yor 
315 Mechanics’ Bank do 30,000 00 | 193 Bank of America, do. - 
—— 446,057 86 | 194 Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 
————-——. | 195 Seventh Ward Bank, = do. - 
Total - - - $1,338,173 58 196 Phenix Bank, do. 
VERMONT ae | 3 |. goteeaat Meet << Ses 
JERMONT. | erchants’ Bank, do. 
1 On nae ohn a : “— 00 io one oe : a. 
2 ank o indsor : - ,000 00 ational Ban 0. 
a , ee mae New York epee 00 - Bs em Soe Troy * 2 
ank of Tro ro - - 5,000 00 202 ry an 0. - 
31 Union Bank’ 7 New York | 28,000 00 | 203 Merch. Exchange Bank, do. - 
32 Seventh Ward Bank, = do. 35,000 00 204 Brooklyn Bank at Brooklyn - 
= nome pa, ~ seat 2 205 Commercial Bank at Buffalo - 
enix Bank do. 7,028 § 1,338,173 57 
35 Merch. Exchange Bank, do. 15,000 00 330 Manhattan Company, N. York ; 
¥ reer 223,028 93 | 331 Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 
182 Bank ef Burlington 30,000 00. | 332 Bank of America, do. - 
183 Bank of Windsor ae 20,000 00 | 383 Seventh Ward Bank, do. - 
134 Bank of Troy New York 5,000 00 | 334 Lafayette Bank, do. -| 40,000 
185 Tradesmens’ Bank, do. -}| 18,000 00 | 335 Leather Man. Bank, do. - | 8,000 
186 Union Bank, do. 28,000 00 | 336 Merchants’ Bank, do. - | 100,000 
187 Seventh Ward Bank, do. 35,000 00 | 337 Union Bank, © do. -| 75,000 
S| ies” || eae SB) Bytes, | 
enix Bank, . ’ Y 0 0. - 
190 Merch. Exchange Bank, do 15,000 00 340 Merch. Exchange Bank, do. -| 25,000 
223,028 93 | 34] Brooklyn Bank at Soke 
= Bonk of Berlingwon aon 00 342 Commercial Bank at Buffalo - | 40,000 
295 ank o indsor : - 10,000 00 Se 173 57 
396 Bank of Troy New York | 15,000 00 oe” 
om Geen Eek Bank, - : 18,000 00 Total Bs $1,014,520 71 
2 Jnion Bank, do. 28,000 00 —_— 
299] Seventh Ward Bank, do 35,000 00 NEW JERSEY. 
300 Merchants’ Bank, do. - | 25,000 00 88 | On Trenton Banking Company .| 35,000 
301 Merch. Exchange Bank, do. 15,000 00 39 State Bank at Newark - | 45,900 
302 Phenix Bank, do. 37,028 93 40 State Bank at Elizabeth -| 45 
| ae 223,028 93 | 41 Lafayette Bank at New York - {| 28,000 
ccc & il Tradesmen’s Bank, do, -j| 35,000 
| Total - | $669,086 79 43 Merchants’ Bank, do. -| 66,890 20} 
——— nee 254,890 20 
CONNECTICUT. 206 | > Trenton Banking Co .| 3 
44 On Mechanics’ Bank, New Haven | 120,000 00 207 Stare Rank ot Newt a S000 
45 | ans Bank, Norwich -| 35,000 00 208 State Bank at Elizabeth 35,000 
46 arm. & Mech. Bank, Hartford | 99,890 20 sasiniie 209 Lafayette Bank at New York. | 28,000 
— 254.890 % 





* No. 341 cancelled and added to No. 330. 
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Deposite Banks. 











SraremMENT—continued. 





BANKS. 





NEW JERSEY—Continued. 


210 | On Merchants’ Bank, New York - 


211 Tradesmens’ Bank, do. - 
318 Trenton Banking caenpnany 
319 State Bank, Newark - 

320 State Bank, Elizabeth - . 
321 Lafayette Bank, New York - 


322 
323 


Tradesmens’ Bank, 
Merchants’ Bank, 


do. - 
do. - 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


| apes ar 
| 








3 | On Girard Bank, Philadel phia | 
4 Moyamensing Bank, do. - 
5 Merch. & Man. B’k, Pittsburg 
212 Girard Bank, Philadelphia 
213 Moyamensing Bank, do. - 
214 Merch. & Man. B’k, Pittsburg 
327 Commercial Bank, Cincinnati 
328 | Merch. & Man. B’k, Pittsburg 
329 | Girard Bank, Philadelphia - 
Total : ° - 
DELAWARE. 
92 | On Bank of Wilm’n & Brandywine 
93 Bank of Delaware, Wilmington 
94 Phenix Bank, New York - 
215 B’k of Wilm’n & Brandywine 
216 B’k of Delaware Wilmington - 
217 Phenix Bank, New York - 
324 B’k of Wilm’n & Brandywine | 
325 | B’k of Delaware Wilmington - | 
326 Phenix Bank, New York - | 
Total e ° <a 
| MARYLAND 
8 | On Union Bank of Maryland, Balt. 
9 Franklin Bank, do. | 
at 
218 Union Bank of Maryland, do. 
219 Franklin Bank, do. 
216 Union Bank of Maryland, do 
313 Franklin Bank, do. 
Total 
2 VIRGINIA. 
10 | On Bank of Virginia at Richmond 
14 Br. Bank of Virginia, Norfolk - 
220 Bank of Virginia, Richmond 
ae] | Farm. Bank of Virginia, do. - 
222 Union Bank, New York - 
223 National Bank, do. - 
226 a Book, Philadelphia - 
wad nion Bank New York - 
2284 Mechanics’ Bank, bx : 
233 National Bank, , a 
239 Mechanics’ Bank, do. - 
240+ Farm. B’nk of Virginia, Rich’d 
241} Bank 4 Rontucky, Louisville 
oa Br. N. B’k of K’y at Louisville 
po Bank « f Kemacky, do. - 
ans do. 
352 Farm. B’ mk of Virginia, Rich’ a | 
353 Do. do. - 
Total . 
‘i NORTH CAROLINA. 
on | On State B’k N. Carolina, Raleigh 
b> | Phenix Bank, New York | 
zy Merch. Exchange Bank, do. 
= | Leather Man. Bank do. 
t Girard Bank, Philadelphia 
* No. 228 recalled. 
: se 240 cancelled, and replaced by N 


ow 








Amount of 
instalments. 


Amount of 
rafis 











955,838 26 








27,000 
22'583 63 
46,000 
27,000 
22,583 83 


46,000 
—— 95,583 83 























36,000 
22,583 83 
37,000 
—_—_| 95,583 83 
- — |_ $286,751 49 
220,000 
98,612 75 
—— 318,612 75 
220,000 
98,612 75 . 
318,612 75 
220,000 
98,612 75 
— — 318,612 75 
‘ | $955,838 25 
532,809 33 
200,000 


__ 732,809 33 
357,809 33 
290,000 
100,000 

75,000 
57,000 
100,000 


60,000 
40,000 





732,809 33 





140,899 33 | 
83 “000 
2,900 








92,198,427 99 


230,000 
89,009 
65,000 
28,000 
84,919 13 








477,919 13 


Nos. 352 and 353. 
211 cancelled, and replaced by Nos. 349 and 250, 
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Srarement—continued. 































































































r 
Amount of | Amount of 
| No. BANKS. | drafis. | instalments. 
ee | 
NORTH CAROLINA—Continued 
148 | On State B’k N. Carolina, Balsigh $230,000 
149 Phenix Bank, New York 80,000 
150 Merch. Exchange Bank, do. -| 55,000 
151 Leather Man. Bank, do. -| 28,000 
152 Girard Bank, Philadelphia - | 84,919 13 oims t 
263 State B’k N. Carolina, Raleigh 230,000 , 
2 Phenix Bank, w York 80,000 
265 Merch. Exchange Bank, © - 55,000 
266 Leather Man. Bank, 28,000 
267 Girard Bank, Phitedelphin. 84,919 13 
—_—— 477,919 13 
Total . : - | - [ suasazer 
SOUTH CAROLINA | 
23 | On Plant. & Mech. B’k, Charleston } 170,000 
2 Bank of Charleston | 180,474 03 
aes 350,474 03 
116 Plant. & Mech. B’k C barleston | 170,000 
147 Bank of Charleston 180,474 03 350.474 ¢ 
| | 300,474 03 
73 Plant. & Mech. B’k, Charleston 200,000 
274 Mechanics’ Bank, New York - 60,000 
275 Girard Bank, Philadelphia 50,474 03 
276 Merchants’ Bank, New York- | 40,000 ra 
j 350,174 03 
Tot - + =| = |ote1ee2 v0 
GEORGIA 
6 | On Plant. B’k, Georgia, Savannah 125,000 ay 
7 Bank of Augusta 225,474 03 350,474 03 
143 Plant. B’k, Georgia, Savannah | 110,000 | 
144 Bank of Augusta ° - | 210,474 03 
145 Insurance Bank of Columbus Lee 30,000 aul 350.474 03 
268 Plant. B’k, Georgia, Savannah | 100, 000 
269 Bank of Augusta 100,000 | 
270 Bank of America, New York 50,000 
71 ee ad de 304000 ; 
27: ( 5 X 
Iechanics’ Bank, do. _ 0,174 4 8 | 350,474 03 
} 
Total 181,051,422 019 
. : ALABAMA. a 
47 | On State B’nk of Alabama, Mobile | 223,928 93 | 223,028 93 
125 Branch B’nk Alabama, Mobile | 223, 028 93 % 223.098 3 
247 Do do. 223,028 93 
223,028 93 
Total = 856 9,086 79 
, LOUISIANA 2 
224 | On Union Bank of Louisiana, N.O. | 200,000 2 4318,612 76 
225 Commercial Bank, do. | 118,612 76 | 5 ' 
245 Union Bank of Louisiana, do 100,000 | 
246 Commercial Bank, do 59,306 38 | ay al 
| 159,396 35 
ee. 
Total ; 2 4 | $177,919 14 
MISSISSIPPI | 
38 | On Planters’ Bank at Natchez (127,145 10 | 127.415 19 
237 | Agricultural Bank at Natchez | 127,415 10 | mgs 10 
248 Do. do. 127,445 10 ge 
: a 127,445 19 
| = 
Total } $382,335 30) 
TENNESSEE | 
11 | On Agricultura! Bank at Natchez 125,000 } 
12 | Union B’k of Tenn., Nashville | 202,919 13 | 
13 Plant. B’k of Tenn., do. - | 150,000 919 1 
—_—_—_ 477,919 
27 Union B’k of Tenn., do. 202,919 13 
128 Plant. B’k of Tenn., do. 150,900 
12% Ac. Bank of Miss.. Natchez. | 
277 Bank of Kentucky at Louisville 37,590 | 
278 Commercial Bank, Cincinnati 37 500 | 
279 Manhattan Company, N. Y 50,000 
——} 477,919 I 
} 
* First and second instalments blended 
+ No. 129 cancelled, and substituted in lie f Nos. 277, 278, 279 
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Srarement—continued. 


BANKS. 


TEN NESSEE—Continued. 


On 


On 


0 


= 


| On 


Union B’k of Tenn., Nashville 
Plant. B’k of Tenn., h, do. - 
Total : . 

KENTUCKY. 


N. B’k of Kentucky, Louisville 
Bank of Kentucky, oO + 


N. B’k of Kentucky, Louisville 
Bank of Kentucky, de - 


N. B’k of Kentucky, Lexington 
Branch of ditto, L suisville - 
Bank of Kentucky, do. - 


Total - - 
OHIO.* 
Commercial Bank Cincinnati - 
Franklin Bank, do - 


Clinton Bank of Columbus 
Franklin Bank, do. a 
Commercial B’k of Lake Erie - 


Commercial B’k of Cincinnati 


Franklin Bank, do. 
Clinton Bank of Columbus 
Franklin Bank, do. - 


Commercial B’k of Lake Erie - 
Bank of Wooster - - 
Rank of Cleveland - - 
Bank of Chillicothe - - 


Commercial Bank, Cincinnati 


Franklin Bank, do. 
Franklin Bank, Coluinbus 
Clinton Bank, do. 


Commercial B’k of Lake Erie - - 
Bank of Cleveland - 
Bank of Wooster - - 


Total 


MISSOURI 
Agency at St. Lovis - 
Br. B’ 


Agency at St.Louis - - 


Br. B’k, Indiana, Lawrenceb’g | 


Agency at St. Louis” - 
Br. B’k, Indiana, Lawrenceb’g 


Total : : 
INDIANA. { 
Br’h B’k Ind. at Lawrenceburg 
Do. Madison 
Do. New Albany - 
Do Lawrenceburg 
Do. Madison 
Do. New Albany - 
Do. Lawrenceburg | 
Do. New Albany - 
Do, Madison 
Total - 
ILLINOIS 


Commercial Bank of Cincin- 
nati, payable at St. Louis 

Branch B’k ind. New Albany - 
Do Madison 

Bank of Illinois, Shawneetown 


Agency Coms*t B’k Cincianat! 
at St L . 
Branch B k Ind. New ‘Alb any 
Do fiw lison 
3ank of Mlinois 


Do do 
Branch B’k Ind. New Albany 


| . 


, Indiana, Lawrenc eb’ g 


“| 95.583 83 
i 
| 


Shawneetown | 





Amount of 
drafts. 





$800,000 
177,919 13 


— 


320,000 
157,919 13 


320,000 
157,919 13 
100,000 
100,000 
277,919 13 


| ee 





123,000 
200,000 
123,000 
173,036 78 
50,000 
125,000 
130,000 
50,000 
144,086 78 
60,000 
40,000 
40,000 
80,000 


125,000 

170,000 

125,000 
96,458 31 





’ 
52,628 47 


- | 40,000 





77,415 10 
50,000 





77,445 10 
50,000 











77,445 10 
50,000 








95,583 83 | 























80,000 
32,153 19 
32,153 19 
15,000 
60.000 
32,153 19 | 


Amount of 
instalments. 


477,919 13 


eee 


$1,433,757 _39 


- 
477,919 13 


477,919 13 


77,919 13 


91 ,493,75 57 39 





669,086 78 


669,036 78 


669,036 78 


$2,007 (260 34 





127,445 lo 


127,445 10 


127,445 10 





285,751 48 


286,751 48 


286,751 48 





$550, bel 44 


159,306 38 


159,208 28 








Srarementr—continued. 


No. Amount of 








Amount of 





























BANKS. drafis. instalments 
ILLINOIS —Continned. 
234 | On B. B’k Indiana, Lowvnncong $32,153 19 
235 Agency atSt Louis’ - 35,000 
| 159,306 38 
Total - ‘ : 7 947,91: on 
ARKANSAS. = 
25%; On on Bank at Natchez - - 
26 anters’ Bank at do. - 45,583 83 
117 Do. do. -| 45,583 83 
118 Agricultural Bank at do. - - 
312 Commercial B’k of Cincinnati 33,000 
313 Bank of Ser Deak’ Louisville - | 33,000 
3l4 | Commercial Bank, N. Orleans 34 000 
F191,167 6 
243 | Planters’ Bank Miss., Natchez 50,000 : 
244 | Agricultural Bank, do -| 45,583 83 
} 7? —_—_—_- 95,583 83 
Total - - - - _8286,75 51 1 
| MICHIGAN. 
89 | On Bank of Michigan, Detroit 50,000 
90 Bank of River Raisin, Monroe | 20,000 
91 | Farmers and Mecha’s’, Detroit 25,383 63 
95,383 8 
ll4 Bank of Michigan, do, - 50,000 | 
115 | Farmers & Mechanics’ do. - 25,383 83 | 
116 Bank of River Raisin, Monroe 20,000 | 
95, 383 
251 Bank of Michigan, Detroit - |” 50,090 
252 Farmers & Mechanics’ do. - 5388 8 
35lt Bank of Michigan, do. - 
| ine. 95,383 
[zu Ge 
bo 751 4 


Grand total . - as sa 


i 
Treasurer's Orrice, September 21, 1837. 
JOHN C AMPBELL, Treasurer U 

*No. 25 and 118 cancelled, and substituted in lieu thereof Nos. a 
313, and 314 

¢ Ist and 2d instalment blended. 

tNo 351 to make up for a deficiency in the orders received for the 
three instalments. 


peel 644 91 i | 


O 4. 


Copies of letters in relation to State transfer drafts. 
O 4—No. 1. 
Usirep Srares Treasury, February 14, 1837. 
Sin: Having this day issued a duplicate vf State transfer 
draft No. 61, for $80,000, on your institution, payable at 
St. Louis, in favor of the Treasurer of the State of Illinois, 
you will consider the original as annulled, and the dupli- 
cate only payable. Respectfully, &c. 
. WM. B. RANDOLPH, 
Acting Treasurer United States. 
Casurrr Commercial Bank Cincinnati. 
Similar letters to the following banks: 


Bank of Illinois, draft No. 64, for - $15,000 00 
Branch Bank of — New Albany, No. 

62, for - . 
Branch Bank of Indiana Saiidus, | No. 63, 


O 4—No. 2. 
Uniren Srares Treasury, May 30, 1837. 
Sin: I have this day issued one transfer draft on you, 
viz. No. 239, in favor of the State of Virginia, for $40,000, 
payable on the Ist July next. 
Respectfully, &e, 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Casnirrn Mechanics’ Bank New York. 
O 4—No. 3. 


Unitep States Treasury, May 30, 1837. 
Str: T have this day issued one State transfer draft on 


32,153 19 
$2,153 19 
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you, viz. No. 238, in favor of the Treasurer of the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia, payable on the Ist of July next, 
for $60,000. 

I have to inform you that, by instructions from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, I have this day recalled State draft 
No. 228, on your institution, in favor of said Common- 
wealth, for $100,000, in order to be cancelled. 

Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Casurzn National Bank, New York. 


O 4—No. 4. 
Uniten Srares Treasury, May 30, 1837. 
Sin: By instructions from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, I have to request of you <o return to this office, in 
order to be cancelled, State transfer draft No. 228, in your 
favor, on the National Bank at New York, for $100,000, 
in lieu of which other drafis on New York, for a similar 
amount, will be forwarded to you in due time by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 
Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
L. Burvoort, Esq. 
Treasurer of the Stute of Virginia, Richmond. 
O 4—No. 5. ? 
Unrrev Srares Treasury, June 5, 1837. 
Six: By instructions from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, I have to inform you that I have recalled, to be can- 
celled, State transfer draft No. 129, on your institution, for 
$125,000, in favur of the State of Tennessee. 
Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Casuten Agricultural Bank, Natchez. 


O 4—No. 6. 
Unrrep States Tarasuny, June 5, 1837. 


Sin: I have received your letter of 2d mstant, covering 
transfer draft No. 228, in favor of the State of Virginia, 
for $100,000, recalled and cancelled, in lieu of which two 
drafts of the same aggregate sum have been sent to you. 

Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 

L.. Borroor, Esq., 

Treasurer, Commonwealth Virginia, Richmond. 
O 4—No. 7. 
Unirev Srares Treasunr, June 7, 1837. 

Sin: By instructions from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, T have this day recalled, in order to be cancelled, the 
following State transfer drafts on your institution, viz : 
No. 26, in favor of the State of Arkansas for $50,000 00 
No 118, do. do. do. - - 50,000 00 

Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Casnier Agricultural Bank of Mississippi, Natchez. 
O 4—No. 8. 
Unrrep States Treascry, June 7, 1837. 

Sia: By instructions from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, I have this day cancelled the following State transfer 
drafts, in favor of the State of Arkansas, viz: 

No. 26, on the Agricultural Bank at Natchez, 

fur - « = Zz $50,000 00 
No. 118, on the same bank, for - - 50,000 00 

In lieu of which I have issued three other transfer drafts 
in your favor for a similar amount, which will be forwarded 
to you in due time by the Secretary of the Treasury, viz : 

Vor. XIV.—A 18 
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No. 312, on the Commercial Bank of Cincin- 
nati, for - - - - - $33,000 00 
No. 313, on the Bank of Kentucky, Louis- 


ville, for - - - - 33,000 00 
No. 314, on the Commercial Bank at New 
Orleans, for *- - - - 34,000 00 


All payable on demand. 
Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Treasurer of the State of Arkansas, Little Rock. 
O 4—No. 9. 
Unirep Srares Treascrr, June 20, 1837. 

Sin: [ have this day issued one transfer draft on you, 
viz: No. 331, in favor of the State of New “York, for 
$270,000, payable on the Ist July, 1837. 

You will please to observe that the above draft is in lieu 
of one of the same number for $230,000, of which I ad- 
vised you on the 17th instant, and which, by instructions 
from the Secretary, I have this day recalled and cancelled. 

Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Casuien Mechanics’ Bank, New York. 


O 4—No. 10. 
Unirrep Starts Treasury, June 20, 1837. 
Sin: I have this day issued one transfer draft on you, 
viz: No. 330, in favor of the State of New York for 
$240,000, payable on the Ist July, 1837. 
* You will please to observe that this draft is in lieu of one 


' of the same number of $220,000, of which I advised you 








on the 17th instant, and which, by instructions of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, I have this day recalled and can- 
celled. Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN CAMPBELL, 
Treasurer United States. 
Casuten Manhattan Company, New York. 


O 4—No. 11 
Unrrep Srares Treasury, June 20, 1837. 
By instructions from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
I have to inform you that I have this day recalled and can 
celled transfer draft No. 341, for $60,000, on your institu 
tion, in favor of the State of New York, of the issue of 
which draft you were advised on the 7th instant. 
Respectfully, &c. 
WM. B. RANDOLPH, 
Acting Treasurer United States. 
Casnier Bank of Brooklyn, Brooklyn, New York. 


[0 5, 6, and 7, are statements of discredited drafis issued 
on Treasury, War, and Navy warrants. P | to 4 exhibit 
the condition of the deposite banks for the periods respect- 
ively of Ist March, Ist May, and Ist July, 1837. The 
statement to 15th August succeeding will be found in the 
Report on the Finances, Appendix, ante page 39. | 


Sia: 





NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


Message from the President of the United States, trans 
mitting the ook required by the resolution of 
the House of the 13th instant, upon the subject of the 
Northeastern Boundary of the United States. 
ber 26, 1837, read, and laid upon the table. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States 
I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a 

report from the Secretary of State, accompanied by copics 

of the correspondence requested by their resolution of the 
13th instant. M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasutneton, September 26, 1837. 


Septem 
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DepaRntMENT oF State, 

Washington, September 25, 1837. 
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, dated the 13th in- 
stant, requesting the President to communicate to that 
body, ‘*so far as the public interest will permit, the cor- 
respondence between the Government of the United States 
and that of Great Britain, relating to the Northeastern 
boundary of ghe United States, since the message of the 
late President to the Senate of the United States of the 
15th of June, 1836, and all the correspondence which has 
taken place since that period between the Government of 
the United States and the Governor of the State of Maine, 
on the subject of alleged transgressions upon the rights of 
Maine by, the British authorities,” has the honor respect- 
fully to submit to the President copies of the letters and 

documents requested by that resolution. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 





List of uccompanying papers. 
Letter from the Governor of Maine to the 
Secretary of State, (with enclosures, ) 
dated - - ° - March 30, 1837. 
Same to the President (with enclosures) April 30, 1837. 


Same to saine (with enclosures) - June 27, 1837. 
Same to same (with enclosure) - June 19, 1837. 
Secretary of State to the Governor of 

Maine - - - - June 26, 1837. 
Governor of Maine to the Secretary of 

State (with enclosures) - - July = 3,_:1837. 
Secretary of State to the Governor of 

Maine - - . - July 14, 1837. 
Governor of Maine to the Secretary of 

State - - - - June 27, 1837. 
Secretary of State to the Governor of 

Maine - - - - July 19, 1837. 
Governor of Maine to the President - July 28, 1837. 
Secretary of State to the Governor of 

Maine - - - - Aug. 17, 1837. 
Same to same - - - Aug, 25, 1837. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fo - - March 23, 1837. 
Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth - - March 28, 1837. 
Same to same - - - - Aug. 24, 1837. 
Extract from Mr Stevenson to Lord 

Palmerston - - - - Aug. 10, 1837. 


STATE OF MAINE 
Execotive Derant™uent, 
Augusta, March 30, 1837. 
Sra: In compliance with a request of the Legislature of 
this State, I have the honor to transmit to you the accom- 
panying report and resolutions. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 


The Secnerany or Srare. 





STATE OF MAINE 
Hovser or Representatives, March 29, 1837. 
The Joint Select Committee who had under consideration 
the order relating to the expedicncy of calling the at- 


time and interior frontier, have attended to that duty, 
and ask leave to present the following report : 


that line a mere trifle has, as yet, been appropriated for 
these objects. 

Maine has a maritime frontier of about five hundred 
miles in extent, following the indentations of her shores , 
and our interior frontier, bounding on New Brunswick on 
the east and the Canadas on the north, is about six hun- 
dred miles in extent. 

Considering this great extent of seacoast, her numerous 
excellent harbors, her noble rivera, and great advantages 
for ship-building, and her proximity to the fishing grounds, 
probably no State in the Union possesses the natural ad- 
vantages for carrying on this branch of industry that 
Maine does. 

Tt is a fact worthy of consideration, that all maritime 
nations have looked to their fisheries as the nursery of 
hardy seamen for the merchant service in time of peace 
and for the navy in time of war; and, a3 a great question 
of national policy, (aside from the inducement to encourags 
this branch of business as an unfailing source of natural 
wealth,) it is deemed worthy of the fostering care of all 
commercial nations. 

Already the navigation of Maine is estimated at imore 
than three hundred thousand tons, and exceeded by only 
two States in the Union; and her increase, annually, o! 
tonnage, is greater than that of any other State. 

The abundance of building materials, believed to be in 
exhaustible, her great conveniences for ship-building along 
her extended seacoast, her numerous bays, rivers, and 
harbors, render it highly probable that the day is not far 
distant when the maritime interests of Maine will exceed 


| that of any of her sister States. And if reliance can be 
| placed upon the statements of a scientific engineer of high 
| respectability and standing, who has, during the past year, 


under the direction of the government of this State and 
our parent Commonwealth, made a geological survey of a 
portion of our State, it may be doubted whether the same 
extent of territory on the continent contains more real 
value, viewed in all its bearings, (the facilities of quarry- 
ing, manufacturing, exporting, and its influence upon the 
great interests of the State and nation, ) than is contained 
in our inexhaustible quarries of granite, lime, marble, 
slate, &c., mines and minerals, in which large and profit 
able investments are already made. Some of these branches 
of business have been carried on for many years, and 
others to a large extent are commencing under the most 
favorable auspices. 

These, together with our agricultural, commercial, and 
manufacturing interests; our immense forests of invaluable 
timber; with a water-power of vast exteht and value ; giv- 
ing us the means of laying the seaports of the Union un 
der a contribution for ages to come, and warranting the 
belief that our present shipping interest will be sustained 
aud employed, and a great increase required. 

About one-third of the most valuable portion of our 
territory is claimed by Great Britain; and the history of 
this protracted controversy, from its commencement to the 
present time, is such as to awaken general anxiéty. We 
are admonished, by recent events, that we have not yet 
reached the termination of our toils and embarrassments, 
and they have awakened the painful apprehension that our 


| just rights may not be secured by honorable negotiation ot 


One object of the federal compact is ‘‘ to provide for the | 


common defence and general welfare.” 

In accordance with these objects of the compact, the 
General Government has, from time to time, made liberal 
appropriations for fortifying and defending the several 
States along our extended maritime frontier, west and 
south of the western boundary line of this State; east o 





fi : é } f ca '- | patient submission to unprovoked injuries. These consid- 
tion of Congress to the sulyect of forlifying our mari- | 


erations, in the opinion of your committee, call loudly for 
the interposition of the General: Government, and require 
at their hands all needful preparation for possible contin- 
gencies. The late Governor Lincoln, nearly ten years 
since, called the attention of the Government to the im- 
portance of erecting a strong fortification in some eligible 
position on the confines of that portion of our territory to 
which an adverse claiin is set up by Great Britain. In 
the opinion of your committee, the subject has lost none 
of its interest since that period, but on the contrary, the 
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STATE OF MAINE. 
Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Augusta, April 30, 1837. 

Str: In compliance with a request of the Legislature of 
this State, I have the honor to transmit to your excellency 
the accompanying report and resolutions. 

In behalf of the State of Maine, I would respectfully, yet 
urgently, call on the President of the United States to cause 
the Northeastern boundary of this State to be explored and 
surveyed, and monuments erected in accordance with the 
request contained in the resolutions which are herewith 
communicated. As the subject is one in which the people 
of Maine have a deep interest, I feel a confidence it will 
commend itself to your early attention. 

With high consideration, I have the honor to be, your 
obedient servant, 


events to which we have alluded give to it vastly augment- 
ed importance; and, to our view, irrespective of any con- 
ditions growing out of the present controversy, a strong 
fortification upon the Northeastern boundary of the Uni- 
ted States, situated far in the interior, and upon the con- 
fines of a foreign country, and surrounded by millions of 
acres of fertile land, destined soon to be peopled with a nu- 
merous population of hardy yeomanry, is of high importance. 

Our isolated situation, being the Northeastern boundary 
of the nation, with an interior frontier of upwards of six 
hundred miles upon a foreign country, and a large propor. 
tion of our territory lying between two provinces of Great 
Britain, and so situated as to render it greatly to the ad- 
vantage of that nation to possess it; the inflexible deter- 
mination which she manifests to pursue the course which 
interest dictates should not be forgotten; the extent of 
our seacoast, the exposed situation of ofr seaport towns, 
lying within a few hours’ sail of the British naval depot in 
the neighborhood of Maine, the disastrous consequences of 
our defenceless situation during the last war, the great and 
increasing maritime interests which we have at stake, 
without one single point where a ship, if dependent upon 
the United States fortifications, would be safe from the 
attacks of a frigate: these, and the consideration that little 
comparatively has yet been done for Maine, seem to our 
view to constitute irresistible reasons why Maine should 
no longer be forgotten or neglected in the common de- 
fence of the country. 

Through all the long-protracted struggles, difficulties, 
and embarrass nents of our infant republic, this portion of 
our Union has never been urgent or importunate in pres- 
sing its claims, but has submitted patiently to the force 
of cireumstances which rendered it necessary to defer them. 

But, in the present altered condition of the country ; 
the national debt paid off; at a season of universal peace 
and unexampled prosperity ; with an overburdened treas- 
ury, and when it is deemed necessary, to dispose of it, to 
resort to measures which many eminent statesmen con- 
sider unwarranted by the constitution, and which a great 
portion of the people of the Union consider of doubtful 
policy : at such a period, and under such circumstances, it 
is difficult to perceive the justice of longer withholding 
suitable appropriations for the defence of Maine ; and, to 
our view, they can only be withheld by doing violence to 
the principles of equal rights, and by neglecting a plain 
constitutional duty. 

Your committee therefore submit the following resolu- 
tions, STEPHEN C. FOSTER, Chairman. 





ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 
His Excellency Martin Van Buren, 
President of the United States. 





STATE OF MAINE. 
In House or Representatives, 
February 2, 1837. 

The Joint Committee to whom were referred so much of 
the Governor’s message as relates to the Northeastern 
boundary, and the documents and evidence, together with 
an order of the two Houses instructing the committee to 
‘* inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
appointment of commissioners on the part of the State, by 
the consent of the Government of the United States, to sur- 
vey the line between this State and the Province of New 
Brunswick, according to the treaty of 1783, to establish 
monuments in such places as shall be fixed by said commis- 
sioners and by commissioners to be appuinted on the part of 
the Government of Great Britain,” have attended to the 
duties assigned them, with the industry and solicitude which 
the importance of the subject demanded. Could the com- 
mittee have spared the time, and had the means to obtain 
documents not within the jurisdiction of the State, and con- 
sequently out of its power, a more clear, methodical, and per- 
fect view of the subject would have been presented ; but as 
there had been hitherto so much procrastination, and the 
impatience of the public, already great, was becoming more 
and more intense, your committee, without further pre- 
amble or apology, ask leave to present the following report : 

The Legislature and people of Maine, we believe, will 
not contend that the treaty-making power of the United 
States does not extend toa final adjustment of a disputed 
and undefined line of boundary between a State and a for- 
eign nation. But we do insis/ that no power is granted by 
the constitution of the United States to /imit or change the 
boundary of a State or cede a part of its territory without 
ment, under the constitution, when it has the means, to | ifs consent. It is even by no means certain how far such 
erect suitable fortifications for the defence of the frontier | consent would enable the treaty authority to exert its 
of the States, is a practical duty, not justly to be denied, | powers. Citizens might be made the subjects of a 
evaded, neglected, or delayed. treaty transfer, and these citizens, owing allegiance to the 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed | State and to the Union, and allegiance and protection 
and our Representatives requested to use their influence to | being reciprocally binding, the right to transfer a citizen to 
obtain liberal appropriations for the defence of Maine and | a foreign Government, to se/? him, might well be question- 
the Union. ed, as being inconsistent with the spirit of our free institu- 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit | tutions. But, be this as it may, Maine will never concede 
copies of the above report and resolutions to the President | the principle that the President and two-thirds of the Senate 
and Vice President, the Secretaries of State, Navy, and War, | can transfer its territory, much less its citizens, without its 
and to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. | permission, given by its constitutional organs. 





STATE OF MAINE. 
Resolve relating to the fortification of frontier States. 
Resolved, That the obligation of the Federal Govern. 


In the House of Representatives, March 30, 1837. Your committee, however, deem it but fair to admit that 
Read and passed. H. HAMLIN, Speaker. they have discovered no inclination in the General Govern- 
In Senate, March 30, 1837. ment, or any department of it, to assume this power. On 
Read and passed. the contrary, the President has repeatedly declined the 

J. C. TALBOT, President. adoption of a conventional line deviating from the treaty of 

March 30, 1837. Approved : 1783, upon the express ground that it could not be done 


ROBERT P, DUNLAP. without the consent of Maine 
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It is due, nevertheless, to the State of Maihe to say, that | source directly north to the aforesaid highlands, which di- 
the committee have no evidence that any conventional line | vide the rivers that fall into the Atlantic ocean from those 
has been proposed to them for their consent. It indeed | which fall into the St. Lawrence. ; 
appears that the consent of Maine had not been given to The first object, starting-place, or /erminus a quo, is this 
the adoption of any other boundary than that prescribed by | northwest angle of Nova Scotia. It is the corner of the 
the treaty of 1783, up to the 29th February, 1836, and we | British province, designated by themselves. It was pre- 
are well assured that no proposition for a different boundary | sumed, and it is still believed, that they knew the identical 
has since that time been made to any department of the | spot; we have a right to demand of them to define it. In 
Government of this State. the treaty of 1783, they were disposed to define it, and 

The President of the United States on the 15th June | hence they say it is that angle which is oe by a line 
last, communicated to the Senate, in compliance with their | drawn due north from the source of the St. Croix, to those 
resolution, a copy of the correspondence relative to the | highlands which divide the rivers that flow into the St. 
Northeastern boundary. This correspondence embraced a | Lawrence from those which flow into t Atlantic ocean 
period from the 21st July, 1832, to the 5th March, 1836. Nothing can be more clear than that the British nego- 

The opinion and advice of the King of the Netherlands, | tiators of the treaty of 178: had reference to their east and 
to whom the controversy was referred by the provisions of | west line, between Canada and Novia Scotia. This, in 
the treaty of Ghent, was made on the 10th January, 1831, | 1755-"6, was magter of controversey between France and 
and of the three questions submitted, viz : the Northeastern | England, the French claiming that it was far south, and the 
boundary, the northwesternmost head of Connecticut river, | British strenuously contending that these very highlands 
and the forty-fifth parallel of latitude, he seems to have | were even more north than we have endeavored to fix them. 
determined but one. He did decide that the source of the The controversy resulted in a war, which, after the cap- 
stream running into and through Connecticut lake, is the | ture of Quebec, was terminated by the peace of 1763, 
true northwest head of that river, as intended by the | whereby Great Britain obtained both sides of the line, and 
treaty of 1783; and as to the rest he advises that it will be | she then established the north line of Nova Scotia about 
convenient (il conviendra) to adopt the ‘* Thalweg,” the | where we contend it should be. So far from admitting 
deepest channel! of the St. John’s and St. Francis, for the | that a due north line from the monument will not intersect 
north line; and that the 45th degree is to be measured in | the highlands intended by the treaty of 1783, the State of 
order to mark out the boundary to the St. Lawrence, with | Maine has always insisted, and still insists, that no known 
a deviation so as to include Rouse’s point within the | obstacle exists to the ascertaining and accurately defining 
United States. As to the convenience of establishing the | them, and thus establishing the terminus a quo, to wit, the 
St. John’s and St. Francis as the northern boundary of | northwest angle of Nova Scotia. It would seem strange 
of Maine, we have only to observe, that however ‘* con- | indeed, that as this line, so fully discussed and controvert- 
venient” it may be to Great Britain to obtain so large a | ed between the English and French in 1755-’6, should 
portion of our territory and waters, it would certainly be | have been left unsettled still, when both provinces became 
very inconvenient to us, and inasmuch as we are probably British. It is impossible to imagine such ignorance of so 
capable of judging of our own ‘* convenience,” and have | important a point as this northwest angle, so often referred 
never solicited ‘he advice of any one on this point, it is | to, and spoken of, as u notorious monument. 





scarcely to be expected that we shall be advised to adopt a | The peace of 1783 was considered by Great Britain as a 
line so preposterous and injurious. grant by metes and bounds. The boundaries were pre- 
It was in this view, and in strict conformity with the | 


scribed, and this northwest angle was the commencement. 


constitution conferring the treaty power, that the President, | Twenty years only before this (1763) Nova Scotia had 


on the 7th December, 1831, submitted to the Senate this | been organized as a distinct province, then including what 
**award” and ‘* advice” of the King of the Netherlands. | are now Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and this angle 
Senators were divided on a principal point; some insisting | was referred to as a boundary without hesitancy or doubt. 
that to carry the award or opinion into effect, was only in | Indeed, the treaty itself, as if to make assurance doubly 
execution of the treaty, and it therefore belonged exclusive- | sure, fixed it where a due north line from the source of the 
ly to the President ‘to take care”’ that this ‘‘supreme law” | St. Croix will intersect those highlands which divide the 
was faithfully executed, or to reject it altogether. rivers which flow into the river St. Lawrence from those 

But the prevailing opinion was, that this ‘** award” or | which flow into the Atlantic ocean. This source of the 
‘*advice” was perfecting an unfinished treaty, and that | St. Croix has been determined and a monument fixed there 
therefore it could not be effected by the President without | by the commis-ioners, under the 5th article of the treaty 
‘*the advice and consent of the Senate, two-thirds of the | of 1795, (Jay's.) Now that the assumption that the north 





members present concurring therein.” So far from the | line from this monument will intersect or meet no such 
concurrence of two-thirds for the measure, there yere | highlands is entirely gratuitous. 
thirty-four to eight against it, and it was consequently re- The treaty does not speak of mountains, nor even hills, 


jected, and a recommendation to the President was adopted, | but of ** higlands” that divide rivers flowing different ways. 
to open a new negotiation to determine the line of bounda- | It was well known that rivers did fall into the St. Lawrence 
ry according to the treaty of 1783. and into the Auantic; that these rivers would run down 
It is insisted by the British ministers that a due north | and not up, and it was consequently inferred that the land 
line from the monument at the source of the St. Croix, | from whence these rivers flowed must of necessity he high, 
will intersect no highlands described in the treaty of 1783. | and unless there are to be found in that r. gion geological 
Now this is an assumption by Great Britain totally un- | phenomena which exist no where else on the face of the 
warranted by anyevidence. The boundaries bearing upon | globe, this inference is irresistible. 
the question are thus given: ‘*from the Northwest angle | The truth 1s that these highlands have never been known 
of Nova Scotia, to wit, that angle which is formed by a and well understood by the British themselves, ever since 





line drawn due North from the source of the St. Croix river | the grant of James I. to Sir William Alexander, in 1621. 
to the highlands; along the said highlands, which divide | The portion of the boundary there given, which relates to 
the rivers that empty themselves into the St. Lawrence | this controversy, is from the western spring-head of the 
from those which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the north- | St. Croix, by an imaginary line conceived to run through 
westernmost head of Connecticut river;” ‘east by a line | the land northward to the next road of Ship's river or 
to be drawn along the midule of the river St. Croix, from | spring, discharging itself into the great river of Canada, 
its mouth, in the bay of Fundy, to its source, and from its | and proceeding thence eastward along the shores of the 
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sea of the said river of Canada, to the road, haven, or 
shore, commonly called Gaspeck—(Gaspé .) 

The cession of Canada by France made it necessary to 
define the limits of the province of Quebec, and according- 
ly his Britannic Majesty, by his proclamation of 7th Octo- 
ber, 1763, is thus explicit as to what affects this question : 
*« Passing along the highlands which divide the rivers that 
empty themselves into the said river St. Lawrence from 
those which fall into the sea, and also along the north coast 
o the bay de Chaleurs and the coast of the gulf of the St. 

sawrence to Cape Rosiers,” &c. 

The act of Parliament of the 14th George UI, (1774,) 
defines thus the south line of Canada: ‘* South, by a line 
from the bay de Chaleurs along the highlands which divide 
the rivers that empty themselves into the river St. Law- 
rence from those which flow into the sea.” The north 
line of the grant to Alexander is from the source of the 
St. Croix to the springhead or source of some river or 
stream which falls into the river St. Lawrence, and thence 
eastward to Gaspé bay, which communicates with the gulf 
of St. Lawrence in lat. 49 deg. 30 min., and would make 
nearly an east and west line. The proclamation of 1763 
defines the south line of the province of Quebec as passing 
along the highlands which divide the rivers that fall into 
the St. Lawrence from those which fall into the sea, and 
also along the north coast of the bay de Chaleurs to the 
gulf of St. Lawrence. This is the south boundary, and 
consequently in an east and west direction, but it passes 
north of bay de Chaleurs, wherefore the south boun- 
dary of the province must of necessity be north of bay de 
Chaleurs. The eastern boundary is northerly by the guif 
of Cape Rosiers, in about lat. 50 deg. long. 64 deg. north 
of Gaspé bay, and at the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, 
where it communicates with the gulf or sea. And the act 
of Parliament makes this south side from this same bay 
along those highlands, and it must inevitably run west, or 
it is no south boundary. Now no one can doubt that in 
the proclamation of 1763 it was the intent to adopt Sir 
William Alexander's northern for this southern boundary 
of the province of Quebec. 

Indeed it appears in every commission to the Governor 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick from 1763 to 1784, 
and after the treaty of peace of 1783, that the province of 
Nova Scotia extended to the southern bourdary of the pro- 
vince of Quebec. It then irresistibly and inevitably fol- 
lows that a west line from the bay de Chaleurs, intersect- 
ing a due north line from the monument, is the identical 
northwest angle. Now a line from Mars Hill direct to 
Cape Rosiers, instead of being easterly, would be north of 
northeast, crossing the bay de Chaleurs. But passing 
along its north coast, as the proclamation provides, the line 
from this Mars Hill must be more northerly still. Indeed the 
pretence that a pyramidal spur or peak, such as this hill, 
should constitute the range of highlands mentioned in the 


treaty, is so utterly visionary that it is entitled .to no sort 
of respect. 


We may now, by these facts and reflections, give this | 


inquiry a right direction, to wit: to the ascertainment of 
the north boundary of Nova Scotia, which is the southern 
boundary of Canada. We have always been lured from 
this by the British negotiators to the left or west of this 
north line from the monument. 

No one who is the least convereant with the subject can 
suppose for a moment that this northwest angle can be 
found in such a direction. ‘The question for us is, are 
there any highlands north of the bay de Chaleurs, extend- 
ing in @ western direction, towards a north line drawn 
from the monument? If this line westerly from the bay 
be not distinctly marked so fur as to intersect this north 
line, the principle is to extend it in the same direction to 
the place of intersection ; that is, if the line between Nova 
Scotia and Canada is west to within say thirty miles of the 


north line from the monument, and the rest of the way is 
indefinite or obscure, extend it on in the same direction 
until you form a point of intersection, and this will be the 
northwest angle of Nova Scotia. But the truth is, the 
highlands are there, and have been found in running due 
north from the monument. The elevations were taken by 
he British surveyor from the source of the St. Croix, at 
the monument, to the first waters of the Ristigouche ; and 
at Mars Hill, forty miles, the summit of this isolated su- 
gar-loaf was 1,100 feet, and at the termination of the sur- 
vey at the Ristigouche waters, one hundred miles further, 
the elevation was 1,600 feet, consequently, the summit of 
Mars Hill, 1,100 feet above the waters of the St. Croix, 
is 500 feet lower than the lands at the Ristigouche, and 
yet the pretence is that there are no highlands but this de- 
tached spur, Mars Hill! Still further: the highest position 
surveyed is nearly fifty miles short of the Melis, which falls 
into the St. Lawrence, and we do not perceive that the ele- 
vations have been taken there at all; but we do find it is 
here that ‘he waters separate, and consequently the land 
must be still higher. 

In failure of highlands,*(assumed not to exist,) the 
British negotiators claim a line which, instead of dividing 
the St. Lawrence and Atlantic waters, would actually ex- 
tend between two rivers, both of which fall into the At- 
lantic. 

To say nothing of the absurdity, not to say ignorance, 
of such a claim, it is enough that it is in the teeth of the 
treaty itself. It is painful to repeat the argument that no 
other highlands were intended, for all others were express- 
ly excluded but those which divide the waters that flow in 
those different directions. The effect of their construction, 
as we all know, is to give them the whole of the St. John, 
with all its tributaries, and a tract of territory south of that 
river, equal at least to seventy-five miles square. 

Whether, from the peaceful spirit of our Government, 
the christian patience of Maine, or the ‘* modest assurance” 
of the British negotiators, any or all, certain it is, that his 
Britannic Majesty’s pretensions are growing every day. It 
is not only an after-thought, but one very recently conceiv- 
ed, that we were to be driven south of the St. John. 

His Britannic Majesty’s agent, (Mr. Chipman, ) who has 
been lately urging us south of that river, was also agent to 
the commission under the treaty of 1795, to ascertain the 
true St. Croix, and in insisting on a more western branch 
of this river, gives as a reason, that a line due north will 
cross the St. John’s farther up, whereas, if you take an 
eastern branch, such line will cross near Frederickton, the 
seat of Government of New Brunswick, and materially 
infringe upon his Majesty’s province. He not only admits, 
but contends, that this north line must cross the river. 
Here are his words: “This north line must of necessity 
cross the river St. John’s.” Mr. Liston, the British min- 
ister, in a private letter to Mr. Chipman, of 23d October, 
1798, recommends a modification of the powers of the 
commissioners, for the reason that it might give Great 
Britain a greater extent of navigation on the St. Juhn’s 
river. The same agent (Mr. Chipman) was also agent un- 
der the fourth article of the treaty of Ghent, and we find 
him contending there, that the northwest angle of Nova 
Scotia is the same designated in the grant to Sir William 
Alexander in 1621, subject only to such alterations as were 
occasioned by the erection of the province of Quebec in 
1763. Now we have already seen that this south line of 
the province of Quebec, eo far from altering this north- 
west angle, in fact confirms it. 

In perfect accordance with this disposition to encroach, 
is a proposition of the British minister, (Mr. Vaughan, ) 
that inasmuch as the highlands cannot be found by a due 
north direction from the monument, we should vary west 
until we sbould intersect them, but not zast! Now that, 
in case a monument cannot be found in the course prescri- 
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bed, you should look for it at the left, but not to the right, 
seems to us a very sinister proposition. We have shown, 
and, as we think, conclusively, that the range of highlands 
is to be looked for on British ground, and nowhere else ; 
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an inclination of fourteen degrees, can there be a greater 
absurdity than the British claim, founded on these facts * 

We will now present some facts and remarks in regard 
to the surveys and explorings made by the commission 


because it is their own boundary, and a line which must, | under the 5th article of the treaty of Ghent: and the first 
with an ascertained north line, form the angle of one of | fact that occurs is, that the elevations taken by the British 


their own provinces. And yet we are not to examine there 
at all; we have never explored the country there, and are 
expected to yield to such arrogant, extravagant, and base- 
less pretensions ! 

We would ask why, in what justice, if we cannot find 
the object in the route prescribed, are we to be thus tram- 
melled ? Where is the reciprocity of such a proposition, so 
degrading to the dignity and insulting to the rights and lib- 
erties of this State? No! the people of Maine will not 
now, and we trust they never will, tamely submit to such 
a one-sided measure. 

The next restriction or limitation with which this nego- 
tiation is to be clogged, is an admission that the Risti- 
gouche and St. John’s are not Atlantic rivers, because one 
flows into the bay de Chaleurs, and the other into the bay 
of Fundy, yet neither falls into the river St. Lawrence. 
They would then find those highlands between the St. 
John’s and the Penobscot. ‘There cannot be a more arro- 


gant pretension or palpable absurdity. Suppose the waters | 


of both these rivers are excluded as flowing neither way, 
still the waters that flow each way are so far separated as 
to leave a tract of country which, if equally divided, would 
carry us far beyond the St. John’s. But we admit no such 


1 
| 
| 


surveyor stop far short of where the waters divide, and we 
find no proof that these elevations were carried through hy 
our own surveyors. If the British surveyor, after ascer- 
taining he was still ascending, and had, in fact, arrived at 
the lands, at a branch of a river elevated five hundred feet 
above the summit of Mars Hill, found it prudent to stop 
short, we see no good reason why the American agent did 
not proceed on and take accurate elevations ata place where 
the waters divide. If such a survey was made, the com- 
mittee have not been able to obtain the evidence ; it is not 
in the maps or documents in the library or office of the 
Secretary of State, and the committee believe that no such 
elevations have been taken northerly of the first waters of 
the Ristigouche. It is, indeed, a little singular that we 
have so little evidence, not only in regard to this height, of 
land, but also of the rivers which flow into the St. Law. 


| rence fo the left, and especially to the right of the north 


' line from the monument. 


We know some of them, to be sure, such as the Oe/le, 


| Kamonska, Verte, Trois Pistoles, Remouskey, and Me- 
| tis, on the left, and the Blanche, Louis, Magdalen, and 


hypothesis. ‘The Aflantie and the sea are used in the | 


charters as synonymous terms. 
with the bay de Chaleurs, which communicates with the 
sea, and the St. John’s, uniting with the bay of Fundy, 
which also communicates with the sea, and that, too, by a 
mouth of ninety miles wide, are both Atlantic rivers. 
‘These rivers were known by the negotiators not to be Sf. 
Lawrence rivers ; they were known to exist, for they were 
rivers of the first class. If they were neither St. Lawrence 
nor Atlantic, why were they not excepted? They were 
not of the former, therefore they must be included in the 
latter description. Indeed, if rivers uniting with Atlantic 
bays are not Atlantic rivers, the Penobscot and Kennebec, 


The Ristigouche, uniting | 


others, on the right of this line, but we know them chiefly 
as on maps, and as transcribed from older maps, but very 
little from actual survey or even exploration. An exami- 
nation of the sources of those rivers at the right of this 
north line, with the important natural boundary, the north 
shore of the bay de Chaleurs, would accurately define the 
divisional line between the province of Quebec and Nova 
Scotia, which, extending west, would intersect the due north 
line, and thus form the northwest angle of Nova Scotia. 

It mereover appears that little or no exploration has been 
made of the lands east of the due north line. It seems 


| strange to us, although it may be satisfactorily explained, 


which unite with the respective bays of Penobscot and Sa- | 
gadahock, would not be Atlantic rivers; and then, where | 
are those highlands which divide the waters referred to in | 


the treaty of 1783? 


Should we leave this question unset- | 


tled a little longer, and the British claims continue to in- | 
crease, we might very soon find these highlands south of | 
the Connecticut, and all the intermediate country would be | 


’ 


recolonized by ** construction.” We therefore invoke the 


| individuals. 


sympathy of all New England, with New York besides, to | 


unite against this progressive claim—this avalanche, which 
threatens to overwhelm them as well as ourselves. 

Again, if this Mars Hill (and we confess we cannot speak 
of the pretension with any patience) is the northwest angle, 
and the north boundary of Nova Scotia and the south 
boundary of the province of Quebec are the same, and north 
of the bay de Chaleurs, then there is indeed no northwest 
angle; for a line due north from the monument, passing 
by Mars Hill, must pursue nearly the same direction to get 
to the north of that bay without crossing it; and who ever 
thought of an angle at the side of a continuous line? Now, 
according to the British maps, taken in this very case, you 
must run a course of north, about fourteen degrees east, to 
obtain the north side of the bay without crossing it, and 
the distance would be, in this almost due north direction, 
more than one hundred miles, while that from the monu- 
ment to Mars Hill would be little more than forty. Now, 
when we consider that this northerly line must form nearly 
a right angle to pass along the north shore of the bay de 
Chaleurs, that this is one hundred miles farther north than 
Mars Hill, where, instead of an angle, there can be only 


why we should have been drawn away from this very im- 
portant region. It is, indeed, the true source of inquiry. 
In this direction the evidence is to be found; and Maine 
can never be satisfied until it is looked for here. 

An extraordinary method of adjusting this question, 
though in perfect accordance with other pretensions, has 
been proposed by Great Britain—that the disputed territory 
should be divided in equal portions, each party being satis- 
fied of the justice of its claims. To this proposition we 
cannot subscribe. Jt is equally unjust between nations and 
Whether a party in controversy is satisfied 
or not with the justice of his claims, is what is only known 
to himself, and, consequently, the one whose claims are 
most exhorbitant, however unjust, will always get the best 
end of the bargain. But such a rule would, in this case, 
apply most unfortunately to Maine. We are limited, at 
farthest, to the St. Lawrence, and to a very narrow,point 


| there, while the British may extend their claims to the 





south and west indefinitely. Establish this principle, and 
we shall soon find their claims, already so progressive, 
stretched over to the Piscataqua, and then if we are to di- 
vide equally both as to quantity and quality, the divis- 
ional line then would fail south of the Kennebec. If the 
want of the consent of Maine is the obstacle to such an ad- 
justment, we trust it will always remain an insuperable 
one. Indeed, we protest against the application to us of 
such a rule, as manifestly unequal and unjust. 

We come now to the recent transactions of the British 
colonial authorities, sanctioned, as it appears, by the Gov- 
ernment at home; and we regret to perceive in them, also, 
those strong indications of continual and rapid encroachment 
which have characterized that Government in the whole of 
this controversy. Mr. Livingston, in his letter of the 21et 
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of July, 1832, proposes that, ‘‘until the matter be brought 
to a final conclusion, both parties should refrain from the 
exercise of jurisdiction;” and Mr. Vaughan, in reply of 
14th April, 1833, in behalf of his Government, “ entirely 
concurs.” Here, then, the faith of the two Governments 
is pledged to abstain from acts of jurisdiction until all is 
settled. Now, how are the facts? We understand, and, 
indeed, it appears by documents herewith exhibited, that an 
act has passed the Legislature of New Brunswick, ‘*incor- 
porating the St. Andrew’s and Quebec railroad company ;” 
that the King has granted £10,000 to aid the enterprise, and 
that the Legislature of Lower Cauada, by its resolutions of 
both Houses, has approved the scheme and promised its 
co-operation. It may be that the Government at home was | 
not aware that this railroad must inevitably cross the dis- 
puted territory. : : 

But this ignorance of the subject seems incredible. A 
railroad from St. Andrew’s to Quebec would be impossible | 
unless it crossed the territory in question—even next to | 
impossible and totally useless were it to pass at the north of 
the St. John’s. It-seems therefore extraordinary indeed, | 
that the British Government, even in the incipient stages 
of this enterprise, should make an appropriation which is | 
in direct violation of its solemn pledge. ‘To give to a rail- | 
road corporation powers over our rights and property is the 
strongest act of sovereignty. It is an act of delegated power | 
which we ourselves give to our own citizens with extreme 
caution, and with guarded restrictions and reservations. | 
This railroad must not only cross the disputed territory, | 
but it crosses it fifty miles south of the St. John’s, and al- 
most to the southerly extremity of the British claim, extrav- | 
agant as itis. By the map herewith exhibited of the survey 
of the route, it appears that the road crosses our due north 
line at Mars Hill, thence doubling round it towards the 
south, it crosses the Roostic between the Great and Little | 
Machias, the Alleguash at the outlet of First Lake, a branch | 
of the St. John’s south of Black river, and passes into 
Canada between ‘*Spruce Hills” on the right, and ‘* Three 
Hills” on the left, thus crossing a tract of country south of 
the St. John’s, one hundred by fifty miles. We have not 
a copy of the act of incorporation of New Brunswick, and 
cannot, therefore, say that the route there defined is the 
same as on the map. Be this as it may, certain it is, as 
any one will see, that no possible route can be devised 
which will not cross the territory in question. It is, then, | 
a deliberate act of power, palpable and direct, claiming and | 
exercising sovereignty far south even of the line recommend- 
ed by the King of the Netherlands. 

In all our inquiries and examinations of this subject there 
has been great negligence in regard to this northwest angle. | 
Judge Benson, one of the commissioners under Jay’s treaty, | 
in a letter to the President of the United States, expressly 
and clearly defines this angle. He states distinctly that | 
the due north line from the source of the St. Croix, is the | 
weet side line, and the highlands are the north side line | 
which form this angle, and this had never been questioned 
by the British themselves. 

This due north line, viz: the-west side line, was estab- | 
lished by the commission of which Judge Benson was a | 








member, and the British have made the north side line to | 
be north of the bay de Chaleurs, and yet with these postu- | 
lates, to pretend that the points of intersection cannot be 

found, is one of the greatest of their absurdities. And | 
another absurdity quite equal is, that, after passing west 
along the north shore of this bay, they would fall down 
nearly south more than one hundred miles to Mars Hill, 
about sixty miles from the south shore of the province, at 
the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is a part of the bay of 
Fundy; and this point, too, of so little inclination, that 
it is a palpable perversion of language to call it an angle, 
much more a northwest angle. 


It is indeed time for us to begin to search, and in the | 
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right places too, in order to put a stop to these perpetual 
encroachments upon our territory and rights. Our first 
object should be to ascertain and trace the north boundary 
of Nova Scotia, which is the south boundary of the pro- 
vince of Quebec, and see if Canada comes as far down as 
Mars Hill. And we should proceed to finish taking the 
elevations on the due north line to some point where the 
waters divide. The General Government should be imme- 
diately called on to execute the work, with the co-operation 
of Massachusetts and Maine. Notice should be given to 
the British authorities to unite in the undertaking, and, if 
they refuse, our Government ought to proceed ex parte. 
The act would be entirely pacific, as the object would be 
to ascertain facts; much more pacific than the survey, 
without notice, of the St. Andrew's and Quebec railroad, 
through our territory, not for the purpose of ascertaining a 
boundary, but to assume jurisdiction. 

Your committee have gone through this tedious investi- 
gation with all the deliberation, exactness, and candor, 
which our time, means, and feelings would allow. Our 
animadversions may, in some instances, have been strong, 
and even severe, but we think we have expressed the sen- 
timents and feelings of the people of Maine, suffering under 
protracted injuries. This State should take a firm, delib- 


| erate, and dignified stand, and one which it will not retract. 


While it awards to the General Government all its legitimate 
powers, it will not be forgetful of its own. We call upon 
the President and Congress ; we invoke that aid and sym- 
pathy of our sister State which Maine has always accorded 
to them; we ask, nay, we demand, in the name of justice, 
how long we are to be thus trampled down by a foreign 
people? and we trust we shal] meet a cordial and patriotic 


| response in the breast of every republican of the Union. 


Your committee, therefore, submit the following reso- 
lutions. 


L. a: HAM, a 
NATH’L 8. LITTLEFIELD, | 
SAMUEL P. BENSON, » of the Senate. 
EBENEZER HIGGINS, [ 
JOHN R. REDMAN, y 
JOHN HOLMES, 5 


Fa A. LOWELL, 

NATHAN IDE, 

DANIEL SMALL, 

SEWALL PRESCOTT, > of the House. 
EPHRAIM WEEKS, 

JAMES BURBANK, | 
CHARLES HUNT, 

JOHN D. RICHARDS, 


STATE OF MAINE. 
Resolves relative to the Northeastern Boundary. 
Resolved, That we view with much solicitude the Brit- 
ish usurpations and encroachments on the Northeastern 
part of the territory of this State. 
Resolved, That pretensions so groundless and extrava- 
gant indicate a spirit of hostility which we bad no reason 


| to expect from a nation with whom we are at peace. 


Resolved, That vigilance, resolution, firmness, and union 
on the part of this State, are necessary in this state of 
the controversy. 

Resolved, That the Governor be authorized and request- 
ed to call on the President of the United States to cause 
the Northeastern boundary of this Stafe to be explored 
and surveyed and monuments erected according to the 
treaty of 1783. 

Resolved, That the co-operation of Massachusetts be 


' requested, 


Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed 
and our Representatives requested to endeavor to obtain a 
speedy adjustment of the c 


ntrovers\ 
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Resolved, That copies of this report and resolution be 
transmitted to the Governor of Massachusetts, the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, and other Senators in Con- 
gress, and the Governors of the several States. 

In the House of Representatives, March 24, 1837. 


Read and passed. 
H. HAMLIN, Speaker. 
In Senate, March 25, 1838. Read and passed. 
J. C. TALBOT, President. 
Approved: 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 


March 25, 1837. 





STATE OF MAINE. 
Exscutive DerantMent, 
Augusta, June 27, 1837. 
Sin: I lose no time in communicating to your excel- 
lency a copy of a letter from Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant 


lation to the arrest and imprisonment of Ebenezer 8. 
Greely. 
I have the honor to be, with high considerations, your 
obedient servant. ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 
His Excellency Mantix Van Buren, 
President of the United States. 





Goveunment House, Freprnicntron, N. B., 
June 12, 1837. 
Sir: Since I had the honor of addressing your excel- 








lency under date the 6th instant, anrfouncing my assump- | 


tion of the administration of this Government, a report has 
been laid before me by the warden of the disputed terri- 
tory, a copy of which I feel it to be an act of courtesy to- 
wards your excellency to lose no time in communicating 
to you. 

In including the territory with'n the limits of the Brit- 
ish claim in the census which ‘* Ebenezer Greely” appears 
to have been instructed to take of the population of the 
county of ‘* Penubscot,”’ he has evidently acted in ignor- 
ance or under a misconception of the subsisting relations 
betwixt England and the United States of America, which 
I cannot allow myself to doubt that your excellency will 
lose no time in causing to be explained and removed. 
Though necessarily committed to confinement, I have de- 
sired that every regard may be shown to Greely’s personal 
convenience, consistent with the position in which he has 
** voluntarily” placed himself: I use this expression be- 
cause, as your excellency will observe, Greely was inforin- 
ed by the warden that if he would desist from the act in 
which he was engaged and the language which he was 
holding to the people of the Madawaska settlement, (acts 
constituting not only an interference with the acknowledged 
rights of jurisdiction of this province, but the positive ex- 
ercise within its limits of actual jurisdiction, however un- 
authorized on the part of the State of Maine,) and would 
withdraw frem this district, he should be allowed to do so, 
otherwise, that in the discharge of the duties imposed up- 
on him by his office, he (the warden) who is in the com- 
mission of the peace, must be under the necessity of ap- 
prehending, in order to make him amenable to the laws of 
the province. This proposal Greely rejected, and was ac- 
cordingly committed to jail, to be dealt with according to 
law. In the mean time, as an evidence of my desire to 
cultivate the most friendly understanding with the govern- 
ment of the State of which Greely is a citizen, I lose no 
time in saying that, upon receiving an assurance from your 
execllency that your authority shall be exerted in restrain- 
ing this or any other citizen of the State of Maine from 
a‘lopting proceedings within the British limits, (as claim, 
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ed, ) calculated to infringe the authority and jurisdiction o} 
this province, and to disturb and unsettle the minds of that 
portion of its inhabitants residing in the disputed territo- 
ries, until the question in dispute be brought to a final set- 
tlement, Greely shall be immediately enlarged. 

Trusting that your excellency will see in this prgposition 
an anxious desire on my part to redeem the pledge given 
in my communication of the 6th instant, 

I have the honor to be, your excellency’s most obedient 
humble servant. 

J. HARVEY, 
M. G., Lt. Governor, &c. 

His Excellency the Govennon 

of the State of. Maine. 





Frepenicxton, New Brounswicr, 
June 10, 1837. 


Mar ir Puease your Excetztency: In obedience to 


Govemor of the province of New Brunswick, and also a | Your excellency’s instructions, communicated to me through 
letter from J. A. Maclauchlan to Sir John Harvey, in re- | the Advocate General, in the absence of the Attorney au 


Solicitor Generals, I have now the honor to report, for the 
information of your excellency, that I proceeded with the 
least possible delay to the Madawaska settlement. On my 
atrival at the Great falls, one hundred and thirty miles fron, 
hence, I was informed that the American citizen, Ebenezer 
8. Greely, had passed up the day previous, for the purpose of 
again proceeding with the census of the inhabitants of Mad- 
awaska, under authority from the State of Maine. Aware 
of the probable excitement that would naturally arise be- 
tween the two Governments frum this circumstance, an 
at the same time fully convinced that his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment would but regret any unnecessary misunderstand- 
ing during the pending negotiation, I thought it advi 
sable to call upon Mr. Coombs, a magistrate residing 
twelve miles above the falls, and request him to accompany 
me, which he readily did, to witness the conversation be- 
tween Mr. Greely and myself. 

We then proceeded, and overtook Mr. Greely a short dis 
tance above Green river, about twenty-four miles from the 
falls, having ascertained by the inhabitants, as he passed 
up the river, that Mr. Greely was the whole of the pre- 
vious day employed in taking down their names, numbcr 
of each family, and stating they would shortly receive 
from the State of Maine, a sum of money not exceeding 
three dollars for each head of family, out of the surplus 
revenue of the United States. 

I required Mr. Greely to show me his instructions for 
exercising authority in Madawaska, when he handed me « 
document, a copy of which I beg to enclose to your ex 
cellency, and after perusing the same I returned it with m: 
opinion that [ really thought he (Mr. Greely) had mistaken 
the intention of his instructions, as no allusion was mad+ 
either to that settlement or the territory in dispute, an! 
therefore, if he would then desist in taking the eensus, | 
would take no notice of what had passed. Moreover, 1 
reply to my advice and request, he (Mr. Greely) remon 
strated, and attempted to make it appear that he would | 
fully borne out by his Government in what he had done: 
and that it was also his intention to complete the census i! 
he was not prevented. This reply I regret having left me 
no alternative but to make him a prisoner, which I did on 
Wednesday the 7th instant. On Friday evening I arrived 
at Frederickton, and this morning, (Saturday,) by the ad 
vice of the Advocate Generals, I committed him to the jai! 
of the county of York. 

I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedien!, 
humble servant, 

J. A. MACLAUCHLAN, 
Warden of the disputed territory 
His Excellency Maj. Gen. Sir Joun fan VEY, 
Lieutenant Governor, &. 















Di til is faith en pa 








bates cao 


Fra 3 to 
eee aenet 


pia 


Poe 


BP i ait oe 



























































t 2 
t eg 
ie 
” 
1 os 
! ba 
t = 














ee 


ortheastern rn Boundary. 








STATE OF MAINE, 
Executrve Drreartment, June 19, 1837. 


Sin: I have the honor to enclose to your excellency the 
copy of a letter which came es Bens by the last mail, by 
which it appears that Ebenezer 8, Greely, Esq., the agent 
employed by the county commissioners for the county of | 
Penobscot to take the census of the town of Madawaska, | 
has been arrested by the authorities of the province of New 
Brunswick, and is now incarcerated in the jail at Frede- 
rickton. 

In this state of things it becomes my painful duty to 
make this communication to your excellency, and to insist 
that prompt measures be adopted by the Government of 
the United States to effect the early release of the afore- 
mentioned citizen. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

His Excellency Mantin Van Buren, 

President of the United States. 








Frevenicxron, Proyincy New Brunswick, 
June 12, 1837. 


Sin: On the 15th of May last, I was appointed by the 
county commissioners of Penobscot county to take the 
census of Madawaska. On the 6th of June instant, I was 
arrested by Mr. Maclauchlan, from this plaee, and commit- 
ted to jail by him, and there [ now remain in the prison at 
Frederickton. I was committed on the 10th instant. I 


addressed a letter to you on the 10th, which has gone by | 


the way of St. Andrew’s. Fearing that letter will not ar- 
rive soon, I write again today by way of Houlton. I 
have described my arrest more particularly i in my first letter, 
which you will undoubtedly receive before long ; therefore, 
I only give the facts in this, having a chance, by the as- 
sistance of Mr. Lombard, of Hallowell, of forwarding this 
to Houlton privately. 1 was employed in business of the 
State, and do expect my Government will intercede and 
liberate me from prison in a foreign and adjacent province. 
I shall be pleased to receive a line from you expressing 
your opinion, direction, &c, 

I remain, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EBENEZER 8S. GREELY. 
Rozentr P. Duxuar, Esq. 
Governor of Maine. 


DervantMent or Srare, 
Washington, June 26, 1837. 

Sir: Lhave the honor, by direction of the President, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to him of the 19th 
instant, enclosing the copy of a communication dated the 
12th of the same month, addressed to you by Ebenezer S. 
Greely, Esq., the agent employed by the county commis- 
sioners for the county of Penobscot to take the census of 
the town of Madawaska; from which it appears that he 
has been arrested by the authorities of the province of 
New Brunswick, and is now in confinement in the jail at 
Frederickton ; and insisting that prompt measures be 
adopted by the Government of the United States to effect 
the early release of the above- nained citizen. 

The circumstances attending this outrage, as given in 
Mr. Greely’s letter, are not sufficient, in the view of the 
President, to warrant the interference of the Government 
at present. For what cause, at what place, and by what 
authority, the arrest was made, is not stated. The neces- 


sary explanations may be found, perhaps, in the previous 
communication which Mr, Greely ‘refers to as having been 
addressed to you by him on the 10th June; if not, it is 
probable that you will easily be able to obtain explicit in- 
formation from other source es, and communicate it to this 
Department. 
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all the facts illustrative of the case should be in possession 
of the Government before any formal application for redress 
can be properly preferred. 

In the mean time, I have, in conversation, unofficially 
called the attention of Mr. Fox, the British minister at 
Washington, to this complaint, and he has given me an 
assurance that he will immediately address a representation 
on the subject to the Governor of New Brunswick, request- 
ing, unless there shall be some very extraordinary reasons 
against it, that Mr. Greely may be set at liberty. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Excellency Rosenr P. Dunzapr, Esq. 

Governor of Maine. 





Executive Derantruent, July 3, 1837. 

Sir: [ have had the honor to receive yours of the 26th 
of June last, in which, by direction of the President, you 
indicate that the circumstances detailed in Mr. Greely’ : 
letter relative to bis arrest aud imprisonment are not of 
themselves, without further explanation, sufficient to justify 
the interference of the Government of the United States. 
This information is received with some surprise, and much 
regret: surprise, because I had understood Mr. Greely’s 
| communication to show, that while employed within the 

limits of this State, and under its authority, on a business 
| intrusted to him by the laws of the State, he was, without 
being charged or suspected of any other offence, seized and 
| transported to a foreign jail; regret, inasmuch as the feel- 
| ings of the people of ‘this State have been strongly excited 
by this outrage upon the honor and sovereignty of Maine ; 
and each additional day’s confinement which that unof- 
fending citizen endures, is adding to the indignation of our 
citizens. I therefore hasten to lay before you a summary 
of the transactions connected with this subject, as they are 
gathered from Mr. Greely’s communications to this De- 
partment. ‘The facts are to be considered the less indic- 
putable, because they are in the main confirmed by the 
statements contained in the letter of the Lieutenant Gor - 
ernor of the province of New Brunswick, by whose orde: 
the imprisonment was made, and a copy of which I recent- 
ly had the honor of transmitting to the President. 

On the eighth day of March last, the Legislature of this 
State passed an act relative to the surplus revenue, a copy 
of which is enclosed, to the eleventh, twelfth, and thir- 
teenth sections of which I beg leave to refer your attention. 
An additional act was passed on the 29th day of March 
| last, a copy of which [ also enclose. By this last-named 

act, it became the duty of the county commissioners of 
Penobscot county to cause an enumeration to be taken of 
the inhabitants of said county residing north of the sur- 
} veyed and located townships. The tract thus defined com- 
| prised the town of Madawaska, which was incorporated by 
| this State on the 15th of March, 1831. Pursuant to that 
| requirement, the county commissioners of said county ap- 
| pointed Ebenezer 8S. Greely to perform that service; and 
| being duly commissioned, he forthwith proceeded to the 
| place designated, and entered upon the required operations. 
Being thus employed, he was, on the 29th day of May 
last, arrested by the authorities of the province of New 
Brunswick, and conveyed to Woodstock, in the county of 
Carleton, in said province; but the sheriff of the county 
refused to commit him to jail, and he was accordingly dis 
charged. He tunmediately returned to the Madawaska 
settlements, to enter again upon the duty intrusted to him 
On the 6th day of June last, he was arrested a second 
time by the same authorities, and committed to the jail at 
| Frederickton. It is for this act of obedience to the laws 
| of his Government, that Mr. Greely now lies incarcerated 
in a publie jail in the province of New Brunswick. Is 
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not redress urgently called for? Must not this unoffending 
citizen be immediately released ? 

Permit me, sit, to add my confident belief that the Pre- 
sident, on this presentation of the facts relative to this out- 
rage upon the national as well as the State rights, will not 
fail to demand the immediate release of Ebenezer S. Greely, 
and to interpose suitable claims of indemnity for the wrongs 
so wantonly enforced upon him. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

Hon. Joun Fonrsrru, 

Secretary of Slate of United Slates. 





An additional act providing for the distribution and repay- 
ment of the public money apportivned to the State of 
Maine on deposite by the Government of the United 
States. 


Sec. |. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives in Legislature assembled, ‘That the time al- 
lowed to the respective cities, towns, and plantations, in 
which to take the census and make returns thereof to the 
State treasurer is hereby extended to the twentieth day of 
June next. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the treasurer is 
hereby directed to distribute the amount of the second in- 
stalment of the surplus revenue among the cities, towns, 
and plantations, according to the number of their respec 
tive scholars, as borne on the school fund apportionment 


of the present year. And the third instalment shall be | 


distributed according to the same apportionment, unless 
the census required by the act to which this is additional 


shall be fully made, and the returns thereof to the treasu- | 


rer completed, by the first day of July next. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, 'That the third and fourth 
instalments.shall be distributed among the towns, planta- 
tions, cities, and unincorporated places, in such manner as 
that the aggregate of the four instalments shall be in exact 
proportion to their population, as ascertained by said 
census. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That, in addition to the 
enumeration required by the act aforesaid to be taken by 
the county commissioners, it shall be the duty of the county 
commissioners of the county of Penobscot to take the enu- 
meration or census of all the inhabitants of said county re- 
siding north of the surveyed and located townships. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the treasurer be 
directed to cause the first section of this act to be forthwith 
published in all the newspapers that publish the laws of 
the State. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the act to which 
this is additional, and also this act, shall take effect and 
be-in force from the times of the passage thereof respec- 
tively. 

[Approved by the Governor March 29, 1837.] 


llth, 12th and 13th sections of an act providing for the 
disposition and repayment of the public money appor- 
tioned to the State of Maine on deposite by the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 


Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, ‘That, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the population of the several cities, towns, and 
plantations, in this State, the aldermen of cities, the select- 
men of towns, and the assessors of plantations, are hereby 
authorized, at the expense of their respective cities, towne, 
and plantations, to cause the number of the inhabitants 
thereof, (omitting in such enumeration foreigners not 
naturalized, whose residence has not been established at 
least four years in any of the cities, towns, or plantations, 
or other place wherein such enumeration is to be made, 


rections of this act. ‘The said cnumeration shall distin- 





guish all persons under the age of four years; those of 
four and under twenty-one; and those of twenty-one and 
upwards, belonging to each city, town, and plantation in 
this State, on the first day of March, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-seven. 

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That said aldermen, 
selectmen, or assessors, or such person or persons as shall 
be appointed by them for that purpose, shall respectively, 
before entering upon the performance of their duty as 
aforesaid, take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, before 
some justice of the peace, for the faithful performance of 
their duties, in substance as follows: 

I, » of , do solemnly swear (or affirn) 
that I will truly and faithfully make a full and perfect en- 
umeration and description of the persons resident within 
the of on the first day of March, eighteen hun. 
dred and thirty-seven, and return the same to the treasurer 
of Maine, agreeably to the directions of an act entitled 
‘* an act providing for the disposition and repayment of the 
public money apportioned to the State of Maine on deposit: 
by the Government of the United States,” according to the 
best of my ability ; and that I will make said enumeration 
and description by actual inquiry at every dwelling-house 
in said or personal inquiry of the head of every family, 
and not otherwise. 

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That said enumeration 
shall be fully completed, and accurate returns thereof madc 
to the treasurer of the State, on or before the twentieth day 
of April next; which returns shall be made in a schedule, 
the form of which (with the form of the oath specified in 
this section) shall be provided and furnished by said treas- 
urer, and they shall distinguish the several families by the 
name of their master, mistress, or head. And the person 
taking such enumerativn shall take and subscribe upon 
the returns rendered by him, an oath or affirmation as 
follows : 

I, ——, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the 
number of persons set forth in the return made by me, 
agreeably to the provisions of the act entitled ‘* an aet pro- 
viding for the disposition and repayment of the public 
money apportioned to the State of Maine on deposite | 
the Government of the United States,” has been ascertain- 
ed by an actual inquiry at every dwelling house, or a per 
sonal inquiry of the head of every family, in conformity 
with the provisions of said act; and that the return afore- 
said is correct and true, according to the best of my know- 
ledge and belief. a 8B. 

And the blank forms which the treasurer is to transmit 
shall be forwarded to the sheriffs of the respective counties, 
whose duty it shall be to cause the same to be forthwith 
distributed to the clerks of the respective cities, towns, and 
plantations. And the sheriff’s bill therefor shall be pre- 
sented to the Legislature for allowance. 


























DerantmMent or Srare, 
Washington, July 14, 1837. 
Sin: Your letter of the 3d instant has been received. 
The surprise you express that the information contained in 
the letter of Mr. Greely, which accompanied your fore: 
communication, was not considered sufficient to enable the 
President to make a formal application to the British Cio- 
vernment for his release, has probably arisen from your 


| not having adverted particularly to the defects of his state. 


ment. It was not expressly mentioned for what offence 
the arrest was made, nor where it took place, upon the 
territory in dispute between the United States and Great 
Britain or beyond it.- The character of the charge and 
the place at which the offence was committed might have 


, been inferred from what was stated ; but you must perceive 
and Indians not taxed,) to be taken, according to the di- | the impropriety of a formal complaint from one Govern- 


ment to another founded upon inference, when the means 
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of ascertaining and presenting the facts distinctly were 
within the power of the partycomplaining. But although 
this Department felt itself constrained by these considera- 
tions to delay a formal application to the British Govern- 
ment for the release of Mr. Greely, it lost no time, as has 
been already stated, in procuring the interference to that 
end of the British minister near this Government; and I 
have now the satisfaction to inform you that T have learnt 
from him that he has opened a correspondence with the 
Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, which it is ex- 
pected will lead to the release of Greely from confinement, 
without avaiting for the decision of his Britannic Majesty's 
Government on the whole question. . 
The information communicated to the Department since 
the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, is sufficiently 


STATE OF MAINE. 
Executives Department, Ju/y 28, 1837. 


Sin: Impelled by a sense of duty, arising from the aver- 
sight committed to me of the rights and interests of this 
State, I beg leave to invite the attention of your excellency 
to the subject of the northeastern boundary of Maine. By 
the Federal compact, the obligation of defending each State 
against foreign invasion, and of protecting it in the exercise 
of its jurisdictional rights up to its extreme line of bound- 
ary, is devolved upon the National Government. Permit 
me respectfully to inform the President that, in the opinion 
of the people of Maine, the justice due to this State, in this 
respect, has not been rendered. 

Let it not be suspected that the discontents which are 
moving strongly and deeply through the public mind, flow 


explicit, and a note founded upon it has been, by direction 
of the President, addressed to Mr. Stevenson, instructing 
him to demand the immediate liberation of Mr. Greely, 


from any deficiency of attachment or practical adhesion to 
our National Government. Without appealing to the blood 


soe 


Toate 


a 


be 
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and indemnity for his imprisonment. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hon. Ronert P. Duxtar, 
Governor of the State of Maine. 
P. S. The papers asked for in your letter of the 27th 
ultimo will be sent to you. 
STATE OF MAINE. 
Executive DerartTMeENT, 
Augusta, June 27, 1837. 
Sir: I would respectfully solicit copies of all documents 
and papers in the Department of State of the United States, 
in relation to the subject of the northeastern boundary, 
with the exception of such as were furnished this depart- 
ment by the General Government in the year 1827. It is 
understood that copies have been furnished relative to this 
subject down to the respective statements submitted by the 
two Governments to the King of the Netherlands, but the 
arguments we have not been furnished with. 
lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 
Hon. Joun Fonsyta, 
Secretary of State of the United States. 





Department or Starr, 
Washington, July 19, 1837. 
Sir: In compliance with the request contained in your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit to 
you a printed volume, containing a statement on the part of 
the United States of the case referred, in pursuance of the 
convention of the 29th September, 1827, between the said 


States and Great Britain, to the King of the Netherlands | 


for his decision thereon, and to refer you, for such other 
papers and documents in relation to the northeastern 


boundary as have not been specially furnished by this De- | 
partment to the Executive of Maine, to the following num- | 
bers in the volumes of documents of the Senate and House | 
of Representatives, distributed under a resolution of Con- | ; 

| tensions, but in supplying new encouragements to the ag- 
| gressors. Diplomatic ingenuity, the only foundation of the 


gress, and which have been from time to time transmitted 
to the several State Governments, including that of Maiue. 


Documents of the House of Representatives. 
Ist session 20th Congress, No. 217, 218. 
2d session 20th Congress, No. 90. 
2d session 23d Congress, No. 62. 
Documents of the Senate. 
Ist session 24th Congress, No. 414. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH, 


Secretary of State. 
Hon. Rosrrr P. Duntap, eerelury of 


Governor of Maine. 





so freely poured out in war by the citizens of Maine; to 
the privations so cheerfully endured while the restrictive 
measures of the Government were prostrating the most im- 
portant interests of this commercial people, or to the sup- 
port of the Union so cordially given through every vicissi- 
tude up to the present hour; such a suspicion, if it could 
arise, would be sufficiently refuted by merely adverting to 
the forbearance with which they have so long endured the 
aggressions by a foreign Government upon their sovereign - 
ty, their citizens, and their soil. 

It would be easy to prove that the territory of Maine ex- 
tends to the highlands north of the St. John. But that 
point, having been not only admitted but successfully de- 
monstrated by the Federal Government, needs not now 
to be discussed. Candor, however, requires me to say 
that this conceded and undeniable position ill accords with 
the proceedings in which the British authorities have for 
many years been indulged, and by which the rightful ju- 
risdiction of Maine has been subverted, her lands ravaged 
of their most valuable products, and her citizens dragged 
beyond the limits of the State, to undergo the sufferings 
and ignominies of a foreign jail. ‘These outrages have been 
made known to the Federal Government ; they have been 
the subject of repeated remonstrances by the State, and 
these remonstrances seem as often to have been contemned. 


| It cannot be deemed irrelevant for me here to ask, amid all 


these various impositions, and while Maine has been vigor- 
ously employed in sustaining the Union, and in training her 


children to the same high standard of devotion to the po- 


litical institutions of the country, what relief has been 
brought to us by the Federal Government! The invaders 
have not been expelled. The sovereignty and soil of the 
State are yet stained by the hostile machinations of resi- 
dent emissaries of a foreign Government. The territory 
ane the jurisdiction of six millions of acres, our title to 
which the Government of the United States has pronoun- 
ced to be perfect, have, without the knowledge of Maine, 
been once put entirely at hazard. Grave discussions, 
treaty arrangements, and sovereign arbitration, have been 
resorted to, in which Maine was not permitted to speak, 
and they have resulted, not in removing the factitious pre- 


British claim, has been arrayed against the perfect right. 

In the mean time a stipulation made by the Executive 
of the nation, without the knowledge of Maine, purported 
to preclude her from reclaiming her rightful jurisdiction 
until the slow process of a negotiation should be brought 
to a close. Whatever the real force of that stipulation 
might be, made as it was without the concurrence of the 
two branches of the treaty-making power, it was hoped, 
when it expired by the closing up of that negotiation, that 
a measure fraught with such hurtful consequences to 
Maine would not again be attempted. But that hope was 
o be disappointed, and now, by a compact of similar 
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character, a writ of protection appears to have been spread 
by our own Government over the whole mass of British 
aggressions. What then has the Federal Government done 
fur this State? May it not be said, in the language of 
another, ‘* Maine has not been treated as she endeavored 
to deserve 1” : 

On the 22d day of April last, I had the honor to 
transmit to your excellency certain resolves passed by 
the Legislature of this State, relative to the northeastern 
boundary, and, in behalf of the State, to call upon the 
President of the United States to cause the line to be ex- 
plored and surveyed, and monuments thereon erected. 
That this call, made by direction of the Legislature, did 
not extend to the expulsion of invaders, but merely to the 
ascertainment of the treaty line, will, I trust, be viewed as 
it was designed to be, not only as an evidence of the con- 
tinued forbearance of Maine, but as a testimonial of the 
confidence she cherished that the Federal Executive would 
protect the territory, after its limitation should be ascer- 
tained. That this application would meet with favor 
from the Federal Executive was expected, more especially 
as Congress had made a specific appropriation for the pur- 
pose. I will not attempt to conceal the mortification I 
have realized, that no reply has been made to that com- 
munication, nor any measures taken, so far as my inform- 
ation extends, for effecting the object proposed. 

It now remains, that in the exercise of that faithfulness 
for which I stand solemnly pledged to the people of Maine, 
I should again commend to the attention of the National 
Executive this apparently unwelcome but really import- 
ant subject. 

I have therefore the honor again to request that the 
President will cause the treaty line upon the northeastern 
limits of Maine to be run and marked, and I cannot but 
hope that, on a re-examination of the subject, your excel- 
lency will concur with this State in relation to the right- 
fulness and the necessity of the measure proposed, as well 
as to all the remedies to he adopted for restoring to Maine 
the invaluable rights from which she has so long been de- 
barred. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your 
obedient servant, ROBERT P. DUNLAP. 

To his Excellency Mant1~ Vaw Burex, 

President of the United States. 





Department or Starr, 
Washington, August 17, 1837. 

Sin: Your letter of the 28th ultimo, to the President, 
was duly received. It has been referred to this Depart- 
ment, with instructions to make a suitable reply. 

Your excellency is of opinion that the Federal Govern- 
ment has, for a series of years, failed to protect the State 
of Maine in the exercise of her jurisdictional rights to the 
extent of her boundary, and complains that these rights 
have been, in consequence thereof, subverteJ, the lands of 
the State ravaged of their most valuable productions, and 
her citizens subjected to imprisonment in a foreign jail. 
Your excellency particularly objects to the course of the 
Federal Government for having, without the knowledge of 
the State, put entirely at hazard the title of Maine, admit- 
ted by the Government of the United States to be perfect 
to the territory in question, by the resort to diplomatic cis- 
cussions, treaty arrangements, and foreign arbitration, in 
which Maine was not permitted to speak ; for having en- 
tered into a stipulation, without her consent, purporting 
to preclude the State from retaining her rightful jurisdic- 
tion, pending a negotiation, and for the continuance of it 
after that negotiation was supposed to have been conclud- 
ed; and for an omission, on the part of the Executive of 
the United States, to compiy with an application of the 
State, made through her Legislature, to have the boundary 
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line between Maine and the British North American pos- 
sessions explored, surveyed, and monuments erected there- 
on, in pursuance of the authority conferred on the Presi- 
dent by Congress, and of a request made by your excel- 
lency, which is now renewed. 

The views which your excellency has been pleased to 
take of the subject at this time, embrace measures, sone 
of which have long since ceased to be operative, and reaci 
back to the propriety of the stipulations entered into by 
the treaty of Ghent; also, of the subsequent negotiation 
designed to bring those stipulations to a satisfactory result, 
in the mode prescribed by that treaty—that of arbitrgment. 
It being, as your excellency states, the opinion of Maine 
that those proceedings were unjust and unwise, it is, in a 
matter in which she is so deeply interested, her undoubt- 
ed right to say so; yet the President thinks that he cannot 
be mistaken in believing that no practical good can, at 
this time, be expected from discussion between the Fed- 
eral and State Governments upon those points. That the 
measures referred to have not been as fortunate in their 
results as was hoped, is entirely true, but your excellency 
may nevertheless be assured that they had their origin in 
a sincere desire, on the part of the Federal Government, 
to discharge all its duties towards the State of Maine as a 
member of the Union, and were resorted to in the full be- 
lief that her just rights would be promoted by their adop- 
tion. 

In speaking of the restrictions imposed-upon Maine in 
reclaiming her rightful} jarisdiction, your excellency doubt- 
lessly refers to the understanding between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and that of Great Britain, that each party should 
abstain from the exercise of jurisdiction over the disputed 
territory during the pendency of negotiation. Unless it be 
correct to say that the controversy was one that did not adinit 
of negotiation, and that the duty of the Federal Government 
consisted only in an immediate resort to maintain the con- 
struction put by itself upon its own rights and those of the 
State of Maine, there would seem to be no reasonable ob- 
jection to such an arrangement as that alluded to, whether 
it be viewed in respect to the interests or the pacific and 
just characters of the respective Governments, ‘That this 
arrangement was not abrogated at the period at which your 
excellency is understood to suppose that it ought to have 
been done, viz: upon the failure of a settlement of the con- 
troversy by arbitration, is explained by events of sulbse- 
quemt occurrence. When the award of the arbitrator was 
submitted by the late President to the Senate of the United 
State, that body refused its advice and consent to the 
execution of the award, and passed a resolution recom- 
mending to him to open a new negotiation with Great 
Britain for the ascertainment of the boundary according to 
the treaty of peace of 1783. ‘That negotiation was forth- 
with entered upon by the Executive, is still pending, and 
has been prosecuted with unremitting assiduity. It is un- 
der such circumstances that the Federal Executive has de- 
cided upon a continued compliance with the arrangement 
referred to, and has insisted also upon its observance on the 
part of Great Britain. 

Considerations of a similar nature have induced the 
President to refrain hitherto from exercising the diacretion- 
ary authority with which he is invested, to cause the boun- 
dary line in dispute to be explored, surveyed, and monu- 
ments to be erected thereon, Coinciding with the Govern- 
ment of Maine on the question of the true boundary be- 
tween the British provinces and the State, the President is 
yet bound by duty to consider the claim which has been 
set up by a foreign Power in amity with the United States, 
and the circumstances under which the negotiation for the 
adjustment of that claim has been transmitted to him. It 
could not be useful to examine the foundation of the British 
claim in a letter to your excellency, Respect for the au- 
thorities of a friendly nation compels us to admit that they 
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have persuaded themselves that their claim is justly ground- 
ed. However that may be, the present President of the 
United States, upon entering on the discharge of the duties 
of his office, found that a distinct proposition had been 
made by his professor for the purpose of amicably settling 
this long-disputed controversy, to which no answer has yet 
been received. Under such circumstances, the President 
was not able to satisfy himself, however anxious to gratify 
the people and the Legislature of Maine, that a step like 
that recommended by them could be usefully or properly 
taken. 

The clause containing the specific appropriation made 
by the last Congress, for exploring, surveying, and mark- 
ing certain portions of the northeastern boundary of the 
United States, to which your excellency alludes, is by no 
means imperative in its character. The simple legislative 
act of placing a sum of money under the control of the Ex- 
ecutive for a designated object, is not understood to be a 
direction that it must in any event be immediately applied 
to the prosecution of that object. On the contrary, so far 
from implying that the end in view is to be attained at all 
hazards, it is believed that it merely vests a discretionary 
power in the President to carrry out the views of Congress, 
on his own responsibility, should contingencies arise to 
render expedient the proposed expenditure. 

Under existing circumstances the President deems it 
preper to wait for the definitive answer of the British Gov- 
ernment to the last proposition offered by the United States: 
when received, a further communication to your excellency 
may be found proper ; and if se, will be made without un- 
necessary delay. 

It cannot be necessary to assure your excellency that the 
omission to reply to your communication forwarding to this 
Department the resolutions of the Legislature of Maine, did 
not, in any degree, arise either from a want of respect for 
their wishes, or for the wishes of your excellency, or from 
indifference to the interests of the State. When these reso- 
lutions were received, there was every reason, at no distani 
day, to expect what is now daily looked for, a definitive 
answer to the proposition just alluded to, to which the at- 
tention of the British Government had been again forcibly 
invited about the time those resolutious were on their pas- 
sage. Under this expectation, a reply to the application 
from Maine was temporarily delayed ; the more readily, as, 
about the time of its reception, the Representatives of 
Maine, acting in reference to one of those resolutions, had 
a full and free conversation with the President. The most 
recent proceedings relative to the question of boundary 

were shown to them in this Department by his directions, 
and the occasion thus afforded was cheerfully embraced of 
offering frank and unreserved explanations of the Presi- 
dent’s views. 

Of the recent events which have called the attention of 
the State of Maine to the question of the northeastern 
boundary, and which have been brought by it to the notice 
of the President, one, the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. 
Greely, has already been made the subject of communica- 
tion with your excellency. All that it was competent for 
the Federal Executive to do, has been done. Redress has 
been demanded, will be insisted upon, and is expected, 
{rom that authority from whoni alone redress can properly 
be sought. The President has followed the same course 
that was pursued by one of his predecessors, and which was 
understood to be satisfactory to the State of Maine under 
circumstances of a somewhat similar character. In re- 
spect to the other—the projected construction of a railroad 
between St. Andrew’s and Quebec—a representation has 
been addressed to the British Government, stating that the 
proposed measure is inconsistent with the understanding 
between the two Governments to preserve the status quo 
in the disputed territory until the question of boundary be 
satisfactorily adjusted, remonstrating against the project as 




































































contrary to the American claim, and demanding a suspen- 
sion of all further movements in cxecution of it. No an- 
swer has yet been received to this communication. From 
an informal conversation between the British minister at 
Washington and myself, at the Department of State, the 
President is, however, firm in the conviction that the at- 
tempt to make the road in question will not be farther 
prosecuted. 
I am, in conclusion, directed to inform you that however 
unbounded may be the confidence of the Legislatare and 
people of Maine in the justice of their claim to the boun- 
dary contended for by the United States, the President’s is 
not less so; and your excellency may rest assured that no 
exertions have been, or shall be, spared on his part, to 
bring to a favorable and speedy termination a question in- 
volving interests so highly important to Maine and to the 
Union. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, &c. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Excellency Rosenat P. Dunuap, 
‘ Governor of Muine. 





DepartTMENT oF Starr, 
Washington, August 25, 1837. 
- Sin: I have the honor to transmit to your excellency, 
by direction of the President, the copy of a note from the 
British minister at Washington, dated yesterday, stating 
that the Government of her Britannic Majesty has been 
pleased to direct the immediate discontinuance, by the col- 
onial authorities of Lower Canada and New Brunswick, 
respectively, of all operations connected with the projected 

railroad between the cities of Quebec and St. Andrew’s. 
Mr. Fox took occasion, on Wednesday last, to inform 
me that Mr. Greely had been discharged from imprison- 
ment at Frederickton ; a fact of which, doubtlessly, your 
excellency has been sometime since apprized. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, &e. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Excellency Rosent P. Duntap, 

Governor of Maine. 





DeraRTMENT oF Starr, 

Washington, March 23, 1837. 

The undersigned, Secretary of S:ate of the United 
States, has the honor, by direction of the President, to in- 
vite the attention of Mr. Fox, his Britannic Majesty’s en- 
voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary, to a subject 
which, from its high importance, demands the prompt con- 
sideration of iis Majesty’s Government. 
It appears from representations and documents recently 
received at the Department of State, that a number of in- 
habitants of the town of St. Andrew’s, in New Brunswick, 
associated themselves together, in the year 1835, by the 
name of the St. Andrew’s and Quebec Railroad Associa- 
tion, for the purpose of bringing into public notice the 
practicability of constructing a railway between those ports ; 
and that sundry resolutions were passed in furtherance of 
this object; that the project was sanctioned and patronised 
by the Governor-in-chief of British North America, the 
Lieutenant Governors of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
and the Legislatures and people of the provinces of Lower 
Canada and New Brunswick; that the route of the propo- 
sed railroad had been explored as far as the head-waters of 
the St. John river by surveyors employed by the associa- 
tion ; that an act has actually passed the Legislature of New 
Brunswick incorporating this company: and that a similar 
act was expected to be passed in Lower Canada; that letters 
were addressed to the boards of trade of Quebec and Mon- 
treal, requesting their co-operation ; thatt hese communica- 
tions were favorably received ; and that petitions had been 
furwarded to his Britannic Majesty, signed by committees of 
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the association, and by inhabitants of the cities of Quebec 
and Montreal, soliciting the construction of a railway be- 
tween the ports above-named, or the extension of royal aid 
and protection to the petitioners in the proposed under- 
taking. 

Without allowing himself for a moment to believe that 
his Britannic Majesty’s Government will in any manner 
countenance the projected railroad from St. Andrew’s to 
Quesec, when the slightest inspection of the map of the 
country which it crosses will show that its intended loca- 
tion would be, for a great portion of the route, an encroach- 
ment upon the territory in dispute between the United 
States and Great Britain, the President yet sees cause for 
painful surprise and deep regret in the fact that the civil 
authorities of his Majesty’s provinces on our Northeastern 
borders should have lent their encouragement to, or should, 
in anywise, have promoted an undertaking which, if per- 
severed in, will inevitably lead to the most disastrous con- 
sequences. ‘I'he object of the association, from its incep- 
tion, was objectionable; since it could only be effected by 
entering upon territory the title to which was controvorted 
and unsettled; a proceeding which could not fail to be of- 
fensive to the Government and people of the United States. 
Still more unjustifiable was the act of sovereignty giving to 
this company corporate powers over property known to he 
claimed by citizens of a friendly and neighboring State, 
and which constituted at the time the subject of an amica- 


ble negotiation between the Government of his Majesty and | 


that of the United States. ‘The President regrets to see 
in this step on the part of his Majesty’s provincial authori- 
ties and subjects, a most exceptionable departure from the 
principle of continuing to abstain, during the progress of 
negotiation, from any extension of the exercise of jurisdic- 
tion within the disputed territory on either side; the pro- 
priety of which has been hitherto so sedulously inculcated 
and so distinctly acquiesced in by both parties. An under- 
standing that this principle should be observed by them, 
was the natural result of the respective positions and pa- 
cific intentions of the two Governments, and could alone 
prevent the exercise of asserted rights by force. Without 
it, the end of all negotiation on the subject would have been 
defeated. If, therefore, nothing had been said by either 
party relative to such an understanding, it would have been 
proper to infer that a tacit agreement to that effect existed 
between the two Governments.. But the correspondence 
between them is sufficiently full and explicit to prevent all 
misconception... The views of both Governments in re- 
spect to it will be found in the letters of the Secretary of 
State to the minister of Great Britain, dated the 18th of 
January, 1826, 9th of January, 11th of March, and 11th of 
May, 1829; and of the British minister to the Secretary of 
State, dated 15th of November, and 2d of December, 
1825; 16th of January, 1827; 18th of February, and 25th 
of March, 1828; and 14th of April, 1833; as well as in 
other communications, which it is deemed needless now to 
designate. 

The undersigned is directed by the President to inform 
Mr. Fox that the prosecution of the enterprise above refer- 
red to will be regarded by this Government as a deliberate 
infringement of the rights of the United States to the ter- 
ritory in question, and as an unwarrantable assumption of 
jurisdiction therein by the British Government; and the 
undersigned is instructed to urge the prompt adoption of 
such measures as may be deemed most appropriate by his 
Majesty’s Government, to suspend any further movements 
in execution of the proposed railroad from St. Andrew’s to 
Quebec, during the continuance of the pending negotiations 
between the two Governments relative to the northeastern 
boundary of the United States. 

The proceedings above alluded to, considered in connex- 
jon with incidents on other parts of the disputed boundary 
line, well known to his Majesty’s ministers, would seem to 
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render it indispensable to the maintenance of those liberal 
and friendly relations between the two countries which 
both Governments are so sincerely anxious to preserve, that 
they should come to a speedy adjustment of the subject. 
The recent resolutions of the State of Maine, to which the 
projected railroad from St. Andrew’s to Quebec gave rise, 
requesting the President of the United States to cause the 
line established by the treaty of 1783 to be run, and mon- 
uments to be established thereon, and the appropriation of 
$20,000 by Congress, at their late session, to enable the 
Executive to carry that request into effect, with a subse- 
quent earnest application from the representatives of Maine 
for an immediate compliance with it, afford additional in- 
centives to exertion to bring this controversy to a conclu- 
sion, not to be disregarded by the President of the United 
States. , 

The President, therefore, awaits with great anxiety the 
decision of his Majesty’s Government on the proposition 
made by the undersigned te his Majesty’s chargé d’ affairs at 
Washington, in February, 1836, suggesting the river St. 
John’s from its mouth to its source, as an eligible and con- 
venient line of boundary. No small degree of disappoint- 
ment has been felt that this decision, already long expect- 
ed, has not been given; but the hope is entertained that 
the result of this protracted deliberation will prove favorable 
to the wishes of the President; and that, even if that prop- 
osition be not acceded to his Britannic Majesty, some deti- 
nitive offer, looking to a prompt termination of the contro- 
versey, will be made without further delay. 

The undersigned avails himself of this nccasiun to renew 
to Mr. Fox the assurance of his distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Henrr S. Fox, Esq., 

Minister Plenipotentiary, &c. 





Wasurneron, March 28, 1837. 


The undersigned, his Britannic Majesty’s envoy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary, has had the honor 
to receive the official note, addressed to him under date of 
the 23d instant, by Mr. Forsyth, Secretury of State of the 
United States, upon the subject of information received by 
the United States Government of a projected railroad be- 
tween the cities of Quebec and St. Andrew's, and upon 
certain other matters connected with the question of the 
boundary line between the United States and the British 
possessions in North America. 

The undersigned, in accordance with the wishes of the 
Presi:lent, signified in Mr. Forsyth’s official note, wil! not 
fail immediately to convey that note to the knowledge of 
hie Government at home; and he entertains no doubt that 
his Majesty’s Government will proceed to the consideration 
of the severel matters therein contained, with the serious 
and ready attention that their importance deserves. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to re- 
new to Mr. Forsyth the assurance of his high esteem and 
consideration, 

H. 8S. FOX. 

Hon. Joun Fonrsyta, Secretary of State. 





WasHINeTon, August 24, 1837. 

Sir: With reference to the official note which, by di- 
rection of the President, you addressed to me on the 23d of 
March last, respecting a projected railroad between the 
cities of Quebec and St. Andrew’s, which, it was apprehend- 
ed, would, if carried into effect, traverse a part of the terri- 
tory at present in dispute between Great Britain and the 
United States, Iam now enabled to inform you that, in 
consideration of the arguments and observations contained 
in your note, her Majesty’s Government has been pleased 
to direct the colonial authorities of Lower Canada and New 
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with the above-mentioned project, within the limits of the 
disputed territory, to be immediately discontinued. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, &c., 
H, 8. FOX. 
Hon. Joun Fonsreu, Seerctary of State. 


Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston.— Extract. 


The undersigned will avail himself of the occasion to re- 
mind Lord Palmerston of the urgency which exists for the 
immediate and final adjustment of this long-pending con- 
troversy, [respecting the northeastern boundary,] and the 
increased obstacles which will be thrown in the way of its 
harmonious settlement by these repeated collisions of au- 
thority, and the exercise of exclusive jurisdiction by either 
party within the disputed territory. 

He begs leave, also, to repeat to his lordship assurances 
of the earnest and unabated desire which the President feels, 
that the controversy should be speedily and amicably set- 
tled, and to express the anxiety with which the Govern- 
ment of the United States is waiting the promised decision 
of her Majesty’s Government upon the proposition submit- | 
ted to it as far back as July, 1836, and which the under- 
signed had been led to believe would long since have been 
given ; and he has been further directed to say, that should 
this proposition be disapproved, the President entertains 
the hope that some new one, on the part of her Majesty’s 
Government, will immediately be made for the final and | 
favorable termination of this protracted and deeply-exciting 
controversy. 

The undersigned begs Lord Palmerston to receive re- 
newed assurances of his distinguished consideration. 

A. STEVENSON. 

23 Pontiann Prace, August 10, 1837. 





DUTY BONDS—RENEWAL OF, &c. 





Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
the information required by a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 26th instant, in relation to 
the number of duty bonds which will be renewed or ex- 
tended, and the charges thereon, if the bill which has 
passed the Senate, giving further time, shall become a | 


Treasury DerpartrMeEnrt, September 28, 1837. 


Sin: In obedience to the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 26th instant, directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to furnish ‘‘ a statement of the probable 
number of bonds that will be renewed or extended under 
the operation of the bill which has recently passed the Sen- 
ate, giving further time on duty bonds should the same be- 
come a law; also, what fees or charges, if any, are required 
on the renewal or extension of such bonds, and whether 
such fees or charges can with propriety be reduced,” I have 
the honor herewith to transmit to the House a report from 
the Solieitor of the Treasury, which furnishes the informa- 
tion required. 


I concur with that officer in his views as to the fees which | 


should be allowed to the district attorneys. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LEVI WOODBURY, 


Hon. J. K. Pox, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Orrice or THe Soriciron oF tne Treasuny, 
September 27, 1837. 
Sir: Thad the honor to receive the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 26th instant, referred by 
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able number of the bonds that will be renewed or extended 
under the operation of the bill which has recently passed the 
Senate giving further time on duty bonds, should the same 
become a law; also, what fees or charges, if any, are re- 
quired on the renewal ur extension of such bonds, and 
whether such fees or charges can, with propriety, be re- 
duced.” ‘ 

In reply to the first inquiry, I have to state that the whole 
number of custom-house bonds reported by the collectors as 
delivered to the several district attorneys of the United States 
since the 12th of May last, is 8,180. Of these, it appears 
by the records of this office, that 594 have been since paid ; 
on 408 suits have been instituted ; 4,162 have been actually 
renewed or extended; 2,735 are reported by the district 
attorney of New York to be in process of extension, that 
is to say, application for postponement of suit tas been made 
by the parties, but the necessary bonds not being completed, 
the actual extension has not been reported to this office ; 
and the residue, being 281, executed at other ports than 
New York, are also in process of extension or in suit, the 
respective district attorneys not having made their final 
reports in relation thereto. Among these bonds are not 
incladed any that may have fallen due at the port of New 
York during the present month, none such having been 
reported by the collector as delivered to the district attorney. 
It is impossible to form any calculation, from thé means in 
my possession, of the number of these outstanding bonds 
which the parties will again desire to have renewed or ex- 
tended, should the bill in question become a law. 

In reply to the second inquiry, I have to state that I have 
received several applications from district attorneys, and 
from persons indebted to the United States on custom-house 
bonds, inquiring what compensation was to be paid to the 
former, where the institution of suit was postponed on the 
bonds, either before or after they were due, in pursuance 
of the instructions issued from this office on the 15th May 
last. My reply, after consultation with the Attorney Gen- 
eral, has been, that, as the fees to be charged by the officers 
of the United States are chiefly regulated, under the act of 
Congress, by the Stute laws, the compensation of the dis- 
trict attorney depends on them for all services thereby re- 
quired ; and that for such as are not, he is entitled to reason- 
I was aware of no authority in this 


; | office to interfere; but referred the parties, in eve se 
law. September 29, 1837, read and laid upon the table. | 2 oe ty case 


where they might think any costs were improperly charged, 
to the district judge, as the person vested by law with full 
authority over the subject. 

Finding no general rule had been established by my pre- 


| decessor, in regard to what might be considered a just 


remuneration, where there were no costs taxable by law ; 
and being desirous to submit the matter to the consideration 
of the Attorney General, I addressed a circular letter to the 
several district attorneys, inquiring “ whether any and what 
amount of costs for these services have been taxed or allow- 
| ed in their districts by the district judge ; whether any and 
what costs are allowed for them by the fee bill under which 
costs of suit in the courts of the United States are there 
usually taxed; or, if nonce such have been so allowed or 
provided for, whether any or what provision applicable to 
the same is found in the State fee bill, in operation either 
at the date of the judiciary act or at present.” 
To nearly all these circulars I have received replies; and 


Secretary of the Treasury. | I have caused an abstract of the whole of them to be pre- 


| pared, which is sent herewith, and affords the fullest state- 
| ment in my power to communicate, of the ‘* fees or charges 
that have been required on the renewal or extension of cus- 
| tom-house bonds.” It will be perceived that in no State, 
| except New York and Alabama, are any costs allowed by 
law to an attorney previous to the institution of suit ; that, 
in a few of the States, costs allowed on the institution of 
suit are less if the proceedings end before the first term of 
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the cuurt, return of the wweity or appearance of the acta 
ant, than if further continued; but that, in most cases, 
there is a certain sum fixed as the attorney’s fee, which is 
taxable without diminution at the completion of the suit. 
In no State, except New York, is there any provision by 
law for the compensation of an attorney for preparing 
agreements and documents into which the parties to whom 
indulgence is granted have been required to enter. 

In reply to the inquiry whether such fees or charges can 
with propriety be reduced, I have to observe that it is 
highly expedient that some definite and uniform provision 
should be made by Congress on the subject. None such | 
now exists. In some cases no charge whatever has been 
made by the district attorney for the services rendered, in 


the belief that one would be established before the payment | 


of the bonds, so as to be included therein. ‘The labor re- 
quired from ‘district attorneys is very considerable, more, | 
indeed, than is usual in obtaining judgment in an undis- 
puted suit. The examination of the propriety of postpone- 
ment, the inquiry into the sufficiency, of new security, and 
the preparation and execution of the new obligation, are 
responsible, and in the larger ports very onerous duties. 
In the other cases, where charges have been made for per- 
forming these duties, it will be seen that the amount va- 
ries considerably in the different States, although the ser- 
vice performed is everywhere the same. These circum- 
stances hake it impossible to suggest any general rule of 
reduction. Such discrepancies certainly should not exist. 
The rule of allowance in each case should at all events be 
uniform and fixed by law. Perhaps it would be just that, 


in every instance where the extension is requested by the | 
parties to a bond, the same fees should be allowed as are | 


provided by law, on the termination of a suit before the 
return of the writ; or, if there be no such provision, such 
fees as the district judge may deem reasonable for the ser- 
vice performed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most 
obedient servant, H. D. GILPIN, 

Solictor of the Treasury. 
To the Hon. Luv1 Woopavny, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Abstract of the answers of the district atiorneys to a cir- 
cular of the Solicitor of the Treasury, dated July 13, 


1837, relative lo the compensation to which they are | 


entitled by the laws of the State, or the fee bill under 
which costs are usually taxed in the courts of the Uni- 
ted States, in their several districts, for postponing or 
renewing duty bonds, under the instructions from the 
Solicitor of the Treasury of the \5th of May, 1837. 


District of Maine.—No provision is made by any law 
of the State for the compensaiion of attorneys in cases be- 
fure suit commenced. In cases continued or postponed 
after suit commenced, the allowance by the State fee bill 
is 33 cents for every ten miles of travel to attend court, 
reckoning each way, and 33 cents per day for attendance 
at court. No fee fur postponing duty bonds has been 
charged by the district attorney, or taxed by the court, and 
there is no usage or practice fixing the compensation for 
such services. 

Distriel of New Hampshire-—No provision is made in 
any law or fee bill in force, nor by any usage, for compen- 
sation to attorneys before the institution of suit. No 
charge has been made by the district attorneys for these 
aU rvice . 


District of Massachusetts: —There was not at the date | 


of the judiciary act of 1789, nor is there since, any pro- 
vision in the fee 
for collection of demands without suit, or after writ made, 
if the action is se ee before entry. ‘Ihe usage has been 
in such cases to charge a collecting fee to the debtor. 
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District of. Rhode Island. eT agee’ is no provision for 
such services found in the State fee bill in operation at the 
date of the judiciary act, or at present. No fee has been 
charged or received for ning these bonds. 

District of Connecticut. —Costs are not taxed by the 
court, except in cases where a judgment is rendered. 
Where suit is commenced and process issued, and the mat- 
ter is arranged before judgment, the costs are taxed, ani 
received by the attorney who institutes the suit, and vary 
according as more or less is done. The fee in case of post- 
ponement, after suit commenced, is about $12; in case of 

postponement before suit about $9 34. For executing the 
necessary writings in postponing duty bonds, a fee of $< 
has been charged in each case. 
District of Vermont.—No provision is made by Statc 
| law or fee bill. No bonds have been postponed, ani 
| consequently no charge made. 
| District of New York.—The compensation of attorney, 
I is fixed by State law of 1799, establishing fee bill as fol 
lows, viz: Retaining fee in every case $3 624, and 37} 
cents per folio for drawing, copying, and engrossing in- 
straments prepared for the extension of bonds. For ex- 
tending or postponing duty bonds, the attorney states tha 
his fee under this law is in every case $6 64; but that, 

| in all cases where the bond does not exceed the sum of 
$200, he has deducted one-third of his legal charge. 

| District of Pennsylvania.—The fees allowed by law 

| attorneys in the Supreme Court of this State are as fol. 
lows, viz: 

| Ist. For issuing precept for commencement of a suit, 

| entering appearance, &c., if the suit is ended before or 

during the sitting of the first court, $3 33. 

| 2d. In suits commenced, and ended after first court and 

| before judgment, discontinuance, or non pros. the further 

sum of $6 66. 

3d. In suits prosecuted to judgment, discontinuance, or 

| non pros. $8. 

| ‘The above are the fees which the district attorney is a! 

| lowed by law in such cases. The fee charged and r: 

ceived by the district attorney for postponing duty bonds 

is $3 33. 

Maryland.—The laws of Maryland allow in every ca:‘ 
| an appearance fee of $10. It is taxed in all cases of suit, 
without increase or diminution, and never depends on 
the nature or amount in controversy. The fee charged by 
the attorney for postponing bonds, where the debt exceed: 
| $300, is $10; where the debt is $300, or less, $5. 

Virginia.—A fee of $20 is allowed by law in all cisi! 
suits, and is taxed without increase or diminution. ‘The 
fee charged by the district attorney for postponing bonds 
where the debt exceeds $300, is $10; where the debt 1s 
| $300, or less, $5. 

North Carolina.—A fee of $12 50 is allowed in all 





| cases, and is taxed without increase or diminution, No 


fee has been allowed or charged for postponing or renew- 
ing bonds. 

South Carolina.—No provision is made by the laws o! 
this State for such service, and no fee has been charged | 
| the district attorney, or allowed by the district judge. The 
| attorney expected the compensation to be fixed and charged 
at the time the bonds should be paid. 

Georgia.—No provision is made by the laws of Georgi 
for such service ; and no fee has been charged. 

Alabama.—The district attorney states that a fee of $15 
| is taxed and allowed by the district judge in every case, 
| that the attorney’s lien attaches the moment a bond coines 


| entitled under the laws of the State to this fee for post 
poning duty bonda, under the circular of the Solicitor. 
Louisiana. aNe fee is allowed attorneys by the fee Lill 
under which costs are taxed in the courts of the United 
States for such services, and no provision made for his 





into his hands; and that the district judge thinks he '» 
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compensation. Formerly, a fee of $10 was allowed to the 
attorney of the party prevailing in suits in the parish and 
State courts; that has been repealed, and there is now no 
provision in such cases. No charge has been made or al- 
lowed for postponing duty bonds under the circular of the 
Solicitor. 


SUB-TREASURY SYSTEM. 


Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
an estimate of the probable enses attendant upon a 
sub-Treasury system. September 30, 1837, r and 


laid upon the table. 


Treasury Derartment, September 30, 1837. 

Sin: This report is submitted in compliance with the 
following resolution, passed on the 28th instant, und re- 
ceived at the Department this day : 

‘* Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quired to furnish this House with a statement of the num- 
ber of sub-treasuries which will be required, it the bill 
imposing additional duties as depositaries in certain cases 
on public officers should become a law; and further, how 
many new officers must be created ; if any, how many new 
buildings to be erected, and what will be, as nearly as he 
can estimate it, the annual expense of the system; what 
the salaries to be paid the officers, or what will be the com- 
missions to which they will be entitled.” 

In answer to the first inquiry, I would state that I have 
had recurrence to the printed bill of the House of Repre- 
sentatives “imposing additional duties as depositaries in 
certain cases on public officers, and for other purposes,” 
and which is supposed to be the bill referred to in the resolu- 
tion. Under that bill, if in its present form it should be- 
come a law, I should not feel authorized to appoint any 
number of **new officers,” whether called ‘‘sub-treasu- 
rers,” or otherwise, and created either to keep or disburse 
the public money. The bill seems merely to impose fur- 
ther duties, as depositaries, on the officers now existing, 
and employed in the collection of the customs and lands, 
and in the Post Office and mint. The number of those 
in each of these establishments, if that information be de- 
sired, appears, with a few exceptions, and more accurately 
than could otherwise be stated without delay, in the last 
Biennial Register, published by the State Department, un- 
der the direction of Congress, and to which [ would respect- 
fully refer for that purpose. 

As to the second inquiry, it may be observed that, in 
one of the plans suggested by this Department in the re- 
port at the commencement of the session, it was proposed 
that from four to ten ‘* new officers,”’ separate from and in- 
dependent of those now in existence, might be authorized 
to act as commissioners, or keepers of the public money, 
at those important points where it should accumulate much 
beyond the current expenditures. 

_ But that plan does not appear to be incorporated into the 
bill before me. 

In reply to the third question, I would state that no 
‘* new buildings” seem to be contemplated by this bill, nor 
have any been cunsidered necessary by this Department. 

In answer to the fourth inquiry, ‘* what will be, as near- 
ly as he can estimate it, the annual expénse of the system ; 
what the saluries to be paid to the officers, or what will be 
the commissions to which they will be entitled,” the follow- 
ing statement is presented : 

As the bill now stands, in the fourth section, an allow- 
ance exists which covers the additional expenses authorized 
by its provisions. 

That allowance is not considered as sanctioning any com- 
missions, or any new salaries, to any of the keepers of the 
public money. 

But if independent commissioners or agents had heen 
authorized, as proposed in one of the plans submitted by 
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the Department for consideration, it was estimated that 
their number would be only from four to ten, and their 
salaries not exceed on an average $2,000 annually, with- 
out commissions. 

That plan not being adopted, the only additional expen- 
ses of the system annually, as permitted by the above sec- 
tion in the present bill, would be “ for clerks, fire-proof chests 
or vaults, or other necessary expenses of safe-keeping, 
transferring, and disbursing said moneys.” 

It is computed that, in all, from ten to twenty addition - 
al clerks may be necessary at the most important points of 
collection and disbursement. As the warrants paid at the 
places of the greatest receipts and disbursements do not 
generally exceed four or five per day, that number of 
clerks will probably be amply sufficient. 

Fifteen -at $1,000 salary per year will be $15,000, and 
it is not supposed that the compensation need, on an 
average, exceed that amount. 

At a similar number of places additional iron chests, 
safes, cr vaults may be necessary ; but, as they now exist 
at several ports and land offices, and the first cost of them 
will not have to be renewed annually, it is computed that 
the yearly expense for these will not exceed the sum of 
$10,000. 

The only other additional expenses contemplated will be 
some small items for blank books, transfers, &c. But the 


| last will probably not amount to any thing beyond, if it 


equal, what is now paid for conveying money to the banks 
from the land offices. 

Should the Treasurer, as recommended in my recent re- 
port on the finances, be permitted to receive money in ad- 
vance for lands, at such points as may be selected by him 
for public convenience, little or no expense whatever will 
occur in transfers. 

The whole additional expense under the bill mentioned 
is, therefore, computed not to exceed yearly the aggregate 
of $25,000. 

Respectfully yours, 
* LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

To the Honorable James K. Potx, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





STATE OF THE TREASURY. 


—_— 


September 30, 1837. Submitted to the House of Repre- 
sentatives by Mr. Cambreleng, and ordered to be print- 


ed. 
Estimate of the state of the Treasury, and of its out- 
standing resources and liabilities on the \st of January, 
1838, excluding the amount deposited with the States, 
and,assuming that ten millions of Treasury notes will 
have been issued, and that all the custom se bonds 
and claims upon the banks be postponed till next year. 


Estimated to be in the Treasury on the 
lst October, in money, - $1,000,000 
Do do in the mint, - 500,000 
——_———._ $1,500,000 
Estimated receipts in the last quarter from 


lands and customs, - - - 2,000,000 
Do do from Treasury notes, . - 10,000,000 
13,500,000 


Expenditures in the last quarter, including 
new appropriations made at the present ses- 
sion for the Florida war, the expenses of 
the session, the payment of debentures, &c., 10,500,000 


$3,000,000 
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Oulstanding resources. 


Probable amount which will re- 
main unpaid by the banks, and 


payable in 1838, - - $7,000,000 
Custom-house bonds payable in 

1838, - « - - 6,000,000 
Bonds in suit, - - 1,000,000 
Bonds due from the sufferers by 

the fire in New York, payable 
* in 1839-40, and ’41, - 1,000,000 


Instalments due from the Bank of 
the United States in 1838~’39, 
and ’40, exclusive of interest, 6,000,000 
————_——._ 21,000,000 


—_— 


$24,000,000 


Liabilities. 
Outstanding appropriations, de- 
ducting the amount which may 
probably be curtailed, - $12,000,000 
Treasury notes, - - 10,000,000 
———-—- $22,000,000 


TREASURY NOTES. 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
copies of his correspondence with individuals, banks, 
&c., in relation to an issue of Treasury notes under au- 


thority of the Government of the United States. Oc- 
tober 3, 1837, read and laid upon the table. 


Treasury DerarntMent, October 3, 1837. 


Sin: This report is presented in obedience to a reso- 
lution, received the 2d instant, in the following words: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to this House copies of all official 
correspondence between the Department and all indi- 
viduals, banks, or other corporations, relative to a bill now 
before Congress to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause the issue of Treasury notes, and relative to 
the disposition of such notes; together with copies of all 
documents or papers on file in the Department relative 
thereto.” 

Sometime since it was perceived that the appropriate com- 
mittees in both Houses of Congress had reported bills pro- 
viding for the issue of Treasury notes on an interest to be 
regulated by the President, but not to exceed six per cent. 
It was obvious if such a measure should become a law, in 
the exhausted condition of the Treasury as to funds on 
the seaboard, that a great pressure and a strong public ne- 
cessity would exist for the immediate emission of some of 
those notes. But they could not properly be issued with- 
out fixing on the face of them a definite rate of interest ; 
and it was very desirable that this rate should be such as 
was just and proper for the public claimants as well as the 
Government, considering the present condition of the money 
market. For the purpose of aiding the Department season- 
ably to obtain full, practical, and direct intelligence on that 
point, a circular was prepared, a copy of which is annexed, 
marked A. It was supposed that the replies which might be 
received would, in connexion with oral communications and 
other information accessible here, furnish sufficient facts to 
enable the President to decide at once upon the appropri- 
ate rate of interest for such an amount of notes as the im- 
mediate wants of the public service on the seaboard might 
require. 

The circular was addressed to several banks and capital- 
ists in those cities which were least distant, and in which 
the funds that could be raised upon the Treasury notes 
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would probably be first needed. A list of all the banks and 


persons to whom it was sent is added. (B.) 

Such answers as have been received are subjoined. (C 
No. 1 to 14.) 

No further communications have been made by the De- 
partment, growing out of those answers, except in one in- 
stance, to the firm of Prime, Ward, and King. A copy 
of that is annexed. (D.) The above is believed to be all 
the correspondence between the Department and others in 
relation to the subject mentioned in the resolution. 

Should a bill pass similar to either of those now before 
Songress, in respect to ‘T'reasury notes, it is contemplated 
to limit the issues, whether made to individual creditors or 
to lenders of money, to such an amount only as may be 
necessary for meeting the most urgent demands on the 
Government, till full time for general advertisements anil 
offers has elapsed after the passage of the law. The notes 
subsequently paid out can then be fixed at a similar or dif- 
ferent rate of interest, taking care to keep within the legal 
limitation and conform to any essential change which may 
occur in the money market, or in the disposition of either 
creditors, capitalists, or banks, to take them on terms ma- 
terially different. 

The Department, however, from all the information in its 
possession, entertains no doubt that funds in specie can be 
obtained, or that creditors will be disposed to accept in pay- 
ment, at a rate of interest within the limitation proposed in 
the bill, notes sufficient in amount for carrying on, vigor- 
ously and promptly, the public service. 

Respectfully, LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Jamrs K. Pork, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


A. 


Treasury Derantuent, Sept. —, 1837. 

Sir: A bill is now before Congress to authorize the 
President of the United States to cause the issue of 'T'reas- 
ury notes for such sum or sums as he may think expedient ; 
but not exceeding in the whole amount of notes issued, 
the sum of twelve millions of dollars, and of denominations 
of not less than one hundred dollars for any one note, to 
be reimbursed at the Treasury of the United States, after 
the expiration of one year from the dates of the said notes 
respectively. : 

I will thank you to state whether, in the event of the 
passage of this bill, your bank will agrge to receive the 
said notes from the Government, and ‘give the T'reasurer of 
the United States a credit for the amount; to be drawn for 
as may be necessary, and payable in specie if required ; 
and if so to state what amount your bank will receive, and 
the lowest rate of interest to be borne by said notes. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
* CasuEr of the 


The accompanying printed circular, relative to the issue 
of Treasury notes, was addressed to the following banks 
and individuals : 

Banks.—Maine Bank, Portland; Commercial Bank, 
Portsmouth ; Commonwealth Bank, Boston; Merchants’ 
Bank Boston; Bank of America, New York ; Manhattan 
Company, New York ; Girard Bank, Philadelphia; Union 
Bank of Md. Baltimore; Planters and Mechanics’ Bank, 
S. Carolina, Charleston ; Planters’ Bank, Ga., Savannah; 
Branch Bank of Ala., Mobile ; Commercial Bank, N. Or- 
leans; Union Bank, Louisiana, New Orleans; Bank of 
Virginia, Richmond. 





* When addressed to individuals, the word you was substituted for 
your bank, and the address at the bottom made to correspond 
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Individuals.—David Henshaw, Boston ; Peter C, Brooks, In reply to your inquiry, | am instructed to state that, 


Boston ; J. R. Beers, New York; J. J. Astor, New York; | 
Prime, Ward, & King, New York ; J. Wright & sons, N. | 
York; Jacob Ridgway, Philadelphia; Charles McAlister, | 
Philadelphia ; John A. Brown, Philadelphia; Wm. David- 
son & son, Philadelphia; Alex’r Brown & sons, Baltimore ; 
Wm. Wilson, & sons, Baltimore; Robert Gilmor, Balti- 
more; J. I, Cohen, jr. & Brothers, Baltimore. 


C No. 1. 
Bank or Amenica, September 22, 1837. 


Sin: I have received your printed communication of the 
19th instant, inquiring whether this bank would be willing | 
to take any and what portion of the twelve millions of | 
Treasury notes in case they shall be issucd as contemplated, 
and at what rate of interest ; the amount of the notes to be | 
placed to the credit of the T'reasurer of the United States, | 
subject to his drafts, payable in specie if required. In re- | 
ply, I have the honor to inform you that, in the present 
deranged state of the currency, and the unfortunate con- 
dition of the banks and the commercial interests of the 
country, there are considerations of more than ordinary in- 
terest that render it difficult to give a satisfactory answer to 
your inquiry. 

The paramount duty of the banks to resume their pay- | 
ments in specie at as early a day as practicable, and the 
desire and disposition of this bank is, to stand ready at all 
times to co-operate fully and effectually in the measure, | 
renders it, in our opinion, very doubtful whether we could 
at this time, and under such circumstances, -properly and | 
consistently assume the new and extended liabilities that 
we should incur by the receipt of any considerable amount 
of Treasury notes, as suggested in your letter; certainly 
not, unless upon such terms as would be perfectly sure to | 
render them equal to and convertible into specie at any | 
and all times before they shall be redeemed. Without | 
that, we could not with propriety incur the liability to pay 
for them in specie, as we should thereby certainly weaken 
the bank, and if not actually prevent, at least render it less 
able to resume payments in specie at the proper time. 
The question therefore presents, will the Treasury notes, 
bearing an interest of even six per cent., and redeemable 
after twelve months, be equal iv value or equivalent to 
specie in this and our other principal cities? We think 
not, so long at least as specie payments shall be suspend- 
ed, aud for reasons that must, I think, be evident and con- 
clusive. We deem it, therefore, inexpedient for this bank 
to make any offer at this time for any portion of the ‘T’reas- | 
ury notes upon the basis named in your letter. 

I thus frankly state to you our present views of the sub- 
ject, and I offer them with reluctance, because we should 
not only be gratified, but esteem it a particular duty under 
existing circumstances, to avail ourselves of any suitable | 
opportunity to render this bank useful to the Treasury and | 
to the general interests of the country. 

{ have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
GEORGE NEWBOLD, President. 


Hon. Levit Woopavry, - 
Secretary of the Treasury U. S., Washington. 
C No. 2. 


Girarp Bank, 
Philadelphia, September 21, 1837. 


Sin: [received duly your communication of the 19th 
instant, in which you inquire whether, in the event of an | 
issue of Treasury notes being authorized by Congress, | 
this bank will agree to receive such notes from the Govern- 
ment, and give the Treasurer of the United States a credit 
for the amount received, payable in specie if required ; and 
if so, requesting to know what ainount the bank will re- 
ceive, and the lowest rate of interest to be borne by said 
notes. ; 


under existing circumstances, this bank would not be wil- 
ling to increase its immediate specie liabilities, and, therefore, 
would not undertake to receive any portion of the Treasury 
notes above alluded to, upon terms which would involve 
the necessity of their temporary redemption by us in specie. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM D. LEWIS. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvrr, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


C No. 3. 


Battimone, September 23, 1837. 
Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
circular of the 19th instant, which my absence from towu 
till last evening prevented me from replying to earlier. 
The operation in Treasury notes proposed by the De- 
partment on which your inquiries are founded, is one so 
foreign to my usual course of business that T should reluc- 
tantly engage in it at any time, but in the present unsettled 
state of the currency, I am constrained respectfully to de- 
cline it. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ROBERT GILMOR. 
Hon. Secnetany of the Treasury. 


C No. 4. 
Bank or THe Manaattran Company, 
New York, September 22, 1837. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
esteemed letter of the 19th instant, addressed to the cashier 


| of this company, which shall be submitted to the board of 


directors at their next inceting. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant. 
M. GELSTON, Pres. M. C. 
Hon. Levi Woonnsunry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
C No. 5. 
Common weattn Bane. 
Sir: Your favor of the 19th instant, relative to the con 
templated issue of ‘'reasury notes, came duly tohand. The 
directors are of an opinion that it will be impracticable for 
this institution, in the present state of the currency, to ob 
ligate itself to supply specie for Treasury notes. They 
would respectfully state, that should that Department require 
this bank to negotiate the notes, or to pay them out on 


| drafts payable in notes, this service will be cheerfully ren- 


dered. Respectfully, 
CHARLES HOOD, Cashier. 
Hon. Levi Woovevury, 


Seerctary of the Treasury. 
C No. 6. 
Battrmore, September 20, 1837. 

Sin: We have received your communication relative to 
the Treasury notes which it is proposed to authorize the 
President to issue. We beg leave to tender you our acknow- 
ledginents for the proposition therein contained, but being 
exclusively engaged in foreign commerce, and seldom im- 
porting articles subject to duty, these notes would not be 
available for any purposes connected with our busine: 6, 


| and it would not be desirable for us to receive them. 


We are, with great respect, your obedient servants, 
WM. WILSON & SONS. 
Hon. Levi Woonsury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
C No. 7. 
BaLTImMory, Septle mier 20, 1837. 
Sin: We feel obliged for your communication respect- 
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ing the Treasury notes expected to be issued. The price 
at which specie can be obtained being very uncertain, 
and the time proposed by the bill for the redemption of the 
notes being so short, we are unwilling to make any offer 
for them. If they had three or four years to run, bearing 
interest at the rate of five per cent. per annum, we think 
they would be made available as a remittance to England. 

We remain with much respect, your obedient servants, 

ALEX. BROWN & SONS. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


C No. 8. 


Boston, September 26, 1837. 


Sin: I amin receipt of your circular of the 19th, respect- 
ing Treasury notes. 

Ido not wish to take any notes on the terms proposed, 
payable in specie on demand ; but will with great pleasure 
receive and disburse them for the Government, if desired. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DAVID HENSHAW. 

Hon. Levi Woopsavry, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


C No. 9. 
Union Bank or Marriann, Sept. 25, 1837. 


Sir: Your circular, under date of 19th instant, in refer- 
ence to an issue of Treasury notes, has been received, and 
I am desired by the board of directors to state to vou that 
they have the matter under consideration, and that an an- 
swer will be returned in a few days. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, sir, 
your obedient servant. 

H. W. EVANS, President. 

Hon. Levi Woopsurry, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
C No. 10. 
New Yorn, September 22, 1837. 

Sin: We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your communication of the 19th instant, and in reply, beg 
to state that the existing state of affairs renders it difficult 
to name a specie rate for Treasury notes under the proposed 
law, which would at onoe be deemed respectful, and consist- 
ent with our own interest. 

We think Treasury notes, bearing interest at five and 
two-fifths per cent. per annum, of the description named, 
would now command in specie from 92 a 94 per cent., but 
until the law be passed and its probable effects considered, 
it would not be practicable to name a definite rate. 

During Mr. Dallas’s administration of the Treasury 


Department, we realized for the Government a considerable | 


amount of the Treasury notes, convertible into 7 per cent. 
stock, on commission, &c., placing the avails in various 
quarters as the exigency of the case required ; and we should 
cheerfully render any service in our power upon similar terms, 
We have the honor to remain, sir, respectfully yours, 
PRIME, WARD, & KING. 
Hon. Secnetany of the Treasury. 


C No. 11. 
Purtaverenia, Seplember 22, 1837. 


Sir: I received, in due course, your circular of the 19th 
instant, advising that a bill is now before Congress author- 
izing the President to cause the issue of Treasury notes, 
and inquiring on what terms I would agree to receive said 
notes and give the ‘Treasurer of the United States credit for 
the amount so received, and to be drawn and payable in 
specie, if required. 

In the present deranged state of our currency, and the 
difficulty of precuring specie, I should feel that I was in- 


curring too much risk to enter into an engagement of that 
nature at the present time. 
I remain, with great respect, your obediont servant, 
: > yore". RIDGWAY. 
Hon. Lev1 Woopavrr, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
C No, 12. 


Puitavereara, September 25, 1837. 
Sin: At the close of the last week, we had the honor to 
receive your circular of the 19th instant, desiring us to state, 
in the event of Congress authorizing the President to cause 
an issue of Treasury notes, the amount and terms on which 
we would agree to take some of them. At present we are 
not inclined to engage in this business, 
We are, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servar's, 
WM. DAVIDSON & SONS. 
Hon. Levi Woopsvrr, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


C No. 13. 


Commerciat Banx, Pontsmovura, N. H. 
September 27, 1837. 


Sin: I had the-honor to receive your circular letter of the 
19th instant; and the same has been laid before our board 
of directors, who direct me to say that they should be happy 
to receive Treasury notes from the Government, and give 
the Treasurer of the United States a credit for the amount, 
to be drawn for as may be necessary ; provided the same cai 
be paid in the bills of the bank, drafts on Boston banks, o1 
Treasury notes, at the option of the claimant. 

‘The amount of the Treasury notes may be limited to the 
sum required for the public service here; the notes to bear 
such rate of interest as may be agreed on in larger cities. 
It would be out of the power of the bank, without great 
sacrifice, to furnish specie for the drafts of the Treasurer of 
the United States, while the banks in the large cities con 
tinue the suspension of specie payments; besides, if it was 
once understood that the bank was under an agreement 
with the Treasury to pay all public dues in specie, it would 
be demanded in every case. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE MELCHER, Jr., Cashier. 

Hon. Levit Woonnurry, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


C No. 14. 


ie 






Bank or Vineinra, September 30, 1837 


| 
| 
| Srn: Your letter of the 19th instant, in regard to the 
| receipt of Treasury notes, was duly received. While the 
| board of directors have respectfully considered the eubjec', 
| they do not feel justified in agreeing to receive such notes, 
| under the obligation to pay specie for them during the ger 
| eral suspension of specie payments by the banks. ‘Thc 
amount of payments to the United States in this quarter 's 
| so inconsiderable, that it is probable the bank could dispove 
| of very few of the Treasury notes, unless the rate of inte! 
est they should bear might induce money-lenders to tok: 
| them for the sake of that interest. 
| I have to add, that this bank will readily afford all the 
| facility in ite power to the circulation of such T'reasury notes 
| as may coine into its possession in the way of business 
| I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedicn! 
servant, A. ROBINSON, Jnr., Cashier. 
Hon. Lrv1 Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


D. 
Treasury Depantment, Sept. 28, 1837. 


GextiemxEN: Your communication of the 22d was duly 
received, and should your services be required hereafter, in 
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the manner proposed, it will afford me much pleasure to | posed by Texas, and shall have concluded by suggesting 


consider your proposition. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Sceretary of the Treasury. 
Messrs. Prime, Wann, and Kine, New York. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS TO THE UNITED 
STATES. 





Message from the President of the United States, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 13th instant, respecting an annexation of 
Texas to the United States. October 3, 1837, read 
and laid wpon the table. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 13th instant, respecting an annexation 
of Texas to the United States, I transmit a report from the 
Secretary of State, and the documents by which it was ac- 
companied. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasurneton, September 30, 1837. 





To the President of the United States : 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, dated the 13th in- 
stant, requesting ‘‘the President of the United States to 
communicate to that House, if in his opinion it should be 
compatible with the public interest, whether any proposi- 
tion has been made on the part of the republic of Texas 
to the Government of the United States, for the annexa- 
tion of the said republic of Texas to this Union; and, if 
such proposition has been made, what answer has been 
returned, and all correspondence which has taken place 
relating thereto,”’ has the honor to lay before the President 
copies of all the correspondence which has taken place be- 
tween this Government and that of Texas, on the subject 
of the resolution referred, and to represent that the inquiry 
made in that resolution is answered by the documents now 
respettfully submitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Department or Srate, 

Washington, September 30, 1837. 


oe 
ee 


General Hunt lo Mr. Forsyth. 


Texran Lecation, 
Washington city, August 4, 1837. 

Sin: The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and min- 
ister plenipotentiary of the republic of Texas, in conformity 
with instructions from his Government, asks the consider- 
ation of the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of | 
the United States, on the subject of a proposition for the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, and which | 
proposition he has now the honor most respectfully to sub- 
mit. 

In presenting the question through the honorable the 
Secretary of State of the United States to this Government, | 
the undersigned solicits, in advance, the greatest indul- 
gence for the latitude which it will be necessary to take in| 
opening this negotiation. The subject is one of so much 
magnitude that it is impossible, in a single paper, to ex- 
hibit even its general outlines, and the undersigned will 
perhaps have sufficiently trespassed upon the attention of 
the honorable the Secretary of State, when he shall have, 
in the first place, briefly set forth a comparative history of | 
Texas and Mexico, which has been so much misrepresent- 
ed by the recent envoy of Mexico to this Government, and 
when, in the second place, he shall have stated the main 
ground upon which the union of the two republics is pro- 





some few of the great advantages, both national and social, 
which would result to the two contracting parties from 
the proposed amalgamation of their respective sovereignties. 

With the exception of the first Presidency under the 
federal constitution, that of Victoria, Mexico has exhibited 
a series of revolutions, attended with the most disastrous 
civil wars. Iturbide, who was chosen and proclaimed by 
a licentious soldiery, was dethroned and put to death, 
after a short reign, too turbulent to be regarded, even dur- 
ing that brief period, as a Government. The rights of 
property were not respected, and foreign merchants as well 
as native were exposed to his rapacity. Witness the 
seizure of money at Perote. 

After the downfall of Iturbide, and the adoption of the 
constitution of 1824, which is a transcript of that of the 
United States, affairs were, for some time, conducted 
peaceably, and were only interrupted by the episode of 
the revolt of General Bravo, the Vice President. Yet, 
during that period, the laws of nations were repeatedly 
violated, and the property of foreign merchants preyed up- 
on by the corrupt and venal agents of the Government. 
(See the history of the claims of American citizens. ) 

The termination of Victoria’s presidency was disgraced 
by the quarrel between the rival candidates for the succes- 
sion, which, after a bloody contest, terminated by elevating 
to the Presidency the unsuccessful candidate, General 
Guerrero, and the banishment of Pedrazo, his competitor. 
A short year, marked with disorder and misrale, termina- 
ted the career of this revolutionary hero. The struggle 
cost him his power and his life, and the whole country 
was convulsed by this civil strife. ‘The Vice President, 
Bustamente, succeeded Guerrero, but the war continued 
in different parts of Mexico, rendering life and property 
insecure. After a short period of convulsions, Bustamente 
was banished and Santa Anna succeeded to power. He 
was elevated by the joint efferts of the aristocracy and the 
priesthood, who made use of the successful soldier of for- 
tune to overthrow the free institutions of the country. His 
reign of misrule and career of blood will be presently no- 
ticed. He is now at Mango de Clavo, the tiger in his 
lair, ready to go forth seeking whom he may devour. It 
is true, Bustamente is again in power, but it is notorious 
that the people have been juggled out of their liberties, and 
are dissatisfied. ‘The Government which was their choice 
has been overthrown, and centralism forced upon them by 
the sword ; this change sanctioned by mock acts of a spu- 
rious legislature, and the States reduced to submission by 
force. 

With this brief view of the factious struggles of Mexico, 


| the undersigned approaches the exposition of the history of 


Texas, which he conceives to be an important preliminary 
to the due consideration of the subject of annexation. 
Until the settlement of Austin’s first colony in 1821, 


| Texas, for the most part, was an unexplored wilderness. 
| The Spaniards had endeavored in vain to rescue it from 
| the wild tribes of the forest. 


So early as the year 1698 
the old Spanish town of Bexar was founded; in 1716, La 
Bahia, afterwards Goliad; Nacogdoches in 1732; Victoria 
at a later period. But these old Spanish settlements con- 
tinued to be surrounded by prowling parties of savage In- 


| dians, and, up to the year 1821, Texian civilization was 
| only to be found within the narrow precincts of their res- 


pective jurisdictions. 

On the 17th of January, 1821, Moses Austin obtained 
permission from the Supreme Government of the eastern 
internal provinces of New Spain, at Monterey, to settle a 
colony of emigrants in Texas, and in the month of Decem- 
ber following, his son, Stephen F. Austin, who had un- 
dertaken the enterprise in obedience to the testamentary 
request of his father, appeared upon the river Brazos with 
the first Anglo-American settlers. From that period ntay 
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be dated the Anglo-American history of a country which 
has grown into notice with unexampled rapidity, and al- 
ready presents itself as another monument of the indomita- 
a: of the extraordinary race by which it was popu- 
lated. 

In the mean time Mexico had shaken off the Spanish 
yoke, and established herself as a sovereign and independ- 
ent Government. Anxious, however, to increase her po- 
litical influence and resources by every means in her pow- 
er, and prompted by a desire to repress the Indians on her 
northern frontiers, observing, too, the beneficial effects re- 
sulting from the liberal system of naturalization adopted in 
the United States, she determined to pursue a similar course 
of policy in relation to aliens. 

Accordingly, on the 4th of January, 1823, a national 
colonization law was adopted by the Mexican Congress, 
and approved by the Emperor, Don Augustin Iturbide, and 
on the 18th of February a decree was issued, authorizing 
Austin to proceed with his colony ; which decree, after the 
abdication of Iturbide, and the change of government con- 
sequent thereon, was confirmed by the first Executive 
Council, in accordance with a special order of the Mexican 
Congress. 

On the 2d of February, 1824, the federal constitution of 
Mexico, based upon that of the United States, was proclaim- 
ed as the established polity of the land; and, by a decree of 
the 7th of May, of the same year, the provinces of Texas 
and Coahuila were provisionally united, to form one of the 
constituent and sovereign States of the Mexican confederacy. 

On the 18th of August another general colonization law 
was passed, and ratified by the Supreme Government at 
the city of Mexico, and foreigners emigrating to the coun- 
try, and complying with the terms of the said law, were 
guarantied in the protection of their persons and property, 
and all the rights, liberties, and immunities of Mexican 
citizens. Moreover, by the State colonization law of Coa- 
huila and Texas, of the 24th of March, 1825, they were 
specifically invited to come and settle within the limits of 
that especial State jurisdiction. 

Under these various enactments, but particularly after 
the adoption of the tederal constitution, the current of em- 
igration continued to flow in and spread itself with acceler- 
ated rapidity over the fertile domain of the then province of 
Texas. The forest gave way to the axe of the pioneer; the 
wild prairie to the ploughshare of the husbandman. Plant- 
ations were opened. Villages sprung up on the hunting- 
ground of the savage. New colonies were introduced, 
planted, fostered, and matured; and in the brief period of 
nine years from the first settlement under Austin, the en- 
terprise of the Anglo-American settler had explored the 
whole southern moiety of the province, redeemed it from 
the wilderness of the wild beast and the savage, covered it 
with a hardy and industrious population, and intermixed 
his labor with its most valuable soils. 

True, in emigrating to Texas, the enterprising colonist 
had expatriated himself, and foregore the well-tried insti- 
tutions of his motherland; but the institutions he now lived 
under were modelled upon those he had reluctantly aban- 
doned. His spirits and his habits, and his inbred and un- 
compromising republicanism continued the same, and he 
was as ready to resist the invasion of his chartered rights 











under the Mexican constitution of 1824, as he would have. 


been to have thrown himself into the breach in behalf of 
that sacred instrument under which he had been born and 
educated. 

Up to the year 1830, the people of Texas had taken but 
little concern in the series of political convulsions which 
had so clusely followed one another in the interior of Mex- 
ico. So long as they were left uumolested in the enjoy- 
ment of their own rights, their natural disposition fur peace 
restrained them from participating in the internal commo- 
tions of the other States. But their rapidly growing strength, 
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and steady adherence to republican principles, began now 
to attract the notice and excite the jealousy of the Supreme 


Government. This was plainly evineed by the passage of 
the arbitrary law of the 6th of April, 1830, by which the 
further introduction or immigration of American settlers 
into Texas was expressly and totally prohibited for the fu- 
ture. Military posts were eateblished over the province ; 
the civil authorities were trampled under foot, and the peo- 
ple of Texas, for a time, were ‘subjected to the capricious 
tyranny of unrestrained military misrule. 

In 1832, Bustamente had established himself upon the 
ruins of the federal constitution. The colonists now flew 
toarms. On the 26th of June, with greatly inferior num- 
bers, they besieged and took the fort of Velasco. They 
then attacked the garrison at Anahuac, and reduced that 
also. This achievement was shortly followed by the re- 
duction of the garrison at Nacogdoches, and, in December 
of the same year, upon the suspension of hostilities between 
Generals Santa Anna and Bustamente, the colonists found 
themselves once more in the quiet enjoyment of the rights 
guarantied to them by the constitution and the laws under 
which they consented to become Mexican citizens. 

1833. Texas, now conscious of her integral strengt!, 
and anxious to be erected into a separate State, in confor 
ity with the decree of the 7th of May, 1824, which had 
promised and secured to her a separate constitution, so 
soon as she was in possession of the necessary elements o! 
self-government, assembled a general convention at San 
Felipe, for the purpose of draughting an instrument suited 
to the wants and peculiar character and habits of her people. 
Accordingly, in the spring of the same year, Stephen F. 
Austin was commissioned to present the constitution agreed 
upon, with a petition for the fulfilment of the said decree of 
the 7th of May. ‘The respectful petition of the peopie of 
Texas was treated with disdain, and their commissioner in- 
carcerated in a dungeon. 

1835. Affairs were now verging to an important crisis. 
General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna had openly decla- 
red in favor of centralism, which, however specious in its 
pretences, was really based upon the downfall of the Stat 
Governments, and the consolidation of all power, civil ani 
military, in the hands of a single individual. Many of the 
States had recourse to arms in support of their sovereignty, 
and Santa Anna took the field against them. The blood 
stained march of the usurper was invariably attended with 
the most triumphant success. One by one the States top- 
pled and fell. The Legislature of Coahuila and Texas wa 
dissolved at the point of the bayonet. The noble State o! 
Zacatecas, battling to the last for her liberties, and weltering 
in the life-blood of her butchered citizens, was forced to yield 
to the relentless terms of the dictator. Mexican liberty fled, 
and found her only place of refuge among the Anglo-Amc 
ticans of Texas. 

Corresponding committees of safety and vigilance wer 
now formed in all the municipalities of the province. With 
a single veice, they declared for the support of the consti- 
tution, and an immediate appeal to arms. There was no 
alternative left them, and the people of Texas plunged into 
the contest for the protection of their liberties. On the 
28th of September, 1835, they defeated a detachment of 
Mexicans at Gonzales. On the 9th of October, they storm- 
ed and took the strong fortress of Goliad. In the same 
month, they invested the city of San Antonio de Bexar. 
On the 28th, they fought the battle of Conception, and 
with ninety-two men obtained a signal victory over fou 
hundred Mexican regulars. On the 3d of November, thes 
captured the garrison at Sepantillan. Shortly after, they 
defeated the enemy at San Patricio. On the 8th, the Mex- 
icans were again discomfited in the vicinity of San Antonio. 
On the 26th, they were once more routed, with very con- 
siderable loss. On the 5th of December, the town of San 
Antonio was stormed by three hundred Americans, under 
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the gallant Milam, and, after five days’ incessant fighting, 
General Cos was forced to capitulate, and thirteen hundred 
Mexicans were set at liberty, on their parole of honor ‘that 
they would not, in any way, (thereafter,) oppose the re- 
establishment of the federal constitution of 1824.” Thus 
ended the first campaign, and the tri-colored flag of the 
constitution still continued te wave in ‘lexas—but of all 
Mexico, in Texas alone. 

November 3, 1835. In the mean time, the delegates of 
the people had assembled in ‘* general consultation” at 
San Felipe de Austin. Their deliberations resulted in a 
solemn declaration that they had taken up arms in defence 
of the republican principles of the federal constitution of 
1824; that they would continue faithful to the Mexican 
confederacy, so long as it should be governed by the con- 
stitution and laws that were framed for the protection of 
their politica! rights; that they were no longer morally or 
civilly bound by the compact of union, but that, stimulated 
by the generosity and sympathy common to a free people, 
they offered their support and assistance to such of the 
members of the confederacy as would take up arms against 








military despotism. T'his declaration met with no response | 


from the interior, and Texas was left alone and single- 
banded to carry on the war against the forces of the dictator. 
In the month of February, 1836, General Santa Anna 
appeared on the river San Antonio, in Texas, at the hcad 
of a well-appointed army ef eight thousand men. On the 
2ist he entered the town of San Antonio de Bexar, and 
the Texian garrison, @he hundred and fifty in number, re- 
tired within the walls of the Alamo. On the 6th of March, 
after an incessant bombardment of several days, the Alamo 
was taken by assar/t, and Travis, Bowie, and Crockett, 
with their little band of heroes, were all put to the sword. 
The Mexican loss before this fort, in killed and wounded, 
amounted to near fifteen hundred. On the 18th of March, 
near Goliad, the Texians under Fannin were surrounded 
and attacked by a much superior force of Mexicans under 
Urrea, in the middle of an open prairie. The enemy were 
at first beaten off, but the next morning receiving a strong 
reinforcement with artillery from Goliad, the Texian troops, 
being completely hemmed in, and cut off entirely from wa- 
ter, surrendered on condition of being released on parole, 
and transported to the United States. The terms of the 
capitulation were shamefuily violated, and Fannin and his 
comrades were treacherously massacred in cold blood. 
Notwithstanding the near approach of the Mexican 
forces, reeking as they were from their recent victorier in 
the interior, and headed by a leader whom they believed to 
be invincible, the newly-elected convention met at Wash- 
ington at the appointed time, and, in conformity with their 
instructions, on the 2d day of March, 1836, made a formal 
and absolute declaration of independence. 


ceeded to frame a constitution, to be submitted to the peo- | 


ple of independent Texas for adoption; and, after organiz- 
ing a Guvernment ad interim, composed of a President, 
Vice President, and cabinet, they adjourned in time for 
many of their number to join the patriot army under Gen- 
eral Houston before his meeting with the ~xemy. On the 
21st of April Texian independence was scaled and conse- 
crated by the blood of its enemies on the field of San Ja- 
cinto. The Mexican General and President was there met 
by General Houston, the division he commanded in person 
totally annihilated, he himself was made prisoner, and be- 
came a suppliant for the poor boon of his forfeited life, at 
the hands of a magnanimous victor. On the 24th of 
April the shattered remnant of the Mexican army, amount- 
ing in all to only four thousand worn-out and dispirited 
wretches, commenced their retreat in the most miserable 
condition, and were permitted to leave the country with all 
possible celerity, in accordance with the terms of the armi- 


stice agreed upon with their captive leader and his next in 
command. 
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It is thus that Texian independence has been achieved. 
The justice of this Government has proclaimed to the world 
its acknowledgment of that independence, and its recogni- 
tion of Texas as one of the sovereignties of the earth. The 
undersigned feels emboldened by these high reflections, and 
approaches, with an anxious svlicitude, but a just confi- 
dence, the proposition to unite the two people under one 
and the same Government. 

Numerous examples of the amalgamation of sovereign- 
ties may be found in the history of nations, but force, and 
not a mutual affection and interest, has been the general 
inducement to the formation of such bonds, and it is, per- 
haps, impossible to find in the annals of any age a com- 
plete precedent of the one now under discussion. ‘Texas 
seeks to be annexed, first and foremost, because she is a 
nation of the same blood with the people of the United 
| States. The history of this country is her history. She 
| claims annexation by the kindred ties of blood, language, 
institutions; by a common origin, by a common history, 
| 
! 





| 


and by a common freedom. Her gallant sons were born 
upon your soil, and they exult in the conviction that et 
| Goliad, San Antonio, Conception, and San Jacinto, they 
attested the legitimacy of their Anglo-American blood ; and, 
| appealing to victories in the cause of liberty, they ask if 
the single star of ‘Texas is not worthy to be added to the 
brilliant cluster on their mother flag ? 

In the short period of two years Texas has revolted, 
formed a provisional Gevernment, declared her indepen- 
| dence, achieved it by the sword, formed and adopted a 

civil constitution, established a permanent Government, 
and obtained at the hands of one of the most powerfal Gov- 
| ernments in the world an acknowledgment of her indepen- 

dence. She has a territory estimated at near two hundred 
thousand square miles; a population of one hundred thou- 
sand, capable of promptly throwing into the field an army 
of eight thousand strong ; and suchis the fertility of her soil, 
and the industry of her people, that, besides the productions 

necessary for the support of her population, her exports of 

cotton will probably this year amount to fifty thousand 
| bales. Her revenue, arising from imposts and taxes under 
a law of the late Congress, without reference to the income 
accruing from the sales of the public domain, has been es- 
timated at half a million of dollars. The great extent of 
| her public domain, capable of sustaining a population of 

ten millions, embracing every variety of soil, and blessed 
| with a climate most propitious for agricultural pursuits, 
| justifies the assertion that T’exaa is, for her population, a 
| nation of equal resources with any other on the globe. The 
| undersigned, therefore, feels confident that the honorable 

the Secretary of State will at once perceive that the people 
| of Texas, in assigning their affection for the people of the 
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| United States, as their principal reason for desiring annex- 
ation, are amply provided with all the resources to become 
of themselves a powerful nation. 

Thus, then, it is that Texas, in s@eking to place herself 
among the States of the Union, is prompted mainly by a 
filial reverence for the constitution and the people of the 
United States. She has no expectation of an invasion, 
much less of a reconquest, at the hands of Mexico. The hu- 
miliating defeat and capture of General Santa Anna at San 
Jacinto is too fresh upon the memories of her soldiery to 
justify the indulgence of any such apprehensions. Nor 
does she seek annexation as a shield of protection against 
the interference of European monarchies. Since the recog- 
nition of her independence by the Government of this 
country, she has too much reliance upon the wisdom and 
the justice of England and France to suppose that cither 
of the crowned heads of those two nations will occupy any 
other than positions of the most decided neutrality with 
reference to the difficulties between Mexico and herself; 
and should this proposition of annexation not be acceded 
to by this Government, she confidently expects at the hand 
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of every civilized nation of Europe the honors of a recogni- 
tion as a preliminary step to the formation of treaties of 
amity and commerce. ; 

In reviewing the interests of the two republics, involved 
in this question of annexation, the undersigned cannot 
concede that the United States encounters an equal sacri- 
fice with the people of Texas. Texas brings to this nego- 
tiation not only the resources already recapitulated, but her 
sovereignty. She brings, too, that which in the eyes of 
the naval Powers of Europe, will constitute the material 
ground for the formation of the most liberal commercial 
treaties, viz: her immense forests of live oak, comprising, 
according to the estimate of President Houston, in_ his 
message of the 5th of May, 1837, ‘* four-fifths of all that 
species of timber now in the world.” She brings, too, a 
market for all the various manufactures and for all the ag- 
ricultural products of the United States, excepting those of 
cotton and sugar, and these she will contribute from her 
own soil to swell the already colossal amount of the exports 
of this nation. The territory, and with it the enterprise of 
the country will be extended; her political power will be 
increased, and the undersigned trusts that he will not be 
considered intrusive in expressing his deep conviction that 
the union of these States will be strengthened by the an- 
nexation of a people whose proudest impulses are for its 
continuance and glory. 

What advantage the United States brings to this nego- 
tiation, the undersigned will not presume to suggest. Her 
immense resources, her splendid fleets, her power to raise 
armies, her magnificent Government, her unexampled ca- 
reer of prosperity, her,incomparable administration of jus- 
tice, and, finally, all her attributes of greatness, are sources 
of as much congratulation to the people of Texas as they 
can possibly be to herself. What Texas wishes at the 
hands of the Government of this Union is simply annexa- 
tion, an amalgamation of flags; and the undersigned as- 
sures the honorable the Secretary of State that this is the 
solitary advantage which he seeks to gain in this negotia- 
tion, but which, he begs leave to say, he hopes to accom- 
plish upon the high principle of a strict adherence to the 
just rights and dignity of the sovereignty of the Texian 
nation. 

The undersigned will not conceal from the honorable the 
Secretary of State, his apprehensions that any delay in the 
conclusion of the treaty of annexation may be fatal to its 
ultimate accomplishment. Diplomatic relations with fo- 
reign Powers are now in the progress of being established, 
and the result of these interchanges will be commercial 
treaties, involving difficulties which may be insurmounta- 
ble in any subsequent arrangement of the question, and, 
therefore, the undersigned is especialy instructed to urge, 
with as little delay as possible, the immediate discussion 
and negotiation of a treaty of annexation. ‘T'exas is not 
disposed to yield to any foreign nation the privileges of her 
coast, involving the eommand of the Gulf of Mexico, nor 
can she concece them to the United States, unless in a 
treaty of union. Asan independent Power, her interests 
would conflict with those of the United States, and, with- 
out annexation, her struggle in the formation of commer- 
cial treaties would most naturally be directed to the estab- 
lishment of the principle of a preference of her cotton and 
other products in foreign markets over those of the United 
States, and such relations, when once established, would, 
it will be at once perceived, very much embarrass, if not 
render totally impracticable, a treaty of annexation. 

It is a matter not to be disguised, that Texas must chiefly 
people her extensive domain from the United States. With 
a soil better adapted to the cultivation of cotton and sugar 
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than that of this country, and with all the benefits of com- | 


mercial treaties concentrated upon the advancement of these 
two interests, she would present herself as a powerful rival 
to the agriculture of this Union. With the same political 





a RN 
institutions, a cheaper soil, and superior advantages to the 
cotton and sugar planter, she drain this country of 
much of its most valuable labor and sane but whether 
to such an extent as seriously to a the interest of the 
United States, the undersigned will not presume to sug- 
gest. Texas, too, as an i nation, must, in the 
regulation of her land system, present, in the cheapness of 
her prices, the highest inducements to emigration; and 
will, no doubt, soon claim the attention of that trans-At- 
lantic enterprise and capital which now flow into the Uni- 
ted States. 

The undersigned begs leave most respectfully to suggest 
to the honorable the Secretary of State, that in the event of 
Texas remaining in the attitude of an independent Power, 
there will arise, from the very strict resemblance of the 
people and the institutions of the two countries, many 
questions of conflicting interest, the adjustment of which 
will be most difficult and painful. It would be impossible 
for the people of Texas to regard those of the United States 
in the character of foreigners, and separated from one 
another by only an imaginary line. It may fairly be pre- 
dicted that the loca! authorities of the two Powers would 
come into frequent and violent collision. The administra- 
tion of the law would be interrupted, or its penalties eva- 
ded ; and, in the general entanglement of jurisdictions upon 
the frontier, it is feared that public justice would not be 
well sustained. It would be impracticable for either Power 
to enforce its revenue system, and should the tariffs of the 
two countries differ essentially, as mult be the case, nothing 
but the enforcement of the most cruel and unpopular iaws 
could possibly secure the just collection of custom-house 
duties. 

The undersigned, in discussing this question, begs to 
call the attention of the honorable the Secretary of State to 
the fact, that the annexation of Texas would insure to the 
United States the complete command of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. There is no point on the whole coast of that magnifi- 
cent sea more admirably suited to the purposes of a naval 
depot than Galveston ; and, situated as it is in the midst of 
interminable groves of live oak, ships of war might be built 
and equipped for sea, as it were within sight of the very 
forests out of which they were constructed. This country 
having already a vast interest to protect on the shores of 
the Gulf of Mexico, the concentrated trade of the West at 
New Orleans, of Alabama at Mobile, and of the Florida 
cities, would find, in the possession of Texas, the means 
of occupying a position of decided supremacy over the 
waters of the Gulf; and it is questioned whether even the 
possession of Cuba would bring with it those facilities of 
controlling and keeping in check the pretension of a rival 
Power, which would accrue from the extension of the limits 
of the United States to the line of the Rio del Norte. 

It is most respectfully suggested whether the annexation 
of Texas would not contribute to insure the peace of the 
Indian frontier of the two countries, and thus extend to 
the farthest southwest the boundaries of civilization and the 
protection and privileges of order and good government 
By her admission into the Union, the present Southwestern 
States could be easily protected from the numerous tribes 
of the Cameanches and other savages now accumulated on 
their frontier, and it is questioned whether any thing would 
so impress the minds of the Indian warriors with a sense 
of our power as the union of two people, whom, even di- 
vided and single-handed, they found to be invincible in 
arms. 

The undersigned most respectfully represents to the hon- 
orable the Secretary of State, that in this paper he does 
not presume to have presented all the inducements to the 
union of the two republics. He has not thought it re- 
spectful to trespass upon the attention of the honorable 
the Secretary of State, either by an extended detail of the 
resources of Texas, or of the mutual benefits involved in a 
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treaty of annexation. The mineral wealth of the country, 
comprising valuable mines of silver and lead, immense 
strata of iron and coal, and salt-springs in great abundance, 
has not been properly appreciated. Nor has the under- 
signed thought it necessary to allude to the immense fur 
trade which would be thrown into the lap of the enterprise 
of the United States by the annexation of Texas. The 
great aid and facilities which ‘T'exas, as an integral part of 
this Union, might render to the adventurous traders, who, 
in caravans, peuetrate from Missouri to Santa Fé, and in 
general to the inland trade of the United States, with the 
countries bordering on the Pacific, have all been left un- 
explained ; and the undersigned throws himself upon the 
courtesy of the honorable the Secretary of State in desiring 
him to believe that, as he has not entered into any of the 
details of such a treaty of annexation as ‘Texas might pro- 
pose, but confined himself to the submission of the propo- 
sition itself, so he has not thought fit to discuss severally 
all the various interests involved, but merely has subjected 
them to & general, and, he trusts, a candid review. 

In closing this paper, the undersigned appeals to the 
honorable the Secretary of State, and, referring him to the 
details of the history of the Texian revolution herein set 
forth, asks, in the name of national honor, humanity, and 
justice, if a nation whose career has been marked, like that 
of Mexico, by a constant vivlation of the most solemn treaty 
obligations, by: a sories of the most licentivus revolutions, 
by a most shameful prostitution of the lives, the liberties, 
and the property of her people, and, in short, by every act 
of perfidy and cruelty recorded in the history of barbarians, 
has not thereby forfeited all claims to the respect of the 
Governments of civilized nations? Look to her continued 
interruptions of the peaceable citizens of ‘Texas, industri- 
ously engaged in the improvements of their estates, and in 
the actual aggrandizement of the Mexican empire ; to her 
demolition by military force of the constitution of 1824; to 
her bloody war of extermination under President Santa 
Anna; to her butchery of those gallant ‘Texians who sur- 
rendered their arms under the sacred flag of a capitulation 
in which their lives were guarantied; and pronounce, if the 
enormity of her misdeeds entitles her to be any longer con- 
sidered, the undersigned will not say a nation of responsi- 
bility, but even of humanity. ‘The undersigned, however, 
forbears to continue this appeal, so irrelevant, and perhaps 
so unnecessary, to the due consideration of the subject un- 
der discussion. ‘I'he world will do ample justice to the 
magnanimity of Texas in forbearing to visit upon the heads 
of the recreant tyrant and his captured host that retaliation 
which their offences against the laws of nations and the 
rights of mankind so signally deserved. 

In conclusion, the undersigned most respectfully begs 
leave to congratulate the honorable the Secretary of State 
upon the spectacle exhibited in this discussion, and which 
is so honorable a commentary upon the excellency of the 
Government of this country, viz: a sovereign, free, and 
warlike people, fresh from the field of their own victories 
and glory, seeking to surrender their nationality as the 
price of a place among the United States, to become parti- 
cipants of the wisdom of its laws, and the renown of its arms. 

The undersigned, minister plenipotentiary and envoy 
extraordinary of the republic of Texas, apologizes to the 
honorable the Secretary of State of the United States, for 
the great length of this note, and begs to tender to the 
honorable the Secretary of State renewed assurances of his 
most distinguished consideration. 

MEMUCAN HUNT. 

To the Hon. Joun Forsyrn, 

Secretary of State of the United States. 


To General Memucan Hent, &c. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
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has had the honor to receive the note of his excellency 
General Hunt, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of Texas, dated the 4th instant, proposing a ne- ° 
gotiation for the purpose of annexing that country to the 
United States. 

That communication has been laid before the President, 
who has considered it with just sensibility. In giving to 
the undersigned instructions to present, in reply, a prompt 
and decisive indication of the course it has been deemed 
necessary to adopt, the President indulges the confident 
expectation that no unfriendly spirit towards the Govern- 
ment or the people of Texas will or can be imputed to the 
United States. 

Neither the duties nor the settled policy of the United 
States permit them to enter into an examination of the ac- 
curacy of the historical facts related by General Hunt, nor 
to allow them, if even admitted to be correct, to control 
the decision of the question presented by him. The Uni- 
ted States were foremost in acknowledging the indepen- 
dence of Mexico, and have uniformly desired and endeavor- 
ed to cultivate relations of friendship with that Power. 
Having always, since the formation of their Government, 
been exempt from civil wars, they have learnt the value of 
internal quiet, and have consequently been anxious yet 
passive spectators of the feuds with which their neighbor 
has been afflicted. Although in the controversy between 
Texas and Mexico, circumstances have existed, and events 
have occurred, peculiarly calculated to enlist the syinpa- 
thies of our people, the effort of the Government has been 
to look upon that dispute also, with the same rigid impar- 
tiality with which it has regarded all other Mexican com- 
motions. 

In determining with respect to the independence of uther 
countries, the United States have never taken the question 
of right between the contending parties into consideration. 
They have deemed it a dictate of duty and policy to de- 
cide upon the question as one of fact merely. ‘This was 
the course pursued with respect to Mexico herself. It was 
adhered to when analogous events rendered it proper to 
investigate the que ition of Texian independence. That 
inquiry was made with due circumspection, and the result 
was not arrived at until its probable consequences had 
been accurately weighed. ‘The possibility of a collision of 
interests, arising, among other causes, from the alleged 
superior aptitude of the climate and seil of ‘Texas for the 
growth of some of the staples of the United States, was 
not overlooked. A sense of duty aud a reverence for con- 
sistency, however, it was considered, left this Government 
no alternative, and it therefore led the way in recognising 
Texas. A hope was certainly entertained that this act, 
and the motives that conduced to it, even if no other con 
siderations were to have influence, would point out to the 
Government of Texas the propriety not only of cherishing 
intimate and amicable relations with this country, but of 
abstaining from other connexions abroad which might be 
detrimental to the United States. Apart from’this, how- 
ever, it was presumed that Government would enter upon 
the execution of the intentiuns intimated by its envoy ex- 
traordinary, with respect to connexions with foreign Pow- 


| ers, with a full understanding of the just and liberal com- 


mercial stipulations existing between the United States and 
other nations. A pervading principle of those compacts is 
impartial treatment of the citizens, vessels, and productions 
of the parties in their respective territuries. As it was not 
to be believed that the commercial allies of the United 
States would swerve from their engagements, no appre- 
hension was felt that the interests of this country would 
suffer from the arrangements which Texas might enter in- 
to with them. 

The question of the annexation of a foreign indepen- 
dent State to the United States has never before been pre- 
sented to this Government. Since the adoption of their 
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constitution, two large additions have been inade to the 
domain originally claimed by the United States. In ac- 
quiring them this Government was not actuated by a mere 
thirst for sway over a broader space. Paramount inter- 
ests of many members of the confederacy, and thé perma- 
nent well being of all, imperatively urged upon this Gov- 
ernment the necessity of an extension of its jurisdiction 
over Louisiana and Florida. As peace, however, was our 
cherished policy, never to be departed from unless honor 
should be perilled by adhering to it, we patiently endured 
for a time serious inconveniences and privations, and 
sought a transfer of those regions by negotiations and not 
by conquest. 

The issue of those negotiations was a conditional ces- 
sion of these countries to the United States. ‘The circum- 
stance, however, of their being colonial possessions of 
France and Spain, and therefore dependent on the me- 
tropolitan Governments, renders those transactions ma- 
terially different from that which would be presented by 
the question of the annexation of T'exas. The latter is a 
State with an independent Government, acknowledged as 
such by the United States, and claiming a territory beyond, 
though bordering on the region ceded by France, in the 
treaty of the 30th of April, 1803. Whether the constitu- 
tion of the United States contemplated the annexation of 
such a State, and if so, in what manner that object is to 
be effected, are questions, in the opinion of the President, 
it would be inexpedient, under existing circumstances, to 
agitate. 

So long as Texas shall remain at war, while the United 
States are at peace with her adversary, the proposition of 
the Texian minister plenipotentiary necessarily involves 
the question of war with that adversary. The United 
States are bound to Mexico by a treaty of amity and com- 
merce, which will be scrupulously observed on their part, 
so long as it can be reasonably hoped that Mexico will-per- 
form her dutics and respect our rights under it. The Uni- 
ied States might justly be suspected of a disregard of the 
friendly purposes of the compact, if the overture of General 
Hunt were to be even reserved for future consideration, as 
this would imply a disposition on our part to espouse the 
quarrel of Texas with Mexico—a disposition wholly at va- 
riauce with the spirit of the treaty, with the uniform policy 
and the obvious welfare of the United States. 

The inducements mentioned by General Hunt, for the 
United States to annex T’exas to their territory, are duly ap- 
preciated ; but powerful and weighty as they certainly are, 
they are light when opposed in the seale of reason to treaty 
obligations and respect for that integrity of character by 
which the United States have sought to distinguish them- 
selves since the establishment of their right to claim a place in 
the great family of nations. It is presumed, however, that 
the motives by which ‘I'exas has been governed in making 
this overture, will have equal force in impelling her to pre- 
serve, as an independent Power, the most liberal conmer- 
cial relations with the United States. Such a disposition 
will be cheerfully met in a corresponding spirit by this 
Government. If the answer which the undersigned has 
been directed to give to the proposition of General Hunt 
should unfortunately work such a change in the sentiments 
of that Government as to induce an attempt to extend com- 
mercial relations elsewhere, upon terms prejudicial to the 
United States, this Government will be consoled by a con- 


General Hunt to Mr. Forsyth. 


Trxran Lecation, 
Washington city, September 12, 1837. 


Sir: The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minis. 
ter plenipotentiary of the republic of Texas, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the honorable Mr. 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States, of the 
25th of August, in reply to the proposition which he bad 


' the honor to submit on the 4th of the same month, to ne- 





sciousness of the rectitude of its intentions, and a certain- | 


ty that, although the hazard of transient losses may be in- 
curred by a rigid adherence to just principles, no lasting 
prosperity can be secured when they are disregarded. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to offer 
General Hunt renewed assurances of his very distinguished 
consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

DepartrMeNt or Srary 5 

Washington, August 24, 1837, 


gotiate a treaty for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 

The undersigned was aware that, in recognising the in- 
dependence of ‘Texas, the question of right was not taken 
into consideration by the Government of the United States. 
Tt was with a proper understanding of the settled policy ot 
this Government in similar cases, that the claim of ‘Texas 
to the justice of a recognition was placed by his colleague 
and himself upon her actual existence as an independent 
Power, and the impossibility of a reconquest at the hands 
of Mexico. Although, by the issue of that negotiation, the 
question of fact was satisfactorily determined, it was not 
deemed inappropriate, after the misrepresentations of the 
late envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
Mexico, to preface the proposition for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States with a plain statement of the 
causes which led to, and the events which grew out of, her 
separation from Mexico, so conclusively showing that they 
can never be reunited; and, for an additional reason, which 
he will presently show, the undersigned adheres to the 
opinion that the simple narrative of facts which the houor- 
able Secretary of State declines examining into, cannot be 
regarded as irrelevant in a proposition for the annexation ot 
Texas to the United States. 

The venerable ex-President, General Jackson, was so 
strongly impressed with a belief, at one time during his ad- 
ministration, that the negotiation then pending for the ac 
quisition of ‘Texas would be brought to a speedy and favor 
able issue, that he tendered the office of Governor of the 
Territory of Texas to ‘the late Governor H. G. Burton, of 
North Carolina, to be entered upon so soon as the treaty 
of cession should be completed. (See a publication on the 
subject of Governor Burton’s appointment.) The same 
principles, it appears to the undersigned, were involved 11 
the negotiation for the acquisition of ‘Texas from Mexico, 
previously to the recognition of the independence of th: 
latter by Spain, which are now presented by the questiou 
of the annexation of Texas to the United States previous!) 
to the recognition of her independence by Mexico ; and had 
his excellency, the President of the United States, enter- 
tained any inclination to negotiate a treaty for the annexa 
tion of ‘Texas, a hope which had been fondly cherished, «: 
he had expressed a determination to carry out the measure» 
and conform to the general policy of bis venerable predeces 
sor, it does appear to the undersigned, but with distinguish 
ed deference to the honorable Mr. Forsyth’s opinions to the 
contrary, that neither a sense of duty nor the settled policy 
of this Government, during the administration of the veners- 
ble ex-President, would have prevented an examination into 
the accuracy of the historical facts accompanying the propo 
sition. T'hat brief compendium, which is believed to Le co! 
rect, will show that there is as little prospect of the recovery 0! 
Texas by Mexico at this time as there Was of the reconqucst 
of Mexico by Spain, at the time that General Jackson !c- 
lieved that the chargé d'affaires (Mr. Butler) of this Gov- 
ernment had succeed in negotiating the acquisition of ‘Tes 
as. Ifthe act of the annexation of ‘Texas would involve 
the United States in a war with Mexico at thie time, the 
undersigned is at a loss to perceive why a similar result was 
not anticipated with Spain in event of a cession of "Texas 
by Mexico, Texas asked nothing more of the Unite: 


States, in proposing to negotiate for her annexation, than 


AORTA =. 


we , . ee 
See . 
nana SPLINE Pyaar Sr btn pen etiies ai 


spear 


Peete 





vies mae tures Bogle SS 


eer 











APPENDIX— To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 123 


the United States had previously desired of Mexico, when 
General Jackson was at the head of this Government; for 
Mexico was then as much at war with Spain as Texas now 
is with Mexico; and it is believed that as friendly treaty 
and commercial relations existed between Spain and the 
United States at that time as are now maintained between 
the United States and Mexico. 

In addition to the fact that this Government, when ad- 
ministered by the sage of the Hermitage, proposed the 
acquisition ot Texas by purchase from Mexico, many years 
before the recognition of her independence by Spain, the 
undersigned most respectfully invites the attention of the 
honorable the Secretary of State to the report of the House 
of Representatives of the State of Mississippi, contained 
in a newspaper which he herewith presents. That report, 
which is said to have been adopted unanimously, alludes in 
strong terms to the subject of the right of this Government 
to admit Texas into its confederacy ; and the undersigned 
refers to it thus particularly, that he may be sustained by 
high authority, when he assures the Secretary of State of 
the United States, that, in submitting the proposition otf 
annexation, it was far from his intention to ask the Go- 
vernment of the United States to accede to a measure which 
Mr. Forsyth was instructed to say was believed to involve 
unjust principles. ‘The undersigned assures the Secretary 
of State of the United States, that he could not knowingly 
consent to be the medium of presenting any proposition 
asking of the United States a disregard of just principles. 

The honorable Mr. Forsyth will pardon the undersigned 
for expressing the opinion which appears to him undeni- 
able, that a sovereign Power has as perfect a right to dis- 
pose of the whole of itself, and a second Power to acquire 
it, as it has to dispose of only a pat of itself, and a second 
Power to acquire that part only; and that the acquisition 
of the whole territory of a sovereign Power could no more 
be objected to on the ground of constitutional right, than 
the acquisition of a part of that territory only. The ma- 
terial difference alluded to by Mr. Forsyth, between the 
annexation of independent Texas, by her own voluntary 
act, and the acquisition of the colonial provinces of Louisi- 
ana and Florida, by the act of their respective Govern- 
ments, is acknowledged. But the difference is conceived 
te be altogether in favor of the former, for the reason that 
the annexation of Texas would be an act of free will and 
choice on the part of the Government and people, who 
own, and actually occupy the very territory proposed to 
be transferred, while the latter would seem to have been 
the result of an arbitrary right on the part of the metro- 
politan Governments to dispose of the territorial posses- 
sions ceded by them, without regard to the wishes of the 
inhabitants residing thereon. 

After the assurance of the honorable Mr. Forsyth, that 


Government no alternative in leading the way in recognis- 


some surprise at the intimation of Mr. Forsyth, that the 


circumstance of her having been first recognised by the | 
Ty . . . . 
United States, should in any manner influence the foreign | 


intercourse of ‘Texas. However much the Government of 


ia ; ; 
lexas may be disposed to encourage the most friendly re- | 


lations with the Government of the United States, the 
undersigned assures the honorable Secretary of State, that 


first recognized by the Government of the United States. 
The representatives of Texas, in their interchanges with 
foreign Powers, will not accept the recognition of her in- 
dependence, unless it is unconditional in this respect. In 
all their negotiations and treaties with foreign Powers, the 
best interests of their own Government and people will 
doubtless be consulted, and must indicate the policy which 
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they will be directed to adopt. With even the same per- 
manent policy in its commercial interchanges with the 
United States, which may exist with the most favored na- 
tion, the undersigned cannot guaranty for his Government 
that any advantages accrue therefrom to the manufacturing 
interests of the United States; for it is understood that 
that great interest is mainly sustained in the United States 
by the protection afforded by high duties against the com- 
petition of similar interests in foreign nations, where labor 
and the facilities for manufacturing are more available, and 
at cheaper rates. Such being the case, it is apparent that, 
even should no detriment accrue to the manufacturing in- 
terests of the United States from the vincinity of Texas 
as an independent nation, certainly no advantages affect- 
ing that interest can be anticipated. 

The apprehension of the honorable Mr. Forsyth, that 
the refusal of this Government to negotiate for a treaty of 
annexation, thereby declining all the commercial and other 
advantages which would be secured by that measure, may 
induce an attempt on the part of the Government of Texas 
to extend its commercial relations elsewhere on terms most 
favorable to its own welfare and prosperity is perfectly 
natural; but the undersigned assures Mr. Forsyth that 
such endeavors will not proceed from any unkind feelings 
to the Government and people of the United States; and 
he would take this occasion to reiterate the friendly dis- 
position of the Government and people of Texas towards 
the Government and people of the United States, which 
he had the honor to communicate in his note of the 4th of 
August. Should, however, the foreign, commercial, and 
othtr relations of the republic of Texas necessarily be- 
come such as seriously to affect the interests of the United 
States, or any portion thereof, the undersigned conceives 
that it would be unreasonable for the Government and 
people who had been freely proffered all she could bestow, 
and yet declined the offer, to complain of her on the ground 
of looking to her own interest primarily. ‘Texas has gen- 
erously offered to merge her national sovereignty in a do- 
mestic one, and to become a constituent part of this great 
confederacy. The refusal of this Government to accept 
the overture must forever screen her from the imputation 
of wilfully injuring the great interests of the United States, 
should such a result accrue from any commercial or other 
relations which she may find it necessary or expedient to 
enter into with foreign nations. 

Should it be found necessary or expedient hereafter, for 
the proper promotion of the interests of her own citizens, 
to lay high duties upon the cotton-bagging so extensively 
manufactured in the Western States, and upon the pork 
and beef and bread-stuffs, so abundantly produced in that 
region, such as would amount to an almost total prohibi- 


| tion of the introduction of those articles into the country, 
a sense of duty and a reverence for consistency, left his | 


much as her Government and people would regret the ne- 


1 | cessity of the adoption of such a policy, she would be ex- 
ing the independence of Texas, the undersigned confesses | 


culpated from the slightest imputation of blame for taking 
care of her own welfare and prosperity after having been 
refused admission into this Union. 

The efforts which the Government of the undersigned is 
making to open a commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain and France, it is believed will succeed. Apart 


| from the disposition of those two Powers to avail them- 
| selves of the great advantage which must result to every 
the Government of ‘Texas does not consider that any par- | 
ticular foreign policy was implied or made binding upon | 
her by the circumstance of her independence having been | 


nation with which ‘Texas may form intimateeommercial re- 
lations, it is believed that they, as well as the United States, 
cherish a liberal sympathy for a people who have encoun 


| tered the most cruel treatment at the hands of Mexico—a 


nation which has so little regarded the laws of civilized 
countries in prosecuting a savage war of extermination 
against the citizens of the Government of the undersigned, 
and that tuo against a people who proudly claim the realms 
of Britain and France as the homes of their ancestry. And 
the undersigned expresees a belief that the crowned heads 
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of England and France, and their majesties’ ministers, will 
not be without some feelings of gratification when they be- 
come apprized of the successful civil and military career, al- 
though on a limited scale, it is true, of the decendants of 
British and French progenitors in Texas. General Hous- 
ton, the President ile republic, is a native of the United 
States, but descended from English and Irish parentage. 
He commanded at San Jacinto, in one of the best battles, 
it is supposed, which have been fought since the introduc- 
tion of fire-arms. The valiant General Mirabeau Lamar, 
Vice President of Texas, who commanded the cavalry in 
the same fight, is likewise a native of the United States, but 
claims his descent with pride from the French. And the 
undersigned again avows his persuasion that the crowned 
heads of England and France, and their majesties’ minis- 
ters, will not be altogether insensible to feelings of sympa- 
thy and regard for a people whose Government is headed 
by individuals boasting their descent from the distinguished 
races over which their majesties preside. 

Reason would seem to indicate that the foreign policy of 
Texas, will be dissimilar to that of the United States. Texas 
is now, and it is believed will continue to be, an almost 
purely agricultural country. ‘The agricultural interest will 
claim the almost exclusive attention of the Government. 
Possibly, from the circumstance of her climate and soil 
being so well adapted to the growth of hemp, and the great 
demand for rope and bagging in a cotton-growing country, 
the manfactures of these solitary articles may be encour- 
aged at an early period ; but, with these single exceptions, 
it is not apprehended that the capital and labor of the coun- 
try can be so profitably employed in any other species of 
industry as in the planting interest. On the other hand, 
the interests of the United States are numerous and greatly 
diversified ; and it is presumed that it was found necessary 
to establish such a foreign policy as would best reconcile 
them and redomd to the advantage of each. 

With the most rigid adherence to whatever is just and 
right, the Government of Texas will naturally pursue such a 
course of policy, foreign and domestic, as will best conduce 
to the increase of her wealth and population, and thereby 
her national power and consideration. In its intercourse 
abroad, it will endeavor to find those markets where her 
agricultural products, cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, &c., 
will obtain the highest prices, and where such articles as 
may be needed for her home consumption may be procured 
at the lowest rates. If these advantages are presented in a 
commercial intercourse with the United States, the under- 
signed need not say that the warm predilection of the Gov- 
ernment and people of Texas for the Government and peo- 
ple of the United States would render such an intercourse 
as agreeable to the former as it would doubtless be advan- 
tageous to both. 

The undersigned most respectfully assures the honorable 
Mr. Forsyth, and through him his excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States, that the prompt and decisive re- 
jection of the proposition for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States will not be imputed to an unfriendly 
spirit to the Government and people of Texas. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary of the republic of Texas, with the greatest satis- 
faction, renews to the honorable Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of 
State of the United States, the assurances of his most dis- 
tinguished consideration and regard. 


MEMUCAN HUNT. 
To the Hon. Joun Fonrsyra, 


* Secretary of State of the United States. 
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the boundary between the United States and the republic 
of Mexico. October 3,1837, read and laid upon the 
table. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 13th ultimo, concerning the boundary bhe- 
tween the United States and the Mexican republic, ani a 
cession of territory belonging to the Mexican confederation 
to the United States, I transmit a report from the Secretary 
of State, and the documents by which it was accompanied. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineton, October 2, 1837. 


To the President of the United States : 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives dated the 13th ultimo, 
requesting the President to communicate to that House, so 
far as may be consistent with the public interest, all the 
correspondence between the Government of the United 
States, and that of Mexico, concerning the boundary be- 
tween them, and particularly concerning any proposition 
for a cession of territory belonging to the Mexican con- 
federation to the United States; and also, all correspond- 
ence relating thereto between the Department of State and 
the diplomatic representatives of the United States in Mexi- 
co, and of the said Department with those of the Mexican 
republic accredited to the Government of the United States, 
has the honor to lay before the President copies of all the 
correspondence between the two Governments on the sub- 
ject of the boundary line, not heretofore communicated to 
Congress, and of all the instructions to the representatives 
of the United States at Mexico, on the subject of a cession of 
territory by the Mexican confederation to the United States. 
No other correspondence between the Governments of the 
United States and Mexico has taken place on the subject 
of a cession of territory, either at Mexico ot at Washing- 
ton. In one of his communications to this Department, 
however, Mr. Butler mentions a note which he had ad- 
dressed to Mr. Alaman on the 15th of July, 1832, giving 
his reasons for reviewing the question of boundary, and 
explaining the advantages which both nations would prob- 
ably derive by changing the line from the Sabine. No 
copy of this note has ever been communicated to this De- 
partment, nor is there any draught or record of it in the 
archives of the legation of the United States at Mexico 

The communications of the representatives of the United 
States to their own Government, on that subject, are with- 
in the limitation contained in the resolution referred to this 
Department. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

DepPaRTMENT oF Stare, 

Washington, October 2, 1837. 





List of papers accompanying the report of the Secretary 
of State to the President, dated October 2, 1837. 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett, March 26, 1825. Extract. 

Mr. Torrens to Mr. Adams, February 15, 1824. 

Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett, September 24, 1825. Extracts. 

The same to the same, March 15, 1827. Extract. 

Mr. Van Buren to the same, August 25, 1829. 

Mr. Livingston to Mr. Mr. Butler, March 20, 1833. Ex- 
tract. 

Mr. McLane to the same, January 13, 1834. 

Mr. Forsyth to the same, July 2, 1835. Extract. 

The same to the same, August 6, 1835. Extract. 

Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay, July 18, 1825. Extracts. 

The same to the same, July 27, 1825. Extract. 

Mr. Alaman to Mr. Poinsett, July 20, 1825. 


House of Representatives ef the 13th ultimo, concerning ' Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Alaman, July 27, 1825. 
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Mr. Alaman to Mr. Poinsett, August 10, 1825. Extract. 

Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay, September 20, 1825. Evxtract. 

The same to the same, March 18, 1826. Extract. 

The same to the same, July 12, 1826. Extract. 

The same to the same, April 10, 1827. 

The same to the same, October 6, 1827. 

The same to the same, January 8, 1828. 

The same to the same, February 7, 1828. 

Protocols. 

Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay, April 24, 1828. 

The same to the same, April 26, 1828. 

Mr. Poinsett to the Secretary of State, March 10, 1829. 
Extract. 

Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Van Buren, July 22, 1829. Extract. 

Mr. Butler to the same, May 19, 1830. Evxtract. 

The Mexican plenipotentiaries to Mr. Butler, May 21, 
1830. Translation. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Monasterio, July 25, 1832. 

Mr. Gonzalez to Mr. Butler, February 14, 1833. 
lation. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Gonzalez, February 16, 1833. 

Mr. Gonzalez-to Mr. Butler, February 21, 1833. 
lation. 

Mr. Gonzalez to Mr. Butler, February 27, 1833. 
lation. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Garcia, September 6, 1833. 


Extract. 
Extract. 
Extracts. 


Extract. 


Mr. Garcia to Mr. Butler, September 25, 1833. Transla- | 


tion. 
Mr. Butler to Mr. McLane, July 1, 1834. Extract. 
The same to Mr. Lombardo, December 21, 1834. 


Mr. Gutierrez de Estrada to Mr. Butler, February 7, 1835. 
Translation. 


Mr. Gutierrez de Estrada to Mr. Butler, March 29, 1835. 
‘Translation. 

Mr. Obregon to Mr. Clay, March 19, 1828. 

List of individuals, &e. Translations. 

Mr. Clay to Mr. Obregon, March 24, 1828. 

The same to the same, April 30, 1828. 

Mr. Obregon to Mr. Clay, May 1, 1828. ‘Translation. 

Mr. Obregon to Mr. Clay, August 2, 1828. Translation. 

Mr. Brent to Mr. Obregon, August 2, 1828. 


Mr. Montoya to Mr. Van Buren, April 16, 1829. ‘Trans- west from London and 23 from Washington; then cross- 


| ing the said Red river, and running thence, by a line due 
| north, to the river Arkansas; thence following the course 


Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston, March 26, 1832. Trans- | of the southern bank of the Arkansas to its source, in 


lation. 
Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Montoya, April 22, 1829. 


lation. 


Mr. Livingston to Mr. Montoya, March 30, 1832. 

Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston, March 31, 1832. T'rans- 
lation. 

Mr. Livingston to Mr. Montoya, March 31, 1832. 

Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston, April 3, 1832. 
lation. 


Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston, April 27, 1832. Extract. 
Translation. 

Mr. Livingston to Mr. Montoya, July 20, 1832. 

Mr. Castillo to Mr. McI.ane, December 2, 1833. 
lation. 

Mr. McLane to Mr. Castillo, December 31, 1833. 

Mr Castillo to Mr. McLane, January 9, 1834. 
Translation. 

Mr. Castillo to Mr. McLane, May 26, 1834. Translation. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico to the Secre- 


tary of State of the United States, October 21, 1834. 
Translation. 


Mr. Castillo to Mr. 
tion. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, December 11, 1834. 


Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth, December 15, 1834. T'rans- 
lation. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, January 9, 1835. 
Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth, January 12, 1835. Translation: 


Extract. 


Forsyth, December 4, 1834. Transla- 


| Mr. Castillo to Mr. 


Trans- | 


Trans- | 


Trans- | 


| latitude to the South sea. 
| in Melish’s map of the United States, published at Phila- 
| delphia, improved to the first of January, 1818. 


the source of the Arkansas river shall be found to fall 
Trans- | 


Trans- | 


| United States; but the use of the waters and the naviga- 
| tion of the Sabine to the sea, and of the said rivers Roxo 
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Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth, April 29, 1835. 

Mr. Castillo to Mr. Foreyth, April 29, 1835. 

Mr. Dickins to Mr. Castillo, May 11, 1835. 

Mr. Castillo to Mr. Dickins, June 2, 1835. 

Copy of the convention. Translation. 

Mr. Dickins to Mr. Castillo, June 4, 1835. 

Mr. Castillo to Mr.’ Dickins, Jane 6, 1835, 

Forsyth, July 10, 1835. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo, July 21, 1835. 

The same to the same, February 1, 1836. Extract. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, March 28, 1836. ‘T'rans- 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, April t, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, April 4, 1836. Translation. 

Copy of Mr. Gorostiza’s general power. ‘Translation. 

Copy of Mr. Gorostiza’s special power. ‘T'ranslation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, April 13, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, April 18, 1836. 
tion. 

Mr. Fersyth to Mr. Gorostiza, April 18, 1836. 

The declaration. 


Translation. 
‘Translation. 


Translation. 


Translation. 
Translation. 


Transla- 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett.—Extract. 


Department or Strate, 
Washington, March 26, 1825. 


€ + * * 


The final establishment of the limits between the terri- 


| tories of the United States and those of the United Mexi- 
| can States is an interesting object, to which you will di- 
rect your attention. 


' | amity, settlement, and limits, between the United States 
Mr. Butler to the President, February 26, 1835. Extracts. | 


By the third article of the treaty ** of 


of America and his Catholic Majesty,” concluded and 
signed at Washington on the 22d day of February, 1819, 
it is provided that ‘the boundary line between the two 


| countries west of the Mississippi shall begin on the Gulf 
of Mexico at the mouth of the river Sabine, in the sea, 
| continuing north, along the western bank of that river, 


to the 32d degree of latitude; thence by a line due north, 


| to the degree of latitude where it strikes the Rio Roxo of 


Natchitoches or Red river ; then following the course of 
the Rio Roxo westward, to the degree of longitude 100 


latitude 42 degrees north, and thence by that parallel of 
The whole being as laid down 


But if 


north or south of latitude 42, then the line shall ran from 
the said source, due south or north, as the case may be, 
till it meets the said parallel of latitude 42, and thence 
along the said parallel to the South sea. All the islands 
in the Sabine and the said Red and Arkansas rivers, 
throughout the course thus described, to belong to the 


and Arkansas, throughout the extent of the said boundary, 
on their respective banks, shall be common to the respec- 
tive inhabitants of both nations.” 

By the fourth article, provision is made for the appoint- 
ment, by each of the contracting parties, of a commissioner 


| and surveyor, to fix, with more precision, the line de- 


scribed in the third, and to place the land-marks which 
shall designate exactly the limits of both nations; but it 
has not yet been carried into execution. That treaty having 
been concluded when Mexico composed a part of the do- 
minions of Spain, is obligatory upon both the United 
States and Mexico. On the 15th of February, 1824, 
Mr. Torrens, the chargé d'affaires from Mexico near this 
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Government, addressed a note to this Department, (of | ernment of the United States of America, communicated to 
which a copy is annexed, ) in which -he declares the willing- | me, through the minister of internal and foreign affairs, 
ness of the supreme executive power of Mexico to accede | the necessary instructions to solicit from this Government 
to the limits agreed upon in the third article above men- | that the limits between the two countries be fixed accord- 
tioned, and its readiness to co-operate with the United | ing to the third article of the treaty of Washington of the 
States in carrying into complete effect those two articles. | 22d February, 1819, between the United States and Spain, 
Some difficulties may possibly hereafter arise between | drawing the line and establishing the land-marks by com- 
the two countries from the line thus agreed upon, against missioners appointed by both Governments, in the same 
which it would be desirable now to guard, if practicable; | manner as was provided by the 4th article of the sai 
and as the Government of Mexico may be supposed not to | treaty. I have, therefore, the honor to transmit the pres- 
have any disinclination to the fixation of a new line which , ent communication to your excellency, in order to ascer. 
would prevent those difficulties, the President wishes you | tain whether the Executive of the United States is dis- 
to sound it on that subject; and to avail yourself of a fa- | posed to acknowledge the said article, and will, according - 
vorable disposition, if you should find it, to effect that ob- | ly, appoint the commissioners aforesaid ; requesting at the 
ject. The line of the Sabine approaches our great west- | same time, that your excellency may be pleased to inform 
ern mart nearer than could be wished. Perhaps the Mex- | me as early as convenient, of the intention of the Presi- 
ican Government may not be unwilling to establish that of | dent of the United States on the subject. 
the Rio Brassos de Dios, or the Rio Colorado, or the I am, with the highest respect, your exce *s most 
Snow mountains, or the Rio del Norte, in lieu of it. By the | obedient servant, JOSE A. TORRENS. 
agreed line, portions of both the Red river and branches | His Excellency Joan Quincy Apams, ; 
of the Arkansas are thrown on the Mexican side, and | Secretary of State. 
the navigation of both those rivers, as well as that of the 
Sabine, is made common to the respective inhabitants of 














the two countries. When the countries adjacent to those Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett—Eztracts. a 
waters shall come to be thickly inhabited, collisions and DerartMEntT or Strate, ; 
misunderstandings may arise from the community thus September 24, 1825. 
established, in the use of their navigation, which it would * * e- « * . 5 


be well now to prevent. If the line were so altered as to 
throw altogether on one side Red river and Arkansas, and 
their respective tributary streams, and the line on the Sa- 
bine were removed further west, all causes of future col- 
lision would be prevented. The Government of Mexico | 


may have a motive for such an alteration of the line asis | The President sees, with regret, the reluctance on the 
here proposed, in the fact that it would have the effect of | part of the Mexican Government to agree to the opening of 
placing the city of Mexico nearer the centre of its terri- | the road from Missouri towards Santa Fé. The road was 
tories. If the line were so changed, the greater part, if | intended for purely commereial purposes, and doubtless the 
not the whole, ‘of the powerful, warlike, and turbulent In- people of both countries would be benefited by the ex- 
dian nation of the Camanches would be thrown on the changes which it would facilitate No misconception 
side of the United States; and as an equivalent for the | could be greater than that of its having originated in views 
proposed cession of territory, they would stipulate to re- | of territurial acquisition. If either party could lose by it, 
strain, as far as practicable, the Camanches from commit- it would probably be the United States, many of whose en- 


The President approves of your consenting to treat_on 
the two subjects of commerce and limits separately. Indeed, 
it was never contemplated that one of them should be de- 


* * . * 





ting hostilities and depredations upou the territories and terprising citizens might be tempted, by the intercourse to 
people, whether Indians or otherwise, of Mexico. which it would lead, in consequence of the greater cheap- 

But if you shall find that the Mexican Government is | ness, or other advantages, of the lands of the internal prov- 
unwilling to alter the agreed line in the manner proposed, inces, to migrate thither. ‘The connexion between the fix- 
and that it insists upon the execution of the third and | ation of limits and the proposed road is not perceived. 
fourth articles of the treaty before mentioned, you are au- | Wherever the limits may now or hereafter shall be estab- 
thorized to agree to the recognition and establishment of lished, the road will be useful. It proposes no disturbance 
the line as described in the third article, and to the demar- | jin existing or contemplated limits. In fact, an imperfect 
cation of it forthwith, as is stipulated in the fourth. But, trace or road, such as it is, is now used ‘ and the sole ques- 
in that case, you will urge, not however as a sine gua non, | tion is, whether it shall be rendered more convenient to the 
the insertion of an article in the treaty, by which each | persons whose interest or inclination shall induce them to 
party shall undertake to restrain the Indians residing with- | travel it. To defer making the road more visible and com- 
in his territories from committing hostilities upon the peo- fortable, for an indefinite period ; to deny to the parties mu- 
ple, Indians, or territories, of the other. The example of tually a certain benefit, in prospect of a future and contin- 
such an article, which will at the same time furnish a gent arrangement, to which it has no necessary relation, 
model for that which is proposed, is to be found in the | does not seem advisable. 
fifth article of the treaty of friendship, limits, and naviga- Nor does the President perceive the utility of a joint ap- 
tion, between the United States of America gnd the King | pointment by the two Governments, of << commissioners 

| 
| 


of Spain, which was signed at San Lorenzo el Real, the | who, by examining, together, the country within a given 
27th day of October, 1795. The hostilities which the 


President is desirous to restrain are afflicting to humanity 
when confined to the Indians themselves; but they often 
affect, collaterally, peaceable citizens who are no parties to 
them, and their property. 


latitude, frou one sea to the other, might present exact in 
formation upon which the limits might be established, as is 
desired.” After agreeing upon the principles on which a 
line of demarcation between the territories of two nations 
should be run, it has been usual to appoint, conjointly, 
commissioners to proceed to mark and abut the line. ‘Thei 
duty is then prescribed ; and if any variance arises between 
thein, observations and experiments, with proper instru- 
ments, generally enable them to reconcile it. But it has 
not been customary to send forth commissioners, either to 
agree upon a suitable boundary, or to collect data upon 
which the parties are subsequently to establish one. Such 


Mr. Torrens to Mr. Adams. 
Wasuinoton, February 15, 1824. 


Sir: The supreme executive power of Mexico, wishing 
to remove all matters that might affect the good under- 
standing which it is its desire to maintain with the Gov- 








pendent on the other. z 
* * 
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a course would be to reverse the order of proceeding which 
is recommended by the practice and experience of nations. 
It would probably leave the state of information which 
should guide the two Powers pretty much as it now is. 
There is but little likelihood that the commissioners would 
agree, and each set would be influenced by the separate 
views of policy which it might happen to take of the par- 
ticular country which it represented. If it were needful 
for both parties to acquire the knowledge which the Mexi- 
can Government supposes to be wanted, it would be better 
for each to send out its own exploring commissioners, un- 
der its separate instructions. For ourselves, although 
much, undoubtedly, remains to be known of the countries 
through which the line may be fixed, we believe that the 
stock of our information is sufficient to enable us to agree 
upon a boundary that would be satisfactory to us. In de- 
clining, however, to accede to the measure of creating a 
joint commission; the President would not be understood 
as objecting to a resort, by the Mexican Government, for 
its own satisfaction, to the appointment of commissioners 
for the purpose of collecting any information which it may 
desire. Should it persist in attaching importance to such 
a measure, the hope is indulged’ that no unnecessary time 
will be lost in sending out the commission, so that the ne- 
gotiation, in regard to the limits, nay be resumed with as 
little delay as possible. 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Poinsett— Extract. 


Deranrment or Srate, 
Washington, March 15, 1827. 
Sin: The great extent and the facility which appears to 


have attended the procurement of grants from the Govern- | 
ment of the United Mexican States, for large tracts of coun- | 


try to citizens of the United States, in the province of Tex- | sary that it should contain a stipulation for the mutal right 


as, authorize the belief that but little value is placed upon 
the possession of the province by that Government. ‘These 


alent, judging according to our opinions of the value of 
land. ‘They have been made to, and apparently in con- 
templation of being settled by, citizens from the United 
States. ‘These emigrants will carry with them our princi- 
ples of law, liberty, and religion ; and however much it inay 
be hoped they might be disposed to amalgamate with the 
ancient inhabitants of Mexico, so far as political freedom 
is concerned, it would be almost too much to expect that 
all collisions would be avoided on other subjects. Already 
some of these collisions have manifested themselves, and 
others, in the progress of time, may be anticipated with 
confidence. ‘These collisions may insensibly enlist the sym- 
pathies and feeling of the two republics, and lead to misun- 
derstandings. 

The fixation of a line of boundary of the United States 
on the side of Mexico, should be such as to secure, not 


merely certainty and apparent safety in the respective lim- | 


its of the two countries, but the consciousness of freedom 
trom all danger of attack on either side, and the removal 
of all motives for such attack. That of the Sabine brings 
Mexico nearer our great Western commercial capital than 


is desirable; and although we now are, and for a long time | 
may remain, perfectly satisfied with the justice and moder- | 


ation of our neighbor, still it would be better for both par- 


ties that neither should feel that he is in any condition of | 


exposure on tM remote contingency of an alteration in 
existing friendly sentiments. 


Impressed with these views, the President has thought | 


the present might be an auspicious period for urging a ne- 
gotiation, at Mexico, to settle the boundary between the 
territories of the two republics. ‘The success of the nego- 
tiation will probably be promoted by throwing into it other 
motives than those which strictly belong to the subject it- 
self. If we could obtain such a boundary as we desire, the 


} one million of dollars. 


127 


(25th Cone. Ist Szss. 


Government of the United States might be disposed to pay 
a reasonable pecuniary consideration. The boundary which 
we prefer is that which, beginning at the mouth of the 
Rio del Norte in the sea, shall ascend that river to the 
mouth of the Rio Puerco, thence ascending this river to 
its source, and from its source, by a line due north, to 
strike the Arkansa~, thence following the course of the 
southern bank of the Arkansas to its source, in latitude 
42° north, and thence by that parallel of latitude to the 
South sea. The boundary thus described would, accord- 
ing to the United States Tanner's map, published in the 
United States, leave Santa Fé within the limits of Mexico 
and the whole of Red river or Rio Roxa and the Arkansas, 
as far up as it is probably navigable, within the limits as- 
signed to the United States. If that boundary be unattain- 
able, we would, as the next most desirable, agree to that 
of the Colorado, beginning at its mouth, in the bay of 
Bernardo, and ascending the river to its source, and thence 
by a line due north to the Arkansas, and thence, as above 
traced, to the South sea. This latter boundary would 
probably also give us the whole of the Red river, would 
throw us somewhit farther from Santa Fé, but it would 
strike Arkansas possibly at a navigable point. ‘To obtain 
the first-described boundary, the President authorizes you 
to offer to the Government of Mexico a sum not exceeding 
If you find it impracticable to pro- 
cure that line, you are then authorized to offer, for the 


| above line of the Colorada, the sum of five hundred thou- 


sand dollars. If either of the above offers should be ac- 


cepted, you may stipulate for the payment of the sum of 


money, as you may happen to agree, within any period 
not Jess than three months after the exchange at the city 
of Washington of the ratifications of the treaty. 

Should you be able to conclude a treaty, it will be neces- 


of navigation of the Rio del Norte or the Colorado, as the 


. ; ese | one or the other of them may be agreed on; and for the 
grants seem to have been made without any sort of equiv- | 


exercise of a common jurisdiction over the river itself. 
‘The treaty may also provide for the confirmation of all 
bona fide grants for lands made prior to ifs date, with the 
conditions of which there shall have been a compliance ; 
and it may contain a provision similar to that in the Lou 
isiana and Florida treaties, for the incorporation of the 
inhabitants into the Union, as soon as it can be done con 


| sistently with the principles of the Federal constitution, 


and for their enjoyment of their liberty, property, and re 
ligion. 

There should also be a provision made for delivery of 
the country to the United States simultaneously, or as 
nearly so as practicable, with the payment of the consider 
ation. We should be satisfied with a surrender of pos- 
session at that time, as far as the river line extends, (the 


| Del Norte or the Colorade,) and to receive the residue as 


soon as the line to the Arkansas can be traced, which the 

treaty ought to provide should be done without unnecessary 

delay, and, at all events, before a future day to be specified. 
Jorn R. Pornsert, Eeg., &e. 


Vr. Van Buren to Mr. Poinset?. 


DirantTMent or Strate, 
Washington, August 25, 1829 
Sin: It is the wish of the President that you should, 
without delay, open a negotiation with the Mexican Go- 
vernment for the purchase of so much of the province ot 


| Texas as is hereinafter described, or for such a part there- 


of as they can be induced to cede to us, if the same lx 


| conformable to either of the locations with which you are 


herewith furnished. The President is aware of the diffi- 
culties which may be interposed to the accomplishment otf 
the object in view; but he confidently believes that 


the 
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views of the matter which it will be in your power to sub- 
mit, and the pecuniary consideration which you will be 
authorized to propose, will enable you to effect it. He is 
induced, by a deep conviction of the real necessity of the 
proposed acquisition, not only as a guard for our Western 
frontier, and the protection of New Orleans, but also to 
secure forever to the inhabitants of the valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, the undisputed and undisturbed possession of the 
navigation of that river, together with the belief that the 
present moment is particularly favorable for the purpose, to 
request your early and unremitting attention to the subject. 

The territory of which a cession is desired by the United 
States is all that part of the province of Texas which lies 
east of a line beginning at the Gulf of Mexico, in the 
centre of the desert or Grand prairie, which lies west of 
the Rio Nueces, and is represented to be nearly two hun- 
dred miles in width, and to extend north to the mountains. 
The proposed line following the course of the centre of 
that desert or prairie, north, to the mountains, dividing 
the waters of the Rio Grande del Norte from those that 
run eastward to the Gulf, and until it strikes our present 
boundary at the 42d degree of north latitude. It is known 
that the line above described includes the Spanish settle- 
ments of Ia Bahia and San Antonia de Bexar, comprising 
all the Mexican inhabitants ef the province, and this may 
furnish an objection to so extensive acession. If, from this 
circumstance, the objection should be made, and you find 
the Mexican Government disposed to cede any portion of 
the territory in question, you are authorized to agree to 
any of the following lines, regarding those farthest west as 
preferable. ‘The second proposed line commences on the 
western bank of the Rio de la Baca, where it discharges 


itself into Matagorda bay, and continuing up that river on | 


the western bank thereof to the head of its most westerly 
branch; thence due north until the line shall strike the 
Rio Colorado ; and thence up the Colorado river, on the 
western bank thereof, to the head of its principal stream ; 
thence by the most direct course that will intersect our line 
at the 42d degree of north latitude, and include the head- 
waters of the Arkansas and Red rivers. 

The third proposal may be a line to commence at the 


mouth of the Rio Colorado, where that river empties itself 


intu Matagorda bay, and on the west bank thereof, to con- 
tinue up that river to the head of its principal stream; and 
thence by a line drawn from the head of its principal stream, 
so as to intersect our present boundary line at the 42d de- 
gree of north latitude, including also the head-waters last 
mentioned. 

The last proposition may be a line to commence on the 
Gull of Mexico, at the mouth of the Rio Brassos de Dios, 
and on the westerly bank of that river, to pursue the course 
of that river up to the head of its most westerly branch, by 


the west bank thereof; and from the head of that branch of 


the river by such a course as will enable us to intersect our 
present line at the point already indicated. 

In the event of adopting either of the propositions which 
establish the mouth of the La Baca river or the mouth of 
the Colorado river as the boundary, it must be stipulated 
for an extension of that line due south from the mouth of 
the river to the Gulf of Mexico. 

The preceding boundaries are as definite as, with the 
materials in the Department, I have been able to make 


Boundary— United States and Mexico. 


is the most considerable, and may, with reason be claiined 
to be the one referred to in the treaty. ‘The distance be. 
tween them, although only four miles where they enter the 
bay, at some places approaches to one hundred. ‘That 
there is much ignorance of the localities of the province, 
and consequently confusion and error in the maps of it 
which are extant, is certain. Whether the representations 
which have been made upon the subject to this Govern- 
ment be founded in truth, or are the suggestions of inter- 
ested individuals. to subserve particular views, remains to 
be seen ; but this is not the only nor the strongest objection. 
The Sabine is a very inconsiderable stream, | 
gable by small crafts. The bay is shallow, and 
nor the river can ever become the seat of sufficient com- 
merce to authorize the establishment of a custom-house or 
other public agency in its vicinity. Without such estab- 
lishment, it is impossible to prevent that frontier from be- 
coming the seat of an extensive system of smuggling, alike 
injurious to the true interests of both countries. ‘The lands 
east of the Sabiue are, for the most part, and to a great ex- 
tent, so poor and so effectually cut off from commercial 
facilities, that they never can receive or sustain a dense or 
even respectable population. It is mainly to that cause 
that the objectionable character of its present inhabitant: ts 
to be attributed. The frontier, therefore, as long as it re- 
mains such, must continue to be what it has heretofore 
been, a receptacle for smugglers and outlaws. In addition 
to the disadvantage which must result to the United States 
from their dependance on such a population for the pro- 
tection, in the first instance, of their border, the present 
state of things is well calcwated to create incessant difli- 
culties and broils with the citizens of the adjacent parts of 
Mexico, who, owing to the superiority of their soil, and 
the greater commercial advantages that belong to that side 
of the river, will naturally be more numerous and of a more 
respectable character. ‘There may not be cause for much 
apprehension from this source at the present day, or for a 
a short time to come; but in so grave a matter as the ar- 
rangement and establishment of a boundary between inde- 
pendent nations, it becomes us to look into futurity. Thus 
viewing the matter, itis far from visionary te see in the 
present condition of things the germ of future discontenis, 
which may grow into national complaints and heart-burn- 
ings, and perpetually foster and ivflame a spirit of jealousy, 
to which our neighbors are already too much inclined. 
We are not left altogether to conjecture ard speculation 
as to the results which are to be expected from a contiguity 
of settlements under such unfavorable circumstances. “The 
experience of the past affords the means of a safe estimate 
of the future. A spirit of enterprise, and not unfrequently 
of encroachment, has been exhibited by our citizens who 
inhabit that frontier, which has been productive of much un- 
easiness to the Mexican Government, and not without so- 
licitude to this. Most of the grants that have been made 
in Texas are already in the hands of Americansand Euro 
peans. Notwithstanding the cautious policy evinced by 
the Mexican Government in the designation of an exten- 
sive border territory, within which no grants should be 
made or settlements permitted, the improvements of the 
Americans on the Texas side commence from what is 1 






| garded as the boundary line, and are scattered over the pro- 


. ' 
them. Itis, nevertheless, probable that they may be greatly 


improved by a more accurate knowledge of the localities of 
the country. It is submitted to your discretion to make 
such alterations as shall appear to you to be clearly bene- 
ficial to the United States. 

The boundary at present assumed hy Mexico is deemed 
objectionable as well on the ground of its alleged uncer- 
tainty as for reasons of a different character. It is repre- 
sented to us that, of the two streams which empty into the 
Sabine bay through the same channel, the one farthest west 


hibited territory. Not only has the interdict been thus dis- 
regarded by the adventurous spirits who have been attract- 


| ed thither by the unsettled state of the Mexican Govern- 


ment, but that Government itself has (it is understood 


| beeninduced, by a conviction of the impossibility of causing 


it to be respected, to make grants within its limits. ‘Tl 
want of confidence and reciprocal attschment between th: 
Government and the present inhabitants of Texas, (00 
Spanish, ) from whatever cause arising, is too notorious tv 
requise elucidation. It has, in the short space of five years, 
displayed itself in not less than four revolts, one of them 
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having, for its avowed object, the independence of the coun- | a sinister understanding with the Indians. By yielding 


trv. This Government embraced the earliest opportunity 
to satisfy that of Mexico that the resistance to her lawful au- 
thority thus made, was without aid or countenance, direct 
or indirect, from us. The ancient and weli-settled policy 
of the United States in this respect is so well known, and 
has been so scrupulously adhered to, as to leave no room 
for apprehensicn that it can be ever or long misunderstood 
by other Powers. But still, the recurrence of scenes like 
these, whilst they furnish the causes of onerous expenses 
and perpetual inquietude on the part of Mexico, must, in the 
nature of things, have a tendency to excite, at least, tem- 
porary suspicions of our motives, and produce consequent 
heart-burnings, hostile to those cordial and friendly rela- 
tions which should ever be preserved between neighboring 
States. It shall be the business, as it is the duty of this 
Government, so to conduct itself towards Mexico as to fur- 
nish no just grounds for complaint ; but it would be much 
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better for both to extinguish the sources of misapprehension | 


by an arrangement founded upon principles of just re- 
ciprocity. 

The situation of Texas, in relation to the numerous 
tribes of Indians within its borders and in its vicinity, also 


presents matter which deserves the serious consideration of 


the parent Government, and which may, it is believed, be 
successfully urged in favor of the cession. 

The Camanche Indians, a numerous and daring tribe, 
have for years been a scourge to Texas; they have, more 
than once, swept every article of live stock from their own- 
ers, and killed the inhabitants of San Antonio on the com- 
mons in front of the public square. ‘They are apprized, 
nroreover, that Indians of a still more active, warlike, and 
daring character have recently settled in ‘Texas, and that 
their number is daily increasing: these are the Shawnee, 
Cherokee, and Kickapoo tribes. They claim an equal 
right of occupancy in Texas with the Mexicans themselves, 
and are prepared, as they say, to maintain it by force. 
‘The ground of this claim is understood to be an invitation 


which, they say, was given to them by the Spanish autho- | 


rities before the Revolution, to settle in the province to 
protect its inhabitants against their old enemy, the Caman- 
ches. Their number, at this time supposed to amount to 
five hundred warriors, is constantly increasing, and will 
necessarily increase much more upon the removal of the 
great body of the American Indians further west. 
have selected spots for their settlements, and defy the pub- 
lie authorities to dispossess them. ‘To protect the civilized 
inhabitants of Texas against Indian aggressions, as well 


as to keep in check the tumultuous spirit of portions of the | 


inhabitants themselves, the Mexican Government deems it 
necessary to keep on foot a considerable military establish- 
ment in the provinee. This has been very expensive to 


their finances, peculiarly burdensome, and will, probably, 
be of necessary continuance so long as the province belongs 
to Mexico. 
concerned, proved quite inadequate to the object in view. 
It is said that the soldiers are insulted by the savages at 
the muzzles of their guns; and that, when complaints are 
made, the officers frankly acknowledge their inability to 
give redress. Similar aggressions were made on the Amer- 
ican settlements soon after their first establishment, but 
the perpetrators were invariably followed and punished. 


eral years, abandoned all active hostility against the Amer- 
icans, whilst they have continued their aggressions upon 
the Mexicans. ‘These practices, in addition to the positive 
injury they cause to the Mexicans, have the effect. of ag- 
gravating existing jealousies in the minds of the Mexican 
inhabitants, by infusing a suspicion that the exemption 
which is attributable solely to that hardihood, courage, and 
enterprise which distinguishes our border-men, arises from 
Vor. XIV.—A 17 


It has, however, so far as the Indians are | 
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| out rendering a just and fair equivalent for it. 
"he consequence has been that the Indians have, for sev- | 
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to the United States a portion of Texas, the Mexican Gov- 
ernment will not only be relieved from the expense of- its 
several garrisons in that country, but will secure a protec- 
tion to their own térritory, by interposing the United States 
between the Indians and their eastern frontier, which is 
their exposed point. The Camanches have hitherto con- 
fined their expeditions tothe eastern side of the Rio del 
Norte, and no apprehension is felt on the west side of that 
river; for, in addition to the extent of desert to cross, be- 
fore they can reach the western settlements, there is also 
a river of great width with a rapid current to overcome. 
‘There is another consideration, of much intrinsic weight, 
which may be urged, if reference to it would not, in your 
judgment, give cause of offence. 

Being on the spot, and fully conversant with the feelings 
of those who constitute the Mexican Government, and 
with current events, your judgment as to the effect likely 
te be produced by what is said or proposed upon this sub- 
ject, is most to be depended upon. The unsetiled state of 
the Mexican Government is too well known to be dis- 
guised. The successive revolutions to which it has al- 
ready been exposed attest the fact; and the dangers which 
threaten it from the intrigues, if not the open hostilities of 
Spain, are of a character which cannvot be regarded with 
indifference. ‘This consideration, with many others that 
might be stated, but which your knowledge of circumstan- 


| ces will readily suggest, expose her extended confederacy 


to the hazard of dismemberment. It will be readily ad- 
mitted by her well-informed men that, in such an event, the 
first successful blow would, most probably, be struck in 
Texas. Although the separation of that territory for a 
limited period would not be of much importance, still the 


| probable effect of the example could not fail to be highly 


detrimental. A state of things which renders go disastrous 


| an event possible, not to say probable, deserves the serious 
| consideration of that Government. 


The line proposed as the one most desirable to us, would 
constitute a natural separation of the resources of the two 
nations. It is the centre of a country uninhabitable on 
the Gulf; and, on the mountains, so difficult of access, 
and so poor, as to furnish no inducement for a land inter- 
course; and, of course, no theatre for those differences 
that are almost inseparable from a neighborhood of com- 
mercial interests. It corresponds with the habitual feel- 
ings of the people of Mexico, and with the avowed policy 
of the Mexican Government, by causing a wide separation 
and difficulties of intercourse between the inhabitants of 
the two countries, and by preventing those excitements 
and bickerings invariably produced by the contiguous op- 
eration of conflicting laws, habits, and interests. The 


| commercial establishment which would be forthwith made 
the Government, and is, in the present depressed state of | 


at the Nueces, and in its vicinity, would enable us 
to preserve, in a great degree, the morals of the inhabi- 
tants of both sides, by the prevention of smuggling ; and 
the Mexican Government, by thus respecting the real in- 
interests of the United States, without actual prejudice to 
its own, would afford the strongest evidence of that spirit 
of friendship by which the United States have always been 
influenced towards it, and which should ever characterize 
the conduct of neighboring republics. 

The President does not desire the proposed cession with- 
He, there- 
fore, authorizes you to offer to the Mexican Government 
for a cession according to the first-mentioned boundary, a 
sum not exceeding four millions of dollars ; and so strong 
are his convictions of its great value to the United States, 
that he will not object, if you should find it indispensably 
necessary, to go as high as five millions. You will, of 
course, consult the interests of the United States, by ob- 
taining the cession (if it can be obtained at all) upon terms 
as favoruble and for a price as low as practicable regard. 
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ing the sum above stated only as the maximum amount to, ciples of the federal constitution, and for the enjoyment of 


which you are authorized to go. Should you find the 
Government of Mexico unwilling to part with as large a 
portion of their territory as would be included in the first- 
mentioned bounds, but disposed to cedé a less quantity, 
you will, in such case, endeavor to obtain a cession agree- 
able to some one of the boundaries above described, urging 
them in the order of preference before stated, and stipulate 
to pay therefor a sum which, estimating five millions as a 
fair compensation for the largest extent proposed, would 
be a proportionate equivalent for that which is ceded. 

A credit of three or four years, by annus! and equal 
instalments, upon an interest of six per centum, would be 
preferred ; but, if necessary, you may stipulate for the pay- 
ment of the money within four months, or some other rea- 
sonable time after the exchange of the final ratifications of 
the treaty, and the delivery of the possession of the ceded 
territory. 

The ratification must be required to take place on the 
part of the Mexican Government before the treaty is sub- 
mitted to the Senate of the United States for its ratification 
on our part. 

I have already stated that the present moment is regarded 
by us as an auspicious one to secure the cession; and will 
now add, that there does not appear to be any reasonable 
objection to its being embraced, on the score of delicacy, or 
from an apprehension that, in doing so, we would give 
offence to the Government of Mexico. Nothing would be 
more adverse to the feelings of the President than to give 


that Government reason to believe that he is capable of | 
taking advantage of their necessities, to obtain from them | 


any portion of the Mexican territory, the cession of which 
would impair the true interests or commit the honor of that 
country. 

The comparatively small value of the territory in ques- 
tion to Mexico; its remote and disconnected situation; the 
unsettled condition of her affairs; the depressed and lan- 
guishing state of her finances; and the still, and at this 
moment particularly threatening attitude of Spain, all com- 
bine to point out and recommend to Mexico the policy of 








parting with a portion of her territory of very limited and | 


contingent benefit, to supply herself with the means of de- 
fending the residue with the better prospect of success, and 
with less onerous burdens to her citizens. It is for the 
Federal Government of Mexico, if they approve of the policy 
of doing so, to judge of their constitutional power to make 
the cession. It is believed that no doubt could exist on that 
point, if the consent of the State of Coahuila were obtained ; 
and if the views we take of the true interests of the repub- 
lic of Mexico are not founded in error, it is supposed that 
such consent would not be withheld. 

Should you be able to conclude a treaty, and either of 
the rivers herein mentioned be agreed upon as the boundary, 
it will be necessary that it should contain a stipulation for 
the mutual right of navigation, and for that of common 
jurisdiction over the river itself. The treaty may also pro- 
vide for the confirmation of all bona fide grants of land 
made prior to its date. Your situation in Congress must 
have made you sensible of the embarrassments and difficul- 
ties under which the United States have labored from fre- 
quent applications for the confirmation of titles to lands in 
the territories heretofore ceded to them, in cases in which 
the original conditions of the grants had not been complied 
with. 
part of the United States, to confirm grants previously made, 
should be limited, in terms more explicit than heretofore 
used, to cases in which the conditions of the grants have 
been fully complied with, whenever the time for such com- 
pliance shall have expired. ‘he treaty may also contain 


treaties, for the incorporation of the inhabitants into the 
Union, as soun as it can be done consistently with the prin- 


It is therefore desirable that the stipulation, on the | 


their liberty, property, and religion. It will, of course, 
contain a stipulation for the delivery of the country to the 
United States simultaneously, or as nearly so as may be 
practicable, with the payment of the consideration 

This despatch will be delivered to you byColonel Anthony 
Butler, of the State of Mississippi. Colonel Butler has 
made himself well acquainted, by actual examination, with 
the territory in question, its streams and localities. In the 
belief that he deserves your confidence, and that he may be 
useful to you in the negotiation by supplying you with 
facts which might not otherwise be within your reach, he 
has been instructed to observe your directions in regard to 
his stay at Mexico, and his agency in the matter whilst 
there. 

A full power, authorizing you to negotiate and conclude 
a treaty, as stated above, is herewith transmitted to you. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, M. VAN BUREN. 

Jorn R. Poinsetrtr, Esq. 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary U. S. to Mexico. 





Mr. Livingston to Mr. Butler.—E.xtract 


Department or Strate, 
Washington, March 20, 1833. 


The situation of affairs in the State of Texas vy Coahuila 
makes it important that yuur negotiation on that subject 
should be brought toa speedy conclusion. It is at least 
doubtful whether, in a few weeks, any stipulation could be 
carried into effect. No new instructions on the subject of 
the proposed cession being deemed necessary, the President 


has directed me to refer you to those already given on that 
subject. 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Butler. 


DerartMent or Statr, 
Washington, January 13, 1834. 


Str: You are aware that the period fixed by the third 
article of the treaty of limits with Mexico, and the article 
additional thereto, for the meeting of the commissioners 
and surveyors provided for by that treaty, expired on the 
2d of April last, and that in consequence of the omission 
of the Mexican Government timely to appoint the commis- 
sioner and surveyor on their part, no such meeting took 
place. The appointment of the commissioner on the part 
of the United States was made on the 30th May, 1832, 
and publicly announced in the Globe newspaper at Wash. 
ington, on the 19th of July, 1832, and notice was given 
to Mr. Montoya, the Mexican chargé d’affaires, on the 20th 
of the same month, that this Government was prepared to 
proceed conjointly with that of Mexico to the designation 
of the boundary line; and though Mr. Montoya was re- 
quested, at the same time, to state whether any arrange- 
ment had been made on the part of his Government for that 
object, and, if not, to request the immediate attention of 
his Government to the subject, this Department remained 
wholly without information as to the appointment of 
commissioner and surveyor on the part of Mexico, until 
the 4th ultimo, when I was informed by Mr. Castillo, the 
Mexican chargé d'affaires, under date of the 2d of the 


| same month, that the Mexican commissioner and surveyor 


had been appointed. I learn verbally from Mr. Castillo 
that he has not been advised as to the time of their ap- 


| pointment ; but by a report made by the Minister of Foreign 


| Affairs to the Congress of Mexico on the 20th of May last, 


a provision similar to that in the Louisiana and Florida | I perceive that no such appointment had then been made; 


on the contrary, the minister speaks of the commission 4s 
yet to be created by each Government. 
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Under these circumstances, the treaty of limits cannot 
be carried into full effect without a new convention be- 
tween the two Governments providing for that object. 

The President directs, therefore, that you will couclude 
a.new convention with the Mexican Government, consist- 
ing of a single article, stipulating for an extension of the 
time prescribed by the third article of the treaty for the 
meeting of the commissioners and surveyors, and author- 
izing them to meet for the performance of their duties at 
any time within one year after the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of the new convention. And to enable you to exe- 
cute these instructions, the necessary powers are herewith 
transmitted to you. ‘The new convention which you are 
now instructed to conclude must be ratified by the Mexican 
Government previously to submitting it for the ratification 
by the United States, and provison must also be made for 
the exchange of the ratifications at Washington within | 
one month after it shall be ratified by the United Stites, | 
It is the wish of the President, therefore, that as soon 
as the treaty shall be ratified by the Mexican Government, 
you will ask for your audience of leave, and return home, 
bringing the ratified treaty with you. 

The previous ratification of the new treaty by the Mexi- 
can Government is a necessary precaution against impedi- 
ments similar to those which have heretofore baffted the ef- 
forts of the President finally to close this subject; and 
when it is considered that these H\ave arisen chiefly, if not 
entirely, from the neglect of the Mexican Government, she | 
cannot with any propriety decline complying with the 
terms now presented. 

In your audience of leave, you will state to the Mexican 
authorities that the President has been induced by impera- 
tive considerations, connected with the public service, to 
require your presence in the United States, and that it is 
his intention as early as practicable to renew our diplo- 
matic relations with the Government of Mexico. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ayrnost Bururr, Esq. 

Charge @ Affaires of the United Stales, Mexico. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Butler.— Extract. 
Derantmensr or Sratr, 
Washington, July 2, 1835. 

Sin: [ have presented for the consideration of the Pres- 
ident your letter of the 17th ultimo, relative to the nego- 
tiation with Mexico for Texas. By his direction, I have 
the honor to inform you that no sufficient reason appears 
upon it for any changes in the instructions that have been 
heretofore given to you on that subject. With an anxious 
desire to secure the very desirable alteration in our bound- 
ary with Mexico, the President is resolved that no means 
of even an equivocal character shall be used to accomplish 
it. It is due to the occasion to say to you als», that on the 
examination of your communications on this subject, con- 
nected with your verbal explanations, no confidence is felt 
that your negotiation is likely to be successful; but as you 
entertain a confident belief that you can succeed in a very | 
short time, it is deemed proper to give you the opportunity 
of benefiting your country by your exertions, and of doing 
honor to yourself. The President, however, instructs me | 
to say that the negotiation must be brought to a close at 
once, so that the result may be known by the meeting of 
Congress, as provision must be made, in case it is success- | 
ful, fur carrying it into execution. You will be expected 
in the United States as soon as it is closed, to report the | 


result, whatever it may be, by December. 
* . ~ e « * * 


I have the honor to be, &e. 


JOHN FORSYTH. 
Axriony Burcer, Esq. Chargé d’ Affaires, &e. 


[25th Cone. Ist Sxss. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Butler.—Eztract. 


Derantment of Srarrr, 
Washington, August 6, 1835. 

Sir: It having been represented to the President that 
the port of St. Francisco, on the western coast of the 
United Mexican States, would be a most desirable place of 
resort for our numerous vessels engaged in the whaling 
business in the Pacific, far preferable to any to which they 
now have access, he has directed that an addition should be 
made to your instructions relative to the negotiation for 
Texas. The main object is to secure within our limits the 
whole bay of St. Francisco. If you can induce the Mex- 
ican Government to agree to any line which will effect this, 
you are authorized to offer a sum of in addition to 
the sum you were directed to offer for the first line men- 
tioned in your original instructions upon the sub- 
ject. You are to endeavor first to obtain the following 
boundary, which is considered the most eligible : 

Beginning at the Guif of Mexico, proceed along the 
eastern bank of the Rio Bravo del Norte to the 37th paral- 
lel of latitude, and thence along that parallel to the Pacitic. 
This line may probably be supposed to approach too near, 


if not to include, the Mexican settlement of Monterey. If 


this objection should be urged, you can obviate it by ex- 
plaining that we have no desire to interfere with the actual 
settlements of Mexico on that coast, and you may agree to 
any provision effecting the great object of securing the bay 


| of St. Francisco, and excluding Monterey andthe territory 
| in its immediate neighborhood. 


As it is not deemed essential to obtain the Rio Bravo del 
Norte for our western boundary, if any objection should be 
made to it, you may next propose the western line specified 
in your original instructions, but stopping at the 37th par- 


| allel, or at any other line that would include the bay of St. 
| Francisco, and proceeding along such line to the Pacific. 


If the Rio Bravo del Norte should be agreed upon as the 


| western line, you may stipulate for the free navigation of 
| that river to both parties. 


If, however, you cannot obtain a southern line which 
will include within our limits the whole bay of St. Fran- 
cisco, you will proceed under your vriginal instructions, 
and bring the negotiation to a close, as directed in the let- 
ter from the Department of the 2d July, 1835, No. 94. 

J have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Axtuony Burien, Esq., 

Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States, Mexico. 


Mr. Poinsetl to Mr. Clay.—Extracts. 
Mexico, July 18, 1825 

Sin: I waited on the Secretary of State, by appoint- 
ment, on the morning of the 12th instant, in order to dis- 
cuss the manner of conducting the negotiations for the 
treaties of commerce and of limits between the two nations. 
It was agreed to treat the two subjects separately. 

* . * * 

With respect to the treaty of limits, I suggested that, 
although the Government of the United States held itselt 
bound to carry into effect the treaty of limits concluded with 
the King of Spain 22d of February, 1819, still it would 
appear more becoming the independent character of this 
Government to lay aside that treaty altogether, and to en- 
deavor to establish a boundary which would be more easily 
defined, and which might be mutually more advantageous. 
The Secretary exoressed himself much gratified by such a 
suggestion, and proposed that the two Governments should 
forthwith appoint commissioners to make a reconnoissance 
of the country bordering on the line formerly settled with 
Spain, sv as to obtain such information in regard to that 
portion of our respective territories as would enable us to 
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act cadestuniiigls on the subject. 


I objected to this pro- 
posal the limited powers of the President of the United 
States, and that such an appointment could not well be 


made until the next meeting of Congress. He replied, 
that his Government would be very averse permanently to 
fix the limits between the two nations on the very slender 
information they at present possessed of that frontier coun- 
try. After some further conversation on the subject, it 
was agreed that ‘he should address me a note, stating the 
views of this Government in relation to the proposed con- 
vention of limits. ‘This has not yet been received. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
obedient servant, J. R. POINSETT. 





Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay.—Extract. 


Leeation oF THE Unitep States or America, 
Mexico, July 27, 1825. 

Sin: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, a transla- 
tion of the note from the Secretary of State of this Govern- 
ment, on the subject of the road from the State of Missouri 
to Santa Fé of New Mexico ; and respecting the treaties of 
commerce and limits between the two nations, to which 
alluded in my last, marked A ; 
marked B. 

I find that there exists great apprehension in the minds 
of the people of this country that the Government of the 
United States contemplate renewing their claim to the ter- 
ritery north of the Rio Bravo del Norte; and it may be of 
some importance to consider their great sensibility on this 
subject, when the line of country to be examined, with a 
view to the limits between the two nations, shall be deter- 
mined on, should the President think proper to accede to 
the proposals contained in the accompanying note. 


A. 
Mr. Alaman to Mr. Poinsett. 


Mexico, July 20, 1825. 

Sin: 
excellency addressed to me on the 17th of last month, re- 
specting the measures 
United States of 
western limit of the State of Missouri to the frontier of 
these States, in the direction of Santa Fé in New Mexico, 


and its continuation beyond those limits, in concert with | 
this Government, in the hope that I might be able, at the | 
same time, to address your excellency upon a subject of | 
more extensive importance, which embraces, as your ex- | 
On | 


cellency has observed, this of which we are treating. 
your presentation to the most excellent senor President of 
this republic, your excellency signified that you were au- 
thorized by your Government to conclude treaties of com- 
merce and limits with this; and certainly the opening of 


this new road supposes the existence of these treaties, by | 


virtue of which the limits which divide this republic from 
that will be settled, as well as the regulations which are to 
govern the commercial relations of both nations; nor will 
it be easy to separate them, without incurring inconve- 
niences very difficult to avoid. So that the President be- 
lieves it tv be more plain and easy to commence by con- 
cluding the treaties which you are authorized to make, 


leaving the business of marking out the road to he adjusted | 


afterwards, as dependent upon them, and which this Gov- 
ernment is disposed to concur in, as it is convinced that 
this new channel of communication between the two na- 
tions, which is about to be opened, will be equally useful 
and beneficial to both. 

In the actual state of things, the final conclusion of a 
treaty which should embrace the two points of commerce 
and of limits, could not be effected with that promptness 
which this Government wishes. ‘lhe marking out of limits, 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Megister. 


I bad postponed answering the note which your 


adopted by the Government of the | 
America for opening a road from the | 








Rewibanye- United States and ‘Memite. 





by its nature, and the particular difficulties which in ow 
case attend such a work, both by want of the topographica| 
information sufficiently exact to inspite any confidence, and 
from the series of trigonometrical observations which it 
would be necessary to make on a vast extent of unexplored 
country, is subject to delays that, however great the zeal 
with which both Governments might forward the work, 

would consume a great deal of time; when, on the other 
hand, the two subjects might be separated without any pre- 
judice to the national interests. We might then, if your 
excellency thought proper, (and this is the opinion of the 
President, ) proceed immediately to negotiate the treaty of 
commerce, leaving on one side the point of limits; and 
that we might negotiate on this subject, the two Govern- 
ments might name their commissioners, who, on examin- 
ing together the eountry within a given latitude, from one 
sea to the other, might present exact information upon 
which the limits might be established as is desired. This 
manner of proceeding throws no obstacle in the prosecu- 
tion of the end proposed ; fog, whether the bases for marking 
the limits are designated previously in the treaty to be then 
afterwards defined with precision by both commissioners of 


I | both Governments, or whether we proceed in the manner | 
together with my reply, | 


have the honor to propose to your excellency, the result will 
always be the same, with the only difference, that by the 
| method indicated we might proceed with more certainty, 
and we should possess more exact information to go upon 
The commissioners which this Government might nominate 
for this object, might likewise receive instructions respect- 
ing the demarcation of this road, so that both these points 
| might be taken into consideration and satisfactorily settled. 
| Your excellency will be so good as to transmit to your 
| Government what [ have the honor to propose to you by 
order of the President, assuring it at the same time of the 
sincerity of this Government, and of the desire with which 
it is animated to establish, in a solid manner, and to 
| strengthen more and more the relations of friendship be 
| tween two people so intimately united by the similarity ot 
| their institutions and their intereste. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest considerations, 





&e., LUCAS ALAMAN. 
B. 
Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Alaman. 
Leeation or tur U.S, A. 
Mexico, July 27, 182 
Sin: L have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your excellency’s note of the 20th instant, in which you: 
| excellency proposes to postpone the business of marking 
out the road from the frontiers of the United States to Santa 
Fé of New Mexico, until after the conclusion of the treatics 
of commerce and of limits between the two republics, 0: 
until after the appointment of commissioners to explore 
that tract of country which will include the frontiers of the 
| two States. 
| Although very unwilling to urge this Government to 
adopt a measure which it apprehends may be attended with 
| unavoidable inconveniences, I cannot but regret this delay, 
| believing, as I do, that it will prove injurious to a con 
merce just rising into existence between the Western 
| States of North America and New Mexico. ‘The commis 
| sioners for this object have been appoirited by the Govern- 
| ment of the United States, and are, probably, by this time, 
on the spot, waiting the result of an arrangement which, 
from the mutual benefits it is calculated to confer on both 
nations, the President of the United States presumed woul 
meet. with no obstacle or delay on the part of the Govern- 
ment of Mexico; especially as it was believed that an ai 
rangement might have been made so as effectually to pre- 
vent the occurrence of those inconveniences which this 
Government appears to apprehend. The object of marh 
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ing out this road at this time, is to enable the caravans to 
find their way through the unexplored and trackless waste 
that lies between the frontier of the State of Missouri and 
Santa Fé of New Mexico. ‘To postpone this business un- 
til the appointment of commissioners to survey that part of 
the country, with a view to the final adjustment of our 
limits, will embarrass that trade very much; and [ still 
venture to hope that his excellency the President of these 
States will instruct yonr excellency to enter into some ar- 
rangement with me by which this desirable end may be 
sooner accomplished. 

Aware as I am that the Government of the United States 
of America is equally anxious with this to conclude, as 
early as possible, a treaty which shall settle on a permanent 
basis the future commercial relations of the two countries, 
I readily accede to your excellency’s proposal to separate 
the two subjects of commerce and limits, and request you 
will communicate to-his excellency the President my readi- 
ness to proceed immediately to negotiate the treaty of cor- 
merce with such person or persons as he may think proper 
to appoint. 

With respect to your excellency’s proposal, that the two 
Governments should forthwith appoint commissioners, who, 
by a careful examination of the country from sea to sea, 
within a given latitude, might furnish exact information 
upon which the limits could finally be adjusted, I see only 
one serious objection to it, and that is the great delay such 
a course is likely to occasion. ‘The President of the Uni- 
ted States, if he accedes to this proposal on the part of this 
Government, cannot appoint such commissioners until after 
the meeting of Congress in December next, nor could they 
be on the ground before the spring of 1826: their opera- 
tions could not be concluded in less than one year, leaving 
the boundary undefined by treaty for the term of two years. 

Agreeably to the wishes of his excellency the President 
of these United States, I shall transmit to my Government 
his proposals on this subject; and, in the mean time, pray 
your excellency to accept the assurances of respect and 
consideration with which I have the honor to be 

Your excellency’s most obedient and humble servant, 


J. R. 





Mr. Alaman to Mr. Poinselt.—Extract. 


Mexico, August 10, 1825. 

The President has seen with satisfaction the disposition 
of your excellency to separate the two negotiations of com- 
inerce and of limits, forming a particular treaty for each of 
these objects, and has, in consequence, thought proper to 
honor with his commission, for the purpose of adjusting 
the first, the most excellent Senor Don José Ignacio Esteva, 
Secretary of State for the Department of the Treasury, 
and myself, who will be ready to enter into conference 
with your excellency as soon as you think proper to ad- 
vise us that you are so disposed. With regard to the sec- 


und point, the difficulties and delays which occur to your | 


excellency are inevitable in either case; for the limits can- 


not be definitively settled until the reconnoissance of the | 


country has been made; and all that can be done to short- 


en the time, is to facilitate this examination in the man- | 


ner I have proposed to your excellency, and which you 
offer to present to your Gavernment. 


Mr Poinsett to Mr. Clay.—Extract. 


Lecation or Tut Unirep States, 
Mexico, September 20, 1825. 


Sin: I had an interview this morning with the Secre- 


tary of State, at his request, on the subject of the bound- 
ary line between the two republics. He began by saying 
that he wished to ascertain the ancient boundaries between 


POINSETT. | 
| 
| 


(25th Cone. Ist Sxss. 





the United States and the Spanish possessions, as defined 
by the treaty of 1795, and asked me to trace them for him 
in Melish’s map. I did so, but observed, at the same 
time, that that treaty was concluded before the ‘cession of 
Louisiana. I then inquired his object in wishing to as- 
certain the former boundaries. He replied, that he thought 
it would be advisable in the treaty we were about conclud- 
ing, to specify the ancient boundary until the new line was 
agreed upon. I replied, he must be aware that, previous 
to the treaty with Spain concluded at Washington in 1819, 
the United States of America claimed to the Rio Bravo del 
Norte, and Spain to the Mississippi; and that treaty was a 
compromise of various disputed claims made by the con- 
tracting parties; that it was binding on the United Mexi- 
can States, having been concluded before their emancipa- 
tion from Spain, and has since been acknowledged by their 
accredited agents in the United States. ‘There had been ample 
time to have carried that treaty into full effect, but that the 
Government of the United States had been withheld from do- 
ing so only by motives of delicacy towards Mexico. That 
the same motives had induced me to propose an entire 
new treaty, which should not allude to the one formerly 
concluded with Spain; but that in so doing I did not in- 
tend to yield one square inch of land which was included 
within the limits of the United States according to the 
boundary line at that time agreed upon. That in my 
opinion a more advantageous boundary might be drawn 
between the two countries, but that such a line was nut to 
be sought for east of the Sabine or north of the Red river 
or the Arkansas; and that, finally, no article such as he 
proposed could be inserted in the treaty, without my re- 
newing in it the claim of the United States to the country 
north and east of the Rio Bravo del Norte. 

On my return home I sent him a copy of the note from 
the Mexican chargé d'affaires to the Secretary of State at 
Washington, together with the treaty between the United 
States and Spain concluded at Washington in 1819. 








Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay.—Extract. 
Lecatrion oF THe Uniten Srares, 
Mexico, March 18, 1825. 


* 7 ” e * 


By the colonization law passed in August, 1824, the 
General Government reserved twenty leagues of land fromm 
the frontiers of neighboring nations, and ten leagues from 
the sea shore, which cannot be granted by the States ex- 
cept with the previous consent of the Executive. Having 
learnt that the President had given his consent to a grant 
of land made by the State of Coahuila and Texas, of a 
tract situated within that limit, on the Red river, I called 
this morning at the office of the Secretary of State, and 
told Espinosa that I should not consider any grant as valid 
that was made while the negotiations were pending, in the 
event of that portion of country being included by the 
treaty within the limits of the United States. He admitted 
that the objection was proper, and engaged to write to the 
State of Texas on the subject. 





Mr. Poinsett to Mr, Clay.—Extract. 
Lecation or tue Unirev Srares, 

Mexico, July 12, 1826. 

This Government has appointed General Teran to ex- 
amine the country near our respective frontiers, and to ob) 
tain such information as will enable them to treat upon 
that subject understandingly. ‘his is the gentleman form- 
erly nominated by the Executive to proceed to London, 
and whose appointment was not confirmed by the Senate. 
He telis me that he will leave the capital in all September. 
I suppose his departure will not take place before late in 
October. 
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26th Cone. Ist Sxss.] Boundary—United Slates and Mexico. 
Mr. ‘Poinsett to Mr. Clay. The Mesican Chamber of Depeties puand a sestbution, | 
Leeatron or Tax Unirep States, when the treaty was formerly before them, on which, | 


understand, they will insist. It is in these words, viz 
‘«‘Phis Chamber will not take into consideration the treaty 
which the Government has concluded with that of the 
United States of America, until an article shall be inserted 
in it recognising the validity of that which was celebrated 
by the cabinet of Madrid, in the year 1819, with the Gov- 
ernment of Washington, respecting the limits of the terr- 
tories of the two contracting parties.” 

The plenipotentiaries, in reply to all my observations on 
the subject, and to my proposals to alter the limits, insisted 
that Mexico had a right to consider that treaty binding 
upon the United States, as being invested with all the right. 
of Spain, and bound by all the obligations of the mother 
country. ‘hey instanced the cession made by Spain to 
Gréat Britain of certain rights in the Bay of Honduras, 
which, however inconvenient to the Mexican Government, 
it had nevertheless felt itself bound to ratify ; and, in short, 
declared that if I did not consent to comply with the reso 
lution of the Chamber of Deputies, it would be useless to 
discuss the other articles of the treaty, as it was certain tla! 
Congress would not ratify any treaty which did not con 
tain such a provision. 

1 withdrew my opposition, but observed that, as the 
treaty of navigation and commerce was for a limited period, 
and that of limits perpetual, it would be better to make 
them distinct conventions; to which proposal the Mexican 
plenipotentiaries consented. 


; Mr. Poins Mr. Clay.—Extract. 
Mr. Poinsett to Mr, Clay.—Extract. fr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay.—Extract 
Lsearies. or raz Unites Ovrarse Lecarion or THE Unirep States, 
156 ? STaTEs, we i 
Mexico, Octuber 6, 1827. Mexico, February 7, 1828. 
. * * ° ° » | Sim: [ transmit herewith copies of the treaty of limits 


and of the protocols of the conferences held with the Mex 
ican plenipotentiaries upon that subject. 

I did not insist upon introducing the article respecting 
the obligation of the parties to restrain the Indian tribes ré 
siding within their respective territories from committing 


Mexico, April 10, 1827. 

Sin: [ have the honor to transmit herewith a transla- 
tion of the report of the committee of the House of Deputies 
on the treaty concluded here on the 10th of July last.” 

This report has been discussed in secret session, and 
sent back to the committee with instructions. The House 
disapproved of some of the extraordinary principles laid 
down by the committee in their report, and moreover de- 
sired to have inserted in the treaty an additional article, 
declaring the treaty of limits, concluded at Washington, | 
between the United States of America and Spain, to be 
valid, and binding upon the high contracting parties. The | 
argument for this declaration, which was advanced in the 
House and supported by a large majority, is the propriety 
of considering this republic as having inherited all the 
rights of Spain. ‘The principle has hitherto been urged | 
effectively in all the disputes between the civil and eccle- 
siastical authorities ; and at this particular moment it is of 
the utmost importance to this Government to establish it 
beyond all controversy. 

The committee has not yet reported. 

The British treaty has been ratified, having passed both 
Houses without the slightest objection. 

T have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. H. Crary, 

Secretary of State, Washington. 








The only act passed by the Congress, since the com- 
mencement of their session, of any importance, is the ap- 
propriation of fifteen thousand dollars towards defraying 
the expenses of the commissioner, General Teran, appointed 
by this Government to examine and report upon the coun- ates : : at 

dan raat I hostilities against the people, Indians, or territories of the 


ry which lies nes 1 he boundary between the ' oa : . 
try which lies near and upon the boundary betwee | other, because it is inserted in the treaty of amity, com 


United States and Mexico, agreeably to the views of this | ee ‘ . 
; a2 a —s os . ; merce, and navigation, which I am about concluding. 
Government, as expressed in their communication of the 


a3 a se You wi erceive, b r conferences, 

of August, 1825. The commission has not set out S Sie parnenehy Sy Sn. geeneee of eer ovalere ae 
= ne # that I did not oppose any obstacles to the wishes of this 
on this expedition for want of funds, Congress having ap- | F Ss ; ; 

at: < | Government to adopt the limits settled by the treaty of 
propriated what the ‘T’reasury does-not at this moment con- | wy). : 

; : ¥ ; ie | Washington. 

tain. In private conversations with the President and . 
Secretaries, [ have sought to convince them of the useless- | 
ness of this expedition until the treaty of limits is defini- 
tively settled. ‘They say, in reply, that the public is so | 
anxious to have that question settled, that they think it 
politic so to act at present, and assure me of their earnest 
desire to adjust that delicate point as soon as possible. ‘The : ; 
President appointed Don José Ignacio Esteva and Don Present, J. R. Poinsett, plenipotentiary of the United 
Juan José Espinosa plenipotentiaries to treat with me; but | States of America, and their excellencies, Don Sebastian 
having understood that Mr. Camacho is hourly expected | Comacho and Don José Ignacio Esteva, plenipotentiaries 
from london, he prefers waiting the arrival of that gentle- | of the United Mexican States. 








Protocol of the first conference between the plenipolentia- 
ry of the United States of America and the se 
tiaries of the United Mexican States, in order to 
clude a treaty of limits, held on the 8th i tawery, 
1828. 


; : : T ; nas" s 

man, in order that the former ‘plenipotentiaries may con- | he plenipotentiaries of Mexico read the resolution of 

tinue the negotiations. | the Chamber of Deputies; which is in the following words, 
; VIZ: 


‘* This House will not take into consideration the treaty 
which the Government has concluded with the United 
LrGaTion OF THE su NiTeD STates, States of America so long as it does not contain an article 
Mexico, January 8, 1828. | which shall renew the existence of the treaty celebrated by 
Sin: The negotiations were renewed this day, and, | the cabinet of Madrid in the year 1819, with that of Wash- 
from the disposition manifested by the Mexican plenipo--| ington, respecting the territorial limits of the two contract- 
tentiaries, in this first conference, I have every expectation | ing parties.” 
of concluding the treaty of friendship, navigation, and | ‘This resolution was passed on the 2d of April, 1827, 
commerce, favorably and promptly. | and the treaty was accordingly sent back to the President 
Salt clue eck diene Wes thes Ramadeosd dha Caek tassae of the United Mexican States. 
nor was it acted upon hy the Mexican Congress in season for the rati- rhe plenipotentiaries observed that this resolution ren- 
fications to have been exel d within the stipulated ti | deved it imperative upon the Executive first to settle thi 


. Poinseti to Mr. ‘lay. —Eviruct. 
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important question; and, from the tenor of the note ad- 
dressed to them by the plenipotentiary of the United States, 
they presumed he could have no objection to regard the 


above-mentioned treaty as in full force, and binding upon | 


the United States. 

The plenipotentiary of the United States replied that, 
although the limits as settled by the treaty of Washington 
were liable to some objections, and might be altered advan- 
tageously for both the contracting parties, as he had before 
frequently explained, still, if the Government of Mexico in- 
sisted upon the execution of the third and fourth articles of 
that treaty, he could not object to it. 


The Mexican plenipotentiaries said that their Govern- | 


ment had invariably acted upon the principle that Mexico 
was bound to respect the treaties of the Spanish monarchy 
prior to the declaration of her independence ; as for instance 


Great Britain had acquired rights from Spain within the 


territory of Mexico, (in the bay of Honduras, ) whick, how- 
ever inconvenient to this Government, it was proposed not 
to disturb, and had acknowledged the existence of those 
rights in the recent treaty with that Power. 

The plenipotentiary of the United States replied that he 
did not intend to dispute the validity of a treaty concluded 
between the United States and Spain at a period when Mex- 
ico formed a component part of the Spanish monarchy ; 
and that it was evident, from former conferences, and from 
his note on that subject, that he had never controverted 
this principle. Any alteration of the treaty of Washing- 
ton must depend upon the mutual consent of the present 
contracting parties ; but as the Executive and the Chamber 
of Deputies of Mexico appeared determined to insist upon 
carrying the third and fourth articles of that treaty into ef- 
fect, he should no longer object to it. 

It was then agreed that the treaty of limits should be 
made separately, because this was a permanent convention, 


whereas that of amity, navigation, and commerce, was in- | 


tended to exist only for a limited period. 
J. R. POINSETT. 
8. COMACHO. 
J. Y. ESTEVA. 


Protocol of the second conference between the plenipotenti- 


ary of the United States of America and the plenipoten- | 
tiaries of the United Mexican States, held on the 10th | 


of January, 1828. 

Present, the plenipotentiaries. 

The following preamble and article were drawn up and 
agreed to, viz: 

‘*The limits of the United States of America with the 
bordering territories of Mexico having been fixed and desig- 


nated by a solemn treaty concluded and signed at Wash- 


ington on the 22d day of February, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, between 
the respective plenipotentiaries of the Government of the 
United States of America on the one part, and of that of 
Spain on the other: and whereas the said treaty having 
been sanctioned at a period when Mexico constituted a part 
of the Spanish monurchy, it is deemed necessary now to 
confirm the validity of the aforesaid treaty of limits, regard- 
ing it as still in force and binding between the United 
States of America and the United Mexican States. 

“Art. 1. The dividing limit of the respective bordering 
territories of the United States of America and of the Uni- 
ted Mexican States, being the same as were agreed and 
fixed upon by the above-mentioned treaty of Washington, 
concluded and signed on the 22d of February, in the year 
1819, the two high contracting parties will proceed forth- 
with to carry into full effect the third and feurth articles of 
said treaty, which are herein recited, as follows ”’ 

J. R. POINSETT. 
S. COMACHO. 
J. ¥. ESTEVA. 


Boundary— United States and Mexico. 
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Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay—Eztract. 


Le@ation or Tux Unitep States, 
Mexico, April 24, 1828. 

Sin: The treaty of limits has been ratified by the House 
of Representatives, and is now before the Senate. You 
will perceive that it will be impossible to send the ratifica- 
tion of this Guvernment to Washington in time for the ex- 
change of ratifications to take place within the term desig- 
nated by the treaty. This delay has originated from the 
extreme indolence of the person who formerly filled the of- 
fice of Secretary of State of this republic. He kept this 
treaty in his office upwards of two months without submit- 
| ting it to Congress, although I repeatedly represented to 
| him the prejudice that would result from this delay, especi- 
| ally to the Mexican Government, which had already des- 
patched its commissioner to the frontiers. 


Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Clay. 


LeeaTion of THE United States, 
Mexico, April 26, 1828. 
Sir: The treaty of limits between the United States and 
Mexico, concluded and signed on the 12th of January last, 
was yesterday ratified by the Mexican Senate. ‘The pe- 
| riod fixed by the treaty for the exchange of ratifications be- 
| ing four months from the date of its signature, I shall not 
transmit the ratification of this Government by express. 
It could not possibly arrive at Washington in time. I re- 
gret the delay which has occured here, because 1 am aware 
| it will render it necessary to submit the treaty a second 
| time to the Senate. This ( ongress despatched it with tol- 
erable promptness. ‘I'he delay, as I before observed, was 
| occasioned by the dilatory habits of the former Secretary 
| of State. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, J. R. POINSETT. 
Hon. Henny Cray, 
Secretary of State, Washingtun. 


Mr. Poinsett to the Secretary of State.—Extract. 


Lxeeation or THe Unrten Srares, 

Mexico, March 10, 1829. 
In combination with the Secretary of Foreign Relations, 
| Don Lucas Alaman, the President had formed a plan to 
negotiate a new treaty of boundaries, by which we were 
| to be reduced to the margin of the Mississippi; for they be- 
| lieved that, by the treaty of Washington, we had unjustly 
deprived Spain of a large portion of her territory. They 
were exceedingly surprised, therefore, when no objection 
was made by this legation to renew the negotiations 
on that subject altogether, with a declaration that, in that 
event, the United States would assume the line of the Rio 
Brave de! Narte as the boundary; as the reasons which 
nad induced them to cede to Spain their rights to that ter- 
ritory, did not apply to this country. They were assu- 
red that we regarded the treaty of limits as binding upon 
both parties, because it had been concluded when Mexico 
formed a part of the dominions of Spain, but that no ob- 
jection would be mude on our part to annulit. The Con- 
gress, more wise, compelled the Executive subsequently 
to confirm that treaty. 


Mr. Poinsett to Mr. Van Buren.—Ezxiract. 


Lecation or tat Uniten Starts, 
Mexico, July 22, 1829. 
They at first proposed that both parties should send com- 
missioners to examine the country situated at and near the 
boundary fixed by the treaty of Washington from sea to 
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sea, for they had heard of a neutral territory which, by the 
superior acuteness of Mr. Adams, had been wrested from 
Spain, and other absurd stories, which an actual examina- 
tion would elucidate. 

Next they proposed to me to fix provisionally the bound- 
ary line in the treaty of commerce, then in progress of ne- 
gotiation, where it was supposed to have existed prior to 
the treaty of Washington. They desisted from this proposal 
only upon my insisting, in such a case, of inserting the 
claim of the United States to the territory north of the Rio 
Bravo del Norte. For further particulars on this subject, 
T refer you to my despatch dated the 20th of September, 
1825, and marked No. 19. 


Mr. Butler to Mr. Van Buren.—Extract. 
Mexico, May 19, 1830. 

Upon the subject of our treaties, I can barely say, that 
commissioners have at last been determined upon and an- 
nounced to me on the part of thisGovernment. They are 
the Secretary of State, Mr. Alaman, and Mr. Manjino, 
Secretary of the Treasury. ‘There is little doubt but that 
the negotiations would have commenced some weeks since, 
for every thing was in good train for the purpose, and Mr. 
Alaman had suggested to me a belief that the acting Pres- 
ident would appoint him to meet me. This was conclusive 
as to his nomination, and he was the gentleman of all 
others I should have selected. 





The Mexican plenipotentiaries to Mr. Butler, 
(Translation. } 


Parace or THE Fenerat Government, 
Mexico, May 21, 1830. 

The undersigned, Secretaries of State, of Domestic and 
Foreign Affairs, and of the Treasury, have the honor of 
addressing your excellency, and to communicate that they 
are fully authorized by the most excellent the Vice President, 
exercising the executive power, to commence negotiating 
on the subject of the treaties pending between the United 
Mexican States and your Government. 

Therefore, the undersigned request your excellency will 
please to appoint a day for the first meeting on the afore- 
said subject; availing themselves of this opportunity for 
offering to you the assurance of their distinguished consid- 
eration, &c. LUCAS ALAMAN, 

RAFAEL MANJINO. 

To Senor Don Anruony Butter, 

Chargé d affaires. 





Mr. Butler to Mr. Monasterio. 


LeeaTion of THE Uniten States or AMERICA, 
July 25, 1832. 

The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States, 
has the honor of transmitting herewith a copy of the treaty 
of limits negotiated by the plenipotentiaries United Siates 
of America and the United Mexican States, together with 
the proclamation of the President of the United States 
declaring the exchange of the ratification thereof. The 
treaty having now become the supreme law of the land, 
the President of the United States of America is prepared 
to execute all the provisions thereof, and for this purpose 
will, with all convenient despatch, appoint commissioners 
on our part to ascertain and mark the line of boundary be- 
tween the two nations, in conformity with the stipulations 
contained in the treaty referred to. In making this com- 
munication it becomes my duty to say that apprehensions 
are entertained on the part of my Government that the line, 
as designated in the treaty recently ratified, will produce 
inconveniences and perhaps create difficulties that it will 


be the interest no less than the desire of the Government 
of the United States to obviate ; and the President feels the 
fullest confidence that his excellency the Vice President of 
the United Mexican States will act under the influence oj 
a similar spirit. For this purpose I have received instruc- 
tions from the President of the United States of America 
to propose the establishment of a new boundary between 
the two nations, more conformable to the mutual interest 
of each, and better adapted, not only to preserve the integ- 
rity of national domain, but to promote other objects alike 
interesting to both parties. 

I have to request that you will place this communication 
before his excellency the Vice President, to the end that he 
may enter into a consideration at once of the subject pre- 
sented in this note; and should he concur in opinion with 
the President of the United States of America as to the 
propriety of investigating anew the question of adopting a 
different boundary between the two nations, that in such 
event a plenipotentiary on the part of Mexico may be ap- 
pointed, with whom I am prepared to compare and exchange 
powers preliminary to an entrance upon the discussion o} 
the subject of boundary above referred to. 

The undersigned embraces this opportunity to renew to 
Mr. Monasteriv the assurances of his distinguished consid 
eration. ANTHONY BUTLER. 

To Josren M. O. Monasrento. 





Mr. Gonzalez to Mr. Butler. 
[‘Translation. } 
Pavace oF THE Fevenat Government, 
Mexico, February 14, 1833. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State and of Relations, 
has the honor to inform you that he has submitted to his 
excellency the President, the note addressed by you to this 
department on the 26th of July last, containing informa- 
tion that the treaty of limits agreed upon between the two 
republics had been published by the Government of the 
United States, and that, conformably with its terms, com- 
missioners would be appointed, who would, at the proper 
period, proceed jointly with those on the part of Mexico, 
to fix the line of demarcation between the two countries. 

The circumstances from the influence of which this re- 
public is now emerging, have prevented a reply from being 
hitherto made to this note, and have likewise hindered the 
publication of the treaty, which will, however, be done 
within a few days. In the mean time, the undersigned 
has been ordered to assure you that the Government of 
Mexico will, without delay, appoint commissioners, who 
will proceed, jointly with those on the part of the United 
States, to fix the limits defined in the treaty, and of whose 
appointment you will be notified in due time. The Mexi 
can Government, considering the treaty as it has been con- 
sidered by that of the United Sates, namely, as a supreme 
law, will do all in its power to carry its stipulations most 
rigorously into execution. 

The undersigned, in thus replying to your note, has the 
honor to renew the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

BERNARDO GONZALEZ 
To Axnruoxy Butter, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States of America 





Mr. Butler to Mr. Gonzalez. 

Lecarion or toe Usiren Srares or Amenica, 

Mexico, February 16, 1833. 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, has the henor of acknowledging the receipt 
this day of the note of your excellency, dated on the 14th 
current, in reply to a communication addressed by the 
undersigned to the Department of Foreign Affairs on the 
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26th of July, 1832. In the communication referred to by 
your excellency, it was the purpose of the undersigned to 
bring under the notice of the Mexican Government the 
great delay which had occurred in making known to the 
States and the people of the Mexican confederation that a 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, and one of boun- 
dary, had been negotiated and ratified between Mexico and 
the United States of America, and had become the su- 
preme law of the land to both nations... This prompting 
seemed the more proper, inasmuch as the citizens of the 
United States of America resident in the United Mexican 
States had suffered and were suffering exactions, and were 
deprived of the enjoyment of privileges, in some of the in- 
terior States of this confederation, against the first of which 
they were protected, and in the full advantage of the latter 
they were assured, under the guarantee of stipulations 
contained in the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation 
between the two nations; yet, when appeal was made to 
this treaty, on the part of those who were either restrained 
in their privileges, or suffered aggression on their rights, the 
uniform answer returned was, ‘‘we can recognise no 
treaty, never having been officially informed thereof by 


_ the Supreme Government of Mexico, and cannot therefore 


respect any claim which you prefer under its authority.” 
Hence we see the propriety of giving the earliest publicity 
to that instrument, in such mode as, according to the prac- 
tice of this Government, shall confer upon the treaty of 
amity and commerce the validity of a public law; and the 
undersigned has been prompted to make this suggestion, 
inasmuch as no reference has been made to that treaty in 
the note of yeur excellency dated on the 14th current, and 
just received at this legation. 

It will not escape the observation of your excellency that 
notwithstanding treaties of amity, commerce, and naviga- 
tion, and of limits, were concluded between this Govern- 
ment and that of the undersigned more than two’years past, 
and the ratifications of which were exchanged and publi- | 
cation thereof made in the United States of America, invest- 
ing them with all the sanctions of a supreme law nearly 
one year since, still these national contracts of equal and 
mutual obligation upon each Power remain in that of Mex- 
ico a dead letter, under the pretext that official promulga- 
tion has never becn made. 

And ifthe undersigned has not hitherto remonstrated 
with more frequency and energy against this delay, and the 
consequences which it was daily unfolding, the reasun and 
his motives will find their explanation in the peculiar con- 
dition in which Mexico was placed for the last twelve 
months. 

A longer delay, however, in giving publicity to the trea- 
ty of amity and commerce must inevitably lead to greater 
aud more frequent violation of its provisions, and the in- 
stances of which may at length accumulate in such number 
and magnitude as shall require not only prompt and ample 
redress, but may have a tendency to disturb the harmony 
which at present so happily subsists between Mexico and 
the United States ; and it is to obviate such a state of things 
that the undersigned would pray you, sir, to lay this mat- 
ter immediately before his excellency the President of the 
United Mexican States, thatsuch order may be taken thereup- 
on as his excellency may deem expedient on the occasion. 

The undersigned renews to your excellency the assu- 
rances, &c. A. BUTLER. 

I'v his Excellency Benvanno Gonzarez, 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
of the United M:xican States. 





Mr. Gonzalez to Mr. Butler. 
Patace or THe Fepenat Government, 
Mexico, February 21, (833, 
The undersigned, Sscretary of State and of Relations, 
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acknowledges the receipt of the note which you were pleased 
to address to him on the 16th instant, urging the necessity of 
proceeding without delay to the publication of the treaties 
concluded between these United States and those of Ameri- 
ca; and he has now the honor to repeat to you what he 
said in his note of the 14th—the engageinent on the part of 
the Mexican Government to carry into effect within a few 
days the said publication, which has only been postponed 
on account of the peculiar circumstances in which the na- 
tion Kas been placed during the greater portion of the past 
year, and which have terminated sv fortunately. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to you, sir, the protestations of his consideration and es- 
teem. 

BERNARDO GONZALEZ. 

To Anruonry Butter, Esq., 

Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. of America. 





Mr. Gonzalez to Mr. Butler. 
(Translation. | 


Pavace ory THe Feperat Government, 
Mexico, February 27, 1833. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State and of Relations, 
has the honor to send to you, herewith, copies of the treaty 
of amity, commerce, and navigation, and of the treaty of 
limits, between these United States and those of America , 
repeating, at the same time, what he has already said in 
several different notes, with regard to the circumstances 
which have delayed the prompt publication of these docu- 
ments. 
The undersigned, on this occasion, renews to you, sir, 
the assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 
BERNARDO GONZALEZ. 
To Anruony Butier, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. af*America. 





Mr. Butler to Mr. Garcia. 
Lecarion or tae Unirep Srates or Ameniva, 
Mexico, September 6, 1833. 

The undersigned, chargé d’affuircs of the United States 

of America, had the honor of communicating to the Supreme 
Government of Mexico, in a note addressed by the under- 
signed to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, more 
than one year past, information of the fact that his Govern- 
ment had appointed a commissioner on their part to estal- 
lish and mark the line of limits and boundary between the 
two nations of Mexico and the United States of America, 
in conformity with the treaty on that subject; and the un- 
dersigned was instructed at the same time to propose a re- 
view of the question of limits, for the purpose of defining 
more exactly and clearly the landmarks of such line than 
had been done by the treaty of 1819, between Spain and 
the United States. This proposition was received and en- 
tertained by the administration then in power, and action 
upon it merely suspended in consequence of the unsettled 
condition of Mexico at the period referred to. ‘The under- 
signed has more than once, during the present year, renew- 
ed the application for reconsidering and newly arranging, in 

| aclear manner, and on a permanent basis, this question, 
still unsettled between the two nations—a question always 
highly delicate, and deeply interesting to the parties con- 
cerned—but without having the good fortune to elicit a reply 
from the Supreme Government, although the ordinary cour- 
tesy observed between nations in their intercourse with each 
other might have fairly authorized the expectation of such 
reply. Not without hope, however, that the difficulties 
which are known to surround this question may yet be ad- 
justed in an amicable and satisfactory manner to both the 
patties interested, the undersigned will once more invoke 


the attention of vour excellency to the subject, re juesting 
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that it may be aia dininetly under the santana of 
the Vice President, for his decision thereupon ; and the un- 
dersigned is the more anxious for a decision on the subject 
at this time, inasmuch as a period so auspicious for the set- 
tlement of this question will perhaps never again occur. 
The undersigned cannot doubt that the proposition herein 
renewed will attract the regard of the Supreme Government 
of Mexico equally with that of his own, and that the result 
will be an immediate, permanent, and amicable arrange- 
ment, in which the interests of both parties will be consult- 
ed and promoted. 

The undersigned has the honor, &c. 

ANTHONY BUTLER. 
To his Excellency Cantos Garcia, &c. 








Mr. Butler. 


[ ‘Translation. } 


Garcia to Mr. 


Patace or Tas Fenenat Government, 
Mexico, S:ptember 25, 1833. 


The undersigned, Secretary of State and of Relations, | 


has the honor to inform Mr. Anthony Butler that his ex- 
cellency the Vice President, with the view of carrying into 
execution the third article of the treaty of limits between 
these States and those of America, has appointed Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Don Tomas Ramon del Moral as commissioner, 
and Don Castillo Nevarro as surveyor. 

The undersigned embraces this opportunity to repeat to 
Mr. Butler the assurances of his very distinguished con- 
sideration. CARLOS GARCIA, 

To Axruony Burier, Esq., 


Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. of America. 





Mr. Butler te Mr. McLane.—Bwtract. 
Lecaticn or rae Uniren Srares or AmEnica, 
Mexico, July 1, 1834. 


Str: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
despatches to No. 66 inclusive, with the exception of 
No. 47. Nos. 57 and 58 have recently been received, 
after making the circuit, perhaps of the whole Mexican 
confederation. It seems that they were intrusted to the 
care of a gentleman on his way to Mexico, who, travelling 
for amusement, pursued a different route from that at first 
intended, and after keeping the despatches in his possession 
for weeks, placed them at length in the ordinary convey- 
ance, by which they are received. 

I perceive that by No. 58 J am directed to conclude ‘* a 
new convention” with the Mexican Government on the 
subject of boundary, and which ‘* new convention” ‘* must 
be ratified by the Mexican (iovernment previously to sub- 
mitting it for the ratification of the United States,” &c. ; 
and [ am also informed that it is the wish of the President 
that I should myself be the bearer of the new convention to 
the United States. I presume that there will be no diffi- 
culty in concluding a new convention on the subject indi- 
cated ; but, as the authority to ratify resides in the General 
Congress, which assembles on the first day of January next, 
and who may keep the question before them for a month or 
more, I beg leave to suggest whether it would not be best 
to permit my return to the United States immediately, 
either on leave of absence for a short period, or as a retire- 
ment from the mission altogether. [am fully persuaded 
that the public service may derive benefit from an interview 
either with yourself or the President, at which certain com- 


munications may be made, and opinions freely exchanged | 
and compared, which it is impracticable to do by any other | 


mode ; and, after this interview, it may be better determined 
whether the public interest will be more advanced by my 
return to Mexico, or 
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by the anpointiment of a successor to | 












os mission ; and I carnestiy ee that this matter may be 
submitted to the consideration of the President without de- 
lay, so that his determination be made known to me as 
early as practicable. 

Hon. Lovis McLane. 





Mr. Butler to Mr. Lombardo. 
Lreation or THE Unitep States or AMERICA, 
Mexico, December 21, 1834. 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honor of informing his excellency the 
Secretary of State, that by a communication received te- 
cently from the Government of the undersigned, he is in- 
structed to propose to that of Mexico a renewal of the . 3 
treaty of boundary between the two nations. * 
Your excellency is fully aware of the importance of the 
subject, and the interest which Mexico no less than the 
Government of the undersigned should feel in its adjust- 
| ment; and he may be permitted to express the hope and 
the expectation that the question will now be disposed of 
without any unnecessary delay. ‘T'wo treaties have al- 
| ready been negotiated between the two nations upon this 
subject, neither of which have been executed, notwith 
standing the Government of the undersigned have douue 
| every thing on their part which was within their compe- 
tency for the accomplishment of this work, whilst Mexico, 
by omitting to perform the necessary acts on her part, ov- 
sasioned the treaty to expire. ‘The undersigned will not 
permit himself to imagine motives for such an extraordinary 
indifference as Mexico has manifested upvn this subject, 
but confines himself to stating, as he is instructed to «do, 

_ that longer delay in adjusting the true boundary between 
Mexico and the United States of America cannot be pet 
mitted. 

The undersigned forbears to urge the many cogent rea 
sons for concluding this subject definitely, because they are 
too obvious to require being stated ; he will merely remark 
that Mexico being in the occupancy of a large portiun of 
territory which the Government of the undersigned con 

| ceives respectfully to belong to the people of the United 
States, and great part of which, it is understood, has al- 

, ready been granted under the authority of Mexico to vari- 
ous individuals, it becomes the more imperiously urgent 
that this question should promptly be disposed of. The 

| undersigned requests, therefore, that this subject be imme- 
diately brought before his excellency the President of the 
Mexican United States, with the view of concluding the 
treaty in time to be acted on by the Senate of the United 
States of America, which will adjourn on the 4th day of 
March ensuing. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to his excel 
lency Mr. Lombardo the assurances of his great considera 
tion. ANTHONY BUTLER. 

To his Excellency Francisco M. Lompanpo, 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
of the Mexican United States, 





Mr. Gutierrez de Estrada to Mr. Butler. 


(‘T'ranslation. } 
Pavace or THE Fepenat Government, 
Mexico, February 7, 1835 
The undersigned, Secretary of State and of Internal anc 
Foreign Relations, has the honor to inform Mr. Anthon 
Butler that he has informed himself of the contents of the 
| note which Mr. Butler addressed to this Department on 
the 27th of January respecting the settlement of the limi'+ 
between these States and the United States of America. 
| The undersigned must inform Mr. Butler, in reply, that 
as powers and instructions with the same object have been 
forwarded to the chargé d'affaires of this republic i 
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Washington, and notice his been received, under date of 
December 16th, of their having reached him, and of the 
commencement of the negotiation with Mr. Forsyth, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, it is proper to await the result, 
or otherwise inconvenient contradictions might arise from 
the confusion which would be likely to ensue. 

But for this just reason, the undersigned, Secretary of 
State and of Relations, would have had the utmost pleasure 
in treating with Mr. Anthony Butler with regard to the 
settlement of limits; as, being well aware of that gentle- 
man’s moderation, his sense of honor, and the correctness 
of his principles, he is convinced that this affair might be 
terminated most easily in a tanner conformable with 
justice and with the interests of both nations. 

The undersigned expresses to Mr. Anthony Butler the 
assurances of his constant esteem and distinguished con- 
sideration. J. M. GUTIERREZ DE ESTRADA. 

To Anruony Butter, Esq., 

Chargé de Affaires of U. S. of America. 


Mr. Butler to the President.— Extracts. 
Mexico, February 26, 1835. 


My prar sin: From my letters of November and De- 
cember last, you expected me in Washington city before 
this; and so I should have been, but for a most untoward 
event, which I shall explain to you. I have already in- 
formed you of my intention to remain in Mexico until the 
meeting of Congress—first, because I wished to see how 
the reform Congress would open; and, secondly, for the 
purpose of carrying home with me the ratification of the 
boundary treaty, as I was instructed to do; when, after 
all the delay, I was, on the 9th day of the present month, 
informed that the negotiation on that subject had been 
transferred to Washington city. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs for Mexico has 
changed hands three times since May last, and this created 
some confusion in the business of that department. You 
are aware that my instructions for renewing the boundary 
treaty arrived here in the beginning of June of the past 
year ; and these instructions enjoined it on me to have the 
treaty ratified before sending it home. A short time pre- 
vious to receipt of these instructions, General Santa Anna 
had dissolved the Congress, so that it was impossible to 
obtain the ratification until a new election could take place 
and the members assemble. Immediately on receiving the 
despatch, I addressed a note to the Department of State, 
advising the Secretary of my having been invested with 
powers to conclude a treaty with Mexico for the establish- 
ment of the boundary between the two nations; and upon 
a question from the Secretary whether it would be neces- 
sary to enter upon the subject immediately, I replied in the 
negative, informing him very frankly that on account of 
the delays such things suffered in Mexico, it was my de- 
sign hot to send home the treaty until it had been first 
ratified here ; and as there was no Congress, and would be 
none until January, the subject might remain over for the 
present if he desired it. He expressed himself much 
pleased, saying that he expected very soon to lose the of- 
fice ; that he was very much engaged in closing every thing 
in which he had been concerned, as far as practicable ; and 
as the work of this treaty would not be more than an hour, 
myself and some other gentleman, his successor, might 
conclude it just before Congress assembled. As this was 
all true, I felt disposed to let the question lie over, to 
gratify the Secretary. As he had anticipated, he went 
out of office in a very few weeks; and I did not revive the 
subject with his successor officially until the beginning of 
December, when I directed his attention to my official note 
of June past to his predecessor, and desired to know when 
it would be agreeable to the Mexican Government to com- 
merice the negotiation. My note remained unanswered 


| has occasioned the transfer to Washington city. 
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until January, when just about the period of the meeting 
of Congress, I addressed the Secretary a second note. 
About this time it was rumored that another change would 
shortly be made in the department. 7 z . 

In January the change, as expected, actually took place, 
upon which I immediately addressed the new Secretary, 
directing his attention to the delays that had occurred, and 
requesting him to appoint an early day for commencing 
the negotiation ; when, to my great surprise, he replied to 
me in a few days, stating that the negotiation had been 
intrusted to Mr. Castillo: and that letters had been receiv- 
ed from him saying that on the 10th Degember last he had 
entered upon the subject with Mr. Forsyth; and conse- 
quently it became proper to wait the result of that negotia- 
tion, lest by carrying it on at the same time at two differ- 
ent points, embarrassment might be produced. I give you 
all these facts, even at the hazard of being deemed tedious, 
rather than permit you to suppose that any neglect of mine 
And now 
I shall most certainly return in the New York packet for 
April, and be able perhaps to bring with me the exchange 
of ratifications ; if, as I suppose, the treaty is already fin- 
ished, and may be expected here from day to day. 


Mr. Gutierrez de Estrado to Mr. Butler. 
(Translation. } 


Patace or THe Fenerat GovERNMENT, 
Mexico, Murch 29, 1835. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State and of Relations, 
has the honor to inform the chargé d’ affaires of the United 
States of America, that, according to the communications 
last received from the representative of the republic in 
Washington, no steps had been taken in the negotiation 
with which he was charged, for the purpose of prolonging 
the period set forth in the treaty of limits, for the meeting 
of the commissioners of the two Governments, whose duty 
it would be to fix those limits, agreeably to the terms stipu- 
lated in the said treaty. 

In consequenée of this, as the Congress of the United 
States was to close its session about the commencement of 
the present month, and as the honorable Mr. Butler is 
himself sufficiently authorized to conduct this negotiation, 
as appears by his notes of December 21 and January 27 
last, the undersgned has the satisfaction to inform him, by 
order of his excellency the acting President, that he is, on 
his own part, ready to treat here, with regard to the pro- 
longation of the period above mentioned, in order that the 
said treaty may, as soon as possible, be carried into com- 
plete fulfilment. 

His excellency the acting President has thought proper 
to authorize to this effect his excellency Von José Mariano 
Blasco, Secretary of the Treasury, together with the un- 
dersigned Secretary of Relations, and he desires that a 
commencement may be immediately made of a negotiation 
which appears to be so simple, if both parties are well dis- 
posed, as would seem to be the case from the communica- 
tion on this subject addressed, a short time since, to the 
undersigned, by Mr. Anthony Butler. 

This may now be easily effected; and although Mr. 
Butler has given notice of his intention to go soon to the 
United States, the undersigned hopes that, in order to have 
this business entirely concluded before his departure, that 
gentlemen will have the kindness to call at the Department 
of Foreign Relations to-morrow, the 30th of this month, 
at half-past one in the afternoon. 

The undersigned concludes with presenting to the chargé 
d’affaires of the United States of the North, the assurances 
of his most distinguished consideration 

J. M. GUTIERREZ DE ESTRADA 

To Ayruony Butter, Esq 

Chareé d’ Affaires of the U. S. 


of América. 
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Mr. Obregon to Mr. Clay. 
(Translation. } 


Leeation or THE Unite States or Mexico, 
Washington, March 19, 1828. 

Sir: The undersigned, envoy extraordinary of the Mex- 
ican republic, has the honor to inform the Secretary of State 
that the Government of Mexico has appointed General Don 
M. Teran to perform the scientific operations and surveys 
necessary to proceed in the execution of the treaty of limits 
between the United States of America and the United States 
of Mexico ; and that, with that view, it has applied to Mr. 
Poinsett, minister extraordinary of this republic at Mexico, 
for the necessary passports, who immediately granted them, 
accompanied by letters of recommendation for the Govern- 
ors of the conterminous territory of Arkansas and of the 
State of Louisiana. 

The undersigned, in communicating this information to 
the Secretary of State, wishes to know if a passport from 
the Secretary of State will be necessary to enable General 
Teran and the persons attached to his party, of whom a list 
is enclosed, as also such other individuals as, for their safety, 


may accompany them, to discharge, without obstacles, | 


the duties assigned them. If such be the case, the under- 
signed hopes that the Secretary of State will grant those 
passports, and communicate whatever he may think cal- 
culated to prevent any thing occurring in this transaction 
to disturb the harmony subsisting between the two Govern- 
ments. 

The undersigned takes this opportunity to offer to the 
Secretary of State the sentiments of his highest considera- 
tion and respect. PABLO OBREGON, 

Hon. Henry Cray, 

Secretary of State. 





(Translation. } 


List of persons composing the commission appointed to | 
make the surveys preparatory to the settlement of limits | 
between the United States of America and those of | 


Mezico. 
General Don M. Teran, 
Lieutenant Colonel Don C. Tarnaba, 
Lieutenant Colonel Don S. Batres, 
Sub-lieutenant of artillery Don T. Ma. Sanchez, 
Don R. Chovel, mineralogist, 
Don Luis Berlandier, physician botanist. 

A true copy. March 19, 1828. 

J. M. MONTOYA, 
Secretary of Legation. 





Mr. Clay to Mr. Obregon. 


DerantTMeENT oF Strate, 
Washington, March 24, 1828. 
Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your note of the 19th instant, communicating the informa- | 
tion that the Government of Mexico has appointed General | 


Don M. Teran to perform the scientific operations and sur- 
veys necessary to proceed in the execution of the treaty of 
limits between the United States of America and the United 
States of Mexico, and that with that view passports have 
been obtained from Mr. Poinsett, minister plenipotentiary 
and envoy extraordinary of the United States at Mexico, 
together with letters of recommendation to the Governors 
of the conterminous territory of Louisiana and Arkansas; 
and requesting to be informed if a passport from this De- 
partment to General Teran and his family will be neces- 
sary to enable them to execute the object of their appoint- 
ment without molestation. 

The treaty to which you are understood to refer, lately 
concluded at Mexico, has not yet been received, and con- 


Buundary— United States and Mexico. 


| sequently is not yet ratified by this Government. Any 
joint measures, therefore, in relation to its execution, would 
be premature until that ceremony is performed. But as 
the operations and surveys contemplated by General Teran’s 
appointment are presumed to be intended for the satisfac. 
tion of the Government of the United States of Mexico, the 
President has no objection to them. I have, therefore, the 
pleasure of transmitting the passport requested from this 
office, which, although it may not be necessary to the se- 
curity of General ‘eran and his suite, may conduce to tho 
removal of any obstructions which, without it, he might 
possibly encounter. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Mr, Obregon 
assurances of my distinguished consideration. 

HENRY CLAY. 





Don Panto Onrecon, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
ptentiary from the United Mexican States. 





Mr. Clay to Mr. Obregon. 


Depantmeett or Strate, 
Washington, April 30, 1828. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the President, 
| by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the 
United States, has ratified the treaty of limits concluded at 
Mexico on the 12th day of January last. It is stipulated 
in the treaty that the exchange of its ratifications shall be 
made in this city within four months from the date of the 
treaty, of which only a few days now remain. I have the 
honor to inform you that I am ready to proceed in the 
| exchange of the ratifications of the treaty at any time that 
{may suit your convenience within the period prescribed. 
I avail myself of this occasion to present you assurances 
of my high consideration. H. CLAY. 
Don Pasto Osnegon, &c. 





Mr. Obregon to Mr. Clay. 
[ Translation. } 
Mexican Lreation, 
Washington, May 1, 1828. 
Sin: I have had the honor of receiving your note dated 
yesterday, informing me of the ratification, by the Presi- 
jdent and Senate of these States, of the treaty of limits 
| eoteebaddoa between this Government and that of Mexico, 
whose exchange may be made until the 12th of this month, 
and that you are ready to proceed to effect that exchange 
whenever it shall be convenient to me. 
| As yet I have not received the said treaty, and therefore 
| regret not to have it in my power to do so immediately, as 
|I would otherwise have done on the receipt of the note 
| which I have the honor to answer. 
I seize this opportunity to present to you the assurances 
of my high consideration and respect. 
PABLO OBREGON. 








Mr. Obregon to Mr. Clay. 
{Translation. } 
Mexican Leeatiox, 
Washington, August 2, 1828. 
Sim: The updersigned, envoy extraordinary and min- 
| ister plenipotentiary of the Mexican United States, has the 
honor to inform the Secretary of State that he arrived yes- 
terday from New York, where he received the treaty of 
| limits concluded at Mexico, ratified by the President of the 
Mexican United States, with the approbation of Congress. 
The undersigned is, therefore, ready to exchange the 
ratification when convenient to the Secretary of State. 
The undersigned seizes this opportunity to renew to the 
Secretary of State the assurances of his highest considera- 
tion and respect, PABLO OBREGON. 


















Mr. Brent to Mr. Obregon. 


DerpanrMent or Strate, 
Washington, August 2, 1828. 

Sin: In the absence of the Secretary, I have just re- 
ceived your note to him of this day’s date, announcing 
your return to this city from that of New York, and sta- 
ting that you had received, in the last-mentioned city, the 
ratification by the President of the Mexican United States 
of the treaty of limits between the United States of America 
and the United Mexican States, concluded and signed at 
Mexico on the 12th day of January last, and that you 
were ready to proceed to the exchange of that ratification 
for one on the part of this Government, when convenient. 
Having submitted your note to the President, I am directed 
by him to observe to you, as I have the honor to do, in 
reply, that, as the treaty in question contains a stipulation 
that the exchange of ratifications should be effected within 
four months from its date, and the ratification on the part 
of the United States was advised by their Senate, with that 
stipulation forming a part of the instrument, the President 
does not think himself at liberty, now that the limited pe- 
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Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Montoya. 


Department oF Stare, 
Washington, April 22, 1829. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has received the note of the 16th instant, which Mr. Mon- 
toya, chargé d’affsires from the United Mexican States, has 


| addressed to him, stating that his Government, being de- 


riod has expired, to authorize the proposed exchange with- | 
out the further consent of the Senate ; and that it will be | 


accordingly laid again before the Senate at its next session 
for that purpose, together with the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation, which was negotiated at Mexico 
under the eye of your Government, and concluded and 
signed there on the 14th of February following, as it is 
understood that a condition has been annexed to the ratifi- 
cation of that treaty, by the advice of the Mexican Con- 
gress, of which the Senate of the United States was not 
aware when it advised the ratification of it on the part of 
the United States. 

I pray you, sir, to accept the assurances of my very high 
and distinguished consideration. 

DANIEL BRENT. 
Don Paso Osrecon, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary from Mezico. 





Mr. Montoya to Mr. Van Buren. 
[Translation. ] 
Leeation or Mexico, 
Baltimore, April 16, 1829. 

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi- 
can States, has the honor to inform the Secretary of State 
that the Government of Mexico, desirous of carrying into 
effect, on its part, the treaty of limits concluded in that 
capital on the 12th of January of last year, and approved 
by the General Congress, has directed him, as its plenipo- 
tentiary, to do whatever may be necessary to effect the ex- 
change of ratifications of the said treaty, and invested him 
with full powers for that purpose. 

It appears from a note which the late Secretary of State 
addressed to Mr. Obregon prior to the opening of the last 
session of Congress, that the objection which the President 
then had to authorize the exchange of the ratification was, 
that, the term stipulated by the treaty having expired, it 


sirous of carrying into effect, on its part, the treaty of lim- 
its concluded on the 12th of January of last year, between 
this Government and that, has directed him to do whatever 
may be necessary to accomplish the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of that treaty, and has invested him with full powers 
for the purpose ; and requesting to be informed whether the 
undersigned is disposed to proceed with him to the exchange 
of the ratifications accordingly of the treaty referred to. 
The undersigned having laid Mr. Montoya’s note before 
the President of the United States, he is instructed by him 
to state, in reply, as he has the honor to do, that, concur- 
ring in the opinion which appears to have been entertained 
by his immediate predecessor, as made known to Mr. Ob- 
regon, the then minister of Mexico near this Government, 
on the 2d of August last, by this Department, that it would 
not be proper on his part to authorize the exchange of the 
ratifications without again submitting the treaty to the con- 
sideration of the Senate, for its renewed advice and con- 
sent, the term stipulated by that instrument itself, in which 
the exchange of ratifications was to be effected, having ex- 
pired before Mr. Obregon gave notice that he was instructed 


| and empowered to make it on the part of his Government, 


this formality cannot now be entered upon, but must ne- 
cessarily await the decision of the Senate, at its next ses- 
sion, when the treaty in question will be again submitied 
to that body with that view. 

The undersigned is not particularly acquainted with the 


, policy which governed the late President, in not asking 


and taking the advice of the Senate at its last session, as it 


| appears he intended to do, with regard to this subject, but 
| it is presumed that he was influenced by the expectation, 


which he had reason to entertain, that ther treaty be- 
tween the same parties, equally interesting to both of them, 


| which had also been negotiated and concluded at the Mex- 


ican capital, under the immediate eye of the Mexican Gov- 


| ernment, would be received back from that Government, 
| with its ratification added thereto, in time to be submitted, 
| together with the other, to the consideration of the Senate 
| during that session; and he was disappointed in this ex- 


pectation. Before the commencement of the next session 
of the Senate, however, the undersigned flatters himself 
that Mr. Montoya will have received from his Government 
its ratification of the last-mentioned, the commercial treaty, 


| with authority to proceed to the exchange of it for the rati- 
| fication of this Government; and he is authorized to in- 


form him that, in that case, the President will forthwith 
submit it likewise to the further consideration of the Sen- 
ate of the United States. 

The undersigned prays Mr. Montoya to accept the assu- 


| rance of his distinguished consideration. 


was necessary again to submit it to the Senate for consid- | 


eration. 


_ The undersigned presumes that this has been done du- 
ring the session which expired on the 4th of March, and 
that no further difficulty now exists on the part of the Uni- 
ted States of America. 

The undersigned, therefore, hopes that the Secretary of 
State will inform him whether he is disposed to proceed to 
the exchange of the ratification of the treaty of limits above 
referred to. 

The undersigned seizes this opportunity to renew to the 
Secretary of State the assurances of his greatest considera- 
tion and respect. J. M. MONTOYA. 


M. VAN BUREN. 
Don J. M. Montoya, &c. 





Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston. 
{ Translation. } 


Mexican Leeation 1n WasurnoTon, 
March 26, 1832. 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi- 
can States, has the honor to inform the Secretary of State 
of the United States of America, that the Government of 
Mexico, being anxious to carry into effect on its own part 
the treaty of limits, and that of amity, commerce, and 
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navigation, concluded and signed at the capital of the lat- 
ter republic on the 12th of January, 1828, and on the 5th 
of April, 1831, both of which have been approved by the 
General Congress of the Union, have appointed and fully 
authorized him, as plenipotentiary, to do whatever may be 
necessary for the exchange of the ratifications of the said 
treaties. 

The undersigned hopes that the Secretary of State will 
inform him whether he is equally disposed to proceed to 
the exchange of the ratifications, reminding him at the 
same time that, on the 5th of April next, the period stipu- 
lated for that act will expire. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to the Secretary of State the expressions of his high con- 
sideration and respect. J. M. MONTOYA. 

To the Hon. Enwarp Liytyeston, 

Secretary of State. 


Mr. Livingston to Mr. Montoya. 


Department or Stare, 
Washington, March 30, 1832. 

The Secretary of State of the United States had the 
honor to receive, on the day of its date, the 26th of this 
month, the note of Mr. Montoya, chargé d'affaires of the 
United Mexican States, and has now the satisfaction to in- 
form him, in reply, that he will be ready to proceed with 
Mr. Montoya, at this office, on Wednesday next, the 4th 
of April, to the exchange of the ratifications, by their re- 
spective Governments, of the treaty of commerce and nav- 
igation concluded between them at Mexico on the 5th day | 
of April last. 

To Mr. Montoya, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of Mexico. 





Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston. 
[ Translation. } 


° Mexican Leeation, 
Washington, March 31, 1832. 

The undersigned, chargé d’ affaires of the United Mexi- | 
can States, had this day the honor of receiving from the 
Secretary of State, a note besring date the 30th, in reply | 
to his of the 26th; in it the Secretary informs the under- 
signed that he will be prepared, on Wednesday the 4th of 
April next, for the exchange of the ratifications by the re- 
spective Governments of the treaty of commerce and navi- 
gation concluded in Mexico on the 5th of April last. 

The undersigned was much surprised and grieved by the | 
terms of this reply. On the 30th April, 1828, Mr. Clay, 
then Secretary of State, informed the Mexican minister by | 
note, that the President had, with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, ratified the treaty of limits which had been 
concluded in Mexico on the 12th of January preceding, 
and that he was ready for the exchange of the ratifications 
at any time within the period assigned by the treaty which 
would be convenient to the Mexican minister. That pe- 
riod, however, passed before the minister could receive the 
treaty ratified by his Government, and consequently the 
exchange would not be effected within it. When at length 
the treaty arrived, the minister informed the Secretary of 
State on 2d August, 1828, that no further obstacle existed 
to the exchange of ratifications; the reply was, that the 
period fixed in the treaty having been exceeded, the sub- 
ject would have to be brought before the Senate at their 
next session. 

The same reply was given by Mr. Van Buren to the 
undersigned on the 22d April, with the addition that as soon 
as the treaty of commerce and navigation was received, it | 
would be submitted to the consideration of the Senate. 

Induced by this correspondence, the Vice President of 
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the United Mexican States procured, with great difficulty, 
the necessary powers to conclude and ratify the treaty of 
friendship, commerce, and navigativun, the period for the 
exchange of ratifications of this latter being declared by an 
additional article to be the same within which that of the 
treaty of limits is to take place. 

From this it appears that the treaty was actually signed 
by the President of the United Mexican States, and that 
the exchange was only prevented. by the circumstance of 
the period assigned having been exceeded; that the Mexi- 
can Government, by the additional article, had removed 
this obstacle as far as lay in its power, and by ratifying the 
treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, has also 
done away with the second objection alleged by the United 
States Government against the exchange of the treaty of 
limits. 

Consequently, when the Mexican Government sent both 
the treaties to be exchanged at once in this capital, within 
the period last assigned, it was far from imagining that the 
exchange of ratifications of the treaty of limits would be 
put off indefinitely by the American Giovernment. 

The undersigned says nothing of the unfavorable im- 
pression which this delay will produce upon the Mexican 
nation, and ventures to hope that when the Secretary of 
State thinks proper to exchange the ratifications of the 
treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, he will 
likewise exchange those of the treaty of limits at the same 


| time. 


The undersigned takes this occasion to express to the 
Secretary of State the sentiments of consideration and re- 
spect with which he signs himself, ‘ 
J. M. MONTOYA. 
To the Hon. Epwanrp Livrneston, 

Secretary of State. 





Mr. Livingston to Mr. Montoya. 


DerartTMeENT oF Strate, 
Washington, March 31, 1832 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States 


| has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note of this 


date from Mr. Montoya, chargé d’affaires of the United 
States of Mexico, in answer to the notice which the under- 
signed caused to be given of his readiness to proceed to the 
exchange of the ratifications of the treaty of commerce ani 
navigation on the 4th of next month of April. In that 
note Mr. Montoya expresses a hope that, on the same day 
fixed for the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty of 


| commerce and navigation, the exchange may also take 


place of the treaty of limits. To this proposition it would 
be a sufficient answer to say, that, in order to proceed to 
the exchange of treaties, the ratifications of both of the 
high contracting parties, by their constitutional organs, 
must have preceded such exchange; that, in the case of 
one treaty, such ratification has taken place, and that in 
the case of the other it has not’; the treaty of limits being 
still under the consideration of the Senate, without whose 
cons nt and advice, by the constitution, the President can- 
not ratify the treaty, and of course the undersigned cannot 
make the exchange. This, the undersigned repeats, would 
be a sufficient, and, as is hoped, a satisfactory reason why 
the expectations of the chargé d’affaires of the United Mex- 
ican States on this subject cannot be fulfilled. But, as 
the course heretofore taken seems to be relied on as a rea- 
son why the exchanges ought in good faith to be simulta- 
neously inade, it is proper to remark that the readiness 
evinced by the note of Mr. Clay, on the 30th of April, 
1828, on the part of this Government, to proceed to the 
exchange of the treaty of limits immediately after its rati- 
fication by the Senate, and the subsequent answer given 
to the minister from Mexico that such exchange could not 
take place, as the period limited for the exchange had ex- 
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pired, both show that this Government was ready to make | 


the exchange within the time, and signified such readiness, 
and that after that time had expired no power to do it ex- 
isted until a modification of the treaty had been made by 
the treaty-making powers of both nations. That modifi- 
tion has been made by one of the high contracting parties, 
and it is now before the other for its action. 

The intimate acquaintance which the chargé d’affaires of 
the Mexican republic has with the distribution of powers 
under our constitution, renders it unnecessary to explain to 
him the relative functions of the President and the Senate in 
the formation of treaties, or to inform him that it would be 
impossible for the President to assume the powers given to 
another branch of the Government. The former ratifica- 
tion by the Senate four years ago was rendered inoperative 
by the omission of the Mexican Government to ratify with- 


in the term prescribed, and the subsequent enlargement of | 


the term by an additional article by one party requires, as 


has been said, the co-operation of the other before the com- | 


pact can be compleie. 


It is hoped <uat the ratification of the Senate will enable | 
the undersigned to comply with the wishes of the chargé 
d'affaires of the United Mexican States, to exchange both | 


treaties at the same time, and to give the greatest opportu- 
nity for doing this the jatest day was fixed for the exchange 
of the ratifications of the treaty of commerce and navigatiun. 
The undersigned renews the assurances of his high con- 
sideration. EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 
Jose Moyrora, Esq., 
Chargé d Affaires of the United Mexican States. 


Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston. 
[ Translation. } 
Mexican Lecarion 1n Wasnineton, 
April 3, 183%. 
Ihe undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi- 
can States, Lad the honor to receive, yesterday, at 3 o’clock 


in the afternoon, the note from Mr. Livingston, the Secre- | 


tary of State, dated March 31st, in reply to that from the 
undersigned of the same date, stating his reasons for hoping 
that the ratifications of the treaty of limits might be ex- 
changed on the same day with those of the treaty of amity, 
commerce, and navigation. 


Mr. Livingston, in his said note, says that it would be a 


sufficient answer to this proposition to state, that in order | 
to proceed to the exchange of treaties, the ratifications of | 


both the high contracting parties should have been pre- 
viously exchanged, and that as the treaty of limits is now 
under the consideration of the Senate of the United States, 
without the consent of which the President cannot ratify 
it, Mr. Livingston cannot proceed to the exchange of the 
ratifications. He afterwards adds, that although this might 
he taken as a sufficient and satisfactory reason for the non- 
fulfilment of the expectations of the undersigned with re- 
gard to this affair, it was proper to remark that the readi- 
ness evinced by Mr. Clay, in his note of the 30th of April, 


1828, to proceed on the part of the United States to the | 


exchange of the ratifications of the treaty of limits, imme- 
diately after its ratification by the Senate, and his answer 
to the Mexican minister, that the said exchange could not 
take place, as the period assigned for it had expired, served as 


proofs that the Giovernment of the United States was ready | 


to make the exchange; but that the period having expired, 
it coukl not be effected until a modification of the treaty 
had been made by those authorized by the Government to 
make it; that such a modification had been made by one of 
the high contracting parties, but the decision of the other 
with regard to it was still pending. The honorable Secre- 
tary adds, that the first ratification by the Government of 
the United States had been rendered void by the omission 
on the part of the Mexican Government to ratify the treaty 


i 


within the term prescribed; and that the extension of this 
term by means of an additional article, proposed by one 
party, requires for its entire admission as a compact, the co- 
operation of the other. 

The undersigned, on despatching his note of the 31st 
March, was well aware that the President of the United 
States could not ratify the treaty of limits without the ¢on- 
sent of the Senate; he also knew that as the ratifications 
had not been exchanged within the period stipulated on 
the 12th of January, 1828, it was necessary that the addi- 
tional article for extending the term of the exchange one year 
longer, agreed upon at Mexico between the plenipotentia- 
ries between the two high contracting parties, should be 
submitted to the consideration of the Senate; he, however, 
believed that no difficulty would have taken place with re- 
gard to the ratification of the said article. 

In fact, the treaty of limits concluded and signed at Mex- 
ico, is merely a repetition of that concluded and ratified by 
the United States and by Spain. When the United States 
| of America recognised the independence of Mexico, they, 

by that very act, tacitly recognised the limits already agreed 
| on with Spain, aud, therefore, in forming the treaty with 
regard to that subject in 1828, the United States of Awer- 
ica, as well as the United Mexican States, did nothing 
| more than sanction what had been already acknowledged. 
The readiness with which this treaty was ratified by the 
President of the United States, with the consent of the 
Senate, and the disposition manifested by Mr. Clay for ef- 
| fecting the exchange of the ratifications, prove that the 
question of the limits was entirely arranged, and that if, 
after the expiration of the term for the exchange, the Pres- 
ident had thought proper to submit the treaty again to the 
consideration of the Senate, there was no ground for sup- 
posing that this second revision comprehended the question 
of limits, or that it would not be confined simply to that of 
the extension of the period stipulated for the exchange 

This extension was the sole object of the additional artt- 
cle, which was signed by the American plenipotentiary ac 
credited near the Government of the United Mexican States, 
in virtue of powers conferred on him by his own. [nu con- 
sequence, the Mexican Government, under the persuasion 
that there would not be the slightest difficulty on the part 
of that of the United States of America, with regard to the 
ratification of the additivnal article, considered itself autho- 
rized to expect that the exchange of both treaties would 
| take place at the same time. 

The undersigned therefore finds himself under the ne- 
cessity of informing the Secretary of State, that, agreeably 
to his instructions, he cannot proceed to the exchange of 
the ratifications of the treaty of amity, commerce, and nav 
igation, unless those of the treaty of limits be exchanged at 
the same time. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oecasion to repeat 
to the honorable Secretary of State the assurances of his 
high consideration and respect. 





J. M. MONTOYA 


Hon. Eow. Livinesrox, 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. Montoya to Mr. Livingston.—LExtract. 


(‘Transl.tion. 
Mexican Lecatrion av Wasuitne rae, 
April 27, 1832 

In the third article of the treaty of limits it is agreed that, 
in order to fix the dividing line between the two republics, 
each party shall appoint a commissioner and a suryeyor, 
who shall meet at Natchitoches before the termination of 
| one year from the date of the ratification of the treaty 
| The undersigned requests the Secretary of State to inform 
| him when the appointment of the said commissioner will 
| have been made by the President of the United States, and 
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at what time the commissioner would probably arrive at the 
place agreed upon. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
repeat to the Secretary of State the expressions of his high 
consideration and estcem. 








J. M. MONTOYA. 





Mr. Livingstm to Mr. Montoya. 
DeranrrMent or Stare, 
Washington, July 20, 1832. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, | 
has the honor to transmit to Mr. Montoya, chargé d’aflaires | 
from Mexico, the enclosed copy of an act of the late ses- | 
sion of Congress, entitled «* An act to provide for carrying | 
into effect the treaty of limits between the United States of 
America and the United Mexican States,” and to acquaint 
him that this Government is prepared to proceed, conjoint- | 
ly with that of Mexico, to the designation of the boundary | 
line between the territories of the two Governments. 
The undersigned is instructed, therefore, by the Presi- | 
dent, to inquire ef Mr. Montoya whether any arrangements | 
have been made on the part of his Government for proceed- | 
ing, conjeintly with this, to the designation of the line | 
contemplated, or, if not, to request that he will ask the im. | 
mediate attention of his Government to this subject. 
He avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Mon- | 
toya the assurances of his consideration. 
EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 
Jose Monrora, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United Mexican States, 


Castillo to Mr. McLane. 


[ Translation. ] 





Mr. 


Mexican Lecatien, 
Philadelphia, December 2, 1833. 

The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the Mexican re- 
public, bas the honor of communicating to the Secretary of 
State the following note, which he has received from his 
Government: 

‘* The Supreme Governinent, with a view to carry into 
effect the third article of the treaty of limits between the 
Mexican and the United States Governments, has appvint- 
ed Lieutenant Colonel Don Tomas Ramon del Moral com- 
missioner, and Don Castillo Navarro surveyor. And I give 
you this information, in order that you may convey it to the 
Government near which you are accredited, and, at the same 
time, may inquire whether such officers have been appoint- 
ed on its part for fixing the dividing line between the two 
countries, and, if so, who they are.” 

The undersigned hopes the Secretary of State will inform 
him whether any persons have been appointed by his Gov- 
ernment to act with those named above in determining the 
said dividing line, and, if so, what are their names. 

The undersigned has the satisfaction of again presenting 
to the Seerctary of State the assurances of his distinguished 
satisfaction. 

G rd and liberty. 

J. M. 


DE CASTILLO 


Mr. McLane to Mr. Castillo. 
DeranrmMent or Srate, 

Washington, December 31, 1833. 
Sir: Your letter of the 2d of this month, acquainting 
me that the Supreme Government, with a view to carry | 
into effect the third article of the treaty of limits between 
Mexico and the United States, had appointed Lieutenant | 
Colonel Don Thomas Ramon del Moral commissioner, and | 
Don Castillo Navarro surveyor, was received at this De- | 
partment on the 4th instant. I have drlayed 
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phia, for the purpose of inviting your attention particularly 
to the terms of the third article of the convention of limits 
of the 5th day of April, 1831, and of inquiring of you ot 
what time the appointment of commissioners by your Gov 
ernment was made. 


obedient servant, 


























































however, in the confident expectation, confirmed by the 
assurance contained in your letter of the 22d July last, that 
you would have earlier taken up your residence at the seat 
of Government, in compliance with the wish of the Presi- 
dent, which I had the honor to communicate to you on the 
13th of July. 


As it appears by your letter of the 22d July, that you 


correctly interpreted the nature of the President's request, 
I am bound to presume that a compliance with it on your 
part has been prevented by sufficient and unavoidable 
causes, although not made known to this Department, and 
notwithstanding the reasons for your presence here, grow- 
ing out of the important and particular state of the relations 
between the two Governments. 


Under this belief I address this letter to you at Philadel. 


See ee 


I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your 
Senor Don J. M. De Castiti0 x Lanzaz, 
Chargé d Affaires of Mexico. 





Mr. Castillo to Mr. MeLane.— Extract. 
(Translation. } 


Mexican Lecarion, 
Philadelphia, January 9 
* . 


, 1835. 


. * © 


As to the second subject treated in the note, respecting 


| the appointments of Colonel Don Thomas Ramon de! Mo 


ral as commissioner, and Don Castillo Navarro as geome 
ter, for carring into execution the third article of the treat; 
of limits between the United States and those of Mexico, 
the undersigned cannot say at what date those appoin! 
ments were made; and can only declare that the despatch 
received by him, respecting the same, bore date the 25th ot 
last September. The causes which have produced the de- 
lay beyond the period fixed in the above-mentioned article 
are well known ; still the undersigned must be permitted to 
say, for the credit of the present Mexican administration, 
that, in the midst of the political storms of civil war, of te: 
rible battles with its enemies, and of difficulties ensuing 
thereon, despite all this, it has directed its attention to this 
important business, giving proof in this, as well as other 
laudable acts, of its desire to draw still more closely th: 
bonds of friendship and harmony now existing between the 


two countries, 


7 * * ~ + 


Mr. Castillo to Mr. McLane. 
[Translation. ] 
Mexican Leeatiox, 
Washington, May 26, 1834. 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mesi 


| can States, has the honor to inform the Hon. L. McIane, 


Secretary of these United States, that he has received or 
ders from his Government to state that it has no motive for 


, altering the terms of the treaty of limits between the two 
| republics in any respect; that this treaty, having been for- 
| mally published, has the force of law, nothing remaining 


but that the respective commissioners should proceed i" 
laying down the line of division; that, indeed, the serious 


| difficulties with which the Mexican Government has lately 


had to contend have hitherto prevented this demarcatio! 
from being made; but that these circumstances should not, 
in any way, affect the results of the negotiation concluded 
the more so, as the commissioners and surveyor of t! 
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United States, although appointed the one on the 31st of | can* States, has the honor to communicate to the Hon. 
July, and the others on the 24th of September last, have | John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United States, 
not yet proceeded on their journey to the place of operations. | that, in the month of May last, in consequence of what 
Finally, that, as in order to carry into effect all the parts | was agreed to between himself and the Hon. Louis Me- 
of said treaty which remain unexecuted, nothing more is | Lane, at an interview relative to the treaty of limits now 
necessary than to extend the term for the meeting of the | pending between the two countries, he had the pleasure to 
commissioners, such extension may be made by agreement | address a note to Mr. McLane, to which he now takes the 
between any person whom the United States may author- | liberty to refer Mr. Forsyth; it is dated the 26th May, 
ize on their part, and the undersigned on that of the Mex- | 1834. He must, however, observe that, on account of the 
can Government, which has promised to furnish him with | pressing concerns of his Government at that time, and from 
full powers to that effect by the packet which is to leave | the absence of most of its members more latterly, the an- 


Vera Cruz on the first of next month. : swer which he expected, and which had been verbally prom- 
Such an expedient for remedying the delay in the exe- | ised him, has not till this date reached this legation. 
j cution of the said treaty, which has been caused by inevi- | In consequence of the despatch mentioned in said note, 


table cireumstances, is certainly the most rational ; besides | by which the Mexican Government expresses its opinion, 
; which, it conforms to what Mr. Mcl.ane was pleased to | and which is moreover conformable (as declared in it) with 
€ say verbally to the undersigned in a friendly conference on | the verbal notice given by Mr. McLane; and, in conse- 
j the subject. quence of the offer made at that time by him, he has the 
The undersigned hopes Mr. McLane will let hin know | honor to inform Mr. Forsyth that he has lately received the 
the intentions of this Government with respect to this busi- | full power which he expected from his Government, to pro- 


ness; and he will, on his own part, inform the Secretary | ceed to the negotiation of an additional article of the said 
of State, as soon as he shall have received the full powers | treaty. 





referred to above. Meanwhile he has the honor to repeat A slight indisposition prevents the undersigned from 
to Mr. McLane the assurances of his most distinguished | going to the Federal city as soon as h® could wish, in or- 
consideration. J. M. CASTILLO Y LANZAS. der to deliver to the Hon. John Forsyth in person that 
To the Hon. Lovis McLane, Secretary of State. | which his Government has sent for him, together with the 





said full power, and to present this document, by means of 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico to the Secreta- | Which he doubts not that he shall be able to destroy the 
ry of State of the United States. | only difficulty now existing against the definitive settle- 

i (Translation. } ment of the limits between the two countries. 
p F . Gov : As to the commissioners, the undersigned must inform 
a "ete Outeler $1 "wees the Hon. John Forsyth that the persons who were former- 
The undersigned Secretary tiene eanot Relations » ly appointed, and of whom ine undersigned had the honor 

signed, ‘ 


; to notify this Government in his note of the 2d of Decem- 
the United Mexican States, has the honor to address the | ber, 1833, having aaleebdvteals offices, the Supreme Gov- 
Secretary of State of the United States of America, itt: | emenshtel Mentos tae appointed in their places Colonel 
forming him that although the political circumstances in | pon Juan Nepomuceno Almonte as commissioner, and 
which this republic is placed have prevented its Government Lieutenant Colonel Don Pedro Garcia Conde as wasthe ma- 
from providing for the meeting at Natchitoches of the com- | dation , 
missioners and surveyors of the two nations, according to The undersigned hopes the Hon. John Forsyth will 
eee . ths GaN eee = ae os aa | submit this letter to the President of the United St:tes, 
vate dean acca tae | itr he dena of hc teeny termine 
terminated as soon as possible; and, indeed, to that effect tion with regard to it, in order that he may take advantage 
rare Se . ’ , : | of the packet which is now nearly ready to sail for Vera 
it did appoint persons on its part to proceed to the said des- Cruz, to inform his Government on the subject. 
ignation of limits, which could not, however, take place | = + Siliep ehebboaiinamasivehite Gt 
on account of the dismissal of the individuals chosen. His J . M. C ASTI LO ¥ LANZAS 
excellency, the President, has since appointed other per- Nice, Sonn diae hemes <4 = ride ad 2 
sons, who will go without delay te Natchitoches; but, in Pea oat 
order that they may proceed in union with those of the 





United States, he has given full power to Don J. M. del Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo. 

Castillo y Lanzas to fix upon a new period for the meeting Department or Saare, 

arranged by the 3d article of the treaty of 1832, as the Washington, December 11, 1834. 
vear therein mentioned has passed. And his excellency, The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 


not doubting that the Supreme Government at Washing- | has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of Mr. 
ton will have no difficulty in agreeing to this proposition, | Castillo, chargé d'affaires of Mexico, dated the 4th instant. 
has directed the undersigned to address the present com- In reply, the undersigned has the honor to inform Mr. Cas- 
munication to the honorable Secretary of State of the Uni- | tillo that it is apparent, from the contents of his note, there 
ted States, and to request him to use his influence for the | has been a misapprehension on the subject. The undersigned 
attainment of this important object, which would contribute | has therefore now the honor to acquaint Mr. Castillo that, 
fo essentially to strengthen the relations of amity and good | on the 13th of January last, Mr. Butler, the chargé d'affaires 
will now subsisting between the two nations. of the United States at Mexico, was empowered and in- 
The undersigned embraces this Opportunity to assure the | structed to negotiate a second additional article to the treaty 
‘ ecretary of State of the United States of his most distin- of limits between the two countries, for the purpose of ex- 
guished consideration. i : tending the time originally fixed for the meeting of the 
FRANCISCO DE LOMBARDO. commissioners and surveyors. Mexico was preferred as 
the seat of the negotiation, because it was deemed desirable 
to obtain the ratification of the Mexican Government to the 
article before forwarding it for ratification by this Govern 
Mexican Leeartion, | ment. Owing to accident, however, the instruction and 
Philadelphia, December 4, 1834. power adverted to were not received by Mr. Butler until 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi_ | the first of July last, at which time the Mexican Congress 
Vout. XIV.—A 19 





Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth. 
(Translation. } 
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was not in session. It is understood that it will meet again 
on the Ist of January next. Mr. Castillo will perceive 
that, as arrangements have been made by this Government 
for the negotiation of the additional article at Mexico, and 
there is reason to conclude that progress has been made, it 
is inexpedient and unnecessary to enter upon one here for 
the same object. 

The undersigned has the hor.er to renew to Mr. Castillo 
the assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Senor Don J. M. poe Castitto x Lanzas, 
Chargé d' Affaires of Mexico. 


Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth. 
[Translation. } 
Mexican Lecation, 
Philadelphia, December 15, 1834. 

The undersigned, chargé d’ affaires of the United Mexican 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note 
of the honorable Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, dated the 
llth, in answer to his of the 4th instant, and he proceeds 
to make some observations thereupon, for the purpose of 
further illustrating the matter in controversy, and to fulfil 
what may be required in relation thereto by the interests 
of his country, which, owing to lamentable causes, to which 
it is unnecessary now to advert, have been disregarded for 
the few last years. 

It appears by the note which the undersigned addressed 
to Mr. Louis McLane from this city on the 26th of May 
last, to which he has had the honor to invite the attention 
of Mr. Forsyth, that the Mexican Government had deemed 
it expedient, from the beginning of the year now about to 
end, that the time fixed for the meeting of the commission- 
ers of both parties charged with tracing the boundary line 
between the two republics should be prolonged, but that no 
change should be made in the treaty upon the subject, inas- 
much as that had the force of law, was a measure to which 
the Government of the United States had acceded, and to 
which it consequently ought not to oppose any hinderance. 

The undersigned also acquainted Mr. Mcl.ane, in the 
aforesaid note, that his Government promised to send him 
soon the power necessary to carry into effect that object, 
and that, as soon as he should receive it, he would commu- 
nicate it to this Government for the necessary purposes, as 
he has done, that having been the object of his note to Mr. 
Forsyth of the 4th instant. 

It is inferred from the answer with which the undersigned 
has been honored, that Mr. Forsyth considers there has 
been some misapprehension on the subject; because the 
necessary powers and instructions having been transmitted 
to Mr. Butler, chafgé d’affaires of the United States at 
Mexico, to negotiate a second additional article to the treaty 
of limits, and there being reason to believe that some pro- 
gress had already been made in the negotiation in that cour - 
try, it could not be necessary or expedient to enter upon a 
negotiation here for the same object. 

Now, the undersigned cannot comprehend how itis, that, 
aa he has already said, the purpose of his Government hav- 
ing been, from the beginning of this year, to carry on the 
negotiation in this country, the powers and instructions 


sent by this Government to Mr. Butler for the same object | 


should, nevertheless, be received at a more advanced period, 
without any remark. And, even supposing that they were, 
in fact, received in the month of July, as Mr. Forsyth has 
been pléased to say, it seems to be in the highest degree 
extraordinary that, subsequently to this, on the 21st of 
October last, that is to say, nearly four months later, the 
positive powers and instructions which the undersigned has 
received within a few days, should have been forwarded to 
him under the belief that they would not only be promptly 
recognised by this Government, but that the Secretary of 
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and this, in the opinion of the undersigned, shows still more 
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State would see fit to take measures, on his part, to carry 
into effect the object of the said instrument. With this 
view, the Minister of Foreign Relations of Mexico’ has 
thought proper to enclose a note to the undersigned for the 
Secretary of State, as has already been stated in the note of 
the undersigned of the 4th instant, which added that he 
would have the satisfaction to deliver it in person to Mr. 
Forsyth so soon as he should have recovered from a slight 
indisposition with which he was afflicted, and from which 
he hoped to be free in a few days. 

The Mexican Government, in its last communication to 
the undersigned of the 21st of October of this year, neithe: 
mentions that Mr. Butler had presented any power, nor 
that he had apprized it that he had received such an instru- 
ment for the purpose of setting on foot any negotiation upon 
the subject of an additional article to the treaty of limits ; 


clearly that that Government has constantly preferred that 
the negotiation in question should be begun in this eountry. 
Certainly then, if, as Mr. Forsyth suspects, the negotiation 
had already been entered upon with Mr. Butler, there 
would have been no need of also beginning a negotiation 
with this Government, (and the Mexican Government 
would no doubt have so thought;) and, in the event, the 
instructions and power which the undersigned has received 
would have been superfluous. 

In what, then, can the misapprehension be said to consist ! 
At all events, it appears to be trivial, considering the impor- 
tance of the business, the final conclusion of which would 
so greatly contribute to strengthen the relations of friend- 
ship and good understandiag which exist between the two 
republics. : 

In virtue of the last consideration, and inasmuch as it 
seems palpable enough that no progress has yet been made 
in the negotiation at Mexico of the article in question, and 
considering besides, if it be not entered upon now, much 
time will be lost, the concurrence of ‘the J.egislature upon 
the subject being necessary, and as the present session of 
Congress, at Washington, will end about the beginning of 
March, and that of the Chambers at Mexico about the mid- 
dle of April, no time will therefore be left to correct the 
misapprehension to which Mr. Forsyth refers, or to conclude 
as promptly as is desirable the negotiation of the additional 
article in question. 

The undersigned, therefore, can do no less than flatter 
himself, that in pursuance of the just wish of his Govern- 
ment, and for the purpose of ending an affair which has 
already been much retarded, the Government of the United 
States will see proper to allow him to present the full pow- 
er, which, as has been said, he has received for that object, 
and will allow the negotiation of the second additional arti- 
cle to be entered upon, which both Governments have 
deemed it necessary should be added to the treaty of limits, 
in order that the terms of the article being agreed upon here, 
and the article ratified with the greatest promptitude at Mex- 
ico, the commissioners of both countries may proceed to the 
demarcation of the boundary, in pursuance of the plan newly 
stipulated for. 

The undersigned trasts that, upon considering the prece- 
ding declaration, this Government will uot find it inconve+ 
| nient to comply with the desire he has manifested in the 
name of his Government; and, cherishing this hope, he has 
the honor to renew to Mr. Forsyth the assurances of his 
most distinguished consideration. 

J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo. 
Department oF State, 

Washington, January 9, 1835. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has had the honor to receive the note addressed to him by 
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Mr. Castillo, chargé d'affaires of the United Mexican States’ | reason, therefore, can that Government now insist upon 


under date of the 15th ultimo. 

Mr. Castillo has already been informed of the wish of the 
Government of the United States to negotiate at Mexico, 
for the conclusion of a supplemental article tu the treaty of 
limits; and as the delay which rendered such a negotiation 
necessary has been caused, though unintentionally, by the 


Mexican Government, its acquiescence in this course can- | 


not be doubted. A short time, however, may be expected 
to bring the result of the overture which Mr. Butler was 


instructed to make, and the undersigned will then have | 


the honor of a further communication with Mr. Castillo on 
the subject. at ; 
The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew 
to Mr. Castillo the assurances of his high consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Sr. Don J. M. De Castitro, &c. 
Mr. Castillo to Ir. Forsyth. 
(Translation. } 
Mextcan Leearsoy, 
Washington, January 12, 1835, 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi- 
ean States, had the honor to receive a note frow the Sec- 
retary of State, dated the 9th instant, which presents ma- 


terials for new considerations. The undersigned cannot, | 


conformably with his duty, neglect to communicate them 
to the honorable J. Forsyth, in addition to those already 
submitted in his former note of the 15th ultimo, to which, 
although the Secretary of State has not thought proper to 
reply, he yet hopes have merited bis attention, and will 
insure an opportunity of discussing, during the present 
session of Congress, the secund additional article of the 
treaty of limits. 

It is not to be denied that the Mexican Government, in 
consequence of the fatal civil dissensions which have con- 
vulsed that country, has been unavoidably prevented from 
attending to the appointment of commissioners, to proceed 
jointly with those of the United States to the adjustment 
of the limits ; and it is equally certain that the delay which 
has rendered this negotiation (of the second article) ne- 
cessary, has been caused, though unintentionally, by the 
Mexican Government; but it cannot be granted, as a con- 
sequence from this, that the Mexican Government without 
doubt acquiesces, as Mr. Forsyth considers. 


The undersigned, in bis note of the 26th of May last, 


had the satisfaction to express to Mr. McLane, then Sec- 
retary of State, that his Government, considering this sec- 
ond adiitional article necessary, would send him, when an 
opportunity offered, a full power to enter upon this nego- 
tiation. But Mr. Butler, the chargé d'affaires of the Uni 
ted States in Mexico, did not receive from his Government 
the power which it thought proper to transmit to him, ac- 


cording to Mr. Forsyth’s note of the 11th of December | 
last, until the Istof July. Whis communication, there- 
fore, was made more than a month before the receipt last | 


mentioned; and the order was made out in Mexico and 
sent to the undersigned two mouths previous. Cunse- 
quently, even supposing that Mr. Butler had, immediately 
ou receiving his full power, communicated it to the Mexi- 
can Government, nothing could have been done in prose- 
cution of the affair then; as it is clear that the (Mexican) 
Crovernment would have declared to him the impropriety 


of beginning a negotiation there for the carrying on of 


which in this country it had taken the necessary steps. 


Ibis reasoning appears in every point of view clear and | 


convincing. But, moreover, from the tenor of the com- 
munications lately received from his Government, which 
come down to the 26th of November, Mr. Butler had not 
to that date given any notice to the Mexican Government 


of his possessing such a power. With how much more 


the negotiations being carried on here. 

Upon the whole, the undersigned considers that a result 
cannot be expected here in as short a time as the honorable 
J. Forsyth perhaps supposes; and that it is to be feared 

| that a negotiation may yet be delayed which is so import- 

| ant from its very nature, and which, from the ulterior 

effects, should be terminated as soon us possible. For this 

| delay no blame can be attached to the Mexican Govern- 

| ment: it has shown the most lively interest im a prompt 
conclusion of the affair, considering it favorable for both 
republics, and likely to conduce to the preservation of har 

| mony between them; and the undersigned has given good 
reasons for the prosecution of the negotiation immediately 
in this country, conforming with the instructions received 
from his Government on the subject. 

The undersigned renews to the honorable J. Forsyth, 
&e. J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 

To the Hon. Joun Fonsxrn, 

Sceretary of State. 





Vr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth. 
[' Translation. } 
Mexican Leearion, 
Philadelphia, April 29, 1835 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi 
can States, complying willingly with the instructions on 
the subject received from his Government, has the honor 
to inform the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State 
of these United States, that the President of the United 
Mexican States, being anxious that the meeting of the 
commissioners who are to fix the line of separation between 
the two republics should take place as soon as possible, 
and in virtue of the authorization for such negotiation con- 
| ferred upon Mr. Butler, the chargé d’affaires of this Gov- 
ernment in Mexico has thought proper to invest the Se 
retaries of State and of the Treasury of the United Mex 
can States with full powers to that effect, withdrawing 
from the undersigned the full powers and instructions 
which had been conferred upon him to act in the said ne 
gotiation. 
The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr, John 
| Forsyth the assurances of his very distinguished consider 


| ation. J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS 


Mr. Dickins to Mr. Castillo. 
Derauryent or Srare, 
Washington, May 11, 1839. 


The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Unt- 
ted States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note of Mr. Castillo, chargé d'affaires of the United Mex: 
| can States, dated the 29th ultimo, announcing the with 
drawal by his Government of the power with which le 
had been invested to negotiate a second supplementary 
article to the treaty of limits between the two countrie: 
‘This announcement of course renders unnecessary a reply 
on the part of this Department to Mr. Castillo’s note of 
the 12th of January last. 

The undersigned has the honor to tender to Mr. Cas 
tillo the assurances of his high consideration. 

ASBURY DICKIN 


Senor Don J. M. Casritro x Lanzas, &e. 


Vr. Castillo to Mr. Dichin 


Translation. } 


Mex AN LEGATION, 
Philadelphia, June 2, 1830 
The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexi 
can States, in fulfilment of an order of his Government, 


' 
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has the honor to inform the honorable Mr. Asbury Dickins, 
Secretary of State of the United States ad interim, that 
the necessary formalities having been entered into at Mex- 
ico for the conclusion of the additional article to the treaty 
of limits between the two republics, for the purpose of ex- 
tending the time for the meeting of the commissioners of 
the two nations who are to trace the boundary, and the 
article to which the representatives, duly authorized, of 
the respective parties, again agreed, having been submitted 
to the General Congress of those States, has deserved the 
approbation of that body. The tenor of the article referred 
to is according to the copy herewith enclosed. 


| 


The undersigned avails himself of the occasion of trans- | 


mitting it to the Department of State, for the information 
of the President, to renew to Mr. Dickins the assurances 
of his very distinguished consideration. 
J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 
Hon. Mr. Assunry Dicxtns, &c. 





(Translation. ] 

A treaty having been concluded and signed in the city 
of Mexico on the 12th day of the month of January, 1828, 
between the United Mexican States and the United States 
of the North, for the purpose of establishing a true dividing 
line and the limits between the two nations, and it having 
been stipulated in the third article of the said treaty as fol- 
lows: ‘* To fix this line with more precision, and to place 
the land-marks which shall designate exactly the limits of 
both nations, each of the contracting parties shall appoint 
a commissioner and a surveyor, who shall meet before the 


this treaty, at Natchitoches, on the Red river, and proceed 


to run and mark the said line from the mouth of the Sa- | 


bine to the Red river, and from the Red river to the river 
Arkansas, in conformity to what is agreed upon and stip 

ulated, and the line of latitude of 42° to the South Sea. 
‘They shall make out plans and keep journals of their pro- 
ceedings; and the result agreed upon by them shall be 
considered as part of this treaty, and shall have the same 
furce as if it were inserted therein. ‘The two Governments 
will amicably agree respecting the necessary articles to be 
furnished to those persons, and also as to their respective 
escorts, should such be deemed necessary.”” And the rat- 
ifications of the said treaty having been exchanged in the 
city of Washington on the 5th day of the month of April, 
in the year of our Lord 1832, the contracting parties hav- 
ing been prevented by various causes from complying with 
the stipulations agreed upon in the said third article, the 
time within which it was to be executed having expired, 
and both republics desiring that the said treaty should be 
complied with in every respect, by going through with all 


the necessary forms, the President of the United Mexican | 


States has invested with full powers for that purpose, Don 
José Maria Gutierrez de Estrado, Secretary of State of the 
Department of Interior and Foreign Relations, and Don 
José Mariano Blasco, Secretary of State of the Department 
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| the ratifications of the present additional article. 








changed in the city of Washington on the 5th day of the 
month of April, 1832, shall be extended to the period of 
one year, to be reckoned from the date of the exchange of 
The 
present second additional article shall have the same furce 


| and effect as if it had been inserted word for word in the 


aforesaid treaty of the 12th of January, 1828, and shall be 
approved and ratified in the manner prescribed by the con 
stitutions of the respective States. 

In faith of which the said plenipotentiaries have hereun- 
to set their hands and affixed their respective seals. 

Done at Mexico the third day of the month of April, 
one thousand eight huudred and thirty-five, the fifteenth 


| of the independence of the United Mexican States, and the 





of the Treasury, and the President of the United States of 


the North, the honorable Mr. Anthony Butler, chargé d’ 
affaires of that republic in Mexico; and the plenipotentia- 
ries referred to, after having exchanged their full powers, 
which were found to be in good and proper form, have 
agreed and do agree to the following second additional ar- 
ticle. 

The term for the appointment of commissioners and sur- 
veyors charged by the Governments of Mexico and Wash- 
ington to settle with more precision the boundary line, and 
to establish land-marks to designate with greater accuracy 
the boundaries of the two nations, and which was pre- 
scribed by the third article of the treaty of limits, conclu- 
ded and formed at Mexico on the 12th day of the month 
of January, 1828, and the ratifications of which were ex- 


nimi a _betor _| the information of the President. 
termination of one year from the date of the ratification of | 


fifty-ninth of that of the United States of America. 
J. M. GUTIERREZ DE ESTRADA, 
A. BUTLER, 
JOSE MARIANO BLASCO. 





Mr. Dickins to Mr. Castillo. 
D:rantTMent or Srare, 
Washington, June 4, 1835. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Uui- 
ted States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note of Mr. Castillo, chargé d’ affaires of the United Mex 
ican States, dated the 2d instant, stating that a second ad- 
ditional article to the treaty of limits had been agreed upon 
by the negotiators at Mexico, had been submitted to the 
Mexican Congress, and that he enclosed a copy of it for 
The undersigned ha 
the honor to state that the transcript referred to was not 
received with Mr. Castillo’s note, it having doubtless been 
left out by accident. A copy of the article would be highly 
acceptable, as no intelligence has yet been received from 
Mr. Butler of the conclusion of the negotiation. 
The undersigned has the honor to offer Mr. Castillo 
renewed assurances of his distinguished consideration. 
ASBURY DICKINS 


Senor Don J. M. pe Castiiito x Lanzas, Ke. 





Mr. Castillo to Mr. Dickins. 
(‘Translation. ] 
Mexican Lecarion, 
Philadelphia, June 6, 1835. 

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mex: 
can States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot 
the note of Mr. Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of Stat: 
of the United States, in answer to the note of the under 
signed of the 2d instant; and with reference thereto has 
to state, that although the copy therein referred to of the 
additional article to the treaty of limits between the two 
republics did not accompany that communication, as it was 
sent separately to the Department of State, it is to be su 
posed that if Mr. Dickins Gid not receive it in due time, 
it would reach him shortly afterwards, still, to obviate any 
accidental miscarriage to which that paper may have been 
| subjected, the undersigned herewith encloses a duplicate of 
| the copy adverted to, and has the honor at the same time 

to renew to Mr. Dickins the assurances of his very dis 
| tinguished consideration. 


J. M. DE CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 








iv. 


Mr. Castillo to Mr. Forsyth. 


(‘Translation. } 
Lecation or Mexico, 
Philadelphia, July 10, 1835. 
The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 
of Mexico, has the honor to inform the Hon. J. Forsyth, 
Secretary of State of the United States of America, that 












since the despatch of his notes of the 6th and 6th ultimo, 
he has received another communication from the Govern- 
ment of Mexico relative to the same affair, viz: the second 
additional article to the treaty of limits between the two 
republics, approved by the Legislature of that country, and 
ratified by the Executive. In that communication the 
said Government, desiring that this important business 
should be concluded as soon as possible, has appointed 
and properly authorized the undersigned to proceed as 
plenipotentiary, to every thing which may be requisite for 
the exchange of ratifications. 

In virtue of this, the undersigned hopes that Mr. For- 
syth will be pleased to inform him whether he is equally 
disposed to proceed to the exchange of ratifications referred 
to, in such a manner that all which is necessary may be 
done as soon as the Congress of this Union commences its 
next session. 

The undersigned avails himself, &c. 

J. M. CASTILLO Y LANZAS. 

To the Hon. Joun Fonsrts, 

Secretary of State. 


Mr. Forsyth lo Mr. Castillo. 


Deeantment or Srate, 
Washington, July 21, 1835. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, | 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of | 
Mr. Castillo, chargé d'affaires of the United Mexican 
States, dated the 10th instant, stating that he had been 
authorized to exchange the ratification by his Government 
of the second additional article to the treaty of limits be- 
tween the two countries, and requesting to be informed as 
to the disposition of the undersigned to proceed to the ex- 
change of the ratification on the part of the United States. 
Mr. Castillo is aware that, by the constitution of the 
United States, the President is authorized to ratify a treaty, 
or to exchange his ratification against that of a foreign | 
Power, only with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
When, therefore, the Senate shall have given its advice 
and consent to the ratification of the second additional ar- 
ticle to the treaty of limits between the United States and 
the United Mexican States, Mr. Castillo will be duly ap- | 
prized. 
The undersigned has the honor to tender to Mr. Cas- 
tillo renewed assurances of his distinguished consideration 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Sor. Don J. M. Casritto x Lanzas, &e. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Castillo.—Extract. 

Derautment or Srarr, 
Washington, February 1, 1836. 
. * - 





The undersigned has, however, further to acquaint Mr. | 
Castillo that the Senate has advised and consented to the | 
ratification of the convention for a second additional article | 
to the treaty of limits between the United States and the 
Mexican republic, concluded at Mexico on the 3d of April | 
last. ‘The convention will forthwith be ratified by the | 
President, and the undersigned will be ready to exchange 
the ratifications of the United States against that of the | 
Mexican republic whenever Mr. Castillo presents himself 
for that purpose at the Department of State. 

The undersigned embraces the opportunity to offer Mr. 
Castillo renewed assurances of his great consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


Senor Don J. M. pe Castiiive x Lanzas, ke. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
[ Translation. } 
W asuine ron, March 2 , 1836. 


Phe undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plen- 
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ipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has the honor to in- 
form the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of 
the United States, that his Government had also remarked 
the same ambiguity (eguivecaciun) which Mr. Forsyth ob- 
served in the terms of the second additional article of the 
treaty of January 12, 1828, in both languages, as Sr. Cas- 
tillo, the chargé d’affaires of Mexico had immediately in- 
dicated ; and that it had, in consequence, also seen the ne- 
cessity of rectifying the ambiguity, in order that the stipu- 
lation in question might answer the purpose which its ne- 
gotiation must have proposed, and did, indeed, propose in 
making it. 

The undersigned, therefore, received from his Govern- 
ment, before he left Mexico, instructions and the proper 
authorities fur negotiating and confirming any species of 
convention which might render clear the true object of the 
said additional second article of the 3d of April last, when- 
ever the American Government should appoint and author- 
ize to that effect another plenipotentiary, and means should 
be found to give to the convention in question the same 
force and value which the additional article acquired by 
the exchange of the respective ratifications, and the sanc 
tion of the Legislatures of each country, which were ne 
cessary before that could be effected. : 

The undersigned is, fur this reason, anxious to know the 
opinion of the honorable John Forsyth on the subject, and 
is ready to adupt the mode which he may consider most 
likely to conduce to the ends proposed. 

But, as it may not be easy to find another mode of giv- 
ing to the convention indicated the requisite furce and value 
than by submitting it to the same legislative sanction, and 
as it would, in that event, be preferable to leave the stipu- 
lation by itself, in a separate mstrument, if no other means 
can be found to shorten the negotiation, the undersigned 
has the satisfaction to announce to the honorable John 
Forsyth that his Government, foreseeing the possibility of 
such a state of things, had, moreover, conferred upon him 
full special powers to sign a new second additional article 
in place of that of the 3d of April, and by the terms of 
which the period mentioned in the third article of the trea 
ty of limits, for the meeting of commissioners and survey- 
ors at Natchitoches, may be extended another year. If 
this should be agreed on, and the American Senate, before 
the conclusion of the present session, should give its ad- 
vice and consent to the ratification of the new article by 
the President of the United States immediately, the under- 
signed promises to send it without delay to Mexico, by one 
of his secretaries, in order that the Congress, which will 
certainly meet there forthwith, as a constituent body, may 
sanction it accordingly. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plen 
ipotentiary of the Mexican republic, avails himself with 


| pleasure of this opportunity to offer to the honorable John 


Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United States, the as 
surances of his distinguished consideration. 
M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
‘To the Hon. J. Forsytu, 
Secretary of State. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorosliza. 
Derartment or Sratr, April 1, 1836. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 

has had the honor tu receive the note of Mr. Gorostiza, en- 
voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Mex 
ican republic, dated the 28th ultimo, proposing a new ne- 
gotiation for the purpose of more clearly defining the ob- 
ject of the convention between the United States and the 
Mexican republic of the third of April last. 


The second additional article to the treaty of limits, al- 
though not so comprehensive in its terms as was desirable, 


was laid before the Senate by the P lent, in the belicf 
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that, as the third article of the treaty ‘had ‘ceased to be of any 
force or effect, in consequence of the expiration of the time | 
within which its stipulations were to have been fully car- 
ried into execution, and as it was the intention of both par- 
ties to provide, by the second additional article for effecting 
the same object as was provided for by the third article, the 
stipulation for the appointment of commissioners and sur- 
veyors to run and mark the boundary line between the two 
countries, should be construed to impose the obligation on 
the commissioners and surveyors to meet within the time 
prescribed by the third article. It is presumed that the 
Senate acted under the same belief in giving its advice and 
consent to the ratification of the second additional article. 

If this view be correct, to prevent the possibility of mis- 
conception in giving full effect to the intention of the par- 
ties, it will be sufficient for their respective agents, at the 
time of the exchange of the ratifications of the second ad- 
ditional article, to mark, by a joint explanatory note, the 
explicit understanding of the two Governments. Should 
Mr. Gorostiza concur in this opinion, and find himself au- 
thorized to adopt that course, the undersigned is instructed 
to agree with him upon the necessary arrangements. 

The undersigned embraces this opportunity to renew to 
Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished con- 
sideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

Senor Don M. E. nt Gonostiza. 

Envoy Extraordinary, &c. 


Mr. Gorostiza lo Mr. 
{‘T'ranslation. } 


Forsyth 6 


Wasutneron, April 4, 1836, 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plen- 
ipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has received the note 
addressed to him on the Ist instant, by the honorable John 
Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United States, and has 
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thereby seen it to be the opinion of Mr. Forsyth that, in | 
order to define completely the true object of the second ad- | 


ditional article of the 3d of April, 
that the respective plenipotentiaries, on exchanging its rat- 
ifications, should at the same time exchange a declaration 
signed by themselves, and to be annexed to the said ad- 
ditional article, in which is to be explained the real object 
proposed by the Governments, when they agreed in con- 
sidering the said provision necessary. 

The undersigned would undoubtedly have preferred, as 
being the simplest mode, that another second additional 
article should be drawn up, as the most essential part of 
what it was desired to stipulate had been omitted in that of 
the 3d of April, and in order that the most_important pro- 


1835, it will be sufficient | 


ceeding should again receive the sanction of the Legisla- | 


ture of each country. And if it should not appear con- 
venient to annul, at the present time, a convention which 
had already been considered worthy of the assent of the 
American Senate, the undersigned would have preferred, 
even in this case, to negotiate and sign an additional article 
to the treaty of 1828 itself, merely stipulating the meeting 
of the commissioners and surveyors at Natchitoches within 
the same period of one year. This latter expedient would, 


if adopted, in the opinion of the undersigned, bave pre- | 


vented any difficulty in future, especially as the ratifications 
of the two articles might in all probability have been ex- 
changed in Washington, at the same time and by the same 
persons in less than four months. 

This, however, does not prevent the undersigned from 
being ready, as he indeed is, to pursue the plan indicated 
by Mr. Forsyth in his said note, as the undersigned cannot 
hut acknowledge and confess, after all, that a declaration, 
signed by both plenipotentiaries, duly authorized to that ef- 
fect, explaining aa omission observed in the text of the 
principal agreement, intended to be forever annexed to that 
agrecinent, to be exchanged with it and printed and pub- 
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lished with it, must necessarily, from the union n of all the ° 
circumstances, acquire the same legal force, and in cons: 
quence partake of all the guaranties of that agreement 
Should Mr. Forsyth coincide with this view of the case, : 
the undersigned repeats that there can be no impropriety 
in signing such a declaration, and in thus concluding (r+ 
dondeando) the pending negotiation. 

One difficulty, and one only presents itself, which at fi:«| 
sight seems to be of some importance, in case it should 
wished to follow the plan proposed by Mr. Forsyth to the 
letter; it arises from the circumstance that in neither of 
the powers received by the undersigned from his Govern 
ment, (of which copies are herewith sent,) is any eaplici/ 
faculty conferred upon him to exchange the ratifications o! 
the second additional article of the 3d of April, doubtle, 
because it was not supposed at Mexico that there would |: 
any need of such authorization, after the defects of the a: 
ticle had been observed. Hence it may be necessary '» 
adopt some other means; for instance, that the exchange o! 
the second additional article should be made by Mr. Cast! 
lo, who has a former full power to that effect, and that tli 
undersigned should afterwards exchange the declaration 
The undersigned however conceives that, being authorized 
by his general powers ‘to promote by every legal mean 
the settlement (arreglo) of the affairs which occasioned h 
extraordinary mission,” he is also authorized to lise 
the said ratifications, inasmuch as the settlement and ter 
mination of this affair is one of the express and determine: 
objects of his said mission. 

The undersigned flatters himself that Mr. Forsyth will 
coincide with him in his views, and hopes that they may 
both proceed to draw up and sign the declaration in ques- 
tion, at any day and hour which Mr. Forsyth may desig 
nate. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Forsyth 
the assurances of his most distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA 

To the Hon. Jonn Forsytu, 

Secretary of State of the United States. 
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Copy of the general powers of Senor Gorostize 
[ Translation. ] 

Miguel Barragan, President ad interim of the Mexica 
republic. ‘To all to whom these presents shall comm 
greeting : 

Considering it necessary for the interests of the nation to 
accredit near the Government of the United States of Any 
rica a diplomatic agent of a rank higher than that held b 
the one now in Washington, and it being important to 
choose for that purpose one who should combine talents, 
patriotism, honesty, and zeal for the prosperity of the 1 
public; therefore, having found in Don Manuel Eduardo 
de Gorostiza all those admirable qualities, I have thoug!)' 
proper, in the exercise of my powers, and having receive! 
the assent of the General Congress, to appoint him envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary near the sai 
Government, giving and conferring upon him, to that effect, 
full powers to promote, by every legal means, the set!) 
ment of the affairs which occasioned his extraordinary mi» 
sion. I, therefore, request and recommend his excelleve) 
the President of the United States of America to receiv’ 
and admit the said Don Manuel Eduardo de Gorostiza 4 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Mex! 
co, giving entire faith to all which he may advance, gran! 
ing bim the requisite assistance, and disposing that he ! 
acknowledged in his quality, I.on my part offering to r 
ciproc ate. 

Given at the Pulace of Mexico, signed by my hand, a 
thenticated by the national seal, and countersigned by t! 
chief officer charged with the Department of Internal and 
Foreign Relations, on the nineteenth day of the month o! 
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January, eighteen handred and thirty-six, the sixteenth 
year of the independence of the republic. 
{u. 8.) M. BARRAGAN. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
A true copy. Washington, April 4, 1836. 
JUAN E. GAMBOA. 
Secretary of the Legation. 





Copy of the special powers of Senor Gorostiza. 
(Translation. | 
Miguel Barragan, President ad interim of the Mexican 

Republic. To all to whom these presents shall come, 

greeting : 

As it may perhaps be necessary to conclude a new sec- 
ond article, additional to the third of the treaty of limits of 
1832, between this republic and the United States of 
America, in ease that which was signed in this capital on 
the 3d of April of last year should not be considered suf- 
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ficient, and as it is desirable to remove every obstacle which | 
might retard the demarcation of the diving line between the 


two nations, T have thought proper to confer, and by these 


presents I do confer, full powers upon Don Manvel Eduar- | 


do de Gorostiza, énvoy extraordinary from this republic 
near the Government of Washington, to agree with that 
Government, in all due form, upon a new period for the 
meeting of the commissioners and surveyors of the two 
countries at Natchitoches, in order to fix the limits of the 
same, inasmuch as the time fixed by the said third article 
of the treaty of limits of 1832 for the said meeting has ex- 
vired. 

In faith whereof, I have caused these presents to be is- 
sued, signed by my hand, authenticated by the national 
seal, and countersigned by the first chief officer charged 
with the Department of Internal and Foreign Relations, on 
the twenty-sixth day of the month of January, in the year 
eighteen hundred and thirty-six, the sixteenth of the inde- 
pendence of the republic. 

M. BARRAGAN, 
JOSE MA. ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
Washington, April 4, 1836, A true copy. 
JUAN E, GAMBOA, 
Secretary of Legation. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 


DeeantMent of Srarrt, 
Washington, April 13, 1836. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has had the honor to receive and lay before the President 
the note of Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of Mexico, dated the 4th, in reply to the 
communication of the undersigned of the Ist instant. 

The undersigned has been instructed to state, in answer, 
that the plenary powers of Mr. Gorostiza, copies of which 
accompanied his note, are not considered sufficient to au- 
thorize him to act as the agent of the Mexican republic in 
exchanging the ratifications of the convention of the 3d of 
April, 1835. It is therefore expected that Mr. Gorostiza 
will invite Mr. Castillo to this city for that purpose, for 
which he has been specially empowered. Mr. Gorostiza’s 
powers, however, are considered sufficient to authorize him 
to join the undersigned in the explanatory note suggested 
in his communication of the Ist instant, and it will be 
agreeable for the undersigned to meet Mr. Gorostiza at the 
office of this Department at one o’clock to-morrow, when 
the necessary arrangeinents may be made. 

Perhaps it is proper for the undersigned to add, that if 
the declaration were to be cumulative as well as explana- 
tory, it might be essential to promulgate it in the same 
manner as the convention to which it relates. But, as the 
object of the joint note is merely to preven® misconception 
as to the intention of the two Governments in agreeing to 
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the second additional article, any publication is unnecessa- 
ry; it being sufficient that the joint note should remain in 
the archives of the two Governments. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew 
to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 





JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Ex. Sor. Don M. E. pr Gonostiza, &e. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
(Translation. } 

Manuel E. de Gorostiza has the honor to present his re- 
spects to the honorable John Forsyth, and to inform him at 
the said time, that M. Castillo has this day arrived at this 
capital, for the purpose of exchanging the ratifications of 
the second additional article of the treaty of limits, con- 
formably with what has been lately agreed on between Mr. 
Forsyth and M. E. de Gorostiza. 

M. E. de Gorostiza likewise requests Mr. Forsyth to 
have the kindness to name a day for the said exchange, as 
well as for the declaration which is previously to explain 
the true object and meaning of the article in question 

Wasuargron, April 18, 1836. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 


Derartmeyt or Starr, April 18, 1836. 


Mr. Forsyth presents his compliments to Mr. Gorostiza, 
and has the honor to inform him, in answer to his note 
of this date, that on Wednesday next, at two o'clock, he 
will be happy to see Mr. Gorostiza and Mr. Castillo at the 
office of this Department, for the purpose of executing the 
declaration and exchanging the ratifications of the conven- 
tion for a second additional article to the treaty of limite. 





DECLARATION. 


The exchange of the ratifications of the convention con- 


| cluded on the 3d of April, 1835, for a second additional 


article to the treaty of limits between the United States of 


| America and the United. Mexican States, being this day to 
| be made by John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United 


States, and J. M. de Castillo y Lanzas, chargé d'affaires 


| of the Mexican republic to the United States, and Don Man- 
| uel Eduardo de Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and min- 


ister plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic to the United 


| States, having full power from his Government to negotiate 


any addition that might be thought necessary to carry into 
full effect the intention of the parties, if the terms of the said 
second additional article were not sufficiently comprehensive 
and explicit, on a full, official, and unreserved conference 
between the said Secretary of State and the said envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary, it has been found 
that both Governments coincide in putting the same con- 
struction on the said second additional article, giving to it all 
the force and effect of the third article of the said treaty of 
limits, and that, therefore, no addition is necessary. Never- 
theless, as the said second additional article is not clearly 
expressed, although the intention is not doubtful, to prevent 
the possibility of misconception in giving full effect to the 
intention of the parties, it is thought expedient that the said 
Secretary of State and the said envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary should declare, and they do declare 
in behalf of their respective Governments, that the stipu- 
lations in the said second additional article, for the appoint- 
ment of commissioners and surveyors to run and mark the 
boundary line between the two countries, is expressly un- 
derstood, and is to be construed, to impose the obligation 
on the commissioners and surveyors to meet within the 
time, and at the place, prescribed by the said thirg article 
of the treaty of limits, namely, at Natchitoches, and within 























































152 


25th Qens: let Sxss. * 





one year from this date, ror to nhel to carry into 0 fall | 
effect the stipulations of the said third article. 

In testimony whereof, this instrament is executed in 
duplicate, and is mutually delivered prior to the exchange 
of the ratifications of the convention for a second additional 
article to the treaty of limits, duly ratified by our respective 
Governments. 

Done at Washington, this twentieth day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. 


JOHN FORSYTH, {u. 8.] 
Sec. of State U. S. A. 
MA. E. DE GOROSTIZA. {u. s.] 


TOBACCO TRADE. 


Message from the President of the United States, trans- 
milting a report of the Secretary of State, in obedi- 
ence to a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 19th ultimo, upon the subject of the tobacco trade. 
October 3, 1837, read, and laid upon the table. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives.a report of 
the Secretary of State, containing the information requested 
by their resolution of the 19th instant, together with the 
documents by which the report was accompanied. 

M. VAN BUREN. 


Wasatneron, Seplember 30, 1837. 





DerartMenr or Srartr, 
Washington, Sept, 29, 1837. 
0 the President of the United States : 


The Secretary of State, to whom was referred a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 19th instant, 
requesting the President to communicate to that House 
what measures have been adopted since the adjournment 
of the last Congress in relation to the tobacco trade between 
the United States and foreign countries; also, such infor- 
mation as he may have received from our ministers or other 
agents abroad in relation to the same, has the honor to re- 
port that, since the adjournment of the last Congress, in- 
structions have been given to the diplomatic representatives 
of this country at the Courts of Great Britain, France, 
Russia, Prussia, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, and Bel- 
gium, directing them to endeavor to procure from the re- 
spective Governments to which they are accredited the ab- 
olition or modification of the existing duties and restrictions 
upon tobacco imported from the United States; and that 
special agents have been appointed to collect information 
respecting the importation, the cultivation, the manufac- 
ture, and consumption of tobacco in the various states of 
Germany, to which the United States have not accredited 


| 


representatives, and to prepare the way for negotiations for | 


the promotion of the interests of the tobacco trade with 
those countries. A copy of the despatches of the repre- 
sentatives of the United States, received upon this subject, 
is herewith communicated. 

The special agents have proceeded in the execution of 
their duties, but no report has, as yet, been received from 
either of them. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


List of accompanying papers. 


No. 1. Mr. Wheaton to Mr. Forsyth, (extract,) 30th 
April, 1837. 

No. 2. Mr. Wheaton to Mr. Forsyth, (copy,) 20th 
July, 1837. 

No. Mr. Davezac to Mr. Forsyth, (extract,) 25th 
July, 1837. 


APPE ENDIX— To Gales & Scaton’s Register. 


nea Trade. 





No. 4. Mr. einen | to Mr. Forsyth, Caxtrect, ) 29th 
June, 1837. 

Nv. 5. Mr. Anderson to Mr. Forsyth, (extract,) Sih 
August, 1837. 





Mr. Wheaton to Mr. Forsyth.— Extracts. 
Beau, April 30, 1837. 
Sir: T had the honor this day to receive your despatch 
No. 11, under date of the 25th of March. 
Your previous despatches to No. 10, 
also been duly received. 
With the despatch No 11 were received— 
* * ” 


* * * 


inclusive, have 


5. Printed report of the select committee of the House 
of Representatives on the duties and restrictions impose: 
by foreign Governments on American tobacco. 

On this last subject, I have already anticipated your 
instructions as to collecting information respecting the to- 
baceo trade of Germany, by correspondence with our dil- 
ferent consuls, and by inquiries made in the journeys per- 
formed by me through the different states associated in the 
commercial anion, during the summers of 1835 and 1836. 
I shall continue these researches with the same view, and 
shall be ready to execute your farther instructions on this 
important subject to the best of my ability. 

o * * . * . 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

HENRY WHEATON. 


Mr. Wheaton to Mr. Forsyth. 
Aix ta Cuaertir, July 20, 1837. 

Sin: My letters of credence as envoy to the King of 
Prussia having reached me after the decease of the late 
Minister of Foreign’Affairs, Mr. Ancillon, I could not, 
according to the etiquette observed at this Court, be pre- 
sented to his Majesty until the appointment of a new minis 
ter. The Baron-de Werther, Prussian envoy at Paris, was 
at last named to succeed the last minister, but did not ar- 
rive at Berlin until the 10th of June, nor did he take on 
himself the direction of the affairs of the department until 
a fortnight after his arrival. After he had assumed the 
direction, Mr. de Werther intimated to me that, as the 
King was then occupied with the preparations for hi 
journey to Joeplitz, where his Majesty takes the bathis an 
nually at this season,:it would be more convenient to re 
ceive me after his return to the capital in August. 

Under these circumstances, and especially as Mr. de 
Werther was to accompany the King to Joeplitz, I thought 
T could not better employ the interval than by making a 
journey to the Prussian, Westphalian, and Rhine provinces 
with a view to complete my former examination of their 
commercial resources, especially with respect to the ques- 
tion of the tobacco duties, (to which my attention had been 
specially directed by your last despatch,) and the natura! 
and artificial communications by which the states of Ger- 
many associated in the commercial union are connected 
with the North sea, and channels are opened for our com- 
merce, in common with that of other nations, through the 
ports of Belgium and Holland, into the interior of the con- 
tinent. 

With this view-I proceeded from Berlin, (leaving Mr. 
Fay in charge of the current affairs of the legation, ) 
through the province of Brandenburg, which [ had not 
before explored, crossing the Elbe at Magdeburg, to Cas- 
sel, the capital of electoral Hesse. In passing through the 
province of Brandenburg, and. a part of the province of 
Saxony, (dismembered trom royal Saxony in 1815,) ! 
found the nati@ tobacco very extensively cultivated. ‘I'he 
quantity of land planted with tobacco in the province of 
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the whole produce of which was 61,220 centner. In 
1834, the land planted with tobacco in that province had 
increased to 21,000 morgen. ‘The entire production of 
the provinces of Brandenburg and Pomerania amounted, 
ten years ago, to 173,045 centner, being two thirds of the 
tobacco produced in all the Prussian dominions. It has 
probably increased very considerably since, under the pro- 
tection of the duty imposed on foreign tobacco. 

The discriminating duty on foreign manufactured to- 
bacco encourages the home fabrication, which has been 
very considerably increased since it ceased to be a state 
monopoly, which was abolished by the law of 1828. — 

‘The duty on all foreign tobacco encourages the cultiva- 
tion of native tobacco in Prussia, and the other countries 
of Germany associated with her in the commercial union. 
But the native tobacco does not escape taxation. It is 
subjected to an excise duty, which is assessed and collected 
per morgen, varying in the rate according to the estimated 
quality of the land. y 

Previous to the establishment of the commercial union, 
there was no excise on native tobacco in Hesse Cas- 
sel, Bavaria, and Wertemberg. For some time after the 
union, native tobacco, imported from those states into others 
of the union, was subject to a duty of two-thirds of a tha- 


Brandenburg, in 1827, was computed at 16,968 morgen, 


ler per centner ; but now the system is rendered uniform. | 


The planter must make a declaration before the 1st July, 
annually, stating the situation and size of the field he in- 
tends to plant, which is then inspected and classed accord- 
ing to its fertility and estimated product 

The first class pays 54 thalers per morgen. 

The second class pays 4 4-12 thalers per morgen. 

The third class pays 34 thalers per morgen. 

The fourth class pays 2} thalers per morgen. 

I have already sufficiently explained in my former com- 


munications to the Department how the nominal duty on | 


foreign raw tobacco of five and a half thalers per centner | 


is augmented in effeet, so as to amount from forty-six to 
ninety-six per centum on the original value, (i. e. cost, ) 
according to the different qualities of the commodity. On 
stems it amounts to much more. I have also stated how 
the duty operates unfavorably on North American tobacco, 
for want of a discrimination between it and West Indian 
tobacco, which costs four or five times more. 

The proportion of North American tobacco which is 
mixed in Prussia with the miserable inland weed is about 
one-fifth. In other parts, where less native tobacco is 
grown, the proportion must be greater, perhaps one-fourth. 

We have, therefore, certainly reason to complain of the 
duty imposed on our tobacco in Germany. 

Upon consulting our consuls, and other well-informed 


persons engaged in trade, I find some diversity of opinion | 
upon the utility and practicability of obtaining a reduction | 


of this duty, at least without offering some equivalent re- 


duction of duties on German commodities imported into | 


the United States. 


The majority of practical men to whom I have address- 
ed questions on this subject, are of opinion that the first 
cost of North American tobacco is so low that the con- 
sumption would not be materially increased by any reduc 
tion of duty to which the Prussian Government would 
probably consent ; and that the difficulty of procuring any 
such redaction must be very much enhanced by the fact 
of the tariff of duties for the commercial union having un- 
dergone revision so recently as during the last year. They 
suppose that Prussia, having encountered so mach opposi- 
tion in securing an arrangement of the duties favorable to 
the encouragement of her own domestic industry, would 
not readily yield any protective duty in favor of her own 
produce. It is acknowledged that the other members of 
the union might be more easily induced to consent to a 
reduction in which they have a less financial interest: but 
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inasmuch as the present tariff was settled by the Congress 
held last year at Munich for the period of three vears, in- 
cluding 1837, 1838, 1839, it would be difficult to obtain 
the consent of all the associated states to disturb that settle- 
ment, unless as the result of a negotiation stipulating ade- 
quate equivalents. In Prussia the revenue is so nicely 
adjusted to the expenditure, that the bare possibility of loss 
on a reduction in any branch would be an almost insur- 
mountable obstacle to any change, especially as she has 
already been a very considerable loser in the receipts from 
the customs, whilst all the other states of the union have 
gained in the pro rata distribution of the nett revenues, the 
expenses of collection being greatly diminished by the abo- 
lition of all the intermediate custom-house barriers. 

It is also urged that a very large proportion of all the to- 
bacco produced in the United States is actually cousumed 
in the states of Germany included in the commercial union, 
which also affords great facility for the transit trade in that 
article for the supply of the Austrian dominions and other 
countries to the east. 

It is added that the duty imposed by the Prussian tariff 
on tobacco is vastly less than that imposed on the same ar- 
ticle in Great Britain, France, and Austria, in all which 
countries it is a pyincipal object of revenue, and in the two 
last a Government monopoly. 

These considerations certainly present serious obstacles 
to the proposed negotiation, but not such as ought to in- 
duce us to abandon the attempt, or perhaps to despair of 
ultimate success. 








HENRY WHEATON. 
The Secretary or Srare. 





Mr. Davezac to Mr. Forsyth.—Extract. 


Leeation or tar U. 8S. A. ro roe Nerurreanns, 
The Hague, July 25, 1837. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your despatch of 
June 5th last, together with the report of a select commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives, in relation to the high 
foreign duties imposed on tobacco, the produce of the 
United States. I will hasten, as directed, tu obtain and to 
transmit to the Department all the information on the sub- 
ject which I may think of interest to the Government. If 
I discover, either in the tariff or customs regulations of this 
kingdom, any enactment bearing on our tobacco trade more 
heavily than on that of other nations, or in any way practi- 
cally injurious to our citizens, you may be assured that I 
will, without further instruction, use my best efforts to pro- 
cure their modification. 
AUGUSTE DAVEZAC. 
Joun Forsytus, Esq., 
Secretary of State of the U. 


No. 30. 


Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth.—Extract. 


SN. of America. 


Lecation or THE Uvitrep Srates, 
London, June 29, 1837. 


Sr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch ‘* number 20,” under date of the 1th May, trans- 
mitting the report of the select committee of the House of 
Representatives upon the subject of our tobacco trade with 
foreign nations. I will avail myself of every favorable op- 
portunity of fulfillirig the wishes of the Pre ident, and 
pressing the subject on the early and earnest attention of 
the British Government. It is proper, however, to state 
that, before the receipt of your communication, I had an- 
ticipated the measures taken in Congress, and moved in the 
business. 

Knowing the value and importance of this trade to al- 
most all classes of our citizens, I availed myself of the op- 
portunity afforded by the application of the merchants and 
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manufacturers of Liverpool, and other large towns in Eng- 
land, for a reduction of the duty, to second these efforts, 


system upon the interests as well of Great Britain as of the 
United States. 

As I was not authorized to discuss, officially, the subject, 
I contented myself with such unofficial reprepresentations 
as I felt justified i in making, and which I thought calculated 
to do gocd. 
done. 

In several interviews with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and the president of the board of trade, I found 
they were unwilling to propose any change to Parliament, 
at least for the present year. Whatever their opinions 
were as to the beneficial effects that were likely to result 
from a reduction of the present high duty, it is quite evi- 
dent that they were not willing to hazard the loss to the 
revenue of a million, the first year, for the supposed future 
benefit which had been relied on to justify the change. 

Nothing will be done until the new Parliament assembles 
in the fall, when the subject will, no doubt, again be brought 
forward by the merchants and manufacturers, and pressed 
upon the Government. 

I shall in the mean time not relax my efforts; and if I 
find it expedient, 1 will, in the course of the summer, pre- 
sent to Lord Palmerston an official communication on the 
subject, so as to enable the ministry, if they are disposed 
to make any recommendation to anes to do it early in 
the session, and, at the same time, place them in possession 
of the views and wishes of our Government on the subject. 

I have no reason, however, to flatter myself with the ex- 
pectation that the result will be favorable, at least for the 
present. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. STEVENSON. 


I regret, however, to say that nothing was 


Joun Fonrsytu, Esq., 
Secretary of State. 





Mr. Anderson to Mr. Forsyth.— Extract. 


Panis, August 5, 1837. 

A favorable opportunity presenting itself in the course of 
our conversation for introducing the subject of your despatch 
No. 11, I intimated to him the wishes of the United States, 
and expressed a confident hope that the liberal spirit of his 


of the United States and France, would lead to a modifi- 
cation of the system under which tobacco was admitted 
into this country. While he did not defend the Régie on 


! 
' 
and urge upon the ministry the impolicy of the = 





the score of advantage, and admitted expressly that he was | 


personally a friend to the liberty of commerce, he did not 


give me reason to think that any modification of the French | 


system was possible. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


CHARLES E. ANDERSON. 


SOUTH SEA EXPLORING 
Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the | 
information required by a resolution of the House of 
Repres:ntatives of the 4th instant, in relation to the de-’ 
tention of the sailing of the exploring squadron, &c. 
October 13, 1837. Read, and laid upon the table. 


Navy Depanrment, October 12, 1837. 
Sir: In answer to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 4th instant, directing this Department to 
communicate the cause of the detention in the sailing of 
the exploring squadron, together with the correspondence 


SQUADRON. 
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of the appropriation made by Congress for that purpose has 
been expended, and whether an additional sum will not be 
required, in a short period, to carry.on the expedition, | 
have the honor to report, thatahe cause of the detention of 
the sailing of the South Sea exploring squadron will ap- 
pear by the measures which have necessarily been adopted 
for fitting out the squadron, as stated in the letter of the 
Commissioners of the Navy of the 5th of September, 1836, 
and the correspondence therein referred tv, and the letter 
of the commissioners of the 9th instant; copies of which 
are hereunto annexed. 

In my annual report of the 3d of December last, I stated 
the measures that had been then adopted for fitting out the 
squadron, and the difficulty of recruiting seamen for this 
service, when it was necessary tu recruit seamen for the 
Pacific, the Brazilian, and West India stations, 

On the 6th of February last, I made a report to the 
President of the United States, transmitting the informa- 
tion required by a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 3d of that month, in relation to the progress 
which had been made with regard to the exploring expe- 
dition authorized by Congress. This report was submitted 
to the House of Representatives, and is among their print- 
ed documents of the last session, No. 138. Commander 
Tattnall, on his return from a cruise to the coast of Mexi- 
co, in the Pioneer, one of the vessels of the-exploring squad- 
ron, reported so unfavorably of her sailing, that it was 
deemed proper to exumine into her condition, as well as 
that of the bark Consort and schooner Pilot; which three 
vessels had been built expressly for this expedition, and 
the two latter of which had been considered as inferior to 
the former in point of sailing. 

Commodore Jones was instructed to make an experi- 
mental cruise with these three vessels, which he did; and 
on his return, reported favorably of their sailing, but re- 
commended that they should be put into dry dock for the 
purpose of examination, and for such alterations as a board 
of officers appointed for that purpose should recommend. 
Several alterations were recommenced, and adopted with- 
out unnecessary delay. 

Notwithstanding the alterations made in the schooner 
Pilot, there was a want of confidence in her sailing ; and as 


; Commodore Jones was desirous of having a swift-sailing 


schooner for this service, he was authorized to purchase 


5 | such a one, should he deem it expedient, to be substituted 
Majesty’s Government, and a sense of the mutual interests | 


for the Pilot. He purchased such a schooner, which he 
thinks well calculated for the service, and which is now in 
New York, undergoing some necessary alterations, which 
can soon be completed. 

On the Ist of August last, Commodore Jones requested 
that the cooking-galleys, made upon a new plan, for burn- 
ing anthracite coal, with which his vessels had been fur- 
nished, might be replaced by others, such as had heretofore 
been used in the navy. The new galleys have been con- 
structed with all possible despatch at the navy yard at this 
place: the last of which was sent to Norfolk on the 6th in- 


| stant, so that it is probable they could all be on board the 


between this Department and the commander and other | 


officers or persons who are now or have been at any time 
attached to that service; and, also, to report what amount 


proper vessels by the 8th; on which day it was the inten- 
tion of Commodore Jones to sail with his squadron for 
New York, for the purpose of completing his stores, re- 
ceiving the scientific corps of the expedition, with their in- 
struments and books, and for the purpose of adopting means 
for heating the vessels when in cold latitudes: all which, 
it is believed, can be accomplished in about three weeks. 
When the board of officers (Commodores Chauncey, 
Morris, Warrington, Patterson, and Wadswortl)) were 
instructed to inquire into the condition of the barks Pio- 
neer and Cunsort and the schooner Pilot, and their fitness 
for service in the surveying and exploring expedition, 
they were also instructed to inquire whether this expedition 
might not be reduced in its amount of vessels and men with 
advantage to the country, and without prejudice to the suc- 
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cess of the expedition. A copy of the letter of instructions 
to the commissioners, and their report of the 13th of July, 
1837, are hereunto annexed. 

In addition to the sum of $150,000, appropriated by the 
law authorizing the expedition, the further sum of $150,000, 
transferred from other appropriations, by authority of the 
saine law, to fitting out this expedition, the sum of 
$346,431 was embraced in the estimates for the year 1837, 
to defray the current expenses of the expedition for one 
year. From the special appropriation and transfer above 
stated, amounting to $300,000, there has been paid the 
expense of building and equipping the Pioneer, Consort, 
and Pilot, and the completion of the store-ship Relief, for 
this service, as also the cost of the schooner Active, pur- 
chased by Commodore Jones as a substitute for the Pilot, 
and the instruments and books which have been already 
collected. About $25,000 from the special appropriation 
was paid for provisions, and about $24,000 has been paid 
or allotted for the purchase of other articles wanted for the | 
expedition. The remainder of the provisions and the or- 
dinary supplies of sea-stores, pay, and other expenses, have 
been taken from the general appropriations for the navy. 
The estimates for this special service having been incorpo- 
ated into the general appropriations for the navy, no special 
returns have been received of the current expenses under 
the heads embraced in the appropriation. It is presumed 
that a fair proportion of the amount estimated for the year 
has been expended since its commencement. ‘lhis propor- 
tion would give, up to the Ist instant, $259,824 25, | 
which, added to the amount drawn from the Treasury to 
this date, $293,342 30, gives a total of $553,166 55, as 
the expense of the expedition to the present time, accord- 
ing to the latest returns received. 

No further appropriations will be wanted for the present 
year for the expedition. But appropriations to the amount 
of $346,431 a year will be wanted for the expedition while 
it will be absent from the United States; and it is expected 
to he absent three years. , 

A statement of the moneys drawn from the Treasury of 
the United States for the expedition, made by the Fourth 
Auditor, amounting, on the 9th instant, to $278,342 30, 
to which is to be added $15,000 since drawn, making the 
total of $293,342 30, is hereunto annexed. 

he complement of officers for the expedition is not yet 
complete. It is believed, however, that it will be before 
the vessels can be fully prepared. ‘There has been great 
difficulty in obtaining the services of a sufficient number of 
the officers wanted, as will appear by the list of those order- 
ed, and those on duty ; which list is hereunto annexed. 

The correspondence called for is so voluminous that it 
could not, with the present number of clerks in this De- 
partment, be copied during this session of Congress, with- 
out impeding the indispensable daily business now depend- 
ing ; but the originals will be sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, if required, or will be copied if sufficient time 
be given. 


1 have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient, 


humble servant, MAHLON DICKERSON. 
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South Sea Exploring Squadron. 








To the Hon. James K. Pork, 
Speaker of the House of Representutives. 





Navy Commissioners’ Orricr, 
September 5, 1836. 
The Board of Navy Commissioners have the hon- 
or to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter of the 2d ins. 
with a copy of a letter from Thomas Ap C. Jones to you oi 
the 29th ultimo. 

In relation to that part of your letter which requires “ that 
no specifications and statements be required of Captain 
Jones other than such as commander of the squadron he 
ought to give, upon his own responsibility, and that the 
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building department perform the duties properly belonging 
to it, and upon its own responsibility,” as well as to that 
part of Captain Jones’s letter which refers to the require- 
ments of the commissioners upon him, the board beg 
leave, respectfully, to offer the following remarks: 

The official information which the board possess re- 
specting the objects of the exploring expedition, the vessels 
which are to be employed upon it, and the manner in 
which they are to be prepared, is comprised in the act of 
Congress which authorized the expedition: a letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy of the 6th July last, directing 
the frigate Macedonian to be finished and fitted for sea 
with the least possible delay, and to furnish and fit her with 
a view for employment on the South Sea exploring expedi- 
tion ; a letter of the 7th July, 1836, directing that there be 
built, or finished, if already begun, and fitted for sea, two 
brigs, one schooner, and one store-ship, for the South Sea 
exploring expedition: a letter of the 10th July, informing 
the board that the above vessels were to be built and fin- 
ished under the appropriation for the exploring expedition : 
another letter from the Secretary of the Navy, of the 20th 
July, directing an alteration in the interior arrangements 
of the Macedonian, by fitting her with a poop, &c., dis- 
pensing with a portion of her armament, and diminishing 
the dimensions of the masts, yards, sails, rigging, &c., if 
convenient; this letter also furnished the dimensions, rig, 
and armaments of the three vessels which had been directed 
to be built by letter of 7th July, and stated that they were 
not to be fitted as vessels of war: one other letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, of the 25th July, referring to the 
previous letters, and informing the board that these letters 
contained some of the views of Captain Jones, who was to 


| command the expedition, and stating that ‘it will be 


proper on all occasions connected with this special service, 


| when not inconsistent with the general regulations, for the 


Commissioners of the Navy to accede to the suggestions of 
Captain Jones.” 

With this information, and under these instructions, the 
action of the board has been as follows: On the 6th July 
the board directed Commodore Warrington to complete the 
Macedonian with all practicable despatch, as will be seen 
by the copy enclosed, marked A. On the 11th July, they 
wrote letters of inquiry to the commandants of the yards at 
Boston and New York, in relation to their ability to build 
the brigs and schooner, as by letter, copy marked B. 
When at the Norfolk yard, about the middle of July, the 
board verbally reiterated this order to hasten the completion 
of the Macedonian ; and, to expedite it, gave the order of 14th 
July to prepare plank in Washington, of which the copy is 
marked C. The chief naval constructor was verbally direct- 
ed to prepare draughts and building instructions for the ves- 
sels to be built, and for the internal arrangements of them 
and the store-ship, and the masts and spars of the different 
vessels, to conform to the wishes of Captain Jones, who 


| was verbally requested by the board to give his views to 


the constructor; and on the 2Ist July, the commandants at 
Boston and New York were directed to make preparations 
for building. On the 26th July, the letters were written 


| by the board, of which the original of copy D was sent 


to Commodore Warrington; of copy E to Commodore 
Downes; of F to Commodore Barron; G to Commo- 
dore Ridgely ; and H to Captain Jones. On the 5th Au- 
gust, a letter was written to Commodore Downes, of which 
copy I is annexed ; and on the 14th August to Commodore 
Ridgely, as per copy K. 

On the 18th August a letter was received from Captain 
Jones, of which the copy is marked L; and, upon this let- 
ter, instructions were given to exclude cotton canvass en- 
tirely from the sails and equipment of the vessels; and a 
copy of the description of the boats furnished by Captain 
Jones was sent to Commodore Warrington, with instruc- 
ties to conform to them. As the terms of Captain Jones’ 


































































156 


25th Conc. Ist Sess.]} 











letter were very general, in relation to both quantities and 
qualities of the articles which he wished provided, and as 
several of these were not such as are usually furnished to 
our vessels of war, the board, from a sincere desire that 
every thing should be provided and prepared to his entire 
satisfaction, wrote him, on the 20th August, the letter 
marked M, suggesting a course which to them seemed best 
calculated to effect that object. This letter seems to be 
that to which he more specially refers in his letter to you 
of the 29th ultimo. On the receipt of Captain Jones’s let- 
ter of the 22d August, copy marked N, orders were im- 
mediately issued to arm the vessels accordingly. Having 
received a letter from the commanding officer of the navy 
yard at New York, of which O is a copy, Captain Jones 
was furnished with a copy and requested to give the in- 
formation asked; which produced a reply, dated 29th 
August, of which a copy is marked P. The exhibit re- 
ferred to in the postscript, which related to the number of 
men, was referred to the Secretary of the Navy for his 


sanction, before giving further orders upon the subject; | 


the Secretary’s decision was received on the 3d instant, 
with other information. The other, relating to the sails 
of the schooner, was transmitted, with,orders to furnish 
them. On the 30th ultimo, letters were written to the 
different officers where the vessels for this expedition are 
building, of which copies are marked Q. On the 31st ul- 
timo a letter, copy marked R, was received from Captain 
Jones, consenting to receive certain articles, which had 
been made from cotton canvass befvre the orders for flax 
canvass had been received; and another letter of the same 
date, 8, proposing to change the rig of the vessels first or- 
dered as brigs, with which proposal the board concurred, 
under the instructions of the Department of 25th July, 
and gave the necessary orders accordingly. 

With this statement, the board respectfully subinit to 


your decision, and that of the President of the United | 


States should it be necessary, whether ‘* their requirements” 
upon Captain Jones, ‘under existing circumstances, 
emanate from a laudable zeal to promote the public ser- 
vice, or any other consideration ;” and whether, under the 
instructions of the 25th July, and the ignorance of the 
board as to the particular objects proposed by the expedi- 
tion, and the mode of attaining them, they could have 
adopted measures better calculated to secure the equipment 
of the vessels in conformity with the wishes of Captain 
Jones, as directed by your letter of 25th July. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most obedient servant, JOHN RODGERS. 

To the Hon. Manton Dickenson, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


A. 
Navr Commissionens’ Orrice, July 6, 1836, 


Sir: You will proceed to complete the frigate Mace- 
donian, and equip her for sea with all practicable despatch, 


She is intended to form one of the vessels for the exploring | 


expedition, and as additional security in case she should 
get aground, you will cause the spaces in her frame to be 
filled up from the keel to the underside of the berth-deck 
beams, and caulked, so as to make that part of the frame 
water-tight, provided it can be done without removing any 
of the planking already upon her bottom. 

The board expect to visit the yard under your com- 
mand on Saturday next. 

Respectfully, &c. 

Com. Lewis Wanrnineron, 

Commanding Naval Officer, Norfolk, Va. 


B. 
Navy Commissionens’ Orrice, July 11, 1836, 


JOHN RODGERS. 


Sin: Please inform the board as early as practicable, 
whether a brig and schooner, or either, and which can be 
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built from the promiscuous live-oak timber, or from any 
moulded timber smaller than sloops, in the yard unde: 
your command, and to what appropriation such timber be- 
longs; and whether such frame timber can be purchased 
from and delivered immediately by individuals, and a 
what price, if it should be wanted. 

Respectfully, &c. 

Com. Joun Downes, Boston. 

Com. Cuanres G. Rinezxx, New York. 


Cc. 


i Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, 
Norfolk, July 14, 1836. 
Str: The Macedonian, building at this yard, requires 
| the following thicknesses of yellow-pine plank for her 
| decks, viz: 2 inches, 34 inches, 44 inches, 5 inches, ani! 
| 6 inches; and they have not the stuff at this yard out of 
which to saw it. 

You will be pleased to have the sawing of this plank 
commenced immediately, taking the stocks from any on 
hand the most convenient, using, in addition to the engine, 
hand-sawyers, if it will accelerate the work, and sending 
the sawed plank to this yard as fast as opportunities shall 
offer. ‘The quantities of each size we shall give you on 
our return to Washington. The stocks are to be repaid, 
and the whole labor of sawing them is to be paid out of the 
appropriation for building the Macedenian. 

Respectfully, &c. JOHN RODGERS. 

Com. D. T. Parrensex, 

Commanding Navy Yard, Washington. 


D. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, July 26, 1836. 

Sir: The Macedonian having been selected for one of 
the vessels to be employed on the surveying and exploring 
expedition, it has been determined to alter the original plan 
for the interior arrangement of that ship, so far as the sub 
stitution of a poop cabin for the commander, in lieu of his 
usual accommodations on the gun-deck, which latter space 
will be fitted with state-rooms, three of a side, for the 
accommodation of the principals of the scientific depart- 
ment, to be capacious and se constructed as to admit both 
air and light freely when in low latitudes, and at the same 
time susceptible of being converted into close and warm 
rooms when in colder regions. ‘The two after and one of 
| the forward guns, on each side, both of the gun and spar 
decks, may be dispensed with; and if the masts, yards, 
| sails, riggings, &c. are not yet made or prepared, com 
| reduction in their dimensions might be desirable, thougli 
| net indispensably necessary, but no change to be made if 
they have been completed or much advanced. 

Captain T’. Ap C. Jones has been designated to com 
mand on this service; and if he should visit the yard 
| under your command whilst this vessel is building or 
| equipping, and express his wishes for any special ar- 
rangements or modification of the equipments, boats, or 
' 
| 
| 
} 


JOHN RODGERS. 


| other stores, that will not require an alteration of work 

already completed, you will adupt his suggestions ; as it 

is the wish of the board that the vessels may be fitted and 

| supplied as nearly to his satisfaction as circumstances will 

| permit. 

Respectfully, &c. 

Com. L. Wanrninetox, 

Norfolk, Virginia. 


E. 


Navy Commissionen’s Orrice, July 26, 1836. 


JOHN ROGERS. 


| 

| ee _ 
Sir: The chief naval constructor will be soon directed 
to report to you for the purpose of laying down and pre- 
pating the moulds for two brigs intended for the surveying 

fe exploring expedition, both of which are to be built 
and equipped at the yard under your command with the 
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least practicable delay, and you will employ as many men 
upon them as can work to advantage, in preference to 
working on any other vessels. He will carry with him and 
leave with you the necessary building instructions and other 
directions respecting their arrangement and equipment. 

Captain T. Ap C. Jones has been designated to com- 
mand on this service, and if he should visit the yard under 
your command whilst the vessels are building and equip- 
ping, and express his wishes for any special arrangements 
or modification of the equipments, boats, or other stores, 
that will not require an alteration of work already com- 
pleted, you will adopt his suggestions ; as it is the wish of 
the board that the vessels may be fitted and supplied as 
nearly to his satisfaction as circumstances will permit. 

The expenses aré to be charged to the ‘* exploring expe- 
dition,” and requisitions made accordingly ; an accurate 
account must be kept of all articles borrowed from other 
appropriations, and a return made as soon as completed, 
besides the quarterly returns required by the existing regu- 
lations. Respectfully, &c. 

JOHN RODGERS. 
Com. Jonx Downts, 
Commanding Naval Officer, Boston. 


F. 
Navy Commissronens’ Orrice, July 26, 1836. 


Sin: Capt. T. Ap C. Jones has been designated to 
command the surveying and exploring expedition, and if 
he should visit the yard under your command whilst the 
store ship is building or equipping, and express his wishes 
for any special arrangement or modification of the equip- 
ment, boats, or other stores, that will not require an alter- 
ation of work already completed, you will adopt his sug- 
gestions; as itis the wish of the board that the vessels 
may be fitted and supplied as nearly to his satisfaction as 
circumstances will permit. Respectfully, &c. 

JOHN RODGERS. 

Com. James Banronx, 

Commanding Naval Officer, Philadelphia. 
G. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, July 26, 1836. 

Str: Herewith you will receive a draught and building 
instructions for a schooner intended for the surveying and 
exploring expedition, which you will have built and equip- 
ped at the yard under your command with the least possible 
delay. 

Capt. T. Ap C. Jones has been designated to command 
on this service, and if he should visit the yard under your 
command whilst the schooner is building or equipping, and 
express his wishes for any special arrangements, boats or 
other stores, that will not require an alteration of work 
already completed, you will adopt his suggestions ; as it 
is the wish of the board that all the vessels may be fitted 
out and supplied as nearly to his satisfaction as circum- 
stances will permit. 

The expenses are to be charged to ‘the surveying and 
exploring expedition,” and requisitions made accordingly ; 
an accurate account must be kept of ali articles borrowed 
from other appropriations, and a return made as soon as 
completed, besides the quarterly returns required by the 
existing orders. Respectfully, &c. : 

JOHN RODGERS. 


Com, Caas. G. Rineety, 
Commanding Naval Officer, New York. 
H. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, July 26, 1836. 

Sir: ‘The Secretary of the Navy has suggested to the 
Buard of Navy Commissioners the propriety of acceding 
to your wishes on all occasions connected with the sur- 
veying and exploring expedition, which you have been se- 


K. 
Navy Commisstoxens’ Orrice, August 11, 1836. 





lected to coramand, when not inconsistent with the general 
regulations. ‘They have to request that you will inform 
them, as early as practicable, of any special arrangements 
which you may wish in the construction, internal arrange- 
ments, armaments, and equipment of the vessels, or in 
their stores, which are to be employed on that service, that 
instructions may be given in time to prevent the necessity 
of changes hereafter. 

Should you visit the navy yards, the commandants will 
be directed to attend to your direct suggestions respecting 
these vessels, when they will not require alterations of 
what has been already cone. Respectfully, &c. 

JOHN RODGERS. 

Capt. T. Ap C. Jonrs, 

United States Navy, Washington. 


I. 
Navy Commissronens’ Orrice, August 6, 1836. 
Sin: In reply to your letter of the 2d instant, the com- 
missioners have to inform you that they are of opinion the 
two exploring brigs had better have tanks. You are, how- 
ever, referred to Captain Jones upon the subject ; also, as 
to the quantity of water he will require for each. In case 
of tanks being decided on, you will call on the navy agent 
to have them made on the best terms in his power, taking 
care to have them ready in time, so as to prevent any delay 
on their account. Respectfully, &c. 
JOHN RODGERS. 
Com. Joun Downes, 
Commanding Naval Officer, Boston. 


Sin: In reply to your letter of the 9th instant, in reiation 
to the armament, &c., of the schooner builing for the ex- 
ploring expedition, the commissioners have to refer you to 
Capt. T. Ap ©, Jones, who is now, or shortly will be, in 
New York, and will give you every necessary information 
upon the subject. The board prefer tanks and chain cables, 
and if, after consultation with Captain Jones, they should be 
decided on, you will call on the navy agent to procure 
them on the best terms in his power. 

I am, very respectfully, &c. JOHN RODGERS. 
Com, Cuas. G. Ringer, 

Commanding Naval Officer, New York. 


instant, as [ passed through Washington on my way to 
Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, on business connect- 
ed with the South Sea surveying and exploring expedition. 
The instructions which the commissioners have already 
given in relation to the vessels now constructing and pre- 
paring for the aforesaid voyage, appear to me to embrace 
all that is material in the present stage of building, and I 
am happy to say that the work is progressing at the several 


L. 
Purnavecrara, August 15, 1836. 
Sin: Your letter of the 26th July reached me on the 2d 


| yards which I have visited with spirit and expedition. 


With regard to outfit and supplies of every kind, it is 


| very desirable that they should be of the very best in every 


department, and especially the ground-tackle for each ves- 
sel, which ought to have at least one extra anchor and cable, 

| and an additional supply of kedges and hawsers, and a 

| large stock of the best grass-rope warps, to be used with 

| floating anchors. 

It is desirable that coffon canvass should be excluded en- 

| tirely from every department in this expedition. ‘The dan- 
ger of spontaneous combustion is too great even to justify 
its safe use for hammocks and bags in very high latitudes 
or other situations, when it must often happen, with every 
care and attention, hammocks, bags, and the men’s cloth- 
ing cannot be kept dry nor freely aired. 

The provisions, of course, will be of the best qu ality, 
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and put up in ‘the best manner for site sieaten, eupeétalty 
that which is put on board the store-ship. Bread and 
other dry provisions might be kiln-dried, and ought to be 
packed in tight casks or cases; a portion of the provisions 
might consist of concentrated soup, of preserved fresh 
meats—say one-eighth or one-twelfth part of the whole ; 
the spirits and vinegar ought to be of the highest proof and 
best quality, with a view to economy in space. 

The galley invented by Commodore Baron is, I think, the 
best I have ever seen, and | desire that each vessel may be 
supplied with one of thay kind. 

The usual supply of feady-made sails will be sufficient, 
but canvass, twine, &c. for an extra suit, comprising 
courses, topsails, topgallant-sails, and sform-sails, will be 
required for each vessel; two extra boats are required for 
the sture-ship, and I should wish the stérn and quarter 
boats of the Macedonian to be constructed differently from 
those usually carried by our frigates ; also, a supply of boat- 
builder’s lumber, and other materials for building boats will 
be required. 

A portivn of the slop-clothing, too, ought to be of better 
quality than that which is in general use in the navy ; some- 
thing more impervious to water, more durable, and of 
course warmer, will be necessary while exploring in high 
latitudes ; water-proof boots and caps or hats ought also to 
be added tu the list, with some articles of gum-elastic fabri- 
cation, such as boat-bags, life-preservers, tent-covers, &c. 

Respectfully, &c. 
THOS. AP C. JONES, 


Commander of the South Sea Expedition. | } 
letter of the 26th insfant, 
| Master Commandant M. C. 


Com. Joun Roneers. 


M. 


Navy Commisstoners’ Orrice, Aug. 20, 1836. 


Siu: Your letter of the 13th instant is received. The 
board having been instructed to conform to your wishes in 
the equipment of the vessels for the surveying and explo- 
ring expedition, as far as consistent with the general regula- 
tions, and being desirous of carrying these instructions into 
effect in the fullest manner, they request that, in commu- 
nicating your wishes, you would be more definite than in 
the Jetter of 13th instant. 

The board would suggest, as the course least liable to 
misapprehension, that you should furnish distinct requisi- 
tions, under the proper heads, for all the articles you may 
wish, and the places where you may wish them collected, 
and particular descriptions of such as vary from those com- 
monly used in the navy, that the whole may be forwarded 
to the respective commandants, and prepared in due sea- 
son. 

As Commodore Barron, who is the patentee, may not be 


South Sea Exploring rset 
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ling carriages, ‘ia to rn farniateit with the ienedt éppurie- 
nances ; powder, ball, grape and canister shot and wads. 
Respectfully, &c. 
THOS. AP CATESBY JONES, 
Commander of the. Expedition. 
To the Prestpenr of the 
Board of Navy Commissioners. 


0. 


Navy Yarpv, New Yoru, August 24, 1836. 
Grentisemen: Your communication of the 22d instant 
has been received, in which you direct that cotton canvass 
shall not be used in the equipment of the exploring vesse| 
now in progress of construction at this yard. In reply, 
permit me to state that no definite instructions have been 
received, either from the Navy Board or from Captain ‘I’. 
A. C. Jones, as to the dimensions of spars, the rig or 
ground tackle, the cut and quantity of sails, the contem- 
plated number of her crew, the arrangement of accommo- 
dations, sea-stores, &c. These instructions are necessary, 
in order to facilitate the equipment of the vessel which wil! 
be ready for launching by the 25th of next month, (Sep- 

tember. ) Respectfully, &c. 
M. C, PERRY, Commanding officer. 


The Commissitonegns of the Navy, Washington. 
P; 
Hint, Vireinia, Aug. 29, 1836 


Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
covering the copy of one from 
Perry, bearing date the 24th 


Near Prosprcyr 


August. 

I am sorry to discover by Master Commandant Perry's 
letter, a want of candor in his communication to the Navy 
Board. Had Captain Perry have felt, or in any way man- 
ifested a tithe of the zeal displayed by the officers of the 
Philadelphia and Charleston navy yards for the success of 
the South Sea exploring expedition, or had he accorded to 
me the ordinary civilities which I have been accustomed to 


| receive on all former occasions, at the New York and al! 


| other navy yards which I have ever visited on duty, he 


able to furnish galleys of his make for all the vessels by the | 


time they would be required, the board would suggest that | 


you inform them for which you would prefer them first, in 
case all cannot be made. 

Commodore Warrington will be instructed to have the 
boats of the Macedonian made of such dimensions and 
confurmably to such description as you may furnish him 
with. Respectfully, &e. 

J. CHAUI 


Washington. 


NCEY. 


JoNEs, 


Capt. T. Ar C. 
N. 


Wasuincron, August 22, 1836. 
Required for arming the schooner, two brigs, and the 
store-ship, building for the South Sea surveying and explo 
ring expedition, the following described ordnance, viz: 
Six 12-pound gunnades for each brig building at Boston, 
Six do do for the ship at Philadelphia, 
Four 9 do do for the schooner at New Week. 
All of the aforesaid guns to be mounted on truck-travel- 


would have known that Mr. Hart, the naval constructor of 
New York navy yard, presented to me, on the 12th day of 
August, in said yard, the draught of a schooncr’s masts, 
yards, and principal sails, which he said were intended for 
a schooner of about 120 tons, (the only vessel building at 
that yard for the exploring expedition,) which draught, after 
examination and consultation with Mr. Hart,,and in the 
presence of Lieutenant Hudson, of the navy, was adopted 
by me, after suggesting several alterations, such as short- 
ening the topsail and topgallant yards, reducing the hoist 
of the topsail, raking the masts, and stewing the boweprit 
more; substituting a lug for a boom-foresail, &c., which 
modified draught I requested Mr. Hart to adopt, unless 
otherwise directed by the Navy Commissioners. Master 
Commandant Perry ought also to have known that Commo- 
dore Ridgely, in my presence, ordered the master-mastina 
ker to break the workmen off from the Ohio’s spars, aud to 


| go immediately to work on the exploring schooners; avd, 
| finally, on taking leave of Commodore Ridgely, with whom 


I had fi ‘eely conferred in relation to the vessel building under 
his immediate command, and who I found well dispos dto 
further all my wishes as well as the wishes of the Govern- 


| ment, I expressed my hope and desire that he would exer- 


cise his own judgment in all things not specially ordered 


in relation to the schooner building in the yard under his 
command, and to do with her as he would do were hie 
going to command her himself; and at the same time in- 
forming him that as soon as I returned to Washington, | 
hoped to have the commander and forward officers, at least, 
appointed to all the vessels building, in order that those who 
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are to command might have some voice in planning the 
interior arrangements of the vessels, and being on the spot 
with their boatswains, gunners, carpenters, &c., could the 
more readily cause all necessary requisitions to be made, 
and see that they were properly complied with; but not- 


withstanding my earnest and repeated solicitations upon the | 


subject, the honorable Secretary of the Navy has refused, 
and still refuses, to make the appointments so much needed, 
and I know of no remedy in this case, if the officers of the 


navy yards withhold a willing aid; for it is manifest that | 


no human being, not endowed with omnipresence, can su- 
perintend in detail the building and equipping of five ves- 
sels at four different stations, the extremes of which are 
seven hundred miles apart. 

In my early communications with the Navy Department, 
after I was assigned to the command of the exploring ex- 
pedition, I adverted to the number of officers to be pro- 
vided for; and in the memorandum I furnished the naval 
constructor, (as requested by the navy board,) dated 22d, 
July, the following paragraph will be found: ** Of officers 
there will probably be no more than eight for each brig 
and six for the schooner, of the grades which usually oc- 
cupy the cabin, wardroom, and steerage, and it is proposed 
to accommodate them all in one cabin. . The warrant and 
petty officers will, I suppose, in number and grade, be the 
same as is allowed to similar vessels in the regular service, 
but the number of privates will be considerably reduced.” 

The letter which I had the honor to address to the board 
on the 15th instant, is expressive of my general views with 
regard to outfit and supplies, which, together with some 
more specific requisitions previously made, appear te me 
to he sufficiently definite for the guidance of all in- 
trusted with the building and equipping of the vessels des- 


tined for the South Sea surveying and exploring expedition ; | 


but if they are not, I can only say that the public interest 
must suffer until the honorable Secretary of the Navy shall 
think proper to accord me the necessary aid, by appointing 
the officers I have so urgently asked for. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. 
THOS. AP CATESBY JONES, 
Commander of the S. S. Expedition. 
P. 8. Enclosed is a paper marked A, exhibiting the 
contemplated number and arrangement of the officers and 
men to be employed in the exploring expedition. I need 
hardly add that the quantity of water, provisions, and other 
stores, might be governed almost entirely by the vessel's 
capacity fur cafrying. I also enclose an inventory of the 
sails required for the schooner building at New York. 
THOS. AP C. JONES. 
The Prestpext of the 


Board of Navy Commissioners. 


Q. 
Navy Commissioners’ Orricx, August 30, 1836. 
Str: By the particular request of Captain Jones, the 
brigs building at the yard under your command, for the 
exploring expedition, are not to be salted, 
Respectfully, &c. 
TI. CHAUNCEY. 
Com. Joax Downes, Boston. 
Com. Caartes G. Rivertr, New York—schooner. 
Com. James Barnos, Philadelphia—store-ship. 
Com. L. Waraineron, Norfolk— Macedonian. 


R. 


Near Prosexer Hitt, Virginia, August 31, 1836. 

Sir: Your two letters of yesterday’s date, covering com- 
munications from Commodores Warrington and Downes, 
upon the subject of cotton canvass, and from the former 


in relation to the Macedonian’s quarter-boats,’ have this 
day been received. 
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With regard to the boats in question, I have no draught 
of the Macedonian, nor of the boats she hitherto carried. 
| I gave the distance between the davits as the data by 
which to determine the length of the boats, so as to leave 
the commandant of the yard, as well as the boat-builder, 
full scope, if the davits were not fitted, and if they were, 
then to fit the boats to the davits. Perhaps Commodore 
Warrington will better understand my meaning when I 
| say that the boats are to be six-oared boats, single banked, 
with good roomy stern and head sheets, and I suppose 
about six or eight and twenty feet long, as they are to be 
sharp at each end. 

In relation to the cotton canvass, I conceive the danger 
of spontaneous combustion too imminent to justify its use 
in any sails or other articles that have to be stowed in a 
| sail-room or other place liable to heat and moisture, and it 
was for that reason alone that I requested its use to be dis- 
pensed with on board the exploring vessels. The ham- 
mock clothes and covers named by Commodore Dewnes, 
need not be substituted by others of flax, as, from their 
constant exposure in open air, und their not being liable to 
be thrown in a mass, as awnings, sails, and even ham- 
mocks and bags sometimes unavoidably are, and often, too, 
containing damp bedding and clothes, which would be 
certain to ignite, (sometimes in the course of a very few 
hours,) the fatal consequences of which cannot be too 
studiously guarded against. I, therefore, respectfully re- 
| quest, that, with the exception above made in favor of the 
| hammock clothes and sail covers named by Commodore 
| Downes, flax canvass may be excluded, as before sug- 
| gested. I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES. 
To the Parsipent of the Board of Navy Commissioners. 


8. 
Wasuineton, August 31, 1836. 
Sin: I did myself the honor this day to lay before the 
board the draught of a bark rig, as suggested by Commo- 
dore Downes, as a substitute for the brig, viz: for the two 
exploring vessels building at the Boston navy yard. If 
the proposed alteration meets the approbation of the board, 
I respectfully request that the necessary orders miy be 
given to Commodore Downes. 
Tam, &. ‘THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES, 
Commander of the South Sea Faxpedition. 
To the Presipent of the Board of Nuvy Commissioners. 











Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, 
September 16, 1836. 

Sir: As one of the letters from Captain T. A. C. 
Jones to the board, in relation to the exploring expedition, 
of which copies have been sent to you, referred to the con- 
duct of Master Commander M. C. Perry, the board con- 
sider it but proper to transmit you the enclosed copies of 
communications from that officer, which relate to the let- 
ter from Captain Jones. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
obedient servant, JOHN RODGERS. 

Hon. Manton Dickerson, 

Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Yarp, New York, September 7, 1836. 

GentiemeN: I| have attentively perused an extract of a 
communication bearing date the 29th ultimo, addressed by 
Captain Thomas Ap C. Jones to the Navy Commission- 
ers, in which that officer has thought proper to constitute 
himself a judge of my motives and actions, and to charge 
me with a want of zeal in the success of the contemplated 
South Sea exploring expedition, and a lack of civility to 
him on the occasion of his recent visit to this navy yard, 
This extract having been officially communicated to Com- 
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modore Ridgely, it came in course to my notice, thereby 
securing to me the right, as it imposes upon me a duty, 
of replying to the extraordinary and unwarranted asper- 
sions which it contains. 

Captain Jones is mistaken when he states that I am 
deficient in zeal for the success of the expedition ; nor can 
I conceive by what authority he establishes such opinion, 
for I do not recollect ever to have exchanged a word with 
him upon the subject. He could not surely have judged 
from my attention to the schooner now building ; for, 
when he was at the yard, her keel was just laid, and she 
is still in the hands of the constructor ; and, what is more, 
with the necessary instructions, she can be fitted for sea 


in a week after she is off the stocks; therefore, no evidence | 


of a want of zeal can be deduced from this source, and at 


this establishment we have, as yet, no further connexion | 


with the exploring expedition. 

I am equally at a loss to account for his assertion that I 
was wanting in those marks of respect due to him as a 
superior officer, visiting the yard on duty. I am utterly 
unconscious of such impropriety. ‘That I addressed him 
respectfully I am quite certain; perhaps not as cordially as 
he might have expected. 

Having fulfilled all the obligations due by me to Cap- 
tain Jones as an officer, I had a right to regulate the ex- 
tent of cordiality with which I greeted him as an individ- 
ual; a privilege I shall ever exercise in my intercourse 
with others. But it was not my province to confer with 
Captain Jones, in reference to the duties which brought 
him to the yard: Commodore Ridgley was here, and of 
course director and superintendent of all the operations of 
the establishment. Whatever communication passed be- 


tween these officers in regard tu the schooner, it was not | 


for me to know. It was only necessary for me to execute 
the orders received from iny immediate commander, Jeav- 
ing him to judge of the zeal with which I fulfilled them. 

As this is a grave charge made against me by Captain 
Jones, I may be excused for entering into a history of the 
transactions. A communication from your office directed 
that, in the equipment of the exploring vessel, the sug- 
gestions and instructions of Captain Jones should be ex- 
clusively attended to; and in answer to an inquiry pre- 
cisely similar to mine, made by Commodore Ridgely, da- 
ted August 9th, of which the enclosed are copies, you 
again refer to Captain Jones’s remarking, in substance, 
that he was then or shortly would be in New York, and 
would furnish all the necessary information on the subject. 
When the reply to this communication was received, he 
had, as I understood, left New York on his return to the 
South; and knowing, as I did, as the then commanding 
officer, (Commodore Ridgely being absent, ) that no definite 
instructions had been received—I say definite according to 
my sense of the word—it was my duty to communicate the 
fact for your information. The verbal instructions given 
to Mr. Hart by Captain Jones were unofficial, as they did 
not come through the commandant of the yard, and al- 
though they were made known to the latter some days 
after the departure of Captain Jones, and to me at the 
same time, they were considered indefinite, and simply 
explanatory suggestions to Mr. Hart, preparatory to the 
transmission of written instractions, which were asked for 
in the communication of Commodore Ridgely on the 9th, 
as in mine of the 24th August. 

The orders of the Navy Commissioners to adhere solely 
to the suggestions of Captain Jones, gave to him the right 


to direct all the detail, thus taking from its usual channel | 


the established course of business, and imposing on Cap- 


tain Jones the responsibilities of the mode of equipment | 
and outfit; responsibilities the more serious, as the vessel | 


was to be employed on a service highly important: there- 
fore, to prevent collision and misunderstanding, it was but 
fair that, in proposing these suggestions, they should be 
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presented in a form to constitute a suitable voucher for the 
commandant of the yard in departing from the established 
course of duty. No written suggestion had then come to 
my notice as commanding officer, nor instructions from 
Commodore Ridgely when he was present, except in re- 
gard to the tanks, the boats, and guns, in the execution of 
which not a moment was lost, and even at this moment 
there are no definite instructions as to many of the poiits 
of inquiry. 

The position assumed by me will, I am sure, be pro- 
nounced by the Navy Department, the navy board, and 
my immediate commander, as correct: that is, as com- 
manding officer in the absence of Commodore Ridgely, not 
to execute orders unofficially or indefinitely presented, and 
during his presence on the station, to expect instructions 
only from him. Commodore Ridgely is in the daily and 
hourly superintendence of all the duties of the yard, and 
nothing of any importance is done without his knowledge ; 
and this renders it the more extraordinary that I should be 
charged with a want of zeal in the equipment of the ex- 
ploring vessel, when the person so accusing me could have 
had no knowledge of the nature of my instructions from 
the commandant of the yard, or the manner of my fulfil- 
ling such instructions. 

In conclusion, I must express my regret that Captain 
Jones should have thus wantonly drawn me into a reply 
extremely repugnant to my general character and disposi- 
tion. I should have been wanting, however, in due re- 
spect for myself to have submitted quietly to these asper- 
sions; yet a sense of respect for you, gentlemen, and the 
discipline of the service, admonish me to repress the indig- 
| nant feelings which naturally present themselves when re- 
flecting on the tenor of this unprovoked attack. 

As I have been favored with the perusal of that part of 
the communication of Captain Jones which alludes to me, 
I respectfully suggest that justice to him authorizes the re- 
quest that he may be furnished with a copy of this. 

It may be proper to state that the foregoing communi- 
cation has been submitted to the perusal of Commodore 
Ridgely, in order that he might be satisfied of the correct- 
neas of its detail. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, &c. 
M. ©. PERRY. 

To the Commissioners of the Navy. 











Navy Yann, New York, 
August 9, 1836. 
Gentiemen: For the schooner building at this yard 
for the ‘* surveying and exploring expedition,” the follow- 
ing information is required, viz: 
Her armament.* 
Dimensions of spars. 
Particular rig. 
Boats and their sizes.* 
Cut of sails, &c. 
Water-tanks or casks.* 
Cables, (chain or hemp,) number, length, and size, and 
where to be procured. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
C. J. RIDGELY. 
To the Commissionens of the Navy. 





Unrrep Sratrs Navy Yarn, 
New York, August 24, 1836. 
GENTLEMEN: Yotr communication of the 22d instant 
| has been received, in which you direct that cotton canvass 
shall not be used in the equipment of the exploring vessel 
now in progress of construction at this yard. 


|} * Omitted in my letter, instructions having been received subse- 
quently to the date of the above letter.—Note by M. C. P., September 
9, 1836 
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In reply, permit me to state that no definite instructions 
have been received either from the navy board, or from 
Captain T. A. C. Jones, as to the dimensions of spars, 


contemplated number of the crew, the arrangement of ac- 
commodations, sea-stores, &c. 

These instructions are necessary, in order to facilitate 
the equipment of the veasel, which will be ready for launch- 
ing by the 25th of next month. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
M. C. PERRY, Commanding officer. 


To the Commissionxns of the Navy, Washington. 





Navy Commissioners’ Orricr, 
October 9, 1837. 
Sin: The board of navy commissioners have the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th in- 
etant, covering a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 4th instant, in relation to the causes of the de- 


tention of the exploring squadron, and for other purposes; | 


and in conformity with your instructions, respectfully sub- 
mit the following statement. 

On the 5th September 1836, the board had occasion to 
report to you, in detail, the measures which had been 
adopted, in relation to the preparation of this squadron, up 
to the 3ist August, 1836, and enclosed copies of letters 
and papers, lettered from A to S. With a view of saving 


time, in presenting this report, the board beg leave respect- | 


fully to refer to that communication and its enclosures, as 
a part of their present answer, for their proceedings to the 
3ist August, 1836. 

On the 2d September, 1836, the board sent to the com- 
mandant at New York an extract from a letter received 


from Commodore Jones of the 29th August, in relation to | 


information which had been asked by Captain Perry on the 


24th August, when temporarily in command, by the ab- | 


sence of Commodore Ridgely. 
Captain Perry forwarded a communication to this board, 


in reply to the remarks of Commodore Jones, a copy of | 


which was transmitted to you by the board on the 16th 


September, 1836, to which copy the board respectfully re- | 


fer for its contents. 
The propositions of Commodore Jones for the number of 
men for the different vessels having received your sanction, 


schedules were sent on the 5th September, 1836, to the | 


commandants at Boston, New York, and Norfolk, for their 
information and guidance in preparing the vessels. 
_ On the 16th September, Commodore Barron was author- 
ized to borrow tanks from appropriations for the Relief, and 
replace them from appropriations for the exploring expedi- 
tion. 

On the 17th October, in reply to a letter from Commo- 
dore Barron, informing the board of unusually large requi- 


sitions for leather for the store-ship Relief, the board in- | 


formed him that ‘‘ahhough the board consider that the 


quantity of leather required for the store-ship is greater | 


than would be necessary for any service, yet, as the Sec- 
retary of the Navy has suggested that the wishes of Cap- 


tain Jones in relation to the equipment of the exploring | 


vessels should be complied with, you will furnish all arti- 


cles required under the authority of Captain Jones, unless | 


otherwise instructed by the board.” 


On the 19th October, 1836, the board directed the com- 


manding officer at Boston to launch’the two barks, and to 
equip them as early as possible. 

On the 3ist October, 1836, the board informed you of 
the application of Commodore Barron for some officers to 
take charge of the store-ship Relief; and that the two barks 
and the schooner were or would be soon launched, and re- 
spectfully suggested ‘‘that officers and men be provided 
early forall the vessels forming the exploring expedition, and 
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that the vessels be ordered to Norfolk as early as they can 
proceed thither, where they will be safe from ice, and can 


| be more conveniently equipped fur the intended service.” 
the rig or ground-tackle, the cut and quantity of sails, the | 


The board having received a letter from Commodore 
Jones of 3ist October, 1836, assigning as a reason for de- 
| laying to furnish information which had been asked for by 
| Commodore Barron, that his continuance in command of 
| the squadron was so equivocal at that time as to render it 
| doubtful whether he could exercise any further control 
| over the outfits of the squadron with due respect to the Sec- 
| retary of the Navy, they transmitted a copy of the same to 
you, and requested your further instructions. 
' On the 8th November, the board notified you that the 
| appropriation of $150,000 for this expedition was nearly 
| exhausted, and they requested your attention to obtain the 

transfer, by the President, of the $150,000 which, by law, 
he was authorized to make for this service, from any other 
funds belonging to the navy. 

Commodore Jones, on the 12th November, 1836, for- 
warded to the board requisitions for twelve months’ supply 
of provisions for the exploring expedition, and stated his 
| wishes in relation to their quality, age, and mode of pack- 
| ing. As some of these requests were not in conformity 
with the general arrangements of the service, a copy was 
transmitted to vou on the 14th, and your instructions re- 
quested. Upon your verbal sanction, orders were issued 
by the board, on the same day, to the commandants at 
Boston, New York, and Norfolk, directing them to pro- 
cure the articles wanted, of the best quality, and to be par- 
ticularly careful that they were prepared in the manner best 
calculated for the intended service. 

In pursuance of your directions of the Sth April, 1837, 
| to have an examination held upon the barks Pioneer and 
Consort, and the schooner Pilot, to ascertain their condi- 
tion, and to have them prepared for service on the explor- 
| ing expedition, the board gave the necessary instructions 

to have these vessels taken into dock at Gosport as soon as 
| it should be free for their reception. They also proposed 
| to have a thorough examination made of them by Commo- 
dore Warrington, and Mr. Humphreys and Mr. Grice, 
naval constructors, and they requested of you that Commo- 
dore Jones might be directed to give his attendance, as he 
| was not subject to the orders of the board. This examina- 
tion was afterwards superseded, in consequence of your hav- 
ing directed a board of officers to make report upon the char- 
acter of the vessels and other subjects. 
|  Onjthe 27th April, 1837, in a communication to you upon 
the subject of supplying the exploring expedition with cer- 
tain articles prepared with India rubber, which had been pro- 
posed by Commodore Jones in a letter of the 24th, the 
board expressed doubis of the advantages of the articles, but 
gave an opinion that, from the large expenditure which he 
had proposed for those articles, Commodore Jones had 
probably satisfied himself of their utility. 

On the 26th May the board stated to you that so far as 
they could judge of the performances of the exploring ves- 
sels, as made to you on the 25th May by Commodore 
| Jones, and by you transmitted to the board, they appeared 
| to be well calculated for the intended service, and the board 
concurred in opinion with Commodore Jones as to the ex- 
| pediency of placing them in dock for the examination 
formerly proposed, and to make such repairs or alterations 
| as might be found necessary. 

On the 30th May, Commodore Warrington was directed 

| to prepare the Pioneer, Consort, and Pilot, for going into 

| dock, and to report when the Deluware would be so far 
completed as to admit of her removal from the dock to ad- 
mit them. 

A board of five captains was subsequently ordered by the 
Secretary of the Navy, to make an examination of these 
vessels, and to report upon ‘certain points embraced in the 
order which constituted that board. 
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After the examinations made by those officers, (among 
whom were the Navy Commissioners, ) orders were given 
by the Board of Navy Commissioners to the commandant 
of the navy yard at Norfolk, to make the alterations and 
additions which had been suggested by the naval con- 
structors to the board of examination, and had been ap- 
proved of by them and by Commodore Jones. 

In conformity with a request of Commodore Jones, the 
different vessels for the exploring expedition were originaliy 
ordered to be furnished with cooking galleys, made upon a 
new plan, by Commodore Barron, to burn anthracite coal. 
From the experience derived from their use, Commodore | 
Jones, onthe Ist August, 1837, requested that they might | 
be replaced by others. Orders were given for others to be | 
made as soon as their dimensions could be obtained, and | 
they have all been finished and sent to Norfolk for the use | 
of the vessels The last was sent from the navy yard at | 
this place on the 6th instant. 

Commodore Jones having inquired of the board where 
he should send a vessel to receive her further equipment, 
in case he should purchase one for the exploring expedition, 
the board, with your sanction, authorized him, on the 4th 
September, 1837, to send her to the navy yard New York 
or Norfolk, as he might deem most convenient for his fu- 
ture arrangements. 

Upon the application of Commodore Jones, dated 25th 
ultimo, the board on the 3d instant authorized a change of 
a part of the bread which had been prepared for the explo- 
ring expedition, and packed in hogsheads, for others to be 
packed in barrels, and directed the commandant at New 
York to call upon the contractors to furnish within the pres- 
ent month 80,000 Ibs. of bread, packed in tight whiskey 
barrels, and to procure an additional supply of kiln-dried 
flour, equivalent to 8,000 Ibs. of bread, to be made from 
domestic wheat of this year’s growth, for that expedition. 
The navy agent at this place was directed to procure and 
ship to the navy yard at New York, for the same expedi- 
tion, one hundred barrels of kiln-dried corn meal. The 
purchase of high-proof whiskey was authorized to be made 
at Baltimore on the 7th instant, and directed to be sent to 
the same place. The bread heretofore prepared for the ex- 
ploring expedition, which was packed in hogsheads, Com- 
modore Ridgely was directed to receive and ship for the 
use of the squadron in the Pacific ocean, to which place a 
shipment in hogsheads had been ordered. 

A letter received this day from the commandant at Nor- 
folk informs the board, under date of the 6th instant, that 
the schooner Pilot, which had been built for this expedi- 
tion, has been divested of her stores and equipments, and 
given up by Commodore Jones. 

By the usages of the Department, the board hold no 
correspondence with the commanders of vessels in commis- 
sion, except in relation to their supplies of provisions and 
stores. The movements of vessels in commission are reg- 
ulated by the direct orders of the Secretary of the Navy. 
The board are, therefore, unable to present any further in- 
formation as tu the progress made in the execution of or- 

| 
i 


ders for preparing this expedition, than is contained in this 
communication, and that of 5th September, 1836. For | 
the same reasons they are unable to state how soon these | 
vessels will be ready to sail for New York, or what re- | 
mains to be done in fitting them out, after their arrival at | 
that port, or what has Seen done or what remains to be | 
done to the schooner Active, purchased for the expedition, 
and now at New York. It is presumed that reports upon | 
these subjects have been made directly to the Secretary of | 
the Navy. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, 

C. MORRIS. 

Hon. Manton Dickerson, 

Secretary of the Navy. 





Navy Department, June 8, 1837. 

It has been represented to the President that doubts are 
entertained by officers of the navy whether the barks Pio- 
neer and Consort and schooner Pilot, built for the South 
Sea surveying and exploring expedition, are fitted for that 
service; and it has also been represented to him that send- 
ing out at this time the entire force heretofore intended for 
this expedition, to wit: one frigate, one store-ship, two 
barks, and a schooner, with crews amounting, officers in- 
cluded, to six hundred men, would interfere with the means 
of affording the prompt and efficient protection to our com- 
merce which its present exposed and critical situation re- 
quires, more especially if we are to add another schooner to 


| the exploring squadron, which the commander requires, 
| and without which he considers the expedition will not be 


complete or efficient. 
The President has therefore been pleased to direct that 


| inquiries be made upon this subject, by referring the same 
| to you as a board to consider and report upon the same. | 


have therefore to request that you will inquire into the con- 
dition of the said two barks and schooner, and their fitness 
for service in the surveying and exploring expedition ; and 
also inquire whether this expedition may not be reduced in 
its amount of vessels and men with advantage to the coun- 


| try, and without prejudice to the success of the expedition. 


The expedition is authorized by the 2d section of the act 


| making appropriations for the naval service for the yea: 


1836, passed the 14th day of May of that year, and by ap- 


propriations at the last session of Congress. In the act of 


1836 it is provided that the President be authorized to send 
out a surveying and exploring expedition to the Pacific 
Ocean and the South Seas; and for that purpose to em- 


| ploy a sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such other 


smaller vessels as may be necessary and proper to render 


| the said expedition efficient and useful. ‘I'he appropria- 


tions made at the last session of Congress provide for send- 
ing out the said frigate, one store-ship, two barks, and one 
schooner—the whole, however, under its original charac- 
ter of asurvéying and exploring expedition. It is intended 
that the length of the cruise of the exploring squadron shall 
be three years; and its object shall be chiefly to explore 
the ocean and part of the southern hemisphere, more par 

ticularly in high latitudes, and in regions asnear the pole 
as may be approched without danger. Some portions ot 
the Pacific north of the equator may probably be visited by 
this squadron, or some part of it. It is intended to attach 
a scientific corps to this expedition, consisting of from four 

teen to eighteen individuals. It will be among the duties 
required of the officers and scientific corps of this expedi 

tion to make, in the regions thus to be explored, al! prac- 
ticable surveys and observations of the same, with suchi 
accurate descriptions and drawings as may be most useful 
for the purposes of navigation and commerce ; and to make 
such researches as the opportunities of the expedition will 
afford in all branches of science which have attracted the 
attention of the Governments of Europe, in fitting out ex- 
peditions of a like character with this. 

Your views upon the subject now referred, you will ex 
press in a report to this Department as soon as your con- 


| venience will permit. 


I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
M. DICKERSON 
To Commodore Isaac Cuauncer, 
Suantes Monats, 
Liwis Warrineror, 
Danie. 'T’. Parrerson, and 
Acexapner 8. Wavsworrs. 





Wasarneton, July 13, 1837. 


Sim: Your order of the 8th ultimo, constituting a board 
to inquire into the condition of the barks Pioneer and Con 
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sort and schooner Pilot, and their fitness for service in the 
surveying and exploring expedition, and for other purposes 
therein named, was duly received by the senior officer of 
the board and communicated to the other members. 

The occupation of the dock at Gosport by the Delaware, 
and the employment of some of the members of the board 
on other special duties under your orders, produced a delay 
in the meeting of the board until the 30th ultimo. 

The two barks having been placed in dock, the board, 
accompanied by Commodore T. A. C. Jones, the com- 
mander of the expedition, and Mr. Humphreys and Mr. 
Grice, naval constructors, made a careful examination of | 
those vessels, as they did on the next day of the schooner 
Pilot. This preliminary examination having been made, 
the board met and notified Commodore Jones of their readi- 
ness and desire to receive any communication which he 
might wish to make on the subject; and certain questions 
were propounded to the two naval constructors to obtain 
their professional opinions upon certain points connected 
with the vessels. Commodore Jones transmitted to the | 
board several communications, copies of which are annexed | 
and marked A to —, inclusive; and by his direction the 
log-books of the vessels in question, and that of the Relief, | 
were laid before the board. Copies of the letters to and 
answers from Mr. Humphreys and Mr. Grice are also an- | 
nexed and marked —. 

Having carefully considered all the information obtained 
by personal examination, and that which they had received 
from others, the board first proceeded to form an opinion 
upon the condition of the barks Pioneer and Consort, and 
schooner Pilot, and united in the opinion that it was good, , 
the vessels being sound, strong, and well built. 

They next proceeded to consider whether these vessels | 
were fit for service in the surveying and exploring expe- 
dition in the seas and for the objects stated in your letter 
constituting the board. After a careful review of all the 
information communicated, and a reference to their per- | 
sonal examination of the vessels, the board were of opinion 
that, although these vessels do not and probably could not 
be made to combine, to the extent which might be desired, 
a due proportion of the qualities of sailing and working well, 
great strength, and capacity for stowage, yet, by some alter- | 
ations, which could be soon completed, they might be made 
to answer the purposes proposed sufficiently well to justify 
their employment. The nature and extent of these alter- 
ations are contained in the paper enclosed and marked —. 

The board then proceeded ‘‘to inquire whether this ex- 
pedition may not be reduced in its amount of vessels and 
men with advantage to the country, and without prejudice 
to the success of the expedition,” which constituted the re- 
maining subject of inquiry upon which the opinion of the 
board was required. 

In considering that branch of this inquiry which relates 
to the amount or number of vessels to be employed, the 
board felt thernselves obliged to consider it with reference 
to various circumstances connected with the progress and | 
present state of the expedition and the proposed objects. 

These objects are stated in your letter to be **chiefly to 
explore the oceans and seas of the Southern hemisphere, 
more particularly in high latitudes, and in regions as near 
the pole as may be approached without danger. Some 
portions of the Pacific north of the equator may probably 
be visited by this squadron or some part of it.” From four- 
teen to eightcen scientific persons are to be accommodated, 
all practicable surveys are to be executed, and such re- 
searches made in all branches of science as the opportunities 
of the expedition may afford. 

The field for the, operations of the vessels is extensive 
and comprises all varieties of climate; the leading objects 
being to explore unknown regions, to survey those which 
may be discovered or which are but imperfectly known, 
and to collect as great an amount and variety of useful in- 
formation as can be obtained 
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If the board had been called upon before any prepara- 
tions had been made, to state the number and character of 
the vessels which in their opinion would be best calculated 
to secure the attainment of these proposed objects, they 
certainly would not have recommended those which have 
been prepared. 

They do not consider it essential to the interests of an 
expedition intended for exploring and surveying, that it 
should be armed beyond the extent necessary for its protec- 
tion against pirates or attacks from savages, to which it 
may possibly be exposed in the prosecution of its duties. 
From no civilized nations are hostile acts to be apprehend- 
ed, but, on the contrary, kindness and assistance whenever 
needed. 

They also conceive it of importance, that whilst the to- 
tal number of vessels in such an expedition should be suf- 
ficient to promise the probable accomplishment of al! the 
objects proposed withia the time allotted, each vessel should, 
as far as practicable, be prepared, within herself, to act 
with efficiency upon all the objects, in case of accidental 
separation from or disasters to others. For this purpose 
each should carry as many stores as practicable, have her 
due proportion of instruments and scientific persons, and 
her other arrangements made for independent and separate 
action. For purposes of exploring, and for surveying in 
remote, dangerous, and imperfectly known seas, it seems 
to be important that two vessels should be in company for 
mutual aid in case of accident, and for the greater facility 
of making surveys and researches. More than two vessels 
together would seem to offer few advantages to compensate 
for the additional expense and other inconveniences. More 


| than one set, however, might perhaps be advantageously 


employed under the general direction of the same command- 
ing officer. An expedition composed of four vessels, of 
which two to he from 400 to 450 tons, and two about 300 
tons each, provided, amongst other supplies, with light 
frames, and the principal materials for building a decked 
boat of 15 to 25 tons, to be put up whenever wanted, 
would, it is believed, furnish accommodations for the num- 
ber of persons, and all the essential means for making ex- 
plorations and surveys, and collecting all the specimens and 
information which an expedition comprising two sets of 
vesseis would require. 

But although the board entertain these opinions, as re- 
gards the extent, size, and composition of a force fora sur- 
veying and exploring expedition, if no previous arrange 
ments had been made; yet, when they take into considera- 
tion the measures which have been adopted, the expense 
which has been incurred, the time which has been spent in 
preparing the force, the near approach of the season when 
the vessels should sail to enable them to operate with ad- 
vantage during the next winter, the delay which wil be 
unavoidable if any material change be now made, and the 
possible defeat of the expedition itself, in the success of 
which the board have always felt and still feel deep solici- 
tude; and, on the other hand, their belief that the vessels 


| which have been prepared will answer for the objects pro- 


posed, with the slight alterations before mentioned, though 
not so perfectly, in the opinion of the board, as others : 
that this force has been arranged so that each part has a 
mutual dependance upon the other parts for the purposes 


| of the expedition, and that the officer selected to command 


appears satisfied with these vessels—the board have arrived 
at the opinion that no reduetion can be made in the amount 
of vessels at this late period, without prejudice to the suc- 
cess of the expedition. 

Upon that part which relates to a reduction of the num 
ber of men, the board consider that the complement em- 
barked should not exceed that which may be deemed 
necessary for the purposes of surveying and exploring, and 
their contingencies, without any additional number, having 
reference merely to the management of ordnance, as they 


‘ 
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believe that the number required for the former purposes 
will be sufficient for defence. Any number beyond that 
which may be strictly useful, tends, by consumption of 
provisions, to diminish the length of time which the ves- 
sels can act without seeking a renewal of their supplies. 
With these views the board are of opinion that the number 
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Oct. 3 9919) James K. Paulding, do N. York - 3,500 00 
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of officers and men for the ed ames K. ng, 0 -York - 00 
decd . wets por * ee yoo aa 22 19946] Daniel D. Brodhead, do Boston - | 20,000 0 
expedition, may, without disadvantage, be reduced to 26 9949| James K. Paulding, do N. York -| 600 00 
about five hundred, exclusive of the scientific corps. Nov. 8 Deatel D. Broahess go ~— a 306 sl 
i ahi 5 ames K. Fault 0 . £0F ° 
The inability of Commodore Warrington to accompany 14 |9983| Deniel D.B rodhead, ao Boston | 10,000 00 
the other members of the board to Washington, in conse- 22 9983 James K. Paulding, do N.York -| 5,000 00 
quence of his engagement on a court martial, and the im- 22/9994) Henry ‘Toland, do Philadel’a-| 5,000 00 
* . 9996: § - 5 1" 
perative duties of some of the other members, have pro- = 9998. nae? Panidiee’ © oe ‘ = 00 
duced, with regret, some delay in completing this report; | Dec. B 10 Beary Fe > oe _— 69 
ich i i | James K. Pauldi 0 . York - K 
which is now respectfully submitted. 19| 43 Henry Toland, waiete ~ Philadel’a-| 2,000 co 
We have the honor to be, with great respect, &c. 22} 49) Elias Kane, do Wash’ton -| 1,118 21 
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: ie : N 28 | 199) Elias Kane do ashing’n | 1,009 Ou 
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Secretary of the Navy. Apr. 11} 219} Ditto do do -| 1,000 00 
24 | 246 Ditto do do -}| 5,000 00 
2 ae 28 | 254) Ditto do do - 1,500 00 
Statement of moneys drawn from the Treasury of the |May 2} 264) Elias Rane, ; do Washing’ ize 29 
Int é istti f 2} 295) John N. Todd Purser .S. Navy yoo2 24 
7 nited States by requisitions of the Secretary of the 12| 299) George Lovell, Novy Agent Norfolie | 81000 00 
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propriation to the present time. 17 | 359) Michael W. Ash, do _—- Philadel’a-| 1,000 00 
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List of Officers ordered to the Exploring Expedition. 





1 
Rank. Name. Date. | To what ordered. | Remarks. 
1836. | 
Captain - - | Thomas Ap Catesby Jones | November 16 | Macedonian. 
3 by Decem. 1 | 
Commander - . James Armstrong - - | November 11 | do 
Lieutenant - | Thomas A. Dornin - | September 29 | Storeship Relief. 
Assist’t Surgeon - | James C. Palmer - - | 29 | do - | Revoked Nevem'r 26, 1858. 
Boatswain - William Black - - | 29 | do 
Sailmaker - | Samuel V. Hawkins - 29 | do 
Midshipman - | Daniel Ammen - - 30 | do 
Lieutenant - | Josiah Tattnall - - | November 11 | Pioneer = Detached, June 1, 1837. 
Passed Midship. | 
now Lieut. - | Stephen C. Rowan : 11 | Relief. 
Lieutenant - James Glynn - - il Consort. 
Passed Midship’n | David D. Porter - - 15 | Relief 3 Revoked, Novem’r 23, 1836. 
Do - | Robert F. Pinkney - 13 | do - | Revoked, Novem’r 29, 1836. 
Do - | James H. North - - 15 | do 
Do - | Charles W. Morris - 15 | do . - | Revoked, Novem’r 25, 1836 
Do - | Thornton A. Jenkins . 16 Schooner Pilot - | Revoked, December 1, 1836 
Do - | John B. Dale - - 16 | Consort. 
Do - | George F. Emmons - 16 | do i 
Do - | E. T. Shubrick - - 16 | do 
Do - | M. G. L. Claiborne - 


16 | do 












Passed Mid’n  - 
Do a 


Midshipman - | 
Lieutenant - 
Act. Ganner - 
Passed Mid’n - 
Midshipman - | 
Lieutenant - 
Acting Mid’n - 
Do - 















Do - | 











Act. Carpenter - 
Acting Mid’n- 
Do - 
Chaplain - 
Lieutenant - 
Sailmaker - 
Lieutenant - 
Do - 
Do - 
Do - 
Do - 
Act. Gunner - 
Acting Mid’n- 
Do 



























Surgeon 
Do - 


Do - 
Assist. Surgeon - 
Passsed Mid'n - - 







Midshipman ‘ 


Acting Mid’n - 
Past Aast. Sur. - 

Do ° 
Acting Mid’n - 








Midshipman = - 







Asst. Surgeon - 
Do “ 
Lieutenant - 
Midshipman - 
Do - 
Lieutenant - 








Acting Mid’n_- 











| Edward Tattnall Nichols 


Acting Mid’n_- | Catesby Ap R. Jones 


Name. 


Oliver Tod - 
Benjamin More Dove 


| J. P. Sanford = - 
| Henry W. Morris 


Thomas Robinson 
A. Ludlow Case - 
Nathan Barnes - 


Jacob Crowninshieid 
H. M. Granger - 
John K. Duer - 


Henry Rolanda_- 


Lemuel R. Townsend 
James L. Blair - 


Walter Colton - 
William L. Hudson 
Samuel B. Banister 
George A. Magruder 


Samuel A. Lockwood 


| Thomas Turner - 


Acting Gunner - 
Act. Boatswain - 
Passed Mid’n_ - | 
Act. Carpenter - 

Do - 
Lieutenant - 
Purser - 


Asst. Surgeon - | 


Lieutenant ~'} 


Passed Mid’n - | 


Passed Mid’n - | 
Do é 


Matthew F. Maury 


| John Rudd - 
| Gustavus Newman 


Foxhall A. Parker 
William 8. Weed 
B. Ticknor - 


. | William Whelan - 
Pas’d Ast. Sur. - | 


A. G. Gambrill  - 
Edward Gilchrist - 
John L. Fox - 
H. J. Harstene - 
William L. Maury 
Robert F. Pinkney 
E. W. Stull 

A. R. Taliaferro - 


Joseph A. Underwood 
' Thomas H. Pattereon 


Israel C. Wait - 


Samuel C. Lawrason 


John C. Spencer - 
David Williamson 


Charles F. B. Guillon 


Charles R. Smith - 


William D. Newman 


John J. Abernethy 


John 8. Messersmith 


A. K. Long - 
George T. Sinclair 
Samuel Smith - 
Samuel P. Lee - 
William R. Postell 
| Archibald McRae - 
| John D. Anderson 
Henry Welton - 
William 8. Swann 
| Thomas Johnson - 
| Sidney Porter - 
| Matthew F. Maury 


William F. Speiden 


Richard C. Cogdell 
George M. Totten 





© 
16 | Pioneer - - 
16 do 
16 do 
16 do - és 
19 | Explor’g expedition. 
25 | Pioneer. 
26 do ~ - 

December 7 | Schooner Pilot - 
12 do - - 
13 | Macedonian. 

1837 
January 2 do . ‘ 


6 do 
20 do 
26 | Explor’g expedition. 
30 do 
30 | Schooner Pilot - 
February 6 | Macedonian. 
March is do 
18 do 
18 do 
18 do - - 
18 | Schooner Pilot = - 
Apmil 4 | Macedonian. 
4 do 
4 | Explor’g expedition. 
5 do 
14 | do 
14 do 
14 | do 
14 | do 
14 } do 
14 | do 
14 | do 
14 | do - 
14 | Explor’g expedition 
14 | do 
14 | do 
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LIST—Continued. 


To what ordered. 


Macedonian. 


15 do 
2 do 
21 | ‘lo 
28 | do 
May 2 | do 
3 | do 
5 | Schooner Pilot 
9 | Explor’g expedition. 
9 do - 
June 8 | Macedonian. 
12 | Explor’g expedition. | 
| July 14 | do 
19 | do 
22 | do 
22 | do 
August 7 | Pioneer. 
8 | Explor’g expedition. 
24 | Exploring squadron. | 
29 | do 
29 do 





do 
Report to Commo. 
Jones for duty. 
6 | Explor’g expedition 
12 | Consort. 


September 1 


| Detached, Setem'r 2, 
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Remarks. 











Revoked, Novem'r 26, 1836. 













Detached, June 17, 18937. 






Detached, Septem’r 6, 1837. 
Detached, January 19, 1837. 
Resigned, April 28, 1837. 














March 28, 1837, ordered to 
the Fairfield. 





Revoked, Febru'y 25, 1837. 





Furlough, March 21, 1837. 
Revoked, March 29, 1837. 

















Revoked, April 22, 1837. 
Revoked, April 19, 1837. 






Detached Septem’r 2, 1837. 
Resigned, July 15, 1837. 





Ordered to the Falmouth, 
June 27, 1837. 






Revoked, May 2, 1837 
Detached, June 22, 1837. 


183 v. 


Detached, Sept. 27, 1837, 
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Rank. Name. 








Passed Mid’n - | James W. §. Reid 
Lieutenant ~ | Guert Gansevvort - 
Do - | William G. Woolsey 
Passed Mid’n - | James B. Lewis - 
Do - | Alonzo B. Davis - 
Acting Mid’n - | Henry H. Harrison 
Acting Sailmaker | John Joins - 


Acting Mid’n - | John Downes, jun. 
Passed Mid’n - | Richard S. Trapier 


Act. Boatswain - | William Richmond 
Acting Gunner - | Oliver Nelson’ - 
Act. Carpenter - | Amos Chick - 


Act. Sailmaker - | Gilbert Bebe “ 








-_——---—— 


Post Office Department. 








LIST—Continued. 








October 


| 
| 
| 


‘ | ‘ 


POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. | 
i 


Letter from the Postmaster General transmitting a state- 
ment of receipts and disbursements. October 14, 1837, 


read, and laid upon the table. 


Post Orrice DerartTMeEnt, 
October 13, 1837. 
Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of | 
Representatives, adopted on the Ist instant, and received 
by me on the 5th, I have the honor to submit the follow- 


ing report : 
ist. There solution asks for ‘‘ the bal- 
ances now on hand, so far as ascertained, 
to the credit of the Department.” 
The Department has in bank, exclusive 
of outstanding warrants - - 
In the hands of postmasters, reported - 


2d. ‘* An estimate of the receipts and 
disbursements during the residue of the 
current year.” 

The nett receipts of post offices for the 
quarter ending 31st December next, - 
are estimated at - . . 

The expenditures for the same quarter 
are estimated at - - - 


3d. ** The aggregate amount received 
and disbursed by the Department, since 
the Ist day of May last, distinguishing 
the amount in specie from that in other 
funds.” 
‘The amount deposited in bank since the 
ist day of May lastis - . - 
‘The amount reported as received by draft 
offices - - - . 
The amount received by contractors froin 
collection offices during the quarter 
ending 30th September last was - 
The amount received in the same man- 
ner during the months of May and 
June, being a fraction of a quarter, 
cannot be ascertained without taking 
more time than the present session of 
Congress will allow, but it is estima- 
ted at - - - - - 


Total receipts - 





$444,629 41 
334,580 39 








779,209 80 | 


$760,000 00 | 





170,000 00 | 


Date. 













To what ordered. Remarks. 





a et 


Consort. 





12 do - | Revoked, Septem’ 21, 1837 
12 | Schooner Active. 

21 do 

22 do 

25 | Explor’g expedition. 

26 do 


5 | Macedonian. 
9 | Explor'g expedition. 


Pioneer ‘Appointed by Commodore 
do Downes in December, 1836, 
do and approved by the De- 
do partment. 


The disbursements have been : 


By warrants on banks - - - $452,524 25 


By drafts on postmasters - - 178,832 89 
By collections from postmasters without 
drafts, in part estimated - . 387,970 38 





Total disbursements 1,019,327 62 

It is not possible to distinguish the amount received or 
disbursed in specie from that in other funds. Of the de- 
posites in bank, it is presumed that the greater part was in 
bank notes, having been made before the suspension of 
specie payments. The Department has no report of the 
funds in which warrants on banks have been paid. It is 
understood that five banks have cuntinued to pay its war- 


| rants in specie since the suspension, and have so paid 


$28,289 62. There has also been paid by the Bank of 
the Metropolis the sum of $35,426 71 in specie, which was 


| specially deposited. 


It is probable that most of the balance, as well since as 
before the suspension, has been paid in bank notes. If so, 
they have been received by the creditors of the Department 
of their own choice; for all warrants on banks returned 
with proof of refusal to pay in the legal currency of the 
United States, have been promptly paid in gold and silver. 
No drafis on postmasters, drawn for the purpose of paying 
balances due contractors, have been returned for refusal to 
pay in gold and silver, and it is not doubted that nearly the 
whole amount has been paid in that currency. In that 
currency, also, the collections by contractors have general 
ly been made. That there are many exceptions in the ten 


| thousand post offices from which the contractors collect, is 


$124,370 62 


544,812 87) 


very probable; but only nine postmasters have been re 
ported to the Department for refusing to pay in gold or 
silver, and their aggregate quarterly balances do‘not exceed 
$1,525. Eight other cases are reported, involving about 
$1,600, in which bank notes had been received by district 
attorneys and others for old debts due the Department. In 
some of these cases the notes or certificates of deposite have 


| been returned, in others retained, because there was a bad 


237,970 38 


50,000 00 


1,057,153 87 








‘prospect of getting any thing else. 


4. ‘The regulations touching the funds to be received 
and disbursed, if any, other than those already communi- 
cated.” 

No regulations not already communicated have been 
issued. 

5. **The instances in which those regulations have been 
disobeyed or dispensed with.” 

In no instance have the regulations relative to receipts 
and disbursements in the legal currency of the United 
States been ‘* dispensed with.” 





APPENDIX— To 


Mississippi Election. 


There is no law or regulation expressly requiring post- 
masters to collect postages in specie or its equivalent. 
Gold and silver constitute by law the currency of the 
United States, and the standing regulations inform post- 
masters that they will be responsible for that currency or 
its equivalent, and that no credit will be given them for de- 
preciation of bank notes or for counterfeits. Before the 
late suspension of specie payments, the postmasters took 


bank notes on their own risk, being required to account for | 


the legal currency. The ten thousand collection offices re- 
main on the same footing still, and the only change made 
by the*circular of May 13, 1837, to the draft offices, was 
to prevent further deposites in banks. To ensure greater 
certainty in meeting the drafts of the Department, they 
were required to refain the amount due in specie. The 
former regulations in reference to collections were not 
changed. The cases where postmasters have been report- 
ed for refusal to pay specie on demand, are rather violations 
of law than of the regulations of the Depar:ment, and are 
80 treated. , 

6. ‘*Separate statements of the aggregate amounts left 
in the hands of collecting officers, paid into the Treasury, 
and deposited in bank, the mint and its branches, or other 
depositories, since the date first mentioned.” 

The amount left in the hands of postmasters since the 
first of May, most of which would have been deposited in 
banks under the former system, is $544,812 87. 

The amount deposited in bank, as exhibited above, is 
$124,370 62. 

No deposites have been made by this Department in the 
mint or its branches, or in other depositories, nor has any 
thing been paid into the Treasury. 

In further explanation of the operations of this Depart- 
ment since the suspension of specie payments by the banks, 
itis proper to add, that the notes of those institutions, though 
to some extent tolerated by law in the transactions of the 
Government as long as redeemable and redeemed in gold 
and silver, are expressly prohibited to its use when no lung- 
er so redeemed; that it was in obedience to the law that 
this Department, on the suspension of the banks, took 
prompt measures to prevent their receipt and avoid their 
disbursement in its own operations ; that the suspension of 
payment by the banks occurred in the month of May, 
one of those months in which the quarterly balances due 
to contractors are chiefly paid off; that the entire available 
means of the Department for thet purpose were deposited 
in the banks; that the Department had no alternative but 
to continue its warrants on the banks, or stop payment al- 
together; that inasmuch as thé bnaks had given no notice 
of un intention to refuse gold and silver or their equivalent 
in paying out the deposites of the Department, it was con- 
sidered no violation of law to draw on them as if nothing 


lute stoppage of payment, and gain time to accumulate a 
specie fund, the issue of warrants on banks was continued, 
but instant steps were taken to provide a specie fund for the 
payment of such as might be returned with proof of the refu- 
sal of the banks tuo pay them in gold and silver; by the 
time they began to return, the Department had an ample 
fund for their payment, and in every instance they have 
been paid in the legal currency of the United States. By 
these means, without sanctioning or countenancing the 
receipt or disbursement of depreciated bank notes, this De- 
partment has been enabled thus far to outride the storm, 
with its credit unimpaired, and is confident in its capacity 
to carry on its operations, according to existing laws, re- 
ceiving and disbursing gold and silver only. 
Very respectfully, 
Youur obedient servant, 


AMOS KENDALL. 


Hon. James K. Poux, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 
a 


SertemBenr 25, 1837. 


Read, and the consideration thereof postponed until Wed- 
nesday next. 


Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee of Elections, to 
whom was referred the resolution of the House of the 
18th instant, on the subject of the Mississippi election, 
have had the same under consideration, and report : 
They find a clause in the constitution of the United 

States as follows: ‘* When vacancies happen in the rep- 

resentation from any State, the Executive authority there- 

of shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.” 

They also find that, by the same instrument, ‘the times, 

places, and manner of holding elections for Senators 

and Representatives shall be prescribed in each State by 
the Legislature thereof.” 

They also find certain sections extraeted from a law of 
the State of Missisippi, in the following words: 

** An act to regulate elections in this State. Approved 

March 2, 1833. 

‘*Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Mississippi, That all elections for Representatives to 
the Legislature shall be held at the court-houses or places 
of holding courts in the several counties of this State, un- 
less otherwise specially provided for by law. And the 
times of holding such election shall be the first Monday 
and day following in November biennially. And all elec- 
tions for Senators in the Legislature, for Governor, Rep- 
resentatives to Congress, sheriffs, coroners, and all other 
State and county officers directed by the constitution to 
be biennially elected, shall be held at the same places and 
on the same days of the year in which they are respective- 
ly chosen, as are therein directed in the case of Represent- 
atives to the Legislature. 

**Sec. 2. The sheriff of each county in this State shall, 
at least thirty days previously to the time for holding any 
election in his county, by advertisement, set up at the door 
of the court-house and three other public places in his 
county, notify the inhabitants of the time and place or 
places of such elections, and what offices are to be filled 
by such election; and the sheriff, on the days of election, 
shall open the poll at ten o'clock in the morning and con- 
tinue the same open until four o’clock in the evening of 
each day, and no longer. In cause a vacancy happen,.and 


| a writ of election shall be issued to the sheriff, the sheriff 


shall advertise the said election, and give a time as near 
the thirty days as the period of elections will allow, provi- 
ded it be not less, in any case, than ten days.” 

“Sec. 7. The Representatives to Congress from this State 


| shall be elected by the qualified electors, at the time of cboos- 
bad occurred ; for that reason, as well as to avoid an abso- | 


ing Representatives to the Legislature, once in every two 
years, to be computed from the first Monday in November, 
in the year 1833 ; and the returning officer in each county 
shall, within fifteen days after each election, certify under 
his hand and seal to the Secretary of State the whole num- 
ber of votes given in his county to each candidate tor Con- 
gress; and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State 
to sum up the whole number of votes thus returned, and 
declare the candidates elect, who may have the greatest 
number of votes, by publication in some newspaper pub- 
lished at or nearest to the seat of Government. It shall 
be the duty of the Governor to deliver to the persons duly 
elected proper credentials, under his hand and the great 
seal of the State, which shall entitle them to a seat in the 
body of which they are elected members.” 

** Sec. 10. All elections for Governor, Representatives 
to Congress, sheriffs, and other ceunty officers, shall be 
held and conducted in the same manner; provided, that 
the returns for every election for Governor shall be made 
in the manner prescribed in the constitution.” 
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The committee further find that the Governor of the 
State of Mississippi issued*writs of election in form as fol- 
lows, viz: 

** By Charles Lynch, Governor of the State of Missis- 
sippi, to the Sheriff of county, greeting : 

** Whereas the President of the Uni 
voked Congress to meet on the firet Monday of September 
next; and whereas a vacancy has occured in the represent- 
ation of the State of Mississippi in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Congress of the United States, by the ex- 
piration of the term of service for which Messrs. Claiborne 
and Gholson were elected : 

**I do therefore issue this writ, authorizing and requir- 
ing you to hold an election in your county on the third 
Monday and day following in July next, for two Repre- 
sentatives to Congress, to fill said vacancy, until superse- 
ded by the members to be elected at the next regular elec- 
tion on the first Monday and day following in November 
next; and I do moreover enjoin you to conduct the same, 
in all respects, conformably to law, and make due return 
thereof to the Secretary of State. In testimony whereof, 
I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the 
gréat seal of State, at the-town of Jackson, this 13th day 
of June, 1837.” 

It appears by a certificate of the Secretary of State, that 
elections were held in fifty of the counties of the State of 
Mississippi, the result of which was, that the sitting mem- 
bers were elected by large majorities. 

From a consideration of the foregoing documents and 
circumstances, it would seem as if the people of Mississippi 





had a fair and full opportunity of expressing themselves as | 


to who should represent them in the twenty-fifth Con- 
gress. No objection is made from any quarter to the right 
of the gentlemen elect to their seats, only by and through 
themselves; on account of the peculiar circumstances un- 
der which the election was held, their own delicacy and 
sense of propriety have prompted them to invite a scrutiny 
into their right to seats in this House. In the course of 
the scrutiny and investigation, the attention of the com- 
mittee had been called to two points, which are supposed 
to comprehen: the only possible objections to the retention 
of their seats by the sitting members. The first point is, 
that clause of the writ issued by the Governor, wherein 
the election is directed to be held for two Representatives 
in Congress, to fill the vacancy until superseded by the 
members to be elected at the next regular election, on 
the first Monday and day following, in November next. 
The committee are (with one exception) of opinion, that 
in attempting to restrict the term of service of the members 
to be elected at the special election ordered as before stated, 
till the next regular election in November next, the Gov- 
ernor transcended his powers. The gentlemen elected are 


members for the whole unexpired term of the 25th Con- | 


gress, or they are not members at all. The question then 
recurs~Did that illegal and restricting clause in the writ, 
invalidate the election? The committee were almost 
unanimous in the opinion, that, inasmuch as the writ was 
perfect in itself, without that clause, its being there does 
not invalidate the election held under it, but may fairly be 
rejected as surplusage: reject this as surplusage, then the 
writ is good, and the objection amounts to nothing. 


Mississippi Election. 





States has con- | 





| 
| 
| 


But the second objection, which would seem to be more | 


formidable, involves the question whether, in the purview 
and meaning of the constitution, such vacancy in the rep- 


resentation of the State had happened as would justify the | 


Governor in authorizing a special election to fill it. On 
this question the committee were divided. 
them were of opinion that a vacancy existed, and such a 
vacancy as was pregnant with all the evils which could 
arise from a vacancy happening in any other manner; and 
as the words of the constitution are broad enough to em- 


brace the existing case, there is no good reason why, in 


A mnajority of | 
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giving them a practical construction, they should not be 
considered applicable as affording a remedy in this case as 
well as those arising from. death or resignation. It is evi- 
dent that all the evils arising from vacancies by death or 
tesignation would exist in a vacancy produced by the ex- 
piration of the term of members prior to the election of 
their successors; and as the words used by the framers of 
the constitution will fairly admit of the construction con- 
tended for, we are not at liberty to say the remedy prescri- 
bed was not intended for this case. On the contrary, the 
committee are of opininion that the constitution authorizes 
the Executive power of the States respectively to-order the 
filling of all vacancies which have actually happened, in 
the mode therein pointed out, no matter how the vacan- 
cy may have happened, whether by death, resignation, 
or expiration of the term of members previous to the 
election of their successors, ‘he word ‘*happen,’’ made 
use of in the constitution, is not necessarily confined 
to fortuitous or unforeseen events, but is equally applicable 
to all events which by any means occur or come to pass, 
whether foreseen or not; and as in this case confessedly 
the vacancy existed, it may properly be said to have hap- 
pened, although the means or circumstances by which it 
was brought about may have been foreseen. With these 
veiws, fortified by many others which might be advanced, 
a majority of the committee have agreed on the following 
resolution, and instructed their chairman to report the same 
to the House : 

Resolved, That Samurt J. Guorsow and Joun F. H. 
Crairorne are duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, and, as such, are entitled to their seats. 





{To be appended to the above. | 


Arrorney Genrrat’s Orrier, 
July 19, 1832. 

Sin: In obedience to your direction, I proceed to state 
my opinion in relation to the appointment of a register of 
the land office for the Mount Salus district, in the State of 
Mississippi. 

The facts in the case I understand to be these: After 
the adjournment of Congress on the 3d day of March, 
1831, and before their meeting in December of the same 
year, @ vacancy occurred in the above-mentioned office 
of register, and Samuel Gwin was appointed to fill it. 
During the late session of Congress, he was regularly 
nominated to the Senate, and rejected by them. The 
President having afterwards received strong testimonials 
in his favor from the State of Mississippi, and being re- 
quested by one of the Senators from that State to renomi- 
nate him, his name was again sent to the Senate, with 
the additional recommendations which had been forward- 
ed to the President. The second nomination was made 
on the 11th of June last. It was considered on the 10th 
of July, and laid on the table, and on the 16th of July, 
the last day of the session, the following resolution was 
moved and considered ; 

** Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
inforined that it is not the intention of the Senate to take 
any proceeding on the renomination of Samuel Gwin to 


| be register of the land office at Mount Salus, in Mississip- 


pi, during the present session.” 

This resvlution was ordered to lie on the table, und the 
Senate adjourned without taking any further order in the 
matter, 

In this state of things, can the President, during the re- 
cess, appoint Mr. Gwin, or any one else, to the office be- 
fore-mentioned ? 

The office was created by the act of Congress of May 
6, 1822. As the President is required by the constitu- 
tion to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, it be- 
comes his* duty to fill the offices which are necessary end 


have been legally established for that purpose, 
the constitution confers on him the power. 

The constitution gives him the right ‘‘to fill up all 
vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Sen- 
ate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the 
end of their next session. 


provided 


‘* filled up” the vacancy which had then happened, and 
the office remained full, and there was no vacancy frem the 


time of his appointment and acceptance until the close of | 


the late session. The nomination made, not being con- 


firmed by the Senate, the commission granted by the | 


President expired at the end of the session, and the mo- 
ment after it closed the office again became vacant. 
was a new vacancy. 

Has this second vacancy happened during tne recess of 
the Senate, so as to authorize the President to fill it, un- 
der the grant of power contained in the article of the con- 
stitution above referred to? 

It has, I know, been contended that, in order to enable 
the President to make the appointment, the vacancy must 
take place during the recess. In other words, that the 
office must be full at the time of the adjournment of the 
Senate, and become vacant afterwards. 

I cannot think that this is the true interpretation of the 
article in question. The constitution was formed 


This | 


Mississippi Election. 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


[25th Cone. Ist Sess. 


in opposition to the admitted fact? ‘There are no words 
in the constitution that justify such an interpretation. It 
does not speak of the notice of a vacancy, but of the exist- 
ence of a vacancy. It dues not say, if a vacancy shall be- 


| come known, but if a vacancy shall ‘‘ happen ;”’ and if the 


| 





practical purposes, and a construction that defeats the | 
very object of the grant of power cannot be a true one. | 


It was the intention of the constitution that the offices 


created by law, and necessary to carry on the operations | ed of bringing the appointments before the Senate—and 


of the Government, should always be full, or, at all events, | 
A Gov- | 


that the vacancy should not be a protracted one. 
ernment cannot go on, nor accomplish the purposes for 
which it is established, without having the services of 
proper officers to execute the various duties required by 
law. ‘To guard against any abuse of the appointing pow- 
er by the Prasident, the approbation of the Senate is re- 
quired, 
gencies and uncertainties to which human affairs are liable, 
vacancies might be found to exist during the recess of the 


But as it was foreseen, from the various contin- | 


| words of the constitution give the power to fill those va- 
The appointment of Mr. Gwin, during the last recess, | 


cancies only which take place after the adjournment, then 
the vacancies I have just mentioned could not be filled. 

It is manifest, however, that the constitution could not 
have intended to place such cases on a different footing 
from vacancies which occur after the adjournment. There 
is no reason for a distinction between them. And the 
words used in the constitution do not, I think, by any fair 
construction, require a distinction to be taken. It was in- 
tended to provide for those vacancies which might arise 
from accident, and the contingencies to Which human 
affairs must always be liable. Andif it falls out that, 
from death, inadvertence, or mistake, an office required by 
law to be filled, is in the recess found to be vacant, then a 
vacancy has happened in the recess, and the President 
may fill it. This appears to be the common sense and 
natural import of the words used. They mean the same 


| thing as if the constitution had said, ‘‘if there happen 


to be any vacancies during tae recess.” The framers of 


| the constitution had provided for the filling the offices, 
| 
for 


with the concurrence of the Senate: but foreseeing that, 
from the various casualties to which human concerns are 
exposed, vacancies would be found during the recess, they 
give power to fill them, until an opportunity can be afford- 


they use words which denote the character of the vacan- 
cies which they foresee may occur, and for which they ere 
providing. He may fill up vacancies which ‘* happen” 
during the recess. But vacancies are not designedly to 
be kept open by the President, until the recess, for the 
purpose of avoiding the control of the Senate. And the 
word ‘‘happen” is used to describe the class and kind of 
vacancies, and not the particular time at which they took 


| place. 


Senate, in offices which the public interest required to be | 


filled, the power above-mentioned was given to the Presi- 


dent in order to provide against the evil of requiring a va- | 


cancy to continue in every case until the Senate could be 
convened; and the further evil of calling them together 
upon every one of the vacancies which might expectedly 
be found to exist during the recess. But the control of 
the Senate over appointments to such vacancies is effect- 
ually preserved by the limited term for which the Presi- 
dent is authorized to make them. 

Suppose an officer to die in a distant part of the Uni- 
ted States, and his death not to be known in Washington 
until after the adjournment: must the office remain vacant 
until the Senate can be convened? It is admitted by every 


| office is not full until the person appointed accepts. 


I might suggest another case, showing that the restricted 
construction contended fer cannot be the one contemplated 
by the framers of the constitution. Suppose a nomination 
made to a vacant office, and confirmed by the Senate: the 


Sup- 


pose he refuses to accept, and his refusal is not known ur- 


til after the adjournment: in such a case the original vz- 
cancy would remain unfilled; and as it took place during 


| the session, and not after the adjournment, the President 


| could not fill it. 


It cannot be imagined that such cases 


| were intended to be excepted out of the power graréed to 
} him. 


practice of the Government has continually conformed to | 


that construction. But if the constitution required that 
the office should be full at the time of the adjournment, 
and that the vacancy should take place afterwards, then 


the President could not appoint, for in the cases above | 


mentioned, the vacancy happens during the session, and 
the office is not full at the time of the adjournment. 
becomes vacant the moment the incumbent dies, and the 


vacancy has happened, and it informs him at the same 
time that it took place while the Senate was in session 
and not during the recess. , 

I am aware that it has been said that in these cases the 
vacancy must be regarded as happening when the notice 
of the death is received, and that therefore such a vacancy 
is to be considered as happening after the adjournment 
and during the recess. But how can it be so considered 
XIV.—A 22 


Va I 


| journed. 
It | 


| suspending their action upon it. 
notice does nothing more than inform the President that a | 


It has been said that this power, if possessed by the 
President, may be so used as to defeat the intention of the 


| constitution, and exclude the Senate from all share in ap- 
one that the President may appoint in such cases, and the | 


pointments. The answer to such an objection appears to 
bea plain one. If the President wilfully abuses a power 
given to him, the constitution has provided a remedy. In 
this case the Senate have had a full opportunity of acting, 
but have not acted, and have held the nomination under 
advisement, and left it to fall vacant as soon as they ad- 
They must be supposed to have had sufficient 
reasons for keeping the nominativn in their power, and 
The President could not 
nominate another person for the sanie office until this was 
disposed of, and was either withdrawn by him or finally 
acted on by the Senate. And as the Senate have had an 
opportunity of acting, but have determined to suspend their 
decision, | cannot see how an appointment, now made by 
the President, can be supposed to interfere with the rights 
of the Senate. ‘There is nothing in the case that can be 
construed into a desire to avoid their constitutional control. 

If, however, the restricted interpretation contended for 
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were admitted, still, in the case before me, the President 
would have the right to appoint. The vacancy did take 
place in the recess. The former appointment continued 
during the session, and there was no vacancy until after they 
adjourned. The vacancy followed the adjournment; and 
whether it took place immediately afterwards or at a dis- 
tant interval can make nodifference. If it took place after 
the adjournment, it happened during the recess, according 
to the narrowest interpretation proposed to be given to the 
article; and consequently, even in that view of the subject, 
the President has a right to fill it. 

I do not, however, desire to place my opinion on this 
ground ; but upon what I believe to be the true construction 
of the constitution, as before stated. 

In the case of Amos Binney, Mr. Adams must have pro- 
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ceeded on the same construction of the constitution with | 


the one I have given. 


port of Boston, expired by eperation of law on February 
15, 1825, during the session of Congress. He was nom- 
inated for the same office February 28, 1825. The session 
closed on the 3d of March, and the Senate adjourned with- 
out acting on the nomination. They were convened on 
the 4th of March, 1825, by the summons of the President— 
and on the 7th, Mr. Binney was again nominated. On 
the 9th this nomination was postponed by the Senate to 
the first Monday in December following ; and they adjourn- 
ed on the same day, leaving this vacancy unfilled. On 
the 22d of March, 1825, during the recess, Mr. Binney was 
appointed by the President to the office above mentioned. 

Here, then, was a vacancy which occurred during the 
session—was known to have taken place—was left unfilled 
at the close of the session, and was afterwards, during the 
recess, filled up by the President. I know of no precedent 
in favor of the opposite construction. And as a vacancy 
in the office of register of the land office for the Mount Sa- 
lus district, until the next meeting of Congress, would pro- 
duce serious inconvenience to the public, and the vacancy 
is, in my judgment, one of that character which the con- 
stitution contemplated in the grant of power before men- 
tioned, I respectfully advise that the appointinent be made. 

I am, sir, with the highest respect, your obedient ser- 
vant, R. B. TANEY. 

rs Since the afuregoing opinion was prepared, I 
have caused the records of my office to be examined in or- 
der to ascertain whether this subject had been brought be- 
fore any of my predecessors; and I find an opinion given 
by Mr. Wirt, when he was Attorney General, dated Octo- 
ber 22, 1823, and while Mr. Monroe was President, in 
which he gives to the constitution the same construction 
that I have placed on it—and advised the President that 
he had a right to fill any vacancies which ‘‘ happen to ex- 
ist’ during the recess, although the vacancy took place 


Ss. 


| expression seems not perfectly clear. 
The commission of Amos Binney, as navy agent of the | 
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The provisions of the constitution on this subject are— 

1. That the President shall nominate, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate shall appoint, all offi- 
cers, &c. 

2. That the President shall have the power to fill up all 
vacancies that ‘* may Aappen during the recess of the Sen 
ate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the 
end of their next session.” 

Had this vacancy first occurred during the recess of the 
Senate, no doubt would have arisen as to the President's 
power to fill it. The doubt arises from the circumstance 
of its having first occurred during the session of the Sen- 
ate. But the expression used by the constitution is ‘*hap- 
pen”—all vacancies that may happen during the recess of 
the Senate. The most natural sense of this term is ‘fo 
chance—to fall out—to take place by accident.” But the 
It may mean ‘* hap 
pen to take place,” that is ‘* fo originate ;” under which 
sense the President would not have the power to fill the 
vacancy. It may mean also, without violence to the sense, 


| ** happen to exist;” under which sense the President would 


have the right to fill it by his temporary commission. 
Which of these two senses is to be preferred? The first 
seems to me most accordant with the letter of the constitu- 
tion; the second most accordant with its reason and spirit. 
The meaning of the constitution seems to me to result in 
this: that the President alone cannot make a permanent 
appointment to those offices; that to render the appointment 
p/rmanent, it must receive the consent of the Senate, but 
that whensoever a vacancy shall exist which the public in- 
terest requires to be immediately filled, and in filling which 
the advice and consent of the Senate cannot be immediately 
asked, because of their recess, the President shall have the 
power of filling it by an appointment, to continue only un- 
til the Senate shall have passed upon it; or, in the lan- 
guage of the constitution, till the end of the next session. 
The substantial purpose of the constitution was to keep 
these offices filled, and powers adequate to this purpose 
were intended to be conveyed. But if the President shall 
not have the power to fill a vacancy thus circumstanced, 
the powers are inadequate to the purpose, and the substance 
of the constitution will be sacrificed to a dubious construc- 


| tion of its letter. 


Put the case of a vacancy occurring in an office held ina 
distant part of the country, on the last day of the Senate’s 
session : before the vacancy is made known to the President 
the Senate rises. ‘The office may be an important one 
The vacancy may paralyze a whole line of action in some 
essential branch of our internal police. The public inter- 
ests may imperiously demand that it shall be immediately 
filled. But the vacancy happened to occur during the ses- 


| sion of the Senate, and if the President’s power is to be 


while the Senate was in session, and continued at the time | 


of the adjournment. 
To the Presipenr. 
Orrict or roe Arrorney Generat, U. 8., 
October 1823. 
Sir: Under the act of the 15th May, 1820, **to limit 


99 
way 


the term of office of certain officers named therein,” &c., I | 


! | ly equivalent to ‘* happen to exist,” as I think we may le- 
find that General Swartwout’s commission, as navy agent | 


| gitimately do, then all vacancies, which from any casualty 


at New York, expired during the last session of the Sen- 
ate. Your nomination of another person to fill that va- 
cancy was not confirmed by the Senate, and the vacancy 
still exists. 

Tt is the case, then, of a vacancy which arose during the 
session of the Senate, but which, from what has been men- 
tioned, continues to exist in the recess. The question on 
which you ask my opinion, is, whether, under the consti- 
tution, you can fill the vacancy by a commission to expire 
at the end of the next session ? 


limited to such vacancies only as happen to occur during 
the recess of the Senate, the vacancy, in the case put, must 
continue, however ruinous the consequences may be to the 
public. Cases of this character might be easily multiplied ; 
and it would seem to be highly desirable to avoid a con- 
struction which would produce effects so extensively per- 
nicious, if it can be done with a just respect to the lan- 
guage of the constitution. 

Now, if we interpret the word ‘* happen” as being mere- 


| happen to exist at a time when the Senate cannot be con- 


} 


| completely accomplished. 


sulted as to filling them, may be temporarily filled by the 
President, and the whole purpose of the constitution 1s 
The casualty which has pre- 
vented the co-operation of the Senate, may be such as in 
the case hypothetically stated above. It may arise from 
various other causes: the sudden dissolution of that body 
by some convulsion of nature; the falling of the building in 
which they hold their sessions; a sudden and destructive 
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pestilence disabling or destroying a quorum of that body; 
such an invasion of the enemy as renders their reassemblage 
elsewhere impracticable or inexpedient, and a thousand 
other causes which cannot be foreseen. It may arise, too, | 
from rejecting a nomination by the President in the last | 
hour of their session, and inadvertently rising before any | 
nomination can be made. In all these cases there is no | 
guilt either on the part of the Senate or of the President. 
But by some casualty the vacancy happens to continue 
and to exist in the recess: and the public good, nay, even 
the safety of the nation, may require it forthwith to be filled. 
Looking to the reason of the case, why should not the 
President have the power to fill it? In reason, it seems to 
me perfectly immaterial when the vacancy first arose; for | 
whether it arose during the session of the Senate, or during 
their recess, it equally requires to be filled. ‘The constitu- 
tion does not look to the moment of the origin of the va- | 
cancy, but to the state of things at the point of time at which 
the President is called on to act. Is the Sonate in session? 
then he must make a nomination to that body. Is it in 
recess? then the President must fill the vacancy by a tem- 
porary commission. 

This seems to me the only construction of the constitu- 
tion which is compatible with its spirit, reason, and purpose, 
while, at the same time, it offers no violence to its lan- 
guage; and these, I think, are the guverning points to 
which all sound construction looks. 

The opposite construction is, perhaps, more strictly con- 
sonant with the mere letter. But it overlooks the spirit, 
reason, and purpose; and, like all constructions merely lit- 
eral, its tendency is to defeat the substantial meaning of 
the instrument, and so produce the most embarrassing in- 
conveniences. 

The construction which I prefer is perfectly innocent. 
It cannot possibly produce mischief without imputing to 
the President a degree of turpitude eutirely inconsistent 
with the character which his office implies, as well as with 
the high responsibility and short tenure annexed to that 
office ; while, at the same time, it insures to the public the | 
accomplishment of the object to which the constitution so 
‘edulously looks, that the offices, connected with their 
peace and safety, be regularly filled. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, WM. WIRT. 

The Presinenr of the United States. 


NATIONAL BANK. 
Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of New Orleans, | 
in the State of Louisiana, praying for the establish- 
ment of a National Bank. September 12, 1837, re- 
ferred tu the Committee of Ways and Means. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
fed Slates of America in Congress assembled 

The memorial of the New Orleans Chamber of Com- 
merce respectfully represents : 

That the deplorable condition of the currency, and the 
consequent depressed state of the commercial and other 
great interests of the country, have induced your memo- | 
rialists to inquire into the causes which have led to this re- | 
sult, with the view of ascertaining such remedial measures 
as it way be in the power of Congress to apply; with a 
firm reliance that the wisdom and patriotism of. the repre- 
sentatives of the nation will insure that mature considera- 
tion of this important subject, and will induce such action 
as will relieve our country from the unprecedented embar- 
rassment under which it now suffers. 

In submitting the views of the Chamber of Commerce 
of New Orleans on the subject, it is decined proper to take 
a retrospective view of the condition of this country during 
the existence of the late National Bank, and also of its 
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condition since the extinction of said bank under the State 
bank system. 

During the former period, the prudential course of pol- 
icy pursued by that institution preserved the great interests 
of the country generally in a sound and healthful state; 
property had a gradual and natural upward tendency; ag- 
ticulture, manufactures, and commerce were in a flourish- 
ing condition ; extravagant speculations were rarely entered 
into, or, if entered into, were speedily checked by the 
wholesome restrictive power judiciously exercised by. the 
bank ; the sales of the public lands were proportionate with 
the natural demand consequent on the increase of popula- 
tion and wealth; the national revenues, increasing from 
the same causes, were cullected and disbursed throughout 
our extended territory without expense and without loss. 

Among other advantages that experience has proven were 
derived from this institution, the following may be adduced : 

Ist. Its circulation had such universal confidence that it 
could be, and was, rendered practically useful for all com- 
mercial and domestic purposes, from one extreme of the 
Union to the other, at its nominal value, without any dis- 
count whatever. 

2d. It regulated, on safe and equitable principles, the 
course of domestic and foreign exchanges; by the former, 
the people were enabled to transmit funds from one dis- 
tant place to another at a reasonable charge; and, by the 
latter, it checked the export of the precious metals, when 
the rate of premium, owing to large importations of foreign 
merchandise, or other causes, was advancing so as to tempt 
their exportation. 

3d. Its discounts of local business paper were generally 
fully adequate to the legitimate wants of the community ; 
and its aid, in this respect, was often interposed when the 
then comparaively few State banks were unable to give 
the needful assistance. 

4th. Its vast means, in consequence of the universal 
confidence in its emissions, enabled it to expand during 
those periods of commercial pressure that are unavoidable, 
and that cause a rapid contraction of the means of local banks, 
at the time their aid is most required by the community. 

5th. It exercised a wholesome check on the emissions 
of the State banks, whenever these emissions were exces- 
sive, and were tending to introduce a spirit of dangerous 


| speculation. 


6th. Pending the existence of the National Bank, man 
ufactures of all kinds, raw produce, &e., generally bore a 
value about commensurate with the proportion of supply 
and consumption ; consequently, investments made therein 
were comparatively safe to the parties concerned, and, 


| therefore, to the public at large. 


In the year 1830 the opinion generally obtained that the 


charter of the Bank of the United States would not be re 


newed, and, in 1832, the veto of the President contirmed 
that opinion : measures were then taken by Government to 
increase the metallic circulation, by augmenting the value 
of gold beyond the standard adopted by other nations. In 
consequence of these steps the public mind was directed, 
with intense interest, to the course which it would be pro- 
per to pursue, in order to supply the diminished facilities 
that would result from the extinetion of the National Bank. 
A new impetus was given to the creation of State banka, 
until their number was increased from 329, in 1830, to 
823, in 1837, making an additional number of 494; while 
from 1316 to 1830, a period of fourteen years, the increase 
had been only 83. 

The State banks, relieved from the restraining power so 
judiciously exercised by the National Bank, accorded un- 
reasonable and :ndiscriminate credits, and increased the 
paper circulation of the country one hundred and twenty 
five millions of dollars; a feverish impulse was given to all 
an unnatural rise occurred in all species 


the sales of public lands were increased from 


of property ; 
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$2,500,000, in 1830, to $24,: 500, 000 i in , 1836 ; ; an entire 
derangement of the currency, as well as of the courses of 
foreign and domestic exchanges, ensued, until finally, at 
the close of 1836 and early in 1837, the banks of Europe, 
finding a great diminution of the precious metals in their 
vaults, principally caused by the influence of the ** gold 
bill” and the ‘‘ Treasury circular,” began to direct re- 
strictive measures against those who were, either directly 
or indirectly, concerned in the commerce of this country. 
When this restrictive policy was made known in the 
United States, uneasiness and alarm exercised their in- 
fluence on the minds of the community, and as all subse- 


panic-struck, and commenced a course of curtailment, 
thereby rapidly reducing the value of property of all de- 
scriptions, and depriving their debtors of the means of 


had been induced by the indiscreet prodigality of these 


isolated exceptions, compelled to suspend specie payinente. 

Your memorialists, in illustration of their views, re- 
spectfully submit a statement of the rates of domestic and 
foreign exchanges at New Orleans, during the ten years 


and a statement of the rates of discount on State bank 
paper other than that of Louisiana, with the rates of pre- 
mium on United States Bank notes; they have also added 
a comparative view of the rise in the value of property 


tinction. 








n, 
n. 
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preceding the expiration of the charter of the Bank of the | 
United States, and those which rule at the present time, | 


duri e existence of the national bank and since its ex- | : ae te 
uring the existenc b al : , be enabled to resume specie payments, which, in the opin- 





quent intelligence from Europe only tended to increase this | 
alarm, the State banks, throughout the country, became | 
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Maint Bank. 


The foregoing facts seem to your memorialists to demon- 
strate clearly — 


Ist. That the State banks without the control of a Na- 
tional Bank, are incapable of sustaining a well-regulated 
currency, and of furnishing a medium of negotiating the 
foreign and domestic exchanges of the country; and ex- 
perience has, besides, shown their utter inability to perforin 
the duties of fiscal agents for the collection and disburse- 
ment of the Government revenues. 

2d, That the want of a national and uniform currency is 
most severely felt by all classes of the community, and 
bears with peculiar hardship on the poor, by increasing the 
cost of all the necessaries of life, while the loss attending 


| the transmission of funds from one part of the Union to 


meeting promptly their engagements ; engagements which | 


very banks themselves, and who were finally, with a few | 


another, is most oppressive on the internal commerce and 


| manufactures of the country. 


3d. That an uncontrolled system of banking, by giving 
an unnatural and most artificial value to property, produce, 
and manufactures, operates most unfavorably on the happi 
ness and prosperity of the people. 

Your memorialists, after the most mature consideration, 
and guided in forming their opinion by long experience, 


| beg leave most respectfully to call the attention of Con 


gress to the importance of establishing without delay a 
National Bank, with branches, in the basis of the charter 
of the late Bank of the United States, with such modi 
fications and restrictions as the wisdom and experience 
of the enlightened representatives of the nation may sug- 
gest ; the early action of Congress being more important, in 
order that the banks throughout the Union may speedily 


ion of your memorialists, cannot be effected until a Na 


| tional Bank is established. 


In submitting this memorial and its important object to 
the consideration of Congress, your memorialists beg leave 


| further to state, that they have been impelled to address you 
| In consequence of the intimate and important connexion 


between the commercial interests of New Orleans and the 


| agricultural interests of more than half the States of the 
| Union, a moiety of the whole exports of the domestic pro 


duce of the United States being shipped from thiscity ; the 
deep interest they therefore feel in the adoption of a meas- 
ure by which the exchanges of the country may, at all 
times, be negotiated on terms favorable to the agricultural 
interests, on the prosperity of which our city is so depend 
ent, induces them to believe that their prayer pi he 
favorably received; and they, as in duty bound, will e: 
pray, &c. 


SAMUEL J. PETERS, President 


NATIONAL BANK. 





Memorial of 3,355 merchants and traders of the city of 
New York, for the creation of **a Specie-paying Ni 
tional Institution.’ September 28, 1837, read, and 
laid upon the table. 


To the honorable the Senate and House o of Representative 
of the United States in Congress assembled 


The memorial of the subscribers, merchants and traders 
in the city of New York, in the State of New York, : 
spectfully represents : 

That, in the midst of profound peace, embarrassed by 
no great political struggles, surrounded by all the elements 
of prosperity, we find our country involved in financial 


ruin; the hand of industry arrested; all harmony and con- 


cert in our monetary operations destroyed ; all interchanges 
of property impeded ; all internal exchanges embarrassed, 
and the whole nation forced to the desperate resort of a 
suspension of specie payments. Thus are contracts ren- 
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dered insecure, public and private faith violated, the value | 


of property unsettled, and the people exposed to the impo- 
sition of uncontrolled issues of irredeemable State bank 
notes. In addition to these disasters, new enterprises, 
which would furnish profitable employment to the laborer, 
the mechanic, and the agriculturist, are prevented ; and, 
in fine, general confidence, which, judiciously guided and 
controlled, is the safe basis of agricultural and commercial 
prosperity, annihilated. 

Your memorialists confidently avow the belief, that the 
only remedy for these accumulated evils is within the ju- 
risdiction of your honorable bodies; that it exists in the 
creation of a specie-paying national institution, obligated 
to perform such fiscal duties as may be required by Govern- 
ment, and whose energies and resources shall chiefly be 
directed to the collection of moneys, and furnishing of 
drafts on all parts of the United States, so as to effect an 
equalization of exchanges throughout the country. Such 
an institution, by extending its prosperous influences to 
the threshold of every citizen, would, your memorialists 
believe, prove a national blessing. ; 

In the creation of such an institution, two great objects, 
intimately connected with the well-being of the nation, 
would, in the judgment of your memorialists, be at- 
tained : 

1. A resumption of specie payments, without which no 
safe standard of value can exist. 

2. An equalization, so far as practicable, of the exchan- 
ges of the United States. 

As to the power of the Government to organize such an 
institution, no doubt, it is presumed, can now be enter- 
tained. It was exercised during the administration of 
Washington, and has received in some form, more or less 
direct, the sanction of all his successors. 

Your memorialists accordingly request that Congress 
will create such an institution as is herein suggested, by 


which great advantages will be conferred on the country, | 


while the rights of the General Government and of the 


States may at the same time be scrupulously protected from | 


encroachinent and injury. 

And your memorialists, os in duty bound, will ever 
pray. 

New Youx, September 18, 1837. 


MODE OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE IN 
GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE. 





September 14, 1837, submitted by the chairman of the 


Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mode in which the revenues of Great Britain are carried 
into the Exchequer. 


The public revenue of Great B.itain is gathered from 
the people by a class of officers termed collectors, except 





the stainp duties, which are collected by distributors of | 


stamps. 

The money when so collected is paid over to a superior 
class of officers called receivers general, by whom it is paid 
into the Exchequer. : 

The office of receiver general is one of high antiquity, 
aud is recognised as being in existence by many ancient 
statutes. Originally it probably designated the receivers of 
the Crown rents and feudal charges, which constituted so 
great a portion of the ancient royal revenue. Until the 
Commonwealth, the revenues arising from subsidies, ship 
money, &c., were collected by the sheriffs of the several 
counties; but since the restoration, most of the payments 
into the Exchequer have been made through the receivers 
general. At present there are receivers general for each 
distinct branch of the royal revenue. 
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For the land tux, there is one who is stationed at Lon- 
don, to whom the collectors of this branch pay or remit 
the sums collected at specific periods. 

For the assessed taxes, excise, &c., there are fifty for 
England, and one for Scotland. ‘he receivers general of 
assessed taxes in England, have each a distinct district of 
country allotted to them, and make their payments into the 
Exchequer at stated periods, from weekly to monthly, ac- 
cording to the distance from [.ondon and their average 
amount of receipts. The term is generally about every 
20 days. The remittances are, for the most part, through 
private bankers, excepting where the Bank of England 
has recently established branches in near and convenient 
situations. 

For the stamp duties, there is one receiver general for 
England and one for Scotland. The distributors in Eng- 
land remit monthly to the receiver general, generally in bills 
of exchange running from 15 to 30 days. In Scotland the 
distributors remit weekly to the receiver general at Edin- 
burgh, who remits by bills of exchange to the Bank of 
England alternately through the six principal private bank- 
ing establishments in that city, three of them being joint- 
stock companies. 

For the customs, there is one receiver general at Lon- 
don, who is bound to pay his receipts in money, drafts, 
bills of exchange, &c., daily inte the Bank of Eng- 
land. 

These amounts are paid into the Exchequer weekly for 
each receiver, in the following manner, though for this and 
other payments three bank clerks attend daily at the Ex- 
chequer. The bank writes off the amount of the weekly 
payments in cash, which is expressed in a bank note drawn 
in a form prescribed for the purpose by the Lords of the 
Treasury ; which note, duly signed by the officers of the 
bank, is delivered to the receiver general or his clerk, duly 
authorized, by whom it is paid into the Exchequer as so 
much cash. It is expressly provided by law that this note 
shall be received at the Exchequer as cash. 

The receiver, upon such payment, is discharged for the 
amount so paid, and the bank made liable, and the sunis 
thus made available for the public service—the note being 
evidence of the possession of so much public money by the 
bank, or rather being so much money itself—the forms of 
the Exchequer being satisfied by the placing the note re- 
ceived from the bank in the chest, under lock and key of 
the Treasury officers. 

The collectors of the customs and of the assessed taxes 
are specially authorized and instructed to make various pay- 
nents out of the moneys received by them to pensioners, 
officers on half pay residing in their neighborhood, local 
militia, and other public charges. The vouchers for such 
payments are probably received and passed to their credit as 
so much cash : so in the colonies the collectors pay over to 
the military chest, or paymasters of the army on the spot, 
and their receipts are vouchers for the payment, with the 
previous instructions. 

Statutes in which receivers are referred to as existing 
officers : 

Stat. de Saccano, 51 H. 3; Westminister 2d, 13 E. 1 
34 & 35 H. 8;7 FE. 6; 13 Eliz. (Sce special report and 
evidence, A. D. 1831—2.) 

Other payments are made daily by various persons at the 
Exchequer, and in coin or Bank of England notes, which 


| are now by law money itself—being a tender fur all public 


and private dues, except by the bank itself. 

The three bank clerks take the money through the day, 
and on a wastebook the tellers charge it to them, and cause 
proper receipts to be given by the proper officers to those 
who pay it in. 

Tl.cough the day the tellers give a minute to the bank 
clerks of the sums daily paid out of the Exchequer, and 
which those clerks pay out on the spot from the money they 
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have brought with them in the morning from the bank, 
with the charge they keep in their own private chest, in 
the Exchequer. After 2 o’clock the receipts and payments 
of the day are balanced, and if the bank clerks have re- 
ceived more than they have paid out on accouut of the Ex- 
chequer, they pay over the balance on the spot, and it is 
put in the proper iron chest of the Exchequer. 

If they have paid out more, the iron Exchequer chest is 
opened, and the balance paid on the spot to the bank 
clerks. 

The local collectors sometimes take bank notes of the 
joint-stock companies, and of private bankers, but they 
have to remit funds which are equivalent to specie, or are 
a legal tender ; and to do it weekly or semi-monthly, or 
monthly, as the distance and amount may require. 


Mode of collecting, keeping, and transferring public 
money in France. 

Ist. Collected by local officers for different kind of taxes, 
and in specie or Government drafts of various kinds; which 
are deemed equivalent, and are kept in chests till paid out 
to creditors, or paid over to the local paymasters and re- 
ceivers. 

2d. Kept. It is mostly paid over to public officers and 
creditors on the spot or near, under previous instructions 
or special orders and drafts, e. g.—to pensioners; to 
holders of stock for interest; to paymasters of army or 
navy, &c. 


3d. Transferred. The residue is remitted to Paris under | 
direction of an officer, who superintends the movement of | 


the funds, or what we call transfers, and is there kept in 
Exchequer chests; and it is done by conveying it in coin 
and drafts, or by bills of exchange. 

This is accomplished through the receivers general, who 
gather up and remit all not paid out in the several provinces 
or departments, by the collectors, paymasters, &c. 


What is wanted in the deficient provinces, is then remit- | 
} 


ted from Paris, if not sent across the country from the over- 
redundant provinces by bills of exchange. 


A.—Both in France and England the national debts are | 


so large that the balances on hand at any one time are 
small. 
B.—There is no authorized deposite in any bank, it is 


believed ; but if done in local banks, or in Bank of France, | 


it Is a private arrangement. 


GRAIN IMPORTED WITHIN THE LAST 
TWELVE YEARS. 
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the 


quantity of grain imported within the last twelve years; 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 19th ultimo. October 7, 1837, read, 
and laid upon the table. 


Treascery Deranruent, October 6, 1837. 
Sin: In obedience to the resolution of the House of Rep 
resentatives of the 19th ultimo, directing the Secretary of 
the ‘Tveasury to furnish a statement of ‘* how many bushels 
of corn, wheat, rye, barley, oats, and other bread-stuffs, 
have been, during the last twelve years, iinported from for- 
eign countries ito the ports of the United States, distin- 
guishing the several ports,” I have the honor herewith to 
transmit a report and statement, prepared hy the Register 
of the ‘Treasury, which contain the information called tor, 
as far as the returns on file in his office enable him to com 

ply with the resolution. 
I ain, very re-pectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treas ry 
Hon. J. K. Porx, 


: ; , on . 
speaker of the H ‘se of Repro entati 


Grain imported within the last twelve 
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years. 


Treasury Department, 
Register’s Office, October 5, 1837. 
Stn: Herewith is transmitted a statement exhibiting the 
quantities and values of grain and bread-stuffs imported into 
the United States annually, from 1821 to the 30th of June, 
1837, prepared in obedience to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 19th of September last. As the 
importations of these articles were very limited previous to 
the year 1835, and the details previous to 1833, from which 


| statement No. 3 has been collated, were destroyed in the 


late T'reasury building, the quantities imported into the 
respective ports are stated for the years 1835, 1836, and 


| nine months of the year 1837. 


I beg leave to remark that the barley, rve, &c. which 
may have been imported into New York during the years 
1538, °6, and "7, are not included in statement No. 3, the 
returns from that port not specifying those items. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obe- 
dient servant, 

T. L. SMITH. 

Hon. Levit Woonvnury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


No. 1. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity and value of wheat 
Jlour, wheat, and oats, imported into the United States 
from \st October, 1824, to 30th June, 1837. 
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No. 2. 


Statement exhibiting the quantity and value of wheat 
flour, wheat, and oats, imported into the United States | 
‘from the \st day of October, 1834, to the 30th of June | 
1837. 


$$$ $5 i 


Ww HEAT FLourR. 




































IMPORTED INTO 1835 1836 13837. 
siaaiiiiicagesianacneaa nati 
Cwt. | Value | Cwt lValue. Cwt. Value. 
Passamaquoddy - 147 | $805 34 $191 
Bath - : a a 6 24 
Belfast | | 2" 

a Vermont 77 | 9258 717 | 2,488} 1,990 9,151 
Boston 86 ot ae ee 16 60 | 
Providence - - | 98! 190 
New York - 7,357 | 22,515 | 10,709 | 37,598 
Champlain - | 4} 690] 2.969; 459) 1,853 
Cape Vincent 1,051 2,821 | 490| 1,936 | 364 | 1,923 
Osweeatchie 387 952 230 748 | 1,207 5,905 | 
Niagara - 1,099 | 2,421 | 332 746 | 222 a19 

Sac kett's Harbor 366 | 1,049 19 48 91 | 406 
Juffalo 4,782 | 8,203 | 7,714 | 20,663 5,258 | 15,223 
Oswego 18,631 | 46,442 | 1.009 | 2,132 | 254 862 
Genesee QAall | 6,482) 501 | 2372) 300; 967 
Cuyahoga . 397 | 1,135 | | 
Sandusky i | 
Detroit 8 | 20 529 | 1,210 | 
Philadelphia. | | | 
Baltimore 1,440 | 3,646 | 230 907 
Georgetown, D.C. | j 
Richmond | 
Petersburg. | 
Charleston . | 36 55 355 1,152 
Key West ‘ : . 1) 5 | 
Mobile | | | 
j New Orleans - Ce OP Sy 903 | 346 
bi a s iatiisthl Ries 
Total - | 29,397 | 69,976 j 21,567 21,999 


52,34] | 





—Continued. 
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Grain iagevtiih within the last twelve years. 


STATEMENT No. 2. 
| WHeat. 
ee 4 1 ‘J se 
ImpoRTED Into. | 1835 1836 1837 
Bus. |Value.| Bus. (Value. | Bushels.| Value 
Passamaquoddy 
Bath. 7 
Belfast 
Vermont - 345) 9351 994} 3994 6,313 $7,943 
Boston ; - 7 8,518} 7,289) 47,034) 51,032 
Providence | | 
New York | 2,570} 2,291 1464,446 137,401 | 1,964,943 | 2,067,213 
( hemeiaio 14,337 | 14,497] 15,854) 16,781) 30,545} 40,823 | 
Cape Vincent - 76 52 141 | | 113 1,258 1,258 | 
Oswegatchi« 1,275; 1,062] 38.938) 29.506 4,032 | 3,139 | 
Niag ara - : 666| 539] 3,707) 3,694) 4,499 | 1,490 
Sackett's Harbor 503; 497] 683} 683) 1,985, 3,043 
Ruffalo | 18.064 | 10,210] 18,631] 13,220} 13,147] 15,712 | 
Oswego (LOL,681 | 85,562) 76,829] 81,678) 98,722) 115,460 | 
Genesee 95,535 | 81,332|100,224! §0,858) 137,810} 151,727 
Cuyahoga. | 
Sandusky | 2 ¢ } 
Detroit 3,6 2, 4,326 1,390 | 1,292 
Phil adel phia 2} 22,2) 139,713 | 162,246 
Baltimore ° é 3 | 128,397 1,0: 57,250 1,094,648 
Georgeto wn,D.c. | . : 7,427 7,13 
Rick hiond 24": 289 | 29;113 
etersburg - 2° 2 | ~» : 
Charleston a1 | —_ 
Key Ww est | 
M 4 il 
Ne w Orleans | 
1 ¢ ~a o . oe pelosi 
Total + |238,769 8, 6- aes , pm 5,808 
Oars. 3. 
IMPORTED INTO 1835 1336. 1837. a 


} 
i 
_———— 


Bus Value.| Bus. | Value. | Bus. |Value 


as 











Passamaquoddy 21 $8 136 | $55 6 33 
Bath - | - 437 218 
Bel fast 2,812 750 | 
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STATEMENT No. 2. Continued. 


























Oats —Continued 
IMPORTED INTO 1835 | 1836 183 
Bus. |Value Bus Value Bus. |Value 
Vermont 79 25 715 215 54 | 24 
| Boston 1,443 43) | 77,170 34,598 | 2,663 | 1,323 
Providence | | | 
| New York 2,073 | 852 | 37,902 16,124 547 239 
Champlain 1,624 517 | 147 41) 119 52 
Cape Vincent re 167 48 
Oswegatchie 55 | 1S | 593 160 170 | 5 
Niagara . 7 |} 3} 3,608 1,19 72 22 
Sacket’s Harbor xh eae in 23 is , 
Buifalo 27 019 1,061 158 64 
Oswego i a 527 5,727 | 64 13 
Genesee 6,530 1,495 112 128 
Cuyahoga 
Sandusky 
Detroit : | 4ul 1% 1,072 295 163 79 
Philadelphia - | 1,722 432 | 26 22; 101 115 
Baltimore . : 3,424 1,389 i 4 
Georgetown, D. ¢ | | | 
Richmond. | 
Petersburg | 
Charleston Pon 4 253 136 
Key West 
Mobile 8 2 | 
New Orleans | 54 30 | 
Total | 7,460 | 2,421 [161,552 | 63,346 (4,963 [2,539 
Treasury DrePaRTMENT, 
Register’s Office, October 2, 1837. 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 
No. 3. 
Statement exhibiting the quantity and value of rye, bar- 


ley, corn, and other grain, imported into the United 
Slates from lst October, 1834, to 30th June, 1837. 























VYE. 
IMPORTED INTO 1835 19836 1837 
Bush. | Value.| Bush. |Value. |Bushels.| Value 
Passamaquoddy 
Vermont 7 $10 ! 
Champlain | 
Oswegatc hie 
pone sane 
Sackett’s Harbor . ‘ 237 $142 2,220 9 
Buffalo. $2,300 
Oswego 40 200 
Genesee 2.512 1,902 
Detroit. 
Boston 60.201 | 87.995 
Philadel phia - 15,911 11,960 
| Baltimore 116,435 69.361 
Alexandria 
Key West 
Total 10 | 37 142 | 202,289 | 123.549 
BARLEY 
Passamaquoddy } } 316 126 | 
Vermont | 
Champlain 7 3 16 | 12 
Oswegatchie 22 ll 614 | IR: 
Niagara - : 75 78 
Sackett’s Harbor } 1,330 2,966 1,268 
Buffalo 650 1,285 575 
Oswego 529 6,499 3,109 
Genesee 717 j 
Detroit 
Boston. 
Philadelphia 316 | 3190 130) 260 } 
| Baltimore 
| Alexandria 
Key West 
| Total 316 | 190 22,472) 8,804 | 11,480 5,349 
' 
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Mexican 
STATEMENT No. 3—Continued. 
Corn. 
IMPORTED INTO 1835. <n 1836. i 1837, 


Bus. |Value.| 


Bus. Value. | Bus. | Value 











Passamaquoddy. 
Vermont 
Champlain. 
Oswegatchie. 
Niagara. 
Sackett’s Harbor 
Buffalo. 

Oswego i | 
Genesee | 
Detroit 2,400 | 2,696 
Boston. } | 
Philadelphia | | } 


| 
| | 
25 $30 63 69 


' 


t | 
| 72 80 | 
| 


3,759 


: | 
Baltimore | | 


128 | 
= I 
1; | 
{ 


2,553 | 2,870 


Alexandria. 144 | 
Key West . 


{ 




















Total - 4,650 


OTHER GRAIN 


AND MEAL 


Passamaquoddy ot ors i ae 
Vermont 
Champlain 
Oswegatchie. 
Niagara - - | 
Sackett’s Harbor. 
Buffalo - 
Oswego 

Genesee } 
Detroit | 
Boston. | 
Philadel phia. 
Baltimore. | 
Alexandria - a ee 
Key West | 


| 
| 


to 








Total - ° | 


‘Treasury DrPARTMENT, 
Register’s Office, October 6, 1837 
T. L. SMITH, Register. 


MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 





Correspondence between the Department 
Mexican minister, accompanying the 
sage at the opening of Congress. 


LIST OF PAPERS 


0 
Tctaaee mes- 


Affairs 
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Mr. Sanders to Mr. Dickins, 5th August, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 21st August, 1836. 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 31st August, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 26th Aug., 1836. 

lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, $1st August, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 3d Sept., 1836. 
lation. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 9th Sept., 1836. 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 16th September, 1836 


Trans- 


Tran 


‘Trans 


Trans- 


| Mr. Addison to Mr. Forsyth, 20th August, 1836. 


Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 10th Sept., 1836. ‘T'rans- 
lation. 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 12th Sept., 1836. Trans- 


lation. 

Mr. Price to Mr. Mercado, Ist September, 1836. 

Mr. Swartwout to the same, 8th September, 1836. 

Mr. Martinez to Mr. Monasterio, 10th Feb., 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 20th September, 1836. 

The same to the same, 17th September, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 18th Sept., 1836. 
lation. 

Memorandum, 23d September, 1836. 

Abstract of letters from the President U. 8. to Gen. Gaines. 


Trans- 


Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 23d Sept., 1836. Trans- 
lation. 
| Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 27th Sept., 1836. ‘T'rans- 


lation. 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, 28th September, 1836. 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, Ist October, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, 13th October, 1836. 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 15th Oct., 1836. 
lation. 


‘Trans- 


Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, 20th October, 1836. 


* State and the 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
[ Translation. } 


Wasuatneton, May 14, 1836 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, received at three 
o'clock yesterday evening, the note which the Secretary 
of State of these United States did him the honor to ad- 
dress to him on the 10th instant, in reply to his of the day 
preceding. The undersigned has made himself acquainted 


| with its contents, and he, in consequence, submits to the 


Secretary of State the present explanations, which he con- 
siders necessary for the purpose of completely and clearly 


| exhibiting the motive which guided him on this occasion, 


as also the precise nature of the terms by which he meant 
to express his protest. 

The undersigned, in fact, does not perceive (perhaps 
from want of comprehension on his part) the value of the 


| difference noticed by the American Government, between 


not authorizing General Gaines to go to Nacogdoches, and 
ordering him not to advance beyond Nacogdoches. The 
undersigned, on the contrary, conceives that it would not 


| have been judged necessary to warn that General that he 


is not to pass beyond a certain determined point, unless 
he had been already supposed to have the power of ad 
vancing to that point. Nor can the undersigned admit 


| the doctrine, that the troops of a friendly Power are autho- 


Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 14th May, 1836. ‘T'rans- 
lation. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 24th May, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 27th May, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 9th July, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza, 12th July, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth, 2lst July, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, 26th July, 1836. | 

The same to Mr. Gaines, 27th July, 1836 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 28th July, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, Ist August, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 2d August, 1836. Trans- | 
lation. | 

Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, 4th August, 1836. 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 4th August, 1836. Trans- | 
lation. | 

Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins, 10th August, 1836. Trans- | 


lation. 
Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza, 23d August, 1836. 
The same to the same, 16th August, 1836 


rized to enter of their own accord upon the territory of a 
neighboring Power, however benevolent be the end pro- 
posed, and even if the result be evidently advantageous fo! 
the latter. Such a principle would in fact destroy the 
very foundation of the independence of nations: for that 
which is done to-day entirely with the view of assisting 
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the friend, may to-morrow be undertaken for purpuses less 
pure ; the pretext would be equally plausible in each case. | 
And if, for this reason, in such cases, the previous assent | 
has always been required, at least of every Government | 
whose territory is to be protected by foreign troops, what | 
doubt can there be in the present instance, when the rep- | 
resentative of Mexico has at once declared, in the name of 
his Government, that he is thankful for the favor, but does 
not accept it ! 

The undersigned, moreover, does not think that he has 
given any motive for inferring from his conduct, that he 
could have been so suspicious of the intentions of the | 
American Government as to suppose that the object of | 
General Gaincs’s movement was to establish any sort of | 
right to the ground which that general was about to occu- | 
py. Indeed, how could the undersigned have entertained 
such an idea, after the American Government had declared 
the contrary to him on several occasions, officially and ex- 
plicitly ? And this frank and noble declaration was of it- 
self sufficient to render him easy as to the future. If the 
undersigned from the first felt a repugnance to the measure 
which the American Government proposed to adopt, and | 
if afterwards, on the 9th instant, he considered it his, duty | 
to protest on account of (svbre) one of its necessary con- 
sequences, it was only because then, and since, he con- | 
ceived that the Mexican territory would be violated as soon | 
as the troops of General Gaines should pass the Sabine; 
because he has considered and does consider as Mexican 
territory, all that was de facto possessed by Spain at the 
time of the signature of the treaty of limits of 1819, be- 
tween Spain aud the United States, until the provisions of 
its third article were carried into effect, and because he 
therefore relied and still relies upon the obligation under 


which both parties are tu maintain the statu quo until that 
time. 


' 
| 
} 
| 
} 


In the opinion of the undersigned, it is of no importance 
that those who call themselves ‘T'exians (although not one 
of them was born in Texas) should momentarily occupy 
a part of the territory bordering on the United States. 
This is an accidental occurrence, arising merely from the | 
circumstance that there were no Mexican troops on the 
frontier when the insurrection took place, and that those 
which have been since sent by the Government have not 
yet had time to arrive there 

As he relied upon this principle, the undersigned could 
not but be surprised that the Secretary of State, alluding 
no doubt to those persons who direct the operations of the 
foreigners in insurrection in Texas, should have designated | 
them in his note by the collective title of T'exian Govern- 
ment, as the undersigned did not at first comprehend that 
Mr. Forsyth had used this designation with any other ob- 
ject than to express in plainer language another accidental 
circumstance arising from the former. On this point, the 
undersigned conceives it his duty to declare that his Gov- 
ernment neither knows of any such Government in Texas, 
nor is aware that the American Government knows of any 
such. All that the Mexican Government knows of Texas 
is, that in that Mexican province there are some foreign 
colonists who bad promised to live under the laws of the 
country, and that those persons, aided by other foreigners, 
have raised there the standard of rebellion. Whether 
Mexico can or cannot repress this rebellion, experience 
will very soon show, especially if those who are neither 
Mexicans nor Texians cease from interfering illegally or 
unjustly in a contest entirely domestic. é 

The undersigned, from proper respect to the declared 
wishes oi the American Government, will also abstain from 
provoking a premature discussion as to the future bounda- | 
ries of the two nations, leaving the solution of the differ- 


| 
| 
i 


ence with respect to the extreme limits of each, to the pe- | 
riod and the arbiters provided for in the treaty itself. He | 
will merely add, that his Government is animated by the 
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same sentiments with that of the United States, and, like 
that of the United States, will then not insist upon any 
thing which cannot be sustained by reason and facts, ac- 


i cording to the just interpretation of the treaty. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to repeat 
to the honorable J. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the Uni- 


| ted States, the assurances of his distinguished considera- 


tion. M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. J. Forsytua, Secretary of State. 


Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
[ Translation. } 
Wasaincton, May 24, 1836 


The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has the honor to 


| address the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of 
| these United States, upon an affair the most serious and 


important, in his opinion, to the relations and interests of 
the two countries which has occurred since they have been 
united (cementadus ) by the firm bonds of equity, friend- 
ship, and mutual convenience. The undersigned, from 
what he has read and learnt respecting some of the late de- 
bates of the Senate, and particularly from the statements 
in the Intelligencer of this day, that a proposition of Mr. 
Walker’s, with regard to the recognition of the independence 
of Texas, has been referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs of that house, cannot but see, although with the ut- 
most amazement, that measures are actually in progress for 
the said recognition, with a total disregard of the rights of 
a neighboring Power, and of those considerations which 
are, perhaps, due to it from the amicable conduct hitherto 
observed by it towards the United States. And what is 
the apparent motive for this precipitate adoption of a meas- 
ure so serious, sv infinitely important? ‘The undersigned 
can discover no other than an account, entirely destitute of 
authenticity, of a victory on the part of the Texians, which 
is now considered decisive. The undersigned has reasons 
for believing it to have been expressly forged in Texas, 
perhaps for some determined object, or at least to have been 
exaggerate.1 with the same intention, to the very confines 
of the ridiculous. The undersigned, however, goes further, 


and, supposing it even for a moment to be true to the full 


extent in which it is stated in some of the New Orleans 
newspapers, that General Santa Anna, from excess of ar- 
dor, or from one of those caprices of fortune, should have 
advanced farther than he ought, and should have been de- 
feated and made prisoner, have General Houston’s six hun- 
dred men nothing more todo? What has become of the 
other columns of the Mexican army commanded by Gene- 
rals Sesma, Urrea, Filisola, &c.? It is said that they will 
also surrender without firing a gun; but is it yet known 
that they have surrendered? And even if they should so 


| far lose their senses as to yield to enemies who cannot at- 


tack them, can a nation of seven millions of inhabitants 
not find men to oppose General Houston’s six hundred 
men? The undersigned is not ignorant that the friends of 
Texas have spread the rumor, upon which depends all the 
hopes of the credulous, that general Santa Anna is ready 
to make every sacrifice to recover his liberty. The under- 
signed, however, places too much confidence in the genius 
and patrictisim of Genera] Santa Anna to enter into the dis- 
cussion of any thing so totally absurd. Moreover, if it be 
believed that the Captain General exercises an influence so 
irresistible over the destinies of his country, what need is 
there of so prematurely recognis'ng that which is so soon 


| to take place ? 


The undersigned appreciates too highly the institutions 
of the American people, and has too much respect for the 


| independence inherent in every representative power, to 


pretend to make any remark or complaint respecting what 
has taken place in the Senate ; neither will he attempt to in- 
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dicate any line of conduct to the Executive of sovereign and | 
independent States. All that he proposes is to call the at- | 
tention of the President to a measure which, if it be adopt- 
ed, will clearly be a most material injury to the rights of | 
Mexico, and will, moreover, be at variance with those | 
principles which have hitherto guided these United States 
in the recognition of Governments de facto; because, con- 
sidering the question merely in this point of view, how can it 
be supposed that the ‘T'exians have demonstrated their pow- 
er of maintaining their asserted independence, while the 
Mexican troops actually occupy the whole territory in- 
cluded hetween the rivers San Jacinto and Las Nue- 


ces?— hile no one knows where their fugitive government | 


resides ; while, since the end of February, they have been 
unable to conquer in a single engagement, except that of 
the 21st of April, the date of their supposed victory over 
one thousand Mexicans. ‘The undersigned is too deeply 
interested in maintaining the relations between his country 
and these United States on the same footing of friendship 
and mutual good feeling on which they have been since 
their establishment, to delay in submitting these considera- 
tions to the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of 
these United States ; and he embraces this opportunity to 
repeat to him the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. M. E. DE GOROSTIZA 
To the Hon. Joun Fonrsyrn. 


Mr. Forsuth to Mr. 





Gorostiza. 


DsrarTMENT or Stare, 
Washington, May 27, 1836. 

I'he undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, has had the honor to receive the letter of Mr. 
rostiza, minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary 
of Mexico, of the 24th instant, calling the attention of the 
President of the United States to a motion made in the 
Senate, now in session, to refer the petitions of certain 
American citizens to the Commnittee of Foreign Relations 
for examination, which is described by Mr. 
as the proposition of a member of that body regarding the 
recognition of the independence of Texas. ‘I'he 
signed lost no time in laying that communication before the 
President, and in doing so he presumes he has fulfilled all 


Go- 


Gorostiza 


the expectations of the Mexican envoy extraordinary and 


minister plenipotentiary. The correct view of our institu- 
tions taken by Mr. Gorostiza, and of the independence of 
every representative Power, renders it nap et, for the 
undersigned to detain him by the assignment o 
why the occurrences in either house of Congress on ques- 
tions proposed or pending there are considered so altogeth- 
er domestic in their origin and character, as not to be sub- 

luty 


any reasons 


jects of discussion with a foreign Power. It is the d 
of the President to presume that what is right and just will 
be done by all the departments of the Government, and 
any such discussion of matters exclusive ly before dis- 
tinct branch of it, until a decision is made, for 
Government is responsible, would be, 
premature and disrespectful. 
The undersigned is instructed to assure Mr. 
that no decision on this questic on will be made 
ernment which will not be for 1 prin- 
ciples which have governed it in the disputes between Spain 
and the Spanish American States, h have 
unhappily occurred between constituent members of th 
States themselves. The Mexic 


any 
which the 
on his part, both 


(;orostiza 
this G vV- 


led on those rules ik 





and in those whi 
ose 


an Government well knows 


what those rules and principles are, having uninterrupted- 
ly enjoyed for years the benefits of their practical applica 
tion. When all the facts are known, and not before, upon 
a full, fair, and careful exainination, having in view all the 
considerations that are due to the friendly obligations and 
amicable relations of the United States and Mexico, this 


Government will proceed to decide on that question » hich 


Mexione A 


under- | 
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airs. 


Mr. Gorostiza has so truly desribed as of vast importance 
in its immediate relations and in its inevitable results. 

The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances 
of his very distinguished consideration. 


JOHN FORSYTH. 


His Ex. Sen. Don M. E. pe Gonosriza. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
[ Translation. } 
Lecation Exrraonpinary oF THE Mexican Rervnyic 
ro tut Uniren Srarss, 
Washington, July 9, 1836 

Sin: Having been assured that some new commission 
ers of the so-called Government of Texas (Messrs. P. W 
Grayson and James Collingsworth) are about to arrive 1 
this federal city, and as they may, perbaps, in order to give 
greater weight to their negotiation, bring forward some 
agreement which General Santa Anna may have conciuded 
since he was made prisoner of war on the field of San Jo 
cinto, I consider it my duty to communicate to you, M: 
Secretary of State, as it may not have as yet been scen | 
you, for your information, an official copy of the law | 
mulgated on the 20th of May last, by the Mexican Cor 
gress, the third article of which precisely provides for this 
case, by declaring all such agreements void ab initio. 

I avail myself of this opportunity, Mr. Secretary of Stat 
to renew to you the assurances of my distinguished con 
sideration. M. F. DE GOROSTIZA 

Hon. Joun Fonrsrrn, Sceretary of Stat 





Translation of the law 
Derarntuyunt oF War anv’ Narr, 
Central s table \«t 

His Excellency, the President ad interim of the 
can republic, has been pleased to address to me the foll 
ing decree 

[he President ad inferim of the Meaican republic to 
the inhabitants. Be it known that the General Congress 
has decreed the following : 

Ant. 1. The Government will excite the patriotisin of 
the Mexicans, and will employ all the resources in its pow 
er to continue with vigor the war in Texas, until the 1 
tional honor be established, the inte rests of the republic 
entirely secured, and the liberty of the Pres 
be obtained 

Arr. 2. The successful co-operation of any person, 
whether a citizen or a foreigner, in obtuining the liberty of 
the said President, will be considered as a most distin 
guished service, which Congress will be careful to rewar 
appropriately. 

Aur. 3. The Governinent will fulfil the objects of the 
first article, without regard to any stipulation which the 
President may make, or have made, while a prisoner, such 
stipulations being null, void, and of no effect. 

Ant. 4. The Government is authorized to ask froin t! 
departments one-fourth of the recruits which were to be 
furn shed by the old States according to the law of August 
21, 1824 

Anr. 5. 
to establish 


ection, 


Meni 


sident Geners! 


! 


The Government is in like manner auth 
recruiting stations at such points as it may 
ge proper, making the necessary appropriations to | 
eflect, and subtracting from the contingent of each depart 
nent the recruits raised in its territory. 
Ant. 6. The capital of the republic, 
within the limits of its federal district, 


jud 


tow nsh 


| 
{ 


and the 
will fur 


hundred recruits, chosen by lot, according to the regu! 
lation of 1767, so far as it has not been repealed 
persons thus chosen may be exempted from personel ser- 


vice, by pre enting a proper substitute, or by } aying fifts 
d sllars to the recruiting fund, in either of w lich cases tlre 
will receive their discharge as if they had serve 


nish three 





; 
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Antonio Montoya, President. 
de Montalvo, secretaries. om 

I therefore order it to be printed, published, distributed, 
and carried into effect duly. 


Palace of the National Government in Mexico, May 20, | 


1836. 
Jose Justo Corro. A. D. Jose Maria Tornel. — 
And I communicate it to you, that you may be informed 
of it, and act accordingly. 
God and liberty. Mexico, May 20, 1836. 
, TORNEL. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 
DerartTMENT oF Starr, 
Washington, July 12, 1836. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your note of the 9th instant, transmitting a copy of a law 


of the Mexican Congress of the 20th of May last, declaring | 


void any agreement General Santa Anna may have con- 
cluded since he was made a prisoner of war at the battle of 
San Jacinto. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Excellency 
Senor Don Manvet Envarpo pr Gonostiza. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
(Translation. | 
Paitapetrara, July 21, 1836. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has just read in 
the ‘* Morning Courier and New York Enquirer” of yes- 
terday, a paragraph copied from the ‘* Grand Gulf (Mis- 
sissipp!) Advertiser,” of the following tenor: ‘* This morn- 
ing, more than two hundred men, commanded by Colonel 
Wilson, and on their way to Texas, passed this place in 
the Tuskina, with drums beating and fifes playing; they 
will be followed by three hundred more, all from Old Ken- 
tucky.” : 

If this stateinent be true, it will of itself offer a sad evi- 
dence of what has been unfortunately for some time indi- 
cated, namely, that some of the agents of the Federal Gov- 
ernment in the States do not comply as they should with 
the express instructions of the Executive, in cases which 
might jeopardize its friendly relations and neutrality with 
regard to Mexico. The undersigned therefore considers it 
his duty to call the attention of the honorable Mr. Forsyth, 
Secretary of State of these United States, to the subject, 
being convinced that the requisite measures will be taken 
by the department under his charge for ascertaining the 
truth of the statement, for punishing those who have in- 
fringed the laws, in case they should have really been in- 
fringed, and for remedying the evils which may otherwise 
ensue, if it be not too late. : 

It is certainly with the utmost regret that the undersign. 


ed finds himself obliged to prefer these complaints with re- | 


gard to functionaries so respectable and so worthy of the 


confidence of the Executive, as all its agents in the States | 


undoubtedly are; however, notwithstanding his hopes that 
he may be mistaken, and although he was aware of the ex- 
travagance and excitement now prevailing, yet he cannot 


bat be assured that much of what is now going on, to the | 
great injury of a friendly nation, might have been prevent- | 


ed, if some of the ager.ts of the Executive had acted con- 
iormably with the letter and epirit of the orders which they 
received from it. Had they done so, how (as in a thousand 
similar instances) could a flotilla of seven vessels, two of 
which were steamers, have been fitted out at Natchez, and 
many hundreds of volunteers embarked on board them ? 
How could this flotilla have remained for many days in New 


Orleans, for the completion of its preparations, and have de- 
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parted freely for Galveston, under the orders of General 
| Green? How could the Texian schooner Independence 

(as the Mobile and New Orleans papers state) have lately 
entered that port with Messrs. Collingsworth and Grayson 
on board, as a vessel of war, and been saluted as such ? 
How, in fine, could the so-styled agencies of ‘i'exas have 
daily and publicly recruited men in all the cities of the 
Union for that unfortunate country, and have armed and 
embarked then by companies? Could these things have 
been done without the knowledge of the federal authorities, 
especially of the officers of the respective custom-houses ? 
And if they know them and tolerate them, do they not 
contravene the orders of their own Government, rendering 
its, promises of no avail, and its engagements illusory ? 

The undersigned repeats, and repeats with equal sincer- 
ity and conviction, his persuasion of the excellent inten- 
tions of the American Government towards Mexico, and of 
its good faith in desiring and endeavoring to preserve the 
most strict neutrality in the unfortunate struggle now go- 
ing on in Texas. The undersigned is, therefore, doubly 
afflicted by seeing that the indiscreet partiality, or the care- 
lessness of some subaltern agents, at times render unavail 
ing the dispositions and the friendly desires of the Presi- 
dent of the Union. For the same reason, ‘oo, he has not 
hesitated to submit these circumstances to Mr. Forsyth, 
without fear of displeasing him by doing sv; as he well 
knows the noble frankness of his character, and is certain 
that he will act upon them, (if he should find them well 
established and exact, ) as no one can appreciate better than 
Mr. Forsyth their respective importance. 

The undersigned embraces this opportunity to renew to 
the honorable J. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United 
States, the assurances of his distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA 


Vi Dick ins to Mr. 


Gorostiza. 


DerantTMeNtT or State, 
Washington, July 26, 1836 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Uni 
ted States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note of Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and ministe: 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, of the 21st inst. 

Instructions will be immediately given, in compliance 
with Mr, Gorostiza’s request, for inquiring into the truth 
of the statement which he has copied from the New York 
Courier and Enquirer, as to the men who passed Grand 
Gulf under Colonel Wilson, on their way to Texas, and 
those who were to follow from Kentucky; and measures 
will be taken, both to punish such of the persons concerned 
as may have been engaged in violating the laws, and to 
prevent those violations which the statement alleges to be 
intended. 

With respect to the doubts which Mr. Gorostiza has ex- 
pressed as to the fidelity of some of those officers whose 
duty it is to prevent and bring to punishment violations ot 
the laws for preserving the neutrality of the United States, 
the undersigned has to remark that, if Mr. Gorostiza is ac- 
quainted with any instauce of neglect of duty in this re- 
| spect, on the part of those officers, it will be promptly in 
| quired into, on being made known to the Department. 
| ‘The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the asaurances 
of his most distinguished consideration 

ASBURY DICKINS, 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Manvet Epvuarpo pe Gorostiza 


Wr. Dickins to Mr. 


DevaanTMENT OF Sratr, 
Washington July 27, 1836. 
Sir: The Mexican minister has addressed a complaint 
to the Department, founded on the following paragraph of 


Gaines. 
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he New York Mo xrning Courier and Enquirer of the 20th 
instant, copied from the Grand Gulf (Mississippi) Adver- 
tiser: 

**This morning, more than two hundred men, com- 
manded by Colonel Wilson, and on their way to ‘Texas, 
passed this place in the Tuskina, with drums beating and 
fifes playing ; they will be followed by three hundred more— 
all from old Kentucky.” 

Though the men on board the Tuskina are not stated to 
have been armed, yet, if the other circumstances were as 
represented, there would be ground for belief that the laws 
for the preservation of the neutrality of the United States 
have been violated ; you will, therefore, inquire into this 
case, report the result to the Department, and be vigilant 
in your endeavor to prevent similar cases of compla’\t in 
future. Whenever you shall be satisfied that the laws 
have been violated, it is expected that you will not hesitate 
to prosecute the offenders. Tam, &c., 

ASBURY DICKINS. 


Acting Secretary. 





Ricuarp M. Garnes, Esq., 
U. S. Attorney, Mississippi, Natchez. 
Same to the U. S. Attorney for the district of Kentucky, 
Frankfort. 


Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 


{ Translation. } 


Pairapecpaia, July 28, 1836. 

ry? ° 7 . . 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has the honor to 
state to the honorable Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of 
State of these United States, that, by-the official corres- 
pondence just received from the packet vessel which arrived 


the day before yesterday at New York from Vera Cruz, he | wil] therefore limit himself, at present, to protesting again 


ee ; | in the name of his Government, and in virtue of the in- 
though not considering possible the event of the passage of structions which he has lately received, against a measure 


has been enabled to assure himself that his Gove -rnment, 


the river Sabine by the troops of General Gaines, had, 
however, viewed, and continue to view that question pre 
cisely as it was regarded by the undersigned from the first; 
that is to say, that, if such passage were ellected, it would 
be a reaj violation of the Mexican territory, without provo- 
cation on the part of Mexico, and by 
pected, considering the existing relations, and the treaties 
of amity and limits by which Mexico and the United States 
were tound. 

The undersigned says that his Government could not 
admit the possibility of the execution of the measure in 
question ; for, at the period indicated, many of the dis- 
agreeable consequences of the battle of San Jacinto had 
already been experienced in Mexico, and, moreover, in 
addition to its unalterable conviction of the ‘obvious justice 
of its claims in this case, the Government of the undersign- 
ed confided too far in the nobleness of character which dis- 
tinguishes the American Government, 


to believe that it 


Mexican 
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Government, as the events were occurring, and he took 
the greater pleasure in doing sv, as he saw in each of 
them a confirmation of the hopes held out to him by Mr. 
Forsyth, in his letter of the 10th of May last, where he 
says ‘*that perhaps there would be no necessity for the 
said advance of General Gaines.” 

Unfortunately, however, General Gaines now appears 
to have returned to a different opinion, according to his 
official despatch of the 28th of June, extracted and pub- 
lished in the Globe of the 25th instant, in which he an- 
nounces his intended invasion of the Mexican territory, 
under the pretext that he has been informed of the murder 
of two white men by some Caddo Indians, sixty or seventy 
miles beyond the known limits of the United States ; as if 
General Gaines had been commissioned to chastise all the 
excesses committed (if they have been committed) by In- 


| dians against the whites in territories which are not North 


American. The undersigned will, however, abstain for 
the present from any observations on this pretext; nor 
does he wish to enter now into an examination of certain 
rumors of a correspondence which is said to have passed 
between that general and the commander of the Texian 
forces, and which is not of a very neutral character, if the 
statement of certain newspapers respecting it be true ; nor 
will be call the attention of Mr. Dickins at this time to 
the very singular coincidence, that only when the Mexi- 


| can trvops are advancing in Texas, these accounts of the 


in order 
reach the ears of General 


excesses of Indians are invented or exaggerated, 
that they may, without doubt, 
Gaines. 

The undersigned might easily do all this, and he would 
do it, were he not afraid of thereby rendering the present 


| note too long, and of diverting the attention of Mr. Dick- 


He 


ins too much from his other numerous occupations. 


| so adverse to the rights and interests of Mexico; merely 


- | referring to his notes to Mr. Forsyth of the 9th and 14th 


of May, and soliciting most earnestly, from the equity and 
the sense of right of the President of the United States, 


| the recall of the authorization given to General Gaines to 
no means to be ex- | 


advance as far as Nacogdoches, because Nacogdoches is in 
the Mexican territory, and because General Gaines may at 
any moment, be led away by the interested representations 


| of the enemies of Mexico, and may unnecessarily endanger 


would, by a movement of the troops of General Gaines, 
| 


render still more embarrassing the position in which a 
neighboring and friendly nation had been momentarily 
placed by the results of that day of casual misfortune. 

The undersigned, for the same reasons, flattered him- 
self with the same idea, and he was more and more con- 
firmed in it, as he learned that General Gaines had unde- 
ceived himself respecting the reports of an invasion by In- 
dians, by which some partisans of the T’exians had, with- 
out doubt, endeavored to beguile his good faith, as he saw 
that the General had informed the Governors of the four 
States by letter, that he had no longer any need of the 
corps of volunteers which he had requested from them; 
and finally, as he saw him remaining quietly at his en 
cimj;ment on the Sabine, during the whole period of the 
retreat of the Mexican army to the Rio del Norte. To 
this effect the undersigned was constantly informing his 


| renew to the honorable Mr. Asbury Dickins, 
| retary 


the dearest interests of both countries. 

The undersigned at the same time entreats Mr. Dick- 
ins to submit the subject of this note to the President, for 
his determination with regard to it. The undersigned is 
the more anxious that this determination should be favor- 
able to what he considers the rights of Mexico, as he can- 
not but be aware that the continuance of his extraordinary 
mission to these United States is intimately connected with 
the effects which that determination may produce. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
acting Sec- 
of State of these United States, the assurances of 
his distinguished consideration, 

MANUEL E. DE GOROSTIZA 

To the Hon. Asnurr Dicxins, 

Acting Secretary of State. 





Mr. Dickins to Mr. 


Department or Start, 
Washington, August 1, 1836. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Uni- 
ted States, has had the honor to receive the note addressed 
to him by Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, under date of 
the 28th ult., and will lay the same before the President 


Gorostiza. 


<email ELC ite 


—— 


pe 




















It is a matter of deep regret that the frank explanations 
made by the President’s directions to Mr. Gorostiza, as to 
the object of the authority given to General Gaines for a 
temporary occupation of a position beyond the boundary 
actually possessed by the United States, and the assuran- 
ces promptly offered at the same time that such occupa- 
tion, if made, should cease with the exigency which ren- 
dered it necessary, have failed to reconcile the Mexican 
Government to such contingency. : 

The fact referred to by Mr. Gorostiza of General Gaines 
having, on better information, or under a favorable change 
of circumstances, revoked the call which he had first made 
upon the Governors of the neighboring States for militia, 
affords evidence that he properly interprets the President’s 
directions, and justifies the belief that he will not advance 
beyond the necessity of the occasion. 

If General Gaines has now repeated his call, and enter- 
tains the intention of advancing to Nacogdoches, unless 
he shall receive satisfactory assurances that the Indians on 
our border had no hand in the recent murders on the Na- 
visota, it is due in candor to General Gaines to attribute 
these acts to a conviction of their necessity ; and the un- 
dersigned is persuaded that Mr. Gorostiza will be satisfied, 
on reflection, that it is more reasonable to ascribe them to 
such a motive, than to charge upon General Gaines any of 
the mere pretexts hinted at in Mr. Gorostiza’s note. 

The undersigned hopes that General Gaines may find it 
unnecessary to make the contemplated advance; but, 
should it be otherwise, he trusts that, when all the cir- 
cumstances connected with it shall be fully examined, it 
will be viewed in its true light, as a measure of necessity, 
entirely friendly in its character, and consistent with the 
rights of all parties; and he sincerely hopes that it will be 
followed by none of the consequences which Mr. Goros- 
tiza seems to apprehend. 

The undessigned avails himself of the occasion to offer 
to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

ASBURY DICKINS. 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Manvext Evvanpo ne Gorostiza, &c. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 
['Translation. ] 


Partapetraia, August 2, 1836. 
Manuel E. de Gorostiza presents his respects to Mr. 
Dickins, and, in consequence of what he had the honor to 
communicate to him in his note of the 28th of July last, 
would be infinitely obliged to him for the information 
whether official despatches have been received in Washing- 
ton from General Gaines, confirming the statement made 
in the New Orleans Gazette of that general’s having at 
length crossed the Sabine, entered into the Mexican terri- 
tory, and taken a position with his troops at Nacogdoches. 

M. E. DE GORUSTIZA. 


Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 


W aSHINGTON, August 4, 1836. 
Mr. Dickins presents his respects to Mr. Gorostiza, and 
has the honor to state that, having applied to the War De- 
partment for information to enable him to answer the in- 
quiry in Mr. Gorostiza’s note of the 2d instant, Mr. 
Dickins learns that, by the last despatches from General 
Gaines, «ated 28th June, 1836, his head-quarters were at 
Camp Sabine, and that this position is about twenty-five 
miles in a southwesterly direction from Fort Jesup, in the 
State of Louisiana. 
ASBURY DICKINS. 
His Excellency 
Senor Don Manvex Epvuarpo pz Gorostiza, &c. 
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Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 
(Translation.] 


Purtapetruta, August 4, 1836. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary of the Mexican republic, has been informed, by 
the note which the honorable Asbury Dickins, acting Secre- 
tary of State of these United States, did him the honor to 
address to him on the Ist instant, that the contents of hia 
own note of the 28th July Jast should be submitted to the 
President for his determination with regard to the subject. 
The undersigned will, therefore, await this determination 
with anxiety, being, as he is, every moment more and 
more convinced of its great importance, and of the power- 
ful influence which it may, and must, exercise upon the 
future relations between the two countries, as well as upon 
their dearest interests. 

It is, indeed, much to be lamented, that the explanations 
given by order of the President, respecting the poseible ad- 
vance of General Gaines as far as Nacogdoches, were not 
of a nature which could have permitted the Government of 
the undersigned to reconcile itself to the idea of such a 
contingency, without failing in its duty to itself, and sacri- 
ficing the rights and interests of the people whose affairs it 
directs. ‘he Government of the undersigned would have 
been infinitely gratified had they been of such a nature ; as it 
has certainly been most careful, ever since the commence- 
ment of the unfortunate disturbances in Texas, to avoid 
every thing on its own part which might possibly cause 
complaint or discontent between the United States and 
Mexico. The very mission with which it honored the un- 
dersigned, a miesion of amity and confidence in every re- 
spect, would have demonstrated this were there not numer- 
ous other proofs of it. But, could the Government of the 
undersigned, however great may have been its confidence 
in the sincerity of the intentions of the American Govern- 
ment, when it saw the latter authorizing one of its generals 
to occupy a part of the Mexican territory with his forces, at 
his own discretion, without the previous consent of or any 
consultation with Mexico, and without any other excuse than 
his own consideration of its propriety—could the Govern- 
ment of the undersigned, he repeats, look upon this authori- 
zation in any other light than as a menace of invasion, as 
a permission ad libitum to violate its territory? By what 
principle of public law can such a measure be defended ? 
By what treaty? By the treaty of limits? It was clear 
that until the third article of that treaty was executed, 
both parties were bound to maintain the statu quo. By the 
33d article of the treaty of amity and commerce? The ob- 
ligations contracted in that article by the two Governments, 
neither are nor can be other than that each should prevent 
its respective Indians upon its own territory from commit- 
t ng hostilities against the territory of the friendly Power. 
Had the right to invade the territories of each other under 
pretext of mutual assistance been conceded, the stipulation 
would certainly have the merit of novelty ; but it would 
likewise give to the first Mexican general who might reach 
the Sabine, the right of taking a position at Natchitoches, 
or farther still on this side, ia order to drive away the tribes 
of Indians who wander on the other side of the Mississippi, 
and who might have shown some intentions of entering 
Mexico. Would the Government of the United States 
consent to this? 

If the Government of the undersigned regarded the ques- 
tion in this light, when it referred only to a possible con- 
tingency, which was thought not likely to occur, how will 
it regard this same act if it should be unfortunately con- 
summated, notwithstanding its own manifest repugnance, 
its repeated warning-, and its anticipated protests? Hence 
the Government of the undersigned cannot yet persuade 
itself of the possibility of such a case ; not only from its con- 
viction of the justice of its own cause, but likewise because 
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it confides in the equity of the Government of the United 
States, as the undersigned had already the honor to state 
to Mr. Dickins, in his said note of the 28th ultimo. 

With regard to the allusions which Mr. Dickins seems 
to have discovered in the said note from the undersigned, 


actions, the undersigned would regret exceedingly if any 
of them should have given grounds for supposing that he 
did not fully estimate the character, knowledge, and ser- 
vices of that general. The undersigned is far from de- 
nying them, and he only wished to state frankly his opin- 
ion that Mr. Gaines has been acting, perhaps without 
knowing it, under the influence of the friends of Texas, 
and of the Texians themselves, and that his good faith was 
constantly beguiled. ‘The undersigned, in advancing this 
proposition, has not relied merely upon his own judgment, 
nor on his own observations and information ; for, with 
regard to the occurrences of April and May, he has only 
repeated the opinions of the Governor of Louisiana upon 


General Macomb to the Secretary of War of the 25th of 
April, inserted in the Globe of the 16th of May ; and as to 
what took place in June and July, the undersigned knows 
certainly, among other things, that it was General Rusk 
who informed General Gaines of the supposed movements 
of the Camanches. 
the military chief who gave notice to the latter general of 
the two assassinations on the Navisota cannot but belong 
to the army of Texas, as it appears that he was in com- 
mand there. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to re- 


tary of State of these United States, the assurances of his 
distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. Assury Dickins, 

Acting Secretary of State. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 


(Translation. ] 

PatLtapetruia, August 10, 1836. 
The undersigned has the honor to address the honorable 
Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, and, acknowledging the receipt of his informal note 
of the 4th instant, at the same time thanks him for having 
taken the trouble, at the request of the undersigned, to 
cause inquiries to be made at the War Department for the 
purpose of ascertaining the dates of the last despatches 
from General Gaines, and the places whence they were 
dated. By the said note, the undersigned is informed 
that, up to the 4th instant, nothing else had heen officially 
received on the subject, than General Gaines’s letter of the 
28th of June, written at Camp Sabine, and that conse- 
quently it was not then known at Washington officially 
that any detachment of his troops had crossed the Sabine. 
As this unfortunate movement may, however, have been 
since effected, and as fresh despatches may at any mo- 
ment arrive from General Gaines, announcing it, the un- 
dersigned solicits and hopes that in such event Mr. Dick- 
ins will have the kindness to communicate it to him as 
soon as possible. Mr. Dickins is no doubt sufficiently 
aware of the position of the undersigned, not to be offend- 
ed at this new request, nor to refuse to accede to it. Ina 
matter of so serious a nature, the undersigned cannot give 
credit to any statements other than those which he re- 


Mr. Dickins. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to re- 
peat to Mr. Dickins, the acting Secretary of State, the as- 
surances of his most distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GORUSTIZA. 


as to the conduct observed by General Gaines in these trans- | 


the subject, as may be seen in the official despatch of | 


The undersigne “ : a, . q 
undersigned suppos~s, also, that | envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 


ceives through the Department now under the charge of 
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Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 
Department or State, 
Washington, August 23, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Uni- 
ted States, has the honor to inform Mr. Gorostiza, envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Mexican 
republic, in compliance with the request contained in his 
note of the 10th instant, that it appears from a communi- 
cation addressed to the undersigned by the Secretary of 
War, and dated on the 22d instant, thet up to that time 
no communication had been received at the Departmen 
from General Gaines, showing that any portion of the 


| force under his command had crossed the Sabine river. 


The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assman- 
ces of his most distinguished consideration. 
ASBURY DICKINS 
His Excellency 
Senor Don Manvet Epvuarno pr Gonostiza. 





Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 
DeparTMENT OF State, 
Washington, August 16, 1830 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Uni 
ted States, has the honor to transmit to Mr. Gorostizs, 


Mexican republic, a copy of a report from the district at- 


| torney of Kentucky, on the subject referred to in the 


new to the honorable Mr. Asbury Dickins, actin: Secre- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


newspaper statement, copied into Mr. Gorostiza‘s note of 
the 21st ultimo, which report, it is presumed, will be 
found entirely satisfactory. 

The undersigned embraces this opportunity to renew to 
Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. ASBURY DICKINS 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Maxvext Epvuanpo pe Gonosriza 





Mr. Sanders to Mr. Dickins. 


Frankrorr, Kentucky, 
August 5, 1836 

Sin: I have received your communication of the 27th 
ultimo, informing me that the Mexican minister had ad 
dressed a complaint to the Department, founded upon a 
publication made in the New York Courier and Enquire: 
of the 20th ultimo, copied from the Grand Gulf (Mississip 
pi) Advertiser, announcing the passage by that place ot 
two hundred men, under the command of Colonel Wilson, 
on their way to Texas, on board a steamboat, ‘¢ with 
drum beating and fife playing, and suggesting that they 
will be followed by three hundred more, all from old Ken- 
tucky,” suggesting therefrom grounds for the belief thst 
the laws for the preservation of the neutrality of the Uni 
ted States have been violated; directing me to inquire into 
this case and report to the Department the result ; and 
commanding vigilance on my part to endeavor to prevent 
similar causes of complaint. 

In answer thereto, allow me to inform you that I was 
personally acquainted with Colenel Wilson and some ot 
his fellow emigrants, and in conversation with him and 
some of them, they assured me that their object in T'exas 
Was emigration only; that it was a new country, unim- 
proved, lands cheap, and that greater inducements were 
held out to the emigrant in that than any other country 

There was no apparent movement by Colonel Wilson 
or his associates, within my knowledge, exhibiting them 
as an armed force, or in a position to authorize the infer- 
ence of their certain intent to violate the neutral relations 
of the United States with any foreign Power. Nor did | 
perceive or did any information come to my knowledge 


| upon which I could justly institute any legal proceeding 


against them. They organized themselves and left the 














| 














country as emigrants, and I know of no authority under 
the laws of the United States which can prevent any man 
or any body of men from emigrating whither they may 
choose. At this time I have no knowledge or information 
of any persons imbodying themselves for Texas, in any 
character whatever. : 

It may be remarked that much excitement has prevailed 
with our population in consequence of the massacre of 
some Kentuckians in the late conflicts in ‘Texas, and pub- 
lications have been made of a nature designed to cheer the 
Texians in their conflict for independence; beyond this I 
know of no movement of men. calculated to disturb our 
neutral relations with Mexico. 

Should any thing tangible present itself on this subject, 
1 will report the facts, and take all legal steps to arrest it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

L. SANDERS, Jr., 
U. S. Allorney for the District of Kentucky. 

To Asaurr Dicxins, Esq., 

Acting Sceretury of State of the United States, Washington. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 
[‘T'ranslation. } 


Muxrean Legation ExTRaorvINaRY IN THE 
Usrrep Srares or AMEnica, 
Philadelphia, August 21, 1836. 

Sin: Although it may be presumed that the commander 
of the Pensacola station will have already taken energetic 
and efficient measures to protect American commerce 
against the risks with which it is threatened by the block- 
ade of the port of Matamoras, lately so scandalously pro- 
claimed by the individual who gives himself the title of 
President of Texas, I still consider it my duty to call the 
attention of the Department now under your charge, to the 
tilegality and the nature of this unheard-of proceeding, in 
order that the President of the United States may, at my 
solicitation, if he should think it, as I do, just, order the 
vessels of war of this nation to pursue and capture the 
armed Texians who pretend to maintain this blockade, con- 
sidering and treating them as pirates. 

My opinion on the subject is formed on a very simple 
reasoning. No blockade can be maintained by any vessels 
except vessels of war; no vessel can be considered a vessel 
of war unless it bear a commission to thut effect, delivered 
hy some competent authority, and it sail under an ac- 
knowledged flag. In order that an authority be competent 
to commission a vessel of war, it is indispensable that it be 
first acknowledged as an independent Power. In order that 
a flag be acknowledged, it is likewise indispensable that the 
existence of the nation represented by it should have been 
previously acknowledged. That Texas is not an independ- 
ent Power in the eyes of other nations, it is easy to prove, 


| 


| 
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the character of general piracy, and, consequently, that the 
perpetrators of such acts are and can be no other than hos- 
tes humani generis, enemies of the human race. Such is 
the doctrine of all writers on national law, the universal 
practice, and the opinion of the celebrated Judge Marshall, 
as appears in the speech delivered by him in the House of 
Representatives in the case of ‘I'homas Nash, alias Jonathan 
Robbins. 

Be pleased, Mr. acting Secretary of State of these 
United States, to submit what I have here stated to the 





| knowledge of the President, and to accept the assurances 


| of my distinguished consideration. 


masmuch as no other nation has treated on equal terms | 


with its self-styled government; and that its flag has 
not been yet recognised by any nation is also obvious, be- 
cause the fact of its existence as a nation has not been re- 
cognised. How, then, can Texas, without being an inde- 
pendent Power, and without having any recognised flag, 
commission a vessel of war? and if it cannot commission 
vessels of war, with what vesscls can it blockade the port 
of Matamoras, or any other port in the Mexican territory ? 
Certainly with uone. The armed vessels with which it en- 
deavors to blockade that port, not being vessels of war, can- 
not impede the free navizstion of neutrals, much less seize 
and detain them, without committing acts of piracy. Theis 
very presence in those ports is a crime of that nature, as it 


is well known, from the declaration of their so-stvled Presi- 
dent, that they went there with his orders to commit such 


acts against the commerce of all nations. Now it is evi- 
dent that the acts attempted or committed at sea, which are 


generally injurious, acquire, from that circumstance alone, 


M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. A Diexis, 


Acting Secretary of State. 


Vr. Forsyth fo Mr. Gorostiza. 


DeranrMent or Srars, 
Washington, August 31, 1836. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has the honor to inform Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentlary of the Mexican republic, 
in answer to his note of the 2lst instant, that the Presi- 
deut, foreseeing the risks to which the commerce of the 
United States might be exposed in the Gulf of Mexico, 
has already given the necessary directions fur its protection 

In respect to the civil war now carrying on between the 
Mexican republic and Texas, the United States have adopt- 
ed, as Mr. Gorostiza is fully aware, the same course of 
strict neutrality that was pursued by them during the wars 
of the same character which were carried on between Spain 
and her American colonies. ‘The measure which Mr 
Gorostiza proposes would be altogether inconsistent with 
that policy. Nevertheless, the undersigned will take a 
proper opportunity to lay Mr. Gorostiza’s note before the 
President. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Maxver Envanpo ne Gorostiza, & 


Ur. Gorustiza to Mr. Dickine. 
{Translation. | 


Piivapetraia, August 26, 1836 

The undersigned has learned, with great satisfaction, 
from the informal note addressed to bim on the 23d instant, 
by the honorable Asbury Dickins, acting Secretary of State 
of these United States, that the Secretary of War had not 
received any despatch or notification of the reported passage 
of the Sabine by General Gaines, as late as the 22d instant, 
inciusive. 

The undersigned is the more gratified by receiving this 
information from Mr. Dickins, as, trom the contents of a 
letter published yesterday in the Globe, which he takes the 
liberty to enclose to Mr. Dickins, there was real cause for 
apprehending that this movement, so important and disas- 


trous, had been actually effecied. On comparing the dates, 


| however, the undersigned now begins to entertain strung 


hopes that the said lelter may be one of the many fabrica- 
cations with which the newspapers daily regale their readers. 
The undersigned repeats to Mr. Dickins the request 


| with which his note of the 10th iastant terminates, and 


avails himself of this opportunity to renew to him the as 


; surances of bis most distinguished consideration. 


M. E. DE GOROSTIZA 


Hon. A. Dicxins, 


Acting Secretary of 
° J" 
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[Enclosure in the above.] 


From the Free Trader, August 5. 


The following communication was handed us this morn- 
ing by William Parker, Esq., of this city, who has just | 
returned from Texas : 


Narcnez, August 4, 1836. 


Dean Sir: I left Nacogdoches on Saturday morning 
the 23d ultimo. Previous to my leaving there, four com- 
panies of United States troops, (dragoons,) from Fort 
Towson, had arrived ; six companies of infantry would be 
in Nacogdoches the next day, making in all ten com- 
panies. 

General Gaines thinks with this force he will be able to 
keep the Indians quiet ; I think it doubtful, and should not 
be surprised if the Sabine should be the seat of an Indian 
war. 

Many rumors are afloat as regards the Indians inten- 
tions. One thing is certain: Bowles, the Cherokee chief, 
is determined to obey the commands of the Mexicans. 
He says he is a colonel in the Mexican army, and will 
obey their orders. Speaking of the United States sending 
troops across the Sabine, he says that General Gaines dare 
not cross the Sabine :t hat he, Bowles, knows the treaty as 
well as General Gaines does. If, however, Bowles falls 
mto the hands of General Gaines, I think he will Jack- 
sonize him a little, at least hang him up to dry. 

The day previous to my leaving, four companies left 
Nacogdoches for the Texian army ; two of horse from Red 
river, and two of infantry from Kentucky. Judging from 


| 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 


DerartMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, August 31, 1836. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, referring to the notes addressed to the Department 
| by Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
| tentiary of the Mexican republic, on the 28th ultimo and 4th 
instant, relative to the instructions given to General Gaines 
for the defence of the frontier between the United States 
and Texas, has now the honor to transmit a copy ofa 
letter from the President of the United States to the Gov- 
ernor of Tennessee, dated on the 6th instant, disapprov- 
ing the requisition of General Gaines for a militia force 
It is not doubted that it will be entirely satisfactory to Mr 
Gorostiza and to the Mexican Government. 

The undersigned requests that Mr. Gorostiza wj]] trans 
mit to his Government a copy of of the President's Jetter, 
which it is hoped will render unnecessary any other answer 





| to Mr. Gorostiza’s two notes above mentioned. 


their appearance, I think they intend to play the game | 


out. ‘I'hey were all well armed and equipped. 

Two gentlemen came in from the army previous to my 
leaving, bringing the news that the commanding general, 
Lamar, had sent two companies for Santa Anna, to bring 
him to head-quarters, as they say, to try him for his life. 
The general’s opinion is that it is to keep him safe. 

General Houston has written to the commanding gene- 
ra), protesting against this proceeding, and states as a rea- 
son, that they had entered into a treaty with Santa Anna; 
that this treaty has been sent to the city of Mexico; that 
commissioners have also been sent to the President of the 
United States, neither of which have as yet been heard 
from, and that he thinks, in justice to Santa Anna, they 
ought to wait their decision. The report of Santa Anna 
being in irons is not true. 

Previous to these gentlemen leaving, there appeared to 
be some misunderstanding as to the intentions of the cab- 
inet in appointing Lamar to command, not knowing their 
views, whether he was to be commander-in-chief or pro- 
tem. In order to put the question at rest, they took the 
vote. Oncounting the votes, there were nineteen hundred 
for Houston, and three hundred for Lamar. I have seen 
many men from the army while there, friends of Houston, 
as well as enemies, and they all agree that Houston is 
the commander, and that no o ther man could get the 
command, and the more intelligent say that it was never 
Burnett’s intention that any nan should supersede Hous- 
ton. 

The Texian army are at Victoria, on the Warloope. 
The Mexican army are in the neighborhood of Matamoras, 
three hundred miles from the T'exian army. I spent some 
time with General Houston; his wound is healing. Dr. 
Erian, his attending physician, speaks of the wound as if 


it was well, and siys that the general is in better health | 


now than he has been for two vears before. 
spirits, and informed me that he would start for the army 
in about three weeks. 

I stopped at Guaines’s camp a few hours. The General 
informed me he expected volunteers immediately from Mis- 


sissippi, Louisiana, Alabaina, and Tennessee. 


He is in fine | 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to re 
new to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distineuish- 
ed consideration. JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Excellency Senor Don M. E. De Gorostizs 

P. S. The receipt of a manuscript copy of the Presi 
dent’s letter having been casually prevented, the Secretary 
of State is under the necessity of transmitting a hewspape r 
copy, which, however, he believes to be entirely correct. 





The President of the United States to the Governor 
of Tennessee. 


Henmitace, August 5, 1836 

Sin: [ have received your letter of the 29th ultimo and 
the 4th instant, accompanied by the copies of communica- 
tions which were addressed to you on the 4th of May and 
25th of July, by the Secretary of War, and also accompa 
nied by your proclamation of the 20th, founded on the 
requisition made by General Gaines, bearing date the 28th 
June last. The documents referred to in the communica 
tion to you of the 25th ultimo, from the War Department, 
have not yet been received. 

The obligations of our treaty with Mexico, as well as 
the general principles which govern our intercourse with 
foreign Powers, require us to maintain a strict neutrality 
in the contest which now agitates a part of that republic 
So iong as Mexico fulfils her duties to us as they are do- 
fined by the treaty, and violates none of the rights which 
are secured by it to our citizens, any act on the part of 
the Government of the United States which would tend to 
foster a spirit of resistance to her Government and laws, 
whatever may be their character or form, when adminis 
tered within her own limits and jurisdiction, would be 
unauthorized and highly improper. A scrupulous sense 
of these obligations has prevented me thus far from doing 
any thing which can authorize the suspicion that our Gov 
ernment is unmindful of them, and I hope to be equally 
cautious and circumspect in all my future conduct. It is 
in reference to these obligations that the requisition of 
General Gaines in the present instance must be consid 
ered, and unless there Is a stronger necessity for it, it 
should not be sanctioned. Should this necessity not le 
manifest, when it is well known that the disposition to 
befriend the ‘T'exians is a common feeling with the citi- 
zens of the United States, it is obvious that that requisition 
inay furnish a reason to Mexico for supposing that the 
Government of the United States may be induced y in- 
adequate canses to overstep the lines of the neutrality 
which it professes to maintain. 

Before I left Washington, General Gaines intimated to 
the Department of War that some indications of hostilities 
from the Indians on our We:tern frontier had been made, 
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and that, if it became necessary, he should make a call for 
the militia, He had also informed the Department of his 
ill health; and asked fora furlough to enable him to visit 
the White Sulphur springs. I directed the Secretary of 
War to grant him the furlough, and to inform him of the 
apportionment which had been made of the 10,000 militia 
under the volunteer act, and if the emergency should 
arise which would make it necessary to increase the force 
under his command, that a* thousand volunteers in Ar- 
kansas, and another in Missouri, raised agreeably to this 
act, would be enrolled and held ready for the service. 

This force, aided by the portions of the dragoon regi- 
ments that would be stationed in that quarter, and those 
of the regular army already there, were deemed amply 
sufficient for the protection of the frontier near the Indians 
referred to. ‘There are no reasons set furth in the requisi- 
tion which the general has since made upon you to justify 
the belief that the force above enumerated will be insuffi- 
cient, and I cannot, therefore, sanction it at the present 
time. To sanction that requisition for the reasons which 
accompany it, would warrant the belief that it was done to 
aid Texas, and not from a desire to prevent an infringe- 
ment of our territorial or national rights. 

I deeply regret that the Tennessee volunteers, whose 
prowess and patriotism are displayed so promptly on all 
occasions that threaten the peace or safety of their beloved 
country, have been called out on this occasion without 
proper consideration. ‘They can for the present only be 
mustered into the service and discharged. If there are 
funds appropriated out of which they can be paid, an or- 
der to this effect will be given. 

The ten thousand volunteers authorized under the late 
act of Congress, are intended for one year’s service, and 
must be employed to meet all necessary calls for the de- 
fence of our frontier borders. Should the occasion arise 
for a greater number on the western frontier, the cull will 
be made on Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois. There 
is, however, nu information to justify the apprehension of 
hostilities to any serious extent from the western Indians. 
Should a necessity arise, the brigade from East ‘Tennessee 
will be ordered to the western frontier as soon as their 
service can be dispensed with where they are now employed. 

I would barely add further, that the authority given you 
by the order of the 4th of May, having been satisfied, by 

yielding to the requisition of General Gaines, a new au- 
thority from the Department of War was necessary to 
authorize you to comply with that of the 28th of June. 
_ The Government of the United States having adopted, 
in regard to Mexico and Texas, the same rule of neutral- 
ity which had been observed in all similar cases before, it 
was not to have been expected that General Gaines should 
have based his requisition for additional military force on 
reasons plainly inconsistent with the obligations of that 
rule. Should Mexico insult our national flag, invade our 
territory, or interrupt our citizens in the lawful pursuits 


which are guarantied to them by the treaty, then the Gov- | 


ernment will promptly repel the insult, and take speedy 
reparation for the injury. But it does not seem that of- 
fences of this character have been committed by Mexico, 
or were believed to have been by General Gaines. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
His Excellency N. Canyon, 
Governor of Tennessee. 

P. 3. Before closing this letter, the documents referred 
to by the acting Secretary of War as having been transmit- 
ted to me, have been received. 


War Drrartrment, July 25, 1836. 
Sin: Major General Gaines has apprized this Depart- 
ment that he has made a requisition upon your excellency 
Vou, XIV.—A 24 
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for a regiment of mounted gunmen for the service of the 
United States. 

Copies of the despatches received from General Gaines 
have been transmitted to the President of the United States, 
who will issue such orders upon them as he may think 
circumstances require. Meantime T have the honor to in- 
form you that, in order to prevent any inconvenience or 
delay in the event of the confirmation of General Gaines’s 
requisition by the President, a disbursing officer will be 
ordered to proceed to the State of Tennessee with the ne- 
cessary funds. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

C. A. HARRIS, 
Acting Secretary of War. 
His Excellency Newton Cannon, 
Governor of Tennessee. 


Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
[Translation ] 
PurtapEtruia, September 3, 1836. 

The undersigned was so immediately convinced of the 
importance of the document to which the Secretary of 
State refers in his note of the 3lst of August, that he had 
already, on the 19th of that month, transmitted a copy of 
it to his Government. By this means, its contents will 
soon be known in Mexico, and the Government of the un- 
dersigned may then be enabled to estimate fully the purity 
of the international doctrine there laid down by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the justice with which he 
applies this doctrine in the present emergency. Even 
without this [exposition of international doctrine,] the 
mere fact of the President’s having disapproved the requisi- 
tion of General Gaines would of itself suffice, in the opin- 
ion of the undersigned, to cause its announcement to be 
received with peculiar satisfaction in Mexico, as the as- 
sembling of so many American troops on the very frontiers 
of ‘Texas, although it would be perfectly legal as long as 
confined to the known limits of the United States, could 
not but in time occasion disquiet and alarm with regard to 
the possible consequences. Of the latter, none would 
have been more probable than their organization of a sys- 
tem of progressive desertion in favor of the Texians, and 
by no means of their agents. Who can deny the possi- 
bility of such a case, if he for a moment consider the ex- 
citement of the period, and the opportunity afforded by lo- 
calities? But, although the spirit and the words of the 
President’s letter to the Governor of Tennessee be praise- 
worthy, and may be attended with beneficial effects with 
regatd to the future maintenance of a position of strict 
neutrality on the part of the United States during the dis- 
turbances in Texas, yet the undersigned regrets exceed- 
ingly that he must dissent from the opinion expressed by 
Mr. Forsyth at the end of his said note of the 31st ultimo. 
For, in order that the Department of State should not con- 
sider it necessary to answer the notes of the undersigned, 
dated the 28th of July and the 4th of August, there must 
be some paragraph in the said letter of the President which 


| would serve as a reply to the question urged in those notes, 
| and the undersigned, though he was anxious to find such 
| a paragraph, has been unable to do so. 
| President there disapproves the requisition made by Gen- 


It is true that the 


eral Gaines on the 28th of June, and of the reasons on 
which it was based; and that he likewise disapproves the 
conduct of the Governor of Tennessee in considering the 
order of the War Department of the 4th of May still in 
force; but is it also to be understood that the President 
withdraws, or will withdraw from General Gaines, the 
authorization which he had given to him on the 25th of 
April, and had confirmed on the 11th of July, to advance 
with his troops as far as Nacogdoches? If Mr. Forsyth 
can answer the undersigned in the affirmative, he will be 
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fully satisfied, and will in fact acknowledge that there is | 





no need of Mr. Forsyth’s again occupying hiniself with 
those notes. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
renew to the honorable Mr. John Forsyth, Secretary of 
State of these United States, the assurances of his dis- 
tinguished consideration. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
(Translation. } 
Partavetrata, September 9, 1336. 

The undersigned, from what he reads in various news- 
papers, has cause to fear that.General Dunlap is engaged 
in enlisting a considerabl: number of volunteers in Ten- 
nessee, who are to march 1» Texas under his orders. ‘The 
Vicksburg Register goes s ‘ar as to state that their number 
already amounts to three t ousand, and that they are all 
armed, having been previo sly intended for the war in 
Florida. It is likewise adde | that they are on the eve of 
departure for that destinatior. Although the undersigned 
believes that this scandaiou : proceeding, if certain, will 
have attracted the attention of the attorney of that district, 
he nevertheless thinks proper to denounce it to the honor- 
able John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United 
States, in order that it may be verified, opposed, and chas- 
tised according to the laws. 

The undersigned has no doubt that Mr. Forsyth will act | 
with the utmost promptitude in en affair which is of such | 
magnitude, and which, if prosecuted to the end proposed, | 
will be so entirely at variance with the principles of neu- | 
trality adopted by the Goversinent of the United States. | 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew | 
to the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these 


United States, the assurances of his most distinguished | 


consideration. 


M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 





To the Hon. Joun Fonrsytu, Seeretary of State. | 
| 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 
DerarrMeEnNt or Stare, 
Washington, September 16, 1836. 

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United | 
States, has had the honor to receive the note of Mr. Gor- 
ostiza, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
the Mexican republic, dated the 9th instant, relative to a 
large body of armed volunteers enlisting in Tennessee un- 
der the command of General Dunlap, who, as Mr. Gorostiza 
learns from the newspapers, are about to march to Texas. 

The attention of the district attorney for Tennessee has 
already been specially directed to the execution of the laws 
for preserving the neutral relations of the United States ; 
and no sufficient ground is perceived, in the newspaper re- 
ports referred to by Mr. Gorostiza, for further instructions 
on the subject. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to trans- 
mit a copy of a letter just received from the agent of the 
district attorney of Mississippi, who was instructed to in- 
quire into the ponent brought to the notice of the De- 
partment by Mr. Gorostiza, also upon newspaper informa- 
tion, in his note of the 21st of July last. By this letter, 
and that of the district attorney of Kentuc ky on the same 
subject, transmitted to Mr. Gorostiza on the 16th ultimo, 
it will be perceived that the United States officers are vigi- | 
laut in the discharge of their duty, and that newspaper re- 
ports are not, in themselves, safe grounds for official inter- 
ference. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to Mr. Goros- 
tiza the assurances of his high consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Ex. Senor Don M. E. Dx Gorosriza, &c. 





M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
Hon. Joun Fonsyru, Secretary of State. 
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Mr. Addison to Mr. Forsyth. 


Natcugz, August 20, 1836. 
Str: By the last mail I received a communication, ad- 








dressed by Asbury Dickins, Esq., acting Secretary, to R. 

M. Gaines, Esq., United States ‘district attorney for this 
district, informing him that the Mexican minister had made 
a complaint to the Department of State on the subject of 
an armament equipped for Texas, as reported in the Grand 
Gulf Advertiser. 


law with Mr. Gaines, and requested by him to attend to 


Being connected in the practice of the 


all communications directed to him in his absence, it be- 
comes my duty to inform you that Mr. Gaines, on account 
of ill health, was compelled to leave home about the 20th 
of June last, having committed the duties of his office to 
my care in his absence. In reply to the communication 
of Mr. Dickins, I have to state that no information of such 
an armament as described has been received by me, either 
before or since the departure of Mr. Gaines, and further, 
that no information of any other armament fitted out for 
Texas, of a character to justify proceedings under the laws 
for the preservation of the neutrality of the United States, 
has been received, except perhaps in the case of Felix 
Houston, Esq., in which Mr. Gaines, after using great 
exertions to procure a warrant, failed to do so. If any ev 
idence can be procured in either of these cases, it will be 
presented to the grand jury at the next sitting of the Uni- 
ted States district court. Vigilance also will be used to 
| prevent any future infraction of our neutrality in this dis 
trict. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
A. E. ADDISON, for 
R. M. GAINES, U. S. D. A. 
To the Hon. Joun Fonsrru, 
Secretary of State of the United States. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
(Translation, } 


Leeation ExrraonpinaRy or Mexico ry tur 
Unirep Sratrs or Ameunica, 
Philadelphia, Sept. 10, 1836. 

After reading the letter from Nacogdoches, dated the 4th 
of August, which appeared in the National Intelligencer 
of yesterday, I have but little doubt that the Mexican ter- 
ritory has been already unfortunately violated by the Uni 
ted States troops, especially as the contents of that lettcr 
only confirm the statement to the same effect made in 
others, which have been received in Philadelphia, and 
which, as I learn, were written at Nacogdoches on the 
16th and the 20th of July. That published in the Globe 
of the 25th ultimo, and which I sent to the Department of 
State with my note of the 26th, was, if I mistake not, 
dated the 23d [July.] 

It appears therefore that the first troops which inv: wr 
and occupied Nacogdoches were three or four companies of 
dragoons, who were previously in Arkansas, and had no 
need of passing the Sabine in order to reach that place, 
and that they were afterwards reinforced by some com 
panies of infantry which had formed part of the force a! 
General Gaines’s encampment. If this be certain, and :f 


| the War Department has not received despatches from that 


general on the subject, there must necessarily have been 4 


| miscarriage of its correspondence. 


However that may be, you, Mr. Secretary of State, must 
know that I have now more cause than ever to be anxious 


| for a reply to my notes of the 28th of July and the 4th of 
| August. 


The resolution of the President will, in my opin- 
ion, determine the character of the relations which are to 
exist immediately thenceforward between the two countries ; 
and should that resolution be, contrary to all my expecta- 
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tions, adverse to the rights of Mexico, it will also neces- 
sarily determine as to the existence of a mission by which I 
aim so highly honored. ig g 

I repeat, however, that I do not anticipate this. The 
language used by the President, in his letter of the 6th of 
August, to the Governor of ‘Tennessee, is 80 frank, gener- 
ous, and friendly towards Mexico, and the principles there- 
in professed by him are so exact and equitable, that it 
would certainly be a gratuitous injury to his feelings, to sup- 
pose for a single instant, that, on an occassion a thousand 
times more important than that, he could think and act in 
a different manner. : 
an idea, If, at that period, and when a measure was in 
contemplation which could only give rise to suspicions of 
portiality towards the Texians, the President of the United 
States hastened to disapprove of it, in consideration of the 
treaties by which obligations were entered into with Mexi- 
co, and because Mexico had, up to that period, failed in no 
respect in the observance of those engagements, with so 
much the more confidence may it now be expected that the 
Presilent will recall from Nacogdoches the troops which 
have violated the Mexican territory, in opposition to all the 
principles of international right ; and that he will withdraw 
trom General Gaines a dangerous power, which, especially 
in his hands, cannot but be productive of evil to the two 
republics. This, sir, as I conceive, was vour judgment, 
when, in sending me, on the 31st of August, acopy of the 
President’s letter, you assured me that its contents were a 
sufficient reply to the notes mentioned above; and your 
opinion, sir, is now, as ever, of great importance in my eyes. 

I embrace this opportunity to repeat to you, sir, the as- 
surances of my very distinguished consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. Joun Forsrta, 
Secretary of State. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
[Translation. } 
Purtapetrara, September 12, 1836. 


, , we 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has the honor to 


address the honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of 
these United States, in order to complain, in the name of 
his Government, of the arbitrary conduct of the collector of 
the custom-house of New York, in admitting, as he has, 
what is called the Texian flag of war into that port, and to 
protest, in consequence, against this proceeding, and the 
effects which may arise trom it, as he considers the whole 
occurrence most injurious to the rights of Mexico, and 
manifestly at variance with the very principles which the 
United States have professed, and on which they have acted 
in similar cases. 

The circumstances of the affair were these: -On the Ist 
day of this month an armed schooner, under what is called 
the Texian flag entered in the port of New York. On the 
same day, the Mexican consul wrote to the district attorney, 
soliciting that the vessel might be seized, and that prose- 
cution might be commenced against her without delay, ac- 
cording to law; it being evident that, as her character of 
an armed vessel was not protected by a flag previously re- 
cognised by the United States, she had acquired, from the 
fact of entering a foreign port armed, the indisputable char- 
acter of a pirate. The district attorney answered the con- 
sul by a letter, of which the Secretary of State will find a 
copy (A) annexed to this note. He will there see that the 
principal question respecting the nature of the flag is entire- 
ly, though in courteous terms, set aside, and that the at- 
torney speaks and acts merely with reference to general 
rules, which have no bearing on an exceptive case. In the 
mean time the schooner, eacouraged by this impunity, en- 


Far be it from me to entertain such | 
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tered farther into the port on the 2d instant, anchored near 
the Castle-garden, saluted the town, and was in return sa- 
luted by a volunteer company, (whether by or without the 
order of any military authority is not known, ) after which 
her officers and men landed with uniforms, arms, &e. 
The consul communicated to the undersigned all that had 
occurred; upon which the undersigned ordered him to ask 
the collector of that custom-house whether the Texian 
armed schooner Brutus was really a vessel of war or an 
armed merchant vessel, on what grounds the custom- house 
had permitted her to enter, and why it recognised her flag, 
although that flag had not been recognised by the United 
States. The consul did so; and in the annexed copy (B) 
the Secretary of State may see the strange reply,’ to call it 
by no less gentle a name, which was received from the said 
collector; to use a proverbial English phrase, it speaks 
volumes. The undersigned will take the liberty of cur- 
sorily reviewing this answer. 

The collector begins by telling the consul that the schoon- 
er is a national vessel, and that her commander has ex- 
hibited a commission as such from the President of the 
republic of Texas. A national vessel! Who is the col- 
lector of the custom-house of New York, that he should 
thus declare to be national a vessel belonging to what is 
called a nation, but is not a nation in any of its relations 
with the Governments or the citizens of the United States ? 
He doubtless meartt to say that she was a vessel of war, as 
he partly shows in his allusion to the commission delivered 
by the President of the republic of Texas. But. who is 
the President of Texas! What is the republic of Texas? 
In what document has the collector of the custom-house of 
New York read that the United States have yet recognised 
either the President or the republic, even as existing? In 


| what case has he seen his own Government applying to 


them the names by which he calls them? And even 
though all this may have been, how isthe collector assured 
that the commission is a true one? How does he know 
that it is sufficient to establish the national character of the 
vessel? Has he learnt whether other conditions may not 
be necessary, from any navigation act made by the Texians, 
if any such act have been made in Texas? Has he ascer- 
tained the origin of the crew and the number of ‘T'exians in 
it? Has he inquired where the vessel was built, and 
whether, in case it should have been built in the United 


| States, it be or be not entitled to enter a port in those 


States as a belligerant? If none of these conditions should, 
in the opinion of the collector of the New York custom- 
house, be required, in order that a vessel which is not re- 
cognised may enter armed into that port, it is difficult to 
see why all the pirates in the world do not take refuge 
there. None of them could certainly be without a sheet of 
paper to write a commission on, or a strip of bunting for a 
flag. 

The collector next tells the consul that, having received 
no orders from his Government to interdict the entrance of 
the vessels of the republic of Texas into that district, he did 
not feel himself authorized to prevent the Brutus from en- 
tering, or to molest her afterwards, so long as she did not 
violate the laws of the country. Now, as he had received 
no orders to admit Texian vessels, why did he not wait for 
such orders? Does not silence on such a subject say enough ? 
Could he have supposed that his Government would have 
tacitly delegated to a subaltern authority the important fa- 
culty of determining at what period a flag, not hitherto 
recognised by any nation, might be displayed in a port of 
the United States without inconvenience to them, or offence 
to some other Power? How, repeats the undersigned, 
could the collector of the custom-house of New York have 
imagined that, if the independence of Texas were to be 
recognised, the first step towards its recognition would be 
left entirely at his discretion, and to be made whenever he 
pleased ? 
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The collector then states that it has been the practice in 
the port of New York to treat with respect and courtesy the 
flags of those nations which have declared themselves inde- 
pendent, and maintained their independence against the 
authority of the country from which they have seceded. 
This is all well, provided it has been so previously deter- 
mined by the Executive, and not merely by the collector of 
a custom-house. Iu order to arrive at such a result, an 
Executive would, from respect to itself, have first weighed 
carefully the merits of the case, and have examined previous 
circumstances and engagements; while the collector of a 
custom-house might act improperly in so serious a matter, 
either from weakness, or from ignorance, or from being 
notoriously identified, by his opinions and his interests, with 
those who display the new flag. 

Finally, the collector tells the consul that the armed ves- 
sels of Texas have been, for some months past, admitted in 
New Orleans without any opposition on the part of that 
custom-house, and without any complaint, so far as had 
been advised, on the part of the Mexican consul residing 
there. Those who have told the collector so deceived him ; 
and the best reply to his last assertion, which destroys, also, 
the whole value of the precedent attempted to be established, 
is to be found in the subjoined copy (C) of a communica- 
tion from the Mexican consul at New Orleans himself to 
the acting Secretary of Relations of Mexico. In that com- 
munication the Secretary of State will See that the consul 
did perform his duty, by addressing the collector of the cus- 
tom-house directly, in order tu inquire under what flag he 
had admitted the first 'l'exian armed vessel which entered 
that port on the Ist of January of this year. The Secretary 
of State will also see, in the same document, that the only 


answer received from the collector was the declaration given | 


indirectly, that he had determined not to answer the consul 
at all. Now, what more could the poor consul do, when 
he was thus not even allowed to obtain evidence of the fact 
on which his first complaint was to be based? Or what 
was the use of addressing his complaints, in the subsequent 
cases, to a collector who had already adopted the magnani- 
mous resolution of giving no answer to any question which 
might be put to him” 

Such, then, so futile and so partial, were the reasons by 
which the collector of the New York custom-house has been 
guided on this occasion. The undersigned, after this ex- 
posure of them, has no doubt that the President of the 
United States will view them in the same light, and that he 
will adopt, without delay, such measures as he may judge 
most efficacious, for manifesting his entire disapprobation 
of the official acts of that individual. 

With regard to the principles by which the United States 


have hitherto been always governed in similar cases, they | 
are those, so obvious and so well known, which are clearly | 


laid down in the first paragraph of the President’s celebrated 


of the Spanish provinces which had seceded from the mother 
country, says that **the United States had acknowledged 
the rights to which they were entitled by the law of nations, 
and as belligerants, so soon as their movement had assumed 
such a steady and consistent form as to render their ultimate 
success probable, and, from that period, they had been 


vessels into the ports of these United States, for the purpose 
of obtaining provisions, of trading,” &c. Thence, it may be 
naturally inferred, in the opinion of the undersigned, that, 
until such movement had acquired such a steady and con- 
sistent form as to render probable (not merely possible) the 
ultimate success of the said provinces in their struggle 
against Spain, the United States neither acknowledged their 
possession of any rights as belligerants, nor admitted their 
vessels in the American ports. 

There was, consequently, a great interval between the 
commencement of the movement and the period at which it 





{ 





could have acquired the steadiness and consistency decmed 
requisite to warrant the opinion that its termination would 
probably be favorable; and the neutrality which may have 
been, and indeed really was, observed by the United States 
during the whole of that interval was, and could only have 
been, a mere neutrality of expectancy, for the purpose of 
seeing whether those provinces did, or did not, possess the 
means of emancipating themselves. 

Now, even admitting the case of Texas to be similar 
to those of the republics which were formerly colonics 
of Spain in this part of the globe, can it be said that 
the Texian movement has yet arrived at the point which 
those of the Spanish Americans had attained, when the 
United States allowed them the same rights? It would be 
ridiculous to assert this. ‘The undersigned will not waste 
time in enumerating the various resources of population, 
riches, and the elements of society possessed by the Span- 
ish Americans, and certainly not possessed by the Texians ; 
he will merely remind the Secretary of State, in corrobora- 
tion of his previous assertion, that the pretended indepen- 
dence of Texas dates only from the beginning of last March. 
In that month the first campaign of Texas began, aud du- 
ring the whole of that month, as well as the greater part 
of April, the Texians were beaten wherever they appear- 


}ed. They had, by their own confession, only six hun- 


dred men under arms, commanded by General Houston. 
That General succeeded in surprising the vanguard of the 
Mexican army, and it was then only, when General Santa 


| Anna, who, from accident or excess of zeal, was present, 


became the prisoner of the Texians, and was forced by them 
to sign an armistice, which was most improperly, and in a 
manner most contrary to all probability, obeyed by General 
Filisola, that the ‘Texians obtained the unexpected advantage 
of the evacuation of the territory. ‘The undersigned con- 
ceives that none of these things indicate steadiness or con- 
sistency as yet. Had the general-in-chief, President Santa 
Anna, not been present at the San Jacinto, or had General 
Filsola not obeyed the orders of a captive, the consequences 
of that battle would have been politically unimportant, and 
but very trifling in a military pointof view. ‘The situation 
of the Texians would not have been improved by the vic- 
tory, as the Mexican force was still six or seven times greater 
than theirs. Moreover, the season of rains and fevers im- 
mediately afterwards rendered the continuation of the war 
impossible—a circumstance which completely accounts for 
the subsequent inactivity. 

The Mexiean Congress, however, has deprived the bat- 
tle of San Jacinto of its political importance, by declaring 
null and void all acts signed by President Santa Anna du- 
ring his captivity; and, as the sickly season will soon have 
ended, the day is at hand when the Mexicans will cross 
the Colorado. The Texians will then have an opportunity 


| of showing whether they possess the requisites for national 
message of March 8, 1822. Mr. Monroe there, in speaking | 


freedom and independence. We shall then judge by ac- 
tion, not by accidents, whether their movement assumes 
the steady and consistent form which is necessary to render 
their ultimate success probable. 
Meanwhile, the undersigned, confiding in the integrity 
and the impartiality of the Government of the United 


| States, hopes that, adhering to the principles which they 
permitted to enter with their vessels of war and trading | 


themselves established for the guidance of their conduct in 
the cases already mentioned, they will declare their ports 
to be still closed against the vessels of the Texians, and 
will not admit them to the rights of belligerants out of the 
territory which is the theatre of the war. 

The undersigned apologizes to the Secretary of State for 
the length of this note, and avails himself of the occasion 
to repeat to the honorable John Forsyth the assurances of 
his most distinguished consideration. o 

MANUEL E. DE GOROSTIZA 

Hon. Joun Fonsyru, 

Secretary of State. 
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A. 


U. &. District Arrorner’s Orrice, 
New York, September 1, 1836. 

Sin: I had this afternoon the honor to receive your 
letter of this date, advising me of the arrival at the port of | 
New York of a vessel called the Texian schooner Brutus, | 
and hasten to apprize you of my earnest wish to render 
every aid in my power to prevent a violation of the laws of 
the United States, or an infringement of their treaty with | 
the republic of Mexico. In this wish I am not only | 
prompted by a sense of duty, but by the expressed deter- 
mination of the Executive of this Government to observe | 
an entire neutrality as regards the revolution which agitates | 
the Government you represent. 

To premote the object of your letter, I have instructed 
the marshal of this district carefully to observe the conduct 
which may be pursued by the commander of the Brutus, 
and immediately to report any acts that will justify my in- 
terference as public progecutor. Such other measures will 
be adopted as circumstances may suggest, to detect and 
promptly punish any violation of law tending to interrupt 
the friendly relations between our respective Governments. 
Permit me to invite your co-operation in this duty, by in- 
forming me of such facts, within your knowledge, as may 
subject the factors to the penalties of the United States 
laws, by which it is forbidden, within the limits of the 
United States, to fit out and arm, or attempt to fit out and 
arm, or to increase and augment the force of a vessel of 
war, cruiser, or armed vessel, or to begin or set on foot a 
military expedition or enterprise within the United States, 
to be carried on from these against the dominions of a for- 
eign State, colony, or people, with whom the United States | 
are at peace. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 

WILLIAM M. PRICE, 
United States District Altorney. 
To Mr. Sepastian Mercano, 
Mexican Consul, New York. 


B. 


New York, September 8, 1836. 
Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, yes- 
terday, of your letter propounding certain inquiries respect- 
ing the Texian vessel now in this port. To the first in- 
quiry, viz. ‘*whether said schooner is a merchant vessel, 
a vessel of war, or a privateer,” I answer that she is a na- 
tional vessel, the commander of which has shown to me his 


en as such, from the President of the republic of 
exas. 





To the second question, viz. ‘* upon what grounds this 
office has admitted said vessel,” I beg leave to state that, 
having received no orders from my own Government to in- 
terdict the entrance, into this district, of the vessels of the 
republic of Texas, I do not feel myself authorized to ex- 
clude or molest her unless she violates the laws of this Gov- 
ernment. 

To the third inquiry, viz. «upon what grounds this of- 
fice acknowledges a flag that is not acknowledged by the 
United States,” I am constrained to answer, that it has 
been the practice at this port to treat with respect and 
courtesy the flags of such nations as have declared them- 
selves independent, and maintained their independence 
against the authority of the country from which they have 
seceded. That was the case, always, with respect to the 
Mexican flig before its independence was acknowledged by 
any Government in America or Europe. It is believed 
that down to the present period, Spain herself has never 
acknowledged the independence of Mexico, notwithstand- 
ing this and other Governments have. I might add fur- 
ther, that the public armed vessels of the Government of 
Texas, having for the last six or eight months been con- 
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stantly arriving at and departing from the port of New Or- 
leans, without any hinderance on the part of the officers of 
the customs of that port, and, so far as I am advised, with- 
out any complaint on the part of the Mexican Government 
or its representative, furnishes a reasonable inference that 
my Government have issued no orders forbidding the use 
of the waters of the United States to vessels of the descrip- 
tion referred to. - 

I trust the answers given to the inquiries contained in 
your note will be satisfactory to yourself, and also to his 
Excellency, the envoy from Mexico, under whose instruc- 
tions you have addressed me. 

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your obedient ser- 
vant, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

SesasTian Mencapo, Esq. 

Mexican Consul, New York. 





Translation of a letter from the Mexican Consul at New 
Orleans to his Government; the copy of which forms 
document C, annexed to the note from M. Gorostiza, 
dated September 12, 1836. 

C. 
Mexican Consutate at New Onceans. 

To the chief officer charged with the Department of Rela- 

tions of the Mexican Republic : 

I have the honor to send you with this, the copy of a 
despatch addressed by me yesterday to the chargé d’af- 
faires of the republic near the Government of these States, 
together with the copy of the document to which I refer in 
that despatch. You will thereby see, sir, that, in order to 
make known to that gentleman the nature of the reception 
of the armed schooner which entered this port on the 2d 
ultimo, from Velasco, under the character of Texian, and 
bearing the name of Liberty, (as I informed you in my 
note (No. 5) of the day and month above stated, ) I ad- 
dressed, on the 5th instant to Mr. J. W. Breedlove, the 
collector of the custom-house of this port, a plain, and un- 
doubtedly a courteous letter. To this letter, as you will 
see by my despatch to M. Castillo, that American officer 
has not deigned to reply, although four days have elapsed, 
which were certainly a sufficient period for him, if he had 
chosen to give me an answer. 

Mr. Edmund J. Forstall, a wealthy merchant of this 
place, on learning the circumstance, entreated me, before 
I informed you of it, to allow him to speak to Mr. Breed- 
love on the subject, as he foresaw the bad effects which 
such conduct on the part of this officer of the confederacy 
might produce on the commercial relations and the friend- 
ship between the two republics. I willingly acceded to 
this proposition of Mr. Forstall’s from the persuasion that 
the intervention of so respectable a person might be attend- 
ed by the consequences desired; he, however, last night 
informed me that the collector of the custom-house had de- 
termined to make no answer to my letter. 

I hasten to communicate to you, sir, this strange occur- 
rence, that you may submit it to his Excellency the acting 
President of the republic. I do not venture to make any 
remarks upon it, as I do not wish to add to the existing ir- 
ritation, and as, indeed, comments upon it would be super- 
fluous. I will send to M. Castillo y Lanzas a copy of this 
part of my despatch, by the mail of to-morrow, that he 
may use the contents as he may think proper. 

God and liberty. New Orleans, February 10, 1836. 

FRANCISCO PIZARRO MARTINEZ. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 


DeparRTMENT oF State, 
Washington, September 20, 1836. 
The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of 
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Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary ae minister sleninne 
tentiary of the Mexican republic, of the 12th instant, com- 
plaining of the conduct of the collector of New York, in 
permitting a vessel under the Texian flag to enter that port, 
and expressing the hope that the United States will declare 
their ports to be closed against the vessels of the Texians, 
and will not admit them to the rights of belligerants out of 
the territory which is the theatre of war. In reply, the un- 
dersigned has the honor to observe, that the course pursued 
by the collector of New York, in declining to exclude the 
vessel in question, which bore a flag alleged to be that of 
Texas, and the commande, of which exhibited a commis- 
sion purporting to be from the President of that country, 
or to seize or otherwise molest her, after she had entered, 
was in accordance with the principles and practice which 
have been invariably observed by this Government, from 
the first breaking out of the revolution among the Spanish 
provinces on this continent to the present time. There is 
nothing contradictory of this position in the passage which 
Mr. Gorostiza has quoted from the message of Mr. Monroe, 
then President of the United States, to Congress, of the 
8th of March, 1822, when properly understood and con- 
strued in connexion with the antecedent acts and declara- 
tions of the Executive. It is obvious that the exclusion of 
the vessels of the one party from the ports of the United 
States, and the admissicn of those of the other, would be 
inconsistent with an impartial neutrality; and yet the 
President, in the seme message from which Mr. Gorostiza 
has quoted, states that, ‘‘ through the whole of this con- 
test the United States have remained neutral, and have 
fulfilled with the utmost impartiality all the obligations 
incident to that character.” In a previous message, of De- 
cember 7th, 1819, he obgerves: ‘‘In the civil war existing 
between Spain and the Spanish provinces in this hemi- 
sphere, the greatest care has been taken to enforce the laws 
intended to preserve an impartial neutrality. Our ports 
have continued to be equal 'y open to both parties, and on 
the same conditions.” This language plainly refers to the 
whole of the contest; and the President is not to be under- 
stood, in his subsequent message, to which Mr. Gorostiza 
has referred, as intending to say that the vessels of either 
party were only permitted to enter the ports of the United 
States, from the period when the success of such party ap- 
peared to be probable. 'The construction which Mr. Gor- 
ostiza has given to the particular passage he has cited, is 
not only contradicted by other passages from the messages 
of the same Executive officer, but still more strongly, if 
possible, by the uniform acfs of this Government in that 
and similar cases. It is a well-known fact that the vessels 
of the South American provinces were admitted into the 
ports of the United States, under their own or any other 
flags, from the commencement of the revolution: and it is 
equally true that, throughout the various civil contests that 
have taken place at different periods among the States that 
sprung from that revolution, the vessels of each of the con- 
tending parties have been alike permitted to enter the ports 
of this country. It has never been held necessary, as a 
preliminary to the extension of the rights of hospitality to 
either, that the chances of the war should be balanced and 
the probability of eventual success determined. For this 
purpose, it has been deemed sufficient that the party had 
declared its independence, and, at the time, was actually 
maintaining it. Such having been the course hitherto pur- 
sued by this Government, however important it might be 
to consider the probability of success, if a question should 
arise as to the recognition of the independence of Texas, 
itis not to be expected that it should be made a prerequisite 
to the mere exercise of hospitality implied by the admission 
of the vessels of that country into our ports. The declara- 
tion of neutrality made by the President in regard to the 
existing contest between Mexico and Texas, was not in- 





tended to be confined to the limits of that province, or of 


Mexican Affairs. 





——_— > SS SS 








‘*the theatre of war,” within which it was hardly to be 
presumed that any collision would occur, or any question on 
the subject arise; but it was designed’ to extend every- 
where, and to include as well the United States and their 
ports as the territories of the conflicting parties. The ex- 
clusion of the vessels of Texas, while those of Mexico are 
admitted, is not deemed compatible with the strict neutral. 
ity which it is the desire and the determination of this Gov- 
ernment to observe in respect to the present contest be- 
tween those countries; nor ia it thought necessary to scru- 
tinize the character or authority of the flag under which 
they may sail, or the validity of the commission under 
which they may be commanded, when the rights of this 
country and its citizens are respected and observed. In 
this frank expression of the views and policy of the United 
States in regard to a matter of sv much interest as the war 
now waging between Mexico and its revolted province, it 
is hoped that new evidence will be perceived, not only of 
the consistency and impartiality of this Government in its 
relations with foreign countries, but of the sincere desire 
which is entertained, by such an exposition of its course, 
to cherish and perpetuate that friendly feeling, which will 
see in the scrupulous regard that is paid to the rights of 
other, and even of rival parties, one of the surest guaran- 
tees that its own will continue to be respected. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to re- 
new to Mr. Gorostiza the assurance of his distinguished 
consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

His Ex. Sefior Don M. E. pe Gorostiza, &c. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Gorostiza. 
DrreantrMent or State, 
Washington, September 17, 1836. 
The Secretary of State has just received a letter from the 
President, which makes it important that he should have 


‘an interview, as early as practicable, with Mr. Gorostiza, 


the Mexican minister plenipotentiary. 
The Secretary invites Mr. Gorostiza to call at the De- 
partment at his earliest convenience, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
His Ex. Sr. Don M. E. ps Gornosriza, &c. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. 
(Translation. ] 
Mexican Lecationw ExTraonpinary, 


Philadelphia, September 18, 1836. 
My Dear Sin: I have just received the note which you 
did me the honor to address to me yesterday, and, in con- 
sequence of it, although my health is very wretched, I shall 
leave this place on the day after to-morrow, so that I shall 
have the pleasure of seeing you at the Department of State 
on the 2Ist instant, or the 22d at farthest. 
I conclude by repeating to you, Mr. Secretary of State, 
the assurances of my very distinguished consideration. 
E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
To the Hon. Jonn Forsytn, 
Secretary of State. 


Memorandum. 


Department or Strate, 
Washington, September 23, 1836. 
In compliance with the instructions of the President, I 
had this morning an interview with Mr. Gorostiza, and 
read to him General Santa Anna’s letter to the President, 
and the reply. I also informed Mr. Gorostiza that it ap- 
peared by letters to General Gaines, from one of the sub- 
altern officers, that some of the troops of the United States 
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were at Nacogdoches. I read to Mr. Gorostiza portions of 
the President’s letter to General Gaines of the 4th Septem- 
ber, which related to apprehended Indian disturbances in 
that quarter, and his express directions to that officer not 
to advance into the Mexican territory, and, if occupying it, 
to retire, unless Indian hostility had actually begun, or he 
had undoubted evidence that it was intended, and prepara. 
rations were making for it. Mr. Gorostiza denied, most 
explicitly, the possibility of such intention on the part 
of the Indians as anticipated or desired by Mexico. He 
protested against the discretionary authority given to Gen- 
eral Gaines to remain on the Mexican territory, offering to 
guaranty that the fact of any movement of the Indians 
being solicited by Mexico or Mexicans was false ; insisted 
upon his answer to a letter inquiring whether General 
Gaines’s troops were on Mexican territory, and protested 
that their remaining would impose upon him the painful 
duty of withdrawing from his mission, and returning to 
his Government. 


self the defence of its frontiers, and to advance upon Mex- 
ico, who would, in that case, have been false to her obli- 
gations under the law of nations and to her treaty stipula- 
tions. I reminded Mr. Gorostiza, that, on the principle in- 
volved, there was no dispute between the two Govern- 
ments: the only question was one of fact, which a short 
time would soive; and he would have perceived, by the 
orders of the President, that the troops of the United States 
would be withdrawn, whenever the truth was ascertained, 
if he was correct in his belief. Mr. Gorostiza proposed to 
direct, himself, to General Urrea, a representation of what 
he had said on this subject, and to abide by his answer, re- 
lying upon his positive denial of the truth of the charge 
against the Mexicans; and that he would give assurance 
that Indian intervention in the war, or hostility to the Uni- 
ted States, had not only not been, but would not be, in 
any event, sought for or permitted in violation of the treaty 
with the United States. 

The interview concluded by my requesting Mr. Goro- 
stiza to acquaint his Government with the information he 
had just received from me. As to his proposition of refer- 
ence to General Urrea, I could only reply to it, after hav- 
ing seen the President, who would return to the city in a 
few days. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 


Having examined the above at the request of the Secre- 
tary of State, I find it substantially correct. 


M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 





Abstract of two letters from the President to General 
Gaines, given to Mr. Gorostiza, September 26th. 


** The President, in his letter to General Gaines of the 
Ath September, 1836, observes that the United States are 
strictly neutral with regard to the struggle going on in 
‘Texas, and that this neutrality must be observed and main- 
tained by General Gaines as commander of the United 
States forces on that frontier. It is one of the duties of 
Mexico to prevent the Indians within her territory from 
committing hostilities against the citizens ef the United 
States, and, if Mexico be unwilling or unable to perform 
that duty, the United States are authorized by the law of 
nations and the right of self-defence, to perform it for her. 
If General Gaines should be satisfied that any body of 
Indians who disturb the peace of the frontier of the United 
States, receive assistance or shelter within the Mexican 
territory, it is not to be presumed that Mexico will take 
offence at the adoption, by him, of the most speedy and 
decisive measures for punishing those Indians, and depriv- 
ing them of the means to prosecute their lawless designs 
against the lives and properiy of American citizens. For 
this purpose it will be proper for General Gaines to take 


Mr. Gorostiza did not deny the right of | 
the United States, if the facts were true, to take upon it- | 
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an advanced position which may be most favorable for 
securing the frontier, and he will be authorized to pursue 
the Indians wherever they may be found, without regard 
to the Mexican limits, or to those now claimed by the Texi- 
ans. General Gaines must, however, be careful not to be 
deceived by the evidence on which an act involving so 
much responsibility is to be justified; and the troops of 
the United States must not occupy an advanced post in 
the Mexican territory, unless it be necessary, unless the 
peace of the frontier be actually disturbed, or there be a 
moral certainty that the Indians are in hostile array for the 
purpose, and are obtaining the means of operation from the 
Mexican territory. Should General Gaines receive evi- 
dence that the Indians are committing hostilities, und that 
they pass through the Mexican territory, or otherwise use 
it in accomplishing their savage designs, it is his duty, for 
the performance of which he is responsible, as commander 
of the forces charged with the protection of the frontier of 
the United States, to pursue and take those Indians where- 
ever they can be found. 

“ The President concludes by cautioning General Gaines 
against holding any correspondence with the chiefs of Mex- 
ico or of ‘Texas, other than is indicated in the instructions 
which he has received or may receive from the Government 
of the United States. General Gaines is aware that the 
Mexicans have already charged his soldiers with having 
fought and defeated them at the battle of San Jacinto, and 
although no charge could be more groundless, yet the cir- 
cumstance of its having been made shows the necessity of 
caution on the part of General Gaines. 

‘*In his second letter to General Gaines, written also 
on the 4th of September, 1836, the President, in addition 
to what he had said in the first letter, directs General 
Gaines, in case that the accounts that the Indians are in 
hostile array, and that their designs have been favored or 
countenanced by the Mexican General should prove to be 
true, togmarch with his whole force to Nacogdoches, or to 
such other point as he may consider best calculated to en- 
able him to guard the frontier, and to operate successfully 
against the Indians thus combined and engaged to make 
war on the United States. General Gaines has been al- 
ready informed of the President’s views with regard to the 
right of self-defence possessed by the United States, when 
Mexico fails to fulfil the engagements made in the treaty 
by keeping the Indians at peace with their citizens. The 


| United States have to maintain their neutrality, and Gen- 
| eral Gaines’s authority to occupy a position beyond their 
| limits will rest upon the necessity of doing so, as the 


| means of protecting their frontier. 





Should General Gaines 
find the statement respecting the Mexican General’s agency 
in exciting the Indians to war against the United States to 
be untrue, and the Indians disposed to remain at peace, he 
will, of course, immediately withdraw his forces from Na- 
cogdoches to his place of encampment on the Sabine; but 
should those statements be true, he is immediately to call 
into service the thousand volunteers organized in Arkansas, 
and the same number organized in Missouri under the late 
act of Congress, and to advance with his whole force to 
Nacogdoches, or to any other point favorable for the pro- 
tection of the frontier and the suppression of Indian hos- 
tilities in that quarter. If Mexico, (concludes the Presi- 
dent,) regardless of her engagements made by treaty 
with the United States, excites the Indians to war against 
them, she cannot complain of their employing the most 
prompt and energetic measures for their own defence, or of 
their occupying a portion of the Mexican territory, if it be 
necessary to prevent the evils which she has occasioned. 
General Gaines must act according to his own discretion 
upon the information he may obtain, always bearing in 
mind the neutral position of the United States with regard 
to the contending parties in Texas, and the vbligations of 
the treaty in reference to the Mexican authorities,” 
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Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. With regard to the communication which I mean to ad- 

(Translation. } dress to General Urrea, as soon as the President shall have 

Leoation Extraonvtnany or Mexico, ordered the troops of the United States to evacuate the 
Washington, September 23, 1836. Mexican territory invaded by them, and not before, it will 

The undersigned, when he called the attention of the | CO?! merely of a copy of the note which I shall write on 
honorable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of these United this subject to. my Government, meking Known the as. 
States, to the enlistment of volunteers for ‘Texas, in which | SU782¢es given by me in ite mame to the Government of 
General Dunlap is now engaged in the State of Tennesse, the United States, respecting the employment of the said 
not only bore in mind the recent notice to which he alluded uncivilized Indians as imputed to it. This I expressed to 
at that time, but also recollected that he had not long be- you in the said conference, and I had, at the same time, 
fore read a letter from General Houston to the said Dun- the honor to inform you that, fT ghould now write te 
lap, which undoubtedly referred to the same enlistment, Generel: Urres, it would not be because I spught or needed 
and which, at least, left no doubt as to the Texian relations his co-operation in this matter, Gat hacamse 1 considered it 


existing between the two Generals. This letter was pub- advantageous to all parties that the notification of my 
lished in the Commercial Advertiser of New Orleans, of | #3Teement with this Government should be forwarded to 


July 6th ; it was copied in all the papers of the Union, and | im by the way of Pensacola and Matamoras, instead of al- 
has been disavowed by none. lowing him to wait until he should receive it from Mexico. 
The undersigned is indeed well aware that many state- His answer to my communication could be nothing more 
ments daily appear in the public prints which are so en- than acknowledgment of its FOROS and I could there- 
tirely without foundation that the Department of State can- fore never‘have thought of abiding by it (gobernarme) in 
not notice them; but the Secretary of State must, on his | *"Y Way. _ I believe from my acquaintance with the prin 
part, also know that there are so many places in the United ciples and intentions of my Government, that I can, with- 
States in which the friends of ‘T'exas are now infringing gut Seer, take upon mysoll any responsibility to which this 
the laws, to the injury of Mexico, that the undersigned affair may subject me. ; s 
cannot possibly keep agents in each of them for the pur- LT embrace this opportunity, Mr. Secretary of State, to 
pose of denouncing such persons to the respective authori- | TePeat to you the assurances of my ae distinguished ee 
ties ; and that, consequently, the undersigned cannot neg- sideration. M. E. GOROSTIZA. 
lect the slight accounts which he receives from the-press, Hon. Jonx Fonsrru, 
without running the risk of failing in the performance of Secretary of Slate. 
one of his principal duties. 

The Department of State may hereafter determine with 
greater probability of assurance, whether the undersigned 
has or has not cause for alarm, and may also at present act 
according to its own conviction and conscience. : 7 : ’ 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
renew to the honorable Secretary of State the assurances | States, has the honor to inform Mr. Gorostiza, envoy ex- 
of his most distinguished consideration. * | traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Mexican 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. republic, that his communication of yesterday's date was 
een received a short time after the departure of Mr. Forsyth 
Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Forsyth. for Georgia. On the return of the President it will be 
é laid before him. 


Translation. r 2 
L ‘ ee et be ac ei The undersigned renews to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances 
eer ee : : . of his highest consideration. 


‘ashing S 36. } : ‘WING 

Sir: I have saudi teat OF duieans GF kat aldeaadl His Excell Rein D ae a ae CEES. 
of the 23d instant, which you, Mr. Secretary of State, have ee ee 
drawn up for the President, and have found it substantial- . pis 
ly correct. I think, however, it will be necessary, in order Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 
to. avoid any misunderstanding hereafter, to have it ex- [ Translation. } 
plained that I agreed with you at the time on the principle 
that neither the Mexican Government nor any one of its | a : ’ 3 
officers, by its order, could ever employ the uncivilized | Usirep Stratus ur Auznica, 
(salvages) Indians in the contest in Texas, without jeopard- Ww ashington, October 1, 1836 : 
izing, to a certain extent, the security of the frontier of the | (Ten o'clock in the evening. ) 
United States, and the lives and property of itsinhabitants; | Sir: At this moment] read with indignation in the 
that hence, if at any time such a thing were done (which | newspapers of New Orleans, just arrived, a proclamation 
appeared to me impossible) and the Indians at the instiga- | of General Houston’s, which confirms all my fears and re 
tion of the Mexican Government or agents came to invade | alizes all my predictions. In it, General Houston, styling 
or commit hostilities against the territory of the United | himself President of Texas, and under the pretext that 
States, in such supposed case, I agreed with you, that | some Indians had told him that other Indians, in conjunction 
Mexico would have failed in the duty imposed oa her by | with the Mexicans, (who had not then moved from Mata- 
the 33d article of the existing treaty, and would have | moras,) were about to attack Nacogdoches, orders the 
moreover violated the most obvious principles of the Jaw of | militia of the adjoining counties to take up arms in orde/ 
nations ; hence, also, I considered that, in such a case, | to sustain the troops of the United States garrisoning that 
and in such a case only, would the United States be justi- | place, until General Gaines should send reinforcements to 
fied, afler having repulsed the Indians, in occupying tem- | it. He, moreover, in this proclamation, informs the officers 
porarily with their troops a position in the Mexican terri- | of the said militia that, as they arrive at Nacogdoches, they 
tory, as a means of security from a similar immediate ag- | must report themselves to the commander of the United 
gression, until Mexico should have satisfied them respect- | States troops, and remain subject to his order. 
ing what had occurred, and have given them sufficient Although I cannot persuade myself as yet, that this Gen- 
guarantees for the future. I repeat, however, that all this | eral Houston has the slightest grounds for relying upon the 
rests upon a merely supposed case. co-operation of the troops of the United States in favor of 





Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 


DerartMent oF Srarr; 
Washington, September 28, 1836. 
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the rebellion in Texas, nevertheless, I draw the conclusion, 
from this impudent document, that he is endeavoring to 
make it appear so, in order to mislead, by this fallacy, the 
adventurers whom he beads. When the volunteers of 
Texas shall have frateruized in the same garrison with the 
troops of the United States, how easy will it be for them 
to go together to battle, whenever the Mexicans advance. 
The slightest incident will then serve as a pretext, and 
General Houston will certainly not disregard it. 

Therefore, for this additional reason, and as the Presi- 
dent has arrived in Washington this day, I again entreat 
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you, Mr. Acting Secretary of State, to solicit from that | 


gentleman, as speedily as possible, a final and explicit de- 
termination with regard to that which forms the sole object 
of my notes of July 28, August 4, and September 10 and 
27. As the violation of the Mexican territory has been 
already unfortunately effected by the troops of the United 
States, every minute which elapses without relieving it 
from this heavy evil, renders deeper the wounds inflicted 
on the honor, the rights, and the interest of the nation 
which I have the honor to represent. 

I embrace this opportunity to renew to you, Mr. Acting 
Secretary of State, the assurances of my most distinguished 
consideration. 

M. E. DE GOROSTIZA. 

To the Hon. Assur Dicktns, 

Acting Secretary of State of the United States. 





Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 


Drrantment or Strate, 
Washington, October 13, 1836. 
The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the United 
States, has Jaid before the President the communications 
from Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from Mexico, dated the 4th of August, and 
those subsequently received on the same subject, together 
with Mr. Forsyth’s memorandum, and Mr. Gorostiza’s ex- 
planations of the conference of the 23d ultimo. Mr. 
Gorostiza’s note of the 28th of July had been previously 
transmitted to the President, at the Hermitage. 


| to do. 
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tants of Mexico, so far qualifies that engagement as to re- 
lieve the United States from the necessity, and thus take 
away from them the right to pass the frontier for that 
object. 

But the right which results from the obligation of the 
Government to the people of the United States remains, 
like the obligation itself, in fall force. Over that Mexico 
can exercise no control ; nor can she either qualify or také 
it away. It is founded on the great principle of self-preser- 
vation, which, as it constitutes the first and highest duty of 
all states, forms the very essence of the law of nations. 
The present inability of Mexico to restrain the Indians 
within her territory from hostile incursions upon the citi- 
zens of the United States, if they should once be engaged 
in hostility near the frontier, and the barbarous character 
of their warfare, which respects neither the rights of na- 
tions nor of humanity, render it imperative on the United 
States to adopt other means for the protection of their citi- 
zens, What those means should be must depend upon 
the nature of the danger. Should that require the tempo 
rary occupation of passes beyond the frontier, the duty of 
self-defence gives them the right to such occupation. It 
needs no justification but the necessity which led to it. 
But, least of all, could it afford just ground of complaint to 
Mexico, since it would be the result of her own non-fulfil- 
ment of the stipulations of the treaty, and since the United 
States would be doing only what she herself had engaged 
Mexico, indeed, would have reason to congratulate 


' herself that the United States had found means to prevent 
| evils for which, except fur her own inability to prevent 


them, she would herself be responsible. 
It is with these views of the stipulations of the treaty, 


; and of the principles of national law applicable to the sub- 


The undersigned is directed to acquaint Mr. Gorostiza | 


that the Presideni has given the fullest consideration to the 
request made by the Mexican Government, through Mr. 
Gorostiza, for the recall of the instructions transmitted to 
General Gaines, respecting the temporary occupation of a 
post within the territory heretofore claimed by Mexico, in 
case such occupation should be found necessary for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers of the United States. 

By the 33d article of the treaty between the United States 
and Mexico, each party binds <itself to restrain, by force, 
the Indians within its limits from all hostile incursions upon 
the inhabitants of the other. It is well known that, at 
present, Mexico is unable to fulfil her part of this stipula- 
tion. The United States have, therefore, the double duty 
to perform, of preventing their own Indians from hostile 
incursions into Texas, and of preventing those of Texas 
from entering into the United States. Their first obliga- 
tion is to Mexico under the treaty: the second, is to the 
people of the United States, to whom, as a paramount 
duty, the Government owes safety and protection. If, by 
the failure of Mexico to fultil her part of the obligation, it 
becomes necessary for the United States to occupy a por- 
tion of the contiguous Mexican territory, in order to be 
able to perform that duty, they have, from the necessity, 
the right to do so. 

It is true that, from the fulfilment of this engagement to 
Mexico, the United States may be released by Mexice. 
And the objection made by that Government, through Mr. 
Gorostiza, to the troops of the United States passing the 
frontier for the purpose of restraining the Indians of the 
United States from hostile incursions against the inhabi- 
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ject, and of his own obligations under the circumstance, 
that the President has acted. All the instructions to Gen- 
eral Gaines have restricted him to such occupation as may 
be found a necessary measure of self-defence. And those 
under which he or his successor is now acting, fall far with- 
in the principles which have been just set forth. He has 
been directed not to advance into the territory claimed by 
Mexico, and, if he should have advanced, to retire, unless 
the Indians are actually engaged in hostilities against the 
citizens of the United States, or unless he has undoubted 
evidence that such hostilities are intended and are actually 
preparing within that territory. 

These instructions the President connot recall consistently 
with the obligations of the high trust coufided to him by 
the people of the United States, unless he shall be satisfied 
that the danger of such hostilities no longer exists. 

If Mexico were ina condition to control the Indians 
witbin the territory heretofore occupied by her, such instruc- 
tions would have been unnecessary, and would never have 
been given. The President would have relied upon the 
treaty ; and the dangers against which he now finds it his 
duty to guard, it would have been the duty of Mexico to 
prevent. 

Notwithstanding Mr. Gorostiza’s more limited admission 
of the rights of the United States, it cannot be justly de- 
nied that, if either of the contingencies provided for in the 
instructions to General Gaines actually existed, and were 
known to the President, it would be his duty immediately 
to take the measures which General Gaines is now autho- 
rized to take when such contingency shall have happened. 
As the danger was represented to be imminent, and the 
distance of the frontier exposed to it is great, the charge of 
ascertaining the existence of these contingencies was con 
fided to the commanding general. It was confided to him, 
however, with all the admonitions necessary to secure its 
faithful execution; and it is to be exercised under all the 
responsibility, moral and official, which the importance of 
the consequences resulting from it may create. His pro- 
procedings will be open for inquiry ; and the undersigned is 
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authorized to assure Mr. Gorostiza that the President will 
sanction no disregard of the instructions which have been 
given for his government. 

To these instructions others have been added, enjoining 
the commanding general scrupulously to respect the rights 
of Mexico under the treaty, and religiously to observe and 
maintain a strict neutrality in the contest between Mexico 
and Texas. 

Though it may be unnecessary, yet, for greater safety, 
the attention of General Arbuckle, who succeeded General 
Gaines in the command of the western frontier, will be 
particularly directed to the proper observance of these in- 
structions. 

Whether any portion of the troops of the United States 
are now at Nacogdoches, or within the territory heretofore 
claimed by Mexico, the undersigned is unable to state. 
Mr. Gorostiza was informed by Mr. Forsyth, in the con- 
ference of the 23d ultimo, that it appeared by letters to 
General Gaines, from one of his subaltern officers, that 
some troops of the United States were at Nacogdoches. It 
would appear, by information in the War Department, that 
they were there on the 4th ultimo. But no intelligence 
has been received since the conditional directions given by 
the President in respect to the withdrawal or continuance 
of the troops at that place. Hence Mr. Gorostiza will per- 
ceive that, until the arrival of further information, which 
may be looked for in a short time, no positive answers can 
be given to his inquiry on the subject. It will be gratify- 
ing to the President to learn that, under the conditional 
instructions given to General Gaines, that officer, or his 
successor, may have found himself authorized to withdraw 
the troops. 

In respect to the pledge offered by Mr. Gorostiza in his 
conference with Mr. Forsyth, that the uncivilized Indians 
have not been, and will not be employed by Mexico, or by 
the Mexican officers at the suggestion of the Mexican 
Government, in the war in Texas, or in hostility against 


the United States, the undersigned is instructed to inform | 


Mr. Gorostiza that the President receives it with great satis- 
faction. Reports of a contrary character had been received 
by General Gaines and made known to the President. 
Without admitting their truth, the President had neverthe- 


less deemed it proper to take measures to avert the danger | 
General Gaines was therefore 


which they threatened. 
directed, if he should find it true that Mexican officers 


were exciting the Indians to hostilities against the United | 


States, forthwith to call into service certain volunteers au- 


thorized by a late act of Congress, and to advance with his | 


whole force to Nacogdoches, or the point most favorable 


for protecting the frontiers and putting an end to all Indian | 
The import of Mr. Gorostiza’s | 


hostilities on our border. 
assurances, which the President cannot doubt are made 
with a full knowledge of the views of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, and upon which he places entire relianee, will be 
immediately commuincated to the successor of General 
Gaines. Mr. Gorostiza will perceive, however, that though 
the liberal policy of Mexico of not employing the Indians 
jn the war in Texas, will lessen the danger of an inter- 
ruption to the peace of the frontiers, yet, as Mexico is not 
now in a condition to prevent hostilities on the part of the 
Indians, this assurance of Mr. Gorostiza’s, gratifying as it 
is, is not alone sufficient to justify the President in coun- 
termanding the measures he has taken with a view to de- 
fence against such hostilities arising from other causes. 
The President has given, throughout, the strongest 
proofs of his desire to act in this matter with all the re- 
spect due to the rights of Mexico. When the instructions 
were first given to General Gaines, the urgency of the 
danger was considered too great to admit of the delay re- 
quisite for any previous understanding between the two 
Governments on the subject: By the President’s direc- 
tions, however, all the explanations and assurances which 
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the occasion called for, or which were due to the friendly 
relations between the two countries, were made to Mr. 
Gorostiza by Mr. Forsyth; and the President did not 
doubt that, in the confidence which the well-known good 
faith of the United States inspires, these would have 
proved satisfactory. It was with great regret that the 
President found himself disappointed in these expectations. 
He nevertheless persuades himself that, when more fully 
informed of the motives and objects of the measure (5 
which Mr. Gorostiza has been instructed to object, of its 
limited, temporary, and purely defensive character, and of 
the positive directions which accompanied it for respecting 
the rights of Mexico under the treaty, and maintaining 
the strictest neUtrality, the Mexican Government will cease 
to see.in it any cause of dissatisfaction. 

The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to offe: 
Mr. Gorostiza renewed assurances of his most distinguish- 
ed consideration, 

ASBURY DICKINS. 

His Excellency 

Senor Don Manvex Epvarpo ve Gorostiza, &c. 





Mr. Gorostiza to Mr. Dickins. 
(Translation. } 


Mexican Lecation ExrrRaonpinaRry NEAR 

Tue Unirep Srares oF America, 
Washington, October 15, 1836. 
| The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has learned with 
| most profound regret, by the note dated the 13th instant, 
| which he yesterday received from the honorable Asbury 
| Dickins, acting Secretary of State of the United States, 
| that the President, relying solely on the principle of self- 

defence, has not thought proper to attend to the just com- 
plaints of the undersigned, respecting the violation of the 
Mexican territory by the trooops of General Gaines, and 
| that, on the contrary, he persists in his intention to main- 
| tain the right, which, in his opinion, he possesses, to con- 
| tinue such violations hereafter, whensoever he may con- 
| sider them proper for the better defence of the frontier of 
the United States. 
| _ The undersigned evidently cannot for a moment adinit 
the existence of such a right, because it would be equiva 
| lent to acknowledging that every nation might occupy with 
its troops the territory of another, without taking any fur 
ther trouble than merely to conceive beforehand that there 
| appeared to be a necessity for this measure, and because 
such a right would be a continued threat held out against 
the sovereignty and independence of every other nation 
otherwise, what nation would not desire to strengthen its 
frontier at the expense of its neighbors, if its own convic- 
| tion were admitted as sufficient to justify the act? 
It is also evident that the undersigned cannot accede to 
| 


| 


the latitude which the President gives to the principle of 
self-defence, as applied to thé present case. This princi 
ple would never have been allowed, were it not, as it is, 
founded in justice and reason ; were it not, like all the other 
principles, together composing the law of nations, derived 
from that natural law which the ancients termed the law 
of God, and which, while it fixes upon us the obliga- 
tion of preserving and defending ourselves, equally prohib- 
its us from so doing to the evident injury of a third party, 
unless in a case of absolute necessity, when the danger is 
imminent, when it cannot be avoided by any other means, 
and when the injury apprehended is infinitely greater than 
| that which we are about to occasion. Now, can it bo 

said that the violation of the Mexican territory has been 

produced by a necessity of that nature, accompanied by its 

three inseparable conditions? The undersigned is as yet 

aware of nothing which would lead to such a conclusion. 





APPENDIX—~—VT'o Gales & Sentan’e Meoseter 


A Pe A A 


iA Ses cnsswnrog ie 


iat 


A 


een ail 
all 


ce 


. 
tee 


, 


: 
é 





























From what the undersigned has observed, the supposed 
premeditated attacks of the Indians on the frontiers of the 
United States, have existed only in the imaginations of the 
Texians, and of their partisans ; in other words, they were 
purely and entirely the inventions of such persons, origi- 
nating solely in the malignant desire of injuring Mexico. 
‘The truth of this assertion will be rendered sufficiently evi- 
dent, by a mere relation of the circumstances. So long 
as the colonists of Texas remained in submission to the 
laws-of Mexico, nothing was heard of any desire on the 
part of those Indians to commit hostilities against the Uni- 
ted States; this, too, although since 1832 there has not 
been a Mexican soldier at Nacogdoches, nor anywhere else 
near-the frontier; neither was any thing said about Indi- 
ans during the whole period of the rebellion in Texas, be- | 
fore or after the capture of Bejar by the Texians, until the | 
month of March, when the Mexican army, victorious at | 
all points, passed the Brassos river. There was then no — 
doubt that it would soon reach the Sabine, and then, for | 
the first time, it was pretended that fifteen hundred Indi- | 
ans and Mexicans were within a few miles of Nacogdoches, | 
laying waste the country with fire and sword—a gross | 
falsehood, invented solely for the purpose of inducing Gen. | 
eral Gaines to approach the Sabine with his troops, as he | 
in fact did. But, after the battle of San Jacinto, the 
danger to which the Texians had been exposed disap- 
peared, and the Indians also disappeared in consequence. 
General Gaines, who had a few days before called 
for a thousand mounted riflemen to enable him to meet 
an enemy considered still more formidable, then con- 
fessed that the alarm was false, and that those reinforce- 
ments were not needed. A calm ensued, which continued | 
just so long as it was believed in Texas that the Mexican | 
Government would confirm the treaty, which nothing but 
force could have induced General Santa Anna to sign ; 
but when, about the end of June, it was known that Mex- | 
ico was preparing for a new campaign, immediately, as if | 
by enchantment, the hostile Indians again appeared, ac- 
cording to the statements of the Texian commissioners | 
who went to Matamoras to effect an exchange of prisoners, | 
according to the information given by the Texiun General | 
Rusk to General Gaines, according to the communica- 
tions received by the latter general from various Tezxians, 
and according to the account given by the Terian Major | 
Sterling C. Robertson to General Gaines of the murder of | 
two white men on the Navisota. At that time, also, did | 
General Gaines consider those same mounted riflemen, 
whose advance he had countermanded after the battle of the | 
San Jacinto, again necessary, in order to oppose the prin- | 
cipal belligerant ; and at that time, also, did the defence | 
of the frontier of the United States require that Nacogdo- 
ches should be occupied, although Nacogdoches is situated 
fifty miles beyond that frontier. Can any thing be more | 
clear? If not, the undersigned would be glad to learn 
what evidence General Gaines has received, to induce him 
to take the step which he has taken, other than from the | 
enemies of Mexico, from those to whuse interest it was 
that the United States should risk their neutral position 
with regard to the territory of Texas. 

Now, if there never has been really any danger; if these 
rumors, from the very circumstance of the source from 
which they were derived, ought-never to have occasioned 
any alarm ; if a part of these rumors, repeatedly raised du- 
ring the last seven months, have been, some frequently, 
and others constantly belied by facts, what confidence 
should be placed in them? How could such a danger 
ever have appeared imminent? How could it have been 
termed inevitable? In fine, where was the absolute ne- 
cessity for applying the principle of self-defence, and for 
trampling under font, in the name of that principle, 
as has been done, the most eacred rights of a friendly na- 
tion! 
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But the President, says Mr. Dickins, was obliged to 
confide in the information which he received from the gen- 
eral in command on the frontier, and he is ready to pun- 
ish that general, if he should have varied ever so slightly 
from his instructions. ‘To this, the undersigned answers, 
in the first place, that the partiality of General Gaines in 
favor of the Texians is matter of notoriety, and that his 
credulity since he has been charged with the command on 
the frontier, has been so great, that his statements should 
have had no weight with one so enlightened as the Presi- 
dent of the United States: especially since his character, 
and the influences by which he was at that time guided, 
have been so clearly exposed by the Governor of Louisiana 
In the second place, the under- 
signed observes that the punishment of General Gaines, or 
of any other general who may hereafter act in this affair 
contrary to the orders received from the President, can be 
of no advantage to Mexico; it cannot tranquillize her at 
present, nor repair the immense injury which she has eus- 
tained, and may yet sustain, from the abuse already com- 
mitted, or which may be committed in consequence of the 
discretionary power vested by the President in the gen- 
eral commanding on the frontier. Of what import to 
Mexico would be the dismissal of either of these generals, 
if the Mexican territory has been invaded through their 
misconduct? If the effect of this invasion has been to in- 
spire the ‘Texians with greater confidence, and to add to 
their forces thousands of volunteers who would never have 
gone to Texas had they not believed that they could de- 





, pend on material assistance from the troops of the United 


States? If, in fine, by prolonging or repeating the said 
invasion during the period of the approaching campaign, 
the mere presence of the troops of the United States should 
be sufficient to produce embarrassments, dangers, or col- 


| lisions, which might overthrow the best concerted plans 


of the Mexican army? Mr. Dickins will agree wit 
the undersigned, that the Mexican Government coul 


| not receive as sufficient a guarantee which assures it 


against none of the many risks to which Mexico may be 


| subjected. 


Mr. Dickins, on this subject, observes that the instruc- 


| tions last sent to General Gaines were more precise and 
| determinate than the preceding ones, and, consequently, 


that his successor, General Arbuckle, may, by following 
them, more easily carry into effect the wishes of the Pres- 
ident. But, if the instructions to which Mr. Dickins al- 
ludes are those contained in the President’s letter to Gen- 
eral Gaines of September 4, the undersigned cannot agree 
with the acting Secretary of State on the subject. On the 
contrary, he considers these last instructions a thousand 
times more arbitrary than the first: the first instructions at 
least fixed the point at which the invasion was to be made, 
whilst the others leave the general in command on the 


| frontier at full liberty to pursue the Indians, who in his 
| conception might be disposed to commit hostilities against 


the United States, unti! he should reach them, and after- 
wards to take up a position in whatever part of the whole 
Mexican territory he might think proper. 

The President does indeed charge the general not to al- 
low himself to be deceived by his informers, and to operate 
in this way only when there should be a moral certainty 
that the Indians are in some way using the Mexican ter- 
ritory in order to prosecute their plans of aggression. But 
were not the same charges given in different language to 
General Gaines, on the 4th of May and the I Ith of July, 
by Mr. Cass, the Secretary of War? We have already seen 
how far General Gaines was restrained by these charges, 
and how far his successors are likely to be restrained 
by them, if they yield, as he did, to to the same influen- 
ces, and allow themselves to be inveigled by the same 
machinations. And such must certainly be the case, as 
all the accounts which these commanding generals receive 
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must be derived from a country inimical to Mexico, and should refuse to listen to these just complaints, he would 


D ; be under the sad necessity of withdrawing with his lega- 
For this reason, the undersigned has always protested, | tion extraordinary. The undersigned, however, flattered 


must come to them disfigured by rancor and malice. 


ever since his replies to Mr. Forsyth’s memorandum of 


April 20, against the discretionary power with which the 
general in command on the frontier had been invested. 
From his own experience in men and affairs, he was im- 
mediately convinced that such a power would sooner or 
later render its possessor the arbiter of peace or war be- 
tween Mexico and the United States ; and the undersigned 
was too well aware of the value of the friendship by which 
the two nations were mutually bound, not to shudder at 
the idea that all their relations were about to be placed in 
dependence upon the will or the errors of a single individ- 
val. Mr. Dickins explains, and, in his own conception, 
exculpates the United States with regard to this great con- 
cession of powers, on the ground that, at the distance at 
which the President was placed from the theatre of war, it 
would have been impossible for him to provide in any other 
way for the contingencies which might daily occur. But 
France was at a distance from the United States during the 
late difficulties between these countries, and very certainly 
the United States would not at that time have been satis- 
fied if they had seen that an admiral of Martinique might, 
by a single act of his, have at his own pleasure broken 
up the negotiations pending between the two Govern- 
ments. Would they not have said, and with good rea- 
gon too, that affairs of such importance involved a higher 
responsibility than that of one man, whether admiral or 
general ? 

The undersigned must likewise notice the earnest de- 
sire which he has observed in the United States to occupy 
Nacogdoches at all events; and were it not for the assu- 
rances which have been repeatedly given him from this De- 
partment of State, that the said measure had no connexion 
whatever with the future determination of the limits, he 

f®onfesses that he would not know certainly in what light 
to view this earnest desire. ‘The undersigned bears in 
mind that this same Nacogdoches has already been declared 


| 
) 


to belong to the United States by the Secretary of War, in | 


his letter to General Gaines, authorizing him to proceed 
thither; he also bears in mind that Mr. Forsyth, on re- 
ceiving the protest of the undersigned, on account of this 
strange pretension, refused, agreeably to the President’s 
orders, to enter into any explanation whatever on the sub- 
ject. The undersigned has likewise observed that in the 
notes from this Department, as well as in the correspond- 
ence between the Secretary of War, General Gaines, and 
the Governors of some of the States, the utmost care ap- 
pears to have been constantly taken not to apply to the 
Mexican territory, beyond the Sabine, any other appella- 
tion than the contested terri/ory, or some equivalent term, 
as if the existing treaty had not put an end to the disputes 
which had occurred with regard to limits, while the old line 
of Louisiana ran between the rivers Mermento and Carca- 
sieu, that is to say, thirty or forty miles on this side of the 
Sabine. Notwithstanding these circumstances, ihe unier- 
signed repeats that these assurances respecting the nature 
of General Gaines’s movement appear to render it unne- 
cessary for him, longer to dwell on these strange coinci- 
dences. 

Such were the considerations which presented them- 
selves to the undersigned, while he was writing bis notes 


of the 28th of July and the 4th of August. He then, as 


offence gratuitously committed against Mexico, inasmuch 
as there had been no provocation on the part of the latter, 
and there was no legitimate excuse on the part of the Uni- 
ted States. He then demonstrated conclusively the enor- 
mous injury which Mexico would suffer from this inva- 
sion; and he then finally declared that if the President 


— 


himself that this would not occur, because he supposed 
that his reasons would be weighed in the balance of equity, 
and not in that of mere expediency. 

Unfortunately it has been otherwise, and the note of 
Mr. Dickins has deprived the undersigned of all hope. 
The explanations there given, in the President’s name, 
have couvineed him that Mexico has but, little to expect 
from the United States, seeing that its most sacred rights, 
as well as its dearest and most positive interests, are now 
being sacrificed to the shaduw of a danger hitherto imagi- 
nary. Mexico is outraged and ruined, from motives of 
mere precaution, 

In this sad state of things, the undersigned would fail in 
his duty, if he did not take the last measure which is left 
in his power, as the representative of Mexico, and show 
that he feels, to its fullest extent, the injury done to his 
country by the United States, by declaring, as he now de- 
clares, upon his sole responsibility, that, from this mo- 
ment, he considers his mission at an end. 

The undersigned therefore requests Mr. Dickins to send 
him his passports to Philadelphia, for which place he will 
set off to-morrow. 

The undersigned also requests Mr. Dickins to have the 
kindness to present his respects to the President, and also 


| his thanks for the personal attentions which have been 


shown to him during the period in which he had the hon- 
or to be accredited near that personage. 

Finally, the undersigned repeats to Mr. Dickins, what 
he has already had the pleasure of saying to him verbally, 
that he will ever bear in mind the frank and noble man- 
ner in which Mr. Dickins has acted towards the under- 
signed, on occasions which were in truth by no means 
agreeable, and in affairs which, from their nature, were 
much less so. 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, embraces this op- 
portunity to renew to the honorable Asbury Dickins, act- 
ing Secretary of State of the United States, the assurances 
of his most distinguished consideration. 


MANUEL E. DE GOROSTIZA. 
Hon. Assury Dickins, 


Secretary of State of the U. 8S. 





Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza. 


DerarTMENT oF Strat, 
Washington, October 20, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Secretary of State of the Uni- 
ted States, having laid before the President the note of 
Mr. Gorostiza, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the Mexican republic, dated the 15th instant, 
has been directed to transmit the passports requested by 
Mr. Gorostiza, and they are accordingly enclosed. 

The President regrets that a mistaken view of the meas- 
ures which he deemed it his duty to adopt for the defence 
of the frontier, should have led Mr. Gorostiza to terminate 
his mission. ‘The President still trusts, however, that 
they will be more justly estimated by the Mexican Gov- 


| ernment; and that no proper effort on his part shall be 


| wanting to prevent misunderstanding on the subject. Mr. 
now, and for the same reasons, viewed the invasion of the | Ellis will be instructed to offer such explanations at Mexi- 
Mexican territory by the troops of the United States as an | 


co as may be found necessary. 
The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew 


to Mr. Gorostiza the assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 


ASBURY DICKINS. 
His Excellency 


Senor Don Manvurt Epvanpo pre Gorostiza, &e. 
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Message from the President of the United States, on the 
culjee! of the present state of our relations with Meaico. 
House o ntatives, February 7, 1837. afer 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and or 
to be printed. 


To the Senate of the United States : 

At the beginning of this session Congress was informed 
that our claims upon Mexico had not been adjusted, but 
that, notwithstanding the irritating effect upon her coun- 
cils of the movements in Texas, I hoped, by great for- 
bearance, to avoid the necessity of again bringing the sub- 
ject of them to your notice. That hope has been disap- 
pointed. Having in vain urged upon that Government 
the justice of those claims, and my indispensable obliga- 
tion to insist that there should be ‘* no further delay in the 
acknowledgment, if not in the redress, of the injuries com- | 
plained of,” my duty requires that the whole subject should | 
be presented, as it now is, for the action of Congress, 
whose exclusive right it is to decide on the further meas- 
ures of redress to be employed. The length of time since | 
some of the injuries have been commitied, the repeated 
and unavailing applications for redress, the wanton char- 
acter of some of the outrages upon the property and per- 
sons of our citizens, upon the officers and flag of the Uni- 
ted States, independent of recent insults to this Govern- 
ment and people by the late extraordinary Mexican minis- 
ter, would justify, in the eyes of all nations, immediate 
war, That remedy, however, should not be used by just 
and generous nations, confiding in their strength, for in- 
juries committed, if it can be honorably avoided ; and it 
has occurred to me that, considering the present embarras- 
sed condition of that country, we should act with both 
wisdom and moderation, by giving to Mexico one more 
opportunity to atone for the past before we take redress in- 
to our own hands. To avoid all misconception on the 
part of Mexico, as well as to protect our own national 
character from reproach, this opportunity should be given, 
with the avowed design and fuil preparation to take im- 
mediate satisfaction, ifit should not be obtained on a repeti- 
tion of the demand for it. ‘To this end I recommend that 
an act be passed authorizing reprisals, and the use of the 
naval force of the United States by the Executive against 
Mexico, to enforce them, in the event of a refusal by the 
Mexican Government to come to an amicable adjustment 
of the matters in controversy between us, upon another 
demand thereof, made from on board one of our vessels of 
war on the coast of Mexico. 

The documents herewith transmitted, with those ac- 

companying my message in answer to a call of the House 
of Representatives of the 17th ultimo, will enable Con- 
gress to judge of the propriety of the course heretofore 
pursued, and to decide upon the necessity of that now 
recommended. 
¥ If these views should fail to meet the concurrence of 
Congress, and that body be able to find, in the condition 
of the affairs between the two countries, as disclosed by 
the accompanying documents, with those referred to, any 
well-grounded reasons to hope that an adjustment of the 
controversy between them can be effected without a resort 
to the measures I have felt it my duty to recommend, they 
may be assured of my co-operation in any other course 
that shall be deemed honorable and proper. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasatxeton, February 6, 1837. 


| 














Department or Strate, 
Washington, February 6, 1837. 
The Secretary of State has the honor to lay before the 
President copies of papers upon the subject of the r~’ations 
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between the United States and the Mexican republic, 
which have been received since the recort from this De- 
partment made under the reference of the resolution of the 


_ House of Representatives of the 17th ultimo, together with 


a list of unsatisfied claims. 


Respectfully submitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Paesipent of the United States. 
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Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 


Leeation or tae Uniten Srates or AMERICA, 
Mexico, December 6, 1836. 

Sir: I avail myself of the earliest opportunity to trans- 
mit to you copies of all the documents in relation to the 
seizure and imprisoment at Vera Cruz of eight seamen at- 
tached to the United States sloop of war Natchez, Wil- 
liam Mervine, Esq., commander. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very 
obedient servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 

Hon. Joun Forsyrua, 

Secretary of State, Washington city. 





Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consvtatr Unitepn Svates oF AMERICA, 
Vera Cruz, November 3, 1836. 


Sin: It devolves on me to announce to you the occur- | 


rence of an unpleasant affair between the United States 
ship Natchez and the authorities at this place. 

At .an early hour yesterday morning a boat from the 
United States ship Natchez, with eight men, under the 
charge of Midshipman Renshaw, arrived at the ‘* muelle,” 
bearing a letter from the commander to my address. In 
order to convey the letter to me, Mr. Renshaw left the boat 
for a few minutes, and in his absence the men found means 
to procure liquor, and soon became more or less inebriated, 
and a dispute in consequence arose between one of them 
and a fisherman, (as informed, ) which resulted in a person- 
al conflict, but which of the fwo was the offender I have 
not been able to learn. The guards stationed at the gate, 
perceiving what had taken place, rushed down and attack- 
ed the seamen, and at the point of the bayonet drove a part 
of them into the boat, leaving two upon the ground, who 
had received severe wounds in the contest. 

The officer of the boat arrived soon after the combat 
commenced, and did all in his power to quell it; and in 
which he came nigh being struck with the bayonets of the 
soldiery ; but even after the men were driven into their 
boats, muskets (it is said) were levelled at them, when the 
captain of the port, perceiving the intention of the soldiery 
to fire, ordered them to desist. 

I was sent for, and found upon the ‘‘ muelle,” two sea- 
men, weltering in blood, both badly wounded, and the 
other six in the boat, all more or less injured.. 

Mr. Renshaw, now addressing himself to me, remarked 
that the men were too much overcome with liquor to enable 
him to proceed to the ship, the wind being high, and de- 
sired my advice as to the disposition of them. I replied 
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I proceeded to the ship Natchez, and made known to the 
commander the facts which are now laid before you, and 
who will to-morrow make a formal demand of the seamen, 
at the same time assuring the authorities that if, on inves- 
tigation, it should be found that they were the aggressors, 
exemplary punishment shall be inflicted, and if in case the 
authorities still persist in detaining them, he will proceed 
with all despatch to Pensacola, when the case will be sub- 
mitted to Commodore Dallas. 

I beg leave to observe that Rodriguez, the captain of the 
port, has taken a very proper and correct view of the sub- 
ject, and, considering it but the evil effects of liquor, did 
not think it necessary to arrest the crew of the boat on the 
occasion, nor were any objections made at the time to their 
embarking. The commandant general seems disposed to car- 
ry things to extremities, and has intimated that the men are 
liable to a sentence of ‘* procedure,” and which, it is feared, 
without timely intervention, may be the penalty inflicted. 

I am of opinion that the men are not so much to blame 
as the authorities would wish to make it appear in the case. 

T have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- 
cient servant. M. BURRUOUGH. 

Hon. Powuartan E tis, 

Chargé d’ Affaires U. S. of America, Mexico. 





Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consutate or Tar Unitrep States oF AmEnica, 
Vera Cruz, November 5, 1836. 

Sir: The seamen belonging to the United States sloop 
of war Natchez, imprisoned by the authorities of the Mex- 
ican Government on the 2d instant, are still in a state of 
incarceration. 

Enclosed I transmit copies of correspondence on the sub- 
ject with the authorities of this city. The letter of Cap- 
tain Mervine being at some length, I am unable to forward 
it by present conveyance. You shall have a copy of it at 


| an early date. 


At the hour of eight o’clock this evening, I have received 
a letter from the military commandant general of the de- 
partment of Vera Cruz, accompanying other letters to the 
address of Captain Mervine, acknowledging the receipt of 
our respective communications, and which he informs us 
shall receive early replies. In the mean time, I have rea- 
son to suspect that he expects advices from the capital, 


| with which he has communicated in regard to the seamen 


| 


that I thought he had better have them placed in the guard- | 


house, where they could have medical advice, and remain 
till sober ; and accordingly, at his instance, I requested the 
captain of the port to take charge of them, which he did, 
ordering the two that were most injured to the hospital. 
On making a verbal demand for the men this day, the 
officers of Government refused to give them up. I conse- 
quently waited on the military commandant general, who 
urged that ‘*the seamen had infringed the laws of the 
country, by an assault on the soldiery, (although, as [ be- 
lieve, did but act in self-defence, ) snd must abide the pen- 
alty ;’ and would not consent that they should be liberated. 


in question. 

On further investigation of the occurrence, I am the 
more satisfied that the American seamen were but little in 
error, Iam engaged in taking the depositions of witnesses 
on the subject, copies of which shall be forwarded to the 
legation; and from all that I can learn, the seamen were 
not the assailants, but were barbarously attacked by the 
Mexican soldiery, and the fishermen of the country, and 
inhumanly treated by an overwhelming force, armed with 
loaded muskets and fixed bayonets; and I again repeat, 
that the generous, humane, and officer-like conduct of Mr, 
Rodriguez, the captain of the port, was their salvation. 
The arms were directed at the inebriated crew after they 
had reached their boat, and on whom they, the soldiery, 
doubtless would have fired, had the captain of the port’s 
timely interference not prevented it at this crisis. In short, 
I wish it may be understood, as I trust it will be hereafter 
proven, that the soldiery of this Government were the offend- 
ers, and not the American seamen ; the latter were attacked by 
the former, and who only, as it would appear, acted in self- 
defence. The poor fellows were put in stocks, and there 
kept for two days, since which they have been removed to 
another part of the town, and probably are at this time in 
heavy irons. I shall endeavor to ascertain to-morrow 
whether they are supplied with sufficient sustenance ; but 
doubt if [ shall be permitted to see then. 





es 


APPENDIX—To Gales § Seaton’s Register. 


199 





Mexican Affairs. 








The proceedings of the military commandant general in 
this case are, as I am informed, condemned by both the 
civil and maritime authorities of Vera Cruz. I hope that 
you will be pleased to take such measures as are necessary 
for the release of our countrymen, all of whom are fine- 
looking able-bodied seamen, and whose lamentable situation 
at this time calls forth the sympathy of all foreigners at this 
place. Commandant General Vasquez is resolved (as it is 
stated) to detain the men, and try them by the laws of this 
country. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. BURROUGH. 

Hon. Powuatan Exuis, 

Chargé d'affaires U.S. of America, Mexico. 


Captain Mervine to the Commandant Vera Cruz. 


U. 8. Sair Narcaxz, (off island Sacrificios, ) 
November 2, 1836. 
Sir: It has just been reported to me that an affray of a 
very unpleasant nature has this day occurred on the quay, 
at Vera Cruz, between a party of Mexican soldiers and the 
crew of the boat belonging to the ship under my command, 
during a momentary absence of the officer in charge of said 
boat. J have therefore to express to your excellency my 
sincere regret at the occurrence, and to assure you that, if, 
upon inyuiry, the provocation shall appear to have origi- 
nated from the crew, the offenders shall receive merited 
punishment. 
Very respectfully, I have the honor to be your excel- 
lency’s obedient servant, 


WM. MERVINE, 
Com’g U. S. sloop of war Natchez. 

To Jose Atnana, Military Commandant 
General of Marine Department of Vera Cruz. 





Mr. Burrough to the Captain of the Port of Vera Cruz. 


Consuxate of tur U. 8, A. at Vera Cruz 
November 3, 1836. 
Six: I request that the boat’s crew of the United States 
ship Natchez, consisting of eight men, and which, at the 
instance of the officer in command, was, on account of in- 
ebriety, yesterday placed under your charge, may now be 
liberated. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

' M. BURROUGH. 

lo the Carrarn of the port of Vera Cruz. 





The Captain of the Port of Vera Cruz to Mr. Burrough. 
{ Translation. ] 


Captaincy or THe Pont or Vena Crez. 


It not being within my attributes to dispose of the A meri- 
can seamen who were arrested by the principal guard, 
by reason of their having been transferred to the military 
commandant of this place, you should address your solici- 
tation to the said commandant. 

This | have the honor to say in reply to your polite offi- 
cial note of this date. 
God and liberty. Vera Cruz, November 4, 1936. 

MANUEL RODRIGUEZ. 
The Consvut of the United States of North America. 





Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consutare or THe Unireo Srates or Amenica, 
Vera Cruz, November 7, 1836, at‘94 P. M 
Sin: You will receive herewith copies of correspond- 
ence, &c., in relation to the seamen of the United States 
ship Natchez, who still remain in prigon. 
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No official reply has yet been received by the commander 
of the Natchez or myself from General Vasquez, to our re- 
spective communications of the 3d and 4th instant, de- 
manding the liberation of said seamen. 

I was called upon by the major of the plaza this evening, 
who desired that I would present myself before the fiscal, 
and give my declaration on the subject. I informed him 
that if he would address me an official note to that effect, I 
would reply to it, and declined complying with his verbal 
request, on the ground that I could not admit the authority 
of the Mexican Government to try the seamen in custody 
by their laws, inasmuch as they were individuals engaged 
in the public service of the United States, and amenable 
to the laws of our country, if guilty of offence. Under 
this feeling of a sense of propriety, I am unwilling to lend 
myself to the services of the Mexican Government in any 
manner that might bear with it an admission of the privi- 
lege of the military at this place to punish men in the ser- 
vice of our country—at the same time having observed that 
I had stated to General Vasquez, in a letter covering a com- 
munication of the commander of the Natchez, my views of 
the subject. 

It is possible that my person may be outraged by the au- 
thorities for not complying with their wishes, and very pos- 
sible that the next mail may convey to you intelligence of 
my incarceration with the American seamen, for not ac- 
ceding to the demand made by the officer of the plaza of 
this city. 

You will be pleased to advise me what course it is proper 
to pursue in this case, and whether I am obliged, by the 
laws of Mexico, or my own Government, to givea declara- 
tion under the circumstances detailed, without having re- 
ceived any reply from the commandant general, who, it ap- 
pears to me, has no right to detain the seamen in question 
belonging to the United States navy. 

Captain Mervine will sail on the 9th, as he informs me, 
whether the seamen are delivered up or still detained by the 
authorities. 

No reply to my letters accompanying, requesting permit 
to visit the scamen, has yet been granted ; and whether the 
poor fellows are living or dead I am unable to ascertain. 

I intended to have sent by present conveyance the depo- 
sitions of three persons respecting the affray upon the mole, 
but find myself too much fatigued and indisposed to give 
you copies ; you shall have them by next mail. Suffice to 
say, that these all go to prove thatthe Mexican soldiery 
were the aggressors, and not the American seamen. 

I remain, truly and most respectfully, your cbedient 
servant, 











M. BURROUGH. 
The Hon. Pownatan E ttis, 
Charge d'affaires U. S. of America, Mexico. 





Captain Mervine to Mr. Burrough. 


U. S. stroor or warn Narcuez, 
(off island Sacrificios, ) 
Near Vera Cruz, November 5, 1836. 

Sin: I have the honor to forward you, herewith, a copy 
of a communication I made tu the commandant general of 
the marine department of Vera Cruz, relative to the late 
affray between a party of Mexican soldiers and citizens, and 
seamen belonging to this ship; also, a copy of another, 
with the same reference, to the commandant general of the 
military department ; also the duplicate of a statement of 
the circumstances of the affray as witnessed by the officer 
in charge of said seamen: all of which you will make such 
use of as circumstances may in your judgment require. 

I likewise transmit you the names and grade of the men 
concerned in the affair, and who are now in confinement 
by the Government authorities at Vera Cruz, viz: 

Henry Habest, Samuel Moulden, Samuel Long, Thomas 
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Davis, Richard Freeman, James Hoover, Nathaniel Groves, 
John Williams—all seamen. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. MERVINE, 
Commanding U. S. sloop of war Natchez. 
To M. Burnoven, Esq., 
U. S. Consul at Vera Cruz, Mexico. 








in stocks, and are to be arraigned before a foreign tribunal, 
not simply for a misdemeanor, but as felons, and that your 
excellency intimated the probable result would be convic- 
tion and sentence to the “ball and chain,” and six years’ 
employment in sweeping the streets of Vera Cruz. I ap- 
peal to your sense of justice, what is there in the circum- 
stances detailed above to justify their close and humiliating 
confinement, and inuch less the extreme severity contem- 
plated against them ? 

But there are some other features of the case which 
should induce the authorities at Vera Cruz to avoid a course 
of procedure calculated to give extensive publicity to ox 
perpetuate the memory of the affair. 

Let it be recollected that these men were only eig!i( in 
number; one or two of them remained inactive; all were 
entirely unarmed with any thing like offensive weapon-, 
having but two boat-hooks among them ; that, oppused to 
them, were twice or three times their number, variously 
armed--some with cutlasses, others with muskets with 
fixed bayonets, and others still with fragments of stone, 
which were liberally plied; that these dangerous weapons 








ee 


Captain Mervine to the Commandant of Vera Cruz. 


U. S. stoor or war Natcarz, 
(off island Sacrificios, ) 
Near Vera Cruz, November, 3, 1836. 


Sin: Immediately upon receiving intelligence of the 
affray which yesterday occurred on the quay at Vera Cruz, 
between a party of Mexican soldiers and citizens on the 
one side, and the crew of a boat belonging to this ship on 
the other, I addressed a communication to one of the de- 
partments of the police of the city, expressive of my pro- 
found regret at the unfortunate occurrence, and assuring 
him that if, on inquiry, the provocation should appear to 
have originated from the American seamen, the offenders | were freely used, as the number and severity of the wounds 
should receive condign punishment. Not being acquainted | given by them will testify. No officer of the guard inter- 
with the limits of jurisdiction prescribed to the different de- | posed to prevent violence, and an officer did supply the 
partments of the said police, I addressed myself to the com- | soldiers with ball-cartridges, with which the muskets 
mandant general of thé marine, who, I have subsequently | were actually charged; and thus charged, were delib- 
learned, has not legal cognizance of the affair; and I have | erately levelled at their opponents, now inoffensive—some 
had the mortification to see the communication, for this | lying on the ground, stupified by wounds ; the rest, a part 
simple fact, returned unnoticed. maimed, driven by overwhelming numbers and deadly arins 

Having been advised that your excellency is the proper | into the boat, and even in this predicament must have been 
functionary to be addressed un this occasion, | now repeat | massacred but for the humane and energetic interposition 
my sincere regret at an incident of so unpleasant a nature, | of the captain of the port, who arrived at the critical mo- 
and my assurance that I ain prepared to take the necessary | 1aent when the muskets were on the point of being dis- 
measures to ensure a punishment proportionate to the degree charged: and then, in view of these facts, and the part 
of culpability, if any shall be found attaching to the seamen. | enacted by the seamen, (as already described,) decide 

The United States consul informs me that the said note | whether this be not au occasion for mutual sorrow, recip- 
was submitted to your perusal, but that you refused to | rocal charity, and forgetfulness. 
take official notice of it because it was addressed to another This was my impression from the first, and the letter, 
officer, and that you assured him it was determined to de- | above referred to, was adapted accordingly ; and it is with 
tain the seamen for trial for violating the laws of Mexico, | great pain that I find myself unavoidably drawn into these 
and further efforts for their release, on his or my part, | details. I therefere fee! myself constrained to solemnly 
would be ineffectual; nothwithstanding which, I have | protest against the detention of these men—as not to he 
deemed it imperative on me to officially address your ex- | justified by the circumstances of the case; as an act of ill- 
cellency on the subject, in order that I might leave no prop- | faith, inasmuch as they are not in custody from a formal 
er means unemployed for preserving the harmony of the | arrest; for they were delivered to the*police by the officer 
two Governments, which I believe would be endangered if | of the boat and the United States consul, for the preven- 
the course you contemplate were presisted in. 1 could not | tion of further outrages on either side, and for safe-keeping 
have anticipated that the affair, though extremely unpleasant — till they could be returned to the. ship—themselves being 
in itself, would be magnified into the importance Which it ; too much disabled to manage the boat in the rough state of 
appears to have acquired; nor could I have deemed it | the sea; as a want of comity toward a natin allied to the 
material to which of the departments my letter might be | Mexican Government by a treaty of friendship and cordial 
directed, as the altending circumstances were regarded as | intercourse. I also protest against their being tried by the 
of a nature to dispose the reflecting on both sides to accept | laws of Mexico, as not being amenable to them; for they 
the slightest apologies, and to forget the disgraceful pro- | are a part of the United States naval force, which Govern- 
ceeding in renewed assurances of good feeling and a cordial | ment is responsible for their conduct. Have they violated 
good understanding. It was not supposed to have arisen | the laws of Mexico, or outraged the property or persons of 
from national prejudice, but from the impulse of passion | her citizens, prompt satisfaction will be given upon suitable 
in the parties concerned. It occurred during the momen- | representation, and adequate punishment will be visited 
tary absence of the officer of the boat; the seamen at least | upon the offenders. 
were somewhat excited by a too free indulgence in ardent | But we have seen hat it is a case requiring a very dif- 
spirits, and were, therefore, the more deserving of for- | ferent course of procedure on your part: the offence is 
bearance from those not predisposed to quarrel. ‘The im- | mutual, trivial, (but disagreeable,) and should, therefore, 
mediate occasion of it was some abusive epithets inter- | be mutually regretted and forgotten. 
changed between one of the seamen and a citizen, which In conclusion, I demand their immediate liberation 
resulted in a rencontre between them, inducing others to | Do not, sir, by refusal, accumulate another upon the al- 
engage in the mutual assistance of their friends. ready too numerous causes of dissatisfaction between the 

These, as it has been represented to me, and asT sincere- | two Governments. 
ly believe will appear upon an impartial investigation, are Very respectfully, I have the honor to he, &c., 
substantially the facts involving the culpability of the sea- WILLIAM MERVINE, 
men. Judge, then, of my surprise, not to say indignation, Com’g U. 8. Sloop of War Natchez. 
on learning, by the return of the boat sent to bring off the To his Exc’y the Miritary Commannant Genenat, 
seamen, that they had been put not only in duresse, but of the Department of Vera Cruz, Mexico. 
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Midshipman Renshaw to Captain Mervine. 


U. 8. stoor or war Nartcuez, 
(off island of Sacrificios, ) 
November 5, 1836. 
Sir: In compliance with your order requiring an ac- 
count of the following facts, | have to inform you that, 
about 9 o’clock, A. M., of the 2d inst., I received orders 
te proceed to Vera Cruz, in charge of the third cutter, 


having on board eight men and two officers, (stewards, ) | 


to execute certain commissions with which I had been 
charged. The officer in the fourth cutter, in whose care 


I had been directed to deliver the men, had already left the | 


mole some time, and I, therefore, considered it my duty, 
notwithstanding, to perform the other part of my orders, 
and proceed to the consul’s, after having placed the men 
in charge of the coxswain, whose authority they were 
bound to obey. 


During my temporary absence the men obtained liquor, | 
and I hastened back with all despatch, hearing that a ren- | 


contre had taken place between them and the peuple on 
the quay. On my arrival, I discovered a serious affray 
between our sailors and the military guard, who I observed 
were being supplied with cartridges by a person apparently 
an officer. Several of the boat’s crew were seriously in- 


jured, one supposed to be dead. My utmost exertions, | 


assisted by the consul and other of our officers, who in the 
mean time had arrived on the spot, were not immediately 
effectual in reducing the men to authority, or in satisfying 
the soldiery, who were committing much uncalled for vio- 
lence ; in fact, they appeared instigated by private feelings 
of revenge more than a sense of duty. The situation of 
the crew being such as to render it very dangerous to leave 
the mole in the boat, (a very heavy sea running at the 
time,) I therefore -requested the captain of the port, 
agreeably to the advice of the consul, to have the men 
taken care of until called for, and they were accordingly 
placed in temporary confinement for safe-keeping. 


I deem it proper to add that, during the disturbance, the | 


scabbard of my sword was accidentally lost overboard, and 
hot wishing to carry it about me drawn, one was loaned 
me by one of our officers, and mine handed to the consul, 
to prevent any misconstruction. ‘his occasioned an erro- 
neous report to be circulated that our consul carried about 
a drawn sword for purposes of violence—a report which re- 
spectable Americans and foreigners, and the captain of the 
port, who was present, and acted in a manner highly cred- 
itable throughout, can and will no doubt altogether contra- 
dict. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS B. RENSHAW, 
Passed Midshipman, U. S. Navy. 
‘To Master Comdt. Wu. Meryine. 


-_—— 


Mr, Burrough to the Commandant of Vera Cruz. 


Consutare or Tar U. 8. or America, 
Vera Cruz, November 4, 1836. 

Str: I have the honor to lay before you an open letter 
to your address, which the commander of the United States 
ship Natchez has desired may be transmitted through this 
consulate. 

It will be perceived that the commander of the above 
ship demands the liberation of eight men, constituting a 
boat’s crew belonging to ,his vessel, who have been im- 
prisoned and are still detained in this city, and begs to as- 
sure you that, on an investigation of the charges preferred, 
should they appear to have been the aggressors-in the case, 
exemplary punishment shall be inflicted. 

The said commander protests against the detention of 
the seamen, against their trial by the military or judiciary 
authorities of the Mexican Government, and in which I, 
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in my official capacity, aleo unite with him, and request 
that the said seamen may be forthwith set at liberty, agree- 
ably to the requisition of the aforesaid commander. 
I have the honor to be, sir, %e., 
M. BURROUGH. 
To Crntaco Vasquez, Esq., Militury Commandant 
General of the Department of Vera Cruz. 


—_——- 


Mr: Burrough to the Commandant of Vera Cruz. 


Consutate or tHe U. S. or Amentca, 
Vera Cruz, November 6, 1836. 
| Sra: Being desirous of an interview with my countrymen, 
| the eight seamen belonging to the United States ship Nat- 
| chez, detained in this city, I request you will be pleased 
| to inform me where they are to be found, and grant the 
necessary order for me to see them. 
I have the honor to be, sir, &c., 
M. BURROUGH. 
To Crataco Vasquez, Military Commandant 
General of the Department of Vera Cruz. 





Mr. Burrough to the Commandant of Vera Cruz. 


Consutate or THe U. S. or America, 
Vera Cruz, Novembe*7, 1836, at 5 P. M. 

Sir: I yesterday had the honor to address you a note, 
by which, as consul of the United States, and guardian of 
the rights and liberties of my countrymen, I expressed a 
desire to be informed where the eight men, belonging to 
the United States ship Natchez, at this time detained by 
the authorities of the Mexican Government, were to be 
found, and requested that you would be pleased to grant 
the necessary order for me to see them. 

To my communication referred to, no reply has yet 
been received. [I therefore repeat my request, and beg 
| that you will inform me where my countrymen are at thie 
time imprisoned, and desire that you will grant the neces- 
sary permit to enable me to visit them, and, if circum- 
stances render it necessary, to administer to their comfort. 

I have the honor to be, sir, &c., 
M. BURROUGH. 

To Crataco Vasquez, Military Commandant 

General of the Department of Vera Craz. 





Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


CoysvucaTe or THe U.S. or America, 
Vera Cruz, November 10, 1836. 

Sin: Accompanying, I have the honor to transmit the 
depositions referred to in my last; also, additional corre- 
spondence on the subject-matter of my late communica- 
tions to the legation, among which you may perhaps dis- 
cover one or more duplicates of letters already forwarded. 

The American seamen are still in custody of the au- 
thorities of this city, and whom I have not yet been permit- 
ted to visit, although I have made three applications to the 
military commandant to that effect, as you will perceive 
by copies of letters now forwarded, and whether the poor 
fellows are really dead or alive, 1 am unable to ascertain. 

I am informed that an American citizen, who has been 
engaged in the service of the Mexican Government, (prob- 
ably impressed into the service,) actuated by feelings of 
humanity towards his countrymen, went to the guard- 
house, some days since, in order to gain an interview with 
the said American seamen, who was ordered away, and, 
not leaving the spot at once, was shot down by the sentry. 
Under such circumstances, I am unwilling to hazard a visit 
to the prison, without ‘‘ permit” in writing from the mil- 
itary commandant general, or under the protection of an 
officer. 

The seamen not being delivered up, as Captain Mor- 
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vine hoped would have been the case, after a detention of 
eight days, he accordingly left this morning at an early 
hour. He will touch at Tampico, and proceed thence im- 
mediately to Pensacola, where all the facts attendant on 
the imprisonment of his seamen will be laid before Com- 
modore Dallas. 

When the said men are given up, if at all, I shall take 
their declarations as to the facts connected with their de- 
tention, prison treatment, é&c., and place them in lodgings 
more agreeable to them than those they are at present sub- 
jected to, and deliver them over to the first commander of 
any of our vessels of war visiting at Vera Cruz. 

General Castro assumed the command at this place last 
evening, in place of General Vasquez, but not without 
some feeling of dissatisfaction manifested (as informed) on 
the part of the late incumbent; no blood, however, was 
shed on the occasion. It may, as I apprehend, it will be 
said by the Mexican Government, that General Vasquez 
has been superseded from grievances represented by your- 
self to the authorities, which [I have no reason to believe 
is the fact. The military, and some of the leading civil- 
ians, made a representation of the state of affairs at this 
place, some days before the late occurrence, in regard to 
our claims, to the supreme Government; and, in conse- 
quence of that, he has been removed. 

The present commapdant of this plaza, you will bear in 
mind, is the individual who was in command at Tampico, 
when twenty-nine foreigners were shot some months since, 
and the same who was at your instance removed for ag- 
gressions on officers of the United States navy at that port. 

I shall endeavor to keep you advised, if my functions of 
office are not interrupted by the authorities of this place, 
of all that transpires in respect to the American seamen, 
and other matters of national interest; and, in the mean 
time, hope to be favored with the necessary instructions 
from you, in regard to said seamen. 

IT have the honor to be, &c., 
M. BURROUGH. 

The Hon. Pownatan E tis, 

Chargé d’ Affaires U. S. A., Mexico. 





Deposition of John Morrow. 


Consutate or Tae U. Srares or Amenica, 
At Vera Cruz, Mezico. 


This fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, before me, M. 
Burrough, consul of the United States of America at Vera 
Cruz, being cited, John Morrow, a native of Liverpool, 
aged fifteen, personally appeared, who, being duly and 
solemnly sworn on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God, 
did depose, declare, and say, that, on the morning of the 
2d instant, he happened to be on the beach near the 
** muelle” of this city, when his attention was called to a 
personal conflict which had taken place between a black 
man, (a fisherman, ) and a sailor from the buat of the Uni- 
ted States ship Natchez, and, whilst looking on, saw a 
soldier, with a broadsword in his hand, come upsto the 
combatants and strike the American seaman with his 
sword. The sailor retreated towards the boat, which was 
lying alongside the mole, followed by the soldier, and 
who was constantly striking him till he reached the edge 
of the water. Another sailor of the boat was standing 
near, to whom the people of the country called the notice 
of the soldier, and whom he also struck several times with 
the broad part of his sword. The first-mentioned sailor 
having gained his boat, returned with the boat-hook and 
faced the soldier with it, who, he believes, had a musket 
in his hand. T'wo other soldiers now came down with 
muskets. Deponent, apprehending his own personal se- 
curity, left the mole. 


fexican Affairs. 


In testimony whereof, the said deponent hath set his 
hand the day and year first above written. 
JOHN MORROW 
Done and subscribed before me, 
M. BURROUGH, C. U. 8. 





Deposition of Deidrick Frdmann. 


Consutate or THE U. Spates or Amenica, 
At Vera Cruz. 

This fifth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, personally ap- 
peared Deidrick Erdmann, a native of Germany, aged 
31 years, a resident of the city of Tampico, who being 
duly and solemnly sworn on the Holy Evangels of A\l- 
mighty God, did depose, declare, and say, as follows: At 
about 12 o’clock on the morning of the 2d instant, pro- 
ceeded to the ** muelle” of this place, where he saw three 
or four seamen (supposed to be American seamen belong- 
ing to the United States ship Natchez) standing on the 
north side of the muelle or mole, all apparently more o: 
less under the influence of liquor, and near to them upon 
the beach were as many as seven or eight native Mexi- 
cans, (fishermen.) The parties were wrangling with each 
other. Deponent, apprehending the consequences, being 
aware of the excitement and feeling at this time against 
the American people, (citizens of the United States, ) left 
the mole in search of the officer of the boat, who had pro- 
ceeded to the office of the American consul on business, 
as he was informed. On passing through the gate at the 
mole, and when near the corner of the street leading to 
the plaza, met three sailors and two stewards, belonging 
also to the United States ship Natchez, to whom he com- 
municated what was going on with their shipmates ; and 
not meeting at once with the officer of the boat, returned 
to the mole, and perceived a soldier using his exertions to 
get one of the seamen back to the boat, and which was 
lying on the south side of the mole some yards distant. 
The soldier was pushing the seaman towards the mole, 
the latter moving backwards. At this time a sailor that 
was standing im the boat held up the boat-hook and called 
to the other **to take it.” The latter now turned, and 
moving rapidly to the boat, took the boat-hook in order to 
defend himself. The soldier now cried out to arms, (a 
las armas, ) when he and three or four other soldiers of the 
guard ran to the guard-house and returned with their 
muskets. The seamen were now assembled near their 
boat, who, perceiving the approach of the soldiery with 
muskets in hand and fixed bayonets, advanced towards 
them, and when within a few feet of each other, and near 
the centre of the mole, saw a native pick up a stone or 
fragment of rock, of the weight of 8 or 10 pounds, which 
was thrown at the American sailor having the boat-hook 
in his hand. At the same moment that the stone was 
thrown, the sailor cast his boat-hook towards one of the 
soldiers who had his musket pointed at him. The hook 
was parried by the soldier and struck none of the assail- 
ants, but the seaman was knocked down and badly cut 
about the face with the stone, and who was for sometime 
supposed by deponent to be dead, blood having flowed 
freely. Inthe course of the affray, another seaman was 
maimed and brought to the ground, but in what manner 
deponent did not see. Saw him lying near the edge of 
the mole apparently much hurt. 

The soldiery continuing to use forcible measures against 
the American seamen,’ with the intention of driving them 
into their boat, deponent left the mole, in order to convey 
the intelligence of what was going on to the American 
consul, and which he did. On returning to the scene of 
bloodshed, accompanied by the American consul, saw the 
two seamen who had been, as before mentioned, badly 
wounded, still lying in the same position. The rest of the 
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boat’s crew were in the boat, under the charge of the of- 
ficer, and around which stood several soldiers with arms, 
apparently much excited, besides a numerous assemblage 
of persons, comprising civilians and others of the country, 
among whom were also observed some foreigners. F'ur- 
ther deponent knoweth nothing material in relation to this 
subject. . ; 

In testimony whereof he hath hereunto set his hand at 
the city of Vera Cruz, the day and year first above writ- 
ten. DEIDRICK ERDMANN. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, 

M. BURROUGH, C. U.S. 


— 


Deposition of William Gibbs. 


Consutate or THE Uniren Srares or AmeEnica, 
Al Vera Cruz, Mezico. 


This sixth day of November, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty six, before me, M. Burrough, consul of | 


the United States of America at Vera Cruz, being cited, 
William Gibbs, a native of the United States, aged 38 


years, serving in the capacity of captain’s steward on board | 


the United States ship Natchez, under the command of 
Wm. Mervine, Esq., who, being duly and solemnly sworn, 
did depose, declare, and say, that, on the morning of the 
2d instant, he left the ship to which he is attached in her 


Midshipman Renshaw, and proceeded to the mole at this 
city. On arriving, left immediately for the market, in or- 
der to purchase certain articles for ship’s use; returned in 
a short time to the boat, at which period all was quiet. 


on the mole; and who on arrival saw a Mexican soldier 
with a cutlass in his hand, standing near the gate opening 
upon the mole, engaged in a quarrel with Nathaniel 
Groves, one of the seamen of the boat’s crew of the United 
States ship Natchez aforesaid. 
cutlass raised over the head of the said seaman, menacing 
him. The mariner being overcome with liquor, deponent 
stepped in between the parties, with the view of preventing 
any personal violence, and led the seaman away, implo- 
ring, at the same time, by pacific gestures, (being unable 


who stated that the soldier had twice struck him with his 
cutlass. Perceiving that the Mexican soldiery were col- 
lecting in considerable numbers, and resolved, apparently, 
to beat and abuse the boat’s crew, if not carry things to 
greater extremities, he succeeded in getting seven of them 
into the boat. 

Deponent now sat out in search of the officer of the 
boat, and to whom he communicated and made known 
what had taken place, and who immediately hastened to 
the mole. Deponent also again returned, and by which 
time as many as ten or twelve Mexican soldiers, with 
muskets and fixed bayonets, and cutlasses, had assembled ; 
and likewise twenty or thirty people of the country, (fish- 
ermen and laborers, ) who were engaged in throwing stones 
aud other missiles at the boat’s crew, who had now re- 
gained the mole, to the rescue of their shipmate Groves. 

lhe Mexican soldiery both bayoneted and struck the 
A nerican seamen repeatedly with their cutlasses, and so 
continued to inflict their blows till all were driven into their 
boats except two, who had been brought to the ground in 
the conflict, and who were so badly wounded as not to be 
able to reach the boat. ‘ 

Deponent doth furthermore declare, and say, that he 
saw an officer of the Mexican Government bring down 
cartridges to the soldiers, with which they loaded their 
muskets, and levelled them at the boat’s crew, now in the 
boat, under charge of Mr. Renshaw, but who were pre- 
vented from firing by a person who he was informed was 
the captain of the port. 


The soldier stood with his | 


| 


third cutter, manned with eight men, under the charge of | 
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The officer in command of the seamen, finding that they 
were too much in liquor, besides being badly hurt, to ena- 
ble him tu proceed to the ship, the wind being high, or- 
dered deponent to assist in conveying them to the guard- 
house, near the mole, which he did, and where he under- 
stood they were to be left, in charge of the captain of the 
port, till sober. 

In testimony whereof, he, the said deponent, hath here- 
unto set his hand, the day and year of our Lord first above 
written. 

WILLIAM GIBBS, his x mark. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, 

e M. BURROUGH, 
Consul of the United States. 


Deposition of David Alexander Baird. 


Consutate or THE Unirep Srares or AMERICA, 
At Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

This eighth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, before me, M. 
Burrough, consul of the United States of America at Vera 
Cruz, being cited, David Alexander Baird, a native of 
England, aged thirty years, of late a resident of Mexico, 
who, being duly and solemnly sworn on the Holy Evan- 
gels of Almighty God, did depose, declare, and say as fol- 
lows: that he, at present, is lodging in the house of Ful- 
ton and Bell, proprietors of a hotel in this place, at which 
he was on the morning of the 2d instant, between the 


| hours of eleven and twelve o’clock, informed that some dif- 


| ference haétaken place betwixt a party of Mexican soldiers 
Again departed on duty, and, in a few minutes, was again | 


and the boat’s crew of the United States ship Natchez, and 
that the Mexican soldiery were murdering the American 
seamen at the mole. 

Deponent, in company with Midshipman Skipwith, be- 
longing to the United States ship Natchez, immediately 
hastened to the scene of action ; and, on arriving, saw two 
American seamen lying upon the mole, one of whom he 
supposed to be dead—toth lying covered with blood. Six 
other seamen belonging to the United States ship Natchez 
were in the boat alongsice of the mole, and upon the mole 


| immediately overlooking the said boat were as many as ten 
to speak the language,) ‘* not to strike the poor fellow,” | 


or twelve Mexican soldiers engaged at this time in loading 
their muskets with ball-cartridges, and whose intention, 
deponent verily believes, was to fire upon the American 
seamen, and at whom the deadly weapons were actually 
twice levelled—the men being unarmed, and all, with the 
exception of one, (who was protecting the boat from injury 
against the mole,) were lying or sitting down perfectly 
quiet, being stupified by wounds and the effects of ardent 
spirits. 

Deponent, at the request of the officer of the boat, went 
in search of the master of the American ship Mexican, on 
board of which it was proposed to place the boat’s crew of 
the Natchez until sober. In afew moments deponent was 
again upon the mole, having returned in company with 
Captain Kimball, of the aforesaid ship Mexican, and now 
discovered that the two seamen, one of whom was supposed 
to be dead and had been lying upon the ground for some 
time, had received Srious wounds; one having his upper 
lip and cheek laid open to the extent of two and a half to 
three inches, and the other badly hurt in the leg, upon or 
near the knee joint of the left limb. Deponent observing 
an altercation between [a soldier and] one of these individ- 
uals, who had now attained his feet, though much weak- 
ened and overcome by the loss of blood, went to him, the 
said seaman, in order to convey and assist him to the boat, 
when his interference was resented by the soldier, who, 
using a familiar and abusive epithet, made a pass at him 
with his musket, with bayonet attached. Deponent, con- 
ceiving that his own personal life was in danger by being 
upon the mole, accordingly left it. 
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yesterday, I now repeat, in answer to that received this day, 
that, it not being in my power to grant the request con- 
tained in those two letters, as General Gomez, the com- 
mandant of the place, is the functionary empowered to give 
the necessary orders respecting them, you will be pleased 
to prefer your requests to him. 

repeat to you, Mr. Consul, the assurances of my sin- 
cere friendship, with which I remain your attentive and 
obedient servant. CIRIACO VASQUEZ. 

The Consul of the U. S. A., Mr. Bunnoven. 





General Gomez to Mr. Burrough. 
[Translation. } 
CoMMANDANCY OF THE PLACE oF Vera Urnvz. 


Agreeably to the provisions of laws in force in the Mex- | 


ican republic, I sent to you this morning, by my adjutant, 
a polite message, summoning you to appear at my quarters 


at 10 o’clock to-morrow morning, in order to give your | 


testimony before the proper /isca/, in a prosecytion which 
has been instituted, and in which you were cited as a wit- 
ness. Conformably with those laws to which you, sir, are 


subject, you should have complied with my request, without | 


requiring, as you have, that the summons should be given 
in writing. However, in order that justice may be admin- 
istered as promptly and equitably as possible, I repeat to 
you, by means of this note, my request that you will be 


pleased to present yourself at my quarters at 10 o'clock | 


to-morrow morning, for the purpose above stated. I offer 
you the assurance of my consideration and esteem. 
God and liberty. Vera Cruz, November 8, 1836. 
GREGORIO GOMEZ. 


The Consvt of the U. S. of North America. 





The Commandant of Vera Cruz to Mr. Burrough. 
{'T'ranslation. } 
Vera Cavuz, November 8,1836, 
Dear Sin: As promised in my letter of the 5th instant, 


acknowledging the receipt of a communication from the | 


commander of the United States sloop of war Natchez, 
which was remitted to me through you with your own of 
the 4th preceding, I have now the satisfaction to reply to 
it by stating that, it being evident your request was con- 
ceived in perfect consonance with that of the commander 
aforesaid, and that you also pretend to demand the delivery 
and release of eight mariners who composed the crew of a 
boat belonging to the said vessel, protesting at the same time 
against the judicial proceedings to which they were submit- 
ted, in order to bring to light the motives which have given 


rise to their imprisonment, I have consequently nothing to | 
add further than what I have this day said to the commander | 


of the Natchez in the enclosed answer, which, through the 
medium of your consulate, I have the honor to address to 


him, hoping that you will be pleased to inform him of its | 
contents, considering the same as a reply to your own, and | 
accepting at the same time the assurance of the sincere | 


esteem which I repeat to you, Mr. Consul, as 
Your very obedient and attentive servant, 
CIRIACO VASQUEZ. 
The Consul of the U. S. A., Mr. Burnnovean. 
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In testimony whereof he hath hereunto set his hand, at Mr. Burrough to the Commandant of Vera Cruz. 
the city of Vera Cruz, aforesaid, the day and year first above c U 8 A 

aiktin DAVID ALEXANDER BAIRD. omsuaats or Tas Untrzp Starts or Axsaica, 

Sworn and subscribed before me, M.BURROUGH. | 4! Vera Cruz, November 8, 1836, at 10 o'clock, A. M. j 

| Sim: I have the honor of your note of yesterday's date, i 

The Commandant of Vera Cruz to Mr. Burrough | in reply to my respects of the 6th and 7th instant, refer- ; 

[Transiation. } | ring me for satisfaction to Sor. General Gomez, comman- ‘ 

Vira Cavz, November 7, 1836: | dant of the plaza, touching the subject-matter thereof, 2 

é (Ten sfoleah ae night.) | Being persuaded that the eight seamen, constituting a ¥. 

; aciin : “{ f the naval force of the United States of America 

Dear Sin: As I informed you at six o’clock this evening, part ; ’ . 

when I had the honor to reply to your esteemed letter of | and attached to the United States sloop of war Natchez, 


under the command of master commandant Mervine, are, 
at this time, detained by your authority as military com 
mandant general of the State of Vera Cruz, I accordingly 
addressed you as the only legitimate functionary by whom 
I could be permitted an interview with the said seamen ; 
| but which you have not thought proper to grant. 

| I therefore, for the third and last time, from motives of 
| humanity to the prisoners, address you on this subject, and, 
| as consul of the United States of America for the port of 
Vera Cruz, request an early reply, informing me whether, 
or not, I can be permitted an interview with the aforesaid 


' seamen, citizens of the United States. 4 


SE anes ai 


I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, M. BURROUGH. 
To Crr1aco Vasevez, Esq., 

Military Commandant General 

of the Department of Vera Cruz. 





The Commandant of Vera Cruz to Mr. Burreugh. 

| Translation. ] 

Vera Cruz, November 8, 1836. i 
| Dean Sin: I have already declared, through my two last 
| letters of the 6th and 7th, and now repeat, in reply to your } 
favor of this date, that Genera] Gomez, as commander of . 


the plaza, is the person to whom you should resort with 

your instances, whether it be to know the place where your 

| countrymen, the eight mariners of the sloop of war Natchez, 
are imprisoned, or to communicate with them, as you also 
desire. 

This fact being granted, if, notwithstanding the frank 
and unequivocal reply which I have already made to your 
two first letters, and am now engaged in making to the lk 

| third, you still insist that I am the functionary to whom | : 
you should address your petitions, I shall be under the dis 

, agreeable necessity of refusing them, because J cannot in- 

| vade the attributes of another authority, although he may 

be dependent upon mine, who am the superior of the d: 

partment. 

Desist then, sir, from an attempt which can be produ 
| tive only of embarrassment to your noble objects, and in 
| which I feel that you cannot but be pleased at being per 
suaded that Mr. Gomez will attend to your instances or 
question, conformably to his duties as prescribed towards 
the nation, and towards you, as consul of the United 
| States of North America. 

This occasion affords me another opportunity of rence 
ing to you, with pleasure, the assurance of the sinccre re- 
gard with which [ am your very obedient servant, 

CIRIACO VASQUEZ 

Mr. Burrovea, the Consul 

of the United States of America. 





The Commandant of Vera Cruz to Captain Mervine 
(Translation. } 
Vera Cruz, November 8, 1836. 
Dean Sin: From the tenor of your esteemed favor of 
the 3d instant, it is manifest, the information given to you 
in relation to the occurrence of the 2d, between the seamen 
of a boat belonging to the corvette under your command and 
the guard of the mole at this port, was communicated by 
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some passionate person, who, not having spoken with ve- | 


racity, bas caused you to believe that the said seamen have 


not committed a crime, but a trifling fault, to which we | 


had on our part contributed; and that they were attacked 
with fire arms and swords by the armed force, and a por- 
‘tion of the inhabitants of the place who joined in the con- 
test. Such inexact information betrays the bad faith of 
him who gave it; since it is public and notorious that the 
seamen made an armed resistance against a soldier. and 
corporal of the guard of the mole, who, in compliance with 
their first duty, hastened towards the seamen with the view 
of reducing them to order; but the energetic resistance 
which they made rendered it necessary, in order to quiet them, 
to call for additional troops, who alone (and none of the 
inhabitants) met them with arms—which were muskets and 
swords, the same as are use by men of their profession in 
all parts. Nor is this bad faith the less betrayed by the 
fact of your having been assured that the said seamen were 
about to be assassinated, and that they were not arrested 
by the guard of the mole. Nothing else than their arrest 
was thought of, as in effect the object of the guard was 
thereby attained ; and the corporal of the guard received a 
contusion in attempting to quiet the seamen who had been 
so disorderly, and in causing them to abandon the hostile 
attitude which they maintained, armed with boat-hooks, 
knives, oars, and pieces of wood. They were apprehend- 
ed by the officer of the guard, acting of his own accord, 
who, at the instance of the consul of your nation, placed 
them at the disposition of the competent authority, and not 
at that of the police, as you have been falsely informed. 

The facts being now put in their true light, you will see 
that this is not a trifling matter of reciprocal charity and 
forgetfulness, although it may be one of mutual regret ; for 
between friends, between nations allied by solemn treaties 
of amity and cordial relations, the perpetration of offences 
60 unjust and audacious as that committed by the seamen 
of the corvette under your command, is always productive 
of that sentiment. And you will also see that in their im- 
prisonment and condemnation there is no want of respect 
to any one; but that a proper use has been made of the na- 
tion’s right to chastise those who offend against it—a right 
incontrovertibly possessed by every nation in the universe. 
Will you then pretend that mine is in a worse condition 
than all others, and does not possess the right which ema- 
nates from its security and sovereignty, to chastise the in- 
dividuals of the vessel under your command? If so, you 
cannot have fixed your mind upon the code of national 
law, for such an immunity of it would be a subversion of 
social order, and calculated to keep the world in continual 
war. Bear in mind the principles and doctrines of that 
universal code, and you will be convinced of the legality of 
the jurisdiction of nations to punish those who injure and 
offend them. But, even admitting that it may not be thus 
determined by that code, such jurisdiction would unques- 
tionably hold good with mine, by the right of retaliation, 
since in the United States of America persons belonging to 
the navy and army of this republic have been tried and 
sentenced without there being any ground of complaint, as 
well as by the principle that what one nation regards as 
just for itself, the same should be held as proper for an- 
other, 

The seamen of the corvette under your command, by 
unjustly attacking and wounding members of the guard at 
the mole, who repaired thither for the purpose of reducing 
them to that order which they had transgressed by their 
haughtiness or druykenness, have been guilty of a heavy 
crime, according to our laws, They are now under trial 
before the competent authority, which is, notyithstanding 
what you say to the contrary, unquestionably within the 
jurisdiction of the nation; and, until the cause is termina- 
ted, I shall be under the painful necessity of refusing to de- 
liver up these men, wholly and entirely, as you demand— 
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although I confide in the sincerity of your promise to pun- 
ish them if they should be found delinquent—inasmuch as 
by the laws of this country, I have neither power to grant 
pardon, nor to dispense with their execution, but on the 
contrary am bound to see them applied in all cases that 
may occur. 

If, as you assert, there exists a number of causes of com- 
plaint vetween the two Governments, the trial of the before 
mentioned seamen, against which you protest, guided by 
false statements and equivocal doctrines, cannot serve to 
nourish that discontent, even if protests were solicited for 
the purpose, because your Government is too enlightened 
to be ignorant of what constitutes the jurisdiction of na- 
tions, and that offence cannot be taken by any other when 
they make use of their perfect rights. For this reason I 
flatter myself that this just and regular act will not be pro- 
ductive of that painful and gloomy influence which you in- 
sinuate, even with repetition, no doubt in entire sincerity ; 
while I am pained at not being able to comply with your 
wishes touching the delivery of the seamem aforesaid. 

With such a motive, I have the satisfaction of offering 
to you all my consideration, as your most affectionate 
friend and attentive servant. 

CIRIACO VASQUEZ. 
The Commanper of the U. S. sloop of war Natchez. 


Mr. Burrough to General Gomez. 
sf 


Consucare or THe U. S. of America, 
At Vera Cruz, November 9, 1836, 
at half-past 9 o'clock, A. M 

Sin: In reply to your communication of yesterday, I 
beg to acquaint you that I do not acknowledge the jurisdic 
tion of a military tribunal over my countrymen, and that 
even if such a monstrous principle could be admitted, I 
should still, as consul of the United States, be bound ex 
officio to protect and defend them, and to see that justice 
was impartially rendered them—a circumstance that alone 
precludes my appearing as a witness against them. 

But I havo a still stronger objection to urge, and it is, 
that, having referred the whole matter to the consideration 
of the chargé d'affaires for the United States in Mexico, I 
do not feel authorized to take any further step whatever 
therein, until I receive his advice and instructions. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, M. BURROUGH. 
To Gen. Garconto Gomez, 

Commander of the plaza of Vera Cruz. 





Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consuuate or THe U. 8. of America, 

At Vera Cruz, November 12, 1836. 
Having received nothing from you by the two last 
mails, I am fearful that my letters have miscarried, or at 
least the one under date of the 2d instant, conveying to 
you intelligence of the occurrence at this place on that day, 
between the Mexican soldiery and the boat's crew of the 
United States ship Natchez. 

Affairs in relation to the prisoners remain as when I last 
had the honor to address you on the subject. The author- 
ities have had no further conference with me, pro or con 
I have been informed, indirectly, that four of the seamen 
are confined in the hospital, two of whom have been at the 
point of death, from the bayonet wounds received; it is also 
stated that the other two were this day examined by the mil- 
itary authorities touching the facts of charges alleged. The 


Sin: 


result of their examination, or of the state and condition of 
the others, I have not been able to learn. 

If the Government of the United States can bear all that 
has recently transpired at this port in the way of aggressions 
and outrages on its flag and citizens, I wish no longer to 
have my life jeopardized by a residence in this country; 
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and I do contend that, unless some decisive measures are rth 





: On a sistance, but were ultimately driven into their boat, with 
adopted by our Government, in justice of the rights and | the exception of two of them, who were so badly wounded 
liberties of her citizens in Mexico, our lives can scarcely 


r that they could not retire. At this moment Midshipman 
be preserved. But so long as I remain charged with the | Renshaw arrived. The wind being high, and the sailors 
interests of my brethren at Vera Cruz, my duty shall be | incapable of working the boat, he, on the advice of the 
done, let consequences be what they may ; and if I fall, it | consul, requested the captain of the port to receive them 
will be in a just and virtuous cause. in charge until they were called for on the succeeding day. 

_T have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obe- | The wounded were taken to the hospital. The day fol- 
dient servant, M. BURROUGH. lowing the consul of the United States demanded that the 
To Hon. Pownaran Extis, : men should be delivered to the officer in command of the 
Chargé d Affaires U. S. A., Mexico. boat; but this was wholly refused, and up to this period 
Foca they are detained in close confinement, and the consul 
(whose duty it is provide for their comfort) is not permit- 
ted to see them. From the information received in rela- 
tion to this unpleasant occurrence, it cannot be ascertained 
whether the seaman or the fisherman was to blame if the 
first instances ; but there can be no doubt the men acted in 
self-defence, when the armed soldiery proceeded to attack 
them with bayonets and cutlasses, until they were driven 
into their boat. While in this defenceless situation, some 
of them weltering in their blood, the Mexican soldiers, at 
the instance of an officer who had furnished them with 
cartridges, were in the act of firing a volley of musketry 
into the boat, when their intention was defeated by the 
timely interference of the captain of the port, whose hu 
mane conduct on that occasion saved the lives of the office: 
and crew. If the seaman was the aggressor, still it is be 
lieved this will not present such a case as to warrant the 
interposition of an armed guard to attack a drunken and 
defenceless man, whose life was putin imminent danger by 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Burrough. the assailants. That the balance of the boat’s crew, ani- 
\ siuviod wh di Vertue Odi A mated by those generous feelings which always exist among 
a a eae "Mees go pea rege. men in their condition of life, should throw themselves 
Fae, SreeeEIE Pp. SHAR. | between the bayonets of the Mexican soldiers and their 

Sir: Your letter of the 10th instant, with the accom- 


: : shipmate, whose life was thus placed in jeopardy, deserves 
panying documents in relation to the seamen of the United | 


docu i d | admiration and praise rather than chains and punishment. 
States ship Natchez, reached me last evening, and, on their | ‘There is no evidence of a fixed design to treat with disrespect 
examination, I was struck with amazement to find that 


| this Government, or the authorities at Vera Cruz. 

General Gregorio Gomez had been appointed to the com- | The undersigned cannot refrain from expressing his sur- 
mand of the plaza at Vera Cruz, after his dismissal from | prise that an officer bearing a commission of this Govern- 
the service for improper conduct to American officers at | ment, should have considered it any portion of his duty to 
Santa Anna de Tamaulipas. In the present age, such an | instigate his men to fire upon unarmed American citizens, 
instance of punic faith is nut to be found in the history of | situated as they were, and much less could he have sup- 
any civilized nation on earth. I will not make further com- | posed that the authorities at Vera Cruz would, under all the 
ment on this extraordinary and reckless act on the part of | circumstances of the case, incarcerate them with a view to 
this Government. The day of retribution will come, and | their puishment under the municipal laws of Mexico. |: 
a heavy one it will be for the people Mexico. | is now a well understood principle of national law, that a 
I shall do all in my power to procure the release of the public armed vessel of a foreign Power visiting the ports ot 
American seamen now held in confinement by the arbitrary | a country with whom her Government is at peace, ani 
acts of the authorities at Vera Cruz, and will, as early | conducting herself in a friendly manner, is exempt from 
as possible, advise you of the result. the jurisdiction of such country, for the very obvious rea- 
With great respect, your obedient servant. son that the municipal law of one country cannot change 
POWHATAN ELLIs. the law of nations so as to bind the citizens and subjects of 

another country. Whenever these antagonist principles 
come in opposition to each other, the latter must prevail 
| over the first. If it were otherwise, that good understand 
ing among all nations so necessury to promote harmony 
, " | and concord in their intercourse with each other could not 

LeGaTion OF THE Usrrep weeree vs A eens | be preserved. ‘The undersigned will further remark, that 
Mexico, November 16, 1836. the seamen in question were handed over to the captain o! 

the port with the express understanding that they were to 
be returned on the succeeding day. Under this agreemen! 
he conceives no just reason can be urged for their detention 
at this time. He has therefore no hesitation in requesting 
your excellency that, if the facts be found as herein stated, 
he will cause the seamen aforesaid tb be delivered to the 
| commander of the United States sloop of war Natchez, 01 
| to the consul of the United States at Vera Cruz; and that 
if the officer of the guard shall prove culpable in instiga- 


Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consutate or U. 8. or Amenica, 
At Vera Cruz, November 14, 1836. 

Sir: I have nothing to communicate in regard to the | 
American seamen imprisoned at this city, further than that 
I yesterday received a letter, signed by four of them, in | 
an hospital of this town, stating that they were on Satur- 
day taken out and examined by the authorities. ‘They re- 
quest me to call and see them, but as yet no permission has 
been granted me to visit them ; and whether I shall be per- 
mitted to have an interview with any of them, remains yet 
to be ascertained. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant M. BURROUGH. 

Hon. Powusataw E tts, 

Chargé d Affaires U. S. A., Mexico. 


To M. Burnoven, Esq., 
United States Consul, Vera Cruz. 








Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honor to make known to your excel- | 
lency that, on the 2d instant, a boat and eight men, under 
the command of Midshiprnan Renshaw, left the United 
States sloop of war Natchez, then at anchor off Sacrificios, 
and landed on the mole in the city of Vera Cruz. During 
the absence of this officer, who had orders to see the con- 
sul of the United States at that place, the crew became in- 
toxicated, and one of them unfortunately got into a quar- 


rel with a fisherman on the mole. The guard at the gate | ting his men to the commission of the acts as detailed, he 
repaired to the scene of contention, and with arms fell | may be visited with merited punishment. 

: TT , : . . . . . . . 
upon the sailor, ‘The rest of the crew hastened to his as- The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 


— 
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renew to your excelleney the assurance of his very dis- 


inguished consideration. 
ee POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To his Excellency Jost Manta Ont1z Monastenio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


— 


Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consutate or tur U. Srares or AMERICA, 
Vera Cruz, November 19, 1836. 

Sin: By this morning’s mail I had the honor of your 
letter of the 15th instant, advising that my respects of the 
10th, with its accompaniments, had reached you. 

The American seamen are “yet in confinement, and no 
overtures made on the part of the authorities of this Gov- 
ernment to enable me to visit them, nor has any com- 


munication been received in relation to them since I last | 


addressed you in their behalf, and for which I am willing 

to give the credit to General Gregorio Gomez, the military 

commandant of the plaza of Vera Cruz. ; 
Enclosed I hand you copies of two notes received from 


the prisoners, and whom I shall make, perhaps, another | 


effort to see in the course of a day or two, in case they 
are not released. I have sent them a little money through 
the bearers of the two notes, but am apprehensive that it 


has not been received. Concluding my remarks on the | 
subject of said seamen, citizens of the United States, I can 
but assure you that nothing on my part shall be wanting | 


to the end that they may be released and protected from 
oppression. 


I have the honor to be, sir, moet respectfully, your obe- | 


dient servant, M. BURROUGH. 
The Hon. Powgaran Extis, 


Chargé d’ Affaires U. S. A., Mexico. 





The American Seamen to Mr. Burrough. 


Vera Cruz Hospitat, November 14, 1836. 


Resrectsp Sin: We were informed by a gentleman 
who examined us yesterday, that our ship had sailed from 
this port a few days ago, and that we were left under your 
protection. If such is the case, we should feel much 
obliged if you would make it convenient to call here and 
see us, as we stand much in need of your advice at pres- 
ent. 

We remain, sir, your humble servants, 

HENRY HAVIST, 

JAMES HOOPER, 

SAMUEL LONG, 

R. FREEMAN. 
For the Awertcan Consut, Vera Cruz. 





The American Seamen to Mr. Burrough. 


Vena Cruz Prisox, November 19, 1836. 
Respectep Sin: As we have been discharged from the 
hospital, and are all here in prison, we beg leave to in- 
form you that we are much in want of tobacco, and that 
we are not allowed a sufficient quantity of food, in conse- 
quence of which those that have been in prison all the 
time are getting sick and will be obliged to go to the hos- 
pital. We should feel much obliged if you would so far 
interest yourself in our behalf as to get us out of here, 
ros if convenient, we should be thankful by your calling 
1ere. 
We are, respectfully, sir, your humble servants, 
NATHANIEL GROVES, 
SAMUEL MOULDING, 
SAMUEL LONG, 
JOHN WILLIAMS, 
JOHN DAVIS, 
JAMES HOOPER. 
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Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consutate or Tae U. Srares or America, 
Vera Cruz, November 24, 1836. 

Sir: I beg to advise you that General Antonio Castro, 
the military commandant general of this department, did 
me the honor to call at my office to-day, and stated that, 
having received instructions from the Supreme Govern- 
ment in regard to the seamen of the United States ship 
Natchez, detained in this city, he should issue an order 
for their liberation, and who would be delivered to my 
charge. 

The said mariners have not as yet appeared, but who 
will probably, according to promise, be presented at this 
consulate in the course of to-morrow. I shall take charge 
of them, and dispose of them as I heretofore informed you. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient 
| servant, 

M. BURROUGH. 
The honorable Powaatan Extts, 
Chargé d Affaires U.S. A., at Mexico. 





Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


Consutars or THe U. Srares or America, 
Vera Cruz, November 26, 1836. 

Sir: I have the gratification to inform you that the 
eight American seamen belonging to the United States 
ship Natchez, and who have been detained in prison by 
the authorities of the Mexican Government at this city for 
the period of twenty-three days, were yesterday delivered 
| to my charge by the commandant of this plaza. 
| _ Enclosed I transmit copies of letters on the subject of 
| their liberation. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, 


M. BURROUGH. 
Hon. Pownatan E tts, 
Chargé d’ Affaires U. S. A. at Mezico. 





The Commandant of Vera Cruz to Mr. Burrough. 
(Translation. } 
Commanvancy Generat or THE Department or VERa 
Cruz. 
| I have this day given a suitable order to the military 
commandant of this plaza, directing him to deliver over to 
you the eight mariners belonging to the American sloop of 
war Natchez, against whom a prosecution was instituted 
in consequence of the quarrel which they had with certain 
Mexican citizens, and of the resistance which they made 
to the guard of the mole; hoping that, in conformity with 
what you were pleased to signify to me in the conference 
which we held this morning, they may be chastised by the 
competent authorities of their own nation, according to the 
laws which there exist, and in a manner corresponding to 
the crime which they have committed in this republic. 
With this motive, Mr. Consul, I have the honor to offer 
to you, respectfully, my consiieration and esteem. 
God and Liberty. Vera Cruz, November 24, 1836. 
ANTONIO DE CASTRO. 
The Consut of tne United. States of North America. 


Mr. Burrough to the Commandant of Vera Cruz. 


ConsuLaTe or THE Unirep Srares or AMERICA, 
Vera Cruz, November 25, 1836. 

Six: I am honored with your letter of yesterday, and 
by which I am informed that an order has been passed to 
the commandant of this plaza, in virtue of which the eight 
seamen belonging to the United States ship Natchez, de- 
tained by the authorities of this Government under the ac- 
cusation of infringing the laws of the Mexican republic, in 
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a conflict with citizens of the country, and for resisting 
the military guard at the mole. 

In pursuance of your command, seven of the said sea- 
men were delivered at this consulate at the hour of 11 
o'clock this day, since which, the other has presented him- 
self, and who, it appears, was detained by illness in the 
hospital. 

Responding to that part of your letter by which you ap- 
parently enjoin it as a condition of the liberation of the 
afore-mentioned seamen, that they be chastised by the 
competent authority of my Government, in accordance 


with the laws of the United States, I have the honor to | 


state, that a communication on that subject from the com- 
mander of the United States ship Netchez, under cover of 
a note from this consulate, bearing date the 4th of No- 
vember, has already been made to the then military com- 
mandant general of this department, in which the said 
commander refers to a letter of previous date, addressed to 
the aforesaid authority, expressive of his profound regret 
at the unfortunate occurrence of the 2d instant, and where- 
in he assures the incumbent of office ‘* that if, on inquiry, 
the provocation should appear to have originated from the 
American seamen, the offenders should receive condign 
punishment ;” and there is no reason to doubt the good 
faith of Captain Mervine, commander of the United States 
ship Natchez. But, as this consulate is in possession of 
no testimony that the American seamen are delinquents, 


the converse being proven, and by ample testimony, that | 


they were wantonly attacked and unmercifully beaten and 
wounded by the military guard and other assailants at the 
mole of this city, on the morning of the 2d instant; and 
unless sume proof at least be adduced that they, the said 


seamen, were the aggressors, I am constrained to express | 
my disapprobation of the justice of your requisition regard- | 


ing their chastisement. 
Having already protested against the unjust and arbi- 


trary detention of said American seamen, I now solemnly | 


protest against the inquisitorial proceeding, or trial, insti- 


tuted against them by your predecessor in office, during | 
which, I, as consul of the United States, and ex officio | 


their natural guardian and protector, was excluded all com- 


munication with them, my suffering countrymen, notwith- | 
standing I made three several and distinct applications for | 
liberty to communicate with them, and, if necessary, to | 


minister to their comfort. 


I have the honor to be, with high consideration of per- | 


sonal respect, your obedient servant, 
M.BURROUGH. 


To Axtoxio Castro, Esq., 


the Military Com. General of the Dept. of Vera Cruz. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
(Translation. ] 
Patace or THE Natronat GoyERNMENT, 
Mexico, December 2, 1836. 


The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
has the honor to transmit to the Hon. Powhatan Ellis a 
copy of a communication from the Department of War, 


relative to the delivery to the consul of the United States | 


in Vera Cruz, of the seamen of the American sloop of 
war Natchez, who were imprisoned on account of the 


quarrel in which they were engaged on the mole of that | 


port. 


The undersigned, while transmitting this document to | 
the Hon. Powhatan Ellis, as the result of his note upon | 


this subject, renews to him the assurance of his very dis- 
tinguished consideration and esteem. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Powasaran E tts, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States. 


Mexican Affairs. 








em, 








Mr. Tornel to Mr. Monasterio. 
(Translation. ] 
Department oF War any Manne, 


Section 3d, Commandancy General of the a, 
ment of Vera Cruz, Mesa 1st, No. 718. 
Excertent Sir: In consequence of the superior note 
of your excellency, of the 19th instant, excusing some 
difficulties which embarrassed the termination of the pre- 
paratory proceedings instituted upon the quarrel moved by 
sundry sailors of the American sloop of war Natchez, see- 
ing the merits which sustain those instructions, and fol- 
lowing the desires of the Supreme Government, I have 
this day closed the subject in question, leaving uncompro- 
mited the national decorum, by delivering over to the dispo- 
sition of the consul of the United States of the North, the 
said mariners, who, by their ignorance and excesses, ren- 
dered themselves liable to proceedings which they them- 
selves provoked—that functionary having promised that he 
would send them by the first vessel that offered to the prop- 
er authority, to whom he would recommend that they 
should receive condign punishment for their offences ; and 
in doing myself the honor to communicate this to your ex- 
cellency, in reply to your note aforesaid, I have also that 
of renewing to your excellency the assurance of my re- 
spectful consideration. 
| God and Liberty. Vera Cuz, November 24, 1836. 
ANTONIO DE CASTRO. 
| To his Excellency the Minister of War and Marine. 
| 


Copy : Mexico, November 29, 1836. 
JUAN L. VELASQUES DF LEON. 
| Copy: Mexrco, December 2, 1836. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Burrough.—Eztract. 


| 

Lreation or THE Unitep States or AMEaica, 

Mexico, December 3, 1836. 

| Str: 

| ° ¢ . . 7 ° 

I am exceedingly gratified to learn that the American sea- 
men have been discharged, and trust you may soon have 

| an opportunity to send them to Pensacola. 

| With great respect, your most obedient servant, 

POWHATAN ELLIS. 

To M. Burnoven, Esq. 

United States Consul Vera Cruz. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
{Translation. } 
Parace or THE Nationat GoveRNMENT, 
Mexico, December 6, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, has 
the honor to enclose, herewith, to the honorable Powhatan 
Ellis, a copy of another communication which he has re- 
ceived from the Department of War upon the delivery 
made to the consul of the United States in Vera Cruz of 
the eight mariners belonging to the sloop of war of that 
| nation called the Natchez; and thereupon renews to him 
the assurances of his very distinguished consideration and 
esteem. 


JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
| To the Hon. Pownatan Extis, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. of America. 





Mr. Tornel to Mr. Monasterio. 
(Translation. ] 
DerartTMENT oF War anv Marine, 
Section 3d, Mexico, December 2, 1836. 
Under date of the 26th of November last past, the com- 
mandant general of Vera Cruz addressed me as follows 





| 
' 
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Excettent Sin: Provision having been made by the 
military commandant of this plaza for delivering to the 
consul of the United States of the North the eight seamen 
belonging to a sloop of war of that nation, the Natchez, as 
your excellency was advised in my official note, No. 718, 
of the 24th instant, the said commandant, under date of 
the 25th of the same month, thus reports to me: ‘*In due 
fulfilment of the decree issued by your excellency, embrac- 
ing a summary of instructions about the seamen of the 
American sloop of war Natchez, accused of having drawn 
arms upon the guard of the mole, according to your note 
of yesterday, the eight mariners referred to have been de-- 
livered over to the consul of their nation in this port, 
through one of the adjutants of the plaza, as he was by me 
commissioned to do. And I have the honor to announce | 
the same to your excellency, in reply to your note afore- 
said.” 

And I rerhit it to your excellency for your information 
and that of the excellent President ad interim, to whom 
you will be pleased to say that this business is now ter- 
minated. 

By order of his excellency, I enclose it to you for your 
information and such purpose as you may deem fit. 

God and liberty. TORNEL. 

The acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Copy: Mexico, December 6, 1836. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 
Lesation or Tur Unirep States or America, 
Mexico, December 22, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor herewith to enclose the balance 
of the correspondence between the acting Minister of | 


Foreign Affairs for the Mexican republic and myself, which | 
led to the demand of my passports. 
I am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


POWHATAN ELLIS. 


Hon. Joan Foursyra, 
Seeretary of Stale, Washingt m City. 


Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
(‘T'ranstation. ] 


| 
Pacace or THe Narionat GovernMENT, 
Mexiev, November 15, 1836. 
To the Hon. Pownatan Ettis, , 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. America. 

The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, has 
informed the honorable Powhatan Ellis, through his private 
note of the 3d of October last, and his official note of the 
23d of the same month, that in order to renly to the one 
from his excellency of the 26th of Septe:nber, in which he 
sets forth various reclamations on the part of the United 
States of America against the Mexican Government, it was 
necessary to collect all the important data; some of which 
were to be obtained from different authorities and officers 
both within and without the capital, because they did not 
appear in the Department of Relations; but now, with such 
as are before the undersigned, he hastens to reply to said 
note, although it may not be, upon alli and every point em- 
braced in it, yielding to the urgency of Mr. Ellis, and de- 
siring to give him a prvof that the supreme administration 
of the republic is not unmindful of these affairs, and that | 
there bas not been any the slightest omission on the part | 
of this department, in giving the necessary explanations, 

Before entering upon the matter, the undersigned be- 
lieves that he ought to establish a preliminary basis for the 
better understanding of his reply to each one of the charges 
embraced in the note of the honorable P. Ellis. The 14th | 
article of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation 
subsisting between this republic and the United States of 
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America, provides that both Governments guaranty their 
especial protection to the persons and property of the citi- 
zens of each other, ‘* leaving open and free to them the tri- 
bunals of justice for their judicial recourse, on the same 
terms whieh ure usual and customary with the natives or 
citizens of the country in which they may be; for which 
they may employ, in defence of their rights, such advocates, 
solicitors, notaries, agents, and factors, as they may judge 
proper, in all their trials at law,” &c. ; and hence, from the 
tenor of this paragraph, it is evident that this protection is 
limited to a resort to these tribunals, whose access is thus 
rendered easy, and thet the laws of the country are made 
to bear upon then with all due impartiality. By leaving 
the parties interested to carry on their own affairs, they can 
discuss and arrange the points at issue without the direct 
interposition of their respective Governments, which might, 
in some cases, affect their interests. On the same prin- 
ciple, all those reclamations which have for their object the 
proceeding of officers of the customs in fulfilment of the laws 
of finance, for abuses which may have been committed, do 
not, in any manner, attach to the Executive of the repub- 


| lic, but ought to be examined before the tribunals of the 
| district and circuit and in the supreme court of justice, ac- 
| cording to the order of proceedings established by law, 
| without making them matter of diplomatic discussion, so 


long asthe parties interested are not denied those legal re- 


sources which are open to Mexicans, but without the one 


pretending to rights which the others do not enjoy, inas- 
much as there could not exist two different legislations for 


| natives and foreigners ; and these, all of which they may 
| claim in virtue of the treaty, are, that the latter may be 
| judged by the same laws, and by the same tribunals as the 
| former. 


The undersigned is induced to make this obser- 
vation, because he discovers that, in general, the reclama- 
tions contained in the note now under consideration, are 
confined to the affairs of individuals whose trial and adjust- 
ment belong to the judiciary of the republic ; he will, there- 
fore, leave its application to the several points coming under 
it, and pass to a consideration of them, following the order 
in which they have been placed by the chargé d’affaires of 
the United States. 

The first, relative to the proceedings had at Tabasco upon 
the cargo of the American schooner Northampton, and the 
injuries inflicted on her captain, is entirely unknown to the 
Department of Relations; and hence it is, that, because of 
the relation made by the honorable Mr. Ellis, the necessary 
information has now been called for, with a view to take 
such order on it as the facts mtay justify. 

The complaints of the citizen of the United States of 
America, John Baldwin, against the authorities ef Guaza- 
cualco, form the second subject treated of in the honorable 
P. Ellis’s note; and an examination of the documents in 
the case proves that, whatever may have been the grievan- 
ces which Mr. Baldwin has borne, and however arbitrary 
the acts of said authorities, the party interested ought to 
have sought reparation for them, and punishment of his 
aggressors, before the proper tribunals, whose action was 
alike open to foreigners and natives. Nevertheless, as he 
has placed his cause in the hands of the chargé d’affaires of 
his nation, who has transmitted it to the department in 
charge of the undersigned, the Supreme Government will 
take such part in the same as is proper. What blame can 
attach to the Government, because, up to this time the suits 
instituted against Mr. Baldwin have not terminated in the 
respective courts, seeing that it has constantly done every 
thing in its power, which was to write to the authorities 
urging them to administer prompt and ample justice, by 
placing in their true light the acts of which he complained, 
and punishing those who might prove culpable? This is 
all the intervention which the supreme Executive power 


| has in subjects of this nature ; and the independence which 


has been placed between it and the Judiciary, would draw 
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upon the Executive a heavy responsibility, if it should pro- 
ceed in any other manner to administer the laws by itself. 
In the legation now under the charge of the honorable P. 
Ellis, there are many communications which prove that the. 
Government of the undersigned has fulfilled its duties to- 
wards Mr. Baldwin, as the repeated orders which were 
given to the Governor of the State, now department of Vera 
3ruz, will show that it has never disregarded the obligation 
imposed upon it of giving due protection to all inhabitants 
of the republic, without, however, trespassing beyond the 
limits which the laws designate. 

The undersigned cannot refrain from remarking, before 
leaving this point, that the conduct of said Baldwin has not 
been so circumspect and regular as is stated in his mani- 
festo: since there have been instituted against him six 
criminal causes in the court of Acayucan; and there are 
other complaints against his proceedings, according to in- 
formation lodged by the commissioner of Guazacualco, 
which will be duly made known to the legation of the Uni- 
ted States ; and hence it is, although the Supreme Mexican 
Government might have had power to interpose more di- 
rectly in these subjects, carried away by a desire to relieve 
the party interested from his sufferings, the course which 
the respective tribunals took would have prevented it from 
doing so ; and resting upon these principles, the department 
repelled the idea advanced by Mr. Anthony Butler, in his 
note of the 6th of September, 1833, relative to the case of 
Mr. Baldwin, that it would be treated as a national question 
between the United- States and Mexico; because the case 
of an individual could not assume such a character, when 
it essentially belonged to the judiciary, and the Government 
had done all within its power and authority—much less 
when there were data so litle favorable to the complainant. 
The light, then, in which the affair in question ought to be 
viewed, is, whether the Supreme Government has granted 
to him, or not, due comfort and protection ; and it being 
demonstrated, as well by this clear exposition as by docu- 
ments in the possession of the honorable Mr. Ellis, that it 
has been the first, the Government stands absolved from all 
claim that can be brought against it. But to give a new 
proof of the desire which has always animated it to bring 
about a prompt and happy terminativn of this subject for 
Mr. Baldwin, it has addressed an energetic representation 
to the proper authority, to the end that if there should be 
yet any cause pending, justice may be awarded to him with 
due promptitude and impartiality. 


The documents existing in the department under the ! 


charge of the undersigned, are not sufficient to form a dis- 
tinct idea of the case relative to the occupation of the Amer- 
ican brig Topaz by the Mexican authorities, to convey troops 
from Matamoras to Galveston; and the same have been 
therefore applied for at the Department of War, where they 
ought to be; but from those which are in the possession of 
the undersigned, he adduces that said brig was freighted by 
the commandant of Anahuac to convey the troops aforesaid ; 


and that on the voyage, the mariners, wishing to possess | 
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charged upon the Mexican Government for the death of the 
captain and pilot of the Topaz. But the undersigned will 
carefully examine the documents which he has called for, 
in order to fix these acts and that relative to the detention 
of the schooner in question. 

As regards the case of the schooner Brazoria, it is evi- 
dent, from the respective testimony in the case, that be- 
cause of the bad condition in which she found herself in 
the port of Vera Cruz, in the year 1833, her sale was de- 
termined on; but as the commandant of marine for that 
department informed the Supreme Government that he had 
not, nor was it in his power to give, official information 
whether or not said vessel belonged to the national squad- 
ron, and that he had simply heard it said she was the 
property of a citizen of the United States, pressed into the 
service of the colonists of Austin to transport troops from 
Galveston to Matamoras, and that the owner had abandoned 


| her with protest for loss and damage, it was ordered by the 
| Minister of War that the proceeds of the sale, if it should 


be effected, as well as recompense for the use which had 
been made of the vessel, should be deposited in the treas- 
ury of the same Department of Marine, to cover the loss 
and damage which the party interested had sustained ; to 
which end it was also recommended that a summary inves- 
tigation should be made as to who was the owner. And 


| hence it is, if he had presented his claim as it should have 


been, the same would have been liquidated immediately 
after the passage of the decree in his favor by the Supreme 
Government—a decree issued without any reclamation, 
either official or private, having been made, but prompted 
solely by the principle of justice which sustained the party 
interested. In virtue whereof, as soon.as the documents, 


| legally certified, shall be presented, proving the owner of 


said vessel, and all else that is necessary, suitable measures 
will be taken for such indemnification as may be just. 

The claim of Mr. Aaron Leggett, a citizen of the United 
States of America, for the loss in Tabesco, during the year 
1832, of his steamboat called ‘* Hidalgo,” has been sub- 


| mitted to due examination, and from this investigation it 
| results that, according to contract, and in virtue of the 


privilege granted to said vessel, it was his duty to trans- 
port, gratis, national troops, whenever required by the 
public service, notwithstanding which, Leggett was paid 
at that time one thousand four hundred and thirty-three 


| dollars and one real for freights ; that when the vessel was 


stranded she was occupied in the service of her proprietor, 
and not in that of the republic; and this accident resulted 
from the bad condition of the boat, and from the excessive 
cargo on board; that neither the capital nor the means 
employed by Leggett could have effected the cutting of 


| enough dye-wood to load the eight vessels referred to in 
| his writings, since, according to the declarations of the 


themselves of the money which was on board, formed a | 


plan to assassinate the Mexicans who manned the schooner, 
she being wrecked, and they having escaped in the boats. 
In fact, after having thrown Captain Ryder into the sea, 
and secured the troops in the hold, they proceeded to assas- 
sinate two officers of this republic, when one of them esca- 
ping, gave the alarm; the troops broke open the hatches, 
fell upon the authors of the inutiny, killed the pilot, who 
was the ringleader, and secured the others, in order that 
they might be tried ; and although these attempts of the crew 
were attributed by them to the Mexican soldiery, two cap- 
tains of other vessels of the United States, who arrived 
subsequently at Anahuac, and who believed it tu be their 
duty to investigate the matter, decided against the mariners, 


upon hearing their contradictory testimony. If these have 


contractors for cutting this wood, it was not to have been 
delivered until the year following that in which he suffered 
the damages complained of; that Leggett having disap- 
proved the contract which was concluded by his attorney, 
he could not then reckon upon freight for said vessels ; 


, which annihilation of the contract obliged Messrs. Brown 


and Gallagher to dispose of their furniture and stock in 
trade, in order to pay the contractors for the wood; and as 


| this was situated forty or fifty leagues in the interior from 


the coast, it is evident that, even when cut, some four or 


| five months would be necessary to bring it to the point of 


occurred as stated, it is very clear that no blame can be — 


embareation. Nor could he have had a sufficient quantity 
to load the vessels referred to, inasmuch as it was impos- 
sible to obtain the one hundred and fifty thousand quintals 
of logwood which he mentions, with the small means 
wherewith he was provided. It is also evident that the 
value of Leggett’s steamboat could not be more, according 
to some, than sixteen or eighteen thousand dollars, and 
according to others, from six to eight, and from four to five 
thousand dollars; and that said individual being a debtor to 
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the public treasury for imposts due, he was forced to pay 
them, and a valuation of his effects being made by skilful 
persons, by order of the competent authority, their just es- 
timate was set down at the sum of fourteen thousand one 
hundred dollars, 

In virtue of this exposition, the supreme Mexican Gov- 
ernment conceives itself exonerated from paying to Mr. 
Leggett the sums which he claims for losses and damages, 
sums exaggerated by chimerical calculations, as is also seen 
by the same investigation ; and hence it is the Government 
has determined that the party interested must go before the 
tribunals, whose access is open to him, shuuld he even in- 
sist Opon the matter, which, in its nature, admits of much 
litigation. These provisions, dictated by the Minister of 
War, have been already made known to Mr. Leggett by 
the department in charge of the undersigned, and as he 
has not conformed to them, but has, in place of resorting 
tu the tribunals, as is the law, fur a judgment, repeated his 
instances before the Supreme Government, soliciting a new 
resolution, which, if it can be admitted by the attributes 
of the Executive, the undersigned will have the honor to 
communicate to the honorable Mr. Ellis as soon as it is 
made known to him by the respective department. 

As soon as the Supreme Government received informa- 
tion of a publication made in New York by the captain of 
the brig Industry, Mr. McKeige, referring to what he had 
suffered in Tabasco, and complaining of the proceedings of 
the authorities and employees there, it ordered that a legal 
investigation of these acts should be instituted, which, 
having been done, and it being proved that the judge of 
the district and the commandant of the guard of that cus- 
tom-house were guilty of the heavy charges alleged against 
them, a corresponding suit was ordered to be formed, and 
merited chastisement inflicted. This has been carried 
through all the forms prescribed by law, and, for its speedy 
termination, the undersigned has issued suitable directions 
to the end that, according to its result, just measures may 
be adopted to indemnify Mr. McKeige for the losses and 
injuries which were occasioned him by some individuals 
who, by their mercenary and imprudent conduct, have 
compromited the honor of their nation. 

This is, as regards the imprisonment of Captain Mc- 
Keige, and the sum of money exacted for his own and his 
vessel's liberation, and for the detention of the. latter, since, 
as regards the crew of the same having been obliged to en- 
gage in a combat which occurred between the Government 
troops and other disaflected persons, it appears that the 
mariners entered voluntarily into that labor, and were not 
obliged by force, as the, said captain of the brig asserts ; 
and it further appears that the grievances which the cap- 
tain says he suffered in prision are exaggerated, as well as 
that the military commandant of that city took any part in 
inflicting the wrongs of which he complains. 

With respect to the case of the American brig Paragon, 
the Department of War not having communicated to that 
of Relations the result of the apprehension and trial which 
was ordered against the captain, officers, and men of the 
national schooner Tampico, as the chargé d'affaires of the 
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United States was duly advised, the undersigned has issued | 


a suitable order, that he may be informed of what has oc- 
curred up to this time, with a view to communicate the 
same to the honorable P. Ellis. 

The subject of the detention at Campeche of the Aineri- 
can brig Ophir, reduces itself to the following: The visits 
of the military inspectors and of health were made, and be- 
fore the arrival of the custom-house guard, the captain of 
the vessel demanded, with repeated urgency, that he should 
be permitted to go on shore ; and this being granted to him, 
he maliciously attributed the measure to the captain of the 
port, supposing it had been done to prejudice him, when 
the truth is, it was granted at his own request, and he car- 
ried his impression to such an extreme as to accuse him 
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before a tribunal and to ask his punishment for an act of pure 
condescension. On landing, the captain of the vessel pre- 
sented his private manifesto, omitting his general one, where- 
by he became immediately responsible to the law, for which 
fault the judge of the district, considering that the vessel 
should answer for said general manifesto, which ought to 
have been presented in the very act of coming to anchor, 
agreeably to the requisitions of the law of the 31st of March, 
1831, commanded that she should be properly secured until 
the conclusion of the trial which was about to ensue, and 
discharged the cargo. For this purpose, and fearing the 
escape of the vessel, he removed the sails, depositing them 
in store-houses, and placed over them a small guard, which 
was subsequently augmented ; and he caused the vessel to 
be brought nearer to the city, because of the continued 
threats of her escape, of setting on fire the tar which she 
contained in order to destroy those who guarded her, and 
of others sufficiently insolent and insulling. In the mean 
time, the vessel was condemned to the penalty of confiscation, 
but the captain having appealed from this sentence, and the 
judgment having passed through all its legal forms, the same 
was revoked, the vessel being ordered to be restored upon 
security, as was in fact done, and the captain again taking 
command of her; and when in virtue of this, he could 
navigate freely, he put to sea without any cargo whatever, 
leaving in the possession of the consul of the United States 
all his sea-papers : and this precipitate and clandestine step 
was occasioned by a dispute about the interests which the 
captain aforesaid of the vessel in question had with his 
surety. 

It results from this exposition that the Mexican authori- 
ties have not in any manner exceeded their powers, since 
the detention of the vessel had its origin in the want of her 
general manifesto; but when that was remedied, she was 
declared free, and so returned to her captain. Thus, then, 
it dues not appear that the reclamation in this case is well 
founded, nor is there any justification, so far as the Mexi- 
can republic is concerned, for the injurious and highly of- 
fensive protest against its officers and einployees, which the 
captain of the vessel in question noted before the consul of 
the United States in Campeche, actuated by the grievances 
referred to which he brought upon himself, and which were 
acts determined by law. ‘The Government of the under- 
signed, therefore, believes that that of the United States of 
America has been misinformed as to these events, and that, 
when advised of what has really occurred, it will disapprove 
the conduct of Captain Brittingham, of the brig Ophir, as 
well because of the inaccurate statements which he has trans- 
mitted to it, as of the protest aforesaid, wherein, with as 
much injustice as wantonness and audacity, he alleges so 
many charges against the Mexican republic; and upon 
which particular it does not appear that the cabinet at 
Washington have taken any steps, or even manifested its 
displeasure or its disposition to satisfy in any manner the 
just complaint of a friendly nation for so injurious a libel, 
notwithstanding the same was conveyed to it through the 
medium of the chargé d’affaires of the republic. 

As it does not appear that any reclaimation or complaint 
has been presented, up to this time, to the National Gov- 
ernment, upon the impressment of the American brig 
Martha, by the Mexican called the Montezuina, and as the 
first intimation of this subject which the departinent in 
charge of the undersigned has had, is that communicated 
in the note of the honorable P. Ellis of the 26th September 
last, no reply can be returned to it with due knowledge of 
the facts; and in order to do so, the proper authorities have 
been called upon to furnish the corresponding details and 
information, which the undersigned will have the honor to 
transmit to your excellency with all promptness. 

In regard to the capture of the American schooner Han- 
nah Elizabeth, the undersigned has recommended to the 
Minister of War the most prompt ission of the sum- 
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mary of proceedings upon this subject which the command- 
ant general of New Leon and Tamaulipas was ordered to 
institute, as the undersigned had the honor to announce to 
the honorable P. Ellis in his note of the 17th of July last; 
and as soon as he can obtain the document he will commu- 
nicate to him the result. 

This Department has also called anew upon that of War 
for such facts as may come to hand touching the outrages 
which, it is said, were committed in Matamoras by a party 
of armed Mexican troops upon the consul and others, citi- 
zens of the United States, which formed the subject of the 
honorable Mr. Ellis’s note, addressed to the undersigned 
on the 9th of September last; and he will take the earliest 
opportunity to advise your excellencey of the same. 

There being no previous information in this Department 
relative to the occurrences in the case of the schooner 
Eclipse, of Mobile, they have been requested to be furnished 
by the Department of Finance, for the purpose of answer- 
ing under this head the note of Mr. Ellis, te which the 
present note of the undersigned refers. 

As a consequence of notice had in Matamoras in April 
last, that some hostile vessels were cruising in our waters, 
and destined for that port, the commandant general of those 
departments ordered, as a measure of precaution, that the 
departure of every vessel from the bars of the same should 
be suspended, and that they should draw as near as pus- 
sible to the city, in order that they might be protected by 
the fire from the plaza in case of aggression; but this pro- 
vision, which lasted only a very few days, notwithstanding 
it was called for at the time by the best interests of the 
national service and the safety of the vessels aforesaid, was 
disapproved by his excellency the President, because the 
provision had not been dictated by the Supreme Govern- 
ment, which alone has the power to make use of this in- 
herent right of all nations, instructing said commandant 
general that no port should in any event be closed without 
superior authority, because of the evils which might be oc- 
casioned to commerce. It appears that, on this occasion, 
no injury did result—at least the Supreme Government has 
heard no complaint of such, and the undersigned there- 
fore believes that this would be considered a sufficient re- 
ply to the reclamation growing out of the detention of the 
schooners Jane, Compeer, and other vessels of the United 
States of America ; more particularly if it be remembered 
that the proceeding in question was not confined exclusively 
to them, but to all vessels then in Matamoras, whatever 
might have been their destination, including national ones. 

The Government of the undersigned has no information 
of the act to which the honorable Mr. Ellis refers, of the 
American consul in Tabasco having been required by an al- 
calde of that city to authenticate, with his consular seal, 
certain public documents; and because of the same, in or- 
der to form a correct idea of the matter, a statement of the 
necessary facts has heen required of that functionary, the 


result of which the undersigned will make known to the | 


chargé d’affaires of the United States of America. 

Your excellency, after specifying all the subjects which 
have been thus replied to, goes on to say that Mexican 
armed vessels have fired upon and insulted the flag of the 


United States of America; that her consuls have been mal- | 


treated and insulted by the authorities, private citizens as- 
sassinated, arrested, and scourged like malefactors; their 
property condemned and confiscated, &c.; but as these 
charges are made in terms so general, the Supreme Gov- 
ernment of the republic desires that they may be specified, 
before taking them into consideration. ‘The Government 
would have taken as much pleasure in repairing losses and 
injuries which have been unjustly suffered in Mexico by 
citizens of the United States, and in giving satisfaction for 
insults inflicted on the flag of the same, as is the feeling of 
regret which has been caused by some reclamations, which 
are either unfounded, because those who present them have 


rendered themselves liable by their own conduct to proceed- 
ings intended to correct abuses and arbitrary acts; or, if 
they were in truth committed in the republic, it has been 
against the constant desire of the National Gevernment that 
there should be preserved in all parts those considerations 
due to the citizens of friendly Powers; against its efforts 
and endeavors that there should exist nodifference between 
them and the natives of the country; and, in fine, against 
its repeated dispositions that before all tribunals and autho- 
rities they should receive protection, and speedy and ample 
justice be awarded to them. Because of this, and with the 
object of vindicating the national honor, so far as it can be 
compromitted by the acts to which the honorable P. Ellis 
collectively refers, and of giving new proofs of the rectitude, 
probity, and decorum of those principles which have in all 
time governed the conduct of the Supreme Mexican ad- 
ministration, it will esteem it a favor to receive a statement 
of all existing causes of complaint, promising justice and 
impartiality towards that of the United States of America, 
who will be convinced of the exaggeration used by the 
claimants in presenting their demands, through motives 
which it is needless to mention—endeavoring thereby to 
reap advantages which they could never otherwise obtain, 
and to escape punishment for misdemeanors which they 
commit in contempt of the laws of the country where they 
prosecute their speculations, although it may be at the ex- 
pense of compromiting the friendly relations and good har- 
mony between this and the nation to which they belong. 
But although the Government of the undersigned may 
be thus willing to admit the just demands which may be 
presented, and ready to repair the injuries which have 
been occasioned in this republic to the parties interested in 
them, it cannot be indifferent to the crimination made in 
the note of the Hon. P. Ellis, to which the undersigned is 
now replying, when it is constituted the author of illegal, 
arbitrary, and violent acts—acts in which, if they have 
been committed, the Government has had no part whatever, 
inasmuch as they owe their origin to authorities and private 
individuals, and those which have come to its notice have 
met with their merited displeasure and reprehension. Not 
one single act can be adduced in which the Supreme Gov- 
ernment has manifested, even remotely, a disposition the 
least unfavorable to the preservation and extension of 
friendly political relations with foreign Powers; and on this 
account believes that it has not deserved these reproaches, 
nor that there should have been practised towards it a feel- 
ing of indulgence on the part of any of them, such as the 
Hon. Mr. Ellis ascribes to the President of the United 
States; a feeling which, in guch cases, is degrading to the 
party in whose favor it is exercised. Even supposing that 
the claims of the citizens of the United States against the 
Mexican republic had acquired ell that degree of cértainty 
and justice necessary to deduce the obligation of the same 
to accord to them due satisfaction, if the Government has 
not denied such satisfaction, it does not merit the applica- 
tion of this spirit of indulgence or toleration: how much 


| less, then, does it deserve the exercise of that spirit, when 


all such proofs are wanting in the reclamations in question, 
and when it has not resisted the adjustment of them? 
Hence it is that the Government of the undersigned has 
seen with surprise and regret these phrases and others in 
the note of the honorable chargé d'affaires of the United 
States, and, prompted by its own dignity, by its decorum, 
and by the national honor, it commands the undersigned 
to convey these sentiments to your excellency, and to state 
to you that the Government is now disposed, as it ever has 
been, to fulfil its obligations as prescribed by the law of 
nations and the special treaties which have been concluded 
by the republic, and as it has, in fact, fultilled them in as 
many cases as have been presented. It will listen with 
pleasure to the reclamations which may be presented found- 
ed in justice, as those no doubt will be, to which the hon 
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orable P. Ellis alludes, since the Government of the Uni- 
ted States will have divested them of the exaggerations and 
falsities with which the parties interested are accustomed 
to surround them, and from the gratuitous charges of vio- 
lence and arbitrariness which they attribute to the authori- 


ties and officers who, in the fulfilment of their duties, take | 


care that the laws of their country are enforced with the | more unjust that the Government should be condemned for 


most rigid and exact application. 

The undersigned cannot conclude this communication 
without making, although with reluctance, the observation 
that the very frequent complaints and demands on the part 


alleged against them for the irregular conduct which, in 
many cases, they have practised in the prosecution of com- 
merce. ‘The contraband which they have been engaged 
in, especially in ‘Texas, is notorious; and often protesting 
an ignorance which they could not have of the laws of 
finance, they have omitted the requisites, or documents ex- 
acted by these, thereby giving rise to the confiscation of 
their cargoes or vessels, to the imposition of fines and other 
penalties, against which they declaim without reason, be- 
cause they are founded in justice, paying no attention to 
the truth that they ought to be subject to the laws, usages, 
and statutes of the country wherein they carry on their 
mercantile speculations—a measure natural in itself, and 
expressly provided for in the 3d article of the treaty of am- 
ity, commerce, and navigation. 

It is not intended by this that the Government of the 
undersigned confounds in these inequalities all the citizens 
of the United States; it knows and is certain that there are 
many tv whom no reproach whatever can attach, since they 


have demeaned themselves with every delicacy, honor, and | 


circumspection, in all employments to which they have 


devoted themselves; nor much less must it be supposed | 
that the Mexican Government throws out these ideas to | 
form matter of reclamation against the Government of | tinguished consideration and esteem. 
Washingten, for it well knows that, from the conduct ob- | 


served by the citizens of that nation, no responsibility can | 


result te it, both because it cannot control the same, 
and because it has in no manner approved such con- 
duct. 


that of the Mexican republic, as regards the misdemean- 


ors which have been committed by citizens of that coun- | 


try ; circumstances which ought not to be viewed by either 
the one or the other Government as indicating a disin- 
clination to cultivate and extend their relations, ner as 
a neglect or an omission to impart to them that protection 


which they are bound to afford by the law of nations and | of the 26th of September last past, in which your excellen- 


the treaties which they have concluded. In proof of this 
conviction of the Supreme Government, the undersigned 


touching the Mexican schooner Correo, was thought to 
have compromitted that of the United States ; its reciama- 
tions were directed with a view of putting a stop to the 
scandalous proceedings of the authorities of New Orleans, 


towards a vessel of war belonging toa friendly nation, and | 
Mr. Ellis well knows that, on the other hand, his Gov- | 
ernment abstained from all intervention in a most direct, | 
clear, and undeniable insult, inflicted on the Mexican flag, | 


because the subject was pending before the judicial power 
of that country. The undersigned protests that these ap- 


of the United States may have against this: far from it; 


prove as much, and he has sought only to show that in 


these it has had no part; that in those which have occur- | 


red it bas fulfilled its duties; and that, if it bas not been 
more obsequious to the complaining, it was because the 
fundamental laws of the country have too well defined its 
powers, and hence it will be seen that it is unjust to blame 
the Government because these powers have not been ex- 


These same considerations should operate towards | 
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tended so far as might be desired, in order to render more 
effective the protection which it owes to the citizens of 
friendly nations; but if these citizens do come into the re- 
public, knowing its laws, and knowing also that they are 
to be subject to them during their residence in the country, 
both in their professions and speculations, it is so much the 


not being at liberty to proceed in any other manner than 
that specified in these same laws. 


The undersigned has now replied to the note of the hon- 


| orable P. Ellis, with such observations as he believed ap- 
of the citizens of the United States, could be much better | 


propriate, and to all the points embraced in it, although 
important data upon some of them are wanting, yielding, 
as has been before said, to the urgency of his excellency, 
that he might receive a prompt reply. This urgency would 
have had nothing strange in it, if it had not been accom- 
panied by an intimation that the honorable Mr. Ellis would 
retire from his public functions in case of not receiving a 
response as early as was desired. ‘This was the more un- 
expected to his excellency the President ad interim, inas- 
much as he did not deem a delay in the reply depending 
sulely upon causes which the undersigned had already 
made known, a sufficient justification for such a step; and 


| when he knew, on the other hand, that even the cabinet at 


Washington had not given any reply to the Mexican min- 
ister in those States up to the 4th of October, to notes 
which he addressed to it in the months of August and 


| September, and upon subjects of the greatest importance to 
| the interests of the two nations; but, be this as it may, the 


undersigned has complied with his duty, so far as it has 
been possible. He again offers to transmit to the honor- 
able Mr. Eljis the result of the information and documents 
which he has called for, as mentioned in their respective 
places ; and he avails himself with pleasure of this opportuni- 
ty to renew to his excellency the assurances of his very dis- 


JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


Lecation oF THE Uniren Srates or America, 
Mexico, December 7, 1836. 
To his Excellency Jose Manta Ontiz Monasrenio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your excellency’s note of the 15th ultimo, in answer to his 


cy states that it is necessary to establish a preliminary basis 


| in reference to the true interpretation of the 14th article of 
will remark, in passing, that not even the recent event | 


the treaty of amity,.commerce, and navigation, subsisting 
between the United States of America aad the Mexican re- 
public, before a final answer can be given to the various 
reclamations preferred aguinst this Government. | That 
article provides that ‘‘both the contracting parties promise 
and engage to give their special protection to the persons 
and property of the citizens of each other, of all occupa: 
tions, who may be in they territories, subject to the juris- 
diction of one or the other, transient, or dwelling therein, 


| leaving open and free to them the tribunals of justice, for 


| their judicial recourse, on the same terms 


plications are not adduced for the purpose of warding off | and customary with the nations or citizens of the country in 


satisfaction for the just reclamations which the Government | 


which are usual 


which they mnay be ; for which they may em} loy , in defence 


of their rights, such advocates, solicitors, notaries, agents, 


he has said, and he repeats, that the latter is ready to | and factors, as they may judge proper, in all their trials at 


law ; and the citizens of either party, or their agents, shall 
enjoy in every respect, the same rights and privileges, 
either in prosecuting or defending their rights of person or 
of property, as the citizens of the country where the cause 
may be tried.’ 

That part of the treaty above quoted, it is alleged, pro- 
vides for the redress of most of the ¢ 
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of the United States against this Government in the judi- 
cial tribunals of the country, where alone they are proper- 
ly cognizable, and which cannot now be made the subject 
of diplomatic discussion and arrangement between the two 
Governments. 

It would seem, from the terms and spirit of the compact 
itself, that the acknowledgment of this right in the treaty, 
placing citizens of each nation on the same footing with 
natives in their courts of justice, was with a view to pre- 
vent the delays incident to an appeal to the Government 
of the injured party; but its admission, although under 
such high authority, cannot be considered as amounting to 
the extinction of all other modes of redress before existing 
in relation to the same subject. If such had been the in- 
tention of the contracting parties, they would have so ex- 
pressed themselves ; and, in the absence of any limitation 
of the kind, a fair and just construction of the treaty will 
leave no room to doubt the intention of the two Govern- 
ments at the time of its execution. The first clause of the 
conventional law in question expressly guaranties special 
protection to the persons and property of the citizens of 
each other; with what reason, then, can it be said that 
the courts of the party from whom reparation is demanded, 
and which may refuse to award justice, shall be the exclu- 
sive judges of the injury sustained by the citizens of the 
other! It is the peculiar attribute of sovereign power to 
ask for redress from an offending nation, when there may 
be just cause of complaint, and to pursue such measures 


as the law of nations may allow in the vindication of its | 


rights. 


If the language of that article confines citizens of | 


the United States to seek protection in the judicial tribu- | 
nals of the country, in certain cases, it would follow as a | 


necessary consequence that their decisions would ve final ; 
the complainant could not iook for redress beyond the er- 
mine of the bench. He would have to submit to its jugd- 
ments, however erroneous and unjust they might ve ; and, 


ment would become the sole arbiter between the two Gov- 
ernments on all questions arising out of the infraction of 
treaty stipulations, in which the United Sta‘es might feel 
it to be her duty to protect the commercial interests of her 
citizens. Such a doctrine, the undersigned is well per- 
suaded, cannot be sustained either upon principle or prece- 
dent. It will be recollected that many of the claims now 
urged for adjustment arise out of the illegal seizure and 
condemnation of vessels and cargoes by the same tribunals 
to which your excellency is pleased to say we can alone 
resort for indemnification. ‘Io call upon the judges of 
these courts, under such circumstances, to reverse their 
judgments, and to declare to the world the errors in the 
rendition of their previous decrees, would be a useless waste 
of time; and if, as it appears, such a course is to be insist- 
ed on, it can be viewed in no other light than as a rejec- 
tion of these claims by the Mexican Government. When 
a vessel is illegally seized by the officers of a Government, 
the injury is twofold: first, in relation to the individual 
injury sustained by all interested in the vessel and cargo ; 


and, secondly, in relation to the right which the Gov- | 


| 


ernment of the injured party has to make such seizure the | 


subject of diplomatic inquiry and reclamation, if it shall be 
found that the proceedings had in the case are in contra- 
distinction to the well-established principles of internation- 
al law. 
ico cannot be held as final, inasmuch as the United States 
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usages observed among all nations in their commercial in- 
tercourse with each other, it is her province, as it is her 
duty, to protect them in the enjoyment of their acknow!- 
edged rights. What has been the practice of other na- 
tions under similar cireumstances? Many of the Govern- 
ments of Europe have acknowledged the reclamations of 
the United States against them, without urging the pre- 
tension (now advanced by Mexico, under the 14th article 
of the treaty before cited) to avuid a just responsibility for 
spoliations committed by them on the commerce of a friend- 
ty and neutral Power. It is believed, in all the instances 
alluded to, citizens of the United States enjoyed the same 
privileges that those now resident in Mexico do, under 
treaty stipulations. Notwithstanding which, when they 
asked, through their Government, reparation for the 
wrongs inflicted upon them by those Powers, they were at 
no time referred to the judicial tribunals of the country, a* 
the only means of obtaining redress, although in many of 
the seizures then made, there was no final condemnation 
passed ; yet all such cases formed the subject of reclama- 
tion on the part of the United States, and were ultimately 
acknowledged as just. These impressions, which have 
been made upon the mind of the undersigned by a review 
of the question under consideration, have led him to the 
conclusion that the opinion expressed by the honorable 
Mr. Monasterio, which limits citizens of the United States, 
having certain claims against this Government, to a resort 
to the judicial tribunals of Mexico for indemity, is wholly 
indefensible. 

In the case of John Baldwin, your excellency remarks 
that, whatever may have been the grievances borne by him, 
and however arbitrary the acts of the Mexican authorities, 
the party interested ought to have sought reparation for 
them, and punishment of his aggressions, jbefore the proper 
tribunals; that the conduct of said Baldwin has not been 


| so circumspect and regular as he has represented, inas- 
~. . ~ } ‘ 
in that event, the courts of the Supreme Mexican Govern- | 


much as there have been instituted against him six crimi- 
nal prosecutions in the court of Acayucan. As to the 
prosecutions alluded to, upon an examination of the rec- 
ords of the court where they were instituted, it appears 
that, in the year 1832, a criminal process was served on 
John Baldwin, as a smuggler of cochineal, by the collector 
of rents at Petapa. ‘The judge before whom the action was 
brought, ordered his personal effects to he, in consequence, 
confiscated ; but that functionary being declared incompetent 
to decide in the matter, it was removed to a legally constitu- 
ted tribunal, where it was proven that Baldwin had fairly 
acquired the cochineal in question, and travelled with it in 
the most open and public manner. The accuser himself 
testified that he had seen Baldwin collecting cochineal ; 
that his only ground of suspicion was the fact of having 
been informed that he had left Petapa, and taken the di- 
rection to Malpaso ; and that he himself did not know that 
Baldwin had ever conveyed cochineal to Malpaso, with or 
without custom-house passes ; nor was the circumstance of 
his alleged illegal trade established by any witness. The 
counsellor to whom the matter was referred, absolved the 
party accused from the charges preferred against him, and 
ordered a restitution of the embargoed effects. The judge 
of Tehuantepec confirmed this opinion of the counsellor, 


| and ordered the junta-central of that place to reimburse the 


If this be true, the decisions of the courts of Mex- | 


would thereby be precluded from the exercise of an un- | 


questioned right of sovereignty to make investigation into 
all cases where complaints are made, to the end that she 
may extend her protection to those entitled to receive it. 
It is not contended that the Government of the undersign- 
ed claims the right to reverse the judgiments of the courts 
of the Mexican republic ; but if the property of her citizens 
has been seized and condemned in violation of the law ard 


sufferer. A small portion of the effects only were re- 
turned. Availing himself of the law, which makes every 
individual member of such bodies responsible in such cases, 
Baldwin brought a demand for the balance of his goods 
against Juan Jose Salinas, the only one of the junta who 
was able to pay; but the influence aud power of this per- 
son were so great as to prevent the judge from executing 
his sentence, and even to jeopardize the life of Baldwin, 
who, from considerations of personal safety, had to aban- 
don the prosecution of his claim, and leave the country. 
Notwithstanding the result of the prosecutions at Acayu- 





APPENDIX—T'0 Gales§- Seaton’s Register. 


Mexican Affairs. 


can, and the cruel and ‘* scandalous proceedings” of the 
authorities at Guazacualco exercised towards this unfortu- 
nate individual and his family, (for the life of his wife was 
attempted by one of the soldiers snapping a pistol at her 
breast, while in the pursuit of Baldwin, in his own house, ) 
and his acquittal from the false charges preferred against 
him, and the manifest inability of the civil authority to 
protect him, he is now, after a lapse of five years, to be 
turned over to these identical authurities, who have been 
the cause of all his sufferings, to redress his wrongs—al- 
though it is confessedly true that this Government is bound 
to protect the persons and property of all American citi- 
zens in the United Mexican States! The inability or fuil- 
ure of the judiciary to protect Baldwin, he having, in the 
first instance, sought satisfaction before that forum, cannot 
absolve this Government from its obligation to fulfil its 
duties in regard to a citizen of the United States resident 
in the country; and whatever may have been his indis- 
cretions, he is liable to the penalties of the law for his im- 


his persecutions at Minatitlan and elsewhere. 
In the case of the schooner Brazoria, the undersigned 
is happy to see a recognition of its justice. He would, 


colonists of Austin, must be considered the standard of in- 
demnity, and not the product of her actual sale, under an 
order uf the Mexican Government, after she had been se- 
riously damaged, during twelve months’ service, in time of 
war. 

In reference to the claim of Aaron Leggett, your excel- 
lency states that, after an examination of the case, it ap- 
pears that, according to contract, and in virtue of the 


privilege granted to the steamboat of complainant, it was | 


his duty to transport, gratis, national troops whenever re- 
quired by the public service. From the third article of 
the decree of the Congress of Tabasco, bearing date the 
18th of November, 1831, it will be seen that William H. 
Brown, ‘* or those who exercise his rights and interests, 
(Leggett claims under Brown,) are under obligation to 
take on board such boats, troops, and correspondence of 
the nation to any navigable point of the State whatever, 


without any compensation : provided such troops are ready | 


to march from the places whence any boat of those men- 
tioned is to start, and it be on the same day of her start- 
ing.” So soon as the grantee of the steamboat privilege 
in question fulfilled the precedent conditions required by 
the decree of Congress, his rights to the benefit of the law 


became vested, and no subsequent act of the State of Ta- | with their importance, and the necessity of their produc- 


basco, or of the Federal Government, could deprive him | 
of them without incurring the just responsibility of re- | very fact of the judgment of the inferior court (before which 
The forcible seizure and detention of the | 


muneration. 
Hidalgo, on the 2d of July, 1832, by order of the com- 
mandant general of Tabasco, and her employment in the 
publie service until sometime in August thereafter, to the 


great detriment of her owner, were not warranted either | 


by the letter or the spirit of the law conceding to Mr. 
Leggett the exclusive privilege to introduce and navigate 
all kinds of steamboats in all the rivers, creeks, and lakes, 


years, 


vey boats, treops, and correspondence to any navigable 


of the boat. This agreement to perform a particular ser- 


vice under limited restrictions, certainly gave no authority 


clusively to the use of the State. 
been injurious to Mr. Leggett; be had, under charter 
parties, contracted to load six or eight vessels with log- 
wood at San Juan Bautista, in the months of June and 


; and just nation. 


| General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, soon after his 
| elevation to the executive chair of the republic, who con- 
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July, in the year 1832; but was wholly unable to do so, 
in consequence of the seizure of the steamboat Hidalgo, 
the schooner Consolation, and the brig John, then en- 
gaged in freighting dye-woods from the interior to load 
said vessels. The supposed limited means of Leggett to 
accomplish this object, and to fulfil his contracts with 
others, though in the possession of his vessels, can in no- 
wise justify the illegal acts of their seizure, whereby he 
was prevented from meeting all his engagements. The 
facilities afforded by the power of steam navigation, it can- 
not be doubted, would have enabled him to load and de- 
spatch all the vessels referred to in his memorial, had not 
the intervention of the superior power of the Government 
prevented it. This fact, it is believed, is clearly establish- 
ed by the statements of William A. Brown, José Leon- 


| ardo and Francisco Abieu, and Cesario and Francisco 
| Dominguez, all of whom state that the contracts for log- 
| wood entered into by Brown and Cohagan, on account of 
| Leggett, called for the euttings of 1831; and that there 


proper acts; but they will not excuse, much less justify, | was a large quantity, some say fifty thousand quintals, on 


the banks of the rivers Usumacinta and St. Peter's, ready 
for delivery in June and July, 1832. Hence, it is evident 


| he could have complied with his contracts to the woodcut- 
however, beg leave to say, that the valuation of the vessel, | 


at the time of her impressment into the service of the | 


ters, and the injury arising from the failure to do so prop- 
erly attached to those who prevented it, and they are, up- 
on every principle of justice and equity, responsible for 
the same. From these statements, resulting from docu- 
mentary evidence in the possession of this legation, it ap- 


| pears your excellency has misapprehended the true state 
| of this claim, and the ground upon which reclamation is 


asked in favor of the memorialist. The justice of it is 
manifest, and the corresponding obligation of the Mexi- 
can Government to liquidate the same arises out of treaty 
stipulations, which never will be disregarded by a wise 
It was so admitted by his excellency 


veyed to the predecessor of the undersigned the expres- 
sion of his regret that the condition of the public treasury 


| was such as not to enable him to order the immediate re- 


imbursement of the losses sustained by Mr. Leggett, as 
set forth in his memorial. 

In the case of the brig Ophir, decuments in this office 
satisfactorily prove that Captain Brittingham was provided 
with his general msnifestoes ; that it was the fault of the of- 
ficer who boarded the vessel on her arrival they were not 
exhibited at the custom-house; and that they were produced 
as soon as practicable after the captain was made acquainted 


tion, in order to save his vessel from condemnation. The 
the cause was first brought) having been reversed, is suf- 
ficient proof of its injustice, and leaves clear the responsi- 
bility of this Government to indemnify the owners for the 
loss of time and property occasioned by its agents, who ar- 
raigned an innocent person upon charges which they were 


| unable to establish. 


As regards the ‘‘injurious and highly offensive protest” 


| of Captain Britingham against the officers and employees 
belonging to the territory of the State, for the term of ten | of this Government, your excellency having been pleased 
| to bring the subject directly to the notice of the cabinet at 
He was only bound, by the terms of the grant, to con- | 


Washington, the undersigned will leave its arrangement to 


| that authority. 
point within the State; provided, however, that the troops 


were ready to march on the day appointed for the sailing | in the month of April last, was in violation of the eighth 


| article of the treaty subsisting between the two nations. 
| But even in the absence of such a guaranty, the admission 
to take possession of the Hidalgo, and appropriate her ex- | of your excellency that the port was closed by incompetent 
These proceedings have | 


The detention of certain American vessels at Matamoras 


authority, is a satisfactory ground, upon general principles 
of maritime law, on which the reclamation for losses sus- 
tained by the owners can be maintained ; and that they ex- 
pect damages in the several cases of the brigs Jane and 











216 APPENDIX—To Ga 


25th Cone. Ist Szss.] 


Henry, the schooners Compeer and Nile, and the sloop 
Supply. The undersigned will suggest that he cannot ad- 
mit the impressions of this Government as to whether or 
not the detention of said vessels was productive of injury, 
as the rule by which the question is to be decided ; and that 
the fact of the embargo in question having extended to 
other vessels than those of the United States, does not le- 
galize the act without admitting the corresponding indem- 
nification due under such circumstances. 

A condensed summary of the wrongs inflicted upon citi- 
zens of the United States, in the note of the undersigned 
of the 26th of September last, to which your excellency 
seems to think it will be unnecessary to make answer, with- 
out further specification, is nothing more than the imbodied 
substance of the cases previously referred to in that note— 
scarcely one of which has been satisfactorily answered by 
the Supreme Mexican Government. 

Your excellency has taken occasion to state that the 
Mexican Government ‘‘ cannot be indifferent to the crimi- 
nation which is made in the note of the honorable P. Ellis,” 
wherein it is constituted **the author of illegal, arbitrary, 
and violent acts.” The undersigned connot refrain from 
expressing his regret that the acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs should have permitted himself to full into this (no 
doubt unintentional) error. By a reference to that note, 
it will be seen that there is no suc’ charge advanced against 
the Mexican Government; but it has been most unequivo- 
cally made against its officers; and the indisposition or 
omission of the constituted authorities here to check their 
aggressions on the rights of a neutral nation, have led to re- 
clamation on the part of the United States, characterizing 
the acts of the offenders in terms suited to the nature of 
their delinquency. This is al] that has been said; nor is he 
aware of its injustice, since it has not been shown that the 
alléged charge of the firing into the Paragen and Hannah 
Elizabeth, by officers bearing the commission of this Govern- 
ment, were not acts of violence inconsistent with the 
friendly relations existing between the two countries. These 
have been represented as such long since—the first on the 
10th of August, 1834, and the other on the 30th of May last; 
and the reason assigned for the protracted delay in rendering 
a just response to the statements made touching these out- 
rages is, that the appropriate department has not furnished 
the necessary documents for that purpose. Other cases, 
equally aggravated and injurious to the honor and inter- 
ests of the United States, have not been noticed. Still it 
is urged, **not one single act can be adduced in which the 
Supreme Mexican Government has manifested, even re- 
motely, a disposition in the least unfavorable to the preser- 
vation and extension of friendly political relations with for- 
eign Powers!” It is not the wish or design of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to cast reproaches upon that 
of Mexico; nor can it, consistently with the uniform policy 
heretofore observed towards this country, admit the correct- 
ness of those imputed to it on the present occasion. The 
assurance given that Mexico is disposed, as she ever has 
been, to fuliil her obligations, as prescribed by the law of 
nations and special treaties, is received with that respect 
due to the high source fromm whence it emanates. But it 
may be with deference asked, if all the duties enjoined by 
such high sanctions have been fulfilled, why have not the 
numerous reclamations presented by the honorable Mr. 
Poinsett and Mr. Butler, for the last ten years, been fa- 
vorably received, and acknowledged to be just, or rejected 
without delay? Surely all of them are not founded in the 
fraudulent practices of contrabrandists, who seek to ad- 
vance their fortunes in violation of the laws of the country, 
and at the hazard of jeopardizing the peace and tranquillity 
of two friendly nations! It is not the intention of the un- 
dersigned to protect or justify any of his countrymen who 
have so far transgressed as to render themselves obnoxious 
to the laws of the country affurding them protection during 
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their temporary residence in it; but he cannot remain in- 
sensible to the charge made against them of being notori- 
ous smugglers: such is not the character of the American 
merchants in the United States; and it is wholly inconceiv- 
able how they should have fallen into such disgraceful prac- 
tices at so early a period after their arrival within the limits 
of the Mexican territory. Charges of this kind have been 
repeatedly made in the public prints of this country : thus pre- 
sented, they have been considered unworthy of notice; but 
when they are countenanced and indirectly sanctioned by the 
authority of the Supreme Government, conveying as they 
do the injurious imputation that the President of the United 
States, with a full knowledge of these facts, is urging claims 
founded in fraud and corruption, it becomes necessary, froma 
high sense of duty, to repel themras utterly unfounded. ‘The 
remarks referred to were the more surpri-ing, since the un- 
dersigned distinctly informed his excellency, the acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, in his note of September last 
on this subject, that he was instructed by the President of 
the United States to press these claims on the Mexican 
Government for final adjustment. 

In speaking of the causes of complaint on the part of 
this Government against that of the United States, Mr. 
Monasterio bas referred to the arrest and trial of 'Thomp- 
son and O’Campo, of the schooner Correo, as an ** unde- 
niable insult inflicted en the Mexican flag.” In that case, 
it is well known the Government of the United States did 
not order the prosecution of Thompson and O’Campo. It 
is equally well known said Thompson was discharged by 
order of the district court of the United States for the 
eastern district of Louisiana, when the person who had 
him arrested for supposed piracies committed on American 
vessels, failed to prove the allegations brought against him. 
The schooner was at the same time restored to the Mexi- 
can consul in New Orleans. 

The Correo was captured by a merchant vessel, the San 
Philipe, and taken to New Orleans, where Captain Hurd 
and others made oath that Thompson bad attacked the San 
Philipe, with a felonious intent to rob said vessel, contrary 
to the provisions of the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1825, and it therefore became the imperative duty of the 
district attorney of the United States to prosecute the per. 
son thus charged. If the court had proceeded to the con- 
demnation and punishment of the accused, and the confis- 
cation of his vessel, contrary to law and evidence, (she 
being regularly commissioned in the service of this Govern- 
ment,) there might be some pretext for an inquiry into the 
case, with a view to ask explanations of the United States. 
But this will not be said, as Thompson failed to produce 
such commission on his trial to give color of authority to 
his acts. Hence it is, as the national character of the ves- 
sel was not established by adéquate proof, there could be 
no ground for interference on the part of your excellency 
in favor of one who had thrown himself beyond the pro- 
tection of the law of nations, in his attack on the San 
Philipe, and much less could the President of the United 
States be called on to interpose and screen him from the 
penalties of the law. No nation has a right to call on an- 
other to respect her flag in the person of an individual 
sailing on the high seas without suitable papers to show 
his true character, after he has been captured for a viola- 
tion of the neutral rights of others. But, admit for a 


| moment that the commander of the Correo bore a commis- 


sion from the Mexican Government ; yet the flag raised by 
virtue of such authority gives no protection to him, if his 
acts are piratical. Itis true he was discharged—not ac- 
quitted ; and it appeared on the trial that his conduct had 
not been of such a character as to entitle him to the favor- 
able consideration of the jury, some of whom entertained 
the opinion that he had been guilty of piratical practices, 
and ought to be punished; but the interposition of the 
authority of the judge set the offender at liberty. It can- 
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not, then, be well conceived upon what principle his trial, | of the correspondence between his excellency, the acting 
discharge, and restoration of his vessel, can be urged as an | Minister of Foreign Affairs and myself, in the case of the 
insult to the Mexican flag. | American schooner Bethlehem, seized at Campeche ; also, 

Your excellency requests that a full statement of all Mr. Monasterio’s reply to my note of the 15th of Septem- 





claims on the part of citizens of the United States may be | ber last, in the case of the schooner Peter D. Vroom; also, 
presented for consideration ; but from the manner in which | that to my note of the 20th of September, in the case of 
those already in the possession of this Government have | the brig Aurora; and, also, a reply from the same to my 
been disposed of, the undersigned can see no good likely | note of the 9th of September, in the case of William Hal- 
to result from such a course. If those that might be pre- | let and Zalmon Hall. 
sented should be all acknowledged as just, yet, so long as I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your 
the several cases of unprovoked and inexcusable outrage | obedient servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 
inflicted on the officers and flag of his country, which have Hon. Joun Forsrru, Secretary of State. 
been herétofore submitted to the Mexican Executive, re- 
main unsatisfactorily answered, he would have but one 
course to pursue; nor could he find himself justified in 
departing from it, when he remembers, in connexion with Mexico, November 14, 1836 
the past, the recent occurrences at Vera Cruz in the seizure 4 ‘ sa ae ate : 
of the American brig Fourth-of-July, and the re-appoint: | The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 
ment of the former commandant general of Santa Anna de | of America, has the honor to represent to your excellency 
‘Tamaulipas to an important military post. The first was | ‘Mat it again becomes his duty to notice an aggression on 
in disregard of every principle of public law; and, in the the flag of his country by the authorities of the Supreme 
second, it cannot have been forgotten that that functionary | Mexican Government. S.H.M 
was but lately removed from office for his arbitrary impris- | _ The American schooner Bethlehem, S. H. Moore, mas- 
onment of an officer and boat's crew of the United States |e" With a oe regularly despatched from the Balize, 
cutter Jefferson, with a promise (as one of the express | Honduras, for Tampico, was forced by want of water and 
conditions had in the arrangement of the affair) that fur- | PTOv!sions, towards the close of August last, to put into 
ther and exemplary punishment should be visited upon the | ‘he port of Campeche. Whilst procesding thither, she 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 
Leecation or THE U. S. oF America, 





offender. Instead of punishment, he has received reward. | W4%, 0” the 2d of September, boarded by Captain Thomp- 
With all these facts before him, the undersigned entertains | #27» of the Mexican navy, who took possession of the 
no hope of a satisfactory adjustinent of the questions in | *hooner, and sent her master, crew, and papers on board 
controversy between the United States of America and | the flag-ship of the Mexican squadron in the Gulf of Mex- 
Mexico. He has patiently waited three weeks for some | 12: They were there detained (some of the sailors in 
evidence of a more favorable disposition to render justice | 7) until the 22d of the same month, when the master 
to his injured country, but he has waited in vain; and, | and crew were released from their imprisonment; but the 
whatever may be the consequences, he now feels it to be | Papers were retained by the commander of the squadron. 
his duty, in compliance with instructions, to request that On the landing of Captain Moore, he was notified by an 
his excellency the President ad interim will be pleased to | ©8¢Tibano that his vessel had been condemned by the dis- 
furnish him with the necessary passports to leave the Mex- | trict court to be confiscated, and he ” be ores 
ican republic, and that suitable orders may be given for a years from the trade. The schooner is See ee oe of 
guard to protect him on the road to Vera Cruz. the Mexican squadron as a store-ship. These proceedings 
The undersigned profits of this occasion to tender to his | “&Te had without the party accused (the master) being 
excellency, the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, the present at his trial, or informed of the charges alleged 
essurance of his high and distinguished consideration. against him, or heard in his defence either personally or by 
: POWHATAN ELLIS. counsel; and he was, both before and after his trial, re- 

fued a copy of the espediente which had been drawn up 
against him, and which purported to contain the grounds 
Mr, Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. upon which his own and his vessel’s condemation were 
based. 
The undersigned requests that your excelleney will be 
pleased to order a copy of all the judicial proceedings had 
in this case to be furnished to the parties interested ; that 
you will further institute an investigation as to the legality 
of these proceedings; and that, if they be found erroneous, 
you will cause the vessel, her cargo, and papers, to be 
forthwith delivered over to the master, with equitable dam- 
ages for their detention. 
The undersigned again presents to your excellency the 
assurance of his personal esteem and consideration. 
POWHATAN ELLIS. 

His Ex. Jose Manta Ortiz Monasterio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 





Leeation or THe U. Srares or America, 
Mexico, December 22, 1836. 

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States | 
of America, has the honor to inform your excellency that | 
he will take his departure from this capital on Monday 
morning next, at four o’clock A. M., for Vera Cruz; and 
requests that his excellency the President ad interim of 
the Mexican republic will be pleased to furnish him with 
his passports on the 24th instant, and that orders may be 
given for a suitable guard to escort him on the road to his 
destination, : 

The undersigned begs leave to renew to his excellency 
José Maria Ortiz Monasterio, the acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the assurance of his most distinguished considera- 
tion and high personal esteem. 














POWHATAN ELLIS. Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
To his Excellency Jose Manta Ont1z Monasterio, (Translation. ] 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. Parace or THE Natrionat GovERNMENT, 
Sitchin Mexico, November 17, 1836. 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth.—Extract. The undersigned, chief clerk, acting Secretary of Rela- 


5 tions, has the honor to inform the honorable Powhatan 
Leoarion or rut U. S. or America, Ellis that, with a view to a convenient decision upon the 
Mexico, December 23, 1836. matter, he has referred to the Minister of Justice his note 

Sir: I do myself the honor herewith to transmit a copy | of the 14th instant, relative to the transaction at Campeche, 
Vor. XIV.—A 28 
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in which the North American schooner Bethlehem was 
concerned. ‘The undersigned will communicate the result 
to your excellency, and meanwhile offers assurances of his 
very distinguished consideration. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Powasarawn E tts, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of U. S. of America. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
(Translation. ] 


Patacr or tue Narronat Government, 
Mexico, November 21, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
has the honor to announce to the Hon. Powhatan Ellis, 
that he has received through the Department of Justice the 
corresponding information in the case of the American 
schooner Peter D. Vroom, which formed the subject of the 
note addressed by the honorable Mr. Ellis to the under- 
signed, under date of the 19th September last. The re- 
lation therein made, so far as regards the incidents touch- 
ing this vessel, corresponds to that which appears from the 
information aforesaid, but differs in the aspect under which 
the conduct observed by the mercantile tribunal at Vera 
Cruz is represented, as weli as that observed by the consul 
of the United States at that port. A formal abandonment 
of the cargo having been made by Mr. Crecencio Boves, 
to whom it came consigned, the tribunal, in the fulfilment 
of its duties, ought to have proceeded, and in fact did pro- 
ceed, to name a person to take charge of the same, with 
power to effect a sale, and deposite its product in favor of 
the owners or insurers of the vessel; and the consul afore- 
said ought to have co operated in such measures, since it 
is to this that his functions are limited, in cases of this na- 
ture. The nomination of this person as depositary, would 
not have been made if there had been any other possessed 
of powers of agency from said owners or insurers: the con- 
sul had none such; consequently this charge could not 
fall upon him ; and this it is that has given rise to the com- 
plaint advanced by the honorable Mr. Ellis; but he will 
now see that the tribunal, without this requisite, could 
not grant to the consul the deposite of the cargo, as he de- 
manded ; since, from his consular character alone, it was 
not competent to him; and thut he was not provided with 
the necessary powers, is very clear, since he confessed 
from the beginning that he neither knew nor could he con- 
jecture who were the insurers of said vessel, nor were they 
afterwards presented, because, although he had a private 
letter from the captain of the same, Mr. E. F. Kelly, it 
was for another object, and to be used after the sale of the 
effects saved from the wreck of the Peter D. Vroom. It 
results from this exposition, that the consul of the United 
States had no right to ask that he should be intrusted with 
the deposite and management of the cargo in question ; 
that the mercantile tribunal of Vera Cruz denied his re- 
quest, founded precisely upon the orders of the Supreme 
Government of the 26th of August and 4th of October, 
1831, which the honorable Mr. Ellis quotes, inasmuch as 
these grant to foreign consuls an intervention in the pro- 
ceedings, but not the management of the interests and 
commission in cases like that referred to; and that, not be- 
ing the legal attorney of the parties interested, he pretend- 
ed to a thing which he might have well supposed would 
not be granted, because of its being contrary to the legal 
provisions in the case. 

The consul in question ought therefore to have confined 
himeelf to the exercise of his functions, without seeking to 
represent another character which does not belong to him ; 
but very far from this, seeing that the tribunal would not 
grant it to him, he positively refused to comply with them, 
for all the exertions which were made to obtain his consent 
and co-operation in the acknowledgment of the court-re- 
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cord of the sale, &c., proved ineffectual.» In this he has 
committed a fault, which, without doubt, will be repri- 
manded by the honorable Mr. Ellis, taking proper precau- 
tions that he shall not repeat the same, and that he shall 
conform to the duties which are prescribed for him, with- 
out abandoning them for inappropriate and unfounded pre- 
tensions. 

That now referred to was unquestionably such, as has 
been already shown, and as the honorable chargé d’affaires 
of the United States will be convinced, by the simple fact 
that the consul at Vera Cruz was not the lawful represen- 
tative of the owners or insurers of the schooner Peter D. 
Vroom, inasmuch as he could not exhibit the power which 
accredited him as such, or if he should now do so, it could 
not justify his course at the proper time before the tribunal 
who had cognizance of the affair—in which onlv case, ex- 
cept he had been admitted as the representative, could he 
have reason to complain of their proceedings. 

The undersigned, before concluding this note, ought to 
call the attention of the honorable P. Ellis to a representa- 
tion which has been addressed to the Supreme Govern- 
ment, with the respective justification, by Mr. Crecencio 
Boves, the consignee of the schooner Pefer D. Vroom, 
complaining that the consul of the United States in Vera 
Cruz had refused to furnish him with a copy, as he ought 
to have done, of the protest made in his office upon the 
wreck of the same, by her captain, Mr. E. F. Kelly ; and 
as this negative cannot be founded in any reason of justice 
because of its being a document which it was not at his 
option to withhold from the legitimate party, as is Mr. 
Boves, and whatever may have been the differences be- 
tween the said consul and the mercantile tribunal at Vera 
Cruz, with respect to the cargo of said vessel, his excel- 
lency the President has seen with much regret this resist- 
ance, which so seriously affects the interests of a Mexican, 
and he therefore promises himself, from the justice of the 
honorable Mr. Ellis, that he will be pleased to instruct that 
functionary to proceed without delay to make out the cer- 
tificate in question. 

The undersigned improves this occasion to renew to the 
chargé d’aflaires of the United States of America the as- 
surances of his very distinguished consideration and es- 
teem. JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To the Hon. Pownatan Extis, 

Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States of America. 








Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
{Translation. ]} 


Parace or rot Nationa GovERNMENT, 
Mexico, November 30, 1836. 


The undersigned, chief clerk, acting Secretary of Rela- 
tions, has received a communication from the Minister ot 
Justice, relative to the occurrence at Campeachy, with re- 
spect tothe American brig Aurora; whence it appears that 
the consul of the United States at that port caluminated the 
district judge of Yucatan, by assuring the honorable Pow- 
hatan Ellis that the judge, upon his demand thereof, had 
refused him a copy of the judicial proceedings in relation to 
the said vessel ; for they were delivered at his request when 
the suit was scarcely commenced, although there is a law 
which provides that the parties concerned shall not receive 
such papers which they may ask for until the cause shall 
be concluded. The papers referred to were given to the 
consul too, notwithstanding his petition for them was not 
couched in the language of the country or written upon the 
proper stamped paper, which formalities are indispensable in 
the courts of the country, and are binding as we)] upon for- 
eigners as Mexicans : but the judge of the district dispensed 
with them on this occasion in favor of the American consul, 
through abhorrence of disagreeable disputes, although aware 
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that the admission of such informal petitions was without a 
precedent, and unknown in practice. 

The copy in question having been, therefore, ready 

since the 4th of May, of the present year, and the consul 
aforesaid having been advised that it was at his disposition, 
the honorable Mr. Ellis will now see the want of truth 
with which that functionary has complained to his excel- 
lency against the judge of the district for having denied the 
same, thereby inducing the belief that an infraction of the 
treaty existing between this republic and the United States 
of America had been committed. What is certain is, that 
the consul refused to receive the copy alluded to, leaving it 
in the office of the clerk of the court, and refused to pay 
the respective charges, saying that it could avail him 
nothing, because the trial wis not concluded, and that as 
soon as it was, he would ask for a complete copy of all the 
proceedings. ‘l'hese double dealings on the part of that 
functionary, the insulting protest which he addressed to 
the judge of the district, as the latter has informed the Su- 
preme Government, and the wantonness with which he 
blumes and criminates the authorities, without the least 
foundation, as is seen in the present case, oblige his excel- 
lency the President ad interim to request that the honor- 
able Mr. Ellis will convey to him the expression of that 
just disapprobation which his conduct merits, and take such 
measures as will prevent a repetition of it, and cause him 
to conduct himself in all future transactions with that har- 
mony and co-operation which are so necessary, and from 
which he has so unfortunately deviated, as appears from 
this exposition, and as the undersigned informed the hon- 
orable chargé d'affaires in his note of the 30th of May last, 
referring to this same subject of the brig Aurora. 

The undersigned, in making this communication to the 
honorable Mr. Ellis, as resulting from that which he ad- 
dressed to the undersigned on the 20th of September last 
past, has the honor of renewing to him the assurance of his 
very distinguished consideration and esteem. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To the Hon. Powaaran E tts, 

Chargé d Affaires of the U. S. of America. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
[‘Translation. } 


Parace or THe Nationa Government, 
Mexico, December 13, 1836. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


The undersigned, chief clerk, acting Secretary of Rela- | 


tions, has the honor to inform the honorable Powhatan 


Ellis that General José Urrea, of whom information was | 


requested relative to the arrest at Matamoras, in Febru- 
ary last, of William Hallett and Zalmon Hull, citizens 


copy of which is annexed for Mr. Ellis’s information by 
the undersigned, who adds, that, as this intelligence does 


regard to an explanation of the acts in question, a more 
circumstantial account has been required of the command- 
ant general of that department; the result of which requi- 
sition the undersigned will transmit to the honorable chargé 
d'affaires of the United States of the North, to whom he re- 
news the assurances of his very distinguished considera- 
tion and esteem. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Powaatan Exuis, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. of America. 





Mr. Tornel to Mr. Monasterio. 
[ Translation.} 
DerantrMent or War anv Manine, 
Mexico, December 6, 1836. 
His excellency General Joseph Urrea, in an official note 
of the 4th instant, reports to me as follows : 





**Excexrtentr Sir: Night before last I received your 
excellency’s note of the 29th November last, with the ac- 
companying representation relative to the complaint made 
by the chargé d’affaires of the United States of the North, 
in consequence of the arrest of the persons of William 
Hallett and Zalmon Hull, at Matamoras, on the 17th Feb- 
ruary of the present year; and in compliance with the call 
which your excellency has been pleased to make upon me, 
I report the following touching that transaction : 

When I arrived at Matamoras with the division which 
I commanded in the campaign of Texas, I was assured 
that the greater part of the citizens of the United States 
of the North, resident in that city, were in alliance with 
those who in Texas had declared war against the Mexican 
nation, and that in consequence they were in the habit of 
transmitting to the enemy such information of our forces, 
proceedings, é&c. as they might deem acceptable. Finding 
myself in a situation to prevent this evil, I took such pre- 
caution as it was my duty to take in order todo so. The 
division under my command was about marching upon 
Texas, and I had been informed that the North Americans 
were preparing to give notice to the enemy of my depar- 
ture from Matamoras, the force which accompanied me, 
and all else that they might think worthy of communica- 
tion to them. On the same day of the 17th February 
before cited, the forces under my command marched from 
Matamoras with the object of meeting Doctor Grant, who, 
with a portion of the enemy, had approached within twenty 
leagues of that city, and whilst making dispositions for 
their departure, I was informed by an officer that some 
strangers had that moment left for ‘Texas. With the con- 
sent of the commandant general of those departments I 
ordered that an officer and a detachment of four dragoons 
should keep themselves on the watch, and apprehend said 
strangers on their departure from the city aforementioned. 
In fact, it was observed that two of them did leave the city, 
and present themselves on its outskirts, in front of the de- 
tachment ; they instantly fled, and attempted to escape ; 
the troop followed and apprehended them in a house which 
they had entered. They reported to me what had occurred, 
and gave me some papers and despatches which the prison- 
ers had withthem. I communicated the whole to the com- 
mandant general aforesaid, placing at his disposition the 
two men who had been arrested. It presently appeared 
that one of them was provided with a passport for his 
journey, from the military commandant of the plaza; all 
his papers were immediately returned to him in the same 
state in which they had been taken from him. The dra- 
goons had secured some beasts which were found in the 
yard of the house in which the strangers were apprehend- 


: ae | ed, fearing that they might escape upon them ; these were 
of the U 5 é icati Bux, g : : 
1e United States, has made the communication, a | rerumed by my order as soon as I was informed of the cir- 


cumstance. After the whole of the business was over, we 


ope ® er ascertained that the house in which the strangers aforesai 
not fulfil the wishes of the Supreme Government, with | nan : S — 


had been arrested, was that occupied by the consul of North 
America in Matamoras, who addressed an official note to 
the commandant general upon the subject. I marched for 
the campaign, and do not know the result. I will, how- 
ever, add that, on my departure from Matamoras, knowing 
that two or three foreigners who hed left that city by the 
way of Brazo de Santiago, leaving their route, had taken 
that to San Patricio, the point then occupied by the enemy, 
I despatched a party of dragoons in pursuit of them, and 
upon their being apprehended it was found that they had 
passports from the military commandant, Colonel Mariano 
Guerra, but these were to allow their passage to the cities 


of Regnosa and Camargo, a route entirely different from 
that which they were pursuing. 
I submitied them to due examination, and some sus- 


picious circumstances having turned up, I sent them also 
to Matamoras, to be placed at the disposal of the command- 
ant general for such purpose as he might think fit. Thie 
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is as much as I can inform your excellency upon the sub- 
ject, and, returning the statement of the affair, I have the 
honor to renew to you the assurance of my esteem.” 
‘ And I have the honor to transcribe it for your excel- 
lency, agreeably to what I informed you on the 29th ulti- 
mo, in relation to your official note of the 2d of the same 
month. 

God and liberty. 

The Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


TORNEL. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 


Lecation or Tut Unitep States or America, 
Mexico, December 27, 1836. 
Sir: Enclosed I forward for your information copies of | 
two notes from Mr. Monasterio, the acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, addressed to this legation, one under date 
of the 21st instant, touching the withdrawal of Mr. Goros- 
tiza from Washington city with his legation, and the other 
of the 24th, in reply to my note of the 22d of the same 
month, requesting to be informed of the causes which 
have led to my proposed departure from the Mexican re- 
public. After my long correspondence with this Govern- | 
ment (a copy of which has already been forwarded to the 
Department of State) on the various subjects embraced in 
your instructions of the 20th of July last past, [ can view 
such an inquiry in no other light than as an uncorteous 
refusal of my passports, and therefore deem an answer to 
it unnecessary. I shall leave here to-morrow morning on 
my way to Vera Cruz, and will avail myself of the earliest 
opportunity to reach Washington city. 
With undiminished respect, I have the honor to be your 
obedient servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 
Hon. Joun Forsrta, 
Secretary of State, 





fashington city. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
(Translation. ] 


Parace or tHE Natronat Government, 
Mexico, December 21, 1836. 
The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, in 
compliance with orders which he has received from the 
excellent President ad interim of the republic, has the honor 
now to address Mr. P. Ellis, chargé d’affaires of the Uni- | 


ted States, in order to inform him that the Mexican Gov- | 
ernment, after having heard attentively D. Manuel E. de 
Gorostiza, late envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary of this republic in said States, and after having 
examined frankly and impartially all the correspondence 
which passed between that gentleman and Messrs. Forsyth 
and Dickius, in consequence of the violation of the Mexi- 
can territory by the troops under the command of General 
Gaines, cannot but coincide in every respect with what that 
envoy has done in resisting so uncalled for an offence ; and 
it has, therefore, approved, as he has done, his withdrawal 
from Washington, with his legation, because of having 
been convinced that he could not obtain that just satisfac- 
tion which he demanded, notwithstanding he urged every 
argument and observation which reason and right could 


fore acting in a definite manner upon the conduct observed 
by its envoy in Washington, that Mr. Ellis should have 
previously given those explanations which were promised 
in the note of Mr. Dickins to Mr. Gorostiza of the 20th 
October last, the only object of which, on the part of the 
United States, should have been to prevent, from the be- 
ginning, all possible misunderstanding in so grave a mat- 
ter. The Mexican Government has, therefore, awaited in 


j 
| 
suggest. 
The Mexican Government had nevertheless desired, be- 
silence, and for the space of many days, the corresponding 
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communication from Mr. Ellis, flattering itself thet in it 
would be found at last new and positive assurances that 
the United States have never desired, nor do they now de- 
sire, to offend voluntarily nor really to injure a neighbor- 
ing nation, who has been wanting in nothing to them. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Ellis has not thought proper thus to 
act upto this time; and the Government of the under- 
signed cannot longer delay awarding to Mr. Gorostiza that 
act of justice which it owes to him, in relieving him from 
the weight of responsibility which he has taken upon his 
own shoulders. 

The undersigned can, with truth, assure Mr. Ellis that 


| his Government has not only been always ready to receive 


the promised explanations upon this particular, but it has 
moreover desired, with as much anxiety as sincerity, that 
they might be of the most friendly and equitable nature. 
The undersigned improves this occasion to renew to Mr. 
Ellis the assurances of his very distinguished consideration. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Pownatan E ctts, 


Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. A 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
{Translation. } 


Pavace or toe Narionat GovERNMENT, 
Mexico, December 24, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Aflairs, 
received yesterday, at half-past two o’clock in the evening, 
the note of the honorable Mr. P. Ellis, dated the 22d _in- 
stant, in which he asks his passport in order to depart on 
Monday morning next, from this capital, in the direction of 
Vera Cruz; and having given an account of it to his ex- 
cellency the President ad interim, he cannot but be sur- 
prised that the honorable Mr. Ellis should intend leaving 
this republic with so much impetuosity, (con tanta vin- 
lencia,) and more particularly when he does not distinctly 
understand the motive for such a determination. 

Because of this, and the step which Mr. Ellis proposes 
to take being of so much transcendency and importance, 


| which would naturally affect the relations between the 


Mexican republic and the United States of America, his 
excellency desires that the honorable Mr. P. Ellis will be 
pleased to state, definitely, what are the causes which have 
prompted him to ask his passport, thereby putting an end 


| to the mission with which his Government has intrusted 
| him—to the end that the responsibility which is thus at- 


tempted to be thrown upon the Mexican nation may, in 
all future time, attach to its proper source. 

The undersigned has the honor to renew to the honora 
able charge d’affaires of the United States of America, 
the assurance of his very distinguished consideration and 
esteem. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Pownatan Ettis, 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. 8S. of America. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. 


{Translation. ] 
Parace or THE Nationat GoveEnnmMENT, 
Mexico, December 27, 1836. 
The undersigned, chief officer charged with the affairs 
of the Department of Relations, has received orders from . 
excellency the President, to address the honorable Mr. 
Ellis, chargé d'affaires of the United States of atin, | in 
order to communicate to him that the note which the un- 
dersigned sent to Mr. Ellis, under date of the 24th instant, 
arose from the desire, most naturally entertained by his 
excellency, to investigate the real motives which induced 
that gentle man to resolve to return to his country, leaving 


Ellis. 
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undetermined the important questions now at issue between 
the two nations. 

The silence maintained by Mr. Ellis in leaving that note 
unanswered, as well as another of the 23d instant, in 
which the undersigned declared that the Mexican Govern- 
ment was ready to receive the satisfaction which the Gov- 
ernment of the United States offered to Mr. Gorustiza, to 
give through Mr. Ellis himself, induces his >.’ ellency to 
suppose that Mr. Ellis persists in his resoluticy to depart, 
and with that view considers his relations wit the under- 
signed as suspended. Under this impression, his excel- 
lency orders the, undersigned to inform Mr. Ellis that, un- 
less some answer shall have been received from that gen- 
tleman, by six o’clock this evening, the passport which he 
has requested shall be sent to him, and the escort will be 
ready to accompany him for his protection, and to repeat 
to him, in the name of the Mexican Government, the as- 
surances tvhich it has on all occasions given of its consid- 
eration for the United States, and for its representative in 
this capital. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
renew to the honorable Mr. Ellis the assurances of his pwn 
particular esteem. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To the Hon. Pownatan Extis, 

Chargé df Affaires of the U. S. of America. 





[Received at half past 7 o’clock in the evening of the 27th December.) 
Mr. Monasterio lo Mr. Ellis. 
(Translation. ] 


Parace or true Narionat GoveERnMENT, 
Mexico, December 27, 1836. 

The undersigned, chief officer charged with the affairs 
of the Department of Relations, conformably with what he 
had the honor to state to the honorable Powhatan Lllis, 
in his note of this morning, not having up to this moment 
(7 o'clock in the evening) received any reply to the vari- 
ous notes despatched, transmits, herewith, to Mr. Ellis, 
the passport which he had requested, and the orders for 
the supply of the escort which may be requisite for the se- 
curity of his person on the journey ; informing him, at the 
same time, that the escort which is to accompany him on 


his departure from this capital will be ready at such time | 


and place as Mr. Ellis may indicate to the commandant 
general. 

The undersigned has received orders from the President 
to announce to Mr. Ellis that the Mexican legation near 
the Government of the United States has been ordered 
likewise to retire. 

The undersigned repeats to the honorable Mr. Ellis the 
assurances of his particular esteem. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To the Hon. Pownaran E tis, 

_Chargé d Affaires of U. S. of America. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Burrough, United States 
consul at Vera Cruz, to Mr. Ellis. 


Vera Cruz, January 10, 1837. 

I have to inform you that, in pursuance of your instruc- 
tions to receive and transmit to the Department of State 
all despatches, &c., that might arrive at the post office of 
this city to the address of the United States legation, Mex- 
ico, I addressed a note to the administrator of the office, 
in anticipation of despatches being received by the packet 
daily expected from New York, requesting, as per instruc- 
tions, that they might be delivered at this consulate, which 
he has denied me. I shall make another application on 
their arrival, and, if then withheld from me, I can but en- 
ter protest against the act. 





Depositians of the American seamen imprisoned at Vera 
Cruz. 


Conse tats or tHe U. S. or America, 
Al Vera Cruz. 


Depositions of John Williams, Henry Habest, Samuel 
Long, Nathaniel Groves, Samuel Molden, Richard 
Freeman, James Hover, and John Davis, seamen of 
and belonging to the United States ship Natchez, Wil- 
liam Mervine, Esq., commanding, and constituting a 
boat’s crew imprisoned at this place on the 2d day of 
November, 1836. 

John Williams, aged 26 years, a native of Hamburg, 
being duly and solemnly sworn, did depese, declare, and 
say as follows: That he, with Henry Habest, Samuel 
Long, Nathaniel Groves, Samuel Molden, Richard Free- 
man, James Hover, and John Davis, seamen, and two 
stewards, under charge of Midshipman Renshaw, of and 
belonging to the United States ship Natchez, commanded 
by William Mervine, did, on the 2d day of November, 
set out and depart from the said ship for this place, in the 
third cutter, and where they arrived at about 11 o’clock in 
the day. Hover being left in charge of the boat, the rest 
of them took a walk into the town, and got something to 
drink—treceived orders from Mr. Renshaw not to be out of 
the way. Steward gave them two shillings, which was 
expended in liquor, and divided among them. Mr. Ren- 
shaw coming to the mole, and on being asked to give thein 
something to warm them, handed one one of them two 
shillings, and told them not to get drunk upon it. Depo- 
nent and Habest went to the plaza to purchase a glass of 
grog for the beat’s crew, and on returning to the mole 
Habest was attacked by a fisherman, who insisted on fight- 
inghim. Deponent used his exertions to get him away, but 
a person standing by, who spoke English, said, ‘‘ let them 
fight, and give them fair play.” Samuel Long and Richard 
Freeman came up, and the latter remarked that if one fought, 
all must fight. Foding themselves surrounded with a dis- 
parity of numbers, about to assault them, and having no 
arms with which they could defend themselves against 
the force that was collecting, armed with clubs, stunes, 
and knives, Freeman and Long retreated to the boat, and 
got the two boat hooks. Deponent was also proceed 
ing to the boat, when he was struck with a cutlass over the 
back by one of the soldiers, several of whom had now ar- 
rived on the mole, (deponent had not raised his hand 
against any one.) He was likewise struck with a large 
stone thrown by one of the soldiers, (as he believes, ) whilst 
standing at the boat, which nigh felled him to the ground, 
Mr. Renshaw had now arrived at the mole, and ordered 
deponent and the rest of them into the boat, and into 
which all at once got that were able so to do, for by this 
time two of the boat's crew had been badly wounded by 
the soldiery or other persons of the country, and were ly- 
ing upon the mole. The Mexican soldiery stood over 
those in the boat with their muskets direcied at thein,; 
and among whom were also observed several officers with 
swords in hand. The officer of the boat begged them not 
to fire upon his men, and at the same commanded them 
all to sit down and keep quiet. After some little time 
had elapsed, they were all ordered out of the boat, and 
conducted to the guard-house, where they remained in con- 
finement until the next evening. They were now—all 
except the wounded, who were carried to the hospital- 
conveyed to prison, at the south end of stown, and there 
placed in a wet room, without bed or bedding of any kind, 
and supplied with barely enough to keep them alive, with 
a sentry constantly over them. 

After the lapse of about two weeks they were taken out, 
and examined by a Mexican office: 1 


and the inte rpre ler of 
the port. 


Deponent subscribed his name toa paper on this 


veeasion, Which, he was informed by the 


interpreter was a 
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translation of what he had said, but which deponent is not 
satisfied was in accordance with his declaration” made in 
English at the time, and which he now repeats. 

The examination being gone through with, they were 
permitted to go out into the yard with the native prisoners. 
On the 25th day of November they were taken out and de- 
livered to the American consul. 

In testimony whereof, the said deponent has hereunto set 
his hand, this 17th day of December, A. D. 1836. 

JOHN WILLIAMS. 
; Before me, M. BURROUGH, 
a) Consul United States. 

























































































Henry Habest, aged 35 years, a native of Germany, being 
duly and solemnly sworn, did depose, declare, and say as 
follows : That he is one of boat’s crew of the United States 
; ship Natchez, and who set out from the said ship in the 3d 
; cutter, under charge of Midshipman Renshaw, on the 
; morning of the 2d day of November, and arrived at the mole 
‘ of this city at about 11 o’clock in the day ; and all of them 
being wet and cold, Mr. Renshaw gave them some money, 
with which they got half a bottle ofrum. Mr. R. left the 
boat in charge of Hover, the coxswain, and the rest of them 
walked to the plaza. Deponent there saw Mr. R. purchas- 
ing a hammock, which was given to him to carry to the 
boat ; and on passing the gate, a fisherman came up to him 
and tried to take it frem him, but which he placed in the 
boat. Deponent left the boat for a short time, and on re- 
: turning, was a second time assailed by the fisherman, (a 
Rt negro fellow,) who would not let him pass to the boat. 
; ; Deponent pushed him aside, (but did not strike him,) and 
went down towards the boat; but before he had time to 
reach it, was knocked down by a soldier, who struck him 
with a musket over the head. His knife was now taken 
from his pocket, aud the cord divided by which it was fas- 
tened round his neck, and in cutting which the soldier gave 
him a wound on the face. On recovering his senses, and 
when in the act of rising up, to crawl to the boat, he was 
again knocked down with a large stone thrown by a soldier, 
‘3 and which struck him upon the knee-pan, the same being 
already fractured. He was also several times kicked in the 
side by the soldier, whilst lying upon the mole and unable 
to rise. Deponent was supported by two men to the guard- 
house, where he was placed in confinement with the others. 
At 5, P. M., he and Samuel Long were taken out and 
conveyed to the hospital by a guard of soldiers, where they 
remained till they recovered. 

On the 13th of November, they were called up and ex- 
amined by an officer and the interpreter of the captain of 
the port. Deponent signed some paper at this time, which 
he was told to do, being informed that it was his declara- 
tion translated into Spanish, but which he thinks might 
not have been committed to paper as expressed, inasmuch 
as the interpreter made several mi takes in it, as he, depo- 
nent stated at the time. Svon after being examined, depo- 
nent, with the rest of the sick, was sent to the prison in 
which their shipmates were confined, and where they re- 
mained till the 25th of the month, at which time they were 
brought out and delivered in charge of the American consul. 


sett 


subscribed his name, at the city of Vera Cruz, this 17th 
day of December, A. D. 1836. 
HENRY HABEST, his & mark. 


Before me, M. BURROUGH, C. U. S. 


Samuel Long, aged 23 years, a native of Europe, of and 
hrlonging to the United States ship Natchez, left the said 
ship in the 3d cutter, with seven other seamen and two 
stewards, under charge of Midshipman Renshaw, on the 
2d day of November, for the city of Vera Cruz, ship then 
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lying at anchor off the island of Sacrificios, being duly 
and solemnly sworn, did depose, declare, and say as follows: 
That, on the passage up, they became very wet and cold. 
The officer of the boat accordingly promised them a drink 
of grog when they arrived. On reaching the mole, Hover 
was left in charge of the boat, and the rest of them, by the 
consent of Mr. Renshaw, took a walk into the plaza, where 
they procured half a bottle of liquor with twenty-five cents 
given them by Mr. R. This they took to the boat and 
drank among them. ‘The boat was now left in charge of 
Davis, and deponent went to assist the steward in getting 
marketing to the mole; afier which he took charge of the 
boat. Habest soon brought a hammock down by order of 
Mr. Renshaw, who now returned to the mole, and asked 
them if they were all sober, and told them that he was 
going off in a few minutes, (immediately, and went up to 
the consul’s. Deponent and Richard Freeman were stand- 
ing near the boat, when the former said to the latter, ‘‘we 
will go on the other side of the mole and look at the fish 
they are catching.” They accordingly went and picked up 
one of the fish to examine it, and then returned to the boat ; 
and whilst they were there, Williams informed them thut 
Habest was about to get into a fight with a fisherman. 
They went to Habest at the upper end of the mole, where 
he was engaged in a quarrel with a negro, and who was 
standing before him in an attitude of defence. Some gen- 
tlemen who stood near them said, let them have fair play— 
one ata time. Deponent, however, not wishing to see a 
fight, stepped in between Habest and the negro; at which 
moment a soldier coming up struck Habest several times 
over the head and shoulders with the broad-sword. Depo- 
nent was now pushed down in the crowd, and, on recov- 
ering himself, and in the act of going to the boat, was struck 
across the back with a cutlass by a soldier. Finding him- 
self thus assailed, he and Freeman ran to the boat, and got 
each a boat hook to defend themselves against the soldiery 
and others by whom they had been attacked. But, before 
deponent had an opportunity of using his hook, he was 
struck over the back by a corporal with a broad-sword. He 
now made a pass at the corporal, and at the same moment 
was knocked down, either by a stone or some other missile, 
and from that period does not recollect any thing further 
that occurred, till he found himself in the guard-house. 
The same evening he was conveyed to the hospital with 
Habest, who was also badly hurt. After a fortnight or so, de- 
ponent was examined by a Mexican officer, with an inter- 
preter. His declaration was subscribed by him, agreeably 
to the order of the interpreter, and who stated that it was 
a translation of what he had said in English; but deponent, 
not understanding Spanish, the language into which the 
translation was made, is not prepared to say whether or not 
it was a true translation. 

The said deponent was now sent to the prison where the 
others were confined, and there remained until the 25th of 
November, at which time they were released and delivered 
over to the consul of the United States. 

Deponent did furthermore declare that the quantity and 
quality of the food given to them whilst in prison was 
scarcely sufficient to sustain life, and that they were ob- 
liged to sleep on a cold and damp brick floor, without bed 
or bedding of any kind being allowed them. 

In testimony whereof, the said deponent has hereunto 
set his hand, at the city of Vera Cruz, this 17th day of 
December, A. D., 1836. 

SAML. LONG. 
M. BURROUGH, 
Consul U. States. 


Befere me, 


Nathaniel Groves, aged 25 vears, a native of the United 
States of America, of and belonging to the United States 
ship Natchez, being duly and solemnly sworn, did depose, 
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seamen and two stewards, (viz. the captain and ward-room 
steward, ) did on the morning of the 2d November, set out 
from the ship to which they were attached, in the third 
cutter, under the charge of Midshipman Renshaw, for the 
city of Vera Cruz, and arrived at the mole between 11 and 
12 o'clock. Mr. R. went up to the consul’s, and left the 
boat in charge of the coxswain, Hover, and told them not 
to be out of the way, that he should be ready to go off in a | 
few minutes. Deponent having half a dollar in his pocket, 
purchased some liquor, which was drank among them. 
Mr. Renshaw returned to the mole in a short time, and 
being asked by some of them for a little change to get a 
glass of grog, gave them twenty-five cents, not being aware 
that they had alteady had liquor. Mr. R. again left on 
business, (as supposed, ) when the charge of the boat was 
given to Davis, and the rest of them went towards the mar- 
ket. Deponent quickly returned to the mole, near which 
he met a passenger who was going in their ship, who in- 
formed him that a fight was about to ensue between one of 
his shipmates and some of the Mexicans upon the mole. 


declare, and say as follows: That he, with seven other | 


Freeman, Hover, John Williams, and Samuel Long, on 
returning to the boat, saw Habest and a black fellow en- 
gaged in a quarrel, but who were not fighting. The officer 
of the boat was soon after met by deponent near the corner 
of the plaza, and who ordered him and the rest of the crew 
down to the boat that ‘he should be off immediately.” 


On reaching the mole saw Richard Freeman and Samuel | 
I.ong with boat-hooks in their hands, near the boat, de- | 


fending themselves against the soldiery and fisherman by 


whom they were attacked. The latter of them was struck | 


by one of the guards with a sword, and who then made a 
blow at the soldier with his boat-hook; this was parried by 
the bayonet of the soldier, and whilst he was thus defending 
himself, a soldier struck Richard Freeman with his bayonet, 
inflicting a wound which brought him to the ground. A 
corporal now came up and struck Samuel Long over the 
face with his bayonet, and by which he was knocked down, 
and supposed dead. Ths corporal turned and made a pass 
with a bayonted musket at deponent just as he was getting 
into the boat. Mr. Renshaw had by this time arrived at 
the mole, and erdered them all into the boat, and into 
which all at once placed themselves, with the exception of 
Richard Freeman, and Samuel Long, and Henry Habest, 


who were so badly wounded as not to be able to reach the | 


boat. 
The soldiery had their muskets charged, and stood along- 


side the boat, and pointing them directly upon the boat’s | 


crew, and who, it is said, would have fired on them had 
the captain of the port not prevented it. They were now 
all ordered to the guard-house, where they were placed in 
stocks, and kept till the next evening, when deponent, with 
J. Davis, John Williams, and Samuel Molden, were con- 
veyed to prison, and there placed in a small damp apart- 
ment, with little to eat, and nothing in the way of bed or 


bedding to protect them against the cold and humidity of 
the ground floor. 


terpreter. Deponent did not sign any document, he hav- 
ing informed them them that he could not write. The ex- 
amination being gone through with, they were permitted 
to go into the prison yard, but were securely locked up at 
night, and a sentry placed at the door. On the 25th No- 
vember, they were brought out and delivered over to the 
charge of the United States consul. 

In testimony whereof, the said deponent has hereunto 
subscribed his name, at the city of Vera Cruz, this 18th 
day of December, A. D. 1836. 

NATHL. GROVES, his % mark. 
Before me, M. BURROUGH, C. U.S. 
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Samuel Molden, aged 28 years, a native of Europe, sea- 
man, of and belonging to the United States ship Natchez, 
being duly and solemnly sworn on the day of the date here- 
of, did depose, declare, and say as follows: That he, with 
seven other seamen and two stewards, left the ship Natchez, 
to which they were attached, on the 2d of November, in 
the third cutter of the ship, under charge of Mr. Ren- 
shaw, (midshipman,) and who told them on the passage 
up that ‘* if they would behave themselves, as he hoped they 
would, on arriving at the city they should have all the lib- 
erty he could allow them; and hoped that they would not 
get drunk.” ‘The wind was high, and a heavy sea run- 
ning, and the boat's crew got very wet. Mr. R. told the 
coxswain to take charge of the boat; the rest walked to the 
market, and procured a bottle of liquor, which was drank 
among them; after which, Hover went with the steward to 
the market, and deponent got into the boat, laid down, and 


| went to sleep, but was soon awoke by a noise on the mole; 
| saw at this time several soldiers eround the boat, and a 


Mexican officer, with his sword drawn over the head of 


| Mr. Renshaw, and the others with muskets in their hands 
Deponent, and the four that were with him, viz. Richard | 


pointed at him and the other seamen in the boat. Not 
knowing the cause of the disturbance, and fearing that Mr. 


| Renshaw was about to be cut down, deponent wished to 
| get upon the wharf to defend him, but Mr. R. would not 


permit him, and ordered him to keep quiet, and whilst de- 
ponent was standing in the boat, he was struck across the 
face with a cutlass, which was nigh knocking him down. 
After a little time all got into the boat, except two or three 
who had been wounded by the people of the country, and 
were now lying on the mole. 

Deponent was ordered by Mr. Renshaw to come out of 
the boat, to go up and bring down some things from the 
market, and, when opposite the guard-house, was told to go 
in with the others, and where they were all, except the two 
that were most hurt, placed in confinement; remained there 
till the following evening, and was then sent to a prison in 


| another part of the town, placed in a small damp room, 
| with but little to eat, and nothing to lie upon but a mat. 


After about two weeks confinement, they were examined by 
a Mexican officer and an interpreter, and then allowed access 
to the prison yard. Deponent put his name to a paper, 
which the interpreter told him was a translation of his 
deposition, but whether it was a true translation he is una- 
ble to judge; he was informed that it was correct. 

On the 25th of November, they were all liberated, and 
conducted to the office of the consul of the United States, 
where they were left. 


In testimony whereof, the said deponent has hereunto 


| subscribed his name, at the city of Vera Cruz, this 18th 


day of December, A. D. 1836. 


SAMUEI. MOLDEN. 
Before me, M. BURROUGH, C. U. S. 





Richard Freeman, aged 24 years, a native of Ireland, 
mariner, of and belonging to the United States ship Natchez, 


William Mervine, commander, being duly and solemnly 
On or about the 16th of the month they were all taken | 


out and examined bya Mexican officer and the public in- | and seven other seamen, with the cabin and wardroom 


sworn, did depose, declare, and say as follows: That he 


stewards, set out and departed from the said ship Natchez 
on the 2d day of November, in the third cutter, under the 
charge of Midshipman Renshaw, and arrived at the mole of 
this city at about the hour of 11 o’clock, A. M. Had a 
rough passage up, and being wet and cold, on reaching 
Vera Cruz, went and got a glass of grog, with some money 
given to them by the officer of the boat. Hover being left 
to take care of the boat, was relieved by others in turn. 
After a little time Mr. Renshaw, who had gone to the office 
of the consul, returned and tcld them to ‘*keep about the 
boat, that he should be ready to go off in a few minutes.” 
Samuel Molden was now in the boat. Samuel Long asked 
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deponent to go and look at some fish which they were 
catching on the other side of the mole. They went and 
examined them, and then returned to the boat. At this 
time Williams came to them and said that Habest was 
about to fight with some one; upon which deponent and 
Long went to see what the matter was, and on arriving at 
the spot, near the upper end of the mole, saw Habest, who 
told them that he ‘was going to fight a negro fellow,” 
who had just come out of the water, (a fisherman.) The 
negro was quarrelling with him, and standing in an atti- 
tude for fighting. Some gentleman who was near them 
said ‘‘ let them fight, give them fair play, one at a time,” 
but Habest did not strike him. Samuel Long insisted on 
whipping the fellow, and proposed to fight him, (the fish- 
erman;) the negro at this time standing in readiness to 
make a blow; deponent tried to dissuade his shipmates 
from fighting, and was using all his exertions to get them 


back into the boat, when a soldier came up and struck him | 


and Samuel Long with a sabre ; several other soldiers were 
likewise present, and whose muskets with mounted bayo- 
nets were used against them; deponent and Long finding 
themselves likely to be overpowered by the arms of the sol- 
diery, ran to the boat and got boat-hooks to defend them- 
selves. 

They were followed by the assailants near the boat, and 
on regaining the mole were again attacked, and deponent 


received a bayonet wound in the hip, and another in the | 


right side, which brought him to the ground. The officer 
of the boat had now arrived on the mole, and who ordered 
them into the boat, where they at once got. 
soldiery were standing upon the edge of the quay, with mus- 


to have received a fire. 

Shortly after they (the boat’s crew) were ordered to the 
guard-house, and where deponent and others were confined 
in stocks. Deponent was struck several times, after being 
secured in the stocks, with a large cane, by the corporal of 


the guard ; remained in the guard-house with the others till | 


next night, when deponent and the others that were 
wounded were conducted to the hospital. 
13th day of November, deponent was taken out of his 
room and examined by an officer and an interpreter. De- 


ponent signed his declaration, as translated into Spanish, | 


which he was told by the interpreter was a true translation 
of his deposition. 

After remaining near three weeks in the hospital, depo- 
nent was removed, with James Hover, to the prison in 
which their other shipmates were confined. 

On the 25th day of November they all obtained their re- 
lease, being delivered over to the charge of the consul of 
the United States. 

In testimony whereof, the said deponent has hereunto 
set his hand, at the city of Vera Cruz, this 18th day of 
December, 1836. R. FREEMAN. 

Before me, M. BURROUGH, C. U.S. 


James Hover, aged 32 years, a native of the State 
New Jersey, United States of America, mariner, of and 
belonging to the United States ship Natchez, W. Mervine, 
commander, being duly and solemnly sworn, did depose, 
declare, and say: that on the second day of November, he, 
with seven other seamen, and two stewards, under charge 
of Mr. Renshaw, midshipman, left the said ship Natchez, 
and arrived at the mole at Vera Cruz, at about 11 o’clock 
in the day; all left-the boat except deponent, who was de- 
puted to take charge of the boat. John Davis, after a lit- 


tle time, came and relieved him, when deponent went up 
to the market with the wardroom steward, and bronght 
down some articles for the ship; left the boat a second time 
in company with the steward, and returned without him; 
again quitted the mole, and when near the curner of the 





On or about the | 





of 
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plaza, met a gentleman who was going passenger in the 
ship, who told deponent that there was a quarrel going on 
between the Americans and the Mexicans upon the mole ; 
deponent said that he would go down when he saw the 
officer of the boat, but not seeing the officer, joined the 
two stewards and went to the mole; and there saw fighting 
between Samuel Long, Henry Habest, and some of the 
citizens and soldiers of the place. Deponent went direct- 
ly to the boat, and before he had time to get into the boat, 
and whilst standing upon’ the mole in waiting for Samuel 
Molden to haul up the boat, that he might get into her, 
was struck by a soldier or some other person of the coun- 
try with a stone upon the head, which knocked him down ; 
and when his hat fell into the water, recovering himself, 
he jumped into the sea, in order to clear himself from the sol- 
diers and others by whom thev were attacked, and succeed- 
ed in getting into the boat; about this time, Mr. Renshaw 
arrived at the mole, and ordered all to take seats in the 
boat, and six of the boat's crew and the two stewards obey- 
ed, leaving the other two upon the mole, who were badly 
wounded. Soon after, Mr Renshaw ordered deponent and 
the rest of them out of the boat, and to go up with 
him—all obeyed—and when they arrived opposite to the 
guard-house, were told to go in—and there deponent and 
six others remained for the night and next day, when de- 
ponent and Richard Freeman were convey to the hospital ; 
there, they remained about two weeks, when they were 
taken out and examined by some Mexicin. Deponent 


| signed a paper which the interpreter told him was a depo- 
The Mexican | 


sition which he was making out for the new governor, and 


' who also told him that, in about two weeks, they would 


kets pointed towards them, and from whom they expected | be released (as he expected. ) 


In the course of four or 
five days, deponent, Richard Freeman, Henry Habest, and 
Samuel Long, who were now in the hospital, were ail con- 


| veyed to a prison near the south gate of the city; there 
| they remained till the 25th of November, when they were 


all taken out and delivered over to the charge of the Ameri- 
can consul. 

In testimony whereof the said deponent has hereunto 
set his hand at the city of Vera Cruz, this third day of 
January, Anno Domini, 1837. : 

JAMES HOVER, his -+- mark. 


Before me, M. BURROUGH €C. U. 8. 





Consvutate or rue U. 8S. or Amenica, 
At Vera Cruz. 

I, M. Burrough, consul of the United States of Ameri- 
ca at Vera Cruz, do hereby certify that the foregoing, 
subscribed ‘* James Hover,” is a true and faithful copy ot 
the original, finding place in my consular register, letter 
C, pp. 29, 30, 31. 

Witness my hand and seal of office hereunto affixed, at 


| the city of Vera Cruz, this sixth day of January, A. D., 


1837, and of the independence of the United States of 
America the 60th. M. BURROUGH. 





Consvutatr or Tut U.S or America, 
At Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

These are to certify that John Davis, mariner, of and 
belonging to the United States ship Natchez, W. Mervine, 
commander, and one of the boat’s crew of said~ ship im- 
prisuned at this place on the 2d day of November last past, 
did, on or about the 4th of December, desert from the 
charge of this consulate, since which, he has not returned, 
and, in consequence, the deposition of the said mariner 
does not appear. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal of office, at the city of Vera Cruz, this 6th 
day of January, A. D. 1837, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the 60th. 

M. BURROUGH. 
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Name of the vesssel, and na- 
Name of claimant. Date of the act complained of. | ture of the property seized, Amount claimed. 


or of the act complained of. 








+ 
<a mt Pe conan iibier enh] ae 
| 
. Mexican Company of Bal- | 1816 - - -|- - : - | Not stated. (a) 
timore. 
2. A. P. Choulteau and Ju- | 1817 — - - - | The claimants imprisoned at | Value of property lost 
lius de Mun. Santa Fe, and their property | $30,380 744. (4) 
confiscated. 
3. Mrs. Young” - 1817 - - - ~ a - | Not stated. (c) 
4. John Jacob Astor, P. P. | 1818 - . - Brig Cossack - - | Vessel and cargo sold 
Pope. for about $40,000. (d) 
5. 8.G. Arnold & Co, Rich- | 1821 - - - | Ship Louisa, cargo of - | $33,945. (e) 
ard J. Arnold, Ratcliffe | 
Hicks. 
6. John Mitchell - - | Not mentioned. The claim- | Specie seized ° - | $4,738. (f) 
| ant’s letter asking the inter- | 
| position of the Government, | 
is dated June 8, 1824. 
7. John B. Marié - - | Summer of 1824 - - | Coffee and provisions - | Not stated. (4) 
8. Borie and Laguerenne - November, 1824 - - | legal exaction of duties - | $32,729 79. (h) 
9 E. Dudley and J. C. | 1824 - - - | Robbery by Indians - - | Not stated. (7) 
Wilson. 
10. Not stated . 4th January, 1825 - - | Schooner Scott fired upon and | Not stated. (/) 
injured at Vera Cruz. 
11. Assignees of John Coul- | 6th September, 1825 - | Quantity of brandies seized - | Not stated. (4) 
ter. 
12. G. G. & 8. Howland - | October, 1825 - - | White wax seized - - | $10,000. (2) 
Thomas Wilson - | 1826 - - - | Schooner Fair American and | Not stated. (m) 
cargo. 
14. Atlantic Insurance Com- | Not stated. The letter of the Brig Liberty stated to have | Not stated. (7) 
pany, New York. | presidentofthe company ask- | been illegally seized. 
| ing the interposition of the | 
Government, is dated Feb- | 





ruary 7, 1826. 





(a) This was an association of individuals that furnished General Mina with the means of undertaking his invasion 
of Mexico, which amount they aver has never been repaid them. 

(b) The claimants, chiefs of a hanting expedition, were, with their followers, arrested by the Spanish authorities, 
carried into Santa Fe, and, without trial, imprisoned and otherwise maltreated, for an alleged trespass upon the domin- 
ions of Spain in that quarter. For a detailed statement of the case, see Wait’s State Papers, vol. 12, page 435. 

(c) The claimant is the widow of Colonel Guilford D. Young, who was a partisan of Mina, and was killed while 
serving under him in 1817. ‘The claim is understood to be for arrears of pay. 

(d) One of the pretexts for the seizure in this case was the alleged want of a sea-letter. ‘The seizure took place at 
Mazallan, on the western coast of Mexico. It does not appear whether there were any judicial proceedings. A decree 
ofthe Mexican Government, dated 27th July, 1821, directed restitution of the vessel, but the decree was never executed, 
and no compensation for the loss has ever been received. 

(e) The vessel arrived at Acapulco laden with provisions, arms, &c.; upon learning which, Iturbide issued two edicts, 
one dated Chilpasingo, 20th February, the other Igunla, 4th of March, 1821, directing the cargo to be taken for his use. 
On the Ist February, 1822, the regency of Mexico decreed indemnity, which was to be received in part from the T'reas- 
ury of Mexico, and the residue from the customs at Vera Cruz and Acapulco. A part of the amount has been received, 
and the claim is for the balance. 

(f) The property seized on the road from Mexico to Vera Cruz by officers of the Mexican Government. 

(g) The goods were seized upon the pretext of their having been introduced contrary to a Mexican law prohibiting 
the importation of such articles. The claimant says that he was ignorant of the existence of the law. 

(h) The exaction was made upon a quantity of cotton goods imported into Alverado. 

(¢) The clajmants were robbed of a part of their property by the Camanche Indians on their return from a trading 
expedition to Mexico. Original papers in the case sent to Mr. Poinsett. 

(j) The outrage was perpetrated for an alleged violation of the blockade of the castle of St. Juan de Ulloa. 

(A) The property was seized upon the pretext of its being the produce of Spain, whereas it was the produce of France. 

(/) The property was seized at Alvarado upon the ground of its being of Spanish, whereas it was of Russian origin. 

(m) The seizure was made at Brazos Santiago, the port or harbor of Refugio in Mexico, upon the ground that the 
vesse] was not provided with the proper consular certificates. All the papers sent to the legation at Mexico. 

(n) All the original papers in this case having been sent to Mr. Poinsett, the particulars of it cannot be ascertained. 


Vor. XIV.—A 29 
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Name of the vessel, and na- 
Name of the claimant. Date of the act complained of | ture of the property seized, 


or of the act complained of. 


Amount claimed. 
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} 
15. 8. Russell and H. Nixon | Date of second act September, | Brig Delight. Illegal exac- | Not stated. (a) 

1826. tion of duties at San Blas, 
and seizure and detention of 


her cargo at Sisal. 
16. R. M. Whitney & Co. | Not stated. The original let- | Not stated - 


S - | Not stated. (b) 
ter of claimants dated Nov- 


ember 23, 1826. 
17. John Andrews - | 1827 - - - 


White wax seized at Alvarado | Not stated. (c) 





18. R. W. Meade - - | Not stated - - - | Not stated - - - | Not stated. (d) 
19. Pardon U. Green - | January 1828 - - - $9,678 71. (e) 
20. W. Massecott - - | Not stated. Claimant's letter | Not stated - - - | $1,528. (f) 


requesting interposition, da- 
ted May 19, 1828. 
| May, 1829 - : s 





21. Charles Callaghan 


Brig Ann detained at Vera | $14,000. (g) 
Cruz, and her voyage bro- | 
ken up. 


22. Robinson Potter - | August, 1829 - - | Brig William seized and em- | $4,532. (h) 
ployed as a transport. 

23. John Kennedy and F. | August 3, 1829 —- - Brig Urzula seized and em- | $2,005,with interest. (7) 

E. White. | ployed for the same purpose. | 

24. Smith & Thompson - | 1829 - - - | Brig Splendid seized and em- | Not stated. (4) 
ployed for the same purpose, | 

25. Manuel de Cala 4 September, 1829 - - | Schooner Rebecca and Eliza | Not stated. The ves- 
| and cargo seized and sold. sel was insured for 
| $4,000. (2) 

26. A. Pell & Brother - | 1829 . - - | Quantity of types taken and | $600. (m) 


destroyed at Tampico. 
December, 1829 - - | Imprisoned at Tabasco, and | Not stated. (7) 
his vessel, the schooner 
Galaxy, detained. 
2s. J. K. West - - | Not stated - - - - | Not stated. (0) 
29. Samuel Lowder - | February, 1832 - - | Schooner Topaz employed as | $6,500. (p) 


° a transport, captain and 
| mate murdered. 


27. William H. Shaw - 








(a) The seizure at Sisal was made because of an alleged want of consular certificates. All the original papers sent 
to Mr. Poinseit. 


(b) All the papers in this case were sent to Mr. Poinsett. 


(c) The property was seized ut Alvarado on the ground of its being of Spanish origin, whereas it is represented to 


have been imported into New York from St. Petersburg, and thence to Alvarado. ‘There seems to have been a con- 
demnation by a tribunal. 


(d) Nothing further relative to this case ean be ascertained than that Mr. Clay, in a letter to Mr. Poinsett, dated 9th 
June, 1827, instructs him to give the claimant such assistance as he might deem advisable. 


(e) The claim in this case is for supplies furnished the Mexican brig of war Hermeon, which put into Key West in 
distress. 

(f) The papers in this case having been sent to Mr. Poinsett, the letter to him which accompanied them is the only 
document in which it is mentioned, and that only states that the claimant was deprived of the money by certain irregu- 
lar and unjust proceedings of the anthorities at Sisal. 

(g) It is stated that the vessel put into Vera Cruz in distress, and that the amount claimed is for the loss sustained in 
consequence of being obliged to pay duties on the cargo. The inferior court decided in favor of allowing the vessel to 
depart, but the authorities appealed to the supreme court of Puebla, whose decision does not appear. 


(h) The seizure took place at Vera Cruz during the Spanish invasion, and the vessel was constrained to carry a di- 
vision of troops to Jaculata. ; 


(7) No further particulars respecting this case appear. 


(A) The vessel was employed to transport troops from Vera Cruz to Jaculata. Original papers sent to the legation 
at Mexico. 
(/) The seizure was made at Tampico, for an alleged intent to supply with provisions the Spanish invading army. 
(m) The seizure was made during the Spanish invasion. 
(n) The claimant, who was master of the vessel, was imprisoned six weeks for no apparent cause. 


(0) The claim in this case is for a bill of exchange drawn by Mr. Henera in favor of the claimant, when Mr. H. was 
appointed minister to the United States, and for supplies sent to Mexico by his direction. 


(p) The captain contracted to carry 150 soldiers from Matamoras to Galveston; on the passage he and his mate were 
causelessly murdered by the soldiers, and the vessel taken possession of. 
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: ; | Name of the vessel, and na- | 
Name of the claimant. Date of the act complained of.| ture of the property seized, | Amount claimed. 
or of the act complained of. | 








30. J. W. Breedlove, and | March 16, 1829 - - | Brig General Morales seized | $8,826. (a) 
others. | and detained at Vera Cruz. 
31. E. K. Collins - - | Since April 5, 1832 - | Discriminating tonnage duties | $6,000. 
| exacted in contravention of | 
| the treaty. | 
32. Jackson Marine Insu- | June 21, 1832 ° - | Schooner Brazoria seized & |} $7,215. (d) 
ranco Company. | employed in the Mexican | 
service. 
33. Aaron Leggett - | 1832 ™ « - | Steamboat Hidalgo seized and | $786,507 72 (c) 
employed in the Mexican | 
service. | 








(a) The vessel arrived at Vera Cruz on the 16th of January, 1829, with no cargo, but with an excess of provisions, 
as it was understood that she was to be sold and fitted out as a privateer in the Mexican service. In the night of the 
2d of February, 52 kegs of gunpowder were surreptitiously introduced on board of her from a schooner just arrived from 
New Orleans. On the 20th the whole of the powder and provisions were forcibly seized and carried from the vessel by 
order of the authorities at Vera Cruz. The provisions were sul.sequently restored ; and as the vessel could not be sold 
for the purpose for which she had been destined, she was cleared out for New Orleans or the 16th of March. On the 
same day, after she had been cleared out, the captain of the port, accompanied by about thirty men, suddenly repaired 
on board and seized the vessel. ‘The legality of the seizure was contested in the Mexican courts, who eventually de- 
cided in favor of the claimants, and the vessel was restored on the 12th of October, 1830. The claim is for the deten- 
tion of the brig, and the consequent losses. The pretext for the’seizure was her having the gunpowder on board, which 
was contrary to the Mexican laws. 

(4) On the 21st of June, 1832, whilst the vessel was lying in the port of Brazoria, she was seized by John Austin, 
the Mexican military commandant in that quarter, and employed to make an attack upon Anahuac. During the attack 
she was so much injured that the owners abandoned her to the underwriters, who claim the amount specified of the 
Mexican Government. 

(c) On the 18th of November, 1831, the claimant obtained from the Lgislature of the Mexican State of Tabasco the 
grant of an exclusive privilege to use steamboats on the waters of that State for the period of ten years. He according- 
ly sent thither a steamboat called the Hidalgo, which arrived on the 19th of June, 1832. She was to be employed 
chiefly in transporting logwood to the coast, and the claimant had entered into contracts with several individuals in the 
interior for ail the logwood they had cut down in 1831, and might cut down in 1832, 1833, and 1834. He also 
purchased and chartered several vessels for the purpose of carrying the logwood away. The steamboat commenced her 
trips on the 28th of June, 1832, by going down the river to Frontera, and, on the 30th, the fort there was taken by an 
invading force from the neighboring States of Chiapas and Yucatan, with a view to compel Tabasco to recede from its 
declaration in favor of Santa Anna. ‘The garrison retreated into the town, and would have been obliged to surrender, 
had not the Hidalgo chanced to be there; they rushed on board of her, and forced the master to convey them immedi- 
ately to the capital of the State. On the 2d of July, Don Mariana Martinez, the commander-ia-chief of Santa Anna’s 
forces in that quarter, sent an order to the commander of the steamboat to hold her at his, the commander’s disposal, 
and the order was accompanied by a file of soldiers to enforce it; and on the 6th another order was sent requiring the 
steamboat to be employed for the transportation of troops, and she was so employed from the 30th of June to the 2d 
of August, 1832; and the captain and crew were obliged, by threats of personal violence, and even of death, to submit 
to the orders of the officers sent on board. 

This detention of the steamboat was the primary cause of all the subsequent disasters of the claimant. The vessels 
which were to carry away the logwood all arrived at ‘l'abasco from the 16th of June to the 5th of July; but finding no 
cargoes ready for them, that the steamboat had been seized, and that owing to the distracted state of the country it was 
not probable that cargoes could be procured, they, early in August, set sail for the ports to which they respectively be- 
longed ; and the captains and owners of the vessels have since demanded of the claimant the penalties of the charter 
parties, which he has paid to the extent of his means. The detention of the steamboat also led to the loss of the profits 
which the claimant reasonably expected to derive from the contracts referred to. Her employment, too, in the service 
of Santa Anna eventually led to her loss: for, on the 10th of Octuber, 1332, having stopped at Jonuta, she suddenly 
filled with water and sunk ; the claimant thereupon proceeded to Laguna, in Yucatan, to get persons to assist in raising 
her. On his arrival, he was summoned into the presence of the commandant general of the place, who, when informed 
of his object, refused himself to aid the claimant, and forbade the inhabitants of Laguna from succoring him, alleging, 
as a reason, that the steamboat had been the cause of the victory of Santa Anna’s party on the 25th July. The 
schooner Consolation, belouging to the claimant, was seized and compelled to transport troops of the party opposed to 
Santa Anna. Afier her release, she was again seized by a magistrate of Santa Anna’s party, because of having been 
employed in the service of his adversaries ; the captain was put in the stocks, and the vessel finally became unseaworthy 
in consequence of her detention. ‘The brig John, belonging to the claimant, was also detained by officers of Santa 
Anna’s party, and the captain imprisoned. Dennis Gahagan, one of the clai nant’s agents, was likewise imprisoned ; 
a large sum in specie was extorted from the claimant by the military officers at San Juan Bautista, in August, 1832, 
The losses brought upon the claimant by the incidents above detailed, were the proximate cause of the bankruptcy of 
the commercial house of which he was a partaer, in New York. 
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CLAIMS ON MEXICO—Continued. 








Name of the vessel, and na- 
Name of the claimant. _ Date of the act complained of | ture of the property seized, or Amount claimed. 
of the act complained of. 


Brig Industry - - | $11,006 68. (a) 

Brig Ophir - . - | Not stated. Value of 
| vessel supposed to be 
| $20,000. (d) 


34. William McKeige - | April 2, 1824 - 
35. New York State Marine | May 2, 1832 % 
Insurance Company ; | 
Commercial Insurance 
Company ; Union In- | 
surance Company. 
| 

} 


36. Thomas Early, Francis | 
Early, Rufus Turnage, 
Albert G. Fugua. 


May, 1835 - Z - | The Schooner Martha seized 
; and condemned, & the claim- 
ants imprisoned. 


Not stated. (c) 








37. A. de O, Santangelo - | 25th June, 1835 - - | Unjustly & illegally banished | $100,000. (d) 

38. PeterHarmony, LeRoy, | October, 1822 - - | Specie seized on the way from | $15,000. (e) 
Bayard, & Co. | Mexico to Vera Cruz. 

39. Peter Harmony - | Same - - - | Same - - - | $5,587. (f) 











(a) On the 10th March, 1834, the captain, who is the claimant, applied at the custom-house in Tabasco for a clear- 
ance, but was informed that the district judge had attached the vessel upon the pretext that the forescuttle was not sealed 
when she arrived. On the 12th, the captain was arrested and imprisoned for thirteen days, and was only released upon 
the condition of paying Rogas, the district judge, one hundred and sixty dollars. He then applied for a clearance, 
which was refused, unless he would pay a further sum of fifty ounces in gold. On the 2d of April, after being again 
arrested and harassed for a pretended debt due one of his crew, he again applied for a clearance, which was granted on 
the responsibility of the collector. He set out with the vessel, but was ordered back by the judge, who declared he 
should not go until he paid the fifty ounces of gold. The vessel was then abandoned, and the judge sold her and her 
cargo and pocketed the proceeds. 

(6) About ten in the morning of the Ist of May, 1835, the vessel anchored in the harbor of Campeche. About 
noon she was visited by the captain of the port and health officers, to whom the captain exhibited his list of crew, the 
triplicate invoices of the cargo, and the triplicate general manifest. The interpreter informed the captain that it would 
be necessary to carry the invoices only to the custom-house. ‘The master then went ashore with the captain of the port 
in his boat, and presented the invoices at the custom-house. A young man just beginning to learn English acted as 
interpreter. ‘The collector immediately addressed a written complaint to the district judge, stating that the captain had 
not presented the triplicate general manifests required by law to be given aboard the vessel whilst in the act of anchor- 
ing, and that he had stated that he had not made out such manifests, the captain’s answer being mistaken or misinter- 
preted. The captain, suspecting that it was intended to ensnare him, set out on his return to his vessel, but owing to 
the darkness of the night, and the haziness of the weather, did not find her till next morning. He presented his gen- 
eral manifest to the revenue officer on board, who sent it to the custom-house. On the same day (2d May) the brig 
was boarded by the captain of the port, her sails carried on shore, an armed guard placed on board, and she condemned. 

(ce) The vessel arrived at Galveston bay on the 3d of May, 1835, and came to anchor under the stern of the Mexi- 
can Government schooner Montezuma. An officer from her repaired on board the Martha, examined the papers, and 
complained that the passengers had no passports, and that there were articles on board not included in the manifest. A 
guard of twelve men was then sent to the Martha. Some of the passengers having been invited by the pilot of the port 
to go ashore next day to hunt, two or three of them were loading their guns in the cabin to be in readiness the next 
morning, when one-of the guards looking down and seeing them reported the circumstance. ‘T'wo boats were immedi- 
ately sent from the Montezuma to the Martha, all the passengers forced into them, carried to the Montezuma and con- 
fined under the hatches. The next morning the Lieutenant Commandant went with some of his men, provided with 
crowbars, adzes, axes, &c, and searched the Martha, breaking open the barrels and boxes; after which they returned, 
released the passengers, and sent them back to their own vessel ; though the passengers, who had saddles on board for 
their own use, had them taken from them under plea that they were new and had not been used. On the 6th of May 
the Lieutenant Commandant again repaired on board the Martha, and after searching the passengers’ trunks, took all 
their arms from them and put them in his boat. He then called up the black steward of the Martha and told him to 
point out those of the passengers who were concerned in loading the guns on the evening of the 3d. When the Stew- 
ard had pointed them out, the Lieutenant said that he was going te make the Martha a prize, and to take the four pas- 
sengers pointed out by the steward prisoners to Vera Cruz. ‘They were consequently ordered into the boat and taken 
on board the Montezuma. The next day the other passengers were sent under the charge of an officer to Anahuac and 
there released. On her way to Vera Cruz the Montezuma stopped at Matamoras, and in consequence of the urgent 
solicitations and remonstrance of our consul there, the four Americans confined on board were liberated. The Martha 
was taken to Vera Cruz, tried and condemned. 


(d) The person in question was ordered to leave Mexico in three days, upon a charge of having published an article in 
a newspaper animadverting upon the administration of President Santa Anna. 


‘ He claims the amount specified for losses 
sustained in consequence of the act. 


: ; S : ; ; f 
(e) The seizure is represented to have been made by officers of Iturbide, and the money to have been carried to Pe- 
rota and converted to his use. 


(f) A similar case to the preceding. 
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CLAIMS ON MEXICO—Continued. 





Name of the claimant. 


Date of the 





40. Not stated = - nif 1835 - - 

41. Notstated - - | 1836 - - 
| 

42. Heirs of James P. Wal- | 1825 - - 
lace. 

43. J. F Lund - - | 1836 - - 

44. ~ - - | 1836 - - 

45. : . - | 1836 . . 

46. John Baldwin - - | 1831 - - 
| 


act complained of 


- | Schooner Hannah Elizabeth - 
- | Brig Jane, schooner Compeer, 


- | Schooner Northampton 





[25th Cone. Ist Szss- 


| Name of the vessel, and na- | 
ture of the property seized, 
| or the act complained of. 


Amount claimed. 


| Not slated. (a) 

Not stated. (4) 
| and other merchant vessels 
of the United States. 


- | Forty casks of brandy - | (ce) 
- | Mules on board brig Jane 
- | Schooner Eclipse’ - - | (d) 


' 


Not stated. (¢) 
- | Not stated. (f) 








(a) The cle and crew of this seontl, together with five persons, passengers in her, were se load at (sai a, in 


Texas, and carried to Matamoras by the Mexican armed schooner Bravo. 


upon the Hannah and Elizabeth. 


The Bravo is also represented to have fired 


(6) Detained by the authorities of Matamoras in violation of the eighth article of the treaty. 
(c) The property was ours at New Orleans on board of the United States merchant schooner Felix, which was 


captured by a Mexican cruiser 
(d) Detained at Tabasco. 
(e) Wrecked on the Mexican coast. 
(f) Personal injuries at Minotitlan, in Mexico. 


Nors.—There are other claims which were presented to the Mexican Government by the Representative of the 
United States without waiting for the directions of the Department. 





UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 
Message from the President of the United States to the 


House of Representatives, transmitting the information 


required by a resolution of the House of Representatives 


upon the subject of the condition of the political rela-| 


tions between the United States and Mexico; 
the condition of Texas. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the 17th instant, I transmit a report from 
the Secretary of State, together with the documents by 
which it was accompanied. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


Wasusineton, January 25, 1837. 





DerantMent or Srare, 
Washingten January 25, 1837. 
The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 17th in- 


stant, requesting the President to lay before that House, if 


not incompatible with the public interests, any information 
in his possession, showing the condition of the political re- 
lations between the United States and Mexico, and, also, 
any further information that he may have received on the 
condition of Texas, has the honor herewith to communi- 
cate copies of, and extracts from, such papers in this De- 
partment as are deemed necessary to show the present state 
of the political relations between the United States and the 
Mexican republic. Since the return of the agent who was 
sent to inquire into the condition of Texas, no additional 
information has been received on that subject. All which 
is respectfully submitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Parstvent of the United States. 


LIST OF PAPERS 


Ir. Ejlis to Mr. Forsyth, June 23, 1836.—Extruct. 


also, on | 


; The same to Mr. Monasterio, May 30, 


| Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, June 10, 

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, June 17, 

Mr. Tornel to Mr. Monasterio, 
tion. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, July 12, 1836.—E£ztract. 

Commodore Dallas to Mr. Robertson, April, 26, 1836. 

Mr. Robertson to General Gomez, May 3, 1836. 


1836. 
1836. Translation. 


1836. Translation. 
June 15, 1836. Transla- 


General Gomez to Mr. Robertson, May 3, 1836. Trans- 

| latton. 

| Mr. Robertson to General Gomez, May 4, 1836. 

The same to Mr. Ellis, May 6, 1836. 

Lieutenant Osborn to Mr. Robinson, May 5, 1836. 

Mr. Robertson to General Gomez, May 5, 1836. 

| General Gomez to Mr. Robertson, May 5, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

| Mr. Robertson to General Gomez, May 5, 1836. 

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, June 14, 1836. Translation. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio, June - 1836. 

|Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, June 21, 1836. Translatiog. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio, June “ 1836. 

The same to Mr. Robertson, June 29, 1836. 

The same to Mr. Forsyth, July 16, 1836. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Monasterio, March 8 8, 1836. 

| Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Butler, March 16, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis, July 20, 1836. 

Mr. Coleman to Mr. Forsyth, May 18, 1836. 

The same to the same, June 6, 1836.—Exrtract. 

| Mr. Ellis to the same, October 11, 1836. 

The same to Mr. Monasterio, September 26, 1856. 

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, October 3, 1836. Transla- 
tion, 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, October 4, 1836. 

The same to Mr. Monasterio, September 9, 1836. 

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, September 13, 1836. Trans- 


lation. 
Mr. 


Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, 
Che 


same to Mr. 


Or” tober 5. 1836 
Monasterif, 
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Mr. Mentaincle to Mr. ‘Ellis, September ti l, 1836, Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio, September 20, 1836. 

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, September 27, 1836. Trans- 
lation. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, October 11, 1836.—Eztraci. 

The same to the same, October 25, 1836. 

The same to Mr, Monasterio, October 20, 1836. 

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis, October 21, 1836, 
lation. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, November 10, 1836. 

The same to Mr. Monasterio, November 4, 1836. 

The same to Mr. Forsyth, November 3, 1836.—Eztract. 

The same to the same, December 9, 1836.—Extract. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis, December 10, 1836. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, December 14, 1836. 

The same to the same, December 21, 1836.—E2tracf. 

Mr.. Perrine to Mr. Ellis, September 4, 1836. 

Mr. Burrough to Mr. Forsyth, November 22, 1836. 

The same to the same, December 1, 1836.—Extract. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, September 7, 1836. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis, December 20, 1836. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, October 15, 1836. 

Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis, October 8, 1836. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio, October 14, 1836. 

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis, December 9, 1826.— Extract. 

Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth, January 12, 1837. 


Trans- 


fr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth.—Extract. 


Lecation or THr Unitep Srares, 
Mexico, June 23, 1836. 


. . * * * * 


From the enclosed papers, (B,) you will see the evasive | 


and unsatisfactory answer given to my note of the 30th ul- 
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2d of Sedilihde, 1835. They w were van landed i ina shes 1, 
feeble condition, and placed under a guard of soldiers at the 
Bravo de Santiago, pillaged of their clothes, after having 
been on short allowance during their imprisonment on board 
the General Bravo. 

In a time of profound peace the Hannah Elizabeth was 
sailing in the pursuit of a lawful trade, under the protection 
of the flag of a neutral and friendly Power, and she had 
every reason to calculate on the hospitality of the Mexican 
Government and people, and more especially when it was 
known she was in distress. ‘I'he violence offered to her, 


| under such circumstances, I am well persuaded, is an act 


| 


timo, demanding satisfaction of this Government for the | 


outrage committed on the American flag, in the capture of | 
the Hannah Elizabeth by the General Bravo, and the im- 
prisonment of the captain, crew, and passengers. 

These acts of injustice and oppression are daily perpe- 
trated on citizens of the United States, and every succeed- 
ing application for sedress is met with cold neglect, and, no 
doubt, with a secret determination to commit similar of- 
fences, seeing that they have heretofore done so with entire 
impunity. If a satisfactory explanation is not given of this 
affair in a short time, I shall feel it to be my duty to com- 
municate, in the most decisive manner, to the Mexican 
Government, the unalterable purpose of the United States 
not to submit to these reiterated aggressions upon the ~ 
sons and property of American citizens. * 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. 


Lesation or THe U.S. oF 
Mexico, 


Monasterio. 


America, 
May 30, 1836. 
The undersigned, chargé d’affuires of the United States 


of America, has the honor to present his compliments to | 


the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, and begs Icave to call 
his attention to the capture of an American vessel by the 
Mexican armed vesse] General Bravo, in the port of Mata- 
gorda, in the month of November last. The Hannah 
Elizabeth, of New Orleans, sailed from that port on the 
13th of November, 1835, bound to Matagorda, Texus; and 
en the 18th of the same month, she stranded on the bar, in 
attempting to enter the bay of Matagorda. While in this 
unfortunate condition, she was fired into by the Mexican 
armed vessel of war General Bravo, boarded by twenty 
armed soldiers, under the command of two officers, who 
forcibly took the captain, crew, and passengers from the 
; bravo, when they were chained in the 
arrival in Matagorda, on the 


wreck on board the 
hold of that vessel until thei 


| ject Mr. 


of injustice committed without the knowledge of this Gov 
ernment; and I have too high a respect for its character to 
suppose, for a single moment, it will sanction am outrage 
directly in opposition to the treaty of amity, commerce, and 
navigation, subsisting between the two republics. I hav: 
been informed the crew and passengers have been set at 
liberty; but I have not been advised of the release of the 
captain of the Hannah Elizabeth. I then, in compliance 
with instructions from my Government, demand the imme- 
diate release of this individual, ample damages for the 
illegal detention of himself, crew, and passengers, and an 
apology for the insult to the flag of the United States, by 
the firing of the General Bravo upon the Hannah Elizabeth. 
The undersigned embraces the present occasion to offer 
to his excellency the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs the 


| assurance of his distinguished consideration. 


POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To his Excellency 
The Acrine Minister oF ForvicsArrairs. 


Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 


(Translation. } 


Pauace or rue Natrona Government, 
Mexico, June 10, 1836. 


The undersigned, chief clerk charged with the despatch 
of the Department of Relations, has the honor to inform 
Mr. Powhatan Ellis that he has this day conveyed to the 
Secretary of War, with a view to his suitable advice, his 
note of the 30th of May last, relative to the capture of the 
American barque Hannah Elizabeth by the Mexican, call 
ed Gencral Bravo; and that as soon as the undersigned 
receives a reply, he will make it known to Mr. Ellis, to 
whom, in the interim, he renews the assurances of his 
very distinguished consideration and esteem. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To Mr. Pewnataw Ets, 

Charge d Affaires of the United States of America. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 


{ Translation. ] 


Parace ov THE Narronat Government, 
Mexico, June 17, 1836. 


The undersigned, chief clerk in the Department of Re 
lations, charged with its despatch, has the honor to enclose 
tu the Hon. Powhatan Ellis a copy of ihe official note 
which he has received from the Minister of War, in rela- 
tion to the capture of the American schooner Hannah 
Elizabeth by the Mexican General Bravo, on which sub- 
Ellis treated in his note of the 30th ultimo; the 
undersigned availing himself of the opportunity of renew- 
ing to him the assurances of his very distinguished con- 
sideration, 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To the Hon. Pownatawn E tis, 


Chargé a’ 1 faire s of the United States of America 
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Mr. Tornel to Mr. Monasterio. 
[Translation. } 


Orrice or THE SecneTaRy cr War anv Marine, 
Mexico, June 15, 1836. 
To the official note of your excellency of the 10th in- 
stant, upon the reclamation which the chargé d’affaires of 
the United States of America has made for the occurrence 
in the neighborhood of Matagorda, towards the close of 
the year last past, between our vessel of war ** General. 
Bravo” and the North American trader ‘* Hannah Eliza- 
beth,” I have the honor to reply by saying, that the com- 
mandant general of N, Leon and Tamaulipas has been 
this day instructed to communicate a summary of the 
whole transaction, in order that the corresponding pro- 
visions may be decreed, with a view to secure more and 
more the good friendship between our Government and 
that of the United States, I reiterate to you the protesta- 
tions of my consideration. 
God and Liberty. TORNEL. 
The Chief Clerk in the Department of Relations. 
Copy: Mextco, June 17, 1836. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth.— Extract. 


LecaTion or THE United States or AmeEnica, 
Mexico, July 12, 1836. 

On Tuesday the 14th ultimo, his excellency the acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs called on me and expressed his 
surprise that an American squadron should have made its 
appearance off the bar of Santa Anna de Tamaulipas, 
with the avowed intention of demanding satisfaction of the 
authorities of that place for a supposed insult offered to the 
American consul and a lieutenant of the United States 
schooner Jefferson, when the Government of the United 
States had an accredited diplomatic agent residing in the 
Mexican capital. I replied that I had not been apprized 
of the arrival at Tampico of an American squadron, and 
could not, therefore, pretend to state the object of its visit. 
As I could not give him a satisfactory explanation of the 
object of such a movement on the part of the public armed 
vessels of the United States, the conversation closed by his 
stating that he would address me a note on the subject, 
and my reply that it would afford me great pleasure to give 
all his communications the most prompt consideration. 

Previous to this interview, I had received from our con- 
sul at Tampico a full statement of the alleged outrage com- 
plained of by Captain Jackson, of the United States schoon- 
er Jefferson, I cannot well conceive of a more insulting 
and humiliating indignity offered to the flag of a friendly 
Power than that manifested in the seizure and imprison- 
ment of Lieutenant Osborn and boat’s crew, when that 
officer landed under orders to commnnicate with the Ameri- 
canconsul. The paper marked A, contains all the facts 
in reference to the improper conduct of the commandant 
general at Tampico; and that marked B, the correspond- 
ence between Mr. Monasterio and myself, in which it wiil 
be seen this Government disavows the illegal and oflensive 
acts of that officer, and has removed him from office, with 
an assurance that his conduct shall be investigated by a 
court-martial, and further punishment inflicted on the of- 
fender, if found guilty. 

These concessions, in that spirit of friendship and for- 
bearance which the United States have always shown, 
with no other disposition than to cultivate the most amica- 
ble relations with this country, I have been induced to re- 
ceive as a satisfaction for the injury complained of in my 
nole addressed to Mr. Monasterio on the 16th ultimo. As 
Captain Jackson did not, nor ask permission to, enter the 
port of Tampico with the vessel under his command, I 
purposely avoided opening the question of the right of this 
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Government to inhibit, under existing circumstances, the 
public armed vessels of the United States to enter their ports 
and harbors. . e ° % ° . ' 
Hon. Jouaw Forsytn, 
Secretary of State, Washington city. 





Commodore Dallas to Mr. Robertson. 


Unitep Svates Frigatr Constertatioyn, 
Pensacola Bay, April 26, 1836. 
Sir: Captain Jackson, commanding the United States 
revenue cutter Jefferson, acting with the squadron under 
my command, visits Tampico and the coast of Mexico, for 
the purpose of rendering, if necessary, every assistance in 
his power to our commerce. 
Any information you may give him conducive to that 
object will be acceptable, and oblige 
Your obedient servant, 
To Grorct R. Ronertson, Esq., 
U. S. Consul, Tampico. 


A. J. DALLAS. 





Mr. Robertson to General Gomez. 


American Consvutatr, 
Tampico, May 3, 1836. 
Sir: In presenting you this morning the lieutenant of 
the United States cutter schooner Jefferson, which arrived 
off the bar this morning, the subject of the right of her 
coming over the bar was discussed, in which you observed 
that she could not be allowed to come in, unless she want- 
ed supplies, or was in distress. 
The object of this communication is to know from you, 
that in case the said vessel should choose to make the at- 
tempt to cross the bar, whether any obstructions would be 
made on your part? 
An early answer to this communication will confer a 
favor on Your very obedient servant, 
G. R. ROBERTSON. 

To Don Grecorto Gomez, 
Military Commandant. 





General Gomez to Mr. Robertson. 
[{ Translation. ] 
Santa Anna pe TaMavtipas, 


May 3, 1836. 

I reply to your note of the 3d instant, in order to inform 
you, as I verbally communicated to the lieutenant of the 
armed schooner Jefferson, that I would not allow the said 
vessel of war, nor any other of any nation, to enter, unless 
in case of urgent need of repairs; if you should, as you 
hint in your aforesaid note, endeavor to enter, I have the 
means of sustaining the honor of the nation, which would 
be outraged by such a proceeding. It appears to me very 
strange that you should make such a declaration. This I 
say in reply to your note of this day, which has induced 
my resolution. 
God and liberty. GREGORIO GOMEZ. 
To Groner R. Ronertson, Esy., 
Cunsul of the U. S. of North America in this port. 


Mr. Robertson to General Gomez. 


American Consutate, 

Tampico, May 4, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your official note of yesterday, and observe by its contents 
that a very great mistake was made by the translator of my 
letter from English to Spanish, of the word ** atentado.” 
It was never intended to be used by me, and, asa proof 
of which, I send you a copy of my note in English. 
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With respect to the subject of my communication of 
yesterday, I beg to inform you that an American man-of- 
war has been sent for, at the request of the American mer- 
chants, and one that could cross the bar; and the fact of 
your preventing her from entering the river, I cannot but 


view as an act in hostility to the present friendship and | 


good understanding which exists between the two countries. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
G. R. ROBERTSON. 
To Gen, Grecornio Gomez, &e. 





Mr. Robertson to Mr. Ellis. 
Consuctare or tae U. 8S. oF Amenica. 
Tampico, May 6, 1836. 
Sin: I beg to inform you that, on the 3d instant, the 
United States schooner cutter Jefferson, Captain Jackson, 
anchored off this port direct from Pensacola, having been 
sent here by order of Commodore Dallas. When the ves- 
sel first appeared off, a signal was made that she was of a 
suspicious character, which appeared to create some alarm. 


up and presented his letters to me, not, however, without 
an officer at his side to present him to the military chief, 
Don Gregorio Gomez. At the time of presenting the lieu- 
tenant, the commandant received a note from the bar, in 
which he observed that the lieutenant had said that the 
schooner was coming into the river. I observed that Cap- 
tain Jackson had not, in his note to me, expressed any 
such wish, thinking it would be quite unnecessary to ask 
permission for a friendly flag to enter the river. He replied 
that he would not permit her to come in; after which, I 
addressed him a note. 
herewith enclosed. 

It appears that, after I had presented the lieutenant as an | 
American officer, my assertion was not believed, for they 
not only doubled their guards, but sent about fifty men to 
the entrance of the river; which has created double the 
hostile fecling against the Americans that previously ex- 
isted, the first cause of which I[ attribute to the present war 
in Texas. I beg to assure you that this vessel has been 
treated more like an enemy than a friend. I beg that this 
subject may be presented to this Government without de- 
lay, and to know if United States vessels of war shall be 
debarred from coming into port. I have frequently, at the 
request of the American merchants in this place, written 
to Pensacola for small vessels of war that could cross the 
bar, in order to give better protection to the American com- 
merce in case of need. This vessel has been sent for that 
object; but it seems that the military commandant has 
taken it as an insult, and has treated the subject ac- 
cordingly. 

As this country has been so often the scene of civil war- 
fare, it is reasonable to suppose that it is not in their power 
at all times to give that protection to foregn commerce 
which is required : so that, in a case of that kind, if v@ssels 
of war are debarred'from coming, we are naturally left with- 
out any protection whatever. 

I enclose you a copy of a communication received from 
Lieutenant Osborn, of the schooner Jefferson, who came 
on shore yesterday, by which you will perceive that he and 
his boat’s crew were grossly insulted, by being imprisoned, 
and myself treated in a manner, as a public agent, that 
no Government ought to allow. I have resided in this 
country as American consul for twelve years past, and this 
is the first time I have ever had any dispute with the au- 
thorities of the place, and I attribute the whole to the exist- 
ing warfare now raging in Texas. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient, humble 
servant, GEO. R. ROBERTSON. 

To P. Ettis, Esq., 

Chargé d Affaires, Mexico. 


Copies of our correspondence are 


} town. 


A short time after, the first lieutenant of the cutter came 
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Lieutenant Osborn to Mr. Robertson. 
Tamrico, May 5, 1836. 


Sim: I beg to inform you that I left the United States 
schooner Jefferson this morning, by orders of Captain Jack- 
son, to communicate with you ; that on our arrival in the 
river, I was put in custody of an officer, and sent to the 
On our arrival, I was taken to a house in front of 
the river, where I had been but a short time before your 
arrival. When in the act of speaking to you, I understood 
the officer whom I was with to say that you could not 
speak with me. That I was marched to the house of the 
military commandant, and there examined; and afterwards 
was told that I could go and see my consul. My boat’s 
crew informed me that, during my absence, they were put 
in prison, and there detained for a length of time. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOS. OSBORN, 
3d Lieut. U. S. cutter Jefferson. 
To Georer R. Rosertson, 
United States Consul, Tampico. 


Mr. Robertson to General Gomez. 


American Consvuatr, 
Tampico, May 5, 1836. 


Sir: The object of the present communication is to re- 
quire from you immediate satisfaction for the very gross 
insult offered to the American flag, and to myself, as con- 
sul of the United States. 

On the arrival of the boat belonging to the United States 
schoner Jefferson, the lieutenant was taken prisoner, and 
myself not allowed to speak to him; the boat’s crew were 
put in prison during the pleasure of the officer who put 
them there. 

To avoid further dispute respecting this vessel, I request 
an answer as soon as possble. 

Your very obedient servant, 
GEORGE R. ROBERTSON. 

To Gen. Greconto Gomez, 

Commanding this Department. 





General Gomez to Mr. Robertson. 


[Translation. ] 
Santa Anna pz Tamavtiras, 
May 5, 1836. 


My aid-de-camp, Mr. Alexander Vaulac, by my order, 
has given you satisfaction for what you demand reclarna- 
tion as an insult, but which was only a precaution on 
the part of the officer of the bar. In the act, suitable 
orders are given-by which the officer and crew may freely 
communicate with this place, as my aforesaid aid has given 
you to understand ; this haughty official call appearing to 
me, after I had given you verbal satisfaction, superabun- 
dant, wasting time, and giving scope to disagreeable dis- 
putes, which I hope you will now shun, as the necessity 
for them is at an end, since I perceive they were sought by 
you only as motives for discord and disagreement by which 
to provoke these communications, and which ultimately will 
weigh against yourself; inasmuch as I find myself in a 
situation to sustain the dignity of the nation which I repre- 
sent, whilst you have an open door through which to run 
to your Government in case you believe yourself at fault in 
any particular. 

This I say to you in reply to your last note on the sub- 
ject. God and liberty. 

GREGORIO GOMEZ. 

To the Consut of the United States for this port. 
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Mr. Robertson to General Gomez. 


American Consvutate, 
Tampico, May 5, 1836. 


Sin: When our correspondence commenced on the sub- 
ject of the United States schooner of war Jefferson appear- 
ing off this port, I did not anticipate for a moment, that 
any word or expression would be used that could*possibly 
give offence on either side. 

I was entirely unaware that the royal order of the 13th 
of June, 1771, was in force in this port, particularly as I 
have myself seen both British and American vessels of war 
in this river, without the slightest information from any of 
the authorities that they were contravening the laws of the 
land. In regard to the 10th article-of the treaty, to which 
you allude, I have perused it with attention, and am unable 
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t eive that it has any bearing on the present question. | 
°K he: Fe : ; | (which is made by the captain of the Grampus) upon the 


The refusal to permit a national vessel of the United 
States into this port appeared to me so extraordinary, that 
I thought it necessary to ask from you a declaration in 
writing, lest I might, in conversation, have misconstrued 
your meaning. This, and this only,eproduced my note of 
the 3d instant, and to this it was confined. You will find, 
by areperusal, that I by no means insisted on the entrance | 
of the vessel, as you state in your communication of yester- 
day’s date, nor even did I ask permission. 

As respects the indecorous language to which you allude, 
I am unconscious of having used any, and it remains for 
you, sir, to point it out. I most willingly disclaim any in- | 
tention of the kind, having, in all my intercourse with the | 
authorities of this country, treated them with unvaried re-*) 
spect. 

It certainly does appear that, when an American man-of- 
war is off this port, she is treated more like an enemy than 
a friend. The greatest anxiety was exhibited at the bar, a 
short time since, when the United States ship St. Louis 
arrived, but much more so when the schooner Jefferson ap- 
peared off. I cannot conceive it as treating the American 
flag with proper respect, that when an officer comes on 
shore he is compelled to be escorted to the town by another; | 


the character she is represented. 

In reply to your assertion that you regard my represen- 
tations as a national pretext for a rupture of amicable rela- 
tions between our respective countries, I have only to dis- 
claim it as totally unfounded and unwarranted by the facts 
of the case. My Government, sir, uses no pretexts for 
the attainment of any purpose ; but I shall make no further 
observations on this part of your communication ; it will be 
submitted to higher powers than either you or I. I have 
only to add, that I am perfectly willing to take upon my- 
self all the responsibility that can justly fall to my share in 
this transaction. G. R. ROBERTSON. 

To Gen. Grecorio Gomez. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
[ Translation. } 


Parace ov roe Nationat GovenxMeEnt, 
Mexico, June 14, 1836 


The undersigned, chief clerk, charged with the despatch 
of the Department of State and of Foreign Relations, has 
the honor to inform the chargé d’aflaires of the United 
States of America that; on the lst instant, the American 
schooner of war Jefferson presented herself, and came to 
in the port of Tampico; on which, notice was given her 
commander, by the head of that Department, that that port 
being closed against the vessels of all nations, he was pro- 
hibited free communication. ‘The schooner continued, 
notwithstanding, in front of the bar until the 4th, when 
she made sail, after having spoken with the American 
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sloop of war the Grampus, of eighteen guns, which came 
to in front of the bar. On the following day, there arri- 
ved also another American corvette, and both remain an- 
chored there. 

The commander of the schooner Grampus directed a 
note to the principal of the port, informing him that, by 
order of the chief of the division on the West India station, 
he had come to enter into a correspondence with him rela- 
tive to the insult which he had inflicted on the American 
flag, inasmuch as the Jefferson, when seeking communica- 
tion with the consul of her country, was not permitted to 
enter ; and when her captain resolved to communicate with 
one of his boats, under the command of a naval officer, 
on reaching the shore, was seized, together with the crew 
who manned it. The commandant of the department of 
Tamaulipas, in announcing this information to the Secre- 
tary of War, protests that the relation is exaggerated 


inferred maltreatment of the American officer; and says 
(as in truth is the case) that the officer who commanded 
the fortified post on the bar, whilst in the discharge of his 
duty, and conformably to the laws of the country, received 
and detained (not to be sent to prison, but as a precaution) 
the said officer and his crew, until he could be presented 
to the proper authorities, without permitting free commu- 


| nication before complying with this requisite; and he 
| further says that, at the moment when the officer was pre- 


sented to him he treated him with decorum, and without 
any harshness, and gave him permission to make the ne- 
cessary communication ; confirming, moreover, the circum- 
stance of the Jefferson having presented herself with colors 
which do not belong to American ships of war ; and that, 
having made to the consul of the United States the most 
sincere explanations for an accident which accompanied 
these circumstances, be could not take it as an outrage done 
to the flag of his country. 

The Supreme Mexican Government cannot but observe 
with surprise that, having an agent accredited in Mexico 
on the part of the United States, armed vessels should come 
to demand satisfaction for an action which, according to 
the foregoing, has been nothing more than a fulfilment of 
the Mexican laws. And it hopes that Mr. P. Ellis will 
give his orders that the said vessels shall retire, under the 
formal assurance that this Government is ready to enter in- 
to explanations, and give such satisfaction as may be ne- 
cessary, admittting that the authorities might have exceed- 
ed their powers, in consideration of the amicable relations 
existing between the two nations, and which it is its duty, 
as it is its desire, to protect and maintain, and to bring to 
punishment whatever Mexican officer may prove to be cul- 
pable. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to reit- 
erate to Mr. Powhatan Ellis, chargé d’affaires of the United 
States of America, the assurances of his high considera- 
tion and approval 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To Mr. Pownsatays E tts, 

Chargé d Affaires of the United States of America. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


Leearion oF THe Uniten States or America, 
Mexico, June 16, 1836. 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your excellency's note of the 14th instant, advising him of 
the appearnace of an American squadron off the bar of 
Tampico, to demand an explanation of the authorities of 
that place, for an insult offered to the American flag, in the 
seizure of an officer and boat’s crew of the United States 
cutter Jefferson, on their landing to communicate with 
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the American consul, and requesting the undersigned to | sul of the United States for that city, in relation to the 
order said squadron to retire from its present position. entrance of the American cutter Jefferson. His excellency 
To comply with this request would involve a high re- | the President ad inferim, to whom the undersigned has 
sponsibility, inconsistent with the duties of the representa- | given an account of the said note and the documents which 
tive of the United States, unless he can accompany his it enclosed, is of opinion that the interpretation which the 
orders to that effect with an assurance that a previous sat- commandant alluded to gave to certain expressions of the 
isfactory explanation has taken place; and this is the more | said consul, caused him to reply in such a manner that he 
necessary, since he is not officially advised by his Govern- | departedgfrom the frank and amicable relations of both 
ment of the precise object of the appearance of the Ameri- | countries, until the case became so aggravated that an in- 
can squadron off the harbor of Santa Annade Tamaulipas. | sult was believed to have been committed on the flag of 
The assurance given in your note, ‘‘that this Govern- | the United States of America. Doubtless, such was not 
ment is ready to enter into explanations, and givesuch sat- | the intention of that officer, who knows well the duties 
isfaction as may be necessary, admitting that the authorities | appertaining to his employment, and the responsibility 
might have exceeded their powers, in consideration of the | which he would incur if he should wilfully omit to protect 
amicable relations existing between the two nations, which | the just claims to consideration of every Power friendly to 
it is its duty, as it is its desire, to protect and maintain, | the Mexican; but, notwithstanding this, the Supreme 
and to bring to punishment whatever Mexican officer may | Government which has supplanted General Don Gregorio 
prove to be culpable,” is received by the undersigned as an Gomez, in the military commandancy of Santa Anna de 
evidence of franknéss on the part of the Supreme Mexican Tamaulipas, by substituting in his stead a chief whom it 
Government, indicating its friendly disposition towards the _ flatters itself will know how to preserve greater harmony 
United States of America. In the same spirit of frankness | with the agents and subjects of foreign nations, in order to 
and cordiality, I have the honor to enclose, herewith, for | render more clear the acts relative to the cutter Jefferson, 
your consideration, the original papers, marked Nos. 1, 2, | has ordered a sumimary investigation to be instituted, 
3, 4, and 5, forwarded to this legation from the American | which, by putting in its true light the conduct of Mr. Go- 
consul at Tampico, detailing the nature and character of | mez, will apply to him the punishment he deserves, if he 
the outrage committed on the American flag. The seizure | should prove culpable, as well as to all others who may 
and imprisonment of Lieut. Osborn and his boat’s crew, | have taken any part in the affair treated upon. 
on their landing ; the refusal of the Mexican authorities to | This provision of the Government of the undersigned is 
extend to him that courtesy due io an officer of a neutral | the best guaranty of the desire which animates it to 
Power, after his character was known; and the improper | strengthen its relations with the United States of Amer- 
language used by the commandant general to the Ameri- |.ica; and it does not doubt that it will prove the most am- 
can consul, in his correspondence with that officer, are all | ple satisfaction for the disagreeable occurrence ynder con- 
circumstances manifesting an unfriendly spirit towards the | sideration; assuring Mr. P. Ellis, as it does assure him, 
United States, which, I trust, will not be countenanced by | that so far from the military commandant of Tampico pur- 
this Government. | suing orders or superior instructions, his proceedings have 
The suggestion made by the commandant general, that | merited the disapprobation of his excellency the President, 
the Jefferson presented herself under colors which do not | insomuch, as he ought on no account to have permitted 
belong to American ships of war, I am inclined to think | the entrance into that port of any vessel of war, of what- 
cannot be correct, as it is contrary to the uniform practice | ever nation; yet he should so have conciliated this step 
of the public armed vessels of the United States, when en- that it could not, in the most remote degree, be understood 
tering the ports of a friendly Power. as an insult offered to the flag that might be carried. 
Entertaining the same opinion with your excellency, | In consideration of all this, the undersigned flatters him- 
that the authorities in Tampico have exceeded their just self that the honorable Powhatan Ellis will have no hesi- 
and legal powers, I trust this unpleasant difficulty may be | tation now in giving his orders for the withdrawal of the 
closed, by the Mexican Government tendering to that of squadron at present before Tampico, agreeably to what 
the United States an apology for the violation of its un- | was indicated in his note of the 14th instant; and replying 
questioned rights, in the outrage perpetrated on Lieut. Os- | to the note of his excellency above cited, returning the 
born and boat’s crew, and in the treatment of the Ameri- | documents with it enclosed, he has the satisfaction to re- 
can consul at Tampico; and that the Supreme Mexican | new to him the assurance of his very distinguished consid- 
Government cause the author of these arbitrary and inde- | eration and esteem. 
fensible acts to be punished. JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
After taking copies of the enclosed documents, have the Hon. Pownatan E tis, 
kindness to return the originals to this office. Chargé d’ Affaires U. S. of America. 
The undersigned avails himself of the present eccasion 
to repeat to his excellency Don Jose Maria Ortiz Monaste- 
rio, the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, the assurance 
of his distinguished consideration and respect. 
POWHATAN ELLIS. 
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Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


Leeation or THE U. S. or America, 

Mexico, June 25, 1836. 
The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 
of America, has had the honor to receive the note of his 
excellency, the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, under 

| date of the 21st instant. 
| In consideration of the frank disavowal of the acts of the 
(Translation. ] | military commandant of Tampico, made by Mr. Monaste- 
7 D ‘ | rio, in behalf of the Supreme Mexican Government, and the 
Pazace ov Tus Nationa, Goyznxusst, | assurance given that that officer has already been removed 
Mexico, June 21, 1836. | from office, and the determination expressed to institute a 
The undersigned, chief clerk in the Department of Rela- | court of inquiry, with a view to the summary investiga- 
tions charged with its despatch, has had the honor to re- | tion of his conduct, and to his punishment, should he 
ceive the note of the honorable Powhatan Ellis, dated the prove guilty; as well as that of all others who may have 
16th instant, relative to the dispute which has arisen be- 


yt \ aided or abetted in the outrage on the American flag, 
tween the military commandant of Tampico, and the con- ' and the insult to the American consul, before complained 


To his Excellency 
The Actina Minister oF Fonrren AFralrs. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
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of, the undersigned is willing to acknowledge the sufficien- 


cy of this explanation, and on the faith of a due execution 
of the promise above quoted, to order a cessation of opera- 
tions by the American squadron now before Tampico, so 
far asa reclamation for the said outrage and insult is de- 
manded. 

The undersigned begs Mr. Monasterio to believe in his 
renewed assurances of consideration and respect. 

POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To his Excellency 
The Acrine Minisrin or Fornexen Arrarns. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Robertson. 
LecaTion or THE Untrep Srares or Amsrica, 
Mexico, June 29, 1836. 


Sin: The unpleasant disagreement that occurred at 
Tampico, early in May last, between the Mexican author- 
ities and the American consul of that port, has been ami- 
cably adjusted. This Government has made an apology 
to that of the United States, for the insult offered to its 
flag in the seizure and imprisonment of Lieut. Osborn and 
boat’s crew, when they landed at Tampico; and for the 
rude and insolent language used by the commandant gen- 
eral to the American consul, in his correspondence with 
that officer on the subject of the right of the United States 
schooner Jefferson to enter the port of Santa Anna de 
Tamaulipas. After one or two interviews, the correspond- 
ence herewith enclosed took pluce between the acting Sec- 
retary of State and myself; and I beg you will have the 
kindness to furnish a copy of it to the commander of the 
United States squadron off the bar of Tampico; and he 
will be pleased to conform to the tenor of my note of the 
25th instant, addressed to his excellency Jose Maria Ortiz 
Monasterio, the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, ualess he 
has positive orders to the contrary. The punishment of 
General Gregorio Gomez, the author of all this mischief, 
fur his violeat and indefensible acts, was insisted upon as 
a just preliminary to the final arrangement of this case. 

i have the honor to be, sir, &c., 
POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To Greorce RK. Ronertsos, Esq., 
United States Consul, Tampico. 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 


Leearion or true Unirrpo Srarss of Amurica, 
Mexico, July 16, 1836. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to enclose, herewith, a copy of 


the correspondence between Mr. Butler and the Mexican | 


Secretary of Foreign Relations, in regard to the outrage 
offered to William A. Slacum, Esq., as bearer of despatches 
from the United States Government to this legation. My 


predecessor viewed the note of Mr. Monasterio, addressed | 


to him under date of the 16th of March, 1836, as an am- 
ple apology for this palpable infraction of the law of na- 


tions ; and I shall so consider it, unless I receive your in- | 


structions to the contrary. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
POWHATAN ELLIS. 
Hon. Joun Forsrrn, 
Secretary of State, Washington City. 


Mr. Builer to Mr. Monasterio. 


Lecation or rat U. S. or America, 
Mexico, March 8, 1836. 


The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 


of America, has the honor of enclosing to Mr. Monasterio | 


a communication just received from Mr. William A. Sla- 
cum, an officer in our navy, and the bearer of despatches 
from the Government of the United States to this legation, 


in which he details the outrage and indignity offered to 
him by certain subordinate officers of the Mexican Govern- 
ment; outrages perpetrated not only against himself per- 
sonally, but an indignity offered te the Government of the 
United States. 

The facts in this case are so clearly and amply narrated 
by Mr. Slacum, in his communication to the undersigned, 
that the Mexican Government cannot fail to perceive the 
extent of the offence committed, nor can, they be at a loss 
to determine as to the reparation due, not only to Mr. Sla- 
cum personally, but to the Government of the United States, 
for the indignity offered to it in the person of its officers and 
agents. | 

It cannot be necessary to cite authorities from the differ 
ent treatises on national law, in order to show the respect 
due to the character and to the service of all persons em- 
ployed as a bearer of despatches from a Government to its di- 
plomatic agents, as,it is presumed that the subject is familiar 
to Mr. Monasterio; the undersigned will, however, quote 
one paragraph from Vattel, the modern text-book on na- 
tional law, to show the inviolability enjoyed by all persons 
employed by a Government as messengers with its oflicial 
communications to its ministers abroad. Vattel says that 
‘couriers sent or received by a minister, his papers, let- 
ters, and despatches, all essentially belong to the embassy, 
and are consequently to be held’ sacred; and this princi- 
ple has received the universal assent of the civilized world, 
Hence, on all subjects to which the rule will apply, the 
authority is paramount and supreme. It can be no answer, 
then, to say that some municipial regulation exists which 
conflicts with the privileges granted by the universal rule 
of national law, and that the right of sending despatches 
has been, or may be, restrained or modified by a municipal 
regulation; because, in such event, the superior power 
would be ruled and influenced by the subordinate—present- 
ing a political anomaly without a parallel.” 

The passport received by Slacum, from the Government 
of the United States of America, is herewith enclosed, and 

shows clearly as well the character of his mission as the 
| objects of his journey to Mexico; and is in the usual form 
| of such documents recognised and respected by the whole 
| civilized world, and procuring for the bearer universally the 
| respect, protection, and hospitality due to his character and 
| the sacredness of the charge confided to him. 
| The undersigned renews to Mr. Monasterio, &c , 
ANTHONY BUTLER. 


His Ex. Jose Manta Ontiz Monasterio, &c. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Butler. 
['T'ranslation. ] 
Patace or trae Narionat GovERnMENT, 
Mexico, March 16, 1836 

His excellency, the President ad interim, being charged 
| with the note of Mr. Anthony Butler, of the 8th instant, 
| and the documents which accompanied it, all relative to 
the arbitrary conduct pursued by some employees in the ad- 
| ministration general of the post office towards Mr. William 
| A. Slacum, bearer of despatches from the Government of 
| the United States of America for the legation resident in 
this capital, has ordered the undersigned, chief clerk, 
| charged with the despatch of the Department of Relations, to 
| manifest to the chargé d'affaires of the said States the dis 
pleasure with which his excellency has seen the proceed- 
ings of the employees referred to; and that, desirous to 
shun a repetition of events of a like nature, and to make 
due satisfaction for the outrageous interference with Mr 
Slacum, he has directed that these employees should be 
made to understand his disapprobation of their conduct, 
and how they should act in similar cases; taking care, be- 
forehand, that they shall return to Mr. Butler the amount 
levied as a fine upon the bearer of despatches 
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The undersigned, in complying with this supreme dis- | total loss, for which the underwriters have received no 
position, renews to Mr. Anthony Butler the assurancos of | compensation. 
his very distinguished consideration and esteem. In the summer of 1832, the steamboat Hidalgo and 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. schooner Consolation, belonging to Aaron Leggett, of New 
To Mr. Anruonr Bertier, York, were forcibly taken possession of by Mexican officers 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S of America. at Tabasco, and used by them. The brig John, belonging 
to Leggett, was also detained, and money was extorted 
from him. The consequences resulting from these acts 
are represented to have been ruinous to the sufferer, and 
D: ies the Mexican Government is clearly bound by the treaty to 
PEATE 28 THO EM. indemnify him for them. 
Washington, July 20, 1836. In March, 1834, Captain McKeige, of the schooner In- 
Sin: The enclosed copies of letters to this Department | dustry, of Mobile, was imprisoned at ‘Tabasco, and an ex- 
from Mr. Coleman, the acting consul of the United States | horbitant fine demanded of him without cause. The pay- 
at Tabasco, will inform you of the outrageous conduct of | ment of the fine being made the only condition upon which 
the authorities there with regard to the officers, crew, and | he could be allowed to depart, he abandoned his vessel and 
cargo of the schooner Northampton, wrecked on the Mex- | her cargo to the authorities, who afterwards sold them. 
ican coast in that quarter, and in relation to the acting | In the summer of 1854, the brig Paragon, of New York, 
| 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis. 


consul himself. was causelessly fired into on her way to Vera Cruz by the 
The accumulation of causes for complaint on the part of | Mexican public armed schooner Tampico. In answer to 
our citizens against the Mexican Government, the fre- | an official representation on the subject by Mr. Butler, that 
quency of their occurrence of late, and, so far as appears | Government promised that the affair should be inquired 
from the correspondence of your predecessors, the indispo- | into; but this Department is not informed that the promise 
sition of that Government to inquire into them, to grant | has been fulfilled. . 
satisfaction for them, or to take proper steps to prevent In the beginning of May, last year, the answer of offi- 
their recurrence, have by no means tended to strengthen | cers supposed to belong to the custom-house, who boarded 
the spirit of forbearance with which the President has hith- | the Ophir, of New York, on her arrival at Campeachy, to 
erto acted towards Mexico; entertaining, as he does, a | an inquiry of the captain as to which of the ship’s papers 
sincere sympathy for her domestic troubles, and a hearty | it would be necessary to present at the custom-house, was 
desire to preserve and cultivate the relations of peace, | accidentally or intentionally misinterpreted. In conse- 
friendship, and good neighborhood with her Government | quence of this, notwithstanding all the papers were shown 
and people. He is satisfied, however, that further delay | to the boarding officers, the invoices only being exhibited 
in the acknowledgment, if not in the redress, of the inju- | at the custom-house, the vessel was seized and condemned. 
ries complained of, cannot be acquiesced in compatibly | In May, 1835, also, the schooner Martha, from New 
with the dignity, rights, and interests of the United States. | Orleans, was seized at Galveston bay by the Mexican armed 
He therefore directs that, in presenting to the notice of | schooner Montezuma for an alleged non-compliance with 
that Government the case of the Northampton, you will | some of the formalities of their revenue laws. Four of the 
make a fresh appeal to its sense of honor and justice in re- | passengers of the Martha were put in irons under the 
lation to our claims generally ; and, to show that the Pres- | hatches of the Montezuma, and otherwise treated with 
ident’s estimate of the grievances suffered by our citizens | great barbarity, merely for an imputed intention to use 
resorting to Mexico, especially since the conclusion of the | their fire-arms against a guard that had been placed on 
treaty, is not exaggerated, your note will refer to the fol- | board the Martha. 
lowing cases, in which the interposition of this Guvern- In November, 1835, the schooner Hannah and Eliza 
ment has been asked for since the 5th of April, 1832, and | beth of New Orleans, was stranded in attempting to enter 
all of which either you or your predecessor has heretofore | Matagorda bay. While in this condition, she was fired 
been instructed to bring to the notice of the Mexican Gov- | into by the Mexican armed schooner Bravo, boarded by 
ernment. twenty armed soldiers under the command of two officers, 
On the 31st of December, 1831, an alcalde of Menotil- | who forcibly took the master, crew, and passengers from the 
lan, in the colony of Guazcualco, instituted what is said to | wreck, pillaged them of most of their clothes, and chained 
have been an illegal, arbitrary, and oppressive proceeding | them in the hold of the Bravo until their arrival at Mata- 
against Dr. Baldwin, a citizen of the United States, under | moras, where they were continued in confinement; bu! 
color of a suit at law, preferred and carried on by a crea- | through the urgent representations of our consul there, all 
ture of the alcalde himself. Baldwin appeared before the | but the captain were eventually released. It is not known 
alcalde to answer the charge; an altercation ensued; and | to the Department that he has yet been liberated, or that 
the alcalde ordered him to the stucks, which Baldwin re- | any satisfaction has been offered by the Mexican Govern- 
fusing to submit to, attempted to escape, and was pursued | ment. 
by a party of soldiers, who attended the court. In the race On the 17th of February last, William Hallett and Zal 
Baldwin fell, received an injury in one of his legs, was |} mon Hull, citizens of the United States, were arrested in 
captured, carried back into the presence of the alcalde, | the streets of Matamoras by a party of armed soldiers, who 
placed in the stocks, and afterwards imprisoned. struck Hull in the face with a sword, and forcibly took 
In February, 1832, the schooner Topaz, of Bangor, | both to the principal barrack in that city, where they were 
Maine, was employed by the Mexican Government to carry | confined upon suspicion of being about to proceed to Tex 
troops from Matamoras to Galveston bay. The master and | as. Shortly afterwards, sentinels were placed at the doors 
mate were murdered by the soldiers on the passage, the | of the consul’s residence, under false pretences, and al! 
crew imprisoned, and the vessel seized and converted to | communication with the house prohibited. Armed soldiers 
the Mexican service. broke open his gate during his absence, forcibly took a 
On the 21st June, 1832, the American schooner Bra- | mare and two mules belonging to him, entered his house 
zoria was seized in the port of Brazoria, by John Austin, | with drawn swords, and searched every room in it, for the 
the Mexican military commandant in that quarter, and | avowed object of finding the consul. Hallett and Hull 
employed to make an attack upon Anahuac, then in pos- | have been released, but the Department is not aware that 
session of insurgents. During the attack she was injured | any reparation has been made for the proceedings against 
so as to be made unseaworthy, and was abandoned as a’ them, or for the insult to the consul. 
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In February last, an attempt was made at the city of 
Mexico to take from Mr. W. A. Slacum, protected by a 
courier’s passport from this Department, public despatches 
of this Government, addressed to Mr. Butler. The attempt 
failed, but Mr. Slacum was fined and detained for carry- 
ing official letters on his person, authenticated by the en- 
dorsement of this Department, and directed to the chargé 
d'affaires of the United States in Mexico. 

In March last, the schooner Eclipse was detained at 
Tabasco, and her master and crew maltreated by the au- 
thorities. 

In April last, the brig Jane, schooner Compeer, and other 
merchant vessels of the United States, were forcibly detain- 
ed at Matamoras. 

You will also notify the Mexican Government that it is 
expected any damage which may have been sustained by 
citizens of the United States, in consequence of the recent 
embargo at Vera Cruz, Tampico, and other Mexican ports 
on the Gulf, will be repaired, pursuant to the stipulation in 
the treaty. The papers now sent, show that the military 
commandant of Tampico has made the embargo a pretext 
for interrupting or obstructing the correspondence betwecn 
the commander of ‘he United States revenue cutter Jeffer- 
son and our consul! there. 
tion will likewise be expected. 
ties committed against consuls and other officers of the Uni- 
ted States, though not more unjust nor attended with cir- 
cumstances of greater hardships than those done to individ- 
ual citizens, are nevertheless to be considered as greater 
violations of the rights of the United States, and to be rep- 
resented accordingly. 


Though the Department is not in possession of proof of | 


all the circumstances of the wrongs done in the above cases, 
as represented by the aggrieved parties, yet the complaints 
are such as to entitle them to be listened to, and to justify 
a demand on the Mexican Government that they shall be 
promptly and properly examined, and that suitable redress 
shall be afforded. You will, therefore immediately address 
a strong but respectful representation to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment on the subject of these various injuries. You will 
also remind it of the numerous other complaints which have 
been made from time to time, and which still remain unre- 
dressed. 
which the Government of the United States has practised 


which have led to it; and you will state that the President, 
finding that this-moderation and forbearance, so far from 


For these acts, proper satisfac- | 
The outrages and indigni- | 


et ee 





You will likewise set furth the great forbearance | 


being appreciated by Mexico, seem only to be met by new | 


Injuries, is constrained, by a high sense of duty, to ask of 
the Mexican Government such reparation as these accumu- 
lated wrongs may, on examination, be found to require. 

If, contrary to the President’s hopes, no satisfactory an- 
swer shall be given to this just and reasonable demand 
within three weeks, you will inform the Mexican Govern- 
ment that, unless redress is afforded without unnecessary 
delay, your further residence in Mexico will be useless. If 
this state of things continues longer, you will give formal 
notice to the Mexican Government that, unless a satisfac- 
tory answer shall be given within a fortnight, you are in- 


structed to ask for your passports; and, at the end of that | 
time, if you do not receive such answer, it is the President’s | 


direction that you demand your passports and return to 
the United States, bringing with you the archives of the 
legation. 

Mr. William A. Weaver, who is sent as a special mes- 





senger with this communication, you will detain until you | 


can frame a full report to the Department, as to the state of 
the business of your mission, as well that under the charge 
of Mr. Butler as that intrusted to you. You will also send 
by the messenger, on his return, (if they can be prepared 
within a reasonable time,) copies of Mr. Butler’s despatches, 
Nos. 14, 23, 52, 53, 54, 58, and 84, the originals of 


| William M. McKeige master. 


; : ; | well as the manifest of the entire cargo. 
towards Mexico, and the friendly and benevolent motives | pate ed , a 
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which were never received ; and of all his correspondence 
with the Mexican Government and with others, on public 
business, so far as the records and files in the legation will 
allow you todo. Mr. Butler was repeatedly instructed to 
supply these papers, but the instructions have not been 
complied with. The expense of the transcripts required 
will be made a separate charge in your accounts, and will 
be accompanied by proper vouchers. During Mr. Weaver's 
necessary detention, you will avail yourself of his assistance 
in making the copies. He has received five hundred dol- 
lars on account of his expenses to Mexico. You will fur- 
nish him with a like sum to defray his expenses on his re- 
turn to Washington, for which your draft on the Depart- 
ment will be honored. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Pownaran Ettis, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affaires U. S. A., Mexico. 


Mr. Coleman to Mr. Forsyth. 


Consurare U.S. America av Tasasco, 
San Juan Batista, May 18, 1836. 


Sin: It becomes my duty, as vice consul, to make 
known to the Department the loss of the schooner North- 
ampton, burden 68 38-95 tons, belonging to New York, 
She was stranded about 
five leagues west of the Tabasco river, with a full assorted 
cargo on board for this market, the major part of which was 
safely landed by the officers and crew of said vessel. The 
loss to those interested would have been but trifling, had 
not the custom-house officers and military taken forcible 
possession of every article saved, as soon as they arrived at 
the wreck. ‘The officers and crew of the schooner remon- 
strated against their violent and illegal proceedings, and 
they were immediately assaulted, and the mate was severe- 
ly wounded by one of the custom-house officers ; the goods 
were then abandoned to the said officers and soldiers, and 
they at once commenced plundering and secreting the most 
valuable articles. The officers and crew of the schooner 
proceeded to this city, and made a formal abandonment of 
the whole into my hands; and, at the same time, handed 
me a list of the goods actually saved from the wreck, as 
I took the neces- 
sary steps for the interest of these concerned. On taking 
possession, from the custom-house officers and soldiers, of 
the goods, [ found that more than one-half of the goods 
that were saved from the wreck, and left in the keeping of 
the custom-house officers and soldiers, had been disposed 
of by them, and no account given of the same. I repre 
sented the circumstance to the proper authorities, but could 
get no redress whatever; they wink at every outrage or dep- 
redation committed on American property by their under 
officers. 

Since the commencement of the war in Texas, we have 
daily to submit to insult and injustice, not only from pri- 
vate citizens, but from the highest authorities; and there 
is no prospect of any change, except it be for worse treat- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

W. E. COLEMAN. 
Hon. Joun Fonrsyra, 
Secretary of State, Washington. 


Extract of a letter from WwW. E. Coleman, E: G-s ¢ tine 
consul of the United States at Tahasco, Mexico, to the 


Seerelary of State, dated June 6, 1836. 
** About two weeks since, I was summoned before an 


alcalde of this city, and publicly insulted and ill-treated, 
and narrowly escaped imprisonment, because [ refused to 
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legalize documents to effect insurance at New wo Odeanatins \-entes that | early part of the present year five leagues weet of the Ta 
were, in my opinion, drawn up to defraud the under- | basco. river, with a full and assorted cargo on board, the 
writers ; they made many threats, and said they would do | greater part of which was safely landed by the officers 
every thing that lay in their power to injure me the first | and crew of said vessel. The loss to those interested re- 
opportunity. sulting from this accident would have been inconsideral.le, 
** A short time previous to the above, an American sea had not the custom-house officers and military taken forci- 


























captain was unjustly punished and fined by the city au- | ble possession of every article saved, as soon as they arri 
thorities. There was a move by one of the council to re- | ved at the wreck. Against so violent and illegal a proceed- 
mit the fine; but the question was asked by another, to | ing, the officers and crew of the Northampton proteste:! 
what country the captain belonged ; and, on learning that | whereupon they were immediately assaulted, and the mate 
he was a North American, they replied, ‘that will do; we | severely wounded by one of the custom-house officers. Af- 
will not let pass an opportunity to punish these people.’ ter this occurrence, the goods were abandoned to the offi 
**T could fill a volume with facts of the tenor of the fore- | cers and soldiers aforesaid, who at once commenced plun 
going ; but conceive the above representations sufficient to | dering and secreting the most valuable articles belonging 
satisfy you of the state of things, and of the government of | thereto. The officers and crew of the schooner then pro 
this republic. ‘These acts of oppression are not commited | ceeded to the city of Tabasco, made a formal abandon 
by, nor at the instance of, the common people ; but by the | ment of the whole into the hands of the United States con 
higher orders, and those in authority.” sul at that place, and furnished him with a list of the goods 
| actually saved from the wreck, as well as a manifest of the 
| entire cargo. On the consul’s taking charge of the gocds 
| 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 


Lecation or tae Unitep Srares or AMERICA, 
Mexico, October 11, 1836. 

Sin: I herewith transmit to you a copy of my note of 
the 26th ultimo, addressed to his excellency the acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, in compliance with your instruc- 
tions of the 20th July last, and his answer of the 3d in- 
stant. 

In the discharge of this delicate and highly responsible 
duty, I have been influenced by an anxious desire to pur- 
sue the tenor and spirit of your instructions. I have care- 
fully abstained from saying any thing that could be viewed 
as improper, under all the circumstances of the case ; and 
I sincerely hope a returning sense of justice on the part of | 
this Government will induce it to listen favorably to the 
communication thus presented for its serious deliberation. 

The policy of this nation has been so uniform, since the | 
recognition of her independence, in pursuing a long series 
of injuries, wantonly and illegally inflicted upon the com- 
merce of every people coming within her reach, and with- 
out granting to the injured parties any satisfaction what- 
ever, that it would seem to preclude all hope of a satis- 
factory adjustment of our claims. But, be assured, every 
possible exertion, consistent with the honor and interest of | 
our country, shall be used to meet the views of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States on thix subject. I shall endeavor, 
likewise, to impress upon the mind of his excellency the 
President ad interim of this republic, the propriety and 
justice of abandoning the policy heretofore practised to- 
wards citizens of the United States trading with Mexico, 
and the great advantages likely to result to both countries 
by effecting such a change. If, however, I should fail to 
attain this desirable object, (as will probably be the case, ) 
— instructions relative to that event shall be promptly 


which had been left in possession of the custom-house offi 
| cers and soldiers, not one-half of those saved from the 
wreck were delivered to him, nor was any account given 
of the balance. ‘These circumstances were represented to 
the proper authorities in Tabasco, but they have, up to this 
moment, refused or neglected to give any explanation or 
redress to the injured parties. 

Such illegal, violent, and arbitrary acts on the part of 
} the officers of the Supreme Mexican Government, affect 
ing so seriously the persons and property of those entitled 
to its protection, furnish a just cause of complaint; and 
the frequency of their recurrence of late, the indisposition 
of this Government to inquire into them, to grant satisfac 
tion for them, or to take proper steps to prevent their re 
currence, can by no means tend to strengthen that spirit 
of forbearance with which the President of the United 
States has hitherto acted towards Mexico; entertaining, a» 
he does, a sincere sympathy for her domestic troubles, and 
an anxious desire to cultivate the relations of peace, 
friendship, and good neighborhood with her Government 
and people. 

To satisfy your excellency that the above statement ts 
based upon facts, the undersign | will refer to the follow 
ing cases, a majority of which have heretofore been brought 
to the notice of this Government, and all of which have 
| occurred since the conclusion of the treaty of amity, com 
| merce, and navigation between the two countries. 

On the 31st of December, 1831, an alcalde of Menotil 
lan, on the Guazcualco river, instituted what is said to 
have been an illegal, arbitrary, and oppressive proceeding 
against Doctor John Baldwin, a citizen of the United 
States, under color of a suit at law preferred and carried 
on against him by a creature of the alcalde himself. Bald 
win appeared before the alcalde to answer the charge: an 

altercation ensued, and the alcalde ordered him to the 








obeyed. . : : : 
| stocks; which Baldwin refusing to submit to, he attempted 
) Spe - : é 2 - : ° > 
a De licates of my despatches Nos. 19 and 20 are en to escape, and was pursued by a party of armed soldiers 
4 


| who attended the court. In the race, Baldwin fell, re 
I have the honor to be, with great respect and regard, | _ . Ss : . 
SALWEE APART Et : ceived an injury in one of his legs, was captured, carried 
your obex an servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. . , : 
i back into the presence of the court, placed in the st cks, 
on, Joun Forsrrn, | : ! ; 
Serctary of State. Washineten cifs and afterwards imprisoned. 
f f 5 Fr }) citi e , 7 
wy , - } In February, 1832, the schooner Topaz, of Bangor, 

— Maine, was employed by the Mexican Government to 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. carry troops from Matamoras to Galveston bay. ‘The 
master and mate were murdered by the soldiers on the 
passage, the crew imprisoned, and the vessel seized and 
| converted to the Mexican service. 

The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States; On the 21st June, 1832, the American schooner Bra- 
of America, has the honor to represent to his excellency | zoria was seized in the port of Brazoria, by Joun Austin, 
the acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, that the schooner | the Mexican military commandant in that quarter, and 
Northampton, burden nearly seventy tons, of and from | employed to make an attack upon Anahuac, then in the 
New York, William M. McKeige master, stranded in the ! possession of insurgents. During the attack, she was 


Lecavion or tHe U. 8S. or America, 
Mexico, Seplember 26, 1836. 
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injured as to be rendered unseaworthy, and was subse- 
quently abandoned as a total loss ; for which the under- 
writers have received no compensation. 

In the summer of 1832, the steamboat Hidalgo, and 
schooner Consolation, belonging to Mr. Leggett, were 
forcibly taken possession of by Mexican officers in Tabasco, 
and used by them for their own purposes. The brig John, 
belonging to the same gentleman, was also detained, and 
money extorted from him. ‘The consequences resulting 
from these acts are represented to have been ruinous to 
the sufferer; and the Mexican Government is clearly 
bound, under the treaty, to indemnify him for them. 

In March, 1834, Captain McKeige, of the schooner In- 
dustry, of Mobile, was imprisoned at ‘Tabasco, and an ex- 
orbitant fine demanded of him without cause. The pay- 
ment of this fine being made the only condition on which 
he could be allowed to depart, he abandoned his vessel and 
cargo to the authorities, who afterwards sold them. 

In the summer of 1834, the brig Paragon, of New York, 
was causelessly fired into, on her way to Vera Cruz, by 
the Mexican armed schooner Tampico. [In reply to an 
official representation on the subject by Mr. Butler, this 
Government promised that the affair should be inquired in- 
to; but there is no evidence that this promise has been 
complied with. 

In the beginning of May, last year, the answer of an of- 
ficer, supposed to belong to the custom-house, who board- 
ed the brig Ophir, of New York, on her arrival at Cam- 
peachy, to an inquiry of the captain as to which of the 
ship’s papers it would be necessary to present at the cus- 
tom-house, was accidentally, or intentionally, misinterpre- 
ted. In consequence of this, notwithstanding all the pa- 
pers were shown to the boarding officers, the invoices only 
being exhibited at the custom-house, the vessel was seized 
and condemned. 

In May, 1885, also, the schooner Martha, from New 
Orleans, was seized at Galveston bay by the Mexican arm- 
ed schooner Montezuma, for an alleged non-compliance 
with certain formalities of their revenue laws, Four of 
the passengers of the Martha were put in irons under the 
hatches of the Montezuma, and otherwise treated with 
great barbarity, because of an imputed intention to use 
their fire-arms against a guard that had been placed over 
them on board the Martha. 


In November, 1835, the schooner Hannah Elizabeth, of | 


New Orleans, was stranded on the bar in attempting to 
enter Matagorda bay. While in this condition, she was 
fired into by the Mexican armed schooner Bravo, boarded 
by twenty armed soldiers, under the command of two offi- 
cers, who forcibly took the master, crew, and passengers 
from the wreck, pillaged them of most of their clothes, and 
chained them in the hold of the Bravo until their arrival 
at Matagorda, where they were continued in confinement. 
Through the urgent representations of the consul of the 
United States at that place, however, all but the captain 
were ultimately released; and although a respectful note 
was addressed to your excellency in relation to this trans- 
action, under date of the 30th of May last, the undersigned 
has not been able to ascertain whether that unfortunate 


Mexican Affairs. 


individual (the captain of the Hannah Elizabeth) still re- | 


mains confined in the dungeons of the Bravo de Santiago, 
or whether any satisfaction has been offered for an out- 
rage so daring. 


mon Hull, citizens of the United States, were arrested in 
the streets of Matamoras by a party of armed soldiers, 
who struck Hull in the face with a sword, and forcibly 
took both to the principal barrack in that city, where they 
were confined upon suspicion of being about to proceed to 
Texas. Sentinels were placed at the doors of the consul’s 
residence subsequent to the arrest of Hallett and Hull, 
under false pretences, and all communication therewith 


| by a licentious and unrestrained soldiery. 


;' | been arrested and scourged in the streets, by the military, 
On the 17th of February last, William Hallett and Zal- 1 
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prohibited. Armed soldiers broke open his gate during his 
absence, forcibly took a mare and two mules belonging to 
him, entered his house with drawn swords, and searched 
every room in it, with the avowed object of finding 
the consul himself. Hallet and Hall have been released ; 
but to the note addressed to your excellency on the 9th 
instant, on this subject, no satisfactory answer has been 
received. 

The schooner Eclipse, Abner I.ane, master, of Mobile, 
arrived off Tabasco in March last, with a cargo of lumber; 
and, on being boarded by an officer of the customs below 
the city, the captain delivered his papers, agreeably to the 
laws of Mexico; he wasthen ordered on shore, and there 
detained until the ensuing morning. At that time the 
officer alluded to made search of the vessel for contraband 
goods, and then sealed the hatches, forecastle, and bulk- 
heads ; which being done, a guard was left on board, and 
the vessel despatched up the river. On her passage up, 
she was visited by four or five boats that reported them- 
selves as belonging to the custom-house; but they had no 
ensign or other mark to distinguish them as such. Each 
of these boats overhauled everything on board not under 
the custom. house seal, and forcibly took the ship’s provis- 
ions for their own use, leaving the crew on short allowance. 
After the arrival of the vessel at the city of Tabasco, ad- 
ditional guards were placed on board. ‘The captain was 
then given to understand he might land his cargo; but on 
the following day the guard was again increased in number, 
and he was not permitted to discharge his vessel with her 
own crew—laborers haying been sent from the shore to 
perform that duty, contrary to the captain’s expressed 
wish. After the vessel was discharged, another unsuc- 
cessful search for contraband goods was instituted, in the 
prosecution of which the cabin and furniture were much 
broken and otherwise injured ; notwithstanding all which, 
an exorbitant bill of expenses was presented to Captain 
Lane for discharging the vessel as aforesaid, and, upon his 
tefusing to pay the same, and making a formal abandon- 
ment of the vessel, she was seized and he imprisoned. 
At the laet advices received, the one still remained in close 
confinement, and the other fast moored in the river. 

In April last, the brig Jane, the schooner Compeer, and 
other vessels of the United States, were forcibly detained 
for a length of time at Matamoras. 

And in May last, the consul of the United States at ‘T'a- 
basco was summoned before an alclade of that city, and 
required by that functionary to authenticate public docu- 
ments under the consular seal of his office. Upon his re- 
fusal to comply with this extraordinary demand, he was 
ill-treated, and threatened with imprisonment ; the alclade 
thereby constituting himself an arbiter to decide upon the 
propriety of the discharge of duties confided to an officer 
bearing the commission of a foreign Power, to whom alone 
he is responsible for the faithful discharge of all his public 
obligations. 

The flag of the United States has been repeatedly in- 
sulted and fired upon by the public armed vessels of this 
Government ; her consuls, in almost every port of the re- 
public, have been maltreated and insulted by the public 
authorities ; her citizens, while in the pursuit of a lawful 
and peaceful trade, have been murdered on the high seas 


Others have 


like common malefactors ; they have been seized and im- 
prisoned under the most frivolous pretexts ; their property 
haz been condemned and confiscated, in violation of exist- 
ing treaties and the acknowledged laws of nations, and 
large sums of money have been exacted from them, con- 
trary to all law. These acts of outrage and oppression, 
with the numerous other complaints which have been 
made, from time to time, and which still remain unredress- 
ed, have painfully impressed upon the mind of the Presi- 
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dent of the United States that the great moderation and 
forbearance which he has, on all occasions, practised to- 
wards Mexico, and the friendly and benevolent motives 
which have led to it, have not been properly appreciated ; 
and he now feels himself constrained, by a high sense of duty, 
to ask of the Mexican Government such reparation as these 
accumulated wrongs may, on inquiry, be found to require. 

The undersigned is also instructed to make known to 
your excellency that it is expected that any damage which 
may have been sustained by citizens of the United States, 
in consequence of the recent embargo at Vera Cruz, ‘I'am- 
pico, and other Mexican ports on the Gulf, will be repair- 
ed, pursuant to the stipulations of the treaty. 

The private claims, generally, of citizens of the United 
States, to a vast amount, arising out of flagrant violations 
of the laws of nations, have been made by my predecessors 
the subject of repeated and unavailing applications to this 
Government for adjustment. After these unexpected pro- 
crastinations in rendering justice to those who had been 
invited into the ports of the republic, under the most sulemn 
guaranties of protection, it cannot be a matter of surprise 
that the United States should ask that their claims may be 
investigated, and acknowledged, if found to be correct. 
Every principle of international law, and of equity, re- 
quires that remuneration should be granted to the sufferers, 
who have been thus reduced to ruin and beggary by the 
unauthorized acts of men who have violated the laws and 
usages which regulate and control the commercial inter- 
course between all civilized nations. Such remuneration 
is due to that high sense of honor and justice which the 
undersigned confidently believes will ever animate the 
Mexican Government in maintaining those friendly rela- 
tions which so happily exist between the two republics ; 
and permit him to add, it is due to the honor, the interests, 
and the rights of his own country. 

Many of the cases not enumerated, as well as thuse now 
particularly referred to, marked, as they are, by the strong- 
est evidence of cruelty and injustice, cannot be made a 
matter of controversy at this time. The established prin- 
ciples of public law, governing the rights of those in- 


terested, are too clearly defined to leave a doubt upon the | 


questions involved in a settlement of the claims now re- 
spectfally submitted to the consideration of the Mexican 
Government. 

The undersigned cannot conclude this note without ex- 
pressing his assured confidence that the enlightened and 
liberal views, and known sense of justice, of his excellency 
the President ad interim of the supreme Mexican Govern- 
ment, will impel him speedily to arrange, with entire satis- 
faction, these alleged causes of complaint against that Gov- 
ernment. 


The undersigned, therefore, in compliance with instruc- | 
tions from the President of the United States, demands | 


that full reparation be made to all persons who have sus- 
tained injury in the several cases’ now set forth; that all 
private claims of citizens of the United States on this 
Government be promptly and properly examined, and 
suitable redress afforded; and that due satisfaction be given 
for the numerous insults offered to the officers and flag of 
the United States, as hereinbefore represented. 


The undersigned improves the present opportunity to | 


renew to Mr. Monasterio the assurance of his very distin- 

guished consideration. POWHATAN ELLIS. 

To his Excellency Joss Manta Ontts Monasterio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 





Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
(Translation. —C onfidential. ] 


DspartMent oF ReEtations, 
Mexico, October 3, 1836. 
The undersigned has the honor to advise the Hon. Mr. 











Mexican Affairs. 





Ellis, that he has duly received his note of the 26th ultimo, 
in which he asks that the Supreme Mexican Government 
should take into consideration the different subjects and 
reclamations therein mentioned ; but as, in order to do so, 
it is necessary for the undersigned to examine the various 
docuinents touching the cases, some of which are of old 
dates, he has given instructions that they should be collect- 
ed in the Department of State, so that an account of the 
whole may be presented to his excellency the President ad 
interim ; the result of which will be communicated with 
all despatch to the Hon. Mr. Ellis; to whom, in the mean 
time, he renews the assurances of his very distinguished 
consideration. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 


— 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. —Eziract. 


Leeation of THE Uniten States or America, 
Mexico, October 4, 1836. 


Sir: I have the honor herewith to enclose to you the 
correspondence (marked A) between the acting Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and myself, in relation to the outrage 
committed on the American consul and two citizens of the 
| United States at Matamoras. From the direction Mr. 

Monasterio was pleased to give my note on this subject, 
it was impossible to conjecture, from past experience, when 
a satisfactory answer would he received. I have, there- 
fore, thought it proper to embrace this case in the enumer- 
ated causes of complaint presented to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment on the 26th ultimo. 

To the Hon. Jouy Fonrsrru, 

Seeretary of State, Washington City. 








Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


Leeation oF THE Unitep Srates or America, 
Mexico, September 9, 1836. 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honur to represent to your excellency, 
that, on the 17th February last, William Hallet and Zal- 
| mon Hull, (the step-son of the consul of the United States 

at Matamoras, ) citizens of the United States, were arrest- 
| ed in the street, near the habitation of the consul of said 
| States, by a party of armed soldiers, who brutally strack 
| Hull in the face with a sword, and forcibly took them to 
the principal barrack in the city of Matamoras, where they 
were confined as prisoners. A short time after this occur- 
| rence, sentinels were placed at the doors of the residence 
| of the consul of the United States, and all communication 
therewith prohibited. 

Armed soldiers broke open his gate during his absence, 
and forcibly took out of the enclosure of his private property 
one mare and two mules; and afterwards entered the house 
| with drawn swords, to the great terror of the females of his 
family, and searched every room in the building with the 
| avowed intention of finding the father of Mr. Hull. 

From these facts, it is apparent the outrage committed 
| has been attended with circumstances of injury and insult 
wholly inconsistent with those laws and regulations which 
govern the commercial intercourse between nations, and 
which have heretofore bees the protection of consuls in all 
countries. Your excellency must be too well acquainted 
with these laws, not to be aware of the irregularity of the 
proceedings of the local authorities at Matamoras, in the 
instance alluded to, and that they are in violation of the 
rights of a Government on terms of amity with the United 
Mexican States. 

The undersigned will, however, remark, that when con- 
suls resident in a foreign country are received without ex- 
press conditions, they must be considered as standing on 
the footing established by the common consent of all nations. 


} 
| 








APPENDIX—To Gales § Seaton’s Register. 


Mexican Affairs. 


Custom and usage have ascertained and fixed their immu- 
nities, where it has not been done by conventional law; 
and any infraction of them is justly considered an indignity 
offered to the country whoze commission the consul bears. 

The undersigned, therefore, in compliance with instruc- 
tions, demands reparation to the injured individuals here- 
inbefore mentioned, and due satisfaction for the insult offer- 
ed to his Government in the perpetration of the arbitrary, 
and, he trusts, unauthorized acts of the commandant gen- 
eral of the department of Tamaulipas and New Leon. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to pre- | 


sent to his excellency the acting Minister of Foreign A fiairs, 
the assurance of his great respect and distinguished consid- 
eration, 
POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To his Excellency Joss Manta Ontiz Monastsnio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 


[ Translation. } ‘ 
Patace or rus Natrionar Government, 
Mexico, September 19, 1836. 

The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, has 
the honor to advise the Hon. Powhatan Ellis that his note 
of the 9th instant, relative to the outrages committed in 
Matamoras against the consul of the United States of 
America, and two other citizens of the same States, by a 
party of soldiers, has been this day transmitted to the Sec- 
retary of War, for such provisions as he may think fit to 
dictate in the case. 

The undersigned engages to communicate to Mr. Ellis 
the resolution of the said Secretary of War, and in the mean 
time avails himself of the occasion to repeat to him the 
assurances of his very distinguished consideration. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 

To the Hon. Powaatawn Extis, 

Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. of America. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr 


L&caTion oF 


Forsyth. 
rnoe U.S. or 
Mexico, 


America, 
October 5, 1836. 
B 


Stu: The enclosed correspondence (marked ©) in refer- 
ence to the proceedings had before the mercantile tribunal 
at Vera Cruz, in the case of the schooner Peter D. Vroom, 
wrecked near that port on the 19th of July last, will inform 
you of the course I deeined it necessary to pursue, with 
a view to protect the rights aud interests of citizens of the 
United States, and to resist a manifest infraction of the 
well established principle of maritime law. What order 
the Supreme Mexican Government may take upon this 
matter, [ am yet to learn; as my note under date of the 


15th ultimo, representing this affair in its true light, has | 


been transferred from the Foreign Office to the Minister of 
Grace and Justice; where, from the evasive policy of this 
Government, it may rest unnoticed as long as that referred 
to the Minister of War and Marine in the case of the Han- 
nah Elizabeth. 

The papers (D) show that the court of admiralty at 
Campeachy has violated an imperative duty under the 
Stipulations of the treaty subsisting between the coun- 
tries, tu the injury of those interested in the case of the 
brig Aurora, wrecked on the coast of Sisal, and libelled in 
that court subsequent to her disaster. This Government 
complained of the conduct of the American consul in this 
case, and J inmediately wrote to him for a full statement 
of the proceedings. His reply states that, on demand, the 
judge had refused to furnish him with a copy of the ree- 
ord; in 


consequence of which, the notes now enclosed 


Vor VIV \ 


-—A 31 


| wrecked on the coast forty miles above Vera Cruz. 
captain, after taking every precaution to save the cargo of 
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a 


passed between this legation and the acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. 
I have the honor to be, sir, &c., 
POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To the Hon. Joun Fonsrra, 
Secretary of State, Washington city. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


Leeation or THE U. S. or AmMentca, 
Mexico, September 15, 1836. 
The undersigned, chargé 2’affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honor to state, that the schooner Peter 
D. Vroom, E. F. Kelly, master, sailed from Philadelphia 


| on the 12th of June, 1836, consigned to Crecencio Boves, 


Vera Cruz, and on the 19th of July next ensuing was 
The 


his vessel, came down to the place of his destination, and 


| noted protest before the American consul, and appointed 


him agent to dispose of the cargo. This officer despatched 


| vessels, and conveyed to Vera Cruz the whole of the said 
| cargo saved from the wreck; and the same was tendered 


to the original consignee, who refused to acceptit. aid 


| consignee subsequently made a formal abandonment before 


the mercantile tribunal of Vera Cruz, who thereupon ap- 
pointed him agent for the underwriters to dispose of the 
cargo for the benefit of those concerned. To the appoint- 
ment of this, or any other agent, the American consul ob- 
jected, and claimed the control of the business, after the 
rendition of the judgment of the court giving the order of 
sale. Crecencio Boves, however, renounced his agency 
for the sale of the cargo, and [Manuel de Vega was ap 
pointed in his place, with the same powers, and for the 
same object: who proceeded, on the 30th of July, under 
an order of the mercantile tribunal, to sell the cargo in 
question, without the consul of the United States having 
received any official notice thereof. Against this sale the 
said consul protested. 

From an examination of the facts in this case, your ea- 
cellency will perceive that the mercantile tribunal of Vera 
Cruz exceeded its just authority, in withholding from th: 
agent and consul of the United States that participation in 
the sale of the cargo of the Peter D. Vroom to which he 
was clearly entitled. It is a general duty imposed upon 
consuls of the United States, when vesrels of the United 
States are stranded on the coasts of their consulates, to take 
proper measures for saving such vessels, their cargoes and ap- 
purtances, and, after deducting the charges and expenses ac- 


| cruing on the salvage, to deliver over the same to the own 


ers. In the performance of this duty, in the case now un- 


der consideration, vessels were despatched to the assistance 


of the wreck, and that portion of the cargo not already de- 
stroyed was conveyed to Vera Cruz, and tendered, as be- 


| fore stated, to the consignee, Crecencio Boves ; but he 


refused to receive it, and thereafter made a formal aban 
donment. In this state of the case, there being no owner 
or supercargo present, the master of the vessel, by # uni- 
versally acknowledged principle of maritime law, became 
the agent for the owners and shippers, and had a right to 
take such steps as he might deem proper for the benefit of 
those interested. In the exercise of this right, conceded 


| by the laws governing the commercial world, and guaran- 


tied to him by the seventh article of the treaty of amity, 
- e ' . TTrete . - 
cominerce, and navigation, between the United States of 


America and the United Mexican States, the undersigned 


; ts at a loss to conceive how the court of admiralty in Vera 
} Cruz could have overlooked the first pretensions of the 
| agent of the 
| proceeds arising therefrom, under the order of the court. 
| If there could be any doubt in regard to the propriety of 
| tie course contended for by the consul, the 


master to control the sale, and receive the 


following de- 


crees of the Supreme Mexican Government itself w y 
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: 3 i clusively demonstrate it to be correct. ‘The first, under | 


date of the 26th of August, 1831, provides that ‘‘ifa 
| a ship, galley, or other vessel, be stranded or wrecked, we 
order that the vessel, and all things that may be found ap- 
pertaining thereto, be delivered to the person or pefsons to 
whom they belonged prior to damage.” ‘The second, un- 
ae der date of the 4th of Octuber, 1835, declares: ‘* To ful- 
fil better the spirit and letter of ‘la ley recopilado’ on ship- 
wrecks, which was ordered to be observed in a circular of 
the 26th of August last, his‘excellency the President has 


: cognizance of the case, must deliver, with all formality, 
“ and with corresponding security, to the consignee or con- | 
% 5 signees, who may appear, the eflects brought by the 
i a 
a 


wrecked vessel ; and, in case none should appear, or they 
me ee should make abandonment in writing and in legal form, 
(to which effect they, the authorities, will take care to cite 


we 


e ; or distant parts, using for that purpose all the means that 
: may be in conformity with equity and justice, the judge 


consul or vice-consul of the nation to which the vessel be- 









given to the Supreme Government, in order that this latter, 
if it be deemed convenient or necessary, may adopt such 
measures as exclusively belong to it. It is, however, un- 
derstood, this is not to stay proceedings of sale and depos- 
ite of the product of the effects saved or damaged, and 
even of the vessel itself, if, after survey or information of 
witnesses, it should appear that they cannot be preserved 
without serious damage or risk of total loss.” From the 
spirit and letter of these decrees, the undersigned is fully 
pursuaded it was the duty of the judicial tribunals in Vera 
Cruz to name the consul of the United States as agent to 


Beer sina 


San ee 


z all concerned. It must be recollected that Mr. Boves, the 
; consignee, formally abandoned; that there was no owner 
or supercargo present; and that, in contemplation of law, 
the master, E. F. Kelly, was agent for the owners and 
shippers, and had a right to appoint, as he did, an agent 
to act for him until the owners, shippers, and underwriters 
ry: could be heard from. How, then, could the mercantile 
tribunal of Vera Cruz, having the degrees above quoted be- 
fore them, deprive Mr. Burrough, as consul and agent, of 
his right to superintend the sale, and receive the proceeds 
thereof, under the direction of the proper authorities? He 
did not except to the jurisdiction of the court ; nor could he, 
with proptiety, say any thing against the highly intelligent 
and respectable gentleman, Don Manuel de Vega, named as 
agent by that tribunal ; but he had a right to protest against 
j the deposite of the proceeds arising from the sale in the 
hands of a person, contrary to the principles of maritiine 
law, and the decrees of the Supreme Mexican Government. 
The undersigned, in making these suggestions on the 
law arising out of the facts in this case, entertains the hope 
that his excellency José Maria Ortiz Monasterio will see 
the propriety of ordering the proceeds arising from the sale 
et u of the cargo of the schooner Peter D. Vroom to be paid over, 
ey: with as little delay as possible, to the consul of the United 
States at Vera Cruz, the legal agent entitled to the same. 
The undersigned has the honor to repeat to Mr. Monas- 
terio the assurance of his very distinguished consideration 
POWHATAN ELLIS 


lo his Ex. Josy Mania Onviz Monasterio, 


ti ne Ministe/ of Foreign A fa a 
Vv Monasterio to Mr. Ell 
l'ranslation 
Patace or tHE Narionat Govinnmeny 
Mexico, September 21, 1836 
Vhe nvte of the honorable Powhatan Bilis, addresse 


decreed that the judicial anthorities who may have or take | assurances of his very distinguished consideration. 


sell the cargo, and receive the proceeds, for the benefit of 


them, ) the consignees, if they should be found in the same | 


will cause the effects to be deposited in accordance with the | 
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the undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, under 
date of the 15th instant, upon the subject of the occurrences 
in relation to the sale of the cargo of the American schooner 
** Peter D. Vroom,” which was wrecked on the coast some 
distance from the port of Vera Cruz, has been this day 
transferred to the Minister of Justice, as a subject coming 
within the province of his duties, agreeably to the instruc 
tions of his excellency the President ad interim ; the result 
of which the undersigned will communicate to the honor- 
able Mr, Ellis, to whom he is now prompted to renew the 


JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Powunatayw Exttis, 
Chargé d' Affaires of the U. S. of America. 
Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 
Leeatrion or THE Untrep Srares or America, 
Mexico, September 20, 1836 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Stats 
of America, has the honer to inform your excellency thot 


é : : | he has received an answer from the American consul ot 
longed, if there be one; and in every case advice must be | 


Campeachy, in reply to the note addressed to him in refe: 
ence to the proceedings had in the admiralty court at that 


| place, in the case of the brig Aurora, wrecked on the coast 


of Sisal. It appears, from his statement, that the judge o! 
the district has, in direct contravention to the twenty-fifth 
article of the treaty now in full force between the two re- 
publics, refused, on demand, to give to the parties interest 


, ed a copy of the judicial proceedings in the case in question, 


and that this prerequisite is indispensable to enable him to 
give a satisfactory statement of the whole transaction. His 
excellency José Maria Ortiz Monasterio is too well ac- 


| quainted with the importance of such a document not to 


admit the necessity of its production, before a definite ar- 
rangement can be made on this subject. ‘The undersigned, 
therefore, trusts that, with as little delay as possible, an 
order may be given to the court at Campeachy to furish 


| to the owners, or the agents of those interested, a full and 


complete record of the judicial proceedings had on the 
wreck of the brig Aurora. 

The undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the re 
ceipt of Mr. Monasterio’s note of the 19th instant; and im 
proves the present occasion to assure him of his distinguish 
ed consideration. POWHATAN ELLIS 

To his Ex. Josz Mania Ontriz Monasrenio, 

Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Monasteriolo Mr. Ellis. 
[ Translation. ] 


ay 
sur, 


Patace oF THE Nationa GoveRNMENT, 
Mexico, September 27, 1836 
The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, he 
the honor to inform the honorable Powhatan Ellis that his 
note of the 20th instant, relative to the case of the brig 
Aurora, has been transferred to the Minister of Justice, be 
cause it being a subject with which he is conversant, a> 
one embraced within his peculiar functions, he will dictate 
all proper provisions, the results of which the undersigned 
will advise Mr. Ellis of; to whom he renews the assurance 
of his very distinguished consideration. 
JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 
To the Hon. Powuatrayn Extis. 
Chargé d Affaires U.S. of 


America. 


Mr. Ellis to 


GATION OF 


Wr. For yth. ~Exrtroct. 
rue Unirev Sraves or Amunica, 
Mexico, October 11, 1836. 


As already intimated to you, I have little e 


K per 
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tation of a satisfactory adjustment of our claims on this 
Government. I shall, however, pursue, to the letter, your 








instractions on the subject, and advise you from time to 


time of such progress as [ may make in the matter. 
I have the honor to be, with high esteem, your obedient 
servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 
Hon. Joan Fonrsyrn, 
Secretary of State, Washington city. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 
Leoation or rac Unrren Stares or America, 
Mexico, October 25, 1836. 


Sin: I have the honor to transmit for your information 
i copy of my note of the 20th instant to the acting Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, on the subject of my letter addressed 
to him on the 26th ultimo, and his answer to the same. 
If I receive no further communication from the Government, 
I shall, in the course of two or three days, inform Mr. 
Monasterio of my intention to demand my passports at the 


expiration of two weeks, should a satisfactory answer be | 
withheld in regard to the alleged causes of complaint | 


against the Mexican Government. 

I will again suggest, that I have no hope of a satisfac- 
tory adjustment of our affairs with this Government; yet 
every principle of justice would seem to require at the hands 
of the President of the United States that this matter 
should be pressed to a speedy and honorable conclusion. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, your obedi- 
ent servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 

Hon. Joun Forsytn, 

Secretary of Siate, Washington city. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 
Legation of Tue U. S. or Amenica, 
Mexico, October 20, 1836. 

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, asks permission to call the attention of your 
excellency to his note of the 26th ultimo. 

In presenting so urgent a representation as he did on 
that occasion, of the wrongs of which his Government has 
such just cause to complain, the undersigned indulged the 
hope that a returning sense of juctice on the part of the 
Supreme Mexican Government would have induced it to 
enter into a speedy arrangement of all alleged causes of 
complaint against it; but he has seen with regret that his 
anticipations, thus far, have not been realized. He now 
has the honor to inform your excellency, that, unless re- 


dress is afforded without unnecessary delay in the several | 
cases heretofore brought to the notice of this Government, | 


the longer residence of the undersigned, as the representa- 
tive of the Government of the United States of America, 
near that of Mexico, will be useless. 

‘The undersigned avails himself of the opportunity thus 
presented to renew to your excellency the assurance of his 


undiminished personal esteem and distinguished considera- | 


tion. 


POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To his Ex. Jose Mania Ontrz Monasterio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Ellis. 
(Translation. ] 
Patace or THE Natronat GovennMENT, 
Mexico, Oclober 21, 1836. 
The undersigned, acting Minister of Foreign Attuairs, has 
seen with pain the note which the honorable Powhatan 
Ellis addressed to him yesterday, advising that, unless he 
received a prompt reply to that of the 26th ultimo, he 
should consider uselese his residence in Mexico as the rep- 
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resentative of the United States of America. The Gov- 
ernment of the undersigned cannot understand how a de- 
lay in the reply to any note, however grave its subject may 
be, could be considered a sufficient cause for taking the step 
referred to—much more if it is recollected that the delay 
in such answer does not arise from any omission on the 
part of the minister, but from circumstances which it is 
not in his power to control. These circumstances in the 
present instance, as the undersigned has already had the 
honor to inform the honorable Mr. Ellis, owing to the ne- 
glect of his predecessors in the office at this time under his 
charge in some of the matters to which the note aforesaid 
of the 26th ultimo refers, are, the necessity of procuring 
documents from the offices of the other secretaries, and 
even from the Governments of the respective departments 
themselves; and the time, although it may be very pre- 
cious, requisite to collect such documents, in order to ex- 
amine deliberately the several points with which it is ne- 
cessary to be conversant before replying to them in a man- 
ner called for by the interests of the nation, and the desire 
of the Supreme Government to render satisfaction to that 
of the United States in every case, supported by justice, 
among the reclamations which have been presented. 

These observations cannot fail to have their due weight 
upon the consideration of the Hon. Powhatan Ellis; and 
as the undersigned had supposed he was previonsly im- 
pressed with them, the greater pain was caused that he 
should have imagined the Mexican Government had paid 
little attention to his note aforesaid, and that he shouid have 
manifested any intention to withdraw himself from the func- 
tions which he now exercises. 

The undersigned, with the advice of his excellency the 
President ad interim, can do nothing more at this time 
than reassure the chargé d’affuires of the United States, that 
as soon as he can collect and examine all the necessary data, 
he will reply to the note in question. He has already made 
requisitions to this effect for those that are wanting. He 
will hasten their transmission to this office ; and he protests 
that he will occupy himself exclusively with the affairs 
which the honorable Mr. Ellis has submitted to the consid- 
eration of the Supreme Government. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
renew to his excellency the assurance of his very distin- 
guished consideration and esteem. 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO 

To the Hon. Pownatan E ttts, 

Chargé @’ Affaires of the United States 











Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 
Leearion oF THE Unitsep States or AMERICA, 
Mexico, November 10, 1836. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose to you a copy of my 
note of the 4th instant, addressed to his excellency José 
Maria Ortiz Monasterio, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
in compliance with your instructions of the 20th of July 
last. He has not answered this communication. You 
see by a reference to his note of the 21st ultimo, in answer 
to mine of the preceding day, that he designates no time at 
which he will be prepared to give the necessary explana- 
tions, and under such justice as may be deemed commen- 
surate with the injuries complained of by the United States. 
Under such circumstances, the policy of this Government 
has not been such as to inspire me with entire confidence 
in their speedy and satisfactory adjustment of all our diffi- 
culties, and I could not feel myself justified in waiting upon 
them, until they might find it convenient hereafter to ad- 
dress me a more favorable note upon the subject. I am 
strongly inclined to believe that moment never will arrive, 
and that I may see you in Washington city before the end 
of January next. 

I transmit a duplicate of my despatch No. 32, and have 
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the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your most obe- 
dient servant. POWHATAN ELLIS. 
Hon. Joun Fonrsyta, 
Secretary of State, Washington City. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 


Lseation or tar U. Starrs or AmERica, 
Mexico, November 4, 1836. 

The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United States 
of America, has the honor to represent to his excellency 
José Maria Ortiz Monasterio, acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, that he has witnessed, with the greatest pain and 
anxiety, the failure on the part of this Government to give 
a favorable response to his notes of the 26th of September 
and the 20th of October last past. In consequence of this 
state of things, he is instructed to make known to the Su- 
preme Mexican Government, that unless a satisfactory | 
answer be received within the space of two weeks from the | 
date hereof, he is directed to demand his passports, and 
return to the United States. 

The undersigned will take great pleasure in meeting your 
excellency at any time, to enter into an arrangement of the 
numerous causes of complaint against this Government by 
that of the United States of America; and he improves the | 
present opportunity to renew to your excellency the assu- | 
rance of his most distinguished corsideratiou. 

POWHATAN ELLIS. 
To his Excellency Jose Marta Ont1z Monastenio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth.—Eztract. 


Leeation or THe U. 8. or Amenica, 
Mexico, November 30, 1836. 

Sir: * * - * * *| 

I have received from the acting Minister of Foreign Af- | 
fairs an answer to my note of the 26th of September last, 
and it is wholly unsatisfactory. Unless something favor- | 
able should occur to produce a change of determination, I 
shall demand my passports in three or four days, and return | 
to the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, your 
obedient servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 

Hon. Jonn Fonsrrna, 

Secretary of State, Washington. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth.—Extract. 
Mexico, December 9, 1836. 
Sir: . ° ° ° 
Mr. Gorostiza has arrived, and the Government paper an- 
nounces that his conduct in the United States has been ap- 
proved by the competent authority here. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis, 
DerpartTMENT oF State, 
Washington, December 10, 1836. 
Sir: Mr. Gorostiza has, upon his own responsibility, 
terminated his extraordinary mission to the United States. 
The President will not belive that the Mexican Govern- 
ment is under the influence of the obvious prejudices which 


have distorted and discolored every object seen here in the | 


view of their functionary. The full and frank explanations 
of his motives and purposes, in the precautionary means 


taken on the frontiers, should have satisfied that Govern- | 


ment that nothing could be further from the President’s in- 
tentions than to injure Mexico in her interests or in her 
honor. Under this conviction, he trusts that the departure 
of the extraordinary mission will, in no respect, interrupt 
the friendly relations between the two Governments; and 
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he instructs me to say, that whatever feelings such a step 
was calculated to produce, it shall not be permitted to di- 
minish his confidence in the amicable disposition of the 
Mexican Government, nor to operate in his mind prejudi- 
cially to its interests. Although the President supposes 
that the Mexican Government will have found, in the 
communications heretofore made by the Department to its 
envoy extraordinary, satisfactery grounds to justify the 
measure viewed so unfavorably by Mr. Gorostiza, yet his 
sincere and strong desire to prevent any misunderstanding 
on the subject induced him to determine, on the departure 
of that minister, to make such explanations as might pre- 
vent the Mexican Government from being misled into the 
adoption of the errors of their minister. Since my return 
to the seat of Government, the great pressure of other pub- 
lic business, and the condition of the President’s health, 
have delayed until now the execution of that purpose. 

So soon as the contest in Texas was found to be inevit- 
able, it became the President’s duty to consider its probable 
consequences to the United States, with a view to guard 
against the injuries it might produce to our citizens, and 
to the performance of the obligations of the Government to 
a friendly and neighboring Power. The more immediate 
danger was, that the contending parties might, in the 
struggle, find it necessary or convenient to seek, for advan- 
tage or protection, refuge on the territory of the United 
States ; and that, being pursued by their adversaries, our soil 
might become the battle-ground for deciding the contest. 


| Sufficient warning to both was therefore given, that this 


could not and would not be permitted. Subsequent events 
rendered any further precautionary steps in that regard un- 
necessary; but among the stipulations of Mexico and the 
United States to each other, was found one obliging each 


party to restrain the Indians within its dominions from all 


depredations upon the adjoining Power. The extent in 
which this provision was understood by Mexico will be 
seen by recurring to the complaints made to this Govern- 
ment, that some of the Indians on our side had crossed 
over, without even an allegation of its having been done 
with any hostile design towards Mexico. Without assent- 
ing to the claims of Mexico as to the extent of the obliga- 
tions of the United States under the treaty stipulation, the 
President was duly sensible that it required decisive means 
on his part to prevent the Indians within the United States 
from entering into the quarrel in Texa:. In addition to 


| warning advice, given through our Indian agents, the pre- 





sence of some of our troops was deemed indispensable to 
enforce, if necessary, the council given to them. The pre- 
sence of this force was imperatively demanded to prevent 
evils which might arise from various other causes. The 
savage tribes, prone to war, within reach of the contending 
parties, were numerous; and, on the Mexican side, known 
to be under very imperfect control. These warlike tribes, 
without regard to the combatants, might be tempted to fall 
upon the frontiers of the United States or Mexico, hoping 
that their depredations might be imputed to the known 
parties in the war. One of the combatants, in the event 
of defeat, or to strengthen himself against the more potent 


| adversary, might solicit, and, it was to be feared, might 


obtain, the active co-operation of some of the Indian tribes, 
whose conduct, when once in the field, it would be im- 
practicable to regulate according to the rules of civilized 
warfare, or to the obligations of their allies—to respect the 
territory, the persons and property of neutrals. The dis- 
tance of the scene of operations from the seat of Govern- 
ment compelled the Chief Magistrate to trust the discre- 
tionary power of using the.troops to the commanding offi- 
cer; yet, such care was taken in framing the order, given 
with the authority to act, that the President believed it 
scarcely possible that cause of just complaint could arise; 
yet, from extreme caution, and from an anxious desire to 
prevent the possibility of misconception on the part of 
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Mexico, the steps taken were immediately made known to 
the minister plenipotentiary of that country, with the most 
explicit specification of the objects for which, and for which 
alone, the discretionary power to the commanding officer 
on the frontier was given. ‘The President did not doubt 
that, on the actual occurrence of any of the evils anticipa~ 
ted, or on satisfactory evidence of imminent danger of 
them, the commanding officer of the troops on the frontier 
hed an indisputable right, in defence of the United States, 
or in protecting Mexican territory, according to the stipu- 
lation of the treaty, to occupy any position on either side 
of the line supposed to divide the two countries, which 
might be necessary to enable him to perform either of those 
duties. Yet, he deemed it proper, from the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the contest in Texas, to limit that discre- 
tion by special instructions to move towards the Mezican 
side only under a state of things which should make that 
step justifiable in the eyes even of those who were disposed 
to watch every movement on our part with suspicion and 
jealousy. 

You will perceive that Mr. Gorostiza, in his conference 
with me, distinctly admitted our right, in the event of hos- 
tility to the United States by Mexican Indians, to invade 
the territory of ‘Texas, either to prevent intended injury, 
or to punish actual depredation. In a note written subse- 
quently, he seeks to avoid the force of that admission, by 
confounding the principle upon which it obviously rests 
with the right of making war for a violation of treaty en- 
gagements. You will find no difficulty in showing to the 
Mexican Government that it rests upon principles of the 
law of nations, entirely distinct from those on which war is 
justified—upon the immutable principles of self-defence—up- 
on the principles which justify decisive measures of precau- 
tion to prevent irreparable evil to our own or to a neighbor- 
ing people. 
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The grossness of the error of placing it on | 


the right of war, as also the folly of relying upon that mode | 


of redress, you can render obvious, by supposing that hos- 
tilities were, under present circumstances on the frontier, 
about to begin, our fellow citizens, of all ages and classes, 
to be exposed to massacre, their property to destruction, 
and the whole frontier to be laid waste by those savages 
Mexico was bound to control. Until these evils happen, 
on Mr. Gorostiza’s theory, we have no right to take a po- 
sition which will enable us to act with effect ; and, before 
we do act, according to our promises under the thirty -third 
article of the treaty, after the frontier has been desolated, 
we must demand redress of Mexico—wait for it to be re- 
fused—and then make war upon Mexico. We are quietly 
to suffer injuries we might prevent, in the expectation of 
redress—redress for irreparable injuries from Mexico, who 
did not inflict them, but who was, from circumstances, 
without the power to prevent, as she would be, after they 
were inflicted, without the power to redress them. ‘To 
make war upon Mexico for this involuntary failure to com- 
ply with her obligations, would be equivalent to an attempt 


to convert her misfortunes into crimes—her inability into | 


guilt. If these injuries had been committed, and our com- 
plaints made to Mexico, what answer coulil be given to de- 
clarations of the Mexican Government like these: ‘* We 
had hot power to prevent the evils of which you complain. 
Our inability to perform our promises was well known to 
you. It was your duty, having the means, to prevent 
these evils. We expected this would be done; and if, un- 
Wisely, you have suffered them to be inflicted upon you, 
While we regret infinitely what has occurred, we can only 
xpress our regret, and call upon you to consider that your 
vengeance should fall not on Mexico or her citizens, but upon 
the tribes who committed the cruelties on vour frontiers, or 
upon the rebellious people (in Texas) by whom those tribes 
should have been restrained?” In determining upon the 
precautions authorized by him to avert evils that could not 
be repaired, to avvid the mockery of calling upon Mexico 
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for redress for injuries it was out of her power to guard 
against, and the cruelty of seeking for satisfaction of weak- 
ness, which was due only from guilt, the President will 
not—cannot—believe that Mexico, in the present condition 
of affairs, will consider her character or interests in the 
slightest degree injured ad you will dis inctly state to 
that Government that, uuul they have a force competent to 
perform the treaty stipulations near the frontier, he will be 
compelled to regard every indication of dissatisfaction as 
founded not upon the principles of national law, but on a 
groundless suspicion of the intentions of the United States, 

I shall send, with this despatch, a copy of the President’s 
message at the opening of Congress, from which you will 
be able to draw additional evidences of the just and amica- 
ble intentions of the Chief Magistrate.. The President de- 
sires that you should give such explanations to the Mexi- 
can Government as these instructions will enable you to 
make ; which, if received in the proper and friendly spirit 
in which they are offered, will, he trusts, remove all ground 
for doubts and anxieties, if any have been entertained on 
the subject. 

It would be gratifying to the President, if this communi- 
cation, which you will have to make to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, was limited to these explanations. Unfortunate- 
ly, the conduct of its late minister extraordinary has made 
it necessary to touch upon even a more unpleasant topic. 
You will learn with astonishment that Mr. Gorostiza, 
while enjoying his diplomatic privilege, although after he 
had declared bis mission at an end, published, on his own 
authority, a pamphlet (a-copy of which is herewith sent to 
you) containing parts of his unpublished correspondence 
with this Department, and extracts from his letters to the 
Mexican Secretary of Foreign Relations, with a long in- 
troductory preface. The publication of his correspondence 
with the Department, without the authority of his Govern- 
ment, is believed to be unexampled in the history of diplo- 
macy, and was not decorous to the Government of the 
United States. The extracts from his correspondence with 
his own Government, and his introduction to the whole, 
contain statements and comments defamatory of the Gov- 
ernment and people of the United States, and obviously in- 
tended to injure the character of both, for honor and gvood 
faith, in the eyes of the world. This pamphlet, although 
not circulated generally among our citizens, wasin the 
hands of editors of newspapers, who have published ex- 
tracts from it; and the President has been informed that 
two copies of it were sent by its author, at the moment of 
his departure from the United States, to some, if not to all, 
the members of the foreign and diplomatic body accredited 
here. ‘This act, still more extraordinary, because it almost 
immediately followed the communication of the President's 
intention to direct that explanations, which he believed 
would be satisfactory, should be made to the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, has excited but one sentiment among those to 
whom itis known. In directing you to make known the 
publication of this pamphlet to the Mexican Government, 
the President does not doubt the truth of the declaration 
made by its author, that this publication was his own per- 
sonul act, for which he had no authority from his Govern- 
ment; nor will he permit himself to suppose for an instant, 
that it will adopt or sanction conduct so glaringly violating 
all the decorum of diplomatic usage; so disrespectful to the 
Government and people of the United States ; so unworthy 
the representative of a respectable Government; and so well 
calculated to interrupt the harmony and good will which 
ought to subsist between the United States and Mexico. 

How far the character of the Mexican Government for 
decorum and justice, and an honorable desire to maintain 
a respectable rank among the civilized nations of the 
world, require a distinct manifestation of its just displeasure 
at such an extraordinary step, are questions that belong to 
itself alone to consider and decide. 
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In giving you this instruction to make known to the 
Mexican Government the conduct of its envoy, without a 
demand of reparation at its hands, the President is in- 
fiuenced, as well by the explicit disavowal of the envoy of 
all participation on the part of his Government in the act 
complained of, as by the sincere conviction, already ex- 
pressed, that a step so reprehensible will not be counte- 
nanced by it. But if, contrary to all just expectation, the 


Mexican Government shall adopt that act, or give sanction | 


to it, by approving of their minister’s conduct, the con- 


Mexican Affairs 


| 





grateful to me as any Mexican can be to an American. He 
has verbally told me several times that he was doing al! 
in his power to obtain said American seaman, by writing 
to the commander, and by even visiting the squadron; that 
the officers have falsely assured him that the sailor had 
been sent ashore; and that he was only wuiting for his 
atriva] to return said sailor and his protection to me, with 


| an official reply to my communication. As, however, | 


tinuance of diplomatic intercourse between the two coun- | 


tries can no longer be either useful or reputable to the 


United States. However painful may be the consequen- | 


ces, the honor of the American people requires the Presi- 
dent to instruct you, as I now do, in that event, to de- 
mand your passports, and to return, forthwith, bringing 
with you all the archives of the legation, to the United 
States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Powsatan Extis, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the U. S. Mexico. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 


Leeation or Tue U. States or America, 
Mexico, December 14, 1836. 
Sin: I have the honor to inform you that I demanded 
my passports of this Government on the 13th instant, and 
shall repair to Washington city without delay. To the 
note, ernbracing this demand, I have as yet received no re- 
ply. Thé correspondence which led to thia state of things 


I shall not be able to present to you previously to my re- | of Master Commandant Mervine, and to which the subjects 


turn to the United States. 


know these people too well to believe that said sailor will 
be released, and as J am informed that several other Ameri- 
can seamen are also impressed into the Mexican service to 
fight the Texians, I write this communication with the 
hope that you will obtain an order from the Mexican Gov. 
ernment to have all such Americans set at liberty, to pro 
hibit any further impressment of our sailors, and to punish 
all their guilty oppressors, past, present, and future. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, HENRY PERRINE. 

Hon. Powaatan Extis, 

American Minister in Mexico. 


Mr. Borrough to Mr. Forsyth. 
Consutate or Tur U. States or America, 
Vera Cruz, November 22, 1836. 
Sir: It becomes my duty to reveal to you the facts of 
an outrage, not less monstrous in principle than, perhaps, 


| grave in its consequences, committed by the authorities of 
| the Mexican Government in this place on the persons of 


I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient ser- | 


vant, POWHATAN ELLIs, 
Hon. Jounw Forsyrta, 
Secretary of State, Washington city. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. —Extract. 


Leeatron oF THE U. States or America, 
Mexico, December 21, 1836. 

Sir : * * 7 * 7 7” 

I have not received an answer to my note of the 7th in- 
stant, demanding my passports of this Government, with 
a view to return to the United States.* To-morrow I 
shall address a second note to the acting Minister of For- 
eign Affairs, demanding them within a given time; and if 
they are not sent to me, I shall leave this capital without 
them. 

I am fully persuaded that nothing but a prompt, firm, 
and decisive course of action on the part of the Congress 
of the United States will induce these people to adjust 
the subjects of controversy between the two Govern- 
ments. . 7 7 a . ° 

Hon. Joun Fonsyrru, 

Secretary of State, Washington city. 





Mr. Perrine to Mr. Ellis. 
Campeachy, October 4, 1836. 


the gefe politico of this city, to neither of which have I yet 
received any written reply; nor has either the American 
seaman been delivered, or his protection been returned to 
me. The gefe politico professes to be as friendly and 


* The note of the 7th was not sent into the Office of Foreign Re. 
lations until the 13th, in consequence of the copy of it not having been 
completed, and the intervention of three successive feast days, which 
prevented the transaction of public business 


citizens of the United States, composing a part of the na- 
val force of the United States Government. 
The United States ship Natchez, under the command 


referred to were attached, arrived at this port on the 25th 
of October, and came to anchor, as usual, near the ‘¢ Is- 


| land Sacrificios.” On the following day, at an hour pre- 


viously stipulated by the authorities, the customary civili- 
ties of friendly Powers were interchanged. The officers 
of the ship now honored us with occasional visits, dispos- 
ing of their boat’s crew, when at the city, as circumstances 
rendered necessary and convenient. 

It was on the 2d instant that Mr. Renshaw, passed mid- 
shipman, belonging to the said ship Natchez, arrived at 
the mole, and who soon after appeared at my office, hear- 
ing a note from Captain Mervine to my address. This be- 
ing presented, he informed me that he should return in 
the course of half an hour and take charge of any letters 
that I might require him to carry to the ship. Scarcely 
fifteen minutes had elapsed when a gentleman called and 
desired me, for ** God’s sake to hasten to the mole ;” that 
the boat’s crew of the American man-of-war were attacked 
and being murdered by the Mexican soldiery—the guard 
at the gate ; that several of the men were already much in- 
jured, if not actually killed. I quickly repaired to the 
mole, where I beheld fwo of the boat’s crew of the United 


States ship Natchez prostrate ; and from the evidences of 


personal violence, (their bodies being literally covered with 
blood, ) I supposed the vital spark extinct ; and therefore 


| proceeded to the boat lying at a short distance from them, 
| and in which I discovered six other seamen belonging to 


: | the said ship. They were somewhat intoxicated, and al- 
ConsutaTs or rat Usitrev Srates or America, | 


so showed marks of a personal combat, and who were 


, writhing under the wounds which I was informed they had 
Sin: I transmit to you copies of two official letters to | 


received from the Mexican soldiery, boatmen, and others 
of the country, and by whom it appears they had been at 
tacked; the former using, in the conflict, their cutlasses 
and bayoneted muskets, whilst the latter assailed them with 
fragments of stone, clubs, knives, and such other missiles 
as chance had thrown in their way. 

By this time a number of soldiers had collected, and 
among whom were likewise officers, occupying a position 
near the boat of the Natchez, the former having their 


eaten 


vanes 
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deadly. weapons, their arms poised in the direction of the 


crew, and the officers, with swords in hand, all apparently 
much excited. The seamen were at this time quiescent, 
under the charge of Mr. Renshaw, who had reached the 
mole some minutes previous to my arrival, and to whom it 
is just to say, that his oflicer-like conduct, on this occa- 
sion, reflects on him the highest credit, and to whose 
authority the seamen at once yielded, but on whom I was 
apprehensive that the soldiery would have fired, and which 
there is reason to believe was meditated, and would have 
been tacitly sanctioned by the officer of the guard, had 
Don Manuel Rodriguez, the captain of the port, at this 
awful jancture, not interposed his authority; who, being 
moved by feelings of humanity, not less than of jus- 
tice, in behalf of the already half-murdered crew, averted 
the bloody deed. 

It may not be amiss, perhaps, in this place, to state, 
that I am informed the above-named officer entertains the 
opinion, in common with many of his countrymen, not 
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influenced by prejudice, admitting the military tribunal to | 
be ea officio empowered to take cognizance of the affair in 


question—a point which he is unwilling to concede. No 
charges of a magnitude worthy the notice of the Mexican 
Government can, or ought, in anywise, to rest egainst 
the boat’s crew of the Natchez. 


Returning to the more pertinent points of our subject: | 


it being conceived by Mr. Renshaw, and justly so, that 
the seamen Were incapacitated for duty, being maimed and 
otherwise disabled, and that it would be jeopardizing the 
lives of all to embark for the ship, the weather being boist- 
erous, and a heavy sea running, he appealed to me, asking 
how, or in what manner, he should dispose of his men? 
Apprehending the consequences of any renewal of hostili- 
ties, and as a measure of necessity, for the personal se- 
curity of the said boat’s crew against further violence, I 


recommended their being, for the present, placed in charge | 


ef the captain of the port, and to whose care, at the re 
quest of Mr. Renshaw, they were accordingly intrusted for 
safe-keeping, subject to the order of Mr. R.; and all of 
whom, with the exception of two, were put in temporary 
confinement. These, being badly wounded, were sent to 
the hospital for the benefit of surgical aid. 

At an early hour next morning, an officer arrived from 
the ship Natchez, and who was the bearer of a letter from 


the commander, addressed to the commandant of marine | 


at this place, expressive of his regret at the occurrence of 
the previous day, and in which he assured the command- 
ant of marine ‘that, on an investigation of the affair, if 
it should appear that the boat’s crew of the ship Natchez, 
under his command, were the aggressors in the case, they 
should receive condign punishment.” 

This letter being presented, was read and refurned to 
the commander of the Natchez, with a verbal message 
from General Vasquez, the then military commandant of 
the State, and to whom it had been submitted by the au- 
thority of the Marine Department. 

An application being made to the captain of the port-for 
the release of the seamen, I received tor answer, that ‘* an 
order having been issued from superior authority to detain 
them, he regretted not having it in his power to comply 
with my request.” I now waited on the military com- 
wandant general in regard to the men, who informed me 
that the ** mariners, my countrymen,” *‘ whose liberation 
was asked, had outraged the laws of the Mexican repub- 
lic; had assaulted the military guard at the mole; and for 
which offence, the penalty, Ly the criminal code of Mexi- 
co, Was a@ sentence to at least six years’ hard labor in the 


public streets, and to which they would be condemned and 


le 


itt 
Litt 


made to sufier, should the charges be substantiated ;” anil 


who accordingly refused 
eamen 


to order the liberation of the said 


se commander of the United Stat 
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addressed a communication to the above-mentioned autho- 
rity, under cover of note from this consulate, protesting 
against the detention of said seamen, and demanding their 
liberation, but which was disregarded by the aforesaid au- 
thority. 

Captain Mervine, not being able to obtain the release 
of the boat’s crew of the ship under his command, unlaw- 
fully detained by the authorities of this place, left for 
Pensacola, via Tampico, on the 10th of this month. 

I have to inform you that the seamen still remain in 
prison, and whose fate and final destiny must depend on 
the Government of the United States, or such measures as 
may be adopted by the representative of the United States 
at the city of Mexico for their liberation. 

I have the honor to inform you that the facts, as detailed, 
have been submitted officially to the notice of the chargé 
d'affaires of the United States at the capital of this repub- 
lic, and who has been pleased to say that he will do ail in 
his power to procure the release of the American seamen 
held in confinement by the arbitrary acts of the authorities 
of Vera Cruz. 

I deem it proper to state, that all communication with 
the said mariners has been precluded me. Three several 
notes, addressed to the highest functionary of the local Gov 
ermpent, requesting permission to visit them, and to minis 
ter to their comfort, have been written ; all which has been 
denied me : thus contravening my official immunities to the 
prejudice of citizens of the United States shut up within 
the walls of a damp and loathsome prison, and who are en- 
during all the pains, privations, and sufferings of mind and 
body, incident to a state of incertitude and inquisitorial 
discipline. 

With the assurance of my high respect, I have the honor 
to be, sir, your obedient servant. 

M. BURROUGH. 

The Hon. Joun Fousyrs, 

Departme nt of State, Washington. 


Mr. Burrough to Mr. Forsyth.—Exiract. 


ConsuLats or Tae Unirep Srares or Amurica, 


Vera Cruz, December 1, 1836 


Sin: My respects to the Department, No. 51, will have 
apprized you of a recent outrage committed on the persons 
of citizens of the United States at this place. 

The sufferers on the occasion were Jaincs Huver, Henry 
Hebert, Richard Freeman, Daniel Groves, John Williams, 
Samuel Long, John Davis, and Samuel Molden, of and 
belonging to the United States sloop of war Natchez, and 
who have been detained and imprisoned by the authorities 
of this Government, to the prejudice of the public service 
of the United States, without any just cause for the arbi 
trary measures pursued. 

I have now the gratification to state that the above mer 
tioned seamen were releared from confinement on the 


or 
ae 


th 
ultimo, and delivered to the charge of this consulate, and 


| who are retained at the expense of the United States, sub 


| mariners is much ifpaired, not only from the wounds 1 


ject to the order of Commodore Dallas. 

I regret to add, that the health of the aforementioned 
ceived from the Mexican soldiery on the morning of the 2 
November, but from their subsequent confinement in a 
humid 





and leathsome prison, (appropriated to convict 


for the period of twenty-three days, ou a short allowar 
of feod 
° w * ° , 

I have the hon t ; , Most res thu t 

dient servant 
I. BURROUGH 
The Hon. Joax Foust 
D . _— ‘ é 
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Mr. Ellis to Mr. F oreyth. <uiRetredt. 


Lucation or Tat Untren States or AMERICA, 
Mexico, September 7, 1836. 
Sir: 
* . ° ~ 7 * 

After a strong opposition on the part of the foreign mer- 
chants residents in this capital, the forced loan authorized 
by an act of Congress of the 16th of June last has been 
ultimately enforced. In general, they permitted their 
stores to be embargoed, and their goods to be seized, to an 
extent sufficient to cover the amount of the loan apportion- 
ed to each, and the expenses of the embargo; at the same 
time, citizens of the United States, by my instructions, 
formally protesting against the right of this Government to 
levy such contributions on them. As it is contemplated by 
the American merchants who have suffered by this measure 
to enter a claim for satisfaction against the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, I shall be pleased to receive from you, at your 
earliest leisure, instructions as to the course I onght to 
pursue. 

2 . * o * * o 

I have the honor to be, with every respect, sir, your 
oedient servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 

To the Hon. Joun Fonsytu, 

Secretery of State, Washington city. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis. 
DerantrmMet oF Stare, 
Washington December 20, 1836. 

Sir: With regard to the forced loan authorized by an 
act of the Mexican Congress of the 16th Juue last, I am 
directed to instruct you that, if the exaction which that | 
Government made by it were a mere tax or contribution 
levied upon the inhabitants generally, our citizens resident 
in Mexico would have no right to complain, as they are 
subjected to such charges by the treaty. 
its execution, (as from No. 18 appears to have been the 
case,) the law should be construed to authorize a loan or 
contract, really compulsory, you will persist, in conformi- 
ty with the instructions heretofore given you, in demanding 
redress. Where practicable, this might be afforded by a 
return of the property taken, in kind; and where not, by | 


f 


the payment of the value in money, with full indemnity, | 


in either case, for the damages sustained. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Pownatan Excis, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affair:s of the United States, Mexico. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth. 


Lesation or THe Uniren Srates or America, 
Mexico, October 15, 1836. 

Sir: Ihave the honor herewith to transmit to you a 
copy of my note to his excellency Jose Maria Ortiz Mon- 
asterio, acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, in relation to 
an outrage recently committed on the flag of the United 
States by the Mexican authorities in Vera Cruz. 
companying copy of a letter from Marmaduke Burrough, 
Esq., our consul at that place, contains the information 
upon which F acted. 

These renewed and aggravated instances of insult and 
ageression on the flag of a friendly 
ceive the ma:ked reprehension of the President of United 
States. So long as they 
hotice, 


are suffered to pass by without 
so long will they be continued 
have heretofore shown but little respect to the rights of 


others 


I have not heard from the Minister of Foreien A fluirs 


If, however, in | 


The ac: | 


Power, I trust will re- | 


by a people who | 
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since his note of the 3d instant, addressed to me in reply 
to mine of the 26th ultimo. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant. POWHATAN ELLIS. 
Hon. Joun Forsrrn, 
Secretary of State, Washington city. 








Mr. Burrough to Mr. Ellis. 


ConsuxaTe oF THE U. Sratres oF AMERICA, 
Vera Cruz, October 8, 1836. 


Sin: I have to inform you that outrages of a serious 
character have this day been committed by the Government 
authorities of Vera Cruz, on the flag of the United States 
The American brig Fourth-of-July, of Baltimore, whereof 
Shubael G. Rogers is master, was this morning taken for 
cible possession of by officers of this Government; the 
master placed under guard, and finally, with his officers 
and crew, driven onshore. The Mexican flag was hoisted, 

| under the fire of a gun, at 1 P, M. 

The master, I take occasion to state, has not signed, as 
| yet, any bill of sale or other document of conveyance ; the 
consignee and agent of this Government for the purchase of 
the said vessel, being unprepared to comply with all the 
requisitions indicated i in the letter of instructions which the 
master bears, as vendor, from the owner, Mr. Edmund 
| Didier, of the city of Baltimore. 
| The said master has entered protest before me against 

| the proceedings had by the Mexican authorities; and how 
the case will terminate, is yet doubtful. Fortunately, the 
United States ship Boston is still in port, and, at my te- 
quest, will remain a day or two longer. I shall confer 
with the commander of the Boston in this case, and fur 
nish him with copies of the depositions of Captain Rogers 
; and his officers ; and may have it in my power to give you 
| further information on the subject in my next. 
| [have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully your obedi 
| ent servant, M. BURROUGH. 
| Hon. Powusaran Ents, 
Chargé d'’ Affuires United States at Mexico. 
|  P. S. Captain Rogers has put into my hands the amount 
cena’ for payment of seamen, as required by the act of 
| Congress of the 28th of February, 1803, in relation to 
| discharge of seamen in a foreign port; but who has, agree 
ably to the ship's roll and shipping articles of the brig 
| Fourth-of-July, violated the requisitions of the first section 
of the above act referred to in your official communication 
| of the Ist instant. M. B. 


Mr. Ellis to Mr. Monasterio. 
Lecation or THe Uniren Srares or Amentca, 
Mexico, October 14, 1836 
The undersigned, chargé d'affaires of the United State: 
of America, begs leave to represent to your excellency that 
| he is advised by the consul of the United States at Vers 
Cruz, that, on “the Sth instant, certain Mexican officers 
boarded the American brig Fourth- of-July, of Baltimore, 
| 8. C. Rogers, master, then lying at anchor in the port of 
Vera Cruz: forcibly took possessiun of her, placed the 
captain under guard, and finally compelled him and his 
crew to go on shore; at the same time supplanting the flag 
of the United States ‘and hoisting that of this nation, under 
| the firing of artillery. 
‘The undersigned will refrain from making any commen! 
| on this extraordinary and unexpected outrage committed 
on the flag of his country, under a full conviction that the 
acts were perpetrated without the knowledge or authorit 
of this Government. He will, however, remark, that your 
| excellency must at once see the enormity of the offence 
as well as the measure of redress expected under such « 
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cumstances. He, therefore, in noticing this case, feels it 
to be his duty to demand of the Mexican Government the 
immediate restoration of the vessel in question, with 
damages for her detention; the prompt and exemplary 
punishment of the author of such lawless proceedings, and 
due satisfaction for the indignity offered to the United 
States in the forcible and arbitrary seizure of one of her 
vessels, without any just excuse whatever. 

The undersigned profits of this occasion to offer to Mr. 
Monasterio the assurance of his personal esteem and very 
Jistinguished consideration, POWHATAN ELLIS. 

To his Excellency 

Jose Marta Ontriz Monasterio, 
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs. 





Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Ellis. —Extract. 


Derantment or Starr, 
Washington, December 9, 1836. 
Sia: 


. . * 7 *. 


With regard to the affair brought to the notice of the 


Department in your No. 29, I have to state that the Navy | 


Department is in possession of information that the own- 
ere of the brig Fourth-of-July are content. You will con- 
sequently desist from claiming her, or damages for her de- 
tention, as American property. ‘The circumstances, how- 
ever, under which ths vessel is represented to have been 
seized -by the Mexican authorities, afford such strong pre- 
sumptive proof of a design on their part to insult the flag 
of the United States, that you will, on that point, press 
lor proper satisfaction. Acts of that character, proceeding 
from whatever motive, cannot be overlooked by this Gov- 
ernment. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
Pownatan Extis, Esq., 
Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States, Mexico. 





Mr. Ellis to Mr. 


Unirro Srares suite Boston, 
Balize, January \2. 1837. 
Sin: I avail myself of an opportunity which presents 
itself at this moment, to advise you that I took my depart- 
ure from the Mexican capital on the 28th ultimo, and 
stall use every exertion to reach Washington city, with 
the archives of the legation, by the Ist of February. 
Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, your most 
obedient servant, POWHATAN ELLIS. 
Hon. Joan Fonsrra, 
Secretary of State, Washington City. 


PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MEXICO. 


Message from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting his correspondence with General Santa Anna, 
President of the Republic of Mexico, in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the \6th instant. 
January 1, 1837, read, and ordered to be printed. 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, dated 
the 16th instant, I transmit a copy and a translation of a 
letter addressed to me on the 4th of July last, by the Presi- 
dent of the Mexican Republic, and a copy of my reply to 
the saine, on the 4th of September. No other communi- 
cation upon the subject of the resolution referred to has 
been made to the Executive by any other foreign Govern- 
ment, or by any person claiming to act in behalf of Mexi- 
co ANDREW JACKSON, 

W asainerox, January 18, 1837. 

Vor. XIV.—A 22 


‘orsyth. 
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The President of the Mexican Republic to the President 
of the United States. 
[ Translation. } 
CotumBia, (in Texvas,) July 4, 1836. 

Muca estzemen Sir: In fulfilment of the duties which 
patriotism and honor impose upon a public man, I camo 
to this country at the head of six thousand Mexicans. The 
chances of war, made inevitable by circumstances, reduced 
me to the condition of a prisoner, in which I still remain, 
as you may have already learned. The disposition evinced 
by General Samuel Houston, the commander-in-chief of 
the Texian army, and by his successor, General Thomas 
J.- Rusk, for the termination of the wir, the decision of 
the President and Cabinet of Texas m favor of a proper 
compromise between the contending parties, and my own 
conviction, produced the conventions of which I send you 
copies enclosed, and the orders given by me to. General 
Filisola, my second in command, to retire from the river 
Brasos, where he was posted, to the other side of the river 
Bravo del Norte. 
| As there was no doubt that General Filisola would re- 
ligiously comply, as far as concerned himself, the Presi- 
| dent and cabinet agreed that [ should set off for Mexico, 
} 


in order to fulfil the other engagements; and, with that 
intent, I embarked on board the schooner Invincible, which 
was to carry me to the port of Vera Cruz. Unfortunately, 
however, some indiscreet persons raised a mob, which 
‘obliged the authorities to have me landed by force and 
brought back into strict captivity. This incident has pre- 
vented me from going to Mexico, where [ should otherwise 
have arrived early in last month; and, in consequence of 
it, the Government of that country, doubtless ignorant of 
what has occurred, has withd:awn the command of the 
army from General Filisola, and has ordered his successor, 
General Urrea, to continue its operations: in obedience to 
which order, that general is, according tv the latest ac- 
counts, already at the river Nueces. In vain have some 
| reflecting and worthy men endeavored to demonstrate the 
| necessity of moderation, and of my going to Mexico ac~ 
cording to the convention; but the excitement of the pub- 
lic mind has increased with the return of the Mexican 
army to Texas. Such is the state of things here at pre- 
sent. The continuation of the war, and of its disasters, 
is, therefore, inevitable, unless the voice of reason be heard 
in proper time from the mouth of some powerful individ- 
ual. It appears to me that you, sir, have it in your pow- 
er to perform this good office, by interfering in favor of the 
execution of the said convention, which shall be strictly 
fulfilled on my part. When I offered to treat with this 
| Government, I was convinced that it was useless for Mexi- 
co to continue the war. I have acquired exact informa- 
tion respecting this country, which I did not possess four 
months ago. I have tuo much zeal for the interests of my 

country, to wish for any thing which is not compatible 
with them. Being always ready to sacrifice myself for its 
| glory and advantage, I never would have hesitated to sub- 
ject myself to torments or death, rather than consent to 
any compromise, if Mexico could thereby have obtained 
| the slightest benefit. I am firmly convinced that it is 
proper to terminate this question by political negotiation. 
That conviction alone determined me sincerely to agree to 
what has been stipulated ; and, in the same spirit, I make 
to you this frank declaration. Be pleased, sir, tu favor 
me by a like confidence on your part; afford me the satis- 
faction of avoiding approaching evils, and of contributing 
to that good which my heart advises. -Let us enter into 
negotiations, by which the friendship between your nation 
and the Mexican may be strengthened, both being amica- 
bly engaged in giving being and stability io a people who 
are desirous of appearing in the political world, and who, 
under the protection of the two nations, will attain its ob- 
ject within a few years. 
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The Mexicans are magnanimous when treated with 
consideration. I will clearly set before them the proper 
and humane reasons which require noble and frank con- 
duct on their part, and I doubt not that they will act thus 
as soon as they have been convinced. 

By what I have here submitted, you will see the senti- 
ments which animate me, and with which I remain your 
most humble and obedient servant, 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

To his Excellency General ANpnew Jackson, 

President of the United Slates of America. 


The President of the United States to the President of the 
Mexican Republic. 


Heamitace, Seplember 4, 1836. 

Sim: J have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 4th of July last, which has been forward- 
ed to me by General Samuel Houston, under cover of one 
from him, transmitted by an express from General Gaines, 
who is in command of the United States forces on the 
Texian frontier. The great object of these communica- 
tions appears to be to put an end to the disasters which 
necessarily attend the civil war now raging in Texas, and 


asking the interposition of the United States in furthering | 


so humane and desirable a purpose. That any well-in- 
tended effort of yours in uid of this object should have 
been defeated, is calculated tu excite the regret of all who 


justly appreciate the blessings of peace, aud who take an | 


interest in the causes which contribute to the prosperity of 
Mexico in her domestic as well as her foreign relations. 

The Government of the United States is ever anxious to 
cultivate peace and friendship with all nations, but it pro- 
ceeds on the principle that all nations have the right to 
alter, amend, or change their own Government as the 
sovereign power (the people) may direct. In this respect, 
it never interferes with the policy of other Powers, nor 
can it permit any on the part of others with its internal 
policy. Consistently with this principle, whatever we can 
do to restore peace between contending nations, or remove 
the causes of misunderstanding, is cheerfully at the service 
of those who are willing to rely upon our good offices as a 
friend or mediator. 

In reference, however, to the agreement which you, as 
the representative of Mexico, have made with Texas, and 
which invites the interposition of the United States, you 
will at once see that we are forbidden by the character of 
the communications made to us through the Mexican min- 
ister, from considering it. That Government has notified 
us that, as long as yuu are a prisoner, no act of yours will 
be regarded as binding by the Mexican authorities. Un- 
der these circumstances, it will be manifest to you that 
good faith to Mexico, as well as the general principle to 
which I have adverted as forming the basis of our inter- 
course with all foreign Powers, make it impossible for me 
to take any step like that you have anticipated. If, how- 
ever, Mexico should signify her willingness to avail her- 
self of our good offices in bringing about the desirable re 
sult you have described, nothing could give me more 
pleasure than to devote my best services to it ‘T'o be in- 
strumeital in terminating the evils of civil war, and in 
substituting in their stead the blessings of peace, 1s a divine 
privilege. Every Government and the people of all coun- 
tries should feel it their highest happiness to enjoy an op- 
portunity of thus manifesting their love of each other, a d 


Brigs Encomium and Enterprise. 


| 





their interest in the general principles which apply to them | 


all as members of the common tamily of man. 

Your letter, aid that of General Houston, commanier- 
in-chief of the Texian army, will be made the basis of an 
early interview with the Mexican minister at Washington. 
They will hasten my return to Washington, to which 
place I will set out in a few days, expecting to reach it by 
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the Ist of October. In the mean time, I hope Mexico and 
Texas, feeling that war is the greatest of calamities, will 
pause before another campaign is undertaken, and can add 
to the number of those scenes of bloodshed which have al- 
ready marked the progress of their contest, and have given 
so much pain to their Christian triends throughout the 
world. 

This is sent under cover to General Houston, who will 
give it a safe conveyance to you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ANDREW JACKSON. 
To General Anroxio Lorsz vz Santa Anna. 


BRIGS ENCOMIUM AND ENTERPRISE. 


Message from the President of the United States, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate, with copi s of 
correspondence in relation to the se:zure of slaves on 
beard the brigs “Encomium” and“ Enterprise.” Febru- 
ary 14, 1837. Read and ordered to be printed. 


| To the Senate of the United States : 


I herewith transmit to the Senate a report from the Sec- 
retary of State, with accompanying papers, embracing a 
copy of the correspondence requested by their resolution of 
the 7th instant, and sach additional documents as were 
deemed necessary to a correct understanding of the whole 
subject. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Wasutxoton, February 13, 1857. 





Department or State, 
Washington February, 18, 1837. 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the 
resolution of the Senate, dated the 7th instant, requesting 
the President to communicate to that body, ** if not incon- 
sistent with the public interest, a copy of the correspond- 
ence with the Government of Great Britain, in relation to 
the outrage committed on our flag and the rights of our 
citizens, by the authorities of Bermuda and New Provi- 
dence, in seizing the slaves on board of the brigs ‘En- 
comium’ and ‘Enterprise,’ engaged in the coasting trade, 
but which were forced by shipwreck and stress of weather 
into the ports of those islands,” has the honor to submit to 
the President according to bis directions, the accompanying 
papers, being copies of the instructions from this Depart- 
ment to our diplomatic representatives in England, of com- 
munications from our diplomatic representatives to the 
British Government, and of the answers of his Britannic 
Majesty’s ministers, and copies of other letters from the dip- 
lomatic representatives of the United States to the Depart- 
ment, relative to the seizures from the vessels “ Encomium” 
and ** Enterprise,” and to the reclamation for another 
previous seizure of a like character. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Parsipent of the United States. 





LIST OF ACCOMPANYING PAPERS 


Instructions from the Department of State to diplomatic 
representutives of the United States at London. 


Mr. Livingston to Mr. Van Buren, dated December 5, 
1831.—Extracts. 

Chief Clerk to Mr. Vail, dated September 28, 1832.—Ex- 
tract. 

Mr. Livingston to same, dated February 26, 1833.—Ex- 
tract. 

Mr. Forsyth to same, dated August 2, 1834.--Copy. 

Saine to same, dated March 28, 1835.—Copy. 

Same to Mr. Stevenson, dated May 19, 1836,—Extract. 
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Communications from diplomatic representatives of the 
United States at London to the Department of State of 
the United States. 


Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Livingston, (with enclosure, ) dated 
February 28, 1832.—Extract. 

Mr. Vail to same, dated July 15, 1832.—Extracts. 

Same to same, dated November 14, 1832.—Extracts. 

Same to same, (with enclosures,) dated March 30, 1833.~— 
Extract. 

Mr. Vail to Mr. Livingston, (with enclosures,) dated April 
6, 1833.—Extract. 

Same to saine, (with enclosure,) dated April 29, 1833.— 
Extract. 

Same to Mr. McLane, dated September 28, 1833.—Ex- 
tract. 

Same to same, (with enclosure,) dated January 14, 1834.— 
Extracts, 

Mr. Vail to Mr. Forsyth, (with enclosure,) dated August 
6, 1834.—E xtract. 

Same to same, dated August 14, 1834.—Extract. 

Same to same, dated September 13, 1834.—Extract. 

Same to same, (with enclosures,) dated September 22, 
1834.-—E xtract. 

Same to same, dated January 14, 1835.—Extract. 

Same to same, dated January 22, 1835.—Extract. 

Same to same, dated March 14, 1835.—Extract. 


Same to same, (with enclosure,) dated May 14, 1835.— | 


Extract. 

Same to same, dated November 6, 1835.—Extract. 

Same to same, (with enclosure,) dated November 14, 
1835.—E xtract. 

Mr. Stevenson to same, dated July 14, 1836.—Extract. 

Same to same, dated July 29, 1836.—Extracts. 

Same to same, (with enclosure, ) dated August 6, 1836.— 
Extract. 

Same to same, dated August 22, 1836.—Enxtract. 

Same to same, dated October 5, 1836.—Extract. 

Same to same, dated November 19, 1836.—Extract 

Same to same, (with enclosure,) dated December 14, 
1836.—Extract. 


“ 


Siate, to Mr. Van Buren, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain, dated De- 
cember 5, 1831. 


Extract of a despatch from Mr. Linge Secretary of | 


8rr: I have the honor to transmit to you papers which 
will give you all the requisite information in relation to a 
proceeding of the Governor of the Bahama islands, which 
you are instructed to lay before the British ministry, with 
a strong expression of confidence that it will be disavowed 
by its Government. 


to a general emancipation. The English, then, ac- 
knowledge that slaves are property—they go further, they 
acknowledge the right to hold such property in their colo- 
nies. Here, then, is property legally held by the citizens of 
a friendly country—of a species allowed to be held by their 
own sulijects—which is forcibly taken, because the calamity 
of shipwreck has cast it on their shores—not on the shores 
which they have boasted that no slave could tread without 
being free, but in a colony where slavery is acknowledged, 
and where the master’s right is protected by severe laws. 

If the English statute had declared that property of this 
kind, when saved from a wreck, should be lost to the pro- 
prietor, we should, indeed, have been astonished at this re- 
turn to the barbarous practice of ancient times, which 
cruelly took that which the tempest had spared. We 
should have in vain tried to reconcile it to the just and 
humane policy of modern nations; but we should, in that 
case, have been on our guard. When our vessels bilged on 
such inhospitable shores, we should, at greater risk, have 
endeavored to convey the cargo to some other place of re- 
fuge. Our underwriters would have calculated the in- 
creased danger of the cargo being forced into an English 
port. But the law which is made the authority for these 
proceedings is silent on the subject ; the courts of the island 
have given it no such construction; and it is only the ex- 
ecutive comment upon it that authorizes, as is said, the 
procedure. 

But you may further urge that, admitting it to have been 
the intent of the act of Parliament that every slave cast by 
shipwreck on their islands, as well as those brought there 
by design, should be made free, it would be too great a re- 
flection on the justice of the nation to suppose that they in- 


| tended this scheme of philanthropy should be executed at 


the expense of the unfortunate citizen of a friendly nation. 
If the humanity of the British nation will not be satisfied 
unless the slaves who are cast on the coasts of their colo- 


| nies should become free, their justice will require that the 


property of the shipwrecked stranger shall not be taken to 
satisfy the demands of humanity without due compensation ; 
and in this case our citizens will not require that any im- 


| plied faith pledged to the slaves, by the act of the Governor, 


shall be violated; they will be content with a modcrate 


| valuation. e © ° 7 * 


On the whole, it is the President’s desire that you 
should take every proper opportunity of urging the right of 
the claimants to indemnity. The magnitude of the sum 
makes it a matter of importance to the parties interested, 
and the principle involved is one of considerable delicacy, 
in relation to the species of property in question. 





| Extract of a despatch from the Chief Clerk of the Depart- 


A vessel going from one of our ports to another, with | 


slaves, the property of American citizens, was wrecked on 
the Bahama banks. The slaves were, very fortunately, 
save’, and carried into New Providence, where they were 
libelled, as being forfeited under the British acts prohibiting 
the slave trade. The libel was dis:nissed by the court; 
hut the Governor, of his own authority, declared them to 
be free, and refused to permit the owners to take them from 
the island 

This proceeding, so injurious to the rights of our citi- 
zeus, is attempted to be justified under instructions given 
by the Government to the Executive of the island. 

The arguments to show not only the injustice of this un- 
frieudly proceeding, but its inconsistency with the acts of 
the Government in relation to this species of property, will 
naturally suggest themselves to you. 

No statesinan in England, zealous as some of them have 
been for the suppression of the African slave trad, bas 
ventured to propose that other nations, by the laws of 
which slavery was perniitte 1, should be ferced to consent 


ment of State to Mr. Vail, chargé d'affaires of the 
United States ai Lond m, dated September 28, 1832. 


The parties interested in the propertyof the slaves wrecked 
upon the Bahama banks, and liberated by the Governor of 


| the island of Providence, are exceedingly anxious to pro- 


cure a decision of their claim upon the British Government, 

which they cannot doubt will be a favorable one. Accord- 

ing to a late communication from you on this subject, the 

matter had been referred to the law officers of the Crown 

for their opinion upon it. 

Extract of a despatch from Mr. Livingston to Mr. Vazl, 
dated February 26, 1833. 

The case of the slaves wrecked on Abaco is an occur- 
rece that most probably would not have happened bad the 
application of this Government, ten years ago, [relative to 
the establishment of lights in the Bahama channel,) been 
attended to—a case which apparently gives as much trouble 
to the British Government as to ours—but which, however 
disagreeable the discussion may be to both, must be brought 
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to a conclusion. ‘The claimants are edwernely urgent, ctl 
the case is too cleay to admit of a doubt. The doctrine 


that would justify the lveratiun of our slaves is too dan- | 


gerotis to a large section of our country to be tolerated by 
us. You are therefore again instructed to urge an atten- 
tion to our application, stating, as a reason for your press- 


and just susceptibility of a very large portion of our coun- 


try on the question which it involves, and that the Presi- | the owners, with whom the slaves were quietly remaining, 


dent relies confidently, not only on the sense of justice of 
the British Government, but on their wish to remove every 
unfriendly feeling betwteen the citizens and subjects of 
the two countries, for a satisfactory arrangement of this 
business. 


Letier from Mr, Forsyth to Mr. Vail, dated 
Aveust 2, 1834. 

Sin: The delay of the British Government to give any 
satisfactory answer to the representation which was made, 
so long ago as the year 1832, and repeatedly called to its 
attention since, on the subject of the slaves shipwrecked at 
Abaco, has been the cause of great regret aud of some sur- 
prise to the President, and has given rise to serious and 
frequent complaints on the part of the individuals interested, 

It is with painful feclings that the President has witness- 
ed a similar disregard, upon the part of the authorities of 
New Providence, to the rights and interests of American 
citizens, who have had the misfortune to be brought by 
shipwreck within their jurisdiction. 

By the papers which are now transmitted to you, it will 
be seen that, in the month of February last, the Ame rican 
brig Encomium, Sheffield master, bound from Charleston 
to New Orleans, with a curgo and passengers, among 
whom were 45 negro slaves, the property of Ainerican 
owners, who were also on board, was wrecked near Fish 
Key, Abaco, whence the passengers were carried to Nas- 
sau; that on their arrival the slaves were seized, while on 
board the wreckers, by an officer of the customs, and taken 
to the police office, where they were set at liberty by the 
magistrai e, although the cons sul of the United States, who 
was present, protested, on beholf of the owners, against 
the slaves being taken out of their possession ; that, on the 
day following, the owners being about to embark for the 
United States, the consul wrote to the Lieutenant Govern- 
or, to inquire whether there was any impediment to their 
taking their slaves with them, and was answered by his 
secretary that, by so deing, they, as well as all others ac 
cessary, would be jiable to be hanged. 

By a communication subsequently wade to the consul by 
the Lieutenant Governor, it appears that he acted in regard 
to the slavee vuder an opinion, given in the year 1818, by 
Sir Christopher Rebinson and Lord Gilford to the British 
Sec. retary of State, ac opy of which, and of the Lieutenant 
Governor’s communication, it is thought proper, im justice 
to him, to place with the other papers. 

This transaction has produced a strong sensation in the 
United States, and particularly in the South, 


Wiiere 


proper- 
tnetita 


viewed as a direct luterference with their rights of 
ty; rights which had theic origin under British 
tions, and have since been sam ee by ovr own. 

It cannot be denied that the circumstances of this case 
furnish abundant grounds for the dissatisfaction-which it 


has produced. The slaves were in the quiet possession of 
their owners, on board the wreckers, when they arrived a 
Nassau, and, for all that eppears to the cuttrare, wou! 
have so remained. The lad preferred no claim to the 
authorities of the island to interpose for their discharge 
nor had the owners made any call for suel inte ry Osition to 


enforce their possession 


} t 
Ind ed, there was not, mm erthe side, QV appiication ty 
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diese authorities; and their interference was saelly wiben: 
tary and gratuitous. The legal rights of the owners of the 
slaves, according to the laws of their own country, were 
well known to the officers at Nassau; and, instead of re- 


| specting those rights, and seeing that they should remain 


| undisturbed, as might have been expected from the author- 


ing it, not only those which are contained in the original | ities of a friendly nation, those officers openly disregarded 


and subsequent instructions on the subject, but the extreme | 


them, and exerted themselves only to cause them to be vio- 
lated by others. Having begun by forcibly dispossessing 


they set them at liberty, and finally held out the punish - 


; ment of death to deter the owners from taking them away. 


The law opinion under which the Lieutenant Governor 


| professes to have acted relates to the slave trade, to Afri- 


cans only, and cannot apply to slaves born in the United 
States, and belonging, for generations, to American citi- 
zens, under titles derived from Briti-h laws, prior to the 
separation of the two countries. That it should have been 
construed to include a description of persons who are clear|) 
not embraced within its terms, would seem to indicate a 
disregard for interests of great importance to a large por- 
tion of the American people, which was not looked for on 
the part of a friendly nation; and that such cause of com 
plaint should a second time arise in the same quarter, is a 
circumstance which adds to the unfavorable impression that 
the transaction has produced. 

It is the President’s desire that you will take an early 
opportunity to bring this case before the British Govern- 
ment, and express his hope that, after fully weighing the 
whole subject, that Government will see that an early in 
demnification to the proprietors in both i and the pre- 
vention of similar injuries in futare, are due both to justice 
and to the friendly relations between the two countries. 

Iam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH 


Forsyth to Mr. Vail. 


DepartTMENT oF Starr, 
Washington, March 28, 1835 
I transmit to you, herewith, the copy of a letter 
dated on the 2d instant, just received at this Department 
from the consular commercial agent of the United States at 
Bermuda, communicating some particulars relative to the 
seizure and subsequent liberation of certain slaves, a part 
of the cargo of the American brig ‘* Enterprise,” Smith, 
master, bound from Alexandria, D. C., to Charleston, § 
€., which vessel had been obliged to put into the port of 
Hamilton, in distress, having experienced severe weather, 
and fallen short of provisions. It is the wish of the Presi- 
dent that the case should be iimmediately brought to the 
attention of the British Government, and that redress 6 
clatmed for this gross outrage upon the rights end interes‘s 
of American citizens. You will make use of this occasion, 
unless on auswer has already been viven to you respecting 


Om: 


' them, to call the attention of his Majesty’s Government to 


the nureasonable delay which has taken place in deciding 
upon the questions of a similar character, presented in your 
previous notes 
[ am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH 
Kwiract of a de spateh from Mr. PForsuth to Mr. Steven 
som, dated 
Mav 19, 1836 
In the present state of our diplomatic relations with the 
Crovernmentof his Britannic Majesty, the most inrmedtatels 
pressing of the matters with which the United States legs 
tion at London is now charged, is the elaim ef certain 
\inerican citizens against Great Britain for indemnification 


| for a number of slaves, the cargoes of three vessels wrecked 


on British tslands in the Athentie. near this content, who 
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were carried into those islands, seized, and subsequently 
liberated by the local authorities ; whereby the owners have 
experienced an almost total loss of their property. The 
instructions of this Department, and the correspondence 
that has already passed between the diplomatic representa- 
tives of the United States and the British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs on the subject, which will be 
found on the files of the legation, to which you are refer- 
red, will put you fully in possession of all the facts relating 
to these cases, as well az of the views of the President in 
regard to them; and will also acquaint you with the prog- 
ress made towards a definitive settlement of the affair. J 
shall therefore content myself with expressing to you the 
President’s anxious wish that no time should be lost, and 
no exertion spared on your part, to effect an early edjust- 
ment of this long-pending claim; the delay which has al- 
ready occurred having given him great dissatisfaction. 

Extraet of a letter from Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Livings- 

ton, dated 
Frencary 28, 1832. 

I herewith transmit to you a copy of the note which I 
addressed, on the 25th instant, to Lord Palmerston, in be- 
half of the owners of the slaves wrecked in the brig 
** Comet,” on a reef near the Bahama banks. You will 
perceive, 6h perusing it, that, availing myself of the lati- 
tude given me by my instructions respecting this claim, 
and taking into consideration the state of public feeling, 
and the extreme sensibility which prevails here on all sub- 
jects connected with slavery, I have deemed it proper to go 
further into the matter than the suggestions in your com- 
munication seemed strictly to require. The arguments in 
favor of the claim also involved principles so interesting to 
a portion of our countrymen as to render it proper to give 
them the fullest consideration. I hope that my endeavors 
to have justice done to the claimants may meet the appro- 
bation of the President. 


Mr. Van Buren to Lord Palmerston. 


The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and 


" -Brige ne and Enterprise. 
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the distance of about three or four miles from the one and 
five or six from the other. This key, though so denomi- 
nated, is, it appears, but a bare and desert rock, furnishing 
neither vegetation nor fresh water for the use of man, and 
separated from the island by a channel. ‘T’o obtain the means 
of subsistence, and fit out the vessel for the accommodation of 
so great a number of persons, they proceeded to Green Tur- 
tle key ; from whence it was Captain Staple’s intention to 
sail, in the wrecking vessel, for Key West, or some other 
port of the United States, where he might have found the 
means of proceeding to his original destination. But failing 
to prevail upon the wreckers to afford him the use of their 
vessel, he was obliged tu yield to their terms, and to sail 
in those vessels, with all the persons rescued from the 
wreck, to the port of Nassau, in the island of New Provi- 
dence, where the wreckers insisted upon carrying them, 
and where they arrived on the 11th January, 1831. The 
landing of the slaves from the wreck on Spanish Key, theis 
transfer to Green Turtle key, and final removal to the port 
of Nassau, appear to have been acts of necessity, arising 
from circumstances of misfortune, over which Captain Sta- 
ples had no control. On his arrival at Nassau, he took 
every proper step to prevent the landing of tne slaves, and 
immediately purchased, for four thousand dollars, a brig, 
which he proceeded to fit out, with all possible despatch, 
for the conveyance of the slaves to New Orleans; but be- 
fore this could be accomplished, a notice was served upon 
him by the custom-house officers of Nassau, that the slaves 
would be detained uatil the opinion of the Governor and 


| crown-lawyers of the colony could be obtained, as to their 


liability to seizure under the British statutes concerning the 
abolition of the slave trade; and on the 15th of January, 
the fourth day after their arrival, all the slaves then re- 
maining on board the wrecking vessels, together with fif- 
teen who, notwithstanding the precautions taken to pre- 
vent it, had made their escape by swimming to the shore, 


| were seized by the custom-house officers for a violation of 


a statute above referred to; and those remaining on board 
of the vessel were forcibly taken from the possession and 


| custody of Captain Staples, and landed at Nassau. 


minister | 


plenip»tentiary of the Linited States of America, has the | 
honor, in obedience to instructions recently received from | 


his Government, to submit to the right honorable Lord 
Viscount Palmerston, his Majesty’s principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the claims of several citizens of 
the United States upon his Majesty’s Government, for in- 
juries which they have sustained, in consequence of certain 
proceedings of the British colonial authorities of the Ba- 
hamas. 
The prominent facts of the case, in regard to which there 
does not appear to be any dispute, are as follows: 
Certain citizens of the United States, owners of one hun- 
dred and sixty-four native American slaves, being desirous 
f removing them, coastwise, from Alexandria, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to New Orleans, in the State of Louisi- 
ana, both places being within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, shipped them, for that purpose, in December, 1830, 
on board the American brig ** Comet,” Isaac Staples, mas- 
ter. The shipinent and intended transfer of the said slaves 
being sanctioned by the laws of the United States, the ves- 
sel was regularly cleared at the custom-house, and provided 
with all the necessary papers to establish the legality of her 
voyage. Whilst proceeding thereon, the ** Comet’ was 
driven out of her course by adverse winds and tempestuous 
weather ; 
an insulated reef, about ten miles to the windward of the 
island Abaco, and was there totally Jost 
sel went to peices, 
caine to her as-istance, and aided in saving thé 
persons on board, 
Spanish Kev, 


lives of the 


by landing them on a small ke 
situated between the reef 


, called 
and the island, at 


Proceedings were forthwith instituted by the officer who 
had made the seizure, in the instance court of vice admiral- 
ty for the Bahamas, against the slaves referred to, for an 


| alleged violation of the act of Parliament (5 Geo. Iv. chap. 


113) ‘*to amend and consolidate the laws for the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade.” This harsh attempt to convert 
involuntary acts of Captain Staples, growing out of acci- 
dents beyond human control, and indispensably necessary 
to the preservation of human lives, into infractions of e 
penal statute meriting forfeiture, was, after a full hearing 
of the parties, very properly condemned by the court, and 
the libel or information dismissed. The illegality of the 
seizure having thus been judicially determined, Captain 
Staples, afier complying with the requirements of the de- 


| cree in regard to the costs of suit, trusted that no further 


difficulty would be interposed to prevent the removal of the 
slaves to the port of their original destination. The under 


| signed regrets to say that this reasonable expectation was 


not realized. It appears that the colonial authorities, not 
withstanding the decision referred to, took upon themselves 
to release the slaves from all the relations in which they had 
stood with regard to their owners, and refused to surrender 
them to Captain Staples; notwithstanding, also, the repeat 
ed memorials addressed to them by bim, aud by the consy 


| lar agent of the United States in the Bahamas. 


and on the night of the 3d January, grounded on | 


In taking this step, the Governor acted, it would seem, 


| in conformity with an of inton of the judge of the instauce 


Before the ves- | 
an island sloop, and some sail-boats | 
landed, there was, 
| could legally 


court, which did not form a part of the 


ris Zins al dec ree, but 
in which he declared that the 


slaves having been once 
opinion, no law by whic 


s slaves in that colony, or which 


in his *h they 
be dealt with a 


would authorize the Governor to deliver then Up), without 


eet ee ete te a eae ae 
pans rempprccamcs th Lh ane . 
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their consent, to the claimants, for the purpose of being 
conveyed to another country, to be so dealt with; and that, 
therefore, they must, as a necessary consequence, be con- 
sidered as free persons, and not as slaves illegally imported. 

Of the whole number of slaves, one hundred and forty-six 
were insured by three insurance offices in the city of New 
Orleans for $71,330. The assured having been thus de- 
prived of their property, made their abandonment to the 
several offices, under the claim in the policy against the 
risk of ** detainment by foreign Powers,” and, on the usual 
proof of loss and interest, received the amount of their 
several policies. The underwriters, namely: The Louis- 
jana State Insurance Company, The Mississippi Marine 
and Fire Insurance Company, The Merchants’ Insurance 
Company of New Orleans, together with Colonel Charles 
C. Tutt, navy agent of the United States at Pensacola, in 
the Territory of Florida, and Sylvanus W. Mudd, owners 
of the slaves which were not insured, sent-an agent to 
Nassau, with instructions to demand the slaves from the 
authorities of that place, and, if delivered up, to send them 
to New Orleans; and in case of refusal, to have all the 
necessary documents duly authenticated, and submit them 
to the Government of the United States. The manner in 
which these duties were performed by the agent, Mr. Morse, 
appears from his report, a copy of which the undersigned 
has the honor of laying before Lord Palmerston. 

It appears that his excellency Major General J. C. Smith, 
Governor of his Majesty's possessions in the Bahamas, 
referred the claimants to the Secretary of State for the col- 
onies, with an intimation that the whole subject had been 
fully reported to that department of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and suggestions authorizing the inforence that, in the 
steps which had been taken in the premises, his excellency 
had acted under the orders of his Government. 

It is upon the circumstances of which the preceding 
statement furnishes a general outline, and which are more 
minutely described in the accompanying papers, to which 
the undersigned respectfully invites Lord Palmerston’s 
early attention, that the present claimants apply to the jus- 
tice and equity of his Majesty's Government, for indemnity 
for the heavy losses which they have sustained. In the few 
observations which the undersigned thinks it proper to 
submit in support of this claim, he does not deem it neces- 
sary to say any thing in confirmation of the decision of the 





or official duty required the custom-house officers to follow 
the slaves in question, circumstanced as they were, and 
take them from the vessels with a view to their emancipa- 
tion. Having properly decided that the landing of the 
slaves from the ‘*Comet,” by Captain Staples, did not 
constitute the im ion of into the colony, de- 
nounced by the act, and to which the penalty of forfeiture 
is attached, because it was not a case within its spirit and 
policy, it would seem to follow as a necessary consequence 
that no forfeiture or disability could be incurred by their 
immediate reshipment with a view to the prosecution of 
their voyage. Understanding the opinion in this, which, 
to the undersigned, appears to be its only admissible light, 
the necessity of regarding the slaves as freemen is referred, 
not to the means previously used to rescue them from the 
perils of the sea, but to the acts of the authorities of the 
island in voluntarily assuming the ion and protection 
of them, by which acts those authorities, according to the 
idea of the judge, put it out of their power to allow the 
compulsory return of the slaves to the subjection of their 
masters. Admitting, therefore, that the judge of the in- 
stance court was correct in his position, the important fact 
still remains, that this inability, and the consequent lors 
sustained by the claimants, arose altogether from the con- 
fessedly illegal acts of the custom-house officers of the port 
of Nassau in making the seizure and in effectigg the land- 
ing of the slaves at that place, against the wishes and in 
defiance of the remonstrances of Captain Staples and the 
consular agent of the United States. 

The liability of his Majesty’s Government to redress the 
injury which, according to this view of the subject, the 
claimants have received, appears to the undersigned too 
clear to be disputed ; and, sensible that the case of the claim- 
ants might, so far as the question of strict right is involved, 
be safely allowed to rest on this sole ground, it is with extreme 
reluctance that the undersigned feels it his duty to extend 
this communication, already protracted beyond his wishes. 


| There are, however, considerations arising from the ground 


which has been taken in this case, and from the conse- 
quences which might ensue if the principle assumed should 


| be carried to its legitimate results, so calculated to affect the 


instance court upon the question of forfeiture, fully confi- | 


dent, as he cannot but feel, that the unfounded pretences 


60 properly condemned by the court, will receive no coun- 
tenance from his Majesty’s Government. 


interests and excite the deep sensibility of a large and high- 
ly respectable portion of the citizens of the United States, 
that the undersigned is constrained to take a brief notice of 
the opinions upon which the colonial authorities appear to 


| have acted. 
set up by the officers who made the seizure, and which were | 


The Governor of the Bahamas, in severing the connexion | 


which existed between the slaves in question and their 


masters, acted, it would seem, in conformity to the ex parte | 


opinion already referred to, delivered by the judge of the 
instance court, which declared that the adoption of that 


ness of which, as it respected the claimants, he was not 
insensible, but which he did not think it was in the power 
of the Governor to avuid. 

By the actual landing here spoken of, the undersigned is 
Lound to understand Judge Mannings as referring to their 


of them by the custem-house officers of that place, by which 
landing they had been brought within the actual control and 


The participation of the United States in the desire enter 
tained by Great Britain for the final annihilation of the slave 
trade is known to the world, as is also their willingness to 
apply to the great end, and to the mitigation of the evils of 
existing slavery, all the means at their disposal which are 
consistent with their internal condition and the nature of 
their institutions. But, zealous and active as they have 


| been in commen with the Government of Great Britain for 
course was the unavoidable consequence of the actual land- | 


ing of the slaves in the colony, a consequence of the unfair- | 


the early and effectual suppression of that infamous traffic, 
they have not ventured, nor has any statesman of either 
country ventured, to propose the slightest interference with 
the rights and duties of master and slave in other States, by 


| the law of which domestic slavery was permitted to exist 


On the contrary, the Government of the United States, re- 


' specting the actual and unavoidable condition of things at 
landing at Nassau, in consequence of the unlawful seizure | 


home, while it most sedujously and rigorously guards 


| against the further introduction of slaves, protects, at the 


placed under the protection of the local authorities ; fur the | 
undersigned cannot fur a moment suppose that the idea | 


intended to be conveyed was, that the mere fact of landing 
the slaves upon a bare rock on the Bahama coast, to save 
them from immediate death, or even touching with them 
wt another island for the sole purpose of saving them from 
starvation or loss in the small crafts which had come to 
their rescue, justified ; or that any principle uf humanity 


same time, by reasonable laws, the rights of the owners of 
that species of property in the States where it exists, and 
permits its transfer, coastwise, from one of those States to 
another, under suitable restrictions, to prevent the fraudu- 
lent introduction of foreign slaves. Jn this respect their 
course is similar to that of the British Government in re- 
gard to those portions of his Majesty’s dominions where 
slavery is allowed; and the case now presented to its con- 
sideration is, the undersigned is happy to be able to say, 
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not in any way connected with the policy of the two coun- 
tries in regard to the abolition of the African slave trade. 

The undersigned is quite confident that Lord Palmerston 
will not find it difficult to satisfy himself that the opinion 
of the judge of the instance court in which the inability of 
the colonial authorities to afford the required redress is set 
forth, was not warranted by the facts upon which it was 
founded. In that opinion it is not pretended that the ina- 
bidty of the Government to surrender the slaves to their 
owners arose from any of the provisions of the act of 5 
Geo. IV, c. 113, for the abolition of the slave trade; nor 
could that position have been maintained with any show of 
reason. 

It is most evident to the undersigned that cases like the 
present are neither within the policy of that act, nor em- 
braced in the intentions of its framers; and it was, doubt- 


jected by the court. That intention obviously was to car- 
Ty into effect the avowed policy of his Majesty’s Govern- 


| 
| 
Jess, upon that principle that the claim of forfeiture was re- | and the established law of the land, and which no British 


ment, by forbidding his subjects, not only all direct partici- | 


pation in that trade, but also all assistance and facilities to 


regulate the transfer of slaves held in lawful bondage, from 
one portion of his Majesty's possessions to another. ‘The 
case of slaves, burn and held as such under the laws of a 
foreign friendly nation, cast by shipwreck upon the coasts 
of those possessions under circumstances like the present, 
was not in the contemplation of the Legislature, and cannot, 
therefore, under a just, liberal, and legal construction of that 
act, be view ag embraced in its provisions. ‘The propriety 
of this view of the act is sustained by the general character 
and scope of its provisions, and more particularly by the 
23d section. By that section it is provided that, **in case 
any person or persons, illegally held or detained in slavery, 
shall hereafter, by shipwreck or otherwise, be cast upon, 
or shall escape to, or arrive at, any island or colony, &e., 
under the dominion or in the possession of his Majesty, it 
shall and may be lawful for his Majesty, his heirs, &c., or 
for any such officer, civil or military, as aforesaid, to deal 
with, protect, and provide for any such person or persons, 
in such and in the same manner as js hereinbefore directed 
with respect to persons condemned as prize of war, or as 
forfeited under this act.”? This section could surely not have 
been deemed necessary, if the framers of the act had sup- 
posed that the effects of its provisions would be to produce 
the same result in all cases of slaves cast away upon such 
islands, whatever might have been their previous condition 
in respect to the legality of their detention. 

The undersigned presumes, therefore, that it has been 
by the application of the rule established upon the subject 
in Great Britain, to the Bahamas, that the judge of the in- 
stance court has arrived at his conclusions in the case un- 
der consideration. If such is the fact, it appears to the 
undersigned, with all respect to that judicial functionary, 
to be only necessary to state the rule and the circumstances 
upon which it rests here, to show the fallacy of its applica- 
tion to the Bahamas. Great Britain having long since re- 
lieved herself from slavery, it was contended that the air of 
England had become too pure for a slave to breathe in, 
and her courts of law, upwards of half a century since, con- 
firmed that assumption by effectually restraining the exer- 
cise of uny pre-existing rights of ownership over persons 
brought within their jurisdiction. ‘This principle in her 
jurisprudence has been undeviatingly persevered in—it has 
become known to all the world—and nations in whose do- 
minions slavery is tolerated, have been able to conform to 
it in their intercourse with her. Can it be that this prin- 
ciple of common law is applicable to a colony where; by the 
law of the place, negroes and their descendants, who have 
not been emancipated by their owners, are slaves, and sale- 
able as other property, where the master’s rights are amply 
protected by particular laws, where negroes may not only 


those by whom it was still prosecuted, and to restrain and | to British suljects belonging to those parts of the British 
| 
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be dealt with as slaves at home, but may be removed, coast- 
wise, from one part of the island to another, and with per- 
mission, from island to island, where the owners may at 
their pleasure employ them on the high seas, in navigation 
or fishery, or place them in the naval or military service of 
his Majesty, and even take a particular class of them, by 
sea, to any place whatever, without, in any case, forfeiting 
their rights as owners ? 

The entire insufficiency of the reasons which might jus- 
tify a refusal to comply with the request of the claimants, 
if the transuction in question had taken place in England, 
is, as applied to a case arising in the Bahamas, too mani- 
fest, in the opinion of the undersigned, to be disputed. 
In the former supposition, the claimants might be truly 
informed that they sought the exercise in their behalf of 
an authority alike at variance with the public sentiment 


subject could invoke. 
be taken. 


At Nassau, no such ground could 
All that was asked of the local authorities 
was an extension to the claimants of the same protection 
in regard to their property which would have been given 


possessions abroad where slavery is allowed, in a case 
where, like the present, the pre-existing rights of the own- 
er had not been forfeited by an illegal introduction of the 
slaves into the Bahamas. 
But we are not left to discussion and speculation upon 
this point. The orignal establishment of the principle in 

| England was founded on the declared assumption that the 
law of the colonies could have no bearing upon the ques- 
tion in England, so far as regarded the personal rights of 
the slave whilst in England ; and it has been solemnly de- 
cided by the high court of admiralty in this country, in 
case‘of the ‘slave Grace,” (2 Haggard’s Admiralty Re- 
| ports, p. 94,) that the rule established in England has no 
application to the colonies; that though a slave coming to 
England from the colonies is released by the law of the 
land from the control of his master, while he continues in 
the country, and cannot be sent out of it without his con- 
yet he continues virtually a slave, and on his return 


to the place of his birth and servitude, the right to exercise 
the former control over him revives in his master. 

The undersigned is not otherwise advised of the orders 
which his Majesty’s Government may have given to the 
Governor of the Bahamas, than may be inferred from the 
opinion of counsel contained in Mr. Morse’s statement. 
As this communication, in consequence of the interesting 
considerations involved in its subject, has already been ex- 
tended further than the undersigned could have wished, 
he will confine himself to but one or two general observa- 
tions in regard to the applicability of the above-mentioned 
opinion to the present case. It will be seen that the cir- 
cumstance by which it was produced was the shipwreck 
on the coast of a British settlement, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, of a Portuguese slave ship, on its passage from the 
coast of Africa to Brazil; and the point submitted was the 
manner in which Africans who, on their transportation 
from Africa to Brazil, as slaves, were either abandoned or 
cast away on the shores of a British colony, should be 
dealt with by the colonial authorities according to acts of 
Parliament for the abolition of the slave trade, and the de- 
gree of assistance which those authorities might, under 
any circumstances, give the Portuguese, by whose laws 
that inhuman tratiic was still permitted, to enable them to 
carry it on. In answer to a question thus propounded, 
his Majesty’s law officers said, that any act on the part of 
those authorities beyond what was necessary to save the 
lives of the slaves from the dangers of the sea, and which 
had for its object to restore them to those who were enga- 
ged in the slave trade, would be affording facilities to that 
trade, contrary to the spirit and intention of the act by 
which it was severely denounced, and the declared object 
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of which was the entire suppression of that trade. The 
undersigned cannot for a moment believe that it was with- 
in the contemplation either of those who framed the act, 
or of those by whom it was thus expounded, to embrace 
persons born in servitude in the territories of a friendly na- 
tion, equally zealous with Great Britain in putting an end 
to the slave trade, equally anxious to mitigate the evils of 
slavery, where its existence is found unavoidable, but 
which has felt itself also equally bound to protect, by just 
regulations, rights which had been acquired under the | 
sanction of their laws before the African slave trade was 
prohibited by them. Viewing the subject in this light, the 
undersigned feels the strongest confidence in expressing, as 
he has been inatructed to do, the just expectation of the 
President that his Majesty’s Government will order the 
slaves in question to be given up to the claimants, and 
reasonable indemnity to be made to the latter for the dam- 
ages caused by the detention of their property, and by the 
loss of such of the slaves as may not now be found ; a re- 


claim to the most favorable consideration from the fact, 
which is of undoubted authority, that it is in conformity 
with a course which the Government of the United States, 
notwithstanding its highly penal statues against the volun- 
tary introduction of foreign slaves within its territories, 
and denouncing all participation by American citizens in 
the African slave trade, has, nevertheless, pursued with 
regard to slaves belonging to British subjects, who, being 
lawfully employed in navigation, have been rescued from | 
the perils of the sea by the intervention of citizens of the 
United States. 

Should it, however, be decided that his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment is unable to comply with this request, in conse- 
quence of the actual Janding of the slaves on the island of | 
New Providence, through the illegal seizure of them by | 
the custom-house officers, and of the application to their | 
case of the general principles of the English law ; or should 
it be declared that it was the intent of the act of Parlia- 
ment, through motives of humanity, to give freedom to 
every slave landing on the coast of a British colony, 
whether cast upon it by shipwreck, or brought thither by 
design, and without reference to his previous condition, or 
the manner in which the owner’s interest in him was ac- 
quired, the undersigned is pursuaded that the justice of 
the British Government will take care that the property of | 
the citizens of a friendly nation, thrown by shipwreck on 
their coasts, shall not, under circumstances like those of 
the present case, be sacrificed by any misconstrued appli- 
cation of British laws, or by any indulgence of their own 
feelings of philanthropy; but that all suitable compensa- 
tion will be made to such individuals for the property taken 
or detained from them. 

The claimants will not require that any implied faith 
pledged to the slaves by the act of the Governor of the 
Bahamas, shal) be violated; they will, therefore, be con- 
tent with a moderate valuation, much less than that put 
upon the slaves by the Legislative Assembly of New Pro- 
vidence. Among the papers herewith transmitted, will be 
found an estimate of the value which the claimants con- 
sent shall be put upon them, and which, with a reasona- | 
able remuneration of expenses, the undersigned is authori- 

| 
| 


quest which Lord Palmerston will readily admit derives a 





zed to accept. 
The undersigned gladly avails himself of this occasion | 
tu renew to Lord Palmerston the assurance of his highest | 
respect and consideration. 
M. VAN BUREN. | 

Srratrorp Prace, February 25, 1832. 





Extracts of a letter from Mr. Vail to Mr. Livingston, dated 
Jury 15, 1832. 

In the fulfilment of the wishes, intimated in your de- 

spatch No. 2, of the 30th of May, I sought, and on the 
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14th instant obtained, an interview with Lord Palmerston, 

in the course of which I had an opportunity fully to lay 

before him your views in relation to the subjects referred 

to in that despatch; and also to call his attention to other 

topics which had before given rise to correspondence be- 

tween him and the legation. 
. * * + * * 

I then took occasion to remind his lordship of Mr. Van 
Buren’s note to him of the 25th of February last, on the 
subject of the claim of the owners of a number of slavea 
shipwrecked on the island of Abaco, in the brig Comet, 
and seized at Nassau by the colonial authorities of the Ba- 
hamas. He, in answer, confirmed the information which 
I had, the day before, received from Sir George Shee, 
one of the under Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs, 
to whoin the subject had been referred, that the case 
had been sent to the law officers of the Crown, for 
their opinion upon points of law which had arisen from 
it, and the promise also made me by Sir George to inquire 
what progress had been made by that branch of the Gov- 
ernment, and to urge its further advance towards a termi- 
nation, 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Vail to Mr. Livingston, dated 
November 14, 1832. 

With regard to the claim of the owners of slaves wreck - 
ed in the Bahamas, in the Brig Comet, to which, also, 
allusion is made in the despatch above referred to, I called 
yesterday at the Foreign Office, to inquire the stage at which 
the promised investigation of that claim had arrived. I 
regret to say that the case still remains before the law offi- 
cers of the Crown, who have not yet reported upon it. 
The under Secretary of State, who has charge of the sub- 
ject, has promised me to inquire into the cause of the de- 
lay, and to urge the immediate action of the law depart- 
ment upon it. 





txtract of aletter from Mr. Vail to Mr. Livingston, dated 
Manca 30, 1833. 

I have seldom omitted to avail myself ef the opportuni- 
ties afforded me by incidentally meeting with Lord Pal- 
merston, to call his attention to the various subjects re- 
maining unadjusted between the two Governments, in 
which I thought that my further agency might be usefully 
employed. Among these, the claim of the owners of the 
slaves shipwrecked in 1330, on the island of Abaco, in the 
brig ‘‘ Comet,” has often been the subject of conversation, 
both with Lord Palmerston and with Sir George Shee, the 
under Secretary, more especially charged to inquire into 
subject; but, so far, without any satisfactory result. 
More than a year having now elapsed since the claim was 
first presented, in Mr. Van Buren’s note of the 25th Feb- 
ruary, 1832, which still remains unanswered, I thought it 
time that a fresh appeal, bearing an official character, 
should be made; and, a few days ago, informed Lord Pal- 
merston of my intention of addressing him a communice- 
tion upon the subject. He unhesitatingly promised that he 
would make use of it to hasten the progress of the investi- 
gation which he had ordered to be made of the merits of 
the claim; and I accordingly addressed to him, on the 
25th instant, the note of which I have the honor herewith 
to transmit to you a copy. 





Mr. Vail to Lord Palmerston. 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, near the Government of his Britannic Majes- 
ty, has the honor, agreeably to instructions at various 
times received from his own Government, to call the at- 
tention of the right honorable Viscount Palmerston, his 
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, 
to a note still remaining unanswered which was addressed 
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to his lordship on the 25th of February of last year, by 
Mr. Van Buren, late envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipojentiary of the United States at the British Court, 
eetting forth the claim of sundry American citizens upon 
his Majesty’s Government, for the value of a number of 
slaves shipwrecked in 1830, while proceeding in the brig 
** Comet,” from Alexandria to New Orleans, on the island 
of Abaco, and seized by the colonial authorities of the Ba- 
hamas, for an alleged violation of the laws prohibiting the 
importation of slaves into his Majesty’s colonies. 

In the note to which reference is made above, Mr. Van 
Buren so fully presented to the view of his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment the considerations of undoubted justice which had 
induced that of the United States to interpose in behalf of 
the claimants, that the undersigned deems it unnecessary 
to add any further remarks upon the merits of the claim ; 


he will content himself, for the present, with repeating | 


what he has, on several occasions, had the honor verbally 
to state to Lord Palmerston, that the President looks with 
undiminished solicitude to a decision which he believes 
cannot be otherwise than favorable to the parties interest- 
ed, in the hope that the enlightened justice of his Majes- 
ty’s Government will not allow the great loss incurred by 
the claimants, in consequence of the detention of their 


property, to be aggravated by any unnecessary protraction | 


of the delay which has already occurred in the adjustment 
of their claim. 

The undersigned, relying upon the promise made to him 
by Lord Palmerston that he would hasten the settlement 
of the claim referred to, avails himself of this opportunity 
to offer to his lordship the renewed assurance of his most 
distinguished consideration. A. VAIL. 

304 Recent Sraeet, 25th March, 1833. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Vail to the Secretary of State, 
dated April 6, 1833. 


You will perceive, by the enclosed copy of a note which, 
on the 25th of last month, I addressed to Lord Palmerston, 
that I had anticipated the wishes of your Department with | 
regard to the claim fur the slaves shipwrecked in the ‘*Co- | 


met” on the rocks of Abaco. 
attended the examination of the case by the Crown lawyers, 


to whom it had been referred, and the belief that more than | 


sufficient time had been afforded them for the purpose, had 
induced me to repeat, in writing, the verbal applications, 
several times made by me, for a settlement of the claim. 
The answer, of which a copy is likewise enclosed, was 
received at the moment I was about sending in another 


communication, prepared in cbedience to your despatch | 
Stull, | 


No. 10, which had come to hand in the meantime. 
as that despatch contained some new considerations in be- 
half of the claim, which, I thought, might be urged with 
advantage, I prepared and sent in another note, dated the 
4th instant, also herewith communicated, which I hope 
will have the effect of quickening the action of the legal 
advisers of the Crown. It was my wish, in delivering the 
last-mentioned note, to have explained these circuinstances 


to Lord Palmerston in a personal interview; but, being | 


unable to do so, in consequence of an illness which con. 
fined bim to his chamber, I had a conversation with the 
under Secretary of State, whom I endeavored to impress 
with a sense of the desire of the President that this mutter 
should be speedily arranged 


the difficulty of reconciling the principle it involved with 
existing laws, it derived some complexity, which had been 
a subject of much embarrassment to the Crown lawyers ; 
that the King’s advocate, to whom the case had’ been sent, 
fearful of assuming the responsibili y of deciding by him- 
tell, had called the Attorney General to his assistance, and 
that both were engaged in preparing a report, upon which 
Vou. XIV.—A 33 : 


The long delay which had | 


He said that, although the | 
justice of the claim seemed to admit of no doubt, yet, from | 
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the ministers would act in finally deciding upon the merits 
of the claim. 


Lord Palmerston to Mr. Vail. 

The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, has the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of a note which was addressed to him on the 
25th instant by Mr. Vail, chargé d’affaires of the United 
States of America at this court, upon the subject of the 
claim set up by sundry American citizens upon his Majes- 
ty’s Government for the value of a number of slaves ship- 
wrecked in 1830, while proceeding, in the brig ‘‘ Comet,” 
from Alexandria to New Orleans, on the island of Abaco, 
and seized by the colonial authorities of the Bahamas, for 
an alleged violation of the laws prohibiting the importation 
of slaves in his Majesty’s colonies. 

The undersigned has the honor to state, in reply, that 
the subject is at present under the consideration of the law 
| officers of the Crown, to whom it has been referred by his 

Majesty’s Government ; and, so soon as a report shall have 
| been received from those officers, the undersigned will have 
the honor to communicate to Mr. Vail the decision which 
| his Majesty’s Government may come to upon the question. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
renew to Mr. Vail the assurances of his distinguished con- 
sideration. PALMERSTON. 

Fonreien Orrice, March 30, 1833. 


Mr. Vail to Lord Palmerston. 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
' of America, had the honor to receive, yesterday, a note 
which the right honorable Lord Viscount Palmerston, his 
Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
| addressed to him on the 30th of last month, stating, in 
answer to a communication from the undersigned, that the 
claim presented in behalf of citizens of the United States 
for a number of slaves seized by the colonial authorities of 
the Bahamas, was under the consideration of the law 
officere of the Crown; and that, on the receipt of their 
report, the decision which his Majesty’s Government may 
come to upon that claim would be communicated to ths 
undersigned. 

The undersigned flatters himself that he perceives, in 
Lord Palmerston’s note, the prospect of an early adjust- 
| ment of this claim, and will hasten to communicate the 
| gratifying information to his Government. Since, how- 
ever, he last had the honor of addressing his lordship upon 
the subject, and before the note above referred to came to 
hand, he received from the Secretary of State of the United 
States special instructions, which make it his duty to avail 
himself of this communication, instead of one which, with 
the same view, he was on the point of forwarding to Lord 
Palmerston when his lordship’s note of the 30th ultimo was 
received, to state some of the grounds on which the Presi- 
| dent had felt himself obliged to direct a fresh application to 

the British Government for the speedy adjustment of the 
| claim in question. 

The undersigned having, from time to time, acquainted 
his Government with the import of the conversations he 
had with Lord Palmerston on this subject, the President, 
aware of the difficulties and delays which, owing to the 

| delicate nature of some of the considerations it involved, 
might attend the investigation of the case, had refrained 
from urging its immediate adjustment, confiding in the 
justice of his Majesty’s Government for ultimate redress to 
the parties interested. These persons; however, whose 
losses, already so heavy in the origin, are daily increased 
by every fresh delay, which deprives them of the use of 
their property, have become so urgent in their representa- 
tions that the President, impressed with the mdisputable 
justice of their demands, and of the claim they have to the 
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tnaniyditon of their ovine; is cineguines to renew 
the application which has now, for more than a year, been 
under the consideration of that of his Britannic Majesty. 
Lord Palmerston is too familiar with the circumstances 
of the case to make it necessary for the undersigned to re- 
capitulate them in this place; nor will he take up his 
lordship’s time in reverting to the arguments and proofs by 
which Mr. Van Buren, in his note of the 25th February, 
1832, so clearly established the right of the claimants to 
the restoration of their property, or to full indemnity for 
the loss they may ultimately sustain in consequence of the 
seizure of it. But there are other considerations, not be- 
fore particularly dwelt upon, which the undersigned begs 
leave now to submit, in compliance with the orders of the 
President, and which, as involving questions of interna- 
tional policy and good neighborhood, more forcibly address 
themselves to the attention of his Majesty’s Government. 
Lord Palmerston is aware of the existence of a large slave 
population in the United States, and will easily conceive 
that the necessary and frequent removals of portions of it 
from one section of the country to another, render it of the 
utmost importance that the safe and easy mode of convey- 


ance afforded for that purpose by the coastwise navigation, | 
should not be exposed to such interruptions as that which | 


forms the subject of this communication. 


It never ‘can be the wish or interest of the owners of thie | State for Foreign Affairs, has had the honor to receive the 


: ; “yeas | note which was addressed to him on the 4th instant by Mr 
Government to unpleasant discussions, by trusting it be- | 


species of property to expose themselves to losses, and their 


yond the jurisdiction or protection of the United States ; 
but a great number of the description of persons referred to, 
who emigrate to the Suuthern sections of the Union, have 
necessarily to pass through the Bahama channel; and so 
long as, chiefly from the present want of the indispens- 
able aids to navigation, this dangerous thoroughfare re- 
mains unsafe, as it now is, it may become the unpleasant 
duty of the American Government to address to that of 
Great Britain other representations like that now under 
consideration. Were it for this cause alone, the under- 
signed feels confident that Lord Palmerston will agree with 
him that its recurrence had better, in future, be avoided, if 
possible. There are, besides, other causes, more peculiar- 
ly, but more vitally also, affecting the United States, from 
which the subject of this reclamation derives an importance 
reaching far beyond the individual interests concerned in 
it. Should the question which grows out of this claim, 
contrary to the confident expectation of the President, be 
decided against the claimants, it would go to establish a 
Goctrine authorizing the liberation of the American slave 
whom unavoidable accident may have thrown out of the 
jurisdiction of the United States, too dangerous to a large 
section of the country to be tolerated by its Government. 
The extreme, but just, sensibility of that portion of the 
Union which would be affected by the admission of such a 
principle, imparts to this consideration an importante so 
deeply felt by the President, that he has caused the under- 
signed to be especially instructed to state to Lord Palmer- 
ston that he places the fullest reliance, not only upon the 
sense of enlightened justice of the British Government, but 
also upon its desire to remove every cause of unfriendly 
feelings between the citizens and subjects of the two coun- 
tries, for such a disposition of the subject of this communi- 
cation as will preclude alj possibility of future difference 
from such a source. 

In thus again calling up a subject which had so recently 
procured him the honor of a communication with Lord 
Palmerston, the undersigned has, by order of his Govern- 
ment, endeavored to place before his lords ship considera- 
tions which, he feels confident, will be allowed to occupy 
their appropriate place among the motives which will de - 
termine the decision of his Majesty’s ministers. 

That that decision will be favorable to the claimants, he 
cannot permit himself to doubt; nor is he 


inore dispose d 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 





Brigs Encomium oud Enterprise. 


to believe that, fully ajiptectathng the benefits which an 
early adjustment would confer upon the parties, the British 
Government will suffer any unnecessary delay to aggravate 
the injury already inflicted upon them by the proceedings 
of the colonial agents of Great Britain. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
offer toNLord Palmerston the renewed assurance of his 
highest consideration. A. VAIL 

304 Reeznt Srreet, April 4, 1833. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Vail to Mr. Livingston 
dated April 29, 1833. 

I likewise communicate to you the copy of a note which 
I received on the 24th instant from Lord Palmerston, ac 
knowledging the receipt of that which, agreeably to the 
instructions contained in your despatch No. 10, I addressed 
to him on the 4th, respecting the claim arising out of the 
detention of the slaves shipwrecked in the brig ‘* Comet" 
on the island of Abaco. I cannot but indulge the hops 
that the agency which Lord Palmerston promises to employ 
in accelerating the action of the law department will bring 
that subject of difference to a speedy termination. 





Lord Palmerston to Mr. Vail. 
The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal Secretary of 


Vail, chargé d’affaires of the United States of Americs, 
upon the subject of certain Anierican negroes, detained at 
Nassau, in New Providence; and, in reply, he begs to 


| state that this further representation on the part of Mr 


Vail, has been transmitted to the King’s law officers, with 
reference to the papers previously transmitted to them upon 
the same subject; and they have been pressed by the un 
dersigned to give in their immediate report upon the case, 
in order that the undersigned may be enabled to return 9 
answer upon the whole question to Mr. Vail without fur 
ther delay. 

The undersigned begs to renew to Mr. Vail the aseu 
rances of his distinguished consideration. 

PALMERSTON 
Forsren Orricer, April 24, 1833. 





Extract of a despatch from Mr. Vail, to Mr. 
dated September 23, 1833. 

I have again called the attention of Lord Palmerston to 
the former representations of this legation against the de- 
tention, by the British colonial authorities, of the slaves 
shipwrecked in the Bahamas on board of the brig ‘* Comet.’ 
This perplexing subject has again and again been made 
one of verbal as well as written communications on m\ 
part, which do not seem to have hitherto had any effect in 
hastening the labors of the Crown lawyers, whose tardy a 
tion upon it is to be made a preliminary to a final decision 
on its merits. Lord Palmerston, still pleading the delicate 
nature of the question, and the intricacy of the case, lias 
again promised me that he would exert himself to bring i! 
to a close, 


McLane, 


Extracts of a letter from Mr. Vail to Mr. 
January 14, 1834 

I had, on the 10th instant, with Lord Palmerston, an 
interview, which I had sought for the purpose of calling 
his attention to several applications and representations of 
mine, some of which, after a long lapse of time, still r 
mained unanswered, &c. 4 ° ° 

I then placed in the hands of Lord Palmerston the mem 
orandum, of which the enclosed is a copy, of the notes 
and represeritations to which I desired that answers might 
be given ; remarking upon the merits of each case, partic 
ularly the claim of the owners of slaves shipwrecked in the 
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brig ** Comet,”’ which bas now been near two years under 
consideration, notwithstanding my repeated calls, both 
written and verbal, for a decision; and the claim of, &c. 
In both cases, he said he was still awaiting the reports of 
the law officers, to whom they had been referred, and pro- 
mised againgthat he would use his endeavors to quicken 
their action upon them. 


Memorandum left with Lord Palmerston, January 10, 
1834.—Extract. 

Note from Mr. Van Buren, 25th Feb. 1832. >) Respect- 

Note from Mr. Vail, 25th March, 1833. Qin the 

Note from Mr. Vail, 4th April, 1833. claim of 
sundry citizens of the United States, for the restoration, 
or the payment of the value, of a number of slaves ship- 
wrecked, in 1830, on the island of Abaco, in the brig 
‘*Comet,” and seized by the colonial authorities of the 
Bahamas. The answer given by his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, in a note from Lord Palmerston dated the 30th 
March, 1833, was, that the case was under consideration 
by the law officers of the Crown, with instructions to re- 
port upon it. 
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serious consideration of that of his Britannic Majesty. 
The undersigned was gratified to perceive, by the answers 
returned on the 30th March and 24th April, 1833, to the 
communications above referred to, that steps had been 
made towards an adjustment of the claim ; and he has since 
derived greater satisfaction still, from the verbal assurances 
at various times received from Lord Palmerston of his lord- 
ship’s favorable impression of the justice of the claim, and 
from his promises that his agency would be employed in 
bringing it to a speedy settlement. 

Persuaded that it is not the wish of his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment that unadjusted claims of this description should 
be suffered long to stand in the way of the perfect under- 
standing now happily subsisting between the two nations, 
the undersigned, confiding in the disposition manifested by 
Lord Palmerston to see ultimate justice done to the parties, 
has no desire unnecessarily to occupy his lordship’s time in 

| reverting to a subject which has already so long and so of- 
ten been under consideration. He is, however, reminded, 
by the long period of time during which the claimants 
| have been deprived of the use of their property, by their 
| just representations to the undersigned himself and to his 
Government, and by the reiterated recommendations con- 


Extract of a derpat ch ‘ficin Mr, Vail lo the Secretary ¢ S| veyed to him by order of the President not to allow the 
nite 


State of the States, dated August 6, 1834. 


Having often, though ineffectually, urged the adjust- 
« * 


ment of the claims of ® * 


and of the owners of the slaves shipwrecked on the island of 


Abaco, in the brig ‘‘ Comet,” I thought it time again to 
lay before Lord Palmerston official reminders of his promi- 
ses to hasten the settlement of those claims, in a form bet- 


ter calculated than informal conversations to command his | 
attention and that of the functionaries to whom the busi- | 


ness has been referred. [ enclose copies of two notes 
which, with that view, I addressed to him on the Ist in- 
stant. In all our conversations on these subjects, his 
lordship always manifested the best disposition to see them 


satisfactorily arranged ; and of the justice of one of the 


claims he has repeatedly expressed a favorable opinion. 
The investigation of them, however, has necessarily been 
made the concern of other branches of the Government. 


Mr. Vail to Lord Palmerston. 

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, regrets that, in compliance with pressing in- 
structions from time to time received from his Government, 
he is compelled again to call the attention of the right hon- 
orable Lord Viscount Palmerston, his Majesty’s principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the subject of 
the various communications addressed to his lordship by 
his predecessor and himself, in behalf of citizens of the 
United States, owners of a number of slaves shipwrecked, 
in the year 1830, on one of the Bahama islands, while 
proceeding in the brig ‘* Comet” from Alexandria to New 
Orleans, and forcibly seized and detained by the colonial 
authorities of those islands for an alleged infringement of 
certain British statutes to prevent the introduction of 
slaves in his Majesty’s colonies. 

Mr. Van Buren, in his note of the 25th February, 
1832, and the undersigned, in those which he had the hon- 
or of addressing to Lord Palmerston on the 25th March 
and 4th April of last year, laid before his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, with a full statement of the case, all the allega- 
tions and proofs urged by the parties to establish the legal- 
ity of their claims ; and in the note last referred to, the un- 
dersigned, by especial order of his Government, endeavor- 
ed to place before Lord Palmerston considerations of a pe- 
culiar character growing out of the circumstances of the case, 
but invulving principles of internatioal law, imparting to the 
subject an importance which, in the opinion of the Ameri- 
can Government, should recommend it to the early and 


| subject to be overlooked, of the extent of the injury sus- 
| tained by the claimants in consequence of the arbitrary 
| act of the British colonial authorities, and of the aggrava- 
tion that injury daily receives from every fresh delay at- 
| tending the reparation of it. Under a sense of what is 
| justly due to the claimants, and to the instructions of his 
| Government, the undersigned is, therefore, impelled by 
| considerations of duty which Lord Palmerston will be able 
| to appreciate, again to urge upon his lordship’s attention 
their disappointment at a delay of justice already protracted 
| so far beyond the time necessary to a correct understanding 
| of the case, and their just expectation that his Majesty’s 
| Government will use additional exertions to bring it to a 
| prompt and satis‘actory adjustment. 

The undersigned takes this opportunity to renew to Lerd 
| Palmerston assurances of his most distinguished consider- 
ation. A. VAIL. 

13 Ory Cavennisa Srueet, lst August, 1834. 


Extract of a despatch from Mr. Vail to the Secretary of 
State United States, dated August 14, 1834. 


Sin: It may not be inexpedient that, on assuming the 
conduct of our diplomatic relations, you should be made 
acquainted with the state of the unfinished business of this 
legation. With that view, J beg leave to lay before you 
the following synopsis of the points upon which its agency 
has been employed, and which, at this day remain unad- 
justed. 

1. Claim of the owners of slaves shipwrecked in the 
brig ‘*Comet.” This claim, which had for a long time 
been under investigation by the law officers of the Crown, 
has, I understand, lately been transferred to the Treasury, 
where it remains under consideration. My despatch No. 
137 conveyed a copy of my note of the Ist instant, urging 
its adjustment. 


| 
| Extract of a despatch from Mr. Vail to the Secretary of 
State United States, dated September 13, 1834. 


I will, in compliance with your instructions, and with- 
out longer delay than shall be necessary to eneble me to 
copy the documents, endeavor to place before the British 
Government, in the light which shall appear to me best 
calculated to attract its attention and impress it with a 
proper sense of the importance of the subject, the necessa- 
ry representations against the proceedings of the British 
commander in relation to the two seamen tuken from the 
ship ‘* Rosanna; and against the liberation, by the colo- 
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nial authorities of the Bahamas, of the slaves shipwrecked 
on one of those islands in the brig ‘‘ Encomium.” You 
will have seen by the copy, which accompanied my No. 
137, of a note addressed by me to Lord Palmerston on the 
lst August, that I had again added to my frequent verbal 
notices of the subject, a formal representation against the 
unreasonable delay in answering our application for redress 
in the analogous case of the brig ‘‘ Comet.” The repeti- 
tion of proceedings which, so far as an opinion has been 
expressed, are looked upon by Lord Palmerston as afford- 
ing just grounds for reclamation on our part—which, pro- 
bably would not have taken place had an earlier decision 
been given in the fermer case—will, I hope, enable me at | 
the same time to place this new act of injustice in its prop- 
er light, and to add force to the representations already 
made by the legation against the arbitrary conduct of the 
colonial agents in the other case also. 

Extract of a despatch from Mr. Vail to the Secretary of 

State of the United States, dated September 22, 1834. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of the note 
which, in obedience to the directions in your despatch No. | 
54, I addressed, on the 22d instant, to Lord Palmerston, | 
respecting the claim of the owners of slaves shipwrecked | 
in Fish Key, Abaco, in the brig ‘* Enconium,” in Febra- 
ary last. You will perceive that I have availed myself of | 
the occasion again to remonstrate against the delay attend- | 
ing our former representations in the analogous case of the | 
brig ** Comet,” which, I hope, will have the effect of | 
bringing the two claims together under the notice of the | 
British Government, and hasten its final action upon them. | 





Mr. Vail to Lord Palmerston. 


The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United States 
of America, having so recently taken occasion, in his note 
dated the Ist ultimo, to bring to the notice of the right | 
honorable Lord Viscount Palmerston, his Majesty’s princi- | 
pal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the yet unan- | 
swered representations of his predecessors and himself in | 
behalf of the owners of the slaves shipwrecked in 1830, 
on the island of Abaco, in the brig ‘* Comet,” and forcibly 
detained by the authorities of the Bahamas, it is with re- 
luctance that he now enters upon the performance of a 
duty assigned to him by instructions received a few days 
ago from his Government, to make this long pending 
claim the subject of a fresh appeal to that of his Bratannic 
Majesty. He is instructed to say that the President, im- 
pressed from the first with a deep sense of the justice of | 
the demand put forth by the claimants, has seen, with much | 
regret, and with some surprise, the long delay which has al- 
ready attended the application made, and so often repeated, | 
under his direction ; and to state further that that regret is 
now greatly increased by the occurrence of another ship- | 
wreck, attended with analogous circumstances, which, 
having been followed by a similar interference on the part | 
of the colonial authorities, has given rise to a claim of pre- 
cisely the same character. 

It will perhaps be in the recollection of Lord Palmerston 
that, in a note which the undersigned addressed to him on 





the 4th April, 1833, respecting the case of the ‘* Comet,” | 


among the considerations which made it desirable that an 
early decision should be given in that case, the undersigned 


adverted to the probability that, so long as the authorities | 


of the Bahamas should be allowed to believe that his Ma- 
jesty’s Government were disposed to acquiesce in the rea- 





a 


and Enterprise. 


tunately been realized by an occurrence, the particulars vi 
which the undersigned will now proceed to lay before Lord 
Palmerston, together with the enclosed papers, which will 
serve to substantiate them. 

The most material of these is the protest entered before 
the American consul at the port of Nassau,gn the island 
of New Providence, by the master and part of the crew 
and passengers of the shipwrecked vessel, from which it 
appears that, on the 2d of February last, the American 
brig ‘* Encomium,” Paschal Sheffield master, sailed from 
Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, bound to New 
Orleans, with a cargo of merchandise, and having on board, 
among other passengers, forty-five slaves of both sexes an 
various ages, all natives of the United States, and the prop 
erty of American citizens, three of whom were likewise 
passengers on board of the ‘*Encomium.” Lord Palmer- 
ston is already aware that, although the United States, with 
a view to the prevention of the African slave trade, pro- 
hibit, under the severest penalties, the introduction of 
slaves from foreign parts into the territories of the Union, 
they yet permit the free transfer of colored persons born 
and held in servitude in the country, from one section of 
it to another; and that, in consequence of this, the case 
daily occurs of owners of that species of property travelling 
with their servants through the different States, or, with a 
view to the formation of agricultural establishments, remo- 
ving their slaves, by land or by sea, from one State to the 
other where slavery continues to exist under their respec- 
tive laws. It was, therefore, under every Tegal sanction 
that the slaves in question were placed by their owners on 
board of the ‘*Encomium,” and that the vessel, having re- 


| ceived her regular clearance at the port of Charleston, sail- 
| ed on a voyage recognised as lawful in every respect by the 


existing navigation laws of the United States. On the 
night of the 4th February, while tricking her way along 
the dangerous shoals which line the coasts of the island of 
Abaco, she was driven by adverse currents upon a reef, 
where she struck, and soon became a complete wreck. 
With much difficulty the passengers and crew succeeded 
in landing on a small island, called ‘* Fish Key,” from 
whence they were afterwards taken by wrecking vessels to 
the port of Nassau, in the island of New Providence. 
The undersigned begs leave to refer Lord Palmersten to the 
protest of Captain Sheffield for a detailed account of the 
proceedings of the colonial authorities of Nassau, in conse- 
quence of which, as in the case of the ** Comet,” the ne- 
groes, notwithstanding the united representations of their 
owners, and of the American consu! residing there, were 
forcibly seized on board of the wreckers, and taken entire- 
ly out of the custody of their masters, who, by an official 


| communication, of which Lord Palmerston will find a copy 


among the enclosed papers, addressed by direction of 
the Lieutenant Governor to the American consul, were 
threatened with an ignominious death if they attempted to 


| recover their property and proceed to their original desti- 


nation. 

The perusal of the papers accompanying this communi- 
cation will enabie Lord Palmerston to perceive the analogy 
existing between this case and that of the ‘* Comet,” 
| which has already been so fully laid before his lordship. 
| The leading circumstances being the same in both, must 
lay the foundation of an equally just claim upon his Ma- 
| jesty’s Government, on the part of the persons concerned 
in the one now under consideration; and appealing, there- 
| fore, in their behalf to the same principles of justice, the 





soning upon which they endeavored to justify their conduct 
towards the passengers of the ‘* Comet,” other cases might 
arise which would make it the unpleasant duty of the 
American Government to address itself to that of Great 
Britain for the redress of similar grievances. 

The apprehensions at that time entertained have unfor- 


undersigned begs leave to refer Lord Palmerston to the rea- 
sonings and arguments adduced in support of the other claim, 
and will merely offer for his lordship’s consideration a few 
additional remarks, which more particularly suggest them- 
selves on the present occasion. 

From a letter addressed on the 22d of May, by the 
Lieutenant Governor to the consul of the United States, it 
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seems that, in ordering the seizure of the slaves saved | 
from the shipwreck of the ‘‘ Encomium,” his excellency 
acted, not in obedience tu any existing parliamentary enact- 
ment declaring the freedom of slaves landing under such 
circumstances in a British possession, but under an opinion, 
which he alleges to be to the same effect, by two eminent 
English jurists. The consul having obtained a copy of | 
the opinion referred to, an extract from it will be found | 
among the papers which the undersigned has the honor to 
submit for Lord Palmerston’s perusal. Though not apecif- 


ically adduced in support of the seizore in the case of the | 
«‘ Comet,” the same opinion having been alluded to by the | 
agent of the claimants, Mr. Van Buren, in his note of the | 


25th February, 1832, took oceasion to demonstrate the in- 
applicability of that opinion to the ease then under consid- 


eration, by shwing that it had been elicited by circumstances 


bearing not the slightest analogy to those under which that 
case had arisen. ‘The conclusive arguments brought for- 
ward by Mr. Van Buren might have rendered a bare refer- 
ence to them sufficient for the purposes of this communi- 


cation, had not the express avowal of the Lieutenant Gov- | 


ernor of the Bahamas that the opinion referred to formed 
the sole groand of his refusal to restore the slaves rescued 
from the wreck of the ** Encomium” to the possession of 
their masters, imparted to that opinion, in the present case, 
an importance which the undersigned deems sufficient to 


jastify him in entering more ut large into an examination | 


of the circumstances under which it was given and of the 
principles which are set forth in it. 

It appears that, ia the year 1818, a Portuguese ship en- 
gaged in the African slave trade, then permitted by the 
laws of Portugal, while on her voyage from Mozambique 
to Brazil, with a cargo of slaves, put in for supplies at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and was afterwards wrecked on the 
coast of that colony. Doubts having arisen in consequence 
of it, under the existing laws of Great Britain prohibiting 
the traffic in slaves by British subjects, as to the conduct 
which it would be proper for the colonial authorities to pur- 
sue in such a case, the law officers of the Crown were 
called upon for their opinion on the following points: 

1. Whether, under the circumstances stated, the supplies 
or relief asked for by the Portuguese vessel could have been 
legally affrded by the colonial authorities. 

2. Whether a cargo of Africans, abandoned in conse- 
quence of the loss of the vessel on the coast of a British 
settlement, were to be considered as Africans illegally im- 
ported, or considered as free persons. 

3. Whether Africans, cast by shipwreck on the coast 
of a British colony, were to be considered as slaves illegally 
imported, or as free persons; and whether the authorities 
of such colony had the power to restore such Africans to 
their original owners to be dealt with as slaves, either in the 
colony or in a foreign country. 

The answer of the Crown lawyers to the first query was, 
that the granting of the required supplies would have been 
a violation of the provision in the act which prohibits 
British subjects from aiding and assisting in the removal 
of persons to be dealt with as slaves. 
clause, making an exception in cases of distress from weather, 
the perils of the sea, or other inevitable accidents, they are of 
opinion that, where assistance or relief is required in con- 
sequence of the distressed state of the crew or of the slaves, 
it may and ought to be afforded. 

Under the second head, their opinion is, that slaves 
abandoned, as stated, are to be considered and treated as 
free persons on their landing in the colony. 

If cast by shipwreck, as supposed in the third query, the 
Africans are, according to the view of the legal advisers of 
the Crown, to be treated as free persons, asin the case im- 
mediately preceding. 

The first idea that unavoidably suggests itself, on perusal 
of the document of which the above is believed to convey 
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the substance, is, that it contemplates only the ‘slave 
trade” —the African slave trade—that is, the practice then 
sanctioned by the laws of Portugal, and formerly by those 
of Great Britain also, of carrying away from the coast of 
Africa persons born to freedom in that country, but sold 
for the purpose of being reduced to perpetual servitude in 
others. 

The oecasion which called for it arose from doubts as to 
the operation of certain British statutes, passed expressly 
for the abolition of that practice by British subjects. Those 
doubts had grown out of the accidental landing of a cargo 
of natives of Afriea upon the coast of a neighboring British 
settlement. The questions propounded make exclusive use 
of the term ** Africans :” the same language is adopted by 
the Crown lawyers in their solution of those questions ; and, 
throughout, the document, in letter as in spirit, bears in- 
controvertible proof that those who framed, as well as those 
who called for it, had no case in contemplation but such 
as, like the one then before them, might grow out of the 
removal of native Africans from their own country to be 
sold to slavery in foreign parts. Can it, therefore, be else 
than a matter of surprise that, with all this evidence be- 
fore them, the colonial authorities of the Bahamas should 
have sv construed the purpose and language of that docu- 
ment as not enly to apply the doctrines it sets up to a case 
so dissimilar as that of the shipwreck of the ** Encomium,” 
but to apply them without the redeeming feature in it, 
which, in the opinion of the undersigned, might, failing all 
other guides for their conduct, have justified them in re- 
storing the slaves to their masters. 

In order more clearly to point out the dissimilarity between 
the case of the ** Encomium,” and that of the Portuguese 


| vessel which the opinion of the Crown lawyers was intended 


to meet, the undersigned, with T.ord Palmerston’s permis- 
sion, wil] submit a parallel between the condition of the Afri- 
can’and that of the American slave. The one, born free, is 
forcibly carried away and sold to slavery in a foreign land; 
the other, born to servitade, does but continue in a con- 
dition to which his ancestors, fur generations before him, 
had been reduced under a peculiar social organization. The 
one, by forcible abduction, becomes the property of a mas- 
ter, who holds him as merchandise, until he can dispose of 
him with profit; the other, under a title originally derived 
from British laws, continues in the service of a master 
bound to protect him; and, though transferable to another, 
under proper legal, restrictions, he does not become an ob- 
ject of traffic or expatriation. The former is exposed to 
arbitrary treatment from the slave-dealer, who has but a 
temporary interest in his welfare ; while the latter, like the 
free member of the State, is under the safeguard of laws, 
framed for the security of his person, and for the restriction 
of the power of his master over him. And, finally, in cir- 
cumstances like that which has given rise to this repre- 
sentation, while the African is proceeding in the slave-ship 
from a land of freedom to what is to prove to him one of 
perpetual bondage, the American slave, under laws enact- 


| ed by his country, and recognised by all civilized nations, 
But, under another | 


is following the fortunes of his master, a passenger in the 
same ship with him, and merely removing for the advan- 


| tage of both, probably—but certainly not for any purpose 
| likely to aggravate the condition of the slave—from one 


section of the country to another, where he is secure of the 
same protection. 

But even admitting, notwithstanding this wide distinc- 
tion between the two cases, that the legal opinion upon 
which the Lieutenant Governor of the Bahamas professes 
to have acted is at all applicable to that of the * Encomium,” 
the undersigned thinks that he can perceive in that docu- 
ment an allegation under which, had the authorities of the 
Bahamas been actuated by any share of the disposition to 
do justice which the undersigned believes to be entertained 
by his Majesty’s Government towards that of the United 
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States, might have led to an adjustment of the subject which 
would have rendered this representation unnecessary. In 
their answer to the first query, the authors of the opinion 
have the following paragraph : 

‘*The slave-trade acts, however, have introduced ex- 
ceptions to this general prohibition in cases of absolute dis- 
tresa, and provide that no penalty or forfeiture shall be in- 
curred by any landing, importing, transhipping, or carrying 
of any slaves, where it shall be proved to the satisfaction of 
the court that the prohibited act entirely arose from stress 


of weather, peril of the sea, or other inevitable accident ; | 
the burden of which proof shall, in all cases, be on the | 


claimant or defendent.” _“ On this authority we think that 
when assistance or relief is required at the Cape, in conse- 
quence of the distressed state of the crew or of the slaves, 


it may and ought to be afforded: but the extent of such re- | 


lief and assistance should be measured and limited by the 
necessity and urgency of the case.” 
Upon this clause the undersigned might, perhaps, under 


his assumption that the document. is susceptible of being | 


made applicable to the case, safely rest the title of the 


the globe awaiis persons in their situation, apply at the 
Bahamas for the means of satisfying the most pressing 
wants of nature and for a ship to carry them home. The 
undersigned feels that Lord Palmerston will think, with 
him, that no circumstances of ** stress of weather, peril of 
the sea, or other inevitable accident,” could have given to 
the applicants a more undoubted claim upon the authorities 
of the Bahamas for the assistance and relief which, in such 
cases, the Crown lawyers themselves think may and ought 
to be afforded. The refusal of that assistance is a circum- 
stance which the undersigned is unable to reconcile with 
his idea of the kind of reception which a stanger in distress 
has, in the present enlightened and philanthropic spirit of 
the age, a right to expect at the hands of any Power on 
whose shores misfortune may have thrown him, or with 
the character of the relations which it is the wish of the 


countries. ‘The seizure of their property, instead of it, is 


concilable with the ordinary principles of common justice. 
The legal opinion alluded to was given in 1818, before 
the passing of the statute of 5 Geo. IV§ chap. 113, ‘to 
amend and consolidate the laws relating to the abolition of 
the slave trade,” some of the provisions of which it may be 
proper for the undersigned to notice in this place, under a 
belief that they confirm his view of the total inapplicability 
of the opinion of the Crown lawyers to the case under 
consideration, and that a reference to them cannot fail to 
satisfy Lord Palmerston that, repealing, as they do, all 
former acts relating to the slave trade, and laying down 
principles totally at variance with those upon which the 
colonial authorities of the Bahamas assume to have acted, 
they leave those officers entirely unsupported by any legal 
authority in the view they have taken of the case of the 
‘* Encomium,” and the proceedings founded upon them. 
The first section of the act, after declaring its object to 
be the amendment and consolidation of the various enact- 
ments relating to the slave trade, a term which it is be- 
lieved no one will think of applying to any trade but the 
prohibited traffic in African slaves, proceeds to ‘* repeal 
all acts and enactments relating to the slave trade and the 
abolition thereof, and the exportation and importation of 
slaves ;” and the two following sections make it penal for 
amy person to ‘‘deal” or ** trade” in slaves, to ‘* carry 
away or remove” them, to ‘‘import,” to ‘* ship them for 
the purpose of being imported,” and to do all other acts ne- 
cessarily connected with the former traffic in African slaves ; 
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| but in none of those sections are there any expressions to 














authorize the inference that, in framing the act, the Legis- 
lature intended to provide for cases like that which forms 
the subject of this communication. In order to arrive at 
the true intent and meaning of a legislative enactment, no 
better auxiliary can be employed than a reference to the 
main object proposed to be attained by its framers. What 
was that object, as it presents itself to view in every clause 
of the act! The suppression and total abolition of the 
traffic in African slaves, The 9th section assimilates that 
traffic to the crime of piracy, and attaches to it the extreme 
penalty of the law. ‘The 52d and following recite the 
treaties concluded for the same object between bis Britannic 
Majesty and his allies, and provide the means of carrying 
them into effect. But in no part of the act is any thing to 
be found looking to the case of slaves belonging to the citi- 
zens of a friendly Power, accidentally cast upon the shores 
of a British settlement in the prosecution of a lawful voy- 
age; while, c> the contrary, the 21st section expressly en- 
acts that nothing in the act contained ‘‘ shall prevent the 


‘ | transhipping, and assisting at sea, any slave or slaves 
claimants to redress. After being deprived by shipwreck of | which shall be in any ship or vessel in distress.” 
all they had but the persons of their slaves, the claimants, | 
under circumstances of ‘‘ absolute distress,” and counting | 


upon that hospitality which in all other civilized parts of | 


With this implied if not express warrant to the authori- 
ties of the Bahamas to grant to persons situated as were 
the passengers of the ‘* Encomium,” that assistance which 
they came to seek at Nassau, because it was nowhere else to 
be found, it is difficult for the undersigned to conceive by 


| what reasoning those authorities could have arrived at the con- 


clusion that they were bound to interfere in any other way, 
aware as they must have been that the voyage of that ves- 
set was sanctioned by the laws of the United States; and 
when they found, in the act referred to, provisions ex- 
pressly authorizing, in those parts of the British empire 
where slavery existed at the time, the purchase and sale of 
slaves for the purpose of being employed in the same 
colony ; their transfer coastwise from one part to another of 
the same colony, and even their removal from one island to 
another in the same colonial government; their employ- 
ment in navigation and fishery ; and, when serving in the 
capacity of domestics, their personal attendance on their 


a | masters, wherever these might choose to carry them. 
United States to see firmly established between the two | 


The undersigned is not without hopes that, in the fore- 


, | going remarks, he will be found to have stated to the satis- 
a proceeding which the undersigned thinks equally irre- | 


faction of Lord Palmerston the grounds on which it may 
safely be assumed that, whether appealing to the opinion 
of the legal advisers of the Crown, in the case of the Port- 
uguese slaver wrecked at the Cape of Good Hope, or in- 
voking the provisions of British legislative enactments, 
the colonial authorities of the Bahamas, in refusing to re- 
store the slaves who were passengers in the ‘* Encomium” 
to their rightful owners, have acted in a manner not au- 
thorized by any public act intended for their governance 
in such cases. 

Upon this expectation the undersigned might, perhaps, 
confidently rely for ultimate justice to the claimants; there 
are, however, considerations of a more general character, 
which occupy so prominent a place in the view taken of 
the subject by his Government and himself, that he is com- 
pelled to add a few more observations to this communica- 
tion, which he regrets has already been so much extended. 
| To some of those considerations he has before alluded, in 
| his note respeeting the case of the ‘* Comet.” They have 
their origin in the relations of good neighborhood, which 
it is so manifestly the interest of the two nations to main- 
tain and improve; but which cannot be successfully culti- 
vated so long as the subordinate agents of his Majesty’s 
Government, placed in authority at stations contiguous to 
the territory of the United States, shall conduct themselves 
towards American citizens in a manner so little in accord- 
ance with the friendly sentiments on which alone those 
relations can be sustained. 

The undersigned is instracted to say that their proceed- 
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ings in the case of the ‘Encomium” have produced a 
deep sensation throughout the United States; but es- 
pecially in the South, where the existence of a large slave 
population has rendered the people more sensitively alive 
to every occurrence that may tend to disturb the relations 
existing there between master and slave. By the citizens 
of that portion of the Union, the late transaction at Nassau 
is looked upon as a direct interference with their rights of 
property—with rights which had their origin under British 
rule, and have, since the separation of the two countries, 
been guarantied to them by the laws of the United States. 
Looking again at the circumstances of the case, it cannot 
be denied that they furnish abundant cause for the dissatis- 
faction they have produced. The slaves were still in the 
quiet possession and under the entire control of their mas- 
ters, whose sole desire was that they should be allowed to 
proceed with them to their destination, when they were 
forcibly seized and landed by the same persons who after- 
wards availed themselves of their own illegal act as a pre- 
text for finally depriving the owners of their property. No 
application, either on the part of the slaves for their libera- 
tion, or on that of the masters for aid in enforcing their 
authority as such, appears to have been addressed to the 
colonial authorities. ‘Their interference was wholly grat- 
uitous and uncalled for, and can in no possible view of 
the case be considered as characteristic of any desire on | 
the part of those officers to respect the rights of foreigners 

whom misfortune has placed in their power; particularly 


saine cause of complaint has, from their illegal acts, arisen 
in that quarter. Citizens of the United States conveying | 
their property by sea from one part of the Union to anoth- 

er, under authority of the laws of their country, have | 
been taught to believe that, if shipwreck or other calamity 
should compel them to seek an asylum in the ports of his 
Majesty's possessions, they might count with certainty up- 
on that hospitality for themselves, and that protection for 
whatever else may have been spared by the disasters of the 
sea, which the laws of all civilized communities accord to | 
misfortune in such cases; and the risks of that mode of 
conveyance have accordingly been calculated with a full | 
reliance upon the permanency of the same just and benev- 

olent policy. But it will readily occur to Lord Palmer- 


when it is considered that this is the second time that the | 
| 
| 
| 
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ston that if, upon erroneous pretences, the depositaries of | 


power are to take upon themselves to declare the forfeiture 


of property thus unfortunately thrown in their hands, | 


without previous warning of their intentions, immense 
losses will be sustained before the mode of conveyance re- 
ferrred to can be changed, or the risks attending it so cal- 
culated as to afford to the owners of property erabarked in 
it the benefit of the ordinary security afforded by commer- 
cial insurance and usage. 

The United States cannot but feel with the Government 
of Great Britain upon all subjects connected with the final 
annihilation of the inhuman traffic in slaves, and are ever 
anxious to mitigate, by every means in their power, the 
evils of slavery, where that feature exists in their social or- 
ganization; but, in whatever they have done towards the 
attainment of those objects, they have, with sedulous care, 
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the particular case under consideration, in its various 
bearings, has now but to perform the last branch of the 
duty which has been assigned to him. All other means 
of redress having failed, the claimants have appealed to 
the President for his official interposition in their behalf 
near the Government of his Britannic Majesty; and‘it is 
in consequence of the promise given them that that inter- 
position should be promptly and earnestly afforded, that 
the undersigned, has been especially instructed to lose no 
time in laying the case before Lord Palmerston, and to 
request ihat it may, with as little delay as possible, be 
taken into iis lordship’s favorable consideration. He is, 
moreover, commissioned to express the confident hope en- 
tertained by the President that, after fully weighing all the 
circumstances attending it, his Majesty’s Government will 
perceive that full indemnity to the claimants, both in the 
case now particularly alluded to, and in that of the per- 
sons shipwrecked in the «* Comet,” which has repeatedly 
formed the subject of former representations, is due to 
justice as well as to the character of the relations now ex- 
isting between the United States and Great Britain, from 
which it is his desire that all causes that may, by any pos- 
sibility, tend to impair them, should be speedily and radi- 
cally removed. The undersigned thinks that he has said 
enough in this note and in his former communications on 
the subject of these claims, to impress Lord Palmerston 
with a sense of the importance that no delay that can pos- 
sibly be avoided, should be allowed to stand in the way of 
@ speedy adjustment of them. Under that impression, 


| and presuming that such an adjustment will prevent the 


recurrence of similar causes of complaint, he does not think 
it necessary to lay any particular stress on the request 
which he is likewise instructed to lay before his Majesty's 


| Government, that suitable measures may, 8% Soon as prac- 


ticable, be adopted, to cause the just rights of the citizens 
of the United States to be respected in future by the au- 
thorities of his Majesty’s colonies, should they again be 
placed in their power by misfortune or unavoidable accident 
The undersigned has the honor, on this occasion, to 
offer to Lord Palmerston the renewed assurance of his most 
distinguished consideration. A. VAIL. 


13 Orv Cavennisn Sr., September 20, 1834. 





Extract of a despatch from Mr. Vail to Mr. Forsyth, 
dated January 14, 1835. 


I had, the day before yesterday, with the Duke of Wel- 
lington, an interview, which I had sought for the purpose 
of calling his attention more forcibly than I had before done, 
to the claim of the owners of slaves shipwrecked in the Ba 


| hamas in the years 1830 and 1834. A*‘ter briefly laying be- 


| fore him the leading circumstances of the case, I endeavored 


endeavored to respect and even to protect the rights of | 


others against any injury that might accrue from the op- 
eration of their laws in relation to the subject; and, in 
proof of this, a case is now on record in which British 
slaves, owned in the very port of Nassau, and brought in- 
to the United States, on being saved from shipwreck, 
have, notwithstanding the existing laws prohibiting the 
landing of that description of persons in the country, been 
received and landed over to his Majesty’s consul at New 
Orleans, for the purpose of being restored to their Britich 
masters. 

The undersigned having, in the preceding remarks, 
fully stated the view which his Government has taken of 





to impress him with a sense of the importance attached by the 
President to its early adjustment, on the ground of common 
justice to the claimants themselves, and on account of the 
unpleasant state of feeling which the circumstance had pro- 
duced amongst the slave-holding population of the United 
States. I adverted to the dilatory course hitherto pursued 
in regard to the claim, especially by the law department, 
and expresed my apprehension that the feelings which had 
been awakened by the discussion and passage of the eman- 
cipation act had been allowed to exercise upon the minds 
of those who bad been charged to investigate the merits of 
the claim, an influence which had prejudiced the just right: 
of the parties interested. The duke said that, in conse- 
quence of what I had before stated to him on the subject, 
he had already given directions that the papers relating to 
it sheuld be collected and Jaid before him; that this had 
not yet been done; but that { might rest assured that he 
would attend to it without delay ; make himself acquainted 
with the merits of the question, and the stage to which the 
consideration of it had been 


carried: that, if ripe for a de 
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cision, he would lose no time in making it known to me; 
and if not, that he would accelerate it, and see that no de- 
lay that could possibly be avoided should be allowed to pat 
off the final adjustment of the matter.. The earnest tone 
in which these promises were given, and the assiduity and 
punctuality which characterize the duke’s official conduct, 
lead me to hope that the termination of this long-pending 
negotiation is not far remote. 





Extract of a despatch from Mr. Vail to Mr. Forsyth, 
dated January 22, 1835. 

I have from the Duke of Wellington additional assurances 
that our claims in relation to the shipwrecked slaves are 
under consideration, and have already been the subject of 
discussion between him and Lord Aberdeen, the colonial 
secretary. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Vail to Mr. Forsyth, dated 
March 14, 1835. 

I took a late occasion to remind the Duke of Wellington 
of his promise of an early decision upon our claim respect- 
ing the slaves shipwrecked in the Bahamas. He said that 
the subject was now at the Treasury, and that he was only 
waiting for Sir Robert Peel to be soinewhat relieved from 


sion of the merits of the claim; and that I might depend 
upon being apprized of their decision upon it at as early a 
day as the peculiar circumstances the Government are now 
placed in would permit. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Vail to Mr. Forsyth, dated 
May 14, 1835. 

S12: In the note of which a copy is enclosed, addressed 

by me on the 11th instant, to Lord Palmerston, respecting 


the seizure by the colonial authorities of Bermuda, and the | the Jocal authorities—first, in infringing those very laws by 


subsequent liberation of the slaves, passengers on board the 
brig ‘‘ Enterprise,” I have endeavored, without going again 
into the arguments urged in favor of the analogous cases of 
the ‘‘Comet” and ‘*Encomium,” to impress the British 
minister with a sense of the importance which, indepen- 
dently of its intrinsic merits, the case derives from the dan- 
ger of allowing the repetition of those occurrences to estab- 
lish a practice which we never can sanction. My aim has 
been to impart to my representation as much strength as 
the case admitted, without making use of isnguage that 
could produce any thing like irritation. 





Mr. Vail to Lord Palmerston. 


It is with deep regret that the undersigned, chargé d'af- 
faires of the United States of America, acting under special 


has occasion to call the attention of the right honorable 
Lord Viscount Palmerston, his Majesty’s principal Secreta- 
ry of State for Foreign Affairs, to another illegal seizure of 
slaves, passengers in an American vessel driven by stress 
of weather within British jurisdiction, which makes it the 


duty of the undersigned to address to his Majesty’s Govern- | 


inent another such representation as those which have-so 





the port of Hamilton, in the Bermuda islands; that, on her 
arrival there, she was seized by the colonial authorities, on 
the pretext of her having slaves on board, but subsequently 
released, and the master told that he might proceed on his 
voyage after repairing damages and refitting ; that, after- 
wards, however, while about availing himself of this per- 
mission, he called at the custom-house for his ship’s papers, 
the delivery of them was refused until the pleasure of the 
Governor of the colony, with reference to the slaves, could 
be ascertained ; that, while detained by this delay, a writ of 
habeas corpus, issued by the chief justice, was served upon 
him, requiring his appearance before the court, and the 
production of the slaves, still remaining on board his vessel, 
who, on disembarking, were immediately taken from his 
custody, and proclaimed free, for having been landed in a 
colony where slavery had then ceased to exist. 

The case, though varying in some of its details from those 
of the brigs ‘‘Comet” and *‘ Encomium,” already laid be- 
fore Lord Palmerston, involves the same considerations, 
and, consequently, gives rise to a third claim of a precisely 
similar character. It is that of an American vessel pursu- 


| ing a voyage recognised as lawful by the legislation of the 


United States and by all the principles of public law, forced, 
by the act of God, to seek, in a British port, a refuge from 


the great pressure of his parliamentary duties, to summon | the tempest, relict from starvation for ber crew and paesen- 


him and the colonial secretary tu a serious and final discus- pe humanity as well as the immutable laws of justice 


gers, and that aid, protection, and hospitality, which the 


and the best-established usages amongst civilized nations, 
secure to the distressed mariner, and to the property in bis 


| charge. It exhibits the same desire on the part of the mas- 
| ter, and the same exertions, by retaining the slaves under 


his charge and control, to prevent any act that, by any 
possibility, might be construed into an infraction of the 


| well-known laws and policy in force in the colony, which 


prohibit the introduction of that description of persons; and 
the same gratuitous and uncalled for interference on that of 


forcibly seizing and landing the slaves, when nothing ap- 
pears to show that their safety rendered that step necessary, 
and then, by availing themselves of their own wrong, to 
declare the forfeiture of property thus, by uncontrollable 
events, placed in their power. The undersigned feels con 
fident that such unwarrantable proceedings can be viewed 
in no other light than as a flagrant violation of all the prin- 
ciples which regulate the intercourse and promote confidence 
among friendly nations. He is instructed to say that, by 
the President of the United States, they are looked upon as 


| an outrage committed by subordinate agents of the British 
| power upon the rights and interests of American citizens, 


| 


| and that of the ‘* Encomium.”’ 


long been before it, the subject of yet unanawered though | 


repeated and earnest appeals to its justice. 

The particulars of the present case are briefly told in the 
enclosed copy of a letter from the American consular com- 
mercial agent in the Bermudas to the Secretary of State, 
from which it appears that the brig ‘‘ Enterprise,” Elliott 
Smith master, having on board, as passengers, seventy-eight 
slaves, the property of citizens of the United States, was, 
while on her voyage from Alexandria, in the District of 
Columbia, to Charleston, in South Carolina, driven from 
her course by a continuance of tempestuous weather, and 
compelled, for want of provisions, to put, in distress, into 


nrmawmaiwe=Z7 ea FF ar 


calling for a redress which he cannot but hope a senee of 
common justice, on the part of his Majesty’s Government, 


| will not allow them to deny, nor long to withhold. 
instructions recently received from his Government, again | 


The grounds upon which that confident expectation of 
prompt reparation is founded have already been fully laid 
before Lord Palmerston—first, in the note more than threes 
years ago addressed to his lordship by Mr. Van Buren, then 
minister of the United State at his Majesty’s court, in the 
case of the brig ‘*Cumet;” and, subsequently, in various 
communications from the undersigned in the same case, 
To the statements and ar- 
guments presented on those occasions, but little remains 
that the undersigned thinks could now be added with any 
prospect of more clearly setting forth the nature and extent 
of the wrong inflicted upon the parties aggrieved, or the 
legality of their claim. They were then urged, less with 
a view of establishing the justice of a demand which the 
Government of the United States, confiding in the friendly 
disposition of that of Great Britain, might safely have left 
to its own merits, and to the principles of right on which it 
rested, than of satisfying the technicalities of the law, and 
of showing that, apart from the indisputable equity of the 
case, the claimants, and their Government for them, were 
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prepared to appeal, without fear, to the spirit and letter of 
the written code of Great Britain, the solemn decisions of 
her courts of justice, and the deliberate opinions elicited | 
from her jurists, when analogous points have been brought | 
in question. [t would but serve to consume his lordship’s 
time to revert, in this place, to those statements and argu- 
ments: urged as they were with all the solemnity which 
express directions from the Government of the United States 
could impart to them, and with all the easnestness which 
a deep conviction of their truth could inspire, they were 
believed to have a claim to the favorable consideration of 
his Majesty’s Government, which had raised in the mind 
of the President an expectation that the subject would long 
ere this have been adjusted. The undersigned has had 
too many proofs of the disposition evinced by Lord Palmer- 
ston to remove from the intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain all cause of difference susceptible 
of affecting its harmonious character, to admit the suppo- 
sition that the long lapse of time which has intervened since 
the date of the first communications of the American lega- 
tion upon the subject of these claims, is to be viewed as au 
evidence of want of attention to them on the part of his 
Majesty’s ministers, or of an under estimate of their im- 
portance; but he is bound by his instructions to say that, in 
the opinion of his Government, the delay has been protract- 
ed far beyond any period that could have been considered 
necessary for the most deliberate examination, in all their 
bearings, of the different questions in any event likely to 
arise frcm those communications ; and to repeat that, aware 
though the President be of the delicate character of some 
of those questions, and disposed, in that spirit, to make 
every allowance that circumstances appeared to suggest, that 
delay has been to him a cause of much surprise, and of a 
regret which he has caused the undersigned frankly to make 
known to and impress upon his Majesty’s Government. 

The undersigned has, in his former communications, en- 
deavored to convey to Lord Palmerston an understanding 
of the importance which these claims derive from their lia- 
bility to be multiplied, so long as the delegates of his Ma- | 
jesty's power in the colonies adjacent to the Southern sec- | 
tions of the United States shall be permitted to consider the 
maction of the metropolitan Government upon the cases 
under consideration as sanctioning their unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings. His desire that what he cannot but look upon 
as a delusion involving dangerous consequences, shuuld, as 
speedily as possible, cease to be entertained by those au- 
thorities, again impels him to present for the consideration 
of his lordship the fact, that the tide of emigration from the 
central parts of the Union having taken a direction towards 
the South, the case daily occurs of owners of slaves remov- | 
ing, by sea, with their families and domestics, and taking | 
a course which unavoidably carries them into the waters of 
the British islands at the entrance of the Mexican Gulf, | 
where, froin the dangers attending the navigation of those 
seas, they are exposed to such disasters as those which | 
have given rise to these representations. So confident was 
the undersigned that the case of the ‘* Comet” must speed- | 
ily be followed by others which would but serve to render 
the subject still more difficult of adjustment, that, more | 
than two years ago, in his note of the 4th April, 1833, he | 
predicted the recurrence of similar events, unless a line of | 
conduct more accordant with the friendly relations existing | 
between the two countries were, without delay, prescribed 
to the local authorities in his Majesty’s colonies. ‘Twice 
has that prediction already been verified; and it is a mel- 
aucholy cause of regret to think that, had the reiterated ef- 
forts made by the undersigned in the note above cited, and 
in his other communications, written and verbal, to Lord 
Palmerston, been attended with the effect which they were 
intended to produce, the Government of the United States 
would have been spared the unpleasant duty of ordering 
this another fresh appeal to the justice of Great Britain. 
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To another part of the note above referred to, the under- 
signed feels it his duty again to request Lord Palmerston’s 
particular attention. It is that in which, speaking the lan- 
guage dictated to him by his instructions, he adverts to the 
impossibility that the Government of the United States 
should ever subscribe to the doctrine which the course pur- 
sued by the colonial authorities would tend to establish, 
that those authorities possess the power to take from the 
custody of his master, and declare the freedom of every 
American slave whom chance or circumstances beyond 
control, as in the cases under consideration, have placed 
within their reach. Such a doctrine, fraughty as it would 
be, with other consequences of the most dangerous char- 
acter, could not fail, if allowed to grow into practice in 
possessions within sight of the coast of the United States, 
as are some of the British islands in that quarter, to give 
tise to disputes and collisions between the inhabitants of 
the opposite shores, which the Government of the two 
countries would find it difficult to reconcile with the amica- 
ble relations which it is their desire, not less than their in- 
terest, to cultivate and improve. 

The undersigned has it in command to apprize Lord 
Palmerston that the excitement created among the people of 
the slave-holding members of the Union, in consequence of 
the second seizure of their property in the case of the “ En- 
comium,” has been revived on the occasion which more 
particularly calls for this communication. His lordship is 
sufficiently acquainted with the degree of influence which, 
in the United States, the popular sentiment must ever ex- 
ercise over the actions of those who are intrusted with the 
conduct of public affairs, to understand that, in a case like 
the present, where that excitement is the re~ult of legiti- 
mate causes, the President has additional motives to feel it 
is his bounden daty to ask, in behalf of his appeal for the 
redress of a manifest and indisputable wrong, the immedi- 
ate action of his Majesty’s Government. Lord Palmerston 
has, in the former communications of this legation, been 
made acquainted with the nature of the reparation expected 
by the parties aggrieved, and called for by the circumstan- 
ces of the case. It but remains for the undersigned to say 
that the American Government, disappointed by the delay 
which has hitherto occurred in advancing towards an ad- 
justment of this unpleasant and exciting subject of differ - 
ence, will henceforth expect to find an evidence of the ex- 
tent and sincerity of the desire entertained hy that of Great 
Britain to suppress all motives of irritation between the 
two countries, in the promptitude with which his Majesty's 
ministers, taking this new appeal into their favorable con- 
sideration, will exert themselves to conduct the subject of 
it to that final and satisfactory termination which, alone, 
the President can allow himself to look for from the en- 
lightened justice of the British Government. 

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to 
tender to Lord Palmerston the renewed assurance of his 
highest consideration. A. VAIL. 

12 Ory Cavennisu Sr., May 11, 1835. 


<I Pe Toe 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Vail to 

November 6, 1835. 
While the members of this Government were so 
exclusively engaged as they have been for some time past 
by engrossing topics growing out of the domestic concerns 
of the country, I deemed it useless to make any particular 
exertion to urge an answer to our claims arising from the 
seizure and liberation of slaves shipwrecked in the British 
possessions near our shores; never forgetting, however, 
that I was required by my instructions not to allow the 
subject to be lost sight of. Believing that I might now 
venture upon a reminder of our applications, I obtained, a 
few days ago, from Lord Palmerston, an interview, at 
which I began by remarking upon the length of time which 
had elapsed since the date of the first of those applications, 


Mr. Vorsyth, dated 


Sin: 
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ises of an answer, not yet fulfilled, and the impertance at- 
tached by my Government, independently of the individual 
interests. involved, tv the setthement of the questions which 
had grown out of the circumstances attending those claims. 
I stated that my standing instructions made it for me an 
imperative duty again to bring the subject forward and re- 
commend it to the early and earnest consideration of his 


*Majesty’s Government ; and I inquired whether any prog- 
Jest) q y prog 


legation. 


—- 


Extract of a ng ee Mr. Vailto Mr. Forsyth, dated 
ovember 14, 1835. 

Sin: I have the honor to communicate to you a copy of 

the note from Lord Palmerston, which had been promised 

me in time to be sent by the Jast packet, but which was 


the frequent renewals of them, the nearly as frequent prom- promised communication has not yet been received at the 


ress had been made towards a settlement. Lord Palmer- 


ston said that, though otherwise much engaged, his atten- | 


tion had often been directed towards those claims, which, 
both from their merits and the circumstances under which 


they were presented, had been to him a subject of solici- | 


tude; that, as 1 was aware, they had long been under in- 
vestigation by the law officers of the Crown, who had found 
the subject so full of d:flicuities and involving points of 
such moment, that they had almost shrunk from the task 
of arriving at definitive and binding conclusions upon them. 
To the allegation, repeated by his lordship, that the posi- 


tive statute law of the realm forbade the removal of per- | 


sons from apy British possession to be dealt with as slaves, 
I again reminded him that, in all the three case, the actual 
landing of the slaves within the British jurisdiction had 


been the act of British authorities, ineflectually opposed | 


and protested against by the owners of the property ; and 
that no law ought to be allowed to take advantage of the 
laches of those appointed to execute it. He said that the 
reports so far made by the ordinary law officers of the 
Crown were but partial, and insufficient to enable the ecab- 
inet to clear the subject of its legal difficulties ; that no set- 
tlement of the claims could be effected without ministers’ 
going to Parliament for the necessary appropriation; that 
the subject was one of such a delicate nature, particularly 
at this time, that they could scarcely expect an application 
to that effect to be successful unless sustained by the most 


unequivocal expression, from the highest law authority in | 


the kingdom, of the legal and positive obligation of Gov- 
ernment to answer the demand of the United States; that, 
as soon as the adjournment of Parliament had given leisure 
to ministers to look at the question, their deliberations had 
convinced them of the necessity of a clear legal demonstra- 
tion of that obligation; and that, not finding it in the docu- 


ments before them, nor seeing any prospect of its being ob- | 


tained from the ordinary law authorities, they had resolved to 
seek it elsewhere, and that the result of his last conference 
with Lord Melbourne and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
had been a resolution to refer the whole matter to the judicial 
committee of the Privy Council, in whom resides the high- 
est legal power in the State ; that, accordingly, our different 
applications, together with all the documents connected 
with the claims, had been laid before the committee, who 
either were at this time, or sogn would be, engaged in the 
examination of them; and their opinion once obtained, 
would, if favorable to the claimants, enable them to back 
their application to Parliament by authority of the highest 
character, and if unfavorable, to predicate their answer to 
our demands upon grounds which would satisfy the Presi- 
dent that the obstacles in the way of an adjustment did not 
arise from any motive inconsistent either with justice or 
with their friendly dispositions towards the United States. 
To my inquiry whether the proposed investigation by the 
judicial co:nmittee of the Privy Council would be attended 
with much delay, Lord Palmerston expressed his convic- 





tion that their attention would be immediately engaged in | 
it, and that a prompt result might be confidently anticipa- | 


ted. I then requested that, if he saw 


stated, as to the stage to which the buziness had been car- 
ried; and he promised that he would do it, so as to enable 
me to put you In possession of it by this opportunity. The 


no objection, he | 
would, in a note, either official or not, as he might think | 
fit, communicate to me tlie substance of which he had | 


only received last night, apprizing me, officially, of the ref- 
| erence to the judicial committee of the Privy Council of the 
subject of our claims arising from the liberation of tho 

slaves shipwrecked in the British islands in the brigs 
| es Comet,” ‘* Enterprise,” and ‘* Encomium.” 





| Lord Palmerston to Mr. Vail. 

The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal Secretary 0; 
State for Foreign Affairs, has the honor to acquaint Mr 
Vail, chargé d'affaires of the United States of America, 
that, after an attentive consideration of the important ques 
| tions involved in the claims brought forward by Mr. Vail 
| and his predecessors, for compensation for the loss o! 
| slaves from on board of the United States vessels “ Comet,” 
| **Encomium,” and ¢ Enterprise,” his Majesty’s Govern- 
| ment have determined to refer the whole subject to the ju 
| dicial committee of Privy Council, as being the highest le 
gal authority which can be consulted on this difficult mat 
ter; and steps are now taking for this purpose by his Ma 
jesty’s Treasury. 
| ‘The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to re 
new to Mr. Vail the assurance of his distinguished consid 
eration. PALMERSTON 

Fortien Orrice, November 13, 1835. 





, 


Extract of a letter -from Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyt/s 
dated July 14, 1836. 


Having been accredited, 1 shall now earnestly enter uy 
on the subjects of the negotiation committed to my charg: 
by your instructions, and press, at an early day, the clainis 
for indemnity oa the part of those American citizens whoss 
slaves were illegally seized and confiscated in some of the 
British islands. Mr. Vail’s last communication to Lord 
Palmerston upon the subject remains yet unanswered. 





Extracts of a letter from Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, 
dated July 29, 1836. 

I received by the last packet but one, your despa‘ch of 
the 14th of June, * * * It found me busily engaged 
in preparing my first coinmunication to Lord Palmerston, 
upon the claims of our citizens for the seizure and confisca 
tion of their slaves by the British colonial authorities. 
was consequently prevented from answering it, as I had 
intended doing, last week. I completed yesterday ny 2 
gument upon these claims, and placed it in the hands of 
Lord Palmerston, with an earnest appeal for a speedy and 
final answer. * * * I expressed, as I was instructed 
to do, in streng though respectful terms, the painful sur 
prise and regret of the President at the delay which hod 
taken place in the adjustment of these claims, accompanied 
by an assurance from myself, that he had not relinquished 
the expectation of its still being done. * * *. JI have 
received since my arrival here, letters from some of the 
claimants, complaining deeply of the delay, and urging my 
attention to their claims. I shall continue to press them 
at every favorable opportunity, until they are settled. The 
length of my communication to Lord Palmerston will not 
enable me to send youa copy of it by the packet to-d 
| but it shall be forwarded next week, ard [ shall fee! grat 
| fied if the manner in which I have faltilled your instruc 
| tions shall meet with the approbation of 

yourself, 


the President and 
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Extract of a letter fram Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, 
dated August 6, 1836. 
I now transmit to you 4 copy of my communication to 


Lord Palmerston upon the subject of the shipwrecked slaves, 
to which T hope soon to receive a favorable answer. 








Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston. 


The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States, has the honor to ac- 
quaint Lord Palmerston, bis Majesty’s principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, that the instru tions which 
he has received from his Government make it an indispen- 
sable act of duty to seize the earliest occasion of calling the 
attention of his lordship ond that of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, to sundry claims of American citizens for indemnity 
fora large nuraber of slaves wrecked near the British islands, 
in the neighborhood of the American continent, and which 


were seized and liberated by the colonial authorities of his | 


Majesty’s Government. The undersigned need scarcely 
remind Jord Palmerston that it is now more than four 
years since the first of these cases (the ‘*Comet”) was 
presented to the consideration of his Majesty’s Government 
by Mr. Van Baren, the then minister of the United States 
at this court; since which, two other cases (the ‘* Enco- 
mium” and the ‘* Enterprise’) have been added by Mr. 
Vail, the American chargé d'affaires, followed up by re- 
peated and earnest appeals in favor of indemnity for the 
losses incurred by the seizure and confiscation of these 
cargoes of slaves, the property of citizens of the United 
States. Notwithstanding these appeals to the equity and 
justice of his Majesty’s Government, and the confident ex- 
pectation of the President, as often expressed, that the whole 
proceedings of the colonial authorities would be disavowed, 
and a speedy adjustment of the claims have taken place, 
no other answer has yet been given by his Majesty’s Gov- 


ernment, as the undersigned has teen informed, than that | 


the subject had been referred to the judicial committee of 
Privy Council, the highest legal authority of the Govern- 
ment, This delay, as Lord Paimerston hus heretofore been 
advised, and, as might justly have been expected, has 


ae : | 
caused extreme solicitude and regret on the part of the 


Government and people of the United States, arising, not 
less from the importance of the principles involved, and 
the value of the 
from an awakened and wide-spread sensibility in those por- 


tions of the confederacy where the existence of a large slave | 


population has rendered the people more keenly alive to 
every thing which is calculated to disturb the relations ex- 
isting between the master and slave. It is under such 
circumstances that the undersigned has been specially in- 
structed by his Government to press again this subject 
upon the early and earnest attention of his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, and, in doing so, he would not fulfil the duty 
enjoined upon him, or act with the frankness due to the sub- 
ject, if he did not seize the occasion as a fit one to acquaint 
Lord Palmerston that it has not been without increased 
and painful regret that the President has learned that the 
representations which have heretofore been made in favor 


of these claims, have not only failed in producing the in- | 


demnity to which they were believed to be entitled, but a 
knowledge of the grounds upon which it has been deemed 
proper by his Majesty’s Government to withholdit. Whilst, 
however, these just expectations of the President have not 
been fulfilled, the undersigned is gratified in having it in 
his power to assure Lord Palmerston they have not been 
relinquished, and that the President is still persuaded that 
their accomplishment wiil result from a careful review, by 
his Majesty’s Government, made in the spirit of moderation 
and equity, of the facts and considerations which belong to 
the subject. 
the United States be pursuaded that the delay which has 





rights believed to have been violated, than | 


| States. 





Reluctantly indeed would the Government of 
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already taken place in the final adjustment of these claims, 
was imputable to any intention on the part of his Majesty’s 
Government to procrastinate their decision, or treat with 
disrespect or injustice the Government or people of the 
United States, 

The characters of both Governments forbid any such 
construction. All must believe that both Governments are 
animated with the same zeal to do each other equal jus- 
tice, and to cherish the friendly relations which now so 
happily subsist between them, and that each is alike inea- 
pable of offering or suffering any injury of this description. 
In making this renewed appeal to the well-known justice 
of his Majesty’s Government, by order of his own, the 
undersigned is satisfied that it will receive a deliberate and 
candid examination, and if it shall appear, as he is confi- 
dent it will, to be recommended by those principles which 
it is the interest as well as the duty of ali Governments to 
observe and maintain, the claims under consideration will 
not only be admitted, but finally adjusted by his Majesty’s 
Government. 

The previous communications heretofore made by Mr. 
Van Buren and Mr. Vail having placed his Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in possession of full and authentic information, 
not only asto the number and value of the slaves seized 
and liberated, and the circumstances under which it was 
done, but of the grounds upon which the claims for indem- 
nity rest, it will not be needful, nor is it the intention of the 
undersigned, in the remarks which he will have the honor of 
submitting to Lord Palmerston’s consideration, to recapit- 
ulate in detail the statements or repeat the arguments con- 
tained in the communications of his predecessors, and with 
which his lordship must doubtless be familiar. The un- 
dersigned will therefore content himself with referring Lord 
Palmerston to these communications for proofs which it is 
unnecessary to repeat, and for arguments which he could 
searce hope to improve. As there are, however, some 
principles and doctrines involved in these proceedings of 
the colonial authorities so new and alarming, not only to 
national sovereignty and sensibility, but to the rights of 
property and the friendly relations of the two countries, the 
undersigned feels that he owes it to hisown Government, as 
well as that of his Majesty, to present upon this occasion to 
the consideration of Lord Palmerston, the views which have 
suggested themselves to his mind, with the grounds upon 
which they rest. He will do this with all possible brevity, 
but at the same time with the utmost simplicity and frank- 
ness, assured, as he is, from the disposition manifested by 
Lord Palmerston throughout the negotiation, that the un- 
dersigned could in no other way so well consult the wishes 
of his lordship or the respect which he owes to his Majes- 


| ty’s Government. 


That the remarks which he intends to submit may be 
clearly understood and applied to the facts in proof, he will 
very briefly restate the three cases as they have heretofore 
been presented to Lord Palmerston’s consideration. 

And first, as to the Comet. This vessel sailed in Janu- 
ary, 1831, from the port of Alexandria, in the Distriet of 
Columbia, bound to New Orleans, in the State of Louisi- 
ana, (both ports being within the limits and jurisdiction of 
the United States,) with a cargo of one hundred and sixty- 
four native-born slaves, the property of citizens of the United 
She struck in the night upon rocks in the Spanish 
Key, bilged, and became a wreck before day. The slaves 
were all saved, and placed on a reef of rocks in sight, from 
which they were soon afterwards taken by three Bahama 
wrecking vessels belonging to British subjects, and carried 
into the harbor of Nassau. Arrived off the port, a boat 
was despatched to advise the American cowmercial agent 
residing in Nassau of their distressed situation, and request- 
ing to be informed if there was any objection to entering 
the port, and remaining until another vessel could be pro- 
cured, in which the slaves might be transhipped to their 
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swer, the vessel passed the bar, and came to anchor with- 
in the harbor, when the agent placed guards on board, and 
eleven of the slaves escaped, and were by the authorities 
of Nassau put in confinement. ‘The remaining number were 
afterwards seized, libelled in the instance court for a viola- 


slaves, but the libel, ona hearing, was dismissed, and the 
slaves ordered by the court to be restored. The colonial 
authorities, however, interposed, refused to let the slaves 
be surrendered, and having declared them free, they were 
abandoned by the captain. 

The second case, the Encomium, took place in 1832. 
This brig, with forty-five slaves on board, sailed on the 
2d of February, 1832, from Charleston, in the State of 
South Carolina, to New Orleans. On the night of the 4th 
(two days only alter sailing) she was wrecked on a reef 
near the island of Abaco. ‘The slaves were landed on a 
small island called Fish Key, and taken by his Majesty’s 
wreckers to the port of Nassau, in New Providence, where, 
asin the case of the Comet, the slaves were declared free 
by the colonial authorities, and accordingly liberated. 

The third case was that of the Enterprise, which sailed 
from Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, to Charles- 
ton, in South Carolina, with seventy-eight slaves, the prop- 
erty also of citizens of the United States. 
driven from her course by tempestuous weather, and compel- 
led, for want of necessary provisions, to put into the port 
of Hamilton, in one of the Bahama islands. On her arrival, 
she was seized under the pretext of having slaves on board, 
but was afterwards released, and the captain informed that 
he might proceed on his voyage. Soon afterwards, how- 
ever, and whilst engaged in availing himself of the permis- 
sion, a writ of hadeas corpus was issued and served upon 


the vessel. ‘he writ was obeyed, and on disembarking 
the slaves, they were immediately taken from his custody 
and declared free, in consequence of their having been 
landed in a colony where slavery had ceased to exist. 

These cases, it will at once be perceived, are substantial- 
ly alike in their nature and character, and involve the same 
principles and consequences. ‘The important inquiry, then, 
which first presents itself, isthis: Upon whut grounds are 


and had Great Britain any right to enforce, against these 
vessels, and the property of citizens of the United States, 
the municipal laws of her dominions? 
dersigned will take occasion to remark that, whatever doubts 
might have existed in the case of the Comet, as to the true 
grounds upon which the authorities of Nassau interposed 
and liberated the slaves, they have since been removed by 
the proceedings in the subsequent cases of the Encomium 
and the Enterprise. 

By the official declaration of the Lieutenant Governor of 
New Providence in those cases, it was expressly declared 
that, in liberating the slaves, the colonial authorities acted 
under no British statute declaring the freedom of any slaves 
that might be landed within the British dominions, but 
that it was alone upon the authority of an opinion (which 
they were bound to respect) given by Sir Christopher Rob- 
inson, judge of the vice admiralty court, and the late Lord 
Gifford, at the instance of the Secretary of State, for the 
regulation of the Governors of his Mujesty’s colonies, upon 
the subject of fugitive and shipwrecked slaves brought 
within their jurisdictions. The following is an extract 
from that part of the opinion in relation to this subject: 
** That all Africans cust on the shores of a British cvlony 
in conseyuence of the wreck of the vessel in which they 
were conveyed as slaves, are not to be considered as slaves 
illegally imported, but as free persons ; and in such cases 
we think the Governor of the colony has no power to de- 
liver up these Africans, without their consent, to the per- 


This brig was | 


him, requiring the production of the slaves then on board | 


the proceedings of the colonial authorities to be justified ; | 





original port of destination. On receipt of the agent’s an” | son claiming ownershi; 


| tion (not being Africans ) wou 
tion of the British statutes in relation to the importation of | 


| 
| 








| their West India emancipation act, passed in 1834. 
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over them, either for the purpose of 
being dealt with as slaves in the colony, or being convey- 
ed to a foreign country for the purpose of being so dealt 
with. In such case, as in abandoned slaves, they are to 
be dealt with by the Governor as persons in such a situa- 
be, and no claim for in- 
demnity could be supported by the supposed owner on ac 
count of such interference by the Governor.” This opin- 
ion was given in 1818 in relation to a Portuguese ship, 
engaged in the African-slave trade, which was wrecked 
with a cargo of Africans on the coast of a British seitle- 
ment near the Cape of Good Hope; and doubts having 
arisen what course the Governor of the colony ought to 
pursue in relation to the subject, the law officers of the 
Crown were consulted, and gave this opinion. Of the 
doctrines contained in this opinion, and of their total mis- 
conception and misapplication ly the authorities of New 
Providence, the undersigned will forbear at this time to 
enlarge; but he begs leave to refer Lord Palmerston to the 
communications of his predecessors under date of the 25th 
of April, 1832, and the 20th September, 1834, in which 
this branch of the subject may be examined and discussed, 
and in which it is clearly shown that this opinion was alone 
intended to reach the case of Africans and the African 
slave trade, and not the slaves of the United States, and 
that it was therefore wholly inapplicable to the cases now 
the subject of consideration by his Majesty’s Government. 
The claim of power, then, on which bis Majesty’s Govern- 
ment is left to vindicate the proceedings of their colonial 
authorities, must rest exclusively upon the me ad 
is 
act abolishes slavery throughout the possessions of the 


| British Crown, and declares that, in no part of the empire, 


whether metropolitan or colonial, shall the rights incident 
to slavery any longer be enforced ; that the fugitive slave, 
whatever may be his obligations, or whatever the rights of 
others over him in a foreign country, shall, within the 
British dominions, be henceforth regarded and dealt with 
asa free man. With the operations of this act within 
the dominions of Great Britain, and over its subjects, fo- 
reign nations can have no interest—the legislative and ju- 


| dicial authority of his Majesty’s Government over its own 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| well as her own dependencies. 
And here the un- | 


| the most solemn manner to protest. 


subjects and colonies being indisputable ; but no indepen- 
dent nation will ever consent to concede to Great Britain, 
under this act, or any other, the right to legislate for it, as 
It is against all such doc- 
trine and its consequences, as applicable to the United 
States and its citizens, that the undersigned now feels him- 
self, as the representative of his country, called upon in 
And before any color 
can be given te such a claim of power and jurisdiction, 
under the West India act of emancipation, it will be in- 
cumbent on those who assert it, not only to establish that 
slaves are not property within the United States, but that 
slavery and the slave trade are prohibited and condemned 
by the law of nations: for if it be true that, by the consti- 
tution and laws of the United States, slaves are not proper- 
ty, and the slave trade is prohibited by the law of nations, 
then, indeed, there would be some foundation for the ar- 
gument that, in relation to these seizures and confiscations, 
there had been no violation of national rights and no claim 
to the indemnity asked. 

These two points the undersigned will now proceed to 
examine. Upon the first, as to the nature and character 
of the slave property in the United States, the argument 
lies within a narrow compass, and it will not be needful for 
the undersigned to enlarge. He feels assured that it will 
only be necessary to refer Lord Palmerston to the provi- 
sions of the constitution of the United States, and the laws 
of many of the States, to satisfy him of the existence of 
slavery, and that slaves are there regarded and protected as 
property ; that, by these laws, there is, in fact, no distinc- 
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tion in principle between property in persons and property 

in things, and that the Government have mure than once, 

in the most solemn manner, determined that slaves killed 

in the service of the United States, even in a state of war, 

were to be regarded as property and not persons, and the 
Government held responsible for their value: that the first 
article of the constitution of the United States, apportion- 
ing representatives among the several States, expressly re- 
cognises slavery, and incorporates it in the principles of 
their Government. Domestic slavery, then, is not only 
not prohibited by the Government of the United States, 
but forms a basis (as property) of their representation ; is 
infused into their laws and mixes itself with all the sources 
of their authority. Nor is this doctrine of property in 
slaves new to Great Britain. At one time the annals of 
her history inform us that, by the solemn judgment of her 
twelve judges and the high law officers of the Crown, ne- 
groes were not only regarded as property, but declared to 
be merchandise within the operation of her navigation laws, 
at least with respect to her colonies; and recently, (indeed 
at the period of the seizure of the Comet, ) her West India 
colonies were filled with slaves. So, too, in her treaties 
with the United States, Great Britain has repeatedly recog- 
nised the principle of property in slaves, and as such made 
compensation for them. As far back as the treaty of 1783, 
thore wasa provision ‘that all prisoners on both sides 
shall be set at liberty, and his Britannic Majesty shall, 
with ull convenient speed, and without causing any de- 
struction, or carrying away any NEGROES OF OTHER PROP- 
Entry of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his 
forces,” Se. Again: in the treaty of Ghent, as late as 
1814, it was provided in one of the articles ** that all 
places belonging to either of the parties shall be surrend- 
ered without causing any destruction or carrying away, 
dc. aNY SLAVES OF OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY.” Under 
this treaty the abducted slaves were ascertained and paid 
for by his Majesty’s Government. It is worthy of remark 
that, in both these treaties, negroes and slaves are, in fer- 
minis, declared and admitted by both the contracting par- 
ties to be property. Regarding them as property in her 
solemn treaties, and paying for them as such, can it now 
be maintained, at least as far as Great Britain and America 
are concerned, that the slaves of the latter are not to be 
considered as property, and this too after repeated adjudi- 
cations of the highest tribunals both in England and Ame- 
rica, as well as by the law of nations, that slaves shall be 
regarded as property in every nation whose municipal reg- 
ulations sanction slavery? How can the United States, as 
a sovereign and independent nation, surrender the vital 
right to regulate the subjects of property according to their 
own opinions of right, or as convenience or policy may 
dictate ; and what nation has a right to ask from her such 
a sacrifice? Such a right she cannot and will not consent 
to surrender. The first point, then, in support of the 
claim of jurisdiction fails. Nor is the question under the 
law of nations, in the opinion of the undersigned, less 
clear and conclusive, 

When or where has the doctrine ever been established, 
that slavery or the slave trade was prohibited or condemned 
hy the law of nations? How long has it been since this 
trade, once participated in by the civilized nations of Eu- 
rope, has been regarded as criminal by the public law, or 
its prohibitions enforced by the confiscation of the property 
of those engaged in it? When was it so considered by 
the statesmen and jurists of Europe or America? How 
often has this question of slavery and the slave trade been 
the subject of adjudication in the British courts? Can 
there be an instance pointed out in which Great Britain 
herself, whenever the question has been made in her courts, 
has not admitted, in the most solemn manner, that the 
slave trade was not prohibited by the law of nations? Her 
judicial annals are filled with cases affirming directly this 
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doctrine; and, in proof of this, the undersigned begs leave 
to refer Lord Palmerston to one or two leading cases. In 
an action brought by a Spanish merchant against a captain 
of the royal navy, for damages in having seized his ship, 
with three hundred slaves, engaged in the African slave 
trade, the court of King’s bench unanimously decided that 
foreigners, who are not prohibited by the laws of their own 
country from carrying on the slave trade, may, in British 
courts of justice, recover damages for the wrongful seizure, 
by a British subject, of a cargo of slaves on board a ship 
engaged in that trade. In that case the following language 
was held by some of the judges: 

Bayley, Judge. ‘* Although the language used by the 
Legislature, in the statute referred to, is undoubtedly very 
strong, yet it can only apply to British subjects, and can 
ouly render the slave trade unlawful if carried on by them. 
It cannot apply in any way to foreigners. It is true that, 
if this were a trade contrary to the law of nations, a for- 
eigner could not maintain the action; but it is not: and 
as a Spaniard cannot be considered as bound by the laws 
of the British Legislature prohibiting this trade, it would 
be unjust to deprive him of a remedy for the wrong which 
he has sustained. He had a legal property in the slaves, 
of which he was by the defendant’s act deprived.” 

Best, Judge. ‘* The statutes that have been referred 
to speak in just terms of indignation of the terrible traffic 
in human beings; but they speak only in the name of the 
British nation. The declaration of the British legislature 
that the slave trade is contrary to justice and humanity, 
cannot affect the subjects of other countries, or prevent 
them from carrying on this trade out of the limits of the 
British dominions. ‘The assertion of a right to control the 
subjects of other States in this respect, would be inconsist- 
ent with the independence which we acknowledge, and 
that every foreign Government possesses, If a ship be 
acting contrary to the general law of nations, she is there- 
by subject to confiscation ; but it is impossible to say that 
the slave trade is against what may be calle the common 
law of nations. It was, until lately, carried on by all the 
nations of Europe. It is clear that the slave traJe is not 
condemned by the general law of nations. ‘The subjects 
of Spain have only to look to the municipal laws of their 
own country, and cannot be affected by any laws made by 
eur Government.” 

Again: in some of the more recent cases in England, 
the doctrine was elaburately considered by Sir William 
Scotty and the previous decisions fortified by his high au- 
thority. These decisions have justly been regarded as set- 
tling the question in the English courts, and throughout 
his Majesty’s dominions. The undersigned again prays 
Lord Palinerston’s attention to the fullowing language of 
Sir William Scott, animadverting upon a decision given in 
Sierra Leone, condemning a Swedish vessel engaged in 
the slave trade : 

** This condemnation,” says the judge, ‘‘ took place on 
principles which this court cannot in any manner recog- 
nise, inasmuch as the sentence affirms that the slave trade, 
from motives of humanity, has been abolished by most civ- 
ilized nations, and is not, at the present time, authorized 
by any. ‘The court is disposed to go as far in discounte- 
nancing this odious traffic as the law of nations, and the 
principles recognised by English tribunals, will allow it in 
doing ; but beyond these principles it does not feel itself at 
liberty to travel. It cannot proceed in a sweeping anath- 
ema of this kind against property belonging to the subjects 
of other foreign independent states. ‘The position laid 
down in the sentence of the court below, that the slave 
trade is not authorized by any civilized State, is, unfortu- 
nately, by no means correct, the contrary being noto- 
rious from the fact that it is tolerated by some of them, 
This trade was, at one time, universally allowed by the 
different nations of Europe, and carried on by them to a 


ion | 











270 


26th Cone, Ist Sess.) 








greater or less extent, according to their several necessities. 
Our own country, it is true, has taken a more correct view 
of the subject, and has secured the abolition of the slave 
trade as far as British subjects are concerned ; but it claims 
no right of enforcing its prohibitions against the subjects of 
those States who have not adopted the same opinions with 
respect to the injuries and immoralities of the trade. It is 
highly fit that the judge of the court below should be cor- 
rected in the view which he has taken of this question, 
since the doctrine laid down by him in his sentence is in- 
consistent with the peace of this country and the righis of 
other States.” 

In another case, on an appeal to the high court of ad- 
miralty, the whole doctrine was again reviewed, and the 
fullowing stiong and marked language was used by Sir 
William Scott, in declaring the judgment of the court: 

‘*Let me not be misunderstood or misrepresented as a 
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of all commercial nations, the right to carry on which was 
claimed by each, and allowed to each. Whatever might 
be the answer of a moralist to this question, a jurist must 
search for its legal solution in- those principles of action 
which are sanctioned by usages, the national acts, and 
general assent of that. portion of the world of which he 
considers himself as a part, and to whose laws the appeal! 
is made, If we resort to this standard as the test of inter- 
national Jaw, the question is decided in favor of the le- 
Both Europe and America embarked 


| in it, and for nearly two centuries it was carried on without 


professed apologist for the practice, when I state facts which 4 


no man can deny : that personal slavery, arising out of for- 
cible captivity, is coeval with the earliest history of man- 
kind; that it is found existing (and, as far as it appears, 
without animadversion) in the earliest and must authentic 
records of the human race, and was recognised hy the 
codes of the most polished nations of antiquity ; that, 
under the light cf Christianity itself, possesssion ef per- 
sons so acquired, has been, in every civilized country, 
invested with the character of property, and secured 
as such by all the protections of law; that solemn trea- 
ties have been formed, and national monopolies eagerly 
sought, to facilitate and extend the commerce in this as- 


serted property ; and all this with the sanction of law, pub- | 


jie and municipal, and without any opposition, except the 
protests of a few private moralists, little heard and less at- 
tended to in any country, until within these few years in 
this particular country. If the matter rested here, I fear 
it would have been deemed a most extravagant assumption 
in any court of the law of nations, to pronounce that this 
practice—the tolerated—the approved—the encouraged ob- 
ject of law ever since man became subject to law, was pro- 
hibited by that law, and was legally criminal. But the 
matter does not rest here. Within these few years, an 
undeniable change of opinion has taken place, particularly 
in this country. Formal declarations have been made, 
and laws enacted in reprobation of this practice, and pains, 
ably and zealously conducted, have been taken to induce 
other countries to follow the example, but at present with 
insufficient effect; for there are nations which adhgre to 
the practice under all the encouragement which their own 
laws give. What is the ductrine of our own courts of the 
law of nations relating to them? Why, that their prac- 
tice is to be respected ; their slaves, if taken, restored to 
them; and, if not taken under innucent mistake, be re- 
stored with cost and damages. All this wisely upon the 
ground that such conduct on the part of any State is no 
departure from the law of nations.” 

And such, too, has been the course of decisions in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. The late chief jus- 
tice Marshall, following in the’ footsteps of Sir William 
Scott on this subject, thus expounds the doctrine: 

‘* That the course of opinion on the slave trade should 
be unsettled, ought to excite no surprise. The christian 
and civilized nations of the world, with whom we have 
intercourse, have all heen engaged in it. However abhor- 
rent this traffic may be to a mind whose original feelings 
are not blunted by familiarity with the practice, it has been 
sanctioned, in modern times, by the laws of all nations 
who possess distant colonies, each of whom has engaged 
in it a common cominercial business which no other could 
rightfully interrupt, It has claimed all the sanction which 
could be derived from long usage and general acquiescence. 
This trade cannot be considered as contrary to the law of 
nations, which was authorized and protected by the laws 
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| Russia and Geneva have equal rights. 


opposition and without censure. A jurist cannot say that 
a practice, thus supported, was illegal, and that those en- 
gaged in it might be punished, either personally or by de- 
privation of their property. In this commerce, thus sanc- 
tioned by universal consent, every nation has an equal right 
to engage. How is. this right to be-lost? Each may re- 
nounce it for its own people, but can this renunciation af- 
fect others? No principle of general law is more univer- 
sally acknowledged than the perfect equality of nations. 
It results from 
this equality that no one can rightfully impose a rule on 
another. Each legislates for itself, but its legislation can 
operate On itself alone. As no nation can prescribe a rule 
for others, none can make a Jaw of nations, and this traffic, 
therefore, remains lawful for those. whose Governments 
have not forbidden it.” 

The undersigned, in thus bringing to the view of Lord 
Palmerston these decisions of the English and American 
courts, was anxious that his lordship should see that the 
only ground upon which the legality of the slave trade has 


| ever been assailed, to wit, that it was contrary to the law 


of nations, has been finally and conclusively settled both 
by the bench and bar in both couniries. ‘There is, then, 
the highest authority for assuming that slavery and the 
slave trade are not prohibited by the public law, but are 
wholly untouched by it. The second and strong ground, 
then, in vindication of the right claimed to liberate these 
slaves by the colonial authorities fails, and with it, of 
course, the right itself. If, then, hefore the paseage of ,the 
West India emancipation law, the slave trade was not 
only not prohibited, but protected, the next inquiry which 
presents itself is this: Can the provisions of that law, 
whatever they may be, change the universal law, and Le 
made tu operate upon the property of American citizens 
under such circumstances as those which distinguish these 
claims? What, then, is the nature and extent of such 
jurisdiction under this act? That the municipal laws of 
one nation cannot be extended beyond its own territory 
(except as regards its own subjects or cilizens) so as to 
bind the subjects or citizens of another nation, is a propo- 
sition which the undersigned had supposed was too clear 
now to be questioned. However differently the law of 
nations may be understood in different countries, it has 
never been supposed to confer on one nation the right of 
invading, under.its municipal regulations, the rights or 
property of another. Among all the doubtful principles 
of public law asserted in modern times, there is not one of 
a more alarming and dangerous character than /his. It 
results froin the equality and independence of nations, as 
well as the universal principles of right, that the jurisdic- 
tion intrusted to one nation, for wise and equitable pur- 
poses, by that public law which is common to all, cannot 
and ought not to be allowed to encroach upon the rights 
of other nations. The laws of nations, which consider 
States as so many individuals upon a footing of relative 
equality, confer jurisdiction upon none without annexing 
to the granta condition that, in its exercise, it shall not 
trench upon the rights of any other member of the great 
society of nations. Regarded as a system of moral equity 
applied to civil society, as it justly is, its great object is, 
not only to respect, but shield from infringement the rights 
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of all without preference of any. ‘To the consequences 
which would follow from the establishment of a right in 
any one nation to extend its laws beyond its own territory 
and subjects, to those of other nations, none can be insen- 
sible, and especially nations between whom there exists 
such enlarged views of policy and friendship as those of 
Great Britain and the United States. Ought any single 
nation to desire or hope to control the universal law ? 
Will free and sovereign nations subscribe to any such pre- 
tension on the part of any one? Ought they? Will any 
one nation agree, at the will of another, to have its sover- 
eignty violated, and the property of its citizens sacrificed, 
and they reduced to ruin? Besides the peculiar character 
of the trade between Great Britain and America, which 
such a power would destroy, would not its exercise tend 
to draw them from those peaceful aud friendly relations, 


of both so especially depend? Upon this subject the un- 
dersigned speaks with the utmost confidence when he 
assures Lord Palmerston that the claim of power involved 


in these proceedings of the colonial authorities, swelling as | 


it must the jurisdiction of his Majesty’s Government, not 
only over its own dominions and subjects, but giving a di- 
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of furthering the same result in foreign countries, by pro- 
moting the desertion of their slaves, or by any other indi- 
rect methods. After the lapse of many years, the Parlia- 
ment and people of this realm, aided by and associated in 
this great work with the Legislatures of the British colo- 
nies, have established the principle that domestic slavery ts 
a morul and social evil, which, as a matter of wise poliey, 
as well as of moral and social duty, tt became necessary 
to extinguish. But we have no claim to demand the adop- 
tion of that principle by other nations. On the contrary, 
we must respect in them that proprietary right which we 
have so long exerted and exercised ourselves. The moral 
influence of our example will not be without a salutary, 
and, as I trust, an early effect wpon the slave codes of 
other States. In the mean time, justice and humanity 


| concur in requiring us rather to discourage than promote 
upon the continuance of which the interests and happiness | 


rect and unqualified control over other nations and their | 


citizens, can never be conceded by the Government of the 
United States, without surrendering its independence and 
sovereignty as a nation, and disregarding those high obli- 
gations of duty which it owes to its own citizens and the 
other mations of the world. But is such, in truth, the 
wish or doctrine of Great Britain, and will his Majesty’s 
Government support their colonial authorities in asserting 
or enforcing it? It is presumed not. 
comes important to inquire into the objects and character 


of her act of West India emancipation, upon which must | 


now exclusively rest the justification of the seizures and 
confiscations in these cases. Did the Parliament that 
passed that act intend to confer, under its provisions, any 
such power upon his Majesty's Government or its colonial 
authorities? ‘That they did not, is, in the opinion of the 
‘undersigned, more than apparent; and he is justified in 
this opinion, not less by the language of the act than by its 
objects. 

The leading motives of those who passed that law can- 
not, he thinks, be mistaken. That they were to place the 
colonies of the British Crown upon the same footing with 
the mother country in relation to their slave population, 
none, it is presumed, can doubt. Regarding domestic sla- 
very as a social and moral evil, the British Parliament in- 
tended (and it was so declared at the time) this act as the 
remedy for its final extinguishment. It was, however, for 
Great Britain and her colonies, and not for America, that 
they legislated. It was by the force of example, and not 
by municipal enactments, that they hoped and intended to 
affect the laws and institutions of other nations upon this 
deeply interesting and agitating subject 

A different and more enlarged interpretation of the act is 


' 


And here it be- | 


not only unauthorized by its language, but would be un- | 
suitable to its objects, and at variance with the rights of all | 


other nations. And such, too, the undersigned is happy 
to believe, was the view taken of it by one of the present 
enlightened and distinguished ministers of his Majesty’s 
Government, in official instructions given by hirn to the lo- 
cal authorities of the colonies, for their government under 
this act, soon after its passage. In proof of this the un- 
dersigned begs leave to refer Lord Palmerston to the circu- 
lar despatch which Mr. Secretary Spring Rice gave to the 
Governors of the West India colonies, including the Ba- 
hamas and Rermuda, to the Cape of Good Hope, and to 
the Mauritius, dated the 4th of November, 1834. In 
this despatch the fullowing language was held by Mr. See- 
retary Rice: ** The abel tion of slavery on the first of 


August, d t nal rmonvoce the duty or confer on ts ari hi 





| agents treated with contempt, and the 


the resort of foreign fugitive slaves to the shores of our 
own colonies.”” This language is too clear to be misunder- 
stood or resisted. kt fixes the true character and object of 
this law, and shows its total incompetency to justify the 
proceedings of the colonial authorities in relation to these 
eases. It may then fairly be assumed that slavery, not 
being prohibited by the law of nations, or the Government 
and laws of the United States, but protected by both, and 
Great Britain having no right to extend her laws beyond 
her territories, (except as regards her own subjects, ) and 
not intending that her act of West India emancipation 
should be so regarded, the proceedings, in these cases, of 
her colonial authorities, were unauthorized and illegal, 
and the indemnity asked of his Majesty’s Government both 
equitable and just. Here the argument on the question 
of power might safely be concluded, but the undersigned 
wishes to consider it under the most favorable light in which 
it can be placed for those who justify the proceedings of the 
colonial authorities. 

Let it then be conceded, for purposes of illustration, that 
the colonial authorities had the right of liberating American 
slaves seeking the protection of Great Britain, or carried 
within her dominions, it is yet maintained that, before the 
jurisdiction can attach, the possession of the slaves must 
have been acquired rightfully, and not in vielation of any 
of the principles of public law, or the usages of civilized 
nations. Let these cases be tested by this standard. 

These vessels, it will be borne in mind, belonged, with 
their cargoes, to a nation at peace with Great Britain. 
They weré engaged in transporting from one part to an- 
other of their own country, the property of ts own citizens. 
That, by the laws of that country, and of the several States, 
the right of transporting their slaves is especially protected 
and guarded. That these vessels, sailing under the protec- 
tion of the law of nations and existing commercial treaties, 
suffered shipwreck, under the most sppalling circumstances, 
upon the British coast. The cases are purged of any in- 
tentional violation of the laws of Great Britain, by clear 
and irrefragable proofs. Their avowed destination was to 
the United States. They were seized by British wreckers, 
in an open sea, and carried into port. ‘The protests of the 
masters were disregarded ; the complaints of the commercial 
liberated. 
Can the acts of these wreekers, in seizing these vessels and 
their cargoes, be made to affect their innocet owners 
Are they to be held responsible for the acts of British sub- 
jects? Would it be just to visit upon the owners 


slaves 


? 


ol prop- 
erty, un ler such circumstance es, the sins of others, er th 
acts of God? But if these vessels had been engaged in a 
trade contrary to the law of nations and the municipal laws 
of their own country, and consequently subject, by the 


public law, to seizure and confiscation by Great Britain, or 


her colonial authorities, coming under other circumstances 
into their power; yet, did not the simple fact of having ot 
tuined possession of them, through tl hnwrech, 
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and necessitt 


, interr » barrier atainst th exercise of 
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power which the civilized nations of the world, at all times 
and under all circumstances, have acknowledged and held 
sacred and of binding force?) And how strongly is such a 
claim of protection illustrated by the doctrines of public 
law, and the practice of civilized nations in relation to a 
state of war. After a declaration of war, Vattel declares 
that the sovereign cannot detain the persons or property of 
the subjects of the enemy who are within his dominions at 
the time of the declaration of war, but is bound to allow 
them time to withdraw; and if, after reasonable time al- 
lowed, thev are detained by insurmountable impediments, 
as sickness and the like causes, the time must be extended. 
Hence, too, the tribunals of the law of nations, before they 
have enforced the principles of blockade, have uniformly 
admitted that, if a party be led into the blockaded port by 
some accident which he could not centrol, or for want of 
some information which he could not obtain, he shall be 
excused, and suffered to depart. Nor is this doctrine of 


unknown to Great Britain. She has, herself, consecrated 
it in her practice, under the most rigid system of her block- 
ade and prize laws. 


| 


| 


have not only prohibited it to their own citizens by penal 
as well as revenue and trade laws, but made it a high crim. 
inal oifenee, and punished it as piracy. The existence of 
domestic slavery in the United States forms no excuse for 
extending the guilt or misery of the African slave trade. It 
should be borne in mind by those who are upbraiding the 
United States with inconsistency, that slavery was intro- 
duced among them during their colonial dependence, and 
against the solemn remonstrances of their legislative coun 
cils. America did not introduce it. There is no nation, 
then, that has any right to reproach her for supposed in 
consistency in her honest efforts to extirpate the slave trade 
whilst she yet tolerates domestic slavery. The last is a 
matter not for other nations, but for herself alone; aud, as 
to the first, the undersigned will take occasion to say that, 
whilst many, nay, most of the civilized nations of the 
world were engaged in this odious traffic, and whilst it was 


, sanctioned by most of the nations having colonies, and who 
extending protection to the shipwrecked and unfortunate 


In proof of this, the undersigned will | 


content himself with referring to a single and leading case. | 


In the case of the Dranw, the council, in 1800, restored an 
enemy’s ship for the single reason that she had been com- 
pelled to enter the port by stress of weather, and to avoid 
sh*pwreck. Upon that occasion the Attorney General said, 
“J should equally fail in my respect to myself and to the 
couneil before whom I have the honor to represent the Gov- 
ernment, were I not to maintain a principle consecrated 
by our laws, and those of all nations.” So, too, Sir Wil- 
liam Scott, in another case, declared ‘‘ that an imperative, 
overruling compulsion to enter a blockaded port, such as 
continued gale or shipwreck, will always excuse.” If, 
then, this doctrine of humanity is to be respected and en- 
forced upon the sulject of blockade (the most severe and 
harsh in its operation of any in the whole code of public 
law) in the case of acommon enemy, with what peculiar 
force is it applicable to two na‘ions situated as Great Britain 
and America now are! 


engaged in it as a commercial business, America led the 
way, and was foremost among all Christendom in adopting 
and enforcing the most rigorous measures for its final over 
throw. In resisting, then, the right of his Majesty's colo 
nial authorities to confiscate the property of its citizens, 
end supporting their claims for indemnity, the Government 
of the United States are not only consistent, but are fulfil- 
ling the highest obligations of duty; and the undersigned 
wishes it to be distinctly understood that his Government, 


*in the course which it is taking upon this subject, disclaims 
| any wish of connecting it with the policy of the two coun- 


There is believed to be no warrant | 


for the exercise of such a power, under such circumstances, | 


in the opinion of any respectal:le writer upon public law ; 
no written or recorded precedent in the practice of any of 
the civilized nations of the world. Shall the barbarous 
practice of ancient times, **which took that which the tem- 
peet spared,” be again revived? Shall misfortune and ship- 
wreck be considered criminal, aud confidence in the justice 
and hospitality of a friendly nation be punished by forfeit- 
ure and confiscation? Willa nation, standing so pre-em- 
iently high as Great Britain, lend its sanction to doctrines 
condemned alike by reason and justice; by that law which 
flows from and is founded on them; and by the universal 
voice of every civilized nation—doctrines which received the 
solemn denunciation and reprobation, in the face of the 
whole world, of her own high tribunals? That it will not, 
the undersigned will not permit himself for a moment to 
doubt. So much as to the general principles involved in 
these claims. Before, however, closing the discussion, 


(upon which, perhaps, he has dwelt too long,) the under- | 


signed will take occasion to offer a single remark upon the 
course whieh the Government of the United States have 
felt it their duty to take upon the subject of the African 
slave trade. He is aware, as is probably Lord Palmerston, 
that there is supposed to exist some degree of inconsistency 
between the measures taken by the American Government 
for the abolition of that trade, and the doctrines which it 
now maintains; but is there, in truth, any color for such 
an imputation? ‘That the Government of the United States 
have used all the means in its power, consistently with 
the constitution and the rights of the confederated States, 
to abolish this trade, is most true; but it has been done 


alone by the force of municipal laws and regulations. They 





tries upon the subject of the abolition of the African slave 
trade. He feels justified, then, in solemnly and confidently 
asserting that the course of the Government of the United 
States in relation to this subject, affords no just ground fo 
any supposed imputation of inconsistency. Thus much 
the undersigned has felt it his duty to say, in vindication 
of his Government, upon the subject; if he had said css, 
that duty would have reproached hiin. 

Upon the character of the indemnity, and amount of 
compensation, it wiil not be necessary at this time to say 
any thing. That will, as a matter of course, become a sub- 
ject of negotiation, after the principles involved shall have 
been settled. Should however his Majesty’s Government 


| finally determine to make compensation, rather than re 


turn the slaves, or should the return of the slaves become 
impracticable under any implied faith which may have 
been pledged to the slaves by the colonial authorities, then, 
the undersigned presumes (in the absence of any specific 
instructions from his Government on the subject) that the 
violation of any such pledge will not be required either by 
the claimants or his Government ; but satisfactory arrange 
ments can be made for ascertaining the value of the slaves, 
and the injuries sustained, and such compensation accepted 
as the justice and equity of the cases may justify. 

The undersigned has now had the honor of presenting 
to Lord Palmerston the views which have suggested them 
selves to his mind upon this important subject. He has 
endeavored to urge them in a manner due to the importance 
of the subject and the interests and feelings of his own 
country, and with sentiments of profound respect for his 
Majesty’s Government. In forbearing to press the subject 
further upon the attention of Lord Palmerston, the under- 


| signed feels assured that a mind less liberal and enlightened 





than his lordship’s will perceive, not only the deep inter- 
est which the subject possesses but the just grounds upon 
which the claims for mdemnity rest, and that these will 
constitute a sufficient motive with his lordship to employ 
his interposition with his Majesty’s Government for their 
speedy adjustment, in the manner best adapted to its ac- 
complishment. As the Government of the United States 
expects from the undersigned an early communication upon 
the subject, he feels assured that his lordship will take 
pleasure in enabling him to fulfil the expectation in a sati 
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actory manner. The undersigned, however, cannot con- 


sent to close this note without again expressing to Lord 
Palmerston the full confidence which the President of the 
United States feels, not only in the disposition of his 
Majesty's Government to do justice to these claims, but in 
its sincere wish to preserve the friendly relations between 
the two countries, and, if the efforts of the undersigned in 
the final and satisfactory adjustment of this interesting sub- 
ject shall be crowned with success, it will give him a 
source of high and durable pleasure. 

The undersigned eagerly avails himself of the occasion 
again to renew to Lord Palmerston the assurance of his 
most distinguished consideration. 

A. STEVENSON. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, 
dated August 22, 1836. 


As yet I have received no answer from my communica- 
tion upon the subject of the shipwrecked slaves. Apart 
trom the intrinsic difficulties which the subject itself at the 
present moment, presents to the ministry, arising out of 
public sentiment, the dissolution of Parliament and the 
press of interesting affairs which continually demand the 
attention of the cabinet have probably contributed to delay 
the answer. As most of the ministers have left town for | 
the country, nothing will be done, I presume, until they 
return in the fall. I shall not fail to renew the subject at 9 
proper time, and press its decision. 





Extraet of a a Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, 


ated October 5, 1836. 


ihave yet received no answer to my communication | 
upon the subject of the shipwrecked slaves. Indeed at this | 
period of the year, ministers are so frequently out of | 
town, and the opportunities of having decisions of the | 
Government upon important questions so rare, that it is 
difficult to say when an answer may be expected. I shall | 
continue, however, to urge the importance of an early and | 
final decision, and especially before the ensuing session of | 
Congress. 





Extract of a letter from Mr. Stevenson lo Mr. Forsyth, 
dated November 19, 1836. 


Np answer has yet been received to my note about 
the shipwrecked slaves, nor can I say when one may be 
expected. Assoon asthe ministers of the cabinet return to 
town I will again call the attention of the Government to 
the subject and urge a decision. 








Extract of a letter from Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Forsyth, 
dated December 14, 1836. 


I had flattered myself with the hope of receiving, before 
this time, an answer to my last communication to the Gov- 
ernment here, upon the subject of the claims of our citi- 
zens for their shipwrecked slaves. Having been disap- 
pointed in this, and seeing no prospect of any thing being 
done, I determined to make another effort, and accordingly 
addressed, yesterday, to Lord Palmerston, a note on the 
subject, urging the necessity of a decision, and desiring to 
know when one might be expected. I transmit herewith 
a copy of my note, by which you will see that I have 
pressed the subject with the earnestness and in the manner 
that the character of the delay and the circumstances under 
which it has taken place required. Indeed, after a delay 
of so many years in the adjustment of mere private claims, 
amounting almost to a denial of justice, I deemed it proper 


with delicacy to the Government here and the self-respect 
Vor. XIV.—A 35 
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due to our own. 
note. . 

Should the delay continue, and the President or yourself 
wish any other and stronger step to be taken, I shall expect 
to be advised on the subject, and the degree of urgency that 


I am to adopt. I pray, therefore, to be honored with you 
instructions. 


I presume I shall get an answer to this 
* + . * . 


os 


Mr. Stevenson to Lord Palmerston. 


The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States, has the honor again 
to call the attention of Lord Palmerston, his Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the 
several communications heretofore made to his Majesty's 
Government in behalf of the claims of certain citizens of 
the United States for injuries sustained by them in conse- 
quence of the proceedings of the British colonial authori- 
ties of the Bahamas. 

By reference to these communications, it will be seen 
that the first of these claims was presented to the consider- 
ation of his Majesty’s Government as early as February, 
1832, and the last of them as far back as May, 1835, and 
that more than four months have elapsed since the last 
note which the undersigned had the honor to address to 
Lord Palmerston was received, to which no answer has 
Having in that communication expressed 
to his lordship, as he was instructed to do, the disappoint- 
ment and regret with which the delay, on the part of his 
Majesty’s Government, in deciding these claims, had 
been regarded by the Government of the United States, 


and the confident expectation entertained by the President 


that no further delay would be suffered, but that an early 
decision of them would be made, the undersigned had 
flattered himself with the hope that he should not only be- 
fore this time have been honored with an answer to his 
communication, but that he should have had it in his pow- 
er to have communicated to his Government the gratifying 
intelligence of the final and satisfactory adjustment of the 
whole subject. Disappointed in this reasonable expecta- 
tion, the undersigned feels himself constrained, as well by 
considerations of what is due to the claimants as a sense 
of duty to his Government, to make another, and, he 
hopes, more successful appeal to the candor and justice of 
his Majesty’s Government. In doing so the undersigned 
will abstain from entering into any further discussion of 
the merits of these claims, or of the proceedings of the 
colonial authorities under which the injuries for which in- 
demnity is asked were committed. This has been too 
fully and recently done, both by the undersigned and his 
predecessors, to render a recapitulation either necessary or 
proper. The undersigned will, therefore, content himself 
with again inviting the attention of bis Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to the subject, in a confident hope that the difficul- 
ties which have heretofore prevented an earlier decision of 
theze claims will be removed, and a speedy adjustment of 
them be promptly made. 

That his Majesty’s Government are sincerely desirous to 
do impartial justice to these claims, as well as avoid, with 
scrupulous regard, all unnecessary delay in their settle- 
ment, the undersigned will readily admit; but, that his 
Majesty’s Government have been fully sensible of the im- 
portance of the principles involved in them, or of the in- 
jurious consequences which have resulted from the delay 
in their final disposition, he must be permitted to doubt. 

Of the character and consequences, however, of the pro- 
tracted delay which has taken place, the undersigned will 
forbear to speak. Sensible as he is of the various and im- 
portant matters which must necessarily demand the time 


| and attention of his Majesty’s Government, the undersign- 
to make my note as short as [ could well do, consistently | 


ed has supposed it not improbable that the subject of these 
claims may have been regarded as matters 0° secondary 
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consideration, and have, consequently, been postponed for 
other more pressing concerns by his Majesty’s Government. 
It is in this view that the undersigned feels bimself justified 
in again inviting the attention of Lord Palmerston to the 
subject, and making another appeal to the justice of his 
Majesty’s Government. 

The undersigned, therefore, begs leave respectfully to 
renew to Lord Palmerston his entreaties for an early and 
amicable adjustment of these claims, and to request his 
lordship to place before his Majesty’s Government the as- 
surance that, whilst the Government of the United States 
would continue to regard with profound regret and in- 
creased sensibility any further delay in this matter, it yet 
entertains the confident expectation that his Majesty’s 
Government, sensible of the high obligations it owes as 
well to itself as to the United States, will not longer con- 
sent to postpone the decision of a subject which has been 
for so many years under its consideration, and the effect 
of which 
tional impediments in the way of an adjustment and in- 
crease those feelings of dissatisfaction and irritation which 
have already been excited, but, by possibility, tend to dis- 
turb and weaken the kind and amicable relations which 


now so happily subsist between the two countries, and on | 


the preservation of which so essentially depend the inter- 
ests and happiness of both. 

The pure and lofty principles which the Government of 
the United States never cease to cherish and practise in 
its intercourse with foreign nations, and its confidence in 
the good faith as well as justice of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, forbid any apprehension that the just expectation 
which it has formed of an immediate and amicable adjust- 
ment of these claims by his Majesty’s Government will 
not be promptly met and fully realized. 

As the President of the United States will expect to hear 
from the undersigned, at an early day, upon this subject, 
and may wish to make known to Congress (now in ses- 
sion) the present state of the negotiation, the undersigned 
prays that Lord Palmereton will have the goodness to in- 


form him whether his Majesty’s Government have come | 


to any decision respecting these claims, and, if not, at 
what time one may be expected. 

The undersigned requests Lord Palmerston to accept 
renewed assurances of his distinguished respect and con- 
sideration. A. STEVENSON. 


23 PortTrann Pract, December 13, 1836. 


DEPORTATION OF FOREIGN PAUPERS. 


Report from the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to 
the de portation of Paupers from Great Britain, &c., 
in dealidace to the resolution of the Senate of the 4th 
July, 1836. December 7, 1836. 





1836. 


Sir: In eompliance with a resolution of the Senate 
adopted on the fourth of July last, to wit: ‘*'That the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury be directed to cause to be collected 
and laid before the Senate, at its next session, all such 
facts and information as can be obtained through the cus- 
tom-houses, or from any other sources, respecting the de- 
portation of paupers from Great Britain and other places, 
ascertaining, as nearly as possible, to what countries such 
persons are sent, where landed, and what provision, if any, 
is made for their future support,” I have the honor to re- 
port, that circulars were immediately addressed by the De- 


Tazasury Derantment, December 7, 


United States consuls and commercial 
were supposed most likely to be able to furnish the infor- 
mation called for. A copy of one is annexed, (A.). The 


can be none other than to throw not only addi- | 
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oiesan of the puinalpnl ee custom- homey s were alee instruct- 
ed to communicate such facts in relation to the subject as 
they might be able to obtain at their respective ports. The 
answers tu these inquiries are contained in the papers here- 
with transmitted, numbered from 1 to 19, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, LEVI WOODBURY. 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the Hon. Mantin Van Bonen, 
Vice President U. S. and President of Senate. 





(A-) 
Circular to certain Consuls and Commercial agents of 
the United States. 
Treascry Department, July 7, 1836. 


Sin: I beg leave to invite your special attention to the 
annexed resolution, adopted by the Senate of the United 
States on the fourth of the present month, directing the 


| Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be collected and laid 


before that body, at its next session, information respecting 
the deportation of paupers from Greot Britain and other 
places, &c. Believing that your official station affords 
you facilities of obtaining important information upon this 
subject, I will thank you to procure, from authentic sources, 
such facts relating to the inquiries contained in the resolu- 
tion as will enable this Department to comply with the di- 
rections of the Senate. I should be pleased to be furnished 
with your answer by the first of November next. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Untirep States Consvut at 





In Senate or Tae Unirep Srarss, July 4, 1836. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direct- 
ed to cause to be collected and laid before the Senate, at 
its next session, all such facts and information as can be 
obtained throngh the custom-house, or from other sources, 
respecting the deportation of paupers from Great Britain 
and other places, ascertaining as nearly as possible to what 
countries such persons are sent, where landed, and what 
provision, if any, is made for their future support. 


Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. 
No. 1. 
Unstynep Sratres Consuxate, 
Bremen, September 5, 1836. 
Sin: [I hnve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your esteemed circular of the 7th July, 1836, requesting 


| informativn respecting deportation of paupers from Great 


Britain and other places, &c. I am sorry that the informa- 
tion desired is not to be procured from authentic sources ; 


| for, properly speaking, it cannot be said that paupers are 


deported from Germany, though it may sometimes (but 
very rarely) be the case that families, almoners, and civil 
authorities, in order to get rid of a burdensome fellow or 
troublesome subject, pay what is necessary for such a per- 
son to cross the Atlantic. But, among the German emi- 
grants, a great number of which annually embark at this 


| port, and who nearly all go to the United States, there are 
| many persons and families who, when they have paid for 


destitute of all. 


the passage, bave little or no money left, and probably 
many of them, on arriving in the United States, are quite 
The different Governments of Germany 


| are, in general, not much pleased with the spirit of emi 
partment, upon the receipt of the resolution, to such of the | 


agents abroad as 


| 


gration since several years predominant in Germany, and, 
as is said, try by all means to keep their subjects at home. 
The emigrants very often loudly and bitterly complain that 
the said Governments, before they give to people the per- 





of 
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mission to depart, put as many obstacles as possible in the 
way of the persons who intend to emigrate. Such emi- 
grants, as I hear, must usually prove to their Governments 
that they have money enough to pay for their travelling 
expenses and for their passage, the said Governments be- 
ing afraid that the emigrants may, by travelling uselessly, 
spend their little fortune, and then return and come on the 
charge of the community; and the emigrants are therefore 
obliged to renounce and give up all their rights as natives 
of the country. After the emigrants have got the permis- 
sion to emigrate, and set out, then their former Govern- 
ments do not further care for them. 

The letters or circulars addressed to the United States 


| 





| 
| 
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consul at Hamburg, Munich, Leipzic, and Cassel, which | 


were sent to me with the said circular of the 7th July last, 
enclosed in the same envelope, have immediately been put 
into the post office. 

I have, sir, the honor to remain, with the greatest re- 
spect, your most obedient servant, 

H. W. BOHME, for 
Josuva Donce 
The Hon. Ley1 Woopavrr, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 
No. 2 
ConsuLaTs or THe U.S. A., 
Hesse Cassel, Sept. 8, 185 

Hownorantr str: I beg leave to report, in conformity 
to your honor’s circular of the 7th July last, that, as far as 
Ihave been able to ascertain, none of the German Gov- 
ernments have caused, or even indirectly sanctioned, any 
deportation of their paupers; on the contrary, their laws 
and finances forbid such operation. 

The only forced Ceportation which has come tu my 
knowledge is from the free Hanseatic town of Hamburg, 


long period. ‘They give them the choice either to endure 
their time or to emigrate; in which case the Government 
pays their passage. A number of them have been sent to 
New York, and this year to Brazil. 

The great number of German paupers in the United 
States arises from the low rate of passage-money which of 
late had existed. Steerage passengers were taken last 
spring from Bremen, and found with good provisions, at 
$16 each grown person. This price the Bremen ship- 
owners could ouly afford by carrying always a large num- 
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No. 3. 
Consvcate or Tue U.S. A., 
Dublin, September 1, 1838. 


Sin: I have been favored with your letter of the 7th ul- 
timo, in which you direct my attention to a resolution 
adopted by the Senate of the United States on the 4th of 
July, directing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to 
be collected and laid before that body, at its next session, 
information respecting the deportation of paupers frogm 
Great Britain and other places, &c., and requesting tha I 
would procure, from authentic sources, such facts relat Ing 
to the inquiries contained in the resolution as will en able 
your Department to comply with the directions of the 
Senate. 

Your letter contains a copy of the resolution to which 
it refers, and, having carefully perused the same, I beg 
leave to state, in reply, that if the word ‘‘ pauper” is in- 
tended to refer to that description of persons so termed in 
England a¢ being entitled to relief from the parish, having 
no poor laws in this country, we are, of course, without 
any such persons in Ireland. 

Our poor in this country are very poor indeed—so poor 
as to be altogether without the means of support, even for 
afew days, and, consequently, totally unable to provide 
the cost of transport to a foreign country. 

The population of Ireland being very great, and rapidly 
increasing, and the wages of labor being very low, emigra- 
tion has prevailed to much greater extent than in England 


| or Scotland. 


After having made strict inquiry on the subject, I can- 
wot ascertain that any fund has been established by Gov- 
ernment, or any public body or body of individuals, for the 
deportation of emigrants, and I am of opinion that none 
such exists; but itis by no means an uncommon occur- 


| rence for individuals possessed of large landed properties 
the Government of which deports, from time to time, those 
criminals who have been either condemned for life or a | 


in this country, being desirous to thin or lessen the popu 
lation on their estates, and to increase the size of their 
farms by throwing several stnali holdings into one, to agree 
with such tenants to pay the expense of their paseage to 
America. ‘lhe number so deported, however, is not con 
siderable, and has not, at this port, exceeded five or six 
hundred in the last five or six years, and they have been 
provided, I understand, with afew pounds each, with a 
view to their support, until they could procure labor, after 
their arrival. 

Of those who emigrate to America from this country, I 


| should think nineteen-twentietlis embark for Canada, what 


ber, to obtain which they had their agents all over the | 
interior of Germany, and induced the lower class, who | 
live in a very impoverished state, to emigrate, by making | 


them believe that labor was so much demanded in the Uni- 
ted States that any able-bodied man could earn, as soon as 
landed, $2 a day. Young and old, healthy and sickly, 
thought now of nothing but to emigrate; every sacrifice 
was made; even their clothes were sold, and, if this did not 
suffice, the balance begged ; and all those who could scrape 
together enough to pay their passage went to the United 
States, where the majority landed penniless, and a great 
number of them, consisting of old people, women, and 
children, unable to work, as the German Government does 
not allow their young men fo emigrate until they have ful- 
filled their military obligation. ‘This traffic on the part of 
the Bremen ship-owners will continue a3 long as the laws 


ever their ultimate destination may be. This is attributa 
ble, in a great measure to the low charge for passage from 
hence to Quebec, compared with that from the United 
States, the former being twenty-five to thirty shillings for 
adults, the latter about five pounds; and this great differ 


| ence arises from the abundance of tonnage leaving Ireland 


of the United States do not make their masters liable for | 


the support of the passengers which they bring to the Uni- 
ted States, and our shores will be filled so long with pau- 
pers of all kinds. 
I have the honor to be the honorable Secretary’s most 
obedient servaat, CHARLES GRAEBE. 
Hon. Lev: Woovnenry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


in ballast for Canada, in the spring of the year, and the 
comparative scarcity of vessels for the United States, and 
to enactments contained in the passenger acts of the re- 
spective nations. By the English act, vessels are allowed 
to carry three adult passengers for every five tons register 
tunnage of the vessel; two persons under fourteen years are 
counted as one adult, and three persons under seven years 
of age are counted as one adult: whilst, by the United 
States act, ouly two persons for every five tons are allowed, 
and infants are counted the same as adults. 

I may also remark that, for some years past, the direct in 
tercourse between this port and the United States has great 
ly fallen off, in consequence of the very easy and constant 
communication kept up from hence by steam navigation 
to Liverpool, from whence supplies of United States pro- 
duce are imported on such terms and in such quantities as 
suit the immediate wants of the consumers. We conse- 
quent!y have few American vessels coming to this port, 


i 
. 
a 
5 























































ee 





27 APPENDIX— To Gales & Seaton’s Kegister e. 





25th Cons. Ist Sess. +) Bri ge Encomium a and Baterpeise. : 





and those who are desirous to diahaak for the U nited States a There has been, for many years peat ond still eulinne, 
are obliged to proceed, in the first instance, to Liverpool: | a large emigration from this port to different parts of the 
this precludes me from forming any accurate idea of the | United States, and also to the British settlements in North 
numbers which proceed from hence to the United States. America; and, from my knowledge on the subject, I have 
But this fact is not, perhaps, of importance in your inqui- | no hesitation in stating that the description of persons who 
ry, as those proceeding via Liverpool are, generally speak- | generally embark for the United States from this port are 
ing, not only far from being paupers, but, in my opinion, of good character, in comfortable circumstances, and cet 
may be considered the best of our agricultural population, tainly many degrees removed from paupers. 
being persons who, by their own industry, having accu- On the contrary, the greater number of the persons who 
mulated sufficient means to pay the cost of transporting | embark for the British settlements, on account of the cheap 
themselves and their families, and very frequently taking conveyance, are the evil and ill-disposed, who will not do 
out considerable property along with them. | well in their own country, and the landed proprietors are 

The information procurable at our custom-house would | glad to get rid of them, which they do by paying their 
not tend to ‘throw any light on the subject under investi- | passages, and laying in sufficient provisions for the voyage, 
gation, as their reports merely give the nuinber of emigrants | totally regardless of how they are to make out life on thei: 
in each year, without any reference to rank or station in | arrival. 
society. The reason why North America is preferred, is on ac 

If you require and point out any further information, I count of the cheapness of the passage. They are, there 
shall be most happy to procure it for you, if in my power. | fore, principally all paupers. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient humble ser- I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
vant, THOMAS WILSON. JAMES CORSCADEN, 

To Levi Woonsvurr, Esq., To Levi Woopsvury, Esq., 

Secretary of the Treasury. Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mo. 4. } No. 7.—(1.) 
Coxsutate or Tat Uxtren Sratss, Consutats Orrice U. 8. A,, 
Belfast, September 1, 1836 Cove of Cork, October 12, 1836 
81n: In reply to your ‘‘ circular to certain consuls,” F : ' : 
d&c. under date of 7th July, respecting the deportation of |. 5!®: In compliance with your circular, dated 7th July 
paupers, I beg to state that there are no paupers deported last, | have the honor to transmit the ares liet of 
by the public authorities from within my consular district, | Passengers who havo emigrated from this port to North 
I however may remark that a’ considerable number of the America and New South Wales from January to August, 
emigrants who leave here for the United States, Canada, 1836, inclusive. d ; ; 
&c., are supposed to do so with little or no property be- Phe information in respect to North America, I have 
yond their sea-stock, and consequently land abroad nearly bee” favored with by Lieutenant Friend, R. N., emigre- 
or W holly destitute. Of the number of these, or the amount | “on agent at Cork, in a private and verbal communication, 
of their provision or property, if they ies any, there are declining, at the same time, to give it in writing without 
no means of gaining any correct information or estimate, the authority of the board of customs at London. T'he 
from the circumstance of their emigrating as private indi- emigrants to North America did not receive any assistance, 
viduale, on their own resources. having paid for their own deportation. The emigrants to 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, New South Wales were sent out by Government, and pro 
, “THOMAS W. GILPIN. vided for in the colony on their arrival. ; 
The Hon, Secnxrany of the Treasury. _ IT could not procure the returns from Limerick or Water 
No. 5 ford, the dependencies of this consulate: and I beg to refer 
. vou to the copy of a letter I have received from Waterford, 
herewith sent, which will exhibit the difficulty there is in 
obtaining the ‘‘ authentic” information required. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN MURPHY, 
United States Conau!. 


Usirep Stares Consvucarr, 
Rotterdam, September 13, 1836. 

Sin: I had the honor to receive, on the 10th instant, 
eircular of 7th July last, accompaning a resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the United States, directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause to be collected and laid before that 
body, at its next session, information respecting the deporta- 
tion of paupers from Great Britain and other places, &c. In ‘ 
reply, I beg to state that no deportation of paupers has taken (2-) 
place from this country. The passengers from hence to the 
United States are chiefly Germans, who emigrate volunta- 
rily, and at their own expense; although many of them 


Hon. Levi Woopavrr, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Warernronn, October 3, 1836 
’ 


Six: I am in receipt of yours of the 30th ultimo. In 


have but just the means to defray the expenses of the voy- reply, I made application at the ‘ ustoin-house for the infor 
aze, an Ilare destitute on their arrival in the United Statee, | Mation you required, but the officers decline giving the re 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obe- | MTA without permission from the board of customs in Lon 
dient servant, J. WAMBERSIE, don. They state that they are prohibited from giving any 
United States Consul. returns whatever to either merchants, sbip-owners, or oth 


The Hon. Lavi Weovavnr. ers. In consequence of their declining to give me any in 
formation on the subject, I applied to different ship-owner 
and agents concerned in emigration, but could obtain no 
certain or satisfactory information on the subject ; “in fact, 
some of them actually refused, fearing that their doing so 
might afford the means of injuring themselves, (amongst 
others, Mr. D Carigan and Mr. J. Penrose.) I should be 
happy to do any thing in my power to oblige you, and ri 
gret that I should, in the present instance, be unsuccess- 
ful: but the fact of the matter is, they fear some interfer 


Secretary of the Tre wury. 
No. 6. 


Const LATE or U m. OF Auenica, 
Londonderry, (Treland, ) Seplember 19, 1836 


Sra: I have the honor to acknowledge the rex eipt of 
vour letter of the 7th of July last, requesting to be informed 
as to the deportation of pauvpers from Great Britain and 
other places. 














ence in their passengers trade, and are extremely jealous of 

any attempt which may be made to elicit information. 
MATTHEW FARRELL. 
(3.) 


A list of emigrants, and vessels in which they sailed, 
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No. 9. 
Consutate or THE Untrenp Sratss, 
Hamburg, August 30, 1836. 
Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the Treasury circular of the 7th and resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 4th ultimo, regarding the deportation of paupers 
to the United States. I never have had any reason to sup- 


| pose persons of that description were sent from this city or 


| 
| 


neighboring towns on the Elbe, and from the inquiries I 
have made since the receipt of your letter, I feel convinced 
it has not been the case, and that nearly all the emigrants 
embarking from the Elbe are farmers and mechanics from 
the middle and south of Germany. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 

JOHN CUTHBERT. 
Hon. Lev1 Woonsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury, &c. 


No. ll. 


Consutats ov THE Usirep States, 
Leith, August 23, 1836. 
Sin: On the 8th instant I was honored by the receipt 
of your circular dated the 7th ultimo, calling my attention 


| to a resolution adopted by the Senate of the United States 


on the 4th of July past, and in reply, I have the honor to 
acquaint you that there are not any paupers transported 
from this or the neighboring ports, either to the United 
States or any other country, with the exception of a few 
children, (six boys and five girls,) sent last year from the 
charity work-house in Edinburgh to the British settle- 
ments in Upper Canada, and they were apprenticed to 
persons who were ascertained to be of respectable character 
and in good circumstances. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 


ROBERT GRIEVE. 


Hon. Levi Woopsvry, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 
No. 12. 


ConsuLat@ oF tus Unirep States, 
Liverpool, September 15, 1836 
In compliance with your instructions, in accord- 
ance with the resolution of the Senate of the United States 
that you cause to be collected all such facts and informa- 
tion as can be obtained through the custom-house, or from 


SiR: 


other sources, respecting the deportation of paupers from 


from Cork to North America, from January to Au- 
gust included, 1836. 
Try-again, - - for New York, - - 120 
Edwin, for St. John’s, N. B., - 120 
Andromeda, - for Quebec, - 64 
Champlain, - for St. Andrew’s, . 133 
Hibernia, - for St. John’s, - - 122 | 
Penelope, - - for Quebec, - 113 
Recovery, - - for do - - 128 
Eliza Ann, - for St. John's, 198 
Urania, fur Quebec, - 189 
Pallas, for St. Andrew’s, 201 
Lochiel, - - for St. John’s, - - 97 
John Eaadale, - for Quebec, - - 45 
Elizabeth, - for Halifax, - 82 
Barbadoes, - - for Quebec, - 200 | 
Dominica, for do. : 232 | 
Henry, - for St. John’s, - - 73 
St. Patrick, - - for Newfoundland - 74 
Ponsalia,  - - for Quebec, - - 201 
Kangaroo - for St. John’s - . 92 
Bob Logic, - for Halifax, - - 83 
John & Mary, - for Quebec - - 130 
George, - - for St. John’s, N. B., - 111 
Clitus, - - for Bay of Chaleur, - 115 
Recovery, - - for St. Andrew’s, - 97 
Aid, - - for Bay of Chaleur, - 70 
Betsey Heron, - for Quebec, - - 149 
Abercromby, - for do. - - 267 
Buimbury, for St. John’s, - 99 
Lady Amherst, - for St. Andrew’s, - 76 
Frederick, - - for do. - - 135 
Mary, - - for St. John’s, - - 75 
Brisk, - - for Halifax, - - 71 
Thos. Worthington, for Quebec, - - 312 
Barbadves, - for do. - - 135 
Thomas Handford, - for St John's, - - 140 
Susan, - - for do. - - 79 
Sea-horse, - - for do. . . 100 
Elizabeth, - - for Bay of Sert, - - 61 
Joseph Wheeler, - for Quebec, - - 115 
Total, - - - *4,993 
Recevery, - - for Quebec, - - 133 
Penelope, - - for do. - - F128 
John Patterson, - for New South Wales, +340 
No. &. 


Consvucate or Tax Unitsp Srarts, 
Glasgow, August 20, 1836. 
Sim: I have had the honor to receive your circular da- 
ted 7th July, with copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Senate of the United States on the 4th of July last, re- 
specting the deportation of paupers from Great Britain, 
&c. In reply, I have merely to say that the deportation 
of paupers from this district is totally unknown, and I am 
confident never was practised. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect, yout 
most obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER THOMSON. 
Hon. Levi Woonsury, 
Secretary of the Treasury, &c. 


* Men, women, and children 
+ Emigrants from Youghal, men, w 


men, and 
+ Men and women 


children 


Great Britain and other places, &c., I have the honor to 
report to you the result of my investigations as far as re- 
| lates to this port. I find it has been the practice with 
many parishes, for some years past, to send abroad such of 
their superabundant population as would consent to go, 
, and although there has never been a restriction as to the 
| place, they have invariably preferred the United States, 
and ninety out of a hundred, New York. Regular con- 
tracts are made by the different parishes with passenger- 
brokers at this place ‘to ship them: the extent of this de- 
portation, however, always limited in comparison with the 
general emigration, has recently been much diminished, 
in consequence, probably, of the increased demand for 
labor and the general prosperity of the country. The 
following facts are obtai:ed from authentic sources and 
may be relied on. 


In all instances the emigration is vol 
untary, and the parish is not relieved by it from its obliga- 
tion of support should the individual ever return. Con- 
victs are never sent, nor the inmates of work-houses, nor 
those who, from age or decrepitude, are unable to support 

| themselves. Not one person out of fifty is over fifty years 

| old; they are generally young people who have made im- 

| provident marriages, and, without ostensible means of sup- 

| port, with increasing families, are likely to be 


rome charge- 
| able to their parish, 


Re puted poachers ure a class of peo- 
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ple hngpenthy sent Scie agricultural districts, and out of at | (Yorkshire,) as aber has been easily obtained ‘wna wages 
least a thousand, of various descriptions, shipped off by | have improved. 
one of my informants, be is quite sure not morethan| A merchant who had a vessel sailed from the port of 
twenty have ever returned. Some provision is always | Hull this year with several families, in all one hundred 
made for their immediate support, on landing at their | and sixty-three persons, states that he doves not believe 
place of destination. From five to ten pounds is paid by | there were more than one family of three persons who 
the shipping agent to each individual on the vessel’s leav- | were of the class of paupers, the rest were all persons who 
ing port, besides their passages being paid for, and their | appeared able to bear their own expenses, and some, al- 
provisions found for the voyage. though in appearance poor, were known to have in their 
In the year 1830, the emigration from this port to the | possession considerable property. Another counteracting 
United States is estimated at sixteen thousand; out of | effect of the emigration of paupers, is the return of several 
which about six hundred were sent from different parishes. | within the last year or two to their parishes, which are 
In 1832 there were about five hundred sent at parish ex- | bound to receive them, and the knowledge of such pro- 
pense; siuce when, not more than three hundred have | ceedings deters other overseers from being so ready to as 
gone in a similar way in any one year; and during the | sist as they were some years ago. 
last, although the generai emigration was greater than at Liverpool being the principal port from whence emigra- 
any former period, out of twenty-four or twenty-five thou- | tion takes place, I l+g to enclose you herewith a stateinent 
sand there were but about .one hundred and fifty paupers. | that has been published of the number who have sailed 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient | from the Ist of January to the 5th of July last, designa- 


servant, FRANCIS B. OGDEN. | ting the countries to which they have gone, and the nuin- 
Hon. Levi Woopsvury, | ber for the years 1833, ’34, and 735. 

Secretary of the Treasury. | A society was formed, some time since, for the purpose 

No. 13. ' of sending young females out to New South Wales, but, 


; ’ ‘ as will be perceived by the enclosed copy of a resolution 

ConsuLaTeE OF THE Usiren Starts, passed by them, they now decline recommending any 

District of Kingston-upon-Hull, Leeds, August 30, 1836. | further emigration there, owing to the excessive immoral- 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of | ity stated to prevail there, 


your circular of the 7th July, requesting information as to | With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
the deportation of paupers from Great Britain. ‘ALBERT DAVY 

I have, in consequence, been making particular in- | Consul U. S. A. Kingston-upon- Hull 
quiries on the subject throughout my consular district. I Hon. Levi Weopsurr, 
find that no list, that can be relied on, of passengers sail- | Secretary of the Treasury. 


ing from Hull, is kept at the custom-house, wich distin- | 
guishes the paupers from those of a better class: regular 

muster-rolls are kept, but the parties are merely described 

by their names, ages, and from whence they come and oc- 

cupation. 

The officers of the customs are well aware that paupers 
do proceed, both to the United States and Canada, and it 
has been admitted by the owners of several vessels sailing 
there, that their passages are paid by the overseers of the 
parishes to which they belong. ‘The mode of doing this 
varies according to the trust-worthiness of the pauper ; if 
good, he is trusted to make his own bargain, and general- 
ly has a trifle of money advanced to him for use when he 
quits the vessel, to enable him to get up the country. If 
the man is a bad character, he is generally the best off, as 
the overseers pay his passage-money and } rocure for him 
the necessaries for his voyage. The man then turns restive, 
and oftentimes refuses to go unless more money is given 
him, generally £5 or £10 more than was first agreed on. 
So that the worse the character the better able the pauper | 
is to make his way wheu he quits the vessel. One ship- 
owner, whose vessel sailed this year to the United States 
from Hull, and who has had several previously, says he 
believes that nearly all the passengers go to the back set- Stes ; 
tlements to their friends, who had previously gone there cannot conscientiously recommend to the Government to 
and had written for them; and that it very rarely happened | CCOUraBE the further emigration of single females to Syd- 


a tea ‘ ~ | ) rf ts a alives ay 
that any family went out on a roving expedition, not hav- | oad ari x by ae i ee relatives, however 
: . : well selected. ’ 


ing an object. It appears that the greatest emigration from | 





{Enclosures. ] 


It appears, from a return which has just heen prepared, 
that, from the Ist of January last to the 5th of July, 
24,065 persons have emigrated from Liverpool, 7,518 in 
the first three months of that period, and 16,547 in the 
last three months. Of the latter number 3,825 proceeded 
to the British colonies in North America, 12,414 to the 
United States, 18 to the Cape of Good Hope, 37 to Cal 
cutta, and 74 to South America. In the year 1835 the 
total number of emigrants was 16,542; in 1834, 20,836 ; 
and in 1833, 15,386; making a grand total of persons 
who quitted this country in the last three years and a bal! 
of 76,139. In the present quarter, ending the 5th of 
July, we stated above that the number of emigrants was 
16,547; in the corresponding quarter of last the number 
was 8,293, which gives an increase on the present quarter 
of 8,254. 

Tre Emigration Committee recently came to a resolu- 
tion ‘*that adverting to the information imparted to the 
committee, both collectively and individually, of the ex 
| cessive immorality stated to prevail in certain districts of 

New South Wales, they have formed the opinion that they 


Hull is to Canada, to whence the passage-money is re- No. 1 

duced, and many instances have been discovered where | : Coxrecron’s Orricr, 

the overseers have agreed with the paupers, and paid them | P uladelphia, November 2, 1836. 
the passage-money to the United States, but the paupers | Sin: In conformity with your direction, under date of 


have adopted the plan of geiting there through Canada, on | the 7th July last, in relation to the deportation of paupers 
account of the moderate 4 urge for the passage, by which from Great Britam and other places, I made immediate 
means they have taken more money with them into the | application to the Board of Health and Board of Guardians 
country. | of the Poor of this city, as the only authentic sources of in 
It is the general opinion among the owners of vessels, | formation within my reach. The president of the Board of 
that during the last two years the number of paupers emi- | Guardians informs me thai a report is preparing under his 
grating to the United States and Canada has very much | instructions, which will be handed in at as early a day as 


diminished; very few have gone from this large county, ' possible, the necessary examinatiuns, as he tells me, hav- 


PRT ee a 











ing rendered it impracticable to complete the return by the 
Ist instant. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
J. N. BARKER, Collector. 
The Hon. Lry1 Woonsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


No. 15. 


Cvustom-Hovss, Boston, 
September 27, 1836. 

Sir: I received in due course of mail your letter of July 
7, enclosing a copy of a resolution adopted by the Senate 
of the United States respecting the deportation of paupers 
from Great Britain and other places. There are compara- 
tively few emigrants from Great Britain to this port. The 
principal emigration is of the Irish population, by the way 
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Eastport, in Maine. 
I have not been able to learn, after diligent inquiry, that | 
any paupers have been sent out here from Europe. In | 
making inquiries on this subject, I received the following 
statement from Godfrey McCrae, now master of the Rover, 
of St. Andrew’s, N. B. In June, 1835, said McCrae was 
mate of the British ship Robert Watt, from London to | 
New York, on board of which were many emigrants. 
McCrae was informed, during the voyage, that about six 
families of those emigrants were paupers, sent out by and 
at the expense of their respective parishes. He does not 


recollect the names of the paupers nor the parishes whence 





they came. 
Respectfully, &c., 
DAVID HENSHAW, Collector. 

The Hon. Levi Woonvnury, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
No. 16. 
Custrom-Hovuss, Bartimore, 
Collector’s Office, Nov. 23, 1836. 

I can find no letter on our file from the Depart- 
ment of the date of the 7th July, requiring information 
concerning English paupers deported to the United States. 
Being, therefore, unaware of your request, we could ~ot 


write on the subject until the receipt of your letter of 22 
instant. 


Sir: 


We have no reason whatever to believe that any paupers 
have been brought from Great Britain to the port of Bal- 
timore; for, in looking over the arrival of passengers fur 
the last two years, we find the whole number so small and 
so scattered throughout a number of vessels arriving from 
Great Britain, that it would be unreasonable to consider 
them other than passengers in the ordinary sense of the 
term. 

I have also received an answer to the note addressed by 
your suggestion to our municipal authorities, and which 
states that, after having made the necessary inquiries, 
they **have every reason to believe that no English or 
Trish paupers have been brought to the port of Baltimore 
during the present or past year.” 

I am, sir, respectfully, 


J. H. McCULLOH, Collector. | 
Lev1 Woopnurr, Esq., 


Secretary of the Treasury. 
No. 17. 


| 
| 


| 

Cottrctor’s Orricr, 

Philadelphia, November 29, 1836. | 

Stn: I am at length enabled to forward you, enclosed, | 
the report from the Board of Guardians of the Poor, on 
the deportation of foreign paupers. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, &c., | 

J. N. BARKER, Collector. 

Hon. Levi Woonsarry, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Purtaperenta, November 28, 1836. 
Dean Sin: In compliance with a resolution of the 
Board of Guardians, I enclose you a copy of the report to 
them, made by the committee to whom were referred the 
communications received from you in relation to the de- 
portation of foreign paupers. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
i1E0O. W. JONES, 
President of the Board. 
To James N. Barker, Esq, 
Collector of the port of Philadelphia. 





The committee to whom were referred the communica- 
tion and documents received from James N. Barker, Esq., 
collector of the port of Philadelphia, in relation to the de- 
portation of paupers from Great Britain, report : 

That, after having caused an examination to be made 
of the foreign paupers in the house, they have not been 
able to ascertain that any of them had been sent to this 


| country, or to the British provinces, by overseers of the 


poor in England, or elsewhere, or had received aid from 
any parish to enable them to emigrate. 

The only information having any relation to the subject 
of inquiry derived from their examination is, that the prac- 
tice of sending away persons chargeable to parishes by pa- 
rochial aid is quite general in England, and that hundreds 
have been in this way sent. This practice, however, as 
far as they profess to be informed, is confined to emigra- 
tion to the British settlements. 

Your committee would here remark, that there is great 
difficulty in procuring from a pauper any information 


| which might affect himself; and, that, should there be in 


the house any person who had been seut either to this 
country or to the British settlements by parochial aid, the 
apprehension that he would be discharged from the house 
upon the fact being known, would induce him to conceal it. 

The reports of the poor-law commissivners of England 
furnish some information as to the deportation of paupers 
from that country. In the instructions of these commis- 
sioners to their agents in different districts, the atten- 
tion of those agents is particularly directed to emigration, 
as one mode of relieving the parishes from their supera- 
bundant poor population, and thereby reducing the poor 
rates. They speak of emigration generally, and do not 
confine it to the British settlements. So, in some of the 
reports made by those agents to the commissioners, de- 
portation of paupers by means of parish aid is mentioned 
as having taken ‘place, without naming the country to 
which they had been sent. In some reports the British 
provinces in North America are mentioned as their places 
of destination; and from one report it appears that four 
families had been sent by the parish of Rye to New York. 
These reports comprise but few of the parishes in England 
and Wales; not more than two hundred parishes out of 
near fifteen thousand; and, therefore, while thev establish 
the fact that paupers have been sent from England to the 


| United States, as well as to the British settlements, they 


do not show to what extent this practice has prevailed in 
that kingdom. 

It may be inferred from these reports, that the great ma- 
jority of persons thus sent by the parishes have been taken 
to the British settlements. Inasmuch, however, as these 


| persons, when Janded, have great difficulty in procuring 


employment, (a fact which is mentioned in the reports, ) 


} and as a large proportion of the inmates of the house who 


were born in England and Ireland came to this country 
from the provinces where they first arrived, it is more than 
probable that, of the persons thus sent to the British settle- 
ments by parishes in England, great numbers eventually 
come into the United States. 

The only additional information on this subject has been 








.280 


25th Cone. Ist Szss.] 





obtained from Mr. 
city, who arrived at New York in the ship Sir Edward 
Hamilton, in August, 1833, having sailed from Hull. 
He states that, on board of that vessel, came as passengers 
a family consisting of a man, his wife, and three children, 
whose passages had been paid for by a parish in the west- 
ern part of Yorkshire; also, an old man, whose passage 
had been paid for by the parish of Preston, in Yorkshire ; 
that, on board of the same vessel, were several other 
persons whose passages, he believed, had been paid for in 
the same manner, although he did not know it with cer- 
tainty. . 

The resolution of the Senate directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to collect information as to the provision, if any, 
made for the future support of the paupers thus deported. 
On this branch of the inquiry your committee report that, 
from all the information they have been able to obtain, 
they are of opinion there is no uniform rule observed as to 
the provision made for their future support. There is 
no law regulating the mode in which paupers may be 
sent. 
its own agreements, which it may be presumed are as fa- 
vorable to itself as the pauper is willing to accept. 





There- | 
fore, whether the pauper is to receive, upon his landing, | 
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Each parish, in sending out its paupers, makes | 


any support, and if any, its extent, depends upon his | 


agreement with the parish that sent him. The reports of 
the poor-law commissioners, already referred to, are silent 
on this subject. From the examination made of the in- 
mates of the house, the committee have ascertained that 
one guinea was paid to each of the paupers brought by 
one vessel to Quebec, upon their landing at that place; 
that, in some instances, one hundred acres of land in Ca- 
nada were offered to each of the paupers upon their land- 
ing, which offer, by many, if not the greater number of 
them, was declined ; and that, in other instances, as far 
as your committee are informed, no provision whatever 
was made for their future support. 

Among the paupers in the house, there are several per- 
sons who have been pensioners of the Government of Great 
Britain, and their being in this country is attributable 
partly to the agency of that Government. Nine of these 
pensioners were examined, and from their examination it 
is evident— 

Ist. That, in the year 1831, and since, the Government 
of Great Britain invited all persons who had served in its 
armies and received pensions, to commute their pensions. 

2d. That one condition of this commutation was, that 


the pensioners should proceed to the British settlements in 


North America, or elsewhere. 
3d. That the arrangements for the emigration of the 


pensioners and their families were ‘generally made by the 


agents of the Government. 

4th. That, in some instances, the pensioners were sent 
to New York; and that in New York they received from 
Mr. Buchanan, the British consul, a part of the money 
for which they had commuted their pensions. 


5th. That one person thus sent to New York is now a | 


pauper in this house. 

6th. That all pensioners who were willing to commute 
were permitted; that no difference was made whether the 
pensioner was old and infirm or strong and healthy ; that 


j 
' 





many of them were aged and infirm, unable to work, and | 


unable to endure the climate of Canada. In one instance 
the pensioner was totally blind ; and that hundreds of them, 
many of whom have families, have come into the United 
States. 

7th. That of these pensioners, thus sent to the British 
settlements, there are at this time nine, with the families 
of some of them, making in all twelve persons in the house. 

8th. That, in the year 1833, and ever since, there have 
been many of these late pensioners with their families in 
this house. Some of them now in the house say that 




















oon are fewer at this period than there have been hereto. 
ore. 

Accompanying herewith is a statement of the admission 
of paupers into the house during the year ending the 24th 
day of November, 1836, together with their places of na- 
tivity ; from which statement it appears that, of the whole 
number of admissions, viz. 2,781, there were admitted 





natives of the British dominions - - 1,082 
Natives of other foreign countries - 184 
Total number of foreign paupers - ——- 1,266 
Total number of American paupers = - 1,515 





All which is respectfully submitted. 
GEO. W. JONES, President. 


Statement of admissions into the Philadelphia Alms house during 
the year ending November 24, 1836 
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Of the foreign paupers, there were born in the British deminions 1,08 
Do do other foreign countries 15 





? 
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1,266 


No. 18. 


Consutate or Tae Unitep States, 
London, October 19, 1836. 


Sir: I received the circular, dated the 7th July last, 
which you did me the honor to address to me, calling my 
attention to a resolution of the Senate, directing the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to lay before that body at its next 
session, information respecting deportation of paupers from 
Great Britain and other places, and requesting that I would 
procure, from authentic sources, such facts relating to the 
inquiries contained in the resolution as will enable the T'reas- 
ury Department to comply with the directions of the Senate. 

On receipt of the circular, I lost no time in making ap- 
plication to the various sources from which I expected to 
obtain the desired information. I have now the honor to 
lay before you such facts in relation to this subject as [ have 
been able to collect, regretting at the same time that so 
much delay has arisen from the absence, as usual at this 
period of the year, of many individuals to whom I applied, 
that I could not possibly transmit the result of my inquiries 
at an earlier period. 

They were directed chiefly to the custom-house, the 
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ship-brokers of this city, the poor law commissioners, and 
the agents of this consulate. ° 

At the custom-house it appears that no account is taken 
of passengers except by British vessels, and then only in 
case there is an excess above the number limited by law to 
the tonnage of the ship. 

The brokers have no accounts whatever, at least nothing 
beyond mere memoranda, on which little reliance can be 
placed. 

From the poor-law commissioners I obtained all the facts 
and information which. it was in their power to communi- 
cate on this subject. 
by virtue of the sixty-second section of the poor-law amend- 
ment act, passed the 4th of August, 1834. Acting under 
that section, the poor-law commissioners have frequently 
authorized parishes to raise money on the sgcurity of their 
rates, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the em- 
igration of poor persons having settlements in such parishes ; 
and they have, in such cases, issued orders in accordance 
with the form which I have the honor to encluse. 
form isa condition that the emigrants shall go to some 
British colony, and it will be observed that a provision is 
made that, on the arrival at the place to which the parties are 
contracted to be conveyed, the sum of two pounds at least 
shall be paid to each head of a family emigrating, and one 
pound at least to each single man or single woman not be- 
ing a part of a family. ‘I'he commissioners have not felt 
it to be within their province to make any further provi- 


sion for the support of emigrants after they shall have ar- | 


rived at their destination. They have, however, waived 
the condition ‘that parties emigrating shall go to some 
British colony,” in a few instances; in most of which the 
parties desiring to emigrate had already friends in the 
United States. ‘The total number of emigrants who have 
thus gone out to the United States, under the provisions of 
the poor-law amendment act, during the past year, from 
July, 1835, to July, 1836, is 191 out of 5,141, the re- 
mainder of whom have emigrated to British colonial settle- 
ments. 

The agents of this consulate have furnished me with 
lists of emigrants from their respective ports, most of whom 
are supposed to be paupers. ‘These lists are embodied on 
a paper which I have the honor to enclose. ‘The list of 
emigrants from in Sussex, extends as far back as 
the year 1829. The pauper emigration from that port has 
been greater . an from any other in the district of London. 
The class of individuals who leave this country by way of 
the metropolis, is very much improved of late years, having, 
in general, competent means of their own. 

With the view of putting you in possession of all the in- 
formation which could be possibly obtained on this subject, 
I have placed on board of the ship St. James, now about 

sailing, some works which treat on the poor-laws and eini- 
gration. ‘I'hey are in a parcel addressed to the care of the 
collector of New York, who will forward them to you. 
The works are as follows: 


> 
Rye, 
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Deportation of} Foreign P. supers. 


They arise out of their proceedings | 


In this | 


1. Report from select committee on emigration - 1827 
2. Farther report on the same subject - - 1827 
3. Administration and operation of the poor laws - 1833 | 
4. Report of poor-law commissioners - - 1834 
5. Firstannual papers onthe poor-law commissioners 1835 
6. Report on the disposa of lands in the British 

olonies « - - - - 1836 
7. Poor-law amendment act - - - 1834 
8. Act for regulating the carriage of passengers from 

the United Kingdom - - - 183 


The first and second treat at large on the sub eek of otis. 
gration, both to the British colonies and the United States. 
The subject of emigration is occasionally introduced in 
the third, and in the fourth it is briefly adverted to; both 
these works, show that the istance rendered by 
emigrants did not far exceed the ex- 
XIV.--A 36 


however, 
parishes to pauper 
VoL. 
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pense of passage, there being a trifle to spare on reaching 
their destination. 

In the fifth work will be found, at page 90, the circular 
of instructions from the poor-law commissioners for facili- 
tating emigration. 

In thesixth, the land sales in the United States are often 
adverted to, with the view of adopting the system there es- 
tublished. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

THOS. ASPINWALL 

Hon. Levi Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Official return of emigrants from the port of Rye, in 

Sussex, from 1829, to May, 1836, both inclusive, three- 


fourths of whom are opp osed lo be paupers. 


























' 
} . No. of 
Date. | Ship. Master W om | passen- 
bound. gers. 
1829. 
March 23} William - | Samuel Vidler N. York | i7 
| Fame , - | J Crowhurst a. ae = a5 
April 7}Emma - - | John Frost Do -| 99 
May 5) William Shand} William Boswell-| Do = -} Ihe 
23} Newton - - | James Meivin -| Quebec -| 25 
Dec. 27) William Shand | William Boswell-| N. York } 9 
1830. | | | 
March 10) Emma - - | Juhu Frost -| Do -} 85 
10}Fare - J. Crowhurst ,. em ot a7 
26 | Newton - -|J. Melvin - Hepa ie eg 
27 | Columbia -|J. Delano - Do -| 133 
April 7) Robert& Aun -| George Richt nond| Do - | 129 
5} William -| Samuel Vedlar -| Do «|! 26 
May 7| Sussex - -} W. Cranstown~s- Do $2 
24] Cambria -| J. Moore : Do 17 
June 12] United States -j| J. Knight - | Bo -} 3 
July 12} Rapid. | H. Shoop -| De 57 
August 10| Robert Edwards | J. Sherbverg 1 Do | 27 
se Os : 28 | Corinthian R. Shadwick i Do .- iv) 
March 9} Hudson - - | Morgar . Do - 18 
April 29) Alfred | F. Gravet | Do : 62 
1832. | | | 
April 5) Ami . - | M. Miller - -}| Do - 92 
26} Newton -| J. Bell . oe ey 96* 
May O)}Alfred .- -| T. Gravet - P Dy Sie 76 
' 30 | Willia i -|S. Vediar - . Do -| lo 
April - | John Frost . Do «| a 
-| Jo n Bell : Do -| 3 
June 1 - -| Matthew Miller Do -| id 
R34 } j } 
Aprit 9| Emma - -; Juin Frost i |. ay 
1835 } | i 
March 31 | Alfred - -| Thomas Gravet - |} Do | 73 
1536. | | j 
April 16; Alfred - -| ThomasGravet -| Do - 72 
May 25| Socrates R. Metcalf Do - 70 
| 





* £39 was paid to 26 





paupers in the ship Newton 


It could not be ascertained what provision was made for 
the support of these emigrants from Rye after landing. 
The sum generally allowed was twenty or thirty shillings 
for each, according to the agreement they might make with 
their respective parishes. This was either paid tothem on 
their going on board, or given to the master of the vessel, 
to be paid them on their landing. The master also received 
four shillings and sixpence, or one dollar for each, tu be 
paid by him to the proper authorities in New York, as re- 
aiied by law there. 

Emigration of poor persons from Deal, in K-nt. 
1830, 1 family, 6 in number, to Western Australia, assist- 

ed by the parish with fifteen pounds. 

5 in number, to New York, aasisted by the 
parish with twenty-one pounds. : 
1834, 2 do. 4in each, to New York, furnished 

provisions for the voyage. 

From Halden, in Ke 

1833, 1 laborer to New York, assisted by 
ten pounds, 


with 


the parish with 


returned within twelve mont 
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From Northbourn, in Kent. 

1833, 11 persons to United States, expense to the parish 
one hundred and seventeen pounds. Three of 
these persons died in the United States, the others 
returned home in about two years. 

1834, 6 persons to New York, assisted by the parish to 

the amount of twenty-two pounds. 
From Mongsham, in Kent. 
families, 13 in number, to New York, cost the 
parish one hundred and eighteen pounds. 
From St. Lawrence, in Kent. 

46 paupers have been sent within the last three years: 
36 of whom went in the ships ‘* John Stamp” and “ Grati- 
tude,” from Ramsgate to New York. The remaining ten 
went from London, but by what vessel or to what place is 
unknown. Whether any provision was made for them 
after landing, cannot be ascertained. 

From Yarmouth, in Norfolk. 

The first deportation of paupers from this port was in 
1829. From that year to the end of 1835, the annual 
average number of vessels with paupers was four. 
the year 1836 fourteen vessels have sailed for Quebec with 
passengers, the average number of whom was about eighty 
adults in each vessel, a small proportion of whom was 
landed at Prince Edward’s island. 

Two-thirds of the whole are supposed to be paupers. 
The provision made for their support after landing was 
about twenty shillings for each. 

No vessel has sailed from Yarmouth with passengers for 
any port in the United States. 
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eral for emigration, or by one-of the Government emigra- 
tion agents, at the out-ports, and shall include the main- 
tenance and medical attendance of the emigrants during the 
passage; and also a provision that, on arrival at the place 
to which the parties are contracted to be conveyed, the 
sum of two pounds, at least, shall be paid to each head of 
a family emigrating, and one pound, at least, to each single 
man or single woiman, not being part of a family. 

Given under our hands and seal, this day of 


» in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty- . 











T. FRANKLAND LEWIS, 
J. G. S. LEFEVRE, 
GEO. NICHOLLS. 

No. 19. 


Mentca, October 16, 1836. 
Sin: In answer to your favor of the 7th of July, I can 


{u. s.] 


| give the assurance that the Bavarian Government never 


To the Churchwardens and Overseers of the parish of 








, tn the county of To the Clerk of the 
Justices of Petty Sessions, held for the division of the 
said county in which said parish is situate, and to all 
others whom it may concern ; 

Whereas, in pursuance of an act passed in the fourth 
and fifth years of the reign of his Majesty King William 


the Fourth, entitled An act for the amendment and bet- 


ter administration of the laws relating to the poor in Eng- 
land and Wales, the rate-payers of the parish of ———, in 
the county of , and owners of property therein, en- 
entitled to vote in the manner provided in the said act, as- 
sembled at a meeting duly convened for the purpose, have 
directed the overseers to borrow the sur of pounds, 
to be charged on the poor-rates of the said parish, as a fund 


for defraying the expenses of the emigration of several poor | 


persons having settlements in the said parish, to be repaid 
by equal annual instalments, with interest not exceeding 


five per cent. per annum, within ———— years from the | 


time of borrowing the same: 

Now we, being the poor-law commissioners for England 
and Wales, do hereby, in pursuance of the powers and au- 
thorities conferred on us by the aforesaid act, confirm the 
above direction made by the rate-payers and owners of 
property in the said parish of as aforesaid. And 
we do hereby further authorize the churchwardens and 
overseers of the said parish of to borrow the said 
sum of money in any of the lawful modes heretofore in use, 
or to make application to the exchequer bill loan commis- 


made a deportation of paupers to the United States. On 


ual | the contrary, I know many people emigrated from Bavaria 
During 


to the United States with no inconsiderable sums of money. 
I shall not fail to inform you instantly, if any case should 
happen which has reference to your estimable letter. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT DE KUEDORFFER, 
Consul of United States of Americe 
Hon Levi Woovnury, Washington. 
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Report of a Geological Reconnoissance made in 1835, from 
the seat of Government, by the way of Green Bay and 
the Wickonsan Territory, to the Coteau de Prairie, an 
elevated ridge dividing the Missouri from the St. Peter’s 


river. By G. W. Featherstonhaugh, U. S. Geologist. 


Wan Deranrment, April 23, 1836. 
Sin: In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of 
the Ist instant, I have the honor, in the absence, fiom 
indisposition, of the Secretary of War, to enclose a report 
of the Topographical Bureau, transmitting the report of 
the United States Geologist. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
C. A. HARRIS, 
Chief Clerk War Department. 
Hon. M. Van Benen, President of Senate. 


1m 
lorocrarnicaL Bureau, 
Washington, April 23, 1836. 
Sin: [have the honor to submit herewith a copy of 


| the report of G. W. Featherstonhaugh, United States 


sioners for an advance of the whole of the said sum, or of | 


any such part thereof as may be found necessary. And we 
do hereby further order and direct that no part of the afore- 
said sum of pounds shall be expended unless the 
following conditions be strictly observed : 

Ist. The parties emigrating shall go to some British 
colony. 

2d. A contract shall be entered into for conveying them 
to such place in the way to their destination as the | 
law commissioners for England and Wales, or th 
general for emigration shall approve. 


3d. Such contract shall be sanctioned by the agent gen- 





Geologist, called for by a resolution of the Senate of the Ist 
of April. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. J. ABERT, 
Lieut. Col. Top. Engineers 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasnincron, April 22, 
Lieut. Col. J. J. Anerrt, 
U. S. Topographical Engineers ; 

Sin: In vubedience to your instructions, dated July 7, 
1835, directing me to proceed to the vicinity of that eleva 
ted ridge which separates the Missouri river from the St. 
Peter’s, the chief northwestern tributary of the Mississippi, 
hitherto designated on the maps by the appellation of Coteau 
de Prairie, and indicating Green Bay as a point on my 
route froin whence an opportunity would be afforded of 
examining the mineral structure of the country on the Wis- 
konsan river, [ left this city on the 8th of the same month, 


1836. 





of 
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and have now the honor to transmit a report of my pro- 
ceedings. 

Before, however, I enter upon that part of my report 
immediately connected with my instructions, I desire to 
explain why I have been induced to extend this document, 
and lend to it a character perhaps not generally expected of it. 

Well acquainted with the strong and general desire ex- 
pressed for the acquirement of geological knowledge in this 
country, and aware of the importance which would soon be 
attached to it if proper measures were taken to awaken the 
public attention, I thought it my duty, when drawing up 
my report in 1835, concerning the elevated country between 
the Missouri and Red rivers, to give a somewhat elemen- 
tary exposition of the principles of the science, with a view 
to draw the public attention still more to the subject, and in 
order to the more successful illustration of the geology of 
the United States. ‘The geological works which had hith- 
erto been published, contained, with very few exceptions, 
references illustrative only of the geological structure of for- 
eign countries, and as I had to treat of what is purely a 
science of observation, I conceived the great mass of minds 
to which [ felt bound to address myself, would probably 
have been deterred from, rather than attracted to, the subject, 
had I merely given a technical description of what I had 
seen, without offering the means of comparative illustration. 
I therefore adopted, upon that occasion, as I shall do now, 
that course which promised to be the most extensively use- 
ful, confident that, however the task might be imperfectly 
executed, permanent advantages might be accomplished by 
it, and that justice would be done to my motives. In this 
I have not been disappointed: the zeal with which I have 
attended to my duties has been acknowledged, and I have 
received, since my return from my late excursion, sufficient 
evidence of the public approbation of my labors, besides the 
most gratifying assurances from numerous intelligent mem- 
bers of the present Congress, that the method I had adopted 
was considered useful, and had been decidedly approved. 

But a change had taken place in public opinion since the 
publication of that report. The authorization of these geo- 
logical investigations by the General Government, had given 
great importance to them; much intellect had been at work, 
and a strong solictitude expressed for an accurate exposi- 
tion of the general geology of the United States. ‘The most 
powerful States in the Union were legislating on the sub- 
ject, and a prospect was thus held out that the general 
desire for information which the action of the Government 
had so much contributed to put in motion, would soon 
receive new vigor from the fostering care of each of the 
particular States. Looking at this promising aspect of things 
since my return from my late excursion, I have become 
more than ever impressed with the propriety of endeavoring 
to make my labors as useful, in the popular sense, as my 
opportunities permit. 

It is well known that the geological literature of the 
present day, is not of a sufficiently elementary character 
for the very great number of persons desirous of possessing 
a practical guide for their studies, simple and perspicious 
enough to keep down the repugnance which technical 
works, applicable to an advanced state of the science, in- 
variably produce. Many powerful minds are deterred from 
the pursuit of various branches of natural histery, from an 
inability to take the first step successfully, and he who is 
properly penetrated with this truth, and obeys its influence, 
will esteem it no degradation to take upon himself the 
humbler task of elementary ins.ruction for the benefit of 
the many, even when he may have reason to suppose his 
intentions will not always be indulgently appreciated by 
greater chance of doing good, and of the the least liberal 





| every step, subservient, as much 
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there being no elementary work applicable to American 
geology, no geological column showing the succession of 
the beds and a comparative view of the geological equiv- 
alents in both hemispheres, together with a brief abstract 
of the characteristic organic remains contained in the 
beds, and the other remarkable phenomena illustrative of 
the structure of the accessible part of the crust of the 
earth, would be a sufficient motive for any writer whose 
experience might be thought to authorize the attempt, not 
only to endeavor thus to be extensively useful, but in- 
directly to reflect the greatest degree of intelligence upon 
the observations which it was his duty to make, that they 
might be understood, by all who read them, in the most 
comprehensive sense. In short, perceiving the general 
desire to acquire systematic information on t..is subject, 
what I would aim to accomplish is, the putting into 
the hands of all who wish to cultivate geological know- 
ledge, an elementary work which should not be a dry re- 
capitulation of what was familiarly known before, but a 


| brief and intelligent view of the whole subject, explaining 


the harmony which prevails in the structure of the earth’s 
surface, and how important a knowledge of its details are 
in an economical point of view, making the whole, at 
2s possible, to the illus- 
tration of American geology. I must think that no indi- 
vidual can acquire information of this kind, without ex- 
periencing a corresponding enlargment of mind, that makes 
him a more useful citizen and a happier man. © The plain- 
est farmer may thus be made to understand how a knowl- 


edge of geology is useful to agriculture. Very extensive 


| districts consist of a recurrence of decomposed shales, 


sandstones, and superficial svil prodaced from primary 
rocks, and are comparatively barren. In such beds silice- 
ous substances predominate, they having but a small pro- 
portion of calcareous matter. A single band of limestone 
sometimes effects a revolution in the value of an extensive 
district of this character. We hear soils called light, and 
heavy, and wet; it is the mineral substance of the geo- 
logical beds which makes them so. Some families of grain 
and plants fail upon peculiar soils; this is owing to the 
presence or absence of particular minerals, for even animals 
do not thrive where their food is not appropriate. Occa- 
sionally a district or given area is too wet for crops that 
would succeed if the land were drier; a little knowledge 
of geology would teach the farmer that the springy quality 
of his land is owing to a bed clay that intercepts the rain, 
prevents its percolating downwards, and forces it out at its 
surface. Wherever he finds the clay he will find the same 
inconvenience, and, knowing the extent of the cause, his 
ingenuity will soon teach him to remove it hy a proper 
course of drainage. I remember seeing, several years ago, 
the most barren part of the beach at Long Branch, in 
New Jersey, suddenly bearing a luxuriant crop of clover. 


| This I learned had been produced by carting the common 


gravel upon it from the adjacent sea-shore. This gravel, 
which had a very unpromising appearance to the naked eye, 
upon being examined with a pocket microscope, was found 
to contain great quantities of comminuted sea-shells and 


| marine animal matter, constituting it a valuable manure. 


of the scientific few. Independent of the greater chance | 


of doing good, and of the pleasure of looking forward to 
witness the extraordinary elasticity of minds from which 


the pressure has been gently removed, the very fact of 


There are those who object to this manner of considering 
the subject, that it is an attempt to draw farmers off from 
pratical operations to considerations of a more theoretical 
nature, believing that even an elementary acquaintance 
with chemistry and geology is not fitted for a class, the 
majority of which is unstudied. But a long and intimate 
acquaintance with such men, acquired by a residence 
amongst them, has convinced me that the objection is not 
well founded. Divest these sciences of the prejudice which 
attaches to their names, impart their principles (which 
after all are the principles which govern nature) to men of 
good sense, in a plain and regular way, consistent with 
their own habits of thinking and 





acting, and they will 
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understand ee calaialy wall, and put them to the best 
use. Whocan hold a conversation with an intelligent 
man of this kind, without being affected by his situation, 
standing upon the threshold of knowledge, whilst to him 
it is all darkness and confusion? A clear-headed practical 
farmer may be made, however unlettered, to comprehend 
enough of these branches to convince him of the unerring 
truth of the principles which govern his vocation. At 
every step he takes his condition will become more elcvat- 
ed. Men may ridicule the idea of imbuing the minds of 
plain farmers with a philosophical turn, yet if it were to be 
done, it would unquestionably lead to very beneficial re- 
sults, and the sum of human happiness, in every direction, 
be thereby greatly increased. 

Entertaining these opinions, I have been greatly encour- 
aged to adopt the course I have pursued, 
gentlemen in the present Congress, for whose judgment I 
have great deference, and who, having experienced the 
difficulties which are inseparable from the study of scien- 
tific works, where the higher branches are alone treated of, 
and where the technicalities are entirely left unexplained, 
have suggested the usefulness of appending to my report 
2 glossary or explanation of the common terms used in 
geology. Believing, therefore, that [ have not formed an 
erroneous estimate of what may be deemed both expedient 
and useful at the present moment, and havirg for my sole 
motive the cecempenane nt of a general good, I have given 
a brief account of the existing mineral beds both i in Europe 
and America, as far as regards their general structure and 
order of succession to each other, adding such observations 
concerning the nomenclature that has been applied to them, 
as may serve to soften the difficulties to those who are en- 
gaging for the first time with geological literature, and to 
assist in guiding observers in ascertaining the geological 
position of the rocks which are the subjects of their inves- 
tigation. This part of the subject will be found further 
illustrated by a comparative tabular view of the 
column in both hemispheres. 

Perhaps the propriety of the extended form which this 
report takes, may be safely placed upon other considera- 
tions. Those who, like myself, have witnessed the rise 
and progress of civil engineering in this country, are well 
acquainted with the causes of that frequent misapplication 
of means in the construction «f some of our earliest and 
most important internal improvements, and the influence 
of which only ceased in proportion as experience and study 
had converted good surveyors into expert engineers. The 
country having become awakened to the value of its min- 
eral resources, the States are now legislat ng on this impor- 
tant subject, and the same process will have to be repeated 
in the coming extension Men of 
enthusiasm and energy in the acquisition of information 
connected with 


geological 


of geological surveys. 


natural history, will have to supply the 
demand which will soon arise for geological investigations: 
but many of them will come forward with attainments 
variously acquired, and with opinions and prejudices that 
will be discordant with the views entertained by others. 
Nomenclatures have heen offered for the geological : 
of this country, 


strata 
which have little or no aflinity for those 
established by the most experienced geologists, and which, 
if not discouraged, would throw much confusion into the 
study of the science ; for geology is the science of nature, 
and not of any particular country, and apart from the posi- 
tive advantages derived from the use of simple terms, uni- 
versally received, it is one of the blessings of science suc- 
cessfully pursued, and often the only reward of those who 
devote themselves to it, that, establishing a universal har- 
mony of intellect, it inspires mutual benevolence in minds 
separated by immense distances, and unites them all in the 
noble object of advancing the best interests of mankind. 
In closing these preliminary observations, I must in jus- 
tice to myself remark that, from the necessity of the case, 
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by the advice of | 


with me strictly to obey them. The 
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| the reposts which it has hitherto been my duty to draw up 
could not, however I might have been disposed to comply 
with the wishes of individuals anxious for minute sections 
and descriptions of all the particular localities which have 
come under my notice during my official connexion with 
the Government, and however desirable, have taken that 
character. The geological books, it is true, contain great 
varieties of such sections, and they are eminently valuable ; 
but it is to be remembered that they are the results of Ia- 
bors voluntarily undertaken, limited to particular districts, 
and accomplis shed bya leisure independent of all obligations 
to perform. other and indispensable duties. The geological 
literature we possess, and which is almost exclusively Eu 
ropean, has grown out of the brilliant career which thi 
science has had for near thirty years, under the directic: 
of a numerous body of energetic and often wealthy men, 
assisted by all the facilities of highly-civilized and well-set- 
tled countries. The great contrast which the remote parts 
of this country present in this respect, is sometimes not 
adverted to. My own opportunities are particularly con- 
trasted with those of the European geologists I have allu- 
ded to. ‘The Government conceiving itself authorized to 
cause these geological reconnojssances to be made only in 
the territories of the United States, my instructions are 
made out conformably, and it becomes a matter of duty 
vast extent of the 
United States makes it occasionally difficult to reach par- 
ee points, before the season arrives when it is neces- 
ary to turn back to escape the rigor of the winter. Such 
was the case during my excursion last year. ‘To the haste 
indispensable to the performance of these distant excur 


sions, may be added other serious inconveniences, amongst 


which may be enumerated the want of accurate maps, and 
the wild state of the country on the borders of and beyond 
the white population, where the acquisition of correct to- 
pographical knowledge and the cares of self-preservation 
become a very absorbing occupation. It is true that expe- 
ditions of this character compensate to the geologist the 
advantages he enjoys in other situations. He passes 
through various countries, and enjoys rare opportunities of 
comparing their mineral structure, and of tracing the ex- 
tensive formations of the western part of this country ; but 
it results from all these circumstances that, being obliged to 
deal more with general than particular geology, he acquires 
the habit of considering geology more upon the large than 
the minute scale. Such is the case with myself; for although 
Iam not altogether debarred the opportunities of availing 
myself of the details of formations which are new and in- 
teresting, and never neglect them, yet I have hitherto, in 
my reports, thought it more consistent with my instructior 

generally to suppress for the present those sections which 
I have made in localities out of the territories of the United 
States, reserving them for an occasion when I hope ere 
long to produce them, consistent with what is due to every 
consideration. In one sense, however, these extensive ex- 
cursions are highly favorable to an object of great import- 
ance to the country, the construction of a general geologi- 
cal map of the United States—an undertaking which will 
probably require a great deal of time to perfect. I have 
been able to collect materials for the outline of such a map, 
which we should not have possessed but for the particular 
nature of my duties and of the journeys I have made, and 
to supply many others from observations made in passing 
through the interior of the country. ‘The exertions now 
making to produce geological information in various States, 
will increase the number and value of these materials. A 
geological map of the whole United States, where all the 
formations would be exhibited on a large scale, and the 
most important deposites of fuel, metals, and useful mine- 
rals be accurately laid down, would be a monument both 
useful and honorable to the country at home and abroad, 
and I trust the day is not distant when Congress will di 
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rect such a map to be constructed upon a scale commen- 
surate with the importance of the undertaking. 1 proceed 
now to the elementary portion of the report of which [ have 
spoken. 

Geology, in its most comprehensive sense, means the 
study of nature and of all natural objects, whether those 
recent ones belonging to the present order of nature, or 
those fossil ones belong ging to more remote periods, and 
which are supposed to have preceded the creation of man, 
because no vestige of the existence of our race has been 
hitherto found coeval with them. And as all the forms in 
nature present themselves to us either in organic or inor- 


ganic bodies, meaning bodies which have the faculty of | 
continuing their kinds and those which have not, it results | 


that geology stands in relation with all the physical scien- 


ces, and that every geologist ought to have some knowledge | 


of mineralogy, zoology, aud botany, since the first compre- 
hends all inorganic bodies, and the last two all organic 
forms. In a more limited sense, geology comprehends 


only the study of the mineral structure of rocks, their rela- 


tive position, and the fossils imbedded in them. Restricted 
to these branches, this study, however useful it might be, 
could not rise to the dignity of a science. The origin of 
mountains and valleys, the changes of the bed of the ocean, 
the action of rivers, and the nature of volcanoes, togethe 
with the highly liberal study of comparative anatomy, 
might be overlooked in this narrow field of observation, and 
with them all those lofty philosophical views of the har- 


mony of nature, by the aid of which geology may claim to | 


be considered as opening the avenues to all the branches of 
natural science. 


An individual may be supposed whose mind had never 


before been awakened to this subject, and contemplating 


for the first time the varied nature of the surface of the | 


earth, the sublime height of the mountains, the profound 
valleys, the extensive prairies without hills or vales, the 
oceans, lakes, and rivers, with the thousand irregular beau- 
ties which give so much grace to the face of nature. Yet 
might this superficial aspect awaken no more enlarged idea 
than that the earth was a confused mass of rocks, and 
clays, and sands, assembled without order or design. At 
the sea-shore, however, where the rocks are often worn 
* and the beach is usually cov- 
ered with shingles or rounded pebbles, he could not fail to 
perceive that these last had been brought into that state by 
mutual trituration from water, and had thus been divested 
of the angular form they had when first broken off from the 
parent mass, where they once were, In the language of 
geologists, in sifu, or in place. These would at once re- 
mind him of the rounded pebbles of a similar character 
found on the dry land, almost universally, and often at 
a great elevation above the level of the sea, in many 
instances thousands of feet-above the marine level. The 
moment such an individual begins to think of the cause 
which could have produced this agreement betwixt peb- 
bles found in such dissimilar situations, he enters upon 
the study of geology. This is one of its first and most im- 
portant lessons, and the solution to the inquiry will be 
found to be the key to similar phenomena, in situations still 
more extraordinary. ‘To trace these rounded pebbles to 
their native rocks, often hundreds of miles distant from 
them, they must be compared with other pebbles strewed 
along the whole distance to the original masses from whence 
they were detached ; and then comes the great question of 
the cause which gave them the pebble form, and which 
brought them there. Another important question would 
how suggest itself to him, whether the whole substance of 
the crust of the earth is one solid mass of materials resem- 
bling those which appear on the surface, Although he had 


down to more) escarpments, 


observed no mineral differences in the rocks he had exam- | 


ee 


* Perpendicular sections resembling walls 
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r | but that a portion of the superficial part of the planet, now 
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ined, yet, if the territory upon which he trod furnished sev- 
eral strata or beds superimposed upon each other, he might 
find some indications of those strata either in the mural es- 
carpments on the seacoast, in the valleys and ravines in- 
land which had been worn by the action of rivers, or in the 
fissures which had been caused by any natural agents. In 
such situations he would often find the mineral structure 
of the rocks corresponding on the opposite sides of the val- 
leys and of rivers, in consequence of the strata having been 
divided, and the same beds presenting themselves on each 
bank. When fully satisfied that there were various mine- 
ral beds lying beneath the arable soil on the surface contain- 
ing the rolled pebbles, he would be still more anxious to 
| learn the nature of all the beds lying beneath those he had 
| examined. At length, extendiag his investigations, he 
| would find that the same beds, containing the same kinds 
| of fossil shells, were laid upon each other in the same order 
| of succession at very distant points, and that where he could 
| recognise one bed, it would serve as a key to the probable 
| existence of other associate strata. And thus, by travelling 
and practical investigation, and by books and the conversa- 
| tion of experienced men, the geological student at length 
comes (to understand that the earth is not a mass of rocks, 
| clays, and sands, accumulated without o:der and design, 


culled the crust, is composed of a series of strata, differing 
from each other in very material cireenstances, yet observ- 
ing the same order of superposition to each other at the 
greatest geographical distances, and having, of course, come 
into that order at successive periods. 

Leaving the geological student to the impressions which 
these appearances will make upon him, the various strata 
of this series, as they have been observed both in Europe 
and in the United States, and which comprehend the whole 
rocky structure of the crust of the earth, as far as it has 
| been examined, will be briefly considered. It is stated in 
my report of 1835, that the whole of these rocks, consid- 
| ered as a geological column, which, in one sense, as will 
be hereafter shown, form a true geological column, may be 
subdivided into two divisions; the inferior, in which, no 
| animal or vegetable fossils have been observed, aud there- 
| fore deemed to be inorganic, and the superior, whicl 
is organic, because in it those fossils abound. This 
last division is probably, in contradistinction to the lowest 
rocks of the preceding division, of aqueous origin, being 
constituted of the ruins of some of the inferior rocks, 
brought into a comminuted state by the action of water, 
which, when in a state of repose, subsequently distributed 
them into levels. Other rocks are the result of quiet de- 
positions from mineral waters, and some may be the result 
of copious ejections of mud from ancient volcanoes. ‘There 
is also another class of rocks, to which the term ‘* intru- 
sive rocks” has been well applied. It is familiarly known 
that modern volcanoes eject rocky matter in a molten state 
in vast quantities; these streams of lava, when indurated, 
become rock again, of various degrees of mineral composi- 
tion, and whose constituent parts have a great affinity to 
the simple elements of the rocks composing the mass of 
the inorganic rocks before referred to. In exa:nining the 
strata of the superior part, we often find them penetrated 
and disturbed by rocks of this character, bearing the gene- 
ral name of trap. It is inferred from them, and from their 
appearance, even in the inferior rocks, where also granitic 
veins are found injected, that, in the earliest stages of the 
crust of the earth, igneous causes were in action of suffi- 
cient force to fuse mineral bodies, end to throw them to- 
wards the surface, during which progress they penetrated 
the beds which lay in their way, as is exemplified in diagram 
No. 1, of a singular exhibition of trap injected into sand- 
stone, at Totternish, in the Isle of Skye.* It will be ob- 
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served that the horizontal trap veins represent the handle 
and triple prongs of a fork, and that if all that part of the 
section to the left from where the handie is joined to the 
prongs had been disintegrated and worn away in the lapse 
of time, leaving the part to the right representing the prongs, 
or if the same part of the section had been so covered up 
with other mineral matter as to defy examination, the part 
exposed would have presented a very puzzling case of hor- 
izontal trap veins ; but we can here trace the prongs to the 
handle, and the handle to a huge vertical dike of trap tha’ 
has its undoubted origin from below. 

Before the geological colufan spoken of is described, a 
few remarks may be offered on the current nomenclatures 
which have been applied to its various members. It was 
necessary in the infancy of the science, to give names to 
the strata, as they were recognised ; these were, of course, 
either theoretical or local, as a natural and philosophical 
classification and nomenelature can only be the result of 
much experience. How many of the modern designations 
will be eventually retained we know not; but for the pre- 
sent, independent of their own merits, it appears impor- 
tant that we should adhere as closely as circumstances will 
admit of it, to the arrangements of British geologists. It 
is acknowledged, even op the continent of Europe, that 
their great exertions and learning have raised the science 
to the consequence it now enjoys; and as the most valua- 
ble records of geological literature are contained in our 
common overspreading language, there seems to be every 
motive for our present deference to British authorities on 
this subject, and for establishing such harmony of views 
between the geologists of both hemispheres as will accele- 
rate the period of a permanent classification. For the pre- 
sent all gevlogists appear to be agreed upon the fact that 
we have sufficiently advanced in the examination of the 
structure of various parts of the earth, to perceive that the 
numerous strata which constitute the accessible part of its 
crust have come into their places in succession to each other, 
according to an order which may be said to be invariable, 
since the exceptions to invariability which occasionally oc- 
cur can be satisfactorily referred to causes necessary to the 
constancy of succession of the strata ; for the deposition of 
the sedimentary rocks, or those deposited from water, is re- 
ferable to the indirect action of those subterranean causes 
which have either dislocated or broken down the older 
rocks, from the ruins of which most of them are composed, 
or have sent to the surface such wide-spread mineral solu- 
tions, that we are able to conceive of them only by the ex- 
tent of their deposites, which could never have been pro- 
duced by mineral springs upon so contracted a scale as 
these which exhibit themselves under the present order of 
things. In other words, the causes which have directly or 
indirectly produced the deposition of all sedimentary rocks 
have continued to act at successive periods, sometimes dis- 
turbing the older beds, and forming new ones from their 
ruins, at other times producing new strata from mineral 
solutions, 

Accordingly one of the most interesting problems in 
geology is to separate those periods from each other, and 
to ascertain, by the mineral structure of such rocks, by the 
organic remains imbedded in them, and by the measure of 
conformability of strata to a horizontal line, the positive 
affinities and differences between them all. By this pro- 
an estimate may eventually be formed of the exact 
amount of those affinities and differences in the most dis- 
tant parts of the earth, and a consentaneous judgment be 
pronounced upon the nature of those causes, from the uni- 
versality or locality of their effects, whether they are consti- 
tutional to the planet or not. 

It is then, only, that a nomenclature founded upon those 
unerring principles by which nature is constituted, can be 
established and applied to all tl 


cess, 


ie strata and phenomena 
which have preceded the present order of things, being 
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those which are peculiarly the objects of geological inquiry. 
It will probably also be found that the judgment which wil! 
ultimately be formed will be confirmed by what is passing 
in the present order of nature, where the sum of affinities 
and differences is still further extended, and where the par 
tial production of rocky matter, whether of a sedimentary 
or intrusive nature, is obviously caused by the action of the 
same universal principles. 

In accordance with the intention to treat this subject in 
an elementary manner, a brief account will be given of the 
principal strata composing the geological column, as it has 
been observed in Europe, noticing, at the same time, th 


| American beds, which, from their general agreement ar 


position in the series, have been thought to be equivalents 
premising, however, that where a group of beds occurs, the 
members of which have a strong affinity for each other in 
mineral structure and organic remains, and which diffe; 
materially from the adjacent beds lying above or below, it 
is sometimes called a formation, and its members are deenied 
to have been deposited at an epoch peculiar to themselves 
and separated from any other epoch by a period of time o! 
some duration. If the existing surface of the earth shou! 
at any future era be entombed, with the zoological and b 
tanical bodies constituting the present order of nature, by 
new sedimentary deposites brought there, as the existi: 
ones apparently have been, and a new order of things wer 
to commence consequent to the repose after such an event, 
having some affinities for the preceding one, yet possessin 
organic bodies not belonging to it, such sedimentary depo 
ites would, according to the received language in geology, 
be called a new formation. This hypothetical state of thing: 
is thought to have been often repeated in the ancient state 
of the planet. It is proper also to remark, that, although 
the members of this column preserve an invariable sucession 
to each other, yet it frequently happens that, in various 
parts of the world, many of them are wanting. These 
deficiencies in the localities, where they are observed, are 
to be attributed either to the inaction of the causes to which 
the beds owe their origin, or to other causes, through th: 
agency of which they have disappeared. Sometimes, in- 
deed, the deficiency is only apparent, the strata being so 
much altered in appearance from the contiguity of intrusiv: 
rocks, as to assume another character. Wherever any o! 
the strata are found, however, the order of their succession 
is constant, like the alphabetic order of letters, B in Amer- 
ica being never found above A, whilst A in China, or in 
any other part of the world, is always found above all th 
other letters, and never under any of them. The intrusive 
rocks are of course excluded from this statement. Where 
A (and the same may be said of any other letter) is found 
contiguously overlying G, or any other bed, in such instan 
ces the intervening beds are deficient, from some of the 
causes befove alluded to. 7 

By such inductive steps are we awakened to a sense of 
those truths which geology teaches, and come to perceive 
that the general arrangement of the beds composing th 
superficial part of the crust of the earth is not incoherent 
and at random, but has been produced by causes both con- 
stant and general ; for since, after a mature examination of 
the European beds, evidences of the same geological epoclis 
are found at the most distant points, it would be infinitely 
a more strange thing if affinities were not found here, than 
it can pessibly be in the eyes of sceptical persons to find 
some of the beds in both hemispheres considered as equiv- 
alents. 

Although this order of succession exists, yct in no part 
of the world have all these beds been found uninterrupted! 
overlying each other, as they are represented in the gevlo- 
gica} column. This perpendicular section only represeits al! 
the beds which have been described as coming into their 
places in succession to each other. If, however, all the 
deposites had been made in the same locality, and had net 
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been subsequently disturbed, Set a section b whighs have ex- 
isted in nature. But, as has been before observed, some of 
them are wanting in every country. In the tabular view 
following, the strata, for the sake of convenient reference, 
ure grouped. The beds, from the variegated or red marl 
to the Portland oolite, both inclusive, comprenend what 
English geologi-ts have named the oolitic series ; this group 
has an average thickness of 2,700 feet in England, but has 
not yet been found on any part of this continent. Chalk, 
oa which has an average thickness of about 700 feet in 
Europe, is not found here, although many associate strata 
belonging to the group it is a member of, and lying both 
above and below it, are well developed in the United States. 
This remarkable deposite in the countries where it exists, 
contains in the upper part of its white mass numerous irreg- 
ular beds of nodules and plates of the dark-colored flint of | 
commerce. Haldon Hill, in Devonshire, consists of green | 
sands superimposed upon red marl, the intervening beds 
being wanting. But the chalk which lies upon the green | 
sands in the tabular view is not there, and an unobserving | 
i 

} 


traveller would cross this lofty barrier without being remind- 
ed of it. A geologist, however, is struck with the immense | 
heaps of flints deposited in various parts of this hill, some | 
in entire nodules, exactly as they are found in the chalk, 
and others broken up and comminuted into a thousand | 
pieces. J,ooking around him, he sees at the foot of the 
hill arich and broad valley with the river Ex flowing | 
through it to the ocean, which is visible on his right. At | 
some distance in front he sees the white chalk cliffs of Dor- 
setshire. He now comprehends the phenomenon, sees that 
the chalk has once been in position where he now finds | 
only the flints, and that some cause has put an immeasura- 
ble water power in motion, which has scooped out the vale | 
of Ex, and washed out all the cretaceous matter for many | 
miles, leaving the flints behind as monuments of the de- 
posite in which they were imbedded, and of the irresistible | 
force of the movement which separated them. This has 
been found repeated in other parts of Europe. On | 
continent no chalk flints have yet been found, nor any other 
evidences that the chalk has been removed, and the same 
ober atoll may be applied to the oolitic series, want- 


ing here, since its characteristic fossils have not been 


we have remarkable instances on this continent. On the 
ge logical line extending from the State of Maine continu- 
ously, in *ie direction of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington, and the falls of all the Atlanti¢ 
rivers, to Wetumpka, on the Coosa river, in Alabama, 
there are no beds between the primary rocks at the bottom 
of the series, and the loose detritus and alluvial deposites | 
on the surface, but very important members of the upper | 
secondary and tertiary gruups are found east of that line, 
from whence it may be inferred that they were deposited 
when the ocean was bounded by that geological line. Of 
the causes of this deficiency of strata upon so long a line, 
whether it is to be attributed to the early elevation of the 
primary rocks above the marine level, or to causes which 
have removed other strata, geologists may divide in opin- 
ion; but the absence of all evidence of disturbing force 
ymmensurate with such extended effects, strengthens the 
first conjecture, which recommends itself, by the simplicity 
of its fitness, in accounting for the phenomenon. 
The following tabular view of the principal known rocks | 
exhibits such a section as might have existed in nature if 
all the beds had been deposited in one locality, and had 
never been disturbed. It also presents, as geologists will | 


found 
Of the absence of other beds of the geological series, 


perceive, for the first time in any tabular view,-the new 
arrangements of that important portion of the column 
hitherto designated as grauwacke and transition forma- 
tions, by those distinguished leaders of the science, Mr. 
Murchison and the Rev, Adam Sedgwick. 


Gales § Seaton’s Register. 287 





| 
| 


| Some of them, as the granite, are unstratified, whilst the 


| turn seemed to have acted in the character of intrusive 
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TABULAR VIEW OF THE FORMATIONS. 
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N. B. The figures represent the average approxiinate thickness of 
some of the beds. 


It having been already stated that the rocks belongirg to 
the superior division of this column are constituted prin- 
cipally of the ruins of those of the inferior division, brought 
into a comminuted state by the action of water, and sub- 
sequently deposited into levels, the obvious propriety of 
considering the column in the ascending order will be per- 
ceived. Every practical student will also see the necessity 
of having some knowledge of the mineral structure of the 


older rocks, before he can form a judicious opinion of the 


mineral origin of the more modern ones. The great 
number of the formations of the inorganic division are 
put down approximatively as to their order of succession 


gneiss and some others are stratified. 


Although all of 
them are not of igneous origin, yet most of them in their 
rocks. In some countries we have evidence of trappean 
matter having been ejected from beneath the granite. 
Whilst, however, they are not found all countries in 
the order assigned to them in this column, yet they have 
been found every where approximating to it. In the early 
days of geology, when theorctical terms had more influence 
than at present, they were cailed primitive, because it was 
supposed they had been produced before all uther rock 
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The term primary has since been substituted, as expressing 
their antecedent state in the column, without any theoreti- 
cal assertion. Geologists, on account of the extreme in- 
terest attending the study of the fossiliferous rocks, have 
paid such undivided attention to them, that the most an- 
cient formations have been comparatively neglected, and 
an ample tield has thus been left for the arrangement of 
this mineralogical branch of geology, where the rarer 
minerals and crystals may assist in pointing out, as fossils 
have hitherto done, the natural classification of these prim- 
ordial rocks. We are encouraged to believe that this will 
not be deferred a long time, when we look to the splendid 
results of the Silurian *ystem which have been wrought 
out of the grauwackean chaos during the last four years, 
by the perseverance and sound judgment of Mr. Murchi- 
son. 

Before entering upon any description of these inferior 
rocks, some observations may be introduced here, upon the 
two general classes into which all deposites may be arrang- 
ed—those of chemic:l and those of mechanical origin. 
Although the object of the geologist is rather to arrive at 
just conclusions respecting the causes to which mineral 
beds owe their position, than to the elementary nature of 
the materials of which they are composed, yet some miner- 
alogical acquaintance with their mineral constituents is 
requisite to discriminate between them, and every student 
is supposed to have prepared himself, in some degree, to 
comprehend the chemical laws under the influence of which 
mineralogical bodies take their peculiar forms. Crystalline 
bodies, however imperfect, are the result of chemical agen- 
cies ; and where a rock is composed of regular crystals of one 
mineral, imbedded in a’massive paste of imperfectly crystal- 
lized mineral matter of another kind, we may come safely 
to the conclusion that the whole mass has had a crystal- 
line origin. ‘There is a porphyritic granite of this kind, 
called Shapfell granite, in England, which is inet with in 
various parts of the world. [It is the rock upon which the 
coal measures of Chesterfield, Virginia, rest, and I have 
observed it on the eastern slope of the Blue ridge, in Mad- 
ison county, in that State, and in various parts of Georgia. 
This rock has evidently never been disturbed as to its ag- 
gregation since its first chemical production. The other 
class of rocks is of a different character. When observed 


by the microscope, the aggregate parts appear to consist of 


small fragments of crystalline minerals, having been sub- 
jected to much attrition by water, in consequence of which 
they have lost their sharp edges, and have become rounded. 
Deposites of this kind, the constituents of which have been 
mechanically separated from crystalline bodies, are easily 
recognised for the greater part. They have all been evi- 
dently deposited from water, 


are deemed to be ignigenous. There are a’ few rocks which 
have an ambiguous character: those limestones which have 
been deposited from solutions take a crystalline aspect, and 
many strata prox imate to ignigenous rocks have been sub- 
jected to some change in their external appearance, but the 
exceptions will not interfere with this classification. 

he common grani/e is easily recognised by its granular 
crystalline structure, composed of felspar, quartz, and mi- 
ca, nearly eaqually diffused and united into a mass without 
any apparent ceinent. ‘The varieties numerous, occa- 
sioned by the varying proportions of its constituent parts, 
and the substitution of otber minerals for some of them. 
Amongst the most remarkable are those known as graphic 
granite, a beautiful mineral composed almost entirely of 
lamellar felspar and quartz, so disposed as to present an ap- 
pearance of literal characters. This variety contains beryls, 
garnets, and other minerals, and, where it is found in ex- 
tensive deposites, as in the State of Delaware, 


are 


about ten 


miles from Wilmington, ts valuable for the manufacture of 


lain. Another variety is the porphyritic granite be- 


pores 





and are classed amongst the | 
sedimentary rocks, in cuntradistinction to the others, which | 





| diffused as a red oxyde. 
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fore mentioned, where large rhomboidal crystals of red ar 
white felspar are imbedded in a paste of small-grained 
granite, 

The gneiss is generally a stratified rock, often abounding 
so much in mica as to constitute its base. The piates of 
this last mineral are distributed parallel to its strata, which 
occasion it to split easily in that direction. Granite often 
passes into this rock, the quartz being absent. ‘There is a 
singular rock on the prairie at the Grand Portage east of 
Lae qui parle, on the St Peter's, Immense masses, 
of them twenty feet high, abound there, with a laminated 
structure so perfect as to fori a true stratification. 
lamina are in many instances only an inch in breadth, and 
dip to the southeast with an almost vertical inclination. It 
a red granular rock, containing little or no mica, resembling 
granite in every particular except its stratification. Gnei 
is a very abundant rock in the Atlantic portion of the Uni 
ted States. It is extensively quarried in the vicinity of 
New York and Philadelphia for architectural purposs 
whilst on the hills above Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, it is in a decomposed state; the felspar having lost 
its cohesion, and the mica being very much broken down 
The ferruginous matter belonging to this rock has accumu- 
lated by molecular attraction showing itself in intersecting 
carbonaceous-looking streaks and seams where the road 
have been cut through the hills, but being more generally 
These numerous ferruginous 
partings, which cause the gneiss to separate into irregula: 
masses with bright black faces, are not found in that part 
of the gneiss which is undecomposed in the same vicinity 
along Rock creek. 

The characteristic rock of the mica slate formation con- 
tains little or no felspar, and has a slaty structure, with a 


sole 





glittering appearance. _ Its fissility enables its to be conve- 
niently used for flags on the sideways of streets. It is 
found in the vicinity of all the gneiss districts. 

Primordial limestone is found in this part of the series, 


but is not constant to it. In some instances it has been 
called saccharine limestone, from its white granular resemb- 
lance to loaf sugar. It is the material used for statuary 
marbles, the most valuable beds of which, those that ar 
unmixed with siliceous particles, are very rare. Immense 
blocks, weighing several tons, have been sometimes trans 
ported from Italy to England for the purpose of making a 
single statue, which, on account of the nests of siliceous 
matter found in them, have proved almost valueless when 
worked into. No extensive deposites of it of a good qual- 
ity have yet been found in the United States. There are 
many varieties of this saccharine limestone, however, here. 
It sometimes contains mica, and is subordinate to the stat 

uary marble: this is the variety called cipolino. In Con 
necticut extensive veined beds occur, traversed by serpe: 

tine. In Maryland, several varieties occur, and amongst 
others a paste of fine saccharine limestone, imbedding crys- 
i of hornblende, resembling that mentioned by Mr. Mc 

Culloch* in the Isle of Tirey, Hebrides. 

Hornblende rock abounds in this country on the Atlanti 
frontier, sometimes dark and compact, with a granular 
texture, at other time greenish, with a fibrous structure 
and disposed to fissility; it is sometimes micaceous, am 
near Wilmington, at Quarryville, on the Delaware, a lo- 
cality which has supplied the greater part of the materials 
for the Delaware breakwater, there is a beautiful resplen- 
dent variety of ovate lameller crystals of felspar, having a 
slightish red color, with a hornblende base, which fus 
into a fine dark enamel. This is a true porphyritic green- 
stone. 

The talcose slates have a base of talc, with mica and crys 
tals of sulpheret of iron diffused in them; they are easily 
recognisable by their unctuous touch and glossy appear- 


’ 
} 
| 
t 





* McCulloch's Western Islands, vol. 1, p. 59 
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ance. In the United States these slates are largely devel- mineral structure and constituent affinity with each other, 


oped in what is called the gold region, especially in Vir- 
ginia, the gold being in the ferruginous quartzose veins 
which traverse this formation. 

The Germans have called all combinations of hornblende 


and felspar, when they have a granite structure, griinstein | 


or greenstone rocks, and accordingly, as they are compact 
or fissile in their structure, they have been designated as 
primitive greenstone or greenstone slate. Hornblende is 
heavier than quartz or felspar, and, when scratched, gives 


| 
| 
| 


| 


a light green streak, and where it forms the principal part 


of rocks, they take a greenish black color. In hornblende 
slates the felspar itself is often green. When the quantity 
of magnesia is increased in the hornblende rocks, they ap- 
pear to pass insensibly into serpentine, a rock which 
abounds in this country in the region of the primodial 
rocks. 

The geological student, in entering the field of observa- 
tion in the United States, will find that the varieties of all 
the formations which have been alluded to are very nume- 
rous, and that they occasionally succeed each other in so 
irregular a manner as to preclude the supposition that they 
have come into their places in any determinate erder of 
succession. Regarding them theoretically as the products 
of igneous fusion, the embarrassment is increased by per- 
ceiving some of them to be unstratified, and others strati- 
fied. That the first may have resulted from the cooling 
down of mineral matter when in a state of igneous intum- 
escence, is intelligible enough ; but that contiguous rocks, 
having the same origin, and which form perhaps the great- 
er portion of the surface, should be disposed in parallel 
strata, is not so easily explained. Yet, if any one should 
be disposed to attribute to them the same aqueous origin to 
which the sedimentary stratified rocks are referred, he must 
remember not only that the mineral constituents of those 
unstratified and stratified masses are the same, but that most 
of them actually pass into each other by the absence or 
presence of one or more of their mineral constituents. 
What has been called the stratification of these ignigenous 
rocks, may be owing to the principle which occasions their 
fissility, such as the distribution of the plates of mica paral- 
lel to the strata. It is evident, however, that the nature of 
the primordial rocks has yet to be carefully studied before 
we can, with perfect satisfaction, believe this difference be- 
tween them to be due to modifying causes, and refer these 
two classes of rocks to the same origin. 

Much of the irregularity with which they succeed to 
each other is owing in some cases to the same mineral 
compound being repeated in distant localities, and in others 
to slight variations of that compound. Most of these ig- 
nigenous masses appear in the character of intrusive bodies. 
Granite, the lowest rock in the series, is found in a modi- 
fied form overlying fossiliferous strata in the Alps. Serpen- 
tine, which is but a modification of hornblende matter, 
overlies sedimentary limestone in extensive tracts of the 
Appenines, and trap rocks, of which modern lavas are but 
modifications, are found injected into almost every forma- 
tion, from the granite up to the surface ; indeed, in the ex- 
tinct volcanoes of Auvergne, the ancient lavas have been 
clearly projected from beneath the granite. 

There is another important rock, clay slate, not inserted 
in the tabular view, which is thought to pass gradually in- 
to some of the schistose primordial masses with which it 
is associated ; yet it is a stratified body, and in its mineral 
structure is sometimes hardly distinguishable from the roof- 
ing slates, which are enumerated amongst the sedimentary 
deposites of what have been called the transition beds. 

These observations on the formations of the inferior di- 
vision are offered not only for the assistance of the geologi- 
cal student, but in some degree to incite the able mineral- 
ogists of this country who reside in the regions of the pri- 
mordial rocks, to make a precise and analytic study of their 
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and to note all the circumstances attending the order in 
which they are seen to succeed and overlie each other. 
Repeated observations made in various parts of the Atlan- 
tic frontier, will produce a great deal of valuable informa- 
tion. By such means alone, we shall be able to compare 
the natural order and constituency of the primordial rocks 
of the United States with those which prevail in distant 
countries; and thus, in time, a unity of intellect may be 
directed to the development of the most ancient parts of 
the structure of the accessible portions of the earth, and of 
some principles connected with the mineral and metallic 
bodies, that cannot fail to be valuable in an ecomomical 
point of view. 

We now approach a system of rocks usually found over- 
lying the inferior division, and where organic remains are 
for the first time found in the ascending series. Perhaps 
the formation alluded to as clay slate belongs properly to 
this system, the general mineral structure of which is alto- 
gether slaty. The whole of this series of rocks (a lumi- 
nous account of which will soon be published by the Rev. 
Adam Sedgwick, under the designation of the Cambrian 
system, from the locality where he has principally studied 
them) has been hitherto included, together with the Silu- 
rian system of Mr. Murchison, under the undefined names 
of transition and grauwacke, terms which are now likely 
to be entirely abandoned. Before this portion of the geo- 
logical column had been adequately investigated, the theo- 
retical term transition was generally received. It was sup- 
posed that at the point where organic remains first appear- 
ed, there existed a true natural mineral transition from in- 
organic to organic rocks ; and if that point were established, 
the term would not be misapplied to those slaty masses. 
But the affinity of the mineral structure of some of these 
rocks with that of others higher up in the series caused the 
term to be extended so far beyond its original meaning and 
application, as to comprehend deposites of from thirty to 
forty thousand feet in thickness; and although this great 
slaty system was separated from the carboniferous limestone 
by the old red sandstone formation, itself having a thick- 
ness of ten thousand feet and more in many localities, yet 
some geologists included all these formations, together with 
the carboniferous limestone, containing a distinct class of 
organic remains, in the transition rocks. Henceforward, 
it is probable that the term will fall into disuse, in propor- 
tion as the nomenclatures applied to the Cambrian and Si- 
lurian systems shall become generally known, they having 
already received the sanction of the leading European 
geologists. 

The lower Cambrian of the tabular view, as it has heen 
observed in Caernarvonshire, consists principally of chlorite 
schists, passing occasionally into micaceous and quartzose 
slates, and contains subordinate masses of white granular 
limestone and serpentine rock. In other localities, mass- 
es of dark glossy clay slate, devoid of calcareous matter, 
are found, and passing into the inferior primordial rocks. 
This lower Cambrian formation appears to contain no or- 


ganic remains, but lead and copper are found in it. 


The middle Cambrian of Caernarvon and Merioneth- 
shires contains great quantities of fine roofing slate, often 
imbedded in slate rocks of a coarser quality ; these alternate 
with and apparently pass into irregularly interstratified 
masses of porphyry. At the top of Snowdon a few or- 
ganic remains are found, resembling others observed at 
Tintagel, in Cornwall. Some of these slates are highly 
calcureous, but no continuous beds of limestone have been 
observed amongst them. 

The upper Cambrian, as observed in South Wales, is 
connected with the superincumbent formation of Liandeilo 
flags. Beds of limestone and calcareous slates occur, to- 
gether with organic remains. ‘The roofing slate of this division 
splits in a direction transverse to the stratification, which 
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is a property perhaps of all hard slates. The cleavage of this | 
mineral is considered to be the effect of crystallization. 

The Llandeilo fags. The Silurian system, of which | 
this is the lowest division, abounds much more in calcare- | 
ous matter than the rocks just enumerated, and organic 
remains are more common. ‘These Llandeilo flags rest 
upon the Longmynd various colored sandstones, conglom- 
erates, schists, and coarse slates, and are dark-colored cal- 
careous rocks, naturally separating into flags. ‘They con- 
tain, also, some sandstone and schists. The asaphus 
buchii, the agnostus, brongn, and some other trilobites, 
differing from those of the superior divisions, which will 
be described in Mr. Murchison’s work on the Silurian sys- 
tem, now in the press, are found here. 

The Caradoc beds.* The beds of this division consist, 
in the lower part, of thick-bedded red, purple, green, and 
white freestones, conglomeritic quartzose grits, and sandy 
and gritty limestones. Various undescribed species of 
trilobites, and differing from those in the overlying beds ; 
numerous species of the genus orthis, together with nucula | 
and pentamerus, are found here. The upper beds are 
thin-bedded impure shelly limestone, and finely-laminated, 
slightly-micaceous, greenish sandstone. The organic re- 
mains are pentamerus, leptena, pileopsis, and orthis, all 
of new species. There are also terebratula; and the ten- 
taculites and crinoidea are abundant; corals rare. 

Wenlock limestone and shale. The lower beds are liver 
and dark gray colored argillaceous shale, rarely micaceous, 
with nodules of earthly limestone. The organic remains are 
asaphus caud, calymene Blumenbachii, lingula, or this cyrtia, 
delthyris, orthocera, crinoidea; most of them new species. 

The upper beds are that highly concretionary gray and 
blue subcrystalline limestone, the equivalent of the well- 
known Dudley limestone ; abounding with corals and crino- 
idea, bellerophon, euomphalus, conularia, pentamerus, nat- 
ica, leptena, spiriffer, terebratula, producta, orthocera, as- 
aphus, calymene, and various species of trilobites. 

Ludlow rocks. The lower beds of this formation are 
sandy, liver and dark colored shale and flags, with concre- 
tions of earthy limestone. The several species of fossils 
are phragmocerus a new genus, asaphus, two species of 
cardiola, (a new genus,) nautilus, spirulites, pentamerus, 
pleurotomaria, orthocera, &c.; most of them new species. 

These beds are separated from the upper ‘ones by a sub- 
christalline gray and blue argillaceous limestone, containing | 
pentamerus, pileopsis, bellerophon, lingula, atrypa, terebra- 
tula, calamopora, and some other fossil corals. The up- 
per beds are a slightly-micaceoug, gray-colored, thin-bedded 
sandstone, containing avicula, atrypa, cypricardia, homon- 
olotus, (a new genus, ) leptena, orthis, orbicula, orthocera, 
pleurotomaria, turbo, with gigantic serpentine bodies, &c.+ 

It sometimes occurs that the zones of limestone which 
sepatate the Wenlock and Ludlow divisions thin out and 
disappear: in such cases, the characteristic division being | 
lost, Mr. Murchison calls the united mass ‘‘ the upper Si- 
lurian rocks ;” and where the same characteristic division 
between the Llandeilo and Caradoc beds disappears, the 
united mass is termed the ‘* lower Silurian rocks.” 


| 
| 








* Mr. Murchison, in conformity with the practice of attaching the 
names of remarkable localities to their rocks when first described, has 
here very happily associated some of the most interesting traits of Bri- 
tish Celtic history with his geological labors. The rocks comprehend- 
ed in his Silurian system were observed by him in that part of the 
country which constituted the ancient kingdom of the Silures, that 
Celtic nation which so bravely resisted the Romans under the km- 
perors Claudius and Nero. Caer Caradoc, from whence the Caradoc 
beds are named, isthe name of a highly picturesque ridge in Shrop- 
shire. Camden, the historian, supposes it to have been the locality 
where the celebrated leader of the Silures, Caractacus, (Caradoc,) 
mace his last stand against the Roman forces. 

+ Mr. Murchison’s fossils of the Silurian System, when published, 
will add weight to the opinion expressed in my report of 1835, of the 
‘great uniformity of tne genera in the inferior rocks of both hemis- 
pheres.”” He has compared some of the fossils of this country with 
those of his Silurian system, and says, in a late letter, “ many of your 
organic remains are specifically identical.” 


Geological Reconnoissance. 


| and ichthyodorulites. 


APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. es 





a 





It will be perceived that the formations which have been 
briefly described comprehend all the deposites lying between 
the old red sandstune and the primordial rocks, and that 
some ef them must necessarily be the equivalents of those 
grauwacke rocks which, in all the hitherto published geo- 
logical treatises, figure so conspicuously, but in a very un- 
defined manner, as immediately subjacent to the old red 
sandstone, which last, notwithstanding its vast bulk, has 
been considered by an experienced and pupular geological 
writer ® as a true grauwacke also. The same objections 
which apply to the term transition, apply to the term grau- 
wacke. The different formations of the Silurian and Cam- 
brian systems are distinguished by fossil remains peculiar 
to each of them, and nothing would more retard the pro- 
gress of scientific perspicuity, than to retain an inharmo- 
nious term which is hardly definable, merely because cer- 
tain rocks having an atiinity in mineral structure are found 
repeated in various parts of them. The term grauwacke 
seems originaly to have been used by the miners as a pro- 
vincial word to express the character of those conglome- 
titic beds formed of gravelly fragments of various sizes of 
the older rocks, imbedded in a paste of slaty matter, which 
are even occasionally found in the coal measures, and 
which abound sufficiently in the formations subjacent to 
the carboniferous limestone, to justify the belief that an im- 
mense period of time must have elapsed between the first 
appearance of these conglomeritic beds and the deposite of 
the carboniferous limestone. We can ne longer, however, 


| with any propriety, retain this term for the beds immediate- 


ly subjacent to the old red sandstone, since Mr. Murchison 
shows that his Silurian system, in which those beds are 
comprehended, contains few if any of those beds which 
were first named grauwacke by the German mineralogists. 

This term, if at all continued, will probably be restricted 
hereafter to some of the beds of the Cambrian system. 

Old red sandstone. Mr. Murchison proposes to divide 
this formation into three parts : the lowest consists of flaggy, 
highly-micaceous, hard, red and green sandstone, with 
some new species of avicula, pileopsis, some small othocera 
The central portion is formed of 
red and green concretionary limestones, with spotted ar- 
gillaceous marls and beds of sandstone, containing unde- 
scribed genera of crustacea. ‘The superior portion is an 
inorganic quartzose conglomerate, overlying thick-bedded 
sandstone. 

As the formations hitherto considered have a character 
belonging to them which is net common to the incumbent 
beds, especially on this continent, a few remarks here on 
the highly-inclined strata of the stratified masses serving 
to develop some important principles of the science, can- 
not but be useful to the practical student. 

In every part of the world where geological investiga- 
tions have been made, the rocks hitherto enumerated have 
generally been found, and always in the same determinate 
order, with the exception of that occasional irregularity 
before alluded to amongst the ignigenous rocks. ‘They 
occupy, also, more extensive areas than the rocks which 
have succeeded to them, from which it may be inferred 
that the causes which produced them were more intensely 
in action. Granite is every where. The body of the 
great Himalaya chain in India is gneiss; it abounds also 
in the most northern known lands, in the Andes, the 
Alps, and the Pyrenees. In Western Africa the rocks for- 
ming the banks of the Rokelle are granite, gneiss, mica 
slate, and the lower slates. Upon the northern Atlantic 
frontier of the United States, the whole series of these last- 
mentioned rocks can be traced, alternating variously with 
each other, uninterruptedly to the western lines of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut, with the exception of the carbon- 
iferous sandstone along the line of the Connecticut river. 
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Further south, the same zone of primordial rocks is to be 
observed from the falls of the rivers that empty into the 
Atlantic, to the extensive Atlantic® primary chain,*em- 





= 

*In my report of last year, at page 33, the necessity of giving a gen- 
eral name to this chain was urged, on account of the confusion pro 
duced by the various designations it receives in different localities, 
such as Blue rigde, Allegany mountain, Iron mountain, Unaka, &c.; 
and Atlantic Primary Chain was proposed as expressing its general 
and predominant character. The mineral structure of this chain has 
never been thoroughly examined, but, at numerous points where | 
have visited it, it varies from the primordial rocks to some of the 
members of the Silurian system. At West Point, where it is divided 
by the Hudson river, the predominant character is gneiss ; at Harper’s 
Ferry, it is a variety of stratified slates; in Madison vounty, Virginia, 
it consists of the members of the lower Cambrian rocks, very much 
studded with points .f native copper, with a belt of porphyritic granite 
running at its eastern base. In other parts of this chain I have observ- 
ed quartzose sandstones and conglomerates prevailing, of undoubted 
aqueous origin; whilst, in some districts, slates of a green quartzose 
character contain, imbedded and mixed up and alternating with them, 
true porphyritic masses. This admixture of rocks, to which different 
origins are attributed, appeared to me to justify a designation for this | 
chain which expressed, in some degree, its predominant mineral char- 
acter. The only proper use which those who write on this subject, at 
present, can make of theoretical terms, is to give the greatest decree 
of perspicuity to what they say. ‘The terms primary and primordial 
are, undoubtedly, always very properly applied to the lower rocks, to 
which an igneous origin has been attributed; but may fairly be ex- | 
tended to any series of rocks constituting a great geographical boun- | 
dary, to which they give a predominating character, especially at a pe 
riod when the term Transition is passing into disuse, and leaves the 
terin Primary freed from theoretical views, to class all the rocks in be 
low the secondary order. I have felt myself authorized to do this by 
the example of one of the most distinguished men of this age. Profes 
sor Sedgwick, of Cambridge, England, in his “ Introduction to the gen- 
eral structure of the Cambrian mountains,” (Transaction of the Geo- | 
logical Society of London, vol. 4, part J, page 66,) observes: “I believe, 
however, that there is a broad mineralogical distinction between the 
primary stratified rocks (including under that term all stratified | 
rocks inferior w the old red sandstone) and the secondary.” Professor 
Phillips, also, the able and experienced Professor of Geology in King’s 
College, London, has in his Guide to Geology, page 19, classed all the 
rocks beneath the old red sandstone as “ Primary strata,” adding, * It 
is asual to Class the upper systems under the title of ‘Transition strata, | 
and to confine the name of Primary to the nica, schist, and gneiss sys 
tems.” And, at page 72, he says: ** Thus, for example, of the extinct 
crustaceous animals, called Trilobites, the far greater portion of those 
found in England belongs to the primary strala. They also charac- 
terize the primary system of North America.” In fact, he cenerally 
speaks of the beds beneath the carboniferous group as the “ fossilifer- 
ous primary strata,” and, at page 124, distinctly includes al| the beds 
of whatever kiud, constituting what, on account of its geographical sit- 
uation principally, 1 had named “ Aviantic primary chain,” in the fol- 
lowing passage: ‘‘ The older strata are now very generally called pri- 
mary, and an indefinite upper group or portion of them is, by many 
geologists, called the Transition series, as marking a passage from the 
primary to the secondary strata. This is perhaps needless, for such | 
passages are not thought necessary to be marked in other instances 
Our Knowledge of the upper primary (transition) strata of England 
and Wales has been very'much augmented by the recent labors 
of Mr. Murchison.” In speaking of the lowest crystalline rocks, I 
have used, generally, the term Primordial as expressing their place in 
the column, and being free from all theoretical allusion. 

i have been induced to make these observations by seeing. in a geo- 
logical report, made early in the present year, on the geology of Virginia, | 
by a person in the service of that State, aremark arising out of the des- 
ignation I had applied to this chain, expressive of his deep regret that 
Mr. McClure, with others, including myself, should “have indulged 
so rmouch of the spirit of superficial) and precipitate generalization.” | 
shall not express myself, with that writer, that it is “deeply to be re- 
greed” that he should thus voluntarily have exposed his want of in 
formation on the state of the science, as we have too many instances of 
persons, engaged in a new pursuit, endeavoring to draw the public atten- 
tion from their own deficiencies by rash and silly insinuations against 
those who have preceded them. Some more experience as a practical 
geologist may, in the end, teach him that an official report, at least, is 
not the proper place from whence to cast imputations at his senior fel 
low-laborers, and that he who commits so great an error incurs the tisk | 
ef being deemed both superficial and presumptoous. It is to the honor 
of my friend, Mr. McClure, one of the most zealous and disinterested 
geolugists this country ever possessed, and who is now ina distant 
country, that his lucid understanding applied a designation, years ago, 
when the science was first raising its head here,to the district in 
question, which is now found to be perfectly appropriate. The de 

coruin I feel bound to observe upon this occasion, restrains me from ree 
marking further upon the impropriety of converting the geological lit 
erature of this country into a vehicle for impeding the progress of 
gevlogical information. To make the geology of the United States 
Clearly out, there ought to be a unity of purpose amongst our geologists, 
and a perfect harmony of conduct. But, returning to the designation 
which occasioned this note, I think, for the various reasons which have 
been given, that the term Atlantic primary chain is wel adapted ; yet 
if, after a more minute investigation of the chain in its full extent 

which I hope to accomplish hereafter—it shall Le found that the sedi- 
mentary rocks predommate, which I do not believe, the term Aflantic 
chatn may still be preserve d, since it fronts the Atlantic, and differs 


fromm all the other Allegany ridges in iis mineral structure 
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bracing those auriferous slates and other rocks known as 
the gold region of the United States. 

Wherever the geological student finds the strata thrown 
out of the horizontal line, and dipping in any direction, 
he may, with few exceptions, enumerate such beds amongst 
the formations hitherto described, the old red sandstone in- 
clusive. Few of the rocks of the United States lying 
above them in the geological column, are found with the 
planes of their strata making any sensible angle with the 
horizon; and as all stratified masses must be supposed to 
have been deposited with their planes horizontal, we are 
necessarily compelled to inquire why the beds of the low- 
er portion of the column dip at very acute angles, and are 
frequently found vertical, when the others are horizontal. 
The inference is obvious that some disturbing cause op- 
erating from below has thus tilted these beds up, and that 
it prevailed with greater intensity and constancy during 
the earlier geological periods than it has done since the 
deposition of the old red sandstone. This striking differ- 


| ence in the position of the planes of mineral beds belongs 


to a class of geological phenomena so various and import- 
ant, that it is proper in this place to mention some of them, 
that the student, from perceiving how cognate they are to 
each ether, may form his judgment as to the reasonable- 
ness of the cause to which their common origin has, been 
attributed. It will also afford an opportunity of alluding 
to some complicated cases under which rocks sometimes 
present themselves, and which, being deceptive, require 
accurate observation. 

In diagram No. 2, the transverse lines making an an- 
gle of 45 degrees with the horizon, represent the beds for- 
merly deposited in a horizontal plane, tilted up. Such 
rocks are said to dip 45 degrees, and this slope of their 
planes often increases until they are set completely upon 
their edges, and become vertical or perpendicular. But at 
whatever degree they may dip, the uppermost edges of the 
beds thus tilted up always have the same strike or direc- 
lion. When they dip to the east, their edges of course 
run north and south. ‘This phenomenon is a source of 
constant annoyance to those who travel on wheels in the 
Shenandoah valley of Virginia, where the roads, running 
nearly east and west, cross the edges of the upheaved 
limestone beds at right angles. It will not escape the 
reader that in countries where the dip, as frequently oc- 
curs, is constant through a great area of country, the 
strike of the beds, being known, may be useful to travellers 
in doubtful cases, and in the dark, in pursuing their course. 

Amongst the instances where a student is apt to be de- 
ceived by the appearance of stratified beds, if observed at a 
distance, or whilst rapidly passing them, is that of his be- 
ing led to suppose he is among the secondary beds, whilst 
in fact they are highly inclined. He may be passing an 
escarpment from the north, where the stratification, as in 
diagram No. 3, appears to be horizontal, whilst in truth 
it may be highly inclined: therefore, if, whilst in a region 
where the beds have a constant dip, he should unexpect- 
edly come to a section of them where they appear to be 
horizontal, it is always best to stop and examine with 
some care, as, at some turn of the line, or perhaps by 
partially uncovering them, he may discover that the strata 
have a considerable dip, as is exhibited in the diagram. * 

The valley of the Potomac exbibits a great number of 
instructive phenomena connected with the dip of rocks, 
which furnish examples, upon a very large scale, of the 





* At the top of Cacapon mountain, about three miles from Bath, in 
Morgan county, Virginia, there is a rewarkable locality called “ Pros- 
pect R ck” Fron 








the summit of this escarpment there is a very ex 
tensive view of the course of the Potomac river across the inclined 
beds of the country from the great Alleghany mountain, where the 
bituminous coal measures begin. On descending the foot of this 
cliff, and standing in front of the escarpment. the beds apnear hori 
zontal; but at the pass which leads down fr 1 lop, they are seen 


to be tilted up about 18 degrees 
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singular manner in which the causes to which they may 
be attributed have operated upon the whole line from the 
southeast edge of the great western bituminous coal field 
to Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, a distance of 
two hundred miles, and a still greater distance north and 
south of the valley. All the beds, with unimportant ex- 
ceptions, seem to be disposed into anticlinal and synctinal 
lines.* But of these I shall give some interesting instan- 
ces when I come to speak of my excursion up that valley 
on my way to the Northwest Territory last summer. 
There is another case of complication connected with the 
inclined beds, which the student will easily see the great 
importance of. Rocks whose planes are horizontal, or in 
any manner parallel to each other, are called conformable, 
but it frequently occurs that they are unconformable to 
each other. Diagram No. 5 will give an example of this. 
Here the stratum a may represent the new red sandstone 


(see the tabular view) at the surface; and as it most fre- | 
quently, when found, lies superimposed on the bitumi- | 


nous coal measures, it would be consistent with practical 
and theoretical knowledge to dig through it at N for coal, 
the true position of which may be at/. In this case the 
miners, beginning midway of the diagram, and sinking 
their shafts 0 0 o o towards N, might come upon the strata, 
e, f, g, h, which lie at a great angle to a, and are uncon- 


formable to it, having been tilted up into this inclination | 


before the horizontal beds, a, b, c, d, were deposited. All 
this expense would be wasted by unskilful persons ; but an 


- experienced miner, acquainted with practical geology, and 


understanding the reason of this deficiency of the interven- 
ing beds, 5, c, d, beyond the point x, would sink through 
a further towards S, and thus be rewarded by the discovery 
of b, containing coal veins in their regular position. 

The stratified inclined rocks comprehended in the Cam- 
brian and Silurian systems of Europe, which have been 
spoken of, have many of their proper equivalents in the 
various formations which occur up the valley of the Po- 
tomac, between the Great Falls of that river and the south- 
east edge of the great Western coal field, and whose beds 
have been hitherto alluded to by geological writers, as 
constituting the transition and grauwacke rocks of the Al- 


Jeghany ridges and country parallel to them on the south- | 


east. The inspection of this valley is highly favorable to 
the acquisition of just views respecting the geological 
structure of those numerous ridges, sometimes continuous, 
sometimes interrupted, sometimes flexuous, and generally 
anticlinal. An accurate knowledge of their mineral struc- 
ture and true magnetic direction would be of singular im- 
portance to the country. No portion of the territory of 
the United States which I have visited appears to me so 
complicated in its geological structure, or is certainly so 
little known, as the area in question, within which all the 
important beds of anthracite coal are found, and which has 
been supposed,¢ but I believe erroneously, to embrace a 
portion of the bituminous coal field of the Western coun- 
try. 

All the secondary beds of this portion of North America, 
which are not reached by tide-water, are limited by those 
ridges, which have a general parallelism to each other, in a 
direction usually about N. N. E. and 8S. 8S. W. Itis a 
remarkable circumstance, deserving much weight in geo- 
logical theory, that the general magnetic range ofall the 
transition chains of Great Britain, of the south of Scot- 
land, of Devonshire and Cornwall, of Wales, of the Isle of 
Anglesea, and of many parts of the European and other 
portions of the trans-Atlantic continent, has the same line 





* The first of which terms is used to express a line created by a dip 
of the same beds in opposite directions. ‘Thus, a set of beds which in 
one part of a given area of country whose general planes are horizon 
tal, and which lie as at A, iu diagram No. 4, might, in another part of 
the same area, take the form of B, which is anticlinal 

+ See report of the committee of the Senate of Pennsylvania upon 
the subject of the coal trade, 1554.’2 
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of elevation, the longitudinal axes of the principal ridges as 
well as those of the minor ones, tending nearly from N. 
E. to S. W- and several of them having an anticlinal 
structure ; whsIst in many situations the line of direction 
of the carboniferous limestone aud incumbent coal measures 
is, in Great Britain as well as in the American area I am 
treating of, unconformable to the tilted strata below, and 
seldom -deviating many degrees from a horizontal line. 
These parallel ridges come down from the N. N. E. 
through the Middle States, and pursue a S. 8S. W. course, 
until they are cut off in Tennessee by the Cumberland 
mountains, the true eastern limit there of the great West 
ern bituminous coal field. In the State of Pennsylvania 
and in Virginia many of them contain rich deposites of 
anthracite coal, and are apparently prolonged to the south 
in a continuous line, and without material interruption. 
| Yet in places they depart from their parallelism by marked 
deflections from the general course. Occasionally a ridgé 
will slope off and be discontinued, its place being supplied 
| by another ridge holding the same parallel, or deviating 
| somewhat frum it. Sometimes by a sudden flexure they 
| almost double back, and not unfrequently cross the valleys 
| at right angles to the general parallel. In some localities 
the beds are tilted up almost to a perpendicular line, in 
others they are anticlinal; some sections of them give the 
perfect form of an arch, and occasionally they are contort- 
ed and twisted in an undescribable manner. It is difficult 
for any but those who ave practically conversant with the 
complicated state of the geology of this area, to form an 
| adequate conception of the labor and experience requisite to 
| disentangle the complex phenomena which present them- 
selves in passing through any sectional line of this system 
| of ridges. Many proprietors, deceived by the apparent 
continuity of a particular line of elevation containing valu- 
able deposites at other points, have, from slight indications 
of coal and iron apon their lands, imagined themselves, by 
anticipation, in possession of inexhaustible resources, and 
capital has been vainly expended to bring them into action. 
| Others, from finding coal in the anthracitic area, having 
_ slight bituminous properties, have jumped at once to the 
+ conclusion that the locality was comprehended within the 


' 


limits of the Western bituminous coal field, that the coal 
| at greater depths would have all the qualities of the best 
| bituminous coal, and would justify a great expenditure of 
capital to get it to the Atlantic cities.* 

These mistakes are natural, for we easily believe in what 
we desire. It is impossible in our present defective state 
of information, without a map which accurately gives the 
| magnetic course of the ridges, to form any but a conjectural 
| opinion whether the anthracite coal of Alleghany, in Vir- 
| ginia, is connected by a particular line of direction with 
| any one of the great deposites of Pennsylvania; and any 
landholder who has not had leisure to pay much attention 
to practical geology, and who has been told that anthracite 
| is always non-bituminous, is readily to be excused when, 
| upon finding bituminous cual on his lands, he comes to the 
| willing conclusion that they are within the great bitumin- 
ous coal field. The public mind can only be properly en- 
lightened on such important subjects by minute and ac- 
curate surveys condueted by men of approved experience. 
All the complexity of the phenomena I have spoken of 
would then be reduced to an intelligible and instructive 
system; the topographical position of the ridges would be 
accurately laid down, their mineralogical character would 


| 
| 
‘ 
{ 
| 
‘ 


* Mr. Richard C. Taylor, in his valuable paper “on the relative 
position of the transition and secondary coal formations in Pennsy|- 
vania,and description of some transition coal and bituminous a! 
thracite,”? &c., has sufficiently proved that the supposed bituminous 
veins of Broad-top wountain, Bedford county, Pennsylvania, belong t 
the anthracite region (See Transactions of the Geological Society of 
Pennsylvania, vol. 1, part 2d, page 177, 1535.) These bituminous 
anthracites were mentioned in my report of last year, pace 24, amoncst 
' the instances which show a progression in the quality of coals incot 
sistent with the general opinion entertained of their vegetable or 
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be truly described, every locality would be identified and 
have its proximate mineral value fixed. 

The next formation succeeding to the old red sandstone, 
both in Europe and America, is the carboniferous lime- 
stone, the base of a group of coal-bearing beds, in which 
the coal is most developed in the superior member, which 
has consequently received the distinct name of coal meas- 
ures. ‘The order in which the members of this group suc- 
ceed each other in both hemispheres, is represented in the 
following table; * the agreement in the mutual order of 
succession of the beds of this series is not more remarkable 
than that which prevails in the lower part of the column. 
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Although there is a true succession of the beds just 
enumerated in this group, yet it by no means occurs that 
the members of the group are all found in the countries 
where the formations even exist. In some instances many 
of the beds are entirely deficient, and in numerous cases 
they are extremely thick, whilst in others scarce a trace of 
them appears even to have been deposited. In some coun- 
tres the coal measures are entirely distinct from the mill- 
stone grit and shale, and carboniferous limestone, whilst in 
others they are almost blended together by alterations of 
sandstones, limestones, and shales. In the State of Mary- 
land, pursuing the road from Hancock to Frostburg, near 





* The European part is taken from Mr. Phillips's admirable work 
**Tilustrations of the Geology of Yorkshire,’ p. 11, London, 1836, 
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Cumberland, the carboniferous limestone does not develop 
itself, as in the Western country, in extensive horizontal 
areas. On leaving the highly inclined Silurian rocks, red 
shales and sandstones succeed to each other. At Flintstone 
there are beds of limestone containing abundance of organic 
remains having a strong affinity to those of the carbonifer- 
ous limestone, but to these immediately succeed alternating 
sandstones, shales, and slaty limestones; and thus the 
country rises from Cumberland to Frostburg, about 1,300 
feet, where is one of the richest and most regular develop- 
ments of the coal measures in the United States, with lit- 
| tle indication, except what is gathered from fossils, of that 
| carboniferous limestone which has such a splendid extension 
| in varidus parts of the Western country, and through 
which the Mississippi flows more than a thousand miles.” 
It is the very reverse of the picture which the same forma- 
| tions present on descending the country from the Cumber- 
| land mountains, by the way of Sparta, to Nashville, in 
: Tennessee. At the summit of those mountains, the sand- 
stone contains nothing more than indications of bituminous 
| coal, whilst, on descending, the carboniferous limestone 
| immediately develops itself, in great force, to a depth 
| of eight hundred feet, to where the Cumberland river loses 
| itself in Ohio ; resembling in a degree the calcareous masses 
in England and Wales which have given rise to the name 
of mountain limestone. The conglomerates likewise, which 
in some parts of the country alternate with the lower beds 
of the carboniferous limestone, in others are entirely de- 
tached from it, and form the upper bed of the old red sand- 
stone, as is more frequently the case in Europe. These 
local differences in the condition of proximate beds, whilst 
| they show an irregularity of action in particular localities, 
prove that the same cause to which they owe their origin 
operated to produce these analogous deposites in both 
hemispheres. Extreme as the difference is between the 
| state and extent of the carboniferous limestone in various 
parts of the United States, it is equally remarkable in Eu- 
rope, especially in Great Britain. There, no district where 
| this formation prevails, can scarcely be said to furnish a 
perfect mineral type to compare with that of any other part 
of the country, so much are the calcarevus deposites varied 
by alternations of shale, the thinning out of beds, and 
other incidents. An adequate knowledge of the organic 
remains belonging to this formation will however be a suffi- 
cient guide to the student to identify the deposite. 
| ‘The great purity of most of the beds of the carboniferous 
| limestone furnishes strong evidence that they have been de- 
posited from mineral waters holding carbonate of lime in 
chemical solutions as we find them doing in our times. It 
is true some of the beds are intermixed with argillaceous 
matter, and hence become less fitted for economical pur- 
poses; but this circumstance disposes to the belief that 
| these strata had their origin from below, rather than from 
the destruction of pre-existent continents, an opinion which 
| some have entertained, since, in this latter case, the hete- 
rogeneous admixture must have been more general. A 
great number of the beds are loaded with nodules and 
layers of chert, resembling, in a remarkable degree, in 
their connexion with the limestone, the manner in which 
detached masses and layers of flint are found lying in the 
chalk formation. The beds of the Cumberland river, two 
| or three miles above Nashville, and those near Hercula- 
| neum, on the Mississippi, furnish striking instances, es- 
} pecially at this last-named place, of the paralic! disposition 
| of the cherty layers. 

The next formation in the series is the millstone grit 
and shale, the inferior part of which, when well defined, 
consists of shales, with occasional beds of limestone and 
coal. ‘The upper part is made up of coarse sandstones or 
grit, with pebbles of quartz. 


This is an extensive forma- 





* This is the preponderating formation 


{ Ireland 
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tion in England, occupying a considerable area in the cen- 
tral parts of that country, between the 53d and 54th paral- 
lels of latitude, where it divides the great coal field of the 
large manufacturing towns, and runs up alongside of the 
carboniferous limestone to the coal measures of the northern 
counties. As it proceeds to the north, its character is less 
defined and the formations between which it lies run 
more immediately into each other, presenting regular 
strata of limestone, with numerous subordinate beds of 
coal. In the United States the millstone grit and shale is 
cut through by the Cumberland river, in Whitely county, 
Kentucky, to a depth of 700 feet; the conglomerate part 
being about 500 feet thick, and the shale, with three hori- 
zontal good veins of bituminous coal, each from three and 
a half to four and a half feet thick, being about 200 feet. 
At the gap of Will’s mountain, in the vicinity of Cumber- 
land, there is a fine exhibition of this formation, in an es- 
carpment between 800 and 990 feet. ‘The inferior is a red- 
dish chocolate-colored shale, of which the superior and 
greater portion is a gray quartzose sandstone. On rising 


vania, the quartzose conglomerate incumbent on the shale 
is found near the summit. Mr. R. C. Taylor, in his in- 
structive paper accompanying ‘‘ a section of the Alleghany 
mountain and Moshannon valley, in Centre county, Penn- 
sylvania,”’ ¢-notices the same ‘‘conglomerate rock or pud- 


coarse grit,” as underlying the inferior beds of the bitumi- 
nous coal measures, 

The coal measures usually consist of repeated alterna- 
tions of micaceous sandstones in thick beds, or, when thin- 
ner, in incoherent lamina, alternating with shales; shales, 
beds of iron stone, fire clay, bituminous coal, ane occasional 
beds of limestone. In these circumstances, the great coal 
fields of South Wales, central England, northern England, 
Scotland, Ireland, and the other great coal countries of Eu- 
rope all agree. ‘There is perhaps not a section to be ob- 
tained from any mine in any of these districts, for which 
something like an equivalent could not be found in the other 
districts, as to their general approximating character. The 
veins vary in width, from seams of a minute proportionate 
part of an_inch to upwards of thirty feet, and, together with 
the veins of ironstone and argillaceous iron ores, consti- 
tute, as is generally known, a most important part of the 
wealth of the British empire. The structure of the Western 
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be regretted, except, perhaps, on the score of the fine free. 
stones they include ; but nothing, as will hereafter be seen, 
can exceed the surprising interest which the organic re 
mains embraced in them have excited. 

We now come to @ series of formations consti! uting the 
new red sandstone group, which varies very much in its 
structure in different portions of Europe. ‘The whole group, 
however, may be divided into five portions—the variega- 
ted maris of the Vosges in France, the muschelkalk of 
Wurtemberg and other parts of Germany, the new red or 
variegated sandstone, the magnesian limestone or zeche- 
stein, and the Exeter red conglomerate or todtliegende. 
These will be briefly noticed in the ascending order. 

The Exeter red conglomerate, or supposed equivalent of 
lodtliegendes, is a conglomerate formed of beds which have 
preceded it, fragments of the carboniferous limestone form 
ing a considerable portion of its structure. It is called in 
Germany todtliegende or dead stratum, in contradistinction 
to a bed of copper slate which rests upon it, and which is 


| worked for the metal it affords, itself producing none. 
the Alleghany mountain* from Shellburgh, in Pennsyl- | 


| in England and Germany. 


| of the zechsteint of Germany. 


The magnesian limestone or zéchstein varies very much 
Professor Sedgwick® has «e- 
scribed this formation with great ability and detail as it ex 
ists in the north of England, considering it the equivalent 
In Nottingham, Derby- 


shire, Yorkshire, and Durham, however, it differs essential- 
ding stone, composed of white quartz pebbles, set in a | 


_ forty to fifty feet. 


bituminous coal measures of the United States resembles | 


closely those of Europe, except in the circumstances that 
they are not so much dislocated by disturbances from be- 
low ; and one of the objects of this sketch of the structure 
of the geological column being principally to show the gen- 
eral agreement in the order of the succession of rocks in both 
hemispheres which the coal itself makes sufficiently mani- 
fest, I shall defer the particular consideration of the coal 
measures of this country to another part of this report. 
Being now arrived at the point where that deficiency in 
the United States of no less than twenty-one important 
strata of European rocks, estimated to contain a geological 
thickness of 5,500 feet, commences, beginning with the 
Exeter red conglomerate, and ending with the weald clay, 


the first to point out, in the year:1828,) I shall merely ad- 
vert to the prominent characters of the different mineral beds, 
that any student into whuse hands this report may come, 
may have an opportunity of applying those characters to 
any rocks he may meet with, which are not in accordance 
with those of the rocks hitherto alluded to. In an economi- 
cal point of view, the formations in question, not contain- 
ing the precious metals, or much of the useful ones, or em- 
bracing any important deposite of cual, are not so much to 


* This is the general name given tothat lofty ridce which separ- 
ates the bituminous coal measures from all other Alles hany ridges 
+ Monthty American Journal of Gevlogy and Natural Science p. 493, 


| and thin beds of quartzose sandstone. 


ly in structure and arrangement, consisting of marly slates 
and compact and shelly limestones, with a great central de- 
posite of yellow magnesian limestone, both compact and 
laminated. Some of the beds have an extraordinary quan- 
tity of magnesia contained in them, whilst others, with ir- 
regular concretions of crystalline limestone, have no mag- 
nesia, but occasionally an oolitic structure. The fossil 
fishes found in this formation resemble those of the kupfer- 
schiefer, or copper slate of Germany. The German beds 
of this formation are provincially called ‘‘ asche,” (the 
loose marl, ) ‘‘ stinkstein,” (fetid limestone, ) rauchwache, 
zechstein, and kupferschiefer. The rauchwache, when 
very porous or rather cellular, has often a thickness of from 
The kupferschiefer has a mean thick- 
ness, in the Mansfeldt country in Thuringia, Franconia, 
and the Hartz, of about one foot. 

* The new red or variegated sandstone is named after the 
colors red, white, blue, and green, which distinguish this 
rock In some parts of Germany it includes conglomerates. 
Rocksalt and gypsum are found in it. Occasionally the mica 
it contains is sufficiently abundant to render it schistose. 

The muschelkalk, which is deficient in Great Britain, 
is a gray compact limestone, passing into marls. 

The variegated marls of the Vosges pass into the lias, 
the superincumbent formation. ‘They are generally of a 
red and greenish color, and contain dark schistose seams 
Salt and gypsum 


are found in the inferior part. The passage of this rock 


; into the lias is not marked in England by these character- 


istic marls. If there are any rocks in the United States 
which deserve to be examined with the most precise accu- 
racy, with a view to institute a comparison with the mem- 


| bers of this group, I should point to those which are inclu- 
both inclusive, (a very remarkable deficiency, which I was 


ded in Mr. Hitchcock’s paper 4on the geology of the Con- 
necticut, where, amidst red argillaceous schistose sandstone, 


| im the vailey of the Connecticut, fossil fish are found in a 


| bed of bituminous shale of a mean thickness of about ten 
| feet. 


Mr. Hitchcock states in that paper that Mr. Brog- 
niart was of opinion the Connecticut formation kad the 
strongest resemblance to that of the bituminous mar! slates 


* Transactions of the Geological Society of London, vol. 3, part 3, 
“On the geological relations and internal structure of the magnesian 
limestone, and the lower portions of te new red sandstone series, &c 
By the Rev. Adam Sedgwick,” &c. 

+ Formerly the provincial name of asingle | 
name of a series of beds. 

+ Sillimans’s Journal, vol. 6, p, 73. 
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of the copper mines in the country of Mansfeldt and Hesse, 
and that he did not consider the occurrence of thin beds or 
veins of coal as opposed to his opinion, which of course 
was founded upon description and upon specimens. These 
seams of coal are thin, not exceeding one inch, yet suffi- 
ciently numerous to have induced Mr. Hitchcock, in his 
minute and admirable paper for the period in which it was 
drawn up, (1822,) to name it the coal formation, a term 
which invites a great deal of investigation, on account of 
the great value of the results connected with it. I would 
rémark here, that the occurrence of seams of bituminous 
coal by no means identifies the rocks in which they are 
found with the regular coal measures, since, without speak- 
ing of other portions of the geological column, it is stated 
by Professor Pusch* that seams of coal from three to 
twenty-five inches thick are found in Poland between the 
muschelkalk and the oolitic series, in the very group now 
under consideration—a circumstance which strengthens the 
analogy between this group in Europe and the coal forma- 
tion of Connecticut. ‘To this may be added the important 
fact of the presence of copper in both formations, which, 
although existing under different conditions in each of them, | 
may have been produced in each by the same cause. In 
Germany the copper is obtained from the stratum of slate | 
in which it is distributed, and which, as has before been 
observed, reposes upon the conglomerate bed below ; whilst 
in Connecticut the carboniferous rocks alternate with intru- | 
sive rocks, and the copper, according to Mr. Hitchcock, is 
**found on the margin of the greenstone and coal forma- 
tion, and the veins always pass, either laterally or perpen- 
dicularly, from one rock into the other.” The presence of 
the copper, in both instances, is probably owing to the dis- 
turbance which in the one instance produced the con 
glomerate on which the kupfersciefer rests, and in the | 
other to the intrusion of the greenstone beds amongst the 
beds of the coal formation, laying, frequently at an angle | 
of 40 degrees with the horizon, beds which originally were | 
deposited on a horizontal line. My own observations of 
these Connecticut carboniferous beds, which have been 
made at various intervals, whilst passing too rapidly through 
the country, have led me to the opinion that they form part | 
of the regular coal measures very partially deposited in this | 
portion of the United States. 

The lias is considered to be the lowest formation of the 
oolitic series of rocks, so called from the calcareous beds of | 
the series being distinguished by the general prevalence of | 
a peculiar structure, their substance being more or less 
composed of small ovula or concentric egg-form grains of | 
carbonate of lime, resembling the roe of a fish, from which 
resemblance it was usual once amongst mineralogists to de- 
nominate oolite rock roestone.t In Great Britain, and on 
the continent of Europe, this formation has a very general 
character, sometimes masses of argillaceous marls predom- 
inating, and at other times, especially in the lower portions 
of the formation, beds of limestone, with an occasional 
oolitic structure. In England this deposite traverses the 
whole kingdom, the general direction being east of north, 
in a somewhat curved line, from near 59° 30’ to about 
54° 30’ north latitude. In that country the mass of the 

| 





deposite consists of a blue clay, somewhat bituminous and 
exceedingly pyritiferous, containing numerous courses of 
iron stone and septarious nodules. Arenaceous limestones 
and beds of sandstones are inclosed in this, and, towards 
the bottom, very characteristic beds of pure blue and white | 
limestones, useful as lithographic stones. This structure | 
of the mass gives it an external appearance, which distin- 
guishes it se much from all other formations and groups 
that it isimpossible to mistake itscharacters. But the sur- 
prisingly interesting organic remains which are entombed 





* Journal de Geologie. 


_t Some beds of the carboniferous limestone are oolitic in the United 
States, which is the cage in the same formation in Europe 
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in it, and which will be hereafter alluded to, iave establish- 
ed its still more general character, wherever it has been ob- 
served. [I have not seen any thing resembling it in any 
part of the United States.* 

It will be evident to alf who consider the general structure 
of the oolitic series, that it could not have escaped obser- 
vation had it existed within those parts of the United States 
which are known to geologists ; for, taking it as a mass, as 
it is found in Europe, where, from local causes perhaps, 
some of its members are irregularly distributed, it presents 
three distinct argillo-calcareous deposites of a mean thick- 
ness of about five hundred feet, alternating with other de- 
posites of a calcareous and sometimes arenaceous structure. 
These three argillaceous masses are the lias, the Oxford 
clay, and Kimmeridge clay, and the causes which deposi- 
ted them have been so general as to have been simultane- 
ously in action in England, France, and Germany. 

Some of the English writers have found it convenient to 
separate the oolitic series into four divisions, placing the 
Portland oolite and the Kimmeridge clay in the first divi- 
sion, (descending order, ) the coral rag and Oxford clay in 
the second, the cornbrash, the forest marble, the Bradford 
clay, the great oolite, the fuller’s earth, and inferior oolite, 
in the third, and the lias in the fourth. 

The third division, now about to be noticed, is generally 
called the lower or bath oolite formation, on account of 
the beauty and value, for architectural purposes, of the 
freestone taken from the great oolite bed near bath. 

The inferior volite is in some places an arenaceous de- 
posite, sometimes superimposed by limestones, with occa- 


| sional oolitic iron ore, and underlies a stratum of pure 


aluminous earth, called fuller’s earth. In Yorkshire this 


| bed is ferruginous and shelly in its fracture, and is subja- 
| cent to sandstones and shales, with seams of bituminous coal. 


The fuller’s earth is not a generahdeposite, but is found 
very valuable in the useful arts. 

The great oolite is the distinguishing member of this 
division, and furnishes the freestone for the public and pri- 
vate buildings at Bath, in England, as well as in Norman- 
dy and other parts of the continent. 

The Bradford clay is a partial deposite, remarkable for 
its very perfect specimens of apiucrinites rotundus, or the 
round, pear-shaped encrinite. 

The forest marble is a coarse, shelly, oolitic limestone, 
associated with sands aud sandy accretions. It is a remark- 
able bed in the geological history of the series for having 
produced the first specimen of a quadruped, the didelphis 
bucklandi, an extinct species of opossum. 

The cornbrash is a coarse, shelly limestone, owing its 
somewhat dissonant name to the facility with which it dis- 
integrates and yields to the plough, being, according to the 
old provincial term, brashy or breaky enough to enable the 
plough to prepare the surface, where this rock prevails, for 
wheat, always called corn in England. In Yorkshire the 
sandstones, shales, and seams of coal repeated, are sub- 
jacent to this stratum, and are conceded to be the equiva- 
lents of Mr. Murchison’s coal seams of Brora, in the 
oolitic group of Scotland, which he first described. 

The Oxford clay is a dense, blue, argillo-calcareous 
mass, including stony beds called Kelloway reck. This 
is an extensive deposite, as well on the continent as in 
England, where, with its associate members of the oolitic 
series, it describes an incurved line through the kingdom, 
following the course of the lias. 





* I do not know whether the writers on American geology, (Silliman’s 
Juurnal, Oct. 1335, Jan. 1836,) who still continue to describe various 
members of the carboniferous limestone as the equivalent of the lias. 
have ever been in Europe and have examined the lias beds there t 
should think not. Having had sufficient opportunities of comparing 
the American localities referred to, with the lias in various parts of 


Europe, I can but repeat that the characteristic fossils of the lias have 
not been seen here, and that the mineral affinities of the American 
beds in question, as well as their fossils, class them beyond a doubt in 


the carboniferoys limestone 
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The coral rag is an oolitie rock, lying between an up- 
per and lower calcareous grit in the north of England. 
The ovula are frequently as large as peas, which has oc- 
casioned the rock in certain localities to be called pisolite. 
This deposite is remarkable in some lecalities for its abun- 
dance of coral structure, and deserves notice as separating 
those two great argillo-calcareous deposites betwixt which 
it lies. 

The Kimmeridge clay is a calcareous clay, of a blue 
color, which, like the other great argillaceous deposites, 
contains septaria, besides lignites. 

The Portland oolite is the bed which produces the fine 
freestone called in England Portland stone; it is found 
both compact and oolitic, is disposed to be cherty, and con- 
tains, towards the bottom, green sandy beds. 

The Purbeck limestone is superincumtent to the oolitic 
series; its general structure is clays, embracing beds of 
limestone with ironstone. 

The Hastings sand consists of various colored sands 
and sandstones, containing lignites and coarse grits. 


| 
| 


The weald clay, so denominated from the weald of Sus- | 


sex, is a stiff, slaty clay, containing ironstone, alternating 
towards the bottom with sands, and embracing beds of 
fresh-water limestone. 


Ww 
e have now reached the cretaceous group, where we 


again find an appearance of equivalents in this country to | 


the European formations. The lower part of this group | 
has been usually called the green sand formation, from its | 


abounding in green-colored grains, which, upon analysis, 
give silex, protoxide of iron, alumine and potash. ‘They 


are the distinguishing mineral characteristics of its struc- | 


ture wherever it has been observed, but do not obtain in | 


' 


the central portion of the formation, where a strong bed of | 


arenaceous and calcareous clay, called gault, divides it into 
three portions, the dgwer green sand, the gault, and the 
upper green sand. 

The lower green sand is very ferruginous, containing 
beds of sand more indurated towards the bottom, with 
limestone in some localities. 

The gault isa bed of grayish blue clay, effervescing 
strongly, and containing fossils which have a very fine na- 
cre frequently. 

The upper green sand is a mass of stratified sands, .con- 
taining a large portion of the green grains, and occasion- 
ally green or reddish nodules, which upon analysis have 
yielded phosphates in great proportions. Thick regular 
seams of chert are alsu sometimes found in it. 


the lower chalk, and the upper chalk, all of which appear 
to be deficient in the United States. The mineralogical 
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that line, if not upon the whole of it, on the lowest beds 
ef the primary order, so that the line itself may be consid- 
ered as representing the shore of the ancient ocean which 
deposited these beds. The localities of these beds in the 
United States are New Jersey, some points on the left 
bank of the Potomac river, Maryland, and near Coggin’s 
point, on the right bank of James river, Virginia, where 
they are generally covered over by the tertiary. Farther 
south the coast lies so low that the inferior beds of the ter- 
tiary are below the water level, but, scarce as natural sec- 
tions are, the beds sometimes reappear as the country rises 
in the interior, and at Prairie bluff, on the Alabama river, 
and in the neighboring country, are rich in the subcreta- 
ceous fossils. From thence they may be traced at various 
points along this ancient shore, on the west ot the Ten- 
nessee river, in Arkansas, in Hempstead and Sevier coun- 
ties, westward, to the Kiamesha, near Fort Towson, and 
so on up the False Washita, till the line deflects to the 
north and runs up to the Black hills, terminating probably 
south of the Mandan country. 

The last three deposites of the column forming the ter- 
tiary order have also their representatives in this country, 
their mineral character, taking them in a mass, having a 
strong general resemblance, which is completely establish- 
ed by their organic contents, and their common position, 
so near the surface, in the geological column ; but, in the 
numerous parts of the world where they occur, the series 
of clays and sanda and imperfect limestones which they 
exhibit, are so irregularly distributed, that no one locality 
can be set up as a general type. Formerly, their mineral 
character was principally relied upon for their classifica- 
tion, but of late a new arrangement has been applied to 
them, the basis of which is their supposed proximity to the 
present order of nature, evidenced by the respective pro- 
portions of fossil shells they contain of species which exist 
at present. Of this a fuller explanation will be given. 

Before any thing further is said of the lower division of 
the tertiary, it is proper to remark that the opinion which 
prevailed some time ago that there was a distinct separa- 
tion between the superior part of the chalk and the lowest 
bed of the tertiary, as if geological causes had ceased for a 
while, has been brought into doubt by more extended in- 
vestigations. It was known long ago that the surface of 
the chalk had been greatly abraded, and the beds of plastic 
clay which succeed to it in some parts of England are ex- 
ceedingly loaded with nodules of flint washed oat of it. 


| The deposite of Mont St. Pierre, also in the Maestricht 
The upper part of this group consists of the chalk marl, | 


characters of these two last members of the cretaceous | 


group are so well known, the carbonate of lime of which 


they consist, on account of its pure white color and its | 
loose state of induration, being so conspicuously different | 


from any other known mineral, that the student is in no 
need for any other guide to assist him in discriminating be- 
tween this and any other rocks he may meet. They have 
not yet been noticed in any part of the United States. 
This is not the case with the lower members of the creta- 
ceous group, which form a very extensive but very irregular 
line from New Jersey to the neighborhood of the Mandan 
country, in about latitude 47° north, a line which was 
more particularly noticed in my report of last year.* This 
lower division of the cretaceous group for a great portion 


of this distance has a common mineral character not much | 
dissimilar to that of the came deposites in Europe ; but the | 


agreement in the fossil bodies found in it is so strong as 
to leave no doubt whatever of our having the equivalents 
of the green sand formation of Europe in the United 
States. There are also satisfactory reasons for believing 
that these beds are deposited for much the greater part of 
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district on the continent, which differs from the chalk and 
the lowest tertiary beds, having a distinct mineral charac- 
ter, and containing fossils not common to the chalk, show- 
ed a real passage from the chalk to the tertiary. Similar 
observations have been made in other parts of Europe. 
There is a most interesting paper connected with this sub- 
ject in the Transactions of the Geological Society of Lon- 
don, vol. 3, part 2d, accompanied with plates of the Gosau 
and Styria fossils, and a fine lithographic view of the val- 
ley of Gosau, in the Salzburgh Alps, by Mrs. Charlotte 
Murchison. In this paper Professor Sedgwick and Mr. 
Murchison, after a careful examination of a series of beds 
lying between the chalk and the tertiary, have, after a se- 
cond investigation’ made by Mr. Murchison for that pur- 
pose, come to the decision that a series of blue marls, al- 
ternating with compact limestone and calcareous grit, are 
independent of and intermediate between the chalk and 
the lowest known beds of the tertiary. The developments 
of the tertiary beds are so numerous in this country, that 


| a similar passage may hereafier be recognised here. 


The lower tertiary formation is subdivided into the 
London clay and the plastic clay. The bed called plastic 
clay of the English geologists is found, as well as that in 
the vicinity of Paris, lying upon the chalk, yet the French 
deposite, from which it takes its name, is a true clay, ap- 
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plicable to the plastic uses of the potter, resembling the 
colored clays near Newcastle, Delaware, whilst the depos- 
ite in the environs of London consists of beds of flint and 
pebbles alternating with sands and clay, yet has received 
the name of plastic clay, because it occupied the same ge- 
ological position with the French deposite. 

The London clay is the great, dark-colored, argillaceous 
mass upon which the city of London stands. Its mineral | 
character, however, varies: calcareous beds, with fossils, 
are enclosed in it, with large septaria. Although these 
two clays have acquired distinct names, yet there appears 
nothing in their mineral character, which warrants this 
distinction being kept up, or their being considered other | 
than as a series of clays, Where the fossils preponderate in | 
the upper part, and the sand and pebbles in the lower. 
This is the eocene group of Mr. Lyell, a compound Greek 
term, expressive of the dawn of the present order of na- | 
ture, a small proportion of the fossils contained in it be- 
longing to species now found living. 

The middle tertiary or miocene beds have their best | 
type in France, and comprehend the lower fresh water, 
the upper marine, and the upper fresh water of the vicin- 
ity of Paris. The lower fresh water contains siliceous 
limestone, with gypsum and the bones of the palctherea 
and other extinct animals, and fresh-water muarls. ‘The 
upper marine consists of gypseous marls, sands and sand- | 
stones, and marine marls and limestone. The upper 
fresh water contains millstone without shells, and fresh 
water marls. ‘The term mitocene is expressive of an in- | 
creased number of recent shells in its deposites, but that 
they are in a minority as to numbers. 

The upper tertiary or pliocene includes the tertiary beds 
of Sicily, the crag of Norfolk and Suffolk, in England, and 
the sub-Appenine marls. These last consist of various 
deposites of marl, with sand abounding in fossil shells, of | 
which upwards of 40 per cent. belong to existing species. 
The crag is found sometimes lying on the London clay, 
sometimes on the chalk. It is a sort of ancient beach, 
where sand, gravel, earth, red ferruginous sand with ochre- 
ous nodules, and coarse white and other sands, containing 
vast quantities of fossil shells, succeed to each other. The 
proportion of recent shells is about the same as that found | 
in the sub-Appenine beds, and they are, therefore, deemed 
to be of the same age. The tertiary beds uf Sicily consist | 
of stratified marine deposites of clay, sand, and limestone, 
at great heights above the sea, and which contsin 95 per 
cent. of existing species. ‘The term pliocene expresses a 
majority of recent shells to be present. 

These tertiary beds, which occupy so large a portion of 
the surface of Europe, are well developed in the United | 
States, and extend as far to the south as the country has 
been exomined, usually accompanying the subcretaceous | 
beds, and covering a prodigious area towards the Atlantic, 
south of the State of New York. The vast deposites of 
tertiary shells in this area are now in situations where they 
are accessible, usefully applied to agricultural purposes, 
especially in New Jersey, Marvland, and Virginia. The 
mineral character of the deposites in which these -fossils 
are found, is often formed by various-colored clays of a 
very unctious character, occasionally divided by thin 
ferruginous seams, sometimes abounding with minute 
crystals of selenite, at other times containing very large 
aggregate crystals, all of which appear to owe their origin | 
to the organic bodies superincumbent to them. Sorne- | 
times, as in the banks of the Choptank river, in ‘Talbot | 
county, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, beds of fossil 
shells of various genera, with a very slight proportion of | 
marly earth strewed amongst them, rise from 15 to 20 feet 
by the water side, whilst in other proximate localities ex- 
tensive areas seem to be formed of nothing but fossil oysters. 
Other localities, containing a great profusion of these fos- 
sils, are found in the vicinity of Piney Point, a summer 
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bathing-place on the Maryland side, about twenty miles 
from the mouth of the Potomac. Fine exhibitions of this 
kind, also, are seen on the right bank of James river, Vir- 
ginia, extending southeast from the vicinity of City Point, 
wherever the banks are high enough. Occasionally cal- 
careous masses are found irregularly distributed beneath the 


| greenish argillaceous marls, containing the impressions of 


shells only, as if their caleareous substance had been car- 
ried below by the constant percolation of water. These 
appearances, varying with the localities, are common to all 
the shell deposites of the tide-water districts of the South- 
ern country, and may be traced, associated with the sub- 
cretaceous beds, the whole extent of the line defined by 
them. Little has been done hitherto to class these various 
beds according to the intelligent system proposed by Mr. 
Lyell. This is a task requiring the devotion of much time, 
by individuals possessing a minute knowledge of conchol- 
ogy, and which cannot be achieved in a very short period. * 

The geological column, of which this slight sketch has 
been given, finishes with the superficial soil upon which 
we live. This consists either of the detritus of pre-exist- 
ing beds brought into its place by the agency of water, or 
of the decomposed parts of rocks in place, the decomposi- 
tion of which has been effected by external causes. 

In the preceding pages it has been mainly the intention 
of the writer to effect three things: to furnish some guide 
to the student for the discrimination of beds; to show thst 
the strata, with the exception of the intrusive rocks, have 
come into their places after an invariable succession ; and 
that the resemblance between the members of this succes- 
sion in the United States and the order of the European 


| strata is su strong as to warrant the inference that they 


have been produced by similar and contemporaneous causes. 
In the remarks which yet remain to be made, other re- 
markable proofs will be produced of these truths, derived 
principally from the organic bodies found in these strata. 
It cannot escape an observer that the rocks upon the habit- 


| able surface of the earth, and frequently at an elevation of 


many thousand feet above the level of the ocean, contain 
fossil shells and the impressions of animals that could 


| only have existed in salt water; in sume instances the 


beds are almost entirely composed of them.+ Such rocks, 
then, must have been covered for long periods of time by 
the ocean. More extensive observation would show that 
the greater part of the surface of the earth, if not the 
whole, has once been in that situation. The student will 
now find himself zealously engaged in an inquiry concern 
ing the causes which have either raised the bottom of the 
ocean from its ancient level, or depressed it to enable the 
waters to recede. Happily, the progress which has been 
made in the investigation of facts will enable him in our 
day to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, without having 
recourse to any hypothesis whatever. ‘To explain this 
briefly and succinctly, it must be premised that we can 
have no practical knowledge of the structure of the earth 
beyond the depth of its superficial crust, whilst the semi- 
diameter of the earth exceeds more than five hundred times 
the thickness of that crust. But the mean specific gravity 
of the whole is about double that of the crust—a circum- 


| stance which proves that the interior is not composed of 
| oxydes, as we may suppose the greater portion of the ex- 
| terior to be. 


The contents may partially consist of pon- 
derous bodies, of the nature of metalloids, and great cavi 
ties may. exist there. ‘The existence of volcanic action 
through every part of the known world, eiiher by the erup- 
tion of active volcanoes or by earthquakes, is an assurance 


‘ 
* Mr. T. Conrad possesses the requisite qualifications, and has ac- 
ds, that it would 
be comparatively easy fur him to accomplish it 

ive from the 


+ The limestone near the top, on the north side 
t rige. is full 


foot of which the Bath waters of Morg 
uf remains of encrinites aj ardia. 
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that there must be vast cavities in the interior where igneous 
action is fiercely at work, and of which these volcanoes 
may be considered as the safety-valves. ‘The disturbances 
resulting from earthquakes may be considered as the effect 
of the resistance which the solid parts of the crust of the 
earth oppose to the expansive power striving in those pro- 
found cavities. Applying this power to many phenomena 
of the science, we are able to comprehend what would 
otherwise be incomprehensible. The lowest rocks which 
have yet been met with in penetrating into the crust have 
been of the granite kind; but in ascending to the summits 
of some of the highest mountains, we find them composed 
also of granite. We have no method of explaining this ap- 
parent paradox but in having recourse to this subterranean 
force, and giving due attention to the multiplied evidences 
of its intense exertion. Thus, when we observe some of 
the stratified beds which lie much higher up in the series 


than the granite, reposing at high inclinations upon the | 


flanks of the granite mountains, with accompanying marks 
of violent dislocation, the truth flashes upon us, and we 


perceive that these mountains have once existed at lower | 


levels, and that they have been forced up through the su- 
perincumbent beds. 
existence of a power capable of the mightiest mechanical 
exertions. If earthquakes in our time rend the earth, dis- 


locate its solid parts, and ingulf portions of it in the chasins | 


they produce, what were they not capable of when the sub- 
terranean force, at an early period of the deposition of 
strata, was infinitely more energetic, and had much less 
resistance opposed te it ? 


These conclusions, to which geological opinions have | 
been for some time tending, and which are now universally | 


adopted, are the result, not only of geological observations, 


them every authority when applied to the causes which 
have determined the spheroidal figure of the earth, and the 
state of igneous fluidity it must once have been in to as- 
sume that figure. If this is to be called a theory, it is only 


another name for the incontrovertible result arising from the 


sound generalization of well-ascertained facts. ‘To some, 
it is true, who have never reflected upon this subject, it 
may appear startling to hear that continents and chains of 
mountains have been raised from the interior parts of the 


We thus become acquainted with the | 


| 
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through the adjacent stratified beds, and a subsequent pe- 
riod of repose, during which a newer set of rocks had been 
deposited, Wherever the beds have been thus dislocated, 
it is evident the upheaving took place subsequent to their 
deposite, and before the deposite of the undisturbed rocks 
adjacent to them. This is more accurately shown by the 
two following diagrams from nature.* In Leicestershire, 
England, (diagram 6,) the granite, b, b, and slate, c¢, c, 
present beds highly inclined, but on the edges of those beds, 
new red sandstone, a, a, and lias, e, are found in a hori 

zontal position, showing that these last have been deposit- 
ed subsequent to the upraising of the first. In the system 
to which Mont Blanc and the western Alps belong, the 
primary beds have the oolites, the green sand, and the ter- 
tiaries, lying in a disturbed manver upon their flanks, 
showing that this system of mountains was upraised since 
the tertiaries were deposited. Diagram No. 7 represents a 
section of Alpine beds, near the Cul de Balme and Mont 
Blanc, where a, a, are alternate beds of lias and oolite, the 
equivalents of those horizontal beds e, in diagram 6; 4, 0, 
are beds of pudding-stone, tilted up at a high inclination, 
with the pebbles lying vertically, and not, as they were 
first deposited, on their long axes; ¢, ¢, a col, or passage 
excavated in the soft slate of the mountains; d, d, perpen- 
dicular plates of granitic beds, with pyramidical caps, call- 
ed aiguilles or needles. The dotted lines mark the sup- 
posed original prolongation of the beds, before the granite 


| came up, en the flanks of which they lie at an inelination 


varying from 65° to 80°. Mont Blanc is 15,534 feet 
high, and the pyramidal peaks, which time, and the abra- 
sions consequent upon their upraising, have worn into their 
present forms, were once, in part, many thousand feet be- 


| neath the now lateral surface of the stratified beds they 
but of mathematical and physical reasonings, which lend | 


have thrown into this high inclination. These sections 
show that mountainous chains may have been upraised at 
any of the periods belonging to the succession of strata, 


| and that each period may have its peculiar system of moun- 


| 
| 


earth by the force of subterranean power; but every effect | 


is proportionate to its cause, and where the first is definite, 
and the last immeasurable, we must sulmit to the reason- 
ableness of the proposition, remembering always, that al- 


though human power dwindles into insignificance when | 


applied in imagination to disturb a mineral mass like the 
crust ef the earth, yet it is demonstrable that a gaseous 
pressure may be generated in such a radius, to which the 
known mineral mass could make no resistance. - In rea- 
soning, therefore, upon these high matters, we must not 
measure unknown forces by our own feeble powers, but by 
the effects they are capable of producing, and, when causes 
and effects of this high planetary character are under con- 
sideration, must reason of them in relation to the proportion 
in which they stand to each other. 

The evidences of these upheavings of land are common 
in all extensive countries, especially those where the in- 
clined rocks prevail—a character common to all the strata 
below the carboniferous limestone; and geologists have 
availed themselves of this very inclined state of the berls, 
to establish as it were a chronology for the history of all 
mountain ranges, showing, relatively, the successive geo- 





logical periods at which they have been thrust up. It is | 


obvious, if any of the primary rocks are found at great ele- 
vations, with other beds, superincumbent as te them in the 
column, hanging in an inclined state on their flanks, these 
last having other beds still newer, deposited in an undis- 
turbed state upon their sides, that two geological epochs are 
represented here--the appearing of the primary rocks 


| ken of. 


tains. To a grent extent, this has been found to be the 
case, and geological periods of elevation can be distin 
guished, establishing, not chronologies belonging to the 
present order of nature, but to the great history of subter- 
ranean dynamics, to which the present varied form of tle 
earth must be referred, modified, as it bas ofted been, by 
the action of the waters invariably displaced by these eleva- 
tions. The practical uses to be derived from the detailed 
geological examination of mountains and ridges are nu 
merous. Where any chain or series of parallel ridges is 
productive of useful metals, combustibles, or mineral bodies, 
all its parts may be investigated with a view to trace its 
continuities; and by connecting distant points having the 
same mineral structure, deposites may be identified, known 
in some localities to be productive. The series of Allegha 
ny ridges, hereafter to be spoken of, are a proper field for 
the exercise of these investigations. 

It is deserving a remark here, that some geologists in 
Europe, who have bestowed much investigation on this sub- 
ject, have supposed that mountain chains elevated at the 
same period of time have a general parallelism in their mag- 
netic bearing. It has been already stated that many of the 
transition chains of Europe tend from northeast to south- 
west, which is the general direction of the series just spo- 
If this conformity of bearing could be established, 
it would lead to speculations on the laws of the elevating 
power, and pethaps eventually open the way to an expla- 
nation of the principle upon which the structure of anti- 
clinal rocks depends. In this country our investigations 
on this subject must be limited to the Alleghany series, 
having nothing higher than the coal measures, except the 
tertiary beds of flat districts; the upheavings therefore of 
some of those secondary chains which have been described 





* From Bakewell’s Geology. 
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by that eminent geologist, Elie de Beaumont, as forming 
part of the geological phenomena of trans-Atlantic coun- 
tries, are not exhibited here. There being no evidence of 
other rocks having been deposited on the eastern flanks of 
the Alleghanies since their upbeaving, a very extensive | 
portion of this continent inust probably have been upraised 

before the oolitic system in Europe was deposited. 

Many circumstances concur to prove that some of these 
elevations were of a sudden and violent nature, the chains 
coming up by paroxysmal movements through the superin- 
cumbent ocean, and fracturing and contorting the strata | 
through which they were forced. Thus, in that system of 
elevations which includes the Pyrenees, the northern A ppe- 
nines, and other parts of Europe, the cretaceous beds are 
found lying in the greatest disorder on the tops of the high- 
est mountains, with the tertiary beds undisturbed and 
horizontal in their vicinity, showing that the movement | 
took place between the deposition of the chalk and the 
tertiary. Every cubic fuot, too, of mineral matter would 
displace another of water. Here we have a phenomenon 
of another kind, producing singular effects, the evidence 
of which is constantly before us: the ocean thrown out 
of its bed, mighty currents created, the ruptured mineral 
matter broken into boulders, rounded off into pebbles and 
gravel, and the whole deposited i in situations where their 
relative specific gravity and the intensity of the moving 
power would carry them. Here we have the origin of all 
the conglomerates, those indurated gravels which are found 
even in the tin mines, low down in the primary rocks, 
proving the great antiquity of movements of this character. 
Hence are derived the great gravel beds in which are found 
entombed the remains of the ancient mastodon and ele- 
phant, the victims probably of the movement of their period. 
The detritus in the common superficial soil of the country 
is an admirable study for the young geologist. The vast 
collection of gravelly matter which is found almost every- 
where on the surface, is formed from the ruins of rocks of 
anterior periods, and brought there by the agency of water. 
There is an immense collection of detritus of this kind at 
the city of Washington, and especially near the margin of 
the Potomac, at the western termination of New York 
avenue, where fragments even of the fossiliferous rocks of 
the Alleghany ridges, together with every variety of speci- 
mens of the rocks constituting the Atlantic primary chain, 
are found, all of which detritus appears to be consequent 
upon their elévatory movements. 

In bringing together these notices and views, the inten- 
tion has been merely to give a direction to the investiga- 
tions and reflections of the student. In the numerous geo- 
logical treatises which have appeared of late years, he will 
find the most interesting details respecting all the phenom- 
ena which have been alluded to. He will there also find 
abundant information respecting the metalliferous rocks, 
and the nature and direction of mineral veins. The subject, 
however, is too interesting to pass over without pointing to 
some phenomena that will be found extremely interesting 
to those who are turning their attention to mining in the 
United States, since they constitute some of the principal 
guides uf practical miners in their operations. 

It is worthy of remark that iron, without the use of which 
man could scarcely have achieved his own civilization, is 
the most abundant of all the metals, and is found more or 
less in all the rocks. In the inferior rocks it is found in 
veins or immense fissures produced by dislocatian, in the 
compact metal!ic state. Immense masses of this kind are 
found in the State of Missouri,* in New Jersey, and in 
Franklin county, New York. ‘These have all evidently had 
a direct subterranean origin, whilst the hydrates or ferrugi- | 
nous ores of the superior beds are to be considered generally | 
as oxydes derived fr om them. Many of the ferruginous | 
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sand rocks were doubtless once in the state of our recent 
bog ores, just as many conglomerates and great rocks were 
once in the state of loose gravel. The compact metals, with 
the exception of the sulphurets of lead and zinc, have their 
principal seat in the primary beds, either in veins which 
traverse mineral masses, or disseminated in these ap 
These veins may have either mineral or metallic matter, o 
both, in them. They are vertical, inclined, and Seatac 
often running in parallel courses as if they had a contem- 
poraneous origin, and intersecting each other in such various 
ways as to leave no doubt that many of the intersected ones 
have been formed prior to those by which they are inter- 
sected. There is a very instructive exhibition of this kind 
at Fudia, one of the Western islands.* In diagram No. 8 
is a representation of different kinds of mineral veins inter- 
secting the gneiss, and of the dislocations which have taken 
place during the injection of some of these veins. It will 
be observed that the striped lamina of the gneiss, produced 
by the plates of mica, which once were continuous, have 
their continuity interrupted, as if they had been violently 
separated, and one portion shifted higher up, or depressed 
below the natural level. ‘I'o the left is a vein of granite 
intersecting the gneiss, and itself intersected and shifted by 
a vein of quartz. At the top is another vein of granite in- 
tersecting the gneiss, and again intersected by a vein of 
trap. It is to be inferred from these appearances, that the 
veins of granite, and perhaps the trap vein, had penetrated 
the gneiss before it had taken its indurated state, and that, 
dislocation or shifting took 
place, occasioning the fissure filled by the vein or quartz. 
The dislocations of strata occasioned by the exertion of such 
intense subterranean power frequently interrupt the oper- 
ations of miners, who, finding the continuity of the beds 
interrupted by the sinking or rising of one portion of them, 
have applied the technical term fault to them. Where 
these occur, a mining district has to be studied very accu- 
rately in relation to them, for it is evident that no mining 
Operation upon a Jarge scale can be carried on with proper 
economy, both as to drainage and arrangement, without 
their extent and direction being first known. 

By studying the veniferous rocks we perceive that veins 
are not only earthy or mineral, but metallic in their nature, 
and that some are posterior to others. ‘This last fact has 
induced some persons to entertain the opinion that metals 
are of different ages; and it is certainly true that the rarest 
are usually found amongst rocks of the highest antiquity. 
The interesting fact also has been established, that the 
most productive veins have a general direction from east 
to west. This is the case with the tin veins or lodes 
in Cornwall, as well as those lodes containing copper. 
The veins which run nearly north and south are not as 
metalliferous as the others which they intersect. Many 
of these, called flucan, in Cornwall, are filled with clay. 
Clay is sometimes found in the copper veins; and as 
other metallic veins which deviate from the east and west 
course contain increasing quantities of clay, and the flucan 
or clay veins running from north to south, the evidence 
seems to be strong that there are different systems of veins, 
the more minute study of which may hereafter lead to impor- 
tant results respecting their general origin, and the causes 
which have modified their contents. Theancient Wernerian 
notion, that minerals and metals settled into fissures, from 
aqueous solutions, is now exploded, and the more general 
opinion tiat they have been injected from below has been 
substituted for it ; still they present themselves occasionally 
under such circumstances as baffle our judgments. We do 
not understand why veins are sometimes extremely dilated, 
then contracted into a very small space, and afterwards di- 
lated again into pockets, resembling a number of blown 


bladders connected by a long wire. Another curious phe- 
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nomenon is, that their contents are modified on entering a 
different rock ; they usually have a case or sheath differing 
from the mineral matter of the rocks they are found in. 
The walls of sulphuret of lead, in passing through sand- 
stone, are often formed of sulphate of barytes, but, on en- 
tering the limestone above, they change to carbonate of 
barytes, in balls, with a radiated diverging structure. Sul- 
phuret of zine is sometimes abundant in the upper part of 


veins, that lower down become rich in copper; and in the | 


mine of Cook’s kitchen, Cornwall, after first working 
through tin, and then through copper, to the depth of 
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eleven hundred feet, tin is again found, and worked to the | 


depth of near thirteen hundred feet. ‘I'he same vein, at 
Dalcoath mine, is sometimes contracted to six inches, and 
sometimes dilated to forty feet. Although it appears de- 


been injected from below, it appears probable that the con- 
tents of others have been modified by chemico-electric ac- 
tion, and that metals may be formed by processes anala- 
gous to those upon which the formation of saline crystals 
depends. 
inundation, for two centuries, have, on being re-opened, 
exhibited the curious spectacle of native silver coating 
the wooden supports which had been left there. The 
walls of veins and the atmosphere may stand in the rela- 


tion of galvanic plates to each other, ani decompose and re- | 


compound gaseous bodies. 

Many of the appearances which have been alluded to 
are of constant occurrence in the United States. In the 
aurifcrous region of this country the course of the principal 
productive veins is from northeast to southwest. 

Where metalliferous veins abound, red earth is usually 
found in great abundance. It seems to have a constant 
connexion with them. It is very much the case in the 
United States, is general in Mexico and in Brazil. In 
Spix’s* account of this last country, it is stated that the 
granite hills, both on the coast and in the interior, are 








principle of adhesion would be left for the remaining min- 
eral.* Very little attention appears to have been paid to 
this circumstance, which, as respects the origin of rocks, 
deserves some consideration. If such strata as the carbo. 
niferous limestone, bearing galena, were deposited by 
water, how came the metal to be so singularly suspended 
in and intermixed with the stratum, when, by the law of 
gravitation, it should be found separated from the culcare- 
ous matter? I have seen in the gold region of this coun- 
try deceptive veins, which have been the occasion both of 
disappointment and litigation. Veins, apparently very 
rich, have suddenly been stopped by slates coming in be- 
low. Uponexamination, these turned out to be flat veins, or 
the overflow of true veins, as trap is sometimes known to 


| come up vertically, and overflow to the right and left. 
monstrable that the contents of many metallic veins have | 


Mines which have been closed on account of | 


| 


The successful pursuit of the art of mining for the 
metals which have now been mentioned, essentially de- 
pends upon the application of some scientific information. 
The want of a proper degree of information on this subject 
has occasioned hitherto, in this country, as it did hereto- 
fore in olden mining countries, the rejection of many valu- 
able minerals, fromm ignorance of their natures, to say 
nothing of the losses sustained by the rude and unskilful 
manner in which the mines are often worked. There are 
instances in Cornwall of silver and cobalt having been thus 
thrown away froma mine which, since the discovery of 
their value, produces £10,000 sterling a year from the 
same ores. ‘The mines of Missouri have been worked a 
long time, but it is only recently that cobalt has been ob- 
served there. Whilst Cornwall was esteemed only asa tin 


| country, the copper ores were considered to spoil the 
| vein, and were used to mend the roads; and in Derbyshire, 
| a public road has actually been taken up, and smelted 


| 


“‘covered by a pretty thick stratum of a red ferruginous | 


clay.” The same deposite of red clay is found in the lead- 
mining district of this country, near the surface of the earth. 
Upon the occasion of my visit to the Misssouri mines in 
1834, I was exceedingly struck with the appearances 
which presented themselves in a gallery + upwards of one 
hundred feet from the surface, and which was below the 
surface by at least ninety feet of the rock formation. ‘There 
the broad veins of bright galena were increased in a thick 
wet paste of red argillaceous matter, cutting with a waxy 
aspect. In one of the pockets, about forty feet from top to 
bottom, and about the same width in diameter, the cavity 
was filled with this red clay, except at the bottom, which 
was occupied by a large plate of galena, that seemed to 
have sunk there by its own gravity. Although some of 
the red soil of the metalliferous districts of the Southern 
States may be derived from the decomposition of ferrugi- 
lious slates and rocks, a great portion of it may have been 


profitably from the rejected lead ores that had not been in 
familiar use. It is the cultivation of geological knowledge 
that has led to so much minute investigation of the nature 
of veins, and to that proper degree of chemical information 
which has redeemed the mining interest from the rude man- 


| agement of the common miner, and introduced those truly 


| 


brought to the surface from situations analogous to those | 


where it is found incasing the sulphuret of lead in Mis- 
souri. 

In the United States both copper and iron are associated 
with the gold, especially the lust. In the galeniferous dis- 
tricts the lead is founc associated with zinc, and is usually 
confined to the carboniferous limestone. Some of the 
metals, however, which are usually found in veins, form 
occasionally a constituent part of the solid rock: thus, tin 
is incorporated with the granite in England; and the sul- 
phuret of lead in Missouri, at Mine la Motte, is sometimes 
disseminated for a great extent in specks through the rock, 
as though the stony and metallic matter must necessarily 
have been deposited at the same time: for, as I stated upon 
a former occasion, if either of them were abstracted, no 





* Vol. 1, page 251. + Tait 


and Perry’s mines 


economical practices which are only united by science and 
experience. 

An opinion once obtained that below a given depth the 
veins ceased to be productive; tin, from twenty to sixty 
fathoms was supposed to be most abundant, and copper 
from forty to fifty. This has become a speculation of some 
importance to the gold mining interest here, some of the 
mines having been abandoned because the veins seemed to 
fail even at twenty fathoms. Of late, the mines in Corn- 
wall have been worked at very great depths, with the 
best results. being a few years ago in the Botalloch mine, 
in that country, I found them working in a copper vein at 
the depth of 950 feet, which I was informed was the best 
ore they had yet met with. Others, such as the consolida- 
ted mines, are worked in England at a depth of more than 
1,600 feet; and one of the continental mines, the Kits 
Piihl copper mine, in Tyrol, at a depth of near 2,800 feet. 
Reasoning from analogy, it would seem a hasty proceeding, 
after expending a capital in mining machinery, to abandon 
before a depth of at least 500 feet had been investigated. 
If the mineralogical structure of the mines was totally differ- 
ent from that of the older mines, there would be greater 
grounds for apprehension, working in the face of an un- 
known state of things, but the analogical structure of the 
metalliferous rocks in both hemispheres holds out every en- 
couragement to the mining interest in this: the veins are 
found in the same kind of rocks, and have nearly the same 
magnetic direction. In the gold countries the mass of the 
veins is usually quartz, bearing visible native gold, and as- 
sociated with iron, as well as gold in a mineralized state, with 
that and the quartz when invisible. In the gold of the 


* Report 1895, page 48 
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United States, these veins are easily distinguished, consist- 
ing of extended lines of white quartz running on the sur- 
face in a direction from N. N. E. to 8. S. W., and fre- 
quently with an almost vertical inclination. In the great 
geographical extent of that region here, many portions of 
which are yet unexplored, there may be rich deposites con- 
tained in mineral masses of a different character, as is 
the case in Brazil, upon the Gongo Soco estate, of which 
a brief description may be useful. 

The gold in this locality has been occasionally so abun- 
dant, that 140 pounds have ben extracted in one day. 
The bed in which the gold is found is called jacotinga in 
the country, and rests upon a ferruginous talcose slate re- 
sembling that of various localities in Virginia. The jaco- 
tinga itself consists of quartz and micaceous iron, and the 
whole mass is in a somewhat soft state of decomposition. 
It has a direction from east to west, and is of a variable 
thickness, with a limited extent. ‘Towards the centre of 
this bed, a subordinate bed or vein is found, of a brownish- 


more or less distinct from it. It is from three to six feet 
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it will occur to me in another part of this report to speak 
of the coal measures of the United States, with their asso- 
ciates, salt and iron, I shall pass on to a brief review of 
the organic remains found in the beds which have been 
enumerated—a subject of the highest moment, replete with 
phenomena which serve to prove that the succession of 
strata produced by such varicus and wide-spread convul- 
sions as would seem to belong to the chaotic energies of a 
system of destruction, are the progressive steps of a most 
singularly beautiful plan of creation, in the study of which 
we may not only advance our personal interests, but ac- 
quire for ourselves an elevation of mind still more valuable. 

An opinion formerly obtained that there was a point in 
the ascending series of rocks at which the evidences of a 
commencement of organic forms was to be found, the earth 
passing, by transition as it were, from an inorganic to an or- 
ganic state. This appears to have been conjectural. It is 
true, calcareous matter, so essential to organization, is com- 


| paratively scarce in the primordial rocks, and only begins 
biack color, of a softer quality than the general bed, and | 


. . . | 
in thickness, and consists of layers of manganeee from thin | 


lines to two or three inches in thickness, with talc and iron 
glance in irregular strings and nests. It is in these dark- 
colored layers of manganese that the rich strings and 
bunches of native gold are found, which is also invisibly 
disseminated among the layers. 

When the auriferous region of this country shall have 
been more generally examined, other associate metals may 
possibly be discovered. In the Ural, platinum has been 
abundantly found, but more generally on the western or 
European side; the gold washings on the Asiatic side giv- 
ing comparatively a small quantity of platinum. 
Humboldt also states that the Cali chain of the Cordilleras, 


to abound where organic life appears. The high tempera- 
ture of the planet before the deposition of the stratified 
rocks, would preclude, perhaps, the possibility fof organic 


| existence, and we may, therefore, naturally expect to find 


the evidence of it first in beds deposited from water, where 
the temperature, though high, would be tolerable, and 
where the means of self-preservation and perpetuity of 


| kinds would not be wanting; but it is no longer pretended 


Baron | 


in South America, separates the gold-bearing sands of the | 


eastern declivity of Popayan from the sands of the isthmus 
of the Raspadura of Choco, which are rich in platinum as 
well as gold. These analogies are interesting to this coun- 
try. Engelhardt remarked, when in Russia, that the sands 
of some of the platinum mines resembled those Brazilian 
sands in which diamonds were found. Humboldt subse- 
quently perceived the same resemblance; and in conse- 
quence of his suggestions, a search was made, and very 
fine diamonds discovered: so that the Ural mountains, 
which bear a strong resemblance to portions of the gold 
region of the United States, produce gold, silver, platinum, 
and diamonds. * 

The carboniferous limestones are the next metallic depo- 
sitories, both in Europe and the United States, of which 
some account was given in my report of last year; and as 


ee 


*A late paper by Sir David Brewster, in the Transactions of the 
Geological Society of London, vol. 3, part 3, on “ the structure and ori- 
A of the diamond,” brought w my recollection a note which Professor 

Ye] Rio sent me some years ago, of which the following is a transla- 
tion 

“ { was shown, towards the end of 1822, two small diamon!s, which 
were stated to be brought from the environs of Sultepeque; that is not 
exactly their locality, but it is upon that route. In truth, D. Vincente 
Guerrero found in the Sierra Madre, in the south of Mexico, upon a 
height of land distant a day and a half from Totela del Rio, in de- 
scending by Coronilla, some geodes, with amethyst and rock crystal 
in their interior. These geodes were smallest towards the surface, and 
only became larger in digging deeper down. On breaking these 
geodes, true octchedral and dodecahedral diamonds were found in 
some of them, resembling those of India and Brazil. I am not too 
credulous, but [ have been assured of the fact by persons who deserve 
to be confided in. This unexpected manner of finding diamonds be- 
comas the more remarkable, because the geodes are not found dissem 
inated in the loose soil, but are imbedded ina hard and stony mass, 
rendering it necessary to get them out with pickaxes and crowbars.” 

Mr. Del Rio subsequently informed me that General Guerrero ‘had 
personally confirmed this account to him, adding, that the geodes con- 
taining the precious stones rattled when shook ; but he had never been 











able to ascertain, from any quarter, the geological charatter of the 
bed containing the geodes. The late Dr. Vi y states the matrix of 
the diamonds in southern India to be a sandstone breccia, of the clay 
slate formation, which may be the case with this Mexican locality. I 
have frequently written to Mexico without obtaining any satisfaction 
on this subject 


that the first rudiments of organization have been observed, 
or even that we know what they were. There are observa- 
tions, however, of importance to bé made on this subject 
in the early periods of stratification. If primordial rocks 
of the same kind, separated by the greatest geographical 
distances, have the same species of crystallized minerals 
imbedded in them, we also find organic affinities very gen- 
eral in the older stratified rocks, from whence the inference 
may be drawn that the influences prevailing at these two 
periods, though distinct, were general to the planet. At 
an older period of the history of the planet, we do not find 
this to be the case: the increase of genera and species 
seems to mark great changes in the temperature, as well as 
in the surface of the crust of the earth, as it gradually 
émerged from the water, and approached more to the pre- 
sent order of nature. Although we cannot say that we 
have any evidence in the rocks of the germs of organiza- 
tion, yet the fossils of the first great transition group, as it 
has been called, appear to be the types of what have suc- 
ceeded to them. The crustacea of that period naturally 
fall into the class of their order which bas been established 
from recent genera, as well as the prodigous abundance of 
madrepores and corallines, whose structures in those an- 
cient geological times were apparently reared with the same 
instinctive designs, aud principally by the same genera of 
which we have evidence in the reefs of eastern Polynesia. 

The crinoidea also, or encrinites, now nearly extinct, are 
abundant. In these ancient times this family, as if less 
exposed to destruction from the existing state of organiza- 
tion in the then seas, had their soft parts but slightly pro- 
tected, whilst in the succeeding formations m the older 
groups, where the predacious classes increase in number, 
they are much better secured. ‘Ihe sole species now exist- 
ing, the pentacrinite, agrees with these last in its more 
perfect osseous structure, which still seems to have been 
insufficient to protect the family. 

The beds of this group also contain fine specimens of 
another family which appears to have become extinct at an 
early period of the secondary rocks. ‘These belong to the 
genus orthocera, a long, straight fossil, consisting of various 
chambers, with a siphon or tube, by the aid of which the 
cephalopodous animal is supposed to have been able tu pass 
from the top to the bottom of the sea at its pleasure ; resem- 
bling in this the ammonite, another concamerated shell, 
not atraight but spiral in its form, and which, with other 
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concamerated shells, is fuund in the limestones of this | three or four feet high, but many of them ejualling forest 


lower group. 

The tri/obite, a singular marine crustaceous animal, is 
a fossil almost peculiar to the period of this group, since it 
appears to have become extinct in the early part of the de- 
position of secondary rocks. Some of the lower slates are 
covered with their impressions, showing that the same 
species lived and died in the same localities. A great va- 
riety of forms belong to this family, and new genera are 
constantly being discovered; perhaps some of them, as the 
agnostus pisiformis, may be the young of another kind, be- 
fore the change of form. Some of the species are found 
identically diffused in very distant parts of the earth. 

The bivalves of this group consist of a very prepond- 
erating number of the brachiopode family, the producta, 
spirifera, and terebratula. ‘The fossiliferous beds of this 
group are generally, in all parts of the world, character- 
ized by these shells, and sometimes almost entirely con- 
sist of them. 
kind having a spiral structure inside, which is calcareous 
in calcareous fossils, and siliceous where, as frequently 
happens in the calcareous beds of the United States, the 
fossils are entirely siliceous. The producta appear to have 
become extinct before the deposition of the oolitic system, 
and the spirifera only to have been continued into the 
first beds of that series. ‘The terebratula have survived 
them both, and exist now as recent shells. ‘The cardia, 
likewise having a strong resemblance to existing shells, 
are contemporaneous with the last. 

All these families of marine fossil remains are found in 
this lower group in the United States. In the lower lime- 
stones of the Shenandoah valley, in Rockingham county, 
both trilobites and ammonites are found. Near Kingsport, 
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trees in size. A preponderating number of filices, or the 
fern tribe, both herbaceous and arborescent. The /ycopo- 
diacea, or club-moss tribe, there also attained a size equal 
to existing forest trees, whilst their puny recent represent- 
atives are seen creeping, as it were, in a moss-like form, 
not more than two or three feet long, over the beds where 
their gigantic predecessors are entombed. All these plants 
are closely allied to the ferns and fernlike plants which 
grow in such luxuriance in the hot and moist situations of 


| tropical climates, especially in small insular localities, and 


which are never found out of the tropics. These are 


| amongst the first and decided evidences we bave that the 


The spirifera receive their name from one | 


in Tennessee, orthocera abound in the same formation, as | 
weil as other spiral concamerated shells. At Trenton falls, | 


in the State of New York, fine specimens of trilobites are 
collected. A great number of localities might be added. 
Mr. Agassiz, in his work,* gives admirable figures of 
the fossil fish found in this group. In this remarkable 
production, the author has begun to throw light from an- 
other source upon the history of the ancient ocean, which 
harmonizes with every other branch of organic existence. 
Of the ftour.orders of fish established by him, the two first, 
placoidians and ganoidians, exclusively occupy the groups 
below the chalk. It appears that the vertebrated animals 


which constitutes a very small portion of the existing ones. 
The fishes of this period, all of which preceded the 
saurians, show an approximation to their structure, as if 
nature was preparing for them. Those long pointed sub- 
stances called ichthyodorulites, which are also found in 
the lowest parts of this group, Mr. Agassiz considers to 
have belonged to a large shark-like fish. This ancient 
period, therefore, instead of being almost devoid of life, 
appears to have possessed the types of a great portion of 
the different orders of marine animals now existing, the 
individuals of which were all perfect in their structure for 
the ends they were intended to accompiish, and hada 
sullictont analogy to what exists at present, to warrant the 
opinion that they were amongst the steps of a general plan 
of progression, accommodated entirely to the then existing 
state of the surface of the planet, and only preceding 
others, which further changes in the surface would call 
into existence. 

Nor was this group, which includes all the anthracite 


climate in those remote times must have been of a con- 
stant high temperature, far exceeding any thing known to 
the present order of nature, and equally humid, for these 
immense plants ef a tropical growth, which, also, with 
occasional palms, form the great mass of the fossil plants 
of the bituminous coal measures, are found in a fossil 
state in very high northern latitudes, and under cireum- 
stances which prove that they grew there. Coniferous 
plants also have been found, showing that the low regions 
had their elevated countries, like the tropical regions of 
our own times. 

‘Taking fossils for our guide, the carboniferous limestone, 
millstone grit and shale, and the bituminous coal measures, 
may be viewed as the upper part of the group which has 
been considered, on account of the strong generic resem- 
blances of their organic remains ; for although the trilobites, 
the producta, and some other genera become less abundant, 
there is a surprising increase of the zoophytes and radiaria, 
many of the beds being entirely composed of corals and 
encrinites. The environs of Nashville, in Tennessee, 
where the genus astevias has been found, the rocks of the 
falls of the Ohio at Louisville, and the shore of the Mis- 
sissippi between Herculaneum and St. Louis, are amongst 
the richest localities for fossils of the carboniferous lime- 
stone. 

Looking, therefore, at the whole of the fossiliferous beds 
hitherto considered, the student of ancient nature can here 
contemplate a spectacle of the most surprising character, 
and of which no pursuit but geology could lead to the dis- 
closure. He sees the types of much of what exists in the 
present order of nature in the rocks that bear the first evi- 


| dences of organization, and inferring from the resemblances 
of the waters of that period belonged altogether to a class | 


beds, without its proportion of dry land, as we find from | 
the vegetable remains accompanying that carboniferous de- | 
posite, and which have a common character both in North | 


Americ: and Treland. The equisetacex, or horse-tail tribe, 
not of the limited height of recent plants of this family, 


i 


Recherches sur les Puissons, Fossiles. Newchatel, 1535 


what their probable habits were, he can, with the aid of 
contingent observations, decide upon reasonable grounds 
where were the deep and where were the shallow places of 
these now petrified oceans. ‘Turning to the land, he sees 
the proofs of a luxuriance of vegetation unequalled by any 
thing in modern nature, yet in strict harmony with natural 
principles: still the evidences of terreatrial animals, for 
whose use plants are supposed to grow, are wanting; but 
he is satisfied to believe they might then not have been 
called into existence, and that an extent of vegetable 
growth, of which we cannot form an adequate conception, 
was intended solely for the accumulation of those carbon- 
ized deposites without which our own race must ever have 
remained in the most rude and comfortless state. 

The next great group of organized bodies may be con- 
sidered as extending to the tertiary, and is, as has before 
been remarked, with some exceptions, deficient in the Uni- 
ted States, but in Europe it discloses organized forms of a 
character that alinost places them in the regions of romance. 
Although some changes are observed, the general progres- 
sion is going steadily on. The belemnites take the place 
of orthocera, to which they are akin in structure; ammon- 
ites begin to appear in great abundance, especially in the 
oolitic system, the floors of some of the beds of the lias 
and Oxford clay being sometimes found studded with 
them, furnishing a certain key to the identification of 
rocks. Trilobites give place to other crustacea, the astacus, 
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or representative of the recent cray fish. The fishes are | bottom of the sea. We have the perfect evidence of this 
continued im this group belonging to the same orders as | ancient floor of the ocean having been uplifted beyond ils 
the last, but the species of the successive formations are | level, in another bed, superincumbent to the marine one 
always distinct. The saurian reptiles now begin to appear. | below, containing the remains of an ancient forest of cy- 
The monitor is found betore the deposition of the oolitic | cadew. The stratum in which this forest grew, extends 
series, together with various saurians in the beds which | through a considerable area in England, and has been re- 
precede the lias. Here we find an astonishing quan- | cognised on the opposite French coast. ‘I'he trees, now 
tity of these voracious animals, allied to those crocodi- | silicified, are in many instances buried in a black earth, in 
lean reptiles which frequent the hays, the estuaries, | which they grew, which is about a foot thick, and is called 
and the rivers of our own southern latitude. Various | by the quarry-men ‘‘dirt-bed.” Some of the trunks of 
species of the ichthyosaurus, some individuals of which | the trees are thirty feet long, and have a diameter of three 
have jaws near nine feet in length, with strong paddies | or four feet. Stumps, also, from one to three feet long, 
tu enable them to go thi ugh the waters. This ani- | separated by the usual distance at which forest trees grow, 
mal, to the vertebra of a fish, unites the head of a liz- | are there in abundance, with theic roots struck into the 
ard and the powerful teeth of a crocodile. The plesiosau- | black dirt; these stumps are also silicified. At Ludworth 
rus is another monster, with the head of a lizard and a | cove (see diagram No. 9) these beds are at an inclination 
singularly long neck, which at one time it was supposed | of about 45 degrees. ‘The thickness of this bed of black 
to carry after the manner of a swan in the shallow waters | earth furnishes some measure, though of an indefinite kind, 
near the shore, but which it perhaps projected in the water | of its duration, since it must be considered as an accumu- 
rather after the manner of a serpent. This animal also lation of vegetable matter formed subsequent to its eleva- 
has paddles. But the most curious, because we have | tion from the sea. Granting to the forest lands of the Uni- 
nothing which resembles them nearer than the vampire | ted States the entire duration of our own chronology, they 
bat, is the plerodactylus, a saurian animal, with extended 


do not show evidences of having accumulated vegetable 
membranaceous wings; this is the first decided case of an | matter to that extent, and allowing fur the luxuriance of 
acrial animal, and, like the rest, was undoubtedly of the | vegetation consequent upon the ancient climate, a very 
voracious kind. The smaller skeletons of these animals are | long period may at least be conceded fur its accumulation. 
usually found in the lias, much flattened from the great pres- | But the terrestrial level of this bed was again changed, and 
sure upon them, but often entire, with even the feces in the | a basin-like form given to it, for the collection of fresh 
visceral region, as if they had been surprised by a violent and | waters, which at various periods have deposited lacustrine 
sudden death from some extraordinary convulsion which | sediments, 1,000 feet thick, including the whole wealden 
had happened, and in the consequent results of which their | group. During the existence of this lake, a new race of 
remains had been immediately enveloped and preserved. | monstrous reptiles appears—the :guanoden, which, from 
The feces, or coprolites, as they are now termed, have | the organic remains collected, appears to have abounded 
been analyzed, and their true character ascertained. In| there. Mr. Mantell, the discoverer of this fossil animal, 
most of them, the scales of fish are found, and in some the | has named it thus from its analogy to the recent iguana, 
undigested remains of the young of their own kind. Not- | which is an omnivorous animal, and, from various fossil 
withstanding the immense period of time they have been | bones he possesses, has made a comparative proportional 
entombed, some of the teeth and bones of these animals | estimate of the probable size of the individuals of some gen- 
have yielded about 50 per cent. of phosphate of lime. A | eraof which they formed a part, and it has resulted that 
great number of species of these saurians occur, besides | they were seventy feet long from the snout to the end of 
other genera which are not mentioned here. ‘The saurian | the tail, were near fifteen feet in circumference, and that 
remains of the United States have been hitherto fragmen- | the tail was upwards of fifty-two feet long. Besides this 
tary, and belong to the subcretaceous beds. This group | animal, the megalosaurus, with more than one species of 
is also further remarkable for having produced the first un- | crocodile, and various fresh-water fish, were inhabitants of 
questionable remains of terrestial mammialia, in the didel- | the waters. ‘The generations of these animals were, how- 
phoid quadruped, as it is usually termed, an extinct spe- | ever, to cease, for we find these fresh-water strata chang- 
cies of opossum, first found in the slaty oolitic beds of | ing their character and becoming the floor of the ocean, the 
Stonesfield, in Oxfordshire, lying beneath the cornbrash. | whole cretaceous group, of marine orgin, and about 1,000 
Some doubt was formerly expressed on this subject, but | feet thick, being deposited upon them. This was proba- 
the multiplication of specimens of late, many of them in | bly produced by a reaction of the cause which first eleva- 
good preservation, have decided the question. ted the whole area, and afterwards depressed it so as to 
The wealden group is too remarkable to pass over. Jt | give the ocean once more dominion over it. The wealden 
consists of a series of strata of limestone, sands, and clay, | group, a great part of which is in our day a portion of the 
deposited from fresh water, enclosed as it were between | earth's surface, furnishes most instructive proufs of the 
jurmations of marine orgin. ‘I'he fossil shells fuund in it | changes of level to which the land was subject in ancient 
are analogous to the shells now living in fresh water, such | times. In these particular instances, they seem to have 
as cyclas, unio, paludina, and melania, with the exception | been accompanied by no violence, and no evidences of 
of some that can live in brackish waters. In the Purbeck | great abrasion being present, the movement would seem 
beds a stratum of oyster shells occurs in the midst of a | to have been a quiet vertical one, up and down; for the 
series of other strata, some exclusively containing fresh- | high inclination of the beds at Lulworth cove appears to 
water shells, and others a mixture of both fresh-water and | belong to another movement, which took place subsequent 
marine. ‘These beds are not only extremely interesting on | to the deposition of the chalk, and which threw the thick 
account of the very rare nature of some of their organic re- | beds of the Isle of Wight upon their edges, in the manner 
mains, which form the greatest ornaments of geological | that the oolitic beds of the Alpine chain are represented in 
cabinets, but on account of the illustration they furnish of diagram No. 7. In the cretaceous group, most of the or- 
the changes of level to which strata bave sometimes been | ganic remains are marine; marine plants, corals, and 
forced “by geological movemen's, as well of the fact that | sponges abound. New genera of fish are found in the 
each stratum has in its turn been the bottom of the waters, | chalk, with the mososaurus and turtles. Some 
whether marine or fresh. In the Isle of Portland, a small chalk fossils are extremely beautiful. : 
tongue of land which projects into the English channel, In regard to the vegetation of this secondary period, a 
near Weymouth, a fine building stone is quarried, which is | change is perceived even in the new red sandstone group. 
of undoubted marine origin, and of course was once the The cryptogamous plants of the ancient period become less 
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numerous and of diminished size, as if the temperature al- 
ready was abating, whilst the coniferous or fir tribe begins 
distinctly to appear. In the beds of the oolitic and chalk 
formations, this last constitutes a very large portion of the 
vegetation. Of the cycadew, several species of zamia oc- 
cur amongst the imperfect coal seams of the”lower series, 
and constitute a forest, as has been before shown in the 
wealden group. 

The tertiary order extends, in a surprising manner, the 
progressive advance towards the present order of nature, as 
has before been noticed in the remarks on Mr. Lyell’s ar- 
rangement; changes of level appear to have been frequent, 
marine and fresh-water beds alternating. Lacustrine re- 
mains increase, and show that dry land and fresh-water 
streams were giving a new character to the earth. In the 
lowest part of the group we have the first evidence of va- 
rieties of terrestial mammalia, the bones of paleotherea, and 
other genera, imbedded in gypseous matter, apparently de- 
rived from springs charged with sulphate of lime. 

It was the admirable memoir of Cuvier and Brogniart, 
of 1811, unequalled in interest by any work except Buck- 
land’s account of the Cave of Kirkdale, which announced 
the discovery of these extinct quadrupeds in what has been 
called the Basin of Paris, that first drew public attention 
to the importance of zoological geology : nor could there be 
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a more happy coincidence fur this science than that, whilst | 


in the immediate vicinity of one of the largest European 
capitals, some of the rarest monuments of the ancient world 
were laid imbedded and unnoticed in the common quarries 
of the country, two individuals should be residing there 
singularly fitted by their attainments and genius to compre- 
hend and explain the true character of these palwotherea, 
and the geological period of their existence. The Rev. W. 
D. Conybeare, one of the soundest philosophers and most 
attractive writers of the age, in his ** Report on the pro- 
gress, actual state, and ulterior prospects of geological sci- 
ence,” says that Smith’s original observations respecting 
the distribution of organic remains were received with in- 
difference, ‘* until the high scientific distinction of Cuvier, 
and the striking and interesting nature of the facts devel- 
oped in his brilliant memoir, excited a marked sensation, 
and commanded the general attention of men of science; 
for none such could peruse with indifference those masterly 
descriptions, which exhibited the environs of one of the 
great metropolian cities of Europe as having been succes- 
sively occupied by oceanic inundations and fresh-water 
lakes; which restored from the scattered fragments of their 
disjointed skeletons the forms of those animals, long ex- 
tinct, whose flocks once grazed on the margins of those 
lakes; and which presented to our notice the case of beds 
of rock, only a few inches in thickness, extending contin- 
uously over hundreds of square miles, and constantly dis- 
tinguished by the same peculiar species of fossil sheils.” 

But as these new genera come on the stage, the saurian 
reptiles disappear, and are replaced by crocodiles coming 
near to existing species. Ammonites and belemnites cease, 
and the buccinea begin to increase. Many of the fish in 
the lower part of the group are now extinct, but the great- 
er part of the genera approach the living ones, and are 
most analogus to those now found in the tropical seas. 
‘he mastodon, the elephant, and the rhinoceros, appear in 
the upper formations, as well as on the existing surface, 
both in Europe and America. The vegetation of these 
periods is the converse of what it appeared to be in its 
dawn, dicotyledons, or plants having bark, wood, and pith, 
being the most numerous, and cryptogamous plants, with- 
out sexual organs, being least in number, in accordance 
with the present order of nature. 

In looking over this imperfect, but still faithful, as far as 
facts are concerned, sketch of the geological state of the 


planet, the student will perceive the elevated character of 


this science, furnishing, as it does, such conclusive rea- 








sonings for natural theology. In all these phenomena we 
see the evidences of design. If we try theM™ by physical 
laws, the spheroidal form of the earth reveals to us its once 
fluid state, and chemistry informs us it was igneous fluidi- 
ty. Here we see the truly magnificent ‘means provided 
for causing ‘the dry land to appear,” through the once 
circumambient waters of the globe. Every new exertion 
of this subterranean power is 2 page in its ancient history, 
and as history shows the beginnings of nations and their 
progress onward to civilization, so does each additional for- 
mation of rocks, with its imbedded fossils of distinct species, 
from the earliest zoophytes to the elephant, show the de- 
sign of creation was a progressive one, whether we look to 
the aquatic or the terrestial organic bodies. For those an- 
cient remains do not consist of forms and of a structure so 
strange as to separate them entirely from the more recent 
acts of creation ; on the contrary, the earliest which appear 
are the types of all which succeeded, entering naturally in- 
to all the classifications waich have been devised for the 
illustration of the present order of nature. Of this pro- 
gression clear proofs have been adduced in the preceding 
pages. In the lowest group we have seen that the fossils 
were all marine, and consisted of corallines, encrinites, bi- 
valves, concamerated and other molluscous shells, extinct 
crustacea, and fishes of a voracious character approaching 
the saurian family. Such a state of ancient zoology is in 
perfect harmony with that cohdition of the earth’s surface 
which we deduce from other considerations. The ocean, 
though not deep, as it is now, constituted almost every 


| thing; dry land was comparatively rare, together with riv- 
, ers, bays, and fresh-water estuaries, the proper haunts ot 


the saurian race. Still land existed at the latter period of 
this group, as we find by the associate plants of the an- 


| thracite coal beds, which themselves belong exclusively to 





a low degree of organization. During this period we find 
generic resemblances very common in all parts of the 
world, the evidence of a common temperature. In the 
next group we find strong resemblances to the first, in or- 
ganic remains, but with a character both generally and 
specifically so distinct as to admit of an undoubted recog 
nition of the beds of the group in whatever part of the 
world they may be found. The saurians, the pterodactylus, 
the monitor, the crocodiles, the iguanadon, the deposition 
of extensive fresh-water areas, the existence of tropical for 
ests, of the bituminous coal measures, the changed charac- 
ter of the fish, the existence of fresh water streams and 
lakes, and a gradual approximation to the present super 
ficial arrangements, show a very great increase of the land. 
These changes of elevation were necessarily accompanied 
with increased depths of the sea, and the consequent intro 
duction of numerous genera, with appropriate habits, not 
before noticed. We find, also, in the lower part of this 
group, important deposites of salt. Before these greater 
depths of the ocean had been produced, its mean depth 
was more equally distributed over the surface, and it is not 
difficult for us to understand how fast beds of rock-salt 
might, under such circumstances, be formed, by the evap- 
oration of the waters of a high temperature. In Europe 
the salt is usually found distributed above the coal meas 
ures, but in the United States it is uniformly found lower 
down. In both countries, however, the saline deposites 


generally approach, and indicatg a common origin, as if 


bodies of salt water had existed in such situations, perhaps 
in some cases insulated, as to produce their evaporation. 
Superficial incrustations of the same mineral are now found 
in various parts of the west of Arkansas, caused by solar 
dessiccation of the natural salines. In the tertiary group, 
the fossils are equally characteristic of the beds of the group 
in every part of the world, receding in affinity froin all 
previously examined in proportion to their periods, but 
united by a common plan and analogy. A slight acquaint- 
ance with the fossil shells of the tertiary strata, will en 
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able any individual to identify the beds. Here the am- | 


monites become extinct, and cones and volutes begin to 
abound. Although it may be asserted that the various fos- 
siliferous strata contain characteristic organized bodies by 
which strata can be identified, and of course which sepa- 
rate them from other strata, yet it is not to be expected that 
all the fossils of equivalent strata are identical in all coun- 
tries, although some of them are, as is the case with many 
living species in both hemispheres. Whilst congeners in age 
and in fact, their forms are influenced by physical laws, and 
particular species are necessarily geographically limited by 
climate and food. Where these are favorable, all the species 
having a close affinity to each other may be found ;* and 
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where climate and food are not favorable, animals of the | 
same species may be expected to present a marked differ- 


ence in their external cheracters. ‘The fine horse of Ara- 
bia, which is cognate with the zebra of Africa, is a dwarf 


variety in Shetland, where climate and food have limited | 
its stature and even its functions so much that the mare | 


only breeds once in two years. This variety of external 
configuration is common to the mollusca, which difler 
almost at every point of a coast, as we see from the great 
variety of the forms of oysters; the same may be observed 
in the unio of fresh waters, where those of the same kind 
affect the same kind of locality. 
aninals and plants now, we may reasonably suppose them 
to have influenced them in geological times, under similar 
circumstances. Of this general adaptation of causes we 
have singular evidences in the tertiary group: the surface 
of the earth being at length brought into a new and appro- 
priate state, we find quadrupeds, and of various kinds, be- 
ginning to multiply, all of them, however, no doubt suited 
to the temperature, which appears from the fossil vegetables 
found in high latitudes to have still had a general tropical 
character. We find the elephants of our own period thus 
accommodated to particular regions, that of the arctic circle, 
as well as the rhinoceros, being prepared with a fleecy cov- 
ering. 
the globe has become dry land, and that abundantly fitted 
for every class of terrestial animals known to us, yet most 
important races continue to disappear, not the species only, 
for with the exception of some found in the tertiary, all 
the species in whatever strata found are extinct. The 
palceotherea and the mastodon are extinct everywhere ; and 
the elephant, whose remains we find scattered over this 
continent, is extinct here-also. ‘She mastodon was com- 
mon to America, to Asia, and to Europe, and we know 
nothing of the causes which could have produced its uni- 
versal extinction, if they were not of the diluvial character. 
Its bones have been found here mixed up with those of the 
elephant, and the megalonyx, in deposites brought together 
no doubt by local floods. In other instances skeletons have 
been found nearly entire, buried in lacustrine marls of a 
late period, and in one instance a skeleton was found not 
quite covered up on the surface. They appear to have 
existed during the present order of nature, but in no in- 
stance have we any evidence of their being contemporane- 
ous with what may strictly be called the bistoric period, no 
vestige of any thing which has any relation to the huinan 
race ever having been found mixed up with their remains. 

One of the circumstances which makes this science so 
interesting to all reflecting beings, is, that in no deposite, 
whether of gravel, of sand, or of clay, whether in caves 
or in streams, bave any human remains ever been found, 
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beds, and in calcareous sandstones and shales: very few ( wnpare 

ly are in the pure argillaceous shales, which were probally the an- 
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that were apparently connected, in the most remote man- 
ner, with any of the geological periods which have been 
reviewed. These have disclosed to us surprising instances 
of progressive advance in organic structure, adjusted to tLe 
gradual changes produced in the level of the ocean and the 
consequent increase of dry land. But what crowns the 
consideration of this lofty and attractive subject is, that, 
reverting from these imbedded records of creative power 
to ourselves, the full evidence seems to be before us and 
around us, of a providential preparation for the reception 
of our own race, and of our being placed here at an ap- 
pointed time; not like the animals, with a capacity for 
self-preservation only, but of rising to that sense of the 
responsibility we exist under to the universal Creator, 
which may guide us to another existence when our bodies 
are consigned to the common receptacle of organic nature. 





Reconnoissance from Washington to the Coteau de Prairie 


Trusting that the explanation of geological principles 
which I have given in the preceding pages will enable un- 
initiated readers to comprehend more easily the unavoidable 
technicalities of geological descriptions, | proceed now to 
a relation of my reconnoissance, during the past season, 
from the seat of Government to the Coteau de Prairié¢, a 
ridge of high prairie land lying between the Missouri and 
the Minnay Sotor Watapah (as it is called in the Nacotah 
or Sioux language) or the St. Peter’s river. Desirous of 
making the opportunities for observation which would oc- 
cur on my route to Green Bay as intere-ting and usetul to 
the country as circumstances would permit me to do, I de 
termined to follow the valley of the Potomac into the great 
Western bituminous coal field. ‘To this I was induced by 
various considerations. ‘This route would lead me along 
the line of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, a work which 
deserves to be considered of great magnitude, as well in 
relation to the extraordinary difficulties which have oppo- 
sed themselves to its construction, the amount of capital 
involved in it, in which the Government is so deeply in- 
terested, and the real state of the resources of the country 
through which it passes, upon which a dependence is placed 
fur the eventual indemnification of its cost. ‘The inspec- 
tion of this val'ey could not but be favorable to a correct 
apprehension of the geological structure of the country 
from the falls of the Potomac towards its sources: the 
natural sections on the river were numerous, and the works 
on the canal had lsid open many others, so that any one 
who had before traversed this region by land, with sufficient 
leisure to note the most interesting features of the mineral 
formations, could not but receive an instructive lesson on a 
line where the formations are so repeatedly laid open as 
they are on the vanks of this river. Washington and 
Georgetown are immediately underlaid by the gneiss, and 
in the environs of this last place, especially along the line of 
Rock creek and on the canal, evidences are already perceived 
in the alternate southeast and northwest dip of the rocks, of 
that extensive anticlinal movement by which all the rocks 
along the entire line of the Potomac have been affected, as 
high up as the great bituminous coal field. In the various 
localities here, where the rocks are exposed, the true dip 
of the rocks is so contradicted by the cleavage, that great 


| and patient attention is required to distinguish between 


that and the stratification; but there are some instatices on 
the canal, on leaving Georgetown, where the southeast dip 
of the gneiss is sufficiently clear; after some distance the 
strata become fissile, with large veins of quartz, are elevat 

ed into an almost vertical position, and then dip to the 
northwest, at a very high angle, as far as the Great Falls. 
On approaching tlie falls, the bed of the river presents a 
singular spectacle : harp, isolated masses of dark, glossy 
micaceous slate, turned upon their edges, lie bare for a 
great distance, and oceupy a large area, resembling the 
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breakers of a boisterous sea suddenly petrified. But the | 
river has long ago abandoned this part of ite bed, whilst | 


the proof of the rocks having been reduced to their present 


state by its former action, is abundant in the immense | 


quantity of pot-holes in the rocks, some of them two or 


three feet in diameter, occasioned by the whirling motion | 


of fragments of quartz or other hard mineral matter, in 
depressed parts of the slate, which, when continued a long 
time, make very deep holes, as may be seen in the beds of 
all rivers where the water is low and runs quick. 
perforating process is one of the causes of the destruction 
of strata upon a large scale, the holes becoming so deep and 
numerous that at length the floods have strength enough 
to disintegrate the strata, and subsequently break up the 
fragments. 
wear its way through the stoutest mineral masses, and I 
know of no place which affords a better study of the power 
of water to deepen its own beds, than the singular area 
Ihave mentioned, as well as the falls themselves, which 
are amongst the most picturesque localities of this country." 

A little further to the westward, the slaty rocks again 
dip to the eastward, and are occasionally almost vertical, 
become contorted, and vary in color. At Seneca creek the 
soj! begins to be reddish, and on the west side a soft red 
sandstone comes in, the beds of which appear horizontel 
from the canal, but upon examination have a regular anti- 
clinal structure. Seams of loose red shale abound between 
the strata of sandstone; specimens also of anthracite coal 


have been vbtained from this neighborhood, the nature of 


which, not having been well apprehended, has induced some 
persons to suppose thut this locality might be a continuity 
of the Chesterfield coal field of Virginia. It deserves a re- 
mark that the red shale is a constant concomitant of the 
anthracite coal of the Alleghany system. A few miles 
from Seneca creek, and 24 miles by the canal from George- 
town, the strata dip again to the westward. At Mr. Lee’s 
quarry, from whence valuable slabs are obtained for the 
public works at Washington, fine casts of calamites, with 
impressions of other plants, are found. Seams of red shale 
separate the beds of sandstone occasionally ; carbonate of 
copper is frequent, and small veins of anthracite coal. 
The country for the next fourteen miles presents fine 
slopes and levels, and is occupied for agricultural purposes, 
when an anticlinal ridge of soft red shale comes in upon 
the river at right angles, dipping to the southeast. About 
five miles before reaching the Monocacy river, a calcareous 
breccia, coming in from the northeast, the same of which 
the columns in the legislative halls of the Capito] are made, 
appears in the ridge, alternating with the red shale in broad 
seams, and in many places mixed up with it. It is quite 
apparent that the breccia and the shale have been contem- 
poraneously deposited. Thirty-eight miles from George- 
town the ridge is about eighty feet higher than the canal, 
and still dips cast, but the breccia soon discontinues, and 
the red shale presents a more horizontal appearance, when 
the ridges cease, and a small valley occurs, until, at forty 
miles, the country rises into a ridge again of red shale 
and sandstone, still with a southeast dip. At forty-six 
miles and a half, the ridge is distant about two hundred 
yards from the canal, but shows a good section dipping to 
the west. Atforty-seven miles the breccia comes in again 
in broad seams, dipping to the west, and unmixed with 
any other rock, although the pebbles are in many instances 
set in the 


red shale. As this breccia is one of thuse geo- 
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logical phenomena which explains in a most satisfactory 
manner the nature of the causes which have in ancient times 
modified this portion of the surface of the earth, I shall re- 
vert to it after pursuing the line of the river somewhat 


| further to the northwest. 


At the Point of Rocks, forty-eight miles from George 
town, the Potomac issues from the Cotoctin mountains, 
which form the eastern flank of the Atlantic primary chain 


| "This chain, mineralogically considered, is a mass of pri 


This | 


In long periods of time, water has power to | 


mary slates, sandstones, and quartz, having a north north- 
east direction, and runn ng, with a breadth of about fifteen 
miles from its western to its eastern flank, through an ex 

tensive area of limestone. Geographically considered, it 
consists of two ranges of hills, divided by the Middletown 
valley, the westernmost of which, in this neighborhood, | 

called the Blue ridge, and the eastern one the Cotoctin 
mountains. On arriving at these last, a rema:kable change 
takes place in the aspect of the country; mountainous 
masses, formed of many varieties of primary slates, ex 

ceedingly contorted at times, but with a general dip to the 
east, break through the common level. At Harper's Ferry, 
twelve miles further, these slates, which rise to a very lofty 
mural escarpment of eight or nine hundred feet, dip almost 
in every direction; sometimes the seams appear to form 
round nodules of one hundred feet in diameter, often are 
vertical, then again become concentric. ‘The whole mass 
is in a state of great confusion, which is increased by th: 
cleavage, here exceedingly deceptive. One mile, however, 
further west, the lamin of the slate become thin and nu 

merous, and show the true dip, which is easterly. ‘This ts 
confirmed by the edges of the beds in the Shenandoah at 
low water. A few miles beyond this point, the characte: 
of the country again changes, the slates disappear, and we 
come upon vertical lamina of limestone, which, somewhat 
further on, dip to the west. 

Reverting to the brectia, and with a view to give a more 
satisfactory explanation of it, I shall now trace another se 
tional line, parallel to the one which has been described, 
but reversing the direction, and descending the country from 
northwest to southeast. By following the edge of the 
limestone spoken of as lying in vertical laming, the travel 
ler comes upon Boonsborough, in Maryland, a town which 
stands upon the western flank of the Blue ridge, where it 
joins the great formation of transition limestone, as it has 
hitherto been called. On this line he finds the Blue ri'!ge 
composed of primary slates, chlorites, and sandstones, with 
conglomerate grits, to the eastern foot of the ridge, all dij 
ping east. Entering the Middletown valley, he finds « 
decomposed red shale and talcose slate. Leaving Middl: 
town, which is eight miles from Buonsborough, he crosses 
the Cotoctin mountains, composed of chlorite rocks and 
slates, with green epidote and whithish slaty sandstones, 
and advances towards Fredericktown, also distant eigli' 
miles. When he has lett the mountains behind him, aud 
has advanced to within two and a half miles of the city, he 
finds the ground covered, for a breadth of several hundred 


| yards, with immense dislocated masses cf the calcareous 


4 


breccia, some of them weighing fifty tons, and the frag- 
ments‘ind pebbles of which it is composed cemented to 
gether with a red argillaceous earth. One mile from Fred 
erick he finds the limestone as regularly in place as it 1s 
west of the Blue ridge, its edges crossing the road in a di 
rection of north northeast to south southeast, sometimes dip 
ping, easterlv, and frequently vertical. ‘The limestone con 
tinues uninterruptedly to the Monocacy river, on the east 
ern side of which laminated slates and shales commence 
We have thus all the proofs that the Atlantic primary 
chain has come up from below through the limestone, tit 
urating and breaking it up into fragments of every size, 
which were subsequently transported to the east side of 
the chain by a current from the west, and deposited there, 
intermixed with the decomposed red shale, for no congiom 
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erate has yet been 2 und on ‘the western side. This great 
elevatory movement seems to have been followed by anoth- 
er, which has given the anticlinal arrangement to all the 
rocks of the country; for, after the first deposition of the 
breccia, we find it dislocated and broken up into the masses 
before spoken of. ‘I'his must have taken place posterior to 
its semi-induration, for, where it lies undisturbed, the frag- 
ments of which it is composed are, in numerous localities, 
rent in every direction, their corresponding parts often 
shifted, and the fissures filled up with the carbonate of 
lime. This curious state of the breccia is well exhibted in 
the columns of the Senate and House of Representatives at 
the Capitol. I have followed this breccia for great distan- 
ces along the eastern flank of this chain, and have found it 
always similarly situated; only in some localities, as in 
Fauquier county, Vi irginia, to the northwest of the town 
of Buckland, the breccia is not composed of limestone, but 
of slates, sandstones, and quartz, because the Jimestone 
has never extended to that parallel. We may safely infer, 
from all these circumstances, that the Atlantic primary 
chain was elevated pdsterior to the deposition of the lime- 
stone, which may be considered the equivalent of the low- | 
est beds of Mr. Murchison’s Silurian rocks. 

These non-fossiliferous beds extend now a long way up 
the river, which is very tortuous, embracing many beds of | 
hydraulic lime, which, as well as the common limestone, 
when pure, has added much to the value of real estate here | 
since the construction of the canal. The compact dark | 
blue kind makes an excellent mineral manure, but cracks | 
when used as plastering for rooms, an objection the whiter 
kinds are not so obnoxious to, they being less ferruginous. | 
The whole distance up the river, the beds are anticlinally 
arranged, often forming complete arches, and occasionally | 
the seams, not more than eight inches wide, are disposed 
into concentric forms of forty feet diameter. At Shepherds- 
town a band of quartzose red sandstone, about three feet | 
broad, sometimes crossed with small seams of carbonate 
of lime, runs through the strata of limestone due north and | 
south. 1 obtained a singular specimen from it, with septe | 
standing on its face in relief, like chain coral. Higher up | 
lofty bluffs of limestone approach the river on both sides; 
some of them on the left bank are cavernous, with pendent 
stalactites inside. Near Williamsport the beds frequently 
dipped both ways in a short distance ; indeed, in some lo- 
calities they have a wavy structure, forming a set of anti- 
clinal and synclinal lines, as in diagram 10, where, at a, a 
ravine, the continuity is interrupted by the removal of min- | 
eral matter. Diagrem No. 11 represents another locality 
near Williamsport, where, at a, a part of the beds seems to 
have slid off, and to have left a ravine, where trees are now 
growing. The main beds of limestone here are about three | 
feet wide. In approaching the Alleghany ridges the evi- 
dences are abundant of a great disturbance in the beds. I 
copied the appearances exhibited by them in diagram 12, 
within the space of three miles. At Williamsport a slaty | 
shale comes in at the river, through which a road has | 
been cut to the canal bridge, which exhibits the lamine 
standing in every possible direction. ‘T'he canal not being 
navigable beyond this town, which is one hundred miles 
from Georgetown, I abandoned those instructive banks of 
the river, and continued over the limestone, occasionally 
alternating with shale, by the upper route to Clear Spring, 
about seven miles. A little beyond this place the forma- 
tions change, and the heavy limestone water is exchanged 
for the pure springs flowing from the shales and sandstones 
of the North mountain, the first in advance of the Alle- 
ghany system of ridges west of the Atlantic primary. Fur- | 
ther on, about nine miles, a fine fossiliferous bed of lime- 
stone comes in on the J.icking creek, containing producta, 
#pirifers, cardia, and some goniatites. There is, however, 
a lower route, by the way of what is called Big Spring, 
betwixt the North mountain and the river, where the lime- 
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stone, with the exception of a few continuous beds of shale, 
is continuous; and as the North mountain, on the Virginia 
side, across the Potomac, continues its course to the S. S. 
W., it is evident that the bed of the river has been exca- 
vated subsequent to the deposite of the North mountain, 
and that the shales and sandstones have been removed from 
the limestone occupying the space between the now separ- 
ated portions of the mountain. I have subsequently had 
an opportunity of examining the country on the Virginia 
side, and found every thing in correspondence there. The 
limestone extends from Shepherdstown to the east flank of 


| the North mountain, near Hedgesville, and the same beds 


of shale which are observed on the opposite side occur on 
this side, betwixt this last-mentioned place and Martins- 
burg. Pursuing the road from Licking creek to Hancock, 
there are numerous sectivns of shales and sandstones, dip- 
ping alternately east and west, the strata frequently ex- 
hibiting imperfect arches. On the route a very distinct 
view is had of a narrow valley, on the Virginia side, lying 
between two subordinate ridges, called the Third hill and 
Sleepy-creek mountain. Here the first veins are found of 
anthracite coal of a good quality; and although they are 
known to extend many miles to the S. 8S. W., no exami- 
nation of them has yet been made minate enough to ascer- 
tain their capacity. This I learned from some of the pro- 
prietors is about to be done. 

From Hancock to Cumberland, the proposed termination 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal, about forty miles, a great 
number of subordinate ridges are crossed, consisting of red 
shales, sandstones, ferruginous ores, grits, and occasional 
bands of encrinital limestone. Some of these are the bifur- 
cations of one principal ridge, as Town hill is of Sidling 
hill, which extends up to the Juniatta, in Pennsylvania; 
all, however, appear to have one general magnetic direc- 
tion, ranning between north and northeast.* At Flint 
Stone, twelve miles from Cumberland, are beds of limestone, 
containing fossils analogous to those of the carboniferous 
limestone of the Western country, bellerophon, lingula, 
avicula, turbo, a great variety of favosites, madrepores, and 
other zoophytes, and beds of encrinites, converted into cal- 
careous spar, which would make very beautiful marbles 
These beds appears to me to be the equivalents of the Lud- 
low rocks. The country again rises with shales and sand- 
stones, but on approaching Cumberland, beds of limestone 
are again met with, but very slaty, and alternating with 
shale and sandstone; sometimes they are horizontal, some- 
times contorted, and are thrown even into vertical inclina- 
tions. The fossils here again come near to those of the 
carboniferous limestone. ‘To the west of this place rises a 
lofty ridge, called Will’s mountain, about 900 feet in height, 
with an immense gap, through which Will's creek finds its 
way tothe Potomac. East, however, of this mountain is 
a small ridge, which stops short of Cumberland to the 
northeast, being divided from its southern portion, which 
continues its southern course across the Potomac in 
Virginia, by a basin about a mile and a half wide, in which 
Cumberland is situated, and through which the Potomac 
flows. ‘This ridge is composed of shale and limestone, 
with producta, spirifers, and cardia. It is evident.that the 
ancient floods which have retired from this part of the 
country at the period of its becoming dry land, have carried 
away the subjacent shale, and that the superincumbent 
limestone has fallen in for want of support. ‘The gorge of 
Will’s mountain is a very remukable locality; it extends 
about 3,000 paces, and is in some places 500 paces wide, 





* Charles B. Fisk, Esq., the intelligent chief engineer of the Ches- 


apeake and Ohio canal, was obliging enough to have parallel lines run 
for me, to cover points of white granular sandstone, and red sandstone, 
which had been identified as belonging to the ar aticli nal strata, follow 









ing the magnetic direction above alluded t These ies. Which ex- 
tended from the neighborhood of Hancock across the Cacapon river to 
a point west of the Cacapon and south of the Putomac gavea course of 
S. 34 degrees W 
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presenting a very curious and quite a magnificent section 
of the mountain. This consists of red shale, subjacent to 
grayish sandstones and grits. On the north side the sum- 
mit is about 850 feet from the creek, showing a bold mural 
escarpment, with an immense talus of fallen masses, ex- 
tending twu-thirds of the way up the cliff. On the south 
side, at the eastern end, the base rises by a slight inclina- 
tion into a regular curvature of the beds, the lowest being 
a red shale, and the upper beds consisting of grayish sand- 
stones and grits. ‘The curvature presents a segment of an 
arch, the base of which would be about 9,000 feet. On 
reaching the western end of the gap, I observed that the 
flexture of the beds had as it were collapsed, and that a 
great many of them, to the amount of about 200 feet in 
thickness, were hanging vertica!ly upon the flattened side 
of the arch, as in diagram 13. Amongst the rubbish I had 
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seen some specimens of fucoides Alleghaniensis, and as | 
soon as I fully comprehended the collapsed state of these | 
rocks, it occurred to me that I might possibly find the beds | 


to which they belong, and climbing the cliff and looking 
diligently about, I had the satisfaction of finding them, 
with several other varieties of fucus in place on the outer- 
most of the vertical beds. The fuci all belonging to the 
seaweed tribe of plants,* these must have grown upon the 
flat bed of the sea. It is evident, therefore, that all the 
beds had been bent up by some action from below, and that, 
from some inequality in the action, or from some external 
cause, the bed on which they lay together with its associate 
strata, had collapsed towards the centre, in such a manner 
that they would appear to have been thrown up into a ver- 
tical position, if the incurvated part had been concealed. 

A few miles from this remarkable gap, on the road to- 
wards Frostburg, a change in the formations takes place ; 
the sandstone becomes micaceous, and the shales alternate 
with bands of limestone. The country now rises over 
Dan's mountain, the eastern limit here of the Western 
bituminous coal field, to Frostburg, ten miles from Cum- 
berland, and it is in the vicinity of this place, which is 


about eighteen hundred and fifty feet above the level of | 








eighteen miles, to the village of Westernport, on the north- 
ern branch of the Potomac. The valley is hemmed in by 
lofty hills, containing various veins of coal. ‘Three miles 
beyond Westernport and one beyond the mouth of Savage 
river, the Potomac has worn its way through a ridge, ap- 
parently nine hundred feet high at least, making a gap of 
a mile wide. On the south side is a very curious vertical 
section, (Diagram No. 14,*) exhibiting the rare spectacle 
of six workable veins of coal, containing near forty feet ot 
coal and two bands of iron ore. ‘The uppermost of these 
veins is about sixteen feet thick, and is about eight hun- 
dred feet from the level of the river. The six-feet vein of 
this locality has a band about one foot thick of argillaceous 
shale in the centre, like the vein at Frostburg, and the 
three-feet vein is somewhat pyritiferous. ‘These circum- 
stances may assist future observers in their inquiries 
whether these veins are continuous and identical. The 
coal is nearly at the same height at both localities, Frost- 
burg being one thousand two hundred and seventy-five 


| feet above the level of Cumberland, and the summit of the 


section near Savage river having about the same elevation, 
the truncated mountain being perhaps nine hundred and 
fifty feet high, and the fall to Cumberland from thence be- 
ing about three hundred and thirty feet. ‘The veins at 
both places dip to the west. I regretted at the time not 


| having leisure to examine this subject more minutely with 


reference to the general continuity of the veins. When 


| the impedimentst to the navigation shall at some future 


tide-water, that those fine veins of bituminous coal have | dist 
| spring, the bottom of the car was let go, and the coal 
| dropped into the hold ; the car was then hoisted up again, 


been opened which are hereafter, when the canal is finish- 
ed, to come in competition with the other bituminous coals 
on the Atlantic border. 
there appear to be four regularly developed, giving twenty 
feet of coal, is ten feet thick, and would be all of a very 
excellent quality, if it were not for a deposite of shale, 
from six to twelve inches thick, in the centre of the vein. 
A vory great advantage which this coal, in common with 
all the bituminous coal mines of the West possesses, is, 
that in consequence of the deficiency of the several forma- 
tions of the geological colamn, which has been before men- 
tioned, and the elevation of the region above the river lev- 
els, the coal is excavated with comparatively little cost, 
and, dipping gently to the west, the drainage is easily ef- 
fected. The hydrates of iron, also, of this neighborhood, 
are very promising, but the continuity of deposites of this 
character is very variable, and no calculation can be made 
either of their extent or thickness, unless the beds have 
been very generally worked and for along time. This is 
not the case with the coal, which takes its origin from a 
different cause, and which develops itself in many neigh- 
boring localities, with the greatest assurance of its being 
continuous, Frostburg is the summit-level of the country, 
and the beds lie generally in the same horizontal manner 
in which they were deposited ; from which the inference 
may be safely drawn that they were deposited posterior to 
the movement which has given an anticlina! arrangement 
to all the beds lying between them and Georgetown. 

From Frostburg I descended the valley of George’s creek 





* Some of the recent species of fuci are many hundred feet in length, 
and have a gmall bladder at the end of their leaves, by the aid of which 
they float, 


One of the veins here, of which | 


period be overcome, there will be no part of the world, 
perhaps, where coal can be mined and shipped with great- 
er facility than at the Savage mountain. The gallerice 
can be constructed in the broad face of day, and the coa} 
let down by drops to the boats below. I remember seeing 
this admirable contrivance at Sunderland, in England: the 
coal being brought from the mines to the river at an eleva- 
tion of several hundred feet, one car at a time, laden with 
coal, was carried out by machinery, and suspended over 
that part of the river where the vessel lay ; it was then let 
down, with the man accompanying it, within a moderate 
distance from the open hatches; the man then touching a 


and another let down. 
Returning to Cumberland from Westernport, a distance 


| of twenty-eight miles, by the banks of the Potomac as far 
| as it was practicable, I had a fine opportunity of observing 
| the river sections in a part of the country remarkably wild 


and picturesque, where the river occasionally wound its 
way through very narrow mountainous gorges. Not far 
from Westernport, on the left bank, there is another coal 
vein, of about twelve feet, which I was told reappeared on 


| the southern or Virginia side, at nearly the same level, 


about three miles distant. The termination of the coal 
field was soon marked by the reapperance of anticlinal and 
contorted limestone beds alternating with shale. Some- 
times the hills come down to the left bank so abruptly as 
to make it necessary to crossto the Virginiashore. At one 
place the mountain descends in an inclination of seventy 
degrees to the river, and a bridle-path has been made, 
which crosses this slope at an elevation of five hundred 
feet, over which a careless traveller might be easily pre- 
cipitated. This was a section of Dan’s mountain, which 
I had before crossed on my way to Frostburg. On de- 


scending the east side of this mountain, I came in view of 


a most striking section of the limestone beds on the opposite 
bank of the Potomac, where the flexure of the rocks was 
occasionally continued in an anticlinal and synclinal line, 
upon a large scale, and the surface had been so curiously 





* In this diagram the thickness and successi: n of the coal veins are 
put down without réference to the thickness of the beds of sandstone 
which separace them 

+ In thirty-one miles the fal] is three hundred and twenty-four feet 









removed in various parts, that sometimes a perfect arch was 
left, and at other times an inverted one. Diagram No 15 
represents one of these sections. 

From Cumberland I now went in a northerly direction 
neat forty miles to Bedford, along a valley between Wili’s 
mountain on the west, aud Evitt’s mountain, a somewhat 
smaller ridge, on the east. The red shale which underlies 


Will’s mountain at Cumberland, constantly appears subor- | 


dinate to the sandstone on this route. ‘The valley abounds 
with knolls of limestone, containing fossils of the carbonif- 
erous limestone, resembling the knolls in Allegany county, 
Virginia, lower down on this range, about two hundred 
miles south, in the vicinity of the Sweet springs. The 


constancy of the phenomena connected with the anticlinal | 


arrangement of the whole series of Allegany ridges, seems 
to suggest the true explanation of their origia. Prior to 
this undulating elevatory movement, the level of these 
beds seems not only to have been higher, but to have been 
continuous and without valleys. Whilst some parts of the 
strata were forced up into the anticlinal! form, in a constant 
magnetic direction, the intervening distance betwixt each 
axis or ridge would probably be thrown into a ruinous state, 
and as the dry land rose and the waters retired, the ruins 
would at length be borne away, and the valleys remain. 
All these ridges, however, are not in a perfectly anticlinal 
state at present. At Prospect rock, at the top of the Caca- 
pon mountain, in Morgan county, Virginia, the strata have 
an easterly dip, whilst on the west side the beds are trun- 
cated, and the greater portion of the mountain on this side 
seems to have been carried away. The origin I have here 
attributed to these ridges seems the more probable, when 
it is considered that they only commence where the shales 
come in, which, being easily removed, soon cause the ruin 
of the superincurnbent strata. 

In the vicinity of Bedford, which is remarkable for its 
efficacivus mineral waters, the limestone and shale alternate. 
The limestone, in strong strata, contains impressions of 
products, spirifers, and cardia, and in a crumbling shale 
superincumbent, I found great quantities both of bellerophon 
and goniatites. 

From this place I pursued a northwesterly course again, 
towards the bituminous coal field, passing over the usual 
beds of limestone, shale, and sandstone. Fifteen miles 
from Beuford I again came upon the great horizontal de- 
posites of the country, from whence the waters flow to the 
Ohio, called here the Backbone mountain, in many places 
the great Allegany mountain, but which, from its being the 
constant limit, during its longcourse, of the great West- 
ern bituminous coal field, should be known by a general 
characteristic name. Here, on the Shellburg road, the 
mountain is twelve miles from base to base, and has a table 
land at the summit of eight miles broad. Advancing to the 


suminit, a regular millstone grit occurs, with beds of con- | 


glomerate, underlain by shale; and at the top, about half 
a mile to the right of the road, there is a coal vein worked 
by a person named Stotler, about seven feet wide, with two 
feet of bituminous shale in the centre. This vein is per- 
fectly horizontal, and conforms to the subjacent strata. 
From hence to Pittsburg, about eighty miles, the coal 
constantly crops out in all the ravines and in descending 
most of the hills. Opposite to this prosperous town, at the 
junction of the Monongahela with the Ohio, there is a fine 
section, about 400 feet high, containing a six feet vein, which 
has been long worked for the use of the city. It would be 
superfluous in me to allude to other localities, or to those 
which are so exceedingly interesting up the valley of the 
Monongahela, it having been recently done with much 
detail and accuracy.” The great extent also of this West- 
ern coal region is sufficiently known to convey am adequate 





* Dr. S. P. Hildreth ‘on the bituminous coal deposites of the valley 
of the Ohio,” &c.—See Silliman’s Journal, October, 1835 
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| idea of its vast resourees.* Mr. R. C. Taylor estimates 


the area covered by certain countiesin Pennsylvania which 
i lie within it, to cover twenty-one thousand square miles, 
| exclusive of other counties which lie partially out of it. 
| If to this are added the extensive deposites ij Ohio, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, Kentucky, ‘Tennessee, Indiana, and Mis- 
| souri, we see sufficient reasons for indulging the most 
sanguine anticipations of the future wealth to be accumu- 
| lated in this part of the country. But it is not the coal 
alone—its concumitants, iron and salt, wil! aid in accelera- 
ting its prosperity. Although the general geological arrange- 
ment of the coal measures in the United States and in En- 
gland is very similar, as to the mineral structure of the beds, 
the organic incidents, and the associate deposites of iron, 
yet the analogy does not hold as respects the salt. I shall 
make a few remarks on this subject by-and-by, which will 
| be comparatively useful to observers here. The beds of 
| the coal measures in the northern counties of England, are 
irregular alternations of sandstones, composed of fragments 
| of silex, mica, and felspar with a mineral cement, schistose 
clayey beds, and veins of bituminous coal. The schistose 
| beds contain iron-stone, in nodules and layers, which ap- 
| pear to be formed by molecular attraction in the ancient 
| muds, now become shale. The sandstones are very fissile, 
0 Ning to the disposition of the mica ; they consist of rounded 
granular quartz, from masses of which their constituent 
parts may have been detached with the mica. In this 
country there are numerous thick beds of sandstone formed 
with rounded grains of quartz in the upper part of the car- 
boniferous limestone formation as well as the millstone grit, 
which have no mica. ‘The sandstones with mica, here 
spoken of, are much less coherent than the micaceous sand- 
stones in connexion with the primary rocks, of which there 
are some fine examples up Rock creek, in the District of 
Columbia. 

These fissile sandstones frequently contain stems and 
fragments of terrestrial plants, and are often separated by 
beds of limestone containing marine shells. The abrupt 
changes of these mineral strata, and their organic contents, 
often without admixture, show that they have been depos- 
ited not at distinct periods alone, but under circumstances 
widely different. The strata appear at one time to have 
been covered with calcareous salt waters, which subse- 
quently became dry land, and afterwards received argilla- 
ceous deposites of mechanical origin, brought by fresh 
water, in the manner alluded to when the wealden group 
was treated of. In some of these shales, the remains of 
fossil unios are found associated with the plants, showing 
that the same state of things existed in the muds of the 
estuaries and rivers of ancient geological periods, which 
we are constantly observing on this continent under the 
present order of nature. These unios are found in great 
abundance in the Jarrow colliery, in the Newcastle dis- 
trict, many of them lying with the valves gaping open, and 

| proving conclusively that the bed where they are now 
| found was once the surface of the earth, though now many 
hundred feet below it.t ‘This bed is only one of a number 
similarly situated, and if it constituted the surface a suffi- 
cient period of time, as we see it did, to admit of succes- 
sive generations of plants and fresh-water mollusca grow- 
ing on it, what duration of time must be allowed for the 
aggregate formation of the whole coal measures, when 
each bed in its turn constituted the surface for an undefi- 





* Besides the numerous quantity of veins lying high and dry above 
the streams, there are the yet unexplored ones lying beneath them 
In boring for salt water in many parts of this region, many coal veins 


| have been passed through, some of them six and eight feet thick 
Those in the Newcastle district, England, known as the high and low 
main seams, which are worked at great depths, are known to extend 
over 150 miles square, and have been mined for several years 


+ Similar observations have been made here. Dr. Hildreth (pages 
69, 70) observes that fossil unios, melania, and lymnea, all fresh 
water genera, are found “in abed of dark carbonaceous clay,” ata 
level many feet below the cual 
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ned poriod? And then lit are we to think of the period 
necessary for the deposition of all the stratified portion of 
the earth, when the coal measures stand in so small a re- 
Jation to the whole ? 

This portion of the carboniferous group presents also the 


singular spectacle of vegetable fossils prevailing almost to | 


the exclusion of all others—a circumstance which gives 
weight to the vegetable origin of bituminous coal. Beo- 
sides the profusion of vegetable fossil impressions found on 
the bituminous shales superincumbent on the coal veins, 
we find the leaves und stems of great varieties of plants dis- 


persed in the slaty and siliceous beds alternating with the | 
coal, as if they had been deposited at a geological epoch | the Monmouthshire Canal Company, there were brought 
| down to the wharves of Newport from that district alone, 


| in one year, 513,974 tons of coal, and 104,129 tons of 
probable that coal veins must have been furnished by plants | 


devoted almost exclusively to the vegetation of plants. 
Assuming the vegetable origin of coal, it appears most 


which grew on the spot, as peats do at present. In cases 
where plants have accumulated by being swept from a dis- 
tance into particular situations, as at Bovey Heathfield, in 


| 
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strata at the Disoion Furnace,* Scioto, Ohio, shows a mean 
thickness of about six feet in three beds alternating with 


| coal. The deposites of this kind which I have examined 


| 
| 


| 


in the United States appear to have been made almost al| 
froin fresh-water chalybeates, loaded with ferruginous mat- 
ter, which accords with similar beds in Europe. At Ab- 


| ersychan, in South Wales, England, the beds, in a breadth 


| 


| 
{ 
| 


Devonshire, where whole forests seem to have swept off | 


from the Dartmoor granite, and collected in a basin lower 
down, we must expect to find them, as they are there, 
mixed up with gravel and detritus; but that does not oc- 
cur in the coal veins; they are composed of pure combus- 
tible matter, although, as has been seen, they are some- 
times divided by argillaceous layers. If we were to en- 
deavor to account fur the coal measures on the hypothesis 
of plants transported from more elevated and distant dis- 


gone. Tho degree of bitumination belonging to the many 


of 119 yards, give an aggregate thickness of 42 feet 8 in- 
ches of coal, yielding upwards of 30,000 tons to the acre, 
whilst the numerous deposites of hydrate of iron alternating 
with the coal veins give at the rate of 15,000 tons per acre 
Mr. R. C. Taylor statest that, by the official returns of 


iron. 

Thus far the analogy between the structure of this por 
tion of the geological column in both hemispheres seems to 
be perfect; it fails, however, as it respects the salt, which 
in England is drawn from the new red sandstone group, 


| higher up in the series than the coal measures, whilst in 
| this country, in Pennsylvania, in Ohio, and un the Kena. 


wha in Virginia, the coal strata have to be penetrated to 
arrive at the salt. In my report of last year, I gave a section 
of this kind 700 feet deep, at Kiskiminetas, in Pennsylva 
nia. Dr. Hildreth states that, twenty-five miles from the 
mouth of the Muskingum, wells have been sunk 900 feet 


| deep for salt, which is 300 feet below the level of tide 
tricts, in vain we look for vestiges of such districts, lost in | 
admiration at the changes which the surface has under- | 


varieties of coal, and upon which their excellence for par- | 
ticular purposes depends, may be caused by the inherent | 


qualities of the plants of which they are the supposed re- 
sidygum. There is one particular in which the bituminous 
coal region of this country differs widely from that of Eng- 
land: here the beds lie generally as undisturbed as when 
they were deposited ; there they have been dislocated and 
shifted in a surprising manner. 


been rent, and a subsidence of one portion has taken place 
to the extent of 140 fathoms, near 850 feet. When this 
was effected, of course the corresponding part would have 


There are instances of | 
faults, in the Newcastle district, where the strata have 


formed an escarpment to that extent; yet all this has been | 


removed, for the surface of the country is now level. 

Not having, upon this occasion, 
great deposites of anthracite coal, I shall not refer to them 
any further than to observe that they are totaily distinct, 
as to their geological position, from the bituminous coals, 
and of a distinct quality. 
Broad-top mountain, in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, 
they are entirely non-bituminous, and are all, without ex- 
ception, deposited low down, amongst what have been 
called the grauwacke rocks, and in that group which, 
when it comes to be minutely examined and compared, 
will, I have no doubt, prove the equivalent of Mr. Marchi- 
son’s Silurian rocks. There are very strong resemblances 
amongst some of the fossil plants found in the shales of 
both the bituminous and non-bituminous beds, but I be- 
lieve the amount of the differences, when they are care- 
fully compared by experienced observers, which measures 
are taking to have done, will prove tu be great and charac- 
teristic. 

Deposites of hydrate of iron accompany the bituminous 
coal measures, as they do in England, but in this country 
they vary exceedingly in their extent and capacity. The 
beds in the neighborhood of the Potomac appear to be 
thick, and, if they are continuous, will be of immense 
value. The deposites in the vicinity of Frostburg are said 
to give a thickness of fifty-four feet.* A section of the 


* Report of an examination of the coal measures, including the iron 


ore deposites, kc. George W. Hughes, U.S. Civil Engineer, p. 20 


passed through the | 


With some exceptions, as at | 


water. Itis avery general opinion that these wells are 
supplied from the percolation of fresh water through cer 

tain saliferous strata, charged with particles of salt, and 
of course suffici ently porous to be pervious to water 

These strata consist of porous, whitish-colored, fine 

grained sandstone, often tinged with a red color; calca- 
reous rocks of a harder structure; marly clays, contain 

ing particles of salt; and cavities, formerly containing 
large crystals. These general characters seem to be com 

mon to all the borings. From the general direction of the 
salt-works of this country an inference may be drawn that 
these saliferous rocks run parallel to the direction of the 
great bituminous coal field, and may, in fact, constitute a 
mineral zone, saturated with salt, and conforming in it 

general direction to other great mineral zones parallel to it 
on the east. This isa subject highly deserving the most 
accurate observation. The deeper the wells are sunk, the 
stronger the brines are found, probably on account of the 
exhausted state of the rocks previously used. Generally 
speaking, also, the brinet only become gypseous at the 
greatest depths. 

Considering, however, the Alleghany or Backbone moun 
tain alluded to, near Shellburg, in Pennsylvania, as a great 
geographical boundary separating the Western bituminous 
coal measures from all the anthracite beds of the Silurian 
rocks, running in a southwesterly direction to join the 
Cumberland mountains, and having the salt deposites west 
of it, we find some important salines east of this great 
boundary, as at Saltville, near Abingdon, in Washington 
county, Virginia; but the floor of this valley, lying between 
Clineh’s and Walker’s mountains, is the highly-inclined 
limestone found east of Hancock, in Maryland, alternating 
with shale, and carrying older fossils than those which are 
found even in the carboniferous limestone. ‘The Abingdon 
wells, which I visited in 1834, are in a totally different 
deposite from those stony strata west of the boundary just 
described. The valley in question has, before the Jeposite 
of the salt, been much deeper than it is now, and has been 
partly filled up by gypseous and saliferous clays. In dig- 
ging the first ten feet, they go through a blackish loam 
which forms the surface of the whole valley, then twenty 
feet of blue and reddish clay, then thirty feet of clays very 


* Dr. Hildreth’s Observations, &c. Silliman, Oct., 1835, page 132 
t Transactions Geological Society of London, vol. 3, page 435 
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much intermixed with gypsum, and lower down, to about 
two hundred and twelve feet—the greatest depth they have 
been obliged to go, for here the boring instruments drop 
into an unmgasured deposite of brine—through masses of 
gypsum,* sometimes containing a little clay, and occasion- 
ally compact argillaceous lamine, with ferruginous pebbles 
and peices of sandstone. In the immediate vicinity of 
these salt-wells are extensive dry deposites of gypsum, 
where it is quarried for the use of the adjacent country. 


There are also others higher up the ‘valley, nearer the | 


sources of the Holsten. ‘The average quantity of brine 
necessary to make a bushel of salt at Kenawha is said to 
be about seventy gallons, but at Saltviile, twenty-four gal- 
lons are sufficient to make one bushel, and this of the pu- 
rest kind, there being no traces of muriate of lime in it, 
which is so troublesome at the other salt-works where the 
brine acts upon calcareous rocks. ‘The brine here comes 
from the pumps loaded with sulphate of lime or gypsum, 
which is deposited in the form of blocking in the pans where 
the brine is boiled. 
ible. Ligneous fuel, however, is rapidly disappearing 
from the neighborhood, and the proprietors would do well 
to institute a search for coal, which may probably be found 
in the vicinity. 

The geological position of Pittsburg is interesting. The 
Alleghany and Monongahela rivers unite here to form the 
Ohio. In ancient times, before the streams ef this conti- 
nent were reduced to their present level, the mud they 
brought down was deposited at the point of their conflu- 
ence; this, since the lowering of the streams, has become 
the triangular alluvial deposite where Pittsburg is built, 
and which now occupies almost the whole area. From this 
place the country descends parallel with the Ohio river, 
whose banks of alternate sandstone, shale, and limestone, 
are from 350 to 450 feet high, to Beaver, in Ohio, where, 
in the valley of the Big Beaver river, several coal veins are 
observed. The country now rises to Ravenna, the sum- 
mit-level of this part of Ohio, about 1,140 feet above tide- 
water. Boulders and gravel of primary rocks are for the 
first time found on the route here, and cantinue to increase 
in proceeding westward to Cleveland, Ohio, upon Lake 
Erie, sixty-four miles distant. Here we have the evidence 
of a lowering of level of the Western waters, a low rich 
alluvial flat extending fromm the banks of the lake, about 
fifty feet high, three miles east to its ancient border. The 
same appearance presents itself in various parts of the shore 
of this lake, as well as on the shores of Lake Ontario. At 








Geological Reconnvissance. 


| highly inclined, and some horizontal. 


Sil 


[25th Cone. Ist Szss. 














water were quite soft, but indurated afterwards, and proved 
to be the same species as others now found in the neighbor- 
ing parts of the lake. The next two hundred and thirty-five 
miles, to the island of Michilimackinac, I made on the lake.* 
This is a small island, formed of a soft and extremely po- 
rous caleareous rock, broken down from top to bottom into 
a breccia, and re-cemented. It has at some period been 
much higher than it is, isolated portions still remaining far 
above the general level. The Sugar-lo«f, a sort of pinna- 
cle, or out-lier, is an instance of this. It is a brecciated 
pillar, composed of adhesive portions of the old calcareous 
beds, which have resisted the causes that have overthrown 
the stratification; some of the masses are vertical, others 
In some parts of 
the island the beds wére not so much disturbed, and were 
underlain by soft, marly, broken-down, calcareous matter. 
I saw very heavy masses of the same porous limestone 


| which had been fished up in the bay, which proves that 


These salines appear to be inexhaust- | 


| village named Navarino, is rapidly growing up. 


Sandusky regular beds of the carboniferous limestone, with | 


its usual fossils, are found. On this great level the forma- 
tions change no more for an immense distance in the line 
of my route. On the approach to Detroit, nothing is to be 
seen but a low sedgy shore to the west, and a flat country 
to the east, consisting of sand and clay, without any sen 
sible inequality of surface, being the old lacustrine depos- 
ite, when the whole of this region formed one large lake. 


This appears to have become dry land at the lowering of 


the waters of this continent, more than once already allud- 
ed to. At Fort Gratiot, seventy-five miles from Detroit, 
tinding some anodontas on the shore of the St. Clair river, 
I had the curiosity to dig into the sides and bottom of the 
bank of the river, about thirty feet high, where [ found 


| rival, that from 6 P. M. to 11 A. M 


great quantities of unios, anodontas, and numerous fresh- | 


water shells inclosed in the clay ; those near the level of the | |; 


————- 


* There is a striking analogy between this deposite and those of Is- 
chil,on the Gmunden lake, in Germany, which originally gave its 
name to Salzt There is an interesting paper in the American 
Journal, &c. for January, 1°36, from atofticer in the United States na- 
vy who visited these salt works, in which he says, “ The gangue of the 
salt, if the word may be used, is composed chiefly of a clayey earth, 


urgh. 






mixed up with irregular blocks of sulphate of liine. The salt is min- 
gied with these, ysually in strata of from six inches to two feet in 
thickness.” Fresh water is let into ihe chambers of these de posites, 
ind when saturated is drawn off. This is probably the natural mau 
ner in which the brine is tormed at Saltville. 


the isiand is an out-lier, greatly reduced in size, of what 
was once connected with the adjacent country. This my 
time did not permit me to visit. There is not much to occu- 
py a geologist on this island, but in my walks to a eimall 
plantation called the Farm of the Mission, I saw an exten 
sive lacustrine deposite, full of various species of planorbis, 
&c., of the usual kind, the which, if | had seen any one 
to impart the information to, I should have informed them 
would have greatly improved their scanty crops, if they 
had thought proper to dress their lands with it. 

Intending to strike the Mississippi by way of the Wis 
konsan river, I. proceeded from this point to the mouth of 
Fox river, at the bottom of Green bay of Lake Michigan, 
where Fort Howard is situated, and where a flourishing 
I had no 
opportunity of landing at any of the islauds in Lake Michi 
gan, but passed sufficiently near to the fine sections ex 
hibited in the lofty banks of the southernmost of the 
Wagooshugamessum, or Fox islands, to perceive they 
were a white incoherent sandstone, such as | subsequently 
met extensive beds of further to the southwest. On ex 
aipining the country as rapidly as my time perinitted, | 
found a ledge of strong horizontal beds of carboniferous 
limestone, about eight miles from Navarino on the east, 
and distant about two miles from the lake ; these contained 
orthocera, together with the characteristic fossils. Between 
this ledge and the shore other indisputable evidences pre 
sent themselves of the recession of the waters of the lake. 
The soil about Navarino is a rich siliceo-calcareous loam, 
of the greatest fertility. 

At this place that singular phenomenon which was ob 
served by the old French discoverers, and which ts men- 
tioned by Charlevoix, still attracts the attention of the 
traveller. I had observed in the neighborhood of Fort 
Gratiot, on Lake Huron, evidences of a varying level of 
the waters ; but as it did not differ from that of all large 
bodies of fresh water, [ attributed it to the influence of the 
winds on the surface; but here is a perfect representation 
of a tidal shore. I had put rods down to form some esti 
mate of this movement, and ascertained, soon after my at 
of the succeeding 
day, the water had ebbed twenty-four feet, and one foot 


* It appeared to me som 
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perpendicular. Subsequently I found the flux and reflux 





to be quite irregular as.to periods, although the phenome- | 


non is of daily occurrence: and this was confirmed to me 
by an intelligent resident of the place, who was in the 
habit of observing it both winter aud summer. In the 
winter he informed me the ice forms in a solid mass to the 
bottom near to the shores, whilst in the centre of the river, 
the water at the flow lifts up the ice, which, when the re- 
flux takes place, cracks, and is swayed down again. ‘The 
observations which Governor Cass made near the mouth of 
Fox river in 1828,* show an extreme irregularity in the 
periods of this rise and fail, aid which is totally inconsistent 
with the regular recurrences of lunar influence. In the 
ae referred to, which is from the able pen of Major 

hiting, U. 8. A., there is a letter from Governor Cass, 
which explains the phenomenon by a reference to causes 
as constant and irregular as the phenomenon itself. 
bay isan arm of Lake Michigan, running nearly parallel 
to it, and about one-fourth of its length. Lake Michigan 
is about three hundred miles long and fifty broad, holding 
a straight course somewhat east of north, (parallel to all 
the characteristic mineral directions of this continent.) 
Governor Cass supposes that when the northerly winds are 
packing up the waters at the mouth of Fox river, the 
wind-tide continues still driving on towards Chicago at the 
southern end of Lake Michigan; the effect of which, by 
lowering the level at the mouth of Green bay, will cause 
an ebb from the bay into the lake, which will equally pre- 
vail at Fox river, and this even during the existence of the 
wind that had caused the flow there. This would ex- 
plain the reason of Charlevoix’s surprise at seeing his ca- 
nve floating offin the face of the wind. A series of obser- 


Green | 
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about. Atother places the channel went for great dis. 
tances through dense areas of wild. rice stalks, ten feet high, 
mixed up with rushes and other aquatic plants, so as to 
exclude every object but the sky. At times the water was 
so shallow it was with difficulty the canoe could be forced 
through it. Often it was necessary to trust altogether to 
the compass, and the immediate approach to Fort Winne- 
bago was so tortuous, the channel so often turned back upon 
itself, that the compass was quite useless. Whatever the 
direction, the country is covered with these tall plants, and 
the grasses on the land, when you succeed in getting there, 
are so rank (now that the the buffalo has left this part of 
the country) that it is difficult toadvance. It is in fact the 
summit-level of this part of the country, the Fox river 











| draining it towards the north, and Rock river and the Wis- 


konsan draining it towards the south. Before the retreat of 
the waters, which has been before spoken of, which per- 
haps was contemporaneous with the disintegration of the 
sandstone, these extensive rice swamps have been lakes, 
and it is only since their subsidence that the zizania has be- 


| gun to grow. 


vations made in the neighborhood of Fort Gratiot, at Sagi- | 
naw bay, at Checago, and Green bay, noting accurately | 


the contemporaneous state of the winds, and any change of 
level at Michilimackinac, where the same wind would act 
upon Lake Huron, would probably confirm the very judi- 
cious opinion of Governor Cass. 

From this place there is canoe and flat-boat naviga- 
tion up Lower Fox river to Lake Winnebago. Ata dis- 
tance of about forty miles, the banks of the river are quite 
remarkable for the beauty of their slopes ; and the general 
fertility uf the soil, composed of siliceo-calcareous earth, 
mixed up with vegetable matter, will soon bring a great 
population into this part of the country. On approaching 
the rapids of Kahkawning, called Cocolo by the Canadians, 


In the neighborhood of Fort Winnebago the country be 
gins to rise, and the beds of carboniferous limestone ob 
served in Lower Fox river, are overlain by beds of quart- 
zose sandstone, having occasional siliceo-caleareous seams 
amongst them. The sandstone beds are horizontal, disin- 
tegrate easily, and are often variegated in color, having 
red, orange, and dark tints. I was taken to a locality in 
the neighborhood of the fort where this stone had been 
quarried, and became immediately aware that I was in the 
vicinity of a galeniferous district, for I was well acquainted 
with the analogous formation in the State of Missouri, and 
which is spoken of in my report of last year. 

From Fort Winnebago there is a portage to the Wiskon 
san river of about two thousand five hundred yards. ‘This 
isa dead flat of black mud and sand, occasionally over- 
flowed so as to admit of canoes passing to Fox river, and 
from which the waters have retreated. ‘The Wiskonsan is 
an ample stream, with numerous islands and sand bars. 
The low alluvial banks are sand, with seams of red oxyde, 


| showing that they are derived frorn the old sandstone beds. 


the well-wooded banks of the river slope in such a uniform | 


and graceful manner, that the broad stream seems to be 
gliding through an amphitheatre. There is a large flat 
area at these falls, which seem to have a descent of about 
twenty feet to the mile, across which is a portage, served 
by the drunken Winnebagoes of this place. The water 
falls over horizontal beds of the carboniferous limestone. 
Twelve miles further the river falls about six feet over 
another ledge of the same formation, at a place called La 
Grande Chute. Coasting the west shore of the lake, 
which lies low, and is crowded with fine forest trees spring- 
ing from the richest soil, I reached the Pawagun, or Wolf 
river, in about twenty miles. The shores of all the waters 
here produce great quantities of zizania aquatica, or wild 
rice, from which the Menomonies, or rice-eaters, receive 
their name. From this place, for about one hundred miles, 
the country lies veiy low, the elevations of land being 
trifling, and principally composed of the sand resulting 


from the disintegration of ancient beds of sandstone; it | 


may be considered, with this exception, a great rice swamp. 
Ata place called Apackquay, or Rush lake, [ saw several 
thousand acres of zizania tegether, two miles in one di- 
rection and five or six in another, resembling an immense 
field of wheat, with the heads just forimed and waving 


ks on the supposed tides.” Sillinian, vol. 20, p. 2 


| presents itself, called Petit rocher. 


These banks are always well wooded, and pine, as in all 
sandy countries, is of frequent occurrence. ‘The sandstoue 
strata soon occur after getting upon the swift current of 
this river in banks about sixty feet high, which become 
loftier as the stream deepens its bed. One of these locali- 
lies, where the escarpment is near two hundred feet high, 
is an isolated ridge, a litthe in the rear of the left bank, 
with a crest resembling, in an obscure manner, walls and 
batteries, and has obtained the appellation of Fortification 
rock. Great quantities of the valves of anios and ano 
dontas are found all the way from Green bay to the mouth 
of the Wiskonsan, at the edge of the stream, left there by 
the muskrats and otters. About forty-five miles from the 
portage, another picturesque mass of horizontal sandstone 
There is a remarkably 
fine view from a lofty hill at a place called Helena, where 


| a shot-tower has been sunk near two hundred feet in the 


sandstone: the river is seen fur a great distance winding 
through the rich flat lands of the valley, which is bordered 
on both sides by high rounded hills, with occasional es 


| carpments, separated by well-wooded coves or vales, called 


| by the French coulees 


| sulphate of barytes in it. 


Boulders and fragments of lime 
stone are found in the vicinity, resembling the Missouri 
galeniferous limestone, with occasional narrow seams of 
A little lower down, the river 
has undermined the strata; and a mass of sandstone, about 
thirty feet high and two hundred feet long, has scaled off 
fro the body of the rocks, leaving a smooth face. This 
place is called the Fallen rocks. ‘The nature of the 
scenery is much the same to the mouth of the Wiskonsan : 
rich flat lands are of frequent occurrence, the slopes, some 
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what more sparsely wooded, are covered with high grass, 
except where broad spaces of escarpment (so soft that the 
swallows in great numbers have been able to pick holes in 
it and build their nests) peep out and give the general line 
of the river a castellated appearance. Upon the face of 
these white sandstone beds, figures of deer, men, and 
horses, have been painted in red, after their manner, by the 
Indians. ‘The islands in the river are very numerous, as well 
as the sand bars, which sometimes scarcely admit of the pas- 
sage of a canoe in the low state of the water, and several 
extensive prairies are passed. Below Pine river, which 
comes in west of Helena, on the right bank, limestone is 
found in place on the sandstone, and increases in thickness 
towards the Mississippi. Mineral blossom, as it is called, 
or mamillary quartz, silicequs matter coating the cherty 
limestone in chalcedonic layers, barytes, and other indica- 
tions, announce the vicinity of the galeniferous rocks. 
Frequent indications also of carbonate of copper are found, 
of which the veins show themselves on the south side of | 
the Wiskonsan, in the neighborhood of Mineral point. 

On reaching the mouth of the Wiskonsan, and review- 
ing the appearances presented by the country left behind, 
it becomes apparent that evidences of a great aqueous move- 
ment are constant along the whole line from Michilimacki- 
nac to the Mississippi, the extent and direction of which 
cannot be reasoned upon until the whole area lying be- 
tween the Wiskonsan and Lake Superior is examined. At | 
Michilimackinac the calcareous strata, which are analogous 
to those on the Wiskonsan, are broken up into brecciated 
masses. The islands in the vicinity of Green bay are the 
remains of sandstone beds once continuous through the | 
country, and overlying the beds of carboniferous limestone 
near Navarino and Kahkawning. On rising the country 
to the Apacquay lake, the incoherent sandstone appears to 
have been broken down to form the present loose sandy 
suil of the adjacent country. There is, upon the whole, 
reason to believe that the denuding forces which acted 
when the general water-level was lowered, and which 
probably brought the primary boulders from the northwest, 
(found all the way from Beaver river on the Ohio,) have 
carried away a vast extent of mineral surface, and that all 
the great sand deposites from Lake Winnebago, as well as 
those in the valley of the Wiskonsan, the valley of the 
Wiskonsan itself, the coves and dells and coulées between 
the sand hills, which now so much diversify the face of the 
country, are the result of the same denuding force. The 
very great extent of the arenaceous deposites can only have 
been caused by an ancient breaking up of these incoherent 
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sandstone rocks. 


On appraching the mouth of the Wiskonsan, west-by- 
south, the right bank of the Mississippi appears, about | 


450 fect high, and the river perhaps 900 yards wide, its | 


water somewhat clearer than that of the Wiskonsan, and 
the Zizania continuing along itsbanks. Four or five miles | 
N. N. W. froin this point Prairie du Chien is seen, a fine 
flat, where Fort Crawford is built. Wiast of the garrrison 
and on the edge of the prairie there is a fine continuous 
escarpment of calcareous rocks, from three to four hundred 
feet high, alternating with sandstone. ‘This limestone 
very much resembles that in Missouri before alluded to ; 
the beds are horizontal, of a grayish buff color, some of 
them compact, ,others with cavities containing crystals of 
carbonate of lime. ‘These blufis are cherty towards the 
top, and where this commences I observed the beds to be 
Occasionally made up of concentric circles. I found one 
mass, nine feet long and six feet wide, entirely made up of 
such circles, some of which were two feet dianfeter. It 
Was sufficiently curious to make a drawing of, of which 
diagram No. 16 isa representation. I also brought a frag- 
sort of oolitic struc- 


ment of it away with me. This isa 


ture upon a great scale. 
From 


du Chien I com 
Vout. ALV.—A 40 


Prairie nenced ascending the 
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Upper Mississippi, which flows the whole distance (about 
260 miles) from this place to Fort Snelling, near the mouth 
of the Minnay Sotor or St. Peter’s river, through the same 
formations that prevail on'the Wiskonsan, the calcareous 
rock, however, predominating on this upper line. It would 
not be consistent with the nature of this report to enlarge 
it with repeated relations of the great beauty and amenity 
of the scenery of the upper portion of this often-deseribed 
river; the formation being the same along the whole line, 
the geologist has to limit his observations to incidents con- 
nected with geological causes, and reserve what belongs to 
descriptive geography, and the manners and customs of 
the Indian nations he passes amongst, as I shall do upon 
this occasion, to a work of appropriate character. It is one 
of the great advantages of geological science, that where in- 
teresting minerals and metals and fossils are wanting, 
there is always instruction to be received in the study of 


the causes which have modified the surface of the earth in 


whatever direction we move. ‘This is particularly true as 
it regards the bed of the Mississippi and the surrounding 
country, the physical geography cf which is remarkable. 
he valley through which the stream flows is generally, be- 
low Lake Pepin, from one and a half to two miles wide. 
There has at some time been a continuous alluvial depos- 
ite through its entire breadth, and over which the water has 
flowed in a stream, as it does now in the Lower Mississip- 
pi, uninterrupted by islands. Since the reduction of the 
general water-level, the river, often divided into more than 
one channel, now cuts its way through the ancient depos- 
ite, sometimes the main channel being on one side, some- 
times on another, and separating the old bottom into innu- 
merable islands, some of them, at times, being several miles 
long, and all of them having a level of from six to twelve 
feet above the streams. ‘This state of things makes the 
navigation difficult to strangers, who, believing themselves 
in the channel, get into bays from which there ts no egress. 
Whenever the current slackens there is always reason to 
doubt the channel. These islands are extremely well 
wooded, and afford generally excellent situations to ** camp 
out” at night, as it is called, the soil being dry, the situa- 
tion sheltered, and dry weod abundant. The banks of 
the valley (for they can scarcely be called the banks 
of the river, since where the stream runs close to one 
shore the other side of the valley can seldom be seen on 
account of the intervening islands, or bluffs, as they are 
more generally called) are from 300 to 400 feet high, con- 
sisting of horizontal strata of alternating cherty limestone 
and sandstone, the principal ledges of which mark, for 
great distances, the continuity of beds, giving thus a par-* 
ticular character to the bluffs ; these are frequently prolong- 
ed into extended escarpments, and at other times are bro- 
ken and rounded off by the weather into sharp peaks and 
grotesque castellated appearances, at the termination of the 
small vales, or coulées, from 500 to 1,000 yards wide, 
which come in at right angles to the river, but do not usu- 
ally extend far into the land. Sometimes other coulées, 
parallel to the valley, come into these last again, for the 
distance of 800 yards from the valley. Beyond them the 
land is generally level, forming a very extensive plateau of 
country. The soil, from the admixture of lime, sand, and 
vegetable matter, is of a superior kind, as is proved by the 
rank vegetation, and the luxuriant growth of trees on the 
pleasing slopes and vales of this very beautiful country. 
These various modifications of the surface are to be attrib- 
uted to the denuding power of the ancient floods which 
have passed over the face of the country, and the agency 
of the weather acting upon them during long periods of 
time. Among the most remarkable of these peaks is a sort 
of truncated cone, on the right bank, called Cap a Paisl 
by the old French settlers, on account of the wild onions 
which grow in the bettom of the adjoining valley, which 


appears to extend far up into the country. The first stream 
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of any importance on the right bank, beyond this cape, is 
the Upper loway,* then Root river; on the left bank the 
Bad-axe river flows through a very beautiful valley ; be- 
tween this stream and Racoon river is a small prairie, but 
a more extensive strip of low land of this character is found 
a little higher up, at Prairie la Crosse, or Ball-game river, 
where the Indians formerly used to convene to play at their 
favorite game. ‘The bluffs are about two mil:s inland, and 
before the reduction of the water-level, this, like all the 
other prairies similarly situated, must have been a lake. 
There are three remarkable capes at the south end of this 
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tions deserving of very great confidence, I had been anxious 
to discover a remarkable locality he speaks of,* and which, 
from the doubts expressed by other travellers, they evi 
dentiy had never seen. ‘The passage in Carver is so 
minutely descriptive, and the existence of the remains of a 
work capscious enough to hold 5,000 men was something 
so remarkable, that I was solicitous not to miss the place, 


| however troublesome the search, since he dees not say on 
| which bank of the river it is, and merely speaks of it a 


prairie, with singular mural escarpments, the most norther- | 


ly one separated from the rest by a coulée. Beyond this 
point all the Indians are Nacotahs, or of the Sioux nation.} 

Beyond Ball-game river, on the left bank, is an impor- 
tant stream, named Black river, down which stream a great 
deal of fine pine timber is floated. The country all around 
here is remarkable for its fertility and beauty. The most 
conspicuous locality on this portion of the upper Mississip- 
pi, is a place called by the French La Montagne qui trempe 
a Peau, or the mountain which is steeped in the water. I 
ascended to the top of this peak, which has a steep ascent 
of about 500 feet; the crest at the top runs about north and 


**some miles below Lake Pepin.” 

On climbing the bank where these evergreen trees were, 
which is the right bank cf the Mississippi, about eiglt 
miles S. E. of Roque’s¢ trading-house, near the entrance 
of Lake Pepin, I found myself on an extensive and beauti 
fully smooth prairie. At a distance not exceeding two 
miles, I saw some unusual elevations to the south; and, 


| hoping I had had the good fortune to find, at length, the 


south for 200 yards, and is not: more than three or four | 


yards wide, fulling off in a precipice to the west, and hav- | down from what inight be supposed the walls of the w: 


ing a sharp slope of rich soil to the east, well covered with 
trees and shrubs. From the top there isan extensive view 
of the course of the Mississippi and the country in the in- 
terior beyond its banks. The same constant character of 
the valley is observed here: a rich bottom, two or three 
miles wide, broken into islands and swamps and ponds, 
and the main channel of the river flowing duwn between 
Trempe a leau and the right bank, about 1,200 yards 
wide. This curious peak has been represented as ‘‘a rocky 


island, separated from the left bank of the river,” and to | 


be ‘* very near the east bank of the river.” 


+ This error | 


was no doubt occasioned by the writer’s looking at it | 


from the right bank, and not stopping to examine it. It is, 
in fact, an isolated bluff, about a mile and a quarter in cir- 


cumference, separated from the right bank, and not from | 


the east, the intervening space being occupied by the pre- 
sent main channel. From the top of Trempe a leau, its 
whole hisiory is seen at a glance: the eastern bluffs are dis- 


tant at least five miles from it, and in one part recede still | 


more; an extensive prairie, having few or no trees, extend- 
ing east and west about twenty-five miles, and from five 
to sjx miles wide, north by-east, by compass, separating 
this outlier from those bluffs to the east. It is evident 
«that the Mississippi has once passed north of this outlier, 
has covered the prairie, then a lake, and has coasted the 
distant eastern bluffs. ‘This affords another incontroverti- 
ble instance of that remarkable reduction of the fresh-wa- 
ter level of this continent, before alluded to, at which pe- 


riod the contracted channel left the then lake, and cut off | 


the Trempe a eau from the right bank. Ompedo Wa- 
keen, brother to Wabeshah, a celebrated chief of a neigh- 
boring band of Nacotahs, told me, on the evening of the 
day I visited the place, that the Indians called it Minnay 
Choncahah, or Bluff in the water, and that they reserted 
to it at the beginning of the wild-geese season, to make of- 
ferings to Wakon, or the deity, for success in hunting. 

A few miles higher up, there is another prairie on the 
right bauk, where Wabeshah’s band have their lodges; and 
about halt way from this place to Lake Pepia, is another, 
on the same side of the river, still more extensive, aud 
bordered with cedar trees. Having a copy of Carver's 
Travels with me, and having always found his descrip- 








* | found the rivers very erroneously put down, and Lake Pepin d 
properti mateiy long on the maps. In ( of e Indian country 
east and west of the Mississippi, w 1 accompanies Unis report, I have 
endeavored Lo adjust these mistakes 

+ Sioux is an abbreviation of Nahtowessi#ux, Me {the W 

t Keating’s Narrative of an Expedition, &c. vol. 1, p. 271 


true place, I walked to them, and, on reaching them, was 
at once persuaded that I had found the locality described 
by Carver, and which was sufficiently remarkable to justi 
fy the description he had given of it. The elevation had 
the appearance of an ancient military work in ruins; ex 
ternally there was the appearance of a ditch, in places fill 
ed up with the blowing sand, and having a slope coming 


to the ditch, of about twenty yards. Inside was a great 
cavity, with irregular salient angles; and at three different 
parts were the more regular remains of something like bus 
tions; the cavity was seventy yards in diameter, N. W. 
and 8S. E., including the ruins of several terraces ; the 
circumference of this singular place, including the angles, 
was four hundred and twenty-four yards, Seven hundred 
yards S. S. E. of this was another, resembling it in form 
and size; and at an equal distance, E. S. E. from thi 
last, was a larger one, eleven hundred yards round, with 
similar remains of bastions ; this cavity would easily con 
tain one thousand people; its walls, if the word may 

applied to them, are lofty, and there is a deep ditch on the 
south side. In the area to the south I counted six mor 


of these elevations, each having 


a rude resemblance to the 





**One day, having landed on the shore of the Mississippi, som 
miles below Lake Pepin, whilst my attendants were pre; acing my din 
ner, | walked out to take a view of the adjacent country. Thad not 
proceeded far bef.re 1 came toa fine, level, open plain, on which | 
perceived, at a little distance, a partial elevation, that had the appear 
ance of an intrenchment. Ona nearer inspection I had greater rea 
son to suppose that it had realiy been intended fir this many cent 
ries ago. Notwithstanding it wns now covered with grass, I could 
plainly discern that it had once been a breastwork of about four feet 
in height. extending the best part of a mile, and sufficiently capacions 
to cover five thousand men. Its form was somewhat circular, aud its 
flanks reached to the tiver. Though much defaced by tine, every angl: 
was distinguishalle, and appeared as regular, and fashioned wiih as 
much military skill, as if planned by Vauban himself. The ditch 
was not visible, but 1 thought, ou examining more curiously, t at I 
couJd perceive there certainly had been one. From its situation, al 
Tam convinced that it must have been designed for this purp se. It 
fronted the country, and the rear was covered by the river, nor was 
there any rising ground for a considerable way that commanded it 
few straggling oaks were alone to be seen near it 


it. In many pla 


small tracks were wern wross it by the feet of the elks a {deer, and 
frou the depth of the bed of earth by which it was covered, | was a 

to draw certain conclusions of its great antiquity. T examined ; 
angles and every part with great attention, and have often blamed 
myself since for not euncamping on the spot, and drawing an exact 
plan of it fo show that this description is not the offspring of a hea 
ed imagination, or the chime | tale of a mistaken waveller, | find 


) inquiry since my return, that Mons. St 
have, at different times, tak 
they have formed the same 
inutely as J did. 
' 


Pierre and several tr 

Nn netice of Similar appearances, on 
conjectures, but with w examining 

How a work cf this kind could exist ina 

ias hitherto (according to the generally received oj n 
been the seat of war to untutored Indians alone, whose whole stock of 
military knowle ge has only, ull. within two cent 
drawing the baw, and whose only breastwork even at prese 


| 


iry livat 


ries, anwunted 





thicket, ] know not. Ihave given as exact an account as } ossible of 
this singular appearance, and leave to future explorers of thess unit 
regions to discuver whether it is a production of nature or art.’’—' 
els through the interior parts of North America, inthe years 1766, | 
1768, by J. Carver, Esq., pr , 58. London, 1778 
t Keatine’s Narrative, &c., vol. 1, p. 276 
tA half breed known in the Indian country he name of \ 
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connecting these works with each other. 
end of this singular assemblage of elevations, every thing 

bears the appearance of rude artificial construction ; at the 

southern end, however, and not far from the river, the 
works pass gradually into an irregular surface, a confused 

intermixing of cavities and knolls, that might be satisfact- | 
orily attributed to the blowing of sand.* There is a | 
growth of oak timber, as Carver observes, upon all this | 
part of the elevations. All the angles and bastions are 
very much rounded by the weather, and some of the slopes | 
outside consist of sand brought there by the wind. It is | 
undoubtedly true that all the appearances I have described | 
may have been produced by the action of the wind; but 
those who think so, after personal inspection, are bound 
to account to themselves why other parts of this prairie, 
and of other prairies similarly situated, are not blown up, 
and why the ground covered by these elevations is blown 
up in such a manner as to resemble artificial works so 
closely. If, when this curious place becomes more known 
and investigated, Indian antiquities should be discovered 
commensurate with the extent of the work, such as the 
stone instruments and weapons of offence usually found 
about Indian encampments, it would decide with me the 
question, If any thing of that kind is there, it is probably 
buried beneath the sands too deep for passing travellers 
to find. J brought nothing away with me but a plan of 
the general appearance of the locality, and one or two of 
the principal elevations. 

At the southernmost end of Lake Pepin, Chippeway 
river comes in on the left bank, a stream of considerable 
magnitude, from four to five hundred yards wide where it 
joins the Mississippi; the volume of water is said to be 
great for sixty miles.t Having passed its mouth the 
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| of a castle, or a church with a cupola. 


scenery becomes changed, and, instead of a valley two or | 


three miles wide, full of low wooded islands, Lake Pepin 
presents itself, a sheet of water about twenty miles long 
and nearly three miles wide upon an average, perhaps. 
This is nothing but a continuation of the Mississippi valley 
without any islands, with this difference, that the river 
occupies all the space between the banks, whilst the bluffs 
and coulées present themselves with the same general 
character as below. Why there are no islands in this 
part of the valley, and why it is a lake, deserve an inquiry. 
It will oceur to every observer, that the entrance of a stream 
of such magnitude as the Chippeway river, coming in at 
right angles to the Mississippi, must necessarily dam up 
the water above it. Thus, at the general subsidence of 
the water-level, when the alluvial bottom of the other part 
of the valley would be left dry and plants begin to grow, 


it would here be covered up to the northwest for a certain | 


distance, whilst the wind and high waves to which this 
lake is now so much exposed as often to make the passage 
a dangerous one, would keep the alluvial matter in a state 
of suspension, and, finally wearing it away, the whole 
breadth of this part of the valley would be necessarily 
covered by water. This is the way in which T would ac- 
count for the origin of this luke, the only one in the whole 
course of the river. . 

The strata towards the N. W. end of the lake on the 
north side are very cherty, and agates are very frequently 
found amongst them. Opposite to a small stream called 
Marchessau, on the south side, an intelligent trader, well 
acquainted with this part of the country, tuld me he had 
picked up pieces of galena. There are two channels at 
the head of the lake; the southwest one passes between 
the right bank of the river and a low narrow island, called 


——_—_— 


*Itis a sand prairie, covered with a foot or two of vegetable matter, 
t At the falls of this river, which are very extensive, there is an in- 
definite quantity of water-power. The tracts of fine pine timber will, 
1 
if 


preserved by order of Government, be extremely valuable. It will 
P indispensable for buildihg purposes when settlers get into that 
uotry 

‘. 
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Twelve-mile island, edged by lofty and beautiful trees. 
Up this channel, and near a lofty outlier about three 
hundred feet high, called La Grange, is the village of the 
Indian chief Machpayah Muzah, or the Iron cloud, Doo- 
toh, or Redwing, the celebrated old chief being now dead. 
Two streams, the Vermillion and Cannon river, fall mto 
the Mississippi a few miles higher up. Between them and 
at a distance not exceeding thirty miles from the mouth of 
the St. Peter’s, there is a singular outlier of sandstone, 
which shows how the continuity of the strata has once ex- 
isted, and how much the general mineral level has been 
reduced. Diagram No. 20 represents this curious pillar, 
to which the name of Castle Rock has been given. It is 
situated on what is called the Big Prairie, and can be seen 
for a distance of twenty miles, appearing like the remains 
The total height 
is ninety feet, the lower part being about sixty feet high 
and twenty-five feet in diameter; the upper part is thirty 
feet high and varies from two and a half feet to fifteen feet 
diameter. I had these particulars from a gentleman who 
had visited the place and taken a drawing of it, of which 
he presented me a copy. 

The banks of the river now gradually lose their escarped 
character, the left bank especially being low and rolling, 
having generally a gentle slupe of grass and trees to the 
water side, and rarely exceeding one hundred feet high. 
About forty miles frou Lake Pepin, St. Croix river comes 
in from the left bank, about 120 yards wide. This stream, 
after following it north about two miles, expands into a 
small lake of nearly the same breadth. Beyond the St. 
Croix the Mississippi becomes narrow, and at one place, 
where the limestone beds on the right side come to the 
water’s edge, is only about one hundred yards wide, and 
winds very much. From this place I could hear distinctly 
the noise of the falls of St. Anthony. Four or five miles 
before reaching the villige of Tchaypehahmonee, or Little 
Crow, the limestone on the left bank becomes very tenaci- 
ous and twisted; the beds become cavernous, are wavy, 
and large concentric masses are formed resembling those at 
Prairie du Chien; the whole mineral substance appears to 
have had a tendency to resolve itself into globular furms. 
The siver is very beautiful about here; an open stream, 
without islands, about 300 yards wide, flowing between 
banks covered with handsome trees, vines, and grass; the 
soil is exceedingly rich, being composed of decomposed 
limestone, sand, and vegetable matter, black and deep. A 
short distance beyond the village there is a bluff of soft 
sandstone, in which the Indians say there is a cave, but 
the rock from above has fallen down with hundreds of tons 
of sandstone and has concealed the entrance. Somewhat 
higher up, and only a few miles from Fort Snelling, is an- 
other sandstone bluff, with a narrow ravine, down which 
trickles a small stream of good water. I followed this 
ravine about 200 paces, and found that it led to the cave 
which Carver has so accurately described.* The Nacotah 
Indians cal! it Wakon Teebee, or House of the Great Spirit. 
The ravine ends at a circular wall of very soft sandstone, 
about forty feet high to the left; to the right is the cave, 
the entrance to which is formed by an arch about eighteen 
feet high, and thirty feet wide. ‘The stream of water 
comes through this cave, into which I advanced about 
forty paces, when the water became too deep. I heard a 
rumbling sound, at a distance, of falling water, and threw 
stones in at random, it being dark, which fell into deep 
water, as I could ascertain by the sound. After advancing 
a few paces into the cave it loses its dimensions, being 
little more than six feet high and about ten feet wide. 
The rock is ‘composed of a white crumbling sandstone, 
easily cut with a knife. The cave, like most others, ap- 
pears to owe its origin to a spring of water which passes 
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through it. The Indians have cut many of their sees 
glyphics upon the rock. 
Minnay Sotor Watapah, or St. Peter’s river, comes into the 
Mississippi on the right bank ; and, a short distance above, 
at a cut-olf which the Mississippi has made by forcing its 
way through the alluvial bottom to the St. Peter’s, Fort 
Snelling appears, at the top of the escarpment, on the right 
bank of the Mississippi. 

This is the last military post of the United States to the 
northwest, the natives having exclusive possession of the 
country as far as the British settlements, about latitude 49 
degrees. The fortis built upon the bluff, which overlooks 
both the Mississippi and the St. Peter’s, resting upon gray- 
ish, buff-colored, fossiliferous beds of the carboniferous 
limestone, containing zoophytes, many specimens of large 
orthocera, fragments of which measured a foot long and 
more than four incbes wide. The faces of some of the 
rocks are covered with fuci, and in some beds producta 
form almost the body of the rock. These fossiliferous beds 
are separated from the great sandstone béds of the country, 
which here go far below the level of the river, by a thick 
stratum of eighteen feet of compact subcrystalline limestone 
without fossils. Below this stratum nothing but sandstone 
appears.* ‘The fossiliferous beds are accessible in numer- 
ous localities as far as the falls of St. Anthony. A siream 
which runs from Lake Calhoun—a beautiful sheet of water, 
about eight miles from the Fort—to the Mississippi, has 
worn its way back through the rocks from the river a short 
distance, and makes a fall there about fifty feet high, the 
stream being twenty feet broad. I obtained many fine 
fossils at this place, as well as at both banks of the Mis- 
sissippi, up which I went to the falls of St. Anthony, a 
distance not much exceeding eight miles by water, and the 
banks not exceeding eighty-five feet, to the flat prairie land 
of the country. 

An island about 450 yards long divides the Mississippi 
into two parts at the falls of St. Anthony, which have a 
very irregular outline, owing to the soft sandstone being 
washed out unequally in places, and the superincumbent 
strata of limestone falling down in large blocks; these are 
piled up in great quantities on the bed of the river imme- 
diately at the foot of the falls. That part of the river on 
the north side of the island is about two hundred and twenty 
yards in width. ‘There isa very fine smooth section of the 
rocks here to the water, about 90 feet high. I should 
think the fall would not average more than twenty feet. 
The immense slabs which have fallen from the limestone 
beds at the top are covered with producta, mixed with 
spirifers and cardia. On the south side of the river the 
line of the falls is a very irregular curvature, and meas- 
ures about four hundred and fifty yards to the island; the 
height of the fall does net appear so great on this side, 
owing perhaps to the bed of the river being so much choked 
up with the fallen slabs. It is a wild, rocky scene, but de- 














ficient in interest as a waterfall on account of its want of | 


height. Toa geologist, however, it is exceedingly inter- 
esting, finding here the uninterrupted continuation, for 
one thousand miles, of the carboniferous limestone, with 
its characteristic fossils. At the south side of the falls I 
got some exceedingly fine ones, including beautiful speci- 
mens of delphinula, bellerophon, nautilus, euomphalus, &c. 

At Fort Snelling, the St. Peter’s comes winding in from 
the southwest, 
bluffs of which vary from one hundred to one hundred and 


*In Mr. Keating's narrative of Major Long's expedition to the source 
of St. Peter’s river, before referred to, it is stated, vol. 1, page 308, 1 
this sandstone rests upon a slaty limestone, with a striped aspect, 
that again upon other calcareous beds lying beneath the water level. 
This error is to be attributed to a hasty examination. At the bottom of 
the talus are heavy blocks of limestone, many of which lie flat in the 
river, but they have all fallen from the top. I not only compared and 
identified them, but examined the sandstone often at feisure, and it is 
never supe rincumbent to any be d« if limestone the re, lescé nding much 
further below the water-level than it was possible w examine it 
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Five miles beyond this cave the | 
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fifty feet high. The valley i is nohieiet a mile ona a half wide, 
and contains a great deal of rich alluvial soil. On the 
tight bank of the St. Peter’s, about a mile from the fort, is 
the head establishment of the American Fur Company* 
for the trade with the Nacotah or Sioux Indians. 

The St. Peter’s,¢ which remained for me now to explore, 
is about one hundred and twenty-five yards wide at the 
nearest point.to the fort, looks as if whitish clay had been 
dissolved in it, and runs with an extremely winding course, 
somewhat represented in the accompanying map, through 
the alluvial bottom, with low prairies on each side, and fine 
wooded slopes in the distance. ‘The general direction of 
the river, as far as the Makato, or Blue-earth river, is about 
sou‘hwest ; from this point it bends and describes nearly a 
northwest course to its source. Numerous chief of bands 
of the Nacotahs; have their villages on its banks, where 
they reside during the season of cultivation ; and which are 
evacuated by them and their families dtring the hunting 
seasons. About six miles from the fort, on the right bank, 
is the village of Wahmundeetanka, or Big Eagle, called 
also by the Canadian traders Chien Noir, or Black Dog. 
A litule higher up on the same bank is the village of Peni 
chon. About sixteen miles from the fort a stream comes 
in from the right bank called by the Canadians Credit 
river, the Indians call it Kakahinhahah, or river where the 
elk was put, to commemorate, no doubt, some incident. 
A little beyond this the river narrows to about eighty yards, 
and has a N. N. W. course, but soon widens again with 
high grassy slopes of prairie Jand. About twenty-five 
miles from the fort the village of a chief called Six, is passed 
on the right bank. Passing a place on the left bank called 
La Petite Prairie, a stream comes in from the same side, 
which, from the distance from the fort, about forty miles, 
and other circumstances, appears to be the river which 
Carver§ gave his own nameto. The Indians eall it Do- 
do-do-ah, or Who sings of war. Something short of fifty 
miles from the fort, there is a short rapid with a strong cur- 
rent: the passage is on the right bank, which we soon got 
through by holding on to the bushes and vigorously apply- 
ing the paddles. Above this is another rapid with sand- 
stone in place on the right bank, the same as that at the 
fort. Further up, at a place called Weahkotee, or the 
Sand hills, there is another Indian village. Beyond this, 
for a great distance, the course of the river is very beauti- 
ful; a great profusion of trees, shrubbery, and bigh grass 
on the bottoms and slopes, when rich prairies with black 
fertile soil commence. The river is very serpentine in its 
course, and is continually opening new scenes : sometimes 
smooth conical hills, one hundred feet high, with coves 
like amphitheatres, present themselves, covered with ver- 


, dure, and crowned with trees at the top, when, at anothe1 


| Bois Franc district. 


through an ample valley, the banks or | 


turn, a fine level prairie country comesin. Keetahmeemah, 
or Round Prairie, is about one hundred feet high, with a 
fine slope covered with grass. The Indians have given it 
this name because it is encircled with trees. Beyond this 
is the village of Wakondoanka, or Lively Spirit, whom 
the voyageurs call Le Bras Casse, having once had his 
arm broken. Before reaching Chankeootah, or Bois Franc 
river, the river narrows to sixty yards. This last stream 
comes in on the right bank, and is the northern limit of the 
This is in fact an extensive forest, 





* From the gentlemen at the head of these establishments I re- 


| ceived many obliging attentions ; and to Mr. Sibley of this trading post, 


I am indebted for an excellent guide and interpreter, an intelligent 
and faithful half breed, called Milor,a «an universally known in the 
Siowx country. 

tCalled by the Nacotahs Minnay Sotor, or Turbid Water, in con 
tradistinction to the Mississippi, which, coming from a siliceous coun 
try, is clear. 

t In Major Long’s expedition to the source of the St. Peter's river, 
these Indians are uniformly called Dacotahs. J made particular in 
quiries amongst the chiefs, through my interpreter, and they all con 
curred in the assertion that their proper name was Nacotah. This 
word means a united or allied people. Dacotah means “ my relations.” 

§ Carver's Travels, page 74 
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from twelve to fifteen miles broad by land, through which 
the river passes for upwards of thirty miles, on account of 
its very winding course. It is said to extend thirty or 
forty miles on each side of the St. Peter's. It is difficult 
to traverse by land on account of the swampy nature of 
the ground, I was also informed there was an extensive 
lake in the central parts of it, on the south side. ‘The cur- 
rent becomes strong after entering the Bois Franc. Asan 


evidence of the nature of the incidents which induce the | 
Indians to give names to a locality, Mahahbohpah, or | 


Swan on the ground, an elevated piece of ground with 


trees on it, on the right bank, may be mentioned. A | 


Sioux shot a swan flying there. The islands in this river 
are small and edged with willows. 
river I have seen them forty to fifty feet high. Further up 
the Bois Franc district a stream comes in from the left 
bank, called Weetah-wakatah, or Tall island, and about 
five miles higher up some ledges of horizontal fawn-colored 
limestone jut out on the right bank, very cherty and some- 
what vesicular; near the surface it takes a reddish salmon 
color, resembling very much some beds J had previously 
seen on the Wiskonsan and Upper Mississippi. Withina 
few yards of these ledges, and north of them, a beautiful 
pellucid stream comes in, containing the purest water I had 
seen in the country. I could not learn that any name had 
been given to it, and as itis in the immediate vicinity of 
the first calcareous rock I had met with in place here, and 
its purity rendering it a very rare stream in a country 
where all are turbid, I named it Abert’s run, after Colonel 
Abert, of the United States army, and chief of the Topo- 
graphical bureau. Higher up on the right bank is the vil- 
lage of Wahmundee Indootah, or Red Eagle. The next 
stream is Woitseah Watapah, or Rush river, «rising far up 
in the country, and comes in on the left bank after it suc- 
ceeds Chankeoota Oeanka, or the end of the Bois Franc or 
Free Wood district, a stream coming in on the left bank. 
About fifteen miles further we came to a place called Mya- 
kah or White rock, on the right bank, an escarpment con- 
sisting of about forty feet of granular sandstone surmount- 


ed by ten feet of fawn-colored limestone, the same as that | per mines which M. Le Sucur was said to have discovered 


at Abert’s run. This sandstone is formed of semi-trans- 
parent grains, loosely adhering with nodules here and 


there, where they are cemented by a paste of clear siliceous | 
matter, the whole making a hard, flinty mass, resembling | 


siliceous oolite. At the junction of the limestone swith the 


sandstone, there is a seam of marly mineral matter, con- | 


taining a great deal of silicate iron, of a bluish green color. 
I had seen traces of this in the bluffs at Prairie du Chien. 
Eight or nine miles further on is Traverse des Sioux, an 
establishment of the American Fur Company. This is a 
noted crossing place of the Sioux Indians in old times. A 
short distance from this trading-place, a small stream comes 
in on the right bank, called Wee-wee, or Moon creek. This 
stream, before it falls into the St. Peter’s, recedes a little, 
and describes a semi-circle before it approaches the river 
again, and repeats this several times, so that several small 
crescents are described by the stream before it joins the 
river. In the Nacotah tongue wee signifies the sun, and 
wee-wee, the moon, after which planet the Indians have 
named the stream, from the half-moon it forms. I was 
very particular in examining this locality, because it is the 
place where Major Long * abandoned the St. Peter's to 
perform the rest of the journey by land. 

About two miles further on the limestone and sandstone 
are again in place, and about three more along bluff, about 
twenty-five feet high, presents itself on the right bank with 
the same beds. These are succeeded in about five miles by 
a rocky bluff on the right bank, called Makassa-usa, or 
White-earth bluff, about seventy yards high. On reach- 





* Keating supposes tho locality to have received the name of the | 


Crescent, “ from a beautiful bend which the river makes.” Keating’s 
Narrative, &c. vol. 1, p. 337 
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| ing the top of this bluff a curious spectacle presents itself. 


On the banks of the | 
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The horizon to the east is bounded by a belt of wood about 
four miles from the river; from the wood an elevated ter- 
race extends westward about one mile of smooth prairie 
land, whilst the remaining sunken portion is covered with 
tens of thousands of boulders of limestone and granite, 
some of them standing in the most grotesque manner, and 
separated from each other as the wild buflalo are when 
grazing ; indeed, at a distance, they might very well be 
taken for them. Some of the boulders weigh, I should 
think, one hundred tons. ‘T'o the south is prairie land, at 
a much lower level, with a lake; whilst on the opposite 
side of the river nothing can exceed the beauty of the wood- 
ed slopes, with a continuous smooth prairie beyond them. 
These are amongst the interesting proofs of the retreat of 
the waters in ancient times, and of their power to break up 
even the beds of the primary rocks. Beyond this point an 
island is passed about four hundred yards long, the largest 
yet met with. The current is now very strong for some 
distance, and from the continuation of bold bluffs, many of 
them with boulders on their sides, it is evident the river 
has worked its way through a ridge here. Chaneaska, or 
Fort river, has received its name from a strong hold which 
the Nacotahs had on the heights near it, during their wars 
with the Ha-hah-tona, or People of the Falls, the name 
they give to the Chippewas. About sixteen miles beyond 
this point, the bluffs on the left bank are about one hundred 
and fifty feet high; and here, after a very severe struggle 
with the current, we got the canoe into the mouth of the 
Makato Watapah, or Blue-earth river, the principal tributary 
of the Minnay Sotor. This is a bold stream, eighty yards 
wide at its mouth; and the St. Peter’s, whose general 
course from its sources having hitherto been about north- 
west, now joined by the Makato, forces its way through 
the lowest part of the ridge, and gains the Mississippi in a 
course nearly northeast. 

Having reached the Makato, it became my duty to enter 
it. Expectations had been raised by the publication of 
Major Long’s* expedition, respecting some supposed cop- 


| about the beginning of the eighteenth century, not far from 
its mouth, and which Major Long, in passing up the St. 
Peter’s, had not visited. The following passage,f with 
| others, in the publication in question, gave so much im- 
portance to the affair, that it was deemed proper to make 
an investigation of the locality part of my instructions: 
| Charlevoix states that Le Sueur was sent by M. D’I- 
| berville to make an establishment in the Sioux country, 
and to take possession of a copper mine Le Sueur had 
there discovered. le ascended the St. Peter’s 40 leagues, 
to la riviére Verte, which comes in on the left. Though 
only the last of September, the ice prevented him from as- 
cending that river more than a league: he therefore built a 
fort, and spent the winter at that spot. In April, 1702, he 
went up the riviére Verte to the mine, which was only 
three-quarters of a league above his winter establishment. 
In twenty-two days they got out more than thirty thousand 
pounds of ore, of which four thousand pounds were g¢ lect- 
ed and sent to France. The mine was at the foot of a 
mountain ten leagues long, that seemed to be composed of 
| the same substance. After removing a black burnt crust 
| as hard as rock, the copper could be scraped with a knife.” 
| A manuscript in the possession of the American Philo- 
| sophical Society, written by M. Beénard de !a Harpe, is 
also cited:¢ ‘It appears from this manuscript that Le 
Sueur’s discoveries of blue earth were made in 1695, but 
| that all further operations were interrupted until 1700. 
We find in the same manuscript, under the date of the 
| 


10th of February, 1702, that Le Sueur arrived at the 





* Narrative of an Expedition to the sources :f St 
2 vols. 8vv. By William H. Keating 
+ Vol. 1, page 316 


Peter's river, &c. ; 
. Philade phia, 1824. 
¢ Keating, vol. 1, p. 319 
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mouth of the Mississippi that day with two thousand quin- | 


tals of blue and green earth.” The same manuscript is 
also said, in giving the details of Le Sueur’s progress up 
the Mississippi, to state: ‘* Finally, on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, he left the Mississippi, and entered the St. Peter’s 
river, which comes in from the west bank. By the Ist of 
October he had ascended this river forty-four and a quarter 
leagues, when he entered the Blue river, the name of which 
is derived from the blue earth found on its banks.” **On 
the 26th M. Le Sueur went to the mine with three canoes, 
which he loaded with green and blue earth. It was taken 


from mountains near which are very abundant mines of 


copper, of which an assay was made in Paris by M. 
D’Huiller, in the year 1696.” 

I had, through my guide, (Milor,) neglected no oppor- 
tunity to inquire amongst the Nacotahs respecting these 
mines, but I never could obtain any information, or even 
a traditional report, of any thing like a copper mine in that 
region. Many of the chiefs concurred in saying that there 
were some bluffs a few miles beyond the mouth of the St. 


Peier’s, to which the Indians had at all times resorted to 


procure a blue earth with which they were accustomed to 
paint themselves ; and one old chief had described the lo- 
cality with great precision. He was very well acquainted 
with the whole country between the St. Peter’s and the 
Missouri, and had often crossed the Coteau de Prairie, but 
he had never heard of or seen any thing like copper. 
This, however, was not particularly discouraging, as Le 
Sueur’s mineral was described as being a green and blue 
earth ; and it might very well be an oxyde or carbonate in 
the carboniferous limestone, as it is found in the Wiskon- 
san Territory. 
confidence. Its waters were extremely discolored, and I 
immediately saw they were the cause of the turbid state of 
those of the St. Peter’s. When we had proceeded about 
a mile, we found a family of Nacotahs, of the Sissiton 
tribe, encamped on a sand bar, taking care of some veni- 
son they had just killed. ‘he locality I was in search of 
was well known to them, and they gave us very intelligi- 
ble directions. The current was exceedingly strong, run- 
ning about two miles an hour, and the stream appeared to 
furnish about one half the volume of the St. Peter's. 
About three miles from the entrance of the river there is a 
singular conical hill covered with grass on the right bank, 
whic} gh bl Le Su- 


h IT thought a very probable situation for M. 
eur’s Fort L’Huillier, and I should have landed to exam- 


ine it but for my anxiety to reach the blue-earth locality, 





an 


© 


passed it, (September 22 





Near six miles fr 
mouth, a fork of the river came in from the left bank, 
about forty-five yards wide, on the right bank of which is 
a ridge of from eighty to one hundred feet wide, very well 
wooded, and fronting a prairie on the opposite side. We 
found very little current, the main stream having forced it 

About two miles up this fork, 
we at length came to a bluff, about one hundred and fifty 
feet high, on the left bank, containing the blue-earth lo- 
On climbing it, I found the same horizontal sand- 
stone and siliceous sandstone common to the whole coun- 
trv. Towards the 


back for some distance. 


cality. 


top was a broad seam of bluish clay, 
intermixed in places with silicate of iron, being a continu- 
Myakah, and 
valuable only for the savages to paint themselves with. 
From this bluff I advanced in a westerly direction about 
two miles, over a part of the country grown up with small 
poplars, hazels, wild roses, and grass, in the hope of see 
ing the Coteau de Prairie, and making arrangements to 
proceed to it from this quarter; but I saw nothing of the 


kind from any eminence which I could 


ution of the deposite I had seen before at 


gain; and having 


in my hand, and reading on the spot, what had been said 
of M. Le Sueur, his mountains, and his copper mines, | 


found myself obliged to come to the conclusion that these 


I therefore entered the Macato with some 


] on account of the weather, the snow falling as we | 
m tne | 


| tween the 


i 
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discoveries were fables invented to give him influence at 
the court of France. Before I left the northwest country, 
and after I had visited the Coteau de Prairie, I found it 
was distant at least sixty miles from this spot, which 
leaves only the bluffs of the river to represent the moun- 
tains spoken of in the manuscript of La Harpe. 

Seeing the state of the country here, and having made 
up my mind to proceed up the St. Peter’s to its source, 
and strike the Coteau de Prairie there, if the season ad- 
mitted of it, I descended the Makato, which the natives 
informed me had eleven forks and was full of rapids, and 
regained the St. Peter’s. ‘The water above the junction 
was very clear, and had but little current for several miles, 
being somewhat kept back by the Makato; the stream is 
about one hundred yards broad, and runs for some distance 
through low, well-wooded banks, forming a very pleasing 
country. About twelve miles up the river, the slopes are 
covered with large boulders, near which the river narrows 
to about fifty yards, and gradually becomes shallow, its 
sandy bed being covered with very beautiful unios of va 
rious species, the beaks of which were not at all decortica- 
ted. Twenty miles from the Makato, the St. Peter’s has 
made a recent cut-off and abandoned its old bed; not far 
from this place a large mass of sandstone is in place in the 
middle of the river. Minday Maha-tanka, or Great-goose 
(Swan) lake, lies nearly five miles north of this point 
Further on, the banks of the river consist of about twenty 
feet of alluvial sandy loam, containing great quantities o 
planorbis, anculotus, and helices, to the bottom, of the 
same species now found.* About twenty-five miles from 
the Makato some red-earth bluffs occur on the left bank, 
with numerous boulders; from this point the general ap 
pearance of the soil and country begins to vary and an 
nounces a change in the formations, and five miles further 
some rocky bluffs come in at the left bank, the lower beds 
of which are a brick-red color and of a fine grain. On 
landing and leaving the bank, I found the country cover 
ed with beds of red gritstone, of a very hard quality, in 
clined about fifteen degrees. "These rocks are full of pot 
holes, some of them a foot in diameter and eight inch: 
deep, and metal. The carboniferous 
limestone formation seems to terminate here, and to be 


} 


ure as smooth as 


stopped by a conglomerate resembling in its mineralogica 
characters the upper beds of the old red sandstone. ‘The 
river hes in old times passed over these rocks, worn th 
pot-holes, and made them so glassy smooth. The War 
hajoo, called by the voyageurs riviere aux Liards, or Cot 
ton-wood river, comes in from the richt bank, at a short 
distance beyond this point; we turned the canoe into it f 
awh'le, but were obliged to return on account of the shal- 
lowness of the water. Our distance by computation from 
the mouth of the St. Peter’s at this place, was two hun 
dred miles, estimated by the windings of the river, and 
we had more than three hundred yet to accomplish before 
we could reach the sources of the St. Peter’s. There is a 
village of Sissiton Indians a little west of the Warhajoo 
Five miles from this last stream, the St. Peter’s winds, in 
manner, through rich alluvial bottoms, 
covered with sug ir-maple trees: it goes round a tongue of 
land, at one place, the distance of one nile and five-sixths 
which is only twenty yards across at the base. It is call- 
ed Eepah haska, or Long point, by the Nacotahs. ‘There 
is another, a little higher up, of a similar kind: the river 
here is about one hundred and ten yards broad, varying in 
width, and gliding sometimes on one bank, sometimes on 
the other, in a serpentine course, through a valley of rich, 
black, sandy loam, about one and a half mile wide be- 
bluffs. The zizania is frequently abundant 





a very curious 





about here. The guide pointed out to me, on the right 
* The alluvial banks of the Mississippi at Quincy are in like man 
ner filled with these univalves; these deposites being th id beds of 


streams, like those before-mentioned at Fort Grativt 
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bank, the place where, in 1811, he had buried his employ- | 
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The river now narrowed again to about seventy yards, 


er, a trader of the name of Cameron, who, like many | and became so shallow that we were in constant expecta- 


others of his vocation, go on struggling for wealth, and 
die unnoticed in the woods. About forty miles from the 
Warhajoo, [ for the first time came upon a mass of granite 
in place, the river nayrowing to about fifty yards. The 
voyageurs call this Petit Rocher. Further on there are 
large granite rocks in the river. Mr Moore’s trading- 
house is in this vicinity, on the right bank. The granite 
henceforward is of constant occurrence, nor was any other 
kind of rock seen in place during my further progress to 
he northwest. From hence to a stream coming in from 
the left bank, called by the Nacotahs Weetah-chantahea- 
hantah, or i-land of dead wood that falls in the lake, and 
by the traders Beaver river, is a succession of rapids, 
masses of granite, and shallow water, often not more than 
foot deep on the sand. Beyond this point, onthe 
right bank, are huge outliers of granite for many miles on 
the prairie bottoms. The Chanshyapay, or Red-wood 
river, comes in a little furthe: on, taking its name from a 
tree painted red by the savages. The St. Peter’s is much 
obstructed by rocks and rapids before reaching this stream, 
but is wide and shallow after passing it. 


one 


The voyageurs 
call it forty leagues, or one hundred and twenty miles, 
from the Warhajoo to Chanshyapay. ‘Twelve miles fur- 
ther to the west, an outlier of granite, of great dimensions, 
stands alone on the right bank ; and about eight miles fur- 
ther, there is a fine stretch of granite rocks, on the right 
bank, about fifty feet high and one hundred and fifty yards 
long. The interrupted state of these masses, and the nu- 
merous boulders found east of this formation, show the 
nature of the force required to tear up these unstratified 
masses from the valley, and transport them to so great a 
distance. The sandy bed of the river about here was cov- 
ered with living unios. At one poini, called by the 
Nacotahs Hahhah, or the Cascade, the granite stretched 
almost across the river, and made a fall sufficient to oblige 
us to unlade the canoe. ‘The fall here throws an eddy on 
the right bank, which has worn out a basin about fifty 
yards by forty, and a broad ledge of granite is formed, 
about one hundred yards long and twenty wide, sloping to 
the southeast. The bed of the river is thus restricted to a 
passage of about thirty-five yards wide. South of this are 
numerous rugged granite hills. In this granitic country 
the bends of the river become short, the water being turn- 
ed away by the rocks. Three or four miles beyond this 
point the river is almost choked up with masses of granite, 
at a place called Patterson’s rapids, from a trader of that 
naine who once wintered there. ‘here is, in fact, no 
rapid at all; the progress, however, becomes difficult, and 
much care is required in getting a birch-bark canoe through 
this part of the river. I had come avout une thousand 
miles in mine, and it had hitherto required very little re- 
pairs. An accident would have been a serious embarrass- 
ment, as there is no birch in that part of the country, and 
the Nacotahs do not, like the Chippeways, 
made of its bark. 

Beyond Patterson’s rapids .the prairie-grounds come 
atree. There 
two kinds of prairie: the alluvial bot- 
a rich black soil, with wild grass from four to six feet 


: : , : ; 
down to the banks of the river without 


may be said to be 
tom, 
high, sometimes a mile in breadth, and thrown up into in- 
numerable small hillocks by the moles of the couutry : and 
1 ' *“-*. 4 ‘ : 
then the upland prairie, forming the common table-land 
f : | 


| 
! 
of the regi ss rich tl ce » but good soil. cen- 
ie region, iess rich than the other, but good soil, gen 
erally with low coarse grass, and the horizon uninterrupt- 
ed by a tree. 


. , ; : ; 
calcareous boulders, formed of flat lamine of salmon-color- 


On the upland prairies here, I began to find 
ed limestones, with impressions of producta and spirifers, 
from which I concluded myself to be upon the } 
edge of the g he north, and that I 

l | 


limestone ag 


} 
souther. 


ranite coming in from the 
r} RB ak ' : f } 
night proba iy come upon e un, i [ shouk 


get far enough to the west. 


use canoes } 


tion of being obliged to stop, notwithstanding [ had made 


| caches of our heaviest articles, by burying them in the 


ground. ‘The daily fall of the water, too, created appre- 
hensions as to the manner in which we should be able to 
accomplish our return. After walking through the brakes 
for some time, I came to a small stream on the left bank, 
called Chahtahnboah, or Sparrowhawk river, which the 
voyageurs, for some idle reason, have named Eau de Vie. 
Nearly opposite to this the Pahjeetah Zeezeehah, or Yel- 
low Medicine river, joins the St. Peter’s, its mouth almost 
choked up with wild rice. The main river now becomes 
about eighty yards wide again, the banks low, with great 
quantities of zizania; the slopes of the upland prairie on 
the right bank are well wooded; and a very good channel, 
from five to eight feet deep. At the termination of this 
channel there is another hahhah, or fall, with a rapid about 
one hundred yards long, through which the canoe had to 
be dragged by the men up to their waists in water. From 
here to the Grand Portage there is a succession of rapids 
At this point the river makes a detour of three miles, the 
whole distauce being one continued rapid, through which 
the canoe had to be dragged. The portage is one mile and 
three-quarters across, by land, and it was here the singu- 
larly-laminated rock occurred, which is spoken of at page 
27, and which resembles granite in every particular except 
its stratification. The strike or direction of these 


masses 
is N. E. by E. and S. W. by W., dipping 8. E., and I 
of course crossed their whole breadth at right angles. After 


passing the pertege and re-embarking, four other rapids 
occur, three of them near to each other, and the fourth 
about a mile distant. The river soon reassumes its ancient 
breadth of one hundred yards, and winds through an ex- 
tensive meadow edged with zizania. The otters were 
swimming about in numbers among the wild rice, and the 
water was almost covered with wild ducks and teal. The 
muskrats had already begun to build their tall conical houses 
in the water, formed of the straw of the zizania. Beyond 
this we passed a broad coulée, made by an immense herd 
of buffaloes, fifteen to twenty thousand in number, which 
had crossed the river here. The channel now becomes 
contracted and rocky again, a streain called Mea-wakon 
(by the traders Chippeway river) comes in from the left, 
about fifty feet wide at its mouth, soon afier which the St. 
Peter’s narrows to thirty-five yards. Here the prairies 
were on fire, and further on were burut quite black down 
to the water’s edge. The vailey still continues about two 
miles broad, and the bends of the river are so numerous 
that I could see it in six different places from the slope of 
the upland prairie. ‘These bends would be sometiimes fif 











teen hundred yards round, and only sixty at the base. The 
river at length became very narrow, and so blocked up with 
fallen trees, that we were often delayed by being obliged 
to stop and cut our way through. The last stream which 
falls into the St. Peter’s south of Lac qui parle, and which 
comes from the right bank, ts called Chan-i , 
or the last wooded river. At Lac qui parle t! 

aded trading-house of the American Fur 

residence of Reinville, one of the partners nt 
Inan, possessing a great deal of hi fluence with the Nacotah 
tribes, having been | xht up amongst the I post 
is about a mile east of the lake, and is the J us of 
great numbers of the natives rhe. ya Sf ate the 
distance from the Warhajoo to the lake at eig! leagues, 
and as this estimate is the result of great experience, it is 
probably more accurate than any one that can be made by 
a traveller, whose progr is necessarily so irregularly con 
ducted during a single expedition. Mr. Reinville informed 
me that the lake takes its name fromat i that it had 
once spoken to a Nac I 
valley here is of tu } 





a 
ih 
3 
a 
‘S 
* 











25th Cone. Ist Szss.] 


prairies, and the lake is but a prolongation of it. The 
river dwindles into a mere half-choked-up channel at low 
stages of the water. The country around continues to be 
very fertile, the potatoes at the post are of a superior kind, 
dry and large, and the corn ripens well, so that the country 
is sure, some day or other, to have a full population. 

Here I deposited my canoe, finding it delayed our pro- 
gress, and took to the land, coasting Lac qui parle on the 
northeast side, which is nine miles long, to the Wahboptah 
or Prairie-root river, where the natives dig a sort of ground 
nut they are attached to. This stream, which has some 
trees on its banks, is about thirty feet wide, and is estima- 





ted to be about five leagues from the post. From hence I | 


advanced across the Bald prairie about seven leagues, one- 
half of which was quite black with the extinct fires. Dur- 
ing the march there was no protection against the piercing 
northeast wind, full of humidity. ‘The whole distance was 
strewed with boulders of granite rocks, flat pieces of yel- 
lowish limestone, with impressions of encrinites and other 


fossils of the carboniferous limestone, and skeletons and | 


detached bones of the buffalo. No rock in place was seen 
of any description whatever. Numerous small stagnant 
pools of water occurred, but none that could be drunk. 
On reaching, at sunset, after making painful efforts to do 
so, the only trees, at a place called Grosses isles, where 
materials were to be had to make a fire for the night, we 
were so sick at the stomach, from cold and inanition, that 
it was with much difficulty we succeeded in producing a 
light, and then we had to boil, skim, and strain the stag- 
nant water, before we could use it. The succeeding day 
we had to march eighteen miles during the most severe 
weathe*, to a place where some bushes grew, but without 
trees On approaching it within a mile, it looked like a 
pond of bright water ; innumerable quantities of wild geese, 
and large white ducks with black tipped wings, were hov- 
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ering about it. When we reached the place we found it | 


was a dried-up pond without a drop of water, the surface 
being covered with a white pellicle of carbonate of lime. 


It was from the neighborhood of this place I first saw the 


Coteau de Prairie stretching up and down 8. 8. E. and N. 
N. W. ‘There was a great abundance of planorbis and 
lymnea here, larger than any I had seen before. The Co- 


teau appears to have ils name very appropriately, being to | 


the prairie that sort of termination to the horizon which a 
coast is to tha sea. After another inclement march the 


joyful sight of a few scattered trees presented itself, and 


descending the upland prairie, I reached the last trading 
post of the American Fur Company in this quarter, on the 
east side of Lac Travers. ‘This body of water, so called 








across, but very pure water,) I came quite in front of the 
Coteau de Prairie, separated from it only three or four 
miles, covered by a vast number of sand-hills. 

In this part of the Northwest Territory it is very seldom 
that trees are found where there is no water. The first 
care of the travel'er, in a region where there is nobody to 
assist him, is self-preservation; his principal attention, 
therefore, is directed to trees, especially at the setting in of 
winter; without fuel he would be frozen to death in the 
night, and fortunately where there is fuel there is also water, 


| unless it has been absorbed. The course of the small 


streams which form the principal sources of the St. Peter's, 
is along the wooded lines en the flanks of Chhray-tanka, 


| or the Great Hills, the name given by the Nacotahs to thi 


Coteau. This word is pronounced very guttural and rapid 
Wherever those dark spots and lines were seen on its sie, 
water was generally found. On these extensive plains o! 

jects are deceptive, from there being nothing to compare 
with them. An eminence at a distance will appear two 
hundred feet high, which, when reached, will not be fifty 

A prairie-wolf looks, when running, like a deer; a sinall 
rock likea buffalo. I have seen an antelope rear up on its 
hind legs, as they always do to look at objects, and could 


| have thought it acameleopard. At a distance of fifteen 


miles the Coteau looked like a lofty chain. Mr. Keating 
assigned to it a height of one thousand feet.” The illu- 
sion was dispelled as soon as I came near it. The ascent 
is so gentle at the place where I began to ascend, that { 
was hardly aware I was going up hill. The ascent per- 
haps continues two and a half miles, and is not more than 
at the rate of one hundred and sixty feet to the mile. I do 
not suppose the Coteau to rise more than four hundred 
and fifty feet above the level of the upland prairie. The 
Coteau itself is another upland prairie, somewhat more 
diversified than that I had left behind, having numerous 
small wooded lakes on its surface, which have a very pic- 
turesque appearance. From the plateau here there is a 
very extensive view of the prairies below, with the lakes 
The prairies in every direction are bounded only by the 
horizon ; a few occasional trees indicate stagnant water. It 
is two good days’ march from hence to the river Shvan, 
and eight further to Pembina, on Red river of Lake Win- 
nipeg, the whole of it over.a prairie country with many 
small lakes and occasional weod. The Nid de Tonnerre, 
or Nest of Thunder, a name derived from some Indian tra 


| dition, comprehends a small tract of country with a very 
| irregular surface, where knolls, depressions, and sinall 


from its running @ travers, or at right angles from the | 


course of the adjoining lakes, is about twenty miles long, 
and runs N. E. by N,, by compass. The waters were 
turbid, having no outlet in the dry part of the season, and 
were at this time, from continued evaporation, not yery 
palatable. At other times of the year it discharges its 
water in a northerly direction, into Red river of Lake Win- 
nipeg, and during the greatest freshets it overflows the val- 
ley which separates it from Lake Eatatenka, at its south 
end. The greater part of the boulders in this neighbor- 
hood are flat pieces of limestone, but I nevér could find any 
in place. The sandy loam of the prairies is about one 


hundred feet deep, judging from the water-level, and effec- 


tually conceals the rock formation below. From this place 


I proceeded to the Coteau de Prairie, keeping down the | 


southeast side of the lake, and crossing a valley about one 
mile broad, which separates the lakes, the north end 


of Minday Eatakenka, or Big-stone lake, as it is vulgarly | 


called, being two miles from Lake ‘T'ravers. Having re- 
gained the upland prairie to the northwest, where there 
are some large mounds, aud following the northwest branch 
of the St. Peter’s, (now an inconsiderable rivulet, running 


| x feet 


in a very dee { 


‘p ravine, and often not more than s 


| 


wooded Jakes prevail. The sand hills I bave before spoken 
of as lying in front of the Coteau de Prairie, extend into 
this vicinity, and still farther to the northwest. Farther 
to the northwest are several saline lakes, one of which, 
named Saline lake on the map, is about ten miles long 
On the shores of these lakes crystallized salt is found in 
dry seasons, when the surface has been much evaporated ; 
muriate of lime appears to be mixed with it. As there 
is no rock in place around here, conjectures only can 
be formed upon the nature of the subjacent beds. About 
thirty miles from Lake Travers the Psee, or Wild-rice 
river, flows east of north to Red river, rising principally 
in a small lake at the foot of the Coteau. From this 
stream there is a constant line of sand hills to the Shyan, 
a shallow stream about thirty yards wide, with plenty of 
wood. The buffalo abound about here, but seldom com¢ 
much farther south. For twenty to twenty-five miles from 
this stream, the country on the left bank is hilly and dry, 
and more easily travelled over than on the oppusite bank, 
which is much cut up by coulees. Another Indian locality 
now presents itself, called the Grizzly Bear’s Den, a lofty 
hill on the south side of the Shyan. From this place it is 
five days’ march to Lac du Diable. 


* Vol. 1, p. 360 
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Geological Recornoissance. 


The Coteau de Prairie, about which very little has been 
known, is a very broad ridge of land dividing the waters 
tributary to the Missouri from those which discharge them- 
selves into the St. Peter’s, and into Red river of Lake 
Winnepeg. Its general direction is about N. N. W. and 
8. 8. E., though in places it appears to be irregular. ‘To 
the south it comes down to the sources of the Mekato, whilst 
to the north it terminates for a while near the sources of 
the Psee, when a flat country comes in, intersected by the 
Shyan and Goose rivers. Lac du Diable* is in this area, 
with Turtle river. Here the Coteau rises again to the north, 
but is called the Pembina hills by the traders ; these extend 
beyond the Assinaboin river, and die away about Flat lake, 
near seventy miles from Lake Winnepeg.t East of the 
Pembina hills there are salt-springs, and from the somewhat 
vague accounts [ received froin the Indians, there is coal in 
their vicinity. A very respectable trader informed me he 
had once picked up some bituminous coal on the shore of 
Lake Travers. 

Between Lake 
of these ridges : 


Travers and the Missouri there are four 
Coteau de Prairie, on the surface of which 
there is nothing to be seen but small wooded lakes, with 
immense quantities of muskrats, and which extends four 
days’ easy march to a valley through which a fine stream 
called Chaneaska or White-wood river flows. This stream, 
which the voyageurs have named riviére au Jacques, rises 
in the flat area where Lac du Diable is; it is well wooded, 
and joins the Missouri about the forty-third degree. ‘The 
next parallel ridge is about ome day’s march to riviére aux 
Ormes; then another small ridge occurs, with a stream 
separating it from Minnay Shoshoh-chhray,+ ‘* high hill 
of the muddy river,” which the vovageurs going up the 
Missouri have called Coteau de Missouri, having it on the 
right. The distance from Lake Travers to the Missouri, 
across this part of the country, is equal to seven days’ 
march, and the Mandan village, in 47° 30’, can be reached 
in the same time. 

Finding the whole country buried up in sand and clay, 
no rock in place of any kind, and constantly admonished by 
the approach of the winter, [ determined to return by the 
south side of Minday Eatatenka, or Big-stone lake. De- 
scending the Coteau, [ had a weary march across the burnt 
prairies, and with nothing to attract attention but the ex- 
treme beauty of the mirage and the distant tops of a few 
trees, I reached Eatatenka, an extremely beautiful piece of 
Water, 


Where I struck the lake it was impossible to get 
to the water’s edge, on account of the great breadth of the 
swampy ground, covered with rushes eight feet high. From 
the high land there was a fine view of the lake, curving for 
a great distance, with oceasional bluffs two hundred feet 
high. Near its banks the land is of the finest quality, but 
is sometimes intersected by coulées. [ went down one of 
them towards the lake, and found it terminate in about one 
hundred and fifty acres of very rich land, forming a singu 
lar wilderness of trees and briers, with a stream of fine 
water flowing through it. ‘lhe remains of a large Indian 
village were there, and on rising the east bank of the cou- 
lee there was a mound which 
lowards the southeast terminati 





° } ! , 
overlooked the country. 


m there is a fine low dry 











prairie, and a good beach, which enabled me to get some 
unios and anodontas. Below this are some large islands, 
with Indian villages. ‘The lake, which is generally very 

* The Nacotahs call this Lake Minday Wakon, or Great Spirit's 
a] but as they attacha super ing to ny thiags they 
do note rehend, and apply the name of Wakon even to a powerful 
magnet, the Canadian voyageurs often mistake the Indians, and in this 
instance have given to this lake the now popular name of the Devil’s 


f 
‘ 


tl have thought it might be useful to give geographical. notices of 









some localities of this unfrequented region: those which | did not visit 
myself are from good authorit 

¢ [t is extremely probable that this is the origin of the wd Missouri 
rhe first time I heard a Naco munce Minney Shoshoh-chhray, 
slurred rapidly together, as is their way, it prod d just such a sound 
43 ah illiterate vageur would vy by Mishouray 
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well wooded, terminates in a low marshy piece of ground, 
and was here covered with such great quantities of wild 
fowl, that they made a noise like thunder when they arose. 
Its extreme length is about thirty-six miles, and it averages 
about one mile and three quarters in width ; the north end 
for a short distance runs north and south, the central part 
bears nearly east, and at the other end it inclines to the 
southeast. From here the distance to Lac qui Parle is about 
thirty miles by the St. Peter's, which isonly navigable when 
the waters are high; the stream was very small when 
crossed it, and ran through low meadows of tall wide grass, 
which fill this continuation of the valley between Lac qui 
Parle and Eatatenka. Having crossed the valley here, I 
found myself suddenly amongst immense masses of granite 
in place, isolated from each other, and occupying several 
hundred acres. Some of these masses are twenty-five feet 
high, they extend six or eight miles down the valley, and 
give its name of Eatatenka, or Great Rocks, to the lake. 
On the south side of this valley, not far from the lake, a 
stream comes in called Zoozoo Watapah, or Sandstone 
river; it rises high up in the prairie, and is a large stream 
at some seasons. Lower down another stream comes in on 
the same side, called Chhray Wakon; this also rises far in 
the Coteau, and takes its name from a lofty mound near 
which it passes, named Chhray Wakon, from a miraculous 
tradition which the Indians have preserved. As they esteem 
all medicine to be miraculous, the voyageurs frequently 
translate the word wakon, which generally means something 
supernatural, by ** medicine.” Thus the French have called 
this stream riviére de la Montagne Medicine. Advancing 
to the southeast I found the prairies on fire in every direc- 
tion, and having regained the canoe, succeeded, with a 
great deal of exeition, in descending the St. Peter’s and 
in reaching Fort Snelling, which place I left with two feet 
of snow on the ground, and exceedingly severe weather. 
Being desirous of examining the country from Prairie 
du Chien to the mouth of the Missouri, more in detail 
than T should have been able to do if IT had taken my pas- 
sage in the steamboat, I continued on to Dubuque’s and 
the town of Galena in my canoe. Sulphuret of lead is 
found in various places between Prairie du Chien and 
Cassville, a new settlement on the left bank of the Missie- 
sippi. At Dubuque’s lead mines the Jimestone appears 
identically the same with the galeniferovs beds of Mis- 
‘The fossils also are the characteristic fossils ef the 
earboniferous limestone. ‘The galena itself, however, dif- 
fers in appearance from that which constitutes the solid 
and brilliant bands* of sulphuret in the Missouri mines. 
There, although it has an evident tendency to separate 


sourt. 


generally obliterated, 
aggregates of perfect 
cubes, of a very dull and rubly appearance, and lying in 
loose masses in cavities of the limestone beds, mixed up 
with ochreous earth. I found this to be the universal state 
of the metallic beds also on the left bank of the Mississippi. 
In Missouri the veins of galena are exceedingly bright, 
and are encased in wet, waxy, red, argillaceous matter, 
whilst in the galeniferous region of this part of the coun- 
try, some electric action seems to have dried up the argil- 
laceous matter, and to have separated the metal into cubes, 
and broken it up into masses. In the neighborhood of the 
town of Galena, I perceived the veins went very much into 
those pockets common to metallic countries ;+ here they ap- 
pear to prevail through extensive areas of country; shafts 
are sunk to great depths through the dry red earth, and the 
masses of cubical sulphuret are always found in the con- 
dition I have described. I think it verv probable that the 
lead formation of this part of the United States extends to 
the north far beyond the places where excavations are now 
carried on, but the activity, perseverance, and great re- 


into cubes, the lines of cleavage are 
whilst here the sulphuret consists of 


* Report 1835, p. 48 t Report 1885, p. 49 
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*pectability as to the character and resources of the popu- | 


lation engaged in the lead business of the Galena district, | 
will in time lead to its development wherever it may be. | 
When the present veins are exhausted, shafts will be sunk 
still deeper. There is, in fact, good reason to believe that 
the whole distance between the lead mines of Missouri 
and those of Dubuque’s, is comprehended in the galenifer- | 
ous formation. At Mineral point, a day’s ride from Galena, 
there are also copper veins, indications of which I saw in 
coming down the Wiskonsran. The veins are nearly vertical, | 
and the carbonate produces thirty-five per cent. of copper. 
The Mississippi, from Fever river, continues about the | 
usual breadth, but has comparatively few islands in it; the 
country is exceedingly beautiful, the banks abounding in 
gentle slopes, with scattering trees and occasional escarp- 
ments. In the vicinity of Rock river bituminous coal is 
found in many places, lying in the beds of the carbonifer- 


ous limestone on both sides of the Mississippi, like those | 


previously described in the State of Illinois. At the foot 
of the Des Moine sapids, near the place called Keokuk, 
the beds of carboniferous limestone are full of siliceous ge- 
odes, some of them a foot in diameter, and of great beauty 
and variety. In some instances I found the geodes con- 
taining accidental minerals ; pearl spar covering the faces 
and terminations of the quartz crystals, and this again 
sprinkled over with a profusion of minute cubes of sulphu- 
ret of lead. Continuing down the Mississippi, along the 
bluff of the carboniferous limestone, and passing the mouth 
of the Missouri, I reached the city of St. Louis, in the 
State of Missouri. 

From this place the geology of the fountry south to Red 
river, and southeast to the Atlantic, has been already 
sketched out in my report of 1835. 

I have the honor to remain, &c., 
G. W. FEATHERSTONHAUGH, 
U. S. Geologist. 


Explanations of some Geological Terms used in this Re- 
port. 
Anticlinal—where the beds dip contrariwise, like slates on 
the opposite sides of the roof of a house. 
Brachiopoda—molluscous animals inhabiting certain shells, 


with spiral arms, serving the purpose of locomotion. | 


Conformable—beds whose planes or faces conform in par- 
allelism to each other. 

Conglomerale—rocks formed of fragments of older rocks, 
usually rounded into the pebble form by the action 
of water. 

Cleavage—lines in slates and other rocks which resemble 
the lines of stratification, but which run in a differ- 
ent direction. The intervention of a siliceous 
seam, or sometimes the position of fossils, will de- 
termine doubtful cases. 

Formation—a bed or group of beds, deposited at an epoch 





independent of that during which the beds it lies | 


between were deposited. 
Goniatites—a chambered shell, with a siphuncle, spirally 
striated, resembling the ammonite and nautilus. 


Ichthyodorulites—defensive fin bones of an extinct shark- | 


like species of fish. 
Ignigenous—rocks having their origin from fire, in contra- 
distinction to thuse having their origin from water. 
Lignites—carbonated fossil wood. 


Mural escarpment—perpendicular cliffs, presenting a sec- | 


tion of beds like a wall, 


Nacre—the brilliant iridiscent appearance on the surface of 


some shells. 
Outlier—a mass of rock detached from the general form- 
ation of which it once formed a part. ‘ 
Radiaria—animals including echinites, encrinites, &e. 
Rock—all beds, whether hard or soft, are, in geology, in- 
cluded in this term. 
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Secteni-tihie the edges of a series of beds ay ities 
selves on the banks of a river, or in any escarp- 
ment, as if the formation had been cut through, 
this is a natural section. Rivers cut through their 
beds usually by retrocession. 

Seam—a thin parting between thicker deposites. 

Sedimentary rocks—deposited from water. 

Septaria—calcareous concretions, divided by irregular 
lines of carbonate of lime into septa or chambers. 

Siphuncle—a tube passing through the septa of concame 
rated shells, to enable the animals to rise and sink 
in the water. 

S/ratum—a bed or deposite distinct from auother bed. 


| Stratified—deposites formed by beds lying upon and usu 


ally parallel to each other. 

Strike—the direction of the edges of beds at right angles 
to their dip, as we say to strike off in any given 
direction. 

Synclinal—where the beds converge towards each othe: 
in concave lines. 

Talus—a slope at the foot of an escarpment, formed of the 
fallen materials. 

Unconformable—beds whose planes do not conform in par 
allelism to each other. 

Unstratified—amorphous masses, without any appearance 
of stratification. 

Zoophytes—animals producing coral rocks. 





{ Appended to the above report are twenty illustrative di 
agrams; a map of a reconnoissance of the St. Peter’s river 
to its sources; and a map of a portion of the Indian coun- 
try lying east and west of the Missisippi river, to the 46th 
degree of north latitude, made in the autumn of 1835, 
from personal observation : which maps and diagrams, the 
publishers regret that it is not in their power to place with 
the report in the Register of Debates. As frequent refer- 
ence is made in this report to an ‘* Examination of the ele- 
vated country between the Missouri and Red rivers,” made 
in 1834 by the same gentleman, it is deemed proper, in or- 
der to give a full view of what the United States Govern- 
| ment has done, by its authority, in aid of the geolgical re- 
| connoissances of the country, to include that report also, in 
connexion with this. —Ep1rors. } 


Geological report of an examination made in 1834, of t/ 
elevated country between the Missouri and Red rivers 
By G. W. Featherstonhaugh, U. S. geologist. Print- 
ed by order of the House of Kepresentatives. 

War Department, 
February 17, 1835. 


Scr: [ have the honor to transmit, herewith, togethe: 
with a report of the officer in charge of the Topographical 
Bureau, the report of Mr. Featherstonhaugh, called for by 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 14th 
| instant. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
Ie WIS CASS. 


Hon. Jouy Betz, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
TorocraratcaL Bureav, 
February 17th, 1835. 
| Sir: I have the honor to submit to you ** the report of 
| G. W. Featherstonhaugh, Esq., employed in virtue of the 
| act of June 28, 1834,” called for by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 14th instant, 
{ am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN ABERT. 
Lieut. Col. Top. Engineers 
Hon Lewis Cass, 
Secretary of War. 
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APPENDIX 


Geological midedeshnbinie 


REPORT. 


Wasninctron City, 


Lieut. Col. ABERT, 


S. Topographical Engineers ; 





| 
February 17, 1835. 


Sir: In obedince to your instructions, dated July 12, | 
1834, to repair to some point on the northern boundary of 
the Territory of Arkansas, and personally inspect the min- | 
eral and geological character of the highlands and water 
sheds where the public lands are situated, of that elevated | 
country lying between the Missouri river and Red river, 
known under the designation of the Ozark mountains, and 


limiting my return to the seat of Government, to make my 


report, to the Ist day of February, 1835, I have the honor 
to stale: 
That, having executed those instructions, | reached the 


city of Washington on the evening of the 3ist of January, 
1835, having accomplished a distance of four thousand six 
hundred miles during my journey, of which upwards of 
three thousand miles were effected by land. 

Before I enter upon the details of this report, I beg to 

bserve, that, aware of heing directed in my instructiuns to 
the examination of the public lands exclus ively, if, for the | 
purpose of illustration, | should apply the geological in- 
formation I possess of other portions of the structure of this 
continent, it will be because I am invited in my instructions 
to do so, and from which I beg to quote the full wing pas- 
sage: 

‘* Although, by these instructions, vour investigations 
are limited to the Territory of Arkansas and the adjacent 
public lands, it is nevertheless desirable that, in the report 
to be made by you on your return to this city, whatever 
geological information you may possess, which can be use- 
fully applied to the illustration of the investigations you are 
about to make, and which may aid in developing the re- 


sources of the countries you are directed to examine, 
their geological 





and 
connexion elsewhere, should be fully stated 
for the information of the Government.” 

Geology being altogether a science of observation, and 
the cautious spirit of the present times giving no weight to 
any opinions which are not found 
amination of physical phenomena, 
elf that this report will be in 
regard to this salutary t 






d upon the practical ex- 
| venture to pledge my- 
recordance with a rigorous 
temper of the age; that all the facts 
contained in it are the result of my own personul examina- 
tions; and that the opinions I shall have occasion to ad- 
vance, respecting the geological structure of those parts of 
the United States deseribed hi reiu, appear to me to be 
plain deductions from a long series of personal investiga- 
tions effected in Europe and on this continent. 

It is also from a sincere desire to make this report as per- 
manently instructive as possible, that I have thought it ad- 
visable to prefix to the details of my late observations a 
brief account of those leading principles of modern geology 
which are the result of the labors of some of the most emi- 
nent men in Great Britain, France, and Germany—men 
whose names obtain the willing confidence of Europe and 
America’ Honored as I have been in the 
, | should think 
wanting in an earnest desire to make my 
ly useful, if | were not to endeavor to make this report as 
transparent to the intelligence of all who may read it as the 
nature of the subject may admit of; and ihisT could not do, 
considering the present state of geological knowledge in this 
country, if | were simply to relate what 1 have seen, and 
then come to general conclusions, without illustrating the 
subject by such an exhibition of the princiy 
and by such an 


selection to per- 
myself 
labors extensive- 


form this important duty greatly 


les of the science, 
application of legitimate reasoning from 
them, as would bring out the facts es h ive observed in prom- 


inent relation with the general mineral structure of the globe ; 
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with the design not only of satisfying those least conver™ 
sant with the science of geology of the great usefulnes* 
and beauty of the science, but of enabling them to form a 
competent judgment as to the accuracy of my own labors, 
and the degree of confidence due to my own opinions. 
Had my report been addressed only to the scientific few, I 
am aware that this would have been superfluous ; but as the 
appointment I have been honored with was for the benefit 
of the many, so I must ask to be permitted to consider my- 
self as still acting in that relation to the country. 

Practical geology can be conversant only with the crust 
of the globe, being that portion of it which is comprehend- 
| ed between the lowest observed depths of any mines, and 
the greatest elevation of any mountains. It is withm 
these limits alone that observations can be made, if we ex- 
cept examinations of those mineral substances which have, 
at various periods, been ejected in a state of igneous fusion, 
by volcanic action, from the more certral parts of the earth, 
such as the lavas occasionally proceeding from the active 
voleanoes of our own times. But this superficial portion 
of the globe, which may be estimated at a mean depth of 
abuut seven miles, is comparatively insignificant in its pro- 
portion to the mean radius of the earth, which may be es- 
timated at about three thousand nine hundred and fifty five 
miles; still it is sufficiently comprehensive for the whole 
economy of nature, both external and subterranean; and 
the immense disproportion between it and what lies beneath 
it, instead of leaving an impression of the insignificance of 
that proportion upon our minds, leads them to the contem- 
plation of the immeasurable power of that expansive agency 
which we know, from the evidence of voleanic action, has, 
even in our own times, a modifying effect upon the super- 
ficial part of the globe, and which itis not unreasonable to 
believe may have been, in all time, in a constant state of 
exertion in that immense and impenetrable space compre- 
hended within the diameter of the earth. Knowing, as we 
do, that the crust of the earth has been constantly modified 
by subterranean action, and believing, as a great majority 
of modern geologists do, that all its mineral characters are 
most rationally accounted for by the direct and indirect 
a power, we cannot avert ourselves from 
so magnificent a provision for natural 


of suc h 
the consideration of 


agency 


operations ; and hence men have ceased to attempt expla 
nations of the economy of the e by an hy- 
pothesis of entire aqueous action. 

But we are not to recard the radial space as a mere va- 
cancy where igneous action is exerted, but as a field where 
it acts upon matter in states and conditions of which per- 
haps the scientific chemist has but a faint conception ; for 
we are taught, upon the authority of eminent philoso- 
phers, that the density of the interior is much greater than 
that of the crust. It will be perceived, from this mode of 
reasoning, that the force of such a radial space, acting un- 
der such conditions, could not but produce results equiva- 
lent to the gran 


logists in referring the 


irth’s structure, 


Jeur of its power, and which might justify 
origin and actual state of what 


of the earth, to its direct and indirect 


is called the crust 


ction. 
If we consider ions of some distinguished phil 
ysophers, who belteve that our e rth is 


the pan 
an ancient ig 
certainly 
luwest rocks 


neous 


body which has for long periods beon cooling, we 


find a relation between such a process and the 
in the geologi 


val series usually these rocks 


onsidered by the 


called primary ; 
most eminent geologists and 
chemists to be the result of mineral matter cooled down 
from a state of igneous fusion. But those rocks, which 
are found at the lowest points where geological examina- 
tions can be made, constitute also, sometimes, the loftiest 
to those who 
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summits of mountains—a seeming paradox 
have not turned their attention to this subject 
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surface they occupy, comparatively to the sea, as about one 
to three, is thought to be near two miles; whilst the sea is 
considered to have about an equivalent mean depth. If, there- 
fore, at any period in the history of our planet, the mineral 
matter constituting the dry land has been distributed be- 
neath the waters of the sea, an arrangement, as we per- 
ceive, very possible, and apparently probable, the planct 
would then have been entirely covered by water. In such 
a state of things, we have no cause to which to refer the 
origin of our continents and islands, save the expansive 
subterranean force before alluded to, which could raise 
them from the bottom of the ocean, and above its level. It 
Is most satisfactory to reflect, that, without any reference 
to this theory, the progress of geological ii.vestigation has 
led the leading geologists in Europe to the conclusion that 
not only continents have been in this manner raised, but 
that all the important chains vf mountains have in like 
manner been protruded from below; and, in many in- 
stances, the proofs are obvious, of the dislocation of the 
stratifications through which they have burst, to rear them- 
selves to the lofty heights they have attained. It will be ap- 
parent to every one that successive upliftings of mineral mat- 
ter would displace an equivalent cubic quantity of water, 
and that in proportion to the amount of mineral matter pro- 
truded, would be not only a corresponding agitation of the 
adjacent ocean and formations of currents, but an abrasion 
and partial destruction of pre-existing lands, the ruins of 
which, often extremely broken down and comminuted, 
would be deposited at the bottom of the ocean, to be again, 
at some future period, like sedimentary beds derived from 
whatever sources, elevated above its level. 

In these direct and indirect operations of the expansive 
power beneath the crust of the glabe, have been perceived 
the happy means of compromising the conflicting views en- 
tertained respecting many important geological phenomena ; 
since both the results of igneous action and aqueous depo- 
sition can be referred to the same cause, as well as the 
paradoxical appearance-of rocks of the same class, of un- 
disputed igneous origin, which have been observed at the 
lowest depths of the crust of the globe, and at its most 
elevated summits; these latter being evidently thrust up 
from below. 

The application of these views of subterranean action, 
which are not sketched here from a theoretical predilection, 
will be found highly important in relation to the structure 
and cantinuity of metallic veins. ‘The mineral resources 
of the United States appear to be commensurate with the 
grandeur of its other physical features, whilst there is still 
much hesitation about the introduction of systematic mining. 
It was a prevailing opinion, whilst the Wernerian theory 
obtained, that metallic veins were filled in by deposites from 
above ; and it has been extensively believed in this country 
that the galena, or sulphuret of lead, found in the State of 
Missouri, was a mere superficial deposite. Opinions of this 
kind operate powerfully to restrain capitalists from giving 
their confidence to mining undertakings in an efficient 
manner ; they are afraid to invest their means beyond an 
amount necessary to conduct partial diggings and excava- 
tions near the surface ; whereas, if they were satisfied of the 
reasonableness of the opinion that metallic veins have their 
origin from below ; that the veins, which have repaid them 
moderately near the surface, are generally considered to 
improve ata depth of five hundred feet; that they have 
been successfully followed up and cut out at three umes 
that depth, and that we have no practical evidence of their 
want of continuity to infinitely greater depths, they would 
not hesitate to sink their shafts and establish their works 
upon a scale of magnitude corresponding with their confti- 
dence, and producing results favorable to national industry 
and to their own just expectations. 

But laying aside this branch of the subject at present, 
and reverting to the supposed igneous central action of this 
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planet, it would seem to invite an important consideration 

whether, if this action be general, the results produced by 
it may not, with some modifications, be expected to pr 

sent a close affinity in their general character throughou! 
the globe. 

The European geologists have examined the structure of 
a great portion of their eastern continent with unrivalled 
perseverance and energy, having brought to the considera 
tion of its phenomena all the acumen of which mineralogi- 
cal and chemical learning is almost susceptible; and now 
their most eminent men call for geological investigations of 
this western continent as most important desiderata in 
physical science. It has been deemed by them necessary, 
for the further advancement of the science, to have a com 
parison instituted between the geological formations of this 
western world and their own portion of the globe, in order 
to determine how far the phenomena common to both be 
long to causes which have been cotemporaneous, or of the 
same class ; whether the principles which have determined 
the structure of the one, have been the governing cause i) 
the other, and to what causes any discrepancy may be as 
signed, 

This inquiry is of deep interest to this country, no! 
simply as one which leads us into a field of philosophic! 
research, highly favorable to enlargement of the intellectual 
powers, but as pregnant with utility in relation to the bust 
ness pursuits of life, enabling us to apply the fruits of thei 
long and rich ex perience to the iinmediate development of the 
inineral resources of this country, and returning to them 
some measure, at least, of information for those inestimable 
labors which have preceded our own investigations. Strom 
impressed with these views, | have constantly endeavored 
to make them auxiliary to my late examinations. In con 
cisely sub:nitting the arrangement of rocks, as it is declared 
to exist, and as I have observed it in Europe, with acom 
parative view of the principal formations in those parts of 
the United States I have lately visited, I shall not adve 
to the numerous divisions into which the whole known 
series of rocks has at various times been thrown. ‘The 
voluminous literature belonging to modern geology hus 
produced numerous classifications from the geologists * of 
France and Great Britain, all of which, however useful in 
the study of the science, appear destined to fluctuation and 
change in its progress, like the graceful aud waving lines 
formed by the rippling on the sea beach, which are inoidi 
fied or obliterated by every new breeze impressing the 
coming tide. From circumstances no longer subject to 
control, the seience and Jetters of Great Britain will forever 
become an inherent part of the intellectual power of this 
country. ‘The old and simple divisions of primitive, transi 
tion, secondary, and tertiary, to which the Enylish geolo 
gists so long adhered, and which have been adopted in this 
country from their elementary works, are, it is true, not 
free from objections, but they are convenient and familiar 
here; and since all classifications are imperfect, and sub 
ject to change, I have thought it best, where classification 
inust be resorted to fur purposes of illustration, to use that 
which is best known, with no disposition, however, to as 
sign any vaiue to it beyond the facility it gives me of making 
myselt understood. 





Geological observations, made in numerous parts of the 
world, have shown that the inferior part of the whole series 
of rocks 1s distinguished by characters which do not belong 
to the superior portion. 

It is to a great degree unstratified ; the lowest, amorphous 
masses, having a confused, irregular, crystalline, gran- 
ular structure, composed usually of quartz, felspar, and 
mica, whence they have received the designation of 
> fa 
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This rock, in some instances, is beautifully studded | 
with crystals of felspar, and is then called porphyritic | 


ranite. 
7 It contains metalliferous veins, bearing tin, copper, iron, 
gold, silver, and other metals. 

From a careful study of all the circumstances attending 
them, it is now the general opinion that rocks of this class 
are the result of igneous fusion, and to which the term 
ignigenous is suited. 

Other members of this inferior portion of the geological 
series, though partaking largely of the preceding characters 
of the granitic rocks, are very different in their external 
appearance. The rocks called gneiss, which are often 


found superincumbent on the granite, have a more regular | 


arrangement of the planes of the mica contained in them, 
vhich give them frequently an appearance of stratification 
resembling that produced by deposition from water ; how 
far this may be owing to a distribution of the plates of its 
mica parallel to its strata, and which appears to be the 
immediate cause of its fissility, cannot now be asserted : 
this, however, is true, that the granitic rocks and the 
gneiss pass sometimes into each other so completely, and 


the former are often so enclosed in the latter, that I have | 


frequently on this continent taken specimens of the gneiss, 


especially from near Richmond, in Virginia, which, if 


placed in a cabinet, any mineralogist would pronounce a 
true granite ; and certainly nothing is more common here 
than to observe broad veins of true granite passing into 
the beds of gneiss, and, indeed, the granite alternating 
with the gneiss. 

There is another important rock, known under the 
name of mica slate, which is usually destitute of both fel- 
spar and hornblende. ‘The gneiss, which contains more 
mica than hornblende, appears to pass into this, and the 
diflerence between them to be owing to the absence of 
some of its constituents. 

The mica slate itself passes into talcose slate, tale being 
substituted for mica. ‘This last is a mineral formation, in 
which the auriferous veins of the United States are found, 
the veins in some parts of the country passing through a 
field of talcose slate several miles in breadth, whilst in 
others they are sheathed only, as it were, in the talcose 
slate, and pass through a field of elvan and granitic rocks 
of various kinds. 

The other most important members of this inferior por- 
tion of the geological series, commonly called primitive 
rocks, are statuary limestone or white mavgle, serpentine, 
greenstone, quartz rock, the varieties of hornblende rocks 
and slates, and clay slate, the regularity in superposition 
of which to each other has not been satisfactorily estab- 
lished. 

The rocks hitherto enumerated have one common char- 
acter; they contain no organic remains, and may, there- 
fore, properly be called inorganic, in relation to animal 
and vegetable bodies. 

All these rocks, so different from each other in their ex- 
ternal appearance, have, with the exception of the statuary 
limestone, no greater difference than is constituted by the 
presence or absence of some mineral constituent, or the 
difference of proportions. Some of the most important 
members, such as granite and gneiss, contain silex as a 
constant constituent, others contain magnesia, and some 
hornblende ; but a serious study of the whole, and of the 
relation in which they stand to all other rocks, impresses 
a strong opinion that they owe their origin to the same 
cause, and that they have all, at some period, been either 
ejected from central depths by the expansive power gener- 
ated there, or that they have been great intumescing mass- 
es, which, on cooling, have resulved themselves into 
various stages of crystallization, and that their varying 
products have been brought into fusion or solution from 
distinct central localities, some of the differences between 
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them having been occasivned by a chemical action, more 
easily imagined by us than described. * 

But these masses, both amorphous and stratified, contain 
granite and other veins, which have obviously passed 
through them subsequent tv their original formation, since 
we see that, at their passage, the intruded rock has been 
dislocated from its continuity, and that a violence of sub- 
terranean origin attended it. 

Nor has the laboratory of nature yet ceased its action; 
the granitic rocks, such as we find injected into their cog- 
nate masses, do not, it is true, flow from recent volcanoes ; 
but the trap rocks, which are but modifications of primitive 
mineral masses, have been found injected into them in both 
hemispheres, and are still poured out of modern volcanoes 
in the form of lava. These intrusions of granitic and trap- 
pean matter, including the greenstones, are common to ail 
the geological periods. In the Alps, modifications of the 
granitic rocks are found overlying fussiliferous strata, with 
small metalliferous veins in both formations, near the point 
of contact.¢ All these intrusive bodies, from the most an- 
cient granites to the modern lavas, appear to be modifica 
tions of each other, originating in the same cause, pro- 
duced by the same means, but varying in their constituents, 
and the manner of their consolidation. Mr. Lyell states 
‘that the lava in the crater of Stromboli, one of the Lipari 
islands, has been in a constant state of ebullition for the 
last two thousand years;” and as this must communicate 
with deeper foci, a central igneo-expansive power, in un- 
ceasing action, seems to form a great constitutional princi- 
ple of the planet ; indeed, some inhabited parts of the globe 
are supposed to be in an actual state of gradual elevation. 
Yet these apparently fearful dyna:rics are but means in the 
hand of Providence to establish the most grand and beauti- 
arrangements :—mountains and continents raised from the 
deep to heights which afford salubrity and security, and 
where nature can offer the most varied and attractive resi- 
dence to man and the animals ; and the crust of the earth, 
prolific in minerals, with all useful and precious metals, in 
the proper proportions for our immediate wants. 

Primitive rocks are found in all those parts of the earth 
which have been examined, and there is every reason to 
believe that they form the solid basis of the crust of the 
globe. A portion of this basis is now covered to great 
depths by the sedimentary rocks which have been subse- 
quently deposited by water, but the surfaces of vast tracts 
of inhabited country are constituted by these primitive 
rocks. In the United States, they occupy the surface from 








* The alternation of the primitive recks above alluded to, and the 
juxtaposition of amorphous and stratified masses, of ienigenouws origin, 
is susceptible of explanation, if fairly and patiently considered. Due 
weight, however, must be given to the 
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greatest number of cases present ther es. The stratified appear 
ance of gneiss is unequivocal, and must be conceded. Before the 
rocks were formed which have an aqueous origin, the planet may 
have been in a quasi-incandescent state, as we now conceive of any 
astronomical bodies; nor can we Conjecture to what peried that stats 
of incandescence extended. The presence of fi.ssil plants of tropical 
constitutions in high nortt 1 latitudes shows a temperature { 18 
globe unknown to the present order of things. In whatever mn er 
the beds of gneiss were brovght into contact with the ienigenous ar 
rphous masses, whetber by aqueovs deposition, or by pouring 
from below, in thick pasty solutions, we are certain they 
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Maine to Columbus in Georgia, on the Chattahoochee, and 
still further, to Wetumpka, on the Alabama. Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Richmond, 
and Columbia, in South Carolina, are either built upon 
them, or are separated from them by deposites of an insig- 
nificant depth. Yet the whole of this mighty basis was 
once in a state of igneous fusion, and under circumstances 


which prevent the possibility of our expecting to find or- | n 
superposition of its different members, essentially the same 


ganic bodies contemporaneously existing in it, since it was 
a state of things inconsistent with the existence of organic 
matter. 

With all the concurring proofs of igneous action, and of 
an immeasurable expansive power operating beneath the 
crust of the earth, I shoukl deem myself more obnoxious to 
the charge of having suppressed them, in the present state 


of geological knowledge in this country, than to that of | ' 
| and which, from its being the depository of the remains of 


having been indiscreet in assigning them a place in an of- 
ficial document, on the ground of their theoretical charac- 
ter.* <A pure hypothesis, raised upon conjecture, and not 
sustained by admitted facts, is inadmissible; but I should 
hesitate to render myself liable to the charge of theoretical 
tendency, in a light sense of that word, if I were conscious 
of entertaining conclusions other than thoge to which the 
mind is irresistibly brought by concurring facts, upon which 
the judgment willingly reposes. 

Wherever the primitive rocks in questiun occur in trans- 
atlantic countries, they are found under circumstances 
which clearly prove that they owe their existence to the 
same general chemical laws, and have been produced in the 
same manner. They have been found in Asia, Africa, 
and in various portions, especially the northern ones, of 
Europe. They are not only found almost identically the 
same, but their various members are, in many instances, 
superimposed upon each other nearly in the same order. I 
have seen specimens of porphyritic granite from Shapfell, 
in England, from Ceylon, from China, from Russia, and 
the Alps, which would be indistinguishable from that which 
forms the bed of the bituminous coal-field of Chesterfield, 
Virginia, the broad belts which run at the foot of the Blue 
Ridge, and parallel to it, and some which I have observed 
in Georgia. The structure of the tin and copper districts 
of England, as far as the nature and direction of veins is 
concerned, would lead a student exactly to the same con- 
clusions, in regard to their origin, and the utility to be de- 
rived from a knowledge of it, as if he had been studying 
the gold and copper veins of the United States. The struc- 
ture of the auriferous rocks in Russia and Brazil, as it has 
been described to me, is precisely what we find it to be in 
the gold region of the United States. Tin has not yet been 
found in the primitive rocks of this country in profusion, 
as it is found in Cornwall, neither has gold been found in 
tireat Britain, as it is found in the United States, where 
the veins which have been examined for a distance of more 
than eight hundred miles to the south from the Potomac 
river, and which show themselves occasionally in an aurif 
ervus character at an equal distance to the north, are very 
productive. But gold has been found in small quantities 
in Great Britain, and tin, of which I possess some traces, 
has been found in the United States. In the Ural moun- 
tains of Northern Russia, gold is a productive metal, and 
platina has been found in considerable quantities. 

A specimen of platina has lately come into my posses- 


sion, Which was found tn North Carolina, and, from some 


* Of the souace and cause of this ¢ 
nothing with precision. Philosophers 
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recent pts indiatlion, I am disposed to think that the diamon 1, 
the topaz, &c., will soon be produced from the same 
quarter. * 

It may, therefore, be safely asserted that this great non 
fossiliferous division of the known rocks of the geological 
series, and to which an igneous origin has been attributed, 
is, in all the circumstances connected with its crystailiza- 
tion, its metalliferous character, its constituency, and the 


in North America, and in the other parts of the earth where 
It appearing unnecessary to scek for 
distinct causes to phenomena which are mere repetitions of 


| each other, the accordance between this branch of the geo 


logical series, as to unity of cause, may be considered prob- 


| able in both hemispheres. 


The other great division of the geological series of rocks, 


those organic bodies which preceded the present order of 
things, may be called the organic division, has been sulci 
vided into three divisions: transition, secondary, and ter- 
tiary. The rocks comprehended in the transition class re- 
ceived that name in the early days of the science; because 
in these was discovered an apparent transition from inor- 
ganic to organic matter, and from a chemical to a mechan 
ical origin of rocks. And, in truth, it is in those argilla- 
ceous slaty masses, and beds of roofing slate, which imme- 
diately succeed to the primitive rocks, that we find the first 
vestiges of animal and vegetable existences—extremely rare, 
however, when compared with the profusion in which they 
are found in the superior rocks. Yet the fossils found im- 
bedded in them are not, even in the present state of geolo- 
gical knowledge, to be considered as representatives of the 
first class of animal bodies which came into existence. The 
masses in w’ «ch they are found imbedded being all formed 
under water, we must of course look to find no animal re- 
mains but of such animals as were fitted to live in that ele- 
ment, viz. fishes and shell fish, and crustaceous animals 
These having some solid parts, liable to be enclosed with 
an argillaceous covering, might leave some traces of their 
existence, and which a few of "the two last enumerated have 
done. ‘The scarcity of these seems to be in accordance 
with the mineral state of the earth at the period when the 
rocks were formed in which they are enclosed. ‘The solid 
parts of these animals, when living, are formed of lime, 
which, from the small proportion in which it exists amongst 
the other primitive masses, was not, as appears consistent 
with the genegal design, to be produced in the profusion it 
subsequently was, when animal existences, to which it was 
indispensable, were to be brought forward in great numbers. 
The general deposites of calcareous matter on the globe 
have been, by some persons, attributed to the exuvim of 
animals, without stopping to inquire whence those animals 
derived the solid parts they bave left behind them, As we 
know not that animals have the power of forming lime from 
other mineral elements, we are compelled to suppose that 
the calcareous matter forming their osseous structure, their 
testaceous and crustaceous coverings, preceded thein. In 
considering the primitive rocks, we have perceived that for- 
ces of great power, and unknown to modern times, have 
been in action in the earlier periods of the planet—forces 
which even now continue occasionally to act, though feelly 
and rarely, As to the manner in which the statuary line- 


* Gold mining is yet in he infancy in the United States; in trutl 
reparations for systematic mining are only now making. Not 
sh ift has yet been sunk ex ceeding 160 feet. Yet, notwithstanding the 


| rude expedients resorted to, the progressive scale of production sinc 





1824 warrants th st favorable anticipations for the future. In 1524 
the amount of gol ‘from Ni orth C arolina received at the United State 
mint was only $5,000; every succeeding year the quantity brought 
was T tpidly increased, till, in 1832, it rose to $458,000, and in the suc 
year to $475,000. In 1534, Georgia sent to the mint $115,000 
These ‘amounts are independent of the native gold, which does not 
find its way to the mint. The amount of native gold produced during 
the present year will, it is thought, uot fall short of three millions of 
1) 


11ars. 












stones were produced, there is much ambiguity. We 
know, however, that mineral springs, both thermal and 
cold, deposite carbonate of lime in great quantities, as they 
come’ in contact with the atmosphere. The prodigious 
deposites of this charactr from a cold mineral water, in the 
Sweet Springs valley, in Virginia, which presents one of 
the most rare geological phenomena, the no less interesting 
travertino deposited by the Hot Springs of the Washita, in 
Arkansas, both of which localities I visited this last year, 

and similar phenomena in various parts of the world, ren- 

der it quite possible that some extraneous calcareous de- 
posites, lying amidst the primitive rocks, have come from 
the central parts of the earth, in a state of aqueous solution, 
and have subsequently received their high crystalline char- 
acter from being in contact with ignigenous rocks in an in- 
candescent state. With springs of such a character in ac- 
tion, the animals of those times could be at no loss for cal- 
careous matter in favored localities; and, in that greater 
portion of the aqueous surface where lime was wanting, we 
can readily believe that the Creative Power might give a 
benevolent existence to countless myriads of those gelati- 
nous animals which fill some tropical seas in our own days, 
and which, having’ no solid parts, have left no vestige of 
their existence behind them. * 

Perhaps the time has arrived when the term transition 
should be limited to the argiluceous masses in question. 
‘The connexion, however, be:ween them and the shales and 
slates, and other beds which succeed them higher up in the 
geological series, has induced sotne geologists to consider 
all the members of this connexion, including the bituminous 
coal measures, as belonging to one natural group. Yet I 
cannot but suppose that a series of deposites extending to 
thirty or forty thousand feet in thickness on this continent, 
and probably to an equal amount in Europe, will, when it has 
received an examination consistent with its great importance, 
be ultimately arranged in a more lucid and characteristic 
manner.t ‘I'he lower slates, the flags, the grits, and lime- 


* Profess 


w Agassiz, a distinguished naturalist, who appears at pres- 
ent to lead in fossil ichthyology, does not find fish decidedly enna r- 
ous before the period of the carboniferous limestone, that is to say, 
are not provided with targe conica) and pointed teeth ; those of ia 





howe 


pe riods appear, ver, from their teeth, to have been omniverous 
rhe investigations up to the present moment all point to the conclu- 
sion that organization was upon a lew scale in the transition period 
M. Adolphe Brogniart the able author of the Historie des Vegetaux 


Fossiles, and to whose genius and industry we mainly owe the infor 
















mation which has been produced respecting fossil vegetables, whilst 
he has enumerated 258 species found in the coal depogites, only finds 
! een in the transition series, and these, if I remember aright, (not 
having his work here,) all cryptozamous plants. To these facts, if we 
1dd other considerations, such as the great uniformity of the genera in 
the inferior rocks of both hemispheres, where trilobites, | roducta, spir- 
fers, and othocera are the characteristic organic remains, and the 
curious fact that of the whole number of species of fossil coal plants 
found in North America, more than one-half have been found con- 


nected with the coal-fields of Europe—a greater proportional simili 
tude than exists among living planis—we can scarcely, in the present 
state of gevlogical information, assent to any theory of “ causes now in 
ration,” for fossil nature, whic h excludes a law of progressive de- 
lopment, under which we see the fitness, for all this uniformity, of 
some common c e, exte ntive ly ope rating as thermal w alters, eveu 
upon the oceanic scale, may be sup posed to have done. 
t The section which accompanies this report, traces 
manner the transitic mn rocks from the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, on the 
Potomac, to the Cumberland mountains in’ Te IT could not, 
with satisfaction to myself, enter, upon this occasion, into details re 
ng the fossiis of the transition and grauwacke rocks of North 
nerica which I have examined@: they have accumulated creatly upon 
my hands, and would furnish materials for an important work, that 
would require a great devotion of time, and incessant labor. My 
friend, Mr. Murchison, late President of the Geological Society of Lon 
don, who has distinguished himself so g by his researches in the 
superior bede, has been much occupied for the last four yearsin a great 








in an imperfect 
nnessee. 


spe 


reatly 





work, to contain numerous plates of unpublished fossils, illustrative of 
the “ stratified deposites which connect the carboniferous series with 
he older slaty rocks” in England and Wales, and which will give a 
singular impulse to investigations of the transition beds. Mr. Richard 
C. Taylor also, who well deserves the high re putation he has acquired 
as a geologist and mineral surveyor, is about to publish a very import- 
ant account of the transition heds, whicl: he has extensively examined 
in Pennsylvania. I feel confident thatthe comparative views we shall 
s00n be able to bring forward between these analogous deposites, will 
‘ly strengthen the opinions I entertain of the strong generic 
blan es betw 2n the organic forms of the transition period in 
inispheres 
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stones of British geology, bave their equivalents in this coun- 
try. In nothing is the analogy in the two hemispheres more 
constant than in the general character of the transition and 
grauwacke beds, even to the chloritic nature of some of the 
beds of the old red sandstone; the same conformity also 
can be asserted as to their fossiliferous character. It is true 
that in the north of England the grauwacke is found lying 
ata great inclination, and upset on its edges, with con- 
glomerate or old red sandstone unconformably upon them ; 
showing that this last, not being affected by the movement 
which had disturbed the grauwacke, or having been de- 
posited since that movement, was not, in the estimation of 
some persons, to be classed in the same division with the 
gruuwacke. By these the grauwacke was considered the 
limit of the transition series; but in countries where the 
old red sandstone and the grauwacke laid conformably on 
each other, the argument was equally strong for arranging 
the superincumbent formation in the same series with the 
inferior one. In the United States we find them both up- 
set on their edges, at very high inclinations, and therefore 
no sufficient ground upon that score is presented here for 
placing them in different divisions. 

But there is one general character which is 
many beds lying much higher up in the series, and that is 
fossil coal; and here we find another circumstance, which 
induces some geologists to class the whele together as a 
Hereafter it is possible that the wide 
difference between the non-bituminous and bituminous 
coals may suggest a permanent character for the arrange 
ment of the coal-bearing rocks." 

In all essential cireumstances, the features which mark 
the structure of the coal bearing series of rocks in Europe 
are found here. In the the grauwacke we have beds of 
limestone, derived, for aught we know to the contrary, 
like the statuary limestone in the primitive series, from 
solutions ejected from below, alternating with schistose 
and sandy beds of probable mechanical origin. In these 
limestone beds we occasionally find, as in Europe, increas- 
and cognate in their rela- 
tions, such as the flustra, the trilobites, &e., on the cal 
careous plates from Dudley, which are often identical with 
those of the Alleghany ridges. 

In the lower parts of this series, in Europe, are found 


common to 


* The very general conct 
























rrence in U ypini beds may 
be a residuum of vegetable matter, appears any geo- 
logical writers to assume the same origin 
The prevalence of vegetable impressions 
the coal in some localities, seems to them d 
the assumption. I have seen many of the non-bituminous varieties in 
place in this country, which appeared to me to justify as nto 
that belief. Anthracite cual is found in the lower slates, whi ‘ 
be said to be the nmencement of the transition series in many parts 
of North America, yet fossil plants are not found i e of them, and 
they are very rare in the transition rocks of all uries; a fact whicl 
detracts from the opinion that it is of vegetable origin lowever 
reasonable may be the inference arising m the convertibility of 
vegetable matter junto lignite, jet, an inous fuel, that many im. 
portant beds of coal have a vege table orig et due ght should be 
givento some circumstances from which a different origin may be in 


ferred. 


























In the beds ef plumbago which lie in the gneiss at Sturbridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, the mineral is nearly vertical in the rocks, like the micas 
ceous oxide ofiron in other situations: this graphite is car “om- 
b ined with a small quantity of iron finely dissemi d tl gh 
At Worcester, in the same State, nearly the same mineral st 

| crystallized state, occurs in the mica slate, but here it is called an 

| thracite coal, although it has hee Q u id sold for pl » Ina 

the lower slates of Rhode Islan ineral s with ai 

| minished specific gravity eat Puughk epsie the Hudson, 1 ha 

| seen veins of anthracite lower slates, fr to Lwo 

| or three inches Lroad, ris like metallic veins, to an inclination of 
70°. In Pennsylvania we have heavy beds of anthra e graue 
wacke, which are n on. ferrus rinous, and others which are u 
minous. These locé n the tlity of this 
mineral not at all ¢ rig Its lowest beds 
are imetalliferous, and its spe¢ st ses in the 
series. The slaty shales which al i il, cannot be 
said to be an integr art of it, but may owe thei i hani 
cal depx site modifies he igh tem ul nul iaceous 
body, and which favo he product plants 1 y found in 
low latitudes TI he f Rhode : company the 


coal, contai 
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those non-bituminous coals now generally known here | 
under the name of anthracite; and in this country we find 
the same carbonaceous matter distributed through the whole 
system of Alleghany ridges to the most western counties 
of Virginia, where the inclined rocks begin to give way to | 
the horizontal formations of the Cumberland range of 
mountains. Higher up in the series, and reposing upon the 
vast deposites—in this country immense—of carboniferous 
limestone, and millstone grit and shale, where these miner- | 
als are not replaced by more complex deposites, we find, in 
Europe, the great productive beds of bituminous coal, | 
exactly as they are found in some parts of this country, 
lying amidst shales and sand-tones, often of a friable struc- 
ture, and abounding in mica. The fossil plants, too, are 
nearly related in both countries, and some identical. It is 
true the coal in some instances in Europe, as at St. Etienne, 
in France, is found resting upon the naked granite, which 
is exactly the case with the coal measures of Chesterfield, 
Virginia; this lies in troughs of granite the edges of which 
crop out above ground, showing the exact limit, in some 
instances, of the coal field. Nor is it to be supposed thal, 
because intrusive rocks of a granitic character have appear- 
ed subsequent to fossiliferous rocks, the base of these coal 
measures has thus been formed, and contemporaneously 
with the carboniferous deposites which repose on them, for 
the Chesterfield granite is a well-defined and beautiful por- 
pluyritic granite, with its red crystals of felspar, precisely 
resembling that of Shapfell, in England, and forms part 
of that extensive granite formation which looks at the At- 
jantic coast from the east flanks of the Blue Ridge, and 
which I have traced far into Alabama. 

Nor is that extraordinary coincidence in both hemispheres, 
in the state of the beds of the carboniferous limestone, to 
be overlooked. Some of them, teeming with the imbedded 
exuvie of animals; others conspicuous for the plates and | 
irregular masses of chert, resembling the fiint as it is seen | 
in the chalk beds of Europe; whilst both alternate with 
beds of compact limestone, of different degrees of crystal- 
lization, and nen-fossiliferous. Those who have seen the 
encrinital and other beds of the European carboniferous 
series, may see the same thing repeated in various parts of 
this country: in the western parts of the Siate of New | 
York; at the Helderbergh mountains; conspicuously in | 
‘Tennessee, in Kentucky, andthe State of Missouri. Here, | 
in some instances, the rocks appear to be composed entirely 
of organic retains, whilst others seem to have been de- 
posited so rapidly as to have given no time for their pro- 
duction. It is at this period, however, and amidst this 
profusion of calcareous matter, that such immense numbers | 
of testaceous animals of the same kinds have existed in both | 
hemispheres. * 


*In the carhoniferous limestones of Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, 
Hitinois, and Missouri, [ made very rich collections of fossils, many of 
which ars id il with European specimens; indeed, it is probable 
that mosi of the European genera wil) be found there. There are, 
howev-r, great numbers of species which differ from those found in 
Europe, some only slightly, whilst others again are quite new. My ! 
ieatific friend, Dr. Troost, professor of geology at the University of 
shville, and geologist to the State, has discovered some interesting 
sis, which, it is to be hoped, he will svon find leisure to describe. 
saw in his cabinet an asterias, found in the carboniferous limestone, 
aving five ra The fol- 

‘ , e fossils I brought 
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mut having lost the spines and epidermis 
w of a very long list of European cog 
States above 












ne 


rm mentioned : Orthocera, encrinites, producta, | 
I lagiostuma, natica, ampullaria, delphinula, euomphalus, 
u pentremites, trilobites, asaphus platycephalus, hamites, tere- 


hratula, bellerophon, nautilus, cardia, trochus, turbinolia, cyathophyl- 
lum, astrea, stromatapora, Calamopora, manon, eschara, with an in- 
numerable quantity of the zoophytes descrihed in Goldfuss. Although 
















these fu s are not identically the same with their equivalents in 
Europe, yet many of them are strictly so, and in all cases I would 
assert thé generic resemblances to be stronger than the specific differ 
ences. On this continent, where the carboniferous limestone extends 


uninterruptedly for more than one thousand miles, we find an equal 





amount of generic resemblances and spe lifferences, notwithstand 
ing that the causes which produced the beds were obviously cotem- 
poraneous and the same; and it is certain thatthe specific difference | 
between the most powerful species of living animals here, and those | 
in transatlantic countries, seems to be much greater than that which | 


prevails amongst the tussils of the two hemispheres 
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In examining the structure of the transition scries of 
rocks, we perceive that it partakes largely of a mixed cha- 
racter, both chemical and mechanical. Many cireumstan- 
ces, presenting themselves under various aspects in differ- 
ent and distant localities, point to a direct central origin 
for the limestone beds of the carboniferous limestone, and 
fur thoge siliceous solutions which have frequently changed 
the character of their fossils, and sometimes replaced the 
calcareous constituent throughout the whole beds; a fact 
observed by inyself in the State of Missouri, where certain 
oolitic beds of the carboniferous series—and which occur 
also near Bristol, in England—are entirely converted into 
siliceous matter. The presence of bituminous matter, too, 
in some of the fetid beds of this last series, would give 
strong support to the opinion that some coal beds may have 
been the result of outpourings of bituminous matter, and 
not of vegetuble decomposition. The fetid beds of the 
western part of the United States are in some places so 
impregnated with bitumen, that when the limestone rocks 
of the canal were blasted at the falls of the Ohio, the bita- 
men oozed from the rocks in such great quantities, that 
more than a gallon a day was collected by the workmen. 
I have myself drawn bitumen in considerable and unusual 
quantities from these rocks. 

One of the most remarkable geological features of this 
continent is the vast extent of the carboniferous limestone. 
I have traced its eastern border—conforming to the course 
of the other mineral formations east of the Mississip- 
pi—more than one thousand miles running to the west ot 
south, from the State of New York to the thirty-fifth de- 
gree of north latitade in the State of Alabama: the course 
is then changed, and lies to the north of west, leaving 
Little Rock, on the Arkansas, about thirty miles to the 
south, and disappearing between five and six hundred 
miles from the Rocky Mountains. This deposite extends, 
uninterruptedly, a geographical distance of at least 1,500 
miles from east to west, underlying portions of the States 
of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mis 
sourl, and the Territory of Arkansas, on that line. In 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, and Maryland, itis bound- 
ed by a line of which the Cumberland mountains form a 
part. In the plains through which the Mississippi flows, 
and which include the Illinois prairies, it sppears like a 
continuous floor, forming an almost unvarying flat ; for al- 
though the superficial level is irregular, that of the calca 
reous formation, lying beneath the arable soil, seldom seems 
to change its elevation materially. 

In other parts of the area covered by this deposite, there 
have been extensive denudations of the beds, whilst in 
some of the Western States broad table lands of it still re- 
main, and which are occasionally covered with sandstone, 
as is the extensive table, forty miles broad, of the Cumber- 
land mountains as far as the begining of the descent down 
to Sparta, where the sandstone contains indications of bit- 
uminous coal. From hence to Nashville, about eighty 
miles, the country descends over various beds of carbonit 
erous limestone: that which immediately succeeds to the 
above-mentioned sandstone has a marked oolitic structure, 
and is about two hundred feet thick. The beds are all 
horizontal, and many of them abound in organic re- 
mains,* whilst the chert in the seams takes an agatized 
form, with a chalcedonic botroidal appearance, such as I 
have seen in similar situations west of the Mississippi. 
The lowest point at which I had an opportunity of exam- 
ining this series of the carbonifercus limestone was at 
Nashville, on the Cumberland river. The town is (uilt 
on naked beds of horizontal limestone, some of which are 
loaded with fossils. The beds through which the river 


has cut its channel, and which appear in various parts of 


of the neighboring country, vary a good deal in their crys 





*Of which the pentremite, according to Dr, Troost, is the charac 


eristic Tossil 
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talline structure, and in their organic remains. The Cum- 
berland being unusually low, | had a favorable opportunity 
of examining some of the inferior beds, which were of a 


dark bluish gray color, having a structure between that of | 


primary and compact limestone. These rocks occasionally 
abound with nodules of siliceous matter, resembling chert, 
black outside, grayish within, which seems to have been 
infiltrated into cavities once containing organic matter. 
They are frequently covered with fucoidal strings, and nu- 
merous zoophytes, of which the characteristic marks are 
obliterated ; have rounded surfaces, from aqueous attrition, 
the caleareous matter having been rubbed away, and the 
cherty matter left in relief, as I have frequently observed 
on the rocks on the right bank of the Mississippi. Higher 


up in the formation, the beds contain cavities, in which or- | 


ganized bodies appear to have been imbedded, and many of 
vhich are now filled by interesting 


s 


accidental minerals. 
Their walls are generally lined with carbonate of lime, 
upon which beautiful crystals of strontian, of a fine sky 
blue color, with intermediate shades, sulphate of barytes, 
fluate of lime, fibrous and snowy gypsum, and sulphuret 
of zine in rare crystals upon brown spar, are often found : 
idental minerals are found in the horizontal 
carboniferous limestone in the State of New York, and in 
other localities. This limestone, when rubbed, smells 
faintly, like bituminous limestone, although it lies much 
beneath any indications of bitaminous coal which have 
been yet observed. In the banks of the amvorane, Dr. 
Troost pointed out to me aconglomerate bed of dead shells, 
where pairs of bi The organic re- 
mains of this bed are generally fractured, and often much 
comminuted. It lies between two strata of compact lime- 
stone, and in some plices is fifteen feet thick, whilst in 


others it thins off to one or two feet, and is often entirely 


the same a 





alves seldom occur. 


wanting. Above all these beds is a straium of coarse 

cranular limestone, covered almost entirely with strophom- 

ena rugosa, a well characterized fossil 

Harpeth ridge rises much above the level of Nashville, 
~rl 


1 


ce ‘ \ 
and is remarkable for conta ning becs O1 a gereelish ¢ I 


, 


derived from chloritic matter, as well as a bed of slaty clay, 


4 


very bituminous, with reniform ferruginous masses. An 


encrinital bed of limestone uv the top, alternating with 
covered with an argillaceous sandstone. ‘The 
whole structure of this ridge bears a strong resemblance to 
the country described in Lieutenant Colonel Long’s return 
from the Rocky Mountains.* I have recognised these beds 
in many distant parts of the country, and have frequently 
fallen in with the same stratum of bituminous shale.. But 
as the details of the geology of this part of ‘lennessee will 
be given to the public with great care by Dr. Troost, who 
omplete master of them, I shall proceed 
to give a sketch of the structure of this great deposite of 
carboniferous limestone, as it is exhibited in the descent of 
the Cumberland river from the falls to Nashville, a distance 


sandstone, Is 


‘ 
! 
has made himself 


the true 
relative position of the beds of this great formation to each 


of about three hundred miles. ‘This will show 


other, as the river, in its course, has opened them all up 
















» it yurce in 1 table lands, for a depth at 
lea 1,500 , to » Ci verland enters the Ohio. 
The tru p ge ino is « il beds of this group 
wil e here een, so that those who tal the trouble to 
! themselves masters of the distinct reral and fossil 
characters of each | d, and t] order of their succession to 
each other, can always form an accurate judgment whether 
iny parti ular district Is above or below the coal The 
upper part of the profile section now to b described, cor- 
responds in so many important particulars to those charac- 
teristic beds which, in Europe , frequel tly divide the coal 
measures from the carboniferous linestone, that I have not 

| 4 fl : | ! ; 


329 


nn 





[25th Cone. Ist Sess 


hesitated to recognise in it the equivalent of the formation 
called millstone grit and shale. 

The Cumberland at the falls, in Whitely county, Ken- 
tucky, has worn its way through a quartzose conglomerate, 
united by a siliceous and argillaceous cement, to the depth 
of at least five hundred feet, and continues to flow over it 
for some distance beyond the falls. Pursuing its way, it 
next cuts through a bed consisting principally of shale, 
about two hundred feet thick, in which are three horizontal 
good veins of bituminous cual, each from three and a half 
to four and a half feet thick. ‘I'he river runs on the bottom 
of this bed about three miles below the mouth of Laurel 
river. The banks of the river continue to expose the coal 
veins until seven miles below Rock Castle river; but here 
the Cumberland has cut into a bed of compact limestone, 
with an oolitic structure about three hundred feet thick : to 
this succeeds a serics of horizontal beds about two hundred 
feet thick, which, at the mouth of Big Indian creek, is ex- 
posed in the banks, together with a seam of bituminous 
shale, the equivalent of that at Harpeth ridge, and which 
is here twenty feet thick. At this place the river has cut 
into the inferior beds of limestone which are found at 
Nashville; these may be estimated at about three hundred 
feet thick down to the junction of the Cumberland with the 
Ohio. At Burkesville the river has worn its way about 
one hundred and fifty feet into this last series of beds \ 
perpendicular section of these rocks would appear thus 

Conglomerate of millstone grit, 500 





Shale, with coal veins, - 200 
3 ‘ ( Compact limestone, - - 300 
Carbonifer- ; e 
Nai } Horizontal beds, - - - 200 
ous iime- < 
oii \ Bituminaus shale, - . - 20 
s 1e. : “ 4 
\ Le wer series of beds, - - 300 


During my late tour I had occasion to examine the bitu 
al beds in various parts of the State of Illinois ; 


‘ 


minous ci 
i bluff, distant about seven miles east from the 


and in the 





city of St. J uLs, a fipe vein about eig! feet thicl Is Open 
ed for the consumption of the city. This bluff, which 
near one hundred feet high, is the termination of the level 
of the prairies of Hlinois to the west, and bounds a rich, 
swampy tract of land formed of black vegetable matter 


once overflowed 


called the American bott mm. 7 
The coal in the bluif « pposite St. Louis lics between 


; 2 <i 
by the waters of the Mississij pl—now 


ledges of limestone, in a perfectly flat seam, measuring 


about eight feet to the floor. From the stratum of compact 
limestone superincumbent on the coal, I obtained a fine 
productus and a terebratula; but in the slaty shale above 
the coal, which is loaded with sulphuret of iron, T could 
not obtain the slightest impression of « plant. It is the same 
with the coal on the western side of the Mississippi; nor 
that extensive carboniferous 


does any part of country 


present a basin like appearance, into which tree 





or plants 
id have been washed, or in which aquatic plants could 
Many who are led by practical 
ssign a subterranean origin to the extensive 
the 


( 
have adequately grown. 
observation to a 
, might, also, 


t ' 
floors of limestone on which coal repos 


probably indulge the idea that these coal s may have had 





a similar origin, fortified as it is by the existence of ty 
> ‘ . ’ 
minous matter in the beds of limestone, and | ! 
other considerations present to an observer. 
Cal ® biel > Ws 
Extensive as this immense field is, whe oe 
coal is found dé posited in so m vel it by no 
means repre sents the geologi a} under wt ch 
. . ' t ‘ ' 
bituminous cval is deposited in other parts of North 
+] 1 toar 
. « } V I 
+ esouth of St. ] I 2 Fand 
found a ’ i 
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America. 


In the granitic trough of Virginia, the coal 
lies amidst 


shales and loose sandstones of a micaceons 
character, the superincumbent shales affording fine speci 
mens of vegetable impressions. In the great bituminous 
coal measures of Western Pennsylvania, sepyrated from 
these last by the primary and easternmost chain of the 
Alleghany mountains,* the coal is found amidst similar 
but more indurated sandstones and shales, high up in 
the hills, which have been truncated and furrowed out 
mto valleys, so that the continuity of the veins is found 
without difficulty in distant isolated bills. 

It may also be insiructive to observe here that the east- 
ern coal-field of the Southern States, with which we are 
acquainted in Virginia and Alabama—in the former of 
which States it has already | 





vecome a source of great wealth. 
giving constant employment to locomotive power and ship- 
ping—may reasonably be inferred from some known partial 
indications to be continuous between those points. 


I can 
confidently assert, from personal inspection, tt 


a lat there is a 
very promising line of continuity between those extreme 
points; and that bituminous coal, of a very fine quality, 
may reasonably be expected to be found in situations where 
it does not crop out on the surface. As an evidence of the 


confidence which may be placed in geological indications, 


[ consider it important to mention, in a brief manner, a 


coal mining operation now conducting in Eugland—and 





which had just been commenced during a visit I paid that 


country in 1826—upon the sole ground of an entire con! 
dence placed in geological principles, and without any in- 
dication whatever of coal cropping out on tl ney 
shaft was sunk Sunderland, in 
the county of Durham, through a group of calcareous rocks 
which were supposed, from the immutabil 


are believed to preserve as to the 


ue sul 


face. 
+ 1 ’ x ‘ 
at Monkwearmouth, near 


’ 
. | \ 
ty whica 


order of sup 


i 
1 
each other, to overlie certain coal veins existi 


uous parts of the country. 
beneath the 


reached a 


ne in contig- 
Che shaft was sunk 344 feet 
surface before any coal was found; they then 


small seam « ialf inches in 


f one and a | thickness. 
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This occurred in 1831, after encountering incredible dif 
culties in stopping an influx of water that had frequently 
almost overpowered them. ‘They proceeded to a depth ot 
one thousand feet, when it became necessary to invest mo 
capital in pumps of greater capacity, and this without meet 
ing more coal. But the proprietors had confidence in ther 
operations, and, amidst the loudly expressed doubts of mai 
of their friends, persevered until, ata depth of 1,478 feet 
below the level of high-water mark, they reached a very 
valuable seam of fine coal, and are actually now carrying 
their shaft to a depth of one thousand eight hundred feet 
in order to reach a vein of coal long worked in other situa 
tions, and which they are confident will be found within 
that depth. This vein, when reached, will repay all the 
outlay of capital, and become a source of great wealth. 

In whatever manner I have been able to regard the « 
boniferous series of rocks in the United States, howe 
dissimilar the mineral structure of its beds and its leve 
may occasionally be, yet I have not been able to resist | 
impression, and could demonstrate, if this were the proj 
occasion to do so, that the general structure of the series 
a fair equivale.:t of that in Europe, and has probably be: 
produced by the same causes. 

The next rocks in the geological series are those w 
lie immediately above the coal measures, and belor 
common consent, to the secondary. 














This division includes 


a very important number of beds which have never be 
found iggthe United States; we may possess the equi 
lents of some of them, suca as the muschelkalk of the G 
mans, an! the red Jands of Devohshire: further Investig 
tions will probably determine that point; but the geolog 
cal investigations, which have been made east of the M 
sissippi, have scarcely left us any ground to expect that 
any of the members of what is called ‘* the oolite forma 
tion,” from beneath the purbeck beds to the lias inclusis 
will ever be found on this side of that river. Perhaps t! 
cannot be asserted with equal troth of that group of 1 
which lies between the coal measures and the lias. ‘I 
group, usually characterized by the formation called n¢ 
red sandstone, has been always considered an import 
depositury of gypsum, as well as the source from wl 
salt brines have been derived in many parts of the e: 
hemisphere. ‘Ihe brines of this country are derived f 
so many sources, that this group is by ‘no means 
to be considered their sule geological depository tn the | 
ted States. ‘The mineral waters of Saratoga, in the Stat 
of New York, and other mineral waters ol:tained at Alba 
in that Stat » are very stronaly impregnated with 1 
of soda, containing upwards of sixty parts of that mint 
ond these waters rise through the lower slates which rey 
upon the primitive rocks. The ealt wells of Kiskimineta 
in the State of Pennsylvania, are fed from beneath the « 
boniferous limestone. I have been furnished with bori 
fected in that part of the country, which have been ext 
ed te about seven handred feet, and have pass | 
important veins of bituminous coal. ‘These borings ga 
the following vertical section : 
Feet F 
Sandstone - - - 20 hs Isto ed 
Coal - - at a ) Coal ft 
neston - - } Limestone ( 
sand - 120 Saliferous rock res 
Coal - as. Ato Ing on limestone On 
Limestone - - - 3 
Sandstone. - - 88 69 
Coal - + ~ 2 
The floor of the valley where the remarkable salt sy 
come up, near Abingdon, in Washington county, Virginia, 
is transit li The brine is so strong that it « 
kes twenty -f Hons of w&ter to make one bushel, 
fifiy pounds of pure salt; great quantities of sulphate of fi 
me up with the brine. This locality, whether in 
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tion to its valuable deposites of gypsum, the powerful flow when considered in connexion with their geological posi- 


of the brine, its unlimited quantity, or the structure of the 
superficial bed=, is more interesting than any one of its 
class which I have ever seen. I could name other locali- 
ties resembling these. On the other hand, the salt wells 
of Salina are fed from a deposite of a marly character, which 
vecasionally has a strong resemblance to some members of 
the new red sandstone group of Europe. This great branch 
of geology has hitherto received very little attention in this 
country. 

ofr the super ir portion of the second iv rocks, we pos- 
sess some important members. ‘The upper beds of the 
chalk group have not yet been seen in North America, at 
least not with the sa 





mineralogical character, nor with 
seams and nodules of flint similarly disposed; but many of 
its inferior beds are found in a very irregular and ancient 
littoral line from about 40° north latitude, in New Jersey — 
ind perhaps about 41° 20’, underlying the tertiary beds of 
viartha’s Vineyard—to the thirty-second degree of north 
latitude, in Alabama course thence 
towards the northwest, it reappears on the west side of the 
lennessee river, at about 35° 40’, and by intermediate 
points IT have traced it to 33° 45’ in Arkansas. Further 
west it is seen near the Kiamesha, and at various points up 
the False Washita, to the eastern limit of the sandstones 
which are found on the eastern slope of the Rocky Moun- 
tains; thence it deflects to the north, and runs up to the 


Pursuing a sinous 


Black hills, which, compelling its course east of north, it 
crosses the Missouri north of the forty-third degree, and 
probably terminates south of the Mandan country, between 
the Black hills and the highlands of Coteau de Prairie. In- 
dications of this ancient shore, which appears to have had 
fer its limit that water level of the sea which de- 
posited the lower chalk beds, will, no doubt, be hereafter 
discovered up many of the rivers of this continent.* 
Within it are contained both the lower beds of the chalk 


general 


group and the representatives of the tertiary group which 


have 


received so much attention in Europe. 
e From the examinations I State of 
nd given me of 
r fresh water through the eale ireous deposites toa 
| hundred well as from the general 
nding of the eastern slopes of the Atlantic primary chuin, 
! consider it as most probable that they all lie upon the 
mary floor, which the ocean, and 
hows itself at the falls of all the principal streams. 

‘he subcretaceous beds in Alabama extend 


1 miles south from Pickens county, and appear to 


in the 


were 


made when 


Alabama, : from the details which 


five feet, as 





extends to which 


about one 
h midlrec 


} 
e ina 
be pouUundeé 


d by an irregular line running southeast by east 
e falls Above this line, to the north, 
the bitaminous coal comes in, lying, like that of Virginia 

rhe tertiary strata are found south 
area, 


to t} 


on the Coosa. 





on the primary rocks. 


of the subcretaceous The Alabama river, with its 


tributaries, the Tombecbee, the Black Warrior, and the 
Cahawba, cuts through these beds. At Prairie Bloff the 
bama has laid open rich deposites of the subcretaceous 





s'rata, from whence I brought 
te lla, 


ammonites, baculties, turri- 


sealuria, gryphwa convexa, exogyr 





and 
Further 
at Fort Claiborne has cut through 


a costata, 


numer ’ these beds. + 


1us other fo sils belongl iz 
to the south the river 
the tertiary strata 

If the mineral character of these beds, from their occa- 


sional dissimilar appearance, could rai inv doubts as to 
eir equivalency, the decided character of their fossils 
The agreement of the fos- 


n the State 


would ce 


rtainly remove them. 


sils found in some of the beds 


of New Jersey 


with those of the green sand and associate beds in Europe, 


* 1 picked V t val ves of gryphea costata 16 banks of 
16 UN ing the last § MMe 
+™M i a8 } ally exa Ala i 3 With his 
l ’ 
iiie fossils of es is ha i i y he t i 


| 


tion, can leave no doubt in the mind of an experienced 
geologist, of the first being true equivalents of the last, and 
this was announced several years ago. * 

The tertiary strata approaching the top of the geological 
series, and coming so near to the present order of nature, 
we may reasonably expect the fossil remains contained in 
them to be more or less specifically allied to existing shells 

‘his has been shown toe be extensively the case in Europe, 
by Mr. Lvellt and other writers. ‘I'hat eminent geologist 
has divided those st ita into periods characterized by the 
proportion of fecent and extinct shells found in the same 
beds. It has resulted from this manner of investigating 
the subject, that, in the beds nearest the existing order of 
nature, shells now living are found mixed in the greatest 
proportions with those which are extinct; and that in the 
lowest beds of the tertiary strata the proportions are nearly 
inverted, showing a systematic progression of species, con 
forming in this to the progression of organic nature in the 
older geological formations. The tertiary deposites of the 
Atlantic States are very numerous, and extend far to the 
South. Wherever I have found the subcretaceous beds, | 
have found some of the strata of the tertiary. I found the 
beds of Mr. Lyell’s Eocene period in various parts of the 
Territory of Arkansas; and in the very great number of ter 
tiary beds which I have seen betwixt the Delaware river'and 
that Territory, I am disposed to believe the equivalents of 
Mr. Lyeil’s periods may all be found. From some of these 

I have col numbers of living species 
which yet partially retain a fine color. ‘The Choptank river, 
in Talbot county, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland; 
counties of 





' | 
localities lected great , 


the 


‘ ‘ aT ’ r 
Prince George, Charles, and St. Mary’s, in 


Maryland; the counties of Hanover, York, and especially 
of Prince George, in Virginia, present admirable localitie 

for ho are disposed to 
these beds: indeed, all the = 


those w examine the relative age oj 


uthern States, and censpicu- 
ously that of Alabama, present an extraordinary field for in- 
quiries of this nature, the tertiary strata covering a prodigi- 
ous area towards the Atlantic. In Prince George, Virginia, 
the tertiary strata will probably be found to rest upon the 

| 


subcretaceous beds; and it Is Inieresting to geologists to note, 


that the bituminous coal beds of Chesterfield county, which 














rest upon porphyitie granite, are the limit of these calca 
reous strata, just as the bituminuus coal of Alabama is the 
limit of the subcretaceous beds in that State 
* Dr. Mor i hi Sy 8, state 1 ir. Vanuxem 
i s 1 logy | Ww t 3 pos 
8 k forma {I I Thes f 1 firs 
ew tl {f geal ts t true positie i eds in 
New Jers } i able é i 1. Where they 
have s é en f 
} ’ 
S a 
I in ruiary 
a t hil} } he 
f Ja - r, 
ain Wilh St} 
lossils at Fort 
rs hede 
= ni i 
wd asione I 
Sand I 
. f this 
’ f it 
k 
Mr 
’ s f 
s 1 sad 5 tT 
to a 4 Ja S t ( I y If 
the equ al s of Mr. Lyeli’s 1 ‘ l 
riched s y e tos 1 
oyster appeared to be tl araiawiie real f 
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But these beds not only contain proportional mixtures of 
living and extinct shells; species are found in them which 
are found in beds of the same age in Europe, of which, I 
have nv doubt, the labors of Mr. Conrad, and other geolo- 
gists engaged with the subject, will soon produce important 
lists. This might be expected from the close generic allin- 
ities of the fossils of both hemispheres. * 

Having had personal opportunities of examining the 
beds of which I have been speaking, in the States of New 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Alabama, and 
Arkansas, besides having seen the characteristic fossils of 
the subcretaceous beds from Tennessee, and from localities 


| 
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few exceptions, all conyerted into flint or chert, but, in 
some instances, the beds were principally made up ot 


| continuous plates of siliceous matter, afier the manner of 


the chalk flint in Europe. I subsequently found this to be 
very much the case in the State of Missouri, and in the vi- 
cinity of Herculaneum some of the calcareous beds consist 


| ed of about two-thirds of their bulk of silex. 


several hundred miles up Red river, beyond the limits of 


my late tour, I cannot but consider them, together with 
their fossil contents, as establishing a most satisfactory 
agreement between these portions of the geological series 
in Europe and America; and when we add to the list the 
lignites, and the equivalent quadrupedal and Saurian re- 
mains found in both countries, it may be asserted that 
there is no important discordance between the marine and 
fossil remains of their contemporaneous periods; for time 
will probably diminish the list of non-equivalents on both 
sides. Within a very short period, the eurypterus, a re- 
markable fossil crustaceous animal, discovered some years 
ago in the United States, and then entirely unknown in 
Europe, has been discovered there. 

It would be inconsistent upon this occasion to enter upon 
all those details requisite to bear me out completely in what 
I have advanced of the agreement of the European and 
American rocks, and which I must defer to more appropri- 
ate occasions. ‘That opinion was communicated by me, as 
far back as the year 1828, to the Geological Society of 
London. To those who are interested in geological re 
sults, without having studied the science, it will be still 
more satisfactory to know that this constant succession in 
the order of rocks, in respect of their superposition to each 
other, is invariable, as much so as that of the order in 
which the letters of the alphabet stand to each other; so 
that this result, which it was my intention to show in en- 
tering upon this sketch of the principles of geology, will be 
apparent to them; that the study of the structure of this 
globe is not that of an inchoate mass, the parts of which 
were thrown together at random, but that all the parts of 
the globe which have been geologically examined, have 
contributed in turns to establish the now generally-received 
truth, that the crust of the earth contains a series of rocks 
that have come into existence in regular succession to each 
other after a particular and apparent design, and that all the 
principles of the science, as they are established in one 
country, can be successfully applied in every other coun- 
try, for the promotion of human industry and prosperity. 

I now proceed to the results of my late tour. 

I was well acquainted, by reputation, with the lead de- 
posites in the State of Missouri, though I had not, as it 
turned out, any accurate idea of the geological structure of 
the country. It was important for me to examine them, 
us they were situated amidst the public lands; and the 
southern part of the State of Missouri being conterminous 
with the Territory of Arkansas, where my instructions led 
me, I directed my course to the northern foot of the high- 
Jands which extend to the Missouri river, and which lie 
between it and Red river, with the 
down them from 38° 30’ 
slope at 34° north latitude. In passing through the States 
of Tennessee, Kentucky, and Indiana, I had observed an 
unusual disposition in numerous beds of carboniferous 
limestone (some of which, in the two first States, contain 
sulphuret of lead, encased in compact sulphate of barytes) 


o 


intention 
north latitude, ¢ 


of passing 


o their southern 


to pass into siliceous matter not only were the fossils, with 


in his Syn npiled by Mr 
ean and Amer- 
r species 


i living shell 





| to the lead districts. 


| changed here. 


| stone uniformly underlying it in the ravines. 


This siliceous character in the rocks disappears to the 
north, and is not seen on the Missouri river. ‘The lime- 
stone beds which I examined on the banks of this last river, 
and in adjacent situations, were either compact or argills 
ceous. Being desirous of re-examining the beds which 
the Mississippi has cut through east of the mining district 
in the State of Missouri, I recrossed the country to the 
Mississippi, and in the vicinity of Herculaneum found a 
great part of the calcareous beds contained about two-thirds 
of their bulk of silex. A little south of this last place, and 
about one mile north of the Plattin creek, the Mississippi 
being very low, I observed a change in the rocks. A bed 
of quartzuse sandstone, which can only be observed at that 
stage of the water, and which is covered by a slight rise of 
the river, jutted out into the Mississippi. For some dis- 
tance it had a loose granular texture, consisting of quariz 
ose grains held together without cement. In some situa- 
tions it crumbled between the fingers into sand, but in 
others it was sufficiently indurated to make a strong rock, 
The beds run into the bluff above it, which is a fetid lime- 
stone, of a sandy character, and contains sulphate of bar 

tes. This was the first indication I found of an approach 
The character of the limestone beds, 
as they are seen nearer to Herculaneum, is altogether 
Instead of compact limestone, with regular 
seams and blotches of cherty matter, I had suddenly come 
upon an extensive deposite of siliceous matter, without any 
lime, and which covered the lower limestone beds, and 
with calcareous beds superimposed on it, extremely sili- 
ceous. In neither of these deposites did I ever find any 
organic remains. South of these beds the banks of the 
Mississippi are low, and a valley intervenes, the disappeat 
ance of the solid contents of which is rendered less difficult 
to account for, by the want of tenacity in the rocks. From 
this point I again ascended the country in a direct west 
course, and soon got upon the extensive open barrens, with 
their straggling trees, which form the table land of that 
country, and which are constituted by the calcareo-siliceous 
fetid beds I had examined on the banks of the Mississippi, 
and which repose there also on the granular sandstone, as 
1 had frequent occasions of discovering in the ravines and 
denuded depressions of the country. In one of these 
slopes, which was well uncovered by a perennial spring of 
some power, I saw lithographic stone, of a very good qual- 
ity, lying amongst some thin beds of limestone. Pursuing 
a southwest course, I found the country broken and rolling, 
the heights principally constituted of sandstone, with lime- 
As I ad 
vanced, I found the mineral character of the country less 
simple, the rocks very much diversified with accidental 
minerals, and every thing announcing a metalliferous dis- 
trict. I became now desirous of finding some natural sec 
tions that would assist in explaining the phenomena around 
me, but I could find none, and could hear of none, so that 
it became necessary for me to examine the localities where 


mining operations were conducted, in order, by an exami 


| 


| 


nation of the subterranean arrangement of the metallic beds, 
to form some estimate of their direction and extension to- 
wards those parts of the country where the public lands 
lay. I aceordingly visited the most ancient ‘* diggings’ 
which had been partially carried on ever since the French 
had had possession of the country, but I found that the 
irregular manner in which those diggings had been con- 
ducted almost baffled every attempt at systematic investi- 
gation, The sulphuret of lead, or ‘* mineral,” as it is 
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called in the lead country, has been, in certain localities, 
at all times found in fragments near the surface of the 
ground, from the size of a pin’s head, in which it can be 
picked up in great quantities where the rain has washed 
ihe soil, to masses weighing several hundred pounds. 
Sometimes pieces of an intervening size are found, which 
have been affected by attrition; but, more frequently, the 
‘‘mineral’ preserves its angles very fresh, as it might be 
expected to do from its brittle cubic structure. Various 
opinions have been entertained of the cause of so singular 
a distribution of this mineral substance in loose pieces, and 
occasionally in such great quantities, near the surface of 
the earth-—a circuinstance which has occasioned the whole 
adjacent country where the mineral has been found, to be 
excavated into pits from six to twenty feet deep, so that in 
the localities of such districts it would be impossible to 
drive any carriage by daylight, and impracticable to ride 
securely on horseback by night. The disorder in which 
the country bas been thus thrown, is entirely owing to ig- 
norance of the geological structure of the country, and the 
commonest principles of mining, and is much to be regret- 
ted, as it will greatly embarrass future efforts, in those lo- 
calities, at systematic mining. It would be superfluous to 
enter into any mineralogical detail of those diggings, or to 
render a very particular account of any of them, since no- 
thing can be more rude than the attempts at collecting ore 
which they exhibit. In particular localities immense quan- 
tities of sulphate of barytes, or ‘*tiff,’’ as it is named, 
masses of quartz rock, cellular, and occasionally coated with 
mammillary crystals of great brilliancy, and, in other in- 
stances, a profusion of dark red clay, are thrown out of the 
diggings, together with the mineral. 

It was at Mine la Motte I first received satisfactory evi- 
dence that the broken up mineral I had seen in the dig- 
gings had been occasioned by an accidental derangement 
of the regular structure of metallic veins, and to which I 
had always attributed these appearances. 

The country around presents an extensive table land, 
almost denuded of timber, through which a few slight 
streams run, which are used to wash the soil taken out of 
the shallow diggings. ‘The whole surface is cut out into 
pits of various sizes, from four feet diameter to some ex- 
ceeding twenty feet square, with an equivalent depth. 
[hese larger areas have been the result of a discovery 
gradually made, that the loose fragments near the surface, 





which were formerly the sole object of the diggings, were 

mnected with mineral imbedded in the solid rock. 
Hence, large areas have been opened, without much rela- 
tion to method, sometimes to the extent of 


gunpowder is employed to blast the 
1 


half an acre, 
metalliferous rock ; 
50 that mining in this particular district is become precise- 


ly what quarrying is every where else. ‘The history of 
1 





these « 


lead is often found, is as follows: The streams washing 
through the superticial gravels sometime disclose valuable 
deposites of the ore. Adventurers follow up these indica- 
tions wherever found, and commence their diggings ; when 
they reach a depth of twelve or fifteen feet, or as soon as 
it becomes inconvenient to throw out the e« arth, or hoist 


out the mineral, a new digging is commenced, and again 


abandoned for a new excavation. Frequently the su- 
perficial soil for about a foot will be red earth, mixed 
with mammillary quartz, called here ‘* mineral blos- 
som,” and petro-siliceous stones ; a deposite of red clay of 


a few feet is then generally found, resting upon a bed of 


gravel and flinty pebbles, in which the lumps and frag- 
8, including extremely small pleces of ore, are found. 
of this } 


ment 
Do 
- ' 


mechanical arrangement, from any gravel deposites I have 


seen, especially the gravel deposites of gold in the South- 
ern States, and which are, without exception, the detritus 


vt rocks brought into these superficial beds by aqueous 


liggings, and the manner in which the sulphuret of 


ind do not differ, in any particular of 
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Beneath these free 
formation of the 


transportation. 


deposites lies the real 
metallic 


country, consisting of the fetid 
calcareo-siliceous rock before deseribed, frequently so much 
decomposed as 1o admit of being shovelled out, and trav- 
ersed by horizontal brands of bright gal na, oO! sulphuret 
of lead, sometimes one 
thick. ; 
inated in the rock, although always confined in a vein or 
bandlike breadth, of different dimensions. Where the ore 
is much disseminated, and the rock is speckled with me- 
tallic particles for a great breadth, the ore is usually less 
productive, yielding about forty or fifty per cent. of lead, 
when the compact mineral in other situations yields sixty- 
five per cent. Upon such occasions it appears to contain 
an excess of sulphur. In 





inch thick, 





and frequently a foot 
In other situations, the ore is very much dissem- 


some instances, I observed 
broad veins with a considerable dip, but generally the 
bands of ore were nearly horizontal. ‘This locality appears 
to furnish a full explanation of the singular manner in 
which the ore and the sulphate of barytes, in which it is 
ofien sheathed, have come ito that free : 


tion in which they are found in the 


nd broken situa- 
superficial deposites. 
I observed veins at the top of the metalliferous formation, 
and beneath the superficial deposites, in 
across, and twenty 
of various 


quaries hity jeet 


feet deep, containing fragments of ore 


ght and sharp, with the vein, as well 
I h which it pas 





izes, br 
as that part of the rock through 
shattered and dislocated, the back 
in numerous places, and the 
marks of 

rent into sometimes its horizontal sheet was 
broken up, and parts of the bright ore, ten inches wide, 
left standing on their edges, some in one directi>n, some 
in another, and the remainder left flat in its old place. In 
some places the phenomena resemble those presented in 
the chalk cliffs near the Isle of Wight, in 
the beds are upset, and the seams and.nodules of flint 
shivered. This is not the case, however, with all the 
In various quarries at Mine la Motte, especially 
those which go by the name of Mine la Prairie, where 
more than half an acre of ground has been uncovered to a 
depth of twenty feet, the sfilphuret rf 


ed, much 
of the vein being broken 
contents exhibiting strong 


sudden violence. 


Sometimes the galena was 
shivers, 





Yngland, where 


veins. 


lead is not only seen 





running horizontally in hard compact veins in the calcareo- 
siliceous rock, but is sometimes disseminated for a great 
extent, in specks through the rock, affording to the eye 
sufficient proof that the stony and metallic matter was de- 
posite lat the same time; for if either of n were ab- 


stracted, no prineipl 


maining mineral: 


of adhesion would be Jeft for the re- 
ceasiunally the rock changes its char 











acter, becoming either calcareous or siliceous alt gether, 
and, indeed, the structure diflers so much as to be some- 
times hard, sumetimes soft, sometimes granular, some 
times compact. Sometimes a bed of sandstone, three feet 
thick, will lie upon a seam of bright mineral six inches or 
a foot thick, th ugh more generally is much thinne r, 
and lies in a fiat plate. I have, however, seen it in veins 
of two feet thick. The deepest digging or quarrying I ob- 
served at this place did not exceed twenty-five fect; they 
had not yet begun a regular system of sinking shafts i 
cutting out drifts, but no doubt this will soon be « 

both the public and private lands arvund the whok 

of Mine la Motte are, in my estimation, underlaid by rich 
veins of galena, that descend very deep towards the cen- 
tral parts of the earth. The superficial indica s of this 
mineral are uperting. 

On the approach to a mineral nu s | li- 
ties present a confused, but cistit ther unvarying 
character of crystallization Imperfect 1oduls yf siliceous 
matter, masses of mammillary quartz, the crystals of which 
are often superinduced upon chalcedonized concentric lay- 
ers with an agate structure, indications of sulphate of ba- 
rytes, with small fragments of sulphuret of lead in the 
rain furrows, betray the metalliferous rocks: these are the 
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situations which are chosen to commence new diggings 
in, and with invariable success as far as respects the find- 
ing ore. But from some works which have been recently 
constructed, and which I had an excellent opportunity of 
examining, [ am confident a thorough reform in the whole 
systein of mining in that interesting country is about to 
take place, and that it will henceforward be conducted upon 
acknowledged principles, consistent with the true nature 
of metalliferous 
of the mine 


administration 
ible them to contribute power- 
fully to the n tional resources. 


veins, and that economical 
s which will en 


These works, which, when I visited them, belonged to 
Messrs. 'Taplit & Perry, are distant four or five miles from 
Va'lee’s mines, and about twenty-five miles from the point 





aa ; 
where I observed the quartzose sandstone jut out into the 


Mississippi. ‘They are situated in a small valley at the 





foot of a ridge of caleareo-siliceous hills, and abound in the 
external indications I have before described. ‘The pro- 
prietors, disregarding the superficial ores, and confiding in 


the metalliferous nature of the rock formation, had boldly 
sunk a shaft in imitation of some practical 
E ya] in 1, on the other side of the hill, 
warded with the most 


shaft, they had come, at 
? 


miners from 





perfe ct success. 
T 


andom, at a de; 





fect dee p through dec 


omposing calcareo-siliceous rock upon 
a vein of sulpheuret of lead 


wn, had reached 
another horizontal vein upwards of one foot thick, and 
throwing out from it numerous 
threads, into all of which they 
mineral was suff 


, and, going d 


subordin veins and 





had cut drifts, wherever the 





iciently abundant. They had sunk this 
shaft to a depth of about one hundred and ten feet, 


I was the e, 


when 
ringly let me down into it, and 





and very ol 
pave me every aid and facility in examinit heir kes 
pave me evs a and rcliity in examining their works, 
which enabled me to ob 
these metalliferous rocks, and to forma 


of the ae ologic 


rve the very curious structure of 


satisfactory opinion 


il structure of all this 


remarkal ‘ountry 


In pursuing the 


main horizontal vein, I came, in suc- 


cession, to a great number of cavities or pockets—analo- 
gous to those of some parts of the gold 1 yin Virginia— 
in the caleareo- siliceous rock, of various sizes Some of 


these caves, as they are there called, are not more than 
four or five feet across, whilst others are much more ex 
I examined one whic 





was about forty feet from 
' 


tup to bottom, and about thirty-five feet in diame 


untform horizontality of the veins would keey 





( 
had an opportunity of examining what they 
called the main channel, which proved to be an almost 


1 with compact 





eighteen inches broad. I found the conrse of this lode to 
E. and S. S. W., wi 


about 18°; and upon 


an inclination of 





xamining it further, and reviewing 





; ’ g 
what I had seen before, I had no longer any difficulty in 
understanding that these horizontal veins, and their sub- 
ordinate ones, were lateral jets from the main lode, after 
the at Mr. McCulloch has described the 








struc horizontal injections of trap rock into 
sand } tternish, in Scotland.* Having made 
t observations upon the Nre ” ft se vein I 
( imenced an ¢ ration of thet tructure more in de 
tail, and found were all what is ¢ j yme of 
th x districts of England wef ey r with 
out exception, enca not in Iphat ytes, but in 
pure bright red argillaceous ulter, quite wet below, and 
cutting with a bright waxy fa “his red clay accom- 
panies the galena wherever it goes, alwa including it as 
in a sheath, and carrying along with it sometimes nodules 
of quartz, and of iron, zinc, and galena, which last com- 


poun | is c 


the pockets cavities was filled with this red iv, even 


led by the miners dry bones. Every one of 
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the large one I mentioned; but at the bottom of each of them 
was a thick bright plate sulphuret of lead, that seemed to 
have sunk to the bottom bv its specific gravity. All these 
circumstances seem to point to a projection of this metallic 
and mineral matter from below.* At these mines, when 
circumstances are favorable, they can raise and bring to the 
surface, as I was informed, five thousand pounds of the 
mineral a day—a quantity that could be easily quadrupled 
if the demand for the metal justified it. This sulphuret 
yields sixty-five per cent. pnre lead of commerce. [| had 
oceasion to observe, in numerous instances, that the min 
eral indications on the public lands were quite as encour 
aging as at the established mines ; but this mineral of lead, 
to judge from obvious appearances, exists in such incon 
ceivable profusion in the metalliferous region of the south 
of Missouri and the north of Arkansas, that, like the iron 
of which I am about to speak, it may be relied on fo: 
countless ages as a source of national wealth, and an in 
terminable supply of the most useful metals. 

Having completed my examinations of the lead mines, | 
pursued a southerly course, with the intention of visitir 
the district of primitive rocks, as it had been described to 
me, which lies on about the same parallel with the head 
of the Merrimack river. Ata considerable distance I per 
ceived very lofty hills of a different aspect from any I had 
yet crossed, and having an abrupt and stony ascent. T'! 
rocks upon the slope of the chain are for a considerable'di 
tance denuded, and present a well defined syentie Ihe 
chain at a distance appears to run N. E. and 8. W., but 


upon crossing it, and examining it inside, it deflected into 
’ 





a crateri-form, reminding me, in some of its features, o 


some ancient volcanoes I had seen. In various portions of 


this district I found varieties of 
with some horizontal rocks entirely quartzose, and con- 
I pon one loftv hill of syenite I foun 


extremely and 


greenstone, alternating 


taining no lime 
im nense breadths of this siliceous rock, 
ponderously impregnated with iron; and ata distance ot 
about a mile from this, the iron increasing in quantity in 
the intermediate distance, [ came upon one of the rarest 
natural metallic spectacles I have ever seen. Upon 1 
mound sparingly covered with trees, I observed a veinlike 
mass of submagnetic iron, and having a bright metal! 
fracture, of a steel gray color. ‘This vein was about on 
hundred and fifty feet ‘above the surface of the a ljace 

plain, and at the surface had the appearance of bein 
hly paved with black pebbles of iron, from one to 
twenty pounds weight; beneath the surface it appeared to 


roug 
be a solid mass. J measured the vein from east to west 
full five hundred feet, and T traced it north and south one 
thousand nine hundred feet, until it was covered with the 
superficial soil Unusual as is the magnitude of the 
superficial cublic contents of this vein, yet it must be in- 
significant to the subterranean quantity. T'bis extraordi- 
nary phenomenon filled me with admiration. Here was a 
single locality of iron offering all the resources of Sweden, 
and of which it was impossible to estimate the value by 
any other terms than those adequate to all a nation’s wants. t 
Upon a more minute investigation of the country, I fou 
r similar metallic beds, though not of an equal extent, 


iil upon the public lands. 








syenitic chain comes up through the calcareo-sili 
is of the country, extends for several mi 


s sepurated from ail other intrusive rocks, as far as m\ 


investigations permitted me to observe: some parts of It 


are traversed by veins of trap, none, which came under my 


| observation, exceedin ra breadth of two inches. At pre 


sent, Lam disposed to believe that it is an independent 


* During the eruption off Sicily, in 1832, when the volcan 
was formed, the agitated ean was tilled fur several weeks 

t It yields-about sixty-five per cent. of fine iron, but is foun 

id easily, which | auribute to an excess of sulphur 
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mass of intrusive matter, which has been erupted in the | 
most remote periods, and I leave it to future philosophical | 
observers to decide whether it is cotemporaneous with the 
injection of the metallic veins which I have deseribed. It 
is highly probable that the shattered veins which have been 
before spoken of, and their parts left in different positions 
on their ¢€ 
terior to their origin. 


} 
} 
| 
} 








The proximate causes do not require 
to be looked for at a great distance ; the neighboring intrusive 
masses of syenite announce subterranean operations of great 
maguitude to have been at some period at work, and we 
have evidence that the adjacent country is occasionally sub- 
jected to véleanic action, pethaps attended with electric 
power of great extent, from the violent concussions to 
which it was subjected in 1812, when New Madrid and its 


vicinity, and il 





neighboring country to a considerable dis- 
tance, were so agitaied. | 


Jpon that occasion, extensive 
tricts were raised and depressed, old Jakes were choked 
up, and new ones formed. New Madrid is not one hun- 
dred miles from these shattered veins : the influence of the 
earthquake of 1812 was felt in their vicinity ; and we can 
easily conceive of an electric force passing through these 
velns at some other period, and bringing them into the dis- 
rupted situation in which we now find them. 

As | advanced to the south, the country bore the appear- 
ince of being still more pregnant with metallic matter; it 
became very hilly, the elevations at various points exceed- 
ing perhaps two thousand feet from the level of the sea. 
It was a succession of Jofty hills and deep glens, of an arid, 
petro-siliceous character. Nothing was to be seen but no- 
dules of flint and hornstone, masses of mammillary quartz 
and siliceous gravels, with not unfrequent traces of copper. 
Qluartzose and siliceous matter seemed to have universal 
duminion; and so incoherent and anomalous were the 
inineral appearances occasionally, that if I had not traced 
the formations from the Mississippi, and kept a steady eye 


) them, it would have been impossible for me to suspect 





T } t , 
I was walking over ihe equivalents of the carbonifer- 


Y et this 


: bss } ’ 
juto soine of the ces p gle 


was the fact; for, on descending 
where there was a prospect of 
nding the rocks denuded, it often occurred to me to find 


egularly stratified beds of limestone and quartzose sand- 





tone underlying amorphous masses of petro-siliceous mat- 
whilst maimmillary quartz, nodules of opaque flint in 
concentric circles, and compact sulphate of barytes, were 
wed around, with fragments of sulphuret of lead pro- 
ely lying about where furrows had been made | 


nD I crossed some lofty hills of massive dark reddish 


fu 


n one, ly il 


s in a course about southwest from the 
eyenitic chain. On the flanks of some of those hills I 


bmagnetic iron, and 


se, which the hunters cal 





ud other extensive deposites of 


nang 





also is not uncommonly met with; and 


. . ¥ 
nothing 1s nore gene ral, espe cially in the fluviatil aeposites 





near the streams, than profuse quantities of bog-ore an 
red oxide of iron ‘} iS 3S esp cially the case with 
posites of the river ©t. Francis and its tributarie 
t would but to re pe at these ine iden Ss, to ce tail, In a 
inute inanner, mv | gress to White river, in the ‘Terri 
ry of Aikansas. The country presents 2 continual change 
of level, a never-ending succession of hills and valleys. 


1 . V +} ' ' 
I iom afremarka le eminence in Wayne, the must southern 


t ‘ 1 | ey 

county in the State of Missouri, 1 enjoyed a singulaily 

plendid view; uumerous lolty ridges were seen running 
1 1 1 4} hk 

parallel to each other to the nort! and northwest. i hat 


upon which I stood, coujd not fall far short of three thou- 
iid feet from the level of the océan, was not more than 
one hundred feet broad, and had a semicircular form, which 





im} arted a crater-ilke appearance t the aecep and g@ioo 


ri —_ 
glen beneath. ‘his was as savage as the wilu 


ry 
nature 
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could make it, and possessed a fearful, yet attractive char 





acter. The exient | undeur of the vies silence 
and solitude of the scene, were in pressive ds were 


present, and it was uninhabited by wild beasts, for the 

country was of such an arid, siliceous nature, that there 

was neither water nor herbage, both necessary to the small- 

er animals, which ure the immediate motives that lead the 

rapac luus ones to | rowl about. 
‘ 


The summits of all these ridges have the petro siliceous 





character before described, and alcereous beds are very 


commonly found in th WINES 5 


oc casionally, howeve r, 


some of the regular beds are quartzose ; and upon one oc- 


casion I found the oolitic beds of the carboniferous lime 
stone, which I had recognised in the Cumberland mountain 
near Sparta, in ‘Tennessee, and subsequently in Ken 
tucky, entirely silicified, with the ovula unimpaired by the 
change—a fact in geology as important as it is rare, since 


it shows the influence which siliceous solutions have had at 
soine remote period, not only upon organic remains, but 
upon the calcareous rocks 1 which they are imbedded. 


From the preceding geological circumstance: 
| lelism of these 





s of the pa al- 
petro-siliceous ridges, and the almost uni 
form presentation of the csleareous beds in the valleys, I 
am led to class these valleys amongst those which have been 
called valleys of denudation, considering the country to 
have been at one time continuous as to elevation, and that 


the valleys have been scooped out by the agency of waters, 
at some period when the ocean has retreated from this part of 
the country—an operation to which J have for a long time 


been led to attribute the peculiar structure of some of the 


Alleghany ridges. 
After leaving the waters of 








cross those streams which are tril y to Big tiver— 
streams of great beauty, all rising in a siliceous country, 
and so extremely transparent that it is almost impossible to 
take the fine fish they contain, at their greatest depths, by 
daylight. ‘These stre: ult run through alluvial bottoms 
of various dimensions and of creat fertility ; but at their 
confiuence with Big Black river, an imm breadth of 
alluvial soil commences, which extends ast to the 
Mississippi, enclosing vast swamps of deciduous « press, 


but, with these, 
fitted for the cult 
ustainibge ua great 


for a grea atk 


measul reci aimed 
I 8 A' pre 
Line ire only K 








' 4 
t roam vy 
edlv heard of t l 
ich had | 1 shot out of a herd by ter t i 
lore hese t ppose if the emain the 
iffalo and elk, wh ha red r the M I Ppt, 
ima tr where ia et nt Uj | 
tiie ¢ intry 
- of tri { r > 3 er, t 
Currant and J] ven f{ t vers, wh I 
Per of A 1 As, ir to | 
per e ‘ ke i i ihe v1 
fact, is I] tiv t e ecor ( nat " E 
nd 5 SO ¢ it in its « thut y I 
to co ein 1 7e0 i i \" ‘ ' ¢ 
eu , tow 3 { 1s, { hut 
i | ri } 
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species, were all wanting, except a few, which conformed 


in their external appearance to those simple types found in 
the Atlantic streams of the United States; those, for in- 
stance, which are found in the Schuylkill, in Pennsylvania, 
and in the Rappahannock, in Virginia. Whereas, where 
those streams had penetrated deeply into the hills, amongst 
the calcareous beds, or had risen almost amongst the cal- 
careous beds at the eastern slopings of the highlands, as 
the Strawberry river does, I found a very great number of 
those beautiful varieties which abound in the Cumberland 
ard Ohio rivers, and most of the streams running through 
the carboniferous limestone of the country west of the 
Alleghany ridges.* 

In descending the southern slopes of these petro-silice- 
ous highlands, | came upon the valley of White river, in 
Arkansas, which in some places is very broad, and cuts 
those highlands into two distinct portions. This stream, 
which is very little known in the Atlantic States, is one 
of the most important and beautiful rivers in the United 
States. It takes its rise in the western edge of that eleva- 
ted country which has received the designation of Ozark 
mountains, and, receiving several important tributaries, 
some of which take their rise north of the thirty-seventh 
degree of north latitude, pursues its course for seven or 
eigut hundred miles of serpentine windings to its mouth, 
south of the thirty-fourth degree of north latitude, water- 
ing that fine agricultural country, amongst the most charm- 
ing portions of the Territory of Arkansas, which is com- 
prehended in the county of Washington, and, pursuing a 
general easterly course to its great tributary, Big Black 
river, near which, having reached the confines of the high- 
lands, it deflects to the south to mingle its waters with the 
Mississippi. ‘This latter portion of its course lies through 
the richest alluvial lands, with excellent steam navigation 
the whole distance from its mouth to that of Big Black 
river, and showing an evident practicability of being made 


navigable still further towards its sources, two hundred 


miles to the westward. Big Black river itself might be 
made navigable for a great distance, and without much 
expense : if the willows and aquatic shrubbery, which im- 


pend over its banks in those parts where it is narrow, 
were only removed, it would be perfectly accessible to 


steainboats. 


I have deemed it proper to make these ob- 
simple improvements of this kind 
would lead navigation into the vicinity of those invaluable 
mineral deposites which I have before described, and 
which, until something is done of this kind, must remain 
inactive, together with many other mineral substances 
both in Arkansas and Missouri, especially marbles and 
stones of construction 
Having traversed the valley of White 
ascended the formations I had been so long upon, and 
with the same indications wherever I went. Here again I 
found tae horizontal limestone, overlaid by quartzose sand 


servations, because 


river, I again 


stone and petro-siliceous knolis, but always without or- 


ganic remains; it would almost seem that the waters, 
ae . : ; 
which deposited these beds, were too hot to admit of ani- 
e f } ‘ 
mal life.¢ Having crossed Little Red river, one of the 
triby ies of White river, and the source and direction of 
which are south of this last, and proceeded some distance 
yuth, | perceived a coming change in the geological for 
¥ t+ 1 
mations he san n Came exceedingty ferru su 
I PY. » of 
philos i i 1 bys 
i il } lent: f a tris } 
mvste f ‘ i hat the external 
4 ’ { i s \ 1 on as 
4 sis Luv i 5} i r y m ina 
: f cal 
s ‘ 
| i i < : he p | 
} i | f f 


| 
| 





APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


Geological Reconnoissance. 


and from an eminence about forty miles from the Arkansas 
river, I had a grand view of a perfectly flat wilderness, 
about ten miles broad, terminated by lofty ridges runni 
east and west. There was not a patch within the hori 
zontal bounds that indicated a settlement; nothing but a 
dense forest, containing, as I had been informed, and as [ 
afterwards found, no water, except a few putrid pools in 
the bottoms of the bayous. In this grand picture of the 
wildest American scenery, there was nothing to break the 
comprehensive and uniform woody character, but an im 
mense conflagration that was raging in the distance, in my 
line of advance, and from which rose a dense volume of 
smoke. Fires of this kind are often occasioned by th 
advertence of hunters, and sometimes purposely to drive 
game in particular directions. 





I had often passed throug 
many miles of fired land, where the smoke not only o! 
scured every thing around, but where it was a painful 
fort to resist the inconvenience it occasioned. 
cating myself from this arid plain, I reached a ridge with 
an elevation of about 70°, and here I perceived the geolo 
gical formations were changed; the rocks had becon 
highly inclined ; the sandstone bad become much intermi 
ed with narrow seams of quartz, which was not compact, 
but consisted of fibrous bundles of imperfect crystals clos 
ly wedged in upon one another. Subsequently, pursuing 
a southerly direction, I crossed, within a distance of eight 
miles, four abrupt ridges, running east and west, consist 
ing of highly inclined reddish ferruginous sandstone, in 
tersected by seams of quartz; and, examining the country 
around with greater diligence, I found that the sandstone 
rested upon grauwacke slate. I had many opportunities, 


On ext 


during the remaining part of my progress to the banks of 


the Arkansas, to verify this observation, and to satisfy my 
self that I was upon the true equivalent of the old red 
sandstone and grauwacke of English geologists. In va 
rious situations I found the old red sandstone formation ex- 
ceedingly broken up, and the fragments piled up, as it 
were, in great masses. ‘There are some singular instances 


| of this within three miles of Little Rock, on the north side 


of the Arkansas river. 

The advance to Little Rock, in this direction, is over 
two miles of alluvial soil, perfectly flat, and the extremely 
steep bank of the river, during low water, shows on the 
north side no rocky structure whatever ; but on the south 
side the grauwacke slate crops out very boldly on the bank, 
and, being the first stony substance met with ascending 
from the mouth of the Arkansas river, has given its name 
of Littke Rock to the present seat of Government of the 
Territory of Arkansas. 

The grauwacke slate here is highly inclined, and dipping 
S. E. is traversed by very broad bands of quartz; no red 
sandstone is superimposed upon it at the river, but at a 
very limited locality on the bank I found a calcareous de 
deposite containing marine fossil shells belonging to the 
tertiary beds.* Three miles west from Little Rock, this 
deposite reappears in considerable quantities, and is quar 
ried for the purpose of making lime. A few miles distant 
from the seat of Government, the old red sandstone is al 
most replaced by quartz, especially to the northwest, in 
the direction of the Great Mammelle river. Ata distances 
of five miles from the town, the ridges of old red sandstene 
occur again, running about east and west. The Mam 
melle mountain, distant about eighteen miles from Littl 
hock, is an outlier of the same formation: the southwest 
aspect of this cone is very imposing, and bears a strong 
resemblance toa pyramid; on approaching it, the whole fa 
cade presented a lofty mural escarpment, about seven hun 
dred feet above the level of Arkansas river, according to 
the computation [ was able to make, with a broad talus at 
the bottom. The southwest edge of this pyramid showed 











the truncated beds of the rock, standing at an elevation of 
75°, and in some places they were vertical. From the 
summit of this mound there is a surprisingly beautiful 
view of the surrounding country ; wherever the siliceous 
ridges are, pine timber exclusively prevails, and where the 
river inundates the low fands, there the deviduous trees 
betray the inroads it makes. Immense quantities of rich 
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land will be here reclaimed when the system of making | 


levées is introduced. I also visited some isolated high- 
lands on the opposite side of the river; one named Crys- 
tal hill had been pointed out as interesting to a mineralo- 
gist, and some persons at various periods had pretended to 
work there upon a silver mine. Crystal hill is a mere 
outlier of old red sandstone, much inclined, and based 
upon grauwacke shale and slate. ‘The-slate near the river 
is occasionally very much diversified by strong ferruginous 
bands, and at very low water shows a good deal of sulphu- 
ret of iron. ‘These minerals present appearances which 
have deceived some sanguine persons, some of whom I met 
with, urgently desirous of being correctly informed on this 
subject. After I had completed my examinations of the 
Territory, and arrived at Little Rock on my return, I 


thought it a point of duty to warn them against wasting | 


their means in a pursuit, of the probable advantages of 
which they were not competent judges, and respecting the 
prosecution of which they were unable to determine where 
they ought to begin, and where they ought to desist; and 
I stated to them, what I here repeat, that I had never seen, 
in any portion of the Territory of Arkansas, the least in- 
dication of the precious metals, apart from a very small 
portion of silver contained in the sulphuret of lead. Nor, 
indeed, did [ ever find in the transition rocks of this part 
of the country any fossil except a new species of petremite 
in the old red sandstone near the Mammelie. 

Having made such examinations in the neighborhood of 
Little Rock as my opportunities admitted of, I cirected my 
course west, towards the hot springs of Washita. On 
leaving the town, I soon got once more upon the old red 
sandstone, reposing on the grauwacke, and indeed never 
left it, with one exccption, until I drew nigh to the Little 
Missouri river, south of 34° north latitude. I crossed a 
small stream, called the Fourche, which runs into the Ar- 
kansas, and the heads of other streams said to run into 
bayou Bartholomew, though J cannot vouch for the accu- 
racy of this last fact, which I had from report. This is a 
stream that will be of importance hereafter to the settlers 
in that part of Arkansas, as it is very long, may easily be 
made navigable, and passes through the fertile county of 
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tle Rock, I observed an approaching change in the timber, 
the pine having entirely disappeared, and being replaced 
by deciduous trees. 

Where this change commenced, I found a total change 
of mineral structure; the old red sandstone had given 
place to an ancient greenstone, containing great quantities 
of crystallized hornblende. ‘The rocks rose here about one 
hundred and fifty feet, and having reached the top, I saw 
I was upon the brim of what—in the western part of Vir- 
ginia, near the Clinch mountain, where I have seen sev- 
eral, as well as in the neighborhood of Sequatchee valley, 
in Tennessee—is called a cove: this cove, which ig net 
quite circular, but rather affecting the form of a gourd, has 
an anterior basin, which slopes pleasingly down, and con- 
tains, probably, one thousand five hundred acres of very 
excellent coil. In various parts of the bottom, I found 
large masses of decomposing felspar, studded with black 
tourmalines, some of which were in long prisms, whilst 
others formed a stellated figure of beautifully delicate acicu- 
lar rays. Some of the felspathic rocks were filled with 
ainorphous masses of white sulphuret of iron, believed by 
many persons to be ailver. In other parts of the cove I 
found masses of coarse grained syenite, consisting of red 
felspar, hornblende, mica, and some quartz. But what 
will always give celebrity to this remarkable locality, now 


; called Magnet cove, is the magnetic iron which abounds 


Chicot, whence it disembogues finally into the Washita | 


river, in the State of Louisiana. 
streams—and I add the Saline river, another important 
trbutary of the Washita, which I crossed twenty-eight 
miles from Little Rock—lI invariably found, upon a mi- 
nute investigation of their beds, the same tertiary deposite 
of marine shells* which | had seen at Little Rock. In 
the bed of the Saline, I found, ata depth of not more than a 
foot under the surface, a regular calcareous rock, enclosing 
immense quantities of oyster shells, the rocky part being 
evidently formed from the brokea down exuvie of marine 
animals, disintegrated in long periods of time. The set- 


Where I crossed these | 


tlers in the neighborhood, whose chimneys were built of | 


mud, which had to be replaced annually, were extremely 
well pleased with the discovery of a mineral so useful to 
them for domestic purposes.{ At thirty-five miles from 
Little Rock, the country is covered with ferruginous con- 
glomerate of the old red sandstone. Wherever this latter 
rock is found, the pine} prevails, as is usually the case in 
siliceous countries ; but, about forty-eight miles from Lit- 


* Of the Eocene period of Mr. Lyell 

t These deposites evidently belong to the 
littoral shore was washed by the ocean 

sinus Australis, Mich 
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period when the ancient 


there. ‘There is an extensive mound of it covered with 
pebbles of magnetic iron, from an ounce to four pounds 
weight. From some examinations I made by digging, I 
am certain these loose pebbles, like those of the vein of 
iron in Missouri, overlie masses of the metal of prodigious 
extent. Some of the specimens I obtained possess a sur- 
prising magnetic power ; and such is the influence of the 
inass in place, that Colonel Conway, the surveyor gener- 
al, informed me he had been unable to survey the country, 
as the necdle will not traverse on approaching this locali- 
ty. From a careful examination of the different portions 
of this most interesting cove, I came tothe conclusion that 
the whole structure of this elevation, as far as its exterior 
as well as its interior slopes were concerned, was an old 
greenstone belonging to the intrusive rucks, and occupy- 
ing, for a limited space, a place amidst the old red sand- 
stone; that, as far as the greenstone extends, all the 
trees are deciduous, and without its limit all the trees are 
evergreens and pines. It is impossible to look at this 
quasi-circular brim, and the cove below, and take into con- 
sideration, at the same time, all the minerals and metals 
found there, without being impressed with the opinion that 
itis the result of a very remote volcanic action, and is, 
perhaps, one of those extremely ancient craters that may 
have preceded those of which basalt and lava are the pro- 
ducts. 

The distance from Magnet cove to the Hot Springs of 
the Washita is about sixteen miles, keeping always upon 
the old red sandstone, and no change in the mineral, ex- 
cept one vein of greenstone, with siwall plates of brown 
mica, which crops out at about half the distance. At length, 
nearing a considerable ridge, and turning into a small val- 
ley about filty yards broad, I saw, from the appearance of 
things, that I had reached the Hot Springs of the Washita, 
so great an object of curiosity to men of science, and so 
little known to the rest of the world. 

This valley, which runs about north and south, and di- 
vides two lofty ridges of old red sandstone, extends about 
eight hundred yards, and then deflects to the west. At 
the foot of the eastern ridge, which is about five hundred 
feet high, flows a lively stream, which rises in the hills to 
the northeast: this ridge has, towaids the top, a dense 
growth of pine and oak trees, amongst which are strewed 
fragments of the rock, often very ferruginous, and pieces 
of a strong band of ironstone, which traverses the ridge in 
the direction of N. N. E. and S. 8. W., and dipping S. 
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E. with the sandstone, at an angle of about 45°. There 
is also some conglomerate on this hill, held together by 
ferruginoys cement. The stream, for a considerable dis- 
tance, runs upon the grauwacke slate, upon which the 
sandstone rests. I had entered the valley but a short dis- 
tance before I saw, on the flank of the east ri¢ge, a rock of 
a totally different character from that constituting the ridge, 
impending, like a curtain, down to the stream, and I at 
once recognised it for a tavertin deposited by the mineral 
waters. The curtain, with some intervals, extends along 
the stream for about four hundred yards from the slope of 
the ridge, presenting sometimes abrupt escarpments of from 
fifteen to twenty-five feet, and at other times showing itself 
in points and coves advancing into and receding from the 
stream. This travertin extends back east from the stream 
about one hundred and fifty yards, leaning upon the accliv- 
ity of the old red sandstone, to where several powerful 
springs are now situated. Some of the springs rise in the 


bank, and numerous others, of which perhaps thirty rather 
copious ones are found at various heights on the ridge, 
rising through the old red sandstone rock. 
feebler force there are a great many. Sometimes one or 
more of these are said to disappear, and it is certain that 
new ones are frequently breaking out. Some of them is- 
sue from the rock at an elevation of at least one hundred 
feet from the valley, where the present log cabins are built, 


and where a flourishing village will no doubt exist ere | 


long. A more beautiful and singularly convenient situa- 
tion for a town cannot be imagined ; for, by the aid of the 
simplest frames to support spouts, the hot water may be 
conveyed to the houses in great profusion, for baths and 
medical purposes, as well as for domestic uses. Upon re- 


peated trials with my register thermometers, I found the | 


water of some of the principal springs to be 146° of Fab- 
renheit, and I never found it higher, although I should not 
doubt that, 
springs were not attenuated by the atmospheric waters, 
they would mark a few degrees more. 
stay, I always found the water Kot enough to make my tea 
without any further boiling, as well as to wash my clothes. 
Indeed, in this locality, the hot water is so abundant that I 
found it often troublesome to procure that which was cold, 
for the Hot Springs occupying a breadth equal to four hun- 
dred yards of the base of the ridge, all the hot water was 
discharged into the creek, which in many parts was of a 
temperature just fitted for a warm bath ; and what further 
assists to keep up its temperature, is the great number of 
hot springs rising through the slate at the bottom of the 
brook : 
although the water does not scald the hand there, still, up- 
on insinuating my fingers a few inches below the ground 
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bed of the stream; one very fine spring rises in its west | 





slight chalybeates, are tasteless, having not the least saline 
trace. A person totally unacquainted with mineralogy, 
and not aware of any difference between travertino and old 
red sandstone, might suppose the mineral structure of all 
the rocks to be homogeneous, and that the waters, not dif- 
fering in their taste from ordinary warm water, were with- 
veut any mineral constituent, as the hot waters of the Wash- 
ita have been reported to be; but these immense deposites 
of carbonate of lime attest the contrary. On digging about 
twenty-five feet above the level of the brook, I went through 
a foot of the carbonate, with traces of sulphate of lime, and 
then through a dark red oxide, with reniform masses of 
nodular iron, with botroidal faces. The sulphate was de- 
posited in layers in acicular form. I then came to masses 
of ferruginous sandstone belonging to the ridge. ‘These 
seemed to have been loose, and to have been recemented by 
the deposites from the water, which had filled up all their 
I took out one large mass of iron, the walls of 
which were, in some places, two and a half inches thick, 
of rich hematite ore, the inside of the nodule containing 
gypsum and a deep red oxide. These masses almost led 
me to suppose that they had been deposited by the springs, 
and that the iron had thus been aggregated by molecular 
attraction. It is not improbable that the ferruginous mat- 


| ter has been carried to them, during the immense periods 
| of time which have elupsed since these springs first ap- 


peared, by atmospheric waters trickling amidst the ferru- 
ginous materials of the ridge ; the iron certainly appears to 
be accidentally there. I observed, also, that where these 
great quantities of the oxide of iron were, it was evident a 
stream of hot water had passed for a long period of time, 


| and beneath the superincumbent deposite of carbonate of 


duriug very dry weather, when the mineral | it 


lime, which, as these hot waters have frequently changed 
their direction, might very well be. I perceived one con- 
siderable underground stream of hot water jssving from a 
cavity near the bank of the brook, and, upon examining 
, found the process going on, iron depositing on the sides, 


| and soft seams of sulphate of lime already established. 


But, during my | 


| to be in a state of decomposition. 


| 


this can ‘be seen at almest a hundred places; and | 


Under these circumstances, I would not pronounce any of 
these waters to be natural chalybeates. It is probable that 
a great many mineral waters acquire some of their proper- 
ties in transitu. Thave supposed this to be the case in 
some sulphuretted springs I have seen, that rise through 
beds‘of slate and coal, loaded with sulphuret of iron, much 
of which may reasonably be thought, at particular depths, 
For the carbonate of 
lime contained in these hot waters, we may infer a differ- 
ent origin; nor can we consistently assign to the prodigious 
quantity of caloric which has probubly for such immense 
periods of time raised the temperature of these springs, any 


| source short of those depths from whence the intrusive 


at the edge of the stream, I was obliged to retire them in- | 


stantly, having more than once burnt them in that way. If | 


this stream were turned, it is incredible the quantity of 
water of a temperature perhaps always equal to 145° Fah- 
renheit, which might be obtained. During the summer 
droughts, when the stream is low, no fish are ever seen in 
it, the water ‘being too.hot; but when the season arrives 
for the cold waters to enter the stream in considerable 
quantities, then trout, perch, and other fish, are taken in 
all parts of it. I was told, however, that at other portions 
of the summer, when the whole volume of the stream was 
not so much heated, the fish would sometimes come up the 
brook in those parts where no springs came through the 
slate, but always swam at a particular depth ; when crumbs 
of bread were dropped into them, they rose to them, but 
stopped when they reached the stratum of hot water, which, 
being rarefied, was at the top. Frogs and snakes, when 
forced into the hot water, or falling in inadvertently, im- 
mediately stretch themselves out and die. ‘These mineral 
hot waters, except one or two of the springs, which are 


rocks, the veins of iron, and various. other mineral phe- 
nomena of the vicinity, have sprung. 

These thermal waters rise in a very limpid state, but as 
soon as they get into motion, and their parts become ex- 
posed to the atmosphere, a mineral deposite commences, 
attaching itself to dead leaves, to sticks, to any thing that 
serves for a point of adhesion ; upon this deposite a brilliant 
green enamelled looking substance presents itself, which 


| increases and thickens, in favorable situations, until it takes 


the thickness of half an inch. When this can be detached 
from the calcareous matter it covers, it has a vitreo-gelati- 
nous appearance, somewhat of the consistency of those 
glairy substances produced in stagnant water in very hot 
weather. As long as the water runs over it, it continues 
to thicken and look green; but when the deposite has dam- 
med up the course of the water, and another course is form- 
ed, which is constantly doing, then this green substance, 
being forsaken by the water, dries up, and crisps on the 
surface of the ground, like dead lichens. This dead stuff 
I examined with a powerful glass, and found that it was a 
mineral substance of a whitish gray color; on the under 
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side it preserved still a deadish green appearance. In the 
course of time it undergoes a change, and changes to a 
deep black calcareous mould, on the surface of which I 
found, as is frequently done in decomposing travertins, an 
immense number of individuals of various species of helix. 

From many other curious details respecting this mineral 
substance, which appears to have some affinity with the 
constituency of some prairies I afterwards visited in the 
vicinity of Red river, I must refer to those more detailed 
observations that will more appropria‘ely form part of the 
labor of some future leisure hours, when some experiments 
which I have to institute shall be matured. And in rela- 
tion to an analysis of the mineral contents of the hot wa- 


ters of the Washita, it was always my intention to have | 


attempted one, after the best methods my very limited ex- 
perience in operations of that kind permitted; and I had, 


on my departure from the Atlantic States, provided myself | 


with such apparatus and reagents as would have enabled 
me to produce some proximate results: but, upon leaving 
St. Louis, Missouri, perceiving it was more than doutful 
whether I should get my luggage through the mountains, 
and a speedy opportunity, as I thought, presenting itself, I 
sent it by water to the mouth of White river, and it had 
not reached Little Rock when I left that place for the Hot 
Springs. I was, therefore, compelled to content myself 
with some simple examinations of the waters, and with 





putting up carefully some bottles of them, in order, on my | 


return, to submit them to the analysis of some distinguish- 
ed chemists, better entitled to the confidence of those inter- 
ested in the result than I claim to be; which analysis I 


hope ere lung to be able to state, with the authority of the | 


name of the analysts.* That these waters annually per- 
form very admirable cures of chronic complaints incident 
to southern climates, is well known there; and that their 
efficacy, and the beauty and salubrity of the country, will 
soon cause the place to be resorted to from far and near, as 
soon as proper accommodations for visiters can be prepared, 
is very obvious. ‘They seein providentially placed there 
for the use of the inhabitants of the low lands ta the vicin- 
ity of Red river, and their value deserves to be made ex- 
tensively known. 

About three miles northeast from the Hot Springs the 
country is mountainous and broken, consisting of cones 
and ridges from three hundred to five hundred feet above 
the streams, which meander in very narrow bottoms. If, 
in Missouri and the north parts of Arkansae, I had ob- 
served the singular propensity to subsitute siliceous for 
calcareous matter, here I found the ferruginous hills of old 
red sandstone, sometimes consisting of solid masses of flint, 
at other times of a beautiful novaculite, and again of fer- 
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ruginous sandstone, with heavy veins of iron passing | 


through them, and imparting a chalybeate character to 
many springs issuing from their slopes. ‘These hil!s con- 
tain that beautiful mineral substance called the Washita 
oilstone, which is sometimes well exposed in small vertical 
layers, and which adhere so tenaciously to each other that, 
on account of their remarkable brittleness, they are sepa- 
rated with much difficulty. It is not easy, for this reason, 
to obtain good specimens of it. ‘The curious gradations of 
this siliceous matter, in the forms of old red sandstone, 
flint, novaculite, hornstone, and quartzose rock, are sur- 
prising. For many miles these lofty hills present a suc- 
cession of these minerals, in various forms. In some parts 
rock crystal abounds in great profusion, and of a good 
transparency and large dimensions : 


tions, and not unusually of a bright topaz yellow color. 
But the most remarkable miueral I saw was the novaculite, 
or oilstone, a siliceous stone of a pearly semi-transparent 


——. 


* The gaseous volume is insicnificant, azote and a trace of carbon 


ar al val { lin arbenate of iron, and 





beautiful crystals of 
quartz, of a large size, are also found, with double termina- | 
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nature, presenting singularly smooth natural faces, and oc- 
casionally tinged, in a very pleasing manner, with metallic 
solutions. Lofty hills are found there, composed entirely 
of this material. On one of these I saw several large pits, 
twenty or thirty feet deep, and as many in diameter, re- 
sembling inverted cones, the insides of which were covered 
with broken chips of this beautiful mineral, some white, 
some red, some carmine, some blue, some quite opalescent. 
In and near these pits round and long masses were scatter- 
ed about, of a hard greenstone I had found in place eighteen 
miles distant, and none of them too large for the hand. 
They were, undoubtedly, Indian tools, and these were the 
quarries from whence the Indians had formerly obtained 
the materials they used for their arrow heads, and other 
weapons of offence. 1 found no arrow heads there, how- 
ever, but subsequently on many of the alluvial banks of the 
streams in the country around, amidst the circular holes 
and mounds, where their now fallen mud cabins formerly 
stood, prodigious quantities of chips of the same mineral, 
and of broken arrow heads also, were strewed around ; from 
whence it may be inferred that they resorted to the moun- 
tains for pieces of the mineral, and carried it to their villages 
to fabricate. Although it is true that no flints have yet 
been found in the United States, in the chalk formation, 
yet, in Missouri and Arkansas, inexhaustible quantities of 
flint are to be obtained, of the best quality, and from the 
most accessible situations. 

During my stay here, I endeavored in vain to procure a 
guide to cross the country with me to Cantonment Tow- 
son, on Red river, opposite the confines of the Mexican 
territory; in this direction, except for a short distance, 
there is not even a bridle path; all roads terminate here, 
and the passes are only known to the hunters ; but heavy 
rains had set in, and the mountain streams were excessive- 
ly swollen; the hunters, too, were averse to break off from 
their favorite pursuit of bear-hunting, which commences 
at this season. Deeming it imprudent to run the risks to 
which, under these circumstances, and at su late a period 
of the year, and without a hunter to provide me with food, 
I should have been exposed, I reluctantly gave up my in- 
tention of further exploring the hills in that direetion, and 
accordingly directed my course to Red river, lower down 
the Washita. 

This river runs upon the grauwacke slate which crops 
out in various parts of its banks, and it will deserve the at- 
tention of future travellers to examine, with great accuracy, 
the rocks in its vicinity, as I saw indications, which I had 
neither the time nor the means of effectually pursuing, of 
the existence of non-bituminous coal—a fact of great im- 
portance to the future prosperity of that part of the coun- 
try. The anticipation, too, is strengthened by those im- 
portant depogites of anthracite coal, in Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, being found in the transition formation. On my 
way I passed between the left bank of the Washita and 
Magnet Cove, leaving it to the northeast, and observed 
the same difference on this side, between the trees grow- 
ing on it and the evergreens growing on the adjacent 
sandstone, which I had remarked on my advance. The 
route led through a wild romantic country of flinty knobs, 
and little vales excellently watered. From the Washiita 
to the Caddo river, for about thirty miles, the elevated 
parts of the country cousist of the same siliceous knobs 
and uplands, some of them approaching to the oilstone of 
the Washita, and well watered by numerous streams, 
with limited bottoms of considerable fertility intervening. 
The myrica cerifera, or candle-berry myrtle, was very 
abundant on these siliceous lands; the deer also were in 
gangs of wild turkeys, 
strutting about in their finest plumage 
casionally take flight with as strong 
and light 
came to the (¢ 
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towards it, and nature began entirely to change her as- 
pect. On crossing the river I entered upon an extensive 
level cane brake,* in a bottom of great fertility. Here I 
again found the tertiary limestone in the bed of the river, 
and in some adjacent bayous, with the fossils T had before 
seen at Little Rock. This is a favorite resort of parroquets 
and ivory-billed woodpeckers.t ‘The plantsare all decid- 
uous; the old red sandstone, with its pines, is no longer 
seen, except at very distant intervals, where slight vestiges 
of it appear. The soil is of an excellent quality, and the 
bottoms are covered with laure! and holly, which last be- 
comes a tree of considerable magnitude, having a diameter 
frequently of twelve inches. The almost impenetrable 
cane brakes, lying five or six miles on each side of the 
Washita, (into which the Caddo falls near where I cross- 
ed it,) and which are of very great breadth in some parts 
of its course to join Red river, and to where this last falls 
into the Mississippi, can never be reclaimed until levees 
are constructed to preserve the lands from inundation. 

Not far from the junction of the Caddo with the Wash- 


ita there are some salt brines, the natural strength of | 


which it is impossible to measure whilst the soil is so sat- 
urated with river water; but eventually, when wells are 
sunk beneath the beds of the streams, and properly secured, 
there can be no doubt but that the country will possess 
salines adequate to its wants. I saw specimens of sulphate 


of lime, also, which induce me to think that deposites of | 


that mineral may be found ere the wants of the country 
may require them. 
ably be found very valuable when applied to the siliceous 
soils north of the Caddo, as well as others yet to be men 
tioned, a little north and northeast of Red river. 


about fifteen miles, always upon good level soil. Part of 
the country, however, was sandy, with heavy beds of a 
bluish green arenaceous clay, containing a trace of lime. 
I found no fossils or impressions in it, but was induced to 
believe it was the equivalent of some tertiary beds I had 
seen near Shirley, on James river, Virginia. The whole 
of this part of the country almost seems to be underlaid 
with rotten limestone, derived from broken down marine 
shells. The country hence, for several miles, consists of 
good bottom land, full of holly and laurel, with occasional 


pine trees. Having gone about twenty miles, the country 
fell again to the south, and I soon came to an important 
stream which rises to the northwest, and empties into the 
Washita, called the Little Missouri, from its waters being 
of adusky red, muddy color. On crossing this stream, I 
entered upon a dense low bottom of the richest soil, cov- 
ered with cane, holly, laurel, and swamp timber, inter- 
sected by numerous bayous; this lasted for three miles, 


As a mineral manure, it would prob- | 


| 


| 





| seemed peculiar to the black prairie land. 
| T was here upon an ancient floor of the ocean, from 
From the Caddo to Toiirnois creek, the distance is | 
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it is an opinion deserving of being entertained, that plants 
are encroaching upon the prairies generally. It was with 
sincere pleasure [ found myself upon geological grounds 
with which I was well acquainted, The prairies were cov. 
ered with the fossils which, as I have before observed, 
characterize the New Jersey green sand formations,* but 
the superficial soil was uniformly of a deep black color, 
resembling charred wood, and in wet weather is of a 


| waxy, plastic consistency, that makes it extremely dis- 


agreeable to move amongst. Its fertility is remarkable, 
and renders it eminently fitted for cotten, which, as I had 
many opportunities of observing, succeeds well. The 
black soil, which is substantially calcareous, contains, as | 
found from slight experiments, a proportion of carbon. 
This was one of the most lovely countries I had seen, a 
gentle rolling surface and fine woods, in which is an abun 
dance of the indigenous crab apple, with the beautiful bow 
wood,+ or bois d’arc, as it is usually called. On examining 
where the streams had abraded the lower parts of the land 
and digging in various places, I found that all these portions 
of the country, which consisted of prairie land, were bottom- 
ed upon immense beds of rotten limestone, derived from the 
testaceous remains of the mollusca I have named, entire shel|s 
of which in a soft state are still imbedded in the broken down 
masses once composed of shells. ‘The zone of black land 
here does not appear to have a breadth of more than five 
miles ; wherever it is, the same fossils are found, with th 
undervalves profusely scattered around on the surface. 
Sometimes the black earth gave place to a deep red marle 
of great fertility, but in this marle J found no shells; they 
It was evident 


which we may infer it had retired with comparative tran- 
quility, the surface being so little disturbed. The broken 
down marine shelly matter had accumulated into local 
beds and extensive hill deposites, after the manner in which 
we know some existing species accumulate, and the gen- 
eral irregularity of the surface was not dissimilar to that 
which is presented by the various soundings of marine 
coasts, where recent surfaces are forming. These accu 
mulations are more or less covered with a vegeto-animal 
deposite, that, by the constantly acting power of the ele- 


| ments, is partially removed, and carried by rains towards the 
hills of old red sandstone of moderate size, with their usual | 


and thickened in others. 


when the country began to rise a little again; and, after | 


advancing a few miles, I came upon a singularly black 
waxy soil of a carbonaceous color, entirely different from 
any thing I had yet observed, except the surface of the 
travertin, at the Hot Springs, which, as | have before ob- 
served, was not dissimilar to this, agreeing further in the 
profusion of helices and other land shells with which it 
abounded. The country here appeared to consist of a 
chain of prairies running westward, and parallel with Red 
river for a very great distance. Some of these prairies 
were mere bald spots, of half an acre and upwards, sur- 
rounded by plants, whilst others were said to contain sev- 
eral hundred acres. In every instance they were surround- 
ed with a belt of timber and plants peculiar to the coun- 
try. JT was informed by Judge Cross, a gentleman well 
acquainted with the country, and to whose intelligence 


extend probably many bundred miles to the west, and that 





” Miegia macrosperma 
+ Picus principali 


streams ; hence this covering is diminished in some places, 
In some situations the black soil 
is two or three feet deep, whilst in others it is only a few 
inches thick, in which latter situations the tender roots of 
plants having, in extreme dry weather, to contend with 
caustic calcareous bed, are liable to perish ; the Indian corn, 
for this reason, is sometimes what is called fired, its leaves 
drying upand wasting away. These characteristics of tho 
prairie country, as far as this particular zone of prairies is 
concerned, is common toa vast extent of country to the 
west of the points I examined. To the east the zone ex 


| tends from north latitude 33° 40’ to north latitude 32° 30’, 


in the State of Alabama, § and can be traced at intervals to 
north latitude 40° 20’, in the State of New Jersey 
Throughout this very extended line, all of which I have 
personally examined, the characteristic shells of this sub 
cretaceous formation have been found. I possess gryphea, 
exogyra, and other shells from localities far up the False 
Washita, the neighborhood of the Kiamesha, from Mount 
Prairie in Arkansas, from Mississippi, from Prairie Bluffs 
in Alabama, and from New Jersey, all of them identical ; 
and in the subcretaceous deposites of Alabama, I have 
found the greatest profusion of the fossil equivalents of 
the genera peculiar to the green sand beds of Europe. I! 


| hope at no distant period to be able to trace with some pre 
and hospitality I owe many obligations, that these prairies | 


| 


+ Gryphma convexa, exogyra cosiata, &e. &c 

+ Malus coronaria, twenty feet high, ten inches in diameter 

t Maclura aurantiaca. 

§ Wells, five hundred feet deep, have been dug through rotten lime 
ne, into slate with quartz 


ee 


PRM ae Dept 


i debs 


ae ACNE tell I 


& 
t 
+ 








lants 
with 
nds 
cov. 
Tved, 
* but 
‘olor, 
of a 
dis 
able, 
| had 
The 
, asl 
en, a 
bun 
bow 
ning 
land 
tions 
tom- 
n the 
hells 
own 
land 
five 
r the 
face. 
rarle 
they 
dent 
from 
ran- 
oken 
local 
hich 
gen 
thet 
rine 
ccu 
imal 
ele 
s the 
Ces, 
soil 
lew 
ta of 
th « 
om, 
AVES 
the 
8 1S 





SS 


cision, the ancient littoral bounds of that geological period, 
so clearly demarcated by all the unequivocal circumstances 
I have described. 

In relation to those areas which have received the appella- 
tion of prairies, from their surfaces, denuded of timber, being 
at certain seasons covered with long grass, I am not of the 
opinion of those who think that all prairies have originally 
been produced by firing the timber annually, and thus, by 


repeated combustions, destroying the timber as well as the | 
sprouts. That much ground has been denuded by such | 


means, I would admit, and the cause certainly would ap- 
pear a sufficient one for those prairie districts to which no 
other cause apparently could be assigned. By whatever 
method plants begin first to germinate in such deposites, it 
is evident, as I have before stated, that where the vegetable 
matter is thin, and the season unfavorable, they are liable 
to perish; and where they would not altogether perish, it 


| 





° | 
must be remembered that this country was stocked, as the | 


more distant prairies still are, with buffalo, which would, 
by their periodical occupation of the country in numberless 
herds, assist in exterminating plants of a vigorless consti- 
tution. ‘These may be enumerated amongst the efficient 
causes of a prairie or meadow state of extensive tracts of 
country. This view of the subject is somewhat strength- 
ened by the fact of plants, in modern times, encroaching on 
the prairies ; for I have observed they encroach on the sides 


where vegetable matter has been washed and accumulated, | 
finding a nutritious bed there, into which they can push | 


their innumerable delicate fibres, secured from the devas- 
tating teeth and hoofs of the buffalo, which have now all 
left this part of the country; for where man settles, that 
animal never remains long. But there is also another view 
of the subject. 


‘These vast prairies of the West, as well as the diminu- | 


tive ones in question, must be admitted tobe ancient floors 
of the ocean. 
course, without plants; and unless we admit their spon- 
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When it abandoned them, they were, of | 


taneous growth, we must suppose them to have germina- | 


ted from seeds derived from plants growing on lands which 
had been left with a higher level than the ocean, before it 
receded from these prairies. Their borders would, of course, 


be planted first, and thus we can conceive of every new | 


generation of plants giving some of its seeds to the winds 
and the waters, and gradually extending the forests, like 
the present members of the human family, advancing upon 
and settling the country for the use of posterity. 


This | 


seems a more natural and just method of accounting for | 


the immense prairies of the West, and the pampas of the 
southern portion of the South American continent, than 
conjectural opinions founded on a convenient method 
adopted by the Indians of securing their game, and which 
they have practised at all times, certainly with the effect of 
thinning, but without destroying the timber, as we know 
from the immense forests of Virginia, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, Missouri, and Arkansas, which were once 
annually fired by the Indians, to burn the high grass, that 
they might better see their game a practice which destroyed 
the undergrowth, but only thinned the trees; and now that 


the Indians have left these countries, we find the under- | 


growth rapidly occupying the ground again. 
receive opinions altogether hypothetical in relation to the 
cause of the prairie condition of land, it seems as if we 
were bound to inquire what was their first condition, con- 
sistent with the geological fact that they are ancient floors 
of the ocean. It, therefore, appears to me to be probable 
that many of these prairies have never, since the ocean left 
them, been covered by any vegetables of greater importance 
than the gramina. 
consistent to suppose, what is pers nally known to me to 


be the fact in many observed instances, that trees and } wou 
plants may be transplanted to those prairies with perfect | delp! 
success ny, 





Before we | 


Under this view of the matter, it is | in 
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It has appeared proper to me, in drawing up an official 
report, which has for its object the practical advantages to 
be derived from geological investigations, to abstain from 
entering into the consideration of some of those particular 
branches of geology which impart at this moment so much 
interest to the scientific literature of Europe; and if I have 
inclined to the support of an igneous theory for the origin 
of the rocks in the inferior portion of the geological series, 
it is because | have been convinced, by a long study of the 
mineral phenomena connected with the primary rocks of 
this continent, that there is no other conclusion to which 
similar phenomena can ever probably lead my judgment ; 
and I have no reason to suppose it is unsafe ground, since 
the most eminent cultivators of the science in Europe, upon 
an examination of their own continent, have come to the 
same opinion. The deliberate epinions of such men, en- 
riched by all the aid that chemistry and other cognate 
branches of the science are susceptible of, are themselves 
authority. But I was chiefly led to express the opinions 
which are found in this report, respecting the supposed ex 
pansive power resulting from the igneous forces operating 
in the radial space, by the expectation that it would lead 
many ingenious minds, who had not turned their attention 
to the structure and origin of metallic rocks, to examine 
some interesting localities through the medium of these opin- 
ions, which, as they have never deceived me, would thus, 
I trusted, be useful to them. In this, as well as in all my 
investigations, I have been sincerely desirous of making my 
labors useful, rather than of embellishing them by any de- 
viation from a rigorous examination of facts, upon which 
all true and useful results depend. 

The exigencies of society have reached a stage in Europe, 
to which we are advancing in this country. There, not 
only the metals, but every rock, every stone, every bed of 
sand or clay, has its value. A quarry of stone, of what- 
ever quality, produces aa income, and canals and railroads 
are the facilities which carry them cheaply to their destina- 
tion. <A very few years ago, geology, in this country, was 
merely considered a liberal branch of knowledge ; now, it 
is universally deemed a science which teaches the true 
structure of the earth, and the most probable situations in 
which its metals and minerals are to be found. Before 
many years elapse, the study of the science will be general 
here, because the wants of society are enlarging. In the 
increasing desire manifested in the States to establish geo- 
logical surveys, we have the evidence of this, and of the 
existence of a spirit that must lead to a very great develop- 
ment of the mineral resources of the country, as well as 
the extension of its intellectual character.* But, in put- 
ting these State enactments into operation, it should never 
be lost sight of, that the advantages to be derived from in- 
vestigations, the proper and sole objects of which are 
physical facts, depend entirely upon the practical experi- 
ence of the persons to whom they are to be intrusted. 

Geology, although it may be divided into four principal 
branches, mineralogy, conchology, ancient zoology,t and 
botany, has now become so far the study of universal na- 


















*It is somewhat remarkable that New \ State consy 4 
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ture, that all the laws of sania: are aren to for pur- 
poses of illustration; even astronomy appears destined to 
contribute largely to ‘the elucidation of the earth's structure, 
and, reflectively, upon that of the most distant planetary 
bodies. The cultivators of these three last branches are 
principally engaged in collecting evidences of a former 
state of things, from deposites containing organic remains, 
whence to deduce arguments for the true causes which 
have governed the present disposition of the stratified 
masses of the crust of the earth. ‘The eminent European 
writers in these branches are well acquainted with the in- 
organic rocks, and, by their genius and untiring zeal, have 
made a deep impression upon the present age. The vo- 
luminous literature of which they are the parents, has found 
an immense number of admirers amongst men of varied 
attainments, most of whom, though well acquainted with 
geological literature, have not had practical opportunities of 


examining nature extensively, and reconciling the compli- | 


cated and irregular manner in which, perhaps, the same 
operation is effected in distant localities. 

The mineralogical branch is composed of men who, 
keeping up with the knowledge of the other branches, have 
devoted themselves rather to a practical study of that por- 
tion of the geological series which comprehends the motal- 
liferous rocks, and the other productive branches. In 


England, the demand for useful information from this class | 


is so great, that the profession of mineral surveyor has 
grown out of it, one entirely unknown at present in this 
country.* In estimating the value of an estate there, the 
capacity of the agricultural surface is not alone considered, 
but a great importance is given to the probable perpendicu- 
lar value of every acre, as it can be computed upon geo- 
logical principles. The value of an estate to an individual 
depending very much upon these circumstances, men of 
long experience and approved judgment are alone confided 
in. If this, as it must be seen to be, is of so much conse- 
quence to individuals, of what immense importance is it 
not to the State Governments, in putting their enactments 
into operation, to select individuals of the greatest experi- 
ence? For how is that complex appearance of rocks in 
different parts of the same country, which, though alto- 
gether different in their external characters, may be true 
equivalents of each other, to be reconciled by men who 
have only studied them in books? or how can men claim 
to have their opinions confided in respecting the tendency, 
direction, and quality of metalliferous veins, or the probable 
existence of coal measures, upon which the outlay of great 
capitals depends, who have never been down in a mine, 
and have studied minerals only from cabinet specimens ? 
In geology no learning can supply the place of experience. 
A geologist may be an indifferent analyst, but certainly no 
man should be presumed a geologist merely because he is 
a learned chemist or a profound mathematician. Such an 
important trust, therefore, as is comprehended in the geo- 
logical survey of a State, should be confided only to men 
of long-approved experience. 

I have thought these observations not out of place, be- 
cause, in the incipient encouragement now given to geo- 
jogy by some of the State Governments, and which will 
probably be done by ail of them, it is important that the 
few individuals in the country who have the requisite ex- 
perience, should not be overlooked in favor of others, who 
are perhaps not aware themselves of the extent of prac- 
tical experience required to make any man’s labors valuable, 
and worthy of being transferred-to geological maps of the 
countries they survey. It must be evident that a gevlogical 
map vf any country, upon which all the important mineral 
and metallic deposites should be accurately laid down, with 
their direction, extent, and other important incidents be- 





* Mr. William Smith, who has received the first Woolaston gold 
medal frm the Geological Society of London, was a mineral surveyor, 
and the author of the first lozical map of Logland 
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longing to them, would be of great value. How much, 
then, does it concern the interests of the United States, 
that rational estimates of the national resources, with all 
thuse infallible indications which should precede internal 
improvements, and w hatever else appertains to a monu- 
ment of such singulai’ importance to them as a general 
geological map would be, should be done with the utmost 
accuracy? It seems called for both by the best interests 
and the reputation of tae country. 

Before I close this descriptive portion of my report, | 
shall ask to present a few remarks on the Arkansas and 











| Red rivers, which I triist will be found somewhat interest- 


ing. Both these streai ns are remarkable for their tortuous 
and serpentine course, and for the important deflections 
from their courses, which can be sometimes traced. The 
history of Red river illustrates well movements of this 
latter class. From the point where it turns to the east, a 
litle north of 31° north latitude, it appears to have once 
flowed in a south direction down the line of the Atchafa- 
laya, into the bay bearing that name, in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. ‘There is a chain of lagoons on that line still rafied 
up with timber, and ro doubt, when a head was formed 
capable of resisting the current, it gave the river its present 
easterly direction into the Mississippi. In those remote 
periods when the False: Washita and the other tributaries 
of Red River were working out its channel, the deposites 
of timber must have been immense, not only filling its 
channel to the Gulf oiS Mexico, as I have supposed, but 
rafting up its present channel as low down as its present 
mouth in the Mississippi. The remains of those ancient 
rafts are still to be seen near its mouth, adhering to its 
banks, the main body having rotted away, and passed down 
with the current, to the point where the operations com- 
But even now, 
such is the abrasion pro:duced by the river, that the annual 
accumulation of timber at the head of the great raft is 
very great, and the conse quent inundations from back water 
very injurious. When the great work of cutting the ratt 
out is accomplished, an immense quantity of rich lands 
will be brought to their true value, and the salubrity of the 
country much improved. * 

These chains of lagoois are found both on the north and 
south sides of Red river, and are amongst the immediate 
causes of the insalubrity of the climate during certain 
menths. ‘The past suimmer was intensely hot and dry, 
and one of these large lagoons, near Lost Prairie, on the 
Mexican side of Red river, a beautiful tract of land over 
which I passed, had experienced so much evaporation 
that it could not preserve its fish; the water became glairy, 
and incapable of sustaining them, and they were floating 
dead on the surface. 

The course of the Arkansas is, in like manner, subject 
to constant change, as a smail circumstance will lead to the 
deflection of this noble, but too uncertain stream. The 
lodgment of a tree will be the commencement of a bar that 
will throw the current ‘o the other side, which, beating 
against a low and weak part of the opposite alluvial bank, 


*When Captain Shreve, so much distinguished for his skill and dili- 
gence in removing this raft, came upon the ground in the spring of 
18%3, he found it dead wate: in Red river for forty miles below the 
timbers which formed the raft, and which then extended up the river 
for at least one-hundred and fifty miles. About one third of the sur- 


| face of the river was occupied with dead timbers, and numerous uiud 


islands had been formed, on which trees and bushes were growing 
There were a great many bayrous and low places, | vy which the wat: 
of the river was led to various lagoons and swamps, once the ancient 
bed of the river; these he stopped up with timber taken from the raft, 
and, confining the stream to its old channel, produced a current of 
three miles an hour. The general depth of the river was twenty five 


feet, but in other parts where mud banks existed, the depth was only 
fifteen. As soon as the raft, was sufficiently cut out to restore a good 
current, these were swept away, and an average depth of twenty-fi\ 
feet produced. During the first season he succeeded in removing 
about seventy miles, and there is every re ason to believe that in the 
course of 1835 Captain Shreve will havi 8 opened a good steamboat 


navigation the entire length of the rafty 
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will, in a short time, if the bank happens to form a reach | Sometim 


there, wear its way through, leaving tin island and a chain | 
of lagoons in its old bed. In the vicinity of the Mammelle | 
mountain is an immense swamp, through part of which I | 
passed, and which contains, perhaps, thirty thousand acres. | 
The timber on each side, being much killed by the water, | 
stands dead in innumerable lofty bare masts, forming a 
picture of perfect desolation. The: cypress,* the cotton- 
wood poplar,+ and the populus moni lifera, the hackberry, + 
the triple-thorned acacia,§ and many other trees, attain an 
immense size here. ‘The lagoons in this swamp extend | 
for several miles where the old bed of the river was; wild | 
geese, ducks, and other aquatic bircls, are here in incredi- 
ble numbers, as well as swans occasionally. Nothing can 
be more singular than the aspect of the trees in this wild 
place. Their trunks appeared to be painted red for about 
fifteen feet fram the ground; at that height a perfectly level 
ced line extended through the whole forest, marking the | 
rise of the waters at the last great inundation, which oc- 
curred in June, 1833, when the Arkansas rose thirty feet. 
Millions of acres of rich bottom land of these countries are 
thus rendered useless, and can never be brought to their 
intrinsic value but by levées, constructed at particular 
points, to keep out the waters from the direct course of the 
river, and the back waters of the bayous that empty into 
the river. Until measures of this kind are taken, these 
districts will be a nuisance to the settlers, both in respect 
of their insalubrity, and their being the resort of the nu- 
merous gangs of wolves which infest the country. I spent 
one night in the swamp alluded to, that of the 22d No- 
vember last. The thermometer had fallen to 24° Fahren- 
heit, and strong ice was making. The noise made by the 
incessant howling and yelling of these animals exceeded 
any thing I had ever heard, some barking in one tone, 
some screaming in another, as if each was suffering bodily 
pain. This uproar is generally Joudest just before the ap- 
proach of day, and appears intended as a signal for strag- 


glers to come into the wilderness, where they usually crouch | 





| which are higher than the others. 





during the day. 
From this poimt of the river down to its mouth, a dis- 


tance of about three hundred miles, a fine opportunity pre- | 


sents itself of studying not only the structure of this vast | degree of north latitude; its most northerly source is from 


body of rich alluvial land, but ef the action of the river, 
and I passed a week in following it to its junction with the 


Mississippi, landing, and examining the country at many | 


interesting points. 
of reaches, sand bars, and mutations, produced in the man- 
ner I have before mentioned, and the serpentine course thus 
established doubles the distance. Its general course to the 
Mississippi is southeast, but it is constantly, every five or 
six miles, describing curves, and following the direction of 
southwest and northeast. ‘I'e channel is thus alternately 
on the right and left bank of the river. Sometimes an ex- 
tensive sandy beach will project itself from the opposite 
shore, and just so far into the channel as to render it very 


The whole line presents a succession | hundred miles from the central and principal sources in the 


| 


} 


[so 





es, during the great freshets which descend from 
the upper country, the river not only breaks through the 
reaches of land which jut out into the river, but absolutely 
gets under the extensive sand beaches, and, lifting them 
up above the general level of the country, deposites them 
upon it. In this way, I have observed considerable por- 
tions of rich plantations, distant several hundred yards from 
the edge of the river, buried several feet deep beneath a 
barren sand. At other times, the freshets plough the whole 
of the vegetation up from the ground for thirty or forty 


| acres, and deposite it in a mass, with all its timber, upon 


some beach lower down.* ‘This is the general character 
of the Arkansas as I have observed it for several hundred 
miles, and I have been told by those who have visited it 
nearer to its sources, that it has, in some places, abraded 
the whole surface of the country for several miles in width. 

These abrasions are more interesting to the geologist 
than to the planter, for the fresh fracture enables him to 
trace for great distances the party-colored deposites, alter- 
nating with each other, some white, some red, some gray, 
and often intermixed. Some parts of the banks are from 
one hundred to one hundred and thirty feet bigh, and as- 
sume an important appearance in a country where much 
of the surrounding land is at a low dead level. About fifty 
miles from Little Rock the Red Pine bluffs occur, which 
the river is fast wearing down. Twenty miles lower down 
are similar bluffs of a lighter color, called the White bluffs, 
and about thirty miles lower down are the Pine bluffs, 
At the Red Pine bluffs 
there is a bed of limestone, seen at low water, formed of 
broken down oyster shells, like those in the Saline river. 
This is the only calcareous deposite within my knowledge 
in the banks of the Arkansas east of Little Rock, except 
one I afterwards saw in the high banks at the post of Ar- 
kansas. They all present a fine study of fluviatile deposites, 
not only in the party-colored seams of the old banks, but 
where they are at present forming on the surface of the 
country. 

This immense river has its sources six or seven hundred 
miles apart. Its southernmost branch, the south fork of the 
Canadian, receives streams which rise near the thirty-fourth 


the Rocky Mountains, between 39° and 40°; and its most 
eastern suurces, including the heads of the Verdigris, Ne- 
osho, and Illinois, rise about 38° north latitude, at least six 


| Rocky Mountains. ‘The southernmost sources flow through 


an ancient deposite of red argillaceous matter for several 
hundred miles, and it is this which colors the Canadian and 
its branches. The western and northern sources bring 
down mineral matter of different colors, but to the east the 


| sources take their rise in a high siliceous country, and their 


difficult to get over) with a boat drawing three feet. These | 


beaches sometimes cover more than fifty acres of land, and 
are thrown up by the stream as it abrades the banks at 


the foot of which it runs. The banks being thus constantly | 


undermined by the action of the river, immense masses of 
timber, together with the lofty canes, twenty to twenty-five 
feet high, that grow up with it, fall into the river with the 
earth about their roots, and thus at the same time form the 
snags and sawyers which embarrass the stream, and a 
point of resistance which gives a new direction to it. 





* Cupressa disticha. + Populus angulata. 
t Celtis integrifolia. § Acacia triacanthos 
|| Some conception may be formed of the difficulties which first set- 
tlers have to contend with in these frontier settlements, by stating that 
& very respectable inhabitant, who resides about fif y miles west of 
Little Rock, absolutely rode on horseback, with his bride, to visit some 
friends, up the bed of the Arkansas river twu hundred miles, fording 
the river from sand bar to sand bar 





mineral deposites are indicative of their origin. The 
branches of the Arkansas, included in this area, are nu- 
merous; the Illinois, the Neosho, the Verdigris, the Ca- 
nadian and ts two principal tributaries, are all fine rivers, 
and would belong to the class of most important Euro- 
pean streams. ‘They are of unequal length, and, being 
separated by great geographical distances, are subject to 
increase their volume at distinct periods; and this volume, 
on account of their unequal Jength, being emptied at dis- 
tinct times into the main channel of the Arkansas, the de- 
posites which this last leaves, in its irregular progress to 
the Mississippi, are characteristic of the mineral substances 
which its tributaries and their branches pass through. The 
Canadian, which passes through a red earth, has always 
dull red waters, like those of Red river, arising still further 
south. We are, hence, enabled to assign the red deposites 
to the materials transported by that stream, whilst the 


* There is a fine instance of this at Mons, Barraques, about 


one hun- 
dred and forty miles from Little Rock 





abies 


5 ree 
e 
x 
ee 

£ 





344 APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register. 


25th Cons. Ist Szss.] 


whiter and siliceous deposites may be attributed to the | greatest quantity of solid matter towards the mouth of the 
northern and eastern tributaries, whose waters, including | Mississippi, consigning it to the ocean, which meets the 
those of the Poteau, that comes in further east, are all more | deposites and distributes it into levels, to be probably laid 
clear. Those who have had opportunities of observing the | i 


eccentric movements of fluods of this class, soon learn to 
distinguish what circumstances, whether arising from par- 
tial eddies, owing to the change of level produced in pe- 
riods of inundation, or from ordinary mechanical causes, 
have produced both the regularity and irregularity of de- 
posites ; and how it is that blotches of mineral matter, both 
large and small, are found enclosed in deposites of a ho- 


| fling, although always sufficient to tinge the water. 


mogeneous character, differing from them, just as the | 


whiter matter of the eastern branches of the Arkansas, 
brought down by the Illinois, is found enclosed in the ex- 
tensive beds deposited from the waters of the Canadian. It 
is in the study of phenomena of this character, where flu- 
viatile deposites are effected upon so immense a scale, that 
pethaps an explanation of many different pretensions of 
mineral matter, observed in older indurated rocks, may be 
suggested. 

I observed many superficial deposites which had been 
made, perhaps within ten years, by the annual inunda- 
tions : layers of white clay, sometimes of white sand, with 
eccasional intermixtures of both superimposed upon each 
other, and at times large blotches of whitish clay, were en- 
closed in a regular deposite of red. One day I followed, 
for a considerable distance, an old dry bed which the river 
had abandoned for a new passage at the toot of the right 
bank, isolating a high ridge between the old and new beds, 
where the young wood was beginning to grow very thick- 
iy, on a surface from whence all the timber had evidently 
been swept when the new passage was made. The inun- 
dation of June, 1833, had deposited about an inch of dull 
red argillaceous matter over a great part of this dry bed, 
which extended many miles into the country, and present- 
ed the appearance of a reddish sandy valley, about three 


hundred yards broad, containing many accumulations of 


sand and dead trees, the old sand bars and snags. Every 
thing bore a very desolated aspect; it was a huge chasin to 
appearance, furrowed out through a flat country by the 
temporary passage of a great river, which had not left a 
drop of water-behind it. I saw no symptoms of animal 
existence, except the track of a solitary deer, and a few 
turkey buzzards wheeling about in the air, and scanning 
the surface in their characteristic manner, in search of car- 
rion. Upon the edges of some of these ancient banks of 
the river are several Indian mounds, with trees sometimes 
growing on them, some of them about five hundred years 
old: great quantities of Indian arrow heads are strewed 
around, made of the siliceous mineral of the Washita bills, 
and some have been found buried several feet beneath the 
surface ; facts which show that this alluvial country, which 
was possessed by a few bands of the Quapaws when the 
whites first began to occupy it, has been inhabited by the 
aborigines at a very distant period. 

It will perhaps not be found impossible hereafter to as- 
sign approximately some limit to that period, when the set- 
tlement of the country shall bring other data forward, which 
connect themselves with the geology of the country. It is 
true, the deposites made by the annual inundations are 
naturally too irregular and variable to afford systematic 
data for the computation of a period for the origin of these 
fluviatile beds; but whenever a careful inquiry of this kind 
is made, it will be found important to note them very ac- 
curately. It would not be a difficult undertaking to calcu- 
late the approximative amount of sedimentary matter 
brought down annually by the Arkansas, or any of the 
turbid tributaries of the Mississippi. ‘Ihe main rise of the 
Arkansas and Missouri, caused by the melting of the snows 
of the Rocky Mountains, usually takes place in June ; and 
these rivers are irregularly swollen during the winter and 
spring months by rain: at these times they bear along the 
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dry at some future day, as the alluvial plains [ have been 
speaking of have already been. The lowest state of the 
Arkansas occurs during the months of July to November, : 
inclusive. During a portion of this time, it is often not 
navigable from the Mississippi to Little Rock. At this : 
stage of the water, the current is sluggish, the water quasi- 
stagnant, and the solid matter held in suspension very tri i 
A set | : 
of experiments might be conducted, showing the mean : 
quantity of sedimentary matter brought annually down du 

ring the rises of the river, and during the low-water periods 
Furnished with the cubic quantity of svlid matter thus ob- 
tained, and applying it as a divisor to the whole quantity 

of fluviatile deposite contained in the entire alluvial area, 

we might approximately assign a chronvulogical period fo: 

the origin of these rivers, the commencement of these depos- ‘ 
ites, and the withdrawal of the ocean from these countries. s 
The period of their fitness to receive the human race might 
thus be found to accord with particular indications of the 
existence of the aboriginal race.* 





* I would respectfully suggest to the officers in garrison at the fron 
tier posis on the rivers I have named, especially those at Fort Tows 
on Red river, Fort Gibson, near the arkadeen Fort Leavenworth, on 
the Missouri, Fort Snelling, Jefferson Barracks, and Baton Rouce, on 
the Mississippi, to institute experiments with this view. It would be 
importaut to have them conducted in various places, near the sou 
of the great rivers, immediately below the mouths of their respec 


| tributaries, and at points near to where the great rivers disembog 


|; Same way. 





We should thus in time possess statements of the accunilating s 

contents held by these streams in their progress to the ocean, and be 

able to give them a very extensive application. Since my return, and 

as this report was gving to the press, I have seen, for the first time, an ' 

interesting paper by Leonard Horner, Esq., a distinguished memb« | 
j 
} 








of the Geological Society of London, “on the amount of solid mat 
suspended in the water of the Rhine,’ which, in the hope it may er 
courage gentlemen in the army to underiake the experiment I have 
recommended, i shall append to this note. 

“ The attention of geologists has been more particularly directed 
late to the importance of ascertaining the quantity of solid matter held 
in susp¢ sion in the water of different rivers, as affording a measure 
of the emount of abraded stone transported to the sea, there to cons 
tute the materials of new strata, now in progress of furmation 

“ During a late residence at Bonn, ] began a series of experiments 
on the quantity of solid matter suspended in the water of the Rhin« 
in that part of its course. Several interruptions prevented me fron 
advancing beyond the first steps of my proposed inquiry ; but havin 
no immediate prospect of being able to resuine it, [ venture to offer 
even this small contribution to science, as the facts I ascertained may 
not be considered without value. 

“| made two sets of observations, the one in the month of Aug 
and the otherin November. The apparatus I used was very simple 
but answered the purpose perfectly; as it may be constructed in a 
very short time, and almost in any situation, the facility of maki 
the observations ought to increase the chance of others of the sa: 
sort being made elsewhere. It consisted of a stone botile, capatile 
containing about a gallon, and furnished with a cork covered w 
leather, aud greased ; a weight of about ten pounds was attached | 
the bottom of the bottle by a rope of sucha length that, when the 
weight touched the ground, the mouth of the bottle might be at the de 
sired distance from the bottom of the river. A rope was attached 
the ear or handle of the bottle, by which it was let down, and a siring 
was fastened to the cork. As seon as the boitle had reached its des 
tined position, the cork was withdrawn by means of the string, th 
buttle became filled with the water at that particular depih, and was 
then instantly drawn up. ‘The water, as soon as drawn up, was en 
tied into glass jars, on which I had previously marked a certain meas 
ure. The quantity of water op which I intended to operate was a « 
bic foot, or 1,000 ounces, and IT collected it at different times; for i 
stance, after one-third of a cubic foot had stood in the jars for some 
days, I drew off the clear water with a syphon, and another third of 
water, fresh taken from the river, was added to the sediment left a 
the button of the jars from the first; that was allowed to stand, th 
clear water was again drawn off, and the last third was added in the 
When this had stood a sufficient length of time, the ac 
mulated sediment was removed to an evaporating dish, (a common 
saucer will do quite as well,) and carefully dried ina gentle heat 
The dried mass was the amount of solid matter held in suspension ia 
a cubic foot of water, and now in the state of indurated mud 

“ #rst set of observations —The water was taken at the distan 
of one hundred and sixty-five feet from the left bank, and at a dept! 
of six feet from the bottom of the river, the total depth of the river 4 * 
that place being thirteen feet. It was in the month of August, and the 
Rhine was unusually low. The water in the river had a yellowish ting 
and was turbid; taken up in a glass, it was like the New river wate! 
in London, after rain. The residuum, when dried in the manner 
above mentioned, weighed 21.10 grains. It was of a pale yell 
sh brown color, smooth to the feel, not gritty: and it effervesc 
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Geological talents: [2 


Amongst the most interesting results of my late tour, I 
must enumerate, first : 

The establishment of the fact, from personal observation, 
of there being, in the State of Missouri and the Territory 
of Arkansas, a amount of the ores of lead and iron, of an 
excellent quality, not only more than adequate to any esti- 
mate cf the domestic consumption of this nation, but such 
as may justify the expectation that it will form an impor- 
tant element hereafier of commercial exportation from that 
part of the world. Wh~n it is considered that the sulphuret 
of lead formns, as des; ribed in this report, such an impor- 
tant portion of the sclid rock at one point, and that it ex- 
ists, in an equally profuse manner, perhaps, through va- 
rious points for a distance of five or six hundred miles, * 
this language will not be deemed extravagant. 
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navigation, where fifty millions—and a much greater num- 
ber might be asserted—of North Americans have yet to 
establish themselves ; where the amount produced of sugar 
and cottou, which excites the admiration of our own day, 
will be referred to as the germ of production hereafter ; 
where, when populous cities, increased shipping, and well 
protected plantations, shall have placed these imperfectly 
known regions in the same class with the most powerful 
portions of the earth; who can doubt but that a part of 


| the immense wealth thus accumulated will be invested in 


working the inexhaustible mines which lay, as it were, at 


| the very door of New Orleans, a city evidently destined to 


But looking forward to the futare prospects of these re- 


gions in the mining 
had but a glimpse of 
south, penetrated by 


branches of industry, who, that has 
those fertile alluvial territories to the 
so many thousands of miles of river 











eee 
riskly, but was not wholly dissolved, when diluted mutiatic acid 
was poured upon it. In appearance and properties it was undistin- 
guishable from the [a yellowish cray loam) of the Rhine valley. 

+ A cubic foot of distilled water weichs 437,500 grains; therefore, the 


solid matter amour \o Lhe one twenty thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-fourth part the cubic foot of water 
‘Second set of observations.—i lio water was taken up in the mid- 
of the river, and froin about a foot below the ‘surface. It was the 
nonth of November. and a great deal of rain had fallen some time be- 
fore and during the observations. The Rhine was of a deep yellow, 
and more turbid than in August; but when taken up in a glass, it was 
not very differe 1 appearance from: what it had been then. The 
cubic foot of w f being collected on three different oc- 
casions, was tak on different days, with intervals of three 
days between each 
“ The residium, when dri 
five erains, whic h is the one t 


matter in on ic fvot of th 
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Lin the weighed thirty 


velve th 


same ma ~~! 
yusand five 
water 





























“ it was my intention to have repeated these observa 13 at differ 
ent seasons of the year, to have 1 a profile of the bed of the river 
from shore to shore at Bonn, and to have ascertained the velocity at 
lifferent parts of the stream, so as to get a mean velocity; the depth 
of the river I had an opportunity of seeing, for there is a gauge at the 
port : but 1 wa liged lea B 1 suddenly. and could not ac 

ae ' , 

rt experi 1 yw t tt untity of s sus 
pen 1 water, which, in the mass, has a turbid appe ice, may be 
yt But the ext waste of the land, and of the solid 
ateri ito the sea 1 even such minute quantities 
cate, is far greater thar d to imagine possible from such 
fractic it ilv wine it th vol f 
wa i } } t § in ying | 

ft ilwea d ver the ugnitude of the oper 
this silent but unceasing agency. Tn the sence of more a t 

uta f ul tions, tur the sake of showing how large an extent 

f waste is todicated by water holdis more solid matter in suspen 
sion than is st rent to disturb its transparency, I shall assume that 

ve Rhine at Boun has a mean annual breadth of twelve hundred f 

mean dey tr mit t yearoul f en feet, and that the mean 
velocity of a f i t s anda hal r hour 

1 : tf | ant f IT shall 

k t sotul i r im suspension t e lwer 
‘ l i foot ! } i 

li wes wo s rofaf t | ol 
ep PLO ! ! 1 ross 
i und 13,000 pl 8 
tae t« aif r rth ! 
a foot of ¢« ted ery $ 7 ) er it 
t | t {2 i 
11 f r 4 
It i i 1 mean ’ ‘ 
ins W s ia I er 
4 st An) h ¢ ! y t I ' 
r 239 ? I | 
4 24 equal to 3it y) 
HOD ns be Multi} (Ab is pu 
] 7) Let tii i 1 f sj 
fo s rw ve 145,980 f f a) 
wn by the Rhine past the aginary ji nty-four 
hours-~a SS gre Lk tl id fm 
ire, and forty f heigt It i imply 145.9 bv : wre 
1,973,483 yards carri V year; and if this pro 
s heen yonat the : f two thousand 
ars—and there is no evidence that the rive: ne auy 2 
hange during that period—then the Rh , in that ‘time 
carried down materials sufficient to forr of stone of a 
k, extending over an area more than thirty i 
uch further back we may nate) arTy © 
ave it to those to fix who cons t the are any di 

is even to guess at what ep e was different from what it 
now is, either in respect ahs vulume or the vel itv of the strea i 

at part of its course at least to which the t ner refers 
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undredth part of | 


rank hereafter amongst the first in the world? If one na- 
tion can ever permanently undersell the others in those 
metals, it must be one possessing mines from whence they 
can be extracted with equal facility as from those in ques- 
tion, and exported with so litile charge. 

I consider it also as a result of great importance, that 
the extensive investigations which I have so recently made, 
have gone, without exception, to strengthen the opinion I 
submitted to the Geological Society of London, in 1828, 
as to the series of rocks in the United States being the na- 
tural equivalent of that observed in Europe, from whence 
we may infer that the causes which operated to bring 
the rocks there into the particular order of superposition they 
preserve, have operated here, and probably have acted upon 
the whole crust of the earth. It is true we have not yet 
found that remarkable portion called the oolitic formation, 
lying above the coal measures, but this is only a part of 
the series ; and in every country where geology has hith- 
erto been practically studied, some part or other of the se- 
ries is wanting. At many points of our Atlantic coast, 
including the city of Washington, there is no rock inter- 
vening between the superficial detritus and the gneiss, 
which is the lowest rock but one of the whele series. Lo- 
calities, with imperfect arrangements of this nature, are 
like a harp, where, though some of the party-colored 
chords may be wanting, yet the rest are there, and pre- 
hangeable superposition to each other 
lence of structure will result in making the 
principyes <5 the s like 


serve thelr unt 


lhis corre spon 


ience of geology, those of geome 


try, applicable every where 
It is é reinarkable circumstance, as I had occasion to an- 
nounce in 1828, that, with the exception of the tertiary 


and aaa us beds of the coast, nothing more recent 
than the coal-bearing series had been found in the United 
States. A fact so unusual in a continent of such great ex- 
tent as North America, can hardly be attributed to denu- 
ding s, and would rather lead us to the inference that 

of the globe has in fact eme rged from the ocean 
before the continent of Europe did, and that, geologically 
to the history of the earth, this has 
be called the old world. If no de- 
causes adequate to the phenomenon have been in 
iction, we nyust cither adopt that opinion, or suppose that, 


cause 


this part 


aking, in reference 





strong claims to 


nuding 


whilst other parts of the suba jueous world were receiving 
sedimentary deposit s, the waters of the ocean, W hich cove 
ered the vast area, devoid of the entife oolitic system, were 


situated so as not to receive any sedimentary materials 
Ihe opinions I ¢ ymmunicated in 1828 have been confirm 
ed by any late tour, and strengthen the conclusion to 


which my judgment has been for some time coming, that 
this continent is much older than the European continent 

It has not, however, been found easy to suggest for the 
duration of geological events, periods of which our own 
chronological niethods shall be the measure. In the other 


| hemisphere it has been found that species have nut changed 


materially during ¢ the present: order of things, which, as 
far as we can judge, comprehends the existence of man, 
and does not include that portion of time when any of the 
tertiary beds became land. ‘There is scarcely any 
reason to suppose that the remarns of e been found 


dry 
man ha: 
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in transatlantic countries out of the present order of things, 
and none whatever in this hemisphere. For the produc- 
tion of our deltas, it must be evident that the full measure 
of our chronologies would be wanting. If, therefore, du- 
ring so long a period asthey comprehend, no material 
changes have been produced in species, we cannot but 
infer immense durations of time necessary to effect so 
great a progression in organic existence, as is observed 
in the difference between recent and extinct shells, ani- 
' mals, and plants ofthe tertiary formations. What then 
must be the relative antiquity of this continent, if so 
great a portion of it became dry land before the de- 
position of the oolitic system in Europe, itself compre- 
hending phenomena that seem to set at defiance every hope 
to compute a rational duration of time for their separate 
production ? 

It will be felt, also, as an interesting step in the progress 
of geological knowledge, that we shall be enabled hereafter 
to trace with accuracy the littoral line so clearly made out 
by the subcretacevus fossils of the same genera which have 

now been continuously found for near two thousand geo- 
3 graphical miles. It is evident that the ocean retired cotem- 
poraneously from this line, either from the deepening of its 
bed, produced by distant causes, or from the elevation of 
the land; and this is the geological period which may be 
fixed for the commencement of those great deltas of rich 
alluvial matter brought down by the rivers alluded to in 
this report, and which are hereafter to form so important a 

portion of the civilized earth. 

It remains for me only to state that I have made ample 
collections of minerals and geological specimens of the 
countries I have visited, all of which, when they reach this 
city, will be placed at the disposition of the Government 

The section which accompanies this report—and which | 
the state of the arts in this country well admitted of being | 


eth ac 
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executed in a much more creditable manner—presents the 
geological formations which occur from the New Jereey 
coast, on the Atlantic ocean, to Red river, on the Mexican 
confines, along an inflected line of about one thousand six 
hundred miles, which I have personally examined. The 
course to Nashville is south of west; thence, to Louisville, 
east of north; thence, to St. Louis, nearly west; and the 
remainder of the section ison a course west of south. 
The inclined lines were intended to represent the transition 
beds, and the horizontal ones, which come in at the Cum 
berland mountain, to represent the horizontality of the car- 
boniferous limestone. ‘The short lines, about one-fourth 
of an inch, represent the localities where bituminous coal 
was seen. It would not have been practicable ‘to introduce 
a regular scale of elevations, even had I possessed the ma- 
terials for one. I mention here, however, a few localities 
by way of approximation. The Alleghany ridge, through 
which the Potomac cuts west of Cumberland, rises between 
lrankstown and Johnstown, Pennsylvania, to the height 
of two thousand two hundred feet above tide water level 
The same ridge, west of Cumberland, in Maryland, is two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty-four feetin height. Be 
tween Covington and the Great Falls of the Kanawha river 
the ridge measures one thousand nine hundred and ten 
feet. These are, however, depressed points selected by 
engineers for canal communications. Many of the sum- 
mits exceed three thousand feet, and the general elevation 
of the ridges in the Arkansas Territory over which I passed 
appeared to me somewhat, though not much, inferior in 
height to those of the Alleghany ridges. 
Very respectfully, 
G. W. FEATHERSTONHAUGH, 
U. S. Geologist. 
[The map accompanying the report is necessarily omit- 
ted. } 
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LAWS OF 


THE UNITED 


STATES, 


Passsp at THE First Session or Tor Twentry-rirta ConGress, WHICH WAS BEGUN AND HELD aT THE CiTy OF 
Wasarxetron, 1n THE District or Corumpia, ON Monpay, THE FOURTH DAY oF SEPTEMBER, ONE THOUSAND 


KIGHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY- SEVEN. 





An act to postpone the fourth instalment of deposite with 
the States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the transfer of the fourth instalment of de- 
posite directed to be made with the States, under the thir- 
teenth section of the act of June twenty-third, eighteen 


upon presentment, and shall include the principal of each 


| note, and the interest which may be due thereon at the 


hundred and thirty-six, be, and the same is hereby, post- | 


poned till the first of January, one thousand, eight hun- 


dred and thirty-nine: Provided, That the three first in- | 


stalments under the said act shall remain on deposite with | ' 4 
| the public safety, keep separate, full, and accurate accounts 


the States until otherwise directed by Congress. 
JAMES K. POLK, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
R. M. JOHNSON, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved, October 2, 1837. 
M. VAN BUREN. 





An act to regulate the fees of the district attorneys in cer- 
tain cases. 


Be it enacted, &c., That, in al! cases of extension of 


time of payment. For this reimbursement at the time and 
times herein specified, the faith of the United States is 
hereby solemnly pledged. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said Treas. 
ury notes shall be prepared under the direction of the Secre. 
tary of the Treasury, and shall be signed, on behalf of the 
United States, by the Treasurer thereof, and countersigned 
by the Register of the Treasury ; and that those officers re- 
spectively shall, as checks upon each other, and to secure 


of the number, date, denomination, and amount of all the 
notes signed, and countersigned by them respectively ; which 
said account shall be carefully preserved and placed on file 


| in the Treasury Department; and, also, similar accounts, 


kept and preserved in the same manner, of all the said 


| notes redeemed, as the same shall be returned and can- 


the time of payment of bonds given for duties on imports, | 


it shall be according to such directions as may be given by 
the Secretary of the Treasury; and the extension of pay- 
ment of the old bond, or the taking of @ new bond, shall 
be by the respective collectors, subject to no other charge 
than such as may be legally receivable on the taking of an 
original bond, upon the entry of merchandise. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no fee shall 
accrue to any district attorney on any bond left with him 
for collection, or in a suit commenced on any bond for the 
renewal of which provision is made by law, unless: the 
party or parties shall neglect to apply for such renewal for 
more than twenty days after the maturity of such bond. 

Approved, October 12, 1837. 


An act authorizing the issue of Treasury notes. 

Be it enacted, &c., ‘hat the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to cause T'reasury notes for such 
sum or sums as the exigencies of the Government may re- 
quire, but not exceeding, in the whole amount of notes is- 
sued, the sum of ten millions of dollars, and of denomina- 
tions not less than fifty dollars for any one note, to be pre- 
pared, signed, and issued, in the manner hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enxcted, That the said Treas- 
ury notes, authorized to be issued by the first section of this 
act, shall be reimbursed and redeemed by the United States 
at the Treasury thereof, after the expiration of one year 
from the dates of the said notes respectively ; from which 
said dates for the term of one year, and no longer, they 
shall bear such interest as shall be expressed upon the face 
of the said notes ; which rate of interest, upon each several 
issue of the said notes, shall be fixed by the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, by and with the advice and apprebation of 
the President; but shall in no case exceed the rate of in- 
terest of six per centum per annum. ‘The reimbursement 
herein provided for shall be made ai the Treasury of the 


United States to the holders of the said notes respectively, _ 


celled; and the Treasurer shall further account quarterly 
for ali such notes delivered to him for signature or issue by 
the Register. ‘The Treasurer and Register of the Treas- 
ury are hereby authorized, by and with the consent and 
approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury, to employ 
such additional temporary clerks as the duties enjoined 
upon them by this section may render necessary: Pro- 
vided said number shall not exceed four, and with a sal- 
ary not more than at the rate of twelve hundred dollars to 
each per annum. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized, with the approbation 
of the President of the United States, to cause to be issued 
such portion of the said Treasury notes as the President 
may think expedient, in payment of debts due by the Uni- 
ted States to such public creditors or other persons as may 
choose to receive such notes in payment, as aforesaid, at 
par. And the Secretary of the Treasury is further autho- 
rized, with the approbation of the President of the United 
States, tu borrow, from time to time, not under par, such 
sums asthe President may think expedient, on the credit 
of such notes. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said Treas- 
ury notes shall be. transferable by delivery and assignment 
endorsed thereon, by the person to whose order the same 
shall, on the face thereof, have been made payable. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said Treas- 
ury notes shall be received in payment of all duties and 
taxes laid by the authority of the United States, of all pub- 
lic lands sold by the said authority, and of ali debts to the 
United States, of any character whatsoever, which may be 
due and payable at the tinfe when said Treasury notes may 
be offered in payment. And, on every such payment, 
credit shall be given for the amount of the principal and 
interest which, on the day of such payment, may be due 
on the note or notes thus given in payment. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person 
meking payment to the United States in such Treasury 
notes, into the hands of any collector, receiver of public 
moneys, or other public officer or agent, shall, on books 
kept according to such forms as shall be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, give duplicate certificates of the 
number and respective amoynt of principal and interest of 
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each and every Teessery note thus paid by such person; 
and every collector, receiver of public moneys, or other 
public officer or agent, who shall thus receive any of the 
said Treasury notes in payment, shall, on payment of the | 
same, receive credit both for principal and interest, compu- 
ted as aforesaid, which on the day of such last mentioned 
payment shall appear due on the note or notes thus paid 
in, and he shall Se charged for the interest uccrued on such 
note or notes from the day on which the same shall have 
been received by him in payment as aforesaid, to the day 
on which the same shall be paid by him as aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- | 
rected to cause to be reimbursed and paid the principal and | 
interest of the Treasury notes which may be issued by vir- | 
tue of this act, at the several time and times when the 
game, according to the provisions of this act, should be | 
thus reimbursed and paid. And the said Secretary is fur- | 
ther authorized to make purchases of the said notes, at par, 
for the amount of principal and interest due at the time of 
purchase on such notes. And so much of any unappro- 
priated money in the Treasury as may be necessary for 
that purpose, is hereby appropriated, for paying the princi- 
pal and interest of said notes. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, 'That a sum not ex- 
ceeding twenty thousand dollars, to be paid out of any un- 
appropriated inoney in the Treasury, be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated, for defraying the expense of prepar- 
ing, printing, engraving, signing, and otherwise incident | 
to the issuing of the Treasury notes authorized by this act. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, ‘That if any person | 
shall falsely make, forge, or counterfeit, or cause or procure | 
to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited, or willingly 
aid or assist in falsely making, forging, or counterfeiting, 
any note, in imitation of, or purporting to be, a ‘I'reasury 
note aforesaid; or shall falsely alter, or cause or procure to | 
be falsely altered, or willingly aid or assist in falsely alter- | 
ing, any Treasury note issued as aforesaid; or shall pass, | 
utter, or publish, or attempt to pass, utter, or publish, as | 
true, any false, forged, or counterfeited note, purporting to | 
be a Treasury note as aforesaid, knowing the same to he 
falsely forged or counterfeited, or shall pass, utter, or pub- | 

} 
' 





lish, as true, any falsely altered Treasury note, issued as 
aforesaid, knowing the same to be falsely altered, every 
such person shall be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony, 
and, 
sentenced | to be imprisoned and kept to hard labor for a pe- 

riod not less than three years, nor more than ten years, 
and be fined in a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars. 
| 


being thereof convicted by due course of law, shall be | 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, ‘(hat if any person | 
shall make or engrave, or cause or procure to be made or 
engraved, or shall have in his custody or possession any 
metallic plate, engraved after the similitude of any plate | 
from which any notes issued as aforesaid shall have been | 
printed, with intent to use such plate, or to cause or sutler | 
the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the 
notes issued as aforesaid; or shall have in his custody or 


possession any blank note or notes engraved and printed | : 
| ed over to an officer, or other person for the benefit of the 


after the similitude of any notes issued as aforesaid, with 
intent to use such blanks, or cause or suffer the same to be 
used in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes issued as 
aforesaid; or shall have in his custody or possession any 


paper adapted to the making of notes, and similar to the | 


paper upon which any such notes shall have been issued, 


ss . | 
with intent to use such paper, or cause or suffer the same | Ai 
to be used in forging or counterfeiting any of the notes | 


issued as aforesaid; every such person, being thereof con- 
victed by due course of law, shall be sentenced to be im- 
prisoned, and kept to hard labor fora term not less than 
three, nor more than ten years, and fined in a suin not ex- 
ceeding five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 


§ Seaton's 8 j Register. 


United States. 


of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to mak¢ 
and issue, from time to time, such instructions, rules, and 
regulations to the several collectors, receivers of public mo- 
neys, depositaries, and all others who may be authorized to 


| receive the said ‘Treasury notes on behalf of and as agents 


in any capacity for the United States, as to the safe-keep- 
ing, disposition, return, and cancelling of the said notes so 
paid to and received by them respectively, and as to their 
accounts and returns to the Departinent of all such receipts, 
as may seem to him best calculated to promote the public 
interests and convenience, and secure the United States 
and the holders of the said notes against frauds and losses: 
Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 


| strued as to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to re- 


issue any of said notes, but upon the return of said notes, 
or any of them, to the Treasury, the same shall be cancelled. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be, 
and hereby is, made the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to cause a statement to be published monthly, of the 


| amount of all Treasury notes issued or redeemed in pur- 


suance of the provisions of this act; and that the power to 
issue Treasury notes, conferred on the President of the 
United States by this act, shall cease and determine on the 
thirty-first day of December, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight. 

Approved, October 12, 1837 





An Act to continue in force certain laws to the close of the 
next session of Congress. 

Be it enacted, &c., That all acts and parts of acts, or 

provisions contained within any act, which, by the terms 


| thereof, are made to expire at the termination of the first 
| session of the twenty-fifth Congress, be, and the same are 
| hereby, declared to continue in force to the end of that 
| session of Congress which shall commence, or shall be in 


session, on the first Monday of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-seven. 
Approved, October 12, 1837. 





An Act to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to provide for 
the payment of horses lost or destroyed in the military 
service of the United States,” approved January 18, 1837. 


Be it enacted, &c., That any person who has turned 
over to the service of the United States his horse, saddle, 
bridle, or equipments, by the order of the commanding gen- 


eral, or other commanding officer, shall be paid the value 
| thereof; that the claims provided for under this act shall be 


adjusted by the Third Auditor, under such rules as shall be 
prescribed by the Secretary of War, with the assent of the 
President. This act, and the act to which this is an 


| amendment, shall extend to mules as well as to horses. 


Decisions under this act shall be recorded as they are re- 
quired to be recorded by the act aforesaid, and payment shall 
be made as is required by that act. This act shall extend to 
cases where any person mentioned in the act to which this 
is an amendment shall have died in the service, and his 
horse, saddle, bridle, or equipments, shall have been turn- 


United States, by order of the proper officer commanding, 
and not restored to the representative of the deceased, or 
| paid for by the United States. 
Approved, October 14, 1837. 





1 Act making further appropriations for the year eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven. 

Be it enacted, §c., That the following sums be, and the 

| saine are hereby, appropriated to be paid out of any unap- 
| propriated money in the Treasury, viz. 

| For pay and mileage of the members of Congress and 
| delegates, two hundred and forty-eight thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 
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Laws of the United States. 


For stationary, fuel, petaniiig, ead? all other eine | 
expenses of the Senate, thirty thousand dollars. 

For stationary, fuel, printing, and all other contingent 
expenses of the House of Representatives, fifty thousand | 
dollars. 

For the contingent expenses of the navy, as enumerated 
in the act of the third of March last, in addition to the 
amount appropriated by that act, one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars. 

For the relief and protection of American seamen in for- 
eign countriez, ten thousand dollars. 

For defraying the expenses attending the prosecution of 
the claim of the United States to the legacy bequeathed by 
the late James Smithson, of London, five thousand dollars. | 

For the contingent expenses in the office of the Treas- 
urer, five hundred dollars. 

For preparing, printing, and binding documents ordered 
by the resolutions of the Senate of the second July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, twenty-fifth of February, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, and the second of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-seven, to be disbursed under the 
direction of the committee to audit and control the contin- 
gent expenses of the Senate, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the revenue 
from duties, or from the sales of public lands, remaining in 
the hands of the receiving and collecting officers, be not 
sufficient at any time to pay debentures and other charges 
which are by existing Jaws made payable out of the accru- 
ing reventie befure it is transferred to the credit of the 
Treasurer, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby autho- 
rized to pay the said debentures and other charges out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treesury be, and he is hereby, authorized to arrange 
and settle any of the outstanding transfer drafts given to 
transfer moneys to the States under the act of twenty-third 
of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-six, and which have 
not been paid by the depositories upon which they were 
drawn or otherwise arranged and settled by the United 
States, by receiving such drafts at par in payment of any 
debts due to the United States, without any allowance of 
interest for the time the drafts have been outstanding and 
unpaid, or any other allowance for interest or damages of 
any description. 

Approved, October 16, 


1837 





An Act making an additional appropriation for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven. 


Be it enacted, &c. That the further sum of one million 
six hundred thousand dollars shall be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to defray any expenses which 
have been or may be incurred, in preventing or suppress- 
ing the hostilities of any Indians; to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of War, conformatly to the 
acts of Congress of the nineteenth of March, eighteen bun- 
dred and thirty-six, and of the second of July, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, and of the acts therein referred to. 

Approved, October 16, 1837. 


1 Act authorizing a further postponement of payment 

upon duty bonds, 

Be it enacted, &c. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he hereby is, authorized to grant such further ex- 
tension of credit upon all bonds for duties now outstanding 
as shall make the whole extension of credit epon each bond 
nine months from the time when the original bond became 
due and payable; making the extension in each case to de- 
pend upon the same conditions as to additional security, 
the payment of interest, and other terns, which have been 
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prescribed by the ace Department, to the extension 
of revenue bonds since May last: Provided, ‘That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to include any existing 
bonds where the parties to the same have not, since the 
| bonds became payable, given additional security, or made 
part payment, and are, by the proper officers of the Govern- 
ment, considered insolvent, or unsafe securities for the pay- 
ment of their bonds. 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, 'That a credit of three 
and six months shall be allowed on the duty of all mer- 
chandise which shall have been or may be imported on or 
before the first day of November next, upon which the du- 


| ties are payable in equal instalments, in cash, and that the 


bonds received for such duties shall be payable, bearing in- 


| terest at the rate of six per cent. per annum, and shall be 


in the form and upon the conditions prescribed by existing 
laws and by this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That where the se- 
curity in any bond which has been, or may hereafter be 
postponed, is entirely satisfactory, the principal or sureties 
in the eame shal) not be disabled from being in the mean 
time, till the period of postponement provided for by this 
act expires, received as principal or sureties in other bonds 
for duties, notwithstanding the bond first given may not 
have been actually paid, discharged, or extended, before or 
on the day it fell due: Provided, That such principal and 
sureties shall be found, in all other respects, safe and satis- 
factory security for the funds to which they may be pro- 
posed as parties. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the operation 
of all prior laws, and parts of laws, so far as inconsistent 
with this act, be suspended in the particulars in which they 
may conflict with, or differ from, its provisions, until this 
act shall cease by its own limitations. 

Approved, October 16, 1837 
An Act for adjusting the remaining claims upon the late 

deposite banks. 

Be it enacted, §&c. That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to continue to withdraw 
the public moneys now remaining in any of the former de- 
posite banks, in a manner ss gradual and convenient to the 
institutions as shall be consistent with the pecuniary wants 
of the Government, and the safety of the funds thus to be 
drawn; and that no further interest than that required by 
the deposite act of the twenty-third of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six, under which those deposites 
were made, shall be demanded of any bank which has met, 
and shall hereafter meet, the requisitions of the Depart- 
ment. This provision shall also extend to such public 
moneys as may remain in any of the said banks, whether 
standing to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, 
or of any disbursing or other public officer of 
ment. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in case of neg- 
lect or refusal by any of the said banks to comply with the 
requisitions of the Secretary of the ‘T'reasury, as he shall 
make them, in conformity with the first section of this act, 
suits shall be instituted, where that has not already been 
done, to recover the amounts due to the United States, 
unless the defaulting bank shall forthwith cause to be exe- 
cuted and delivered to the Secretary of the Treasury a bond, 
with security to be approved by the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, to pay to the United States the whole moneys due 
from it in three instalments. The first to be paid on the 
first day of July next, the second on the first day of Jan- 
uary, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, and the remaining 
instalment on the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine; and the default mentioned in this act on which 
interest is te commence at the rate of six per cent. shall be 
understood to be the neglect or omission of said banks, or 
any of them, to answer the drafts or requisitions of the 


the Govern- 


350 
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Secretary of the Treasury, are on don according to the 
provisions of the first section of this act ; and interest there- 
on at the rate of six per centum per annum, from the time 
of default, together with any damages which may have ac- 
crued to the United States from protests of drafts drawn up- | 
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constitution of this Conernsnente as well as the nett avails 
of any such publication which may have been ordered by 
her: Provided, however, That she shall not be allowed ty 
withdraw from the possession of the Government either 
of the copies of said debates which accompanied her con- 


on it, or from any other congequences of its failure to fulfil | veyance. 


its obligations to the public Treasury. 
Approved, October 16, 1837. 


An Act for the relief of D. P. Madison. 

Be it enacted, 4c., That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby, authorized and requested to 
cause to be executed a grant and reconveyance to Mrs. D. 
P. Madison, her excutors, administrators, and assigns, of 
the right to publish in foreign countries, for her own heneft, 
the manuscript debates of the convention which formed the 


Approved, October 14, 1837. 

A Resolution directing the postage on letters sent by the 
Express Mail to be paid in advance. 

Resolved, $c., That the Postmaster General be, and he 
is hereby, directed to cause the postage on all letters sent 
|by the Express Mail of the United States to be paid in ad- 
|vance at the time of depositing them for transportation by 
‘said mail. 

Approved, October 12, 1837. 
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